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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG
Reporting Office Ofios of Origin Date Investigative Perto} 4\ J
WASHINGTON FIELD BUREAU 5/17/61 | 4/24-5/16/61 "
s _
aayTi " CAAREACTER OF CASE
WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VOX £ (BXe)
WA-114136, aka Freiherr von Braun, ' 2
Wernher Ilagnus Maximilian Freiherr AEA - A ‘ S
von Braun SE S
E REVE"Sk ¥i i) '}I’QJ";» ‘ /
L g e
REFERENCE
Bureau letter to Birmingham dated 4/18/61.
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Will report results of outstanding lead at CIA
on applicant and brother. w '
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AT WASHINGTON, D. C.
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: ' 4. TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DO codev
Report of: - | Offic Washington, D. C;

Date: 5/17/61 ;

Field Office File No.s 116-133470 Bureau File Noa

Title: WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN -

WA-114136
r—u\\r * 3"1?1509 B‘ij
Characten AEA - A oN §-23-8
. . 257,7a3 _
Synopsis: No personnel file located NASA. No additional 4

pertinent information files of CSC or AEC
Security, HCUA negative, Passport ssued

r, 1956, and October, 1960 '(b é;%
cquaintance recommends (b (e
- P -

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D, C.

- EMPLOYMENT \

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

On May 16, 1961, sonnel
Office, 801 19th Street, N. W., advised SA
JR., that her files contain no personnel record on

applicant, She stated that this file would be located at.
his current place of employment, L

On May 16, 196 Security
Office, NASA, advised SA a es reflect the
applicant was granted a 'Top Secret" clearance by the = -

Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama, based on a backgroun
investigation by the Third Army, completed December 29, 1954.

Clasefict »&g&m L T S -
Declasst®y o '&i";‘é'é SHOWN GTHERWISE. -~ QQNFWENHAL (‘5/

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL ltb_mopnmdmmﬂhhlndhmwg it and
' ita contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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WFOA 116-133470 - CONFI NT'AL

On June 27, 1960, NASA granted e applicant a
"Top Secret" clearance based on the foregoing investigation
which clearance he currently holds,

On May 11, 1961,

— Personnel Off iée,
National Academy of Sci National Research Council -

(NAS - NRC), advised SAﬁthat her records reflect the -
applicant is not a member of NAS - NRC,

Security Office, NAS - NRC,

advised SA er es contain no record on the applicant.

stated that during this period he
was certain the applicant was not politically active and
that he only did what his position required him to do as
part of the government insofar as political matters were
concerned, He stated there is no question whatsoever in
his mind concerning the applicant's character, associates,
reputation or loyalty and that he would recommend him,
without hesitatioa, for a position of trust and confidence,

advised SA that he had
riefly met the applicant whom he described as a great man,
however, he did not know him well enough to furnish any
additional comments or make any recommendation.

MISCELLANEOUS

The files of the Bureau of Personnel Investigations,

Civ igsion, as reviewed on May 1, 1961, by
IC contain no additional pertinent
information © e applicant.
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¥FO 116-133470 CONHW&NT‘AL - 0
_ RO

The 11;éi”dfréﬁifﬂéﬁbo Committee on Un-American’
Activities as checked on May ‘4, 1961, by IC
contain no record on the applicant.

On May 2, 1961, Security Files,

Washington Area Securit erationg Office, Germantown,
Maryland, advised SA that the applicant's
security file WA-1141 contains no additional pertinent
information.

The files of the Passport Office, Department of
State, reviewed on May 11, 1961, by SE* reflect
the applicant was issued Passport Number 392 on December 7,
1956, for a two-week trip to Puerto Rico and possibly the
Virgin Islands, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, and
other Caribbean Islands on offieial business for the United
States Navy in San Juan, He listed his birth date as
March 23, 1912, at Wirsitz, Germany. ~

On August 20, 1959, the above passport was renewed
for travel to France, Germany, and England on official
business for the Army Ballistic Missile Agency.

On July 20, 1960, the above passport was amended
to show the applicant as proceeding abroad on official
business for NASA,

o On October 17, 1960, the applicant was issued
Passport Number 2462083 for travel to Germany, Austria,
France, England, Sweden, Switzerland, Italy, and Norway
for pleasure. The file contained no additional pertinent
information.

The files of the Office of Security, Central
as caused to be checke May 9, 1961,




: . \
[}
- s

Report Form

. APPRCPPIATE AGERCIED
. AND FIVLiD O TICES

FD-263 (5-12-55.) } ADVISED Y I C{N"
NS ‘3’:“:5“’
FEDERAI.“ BUREAU OF INVESTIGAﬂON
Reporting Office Office of Origin Date Investigative Period B
BIRMINGHAM BUREAU 5/17/61 5/4-12/61

TITLE OF CASE

WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN

“| Report made by

Typed By:

SA

VON BRAUN - WA-114136, aka CHARACTER OF CASE ( b)(@
Freiherr Von Braun, Wernher _
Magnus Maximilian Freiherr AEA-A '
Von Braun
WXRE

REFERENCE '
Bureau letter to Birmingham dated 4/18/61.
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;«.__.5;~ %ré/

~
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4~ Bureau (AMSD) Rms.&-
, ] -
1 - Birmingham (116-13038) :o MAY 19 1961
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FD-204 (Bov. 380 . {')
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B B I gUNlTEI'.) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE S
: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . i coame e @it fmlses

4PPRORIATE AGINCIZS

Sr P S B AT e QAERE e
" Naturalization records and employment records réfle

. " applicant born 3/23/12, 'us,it.z,s(}ermy.,_‘,!_11014*1.,{
‘petition

47868 for naturalization, USDC, Birminghams
Alabama, 1/18/55. Naturalized Huntsville, Alabama, |
4/14/55, issued Certificate of Citizenship ¥#7297683, "
Employment records MSFC, KASA, Huntsville, reflect .. 57"
applicant employed 9/13/45, Department of Army, af
Project Director, Research and Development Division

