LA 92-113

Interview with _has been previously reported
in this investigation, A 1 12, 1963, he was reinterviewed
at which time,

ch with JOHN ROSSELLI

Vegas, Nevada,

3ald that he tried to get in touch
with ROSSELLI by calling but ald he did
not know how to get in h with ROSSELLI and suggested
call the Friarts Club.

recalled thatq
employment for ROSSELLI when ROSSELLI was paroled prison
in about 1946 or 1547.

Information has been previously set out
is a friend and business associat E
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The above information was furnished on a confidential
basis and should not be made public except on issuance of a
subpoena duces tecum lssued to
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This girl is believed to be an associate of JOHN
ROSSELLI because, as set out above, on March 28, 1963, and
April 1963 I stopped and picked a blonde woman

28,
and left with

Beve a ornla, & out above, on
1963, ROSSELLI wasg at
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57 On March 29, 1963, advised that he had
\ lﬂ(: e am o 2 ~ Flamd Aoda DA

p— D"l/b v fearned that on that date ROSS&LLI was in contact with a

P girl namedm that%ad at one time operated a

%: 4 business in gas, she apparently has a store in the Los
Angeles area and that ROSSELLI told that he was going

to Las Vegas and would stay at the Desert Inn and that if she
came up there, she should get in contact with him,

?advised that ROSSELLI an n
March 29, 1963, discussed an unimown woman who ad

recently seen and who she apparently was going to see again
/ in the near future whose husband had left her practically

AL -

penniless and who had recently been contacted by some law
enforcement agency and a signed sWaken from her.
Informant said that ROSSELLI told hat she should
tell this wo to furnish a copy o statement if she
had one to and that this woman, who is
apparently drinking heavily, does not have to talk to them
(apparently some law enforcement officers) because the Bill
of Rights and the Constitution state that she can tell them
to go Jump in the lake.

From the above information furnished by

it 1s possible thatm
his

It wo also probable that the
| sesercea 5" il e
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On April 18, 1963, SA's anm
observed a parking cket on the windshle

of ROSSELLI'e car in the garage of his apartment on Crescent
Heights Boulevard. This ticket was issued on April 17, 1963,
by the Beverly Hills Police Department, parking ticket No.
JOOUGO. It was issued about 4 p.m. because an Austin Healey
convertible bearing 1963 Californila license LFJU90 was parked
illegally in an alley in the 400 block of North Roxbury and
Bedford in Beverly Hills, California. On the reverse side

9§ tgiidpgrking ticket was printed in black crayon the word

astard. ‘

On April 18, 1963, the Department of Motor Vehicles,
State of California, Los Angeles, California, furnished infor-

mati t,1963 Califrnia se LFJOU0 was iassued to
los Angeles, Cali-
ornia, ario n Healey convertible.
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LEGITIMATE ENTERPRISES

NEVADA CONCESSIONS, INC,

Information has been set out previously in this

nvestigation indicating that JOHN ROSSELLI, through the

irm n glons, Inc., had husiness dealings with
n connection
Parking rac es a e Troplcana Hotel in lLas Vegas

and in connection with the rental of cars in Las Vegas,
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Information has been previously reported in this
investigation thatﬁand ROSSELLI entered
into an agreement whereby money rurnished by ROSSELLY would be
invested in name 1in an adventure called Marina, Inc.,

which was tm a marina on Lake Mead, Nevada. Informa-
¢ o set out that both QGG
invested $16,000. in this venture and that

frivmiaha AP - 68, FaYalal - P _in-

furnished over $O LUV, 1O
Va!!EnE.

It would appear on the basis of agreement between
b”‘ ROSSELLI and hereby they set up B & R Fnterprises,

through whic would invest money for ROSSELLI in Marina,

Inc. that money Trurnished by -'or -ras, in effect,

f?&money loaned to ROSSELLI,
1(\60 _

- In the latter part of March, 1 fur-
b-j nished information that recently had stated that
ROSSELLI had not given money to 0 1nvest in Marina
Inc.i but ratheanad loaned money directly to

and t oney has been repaid to ->y
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION h
Los Angeles, California
In Reply, Please Refer to April ég, 1963
File No.
92-113

Y ey S

Title JOHN ROSELLI

Character ANTI-RACKETEERING 7C-—/ o

Reterence neport ot (N
dated as above at Los Angeles.

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past.

This document tontains neilher recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, [t is the property
ol the FB! and is lcuned to your ugency; it and its contenis are not to be distributed outside

Your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

LOS ANGELES

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

10S ANGELES

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

1/21 - 3/20/64

DATE

3/26/64 l

TITLE OF CASE

JOHN ROSELLI, aka.

b e

REPO] TYPED BY

Jm

bl

CHARACTER OF CASE

AR

REFERENCES:
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Report of S

A— Los Angeles, 1 '26/64.
Vegas airtels to Los Angeles, 1/29; 2 '1h4; 2/20;

and 3718/64.
Angeles airtel to San Diego, 1/23/64.

Vegas teletypes to Los Angeles, 1/31 and 2/15/64.

/ 1N

Angeles teletype to Las Vegas, 2 '13/64.
Angeles airtel to Las Vegas, 37/10/64.
Diego letter to Los Angeles, 2/24 ‘64,
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Miami airtel to los Angeles, 3/
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3 The individuals who furnished informetion set out in
302's in this report and not identified therein and indivi-

duals who furnished information which must not be disclosed

except upon issuance of a subpoena duces tecam are as follows:
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= - LEADS

aa\ LAS VEGAS

ﬁ—/ AT LAS VEGAS, NEVADA: Will continue to conduct

= investigatTon concerning ROSSELLI's sctivities in Las Vegas.
LOS ANGELES

* AT 10S ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: Will conductcontinuing

investigatIon concerning ROSSELLITs activities.

- F* -
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UN..ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . LSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - USA, Los Angeles (Att: AUSA TIMOTHY M. THORNTON)

Copy to:
_ ~ Los Angeles
RD:::n of: March 2 , 19 Office:

92-113 92-3267

Field Office File #: Bureau File ¥:

Title: JOHN ROSELLI
Character: ANTI-RACKETEERING
Synopsis:

During first week in March, 1964, ROSSELLI changed his residence
fran 1251 North Crescent Helghts Boulevard, Los Angeles, to
Apartment 80

Los
ve been in Las Vegas, Nevada,
'l!rom i;g ;634 to 1/27/64 1/30/64 to (date unk:nown ; and from

2/13/64 to 2/22/64, He reportedly traveled to New York City
on 2/3/64 on same day that ri
to New York, but they did no

ng
During first part of February,

- P -
DETAILS:
AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
This document contuins nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

Your agency; it and fts contents are not to be distributed ocutside your agency.
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A report of birth filed by ROSSELLI in 1936 in
Chicago, Illinois, reflects his true name is spelled ROSELLI;
however, investigation has shown that for many years he has
spelled his name ROSSELLI and this is the spellin

SSELLI and this spelling which wil

be used throughout this report.

CURRENT RESIDENCE

(/- Thiad v s delom OO0 e
i

aa a Y

part of March, 1964, ROSSELLI

cr

JUring The 11rs

changed his Los Angeles residence from 1251 North Crescent
Helghts Boulevard, Los Angeles, to Apartment 803, Glen Towers,
1333 Beverly Glen Boulevard, Los Angeles.,

On January 30, 1964, a Special Agent of the FBI
observed ROSSELLI leave his residence at 1251 North Crescent
Helghts Boulevard at about 10:20 AM in his 1963 Ford Thunderbird
o and proceeded to Beverly Hills, California, where he parked
in a parking 1ot on Beverly Boulevard just north of Wilshire.
He returned to his car in about 15 minutes and drove to
Drucker's Barber Shop, where he remained for about an hour,

and then proceeded to the Friar's Club where he put his car

4 +ha ATuh samasa

—/ bl WIS vl WY KOlTGET .




On various dates from February 3, 1964, until February
11, 1964, spot checks were made of ROSSELLI's residence, the
parking lots at the International Airport, the PFriars Club and
Drucker'!s Barber Shop in Beverly Hills, but ROSSELLI's car
was not observed.

On February 11, 1964, a Special Agent of the FBI
observed ROSSELLI leavé hls residence on Crescent Helights
Boulevard at about 9:15 AM and proceeded to Mannie Dwork's
Tailor Shop and Cleaning Establishment in the 8100 block of
Santa Monica Boulevard.

