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+d THE BEDFORD N .
118 East LOth Street
New York

o i e "c_Alod;;_ni . 5_1“”“ . _

Dear Mr, Biddles

I'n very sorry I haven'tbeenable toceom.
Do you suppose you eould ask__Edgfu-'l boys to stop 'ste‘p.pin'g‘on'
my heels? They think I'm an én_u;’ alien. It's geii:.;ng tire

i 5 L] L s . . ",u_ B ) LR
Congratulations on the $.S. matten - -
/8/ John Steinbeck
: . wo
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: VAL aade NAY 21 194 KERETH IS UTCLASS1T I 4

$° 0. /02~ /aé.zﬁ_‘/ 7 . R )
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‘ ‘»_-n--'—-w-_y"-v.fﬂtv';"‘l" ;w,-:tr- ”,WF‘ 17" r‘ £
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_, 3 '. R v, w .
s aorerweo 1: -ch to 1our -honnﬂm dpred Il, G :

1942. transaitting s lsttee addressed %o you Wy Jolm SW b

'in which Steinbeck complained thit he mas being 1mnugﬂ-d -

. 88 an muw alien Iv nmmuunl gt thio Durou. Y gz

S . Itisbt.oa.drin thltStdnbockitnotboi mdm
R never been investigated hy t.hil Buruu- Hiﬂ letter t° 30“ 1' '
cioS o0 - returned herewith. . -

"5;-.;:; N ' \;’"‘ﬁ""‘f’:"__ 3 i!"" |_. "x . 4 :o""_ ’.‘{TE N

Q..;.—--.._.__. Director ..

o e v M W ma e ek v a camphemamas e e e e - ekl

._-1l

e

.,,‘, ; N
Hr Tolton Ly
Mr.E. A. Tlmm oL
«d Mr.Clege Ll
3 llr Ghvia_ﬁ_f_[__g,‘, fL
. Ladd S g , ’
Hr Nickols T
Mr. Rosen. f;“! S;
“Mr. ‘I‘uei
Mr, canon 19 ,:;* ‘-",_
Mr. Coffey l-”{ h;‘]
ur, Hendon__ 1t
“Mr. Hollom
Mr. McGuire

Mr, Nease




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER < CC-287 Mr. Telsom_____
DIRECTOR v : X Mr.E. A, Tamm___
Mr. Clege

) ¥Federal Bureau of Investipatian . Mr. Glavia
- Hnited Btates Bepartment of Justice Mr. Ladd
; Mr. Nickels
: ma’hingtnn, n. ¢. Mr. Rossn
; Mr. Traey
R )

A Mr. Carson
ST October 27, 194 Mr. Colfey
;-"";ﬁ.c"% Mr. Hendon
.- Mr. Rramer

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, E. A. Mr. McGuire,
. Mr. Harbo

Mr. Quion Temm__ _

‘ALY, INFORMATION COSTADNRD Tele. Room

WEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEQ Mr. Neass
WRCEPR-FHYRE-SHOMN - . Miss Besahm
OTHERWION . ~—-¢=" Miss Gandy___

Miss Collins in the Attorney General's office telephoned
¢
and advised that the Attorney General wanted to see the _;]

0

"Bureau's file on John Steinbeck tomorrow morning (oct.28th).

Respectfu »

D. $TALCUP .

5845 P. M. Miss Collins was advised that the Bureau
had conducted no investigation concerning John Steinbeck
and her attention wae called to the Bureau's memorandum
of May 21, 1942, in which the Attorney General was 80

adviseds
ds

R e gy
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Federal Burrau of Inuvestigation \Mr. gll::i'n .
Hnited Btates Bepartment of Fustice gj’ L'NM:
M onbiiinlae B N : r. Nied
EERLEDEFMIILLLLE, Be W U’ ur_ Bo'.n'
October 30, 1942 Mr. Tracey
EATIREK ) Mr. Carson
H e Mr. Coffey_______
Call ?:gg ;ﬁ ‘ Mr. Hendoa _
Typed Mr. Kramer
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR - Mr.McGuire,
. Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quina Tamm____
. - P Tele. Room
Re: JOHI@TE.LNBECK = AUTHOR - Mr. Neass
.y """f!ﬁg &V‘I‘Ali““ Beahm
%}ms UNCLASSIFIER Ml Gandy
WXCEP? WEEKB SHORS - - —
OTHERWISE v » / 7 =
vio equest I telephonically &advissd
ral's office that we session

in 1938 by the Simon J. Lubin Society of California.
pamphlet is similar to that contained in his book "Th 2
concerns the activities of migratory agricultural workers< The other pamphlet,
which was furmished to us in ¥ay, 1938, is entitled ters Take Sides" and
contains the opinions of several hundred authors as ‘to whether they are for
or against Franco. I informed Miss Collins that the subject was eone of the
authors quoted therein and further advised her Iwould make these pamphlets
available to her for whatever purpose she may need them. Miss Collins stated

shewuld appreciate the use of them very much.

s”of Wrath"™ and

Resp 'y

A, Tamm

» — / \-5
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& \Vo - December b,1843,

Hon. J.Zdgar Hoovar, - gubject: JORN ERNSTSATEINBEOX

Chief of F,B. I.Iaahington,D.C.' Complaint: Proposed -agitation of -
~>Japanese Relocation:

,\0 SiT we ' 'Centers,California & West,

.-..‘.-...‘.-I-....‘.‘......---‘t.-.

For some time past I have resented books by Bteinbeck, for
they portray such unrepresentative pictures of our Iunerican life 4n
rural dietricts, I live near the Everglades farms district and .
most of the migrants out there lhe better than 1 do,thlla they are

here for the picking season, : 46578 RN

Stein‘oeck's name 1is John !:rnat Steinbeck. Bis father was a
German,born in Florida of German parents, according to the story 1
WHO'S WHO in U,8. writing circles, But of conrse the author
furnishes the information about himself, - o -

My reason for writing this {8 that 1t is runored that
Steinbeck is now gathering information for a heart-throb about the \
sad condition of Japanese in Relocation Centers in the West., I
think 1t would be best for all concerned that he be not permitted
to issue such & story untilafter tho Iar-- if ever, - .

— - s A s e e s -

Under strict enforcement of postal regulations, Steinbeck's

ng s would not be Bermitted to go through U.8, mails, because of i
alr scurrilious and oosScuns puasBuxwes, AUTOD air® HOIu uy me R

examples of the iumoral life of the U.B. in foreign countries _
Gpr)oaeu 0 us, I understand hls booke have besn translated iutu e

German and circulated &s " horrible exazples,® but I cannot prove t:hig

THIS LETTER DOES NOT NEED A REPLY.
IT IS ONLY SENT TO YOU. . o o « » o « A8 IHFOR\!ATION.