Ft. Bliss, Texas. In May, 1950, transferred to Guided
Missile Development Group, REDSTONE ARSERAL, Buntsvilley”
.. Alabama,  Effective 7/1/52, transferred to Civil Service
_gtatus. Effective 2/14/56, transferred from Ordnance -’
- Missile Laboratory, RSA, to ABMA as Director, Develep-
- ment Operations Divisionm,. . Ettectivo-;J/llco;f‘:n,‘nnedj_»,::;;gﬁ., g
-~ pirector, MSPC, NASA, ~“Access to top secret. granted: #
- 9/19/55, extended by MSFC. Security file, MSFC, T8~
flects applicant was member of Naxzi Party in Geraimy
-and 88 Hajor in German Army." Never active in either.:

No adverse information developed by NASA Security Office. -

3.© Associates, MSFC, comment favorably and recoamend,’ =

- gcredit and eriminal megative. ™. ; 253 ‘
T S 3 L e
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- . DETAILS:" AT BIRMINGHAM ALABAMA ST

1. German two children, IRIS CAREEN VON BRAUN, porn .
, _ " and MARGURITE CECILE VON BRAUN, born .
' a untsville, Alabama._‘ S L et e T

BH 116-13038

On May 4 1961,
U. S District Court Clerk's Office, advised tha
of that office reflect WERNHER VON BRAUN, 907 McClung Street,
Huntsville, Alabama, filed petition #7888 on January 18, 1955
at Birmingham, Alabama, for the purpose of becoming naturalized.

- She further advised the records reflect he was naturalized in .

Huntsville, Alabama, on April 14, 1955, and was issued Certifi-.f'

'.cate of Citizenship No, 7297683.v.»n, P S ‘;~7:4-”

further advised that WERNHER VON BRAUN

was born March !, 1912, in Wirsitz, P

His
wife, MARIA LOUISE VON BRAUN, was bornm in Berlin,
Germany, and they were married February 1, » 1n Landshut,

The records of U, S, District Court Clerk's Office
further reflect that WERNHER VON BRAUN had lawful admission
for permanent residence; that he was at El1 Paso, Texas, on
November 2, 1949, and his Citizenship Certificate #7297683
was signed by DAN STRONG, Deputy Clerk, U, S, District Court,
Northern District of Alabama. L e L ”

AT HUNTSVILLE ALABAMA: 1;@ ‘1‘ ;_ i,

1

. Personnel Office, GEORGE C MARSHALL
SPACE FLIGHT CENTER (MSFC), NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION (NASA), made available for review applicant's
personnel file maintained at the Personnel Office of MSFC, - °
This file reflects that WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN .
was born March 23, 1912, at Wirsitz, Germany, This file re- .
flects that from May, 1930, to November, 1932, applicant was
employed by the Rocket Field Reinickendorf, Berlin, Germany; : .
from November, 1932, to April, 1937, he was employed at the
Army Proving Ground, German Ordnance Department, Kummersdarf,
Germany, rggg_égzll 1937, to Mayl_l945 by the Ar_x Rocket _

- . “ P - . -t M e ., N ‘. - g |'- RO . b
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Center, German Army Ordnance Department, as Technical Director, l:ll

at Peenemuende, Germany; from September, 1945, to May, 1950, -
employed as Project Director, Research and Development Division,‘
Sub-Office (Rocket), for the U, S, Army, Fort Bliss, Texas, = : - .°
From May, 1950, to February, 1956, he was employed by the U, S, :
Army as Technical Director at REDSTONE ARSENAL, Huntsville, - . - -
Alabama, assigned to the Guided Missile Development Group,
Effective February 14, 1956, he was transferred from the
Ordnance Missile Laboratory, REDSTONE ARSENAL, to the Aray
Ballistics Missile Agency (ABMA) as Director of Development -
Operations Division, On July 1, 1960, he was transferred from -
ABMA, as Director of Development Operations Division, to MSFC -
as Director of MSFC., He is still employed by NASA as Director
of MSFC, This file reflects that as of July 1, 1952, applicant
was appointed as an Aeronautical Research, Development and '
Design Engineer under Civil Service status. All employment
prior to that time was under a contract basis,

This file reflects that a background investigation
was completed by the U, S, Third Army on December 29, 1954, - = -
and that secret clearance was granted on July 11, 1955.;

Applicant's personnel ‘file contains no derogatory -
information but does contain numerous letters of commendation Tt
for outstanding performance of duties,

On May 12, 1961, — Personnel
Security Section, MSFC, advised that a resume of applicant's . - -

security file maintained by the Security Section, MSFC, reflects
that applicant received his U, 8, Citizenship on April 14, 1955,

‘Final clearance (security) was granted by REDSTONE ARSENAL, T
Intelligence and Security Division, on July 26, 1955, based

upon a favorable background investigation completed in December,-"*

1954, by U, S, Army. Access to top secret information was
granted on September 19, 1955, and was extended by MSFC on
July 1, 1960, - _ .

" Applicant’s security file reflects that he - was & °
member of the SS Horseback Riding School in Germany from 1933
to 1934, He was a D,L,V, pilot in 1933; was a member of the

247
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_BH 116-13038 _

He stated he worked with him in Germany
prior to eir entrance to the United States and has been .
associated with him since th t he Unite tate

comments concerning
8 character, reputation, associates and loyalty
A were favorable and he highly recommended applicant.‘

MSFC, advised that he has been

assocC W h rofessional and social =’ =
basis since stated that from his T
association w applican € considers the United States to -

be extremely fortunate to have such a man as applicant in
their service, His comments concerning applicant's character,
reputation, associates and loyalty were favorable, and he
highly recommended applicant,

On May 12, 1961,

, advised that he has been associate icant
He stated that in his estimation . i
e has found applicant to be the mos cu y minded

at it has been his pleasure to work under. His comments
concerning applicant's character, reputation, assocliates and

PRe g .-

loyalty were favorable and he highly recommended gpplicant,_';ﬂ‘.“ .

advised thaf?i
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Boporting Office Office of Origin Date Investigative Period
TITLE OF CASE Report made by Typed By:

)

VON BRAUN - WA - 114136, aka
Freiherr Von Braun, Wernher Magnus
Maximilian Frelherr Von Braun -

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT

y
\

-w:.
REFERENCE
Bureau letter to Birmingham, 4/18/61.