On February 13, 1964, urnished information

lmad DAQSATYITT NP Toom Awmmmemt mm - TS mre Dlrleswee s sies 173
VAU nUoOoLLdsl -Lt':.Lt LUD AlITILICTO ab LoDV Il il rcuruary L)

1964, en route to Las Vegas via TWA Flight 196. Informant
said ROSSELLI had purchased a one-way tourist class ticket.

On February 14, 1964, Speclal Agents of the FBI
observed ROSSELLI anm.m the coffee the
Horseshoe Club in Las »_at which time and ROSSELLI
were sitting in a booth wit}ﬁan
and two unknown individuals.
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On Pebruary 20, 19611,qfurnished information
- that ROSSELLI arrived in Los Angeles from Las Vegas at 1:10 PM
on this date on Bonanza Airlines Flight No. 403, and that
I ROSSELLI departed from the airport in his ear which he had

parked there.
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On February 26, 1964, a Special Agent of the FBI
v observed ROSSELLI's car parked in frcnt of his residence at
L about 10:30 AM,

On February 28, 1964, a Special Agent of the FBI
observed ROSSELLI leave the Frilar's Club in Beverly Hills
in his 1963 Ford Thunderbird, California license NZJ 429, at

e about 2:47 PM, and ROSSELLI proceeded to 7959 West Third
lr;v: Street where he parked his car in the garage beneath the
: ffice building of

e

h oL, 106

observe WO meh come to ROSSELLI's artmen
) h personal belongings from the apartmem
Y, b7c not observe the car in which these men denzarted

F b2 On February 27, 196k, furnished information
4p that ROSSELLI had moved to Apartment 503, 1333 South Beverly
T b Glen Boulevard, Los Angeles, California.

S Observation of this apartment reveals that is a new
& "high rise" apartment bullding called Glen Towers. It is a
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luxurious apartment building. During the first few days in
March, observation by a Speclal Agent of the FBI at the garage
in ROSSELLI's new apartment failed to reveal his car parked

in the garage or a garage stall assigned to him.

On March 5, 1964, a telephone call was made to the
Glen Towers Apartment, telephone number 474-U4526, and 1n reply
to a request to speak to ROSSELLI, the switchboard girl stated
that Mr. ROSSELLI had not yet moved into the apartment.

as changed his residence to Aparimen

biﬁ) Glen Towers, on South Beverly Glen Boulevard in Los Angeles;

that ROSSELLI is having the apartment decorated and has not

yet moved in. said that he 1s of the opinion that

ROSSELLI was then inn Las Vegas at the Desert Inn Hotel; however,

he added that he did not know thls, it was Just his opinion.
sald that 1t was his impression that ROSSELLI's

rent 1or the apartment was around $600 or $650 per month.

An advertisement by the Wallace Molr Company, a
mortgage banking firm, which appeared in a recent issue of the
"Los Angeles Times" newspaper, revealed that this company had
arranged a loan of $2,100,000 for the Glen Towers, 1333 South
Beverly Glenn Boulevard, West Los Angeles, California, and
the advertisement described this apartment as "This high rise
apartment bullding contains some of the most beautiful and
luxurious apartments in the nation."

The advertisement further stated that the loan had

been arranged for HAL WISEMAN, ROY NORRIS, and Dor-kap
Investment Company.

- _ -, S .

1564, advised that on that
dat# arrive o8 Angeles from Las Vegas
at 5: and was accompanied by an unknown man who departed
the airport in a 1962 Chrysler Imperial bearing Califor

.iicense NGD iBiI which is reiistered tﬂ
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Informant further advised that JOHN ROSSELLI picked
upmt the airport and was not driving his
———— b 7C 19 underbird, but rather a 1964 Ford bearing dealer's
LT paper plates, the number of which the informant was unable to
obtain. The indices o

o f the Los Angeles Office contain no
e ______ e —

] It 1= noted that ROSSELLI has, in the past, been
to this hospltal for physical examinations and check ups.

7~
Mo
CONTACTS AND ASSOCIATES

' CERNING |
b 7¢ AND R

Information has been previously set oyt in ¢
L'7C" Investlgation indicating an asscciation betwee
and ROSSELLI, especially during several days Quring

of August, 1963,

/ _'
O S

f
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On 30, 1964melephonically
contacted SA and an appointment was made for the following

day for an ew.

: first met JOHN ROSS3} ghg fain)
' L requent ame to this restauran
' the men are generally accompanied also by
gl Tl ends, does not know ROSSELLI well and

on sees L O} requent occasiong and salgd
OI‘ ex L) -

ROSSELLI claims to be a movile producer’
knows no ng about his activities, his sources of incomT,

or s background.

b’?c
7D
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ROSSELLI prior to making this visit to Los Angeles, and
lv met him either at the restaurant or in Las Ve

trip was made during e v part of August.
arranged eservations believes he got them

ROSSELLI.%oes not know whether these were complimentary

reservations or whethep ROSSELL | paid thelr

bill, In an ent, did not pay the bill.
WD : ., renained in Lot Vegas £op only & day or
o and then returned to Los

b Te
Y'Y
T knows only as a good
. ' customer a W e uently comes
B with JOHN ROSSELLI.
m ROSSELLI on one occasion made the
remark tha e een ln prison, but he did not relate any
B of the details.

l In conclusion only knows

RSO CSSELLI casuall s positive that ROSSELLI never knew
5”1 prior to the summer of 1963, and that they ‘
- no bus

ess relationship.

A

‘ aka : N

,;iiA—}; ' ’;é0§)n

= - Y .
R Information has eviously reported in this
.}« investigation that girl friend of JOHN
P ROSSELLI. : - '7
ey
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SAs that she has
e met o ons
BeHy She stated that S a very nilce

— IndIvidual but she does not know
She first met ROSS
on an o¢casjion when
JOHN ROSSELLI was wit

, and

cecasi

livy

w
h

dislikes ROSSELLI even though he

1s a very fine !oo!ing man, She sa2ld he is on the crude side

and she conslidered ROSSELL

0 agsoclate with,

to be too o0ld for her

- 13 -
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On February 4, 1964, Special Agents of the FBI, at
approx1mately 2:25 PM, observed ROSSELLI's 1963 Ford Thunder-
bird, California license NZJ 4::5, parked in the 600 block of
La Cienega Boulevard directly across the street from the Bantam
Cock Restaurant. At approximately 2:40 PM an attendant moved
this car to the marques of the Bantam Cock where four men were
observed to enter the car and drive to Beverly Hills, where
they parked the car on the lot of ILitton Systems, 336 Foothill
Road, Beverly Hills, and all four men entered the Litton Systems

Office at this zddress.

- 35 -



T ¢ Stated that he was not acquainted With
anyone name HN r heard this his

- Informatiog has been previo t out in this
T e tmvertiestion et g - -
acquaintance of JOHN .
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GITIMATE ENTERPRISES

On the night of February 17, 1964, ROSSELLI was

observed by Special Agents of the FBI in las Vegas seated at &
table H in Las Vegas with
These

T ndividuals wer rst observed at gpproXimately and at
B about 9:30 PM and ROSSELLI left the lounge and entered

= L 7¢  the coffee shoD & hotel. A few minutes before 10 PM
. "lIlIIII!F!!IIIiIII!!!iiIIIIlII!!IIIIIII.II.III.III..I.. was
TR Tve o enter The coffee shop and talked a short time to

and ROSSELLI. Special Agents also observed ROSSELLI

- 38 -
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2
B

at#requent intervals during the period 1 AM to 7 AM on
YePruary 18, 1964, at the Desert Inn Hotel when ROSSELLI
left the lobby of the hotel, apparently to go to his room.

Interview of

—is a8 follows:
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1 January 22, 1964

qsaid that he may have met JOHN ROSSELLI on one
or two occasions, but he cannot definitelyrecall.

R Borcawr
AP N{'&
a

et
i
3

v -46
A TC on 1/16/64 lLas Vegas, Nevada File #m

S
by “nph/am Date dictated _

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB] and is ioaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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SALE OF ICE MACHINES

Information has been reported on numerous occasions
in this investigation that ROSSELLI purchases ice cube making
machines from Ajax West Ccast Corporation in Santa Barbara,
California, which he then resells to vari s Hotels.

i,ﬂ b")D
> GENERAL
On February 14, 1964, Special Agents of the FBI
L 7. in Las Vegas observ and JOHN ROSSELILI sitting
———— YT in a booth_ip the coffee ghop of the Horseshoe Club in Las
and two unknown individuals.
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Ui ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JuSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1l - USA, Los Angeles

Copy to: g .
(Atts Office of Special Prosecution)

Report of: L 76 Office: Los &rel-2, Californie

Date: /278D

Field Office File ¥: 92"113 Bureou File #: 92"3':-5-

Title: JOHN ROSELLI

Chﬁrﬁl‘:iii: &AMI - I-‘-J. ACMEE“.,"J

Synopsis

— \ 1964 until January 4, 1965; fr anuary 18,
1965 to February 1, 1965, and Reno and Las Vegas
from about February 8, 1965 to February 12, 1865
nd t to Las Ve'ra.s on February 2

- ——r—.
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LA 92-113
DETAILS:

>

AT LOS ANGL.ES, CALIFCRNIA

A Report of Birth filed by ROSSELLI in 1935
reflects his true name is spelled ROSELLI, however, Investigation
has shown that for many years he has spelled his name ROSSELLT,
and this is the spelling that will be used throughout this
report.