BESXL RS A AS AR LSRR R0 E PR SASHEBIB ISR APRSSO2EDRE

You may have all this information from other sourcea- but I

will explain why I am writinﬁ it, Durinﬁ the other World ¥War ;1 i
made reports direct %o when they did not bJc

concern local matters, butl came to my &itentlon regarding other
secttions of the country. I had authority to do this., -

-1“ ‘-_._"’ ¥

- Ibgru 15 M Steinmbeck? SATY
. I8 he° attempting to get 1nfomation conceming govermaent Ro
of&soldiers? f4cu & SR g S G 17
“He might dress in uniform and hang around 1ncomp ete caJps

11kq Bpca Ra‘tone, trying to get informetionm as to inadequiacy of cm

b%full'e ‘g‘h'm are nnm?a'?-r! and nn{:f-l}i'ﬁd per‘!e :g-_tlv T hope this

- - S “‘ ! n -
not occur,- T RmooRDEn.D & INDE

J\/‘?‘E’ TL Y

.J""‘ FC

' Bea_pectfully yourg
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Coter | me, Milea s, u,.' A
: Direcher

0 U9 Yar Pelosaties uu-my
) 7.'7‘__".' - - ‘II“I' wu‘ R -
e Yashington, 3, @, -

‘From: J. Bdgar Boover - Dxfoﬁior, Federal Bureau of Inveatigation ;.

© ' Subject: :onm m:m S “ L EEe
o o Yor yowr hfomuu ua uhtmr oouﬂonuu m lq h ‘
. doom afvisadle, thare fa sei forth teloy the perdinenst pertlon of PR
L a comvumiontion at this Foresu from ome b“lc’;” SR
5 Yort Paln :-a. T i

. o - . . bt '.1 .7' )
S S S A .'vmm-l-u.hmu.
L el 5 N
Men. J. Hg:.rﬂoom Suhjeoss JOEN RRNST BTEIEEECK -7

Chisf af 7, 3.1, 'uhilchl. ﬂ 0 ‘mhlm Proposed agitation
L. o ) o of Japanses Ralocation
RETI Hrte— e D A :nhn. huhms L

: ' ‘ i R attoc--oa----cocooo.;o-o-ocautostt PP

- *Por some ttu pnt ! h“ ‘Fesented Bocke W Retderk, oz . "7

L they posicay wuch warerresemtutive pleturvs of our American 1ife dn
R rurnl districts, I live mear ths Zverglades farms districtasd - .
B most of the migrants out there live Htc ﬂn.n l lo. au. M are -
) _ hu-o ror the ptokiu sengea, S -

'E.r-{ ‘-. -
- .

Mr. Tolson o "“::M:;lnu:a:l .;oh lmt luiahd:. Iit hthnr ws e h o
'B.A. Tar erFaR, ¥ra ° Serven perezis mmuumtto h
o Clerc: m"\m'l ¥ $a 0,5, writing eireles. But é ovurae the avthar v

A e, Glavin h:nhhn the ln.omuon s'bvut linuu 4{ e r ]
.:: ;;f:;———-——l_ "Ny reason for muu thie fs Mot u n rmvua p.. =_.-;.; e

‘Mr. Roses————3veindeck 18 now ga hfory-t!n £or & heart-thred adiud tho
M Tre cToo o eed gondition of -Ya :;u Rafocation Conters 1a the ¥est, £ - ',;
o ———$hisk §t would Yo Zecnzerned that he be mot pm.luu
r-Corsp2___ N 44 tuwke such'a nury mlvm the e K 4 o'nr.' o

Mr. Colfey
e, Beadof T 21 12 RufgmMﬁuhv
Mr. Kragher |-
Mr MeGRipe i o ol}ri 0 A 00 : .
Qulr Tum‘m_E’, TEINT LT ‘L{ S N - -
\lr Nease s ‘%‘ ! ) - -
M\n Gandymn__mk._ - - y
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Eonora.‘ble J’. ﬂdgar E:onr. R s
Director, Yederal Purean of Imstigatiop, <Ly
United States Demertment of Ju.st.ico. ' e
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S LR . ny 1943
) s l, 150£1 De tho Dri'n, Sherran Ceks, California
}Tj 3‘- RPN T St . ar .- . - . T‘: SO ':.";" SRS S,
% - T a cu-r, IIS, Yar DOpnrtunt, tuhugton, D.C. . ST s L
3 o A T _": N o . _ - e :“ T
\‘; , :,:‘.\ . . . R -
N s 1. ltunuon fs invited o our CI-R1 report dated 27 J‘lxmn.ry 19&3.
e Oubjoct as above, representing investigation oonducted In the vielnity ---:

of Les Angeles, Californie, and memorandum report dated 25 April 1943,
Subject as above, covering investization eond'ucted in the Second Sorvico

=
,»'»5’\‘
Y

Vi Gounrd previoully for'ardod your oi‘fice. ' ) ;_ :
\l" T ’v Y' & .,— ,_ i
-9 TSl “qnolosed find CI-R1 report dated 13 Judy 1943 repreunting u.
:3 N vvrtigntion condvicted in the vicinity of San Francisco, California.
.\; 3. This office does not concur In the recomrmerdstions t} the re- L "o
LEED perting agent in closing report. In vies of substantial doubt us %o
f #pX_ Subject's loyalty and discretion, it is recomendsd that Sublect not be

)ﬁ e ecnaidorod ram-a'bly for a commission in the ray of the Un“'ﬂd States, ;

LYoy
- 7

o= " ] &- Undenloped leads will not ‘e followed in the abserce of ro-
K quut, und this case 13 considend cloued in this office. _
: .' 3 . . -
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San Franciseo, Califerxia =

30 June 12943

Case No. IX-0/8-14305
RN - P .. o B & P ————-—‘.:\ ., e e 5 o ""' - ".’7 _
comoos e pudleokt JUHN B BTRIREBGR AN\ TIM O M S B e R AV .
Chaasr T - 15041 Del Gedo BedweN\ g Tl Ko g Rl g IR -
T B EIE n n I a ]I[' et P ro e o - ‘0; L ot 2% AL
—:t-__‘r. . ‘{ B . - -r‘ o . » N " '::-.'".t& ‘5‘6 ‘:::_::'“ K:@: Ak % - &’
I . 71 Interview with Mr. WARTDNRAY, Aoqualntanes. - % %
Ty OnJuns 9, 1943, this Agent interviewed Wr. MARTIN RAY, intimate " - RN

e
.

B

P
‘4

Wi
-«

*

- .
3% . - _articles for publications which were considared Communistic but that these ' . .
2o 7 srticles were written to explain Bubject's point of view of the soeial V. - s

~ hold & eounission in azy other sitwatiem. ™ . 7o

scquaintance of Bubject. RAY associsted with STEINEECK and his former wife, < % .
CAROL STEINEECK, during the entire time Subject's residence was in los CGates, ',

California, Informant fs presently residing om Nasson Road, Saratoge, - % & -

" RAY believes Snbjoct to be abso

. .
4 . L

iy Toyal to the govermment elthough "

‘Subjoct associated with some elenents of the Communist Party im his earliest - '

days of writing. Subject repeatedly stated to RAY that he was not & Commnist - .
bDut was interested in the lower-class working people regardless of their 12" °
politieal creed. RAY axplained that Subject had written eertain /.- .-

involved and mot te further the intarest of the Commmist Pariy, ~ .-
Subject, sccording to RAY, gradually realissd that he was being used by
Party and severed all copnections with this element after his books began to

CAROL STEINEECK, former wife of Subjeet, told RAY that she registeared ..o

re L
.....

i ow - . - - R J R

" with the Cospunist Party in Santa Clara County in 1938 simply to obssrve the ~ - -~
4

e

1ocal reaction and that Subject was strongly opposed to this ast. ° NPELHR
: : Coar . = Lt i * ’('.“-"'l’.

