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ba
Report of: SA b7C Office: JACKSON
Date: February 9, 2006
Case ID#: 44A-IN-30112
62D-IN-30045
NARRATIVE OF THE OFFENSE
1. SYNOPSIS:

On August 24, 1955, Emmett Louis Till, a fourteen-year-old black male from Chicago,
Illinois, visiting relatives in Lefiore County, Mississippi, entered the Bryant Grocery & Meat Market
in the town of Money, Mississippi. Till exited the store and shortly thereafier Carolyn Bryant, tﬁe
store owner's wife, exited as well. Upon Carolyn Bryant's exit, Till whistled. The relatives
accompanying him knew his whistle would cause trouble and they left in haste, taking Till with them.

On August 28, 1953, at approximately 2:30 a.m., Roy Bryant (Carolyn Bryant’s husband),
J.W. Milam and at least one other person appeared at the home of Mose Wﬁght, Till's great uncle,
looking for the boy who had "done the talking” in Money and abducted Till from the home.
Following Till’s abduction, Roy Bryant and J.W. Milm were arrested by the Leflore County
Sheriff’é. Department and charged with kidnaping,

On August 31, 1955, a naked body presnmed to be Till's was found floating in a section of
the Tallahatchie River running along the border between Tallahatchie and Leflore Counties. A
seventy-five pound cotton gin faﬂ was tied with barbed wire to the neck of the floating body and
there was extensive trauma to the head. Upon discovery of the body and its subsequent
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identification as Emmett Till, Roy Bryant and J. W. Milam wére indicted on charges of murder in
Tallahatchie County.

From September 19, 1955 through September 23, 1955, Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam were
tried for Till’s murder in the Circuit Court, Second J udiciql District of Tallahatchie County,
Seventeenth Judicial District of Mississippi, and acquitted.

On November 8, 1955, a Grand Jury in Leflore County met to consider kidnaping charges
against Milam and Bryant. The Grand Jury returned a No Bill and no other charges, to date, have
been filed on Milam, Bryant, or any other person in connection with Till’s kidnaping and murder.

Milam and Bryant later confessed to kidnaping and murdering Till to William Bradford Huie,
a reporter, and the account was published in Look magazine on January 24, 1956.

J.W. Milam died in 1981 and Roy Bryant died in 1994. The judge at trial, Curtis M. Swango,
Jr.; the Court Reporter, James T. O’Day; prosecuting attorneys, Gerald Chatam, Robert B. Smith, III

and Hamilton Caldwell; and defense attorneys J. J. Breland, C. Sidney Carlton, J.W. Kelium and

John W. Whitten are deceased. Defense attorney is the sole surviving court »e
b7C

officer who participated in the trial. Additionally, the original coﬁrt, District Attorney, and
investigative records related to the 1955 investigation have appafently been lost.

To date, no investigation into this matter, with the exception of the original 1955
investigation, has been conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Mississippi Bureau of
Investigation, or any other law enforcement agency.

The instant investigation was opened on May 7, 2004, at the request of the District Attorney,
4" Judicial District, Greenwood, Mississippi, in an effort to determine if other individuals were
involved in these crimes and to bring forth state indictments against these individuals if it is deemed
appropriate.
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1I. BACKGROUND:

Fifty years have passed since the events under investigation'here. The persons alleged to
have been involved in the kidnaping and murder of Emmett Louis Till were born, raised, lived and
worked in the Mississippi Delta. At the time of these events in 1955, the Mississippi Delta was a
place where racial attitudes now considered abhorrent were the norm for a significant segment of

society. “Jim Crow” laws were a framework through which the races interacted; and “Negro

Justice”, an unwritten, de facto, separate legal system, served as the foundation for jurisprudence

between blacks and whites. The sweeping reforms of the civil rights movement which occurred in

the decades following these events caused vast changes which led to the integration of the black

commurnty into main stream society.

This background contains geographic and population data concerning the counties in which

the crimes took place; Mississippi Delta socioeconomic information; information regarding

segregation, education and other social issues; and a summary of precipitating events leading up to

August 1955,

8
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MAP 1 - TALLAHATCHIE, LEFLORE and SUNFLOWER COUNTIES
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A. Geographic/Societal Points of Interest: The geographic areas of importance in this

investigation center on the Mississippi counties of Leflore, Sunflower, and Tallahatchie. Till was
kidnaped in Leflore County, taken by force to Sunflower County, his body was discovered on the
border of Tallahatchie and Leflore Counties, and the trial of Milam and Bryant occurred in

Tallahatchie County.

