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Bufiles were reviewed concerning captioned tndividual.. MALS  imerowd —
rennan’born 4/25/06; attended University of Pcnggulganii—aﬁé Z
graducted Harvard with LL.B. degree. Married; three children. o,
Adnitted to New Jersey Bar 1931 and practiced from that time -
until 1949 in Newark with firm Pitney, Hardin, Ward, and Brennan. - .
‘Appointed Superior Court Judge 1949; became. Appellate Division LS
Judge 1950 and Supreme Court Justice of State of New Jersey since * .
1952. &Served U. S. Army as colonel during World ¥ar II. (Who's %

Who in America - 1956-57)

g
. ' ¥e have never investigated Judge Brennan and our files -
‘ ni-eflect no derogatory information concerning him. Of interest is
3 Jact he was invited by the Attorney @eneral to serve as Chairman
t of the Third Session of the National Conference on Congestion in
\ +he Courtes and Other Causes of Delays in Litigation held on S5/21 &
! \3 22, 1956, in the Department of Justice. The stated purpose, accord-
H ing to the Attorney General's program, of this conference was to '
1 N discuss means that have been successfully employed in various o
Tk ‘)& jurisdictions to cut down delays and congestion by use of pre-trial T
practice and other procedural devices. Our files contain a written ..
address by Judge Brennan prepared for delivery before this conference. .
t In substance, it deals with the court structure and means whereb ~
X

. congestion and delay in the courtis can be eliminated. (9¢-49529-3
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[0 Information pertaitied only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
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O Information pertained only toa third party. Your name is listed in the title only. !

[0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. -

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies). _ '
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‘ wmrﬁﬁi LAST, ‘
- Uousmus usncz nmmm aN onsnnnuc

WHOSE lzpm ON IS ABOVE REPROACH, JUSTICE BRERNAN Is cousm:nz:
x.zcu. WATTERS IN HIS COURT, ALTHOUSH tx‘;utmv N

X orncz szrmm:n

'VERY STRICT ON
B'FIEIENT AND FAIR HINDED.

- []

AN ARDENT CATHOLIC,

IN LAY CIRCLES HE 1§ CONSIBERED

HAS KNOWN' JUSTICE nmam .
YEARS, ME tzcm.u:n JUSTICE nzﬁuu

HAS APPOINTED TO THE NJ SUPERIOR COURT IN NINETEEN ‘FO!TYNIEE 0

AND utr.n T0 ms APPELLATE uvxsxon IN NINETEEN FIFTY AND m"ﬂ \‘»" |
PRESENT POSITION OF )" i
b3 o LTS

ACCORD ING TO

THEN N HINETEEN TIFT‘Y TVO TO HIS
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT

('/_rut JUSTICE HAS EXHIBITED OUTSTANDING .wucm. Aan.m
. AND POISE, HE IS consm:m:n rnonoucuu NT A -

PN z::‘.!ﬁ,‘:t'm"ﬁy‘g. et 2
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- AS IXCILLD‘T AND COULD ’nﬂlSl 'Oﬂllc oF l )“06!‘!’.]1 j‘ﬂ’g T
Lo e NI SRERGNIOp T “3‘“

PRI, o R :;‘ wne JRE . L
; > ‘ﬁi = : o :
R ‘IOHEVER uE ﬂOUS LITTL!‘.F IIS 306!“. LIFI ll) ?EISOHAL llCKGlOUl’ .

mu.z ASSOCIATED UITH THE FIRM OF nm:y nnm nu ;n) S5
‘SRERNAN, THE JUSTICE SPECIALIZED PRINCIPALLY IN coamum: ann :
LABOR RELATIONS MATTERS, —nzcu.m THAT JUSTICE bﬂ
ERENNAN-S FATHER VAS A FORMER COMMISSIONER IN THE CITY oF | "
'NEVARK AND xu cnnc}: OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC snrny. m:'_ -
VAS INTERESTED IN LABOR MOVEMENTS AND AT ONE TINME VAS REPRESENTATIVE
& A UNION AFFILIATED VITH THE BUILDING TRADES INBUSTRY, ’
VILLIAM BRENNAN, SR, WAS DESCRIBED AS A LABOR LEADER OF THE

é‘ QUOTE OLD SCHOOL BNQUOTE WHO BELIEVED THAT LABOR-S PROBLEMS SHOULD
[B{  BE VORKED OUT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE EWPLOYEE AS VELL AS TAE
“*1  ©DrLover, ‘cousnnu AT HE wouLs BE sHocked b 7C

| IF BECAUSE OF JUSTICE BRENNAN-S BACKGROUND HE INDICATED ANY
STRONG PREJUBICES IN HIS JUBICIAL THINKING, JUSTICE BRENNAN.
1S NOT KNOVN To BE ENGAGED ACTIVELY IN POLITICAL AFFAIRS,
ALTHOUGH BELIEVED T BE A DENOCRAT, . HIS APPOINTMENT T0 nu:_r