Following the sale of ome of Bubjectis earliar books, Subject and Mis - =

. +

Ten

Subject was deeply impressed by the economie and political policies of Swedsa

.. but was mot impressed, mor did be discuss, the government of Russis, = - -

© " Concerning Subject's eharacter, RAY stated Subjectts integrity was beyomd
“questiom. Subject is very sensitive and sentimentals is doeply devoted to hi
mmmuwmmwwnﬁumummpnm, R
writing ability may be efficiently wtilized. Aec to MAY, Subject would "
mork very hard writiag for the benefit of his country but is not qualified te s

S @

-aw o fh oV A Be mef mald

Y .

LY L ee S
. T ‘1’;#1! "';--"
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e e N -

Tim e

Agent's Notes: e e '

_ RAY {5 & close friend of Subject and has tremendous respect for
Subject's writing ability. This Agent bellieves RAY is interested in Subject's
welfare as a friend yet was absolutely fair and impartial in his recollections
of Subject and Subjeet’s suitability for a commission in the irmy.

LEMO B uems o e

e LN X Tk ﬂ(»,]

" wife mads & trip to Europe, visiting Swedsn and Russia. RAY stated that . - %i °
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San !rm!.no. chfornh
June 14, 1943

. o Jun ’. 19&3 th.ll l‘aat htervinud I(ISS mm wm 3063 w;
Street, Bax l‘rancuco. Gultfoma rohrunc ll'uoct. K ;-, e W Lo

kAl I 4& O ._J
T ‘,,. R -_’f

=

' KISS BURKE bou;ht tha Suhjm'c ﬂrlt lwnn at !-ol Moo and hm
intizately acquainted as the Budject lived om the previses for a shert time .
sharealfer, MISS BUFKL believes Subject to Do unguestionsbly loyal, Rawe - -
4ng heard hin gay that he Rad mever voted the commmnistic $icket, und wps =
strongly eppesed teo his wife's registration with the party, IIIS e
furtier steted tbst Bucject h.:l#lvgyr vcted Democratic tickets, and was

beertily in favor of the poll of the Kev 3061.

. - m,g--p ot}
SR .y

. - MISS BURKR stated Budject ts a very he-n artnhr, Wat she had never " -1‘
seen Ml intoxieated. Subject's politieal philescrhy, NISS FURIX aona!br‘l
%0 be merely "leftish” in the social changes calculeted $o jmprove the som~-
ditions of the working elusec, aad felt Subjoct'l 1nt.p-uy to bo Waispabed-
‘m" . A £ Nt e J, -
Hm_l.m Inforsast has the putut rupoct !cr the ntorary vork

-~

of Subject, but appeared $o this Agent %e De sincers and candid im her
uocription of Subject's qnalitiol. . N e
" e i SR

" e + srg .

1\ 1 i ‘ ﬁ 7
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Ban Francisoco, Galifernia
June 14, 1943
o j B R Tt SRR R Om l.. MIH“ *EF!»H‘ & 4.
el ; L "ﬂ.j LT FEE :%3
o R VoS S Y e
R »or wEE nr,"nﬁ ™omamar - f’ :
L | SUBJECRY JOHN B, STEINBECK 'i'f
y Sherman Gakl, Mifunil |
n!' - '!uidonoOM ‘ . TR
" Om Juns 8, }94%, q Agont tntervieved MR, HUGH PORTER, 244 Galifernia™
Street, San Francisee, Qgif rnia, m:rchnor of lnb.hct'l hmo in l-oa Iﬁu.

]

n. PORYXR 414 mot know Sudject persuall,y. dut haﬁ !ufhjoct'l beln'-

ings moved from the house, Mo stated that SubJject's second-olass mall way . -
- Sremendoun, wuch of 1% spparently communistie, !l. m read v'-:'ievllL B

parts at randen ‘and found it very radical, Subjeci's lidrary, 1eft in $hs
former residence sontained many radical dooks,

Informant's epinion of Budject based wpon ebservation of eonutiul ”‘-._

© . wnder which Sudject lived fs that Subject 1s very impulsive, eccestris, < <.

and unreliadle spcially., Informant had mo knovledge of Budject's esen-
opical or polisical dw- except from the circunctanthl cﬂdonce stat.l'~

: ; IR
p.bavc. _-.‘ K T L . e ,ﬁ,i_“' Crila
- ; - . %, AL
A : .. . .- . EEERERE L .
. @ m o d al .‘u.l- -n\ |-a§ _1 a Jarnanass harna haw Laa' .o
Ty & W TrEasTu [t e ] --y.v' ed & TADARSSS ASNUSS =Ty, T £~ o

ligah!‘l who sontimued to work after Bubject left, HIGAHSI had Doeks, t’"‘?"-
ostensibly propaanda sontaining pictures of Axts lealers md nccotplub-

ments, HIGAHSI 13 mov crumstd to tho iaterier, v T s s

,.(

M POPTER &4d not l:nou lu)jeot. Wt {s very mch opposod 'b
econonic and peliticel views of Budject as 1nuonto& Yy typvof ml re- -

ceived and contents of Sadject's li‘brm. - _ N -
. C I : ' PR
- B '7{ > ~ R 7_}'.'. 'L-f-"-:;. - § EX
~ 7 . ; . ‘ Ll ' .;.} T } € ¥
" CBARLES 0. SLIELDS
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o Inromnt mhd that Subjoct was frhndly but gontnlly v-:lff f?;’
aloof, BSubject, secording to RAINE(RI, apparently made frequemt Y. J.,

b

visits out of town while living im Los Gatos. RAINECGRI yeeallsd . . .
a0 derogatory resarks eoncerning Subject; however, informant had - ;- "+
heard that Bubject was very sensitive and desired to bs svoided Iy““"--‘ s
the local pecple so that he eould concentrate or his wﬂting without ~
interruption.
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m:mmamsummmmx.uuﬁm 196,
BOBXRTS {upressiom of Sudject was that he is vary (liﬂ l'!lll"ﬂ- -y 30
_ Badject wsually is vexy peorly dressed. .. « - =

' t BOBERTS had mo knouledge of Bubject's esoncmical or . ...
* polisical vievs, sad hed -t heard say hrmtorr nnm onunl." f‘__‘
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use his writing talemt

- ¢ GOXEL - NTIAL,
e, Wit
Ny 26, 143

MRDLEILTEUE, PLGIFIC GROVE C.ALD‘EE!IA Ot.hcruddressumtuponry
d-pmdmtupouu\emtlocaledmwrt Xz personal effects amd

m was positive Subjnt was X not a commmist, B4 no comwmist
l.nningn, that his honesty, loyalty and .’m‘hgrity wers of
was intansely pttrhtic, and would meke an excellent offi

AGENT'S NOTES )