CURRENT RESIDENCE

ROSSELLI maintains a residence in Los Angeles,

ﬁf'; California at Apartment 803, Glen Towers A artments, 1333
L0 i S—

Eﬁiﬁi When ROSSELLI is in Las Vegas, Nevada, he usually
resides at the Desert Inn Hotel.

CURRENT ACTIVITIES
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LA 92-113

On January 14, 196&, bserved
ROSSELLI leaving the Friars Club in ever s at

4 approximately 11:20 p.m, ROSSELLT walked to the Linden-
ﬁ\yf Wilshire Building, 9735 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills,

- -9-




LA §2-113

where he has been observed to go on other occasions to visit
his doctor.
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( On January 28, 1965, information was received

from the Las Vegas Office that ROSSELLI did not check out
of the Desert Inn Hotel from Janmary 19, 1965 through January

—— 25, 1965 and that he was observed at the Desert Inn on the
morning of January 26, 1965,

v—T.'-nu

R
e

126? i iﬁroxmately 11:30 a.m.,
nshaserved ROSSELLT in

( On January 6
sac BEAN W, ELSON_ang A

At i AN WA hid kA

b?C conversation with

-]l
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LA 92-113

Ehad previously been observed in a long conversation

while walking around the pool at the Desert Inn Hotel.

ROSSELLL was observed to leave the casino and Jjoin
here they talked for some time. ROSSELL

then returned to the casino and in a few minutes was observed

walking to the Country Club accompanied by an unknown white
male,

On January 27, 1965, Special Agents of the Las
Vegas Office endeavored to locate m
mas Vegas and it was determined that she was

allegedly in Los Angeles where she would remain for approximately
one week.

ROSSELLI was observed at the Desert Inn Country
Club on January 29, 1965 b at which time
ROSSELLI was tallking with

On the night of February 1, 1965, ROSSELLI was

observed by ok e Las Vegas Office in the
company of
at the closed eircuit fight on televisi e tHaclenda

Botel.
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On February 11, 1965, Special Agents of the Las
Vegas Office observed ROSSELLI having lunch at the Desert

Inn Hotel.

On February 15, 1965, a Special Agent of the FBI

observed ROSSELLI leave his apartment at about 11:24 AM, in
— his Pontiac sutomobile. He stopped at a gasoline station at
R Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Glen Boulevard, and then
proceeded to the San Diego Freeway south to the Santa Monicsa
Freeway, east to the Santa Ana Freeway, and south on the Santa
Ana Freeway. At approximately 1:02 PM, ROSSELLI was proceeding
south on Highway 101, towards San Diego and was about halfwap
between San Diego and Los Angeles.

PN S I U

On February 16, 1965, a Special Agent of the FBI
;o observed ROSSELLI leave his apartment at about 11:30 AM, and
;i\g; proceed in his Pontiac to Beverly Hills, California.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO . Mr. DeLoach / paTE: May 23, 1966
DECLASS szpm's?{ ;/"Vrl =23 o Ve
. oN_ = /‘f -
FROM : J., H. Gale (7raA N;o «,eata 20 per '
/ /) Led oho £ Becos Fl780 Qe
P L

SUBJECT: JOHh’ﬁOSELLI, also known as - (5%%
ANTI-RACKETEERING ‘jﬁé\B T’

The Central Intelligence Agency recently advised
s of a contact Roselli made with Colonel Sheffield Edwards,
ﬁfjg former Director of Security, now retired. Roselli, a

§Q€4 member of the Chicago "family" of La Cosa Nostra who

! ‘ represents their interests in Las Vegas and on the west
coast, was contacted by Agents of the Los Angeles Division
shortly before this and they apparently touched a sensitive
2- 0 spot. Colonel Edwards, who obviously contacted Roselli in
g the past, thought he looked worried and distraught. The
contact by our Los Angeles Agents flushed Roselli out and
he went to the Central Intelligence Agency for protection.
Central Intelligence Agency, in the past, compromised them-
selves by dealing with Roselli when they had him contact
Sam Giancana, head of the Chicago "family" of La Cosa Nostra, .’
lto get someone to assassinate CaStr°;/F§i/L*)

wet B

Los Angeles Agents recently selected Roselli as a
target to develop him as a top echelon criminal informant
and in the alternative to put pressure on him to develop

information, leading to his possible deportation s Angeles
‘ﬁ!? oped information through a
3 L that Rosellils true is Fellpe sacco at he
a

)CT2acco, S
was broyght to the Unitéd States as a child and his mother,ToperRu
an alien, still resides in Boston, Massachusetts. 1n S
Roselli's youth, he assumed the name John Roselli, using

this iden,tity to the present time, J.z 67 7/ Z

o -On May 6, 1966, Agents 1n the Angeles Division
2 .contacted Roselli in Beverly Hills, Cali ornia, and confronted
- “him with compromising information concerning his true identity.
The Agents suggested that Roselli secretly meet them to dis-

S PN IR TR

/’ cuss this matter. About one hour after Roselli was contacted,
L James Cantillon, Roselli's attorney, called the Los Angeles
‘&\ Office and told the contacting- Agent that if the—EBl.dasired to
1 - Mr., DelLoach _ T MAY 25 1965
——— 1 --Mr, Sam Papich ‘ P
X = Mr, Gale ’ ——— o
1 - Mr. McAndrews CONTINUED - OVER q/;
1 - Mr. P.~J. Mohr ‘ ;

5

—~)

PIM:tim
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Memorandum to Mr. Deloach
Re: John Roselli

interview Roselli, it would have to be done in Cantillon's
presence, Cantillon was told we desired to interview
Roselli, but not in the presence of an attorney. Shortly
after the contact was made with Roselli, he suddenly departed
Los Angeles, as now determined from Central Intelli eﬂfe/>
-ﬁ%i v

' Agency, to secretly make contact with that agency

ACTION:

This matter will be followed with the Central
Intelligence Agency through the Liaison Section. The
Los Angeles Office will be advised of Roselli‘s contact
with Central Intelligence Agency so they can capitalize
on his inner turnmoil to develop him as a top echelon
criminal informant regarding his vast knowledge of the

Chicago La Cosa Nostra.?ﬁs) W
‘/ DgLinet

: “-'H’ ‘Ji_f
/
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REFORTING OFFICE QOFFI|CE OF ORIGIN

1OS ANGELES

LOS ANGELES

INVESTIGATIVE FERLOD

6  2/15/66 - 5/17/66

DATE

i
5/e3/

TITLE OF CASE

JOHN ROSELLI, aka

T

4 £

REPORT MADE BY -~

57¢ | il

CHARACTER OF CASE

AR

{

HL

report of oM ENGRP:::-c 2/23/66 at

o

REFERENCES:

s S Los Angeles. .

& : Los Angeles teletype to Bureau 3/9/66. .

R Las Vegas airtels to Los Angeles 3/17 and 30/00
oo and 4/14 and 25/66.

G T - P-

j:)_i ~ ENCLOSURES

< ~_ TO BUREAU n

Two {2) coples of a letterhead memorandum setting

forth caracterization of informants used in this report.

g~ b7¢

R Case pending for over one year
’» Case pending prosecution for morgthan six months 374
B —_ A L [[L - _
\.'A - APPROVED, ' * r spﬁ:n: :::Ar‘fA?a%im DO NQT WRITE N SPACES BELOW
<35 Y comies papEY \, ) o
P b7 Q23242+ 797 wes

-1 - ysSA, Los Angeles
(Attention:
Speclal Prosecutions
2 - Las Vegas (92-467)(RM

- COPIES DEs?rn?nIES Angeles (92-113}

4 ’.. Bureau (92-32671‘3&31&.._—2)
Office of

16 JUN 2 1966

————
S ——

3

Notatians

We}ﬂﬂﬂon Record of Attached Report
v X

Agency

Reguest Recd.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.
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LA 92-113

in the San Diego "Capo Regima" of LCN and that BOMPENSIERO
freguently meets with JOHN ROYSELLI,
On 4/25/66, Special Agents of the FBI observed

BOMPENSIERC enter the Fox and Hounds Restaurant on Wilshire
Boulevard in Santa Monica, California Just before 12:00 noon.

frfhf After entering the restaurant, BOMPENSIERO went to the bar
R where he sat down.
.,.*‘__\_vj 2 _ 9 m“ m~vmvem sl T Df\ onT [

Special Agents of the observed JOHN ROSSELLI ente
this restaurant at about 12: 15 p. m on 4/25/66, and he was
observed to go to the bar and speak to BOMPENSIERO and then
they moved to a booth where they sat together and had lunch.