R e

BENCH UAS HADE BY GOVERNOI ALFRED )iléCﬂLﬁ lEPUBLICAN 3)

eI AR e B R TR

33500»:51»:::0 ‘A CHURCH "LAY LEADER, AL ADVISED ainsnc}: n:nnm P
-HAS NOT.SHOWN ANY INTERESTIN POLITICAL SATTERS AND.SIAS BEEN ot

el 2RISR AP S




150 CIRCUNSPECT ™ u:nn T m.xncn. nnzssxon fuit
VN NIS CLOSEST FRIENDS COULD WoT STATE nsxnvwi IR
WETHER KE DEEMS NIMSELF T0 BE A DEMOCRAT OR :znnucaﬁ -HE 77
"POINTED OUT TNAT JUSTICE BRENNAN.S FATHER VAS. ACTIVE AS A POLi};CAL;
LEADER AND FORMER DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY IN THE LATE -
NINETEEN TWENTIES, NE CONSIDERED BRENNAN, SR, A MAN OF HICH _
INTEGRITY ALTHOUGH HE CAME UNDER ATTACK BY HIS POLITICAL nmsnxts
BURING HIS TINURE OF OFFICE, THE ATTACK STEMMED FRON ALLEGED
‘GRAFT AND CORRUPTION IN TNE NEVARK POLICE DEPARTHENT VHILE
BRENNAN, SR, VAS DIRECTOR, ALTHOUCH AN INQUIRY WAS CONBUCTED.

| BY THE PROSECUTOR OF ESSEX COUNTY, NJ, NO PRESENTMENTS OR T
INDICTMENTS WERE HANDED UP, DURING VORLD VAR TWO BRENNAN, JR, '
CEASED PRIVATE PRACTICE WITH THE FIRM OF PITNEY, HARDIN AND
WARD TO ENTER THE ARMED SERVICES, HE WAS lxscunnc:p_ﬁ_a,.

© COLONEL, VHILE IN THE ARMY BRENNAN RECEIVED EXTENSIVE =
—_—

TXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD OF LABOR RELATIONS AND NEGOTIATION
& CONTRACTS -consnzntn JUSTICE BRENNAN WNUSVALLY b7e
+#=COMPETENT, “0F ‘EXCELLENTREPUTATION AND HIGHEST: ?znsom.'i*? ﬁ?‘@‘ﬁ

INTEG!ITY

J HAS XNGUN JUSTICEBRENNAN 2ANY YEARS [ STUE JUSTICE 53

".,x




PAGE FoUR . . . T
| tirmmzv AND IN APRIL NINETEEN 'mnmxvt asa counm.ul,n 2o i
LAV, - IN PRIVATE PRACTICE BRENNAN VAS TNGACED, nmcmu.u L
N CORPORATE WORK AND TH LABOR ‘NELATIONS REPRESENTING. mx.nzu
| HE IS CONSIDERED A VERY COMPETENT JURIST-oNAS A REPUTATION
IN THE COMMUNITY FOR INTEGRITY AND ROMESTY, nIs LEGAL 7
OPINIONS ARE SOUND AND WELL REASONED, —concum:) b”c—’;i i
“THAT JUSTICE BRENNAN VAS APPOINTED To THE SUPRENE COURT BY S
GOVERNOR ALFRED DRISCOLL WITH THE APPROVAL ©F CHIEF JusTicE K
'ARTHUR T, VANDERBILT, IT IS RUMORED, ACCORDING 'ro- b 73
THAT UPON THE RETIREMENT OF CHIEF JUSTICE VANDERBILT, JUSTICE . < &
SRENNAN VOULD BE HIS CHOICE AS SUCCESSOR IN THE EVENT A
BEMOCRATIC GOVERNOR WAS THEN INCUMBENT, JUSTICE BRENNAN .
IS NOTED FOR BEING AN EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT INDIVIDUAL AND -
mpusTRIOUS, |

)

P zars As A cLoSE PERSONAL FRIIND AND ASSOCIATE I Janmmr

CIRCLES, —ntcnns BRINNAN AS A JURISTOF THE NIGHEST 57@

:;i_,,«:-.-:;.;’.,_*ABILITY ‘WHOSE. INTEGBITY s UNIHPREACHABLI AND UHOSE «BONQEPT ;
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paict ¥ 1w I Newark Since 1849 be bas bad
»in!.hreehnndmatheNewm

! & trial Jadge, then in the appellate’