Informant, snd his lew firm, hnve.rcp\:tati.on inlarleroytor -
conservatisa, .
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4. Subject is not a communist. He believed that the commmist end
N - e B R A - S Wk

o
I’

e it I |
SEHENO BT




. . T
| TRo vy et E N . .
R T L : ISR
RURART- M = ~'!‘\B
‘\._«&:/'uu'L L_L_'__’ai. :d f{,’!_-\ . '
e S

% o4 ) - ! o !
‘"‘““"'—“ AL BANTIENPR - PRI W Y

GRAPES OF WRATH from the Parm Security Administration, His Iritiws
, come before mr:,*thing slse in his 1lifs, d
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San Franeciseo, California
June 11, nu
Case No. I X~0/S-143505e

7*.,-_ . } e et e t-.f En ‘l‘.--}-"i o1 .IJ‘{ -.‘.»,-v‘wh . ‘.‘;’)‘. t‘?_‘;‘;@:‘ ;_---'e: .
-t » = SPRETUR N - o wrerd B TR Hoam
Pl atma X ey T e R
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FrE . mcl‘t JOEN X, BTRINEECK i’
S AR 15041 Gado 91'1“ .*.__

L S A Shomn Oaks, _Cantomit” S

y A R ol
S .7 . BEEy . Cheok of Yoter's Registratfon’ S
Lo ‘ L nlu Santa Clars connty, cdit.

- .On 9 June 1945 this Agent oheeck the Voter's neg:l stration
rilu Santa Clara County, California to secure 1nrormtion
eoncerning the Subjest, tho is bdeing considered for n - .
sommission {n the Army ot the United sutu. g; ,? t
PE ? 71.‘ “, ”

" 7 Registration files show that Sudb jeot's romr wife,
CAROL STEINBECK, registered as a Commnist in SBanta Qlars -
County, 8 November 1938. On 16 Ssptember 1939, npprozintoly.
one year later, Subject's wife registered in Santa Clara
County es a Democrat. On the 13 June 1942, CAROL STEIN=-
BECK transferred hor voting registration to Honteray, o S
0!111'01'31!. o . ) .. - S . S ‘;.‘«-"_;.

,_, ;o et A ',".1_ '-=."

Ko reoora was found of Subjeot haﬁng regiltored at
any tina as a COmmnilt in Santa Clara Oounty. ; , .73.*_‘:1_-7‘?-,
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San Fransises, Califernia
13 July 194
Case ¥o. IX-0/85-14308s¢

T pe -
. onuhi;nam-ummmmruumum o
" Gredit Assesiatien, l5Stockston 3irest, Sam Francises, Califormia - o
regarding the Sudjest. These reooris include reporis fream the _'-_;- f-_}'.;';“" e
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!h cru‘nt ruu-h i.muuto tha.t the hbjoet ujond aa
excellent rading in 1940, haid very geod esmmercial and savings -
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San Francisco, Californis,
Vay 1, 1943,
Case Yo. II-O/S-MSOEc-

VEMORAYDUM FOR TVE OFFICER IN CEARGE e SR i‘\‘
CanReen T we r Subjects JOEN E, STEINALCE, aka Dr. lockltoin, PRI IS ey =
S . 7.0 15041 Del Gado Drive, R R
B Yoo S man Oaks, Celifornia, "_" s g
T r“. . ) _' 7.. - n.. ) P°11” di.*. - . k - a; e -:

: e ' ' ' T
ST On r.bmry 23, 1943, this Agert chacked the records of the . - . -
;. ., ¢, Dffice of Faval Intelligence, 12th Faval District, the American leglon .

. " 2adlcal Research Bureau, the San Francisce Fleld Office of the Pederal o

Bureau of Investigation, and the San Francisco Police Dopnrtment. 111
of San ?rtnclaco. California, rogu'din‘ Subject,
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e "'!" "'-f tho l‘tdonl Bureau of Innatigntion and the san Franciuo Ponoo '

B Dopcrtmut roportod no rooord of Subj.ct. . = ) ; :
s L !‘ho Oﬂioo of !uvnl Intolligonco roportcd the rollmd.n; rocordl
"'.;‘-' ""- - \'E;.. —f.";- K '." O SRR -. S s
aPTE D0 £4les ref.r 4o one John STEIVBECK, P. O. Box 821, AL R

Los CGatoe, Calif., who was a subscriber to thex™ 0PLI'S
YOFLD as of Sept., 1539, (It should be noted that John
. STELNTECI, the author, also maistaived a home in Los Gatos)”

oF o ‘.l'ho lmriun legion Radiocal 'Rueu-uh B\ren. reporttd th! ronu-u;: S

g : 11/9-195o. Was Pacifio '..ny contributor. Red publintion
,-: L 3 . at c‘m:.o o LA h
oo - 11/15-19561 One of the sponsors of the Auombly of Youth, R
R © Jaruary ¢ end 10, - LorE e
4t s T 4/1=19%8  Contributed article in th.u issue of Pasifio - 7.
e T n Weekly (Red publication)res The Racial Pro Judl ce
o e . Among the Agriocultural Workers in California, -
a0t s 10/ o Chalrman of the newly formdd Committee to Ald
T .- T Agricultural Organisation. (Very Red ontﬂ.t). : }' Ceen
v imgivy e s 8/4-19%9s His book "The Grapes of Wrath" was branded as . - L
e T .. & 7. Red propagands by Father A. D, Spearman, l.J., i ;
‘"__?jj,“'--x. i‘.':";;--;; s, {.\* dlrootor of’ the library of Loyola, .L.A. ” a 3
wl S 43 EN K
- :i'-"}é;f"'-',‘-_,_r'. \h’s o is.p for-r wifo. Cm%nnln toinboek. tn Caé
o »{-r;.i,k{'-»;__‘ AT VAR ro‘htmd Communist, Banta Clara Cownty - 1938 = i
SR R e s T e e 'if -while'living &% Bt. 1, Box 98-D, Los Getos, * < 2k
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NICBOLAS ZAVI“SXY,
Special Agent, CIC.
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e Oﬂice Memomndu Xttt

- W ', Lt v, &
- T Ty '.-‘.-?- REFIER ¢ : RSN a3 .f' £i q{, !."" ‘.}-'5[
>‘ . . 2

'ro s m:-oetor. m L

FROM : BAC, Sea Amtente S

SUBJECT:  JOEN mgrlma LT e AT ummmrtcnmnrm
Incoming Pnnulr, on-nul.o !'oxu mummssum-ﬂ‘

8/15/44 - - R
ronml mm GDI!'ROI. "_'i i
. Rororoneo 1s made to Burun nmmdu to Sax .lntoalo datod hrch 81 19«
in the above-captioned matter. ¥Yor the informetion of the New York city otﬂoo
referdnce memorandua advised that an investigation was conducted by Militery ..
Intelligence Division concerning the above-captioned individual to determime
his loyalty sad suitability to hold s eommission in the Army of the United - TR
Stetes, and that informetion had been received by the Bureeu indicatismg thet im =
view of substential doubt as to the loyalty end diseretion of the subjeect, a _
recomiendation was made that he should het be eonsidered favorably tor a Oa- D
liuionl.nthot!.s.l.my. L o _ e 7
!‘hl- 18 to qdvin thet on Merch 185, 19“ tho lubjoct. ueoou;pnled by hil llifo. o
GWYN CONGER gTEINEECK,enteresd Bmmmno Texes, via Pan American Clipper enroute '
from the Reforma Hotel, Mexicoe, D. ¥. to their residence at 350 R. Slat Street, .

