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MEMORANDUM TO MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER
IRECTOR ERAL IGATION
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Pepartment of Justice
Qlien €nemp Control nit
Washington

Jamary 12, 1943

RE: GARLO TRESCA

REPLY TO. 1,0 -
I

'rmc/vgk o
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:
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iMr. [ R
TR R

.. :
/ﬂ. &t’;’_ .
<

It is noted that the above-named subject
. has recently been murdered in New York City under

i circunmstances which suggest some possible associatlon
with alien enemy groups or societles within the United

States,

It would be appreciated if you would investi-
whether there is any such connection and

gate to see

whether it may

have any relevance to subversive

activities or other security problems bearing on the

alien enemy

"%W.ér'ﬁ’i: P

situation,
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IR R TN ENEYY COMTHOL U

Re: CARLO TRYGCA

Ploaso refer to your psmorandum datod Jamary 12, 1943,
relative to the saptioned individusl who was murdered on Jamumry 11,

1943, your reference TUC/vike

The compliance with the roquest ouilined in your communicatlion
would nacessitato the investigation of a mxrder which is clearly within
the jurisdiction of local law-enforcement agencies. Such an invosti-
gation by the FBY wuld, in my opinion, establish a precedont for
similar aotion on the part of this Bureau should cases of this type
arise in the future, This presedmt would ih &1l probability de
established particularly in thoss instances where allegations are mace
charging that subvarsive slements are conocerned with the murder in

. question, regardless of how insidantal or remote those allegations

Telso

Mr. Nease '58‘_,'JAN 30 1943,@‘[;. |

might be,

Since the investigation of this murder caso would be ccntrary
t0 the established policy of this Bureau, and in view of the fact tlat
the Attorney Cenoral is in accord with the FBI's policy in refraining --
from concerning itself with cases solely within local law- rosment

Jurisdiction, the requested investigation is not being uifle Gkene o =
) - o ~: o - "2

it

-

~ If you have any infarmation in your possessfon :ﬁ:;di:;ul.t.ing that T
a Yascist group is responsible for the perpetration of ihis orthe, 1%~ =

«- .

ongpulyi

would apreciste boing advised of 4t. You may be sssupad] ‘aley, that
such data come to my attention you will be furnished with ‘them.iym

%0 date nothing has come to the attantion of this Durosy whith would -
indicate that Fascist olements are rosponaible fgf t;&?"aurdq of=carlo
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- ST - Me e
' ChaLC TRESCA, INTERUAL CECURITY I, COMFINr I TIAL SOURCEQOF LUFCRIAT 1o ¥
BURCAU FILE {IULEERS SIXNTYCNE DASH THIRTLEYN THIRTYFIVE AND ITUEPFEEVZ L
TASH ELZVEN FOURTEZEN. INFORMANT SHOT AND KILLED AT NINE THIRTg rIV™

PM JAMUARY ELEVEM, FORTYTHREE AT CORMER OF FIFTH AVENUE AND FIFTFIMTI © -
. STREET, NYC, LY UNKHNOUN ASSAILANT WHO ESCAPiD, INFORMANT WAS Wi
% LAST CONTACTED BY AN AGENT OF THIS OFFICE OH JAuLUARY SIX CHEETSNERT
FG:TYTHREE. IT WAS ERRONEOUSLY REPCRTED IN THE UY TIMES OF JANUARY | e
THELVE FORTYTHARSE THAT AGENTS OF THE FEI HAVE JO14ED IN THE INVEST:-

GATION, KO ACTION IN THE MATTER IS BEING TAKEN LY TrlS OFFICE BUT

e

T{E BUREAU WILL BE CURREMTLY ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVILOPULELTO.
CELIEVES THL MOTIVE TO LE FOLITITAL,
FCTUUTLATL
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“JOHN EDGAR

=

HOOVER . ) ! cC-287

DIMECTOR

Call: 10:20 AH :
Transeribed: 10:50 A

. .'.
/

THITED
STATES
il

L

#Frederal Burcan of luurstigutu..l\
Nnited Btates Department of Justice
Mashington, D. ¢.

Jatuury 12, 1943

A
AJ’

»

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A.

I colled ASAC Donegan the Hew York Office with
relerencns to tae deata of Carle-Tresca_and inguired if they
ace doing snything nbout this matter. Donegan stoted that
Tresca wos & cosual infcrmant of thut oifice; thut 7e was
jfTerviewed about twno weeks ago cad tiat there is no reason

why it shosid come out thit fie was an informant.

Donegun stated tbat one of the newspapers there men-
tioned something nbout the FBI being interested, but it was
mentioned on the basis of his radical activities sometime in
the past. Donegan stated that they
with thisj that they have not investigated;
the police or anytning else. T o7

I told Donegan that the purpose of my call was to
make certain that we stayed out of this.

ne wold sz2 to 1%
has boe. subnitted to the Bureau relative to tais matter.

are having nothing to do
have not contacted

Donegan stated that
thot this is done and advised that a teletyjpe

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Tolsen -
E. A. Tamm__
Clegg
Gluvin
Ladd

Nichols
Roaep
Tracy
Carion
Coffey
Hendoo
Kramer___
McGuire
Mr. Harbo

Mr. Quinon Tamm__
Tele. Room
Mr. Messe

e ———
————

N

. Mias Beahm

Miss Gepdy _____ .

. A= P
e
! U

. The above mentioned teletrpe was later received by this

office a:d is att:ched hareto.

Respectfully,
[l -
D. M, Ladd
Attachment
o
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‘ ¥edreral Burcau of Investigat

¥inited Btates Departinenut of Justice
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iew York, M, v,
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enuary 16, 1743 %%U !
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°
RE: CARLC TRESZA; -
INTIRIAL SESURITY -

Yo gre adviced that
furnished a memeorandum concerning th
Leecn used as 2 contidential informant b, &neclal Ae
woo advised that has also been a confident

was previously emnloyed by the'knti—ﬂazi League

of .'ew York Gity «u2 Le left their services voluntarily in Qctober 194°.
The differences existing retween hin and the anti-Mazi League are probabl:
the reasons for some of the allegations covered.

It was dzemed inadvisable tc contac
further information in view of the fact tlet Agent sed that a
warrant Sy the New lork Police was outstanding apgad @ Informsnt in
comnecticn witn the theft of the records of the Anti-iazi Leaiue,

lersth:
"3ubiect: CrRLC T LCA

"Run“1°1ert1n” our conversatlon of thls afternoon, I have lccated some
=apue, on behalf of

.n connection with a
urder of lr. TEFAGSCA,
Yest.erdav. the 11th.

stated that he desired me to get some
» of thefMazzini Socigty was & Communich. 7

4118353-:387

E) JAN 1¢ 1943, ,»(ﬁ'l\

-k

"In June, 1941,
evidence showing




10C-3744
Letter to Tirector

aid t_de;ired the intornvtion for his
- and :d that it wes necessary tha
o!nez ma fmh Learue and devote Iis esaergies investizution
+id considerable research work at the Tiew York “ubklic
wade an investigatior, and as a result thereof, informed
that there was no evidence t.hat”as " and on the
nd there was every evidence to snoOv at Las a

/16/43

e

i

the matter off, and gmprasized the fact that we could n dowm,
and he stated tlmt i{ the evidence could not be secured in a
_mapper, that it wus %o be purchased, inasiuch es wanted to Haeth

Has w2ll as secvaral othar Italiens who had"SM¥cd that he;‘
o5 o vascist. GNNJJEmic nention T :LCA's neme. 1 ac certair ol thate

However, I dropved the matter and went on witn other League work.

"a siort tice alter tid
usin-~ the name of
assoziated with him
I did mzet

nac 2n oi'flce on

‘ledze there.

also known a? was also at the office,
expresced it he did not want the work tor JiEEINE>

me -enerally known at the?ofi‘ices. Cn this occasion, howeve::,
#st&tec‘ that he wanted to et evidence acainat the lazzini Society

and 1ts leaders for

oftice akout a monti. » owin; all sorts of
for obtaining evidence a.airst the azzini -oc1*=tu

we were up o blank wall. At that tin

On one occesinmn 1 took a sezle -
P citice over to

iad full lmowla e of proceedings.

bills, as usual, and as
or the others,

acidge
showinz that

he folly of trying to secure evidence
.s3tating that I believed if anybody
S,/Wds rone other than imgell.,

tad money and influence enough to frame
¢ his hiddinn, anc that 'angrwav i canmot

sufficiently coole-'mn, but thig ,
tarted up the same old stor;, statin,, that‘

by

"] kept emphasizing
against the i(talian
was guilty of 5
To this,

onposed t
siva activi
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1009744 .
Letter to Lirector :1/16/43

¢ said that the
Lazzini vocliety was = bunch of “omaunists and rascists, and that amyrthin,
done warranted the measares taken. li» succested that I visit the
Yazzini Soclety and try wi:ich L did, and becyme more
than ever convinced tha vare guilty and were tryin:
to frame an innocent man or - men. 1 also started o still hurt
t0 secure another job 5o that I mignt get away ifrom thoRgENNEP liowever,
i me thit I would have to ;o out and buy some evicence
.2 had hired an Italian gangster by the name of
i1 “he meantime as an investigator for the Lea,ue,
cane 1n with ull sorts of steries, fabrications, of course.

mNeverthelaas - ad every faith inp
for a dollar, and was tihe ideal man for

- T ok im
Ue L SLWaiied LY

3 to 'secwre t nze',
ofi, all tbp t,rne l‘mt.lr anot.her job. H rew 1ns:i.stent. and vag: wl
threatened all sorts of thin; 45. ¢ wanted me to buy some afficavits, ihrat
is, ;et two men to swear in writing that they had VJ.s:Lt.ed the kazzini
oificec and had been aslked ontribute mogg .azzini Society, and
that they had paid day said that wCLl].Q pay the mer
a week or so later a Sl ozid him i again stalled
the matter olf and cau that he &7 e rest pisht find them-
selves in jail, mut shed it oif and said tha could get
anybody ikilled that onerned their mouth and that he had preat influsncz

at 's}unbton .

mat about this ti-e,” told me th.— Nanted me to ;et some
divorce evidence, stallng that I would receive .'100,00. taid all I had to

do wvs to testifs to seeing & couple ir a hotel rcom. Ci course, 1 well .
knew that the nurnose of this was for e kold a cludb over my -
Lead but nevertheless I ducked the issue and as you knov I eventuall; laft

the anc whengliifii; cer:nded

to kn was leavinr s sick and tired of

tie methods of caid,
'If you are wise, Jou wi wuth ghut abou

"After leavin- ;ou today, I received a phone call fronP
q'sayjnv that he had somethins for me and would I make zn

a

ppointment, to come to his office. I set Thursday at noon, and if this
TREGCA case is under the jurisdiction of the FII, might i agk that you
or some2 cne of your fellow acents accornany me to and

'%‘} fmd out wvhat it is all about.

T




C ewe mee Ll . -

100-7744 . L
Letter to lirector . 1/18/43

There 1s something
;a4 is part and parcel
ctc., it may prove of interest.

"I very well remember datements made tc me by at various timss
to the =ffect that tthe Chicano fellow o0t knocked off? and three or
nore will fellow, this, of course, referrin; to the Italians,

T sl. I zlso vividly remember the lacgt time I saw

tated

-hal sonebody hat his dealin,s and he
suzpested it wes I. i'2 also said thet santed to see me at the
Tt advised me not to keep the appcintmnﬂ‘r, statin thet
vould =t my head knocked off znd would be 1uclq if
1ied tuei tc ;et me to call znd see him at the

[AE- T ATE T Tar 7 AI A wmad Leamaem d s
A billally 4 dJaelw 1IVLE ATCL LG

ajtointment, and for that matter never ua_g;ain.
—is mix2d vp in this job some where, and in that connec-

tion there 1.‘ zin It:z1lZen publisher of a weelly naper domm on Fourtp
s semz knovled.e, &5 this “wp wee odsosed to
#once told me that thi:

o4 2t

'.,v_‘ with reierence to hinm Ey
ltatlan.za better tuxe out some life insurabcs. Tomorrew . will zet
this ran's corrzct name and address, « hich I have for;otten at the mor
a

€
nd it will take too lonc for me to go throuth my old books to locate 1

whiow that th-ﬂ"= stated t

= -~ Adl

t,

s}
4
L

o have unllmltna Funcsal ticir
millj -+ znc

baspen, and to tell the tru taVv2 a certain arourn
- sryversives mays pull somethin, on me, as ther 'ncw thot
I beve too much gygyledse ol Lheir operations, .1 it o
who is hecling th you will find thet this man is we TR

cracirob Communiot chd Laft Jirnger and fhot be Dlos been thorou-hl;r dis-

credited ipg thie =~ st, Lut uzvertheless

T |

that thesz

iz otle teo do what he plauses,

"Please excuse my heste in typin: and the lack ol neatness. ®

: T
LS & Yours,

15

w .
B, I, 1OXCRTHEF
| . _ _ nssz.stant Director
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MEMORANIXM FOk THE EXEC\_J?_I!_E )

L Y ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEI GENEHAL
Gdasmas MF. 160 CARUSI

A confidential informant has advised that when maployed bLy the
Y

q in New York City, he was instructed to con-
investigations allegealy em mu,u*
- in an effort to get some evidence showing that d the

ther leaders of the Masaini Soclety are Communists, My informant advises

that he did considerable research work and also made an i.nveoti;ation after

beingz informed by his ismediate superior in the NUNNEENENNENIEREN
that A ¢ esired the information
for his friend, ' _

According to the informant, at the conclusion of his work, he told
rthﬂ. there was no evidence to show was a Communist but on Lhe
or

hand there was every reasos to believe t.hat- %as &
Fascist and had engoged in subversive activities. is reported to

have treated this as inconseguential and emphasized the fact that "we®
ﬁm hot Lot @ down and stated 17
e evidence could not be secured in a legitinate manner, it was to be
purchased inasmuch as wanted to Sget® as well as several other
Italians who had charge t he was & Fesoist,

The informent states he continuously peinted cut tofiN the
rolly of attempting to secure evidence against the Italiana opposs
and that in the informant’s opinion if anyone was gullty of subversive

. activities, it was self. D .t s claimed, respended that
ad money and influence enough sa,frame or kill anybody who dic not do

s bidding snd "any way I can't t own a8 he hes the
air. Tollm ae".
Mr, . A, Tamo_ 7Y 11 I

. e 1942, the !%‘?n:-.:‘::;'m?b

Mr. Cleu_.____._ ‘Again in
wanted ¢
cty wap up 'of Communists and Fuscists end
PSR Y | A ban md .

‘he done 10 shan was I‘rrmntu quuvr Lhn& CiiClit
érg ) of this more recent inyestigatl he
s, told him he would have to Zo out,ind sone evide for
The infornant maintain gwq e a “ﬁm
ormation but the informant k
becane insistent and vsguely, od all
, He| roquested: Lb¥ informant to tuy

agan snother

YriQulsn T
Mr. Noase

| um candf_rmw Z/B\ lu 43

=

—_—— - r—— Y s ———

-




Beacorandua for Mr. Uge Carusi b I D

and 3aid that
so after they ~ore
had not pald
misht find
could have anybody killod
influence in Washington.

would puy the tuthorl of these affidavits a week or
1scured, ruymEent not being unds in advance because_
#3 werned that he and his asso
laughed the matior off snd suid thet
e aguinst hiix end addad Pops had

As you can see from the details set forth, the source of this in-
formation csn very readily be identified Yy a person having a complete
xnowledse of the matter described in this mesorendum., It is therafore most
urgently requested thet, should you have occasion to discus: thens facts
with anyone who uizh' be famillar with the detail:, conoiderable cars be
ueed oo that 1t will not bescoams known that this Inforvsnt hus furnished thi
inforsation to the Duresu or the Departssnt of Justice.

The reliadility of thess statezents 1a mot kmown but this mexoran-
dum is being directed to you because of yonr oreviously expressed interest
in the activities of Gansroso Pope.

Very truly yours,

John Pdgzur Hoover
Director

LY

- -

S5 T ¢
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~ FBI NYC . 1-12-43 10-22 PM WHS -
DIREDTOR : _

VEST -
RE CARLO TRESCA, IS = I, REMYLET OF NOV NINTH, FORTY TWO, ENTITLED

DOLORES™FACONTI, ASSISTANT USA, SDNY, FACTS IN LETTER PREVIOUSLY
'CONFIRMED BY TRéSCA. USPECTS FRANK GARCrALO
MAY HAVE HAD MOTIVE TO AS INATE SUBJECT IN VIEW OF FAROFALO-S PAST

QUARRELS WITH TRESCA. &JJPCONTEMPLATES FURNISHING INFORMATION CN-
CERNING GAROFALO TO MAYOR LA GUARDIA PERSONALLY AS HE HAS NO CONFIIENCE
IN THE INFORMATION BEING, KEPT FROM GARCFALO BY THE POLICE, ARTIZCLE
IN NY POST RELATES THAT REWWWawWRX TRESCA HAD CALLED A MEETING AT H.S
OFFICE THE EVENING OF HIS MURDER TO DISCUSS THE MAZZINI SOCIETY, AiD

ITS ACTIVITIES. ~ P
FOXWORTH L1L = - “
. PLS HOLD ~= F[p/?*/ -t
_ o B —_— T
) . *REEIER 0 B
. ‘ "" . w
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6p-1335

weference is made to the attacned newspaper clicpings, tie

rcontent of which is concerned with the murder of Carlo Tresca on tne
Tresca, an Italian alien, was the

It will

e

y

Federal Burean of Inuestinativ.¢

Hnited States Departinent of Justifte

Mashington, B. 4.
January 13, 1943

ht of January 11, 1943.
anarciist editor of the Italian newspaper-#I1 liartello".
be recalled trat t1is individual was an Ttelisn Socisglist and he
made himself famous by leadinz various
in brining atout the freedom of the leadersof ii:e much heralded
Sacco Vanzetti case.

MEMORANDUM FOR

1,
.
“r, LADD \

Rt

0
CA'LO TRESCA

. MeBulre

. Talesn [
r——

. €. A Tarmm

, Claag

. Grwin

£l

.Rmn

+ Tracy

.
. r,

. Manden

Crrion

|

Cotley

+ Helleman
—

Nessn

Miss Bashm

Wiss Gandy

l

zrouns who ware interested

Tresca was utilized by the Mew York Office on_several]
‘occasions in the Trecent past inasmuch as ne had information in his

,/posse°51on rerarding Fascist activities in that area.

contacted by a Pureau Agent on Janvary 6, 1243.

the tlew York Tim

He was last
1g Fas ~as%

Tresc facts are being brought to your attention inasmuch as

eg

the FEIL

have joined in tire investigation with the New York
Departrient for Bie purnose ol determiningsilgkgentity of the sugject’s

of New York,

oneously

nurderer, .

L review of the Pureau files reflectc the
letter from lew York dated November 9, 1342, indica
Delores Feconti, Aszictant United States Attorney, Qdu
had brought one Frank“Garofalo inte th
Garofalo i= allered ito be an ex-

ed on January 12, that

the™ons of Italy in tlew York.

gangster and bootlegrer, and a one time associate o
tarofalo is said to be hammless politica

criminally dangerous.

Office advised that on Segptember

were at the dinner.
in 1931, entered the dining room, Tresca's indignation knew.no bounds
MK "Even that gunman is here."

and he exclaimed,

arose and left the room.