These three counties are all situated, in whdle or in part, within the Mississippi Delta area. In
1955 these couﬁties were populated by a majority of black citizens and were mainly comprised of
vast plantations which were sharecropped by black tenant farmers. The exception was thé "Hill"
area of Tallahatchie County, the easternmost portion of the county, which was comprised of much
smaller farms apd where sharecropping was rare. 1.2

1. Leflore County: Leflore County, like neighboring Tallahatchie and Sunflower

Counties, is now, and was in 1955, a primarily agrarian county. It is comprised of 606 square miles,
the majority of which are farmed. Greenwood is the county seat and the municipality of the greatest
population. In 1950 Greenwood had a total population of 18,061 persons, with approximately 'ﬁﬁy
percent of the population being black. The median per capita income was $1,891. In 1950 Leflore
County had a population of 51,813, with sixty-eight percent of the population being non-white, of
which 17,893 were of voting age and 297 were registered to vote. Forty-three percent of the
working population was engaged in agricultural work and 4.7 percent of the working population was

employed in manufacturing jobs. The median annual per capita income was $918, with the average

! Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, Florida State
Umversnty, 1963), 17t0 18
? United States Commission on Civil Rights, Report of the United States Commission on Civil Rights 195 9 59
10
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annual income of black families being $595. The average adult had completed 6.4 years of school

with black adults averaging 4.3 three years of education. **

2. Sunflower County: Sunflower County is comprised of 693 square miles, all in
the fertile Mississippi Delta area. It is approximately fifty miles long, running north and sﬁﬁth,
eighteen miles wide for one-half iis length and fifteen miles wide for the other half. In 1950

Sunflower County had a population of 56,031, with sixty-eight percent of the population being non-

white, of which 8,949 were of voting age and 114 were registered to vote. Indianola, the county seat,

had a population of 4,369 in 1955. The town of Drew is located approximately thirty rnilles north of
Indianola and, in 195 0, had a population of 1,681 persons. The majority of the working population,
sixty-seven percent, was employed in the agricultural sector, and one percent of the working
population was employed in manufacturing jobs. The median annual per capita individual income
at the time was $744, with the average annual income of black families being $544. The average
adult had completed S.I‘! years of school, with black adults averaging 4.1 years of edqcation. In the
eight years following the Brown v. The Board of Education decision in 1954, only four Sunflower

County black citizens were registered to vote.> %’
Sunflower County was the home of United States Senator James O. Eastland, a staumch

segregationist who was in office during 1955, and who owned a plantation near the town of

Doddsville, eleven miles south of Drew. Additionally, the first Citizens” Council, a segregationist

* United States Bureau of Census, /930 Census of the Population, Volume {1, Characteristics of the Population, Part 24,

Mississippi.
? United States Commission on Civil R.ights, Report of the United States Commission on Civil Rights 1959, 60

3 United States Bureau of Census, 1950 Census of the Population, Volume II, Characteristics of the Population, Part 24,

Mississippi
© Let the People Decide, Black Freedom and White Resistance Movemenis in Sunflower County, Mississippi, 1945 =
7986, ). Todd Moye, 2004, 226
7 United States Commission on Civil Rights, Report of the Unitéd States Commission on Civil Rights | 959 60
i1 }
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organization and the model for other segregationist organizations, was formed in Indianoia,
Mississippi.

3. Tallahatchie County: Nicknamed the "Free State of Tallahatchie”, Tallahatchie
County is comprised of 644 square miles, divided geographically, politically and socially intd two
distinct sections: the Delta, to the west; and the Hills, to the east . The county is bisected by the
Tallahatchie Ri\;er and has two county seats, located in the towns of Charleston and Suﬁﬁer.
Glendora, where J.W. Milam lived and operated a store, is located on the west side of the county, in
the Delta area. Glendora had a population of 178 persons tn 1950. 59

In 1950 the county had a population of 30,486, with 19,408 persons (sixty-three percent of

the population) being non-white, of which 9,235 blacks were of voting age and none were registered
to vote. In 1950 the county’s total labor force consisted of 9,476 persons, of which 6,541 were
engaged in agricultural jobs. The median annual‘per -capita individual income was $607, with the
average annual income of black families in the county being $462. The average adult had completed
5.7 years of school with black adults a\}eraging 3.9 years of school attendance. In 1950 1,262 homes
had flush toilets with 173 of these homes being occupied by blacks. % !