- RUC -

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN ]S UNCLASSIFIED
DATE Q[20/% BY %I ey
// \ |
Mpwf/m e s’!:d;;::" " Do not write in spaces below
Copies madet S~ S .
) Buress Jio-lrw 7250 /2
' , NOT RECORDED 0
1 - New York (116-121501) : 17 MAY 18 1961
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE -
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. Copy to: B o (/b)C\ C e

Report of:
Date: /17/61 ' L 5 o o
" Field thce File No: NY 116- 121501 A' : e : Burecw F|le No: LE

Ofiice: New York, _New Yorl;_'. a

o Tlﬂe WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAU'N < WA- 1114136

Character:  ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT
Synopsis: Reference recommends. .

- RUC -

ALL lNFORMATlONCONTAlNED o o -
HEREIN I ?NCLASSIHEO e e e e

DATE ﬂM—ﬂzﬂLL

"l

This document contains neither ri dations nor lusi of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agepay; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. K-




NY 116-121501
DETAILS: .vw oo cor it o L5 e i e

advised -

m added that in his opinion the
applicant 15 al to America and would in no .-

instan States.

e conclude
y saying that he would recommend the applicant for any
position whatsoever involving the security of the United .
States Government. - E : S e T

S R
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-58)
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FBI

Date: 5/19/61

Y S S

Transmit the following in _PLAIN TEXT
(Type in plain text or code)
Via __-_ AIRTEL AIR MATL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
e e e e e e e o+ o e e e e e e e ot e e e e e e > o o e o o o e o ) I -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, ALBANY (116-24800)
RE: WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIANOVON BRAUN -
: WA-114136, Aka. Freihew?Von Braun,
Wegnner Magnus Maximilian Freiherr
Von Braun
AEA-A
BUDED:5/18/61

Re Baltimore airtel to Director dated 5/16/61, a
copy of which is enclosed herewith for the New York Office.

Also enclosed herewith to aid the New York Office
in its investigation is a CIC report reflecting results of an
interview _Witn T 7

New York conduct ap?la\sxmvestlgation.

CCO- Bureau ( \‘W‘ o
2 - New York c. 2)( .._ﬂbw ‘;/, /
2 - Albany (116 24800) .NOTI-~ﬁh

(7
WLL INFORMATION CONTAINED
L HEREIN IS LINGLASSIFHED
| [ M/ DATEL)M&@BY NS qlnd
Approved: /A Sent

dpecial Kgent in Charge 25 q



{
5/23/61
AIRTEL
' To: SAC, New York (116-121501) -
From: Director, FBI (11?-447851) gf?/ .
WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAK VON BRAUR _ yu 3 14136 e

aka, FREIHERR VON BRAUN, WERNHER MAGNU
MAXIMILIAN FREIHERR VON BRAUN L

AEA-A -
Re Albany airtel 5/19/61.

Note correct caption as set out above. -

Surep by return mail. ;5 | : o

1 cc = Albany (Info)

mxﬁne,"
MNZBl%l

COMM-FBI

oL
,¢66/

. (5) ,". ) - )
. ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED, -
Gu— %, . HEREINISUNGLASSIFIED .\ . - i
y g, ONE 034 BYM&S

Tavel
Trotter

Tolson
Parsons
Mohr

W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy

255

MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT E:] -
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Date: 5/22/61

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)
AIR TEL

S P S

ity or Method of Mailing)

' 70: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT: WEBNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN/VON BRAUN
WA-11u136, akao,
AEAA

Re Baltimore airtel to Bureau, 5/16/61.

advised on 5/22/61, that
€ Calif,, address unknown,

Baltimore contact— obtain address of_ and

set out lead for interview,

%
A \
P 40 Tk A
@- Bureau 7 e
- Baltimore_(/€- S)¥ ) 0,3”
~

1 - Pittsburgh

W

[ Y4 IR 517 /?

' NOT RECORDED
5 MAY 23 19w

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS NCLASSI&lED

£ . v DATE 4@&_ \
x%% - @U

Special Ag‘ent in Charge




WA-114136
AEA-A

L

Re Pittsburgh airtel 5/22/31.

Tofson e
Pursons

»ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
CHEREIN IS NC LASSIFIED

DATEZ) BY 1

Rosen
Tave] e
Trotter e
W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room

Inqru.m —
Gandy _.,5&‘_{; , ,b‘i LjOPJA EELE YPE UNIT l:]

MAILED 9
MAY2 4 1961

COMM - FR!

o as7

' To: SAC, Baltimore (116-51857) -
From: Director, FBI (116-447851) / y S
YERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON Bmmu, aka

5/24/61

B XU oF L
s - c.. - -[_ ‘,'_;‘.; W .

o Handle interview immediately and set out appropriato
lead with instruction to surep to reach Bureau by 6/1/61,

without fail.

S .
Yy P

- 3
L o

° s -

b ot .
o
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UNITED STATES GOV: NMENT I '}

" L ——d
.. ° ‘ ® :
OPTIONAL FORM NO.~10 . N ) Mr. Tolson ———
X <o)
.

L
- Memorandum .~

/ :.' o ' A. k.l;v,“, /.. .

TO : Mr. Eva.nQ/‘///, DATE: 4‘[19/61 : W ‘1‘, ' . ’
\ \ Mdine e |
. 7 / \l Tavel.. —. 1
FROM @ Mr. Cleve lanﬁ' ' %’.“L ‘ ,}'\» ) -',L Mr. Tavel.. 4

My, Trotter o %
Ay, W.C.Sulli-an |

Tele. Room.— 1}
sugjecT:  WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN Mr. fngram—— |
WA-114136 (ED(Q =0

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT

This is to advise the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC
requested a background investigation of Doctor von Braunm,
who is Director of the George C. Marshall Space Flight Center,
National Aeronautics and the Space Administration, Huntsville,

Alabama.

Doctor von Braun is one of the German scientists and
missile experts brought to this country under the protective
custody and control of the Joint Intelligence Objective Agency

in 1945.