&V

se

an informant &

ol a

nz; that !diss

Lot
rwc)

arles "Lucky"
but to be
the New York

ents of
toe

42, & dinner was held in Hew
York by the—%ar Savings Bond Connlttee of Americans of Italian extrac-
tion, that Carlo Tresca was present at the meeting; and that Tg_;ca
commentod on the isct that a number of former pro-Fascist sympathizers
‘when narofalo, who had threatcned Tresca's life

‘

bho !

"B JAR 28 192

Trasca 1mmed1atelv

~ X0
trict 1942 ‘
Elfp of

o

. e
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On Januvary J2. 1943, the New York Office advisad by teletype
that an informant, & suspects Frank Garofalo of having a
good motive to assass:mate Tresca in view of the past quarrels wuich
took place between the two and poss:.bly because Tresca had called a

meotin: at his Affire an the asvanivn - A his rmyvrder far the surnace of
ALA T Yo ULLI: ﬂU 1l v WL AL We Wil wwis GVGJILII UJ. Il-l.ﬂ PP R ) L] wils z-’ul HUUQ UJ-

discussiny tl'e activities of the Mazzini Society.

T.e llewr York newsparers are affording this case a considerable
amount of publicity and it is concluded from a review of the articles
appearing therein that theeItalian-pgmerican Labor Consul of Luigi#ntcnini
as well as thgrYazzini Society are bringing a great amount cof pressure to
bear in order that the identity of Tresca's murderer may be establisned.

0Of course, the Rureaun is conductin: no investi L]
Ui course, the Mureau 18 conaouctlin; no Lnvesilg n ir

3
-+
»al
]

L¥ §1

matter but it is deemaed advisable to bring the foregoin. to your attention
because of the publicily that has been afforded it as well as the fact

that informant Lupis has indicated that he will furnish the informatian
concernin; Garofalo to “ayor.la Guardia r)ersonally as he has no confidence

in the information being kept from Garofalo by the Tlew York Police Departient.

Respectiully,
) : Ty

F. L. Welch

(3 .
S

Attachment

21D
»




" misl revolutionist, syndicalist, So.

. ;But in recent years his ardor has
- “been comcentraied on smashing
" fasclam. One of his many arrestx|:

.. 1004, when he left Italy as & polt-

~ ttaxtile sirike,

Carlo Tresca,
Ardent Radical,
Slainin N. Y.

Anti-Fascist Editor
Shot Down on 5th Ave. |

NEW YORK. Jan. 11 {(NY.
News!) —Carlo Tresca, ardent So
cizlist revolutionary and editor of |.
an Italian anii-Fascist weekly,:

newspaper, was slain tonight on'. .

dimmed-out Pifth Avenue = few t}
seconds after he jeft his Lewspaper
cffice. He was cut down in a}
volley of shots a$ he and an asso- |
ciate xtond on a sireei rorner,

According to witnesses, A ear
pulled up at the curb, one man|:
hopped out snd fired severa! shota,
then hopped back in sga:n and the
car sped away,

Falls Lo Street

Trescs, famous for his rendez-
vous with trouble, for his arrests
in labor clashes. for hi= battles:
wiih police, for his brushes with,
would be assassins, slumped (o the'
gutter with at least one bullel. inj
his head and others in his body,;
‘The friend he was with, Guiseppe’
Calabl. was unscathed. |

Calabi told police ther were en-’
route to Tresca's home. ;

Police immediately searched the
arex surrounding the affice of
Trescas paper, I Martello, & vit.
triolic Mussolint baiter for many.
wears. About 100 Teel away Lhey|
found a 37 callher gun, at first,
believed to e the murder weapon.
But examination disclosed that
the gun was fully loaded and one of |
the bullets which hit Tresca wax!
found and identified as .32 caliber.

Murder Car Dexcribed !

The murder car was described by
witnesses ax & 1838 or 1939 Ford--
its presence on the atrect lending
an ironie note Lo the city's efforts
to eliminate all but “exsential”

i motoring, .

! Tresca. sboul 60 yearz old, hax
{beers Xknown in hiz long and turbu-
Jent career as an anarchist. peren-

clalisi and proponent of the ITW.W,

was for assaulting s local Faacist
Seader.
Trescs came to this sountry in

tical exile. By 1913 he had o
quired natiohal notoriety for his
defense of & colleaxue, Arture Glo-
wvonnittl. charged with murder after

rioting in the Iayignos (Mssms.)

e —m———— i

_anarchistx,

|to Atianta. too.

- Mr. Tola: 2
SR \G"

) Mr. Clegg

-

. A. Tamm *__

Mr. GllYi%f .
Mr. Ladd &7 ¢ 5

Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Traey

Alded Holel Worksr tigike '

In the same year. Tresca played !
& leading role in the New Mork:
hotel workers” strike and in thel
three decades since he has figured
in nearly every major labed trou-
ble. Newspapers described him as!
“the champion troubiemaker of!
all time.”

In 1924 he was sentenced to a
year's imprisonment in Atlanta!
Federal prison for sending obscene
pamphlels through iine mails, the
Eamphlets being tracts relating to
birth control. The sentence was
,Jater reduced by President Calvin
‘Coolidge and Tresca was relensed

Mr. Coffey

Mr. Eramer

i ’

Mr. Carson

Mr. Hendon

,l.rter a few month

Trescs was & leader of the Mes-
Inba Range iron ore strikes in north.
ern Minnesote in 1916 and was
charged with first degree murder
&z & result of a riot death there.
He was mequitted During the
great Paterson. N, J.. silk strike
he was arrested seven times. held
in $30.000 bail and thrice placed
on trial.

Teamed With Emma Goldman

During many of his labor ad-
ventures he was teamed with two
other famous Left-Wing figures,
Eiizabeth Curley Flynn and Fmma
Goldman.

In 1921 he headed an ‘smer-
gency commitiee’ to ald Sacco and
Vanzetti, advertising In his news.
paper to seek out anyone with In-
formation to help the acecused

7

0y
ALAA

W A

In 1924 Tresca wax :snienced
to s year's imprisonment in At
lanta Pedera! penitenviary for run-
ring a twoline birth control ad.
vertisement in his newspaper. H.!
L. Mencken reoublisled the ad in|
the American Mercury and chal-
lenged the authorittes Lo send him

As & result of the furgrs that
followed. President Calvin Coolidge
reduced Tresca's sentence tg four
months. On his way back from
Drison, Tresce stopped oif at the:
White House and—unrecognized—
shook hsnds with Coolidge. He
Iater said, “I was afraid to tell who
I was, for fear gusrds would look

BRSLOSURR
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Tresca Slaymg Still a Mystery;
Communist or Fascist Plot Is Seen

The man who shot Carlo Tresca
and drove awsy in the dimout
Monday night left behind him only
the evidence that it was well-
pianned killing, according to the
potice twenty-four hours later.

District Attorney Frank 8.
Hogan said last night that the
alayer left wide open the queation
whether his motive was personal
“or political; and, on the political
. side, whether Tresca, the 88-year-
old firebrand of his own evolving
ideas of liberty, was more of a
present obstacle to the Fascists or

‘to the Communists.

| The killing was pronounced a
political crime and therefore an as-
sassination, however, in a state-
ment issued Jast night for the
Italian American Labor Counecil,
an organization of 300.000 Italian

ey v

and Italo-American trade un!onlsu
in New York and the vicinity,

We accept thiz assassination as
a chalienge to all liberty loving
people,” the statement ended, “and
we intend to go very deeply into! I
it. and will not be satisfied by a
mere superficial explanation.”

The statement was {arued over
the signatures of Luigl sntanint :

alLureEx o1 SRaiAIILaTEE,

preaident, and Josephb. Catajonottl, |

vice president, of the council. I[ .
was supplemented later by a dec-
laration that “sa mere superticial
explanation” meant “the tendency|

[ oL

to attribute the crime to Fascists
and to {gnore other sxplanations.”

Meanwhile the police have taken
possession of the offices of Tresca's
publication, 11 Martello, in front of
which he was killed, and are read.

Ing back through his editorlals and

filel for enlightenment on his cur-
 rent political position. w.: .. 5
T~ District Attomey Hogan sald the
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FBI-Hunts .

Slayer of ~
Carlo Tresca

New York police and FBI men
were searching yesterday for slayers
of Carlos Tresca, editor of Il Mar-
tello, an Itallan language paper.

Tresca was shot down Monday
night at about 9:30 o'clock on Fifth
Ave. a few feet from the headquar-
ters of his paper at 2 West 15th St,
According to his friend, Guiseppe
Callabl of 215 Central Park West,
who was with Tresca at the time,
four shots were [ired by a man who.
stepped out of an automobile, Three
shots wsnt willd, Another pilerced
Tresce's head.

The car sped away and Callabl
was unable to give the police & good
description of the gunman.

Yesterday & car found in the
vicinity was described az the car
used by the slayer in s United
Press report.

Police found a 38 callber revolver
near the scene Monday night. The
bullet that killed Tresca, bowever,
was of 33 ocaliber.

Hear:t's red-baiting Journal
American  yesterday _aitempted a
Hitlerite lndﬁmenf by dragging in
the “Communists® smong those’
possitly implicated in the M_/_‘I

A
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THE DEATH OF CARLO‘TKESC2
The murder of Carlo Tresca remo.‘v;.l

a man who was capable of expreasing
and Inspiring violent disagreement, but
whors only an embittered fanalic could
have hated. His name carriea one's

. memories back to days which were cer-

tainly turbalent enough but also gayer
than those through which we are now
living. Tresca was al various stages an
Italian Soctalist. a lasder of the I. W.
W. and a self-atyled syndicalist. He
was best known & gencration 2go,
when he was likely to turn up wherever
thers was a strike, always, of course,
taking the side of the strikers. Those
were the days when people like John
Reed, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and Big
Biill Haywood seemed a menace to the
established order, and when the
L W. W, were looked upon much as
the American Communiasta are now—
though in justice to them it must be
said that, unlike their successors, they
bhad a sense of fun.

Thoae were also the days when left-
wingers, parlor pinks, and liberals of
various shades could sometimes get to-
gether without trying to break each
other's necks. The passport to the so-
ciety in which Carlo Tresca lived so
exuberantly was simply s belief that
something was dreadfully wrong and
that steps should be taken to correct
it. The steps taken did not shake thia
Republic. Carlo Tresca, arrested thirty-
six times, tried seven times, was a

fighter only when a fight was going
"on. Otherwise he was charming and

disarming. He was no hand with deadly
weapons. When his life was threatened
and be took out s permit to carry a
revolver the first thing he did was to
shoot himaself in the foot. It was hia

bosst that the bomb aquad always |

called on hitn sfter ah sxplosion. “They
are good fellows,” he said. “They ask
me what I know, but I never know
anything. 80 we have wine,"

Deapite his humor and his unre-
claimed dialect he was serious, He car-

ried on a one-man war againat Fas- .
. ¢ism long before the rest of the United
- States joined himn. He may have come
to his death as & result He had some

wild ideas, particularly against reli-

. gion, but one simple statement he made

can atill be endorsed after all the
years: “I seek ounly fresdom, not an-
archy.” :

__ York Times f
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OREIGH WATIONALLITY GROUPS

I THE UNITED STATES ;wi
MEMORANDUMBY THE FOREIGN N

NATITONALITIES BRANCH

T 0 THE JFPRECTOR 0F STRATEG I C SERVICES
|Number 96 January 19, 1943 )
Political Aspects of the Tresca Hurdef
The murder of Carlo(Trescn in New York, January 11, 1943,

came at a time when Italian factions in the United States were
already deep in acrimonious political controversy. Reactions
which have been expressed for public consumption follow the 1deo-

logical and personal cleavages of the moment.

In the partly covert fight which during recent months has
created great confusion within Italian anti-Fascist circles, the

______

following line-ups had manifested themselves by early January:

- /_/-{4
i? The Communists, while proclaiming their desire for a
broad anti-Fascist unity and their willingness to recognize

therefore Count Sforza's title to leadership of ar*Ttalian Nation-
al Committee, had in fact retained all of their hostility to

Tresca among the Amarchists, to the Soclalists of La Parola, to -
the Lahor elements 1éd by Luigi Antonini, and to Tarchiani and
Cianca of the Mazzini Society. Their closest friends were two

men formerly prominent in the Mazzini Soclety but now hostile to
it, GiuseppG’E;pis and Carlo" diPrato. ILess intimately the
Communists maintained friendly relations with the Republicans
led by Aurelid”Natoli and Colonel Randolfo/Pacciardi.
an Anarchist opposed to Tresca on 1deologiea1 grounds, had help

Sartin,

from the Communists in his journalistie polemics with their

‘i’( o1 . IMJ
enemies. e SN i aeme s
Tonalic ST 7 2?/

2; Giuseppe Lupls, the "dissident Socialist” and editor of
Il Kondo, He

conducted vigorous campalgns against Fascists, as all of these

had beccome closely associated with Carlo a Prato.

factions did, but he also opposed the Mazzini Society on ideo-

......... nursed a deep grudge against

and Luigi Antonini. His sympathies were with the

£ Mool

e

49577




© e e 4w vw wwma — . T - —mws -e

i r

_Agbhgpr 96 T;, -2 - kg)anuarv t®, 1943

.

1
icans, and, lesa avowedly, with the Communists. (His

imacy with the Republicans may now be disappearing, for in

e last issue of Ii Nondo he gave space to a long srticle which i

(z)v-q;- took up and ejpanded Professor Salvemini's criticisms of the
qf? Italian chioliproject of Colonel Pacciardi.)

3. The Italian Socialists and the group of Italo~-American
labor leaders grouped around Luigi Antonini have always been in

practice a single political force. In the past they had opposed
Communist efforts to bring about a union of all groups including
the Communists; in the process the Soclalists had alienated the
Republicans, but they had supported Tarchiani and bianct at

every turn. In the last thirty days, they had broken completely
with Tarchiani and Clanca, and they have now been trying to put

through a reorganization which would make the Antonini group the
only surviving political. force within the Mazzini Society.

4. The Republicans, hostile to all groups except the Com-

munists and the Lupis-a Prato coalition, had not appeared to be

—1

more than "properly” cordial even to these. On the other hand,
in their soldier-leader, Colonel Pacciardi, they had the com-
manding military figure among the Italians. Pacciardi himself
had for a year endeavored o remain within Republican ranks and
to avold at the same time the handicap his political affiliations

imposed upon his military aspirations.

5. Tarchiani and Cianca, who comprised the Mazzini Soaciety'’s
Secretariat, had suddenly been isolated when Antonini and the
Socialists turned on them during the past month.

The leadership of Count Sforza, which Tarchisni and

Cianca have steadfastly supported, continued to be accorded

11 anti_-Fascist factions Pacciardil was like-

s §

eco
wise everyone's choice for the "military authority."” But in

fact no one cooperated with anyone else across factional lines.
Quite the reverse: each faction charged all others with engaging
in cutthroat competition in the race to get to North Africa and

a hoped-for preferred position, eventually, in Italy proper.
There appears'to be some foundation for many of the accusations

bandied back and forth to this e

OFFICE OF SIRATEGIC SERVICES FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRAMCH
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The foregoing makes up the political backgrouna“hh
murder, The victim was virulently anti-Fascist. In his [
Nartello he wiged a private feud with Sartin, an editor of the
rival L'Adunogs dei Refrattari, as to which of them was the
better anarchist. In the factional fighting whose main lines are
sketched ahbove, he was violently anti-Communist, critical of
Lupis, cold to the Republicans, but warmly friendly to Antonini
and the Socialists.

Most of the factions have already expressed themselves on the
murder, either in statements given to the press, in "official"”
pronouncements in their partisan organs, or in private remarks to

friends.

The Antonini-Socialist element at once placed suspicion on

the Communists.

T™h

a Nusle Wa
1MT LAY W

il-
o
£

doctrines whereby Communists disavow the use of assassination as
a political weapon. The next issue of the Stalinist weekly
L'Unita del Popolo, when it appears, will probably reiterate
these principles and will also undoubtedly direct its fire at
other Italian-langusge papers.

Lupis has in private expressed his belief in the innocence
of the Communists. He has suggested that the murder way have
been the work of Fascist squadristi. He apparently feels that
the murder may have been designed to advertise to all other anti-
Fascist Italians the effective although undercover continuation
of the authority of Mussolinian terror. In any event, Lupis is
certain that the murder was political.

Tarchiani, no friend eilther of Lupis or of the Communists,
nevertheless gives the Italian-Communists a clean bill of health.
He has suggested, however, that the'GPﬂ'might have had in-
dependent motives for the assassination of Tresca, who, since the
murder of Trotsky, had at freguent intervals publicly charged
the "GPU" with that killing, and had published many documents 1in

support of this charge.
{
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‘ JtL .ral Bureau n.l huuestigations Me. m"h____-“‘_';
¥uited States Departnient of Justice Mr. Ladd e
’ Me, Nicbole _ _
mashingtnn, 0. ¢&. " Xp. Resen -
R ) Mr. Tiaey -
& Jonuary 18, 1943 Mr. Garson
< G . | Me, Col e 7. %
Typed 4:47 HN7 . \—)—// . Mr. Heodew: §.
RPN R . .!_' Mr. Kramer__§
MEMORANDUM FOR __ —Fi=—DsRd@@ti~y . . Mr. MeCuire,
ST Mr. Tarbo i
Mr. Quico [amm
I S R Tele. Bcom__
Re’ CARL_Q fRESCA Mr. Nezso

Mias Buahm

M zady i
o e J’Li"dz /‘ ;?'7' ) -
I called Mr. Donegan of the New York office in (-~ W—;—_
connection with th e Carlo Tresca murder case and told him ¢f°. . .
you think the New York office should keep in d ose touch with. ;.

LG
r

it in so far as the so-called anti-Fascist angles are con erned 4’/ .
in order that if anything shapes up on it, we will know what it T ! T
is. I told him that although you do not wont to take over the

case and assume any responsibility for the investigation of

the nurder, not wanting to do anything which would permit anyone

to state publicly that the Bureau is in the case, at the sane

time you want to keep in sufficiently close touch with the
anti-Fascist angle to so state if any information develcps

through informants or othervise to avoid being suddenly plunged

into ihe case whether we want it or not, since there appears

to be a concerted effort toward that end now.

Mr. Donegan said the press has been calling and asking iy
the Bureau ie investicating the case, and he has tolc them since
it is a murder case, the Bureou carnot investigate it. I told
him he should continue to take that position with the press.

¥r. Donegan said the New York office would jollow up this .
matter in cccordsgnce with your wishes.

Reigf_qfully,
J

E « Tamm | ‘
'Zq \< .-]B;bg' "‘D;"‘Q-

ccs Lr. Ladd .
BARC
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was contained on page 21 ofk-'rim' magasine dated January 25, 1943;

‘passing of Carlo Tresca. Shot down last week on a street corner

e, Ininan
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Federal Burean of Investigation
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REs CARLO TRESCA . < /j ’3?”(5
The following article concerming the mrdcr of clrlo Tresca (‘i

"Flam-red, the carnations lay upon six square feet of sidewalk
of Manhattan's Fifth Avenue and 15th Street, Flame-red, they
rested in the cars of the funeral cortege that rolled by, On pavemsnt
and auto seat, in lapels of hundreds of mourners, they symbolized the

RO U

near his little Italian-language newspaper offlce, the jovial,
goateed, almost legendary radical editor presented in death the »
spectacle, revelting to the U,S,, of political assassination.

nTresca, son of a wealthy landowner, came over from his native
Italy as a steerage immigrant in 1904, He knew one Benito
Missolini, the Socialist who had told him 'Tresca, you are not
radical enough.! For the next 38 years this rotund journalist in
the oversize black hat unceasingly championed the causes of the Left.
In an sarlier day he belonged to the same firebrand company as Ema
Goldman and the I, W, W, His volce was raised in a long array of news~ -
papers, of which the last was Il Martello (The Hammer). He campaigned
in the Pennsylvania coal fields, in Manhattan's garment district. He

an vwarmred wi dh annn\nl ata Pt ahne all with Toaaniatbe Vot ma Ana
SV IapPreaG Wil WIVs,y Vv QUVYY Sad Wiwvi [QOCLEWG. i8v IV ULe

who met the man face to face, who sat down with him and a bottle of
red wine at a restaurant table, could help liking him. Personally
his enemies seemed few. Politically they rere lggtion. /
i LI _ (3

"The number of thess enemiea was perhaps bafflin to those 3 ;\%
investigating Tresca's mirder. Said New York's District Attorney Frank
S. Hogangs 1'It seems at soms time or other, in politica and 'personalities,
that Tresca was ™agin everything.®' Police had one important witness,
several thin leads. A plstol had been found near the murder scens,
and an abandoned car. An ex—convict had been spotted entering the same
car just before the murder; he was in custody and being-questioned. '
More than 100 detectives were on the case, for among the slain mants ' - -
friends was Mayor LaCuardia.