Noew York City. At the time of their entry, it -was ascertained that the aubjoet

was an AmeriQan citizea bora at Sslines, Califorunia, on February 27, 1902, mal :
that his wife\yas also an Americen citizen, having bdeen dora in Chleago, nnnou. E
October 25, 1918,\ It was slso learned thet the subject is presently employed :

a8 & uri.tor by thy_ New York Bereld Tribune snd thst im 1943 be bed besn on a .
six-aonths ulignl'a'nt to England, Afrioa, md 81011,7 as s wer corrospondent. LeE

The aubjoet -driud that on that auisllon he hnd been lughtly 'mndcd und thlt
the purpose of his present two-months trip to Nexieo City had deen to regaln hil -
health before resumiag his work for the .bovo-nntionod nowapcpor. Ll . {,__-,f
The above is being .ubntted for the iaformetion of tho Burenu ‘and & oop:r or thll s
letter has been designated for the information of the New York City Ofﬁeo. lo
further sction in this uttor is preseatly contemplated by this Offiee,

mmssxrmn 2;333 Zom lo""':j ‘\"'H"" """‘L P"‘ ?J’
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| ound Sov:e!s Euger for Peace »1 R
. Capa, § Steinbeck ell rib Formﬁ J———

UNCLASSIFIED -
| The word mybt frequently heard __.th.:fw“f_ﬁ:-; o ine i Ims s suom

nurmg wmer t tour of the S0-| merald INUENT FOIULT ¥Wwollesoar Bl Dok b 79 baein
viet monfc;iwe, author Jo evening. Tl Cﬁmlﬂ )

J d ph Capaueadn}d.nt.'uportoflheir ,
o ohservations while visiting the
Ukralne, Geargin and Great Rus-
1 sian indusirial cities as & seli-styled
: "'oo!d war team™ of correspondents.
SThese people were desireyed
and burt moch mere than any
tha! I have secen during my len
years of batieflelds and they
hate war more than any sne I

i ever talked to,” declared Capa. -

: He said a halt of the “vicious and .

i insane game” of recriminations be- . o

; |lween Russia and the U. 8. would N -
' |find immediate approval among
Russian masses. He stated Russians
g | Were particularly interested in .
: |hearing about “the persecution of -

[ iberals” in America and that he C*P .

¥ |and Steinbeck told them *“to our
jmowledge there are no political

. | prisoners in the United States yet™ . -
*I am holding my fingers crossed,* ' — oo

he told the Forum sudience. . .. T e

“We do not know who started thie

vicious &nd insahe game of stupid

4| #ccusation and viclent eriticism. It

. is not very important who

_ shared ln.ll of (he 1847 Nobel (It 'Ihetmport.sntth.lnzls

in Medicine an@ Physiology lums to stop it. -

. with her husband, Prof. F. Cory, | “The people of Russia In urllt- ;
The other half of the award, | fle experience want the same /

was

made In two paris, | things our pesple ds - food,
io Bernardo A. Houssay of.| shelier, security and the ability te
,Enenos Alres. The Corys were | raise and feed and educate th

onored for the joint discovery of | children in peace. And this is
atalytic metabolism of giycozene] really lmporunl thing. That
304 Hommay, for ble research on, " sl g gipotrdae 4 B | :

g /

This is a clipping from

A/ Page et of the
— o RECORDED 1/:.”’[" ./ déﬂ; 74 DAILY WORKER .
th-/ INDEX.ED . ’ v B I ] ' Date -
¢ 2 ‘ 1 Clipped at the Bsat of
. - Ifla ' Kl -4 ‘941: - Government 1{'
FI

>
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Jan 18, 1947

r

oo - o~ -

lon. J. Edgar hoover

\' Rashington, L. C.

r
o

Lear Sir;

I trust thst your agents in San Ffrancisco are watching these

No doubt you have a file on this John Steinbeck; one of our forsmgat
Commie inspired writers who hed written many astories whose theme was to s 1r

z
i up class conclousness, Grapes of Wrath etec, !

§ The most ashocking element here is the fect thet Steinbeck is even 5,

—_——

given space on the San francisco, sfter being denouced by W. R. Hearst bac?

7—/3;1 33 or 39, As you know doubt know,—}

_t.gd this picture Grspes 3
‘.lIIlIIIllIIlIlIllllIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.I.II'—
i

) 7 of Wrath , seeing the underlying motives. o
1
¥

The very same executives on this paper purged this girl for her conptsr

attack on the Commle themos emmansting from Hollywocd.

I wrote a lwtter to —of the Lca Angeles Examiner ,

regading this Steinvesk, seeking to hold up the articles, Also asking Juat

P L . e

( who wss rosponsiblo for this 1ight about face . it.seems that this is the onls
eré;iih;et that is cerring Steinbeck's series,

.
*
®

h.,/&%‘av csm Steihbeck have such "essy access to "INSIDE THE IKON CUKTALX"

when YOU and other LOYAL Americans are forbibben to enter . :
San Francisco 1s & verlitsble LITTLE MOSCOW to te sues. e
I fully reslizs that the Examiner ceme out "finally" for}h é’-ﬁv Llfnnl hayo"
e { WAPOR DD /00 0 Q;
b\obinson, who rsn on san Anti Commile plstlorm. But m’frly entered t
WA 1cturc after Hobinson hnu a commsnaing lead.\lg‘er}iyr“ai‘iﬁéathat they were__
~-*' ‘th‘!n' ~ause theyv fizured he would win.’.. NOT tecsuse he was the .be?}‘g

47



et e A i, 2

pind fou or the principles that he stood for..

Waen [ arrived here a yoeur sgo , I proceeded to inform Robinson of Frank
Hevenner's record in Washington, which had besen kept very much in the dark

* .

.on the West Coast. With all this information it waas clesr salling to be suré:'
iy
This RED minority element in San francisco is plentyb dangerous , snd a veri |

pggcr keg, Of course I appreciste tha fact that I am not tclling you sny thi
that is new, tﬂ
This Steinbeck running in the Examinetr over Ads's dead body, a girl

who was willling to sacrifice her very life for her country SE;ndh vindicatcx‘

iig' today for the fight she had even within her own ranks on this paper.
""' Hle. 1 sxepected -o bring this mstter to Mr. Herast's sttention,
\ vho ia residing as you know ,in ceverly Hills..