: , the New Jersey Supreme Court. Incide

- Ky *Mm“d”mmtemby.

rin-Goveror, Altred K. s

m«amumsnmwgw‘
f-¥ourta Judiclal Cireutt, and Chiel Justice Artbar T.

fparer to retirement age. T g interesting
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" the Catholic faith since the death of Frank Mur-f
ky 48:1049._Actually, however, both these fartsh
ciit Judge Brennan's backgreund are incidental B
e mtjoreonndmﬁonnthatheknm
Judge with an excellent record. . 57 = . ¢
President Tisanhower told his press ‘eonferénce ¢
week that be was scanning the records of the
”gupbpmteeonruuwelluthooeonthe"
Poderal bench. This mningputludgenrenm{
haveryhmblepodtion.4gmdmteofmmrd.
pw Echool, he mags a brilliant record a the prac-
¢ of law in Newark. Since 1949 he has had experi- .
» 2 a1l three branches of the New Jersey courts,.
as a tria] judge, then in the appellate division
on the New Jersey Supreme Court. Inademuﬂ

‘ é{)" — /63 50/ -/'& Wash. Post and ii

NOT RECORDED . Times Herald
shisiaswsiash, News o
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Tecoghiiion of ‘the Awmerican-Bar -mnd party respdhaibil
Mdmmzmonmemmgamumm_
Msmnhdunlmpeachsbleehuamr “4rom withiA Ns ‘own
and sceomplishment™ - | . L. guﬂlﬂedtor;ﬁpotnﬁve
ﬁgmmmmmu wowmwucunmnm

" I74ions admirsbly. ‘He is fitty, nvenyeut
“jyounger tlian any sitting Justice. * His
" @itapding in every purticularis excéllent.
Szhumuetgoodmdlnxev:m
‘and iz highly recommended by Chiet .
~Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt of -that .
state. The President, havipg had tbe .

murdxbemocntsmdthree‘ﬂe-

' R BT L TL AR 2]

'p 14

of bench and bar, ‘has clearly found - -
mmummwumumm *4
B:nce&eSumeconndreadym- -4

- N rneld canvassed and taking expert coun- -

»;mbllcans. there ln.d been eondderable . \

4he opposition ean supply a better man. |
“The President has been éareful to_point
“fout the broad ‘he proposed to

mlnnmnztbesumetxmtnam ])

vonldbewen'udlcmm.mm

appo!nhnent hu been mde, ﬂ-
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In ssoordanee v :8h pour request & dtsereset tagutry
Ass desn senduosed by owr Newark Fisld Dtvision sedsy eensersiag
Justice ¥illtam Joseph Brennan, Jr.; end she Sollewing :
$nferaction wEs obtained esonserning Aim, ’

eonatders: e eRnGR 6n eutstanding Jurtst whese
repudation $3 sbove reproaeh. He s SORS tdered so bes wery
sirict on lepsl metters $n hfs eours dut ostrenely effistent
end fair ninded, deo cenaidered Justiee Brennsn &8 ardent

V Cstholtc $n lay efreles.
(\ ' s known Justios Arennsn

ear8. 4&¢ recaclled Ais appetintaeat %o she
sv Jersey Superier Court in 1645, later 3o the dppellate
Divisien, and $n 1858 se his present pesition as Asseotate
Justice of she Suprems Coxrs of New Jersey.
indioated shet Justioe Brennan Aas sshibised sten B
Judtctal sbiltiy snd potfss. He eonstders Atn shorenphly oo
oompetens and srussworshy. HNis legal epinions are "“gﬁ >
1103

bd
[ad
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™
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¥e
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end give svidence of tndependent ressarch end elear tht
wish.no $ndteatton of prejudices. &e Sndtcated Shéf J
2renncn’s reputation §8 exesllent and he wss snable’
saything of & dsrogator nature sonesratag Aim,
sdded shot Ae Inew little of Justioe Brenasn’s sec aiye
personal baskgrosnd dut ¥mew $Asd whtle Ae hué Deon“Baaviiated
oith she Jaw Sirn of Pitasy, Nerdin, Ferd and rennkh, SAE
Juattce hed spestaltned prindipally ¢ eorporats b
¢ i i -] -Pelations BEtIErse reeslled Shat Just sr@nsn’s .
| gasher wos & former end?x, S68 Jeroey,