Both ROSELII and BOMPENSIERO left the restaurant
shortly after 1:00 p.m.

INFORMANTS

;
|
|
|
|
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AT LAS VEGAS, NEVADA: Will continue to conduct
investigation concerning ROSILII's activities in Las Vegas.

LEADS

LAS VEGAS

LOS ANGELES

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: Will conduct continuing
investigatlion concerning ROSSELLI'S activities,

- D¢ -
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FD-7 4 {Rev, 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Los Angeles (Attn: Office of Special Investigations)
A

g::1d= 528/ 06 Ofice: L©OS Angeles, California

Field Office File :  92-113 Bureau File #: 92-3267

Title: JOHN ROSELLI

Character: ANTI-RACKETEERING

vanly
A Y

T o Synopsis: ROSSELLI resides at Apart ent 803, 1333 South v v
o Glen Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, During past
N three months, he has made numerous trips to Las Vegas,

Nevada,
9V

7

4

where he stayed at the Desert Inn Hotel

This document contatns neither recommendations nor cenclusions of the FBI. It is the propertiy of the FB! and is logned to
your agency; it and its contents Qre not to be distributed outside your agency.
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LA 92-113

DETAILS:
AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

A Report of Birth filed by ROSSELLI in 1935 at
Chicago, Illinois, reveals his true name is spelled ROSELLI
however, 1nvestigation has shown that for many years he
has spelled his name ROSSELLI and this 1is the spelling

that will be used throughout this report,

CURRENT RESIDENCE

ROSSELLI maintains a residence in Los Angeles,

L California, at Apartment 803 Glep Towers Apartments, 1333
. : 0 South ﬁverli Glen Boulevardl _
=\ T

F
iijgﬂ ROSSELLI makes numerous trips to Las Vegas,
A Nevada, and in nearly every instance, he has resided at
R the Desert Inn Hotel in Las Vegas.

CURRENT ACTIVITIES
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L: 92-113

3 Observation by Special Agents of the FBI revealed
R the following information:

On April 26, 1966, ROSSELLI had not left his

apartment as of 4:30 p.m.
U On April 27, 1966, ROSSELLI left his apartment
5*']% alone at 12:35 p.m. and went directly to the Friars Club
Basca g in Beverly Hills and was still there as of 4:00 p.m.

On April 28, 1966, ROSSELLI left the apartment
alone at 12:06 p.m. and went directly to the Friars Club
- and was still there at 4:00 p.m.

{ On Friday, April 29, 1966, ROSSELLI left his
B apartment at 12:05 p.m. and went directly to the Friars
3 Club and was still there as of 5:30 p.m.
S on worday May 2, 1966, ROSSELLI left his apartment
alone at 12:15 p.m. and went directly to the Friars Club
and was =till there as of 4:15 p.m.
— On Tuesday, May 3, 1966, ROSSELLI left his

apartment alone at 11:03 a.m.

T et r ik i

On May 4, 1966, ROSSELLI left his apartment
alone at 11:40 a.m, and drove to the Beverly Hillcrest

Hotel, t 1;: he left the Beverly Hillcrest Hotel
with and the two men drove in ROSSELLI's
car to the corner o Cienega Boulevard and Wilshire

- 12 -




LA ©92-113

b‘,f/ Boulevard in Beverly Hills, where m
got out of the car and ROSSELLI proceeded rectly to
the Friars Club, where he arrived at 1:40 p.m.

On May 5, 1966, ROSSELLI left his apartment
shortly after noon and proceeded to Beverly Hills,

At approximately 10:00 p.m. on May 16, 13966,
# ROSSELLI was observed in the lounge of the Desert Inn
e Hotel by Speclal Agents of the FBI,

On May 8, 1966, Special Agents of the FBI observed
ELLI in the caslno of the Desert Inn Hotel at approximately
0

Q2 .., where he conferred briefly with NN -
b’)c W After a brief conversation with these men,
wag observed leaving the casino and walking toward

4
10
2]

f the Desert Inn Country Club.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

LT Los Angeles, California
May 2@, 1966

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. LA 92-113

Title JOHN ROSELLI

AU

Character ANTI-RACKETEERING }J

Reference Report of SA P
dated and captioned as above

at Los Angeles.

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished relisble
information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FB! and t5 [oaned to your agency: it and its contents are not to be distribyted pytside
your agency.
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ADMINISTRATIVE

The identities of the individuals who furnished

informat not be dis-

AFFILIATION WITH LA CASA NOSTRA (LCN) MEMBERS

Information has been previously set out in this
investigation that FRANK BOMPENSIERO is presently a "soldier"

- B -
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B ~pExEd on information set oUut—IW this report

’
FD-263 (Rev. 9-17-65) -0 )

.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

105 ANGELES

DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

2/6/67 - 3/1/67

-REFORTING OFFICE

10S ANGELES

M ls {nn'!

TITLE OF CASE "REPORT MADK 8Y

CHANGED of
Jﬁfﬁéﬁ ELLI, aka

T-‘*thn Sacco (TN),

Flllippo Sacco,
Filipo Sacco,
Philippo Sacco,

TYPED BY

'} Phillippo Sacco,
"\‘ Piritiipo—Secco; ‘T
Philip Sacco ‘I’O}f\cR / "
, N The t\g of this case\as\een ma%\ charged’ /
- add subject's t™Ne name of FYILIPPO BACCO and to adf the

(Sacco, AM1lippo -
acco,armd PHEilip[Bacao

itional aliases ol Fillippqg¥Sacco, Filipo
OSacco, Phillippd)sacco, Phillip

REFERENCE: Report of dated 1/31/67 b-)o

et Los Angeles.

DE. LAQJL/F&F%BY-?* QQ’M/ [Zo %

2/ & | Jn.’.ﬂﬂtfﬂ-) :p,n

ENCLOSURE CXIA Info fc ,sc.J per
Yohh &, Bacew’ F/21/30

FOR BUREAU

Two (2) copies of & letterhead memgrandum set ing
forth characterization of informants used in this report.

hY
Case has been an ing over one year i\'el [C] Ne; Pending prosecution over six months ] Yeas m No !EE ] ’
1 ! SPECIAL AGENT oo noT writE W sPAcES BELOW -1
corigs kil 2, = ; .
See%)r Page B %“ 62/ 32\6 7 T 75{1\‘"%127
A
n’ As
W 1 —
lNé g 3 MAR 16 1967

F
P

Dissemination Record of Attached Report

Agency n g . 4 1 Bk .
Request Recd. | = I' = ) ! 1

Date Fwd.

T | \.@/ h);ﬁ
w&é.;n?é N @ 7{\9/ f:,

Crime and Racketeering ’

How Fwd, B . | 4
S e S :

i (dad—
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LA 62-113

Coples Made

- Bureau {$2-3267)(Frex2)(RM)
- USA, Los Angeles (RM)

(Attn: Office of Special Prosecution)
Boston (¢2-458)(RM)

Chicago (92-398%(Inf0 (RM)

las Vegas (92-467)(RM

Miami (92-517)(Info)(RM)

New York (92-721)(RM

San Francisco {92-6%)(Info) (RM)

San Diego (92-184)(Info)(RM)
Washington Field (22-715)(Info)(RM)
Los Angeles (G2-113)

- B -
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P ADMINISTRATIVE

& Information copies are being sent to the offices
indicated inasmuch as they have conducted investigation in
this case in the past and in the future may have leads to

cover.

For over forty years subject has used the name
JOHN ROSSELLI. In 1Q36 he filed & report of birth in Chicago,
I1linois, in the name of JOHN ROSELLI. However, because he
has for many years spelled his name ROSSELLI this is the

spelling that will be used throughout this report, The

i title will be continued as JOHN ROSELLI.