Bureau files reflect that a background investigation
was conducted in 1948 at the request of Mr. Peyton Ford, themn
Assistant to the Attorney General, with emphasis on the security i T
aspects of the immigration of Dr. von Braun into the United States
for permanent residence. That investigation was favorable.- '
Copies of reports in this investigation will be furnished to AEC.

An investigation is being ordered to the field inm .
this case with instructions to bring the previous investigation
up to date. The field is also being instructed that this case

should be assigned to experienced agents and that it will not
be necessary to conduct a neighborhood investigatiom. .-

ACTIONZ

~ You will be advised of any unusual developments.

il 4 \

NOT RECORDED
Y7 JuL 6 1961

e ~4S7 85 [ 17
AL iNPOTTVIATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEN )3:4 2 BYUUCTRY

L e e -
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Beport Porm
FD-263 (5-13-55) . ——
" ' ! )
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _
Reporting Otfice ) Office of Origia | | Date Investigative Period. N 1
ALBANY BUREAT 5/22/61 5/19/61 /ln\( (e\ |
TITLE, OF CASE Report made by ‘ L/
" WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN ‘—
(OVON BRAUN - WA-114136, Aka,, | T iomenoF G
Freiﬁ&n’Von Braun, We?hher
Magnus Maximilian Freiherr AEA-A
Von Braun ,
IEYEXHER
REFERENCES: Baltimore airtel to Bureau 5/16/61, and Albany

airtel to Bureau 5/19/61.

. - RUC -
SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR

ADD. DISSEMINATION. ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

AL

ALT IFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATED BY Qs (g
' y
Approved | 4 *W oSl Do not write in spaces below
Coples made: | e ;
BT ; i—_
Z - Bur'eau / Vit \'““//é (éggbe/( 2/
1 - Albany (]16-24800) T:TN‘::‘;T:’Z? I'EE;T{I)D
. £ L, e ' 2 e —
lc““rba / — | EQ. RE'I‘?.‘ Uy- :
~ el — T
U
/C;C//éi’/ﬂ//;:'g Atcaic SnosGT C"missioncovglg PAGE
&/ MAY2 9 1961
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Vo i :
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ~ -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

o L (bﬁ@

......

§°°°"°"'SA* © . Ofics ALBANY, NEW YORK
Date: May 2 . L S .{ . . ‘ .

Fleld thce File No.: 116 2}4800 o o : ' Burecw File No.:

" TWle WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN -T*-
" WA - 111;136 4

Character: ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT

Synopsig ed closely with applicant from
at the Army  Ordnance Guided
Missile Center, Fort Bliss, Texas. Applicant highly thought
of in his field and is of good character and reputation and .
believes in the American way of life. states he does
not know if applicant was a Nazl sympathizer but said many
of the German engineers Joined the Nazi Party because they
BN \\ had no alternative if they wanted to provide for their families
U, '} and continue with their work. *would recommend applicant
(0

even though he feels the Unlted ates should be cautious and
constantly aware of the German scientiststactions. e

- ruc ALL INFORMATION CONTAI INED

o HEREIN IS UNC
. e ASSIHED

He advised that the applicant
pecame the technical director of the Army Wrdnance Guided Missile
Center at Huntsville, subsequent to the project's moving from
Fort Bliss, Texas,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It i{s the property of the FBI and ll loaned to your agency; it and .
its contents are not to be distributed outsjde your agency. \ - e i
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o mthe applicant is highly thought of.” *
in hi » n vidual of good character and . . "~ .-

reputation and one who believes in the American way of iifé;'.;*'

- the applicant received a Bachelor A
- of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Institute  ~
of Technology in Berlin, Germany in 1932, and that during a-
period in 1931, the applica ded the Technlcal Institute
in Switzerland. the applicant received his
degree of Doctor © sics from the University
of Berlin in 1934, during the time applicant
was studying at the nology in 1931, the .
applicant assisted Professor OBERTH in writing a book concerning
the possibilities of constructing liquid-fired rockets. He said
applicant shortly thereafter founded his own private rocket .
development business in Berlin and that among his experiments .
was a 2 ound rocket fired by gasollne and liquid oxygen., -
in 1932, the applicant was connected with the
erman Army, his duties having been concerned with basic missile
research 3nd weather data experimentation. He said the German

Government financed the applicant's building of test stands—

and facllitles for experlmentation 1n Darmstadt, Germany.

'said that in 1939, applicant became a technical advisor a -
Peenemunde Proving Ground located on the Baltic Sea, adding tha
the Commandin

the applicant continued his guided
missile work roughout the war and met with ADOLPH HITLER on
several occaslons, beling decorated by HITLER twice. He said-
one of applicant's decorations consisted of the Iron Cross. He
sald he had seen pictures of the applicant recelving this Iron .
Cross decoration from HITLER. : ' oL T

U 021G the end of the war the applicant
learned that HITLER had instructed the SS Troops to gas all the
technical men concerned with the rocket development. He said upon
hearing this the applicant comméndeeréd a train and along with
other technlcal men fled to some location in the mountains
located in South Germany. He said the applicant, along with . -
many others, chose to leave this location in the mountains and
flee to the American lines,

_ the applicant, like many other German

engineers, was an cpportunlst., He said the applicant has stated
that he was not interested in politics but was an engineer,and
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that this was his life. —he did not know
if the applicant was a Nazi sympathlzer or not but stated -

that in his associations with many German sclentists while
at Fort Blisa, Texas, he learned that many of these German
scientists' and engineers had jolned the Nazl Party because
they had had no alternative if they desired to provide for
. thelir families and continue on with their work., o

the applicant was hypercritical of N
the slowness of the United States development of guilded o
missiles. He said the applicant was disturbed because they
were never able to get sufficient funds to go on with this
program as well as the fact that when it came to working on

airborne vehicles they were unabl get skillled people in

the Fort Bliss area. under the circumstances

they merely did the bes ey could. . '
m he would recommend the applicant for

a position W the Government, He advised that even

though he would recommend applicant, he feels that the United

States should be cautious and constantly awsa f the German
scientists' actions. He advised that hewas an American,
would always be an American, and native-born Germans would also

always be Germans,

T 2L
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Report Form . ) ‘ ’
FD-263 (5-12-53.)