Wiissolint, long after his admonition to Tresca, had put the radical ,.

editor on the Fascist death list., There was belisf that a Fascist

arant middt wer 'hnu- o\--—-—-lgul nn& lv‘h- -ﬂ_aag_g . O it
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whose influence he bitterly fought. He was a man without a party,
yet he spoke thoughts that are going through the minds of millions
of his countrymen, here and in the homeland, who stand against
oppression. But the disturbing thing was that Tresca's murder mlght
have cut upon the New World the shadow of (1d World political -

' e
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ATTORNEY OF NY COUNTY QUESTIONED DOLORES FACONTI, ASST USA, SDNY, IN
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The attached clipping w1l explain why uhe neeting was
dererred ror a few days.

Mote section tarked in clipping. This is wue lizabeuh
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\lynn who condu:ted last nights Lenin Memorial at Madison

Souare Garden.
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& On Fifth Ave.

$ * * Familiar Radical Figure
,;"' \ Shot NearUnionSquare,| 3
5 3 Killer Flees in Dimout

Publisher Was Foe

:-: .' _ Of Italian Fascis}s ‘

Met Mussolini as Exilg,
Later Feared Death at

Hands of Duce’s Agenls

Carlo Tresca, who for thirty-
elght years had been a unigue,
party-less figure in radical move-
ments in the United States, was
shot and killed at 9:45 o'clock last
night by a lone attacker at the
northwest corner of Fifth Avenue
and Fifteenth Streel.

Mr. Tresca, who was sixty-eight
years oid. left the offices of the
newspaper “I1  Marteilo” (The
\ Hammen at 2 West Fifteenth' B,
! Street, which he had published for

_sycars with & [riend, Guiseppe

“Caliabi, of 415 Central Park West,

a [cw moments before the shoot-
ing.

":‘he Fifthh Avenue lutersection W
was dark in the dimout. Therejden
was iittle traffie, and few people toda
were about. As Mr. Tresca and J.

Mr. Callabi turned the cortier onto| tion
Fifth Avenue the Killer suddenly)Min)
A materialized? in  the dimout.styl
whipped cut & gun and shol four|Han

b S e |

s -

but the fourth struck Mr. Lresca cgnﬂ
|Riact

"«_in the head, passing through
cheeg. .

—
— ™

s

times. Three bullets weni wild,|whai

Z o QYL

vyl
nas ‘b

e
nen

- Mr.

‘Familiar Figure at Rallies
‘ Qince 1904 Mr. Tresca's short,
squat figure, hia mustache and
goates and the Iarge bat had been
famiiiar at radical meetings, in
strikes, and it & good MaDY coure-
rooms and jails as he gave ali his
times to work in radical move-
ments, supporiing himself by pub-
Hahing newspapers and never re-
celving pay from s union or any
other organized group.

In recent years he worked per-
sistently as an anti-Fascist, and
his slaying immediately intro-
duced the Iiklihood that Italian
Fascism had clalmed another vie-
tim,

Mr. Tresca once met Benito

Eﬁ . "“ "

" Mussolini—in Geneva, Switzer-

land, In 1904, when both wére in
exile from Italy, and after an

evening's argument Mr, Tresca

tired of the bombastic Socialist

who later hecame dictator of Italy.

They did not part on particularly
lendly terms.

After the march on Rome Mr.

esca came forth openly againsi;s

pscism and apparently at one
time was piaced on a blacklist by
the regime that strengthened Its
hold on Mr, Tresca's native land
by organized murder.

In 1931, when Mr. Tresca was
leading an anti-Fascist movement
among ltalians here, he was ap-
proached by an ex-hootlegger who
told him he had been pald to as-
sassinate him. The bootlegger was
a fugitive from justice and needed
money to return to Italy. If Mr.
Tresca would give him the money,
he said, he would forget about ihe
murder.

Would-Be Killer Cowed

The problem was taken care of
by another man who cailed on Mr.
Tresca, and invited him to a con-
ference at which the boollegger
was present in cowed and timorpus
person. The bootiegger was told to
kiss Mr. Tresca's hand, and did.
and it developed that the chief of
the Black Hand in Sicily had senb
orders that Mr. Tresca wag to be
protecied from Mussolini's agenis.
Mr. Tresca hiad not been troubled
thereafter.

Mr. Tresca lived at 53 West

b e (Condinted on page 13, columizr ]
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i He was known to radicals of all{shadow over Mr. Tresca, or 50 he

tCarlo' “resca

flhe sométitnes called himself anjon birth conirol. An appeal failed,)}

-~ i . - ' ‘\ N

'mmm'anv‘(
Puture) In New Yo Cliy -

This newspaper also wa.  .ced
to suspend because of Opposition
ta the entrance of the United
States into the first world war,
and Mr. Tresca then boughé the
weekly “I1 Martello.” This news-
paper closed for lsck of funds in
1933 but wss resumed in 1934,

e

Assassinated
On Fifth Ave.

leanings throughout the world|believed. That was In 1923. He
and enjoyed aimost general re-!was charged with printing obecene
spect. He was difficult to classify.|matter in the weekly, and was con-'}
Not a Socialist or s Communist, |victed for a two-line advertisement |3

anarchist, and wsa formerly ajand Mr, Tresca went to Federal|ff
lepder of the L W. W. but heiprison on Jan. 5, 1825,
never beidnged Lo & pary. Meantime it hecame known that|§
He moved through radical cir-{the indictment had been oblained ¥
ches ‘here for thirty-eight yearsigt the instance of the Itallan Am-}
without entering any definite|bassador in Washington, becauss|ig

rkasbire
Couri

+ Pa.
ot

! Geneva meeting to hecome Il Duce.
“|Mr. Tresca continued in the same|a testimonlal dinner to Mr. Trescs, 3

i|50 radical? A traitor to the cause.
|He remembers that incident, and

"ltact Mussolini remembered the

clasification, but was always ac-|of an articie, “Down with Mon-/3
tively c¢heaged in the particularjarchy™ which criticized the Italian!#
labor cause of the moment thatjzovernment. £
most enlisted his interest. Pubiic indignation over the in-)g
He was born in Pulmona, Italy.|terference by Italy reached such s}
the son of a wealthy landowner,|state that President Calvin Coo-
and the workers called hims “Donllidge commuted the sentence on|
Carlo” when he joineg fne local|Feb. 18, 1925, to four months, and, 5
branch of the Socialist party. HejMr. Tresca was released in M&Yy. |3
became editor of “The Seed,” a] Mr. Tresca had been arrested|i
Socialist newspaper, and first gob|thirty-six times in all and tried by|}
into troubls with the police—a jury seven times, but the year-
routine occurrence thereafter—by¥|and-a-day. sentence tor the birth-
libeling a local political leader. {control advertisement was hixfd
t,eMr‘ Tresca was tried and sen-|longest sentence.

nced, forgot to file an appeal.| Alwa stur with!|§
and deparied for Geneva, where|pgth pey:, :nd m:g’ﬁenf{;,fr n.ccg'xt 3
he met Comrade Benito, a fellow|nag heend described by Max East-| 3
Socialist follower. He later de-|{man his friend, as that of & man|i
seribed the incident: speaking Italian and using English|}
“Mussolini was very weak tem-|words). Mr. Tresca achieved his)®
pered and vain, a man whe would {greatest notoriety as an I. W. W.i3
push himself forward so people|leader just before the World War.|3
applaud. I' argued all night with| He was arrested seven times|$
him. He says he 1s a very radical|during the silk mill strikes in Pal-
man, an cxtreme Socialist. Next)|trson, N. J.. in 1913, and the police
day he says good by to me st thewere sp much on the watch forj:H
station and he says, 'Tresck, You'him that he had to remain away. 3
are not radical enough.' Can you|His name became synonymous with |3
imagine? T am an anarchist now,|radical activities. o~
and what is Mussolini, who was| He worked for years with Eliz
abeth Gurley Flynn, whom Mr.|;
Tresca's wife, Hilga, named as}:
co-respendent in obtaining a di-|:
vorcein 1916. Mr, Tresca had mar-|:
ried in Italy and later brought his|::
wife to the United States.

He had {riends in many differ-
incident, and finally finished his|ent flelds, many of whom held be-|:
argument with an agent’s bullet. |liefs quite opposite to his. On May

Mussolini went onh from the/24, 1831, 250 persons of oddly as-)3
sorted political bellefs gathered at|3

it T go anywhere near Itaiy I don't
live long.”

It will remain for police pro-
cedure to determine whether in

path on which he had started. |at which the late Heywood Broun |3
He came to the United States in|described Mr., Tresea as follows: |4
steerace and for three year edited! “Tresca has never told me what|$
the official organ of the Italian)he stood for. He only tells me €mrpoamen
Soclalist Federation. In 1907 he|what he is against. I am against]
quit the job and went to the what he iz against 100 per cent.”
Pennsylvania coal flelds to srgue| Most of those present were there
for a movement he named syn-{because they agreed with Mr.
dicalism, He founded a new; pler) Broun.
"La Plebe” (The Common ple * i
i Pittsburgh and began attacks| Turm in your half-emply W

rinn-sho Catholic Church. The|Stamp book—inte interest-bear-| 4 .oy P

paper was suppressed In 1904, sod|ing War Bonda. -
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Subject: CARLO TUSCA, deceased
Tos Asslistant Chief of Staff, G-2

kilitar; Intelligence Service
flar Departrent
tfashington, D.C.

1. Attached copy of repert relative to the assasalnation
of CAtLO T.ESCA was received unsolicited by this office.

2, This is transnitted for jour Information.

For the Director of Intelligence:

GLO. 7. HINAN,Jit.
Lt. Colonel, G.S.C.
Cxecutive Officer

1 Incl. (dup)
Hpt re subj.

_ 41-1335>346

,0re 1 2

s CONGIDENTIAL

- Eme



Subjecty CA:-.!.-D TRF.\CA, deceaged (
e Although it hqg no bearing on army alfaire, yet the murder of Tresca
: brin; s tax my wind soms of the opemations of—hon e was runding
the "investi,ation™ affaire of the &ftiliazi Lcague. (
Thile I have not located tre oorrect dater, as yet, but will o o, Ly
ck in 18541 told »» that was out to .ot SP

Tresca and several otres who had soccused him, as being

a rasolst. tateq tnat- had confided his matter to Cangressman
\.
¢
\

_Dicksteln, and raturally Dickstein ran thke Anti-Nesi Lea ue. I was

gont out to et a lot of information on p stated it would
= i el . Pdea o

UU‘ IIUCUIIIII" BU pruvﬂ Llll I.l’l\l uunern 'U(’E qullllHu.L'bIl MBUI’

oy investigation I told hat every evidence existed that such
was not the once, vut on ire otler lewd that there was eabu.dact proof

th”‘au a rasclst.

\

Time weut un, u;dqnpt nutterin, thet "we will et these fellows - X
cne of trese days", and if I am not mistaken he lLad the notericu
«aN orkin, with him ir sowe capacity. #told me that
who,. as you krow, Fas a long criminal record, and was mixed up with tre

Actiiletamation League, coule et anybouy killed for a price, and that
trere would be no prosecuticn due to T-ashingtom influence. i

In June of this year, -esumau tim operations for and Sos

ard mede & mun of tire-Hazrelirdl
Society, a subject. Fmployed .
"evidence™, and rinally ordered that I bribe some people to ~
make a falsm afl’idavit relative to tre Marzini. I stalled him off, snd N
started my hunt for & job evray frorm the Arti-tazi. Lowever, one «
day ‘ukec me to ap, roach and offer him ,100 a week
if re vould ,0 Lo -ork for Leneroso foye, stating that T could tell
this ltrllay tiet it would bDe ar easy jo3, itk little or any work,
aac all trat was involved waz to Keep ifs n uth shut. T ag roacied '
? and vhile I statea that ! urderstood the 'l
would ray Him ¢10C.00 @ veek i said rot in, avout keepiny his mouth '
ghut, The rer. 1t nas Lr:at‘orderec_ me from his office. I
reported toWiJJN roc e salic thmt "we will take care of t e e
fellows ene of these cays." and thus ve note that they actually lave,
or the presumption is that they have, and thia coupled v»ith the Chicm o
car® makes two on e list ior the Communista.

o 3oeal to try and et some

1 leurned yelfnrday tlat the Anti=liaki Lea ue iave secured rew Uinancing,
from a millioceaire nameo I (belicved to be son of

m‘ho inierited bis forture . -
from kls motrer iz vell known in Communist e@ircles, and Af it is true

that ‘e is hacking the Leajue, anythin, mry rappen. : .
[} ’ ™~ [ &

—_—
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Fet Carlo Trcsca .

You will recull the precent publicity cfforded t.ho case-:
ot’ Carlo Tresc:, who was murdersd on Jamuary 11, 1943. Trescs, ' . '
sy Italian naticnal, has been in this country since Suzust, L908& & pep ~
Fe has besn rablily anti-Fsoelet and anti-Cooaunist =nd by his owm c
sduirsicn i conzliered to hive been an outright snarcinist. Tresca for the
past thirty yecrs hes been =xtremely active in labor movenents ind was one
of the rctive lerders in the Cacco-Venzettl Lefense Comnittre. Ad you brve ,
previously been acdvised, the Jdew York Office in sccordance with jour t equost. :
wag informod to Xeep in clome touch with tie cese but Lo assume no res: NSl
bility for the investigation of the curder.

'1’ g

L o

iy
T On Janunry :‘5, 1243, the Rew York Times rerorted that the Sociel -

Democratic Fecerantion of New York City has issuen a "cemand thiat the Attorney
Generrl order an lnw-ti stien of the murder of Tresca¥, Thuls excerpt, whizh
{a atticied, reorts bt dolegrtis of the Federctlon ~dopted a resolution
declaring thet the kiillng of Trecca *has ralcved the isaue of political
aseagsinrtions in Americe", thus rec u.!.rin@' the intwrvenr.ion of Fedaral
autharities, In view of the possibility that the Departzent may refer this
matter to the Bureau, th- dats set forth in t:is memorauidun are being brou~ht

to your attention,

The Luresu filcs reflect that the JSecial Lerocratic federation
~ublish<s tiic ™iew Leader®; th t the Federation 1s :nti-Communist; anti-Fascist,

nd Soolalirt in aature,

E. A. Tamm On Jawry 12, 19473, & xerorandun was dire ted to the Burca:.. b
Clegaidward J, uuus, Firector of tie +lien inemy Control Unit, requsating an
Coftefnve-ticition to ceterzine 1f there was any connection between the subject's
(.l.v.lluth and 11w ene~y or ecubversive groups in tils country. In the merorandi~
Ladd of rep] reply 1t #-s relnted out to kr, Ennls that coepliance with his request
NichoWould nnea:it:.t.- toe investivction of a murder which 1z clearly within the

urlsdiction of locsl lam-enforcement egencics, &n. that it would in all

1. Rosen
" Traey. NE;SIIity ratablish o precodart. for similer action should cases of this

CaraokiPO POt ar!..« in the frture. UYr, Fo is was furtter advised that in accordance
Hend +u

. MeGuire

. Mumford ____ o o
- Harbo ____ ik‘ !‘.'ff /5‘ J 4 T 024 7 ' (1)1\)’3

Qumn Tamm _

‘?%FEBl us | | )
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with the Fil's polley in refraining from concerning iteels? with cases solely
within losal lLew-enforeement Jurxmcuu. the requestad iavestigation vas m
being mdom.$ : .

Mmtl.; Lu.tgi Antonind, hud of the Italian-tmerican Lubor Couneﬂ}
charged that Communiets, rati.er than Fascists, are responcidtle for Trescais '
desth. Iwz-ediately thereafter, the "Dally Worker® published srticles deny/ng“
these charges and, at the save timo, alleged thzt Antoninits statenarte would
cause dasage Lo the war affort. New Tork State Councilman Peter ¥, Cacahions
likewise replied to Antonini's charges, stating that Fascist elemonts are
responsible for the sudbject's murder, Cacchlone's reply was reported in the
"Daily Worker®,

Rclpectfullr, '

e 1))
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Januery 26, 1943

* m
e tegb X
ME, TRACY
Res Carlo Tresca
W = Pop the attention of the TechnicaX Laborstory, there is .
rttached a newspaper clipring from the January li,. 1943 fssue of

se W W w T .o T Py o 1
the New Tork Joumal-azerican, It will be noted Lhat on the lest "‘yn‘-ﬂ-‘-

of this enclosure there is n photograph of the reglstration e¢xrd of the
automobile whiczh purportedly was utiliced by the murderer of (arlo Tresca.

It 1s requested that the Technical Laboratory cornare the signature
of "Charlea Pappas® apre-ring in this enclosure to the signatures on the
various fingerprint carcs thet have been subritted on suspect Carmine
Gelante. From the informetion available, it appears that Calante has in
the past employed the following sliases:s Bruno Ruseo, Charles Russo,

Carmine Ualente, and Germine Calente.

It i3 reslizec ti~t the mentioned specinen is not of the moat
satisfictory typej torcver, ut this time the origlnel registration card is
‘not avallable. ,

1 would appreci-te being advised as soon as possible whether in
the opinfon of the docutent identificstion specialists, there is any
evidence that the hzndwriting of "Charles Pappas® may be identical with the
handwriting aspearing on the various fingerprint cards which havas been

s S W ot ]

submi ted to the identifisstion Division on Carmine Cslante,

"r. Tolsen

. Glavin
. Ladd

. Nichols
. Rosen
. Tracy
. Carson
‘r. Hendoun -
. MeGuire Htbachar !_“'
‘r. Mumford

lr. ‘Hanpo
. Quion Tamm _

E. A Tamm_ It 1# requested tiat the catter be =2fforced prefe:red attention |
Clegg®nd that the memorandum reflecting the results be cirected to Superviser Jl

Coffn.ﬁ F, Coynie in +ivision V,
Very truly yours,

——

U, ¥, Ladd

4 /-1335= 247
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g yestarday that_Carl
; 'ﬂ{::l! ope of many
‘[I_ ~American organizations in

T e B .
Y'resca Not Considered As Council’s Leader

y mericans, and that he was
no sénse” considered the leadef of

{he couneil Five days before
= WaR assassinated, he ¢
gulted about the proposed coun 113

leaders of

o -....i.
Vi w—
"o { §

. '

hq United States with whom the "5, .y associate chiet pf
“_,_0 had dlscusssed the formation | the OWI's Foreign Language Ui : ;

Council of Itallan- vision.
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TrescaCase

! An Itlhan-born Red terror-
jist, once defended by such an
'eminent lawyer as the late
Clarence Darrow, was ‘‘defin-
itely” aought today for ques-
tioning-in the still unexplained
slaying of Carld-Tresca

The man, first drawn into the
case by the New York Journal-
American, was identified by Dis-
triet Atborney ogan as Carlos

; Conireras, al Somnto
'Ene; rmenti ————

A tnoush both nntlve: of Italy
and both violently anti-fascist,
Contreras and the slain 63-year-
old editor apparentiy had little
else in common, and Tresca once
charged of the other:

“Where he is, murder is.”