I trust thst tiils infoemetton will prove to be helpful to you.
with kindeat regurds ,

Hy



ot~ cEall -

2 ctd )

Ly

__

;
sl
333 71 LTV !
HHE _mm i
m m PR
38 i g
E820F %5 2
2<EEL qnt
4323 31
185 5l
PedE 4
i o
b
it

2\
The archamtre b gamed of
c8, ent fuiter mnd sme mcovcdion piaped by yawag farmere

Mtuhdtd.lﬁﬂﬁ-dﬂ‘-ﬂ.d'-.lm

Vi H,

| mwmmwmw _
HE mmmmmm. : m i
% mmmwmw .,:_mmzm SHix u_m m

mﬁxmm

£

.._L

R

mm

i

{

“ muﬂhumm-hmm mMummmmmmuummmM u n
mmmwmmmm il
i st %

T i imﬁ%m _“.



n ...mt,...,..n..m T
3y ...uv...q mmm.m m
s L T
! m;m_wm_mmm

EATREIE
i

i i

illiiy I ey o

i cesapprlnf et ;
.m mmmm%: ! mmmm m I mmm %wm
e I mmmm oH}
M S
umm 3 -

234

ala s 18
Bisiilse i w
m%mmmw mm mh.m. mmmnmmm.—“Mm
§ A P TR
uw nwmm me m mwm k)

| M
LT
ditinlnin

s BEIEE
i il
F e TR gt
_h.w i O I hm“wfw wmﬂm i
el TP 3 k4 1 . ] S } ¥
ididiy SR Histidyt %mmﬁ%mmﬁ 48

- ]

e e



Y .. Your uttcr doted J’anuary M
‘ utth ‘enclosures, has becen recetved, am'! I mnf,

c:grcaa my apprecfation to you for bavtqp

bro t this mﬁer 90 ny ctﬂuﬂou,“*‘»':-.

dfmrc!y yourc,
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.rohn Edgar Hoom
- Dimtor :

RDIE: Thta tndtvtdual haa correaponded wtth thc
“.. Bureau on several previous ocoagsions on matiera =
~ “ of simtlar nature, and now draws the Dtrector't
" attentfon to John Stetnbeck a8 a Uomnuniat $n -
connection with ¢ series o,f arttalu .S'tctnbccl'
lnrote ooncern;ug Buaata, A e
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ALL TXPORMATTON coxmq [
mmlsl_rgc!_l‘sur-:a ___4' e
RXCEP? WHERE SHOMN _ M .
OTRERNISE o id- Tt F
- ‘ 1; r? "y_'

* T Rohart FI‘IMH‘I!H

AF] ARULIvE . & e nanaman

]ohn Stembeck"
‘A ‘Rus:,lan Jom’nal’

::wi? w;}z'?x{.“nn 'lth’. %
lwrays think they have dheorered
tavénted products or methods
Steinbeck -points out, they
didn't. mmlnqmﬂno!ahnd
rln which T. 8. contest winners of all
rinda are lutﬂmltiml]“ described

unquﬂﬁnned world's ehlmph:u.

\

&

OHN STEINBECK'S warm uympathy for people,
evidenced in his A Russian Journal, (published today)

He writes feelingly of the rever-
ence throughout the world for the

is the one positive feature of an account of a visit to the he ocom-

Soviet Unlon which 4 Otherwises “wooe g ue_‘_.t"mu my

overrun with frivelous provineialism s whem ihe distinetive e teriad =2

and a coy disinclination to face tkdl-r_rlnneapltﬂmhdﬂy
political realities. that 3 provides s government

Bteinbeck has taken out the con- “checks and balances™® Or of the
veptional insurance lgl.inst eritl-

nalveis "leih p Ras it that “sur gov
(-E erument esigned (s koep
APEUSSLAN. JOLRKAL by .Iahmun?‘ o o e o w -

ﬁf‘vvn:h pho.L‘otnpm by H frem getllng tes moch power wr,
15, Viking New Yark.
09715
o n : J

lncly in'dmts t.h.lt SBtalin was &
hypocrite In objecting fo adulation.
_Bteinbeck makes the conventional
ibourgeols plaint about Soviet cen
§9V7 orship and “suspicion™ of tm'e!xn
ers and cutely expiains mm as;

@
ar.‘

having get M, frem kecping N~?
And, “we agreed” Stelabeck writes
" cism by concludicg that his journal
“o%ill pot be satisfactory elther to

the ecclesiastical Left
Lompen Right. The first will say
fs antl-Russlan, snd the sscond

otherwise? We have no conclusions
‘to draw, except that Russian people

world Some bad ones there are
surely, but by far the greater num-
ber are very good”

Now the shove is pretty childish
stuff. It is a fraudulent ‘cbjectivity’
which presumes to be accurate
merely because it is inconsistent and
"superficial enough te draw fire from
 all sides. And It was m waste of Mr.
- Bteinbeck’s itlme to discover so
"1aboriously that all peopls are alike.

g What s reader logically expects
from s “Russian journzl” is not a
" platitrde but an examination o#

now is definitely not like that ¢

ugh udy. “This reviewer frank-
could not decide whether Stein-

&;ﬂ

_an appalling politlcnl'-mm J

country function mery slawly., hut
oy 'thep“‘ i
mere m[’“

that it 15 pro-Russian. Surely it {s|does mot know the .facts of life in
superfical, and how could 1t be[his own backyard to fare forth as
an lnbexmur ot his neighbor,

are like all other peopls in the|nal

way of life of a people which right{ — —  ~

ck's faflure ‘was due to cholce or G

selennly, “that tBh mmakes omr
i eerhinly uuku it fonction

.
Ithfoolhnrﬂ.lyfottm who

!

abowt the kind ef culiure whleh
develops such inteliecinal Sad &
ery than sbout the Soviet Unien.
Robert Capa's photographs,
fMusirate the text are striking

" There 15 little in A Russian Jour-
to indicate that Stelnbeck has
any comprehension of Marxism, the
cause for war, the fundamental
difference between capitalism and

soctalism. He doesn't like war . tly reproduced.
he says s0. He would hate to see B - [
another one. He is fond of children 4 "Z, L.

and good, honest people, Russian as
well a3 any other kind.

But his Journal is filled with
trivia which will not help people
understand the first socialist siate
because Steinbeck himsell never,
bothered to find oul,

[ ] »

This is a clipping from

Page ! 2 of the

Daily Worker

——

‘1
[ 2 ‘1,
- ﬁf{ :

' *“all other people . ) g n . B
. ; TS | STEINBECK HAS NoT| D 1/_00 ! é:-)- I/a{e - -
' ldone. even to the minimum extent{ ' Clipped at the Seat of
! o F B 5
i Impressions as; 7} Government.
S O et o SRR 1

£ -

/=

-




, PR - - i o, AT e pr ok am. e
M N D ) . Q )
. v .
Le s - ! v
o - - ALL INPORMATION €O CORTATIGG .
Simsd REREIN IS UNCLASS IFLRD @/ SN
i\ _ mrmsaowx
Jn'u OTEERWISE ...

tembeck

M

Now Mr. Steinbeck did see 8 few
- things that may prove interesting to
the average reader, and Robert Capa
contributes 8 few nice (but not ex-
ceptional) shots of life in Russia. There
are impressive descriptions of wartime
destruction, of the shortage of artificial
limbs, of Soviet inefficiency and “snafu.”
} Steinbeck give some curious examples
. of black market activities in Russia, of
transportation  difficulties, -of the
sickening hero-worship of the leaders.