!
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Reporting Office Office of Origin Date Investigative Period
BIRMINGHAM BUREAU A 5/24/61 5/23/61
TITLE OF CASE Report made by

‘ WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN (B -~ [ CHARACTER OF CASE
,..;,} VON BRAUN - WA - 114136

¥

aka. Frieherr Von Braun, :
Wernher Magnus Maximililan , AEA A

Freihera Von Braun

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR—
ADD. DISSEMINATION, -

@/REFEBENCE: Baltimore airtel to Buree.u 16/61.
Report of SA# 5/17/61 Birmingham.
. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED | U’>((c D

=" HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ADMINISTRATIVE
, DATEDR BY

Synopsinc

Approved T UX 0» lp% Bpec g;:,::’t Do not write in spaces below
Copies mode: \‘ U y / BN
A\ Bureau - AMSD - Registered N

p M TR’ECQRD
1 - Birmingham (116'138%8}"'5‘1,9 _ / /*/JK’
‘ Y ea ' JZZ ' . 7
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“/435,/2 - oriricsion

- sic Energy C
W g 00 e

Property of FBI — This report is loaned to you by the FBl, and neither it nor its contents ard to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned.

N O R L ——— I 2




BH 116-13038

e o -

. . - ’ 3

to locate and 1nA’cerview'._'

. . “ -
i -
p]
~
. R
- )
- a3
N RS
S
R .y " T
} . . e «
¢ ) . - ' ’
< . it ’
t 1 ¢ *
. L P
. .
. v ¢
N - $r > - - » i

B*

COVER PAGE



o ®
UN.TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .JSTICE ~——
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-%0) ~

Report of: SA Lo © ' Office: 'Birmingharr': T
w‘: . 5/ ¢ 1 A.' “:.."_‘ o - " . LT . K o

o,

Copy to: . | | ( &(Q

TFicld dfficc File No: 116fl3038 3 ' 3 Bureou File No:

e - - WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN ... =
Guwce:  ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT:

‘Synopsis- Former associates of applicémt in Germany prior {

- to his entry into the United States, advised appli-
cant was member of NSDAP in Germany through necessity,
was never active in Party; was also officer in SS, oy
but more in nature of honorary commission; was  ° - S
never aciive in either SS or NSDAP. All commented
- favorably concerning applicant and highly recom-

mended him. , e R
| - RUC -
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN ISUNCLASSIFIED © . « o oo e o oo e
DATE O J5ulgc BY ey
9\;’.\

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

v S Y e . .
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DETAILS: - At Huntsville, Alabama -

‘ The following investigation
1961, by SA

May é3{

eorge C. Marshall Space Flight Center FC), .
ational Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), advised
he has iiown and been acquainted.yith applicant since approxi-_

mately when applicant was in charge of the V-2 Rocket
Center in Peenemuende, Germany. He stated he worked for
applicant at the Peenemuende Center. He said that during

~ the time they were together in Germany, applicant was, in
"all probability, a member of the German National Socialist o
Workers Party (NSDAP)(Nazi Party), but he was never active ‘
in the Nazi Party and his membership was through necesslity
rather than by choice. He was also a member o -
staffel (SS) and held a commission in the SS. ﬂ
advised applicant was not active in the 3S and is commisSsion
was more of an honorary commission than an actual commission.

in the field of scientific work and because of his position |
as a leader in rocket research, the Nazil Party and SS more .
or less left him alone; however, at one time applicant was e
arrested by the Gestapo and held for several weeks, but was .
subsequently released. - - S

stated applicant's primary interest was ,/,]

dvised he considered applicant to be *~
completely loyal to the United States Government and a man
whose character, reputation and assoclates were above re- ., ..
proach., He stated he highly recommended him for a position
involving trust and confidence. = . - .. . T

MSFC, NASA, adyised he has known and .
been associated with applicant sinch\{e stated he .-
werked under applicant's supervision - V-2 Rocket Center,. \
Peenemuende, Germany. He said that although applicant was ‘
probably a member of the Nazl Party in Germany and also held

a commission in the SS, he was never active in either. He
advised he never knew applicant to make any political speeches

. 246
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or to engage in politics 1n any way. He stated applicant

was a devoted scientist and his membership in the Party (Nazi)
was merely so he could continue hils scientific work at the
V-2 Center.

sald applicant, in fact, was the
driving force in moving the group of scientists from the
Peenemuende Center to the West, rather than to the Eastern
Zone of Germany immediately after World War II. He stated
applicant realized the effects of working for the Russian
Government and was extremely instrumental in causing the .
group of scientists who came to the West rather than remain
in Peenemuende and be taken over by the Russians, to do so.

Fcommented favorauiy concerning:
applican character, reputation, associates and loyalty
to the United States Government, and stated he would highly
recommend him for a position of trust and confidence.

A, advi ] o iated
oR app 1cant since
at which time he went t0 work under applicant'!s supervision ¢

at the Rocket Center, Pecenemuende, Germany. He stated appli-
cant was a member of the Nazi Party in Germany and was also
an officer in the SS; however, he was never actlive in either.
He said although applicant was the Director of the Rocket
Center, he never encouraged the employees to attend Party -
meetings and never issued any memorandums or orders suggesting
any of the employees attend Party meetings. He said appli-
cant appeared to be completely divorced from all political
activities and was only interested in hils scientific work.
He advised he only saw applicant in uniform on one occasion
and that was on a speclal day when everyone had to appear
in uniform if they were a member of the SS.