For Tresca was as rabidly anti-
Communist as anti-fascist, where-
as Contreras, although recently a
bitter foe of Stalin, once obtained
refuge in Russis and was trained
in terrorism there by the OGPU.
FLED FBOM ITALY.

t  Although ex-conviet Carmine
Galente was still beld as a “sus-
pect” In the murder, with suthor-
ities definitely skeptical of his
alibi, main interest today shifted
.to the elusive Contreras as fur-
ther details of his checkered past.
came to light.

i Born in Italy, Contreras early
was atiracted to the Communist
movement and joined other radi-

L

o
*
:
;

M. By
Me f.m-'f
Mr. Neass_,

.
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cal elements In bitterly opposing Biagadbagly
fascism snd the rise of M ni. A0 § v s s e

923, a year after Mysfolini VO f// /._\__,\_)- ‘3 '
Contindwd on Page 7, lamn 1, Vo - / "-_':"- B _“.* -
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JPU Graduate
Souaht for Quiz

Jvugl i IVE WM

In Tresca Case |&

Cocideand tosce Hieas
wPNSIRGYE FFPN A Mws § wgw

1ized control of Italy, Contreras
~d his homeland and came to the
~lted States, where he szo0n
zned himself with Communist

P e 3

am ——

p e

l Abon is the signature
frém

of “Char]

i

the regintratlon card of the car hleh police say

was used in the murder of Carlo Tresca. An OGPU
trained Communist terrorist was being sought for ques-

tioning today.

‘mants here,

Tuarme mae ans Al tha manm ha
LITLE Wad VIUT UL WiC sl Lo

ot here, with Contrerzs, under
e alias Enca Sormenti, editing
¥ I'sllan-languzge paper in Chi-
g, whil> Tresca published his,
1 Masrtelio” (the Hammer) in
w York. -

:NED BY TRESCA,

Whatever their other differ-
‘ces, both men fought for the|
me end of preventing the doc-
Ines of Mussolini from gaining
iy substantial hold on the thou-
ands of Itallan-Americans.

In 1927 deportation moves were
inched against Contreras, and
.csca was one of those who came
his aid, azgerting that he would
“tainly be shot U sent back to

R A .

Clarence Darrow was ong of the
ny others who rallied to the
ry young editor's defense, but
spite Darrow's powerful aid im-
‘gration authorities ruled Con-
‘ras must leave thia country,
Russis then offered him a
ven, and it was during his stay

-ra that he attended an OGPU}

ool and learned the methods
terroriam that he hoped might
\.x_:t‘ua.ny serve l_:_im in good stead
ligiping 10 overiurn the Musso-
11 regime,

SLAYINGS CHARGED '

Apparently he did not get bnck'
Italy, however, and the next.

‘own of him he was In Mexico.

nortad he thad | .
MUV vy vame COUDLTY, 1w

rned up in Spain, where he
ught with the Loyalists against

Aty v

itler, Mussolini and Franco m,

¢ Spanish Civil War,

He was soon withdrawn from
.itary dutles In Spain and as-
ned io police work,

3y this time Tresca had turned
lently against him, accusing
ntreras of murdering a man In
rcelona.,

whén Frence defeated the Loy-
its, Contreras succeeded in get-!
't back to Mexico, and soon
‘reafter ‘Tresca
‘h s mugder in that country,

sused him of killing a yo l
wymwoman.ltwu d..

d sucesedad in learning & great

R SN .

il sbout Contreras’ sctlvlt.lu.
'LLING OF TROTSKY.

Little is known of him since

randad in aottine asrnes tha LWlawl.
[t o

TenuaT Sk Eevvaily R waiu At

can border into this country.

Whether Disirict Attorney Ho-
gan was questioning those who
helped Contreras in his unsuccess-
ful fight against deportation In
1927 was not learned.

Dearrow, of course, is dead, bui
other prominent attorneys were
associated with him in the case.
Radicals who helped him st the
time included s leader In many
New Jersey strikes and Commu-
nist eandidate for the U. S, Sen-
ate from that State in 1834,

Contreras is now 42,

“We'd be very interested In {alk-
ing to him,” Hogan sald, empha-
sizing, however, that the man is
not a suspect,

Aside from the arrest of Ga-
lente and the search for Contre-
ras, little was disclosed today on
the mystery of why Tresca was
shot down Monday evening at
dimmed-out Fifth ave. and 15th

st #a ehnart dletanra fram his nffica
@& SLUTY WO valivs siUHI Jue Ueails,

misht ha aswrnantad -a- hiaztsd

AaEEAE  WW  Lmprwawvwe

when Giuseppe Ct.lll.bl ot ul

the editor when he was shot and
killed, had been unable to identify
Galente a8 his assassin,

Callabl confronted the puny,
“prison-wise” ex-convict at the
District Attorney's office, peered
at him for several minutes, and
then shook his head dubfously,

FACES NEW QUIZ.
Detectives who have worked
without a letup on the case since

with disappointment., They m
no secret of the fact that

speed thelr investigation.

Galente was remanded to the
Tombs, where he iz neing held on a
charge of parole violation. Al-
though he has denfed ail knowl-
edge of the crime, authorities
nounced they would contin

MWL G VALIAS diRadne

que that an lmmedllu “brel.k"

anextion him
Tinked

e .

charged R [ :

He has definitely been”

Central Park W., companion of

STICKS TO STOPY.. -

Galentes, however,
tains the two parole officials wore
“screwy.” L, :

He insists that after leaving the!
State Parole Office he ducked in-o
& subway and weni uptown io o

movie, “Cass * after w’hhh!
he kept a date wlth - wmm'-

l.nenu. .

The District Altoraey said

Ghalente Is very vague aboud :he

movie, an antl-fascist s > thriller,

that he claims to have ieen. .
Because of its internatl .nalcem

plications, it was leat.ed, 4{

sgents have joined {n ‘h: hun¥ fir

4

the murder Monday night alzl:f

iabi’s memory of the killer might.

the Treaca assassin,

ek b st me | womw e velaae
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The following article concerming the death of cnrlo sca pp;%
in the\'New Leader," official organ of th& Social Democratic Federation,

dated January 23, 19433

"The investigation of the assasination of Carlo Tresca, clearly

established as a political mrder, led this week into the political
underworld of the totalitarian groups.

npistrict Attorney Frank Hogan of New York has declared that he

would like to talk about the assassination with one Ena Sormentl, alias
Carlos Cont.reraa, an admitted Commnist. It is a well lmown fact that
Tresca aften dsnounced Duluﬂuvi in his newspaper. In the lhy 1z 19!62,

issues of Il Martello, Tresca attacked Sormenti, writing 'And now Sorment.i

is moving against the Mazazini Socisty by ord.ers of stalin.* Whether
Tresca was killed by a man Sormenti or by another Communist killer

Georgd\ifink?) or by assasins hired by fascist groups cannot be stated
positively at the moment, The fact remains that the District Attorney

has his reasons for wanting to see Sormenti.

"There are several opinions about Sormenti's character. Leading
antl-Fascist fighters who are algo anti-Comminists charge that Sormenti

is a Commnist gunman who helped 1 quidata anti-commniat foas of Franco
during the Spanish Civlil War. ‘Daily Worker of January 20 regards
Sormenti as a Communist hero., It deplores mention of his nam, and of

Communism, in connection with the Tresca case, lest ‘such
to shield the killers.’ 7' B \r'e:z‘g

(\l o N

"poes the Daily Worker want to expose the killers? The District
Attorney wants To see their 'Sormenti.! The Daily Worker s ha,isuin

Mexico. They have a disciplined party and money. Let them roduco
Sormenti in New York. They will get the investigation they say they

want, But they don't want it, and that is why they are getting stooges

to try to drom out the chorus which cries and continues to cry—
investigate the totalitarlans of both campsi 1

1
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.

- nThe Dafly Worker has long been reluctant to discuss Sormenti
and was to do so only because of i, Hogan's statement.

In discussing Sormenti, the Commnist organ protests agalnst
statements which have been made to the effect that Commnists may
have had a hand in the murder of Treaca, long their implacable foe.
The Daily Worker on its own hook, and through the mouths of several
stooges, characterizes such statements as Hearst inventions, They
are nothing of the kind. Mr. Hogan has not accused Sormenti, but his
statement implies his interest in the Commnist an to the Tresca
murder. He is not Hearst. The)Wew York Times, theNew York Herald
Tribune, most other newspapers and tTade unlon leaders have taken ac-
count of the fact that the OGPV has mrdered its enemies in foreign laids
almost as often as lMussolini's QVRA has, and of the fact that Tresca was
an enemy of Commmnism just as he was of Fagscism, The demand for as
thorough an investigation of trails leading to a possible Comminist
killer as of those leading to a posaible Fascist killer has come froam a
score of cood pAmerican and good liberal and good trade union sources.

The demand continues., A thorough investigation must come and all leacs
explored.,

nIt is interesting that the Dally Worker leans upon an article
which appeared in thé\Nelr York Post of January 18. That article, baszed
on a talk with an OWI' representative, declares that Tresca had agreed
with the O0ffice of War Information to make no issue of the inclusion of
Commnists in a projectel Italian-American Victory Council., This
pretension is well known to be false, Not only did Tresca continue to ti:
last to attack Communists in his paper, I1 Martello, but he was
specifically opposing their efforts to capture the projected Council,
In a statement issued January 18 to contradict the Post, the Mazzini

Society's National Secretary, Alberto\ \Tarchiani, declared as follows;

m1As for Trescats attitude towards the Italian-pAmerican Victory
Counicil, it is a known fact that he was against an alliance with the ex-
Fascists such as Generoso Pope and with the Comminists. He had beem
invited to the preparatory meeting which ir. Leé&(Falk (of the OWI)

had called for Thuredav, Januare 1ith_  and whish hae hasn nostnoned ta

T ———— &iavea wsasay § leuu; iy WAL Lk =id LA WL PR W RAILISR W

January 29th. He had asked his friend Dr. UmbertoNGualtieri, Vice-
President of the New York Chapter of the‘Mazzini Society, to accompany
him to the meeting called by Mr. Falk and said that they would have been
present as mere observers, and moreover if he had sean among those prusent
ex-Fascist leaders or Comminists he would have left the assembly. This
declaration was made by Tresca to Dr. Gualtieri at noon of the very
Monday on which Tresca was assassinated.?
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& Tacts, confirmed by other witnesses close to Tresca, _
¢ again what the world knows, that Tresca had two ‘ \

the acena af the very moment when he was effectively making an issue
of both those political movements in an important political situatiom.
The insimuations by ONI representatives that Tresca was becoming
reconciled with the Commnists are flatly false.

t"The New York Fost treatment dessrves further examination. It
quotes a statement of the Mazzini Soclety issued on Jamuary 16. Along
with the article there appears a bax 'summarizing' the Mazzini state-
ment. This summary selects from the 7-paragraph Mazzinl statement two
paragraphs in entirety and one sentence from a third paragraph. The
net effect thereof is to direct suspicion against Fascists, and against
them alone, The original statement also contained some remarks about
Commnists, as followas

1Tt must be added that, early and of late, Carlo Tresca, true
libertarian in philosophy, opposed the proletarian dictatorship of Moscow,
Looking forward toward the defeat of the Axis armies, Carlo Tresca
rejoiced in the heroic achievements of the Russian peopls in resisting
invagion., But this by no means reconciled him to.Stalints theorles or
to the political aims of Stalin's followers here. He continued publicly
to oppose them and the files of the Daily Worker are replete with
invective against him,? -

*Only with this paragraph in mind, as well as those directed againct
Tresca's Fascist enemies, can one understand the demand made in the
Mazzinl statement for a 'thorough investigation of the political roots
of this totalitarian crime.t* The omission of that paragraph, di-
rected against the Communists as well as Fascists, constituted a grave
distortion of the iazzini statement.

"As The New Leader stated editorially last week, Tresca's murder

introduces here ths totslitarian msthod of political debate which killed
the Roselli brothers, ex-GPU Agent Ignace \Reiss, RudolfiKlement, -
Trotsky's secretary, Leon\Trotsky, Camillio\Bernieri, the Ttalian

a;archist and friend of Tresca, murdered in Spain, and literally scores

of others.

1That method mast be stopped here lest it claims more victims.”

Respectfully,
/7 - }
Py o
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‘ For the informntlow of . your Office tgm_-;*t&: sncloscd A
me-opendus dated Janus iy 17, 1943 which nes areparéd by the Forcln
N, tionslities Branet: of tue Dffice of Strateric Servicess This
necorendun 18 entitled, Mielitical Aspects of tir Tresck Vurder®.

In accopdance with the recent telephonic conv: s’ tion wiich

took pluce betwesn issistant virector E. A, Tazm and 'r. Thonn Uonegen . i
Sga - OF your Office, actlve {nveatipation of Tresca's murder ahould rot . ¢
TRy be conducted by the Hew York Office, Homevers the Burenu chould be .-
- Ymgh - currently advised of up-to-dete doyelopments in this cese. it '
is dharefore expectec that you will continue to furnish the Burecau
3 _ ArEI am .
with wuoh date as they rre received by your Qffice. ————
Very Lruly yours, R ‘g-"'
" v v
o "4 o
B . ':‘; '“l:’: U\
John bExdgar lioover ; WL
Dirscter ., . " S 6
. ' - :"". e} -
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AN 37 B
" ‘
SAC, lew York
Kes CARLO THESCA

. Tolson _
. E. A Tamm Very truly yours,
Cleas _ __
r. Cofley e\
. Glavin R
John Edrar, floover 2 S@
. Ladd 3 goOTE U 5’.
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Mumford l ! —", " .4_.JJ,J
Hargo \ _ K FEDEMAL QUREAU uF invESTIGATION B U - qd

. Quinn Tamm _i" U 3. DEPARTMENT OF JusTice B

(.

r
‘r
i

v
e
T

Nease

- captioned subject.

INTFENAL SECURITY
Dear 3Sir:

For your informution and a:slstance in following the
‘evelopments of this case there 1s attached a mexorandun outlining
the pertinent data containe! in the wureau flles regeriing the
There 1s likesice included therein a su-mary
of the inforaution which i# preszently availsble to the ureau on
the following incividuals who are rcportedly considered as susrects
in the inctant murder coset Clarmine Galante, with aliases; Josus
Sorrmente Vidal, with aliases; and Frank Cerofalo. '

The referercrd memorandum is belng transmitted solely for
the inforrition of your Office in order to assist you in following
the cdevelopnents of this caze in a logleal manner.

As you heve previously been instructe’, I desire thet you
follow the casc clouely znd at the sate time refrain from conducting

any sotive ihvestization, inasmuch as the matter iz solely within

the investigrtive jurisuiction of local law-enforcement agenclies,

iy Ws B

It is exp:ted thet you will furnish the Bureau with any
pertinent informatlion that comes to your sttention relative to the
instant case Lmmedistely after it is received by your Office.

53

U

. Gandy ____. < F‘bé‘(| B »J‘}d '/“.“'t- ‘
, \

~
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L o~ Mr.Clegg__ .

Fi_cral Burean of Inuestipation Y e Giin__

HUnited States Bepartinent of Justice Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen

Mashington, B. &. | Mr. Traty

. Jenuary 28, 1943 . My. Carson
JPC:ceb ] ‘ Mr. Colley

——

. / Mr. McGuire,

B . MEMORANDUM FOR ', Ljﬁ.ii j Mr. Harlo
" i T Nr. Quinn Tamdl__
. het Carlo Tresca Tele. Room

e, Nease

.

ror our #vorov 1 there is attached 2 letter to the Miss Beahm
new Yorr Uffice pertainin: to the instant case. bnclosen . ith tils Miss Gandy
letter i o weorsndie ontlinine the nertinent astr containen in the
riles of tue Drrery poooroil o ovubject Treser. Trere is 2lso included

e ———

in tids e oves e Asus oy o0 Lie inforertion contzined in ovr filur on :
b foltewir s dnceivyfon-ds v o renortbodly cre consioe re o0 susocets b the i
inrtant, mrcer cares  Lovdncdios wentey wibe clinoon Jdesnr sorenSatof i, j

Chbh o aldrsesy cnwe rren "--’ roitlo.,

fliioocis it 0 8 beon recartes oot Vidsl vog e oow fork it oit
the tire Grese: viE woriceco, inoviries cce beince condretee bothe S.l..
_=etion for tie rurcosc of cetrtninine voether Ve sebw Ly wWes in e ico
Citv on dopov e L1, 1947, Th Llter schion s becn toocen in ovronsnce of
cnece tion vroig o oo wen e of bhe »oov fons i fice foilm, ir: £re Doy sremes
of rn srticle § . £ ey 1o Ae cpener e tee dnclested bbb Sisbrict flsrmey

n

Vs je o dinberertee 310 chee Loinec the vocrasboute oI this nbject,

In o coroereen it tie Lirector'. recuert, the oo lorit O ice
tas boen instroetro to o lorcls faliew the devclow cnts nf tie ense s g
the =€ Lime to refrai iro. convebing eny @ ctive Iovestiv=tion, inss-ven
Lo case is solel oenin 4 e inverti s Live juids leticn of loerl @ owe
caforocroont seeneiso s,
whle Tegsoyp b o beir: forme intend ko Ll oues torc 0 e fer (ta
confice tisl tnuar c1ioa tnee en oifbipee dn fellonl e neve Lo Leni of Leds

crfg In 2 lo L= oo,

seeneabfrlly,
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Ret Carlo Tresca

Carlo Tresce n=s born in the town of Sultona, Province of Snrused, -
Italy, in 1879. 1t Lia teen recorted that prior to hls depsriure from that
country he ras ecitor of "Il Ceune®, a revolutloniry, Soclelist papnr wnieh
was published in niu native villces, Sulrona, Itely, Tresc: reportecly y
served in this eaprclty fror 1900 to 1904, during w:dch pcriod he wis imxprisoned
pany times. i )

In 1903 sublect wae eleoted secrstary of the Syndiente of Firemea
- and Nallresd Fagiavers, the largest labor organizstion then exlsting in Italy.