- C -
COVER PAGE
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FD-3C2 (Hev., 4-15-64) ( . ‘
. EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI.

Date May 12, 1966

At 12:06 PM, JOHN ROSSELLI was personally
contacted at the corner of Rodeo Drive and Brighton Way,
Beverly Hills, California. HKe was alone and walking east on
Brighton wWay.

Agents identified themselves and ROSSELLI
promptly said, "See my attorney".

— @@

l;1 C advised ROSSELLI that the FBI knew

that ROSSELLI's true name was FILIPPO SACCO; that we knew
vhere he was born and when he entered the United States;
that we had a copy of his birth certificate and a photograph
of his mother and of ROSSELLI when he was a younghov in
grade school in Boston. He was advised by Agen that
the FBI was the only agency that knew his true name was
FILIPPO SACCO. He refused to look at the birth certificate
or the photographs and said, "Go see my attorney. I don't

know what you are talking about."

ROSSELLI was advised by both Agents that he
could help the FBI if he would cooperate and that the
Agents would like to make an appointment to see him at
DuPar's Restaurant, d¢ Oaks, California on Mondey,
May 9, 1966. Agentﬁ:ndeavored to hand ROSSELLI a
card with DuPar's address on it. ROSSELLI started to
reach for the card and then pushed it away and said egain,

"Go see my attorney."

The name FILIPPO SACCO was mentioned to
ROSSELLI several times during the contact which lasted about
two to three minutes. During the interview ROSSELLI kept

walking east on Brighton Way.

ROSSELLI was asked to think about this matter and
to contact agents if he desired to cooperate with the FBI.

on - 5/5/66 , _ Beverly Hills, Californis. . Los Angeles 92-113 G

' sas S o
5/10/66
oy S Date dictated 97+

¥ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It i i
: : ‘ . It is the property of th I an
your agency, 1t and its contents arc not to be distributed outside your agency. property of the FB d is loaned to

U T -
LOUVLER Y

E
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On 5/25/56 ROSSELLI was interviewed alone for
approximately one half hour by SA He was advised in
general of the facts known to the FBI concerning his true
identity. He was informed that the FBI had learned this

through painstaking thorough discreet investigation involving
the search of numerous records; that the Bureau's next step
would normally te an open investigation into the past under

the name I'TLIPPO SACCO; that the use of a Federal Grand Jury
woculd te considered in such an investigation; that the FBI

knows he is a member of an Italian association and has
associated with numerous persons throughout the United States
who are members of this organization; that the FBI knows that he
is knowledgable of facts concerning many phases of gambling
activities in Las Vegas, Nevada; that the Bureau is interested
in receiving the type of information that ROSSELLI has; and

his cooperation was solicited.

During this interview ROSSELLI refused to answer any
guestions whatsoever, At the close of the interview he made
nc comment except to request that the interviewing Agent repeat
the atove statements in the presence of his attorney. This was
not done, and ROSSELLI was requested to think this matter
over. He was advised of & meeting place and was requested to

o Fmem f

be there on 5/27/65 if he desired to cooperate.
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0 56 Attor JAMES CANTILLON telephonically
contacted S nd stated that he had had a long talk
with JOHN ROSSELLI and that ROSSELLI will not meet Agents on
5/27/66. CANTILLON then said, "So we'll be seeing you, I

guess." W\

On 5/17/56 during the conversation with CANTILLON
he advised that on Tuesday afterncon, 5/10/66, he and
ROSSELLI left Los Angeles by alrplane for New York City

and that CANTILLON returned on 5/12/66 and ROSSELLI returned
on 5/13/65. CANTILION did not state the reason for this trip.

However, it is known that on 5/12/66 I contact
Colonel SHEFFIELD EDWARDS, for:c £ i £

, former Director of Security of
Central Intelligence Agency in Washington, D.C., and related
£ohim The Tact thHat He Fad teen contacted ty FBI Agents.

He told Colonel EDWARDS that the FBI Agents left at his
apartment a picture of a woman and of a thild about four
years old. He told Colonel EDWARDS that the child was
himself at that age. Colonel EDWARDS tried to get more
details concerning the woman tut ROSSELLI s, according

to Colonel EDWARDS, very touchy on this.j}éf(b%)

By airtel dated 12/25/65 the Bureau advised that
Central Intelligence Agency feels that an appearance by
Colonel EDWARDS as a witness would "open the door" to
protable exposure of an extremely sensitive intelligence
operation and that Central Intelligence Agency officials
admit that ROSSELLI has that agency in an unusually vulnerable

position.

It is noted that after the original approach to
ROSSELLI on 5/5/66 a picture of ROSSELLI's mother and a
picture of himself as & young toy in grade school were placed
in an envelope end left at ROSSELLI's apartment.\\

It is further noted that on 5/10
and CANTILION proceeded to 7 k Cj

. Wwelch and Edward P. Morgan,
EDWARD P. MORGAN is a former inspector of the

3
FBI. |
s

,TOP>\CRET
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INFORMANTS

LAS VEGAS

AT 1LAS VEGAS, NEVADA: Will continue to conduct
investigation concerning ROSSELLI's activities in Las Vegas.

10S ANGELES
AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: Will conduct continuing
investigation concerning ROSSELLI's activities.

(2) ¥ill maintain contact with AUSA RICHARD COLEMAN,
Chief, Special Prosecutions Unit, USA's Office.

The New York and Eoaston Offices currently have pending
investigation in this matter. These leads are not being

‘restated and future leads will te sent out by separate

communication.
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UN. ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ju TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CONF?ENTIAL

Copy to: 1 - USA, Los Angeles (R.M)
(Attn Office of Specilal Prosecution)

Report of: _ Ly Ofic: LOS Angeles, Callfornia

. o7 v
Date: we s

Fisld Office File s: $92-113 Bureou File 2:  92-3267

JOHN ROSEIIT
Lo ke

dal
mie: W WiLLY AN Addd

Charagte: ~  ANTI-RACKETEERIN

Synopsis: Additional allases of ROSSELLI determined to be
, Filippo Sacco, Fillippo Sacco, Filipo Sacco,
) Philippo Sacco, Philliippe Sacco, Phillipo Sacco,
. and Philip Sacco. ROSSELLI, FBI Number 333 998,
claims birth at Chicago, 1111n01s, on 7/4/04 on
the basis of a Report of Birth, filed in Chicago

4y 1026 whirkh eote FPArdr hio Ffafthanle roms oo
— LI} 1350 WOICN Sevs I0IXL0 Nib 1auvner’'s Halle as

VINCENZO and his mother's name as MARIA. FBI
Laboratory examination of signatures on the Report

of Birth and on an Affidavit of Birth which supports
the Report of Birth, reveals the signatures to be

forgeries,

2/ 18/
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,f
DELAYED BIRTH CERTIFICATE FILED IN
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, IN 1935

Bureau of Vital Statistics
County Clerk, Cook County
Chicago, Illinois

These records contain a report of birth {(certified
copy of which is maintained in the Los Angeles files) Number
14328, filed June 1, 1936, which contains the following
information:

Name of child GIOVANNI ROSELLI
Sex Male
Race or color White

Numbter of children

of this mother 3
How many now living 2
Date of this birth July 4, 1904
Place of tirth 120 Grand Avenue
Residence of mother 199 Grand Avenue
Place of birth of

father Italy, Age 29
Place of birth of

mother Italy, Age 23
Name of mother MARIA ROSELLI
Maiden name of

mother MARIA RUSSO
Name of father VINZENZO ROSELLI
Occupation of .

father Latorer
Reported by JOSEPH EVANGELISTA

5642 Belleplaine

Date June 1, 1936

These reccrds also contain an affidavit of tirth
(certified copy of which maintained in the Los Angeles file)
which reflects that JOSEPH EVANGELISTA being first sworn,
states that he is a cousin of GIOVANNI ROSELLI,

e ENTIAL
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and that he has full inowledge of the facts regarding the birth
of said GIOVANNI RGSELLI are true and correct. The affidavit
further reflects that the mid-wife who attended the birth “is
now deceased” - "cannot be located." (One of these phrases

was to be crossed out but neither was, The affidavit is

signed by JOSEPH EVANGELISTA and reflects that he signed this
before JOHN B. OLSON, a notary public, on June 1, 1936
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MU

- On Octoter 2 1958, the FBI laboratory advised that
r 1(/ examnination of the known signatures of JOSEPH EVANGELISTA AN
' b . with the JOSEPH EVANGELISTA signature on the affidavit

\ of birth, was made and it was concluded that the JOSEFPH

EVANG?LISTA signature on the affidavit was not written by
JOSEPH EVANGELIST

= Recorii giilil iiiii if Pfsnr-olei
g )51!) United ates Army, Specia ee

of United States Senate to Investigate
Organized Crime in Interstate Commerce
(Kefauver Committee)

mentioned atove.