4. Delta Socioeconomics: In 1955 there were definitive socioeconomic strata within
Mississippi Delia society. Black persons were considered to be at the bottgm of the socioeconomic
scale. The next level above blacks was the white sharecropper, followed by the white bﬁsiness
person who catered to the black community. The white subjects in this investigation fall into the

latter category. All other segments of white society, farmers, store owners who catered to the white

* Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master's Thesis, Florida State
Umversny, 1963), 20

® United States Bureau of Census, /950 Census of the Population, Volume 11, Characteristics of the Population, Pan 24,
Mississippi
" United States Bureau of Census, 1950 Census of the Population, Volume II, Characteristics of the Population, Part 24,
Mississippi
" United States Commission on Civil Rights, Report of the United Stares Commission on Civil Rights 1959 60
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community, business leaders etc., were perceived to be socioeconomically superior to these two
segments of the white community.'? The Milam and Bryant families operated a number qf small
country stores throughout the counties of interest. Each of these stores catered to the _l:_olack
community.

Few opportunities for employment outside of the agricultural sector were available for blacks

in the Delta. For those blacks who were able to attend more than a few years of school, career

prospects were few.

J. W. Milam operated an agriculture service business in addition to a store in Glendora,
Mississippi, and had interest in at least two other stores, one owned by his half-brother Roy Bryant
and the other by his brother Thomas Lamar “Bud” Milam. At least one other brother, Leslie Milam,
managed a farm. Other brothers and sisters, including Louise Campbell and her husband Melvin
Campbell and mother, Eulah Bryant, operated stores which primarily catered to the black.
community.

B. Segregation and Precipitating Events:

1. Segregation and the Mississippi Deita: In 1955 the state of Mississippi was a
segregated society, as was most of the South. After the Civil War many states had enacted laws,
termed “Jim Crow” or “Black Code”, to maintain a separation of blacks and whites in the use of
certain public facilities. By 1907 the list of public places where segregation was mahdatory included

theaters, water fountains, street cars, boarding houses and other public institutions. '*'* By 1955

" pPersonal experiences of members of the investigation team and anecdotal evidence related to mvestlgators by persons
interviewed and/or interacted with during the investigation

Y Let the People Decide, Black Freedom and White Resistance Movements in Sunflower County, Mississippi, 1945 -
1986, }. Todd Moye, 2004, 24

" Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmert Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, F!onda State
University, 1963), 29 to 30

* United States Commission on Civil Rights, Freedom to Free, Century of Emancipation 1863-1963, A Report of the
United States Commission on Civil Right, 1963, 60
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segregation of the races was a core concept that permeated almost every aspect of M;ssissippi Delta
society.

In the Mississippi Delia, separate black and white public bathroom facilities, drinking
fountains, restaurants and other means of keeping the races apart were the norm. It was common for
black persons to refer to white persons as "Mr.,” "Mrs.,” "Miss,” "Sir,” or "Ma'am;" however, it was
out of the norm for a white person to refer to a biack person in kind. Blacks avoided contradicting
whites, did not offer to shake the hand of a white person ﬁrst, commonly talked with their eyes
turned down to the ground when speaking to whites, did not speak unless spoken to ﬁmt by whites,
and commonty used the back door when entering white homes. When purchasing itex;as froma
white store owner, blacks did not normally place the money direc-:tly into the white person’s hand;
instead, they would place the money on the counter. This exchange avoided skin contact between

blacks and whites. Change would be returned to blacks without making skin contact as well, '&17 18

19

who was interviewed during the course of this investigation, recalled dealing with

at her store in Money, Mississippi, “...when you’d buy somethin’, you

know, she’d drop the money in your.hand and she never would touch your hand or nothin’, you
know...” ”...She never would allow you to touch her hand.”?®

2. Negro Law: In the Mississippi belta, a de facto institution of separate justice was
n place for whites and blacks. The white population could rely on the normal vestments of i
government and call on the local sheriff's department for assistance in criminat matters. This was

not the case for blacks. The black population was dealt with in a manner which some historians

.

""Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, Florida State
University, 1963), 2 to 13 .