!

applicant was eXtremely
instrumental in steering a number of the employees of the
Peenemuende Rocket Center to the Western Zone at the end
of World War II, rather than allowing them to remain at the
Rocket Center and be absorbed into the Russian Zone. He
stated applicant realized what would happen to them if they
remained in Peenemuende and their only opportunity would be
to move into the Western Zone. As a result, a number of the
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Scientists from the Peenemuende Cehter moved into the Western
Zone and were subsequently brought to the United States.,

stated hé haé associated with appl;—

cant since he has been in the United States and considers

him to be a man of the highest type. His comments concerning
applicant's character, reputation, associates and loyalty
were entirely favorable and he highly recommended him for a
position of trust and confidence. :

‘ I!FC, NASA, advised he has known an! assoclated

riti applicant both in Germany and the United States since

He stated he worked under applicant at the V-2 Rocket
er, Peenemuende, Germany, during World War II, at which
Cime applicant was chief of the rocket center. He said that
although applicant was a member of the Nazi Party and also
an officer in the SS, applicant was active in nelther. He
advieed that to his knowledge he never saw applicant in his
SS uniform. He stated applicant never engaged in political
Speeches for the Nazi Party and had no interest in Party
work. He saild applicant was strictly a scientist and devoted
his entlre thinking to science rather than to any activity
in the Nazi Party. .

: commented favorably concerning appli-
cant's character, reputation, associates and loyalty to the
United States and highly recommended him for a position in-
volving trust and confidence. ‘

U*
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Report Form . ;
FD-263 (5-12-55) * -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Reporting Office Office of Origia Date Investigative Period
NEW YORK BUREAU 5/24/61 5/22-24/61

TITLE OF CASE o Report made by Typed By:
WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON
BRAUN - WA - 114136 CHARACTER OF CASE ( )éC?
aka Freiherr Von Braun, Wernher b \)
Magnus Maximilian Freiherr Von :
Braun AEAA 2/////

REFERENCE:
Albany airtel to Director, 5/19/61.

Zeet

- RUC -

) L % INFORMATION CONTATNED |
C HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED |
> __ DATERN\[# BLM&L

f;r; Copies made: (@ -
/Tipureau (116-447851) //é/ 4/&/7j§ o '-‘;3
1-New York (116-121501)

NOT RECORDED -

IR T . 5 may 24 1961
/- /')' /
i N <5j g,;ﬂ q‘ 7’/\:"( Q:LLk.U
™ FEZ7
7 .
/’((?:?/0%25/9 eI 2 ca tal”? <%§;d -

A “Atomic Bhespy Coamrizsion
{//{ (Ve - !

MAY2 9 1961 26 Ct
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JuSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy tor ( b) UD

Report of: Office: New York, New York
Date: 5/2 . » '

Field Office File No: 116-121501 Bureau File No.:  116-U447851
Title: WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN -

WA - 114136
Character: ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT

Synopsis: —recommends applicant.
States he 1s aware that applicant was a member
of the Nazi Party and an officer in the SS in
Germany. States he would be cautious of the
applicant if sometime in the future the US
again became involved in a conflict with Ger-
many .

- RUC -

ALL 1FORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UMCLASSIFIED
DATEZ}1]¥  BYic

219 s

This document contains neither r dations nor lusi of the FBI. 1t is the property ot the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside your ageney.
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DETAILS: ' Ly

4

advised asl»;fgg"l

VON BRAUN was very cooperative With
8 group and they were successful in getting the - . .. =
sclentists and their families away from the Russians;;_;;g‘.‘
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VON BRAUN was an officer in the German SS -
troops. While VON BRAUN was technical director of -
the German gulded missile program, he had received .

several invitations to become an SS officer. -
ed the offer Ut was advised eventually
that it would be wise for
Jol s, whic

h VON BRAUN did. ated
this to him at one time who
now lives in the United ates, conlirme s. Be-
cause of VON BRAUN's high position in (... Germany

at the time, it was expected of him to joln the SS.
It is his estimation that VON BRAUN was a member of
the SS for about 18 months to two years.. He does
not belleve thaet VON BRAUL ctive or had any din-
terest in the SS.

Concerning VON BRAUN's membership in the
Nazi Party, he is aware that VON BRAUN was a member .
of this Party and he assumes that he was a member for
a long time. All individuals who were in a position
of responsibility in Germany, with very few exceptions,
were expected to be members of the Nazi Party. Mem- .
bership in this Party, as well as membership in the
SS, was necessary to further their professional
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VON BRAUN has never indicated that he is .. .
interested in political matters and he does not be- Loy
ldeve that VON BRAUN was concerned with political :
philosophy. Hls main interest in 1life has always . -
been his work in guided missfles and any political \
activity he may have engaged in was a means to an -
end to provide him with the necessary freedom to_ o
conduct his experiments. -

He believes VON BRAUN mentioned at one time
that the SS had put him in jail for a short time be- .
cause he had expressed the view that he was interested’
in rockets only for space purposes and not for mili-
tary use.

VON BRAUN 1is truly grateful for the oppor-
tunities this country has given him to continue his
professional interests and VON BRAUN feels that he

has been exceedingly well treated in the United States.;
VON BRAUN returned to Germany id 1947 to get married,
returned to this country, and is now naturalized.

He consliders VON BRAUN to be a person of
excellent moral character and habits and a good family
man. VON BRAUN 1s a loyal American and he recormmends
VON BRAUN for a position of responsibility associated
with the Government. His only concern about VON BRAUN -
is that if sometime in the future a powerful and mili-
tant Germany should again come in conflict with the
United States, he does not know to what side VON BRAUN
would throw his allegiance. He said VON BRAUN 1s a
German and will aglways remain so. This opinion con--
cerning VON BRAUN is true of any German. In view of -
the current international situation, he has no reason
to questlon VON BRAUN. He 1s certain VON BRAUN has no
interests in Communism and would never do business W1th
the Russians.
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 VON BRAUNsassoclates in this couhtr:}_ are
‘mainly Army officials, .~ .. - - N U
| VON BRAUN was formerly called Professor . =~ |

VON BRAUN; however, this is not a recognized title =~ -
and only one bestowed upon him by ADOLF HITLER, T
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S PLADN  TEXT
Amﬁ?ﬁf?‘ffmmmmmAmnun’&#ﬁpyéﬂiif'

703 "”,-SAc,;gAN FRANCISCO «Aﬂi&abol"" e
FROMi  SAC, BALTINORE (116-51857) e -

SURJECT: WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN vou
BRAUN, Aka. - HA-114135