Prior %o corin- to the United ltateg, Trasce wan sentenced Lo a
rricon term of tro e .rs for cre.ting political agitation in Italy. Cather
than corplete =1a ~rlzen verviee, he crerped from Itrly ape proceeced to
Switzerlend, '

Paply Yerrs in the United S;atq- (1904-1725)

. Treses i reported to have arrived in this country in August, 1904
on the S3% TOLATIT, Fpom the outset the eublect v-s -onridered anarchist,
MM LOSURE
In the toxtile sirixes in Lawrence, Yasanchuzretts {in 1717 he was
gctive »3 an IWa orcenizrr »nvi loyed a yrominent port }‘!'i‘t}';e disord~r thit

ocu}irr.d in that Git]o RECORIN, !él,/ :-_lj : 5:-..:_..%7'

: ~ In Jaruary, 1713 Tresca, with flizabeth Curley Flyuonf was an ‘zctive
leadar in the New Tork City liotel Vorkera' Strike. Thip iarikc ¢ m.l rd
by a considersble asount of rioting and cisorder. Followitlg Wﬁﬁﬁ -
of the strike the sublect soslsted in orgenlaing the Bapbers of Naw York City

in A eixller strike. J —— —
Tolson CIn 113 1w vis 0°e of the leadvrs of ¢ atrikJ_mch occurred in the :
’ 3 ils at Poterson, “ow Jesuty, Trezer was axllegedly responsible for

- B A earder it recvlte  tiherefrom, in:siuch t» the strike wa. attributed &n

aoaco,
. Ll

e nexcin to is moeesiicr  d gerecnal ictivity., One of the atrikers in Paterc~

- Colfeg o tdlted and at the 7 Ve Tresca waa crllsd unon Lo speak. Sever:l of the

Glavigay Yapy newapepers of Anvil 03, 1913 have quoted him as saying ot t'ils tire,

- Ladd nygllow xorkers, co : o' forret the principle of the toilers who crre from

. Nichofgsly, For hlood, you urt taie blood,” Tae sutjset w 3 irdict d In New Jere

. Resenfop hig perticip-tlon i. the Tuterson sbtrixe, lie »-2 cherged with motlng

. Tracipetdtious utteriaces oo with couslrg 8 rlot. e was sequltted of the {irat

. Carsoghurgm o July 1y 1714, tnt » 8 found gulity of the l:tter offense and was

. Hendupybservently sentonce In the Loser Court to sixty da;s fmprisonment. [‘owerer,
. Metrutre

. Mumford

. le‘&
. Quina Tamm _
ir. Nease

(Y

‘ias Gandy

-
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upon a-:pox-l, tho‘;:wlcuan was dimmissed.

crr\ In 1914!Trecca wse active in Rew York City whers he was ucoch!ui

with Alexsnder Befiarn and other redicals, Taidng sdvantage of the unemployw-
ment siturtion, démonstrations were stazed throughout New Tork City by the
sudject and Hls carpenions, These deczonetrations usually were culminsted
with the [>mation of nroce:slons rn”’ on one oczasion fn April, 1914 after &
daronstration lad bee: m:xde in Union Sguare, Treren declarcd to newspuper
reporters th:t the New York City police were afraid to interfere with Ms
sctions,

Tresca war tlszo an assoclate of Caron, Hanson, and Berg, three
rrarchists whe were dDlown to rieces wille making a Yosb in a house on Lexing-
ton Averue, Kew York City. Following the demise of these three men, Treaca
was one of the snealers a2t » meoting held in their tonor, iic waz interviewed
on that occasion by a newmspaper revorter vho (uoted the mubjeet =3 saving,
*I have no fault to find with him (Caron). telieve in violence, I belicve
he wss Justified in what he intended to do. HNothing can make me belleve any

other way than Caron cid.® On this occrsion Tresca ledt the reporter to :
believe that the bomb which the three men wers raking wss intended for Mz,
Jolm D, Rockefeller,

In 1514, Trescs filed owit for divorcs, 2llerin.: thet hie wife was
not a proper person to retain the eustQdy of thelr child, V¥rs. Treacs fi’ed
countersult for divorce, nanirg as corresponcent Flisadeth Gurley Flynn, iut
_ ¥re. Tresca w2e refused a divorce, It lus besn reported vany tires that

/\)/ Elizabeth Gurliey Flyin, the pregent vice-presicdent of the New York State
+ organizstion of the Co-munist Party, waa Tresca®s nisiress,

In 1915, Tresca wes active in tlie defens~ of Clarbone and irbano,
who were convicted of plecing & bomb in St, Patrick’s Cathedral, New York
City. #hen intervier~¢ by a Teporter of the Xew York "Vorld® »e to the
arobable guilt of Lhe defendants, Tresea is alleged tc huave sald, "If these
Jefendants Lre gullity, I =snt to s<e thoz convicted, I lLelleve in violence,
but only in vislin o w.ern it asvances tin cause of lator,* The aforeme-ticned
‘yuotetion ar rperre in the Anril 3, 1915 issue of the New Yor: "iorld®, lurlng
the trial of Crrbone end? }"'bvr"nu, &N mipf—‘;tur of Lte YNew York Pallce T Leparte
zent testified tiat vhen Cerbone wes yuestioned subsectient Lo hls apprehens'on,
he advised the lnspact r that "he zot the idea of planting bosbs widle atten L
anaro-ist =ertinge and herring fellows like Tresca speak®,

Tremca sas clozely associtted ith and &« friend of Luigl Uallean),

the leader of the then well-inowe Gallexnd group of anarchlst= in the New
Fnelond district,

B - - — et — —— ———
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In 1916} shile Trescs was active ia the iron ore aines strike ia

. Minnesota, ene of §he striksrs was shot snd killed, At his burisl Treece

%

1s alloged %o Mive adainistered the following cath to the perscas pnunu-
"Pellow worker?; 1 want you to take the following oath, 'I solemnly mwear -

thet if any Olivew guncet. shoot or wound sny mimers, we will take s tooth fﬂl‘z

a tooth, an qo for an eye, or A 1ife for a life",

_ In a specch made by Trescs en Kovember 20, 1912, during an iron
ore strike in Nimmesota, he is reported to have told the strikers thut they
had Just bagun thelr fight and that they could only call theaxselves victors
when tbey had plwnted the ved flag on the mining properties. He i3 alleged
Lo have said "not the rag with the stars and stripes, b the red flag of
our redemrtion®, He 1s stated {0 have closed his sprech by saying that when
they have won thia strike and returned to work, the miners should sive their
roney and inetruct their childrem Lo save thelr money Iln order to Luy
cortridees wit': whic: to tike the mining propertlica ~way fro- the ®ruflians
and dirty Loseca® and give the oroperty buck to humanity to whoa it lLelonged,

In July, 1916, Truu.ju indicted in s'i=neeota in connection with .
the death of Leputy Sheriff J, ©. kyron, who was xilled in the Liron ore strin
of 1913, In Lecenber, 171£ he ma# acquitted of all charges.

For many years Trosca hus beer the esdltor of variocus radical Italiw.
pablications, Prior to 1324, tnd up to the time of his asssssination on

January 11, 1943, he w.s the sdiltor snd ubtlisher of "Il Lartello® (The Eh:.mer)'

in Kew fork City,

~ In audition to the publicetion of ®Il Lazrtello®, Tresca has ~lso
engoged in the distribution of a considerable nuaber of books and paantlets
which have dealt with the subject ®imarchy®,

The subje:t la slleped Lo hive bteen cxtremely aclive es 8 worker znd
spear~r on behalf of the Sacco=Vansettl iefense Cotnittes,

On kay 14, 1927 the subject s reported to nnve sidressed 2 satherins
of radical ltalfane 2t Cwrtore, Pernsylvonia and in the course of hia s.ireas
e allegedly stated that 2.1 zovernments woere corru:t an” that the people as
2 w:ole would be betler off itiout 2ny yovernment at #ll., &t this point in
bis sjeech one of Lhe persons prezent aszici Tresca {f he wore a Soclalist,
and in reply Tresca stuled tiat he was not a Soclclist but an anorenist,

/ In the L:2ue of "Il iartelle™ dated April 26, 1919, thore appears

an editorial referr! - to the cerortation of a u*ter of uasians, Froe that
editorial the follawing is quoteds “Me curse your “our.eolsie hepullic, Yon
may imprisun us, you cin blind us by ide 8 cannol be derorted, The idess we

H

e ey

oy



e [ B i

resting
" they recsing. ﬁmm,ohlytaglmbnc. 'Ot‘mmhfontbt

i
Ll
5
§

world,

In the Xay 1, 1971 {sesue of the eamo newspaner, the following
oppeareds "Ta nld it {Cormuniem) according to ua, it 1s neceraary ani oufficl
that all be free and that all possess the mcans of production; that no one
impose his own will on enother znd that no one shall oblige another to work
for him, #nd 1t is to realize these canditiona tbat we believe in the
necessity of the violent revolutien, Once the material obstacle (the Govern~
nnat) is overthrown, all violence will be useless, harmful, and criminal,.®

P __....__L‘ -

Durin;: his m-ny years in the United thtc-, Tresca woas frequently

' recorted to be cctive 4~ rnti-Fasclat activities end ceronstretione. In "Il

vartello‘ of Yepteater 17, 1921, there appesred an :rticle coptioned "Folf

in Sheepts Clothing® which, in its owm worcs »nd by way of quotation from
the l1talien anarchist peper "Umanita Ruova®, was an incltevent to essassinctlea
of the Itallan Fasclst deputy Bottzi, who was then in the United Stotes, On
August 14, 1923, Tresca wus taxen into custody snd charyed with rmeiling and
delivering vrzailable satter through the United Stetes msil, At his arrsipmniat
the then Congrelusan Fiorollo LaGuardia ropesred 2a hls counsel. The obrecene

satter wilch formed the basis for his srrest was slleged Lo be of an extrexely

improvar snd vile pature. The article rhich contiined tils obscene zctier

. appoared in the lay 5, 1922 frsue of "Il J:rtello®, Tresce w s foddlete: Ty tre

United Stotes Grand Jury and 2fier various posi;cnerents of nis trisl, wes
fomd sullty on lioverber 27, 1773, On Decesber 2, 1323 the subject was sertes”
to one year ard sne day by United States District Judge GCoddard of the Sonthe a
District of Yow York, Trcsca had bsen repre=ented by Horry Content of New
York, and the lutter, ar well a3 Ceorge Gorclon Patile and Congressmen Laturrdia,
pleaded with Judge Gouderd for litigatlon of 8 ntencs. Teofore pizalng tentunce,

feda (adtnpd snbod Trodea 1f he mam rr.u-r!m{ and v.on Troacala anqwnrinr in

UU&.B‘ WA Y, ATC ERASU LTCSUE 43 i vwuw wiig i awmts T o=
the =ffirmelive, he stoted thot Ris wife i Fll*.tztr durley Fly-na. Upon
further cucstionins thr subject admltted Lthot ke '~ . beezr Uving nith her for

a period of tnelve jerrs, h.ving been separatew Trom ols firat »ife, to rhoga
aupport he hail heen forzcd to zontribule. An rpacsl was taken Uy kls attoine;
and the subject wne relersed on {5,790 lord paniin. tne dis;osition of that
apperl, The Circuit Court of Appuals evidently affirmed the declsion of the
Natriet Conrt, for Trescs was incurcerated in Lhe ZLlwnts Penilentls.y on

Januery 7, 1975, Honever, he was released from thit institutiosn by co-amutation

of sentence on Kay ¢, 195,
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his activities &g ngitator; snarchist, auther, snd editor. ALl during this-: ‘% -

seriod he edited ®I1 Nertello”, an anarchist vowspsper with offices located
at 2 Veet 15th Street, New !onc, Rew York.

furing the course of :ls lifetime, Tresca is rejorted to ave been
arrested on 36 occasions on such cherges as conspliracy, inciting te riot,
unlawful asscablage, bla:ph-u;) slandcr. libel, disturbing the peace, murder,
and orixinal obscenity.

: Frem the inforastion available it doos not sppear that the sudject
aver filed & declaration of intention to becoms a citizon of the Unlted Stetes,
In 1926 the Itollan Covernment was reported to have started proceedings in
Rome, in order to derrive Tre ca of his Italian citlzenship, This zlleged
sction ont the part of the Italian Government was attributed to tne sati-
Kussolini and anti—Fcaciat ctivities of the subject in the United States,

Informetior. has bsen received to the effect that on Nay 13, 1927
Tresca "raided" the offices of tha Alllance Fascisti X1 Luce in the Bronx and
he dezanded, at the point of a gun, that 150 applications for uenberabip o
file in the nafe be handed over to him, Thereafter he wse arrested on
charge of felonious asssult. This charge was disriased by the Grand Jury
on March 15, 1728, In the s=me year, 1727, a cording to the November 3, 1727
$ssus of the New York Times, he was the head of the dntl-Fnrcisti Alli:ncs
of llorth America.

According to the ¥orld-Telagrum of Lecesber 27, 1972, the postal
esuthorities barred zeveral iessues of his paper from the mails. The basis for
tris oction on the part of the Post Uffice Department hae not been satallished,
On June 28, 1331, tre Lew York %orld-Tele/ran reporte. thet Tresean w»a arrested
on that date in Philncelv‘\ia following a meetine wherein s closh resulted
betreen the Fasciets ond the Comrunists in Erstern Pernsylvenla, Tresco wee
dischorzed by the locel police on the ante daye

The subjec’. wnz reported to be a metber of the Azerican Coomittoee
o DLefend Leon Trotz:y in 1537 end 1938,

Tresea is recorte! ss being defialtely anti-Fazclst, llving -3 ta
sald "for the day Huesolinl i& run out of Italy and I can return to die in
prace™,

In recent yc'ra Tresca is reported to have ce-sed active jurticle
pation in labor troubles, devoting the mejority of tis tire to a crusude
uprinst Pasclem.
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At the tine he wie slain the subject was reportedly working with

the Orfice of VeryIinformation to form an Itallan-imerican Victory Committee,

which nnosuny , have wmbraced all anti-Fasciste and anti-Nasi groupe, .

including ‘omzunistes. Tresca had in the past been a leader in the movement .}
i ghat barred Commnists from membership in the Rassini Soclety ond in kceplm‘?.if” :

with hie beliefs was reportedly opposed to the inclusion of Communiste in -

the Italian-dmoricen Victory Committee, Tresca outwardly indieated his 2

opposition to the acceptence of persona whom he conslcered r8 pro-Fascist -

in the Committee, neming specifically Genoroso Pope, editor of the "Il Progresso

Italo=imericano®, whom he brinded «s & former apologist of Fascim and

dictatorship.

v e e i
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\ that the a=sarsin ran ur be'l:.d then as tiey resched the northwest torner

Varder of Carlo Trese

Carle Trerca vay killed st 9145 P.M. on January 11, 1943 as he
was leaving the offlces of Ms newspaper, Il Martelle®, at 96 Fifth Avenue, .
Hew York City:. Ae he left his offios he was in the ctepany of & friend, -
Guiseppe Calladi; 96 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. Lo

The Yew York Poct of Januury 17, 1343 reportad Call:bi as stating A%

of Fifth Avenua and 15th (treet, fired three shots, two of them takirn:
irmediate effect, and thex san O & car walch wis porked nearvy. The crivep
of the car lmredistely ‘urmed B corner and procesd & west on 15th Street,
Acoording to newspaper regorts, the assassin had sn aceomplice, and in the
newspaper versions of the crime it 1s rejorted that two persons were in'
the "getaway® car, This car, in whiek the slayer snd kis soetowpiive nade
1 their escaps from the ~urder acene, is rejorted to have been found abendoned
| approximately two hours ané fifteen minutes later in front of 168 West lith
. Utreet, Thic adiress 1= four blocke from the s:ot where Trosch wis rurdered,
Immediately rre-eding the murder Treges is rerorted by Callobd to have
jad;ilod that he was goind to rest his wife at & nearby rcataurant, at ten
'?.0 . ‘
1

]

! The automobile referred to above w2s & 1978 V-8 Ford sedan besring

| New York license No, 1C-9272, The Jarmusry 12, 1943 iseue of the New Tork

i Post re,orted that the Yew Tork Police Lopartment daternined that the car
wug liated 4n the name of Charles Peppas, B2.07 27nd Street, Glendale, Ne»

: York, Tne same nowspaper stated that no such addre-s existed in thet

" locallity.

i The Tresca ri:avsin is described by Culledi «s being a wiite man
“between 35 to 42 years of uge, five fest five inches tall, weighing 130 roumd.,
He 18 further re-orted L0 hi~ve been dregsed in a "black hat and overcost and

a dark sult®, . :

The Hew York Police Departomnt §s rerorted to have found s fully
loaded +38 crliber Colt revolver (police vositive) nerr the Fifth Avenus
bullding. Informstion h+s likewise beea rs:zeived tunt zn unfirec .32 calloer

{ ‘builet was found near the body of Tresca. From the infeormstion avail: ble

it appears thet Tresca vog killed by two .32 crlibor bullets,

£

LY
3

.rJ

e

Crll- 7L, who wis urhermed, 1s re:orted to hxve atated that Tresea
cslled 2 zeetin: of six —en tt Lthe offices of s nevspnper an the nirht he
was surcered, The reeiin~ was schedula. for roven 7.V., but Tresca und Call-L!
were the only persons v o f; heaxrcd, The nemes of thoce o fail-d to sttend
the conference were not mode public. Toe subiect of the recting was to le
the Vezsgini foclety, un snti~Fasciat group shilct hizs becore lncreasingly
active 1a the United States., Tresca hinself was extrezely anti~Fasclst and
}4s newspaper continurlly sttacked Fazclom,
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Trom, the Laformaticn a.mhhlo it appeare that Galmnte, an ex- }

convict and the subject of freguent arrests, srpeared at the office of the o
Perols Division, 90 Centre Street, New fork City, an hour and a half before -
Tresca's murder, in order ¢o make hls weexly rerort, inasruch ss he is uncep }
parole supervision until 1945, having recently comnlcted tha service f a
twelve~-and-one-nulf-year sentence for arzed robbery., Two investijgators froms

the parole board are rerorted by the New York Mily ¥irror of January 14,

1943 to have placed Galante mder survelllince irmedistely after he left

their office. Mr, Vavid Dressler, head of the Parole Division, i» reported

.. to have informed the press that upon leaving Lreseler's office, Gelinte

,\.

‘dashed to an automobile which wal pxrknd nelrby with the rotor runﬂinz and

arother man nt-rmc nne 'ﬂQ'«I‘.o I-I'IQ IQL.LO‘LH' I.I Ta CBOI-E!'&J.U"; II‘W the -’""
York Laily kirror of Ji-unry L, 19431  "Tum nuto atarted even before Calonte
sleirmed the door, Lressler zald; anc the ;rrole oiflcars jotted down taa
license number, LC=%:7:.° (It will be roted that tne car which reportedly
arricd the sssassin encd his eccom: lice from the ecene of the aurder wia’
carrying the same license tas nunter.) -

Gal:nte s28 taxen into custody for cuestloning by the New lork

 Police Copartzent, and according to the data evallsble he hno denied any

knowledoe of or affilirtion with the crime, According to the Lelly Lirror
of Januzry 14, 12,1, wien Grlante wia questioned vegir. ing his scilvities
After reportinc tn the Parole Livision, "te {nsisted he 'Jucxed into the
subsay? =fter leaving Iressler's osfice.* '“r. Yrescler statcd to the press
that his office hns had Oalwnte under surervision since May 1, 1937, shen
he mas roleased from Uennemora. iHe had been sentenced on January 8, 1921 in

Brooklyn, New York, following msn attempt to shoot a police eergecant during
& hold=up,.