** Personal experiences of members of the investigation team and anecdotal evidence related to investigators by persons
igterviewed and/or interacted with during the investigation
1

rvieed sl ineracied with durin e nvesigaion
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have called “Negro Law,” a system where the gravity of the crime was determined m large part by
1ts impact on whites. o
Many of the older white and black persons interviewed and/or interacted v_vith‘ during this

investigation related the manner in which whites were to interact with blacks when problems arose.
| If a white person had a problem with a black person, the issue would be taken up with the black
person's "land owner", the person who owned the fann where the black person, or tha:t person’s
= family, sharecropped. The "land owner" would then take care of the problem by a nL'llmber of means.
‘_ These means included the pz;ying off of debts and other non-violent solutions, but alsé inciuded
beatings, whippings and other uses of force. Much the same was done in the case of black on black
érime!problems. The victim's "land owner” would take up the issue with the subject's "land owner"
t and the issue would be resolved. The biack community had almost no recourse when dealing in
problems with whites, especially crimes committed against blacks by whites. Only in the most
extreme circumstances did law enforcement become involved. |

In addition to separating the races in public, Jim Crow laws were in place to enforce many
other forms of segregation,' including laws forbidding interma;riage of the races, cohabi_tation of the
races, sexual conduct between persons of different races, and a system of separate schools for black
and white children. The black school system and the white schdol systemn were drasticl:ally different.
Funding and facilities were drastically disproportionate, with the black schools receiving far less
than white schools and the black schools operating in substandard facilities. %
Not all events and/or practices were segregéted. White and black children played together

while white and black adults hunted, fished and attended sporting events together. Movie theaters

# Let the People Decide, Black Freedom and White Resistance Movements in Sunflower County, Mississippi, 1945 —
1986, 1. Todd Moye, 2004, 5t0 7
2 Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, Flonda State
University, 1963), 2to 15
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were segregated, with sections for both races, In Tallahatchie County during the early 1950s, the
local black high school played its “big football game of the year” at the white high sc:hool because
the seating and lighting were better. % !
3. Brown v. The Board of Education: Qn May 17, 1954, the United _IStates Supreme

Court, in its decision on Brown v. The Board of Edu.;:an'on, decreed schools be desegl_:'egated, that
“separate but equal” education was unlawful. In Mississippi there was a str-ong reaction to the ruling,
The editor of the Jackson Daily News, Frederick Sullens, wrote: o

"Human blood may stain southern soil in many places because of‘this decisioh, but the dark

red stains of that blood will be on the marble steps of the United States Supreme Court

building. White and Negro children in the same schools will lead to miscegenation. It means

racial strife of the bitterest sort. - Mississippi cannot and will not try to abide by the

decision.” *

Citizens, lawmakers and community leaders also reacted to the ruling. Mississippi Senator
James O. Eastland, Governor Hugh L. White, judges and many other officials spoke t;ut'publicly,
voicing their opposition to the Court’s ruling. Previouély, private organizations had Been- formed in
seventeen Mississippi counties to promote segregation. Following the ruling the movement to
organize these groups gained speed. »° :

4. The Citizens’ Councils: On July 11, 1954, the Indianola Citizens” Council was

formed to promoté segregation. The Indianola Citizens’ Council's plan for organization served as a
model and soon other similar segregationist groups were formed throughout Mississi}-apil. 2%

On October 12, 1954, the Association of Citizens’” Councils of Mississippi (ACCM) was

formed. ACCM headquarters were initially located in Winona, Mississippi, then in 1955 moved to

Greenwood, Mississippi. The ACCM Annual Report: Augusi 1935 states the organization had

= bid , 42
** Ibid., 64 10 65

:: The Citizens® Council, Organized Resistance fo the Second Reconstruction, 1954-64, Neil R. McMillen, 1994, 15 to I8
Ibid,, 1610 20
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60,000 members in 253 Councils throughout Mississippi.?’ The Councils openly pfomoted the
cause of segregation through legal means and did not officially advocate violence. Zsf Howeifer, at
least one Council flyer of the time reflects the organization’s use of intimidation and the fact the
threat of violence was sanctione.cl. # -

The Councils attempted to have an effect on the Till matter. During Hugh Steven Whitaker’s
research in 1963, he interviewed the jurors who rendered the acquittal of Bryant and Mllam in Till’s
death and leamed that every juror had been visited by members of the Council to rlnallce sure they tthe
jurors) voted “the right way”. 30

5. Other Significant Events in 1955: On May 7, 1955, Willie George Washington
Lee, a black minister in the town of Belzoni, Mississippi (located approximately twen%y«tluee miles
south of Indianola, Sunflower County, in neighboring Humphreys County), and the first black
pérson to register to vote in the Humphreys County, was murdered. Lee had been killed with a
shotgun. No one was arrested or charged for the crime. Humphreys County Sheriff I.;J . Shelton
made public statements that the metal fragments in Lee's jaw were probably fillings frbm his teeth.
A coroner's jury ruled that Lee had died of bleeding from a wound caused by No. 3 buckshot, 3" 32

On.May 31, 1955, the United States Supreme Court issued an implementation decree calling
on the states to desegregate the schools with "all deliberate speed”. Within sixty days black parents

had petitioned school boards in Clarksdale, Jackson, Natchez, Vicksburg and Yazoo City to gain

* fbid, 251026 .