1 AEA-A
IR Re BUlet to Birmingham, /1&/61 (co San Franciaco)

Bureau has advised reaults to reach Bureau by
6/1/61 without rall. .
plishalieiv

S . _ Encloaed for San Francisco are cOpies of Baltimore
_ (d;\ airtel to Bureau, 5/16/61; Pittsburgh airtel to Bureau, -
(ib 5/22/61 and G-2 Agent Re rt, dated 4/21 re ardin
1nterv1ew uith

San F:anciscq,handlc./:;ﬂ'

\
i B
- -
EI >. oy . . A I 4:..'_‘., N L o R _.“.
s . - G e T oy

o

2, San Francisco (Encs 3)(Rsaxs'maxn m) S
- Bureau (116-#47851)(330131'33@ wm.) Ty
-~ Baltimore . AR e

loo W s o

OT -
H“ SP 23 \11‘ .B. i3 R =C Y\DED
HAY 26 1961

U’VMAE

iNFORMAHON CQNTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
| gms@?.&,m_m;lﬂi
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- ( Tolson ——

’ Porsons

X Moh? e

\ > Belmont

Callaghap o

DECODED COPY i y—
Del oach

Evans

4

|

i Mglone
f |

}

3

Rosen

Tovel oo |

Trottef

¥.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room

5 Radio | 1 Teletype

URGENT  5-25-61

b1 ‘70 DIRECTOR
> | zpk”"’/.FROM SAC BIRMINGHAM 251440

(é:) WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN - WA - 114136, AKA,
AEAA. REPORT OF SA DATED MAY 24, 1961, AT
BIR'INGHAM, SUBMITTED AMSD REGISTERED ON MAY 2l;, LAST.  "DATE
OF INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD ON COVER PACE SHOULD BE MAY 23, 1961,
PLEASE CHANGE, T

RECEIVED: 12:32 PM RADIO

12:49 PM CODING UNIT  BMQ

M- dd7§5)- 25

NOT RECORDED
11 JUN 27 1861

: f:“ 52,:‘;,!' .
/C c L ¥ oot " “;\\-,!-
v

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED — © “* - -
HEREIN{S UNCLASSIFIED \ . . "

DATE 3, SBY‘}M&@)@' S

: If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
‘\\‘ paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

IS T
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FBI

Date: § /27 /61

S0 I SR

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT
_ (Type in plain text or code)
AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
______________________________________________ | I,
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI ( 116-”147851)
FROM : SAC, Wﬁ)

e ' o
SUBJECT: WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN,
aka - WA - 114136

(&Ua\ AEAA

- Re Baltimore airtel to San Francisco 25/61 requesting
1nterv1ew of

was interviewed and results submitted in report
of SA dated 5/11/61 at San Francisco.

%&m (AM) 7/(',0 //é 4[({733 /ﬁ Jé

1 - Sap Francisco NoOT I REco

4 7 iy 20 oy |
m(@ .
L INFORMATION CONTAINED

-~F

REIN,IS UNCLASSIFIED
¢ DATER | BYMRU
pprovead: — - A, L en
Aep | S;}e \Jllfgent in Clﬁrqe e .
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FD-38 (Rev. 12-13-360) . .
. s (' 3 ,
FBI

t " Date: 5/31/61

Transmit the following in S
] (Type in plain text or code)

70: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, YFO (116-133470)

WERNHER MAGNUS uxmn.un%n BRAUN, aka

g:e; :/18/61

(DY)

Re report of SA dated 5/17/61, at
Yash., D. C., and BA airte dated 5/16/61,
n 5/29/61, m*ﬁs advised vy (IR
National Agencies aison Branch, Assistant Chief
a Intelligence, Dept, of the Army, Pentagon, that file
#50005699 on applicant was destroyed 3/29/57. @ additional

C
1

pertinent information contained in hey files, A _on brother
still outstanding. WFO 1 only report resu of CIA check
on_applicant and brother bove information re applicant's ~
G-2 file not being includedin report form, UACB,. .

el Topd /16-§4785 127

- Bureau

. o - Yo NOT RECORDED .
S - o 370
\ ..-'L'é [
AIRTEL
ified by A

Detfassify on: OADR o h‘

ANAMCRFAUTIAT . /)




ATNIraIATE AGENCIER

e AND F LD © FPICES "y
=i, oo @ o Eiigh”
., . Nn N
FEDERAI. BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'I'ION SED”U
' Beporting Office ) Office ot Origta Date Iavestigative Period
WASHINGTON FIELD BUREAU 6/9/61 5/23-6/6/61

TITLE OF CASE

]

Report made

WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN - CHARACTER OF CASE
WA-114136, aka Freiherr Von Braun,
;ernlaxer llagnu- mminm elhorr- . . oo . & 0 75/ *4‘
on Braun . e A 1
b 362 P‘_:
gA v [ v » [ - i ‘
- — K

EP.
2

N CONTAINED >~
ASSIFIED EXC
OTHERWISE. _.~

MAT
CL

CIVIL ACT, 1
E.O. #
DATE

REFERENCE

INITIALS

dated 5/17/61, )

(b Xl
23-2 sttt

« RUC - Dwaﬂs S3IF
—- on__# é-
'zf-a:z?“

Pending report of SA
at Washington, D. C.

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

This report is being classified " ret" inasmuch as
the information obtained from the files of '
is also marked secret KLacl L& :)( .

znZ = INFORMANT |10 pEOD. .7 (/¢
=P ——————
1% "
== Identity of Source :
"y (@()ﬁ‘°’h
2¢% u_
iles of the Office of '
Security, CIA, as furnished to
v Approved y/ e, ncmz:‘
Tt Coples made: v i?
(9-Bureau
1-Washington Field (116-133470)
/ea Z.f A S A2

SE

N\

Y or/es

Y o
Chnﬂﬁu£§$;1uu!§,.fhiaq
>0

]
2 cc to
7 Commission

JUN1 2 1961

é&‘l&.