Folice records on Gulante peportsdly & or four uliuses, cisht
arrects on chepyes Including Suvenile itelinguency, ~-<suult, robbery, snd
horiclde, ar avll or four convictione,

In connection with auspect Galznte, the Hrw Yorx Daily #irror of
Jenuary 16, 1301 re artrl tho foilowingt "lietrict Attorney Ho3mn maritted
yesterday Lhat Usil. bl twe fr1lled to identify Carrine Unlente, 32, sx—w mvict,
wha hes been held 3ince the day t fier the shootineg 43 the msn wha shot Trreca
in the back, afterwsrd [lriing in s Jdrrk-hued ear xitn rvother man besind the
‘l’hﬁtl." |

Carr Lre G lante, alisa Cupnlne U lente, 2lise Druno sso, :lirw
Ch-rles :uaso, alias Ch rles fruno, s2lias U-rrine C.lente, w+s bom in 1%0€,
lle is five feet four incres in helirht =ni meighs 142 counda, 1% the tivme he !
ay taker intc cuatody bz the liew York Police “epurtacnt for questioning he
as employed aa r relror on a truck that is opersted Dy the Enickerbocker
‘ruckln‘ Company, 520 Eroacdway, New York City.

e e e e . bt =2
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The Yew York Journsl-American of Januery 15, 1343 in writing up
the instant case atated: “GCelenie, Lowsver, stoutly nainteing the two parole
officers were ‘sorewy’. He insists that after leaving the state perols o Tice -
he ducked inte & eubway any went nywm to a movie, 'Caubhnu' mo‘ wieh .«
ho kept & date with a womsn friend.* o

rrc e T TR : e ) ’
w

Flstrict Attormney liozsn, accordin: to the Mew York Dally iirrop
of January 1i, 1743 "ezld search is being mnle for varlos Contreres, :otorious
Hexican Cocmunist, suspect 0.0.P.U. triggerman and a bitter eneay of Treses,
who onece ex;osed him as an slleged wife-curdersr ss well as a partzupm
in a plot to assassinete Leon Trotsky a few yeare ago.

s+ ' It has been deternined that Carlos Contrsras' true nsme ie Jeésus

Sormmente Vidal, Additional aliases which hove been utilized by this {ndle

S

vidual sre the following? Inea Sormentl, Carlos fo:rento, #ad Carlo Contraras,

Froo the deta availnble it a:pe-rs that Contreras {n 1323, » year
after Xussolini selszed control of Italy, fled his homeland and care to the

United States wmhere he nllgned himself »ith Communlst slemsnts here. He later-

procesded to Nexico and was allegedly dejorted by that country, de subse-
qQuently turned up i~ Spain, where he fought as Con andant of the Fifth Degirert
in the Spanish Loyalist Army against Hitler, Mussolini, and Franco in the -
Epaniah Civil Wer. Rh{le Contreras wss in Spain he wos sccused by Tresca

of murdering » rin in .:rcelona, The kew lork Journmal-American of January

15, 1943 re orted th-t "shon Franco defrated the Loyalists, Contrer:s succeedou
in getting back to Mexico and soon therezfter Treaca chorged him with s muader
in that country.® Tresza accused Contrerrs of killing a ycung woman wio

had succeeded in lenrning a gro:t deal about Contrercs® activities., Contreras
an Italian, is reported by informents to have posed seesntly in Kexico as a
Spanish refucee., They likewise advised that he was 8 luading figure in

" bringing about the " urge® of Laborde ard Campa from the Conzuniast Party in

Vexico, Ile i3 closely connected with Vincente Lombardo Toledano, Yexican
labor lesder. He hus been referred to as u Comintern Fuictionary and one of
the principal influentlrl contact cen betusen "Free Jarmany® ung the Yoxiceon
Comriunint moverent, ile has been slleged on several occrslons £o5 Le wn

0.0, P.U. operstive In kexico CiLy. From the inform:tion presently svullibie
it is indiented 5 -t t is sunpect spent mrny yeers in Fuseds,

According o the Mew York Journal-ixeric:n of January 19, 17.3,
Contreras m»s re orte’ ta have tem. in Lew York during the very recsnt post,




_ This Individual iz alleged to be sn sx-gangster and bootlegger

" whio was st one timé an associzte of Chirles (Locky) Lucismo. Oarofala’s
past sssocistions are reportedly of an unsavery crarscter and are said to -
be well~inows in the New Tork sreas Altrough be is not considered canjgerous
politically, he iz seid to be criminally cangerous, GCzrofalo became a
menber of the Creater New York Lodge of the Sons of Itsly in February, 1942,

Confidertisl and reliable aources have reported that a dinner
wrs held at the Unnhattan Club in New York City on Septesmber 10, 1942 by
. the Kar Savings Bond Coamittes of Americans of Itallsn Fxtraction. Cerle
" Trescs was one of the perscus whe attended ihis dirmer, ™ In the course of
the evening Tresca roportedly comzented on the fact that a3 mnber of former
vro-Fasciat syrpsthicers were &t the dinner. ¥Yhen Frank Carofalo, who
allegedly threztened Troeca's life in 1931, entered the dining room, Trescu's
indignation knew no buunds and he exslaimed, “Even thst gunman is here.®
The same confidential scurcss have advised thut Tresca lumediately arose
and left the room,

100-157458-1

There L8 no other informntion available on this individusl except
that there are indications that he mxy de considered as & suspect in the
instant case.
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WBIORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
.- T KEs CARLO TRESCA .
L o

You will recall my personal and confidential memorandum
to you dated Noverber 27, 1942, entitled "Dolores Faconti, Assist-
ant United States Attorney, Southern District of New York,®
wherein I outlined information which had tcen received relating
to yiss Faconti, one Frank Carofalo, and Carlo Treaca.

. In reference to the recent murder of Tresca I thought
7ou would be interested in knowlng that the Honorable Fiorelle
H. LaCuardis, ¥ayor of New York City, telephonically advised
the Agent in Charge of vur New York Cffice on January 28, 1913,
that he hid received inforraticn to the effect that shortly
before his murder Tresca was contacted by issistant United -
States Attornsy Facunti who requested him to refrain from pub=— °

b

lishing anything concerning her or Gurofals in

4

uls nswapaper,

From ths Information availavle it appears that

1} Garofalo 1s presently considered as one of tha suspacte respon- '
sible for Treaca's issassination.

v ) I the aforsmentioned coaversition of Vayor Lalauirdia
he requested infoiritlon sa to whetuer this Sureau is concerned

Mr. Tolson__tem tha case, He wis informed that since the cise is solely

Je.
Mr.
e,
M.
e,
e,

WhVid WG wHOwa wastmm SFassskT

E.A. Torgaguin the jurisdiction of local law enforcemani igencles the
gi“‘_‘——m}ais not conducting an investigation relitive to Tresca's death.
avin . -
Lade___ The only infommition contalned in the Iiles of this
Nichois_ Bureau rel.tive to Frark Garofalo_is set forti in my aforementioned
Rosen___memorandum to you dated Noverber 27, 195L2. 2

-

R

Mr, Tracy . c;;‘
1r. Cargon Respectfully, j

e, Colle; :

*{¢. Hondon_______ o s n

Mr. Eramer ﬁ‘\‘ . - .

Mr. MeGuir oV . . Jehn Edgar Hoover /

I, i

Mr. i",f/

. . -

- Quias 1\';';' ff o Y Directer s
e Nease S ,_\2/ 'PJ ,Z l_ ,,41-,!\' e
iR Y

i
/"Il undo.® 3

Y.
Y
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Toalson
E. A, Tamm__
Clegs
Glavin

JOMN EDGAR HOOVER
. DIRECTON

Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr., |
Me.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

H¥ederal Burean of Investigation
¥nited States Department of Justice
Mashington, B, €.

Jinuvary 29, 1943

Ladd

Nichol»

call 9112 P
Typed 9330 PM

MeGuirse
Mr. Harbe

Mr. Quion Tamm _
Tele. Room
Mr. Neanse !
Miss Beabm 3

Miss Gandy, ‘L

MEMORANDUM FOR Ti DIRECTOR

Acting SAC Lone ;an_telephonically advise that in the course
of conve-sation with yayor MaCuardia today the lztter referred to a
Miss Dolores .faconti, 2n Assistant U.5, Attornpey (SDNY), who,according
to information furnished to the Mayor, énjled. Tresca shortly before he
as killed and requested of him not to link her name with that of
Yr’}arofalo. carofalo is supposed to be an ex-wangster and bootlezger anc
the Wayor wanted to know if the Bureau had anythin: to do with this
matte =  »ereupon kr. Donegan advised him that such matrers d¢id not come 4 ;
within The field of FBI jurisdiction and is something for the Departmert ;
to h:ndle. The Mayor then indicated that this informaticn would be pasSed
on anu had called it to ir. Donezan's attention as a matter of interest.

vr. loneran stated that this matter is summarized in corresponds e’ -
directed to the Bursau some time ago attached to #hich was a notation by -
I, Foxworth that Corea #as also notified of the facts in the case.

I told Mr. Donegan that a memo to the Lepartment would be

written tomorrow
this rezard. Mr.

advisine them thereby keeping our records clear in

Donezan indicat

ed that he

would next contact Kayor

LaGuardia on Thursday, February

Lth, and at that time

would onre

papartment interest.

A letter of

asain tell nim that the matter is of
confirmation will follow shortly thereafter.

o

\ Feo
v ! L
[ . T
!

' Respfect.fully,
,
.- ° !
V.iward A. Tamm

G- 13357265

1942 , -
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N YILES DIVISION
) fr. | 2 1943
]
TO:
MR. PATTENSON CENTRAL HOLD K
MR. WAIKART ) ¥nclosure! -
MR, SEYFARTH CLASSIFYING
" MR. MEDLER CHIEF CLERK
~ MR. POND CONSOLIDATION .
— MR. DUGAN T DEFERRED RECORDING
T MR. WALSH Send to
MISS LI=H Room #
T MISS PAULSEN FILING UNIT
~ MISS SPEERS o Checkers
T MRS, SMITH FRONT OFFICE
~ 1iR. CAMPBSLL (5259) — IDENT. DIV.
MR. CLTENTS (5708) IDENT. & STAT. FILES
MR. FUEHAN  (4237) T LABORATORY
— MR. GOULD (5700) : — MAIL ROOM (5th Floor)
MR. ncGUInB (4238) NUMBERING
4716) = PERSONNEL FILES
(316)FHLBB =~ SEARCHING
GER (B-114) . RECORDING
Examiners
M
See Ile

Plezsc Handle

Send by Messenger

v

'-'x"-"""‘ v ,
i iningl {T*_i._.z-:._.__s.______ —'—-(
i

e

\)i:‘v. .’/U ‘s

ARouting Unlt (Room 6632)
" 0. H., Patterson :

fury

.J' _‘n J * "‘ -_:’v_ *
e
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Box 152

Marion, North Cerolina

AR
.y

Dear Mr. Mcilallt

Plesse be advised thut your communiication dated January
29, 1943 uddressed to the Attorney Generel has recently been
referred to this Buresu by the Department of Justice, Your interest
in writing the Lepsrtment of Justlce in this recard is appreclated,

In refercnze to the subject matter of your communication,
you may be assured that the content thereof has been carefully
noted and is being afforded approprizte consideration by the Federal
Bureau of Investication.

Sin cerély yours,

. ™
John Fdgar Hoover ‘ é %':
_\ Director iz b Tl
& b
- Tplaop

r_).%&‘." Tamm _ ‘ . 5_#:‘__
iy ek d
r.-Glege. . .3
r:*Qoifery

r +BHavi

¥ YAh—FEB 8 1013 *

‘P. M, : .

TEDERAL BUREAU OF JXVESTIGATION “ o
TC _Ur—BEPARTRENT OF MISTICE ; Y %
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Vst s e o : e ' ue-287 Mr. Tolson b7

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER Mr. E. A. Tamm_ ___

. [InECTOR | ' Mr. Clegg

Mr. Glavin

Fedreral Bureau of Inuestigation Mr. Ladd
Mnited States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Niehov___._'_‘“

Mr. Roszen
Mashington, 8. €. : Mr. Tracy -
Feumory o, 1943 Mr. Carson
Mr. Coffcy .
JPoic Mr. Headon
Mr. Kzamer
\‘ Mr. McGuirs,
_MEMORANDUM FQR__ . ©ii. ?/ Mr. Harlo
A : Mr. Quinn Tamm____
cei werlo Trases Tele. Room
Mr. Negse
Miss Beabm —
Miss Gandy__
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ONFIDENIAL INFOR!N .
ACCORD -

iIce TO THIS OFFICE.

THE CARLOS TRESCA MATTER WHICH WILL BE BROADCA
THE ERCADCAST IS TINTATIVELY SCHEDULED

ROM RADIO STATIC!H WHN IN LYC. .
FOR NINE:THIBIYJIQ“NINEmFQRIYE;!E-EmarEHRUAR¥~EIGHT, FORTYTHRLE. I,
VIEW OF THE TYPE CF INFORMATION BEING SUPPLIED BY THIS INFORTAY E;Llffﬂi
. AT
W '/Q{U\-i - ;

IS SUGGESTED THAT KIS SERVICES BE CONTINUED.
DOMNEGAN
HOLD —
}) ‘% ) ~ | ] j 9 iof ‘.,f v
L YOG, 4 b \i
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Ret Carlo Tresca

i For your infor:ation and such considerstian as you deer
L ap-ropri.te there is attached a resolution that was directed to the
ot Attorney General by the Social Democratic Federation, 7 Fast 15th e
" Etreet, New York, New Yorks The referenced communicstion wus ‘
&% recently referred to this Dureau by the Office of the Attorney
General, : . p——

Inzsruch as the assassination of Carlo Tresca is & cace -~ :3°
T which is s paiently wituin the sole Jurisdiction of local low- -
) enforcement agencies, ani becguse this Buresu is not conductings .
any Iinvestigation relitive to Tresca's rurder, the referenced T en
resolution is being returned st this time for whatever action yoy ’
dess a.proyriate, ' ,_.;:i»',’

A

Very truly yours, tr.a;uq';wg‘g L —

Fx Eags
“'.._“:09 L
Jobkn Tdger idocver

'r. Tolsgn B ;o v Director
1. E. A Tamm

c. Clegx anloaur-.- o

' Coffey :

. . . N W A

‘r. Glavin O LR A T

"rN(;MrilmS S itl_l-ur‘\,l !
AtLED 7
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Federal Burran of Inuestigati. a
Muited States Departient of Justice
Mashington, 0. €.

January 29, 1943 i

MEMDRANDUM FOR MR. F, L. mcn e

REs CARLO TRESCA / ~ O
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The following article concerning Carlo Tresca appeared in the
Jarmary 29, 1943, issue of "'l‘he\c.nll " official publication of the Socialist

in = e
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mfhile the identity of Carlo Tresca's assassin was still unknown
as this iasue goes to press, The C8ll has discovered a network of

totalitarian intrigue which supplies the background for what is un-

doubtedly the political murder of the beloved Italian anti-fascist.

"0f course Stalinists and fascists -- both of whom have made use
of political assassination — are deeply involved in this intrigue erd,
as often happens, the line between the two is sometinzes blurred. The
unusual aspect of the story is that the Stalinists seem to be operating
sucoessfully ithrough the Office of War Information, apparently without
the knowledge of its director, Elmer Davis, who is under the illusion
that no 'fellow-travelers! are working under him.

© o e+

*At the time of Trescar's death, the OWI was trying to organize
an Italian-pAmerican Victory Council which would include not only
anti-fascists, but also Stalinists and ‘reformed? fascd.sts-—Italim-

, Americans who until recently were propagandists for Italian fascism.
i In effect, the OWI, following the line.of the State Department, wanted

| , ) an hnt.i-mssolini, rather than an anti-fascist front.
"Logical Follow-[p

"This policy is & logical corollary of the appeasement of pro-
fascists begun by the United States government in the North African
deal with Darlan, OChurchill has also repeatedly stated that only one

mane-Masoling —was mamnsib]s for Tt.nlv's mr‘hic:lmtdon in the war

Lrilirsl L) 48 | ¥ SRS LS LNz F
= o Vs /

and has indicated a willingness to make a deal with anybody else in _ —

.I“ly. X -Az H// lé/ _,35:'2%

"The American govemmnt has int.cnsifi.ed its efforts to force the
anti-fascist Italian AsdSricans into & spurious ]'ﬁitiwh“' unity with l
the Stalinists and 'reformed! fascists because the invamion ¥ Naxth Africa
puts the possibility of an invasion of Italy i elf, next on its milt :
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willing to make a deal with Italian fascists, and parhi t.hem to keep
political and economic control if only they will renognce Massolinits
leadership, and support Allied military invasion of Italy. The large
number of Italian-Americans in the United States gives added importance
to this maneuver.

tThe Communist Party favors this move because of its desire to
relieve Nazl pressure on Soviet Russia through a *second front!'
achieved by effecting an Allied invasion of Italy. Nor, since the

Stalm-Hitler pact, have they shown any reluctance to deal with fascists.
#Red and Rlack Totalitarians

nThe ‘victory council' envisioned by the (WII was to include
Italian branches of the International Workers Order, Stalinist fraternal
front., It was alsoc to include pro-fascist Italian-pAmericans who becane
converts to demoeracy about the time the U,S, entered the wars for
example, GenerosoyPope, New York publisher, who played the Democratic
side of the street for the fascists and was a New York elector for
President Roosevelt in 1940; and umerindo\Portfolio, New York politico,
who played the Republican side of the street for the fascists.

nTo impose the red and black totalitarians on the anti-fascists
the (WI used, among others, two Italians, one named Facci and the other
Serenoc. The latter was pro-fascist until 1938, when he became pro-
Stalinist. Facci practically broke up the Mezzini Society in
Philadelphia when he tried to get it to accept the leadership of Judge
Alessandroni, prominent in the Sons of Italy and a notorious pro-fascisi.

"o all of this Carlo Tresca was jmplacably opposed and he was
fighting it until the moment he was shot down. Not only waes Tresca
opposed to it, but so also were other leaders of the Mazzini Society,
the pro-democratic Italian anti-fascist organization. These leaders
are among the most eminent Italian anti-fascists in the world——Prof.

\Gaet.and\Salveu:Lni Prof. G. A \Borghese, Prof. Maz'ascoli, Count Carlo
Slorza.

mtnity! Not Created

"These men and their followers were dispirited and divided by the
efforts of the OWI to lump them with Stalinists, anti-Missolini fascists
end fair-weather anti-fascists. The net result of the OWI's attempts
at tunity' was to create disruption and confusion among true antj-fascists
from which only the disciplined followers of Stalin and Mussolini could
profit, g

c e -

*The Stalinists in the ONI tipped their hand in an fexclusive' story

in the New York Post of Jan. 18 which attempted to whitewash the OwWits
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role and to absolve the Stalinists of any connection with the murder
of Tresca. The principal informant of The Post 1s giwven in the story
as 'responsible sources in the Office of War Information,' It was
admitted in The Post city room that the story was fordered' from sbove.

nThe tresponsible sources! in the OWT turned out to be lee Falk
of tha ONI foreign languapge division. Falk is a Stalinist fellow-
traveller who lives with another (%I employe in the same division named
Carr who is also a fellow-travelsr,

"Tresca Didn't Approve

"Falk is quoted in the Post story as saying that Tresca gave
‘wvhole-hearted approval! to the plan for an Italian-Anerican Victory
Council. The story also states that Tresca agreed 'not to make an
issuet of the incluslon of Stalinists,

"Tresca's widow, Margaret de\g'Silver, and other intimates of
Tresca categorically and vigorously deny these statements. To thcese
acquainted with Tresca's career and ideas, they are obviously false,

"The story also speaks of the 'amazing series of problems for the
O%I' arising from the setting up of the !'Victory Council,!' But it
gives no hint of the fact that the OWI itself was responsible for
these problems.

nFor Arnmn'ln tha storv refaras to tthe incluszion of

WET w VWA aAwaw . Vaatwr W raa

Popet in the 'Victory Council,! but sedulously avoids say:l g th t it
was the (WL itself that originally proposed the inclusion of Pope and
of all other recent fascist apologists. _

&

T
-

tThe story reveals its Stalinist inspiration by making much of the
opposition to Pope while avoiding mention of the opposition to the
rest of the suspiciously fresh converts from faseism. It appears that
Pope incurred the wrath of the Stalinists by refusing to allow fellow=-
travellers on the staff of his newspaper. Consequently they were quite
willing to see Pope attacked, especially since it created the 11lusion
that discretion was being exercised in the formation of the 'Victory

Council.?