These records reflect ROSSELLI's birth date as
June b4, 1905, at Chicago, Illinois, rather than July 4, 1904.
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*"INFORMATION CONCERNING
., i : TTTNMOATAIZA ANTY MATITA QACOA
| atid VINULNLYU AND MARLHA oHAULU

The records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, State
: Boston, Massachusetts, were checked ty IC ”
L?(, ﬁon March 25, 27, and April 10 and 29, 1964, which
rerlected the followlng:

- VINCENZQ SACCO, 13 Belmont Street,
Somerville, Massachusetts, a white male,
born 1884 in Italy. Died October la, 1918,
Somerville, Massachusetts, at age 34 years.
’“‘ Married; wife MARIA; occupation of deceased,
laborer. Father, FELIPPE SACCO, born in Italy.
Mother, TERESA CALAZI, born in Italy. Cause
;) of death, influenza. Contritutory, Pneumonia

(Broncho$; Doctor, H.M. STOODLEY, 283 Highland
Avenue. Place of turial, Holy Cross Cemetary,
Malden, Massachusetts, on Octokter 15, 139149.
Undertaker, J.A. LANGONE, 30 Prince Street,
Boston, Massachusetts. Volume 108, page 123.

.,_,'_,
-
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PHILIP SACCO died at the Medfield State Hospital,

—_— Medfieldi Massachusetts. These records reflected that PHILIP
SACCO, 15 Webster Avenue, East Boston, Massachusetts, married

adld Dttt il e W A e A

age 60 years, as of the time of his death (Decemter é, 1917)
at the Medfield State Hospital, was born in Italy. His
occupation was listed as tailor. His father's name was listed
as GIASCINTO SACCO, born in Italy; mother GUISA., The cause
of the death was "pulmonary tuberculosis.“” The place of
burial was the Holy Cross Cemetery on December 12, 1917.

)
>
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The records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, State
House, Boston, Massachusetts, where checked by IC JOHN M,
CRAWFORD in March and April of 1964 which reflected the
following information:

The records reflect that one BALILEA SACCO,
a male, born July 22, 1912, at Boston, Massachusetts,
his father was VINCENZO and his mother was MARY A, PASCALE,
both born in Italy. His father was a shoemaker and resided
at 376 Summer Street, Roston, Massachusetts.

VINCENT SACCO, 31 Cherry Street, Summerville,
Massachusetts, a white male, single, died May 30, 1936, in
Brookline, Massachusetts, at age 24 years. Born in Boston;
occupation, fruit dealer; father, VINCENT; mother, MARIE
DE PASQUALE, both born -in Italy. Cause of death, pulmonary
tuberculosis. Doctor, ANTHONY BARONE, 282 Hanover Street,
Boston. Place of bturial, Holy Cross Cemetery, Malden,

Tl o wd -1 TACQITITIT A T AR ARTTY -,

Massachusetts., Undertaker, JOSEPH A. LANGONE, JR., 190
North Street, Boston, Massachusetts. VINCENT SACCO was born
in 1912. Volume 29, page 3G0. (Person who furnished this
information, WILLIAM SACCO, brother, 31 Cherry Street,
Summerville.)

”
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- Records of Marrlege, State House, Boston,
Mascachusetts, as checlied on October 5, 1966, revealed that
in Voluwae 1, Pas ge 99, the following was set forth regarding
LOUIS ~A060 uncle of ROSELLI:

Place of Marriage Boston
Date of Harriage March 5, 1916

Name: . LOUIS SACCO MARY STASIO
- Residence: 86 Chelsea Street - 4 oliver Court
£ Occupation: Shoemaker Candy maker
P Born: Italy, ege 27 Boston, age 24
- Feather: FILIPPO SACCO AITTOHIO STASIO
-

Mother: TERESA COLOZZI ROSE CICATELLI

3 )
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The Records of Death, State House, Boston,
as checked on October 5, 1966, revealed the followlng

information in Volume
uncle of ROSELLI:

Date ¢f Dzath:
Place ¢f Death:
Fether;

Yother:
Resldence:
Cause of Death:
Husband of:
Agce:
Occupation:
Business: -
Place of Birth:
Place of Burlal:

17, Page 269, for LOUIS SACCO,

May 24, 1960

Boston

PHILIP SACCO, born 1in Italy
TERESA GALOZZI

563 lain Street, Stoneham, Massachuzs

Pneuronia

MARY BTASIO

71 years

Retired Shoeworker

Copley Shoe Company

Italy

Ozk Grove, ledford, Massechusetts,
on May 23, 1960

(Note: Szme mother and father as on Death Record of
brother, VINCENZO SACCO, who died on October 13, 1918.
VUICENZO is the father of ROSZLLI).

64
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INTERVIEWS OF JOHN ROSSELLI

On May 5, 19 SSELLI was approached ty SA's
and n the streets in Beverly
is, California, and was informed that the FBI was aware

of his true identity as PHILIP SACCO and Agents would like
to talk to him. He stated he did not know what the Agents
were talking abtout, advised Agents to see his attorney, and
walked away.

1365, ROSSELLI was interviewed alone
h arrangements made through
his ettorney, He was again advised that
the FBI knew his true en ¥y, btut he refused to answer
any questiogns d on May 26, 1966, his attorney telephonically
advised Schat ROSSELLI would not meet again with
Agents. :

On May 25

bty SA
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[J Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[J For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

92-3267- 75'//40 //2 _//3

P 00.0.0.:0.0.6.0.0.0:0.0 9:0.0.0.0:0.0.9.0:¢
X DELETED PAGE(S) X
)6,0.6.90.4 X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
XUXHXK X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXX P0.0.0.0.00.0.0.00.0.0.000.00.06094

FBI/DOJ



4-750 {Rev. 12-14-88) XXKXXKX
XXHKXX
XHAKKX
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

/L Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion,

w Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for reilease to you.

Section 552 Section 552a

O (b)1) (3 (L)THA) O (dys)
O (b)) O (bX7XB) U i
O (5)3) O o)}7x0) O o)
? (b)(7)(D) O )

(b)(7)E O ki

3 (b)7)(F) O s

B (bx4) L) (b)8) O (kx3)
O (bxs) O (ex9) O xi6)
3 (v)s) 1 (k%7

[J Information pertained only to a third party with no reterence to vou or the subject of vour
request.

[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

] Documents originated with another Government agency{ies). These documents were referred
to that agencyviies) for review and direct response 1o you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agencyiies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reasonis):

(O For your information:

,Ef The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

92-3267- H e 7/

e -/
)9.9.:0.6.6.0.0.0.0.0.6.0.9.0.9.0.0.6.0.9.0,4
X DELETED PAGE(S) X
XXXAXX X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
).4.0.6.9.4.4 X FOR THIS PAGE X
XAXXXX ) 9.9.9.0.0.0.0.0.9.6.:4.0.9.9.0.8.9.9.0.9.0.4
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FEDERAL BUREAU
Los Angeles,

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Title

Character

Reference

ALl sources {except any

UNITED STATES DEPAR MENT OF JUSTICE

OF INVESTIGATION
california

JOHN ROSELLI

LIC

ANTI-RACKETEERING
Report of SA

dated and captioned as above
at Ios Angeles, Californisa.

1isted below) whose identities

are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliagble

information in the past.
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Transmit the following in

AIRTEL L |
e Via (Priority) |
e e e e e e e e e e e o — ——— e e —————————— - — — —— i — — ) S,
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (92-3267)
) r
— FROM: ‘ﬂ$ac, BOSTON (92-458) (P)
A
SUBJECT: JOHN ROSELLI, Aka.
AR
00: LOS ANGELES
|,
7 \\ d Re Los Angeles teletype, 2/2/68,

A6 1hev. 5-22.64) (

FBI
Date: 3/.13/68
PLAINTEXT

{Type in plaintext or codel

For the information of the NYO, JOHN ROSELLI is

Los Angeles. He has assumed the nsme of ROSELLI since
approximately 1923, He 1s under Federal indictment in
Los Angeles on a charge of fallure to register as an alien.