3

"S"‘Z"JU'ET’HQB‘(”""

wmmmwuu-«mmumwumwﬂmmwwvmw
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51, by

Contact Officer,

'ice of Security, CIA &\ .
Careful consideration has been given to the source

concealed and a T symbol was utilized in the report only in

that instance where the identity of the source must be

concealed.
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, IR (Rev.3sn o _ ‘~' : ‘ Y ‘.
. . SE#:{
) » UNITED STATES, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ' '
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

I

Report oh _ Ofﬂe.; 'uhington, D. C.

s IS 6/9/61
e FddOffce FllsNoa  116-133470 Boreau File Nos
ST Tile: .+ yERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN -
T WA-114136
Lo ‘_':' 2 ) -~ -
. DECTASSIFIED BY
e \z Characten AEA-A “——Lj’"’"? —t —
- agh Synopsiss @Eo additional information in the files of CIA K
on applicant?] Information contained in files of
(B(% set forth in Getails.
RN ah - RUC -
- 3 DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C.
@ 2,) MISCELLANEOUS
' (D((ﬂ*

The files of the Office of Security, Central
(@(% Intelligence Agency, as caused to be checked on May 23, 1961,
by SA “contuned no additional information
on the applicant -

1}9‘1&

The t ency”
containe
. the following pertinent information on one SIGIS (FREIEERR)

VON BRAUN who appears to be identical with the applicant's
brother:m w (@(5> —cFA .

" A report dated 6 945”

cate
(y@ one Baron ’ eve be identifiable.
69* with Subject, was German Secretary of the Legation to the
Holy See. According to the report, he was a diplomat of
the old school and not likely to have engaged in SD (German
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Security Police) activities. However, other sources had-u

e . \NFORMADION CONTAINED >
W ?«%‘hé’nﬁs UNCAASSIFIED EXCEPY, 8 [
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This document contains neither recommendations mor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and s loaned to your . §
its contents are not to be distributed cutaide your agency. . §E
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sugzestod that von BRABﬁ or someone else having a similar
name, had been actively connected with German intelligence
activities in Rome, Italy. “w ‘-

: "2. The report continued as follows: ‘'Von BRAUN

was a frequent visitor at the Japanese Embassy. During
the fall of 1943, there were indications that WEISZAECKER
(German Ambassador to the Holy See) was attempting to form
a Vatican information service under the direction of von
BRAUN and that von BRAUN may have been involved in certain
fifth column activities in Rome. It is possible that both
WEISZAECKER and von KESSEL (German First Secretary to the
Holy See), or at least von KESSEL, regarded von BRAUN as a
member of the SD whose duty it was to checiﬁﬁl activities
of other members of the Embassy, as well as on other
German services in Rome. It may be that von BRAUN did
carry out such activities at some other point 1 8 career 4.
when he was serving in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia). " 4

"3. This office wishes to note that, according to
the above report, General WEISZAECKER and Colonel von KESSEL-
were, at the time of the report, actively engaged in
attempting to make an arrangement with the Allies under which
Generals GUDERIAN and von RUNDSTEDT might have surrendered
their armies to the Allies, or that assistance might have
been given to the German Army by the Allies to help the
German Army liquidate the Nazis in Italy. As such,

WEISZAECKER and von KESSEL were acting at this time as
strong anti-Nazis.'
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover ¢ g? ;""

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation-. : Mf{ w]'f];?;';:
U. 8. Department of Justice M VTS Sy
Washington 25, D. C. IR Tele. Koom

M- lngram

Miss Gandy

e, -
S
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Dear Friend:

You and your lady are cordially invited tol.&

special Congressional preview I ATM AT THE STARS. )
“to be shown at 5:30 p. m., Tuesday, June 21, in the
New Senate Office Building auditorium. Mevi€e

We are privileged to co-host this movie pro- '
duced by Columbia Pictures Corporation with Army co- P
operation. It fFs based on the life and achievements L
of Dr. Wernherfvon Braun who led the development of i_"! .
América's firdt successful space satellite at Redstone PN
! A_ Arsenal, Huntsville, Alsbama. »f
‘ guest of honor will be Dr. von Braun and g .
Victorigg/Shaw, the beautiful actress who portrays his -
{ ,wife in this motion picture. We ho je you mgy be able
§ to attend this Sh-‘OWlnéREC- 53 'Z? éﬁ{ \
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1 Memorandum o T—

To W. C. Sullivan DENTI Almn: September 14, 1961

Trotter

o :  Re 0. L'Al1l

— susgecT: | [%g_gwécnnm SABOTAGE

U.S. SPACE PROGRAN'

Attached is a letter from Mr. S. Wesley Reynolds, Director
of Security, National Security Agenc (NSA), Fort Meade, Maryland,
) containing charges leve adminigtration of U.S. space

- . @)
\ / In effect, alleges that officials of the National
'V Aeronautics_and S tion (NASA) have been involved i
decisions concerning our space effort which are 8o erro
eyes, as to indicate subversion and possible sabotage.

ernher

t of :the responsibility for this obstructionism with Dr.
“,93;, Braun and other first-genmeration German_rocket scientists at -

Huntsville, Alabama. claims the{ are jealously guarding *
their perogatives to ng worthwhile ideas developed

by American companies.

of reject
\L .

and has also to

e whole story to his Congressman, James (Democrat-
California). goosevelt indicated an interest in bringing this matter’
'up on the.¥lo House of Representatives to ask for'a full

investigationg w .

' o~in ‘I‘ﬁfe with Mr. Belmont's instructions to disseminate this
material .to HASA, contact was made with the Security Office at NSA

relative ‘to o-rezuests for confidentiality on the par
sourc nvestigatotr Jeremy Lynch nterviewed stated
that definitely did not wan denti:{ made known to NASA
at th Accordingl{ an appro dissemination memerandum
has been grepared attribu ing the data to a confidential source con-

w

cern:lng‘ om the Bureau has no information relative to reliability or
motivations. w mc é:m N
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan .
RE: ( ALLEGED TECHNICAL SABOTAGE
OF U.S. SPACE PROGRAM ON ENTIAL

OBSERVATIONS :

M

It is fhe opinion of Dr. Louis Tor&ella, Deguty Dirictor

and other offici at NSA that interest stems from
desire to sell company's equipment T0 he Government.
event, there appears to be no information here upon which the FB

could base an inquiry, and NSA has been 80 advised.
ACTION:

W

Upon approval of the attached memorandum for dissemination,
%}si? recommended it be made available to appropriate officials at
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