"Tresca and his assoclates were, of course, bitterly opposed to
Pope., But they did not regard Pope as the worst of the fascist
~ apologists. They were equally opposed to others. But The Post story
' did not mention the opposition to the others, presunably because they
2 = - had made thelr peace with the 3talinists.
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"The most disturbing sidelights of the Post story pre that it
could appear in a U,S, paper at all and that it could ar in the
New York Post. It is the kind of inspired story--inspiped not even
by the government, but by a vicious faction in the government-—-
that i3 typical of the worst in European journalism., It is a
fittinz accompaniment to political assassination.

"Finding it in The Post--a right wing American Labor party

paper noroall 'hr sensitive %o Q‘hﬂini st machinati ong=-may ba explgined

P~ A VA A A A W Y W i & B Wk, WA R s

either by the gullibility of the publishers or by t.helr willingness
to whitewash the Stalinists along with the Administration.”

Respect;ktll
/3 | )’
\" { dntire’ ,
L. gf’: o
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_The Gun That Killed Tresca

LRSI Y

Was Fired By the Same Hand
That Burned the Reichstag

By MIKE GOLD

It will be ten years on February 27th that the Reich-
stag fire frameup took place in Berlin, A younger gen-

nrnhnn Aune ndn tha warld atviceola dinea 1029 rill
eralion, ung nle Ine Wwernd struggie singe 1055, Win

barely know about that fire.
Yet it is worth studying. - -

The fire, fcr one thing, set s pattern for future Nazi frameups '
and provocations. If you study Lhe Reichstag blaze in all its dramatic
intrizues you can almost solve an event as recent as the Tresca l.s-
snasination.

Any mall-order detectives can tell you that the first step in crime
detection is to search for a motive,

The possible formation at last of a broad and truly national united
front of all Ttalian groups agalnst Mussolinl and Hitler may have in-
spired the Gesiapo with its immediate motive ln the Tresca case. Or
the defeals i Russia may have caused Nazis 10 creale a renewed
witch-hunt against that favorite bogeyman of all Dies witch-hunters
and Torles, the legendary “OGPU.”

Ouly & united front of the people everywhere can beat Hitler. The

- Communists work for such a united front. The assassination of Tresca
is being used to defame the Soviet people and the American Communist
- Party, hence the united front. Who can beneflt by the current cnm
paign but the Nazis, the Hearsu the Muasolinis?
.
To repeat, the paltcrn for all such diversionary frameups was set
! in the Reichstag fire in 1933.
: Von Hindenburg had sneaked Hitler into the offlce of Chancellor,
i under order of the masters of Germany, the steel and coal magnates,
} [ the Prussian junkers and war-mengering geherals.
i

L ————

Bul new elections were coming in March,. The country was in & state

of revolt against Hitler, He couid only win the elections by a reign

of terror. He needed some legal ficlion for the opening of a terror.
The Communists smelled the possibilities snd warned the Gfrman

pecple. In' & speech delivered on Feb. 26, 1923, Deputy Wilhelm Pleck,

» Communist, warned that “certain circles are spreading rumors that

. the Communisls are preparing an pfiemptpn Hitler's life, Let me re-

mind You of the provocative s=ssazsinations practised in Italy which

served as & pretext for the incredible persecution of the workers.” Ty -
But through the newly won Goebbels radlp, thousands of Nazi T /I;-

demagogues and ncwsptpers went on screaming “Bolshevik Plans for & - L A

Coup d'Etat’” . oo T,
Something waz to happen. It was in the air, The fire took place - e b

on the night of Feb. 17. Hitler appeared on the scene within a few — e

minutes. Goering and Gocebbels also were conveniently free and In

Berlin on the same fateful night. '

2
Within ten minules after the fire, Hitler said to a British corres- /&'l{,f{l /
I

v —— s
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pondent., “This is & sgnal from Providence, No one wil Drevent us
now from dealing with the Communisigs with an iron hand.”
How could he know »0 s0on who had made theélre? But the frame-
, : up trial of Dmitroff at Leipzig exposed the story of the plot. That
. §% “brave lion of the working class, Dmitroff, told the full tale In court. This is a clippinrr from
g . And one after another accomplice in the fire was murdered by Mit- page 4; (f‘pc of the
ler. or fled Germany, or otherwise Dald for knowine too much. - AR .
- A world jury of sminent barristers under the chairmanship of S8ir sm) HOrKer 10T
Fy Stafford Cripps held a public hearing in London on the Reichstag . o 1
biase. They exaimined ll evidence and bamed Hitier for the re with S =T/ ST
ndlnlnevmchofﬁulmurderhormmuon. 3 a a 6ea
FEB 2 nd geners! return to the jungle ‘ppe *
Tresca case similarly be exposed to the full light of day. . 0L Government
Such is the demand of all honest anti-faaciats. The bloodyEogerpeimty-I
R . :Mmmmkmm-mmuuzmmmmmsmdi
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Fedreral Burean of Inuestination
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice

'C-287 + Mr. Telson_§¢7
) Mr. E. A. Tamm__ -
Mr, Clegg___
Mr. GQlavin
Mr. Ladd
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- Mr. Tra:y

Mr. Carson

. Mr. Colfey —
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Mr. Kramer
Mr. McGuire _
Mr. Harlo

n Mr, Quinn Temm__
el lu—nr-iv ‘i\‘I-;\:'j[-ﬂ mo o T oo
el ABiT. HUULL -
. . . Mr. Nosse .
In velvren e Ly bl reeent assorsinztion of O rlo Yr-o62;, Miss Beabm
BYa s 9 o rory L 1 ey Pl ] ory - St ren i .
tho follf',‘l“ i sor L.L:-)f.'l i: beinr Lr_'cn.l ,n"o‘ to‘ your jt,ufl.li,lu ' O‘r' Miss Gandy
J:"'nrr‘_! oy 1“1__5, 7 oLl ele a0 e e sy 1orK Limen berring
the o= tioa "b_irnds of Treser Cunice G601 Insicted on aene in
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N Fascista whose conversion dated
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Friends of Tresca Eﬁarge OW ,

Insisted on Reds

The essassination of Carlo Tres- ponderantly directed. The OWI is
¢& led yesterday to indignant de-' charged with being the instrument
leading Italian-!

nunciation by
American organlzations of the
Office of War Information for its
tactics in seeking to promote anti-
Fasciam here. .
Leaders no longer hesitated yes-
terday to be quoted in accusations
that the authority of the OWI had
been put behind an inaistence that
a proposed Italian-American Vie-
. tory Committee should not only
. include democrats in whom the
Italian-American population be-
lieved, but also a number of pro-|

i only from Pearl Harbor; and, least

- welcome of all, that it shouM in-
clude Communistas.

It ia against the Communist par-

ticipation that the organized Ital-

in ‘Victory Front’
}

for the infiltration of Comununists
into the Itallan-American domestic
front, where, they have heretofore
had little numerical success.

And the suspiclon entertained by
these Italian-American leaders is .
approaching a state of certainty 3
that the cornmunists will be found
responsible for the assassination of
Carlo Tresca, who had succeeded
in having them barred even from
membership in the po Maz- .
zinl Society and who waa prepar- o

Ing to have them shut out of the’ R

OWI meeting that was to launch
the Victory Committee three days
before he waa shot on Jan. 4.
Tresca had threatened to stop
the comnmunists and ex-fascists or

———— AT —
Continoed on Page Fourteen '

jan-Afmé¥rian” indignation is pre-

T ———————

i e

I - 4

of the

-

Tat

“Shis :n clipping -

i

Lrom



- —— P rn e

RIENDS-OF TRESCA

ORITICIZE THE OWI

Coatinyed From Page One

noge the manner in which the
‘tory Committee was coming
n being. The organization meet-
was postpaned by the OWI un-
three weeks after the assaasi-
lon, until Jan. 29, but the Ital.
-American leaders who ex-
‘ased themselves here yesterday
lared the Victory Committee

1l bhanm ha Paimd o havae hnaan
MIU ST W0 AWM WS AT Myl

't down with Tresca.

When echoes of this backfire
iched Washington yeslerdey, the
itral office of the OWTI denied it
\! insisted upon anything, “The

r

{an-American

“1 people in the fleld,” said an

one group, but there was no
to force the inclusion of coyugig !
nists of any other special divilent"liRed= Counvil, representing more
In New York, however, therfrysliii
flat contradiction among thel®
. leaders whoj
presped themselves. They
Les] Falk of the OWI's Fopgir
Language Division as the attang
ed organizer of the New York
tion of the Italian-Americ
tory Committee. They said h
{Tnsisted on Communist par
tion. And they said he had spp
the report that the assassin
Tresca had agreed with hi&"’ I d said he would block the } .
abandon opposition to Comm
It was the indignation of'X

Italian-American leaders at Wb
they considered an unscrupu

e e L v -

8 of Italian Dress and
i Maiters Union 80, and pres-

00,000 organized labor union-
id:
to this moment I was re- '
agt to put any statement out.
‘df the OWI came to see me )
*to build up a section in New
“sof this victory councid. I
| spoks to Tresca of it many times:
M was of my view. Tresca! l
npt onty 100 per cent agamst|
nission of Communists; he:
000 per cent against it. In.
e blocked the admission of
nists into the Mazzini So-:

organization of the Vieto

;; a shame to put in hi!
o that he was ready to ac?)

_cqpt the Communists in that body. !!e present opinior of those g |
That is a lie—from the top to the { I represent, resents the coming »
tom. of the Communists. So 7ar as \‘el

‘Carlo Tresce needs som cne to | can, we will prevent it,
square his account with the Com-{ *I believe that Cranr.on (ALt
munists. Naturally I cannot poinf| Cranston, chief of the ¢ ‘WI's b«
my finger at his assassin, but if I|elgn Language Division) and Fa;
had to choose between the Fascists | with their statements that {.e
and the Communists, I will give | Communists have to come In toe
the Communists 95 per cent that | Itallan-American Vietory Coun i
they did it, and the Fascista 5 per | have doomed it from the sta:!
cent. Because the Fnasclsts at this | is not going to get anywhere.”

time are running and it is not a

TEVENige Ofi wlia jnan.

. do lomethlnx wrong. Our opinian, | cothmunity.”

| ‘page ' of the
. ‘ W "kmgor

good time to do anything of the Maczzini Society’s Stand
kind. And I think the Conmmunists | For the Mazzinl Society, A
are in better ponition to do it in | Tarciani, generul lecretlu'y st

maararors aw bie s IFINSe hmmem emmmae B b

. TTC IIAYE W.ll.l GI‘EI’!“,’ LW l 'llﬂb
*I toid Mr, Falk that in my or- |the OWI that we don't want c:
ganization we cannot prevent the | laboration with totalitarians,
coming in of Communists camou- | munists or Faacists, and Tresce
flaged as representatives of some | was completely of the ganc .pin-
other organization—you know how | ion, I don't know why the OW1
the Communists camouflage them- | says to the contrary. I don't b .
selves, But we watch them very | lleve the council they propose il
; closely 0. not permit them to | have any good effectswersr—itwdar !

This 4s & clii:pi.ng from

[
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‘Cacchione Blasts :7,
Smear by Antonini

Councilman Peter V\
munist Jeader, charged "

cchione, Italian-American Com-
u1g1 Antomm garment union
leader, with furthering partlsan ‘quarrels in his “obscene
attempts to drag the corpse of Carlo Trescs across tha.frast
pages of our newspapers.” Cacchione’s charge was contained

in a statement issued yesterday in—

..,,4_—*51

the Coammunists and upon Itallan-
American anti-fascist unity.

tonini of white-
washing the fas-
cists by reckless
charges that
there isonly & &
per cent chence
that they mur-
dered Carlo
Tresca.,
“Slanderous ac-
M cusations”
g against the
Communists by
Antonint ‘‘are

CACCHIONE
unimportant,” Cacchione %aid, “as'
compared with his irresponsible at-
tacks on the Office of War Informa-
tion, which has been the consistent
target of the Axis abroad and pro-
Axis eiements here.” i

The Councilman’s statement fol-
lows, in full:

“Luigi Antonini's atlack on the
OWIL which was seeking to unite
Thalian-Americans of all shades of
opinion behind the victory program
of our President, can only have the
unfortunate effect of weakening the
‘yrowing anti-Axis unity ameng the
Italian-American people. Until the
cruel assassination of Carlo Tresca,
hndnuhtu!h' at the hand of fascist

was growing. Responsible
officials testified that the Nal.
-American community, hithprio

1answer t0 Antonini's attack upon|

The Councilman also accused An-|

DEFEATIST GAME

"The murder of Trescaf was
plomptly seized upon by sipister
atpeaser and defeatist forcgs to
split the unity of the Itallan-4gmer-
ican people in particular, the
American people in general. Fur-
thermore, it is being used in un-
scrupulous fashion to discredit our
great ally, the Soviet Union.

“Mr. Antonini’s statement that
there is only & 5 per ¢ent chance
‘that fascist elements murdered
!Tr; a constitutes In fact a white-
wash of fascism. It iz In direct
con adiction to the slated opipion
ot another leader of the Ttalign-
Arferican community of our ty.
Magistrate J. Roland Bals, who was
quited on Jan. 18. ns follown :ll‘-.(.i
sihge my rtpuuuon that this (he
Tresca murder) is a fescist plot.

~pMr. Antoninl's slanderous accu-
sations against the Communists are
unimportant ss compared to his
irresponaible atiacks on the Offize
of War Information, which has been
the consistent target of the Axis
abroad and pro-Axis elements here.
I‘unmturotreeordmtcm-

to individusl

munisis &< upyuwu
terror snd could not havz the faint-
est connection with the Tresca case,
Mr, Antonini's obscene attempts to
drag the corpse of Carlo Tresca

the front pages of our ngws-

s to further his partisan qjar-
rels, wil be rejected by degnt-
‘mifhded cltisens of all political ffitha
‘ racial strains, !

f Y. L PP BN

NOT FOR LABOR

‘Mr. Antonini does not spead T
1thq whole Itallan-American i Ofh-
‘migpity. He does not even spe.k—
‘as ghe presumes fo gpeak—for - the
,entire Italian-American lahor mnve-
itnent of New York, nor even fo the
|membership of his unlon,

1 “All decent citizens wiil con Inue
to press for an unflinching ipyesul-
gation of the Tresca kildng. Thir
'Inquiry will undoubtedly 1nd to the
faxcist underworld.

“Italisn-Americans of wll political
opinions, Republican Democrat, or
‘Communiat, will continue to ¢gm:-nt
their unity behind the antl-Ax{ war
polcies of President Roosevel; and
wil} thrust psjde any wougfi-be
splfter of that unity.” .

/Q”me |

This is a clipping from
page of the
hily orker for

cd-w%%éei

of: mnmnt ..
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Robert Minor, assistant general
secrelary of the Communist Party
called for all-out unity of antl-
fascists working for the defeat of

Hitlerism. His statement was made;

in connection
with the Office
of War Informa-
tion's efforts ‘to
stimulate the b
eration move- ¢
ment Lln Italy, ¥
and In connec-
tion with the
slanderous re-
marks made by
Lulg! Antonint
and others about
the role of the Communist Party
It the anti-tascist Yront.

Minor's statement follows:

“The Communist Party is inter-
ested In only one quarrel—the quar-
re' with the enemies of our coun-

- At mm B nn AR R
try and of all manknd, thsy Riller,

Mussolini and Hirohito govern-
ments. We see ho reason to quar-
rel with any of the varlous groups
that desire to aid in the war, We
work with all forces that are will-
ing to engage In the job of winning
the war, If there iz anyons who
i : believes the Communisis of the
' ' respective countries will have
nothing to do with the war of lib-
eration by which Italy and the

j ST P | s ol k31
other otcupled cOunliries wil stcurs

1 their {reedom, such a person has a
{very strange sense of reality. I
there is anyone who stlil induiges
in suggestions that the Communist
Party shows the slightest tolerance
for methods of assasgination, such
dishonesty is one of the dangerous
vices that attract small men in dls-
turbed times like the present. In
thé long run the people they mis-
lead will repudiate such slanderers.

_“The main thing is ihai the war

Rubert Miner

4 (tremely important phase. A de-
clsive turn In favor of the United

f ""'""(cmiam e c-l)

has entered into a new and ex-|

Lal

gy
. 7 f
1} ’ ~ 3“ r"
' 8 1 {-b.‘
. ’[". "t
f
‘Nations  1s unmistakably be.
54en in the events on the” Rgstov .

ald Afrlcan fronts. The necelsity!

isf all the greater for all hohest
Almericans and all anti-fascist hnd’
anti-Nazl citizens of all countries
now in this country to work to-
gether to heip our country and the
British to dellver the blow 1n,
Europe with the support of t.hel
European peaples. We are going to
work with all. If there are groups
who wish o set up other standards
than willingness to fight the Nazis

fascirts, such persons willy do,
sorje momeniary damage to the jwar'

'eﬁ but in the long run [the,

mteesor unity wiil be sec d"l
I

o ————

;7%&

This is a clipping from
page _ / of the
1eily Worker for

/=23 4/3
Cliprad at tho Seat
of QGovarument.
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RO I - S i tC-287 Me. Tollon_"'"
-~ ] HOOVER ] Mr. E. A. Tamm___

[ TOR .
. i L Mr. Ciegg

¥ederal Burean of Inuvestigatuin :';:- il"; in____
Hnited States Department of Fustice M. N’S

- Mr. R
MWashington, B. €. i 'r::::
g T smmenTan -n-v‘{-A1m s6, 1943 DONFIDENT‘AU Mr. Carson _
J__ . YNOTAC3IFLED Mr. Coffcy —_
. F . .,- |.--;ﬁp‘E SHOWN ‘ _ Mr. Hendon )
CIIITIzzZ. j/ Mr. Kramer_____

Mz. McGuire_

ORANDUM F E LT i M '
CLASS. & EXT. BW/M! ENU on Tu LI i :::.QH:;::Tnmm .