The careful reader wili be able to
‘¥ detect a few other interesting bits af
information: the survival of deep
religious feeling in the country; the

greater € emphasis on cmremmont build-

ing rather than on re.ﬂdenua] housing
J construction; the uiter lack of humor

a3 contrasted . with the climate o
greater spontaneity as one gets further
away from the burezucratic center.

Revnewed by ALLAN

.ﬁaussmrv JQURNAL By dohiSteinbeck nith pictures by,&ober
"~ New Y’ork Viking Press. 220 pages.. 8395, L i A Tl
R STEINBEL'K #as joined the traternity of vodka visitors. For three wee
] he toured the Soviet Union under the subtle g\udance of VOKS, the gove
2t 4 ¥ B prent agency for “cultursl Jiason,” saw Moscow eelebrate its 800th
versary. got stomach cramps from overeating on & rollective farm, inspected the
ruins of Stalingrad, was wined and dined in Georgia, flew back to Moscow, where he
chattered with American officials and correspotidents, came home and wrote a book.

and the depressing serenity of Moscow,

And yet, one cannct help question- . - . o

ing Mr. Steinbeck's understanding of - L . e o ) I NOT RF 'OB" ED

taussia, He went to Moscow 8s an HE ATTENDED the celebr: " of 43 SEP 18 1948 e

_"ﬂﬁﬁl‘:ﬁf and libers)” man, he sare the 800th annpiversary of Moscow with
£, to concern himself with “politics Iouis Aragon, the French Stalmut {o ' .
oo "fod the larger’ issues” but “simply .  writer, and was impressed by the ' Thie 4s 11 1
P report .. . . peither critically nor splendor of festivities. Capaz ge P & clipping from
P avorably” But how can he speak led around Moscow by & special o ege i} ___ of the
i bt life in & iotalitarian state without cisl assigned “to facilitate hit mov§-, NEW LEADPR
¢ _bonstantly referring to the governmeot ~ ments about the city™; “in Red Squale’ .
? (_-__ e ”?:r__.‘”' = PR . - : . Da.te ‘-a’*#g
! : = ‘_, . Clipped mat thp seat of
‘ - ) ' . . Government
i 5 ; '

YVoip
dg 700 .

/
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Sans Wra

TR S o L ‘.'A

NBANE ° 07
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and its agencies? How sure is be that
he got to the “people™ and not merely
to a model farm in the Ukraine and
to ® show-chse sapmatorium on the
Black Sea? I Mr. Steinbeck was

merely after the

questions as *Do children go to school
in . Russia?” He could have saved
himself the trouble of going. He
speaks no Russian, and all his contact
was made through official interpreters.
Steinbeck, whom the Russians co
sidet one of America’s top #
-was wined and dined, was taken

a Moscow nightelub and o a Ki

R L L-.- went to the ﬂnhl‘ﬂfv homs

of such Sowet millionaires as Alex-~
ander Xorneichuk — and . concludes
that the Russians have plenty to eal;
he even states thst the quality of
Russian clothing” improved during the
few weeks he spent in Russfa. .
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7" he had a militia man assigned to him
T to make things easy and stop any un-
pleasantness”; yet throughout the book
Steinbeck never mentioned the MVD.

Most startling, perhaps, is Steinbeck's
own attitude toward the Soviet Union.
His book is full of what Koestler would

stopped from taking pictures at a lend-
leased tractor plant in Stalingrad,
Steinbeck reminds us that foreigners
may not photograph Oak Ridg: either.
! In his mind, “Moscowitis” and *Wash-
ingtonitis” cancel each other out. When
he admits that the coliective farm he
was shown put on a big show for him,.
he insists that “any Kansas farmer”
would do the same for his guests, °

Steinbeck wants “peace™ and hates
all “curtains,” iron or otherwise. He
does not care about governments, good
or bad. He comes up with a conclusion
that is neither here nor there: “We
knew rothing about the things Ameri-
can papers were howling about — Rus-
| sian military preparations, atomic re-
i search, slave labor, the political skull-

duggery of the Kremlin” And he still
doesn't. As a matter of fact, he is
proud of his ignorance. Even Capa is
+ led to remerk thilt “Steinbeck is so
¢+  goddam innocent that all questions
" posed by the curious and hero-wor-

shipping Russian population are an- -

swered by a friendly grunt, 'This I -

do not know.'” When he is asked if’
the American people want war with
ussiz, he replies: “We don't know,*
Whether the question concerns Wag-
ace’s popularity or American forei
policy, the agnoshc:sm nnd decaden

call false equations. When Capa is _

o
’

BN |

[ NI SR Y

of American ~ ng o . S. support
of reactionaries and fascists, Steinbeck’s
answer 15 invariably, I don't know . . .’
no one tells us these things.™ -

Under -such circumstances it is not . |

surprising that the world-shaking con-

clusion to Steinbeck's conducted tour

is that “the Russian people are people,”
“that they are very nice.” He adds that
they want “the same things all people
want — good lives, increased comfort,
security, and peace”
tell us if the Russian people are get-
ting any of these.
L ] -

- . e

STEINBECK USED TO BE known

"85 a man with a strong social con-
" science. The Gropes of Wrath and

e

Tortilla Flat were full of nghteous
moral jndignation . about social and
economic injustice. In The Moon Is
Doton "Steinbeck made s heated if.
somewhat pedestrian ettack on totali-
tarian aggression and conquest. Those
were the days when Steinbeck could
be counted upon to stand up and wield
his pen in behalf of democracy and
freedom. Even today had he gone to
Spain or Chinn, he would surely
hgve come back to write a book i
orger to demonstrate that the “Chin
ple want good hveg and . eomto

But he does not |

that “the Spaniards like peace,” ...

e
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JOHEN EXNST STEIVBECE - 46 55 -.

BIOGFAPIICAL LATA:  Mea

John Ernest~Jteinbdeck, suthor, playsright and var
correspondent, was lLora at Galinas,
13023,

 etutént ot
_.; grudutO.
i Jrom her {mn March, 1943,

california, om Yebruary 27,
He graduated Srom Salirnas digh school in 1318 and was &
Stenford Pniversity for five yeers but did aot

Ze¢ zarried Carol Heaning ian 1330 and was divorced
He married Goyn Conger on Narch 29,
1943, srd Elaine Scois or Descezber 23, 1550. He hss Desn the
QutAor of o mumber of beoks and wos s.arded the Pulltzer prize
in 1240. Among the boeks for which he 1s ‘moat mnoted are
*rortilla Flat, ™ 1535; "0f Wice And Yen," 1337; “Grapes Of
Frotin, ® 1333; "The Neom Is Down,™ 1342; "Cannery Fow,” 1345;
"tThe :a,sard Pus,” 13547; and "4 Russisn Jouwrncl,” 1348. Je '
vas also eaxployed c@ 8 war corresponcent and oa a writer for
the 'New York “erald Tribume’during 1343, 1344, 1347, and 1348)
Steindbeck vos Tice rresident of sorld Fidee, Inc., 6An organizrat
chartered in ¥ew York State om December 18, 1347, for the purpo.