In summary, JOHN ROSELLI born as FILLIPPO SACCO,
common name PHILIP, 7/4/05, Esperia, Italy. His father was

g N amwe BMADTA nawmA Lo AT A s Pred N
VINCENZO, his mother MARIA and he is oldest child in family

of 5 children, other children being VINCENT (deceased),
ALBERTO, CONCETTA and EDITH. In 1911 PHILIP SACCO and his
mother entered the U.S. from Italy and joined his father
in Boston, Mass., where all succeeding SACCO children born.

In 1923, FILLIPPO SACCO, DOB 9/14/05, left Boston
and within the next year completely discarded his true
identity and took on the identity of JOHN ROSELLI.

3 - Bureau (92-3267 %

2 - New York (92-712) encls. 3)

2 - Los Angeles ég2-11 t%’
REC-35

' i - Boston (92-

bq('/ o Lo @‘I‘

P

an important LCN member belonging to Chicago family, residing

L 4

Approved: ' C. Sent
b ‘ t‘ﬂHn\ £ ESPG‘-'-Nj Agent in Charge




BS 92-458

On 10/20/67, Federal Grend Jury, Los Angeles, indicted

ROSELLI with failure to register as alien. FBI is handling
case. Trial is scheduled 4/2/68. Evidence to be used this

il Wl el N iy Bt Ny L S Nl Wil ikt

trial is circumstantial since no available witnesses identified
to testify that JOHN ROSELLI and PHILIP SACCO are identical.

Since this case scheduled for trial 4/2/68, Bureau
has Instructed all leads in this case receive priority attention.

Enclosed herewith for the NYO are 3 photographs of

subject for assistance in their investigation.




BS 92-458

e e s bt o e P,

Investigation continulng.
Details to follow.
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L lay 27, 1968
- Mr. DeLoach
- Mr. Rosen

Y5 5205903

JOHN ROSELLI
ANTI-RACKETEERING

et

2y

On May 23, 1968, John Roselli was convicted after a
jury trial in United States District Court, Los Angeles,
California, on six counts charging him, as Filippo Sacco, with
failure to register as an alien and failure to advise the
R Attorney General of his changes of address for the years 1963
o through 1967.

Co John Roselli is the west coast representative of
; Sam Giancanm's Chicago La Cosa Nosira family. He is a former
lieutenant of Al Capone, Roselll was copvicted in the infamous
Bioff-Browne case and was sentenced to prison for ten years in
1944 for plotting the extortion of millions from film producers
and a8 8tudio union. He has been a lifelong companion and
representative of such hoodlum figures as Frank Costello,
Al Capone, Murray Humphreys and others. =
=
Extensive investigation by this Bureau into the
activities of this hoodium developed evidence that Roselli was
sctuslly born in Italy as Filippo Sacco and had forged birth
records indicating his birth as John Roselli in Chicago; Illinois.

wE

'
bR

Roselli's trial lasted an entire month. Roselli admitted
his identity as Sacco but in his defense contended he had
derivative citizenship based on the marrisge of his mother to a
naturalized United States citizen. With information we had
obtained at Boston, Massachusetts, and in Italy, this purported
marriage was proved to be bigamous and invalid and as Such did mot
pass derivative citizenship to Roselli. ' _ L/,f

SAY 281963
COMM-FBY

e
MALLED A

=
.

o |
-\
C

John Roselli has also been indicted on seven counts
pertaining to his interstate gambling sactivities as a result of
our investigation into extensive cheating at the plush
Priars Club at Beverly Hills, California, - He is scheduled to
o to trial on these additional charges in oagl!JJune. 1968.

This conviction is regarded as a substantial achievement
n thig'Buresau’8:qentinuing war a leading hoodiums in this

Tele,
Holmes
Geondy

SEE NOTE PAGE 2.

bV

TELETYPE UNIT
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NOTE: The Los Angeles Office has conducted an extensive
investigation into the activities of La Cosa Nostra hoodlum
John Roselli. John Roselli is a notorious member of the
hoodlum hierarchy, a former lieutenant of Al Caponeg, who was
convicted in the extortion case involving Bioff-Browne in 1944,
In an investigation, evidence was produced that hé is actually
Filippo Sacco, born in Italy. He never acquired United States
citizenship. 1In 1923 he adopted the identity of John Roselli
and forged birth records in Chicago. We have investigated his
activities also with relation to the Friars Club cheating at
Beverly Hills, Calif, We indicted him for failure to register
as an alien and notify the Attorney General of changes of address.
After a trial lasting an entire month and involving expedite
investigation in Boston and in Italy to disprove a surprise
phony claim of derivative citizenship, Roselli was convicted
on all six pounts. This is a substantial blow at an important
member of the La Cosa Nostra Empire, and the Attorney General
is being advised of his conviction.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES rIGATION

REPQRTING OCFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
LOS ANGELES LOS ANGELES 2/10/69 2/4/69
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE— | TYPED BY
JOUN ROSELLI, aka CHARACTER OF CASE b 7(/

AR

REFERENCE: Los Angeles teletype to Bureau dated 2/3/69.

E >
_j Ef; -P-
L=
-; 255 ENCIOSURES
o 2 TO BUREAU
SO R '
i ts k= Three (3) copies of parole report and one (1) copy
3 .S of disposition sheet.
e O
et £
o0
5 Z 1,0S ANGELES
a AT 10S ANGELES, CALIF, Will continue to conduct
- investigation concerning activities of the subject.
_ ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ACQUIT case ras seen:
‘ conwc.lAuvo. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS oe oven one vEAR [K)vEs [no
1.[}4 s I
APPROVED !9 5 C/ B / DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
G732 4 74 1015w
i - Bureau (92-3267)(Encs. 4) —
=T - USA, Los Angeles (Office
T of Special Prosecutions)( ) yo FEB 12 1989
o - Los Angeles (92-113)
v o
L
\h/{ B
7 Dissemination Record of Attached Repott Notaotiens
— b7e

Date Fwd.

How Fwd. 2]

‘B"' e —J ! =

". AEE TN Tt g . covERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; L8467 O—2T3-4T7
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FD-204 {(Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEFARTMENT OF JJSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copyte: 1 ~ USA, Los Angeles (Office of Spccial Prosecutions) (i)

——— R —— . _. ¢ / | '
i Report of: F b'/\/ Ofic: LoOS Angeles, California
g;;ﬂ Date: 10/09 ) : -
' Field Office File #: 92-113 . Burcou File f:  92-3267
Title: JOHN ROSELLI | b
; Choracter.  AUTT~RACKETEERING
LY ; Synopsis: ’
:) 3 o 8 5/23/68, subject found guilty by Jury in
: . 5. S. District Court, Los Angeles, California,
- - ‘on one ¢ount Failure to Register as an Alien,
e v/ @lien.case, Title 8, U. S, Cole, Section 1035-and
B £+ <1306 (&), and five counts of Failure to Advise
< Attorney General of his Address for years 1963-
v £2967, Title 8, USC, Section 1305 and 1306 (b)
— epentence postponed until conclusion of another
- i : :&trial in Unlch subject was defendant, "Friars
P L Club case." On 2/4/69, trial judge in alien case
—- .77 0 ¢ ruled no evidence used in trial was derived from

electronic surveillance. On 2/4/69, subject

sentenced to six months custody of A‘f’fn‘lhnv General

dd Wl b FREQ WA

for Failure to Reglster as Alien, and 30 days on
each of five counts of Failure to Furnish Address
to run concurrent with six month sentence and the
six month sentence to run ccncurrently with five
year sentence received by subject in the Eriars
Club case. on 12/2/68, subject in "Friars Club
case” convicted on six counts of violations of
Conspirucy, ITAR ~ Gambling, ITSP and Income Tax

statute. On c./_)ley, vas sentenced to five years

ustody of Attorney General and fined $55,000.
Subject registered as alien at Los Angeles on 1/15/69.
Parole report and dispositlon sheet submitted regarding

elien case,

e
A

-P-

This document contains nelther recommendations not cenclusions of the FBI. It (s the property of the FBI ani is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents Qte not to be distributed outside your agescy.
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LA 92-113

DETATILS: AT _LOS ANGILES, CALIFORITIA

On Iay 23, 1968, subject was found guillty by a
Jury in U, S. District Court, Central District of Californie,
Los Anzeles, California, of Failure to Register as an Aiicn,
Title B, U. S. Code, Section 1305 and 1308 (2), and on five
counts of Feilure, as an alicn, to Furnish his Address to the
Attorney General in Janvary of each of the years 1963 through
1967, Title 8, U, S. Code, Section 1305 and 1306 (b).