2 Ibid , 360

2 Ibid., 191

* Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesm, Florida State
University, 1963), 154

¥ Let the People Decide, Black Freedom and White Resistance Movements in Sunflower County, M:ssm:pps, 1945~
1986, J. Todd Moye, 2004, 80

2 Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emment Till Case”, (Master's Thesxs, Florida State
University, 1963), 82 to 84
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entry to the all white schools for their children. Senator Eastland responded to the ruling, stating the

decree:

"...calls for an immediate start for the mixing of the races in the schools...To resist is _
the only answer. We must resist them in the courts, in our legislative halls, and by the
ballots of our people. 1 know Southern people wiil not surrender their dual school

system and the1r racial heritage at the command of this crowd of ramal politicians in
Jjudicial robes.”

On August 13, 1955, Lamar Smith, a sixty-thfee year old farmer, World War 1I veteran, and
black voting advocate, was murdered in Brookhaven, Mississippi, on the courthouse lawn, in front of
the sheriff. Three white men were arresfed for the murder however; a grand jury did not return any
34,33

indictments in the case.

6. The Scene of Events: The societal issues and realities noted above set the stage

_ for the kidnaping of Till which occurred on August 28, 1955. The white citizens of Mississippi were

bombarded daily with news surrounding the end of segregated schools, efforts by blacks to register
to vote and the heated calls for the defense of their segregated way Iof life. Senators, _Colngressn';en,
the State Assembly, the Governor and most public officials were calling on the popul':ati:cm to defend
the status quo, to defy the Supreme Court impllemen'tation ruling, oppose federal effo&s to enforce
segregated schools and to continue poll practices which disenfranchised blacks. The ;c‘ear that they
would lose control of their way of life permeated the lower socioeconomic segments of the white
community. This segment of the community, in particular, believed they had the mo#t “to lose if the

black community truly became equal. 36

* [bid., 86 to 87
* Ibid, 96 t0 97
3 The Citizens' Council, Organized Resistance to the Second Recom:mcnon 19354-64, Neil R. McMillen, 1994, 217
3 Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case™, (MMaster’s Thesis, Florida State
University, 1963), §2 to 100 g
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IIl. DETAILS:

A, Persons Involved:

1. Emmett Louis Till, also known as Bobo and Bo:

Date of Birth: July 25, 1941

Place of Birth: - Chicago, lllinois

Date of Death: August 28, 1955

Burial Location: Burr Oak Cemetery, Chicago, IHinois

Till, who was fourteen years old at the time of his death, was born and raised ig Chicago,

| LI

Illinois. His mother, Mamie Bradley, later Mamie Till-Mobley, was born in the town of Webb,

Tallahatchie County, Mississippi. Till had visited Mississippi on thfec other occasions prior to

August 1955; as an infan; as a toddler; and again when he was nine years oid. Till had a speech

 impediment due to a childhood illness, but was understandable when he'spoke. Till was large for his
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-

age, weighing about 150 pounds. Family accounts relate that Emmett Till was a fun loving, gentle

person who loved practical jokes and making other people laugh. 7%

Till's father, Louis Till, died in Europe during 1945. Records released to the press in October

1935 indicate that Louis Till, a Private in the U.S. Army assigned to the 177th Port Company, 397th

Port Battalion, was executed on July 2, 1945 by the U.S. Army for the rape of two women and the

murder of another in Italy. *® The American Batile Monuments Commission verified Louis Till was

executed and is currently interred at the Oisne-Aisne Cemetery, Fere-en-Tardenois, France > 4!

Ry

L

| wright Home - Circa 1955

2. The Wright Family: The Wright family, headed by Mose Wright (deceased),
was the family with whom Till was visiting when he was abducted. Mose Wright was born in

Lexington, Mississippi, and was sixty-four years old in 1955, Mose Wright was commonly referred

*" Death of Innocence, The Story of The Hate Crime That Changed America, Maime Till-Mobley and Christopher

2603 ]1 o 82 ‘
I Misc ofs

Lu Wiltiam Bradford Huie “Why the Army Hanged Emmett Till’s Father.” Confidential, May 1956
Misc ofs 1
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