G

R

ST0RT S She City of ¥
-@n8 ¥R 16 of $he Depariniat of Pudlte Safety. Mr. Brennan, 8r.,
Toleon | W88 ¥n( gcu’ol':'u Jabor movensnts @nd a4 one ¢ins wis & S
- tickols L _Treprosentestve of & saten _g{aqu, WISk she Dagléing oredes :

bd-10250/=3F
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Somsrendsa for Pyr ATTORNET SENEBAL

| gadustsry. HNe Lol Srst 2. Brennsa, 8., oeuld be Goscribed ss
8 lober lesder af the Hgld seheosl” whe ‘dtnd saat Jader’s
preobdlens shonlé be werked oxt benefit of Whe employee
as well oo She snployer. ‘ohat

sheeked 1f beosuse of Justiee RAGA

sn)y Streng prejudtess $n hts Judiotal sAiaking. Jmstice
Breanss wWss sot Enown Ry b0 be engsged ectively -
$n political affairs ough he delteved Ain ¢o be & Democrat.
Justice Brenngn’s sppetntaent $0 she bench was msde By
 Soverner Alfred Priseesll, Bepudliesn.

thet Justtes Breaman hcs mes shovn a&nly tateresst I8 pelitical
mctters and has been 80 eircamspect IR regard $» pelitioal
ezpressions shat even his oclesest Sfriends oonld not state
posttively i ¢ deens hinsels S0 de @ Democrat or @
Republtesn. peinted out shet Justfoe Brenman ‘e
-father wad_ late 15908 a8 & polstical lecder

end sas & fermer Directer of Pubdlic Safety in Jewark. #&e
eonaidered Mr. Brennan, .y 8 man of Righ Snsegrity elthoughk

Ae had soms undsT sttack by hie peltttcal adversaries dsring

Ais tenure $an eoffice decause of sllegstions of graft snd
eorruption $n She Newark Police Depariment while Ae was Directore
In Shis regaré, &x saguiry was eonducted by the Pregsecutor of
Sessex County, FNev Jerasy; bhewever, BO prasentuents or
tndfcinents were JorthooRing« puring Ferld ¥er II Justice
Brennan egrved tn the srasd services being dtsckurged az €
eslonel. Fitle 8% she Army Ae pecetved extensive experisnce

tn she fteld of lador relations a&nd sepetiation of contracts.
noluded by saying sAct he sonsidered Justfce Bremncn

sausually eempetent, of excellent reputation end highest peraonal

hdicated shst Ae hss known
4 -Jusssoe F{ "years. 4&e stated shas while In private

| prectice Justice Srennsh wss engaged ’rtutpdznu'uorpontc st
work: end in lsder relations representing onployers . #He sonsidore

e
3

e




memsrendsa for TN AYPORNIY SXNIRAL

Justtes Breansn 99 da & very oenpstent Jurtas with & reputation
$a the eommunity Jor éadegrisy end Aonssty. e oonatdered Ats
Jegal sptnions te dbe seuad end well ressoned. de tndicated
shat he hsd Aesrd ramors shat upon the retirensat of Chief

! Justsee Tanderdilt, Hew Jersey Euprens Cours, Justice Breanan

g poxld be his, Justics Yenderbilt's, ohetec as & successor i

' Ae event @& Demecratic goveraer was then tncunbent.

 gadtocteg @
slese personsl Jriendsiip witk Justice Breanan Jer
rs. HNe regerded Jurtice 2rennan as & Jurist of g

_@bility whese ¥asegrity 8 unfmpeasheble and whosze eoncept of

duty s best $llustroted by his personal sscrifice in

relinguishing & Jew prectice which had &n apprexinate income
. ¢f $60,000 %o $50,008 annuslly so eeceept R sppotntaent on

she Superior-Coeurt. v . ,

ec = Mr. Fi2ltam F. Rogers
Deputy Attorasy Genercl
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Memorisndum - vNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

M. mw o | . . opam: October 8,1956 ..
B .. TN o . - .*

. WILLIAM J. BRENNAN, JR. e s
. “NOMINEE AS ASSOCIATE JUSTICE _ ]
OF THE SUPREME COURT D.C N3

‘ Upon the recent nomination by the President of
captioned individual to succeed Honorable Sherman Minton as an
Associate Justice of the U. 8. Supreme Court, a review of Bufiles 1
made to determine the extent of past contact with him.

The only information located concerning Brennanis a F o
copy of an address delivered by him before the National Conference on =
Congestion in the Courts in the Great Hall of the Department of Justice .
on May 22, 1956. Brennan was at that time Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of New Jersey. (94-49528-3) There has been no
correspondence with him. ,

Brennan's father, who is now deceased, was formerly
Director of Pyblic Safety in Newark, New Jersey. There had likewise
been no contact between the Director and him. T

RECOMMENDATION:
None. For information,

P g
call: .
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m WNo active investigation conducted by Bureau but at request .

of Attorney General discreet inquiry made by Newark W} =
Division September 1956, concerning Brennan. -No derogatoyy
information developed and Attorney General so advised. 1
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