I

EXEMPT FROM GDZ. 9
DATE OF DECLA

Fhe Buream haes conducied ze investigation comcerain
John 3teindeck. KHowesver, snder dote of May 11, 1342, Attorse
Genersl Bidale ferwarded to the 2urcaw o lstter receiced bp

RTird T IUVESTITATION:

-5 Aim from Steindeck which stated Im part "Do yom sapposs yom
E:"‘ could ask Zdgar's doye to stop stepping on my Aeels? They
! “55 think I om an ensny slien. Its getiing tiresone.” A/ter
: .x s checking the Bureax Jiles the Attorney Cencral] was a:-ulied
e S thet Jteinbeck was net being ond never had lbeen itnreatiyut g,
1 - ", dd- . - .
] Sil (100-106244~1) _ R
: - i

' IERYTSTIOATIN BY 8-2¢
, . Steinbeck wos investigeted by G-% duriny 1343 e -
€ e Geternias Als auitadility te Acld @ comuission In the ¥. 8. .-
Qes —— ATRYPe After laveatiystion the Chief, Counter JIntelli, empe -

Glavia—
Heto__ BTGRCR, G~2F, recemmended Ae¢ not de gonsjdgred Suverabdl (&
e IOl )i s by il Y s 1)

o Y f— ——— K., A
ﬁzﬁg}y‘q‘m INDEXED - 20 NOT R-CORDEL \&W
-

Tele. _ J i /&
Hellommn B - 133 MAR v 1354 ¥-2-2
*mﬁq_ g’... T 3329

T e

& &4 b

o) preparing rams, ('Yhe's Jho In imerica,™ 1358-3 /} .
L 100-158188=-2 1¢0-34G322~111, p. 1, &
23
: / bld CLASSIFIED BY : F
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8 coanisston. JIrvestigation developed that Steinbdeck’s former
wife, Carcl, had registered as o Comnunist §R Sorta Clars Coxrty,

P Pamein am Nansm haw £ LR T;] At rarfondanad oo o Lomasmad -
[ "L -‘ - T Te Fa - e ' A A A X ¥ 4 ] v, ok SRS - - ¥ -8'- L4 R AN A J - - L4 1 1 F "R A J

in 1939, 4ccordin, to Carol, ahe reyistered as & Countnist te
see what woulc Ac.pen and to see whot the recaction would be

in o small town, but re;retted this move because It reflected
xnfavorobly on her Rusband. She ani others advisec thot
Steinbeck was o registered democral and probally fovored the
New Leal but Ae had mever bees ¢ c““‘““'M‘"ﬂ

This investigation alsc revealed that Steimbeck
contriduted articles 2o the Fousmber 2, 1236, and Aprtl 1, 1238
fseues of "Pacific Feekly, ™ cited ¢s o Conmurnfat publicatior by
the Colifornia Comnitiee or Un-dmericon Activities., He alseo
subscribed to the “igily Pwople'zgsfrld,' west coast Communist

mewspaper, as o/ September 1339, W Per Brmu
/T T

Associates and friends of Steinbeck acvised G-2 that
he was Aonest, loycl, potrietic, anc en srcellent cnd sincere
sriter. They stated that although Re exercised poor discretion

h mama

'''''' & ' » vy il
e¢lements of the Communist rFerty, he was not interested in
gduarcing the caouse of the Party dut in gatherin; mcierial
Jor his xritings on ceriain 8ccicl conacitions existing in the
United States at thot time. Tiey reported that he wroie various
orticles which zere published by Comauntst er anizatione because W
the ecomomic vieks erpressec were considered radical. Hovever,
Ae rejected Communistic polttical end economical theories
reseatedly and discarded Ais cssociation with thci elenmeni

wmhon it hoarnrnms an-nrent $hnedt his nrsandi-s mne haipn, ussd 4a
. ey v w LA A o 4 4 -rr-' - e w wrEpa W e e r' -—w v e »w L A e Ve - -

}urther intercstsof the FPurty. (0-2; 105-166188-2) @'xgy per ﬂ”:‘]
AFFILIATION b ITA COMVONIST FROKT OKGANIZATIONS:

During 1938, Steindeck gronited the Stmon J. Lubin
Soctety of Caltsornia, Inc., perxisston to republisk Ais
pomphlet entitled "Their Blood Is 8trong,” o story of the
migratory a,ricultural workers in Californic, which was -
eri tnally ppblished in 1938, Adccordiny to the Lalifornia
Commitiee orn Un-American Activities, the Simon J. Lubin L
Society, Imc., was o (Communist froat for California agrarian
penetration, erganized in the Foll of 1936 by Onit 10€ of thre
Prosessional Section of the Comzmunisi FParty. (81-7559-2-993)

——— .



In eppreximnately 1558, the Comntitice to £Aid Agriculisrel

Forkers wcs organtzed uncer Stetnbeck'a Jeadsrakip. Steindeok

=== slee served @és chairman eof this erganization whkick has besn
referrec to a5 the Jehn Steindeck Comnittee to 41d Lgricultural
Serkers. According to ome 3onrce of unknown relichbility, this
coxmittiee wcs organized after Steinbeck Rad exposed the attustion
of the xigrant furmers oad "okies™ $tn Ais books. Taia scurce
stoted thers wos mothing politiccl $a the wort ef the esonniitiee,
the purpose being to gather food snd clothing for those in need.
Another source tndicctad $hat the committee syurnisked fincnctal
sssiatance to the United Cannery, Adgriculturcl, Pocking sad
Adl1ltec Norkers of dmerioa. Man, of the supporters of tiis
erganization xere known to be Communist Purty mermbers eor
people who had been cctive in behalf o/ Communist mrited
Jront erganizations. The Americen Legioa Padioal Eessarch

b3 Bureau deacribed this ceanitiec a8 o “very FEed eutfit."”

[N[4 Los An_eles mem.e¢r of the comrittiee;

i =2; 100-333317-1; 100-6633-2, p. 104;
100=3=23-26, . 13) o
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Jokn Steinbeck was one of the 8ponsors end dele ctes
to the Mestern iriters Congress (declarec to te a subatdiary of
the American hriters Conyresa, cited by the HCUA) con/erence
held tn San Froncisco, (aliforrnia, orn Noveaber 13 and l4, 1336.
{Dies Committee Acaring, Volume S, Fage 1996) .

Steinbeck vas sctive in the league of Anerican
¥riters (cited by the Attoraey Cenercl) during 1938-1940,
serving that organizction a8 ene of the sice presicents in
1339 and as cne of the board of directors of the Caltfornis
League of Anerican Friters tn 1340, He cleo [furnished that
erganization vith a statenent for publication Imn a booklet
published curiag Moy, 1536, ord signec on open letier to all}
Senators onc merbers of the House of Reprecsentatives curing
21939, (61-7759-687812; 100-7322-8, 18; 61-7551-183110;
61-7561-2=87) :

Eteinbeck xos among tRose who signed an open letter
to the Government cnd Pecple of the United States sponsored by
the pashington Committee to Lift the Spantish irbargo (cited as
8 Comxuntat front by the Coltforrnic Commitiee on Un-Americon
Adctivities) on Jaunuory 31, 1939. ("Nev York Timea;" 121-23278-
267112, p. 15086) :
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