REASOH - C'“ B ) _
'3$ '57 1"10 Ty sce Tele. Room _

T - Mr. Neass

You will ree: L1 the recent wnbliaity ~fisrded L& ¢2Ge  Miss Beahm
of usrio Trese . w0 wis wuarcerco on Jonnery 11, 1943, Trescs, Miss Gandy
qn Ibe lden ve tionan, s been in tnls eccunbry vinzce Aurust, 190k,
e bes been ribiedr moti-Frgeict end anti-Somunist snd Ly vis owm
somlosion I oconsldere An ve boes: an entricht cacreaist. Trere:r for the
nest bidrty v 1 i s brer cudreely ective An L-vor over - b st v = ore
of tre retive le deve 1. tagd roco=-Yonrelrl el mee o don -, £8 cow hrve
FECYVIONSLTT Ly en .--wi_:mu,Jt-m s York Oliice in occorasrace wit ) crour reoaicet
wre inforeee cg keess 10 ciors tover AL e cise Ll Lo astane 1o o5 oomfi-
bility vor t:. investi ~ition of the mardcoe,

DATE OF Ruo.2l

On J:vnrr iy Lok, Lhe Lew York Times e corted th-t the losicl
[Uemonrstin Frderntion of ¢ ror< ity nos ifsnes ¢ Meoooma toot tre sttorney
aener Looreer e iavestl '.i'i.“‘l of tne mrraer of Tr-se:M, Wi exeoawt, vwiish
1g ot vred, recotle Lot wdlot s of e Pedercblion idols. & resulntion
ceclyrios b UL ol e o 'llf s Mhre e iiec b2 dvene ol oolitierl
=reinsinetions 3n owerleoy Phus recwvirin - the inlairve: t.m* of Fede.nl

A \ lwthoritics. In vic.o of Lhe pocsibilits thet the iz rent ey reier Uis
' L'l-‘ titer Lo Lne tnpenin, Lo o-tr scg fort m t is ovroronde- cre bygm wren -h
VT to vour rihte tion. - LA . . 5 P" - . Lo A L s
P IO i / . -,’ ” oy .—9 W’qu‘
‘. . --HT ros ' ’
LL°¢ Tne Luresrnt {10 e 11--"t, t-lr—t t "_(/?'G?:J_ cemonritice Fooerstion

bli: hes thoTn LoooforM; ot b hie Peoeretion is -nti-Coru-ist, smii-Fzscirt,
r wad Doci-iist in acturc,

Qo ds v 10, X207, 'a menorancin yoars wirected to Hhe—uec e Ly
Secord J. o inndis, l-a.'-c rior_of L‘ e hlien inems Control U: Jlu, reg uestlm' T
Inve riation to detertdne iv taeve i-as aav conncciion betveen bic buf‘_jP__‘L""
dertl and 21li-n enewmy or rubversive rrovps in tois countr,- In the mumorananm
of re i it vis wointed out to i, bniz tuat coanliance \._Lt.h hiis recmest
wonld necesrit-le toe Investi.ction of ¢ nwrder woich ic cl-rrly within the
jurisdiction of locrl low-enforcement covencics, =no b0t il vould in o1l
vrobmbility - L blirir » nrecedent for similsr setion shionle erqeu of itlds .
tast ‘i.n accoreiice -——

L ne srise in the iotores e, Sneds voe frvet: e LV et s
L4 @
- Rl =
—TT - .7 'I/
e 14
: ’CONFIDENTMT.‘ B
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' - . CONHDENTM}.
with +'e FBIVe olicy 30 volericde froe conerrndt -0 i
within 1oeil 10 —enfopeem-nt. dvris icticon, Lhe resverted investization wes ot

peine wauderts cn,

vith ceasec solclis

-~

kccently Liri A Sntonini, herd of ¢4 c}abc'l‘“ ~wepicesn Letor Lou cil,
chirred thit wuinni i te, 1m L er tusn Freeicks, ore res ousivle for Trescate
e t.. lLrve T

ciatel s t oo tter, the "waily lovier” ombiisihed @ réicics deny
=t

these charscs 1o, Lhe o0 o biee, “1lerod tho b dmbindadlte obite o L Jvould
czuse Comare Lo tae wor ciford.  dev sork OStole bow:cilaen teter ﬂ)'u‘ccnuone
1iReEvTTIse 1€ Tar 0 Lo inbonieit's chr rees, stetire teet roocict elerontr sre
resno &ible for the subicct's murser. Cocchionc's rouly was renortec in the

“aily Lorhier,

hesnectfully,

D, o Licd V,th

Attachment

&

IR CONFINENTIA
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BIDBLE-INQUIRY ASKED ' L
IN MURDER OF TRESCA| .

Social Democratic Federation

Appedls to Attorney Gene/r;ql 6’ ﬂ/)& j}Wm |

! Demand that Atlorney General),
Francis D. Biddle drder an investi- |; ) )
gation of the murder of Carlo . Co

Tresca, ltalign anti-r£3CTSt-Telder . .
and enemy of the Communiats, was
made yesterday by the natiopal .-
conference of the }Social Demo-
cratic Federation i ast Fif-

tecnth Birect. N
Delegates from many States :
adopted a resolution declaring i

that the killing of Tresca ‘“has ir

raised the issue of political assassi-

nation in America” requiring in-

| t;:rvenuon of the Federal suthori-
ties.

The resolution expressed support| I
of the poaition taken by Luigj}A0 - 1
tonini, president of the Italian-
American Labor Council, in de-
manding an investigation and in
criticizing the action of agents of
the Office of War Information in
what Mr. Antonini charged was
their support of Communist unitad
front efforta among Italian anti-
fascist elements in this country.

""We urge the Office of War In-
. formation not to permit some of
its officials to further the interests
of the Communist Party by favor-
ing inciusion of Communists in the
so-called Victory Councils formed -
among foreign language groups,”
the resolution declared. *“We stand
with the democratic anti-fascist
and anti-Nazi groups In their op- .
bosition to the Communist-inapirad ¢
attempts to take contro! of anti- ' )
fascat and ant)-Nazi move.me.nt.l‘
both herc and in Europe.” H

Tho conference, after adopting |
resolutions dealing with labor
problems, social security and issues
beating iipon ithe war and fuiurs:
* peace, ended last nigpt with a din-
ner at the Hotel Fommodore in

honor of Algernon’ Lee, president
of the Ran& Hchoal. of Rocial

Bcience and veteran leader of the This is a clipping from
.American Socialist movement. The na=a 7 Al tha -
Ny F . .-dinner marked Mr. ILge's JOth Lt
A : birthday. ¢ s
SR ' —
| L1-1335-25¢
4 ENCLOSURE
— - - ———me




T - ’ T T ) CC-287  Mr. Talson____
DIRECTO.¢ i . E.A, Tamp

Mr
{ " Pr. Clegg_

#ederal Burcan of Investioatuan - Glavin__ __~_

Mr
) My, Ladd___ V"
uited States Departinent of Justice /iné Nichols__
Mr

. Rosen

Mashington, 2. €. "
r. Tracy _
February 15, 1943 Mr. Carson
Mr. Cotfey
CET:FWi T
. Mr. Hend
#61-1335~247 Mr. Kramor
MEMORANDUM FO Mr. McGuire_
LR, COFFEY Mr. Harbo
, Mr. Quian Tamm__
Re: Carlo Tresca Tele. Room ___
Mr. Nease —
Reference is made to the evidencs listed below which was Miss Beahm
submitted to the Lavoratory for examination by D. M. Ladd under Miss Gandy
date of January 26, 1943. This memorandum is for the special Uk {
attention of Supervisor J. P. Coyne of Division Five. [J‘/' S
Iy} ,').\;‘.,;;1- L

#61-1335-247 Q1 C(ne sheet of paper containing headlines from New = Y

York Journal American newspaper, Janu-ry 14, 1943
and beginning, "Tresca Murderer Linked",

32 Second sheet of paper from same Source resding,
"Po QCPU Agenth.

Q3 Thrid sheet of paper from same source containing
newspaper clipping beginmning, "Arrest Near of 2nd
Man..eos.™

¥ Fourth sheet of paper from same source containing news--
paper clipping of Q3 continued beginning, "business address..
..." and contiining *alse address and signature of "Chirles

Pappas.™

Pursuant to your request a search was made in the ilphabetical Nama
File of the Burcau on the basis of the nzmes "Carmine Galente", "Bruno luss:",
nCharles Russo" and "Carwine Zalente", but a comparison of the handwriting
appearing on specimen Q4 with the signatures ajpeuring on the finpsrcrint
cards located disclosed no significant similarities,

(’ The submitted evidence is being retained in the Lahoruztory.

Respectfully,
L3

C. A. Appel

43 LY AR LA

2
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&
S
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JOrN EDGAR HOOVER N

oo IR LN CoMr Tatawer
Mr. E.A. Tamm __
GIRECTOR { : Me. Clermo

N Mr. Glavin __
Federal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Ladd ____

Mr. Nichols
1nited States Departient of ustice Mr. Docen

manhingtnn, . a. Mr. Tracy __ -~

Mr. Cnrson'_" .

f -
sy 1, 190 e

Ccall: 8:40 PM
Transeribed: 10:00 PM

(; / Mr. Kramer ___
MEMORANDUM FOR WE. Lﬁ Mr. MceGuire ____
T ' ﬁf’r Mr. Ha bo
Mr. Quinn Tamm _
KE:  CARLO TRESCA Tele. Room____  __
Mr. Nease_ _
Miss Beahm______

' ‘ . h’lfls Gandy_
ASAC Doncgen of the New York Field Office called atdift {f gor -

this time and informed that District Attorney Hogan seems to be o
very mucn interested in en individual by the name of *los Contrera -
who is reported to be in Mexico City at the preseut time. He stated

thit he thought that the Bureau might like to make some disereet in-

quiries to see if this individuai is in Mexico City.

’
i

He further informed that Bureau letter dated Harch 28,
1942, makes mention of Contreras. The title of the letter is Santiago

—~Tarciz Ricardo-Dotres; Espionege — S, that the letter refers to Con-

trergs being in Mexico. He stated that it might be interesting to
determine the connection with the present case.

Mr. Doncgsn stated that an Italian hnd been picked up
for the murder of Tresca on the basis that two parole officers saw
him in the car shortly before the time of the murder. His nure is
CarminesGalante. He informed thut he thought they had a ndud" in
this connection, thut they have not been able to get hir to talk.

Respectfully,
. -' N .
. :"/" ’ .
S e, G
A. Ko Mumford™ ¢
/
RECORMRD ENGLOSU g

e G A 13 1;:25?

IS FEB 1 a3




et e mme . ot - CTTTTT o CC-287 Mr. Tolaon

o ) Mr.E. A. Tamm _ _

t ‘ b Mr. Clege ______
. - Mr. Glavio___
Federal Burean of Inuestipation Mr. Ladd

Mnited States Department of Justice Mr. Nichols___
Mr. Rozen

ﬁaxlpingtnn, . C. Mr. Treey

Januery 10, 1943 Mr. Carso _—
Mr. Cofley -
JPC:ch Mr. Hendon
£1-1335 : ) Mr. Kramer
. ’ Mr. McGuire, .
MEMORANDUM FOR ... L vy "f Mr. Harbo_____
o /k/‘:[’ Mr. Quing Tamm____
ned  Larla”iresce Tele. Room _
Mr, Nease_____ . ___
Misas Beahm
veference is m-ce to the attacaerd memorandu: from M-, Mizs Gandy -

“Yunford to Y. Ledd doted Jdanusry 15, 1,20 It will be noted thcrein o

th=t ir. endesvorins to cetoimine the murderer oi resce, iristrict Attorney

Horen has exvrecsed & licen interwot in an Indivicerl by the nawe of Corleos
XCOEE;'W-: £, wio iz recorted to bLe in iexico City =t Lhe presert time, 7

/

# review of the turesu files rellects Livt the triue nome of Lontrer:s -
is Jesus Lorrneate (\IltmL; tirt he is Itelien; tivt Lie socnt ieeny yeirs in
hussia; ana tivt e vre Co'r"uus r of the Cormuni:t Lirster irigace in Spain
gurity: the Upanish Wivll tor. b 1§ cone iusred Ly inforrents to be a nost »

d=nrerous chirocter, Vid;.l, clice Contrurr &, noses as ¢ Lprnisn refuvee
in ;itxix,o. e Yas ¢ leraine Iiwre in Lrineine rvout the M"purme of-fhPorce
=n¢ Cerva Ires the Conuniot TForty in kexdico. ik is clorei; connect:w with
VincenteLorb-rderToleinno. He was orrested by the J.evdienr ity nolice in

Voreh, 1741 ene o vies roleosed 2 oshort Lime thevesTter. The sensen for Lue
i Yoo °+ ‘: (=4 ‘\l‘.. TANLEY
CILJCNU P N Al Pl TEV 7éll e

The files foitiv - roilect th-t he is referier to sm 2 Com™ntrrn
Functioncry :nd one of the orincipsl influcntisl cont:ct nen betieen Yiree -
Grrmeny? ond the Lexiern (omswiist ~ovement.,

Llthonen tne Luresu is not investisrtine the certh of Tresca, it

is defiritel. interectec in any iuformrtion pertineqrt to the Treseca crce.

Accordinely, it is surcected thal this memorendum be brousit to th- attention

of the SIS Section in order thet an imrecl te check may be mede on the activi-

ties of Vidsl, clico Ceortreris, for the purpose ol determining his viiereabouts
2 et the time of tie rrrcer and, likewlise, in orcer th-t vo-to-izte irviowmi tion
= mBy be s:cured relrtive to bis present nctivitics., It is furtir sw-sestec
T ket this mititer be offorded exoncdilious nitention., o

RECORIH

Liespecttfully, IND‘I" i é/"f-/sags-ag

J.{H—_—, f. : "} XJJ’-LL’IJ "
(AN A B . - F. L. nelch :
* A e FATE N N FOEL S R
ﬂ Attaclment Y — ;
;""- L
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Memo for ¥Mr. ladd 1.18-43

-\'/mcm'!.,é/- /33> "257.5.@1;;;3 26, 1543

PERRONAL AFD CONMITDINTIAL
A VIA DIMAOUATIC AIY TOUCH

‘ GBI
> S A t/-/

i The Amorican Enbassy

! . mm’ po FI \\
_ Y Rei Carlo Tresoa - o

el

-

DaZT"

0 the ni ht of Jamuary 11, 1943, Carlo Trosca was shot and
llod on Fifth avonuo, New York City as he was leaving his officc. The
asgassin las beon neither fdentified nor aprrochended althouch the New York
City Poliocc Dopartment is presently conducting an intensive aun bunt to
achievo thess purposes,

Treacs i3 described as an anarchist vho received considarabls . .
! pulliclty srior to lis death. It ia known that he wuz Intensely dialiked
ty toth -ascisis and Cormnists and sources of informution have indicitod
that clther of these Lwz sroups may have beon rosponsible for his death,

o . - Althou~h the E.reau is not investi-atinz tho death of Tresca, it

! : 1s definitoly interested in any information pertinent t¢ the case. Thore is

' o & pogsibility that an individual by the nawme of larlos Coutrerus, alias J.eus
Sorrnente Vidal, who s reported to be in lexico Clty at the present tim,

S =ay have bteen Invslved in the assassination of Tresca or may have informatlon

}‘ . which mizy locud to tho 4;prehension of the guilty partles,

e, Toi ‘ ‘A reviow of the Lurcau files roflects that the true aane of

- E ':"’ TSontrerus g Jesus Sormeuto Vidal; that he is Itolian; that ho gpent =many’
r. B A. Temflrs in Rusala; und that ho was Commissar of tho Commnist~Listor Eigade

Mr. Clesk __3nm 853in durin: the Spanish Clvil War. le 1s considored by Lafq to .-

Mr. Coffey __ aost dinpercus churactors Vidal, gliss C-ntreras, poses 3s a 3 |

7. Glavis __gpofupoe in Vexico. Fo wea a leading fisure in bringing aboht WP “purce"

At Ladd ___of labords and Cazpa from the Comsunist rari; in Yexico. Re Tslsledely

"M}, Nichols copnected with Vinecnte Lowbardo Toledans. ilo was arrosted by fho@uxice

'z.j‘l‘oun Lity Pollcc 1n UYarch, -35% and mas roleascd a short tine $her-sftep. Thu

M. Traey : " Qiaﬂd&ﬂf’ﬂg' S § =

""H'f“.“iclrnn o - : ¥ «h'
.Mr. Hendon reflect that s¢ 1a referred to as a Comintarn
he principal influcnilal coatast men betwecn

Mr. MeGuire tW-
e fumiord | P § ”
. .‘ ‘ " ' m - .
r. Nease ______'Z/I; g"' : e

iep Gandy

* m
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Ur. Zlaronce . lloore Pa v 2

. ONE

e

A Jou 4re diructud to famodiatoly conduct ait Investicution of
Controras to detormnino his whereatouts at the time of the surder and to

pecure curront informition concerning his present activitios and contacts.
You are instructed to afford this mattor oxpeditious, continuous, and

4" w-roghorough investigative attention, aad 19 imcediately inform the Duroau

ol any pertinent developaoants.
Very truly yours,

‘{27-

John Edcar Hoover
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e : T CC-287 Mr. Touls

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER Mr. E.A. Tan
DIRECTOR o !
Mr. Clege__
Federal Burcan of ]}nurstigattmt\ Mr. Glnvio_
. Mr. Ladd____
Auvited Bfates Department of Justice Mr. Nichols _
e des o Mr. Rosen
fashiugton, 21, €. Mr. 5'ra _
Mr. Cnrm
January 23, 1943 Mr. Cofley S '
' Mr. Hendoa__
: ‘ - Mr, Kramer
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. u‘nnj’ Mr. McGuire___
. . _ ~
. ) ; Mr. Harbo
C /I’ o RE‘ VITTORIO {VIDALI, alia' Mr. Quinn Tamn
R o Commander Carlog’Contreras Tele. Room___

Mr. Nease
/g;éonsorship hes recently advised that the above-named ’“bJ°°tM;..Be.hm

is now in Mexicoe. British Censorship advised American Censorship that Gandy
s letter was recently intercepted to Stato Operario, P. Q. Box 166. iESh? -
Station D, New York City, from S, Velegz, Abraham Gonzalez 20, Hexic
D. F., and that this letter was in the known handwriting of Commnnder Contrerer,
The British stated that he is an Italian Communist who is largely responsible ¥
for the founding of the Garibaldi Alliance in Mexico,

®

American Censorship recently intercepted a letter addressed to Corlce
Contreras, Architeot, Edificio "La Nacional”, Avenida Juarez #4, Mexico, D, e,
from Tialter H., Blucher, EFxecutive Director, American Society of Planning Officials,
1313 East 69th Street, Chicago, Illinois, This letter enclosed olippings fron —
the Hew York Times which stated that the New York Police were anxiocus to inter=-
view Carlos Contreras regarding the recent murder of Tresca, Italian political

leader in New York., .-
—~

-

RECOMMENDATION £

>

It is recomended that this information be furnished to Mr, Carson
nnd that he consider the advisability of notifying the New York Police Depart.

mont as to the present whereabouts of Contreras. T
Respectfully,
R. D, Douglaa
- @& -
' J 4- B ’ é.(. '
- -Fz A N Y
;/v
c)\ l o




B TIPS

. Telson

MB:th | .
Nemo ror ¥r, Ladd 1/25/43
L] ; ,{

éf J#ﬁt“l’éﬂ :

, bruary 3
“w?}lf Ty F‘_ o » 1
EE SO A ‘

-

S W“’/ )
T smpn A el s A ikt W
: 17 M \Mﬂ_.j.-ﬁu

Refer to Bureau letter of Jaauary,3f, . 19634 oaptionod as
above. B A
1A BV
As of possiblo assistazoce in ooqﬂ&‘b‘ﬁ‘zzigu {nvegtigation
requested in the referenced letter thore rolhml d’omaum
indicating the subject to be in Wexico, EBIY O

-
"o

4s now in Mexico. Pritish (','ensorahl-_)_ ndvin_cngwme’

8 lettor '"“ Toégny “" :-.‘-1‘-';--" “rles, Abrakes Mongalos 20, Wexloo, .

REXE 38y AUV

Fe ey m* fht t*u leticr mas in the knomn handwriting of Cozmander
“rcatrerac. The Britlch utntcd that he {5 an Italian Comunist <ho is
largely rocponsible for the founding of the Garibaldi Alllance in

Nexioco.

Amorican Consorship recently lntérooi:tod a letter sddressed

to "rrlos Tontreras, -.rchitoot, Edificlo "La Nacional"”, Avenida Juurs:
r4, I'exlco, Te Ve, from "altor W. Bluchor, "xecutive Cirector, American
——agciety of Ulanning Oificisls, 1313 East 63th Stroet, :hicggo. I1linols.
. B. A, Tamyqe yYottar caclosed cliprings froa the "Now York Timea” which atated
"r. Clegg ——4hat the liew York :olico weore anxious to interview Carlos Contreras
- Colfey ——sucerding the recent murder of Tresca, Italian political leader in

'txl-.'(:lunn E" Yorke.
‘r. Ladd .
‘e, NlehoM Very truly yours,
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