Subsequent to the conviction, Federal Judge PEIRSON M,
HALL postponed sentencing of subject in this "alien case" until
conclusion of another trial, "Friars Club case," in which subjcct
vas a defendant,

ROSE

vere found gulity by & Jury on numerous counts involving
epiracy, Interstate Transportation in Aid of Racketeering -
Gamblinz; Interstate Tronsportation of Stolen Property, and
Income Tax statutes. ROSELLI wvas found guilty on six counts
of the above violation$.

On February 3, 1969, ROSELLI was sentenced in the
"Friars Club case” to five years imprisonment in the custody
of the Attorney General and to pay $55,000 in fines,

On February 4, 1969, Judge PEIRSO M, HALL conducted
g hearing in the allen case to determine vinether or not evidence
used in this case, as claimed by the defense, was obtained from
electronic survelllances, After hearing evidence, he ruled that
rone of the evidence used in the ccnvietion of ROSELLI in the
elien case was obtained from electronic surveillances,

On February 4, 1959, Federal Judge PEIRSON M, EALL
sentenced ROSFLLI to six months in the custody of the Attorney
General for Failure to Register as an Alien and to 30 days
in the custody of the Attorney General on each of five counts
of Failure to Notify the Attorney General of his Address during
the years 1963 through 1957, the 30 day sentences to run
concurrently with the six month sentence and the six month
sentence to run concurrently with the five year sentence received
in the "Friars Club case."
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LA 92-113

On February 4, 1959, ROSELLI's attorney advised
the court that an appeal would be taken and the judge ordered
that ROSELLI provide a $1,000 appcal bond.

Directly after ROSELLI had been sentenced, his
attorney, JAIES P. CANTILION, filed a document with the court
reflecting that on Janwary 15, 1969, subject had registered
es an alien at Los Angeles, California, although he believed
he was & citizen through derivative citizenship obtained by
the marriage of his mother to LIBERATO CIANCIULLI in Boston
in the first part of 1922, ! |

: At the trial of the alien case, evidence was
introduced by the Government that &t the time of the above
marriage of subjectfs mother, the man whom she married was
still rmarried to LIBERATA CIANMCIULLI, who was, at the time,
glive and residing in Italy.

.-3-!-_
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PAROLE REPOKI

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Reporting Office Office of Origin Date
LOS ANGELES LOS ANGELES 2/10/69
Name of Convict with Aliases: Report Made- pcd By
JOHN ROSELLI, aka Violation: ; : —

John Rosselli,

Filippo Sacco (true name),

Philip Sacco _

FAILURE TO REGISTER AS ALIEN;
GENERAL OF ADDRESS

FAILURE OF ALIEN TO NOTIFY ATTORNEY

Qutline of Offense:

Convict, an alien, in 1920's acssumed the name
JOHK ROSSELLI and claimed birth in Chicago, Illincols, based

on false birth records.

He never registered as an alien

and never notified the Attorney General of his address each
year as required,

Date and place of indictment;

or in’éﬂyon filed:

Code and section under which charged:
Section under which sentenced:

Date and nature of plea:

Date and place of conviction:

Date and duration of sentence:

Fines:

Aggravating or Mitigating circumstonces:

10/20/67, Los Angeles, California

Title 8, U. S. Code, Section 1305 and 1306 (a)
and Sections 1305 and 1306 (b)

Sections 1305 and 1306 (a) and

Sections 1305 and 1306 (b

12/18/67, not gullty

5/23/68, U. S. District Court, Los Angeles,

California.
2/4/69, six months custody Attorney General

None
See page 2.

b7¢

Special Agent in Chorge Do Not Write in Spoces Below

Copies
3 - Buresu "3267)
Dissemination at SOG

2 - Bureau of Prisons

Date Fwd.:
By:
1-
: 4 7/ il
This document contains neither Tecommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are nmttﬁgﬁﬁtmed cutside your agency.
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RE; JOHN ROSELLI
Aggravating or Mitigating Circumstances:

Convict, born in Italy, was brought to the United
States by his mother when he was 8ix years old. He never
acquired United States citizenship either by derivation or
naturalization.

In 1922, convict, under name PHILIP SACCO, was
arrested in Boston, Massachusetts on a charge of selling
heroin and in 1923, also in Boston, on a charge of larceny.
He was released on bond in both cases. In 1923, prior to
trial of elther case, he fled from Boston and came to
Los Angeles, California, where he assumed the name JOHN
ROSSELLI. In 1936, he had forged documents entered and
false entries made in the blrth records of the City of
Chicago, Illinols to reflect that he, as JOHN ROSSELLI, was
born in that city. Through the period from 1924 to 1967,
convict madeevery effort to hide his true identity, his
family and background and his alien status.

Convict did not admit until after the return of
the jury's verdict that he was, in fact, FILIPPO SACCO,

Several witnesses who could have furnished information
that JOHN ROSSELLI was FILIPPO SACCO refused to testify at
his trial because of fear of severe reprisal by the convict,
Consequently, the Government was forced to rely on circumstantial
evidence to prove convict'!s Identity and had to call many
witnesses from various cities throughout the United States.

Subsequent to convict's conviction, information was
received that conviet, with others, had conspired and had
obtained, through the payment of money, transcripts of the
secret testimony of witnesses who had appeared before the
Federal Grand Jury which returned the indictment and had these
transcripts at the time of the trial. During the trial,
convict's attorney requested that the transcripts of the
testimony of witnesses before the Grand Jury be furnished to
the defense but the trizl judge denied the request.

On December 2, 1968, convict was convicted in U, S.

District Court, Central District of California, Los Angeles,
California, on six counts of Conspiracy, Interstate Transportation

-2 -



RE: JOHN ROSELLI

in Aid of Racketeering - Gambling, Interstate Transportation
of Stolen Property and Income Tax violation and was sentenced
on February 3, 1969 to five years in the custody of the
Attorney General and the payment of $55,000 in fines.
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SPECIAL INVESTIGA TIVE DIVISION
August 9, 1976

Our Miami office advises that on 7/28/76, John Roselli, a
well-known LCN figure, left his sister’s residence in Plantation,
Florida, in her automobile and did not return for a considerable
amount of time, which alarmed the sister. She felt he may have
met with foul play and notified Roselli's attorney.

On 7/30/16, Joseph Daigle located the car driven by Roselli
~ in a parking garage at Miami International Airport, ’

_ (" Attorney David Walters, Miami, Florida, Roselli’s attorney,
i

notified our Miami office that Roselll appeared to be missing and
stated he was notifying the FBI because of Roselli's pending
deportation case.

At approximately 2:00 p.m., 8/7/76, the Dade County Public
Safety Department (DCPSD) advised that at approximately 11:00 a.m.,
8/7/76, fishermen in a boat cruising the intra-coastal waterway in
Miami Beach observed an ofl drum floating in the vicinity of their
boat. The 55 gallon oil drum was sealed but had several large holes

— cut in the side. The fishermen observed what they thought were

] ) () ' human limbs through the holes in the drum and nd ified DCPSD.
_ |

/ - Homocide detectives recovered the drum and € ody which
was in a decomposed stat

e to the decomposed sta

( | \ ( m The Idontification Division of the FBI made a

\_ ./ \_ T posiuve identiicatordiEEEEEP 2 s that of John Roselli,
- ! At ths time this matter is be!ng Eves@a!ed as a local homocide
' by DCPSD.
Miami advises no apparent violation within the Bureau's juris-
- . " diction present at this ime. On 8/4/76, details regarding Roselli's
' disappearance were furnished to the Assistant Attorney General,
Richard Thornburgh, and William Lynch, Chief of the Organized Crime
: ' Section of the Criminal Division. Mr. Thornburgh advised that he did
- ' T . not feel there was any Federal jurisdiction at that time and the matter
) ( ) ~ should be followed with local authorities.
~ Bureau sources are being contacted and Miami is maintaining liaison
with local authorities. You will be kept advised.

1 - Mr. Held "
l1-Mr

. Adams 2 APPROVED: Ext. Attairs.__ _..... LabOratory......coucwwr
1l Mr. Gallaﬁheﬁ’ . Assoc, Dire..ooeeeee Fin. & Pers........ .. LlegalCoun. ...
1 s - ! \ Dep. AD Adga.... ... Canlave ... Plaa. & E& ...........

< it Deb. AD I i te € e REC, MIZARE
b’\ 2 2 76 Asst. Dir.: W Inspectian......—  Sper. !nv..]_......-......
. Adm. Serve. .ocuee L1 T ~  Training... -




. b e el

]
, ‘ P8 /76 : c
Y .. GENERAL Wm?&IGATIVE DIVISION {

Reference is made to R. J. Gallagher memo to Mr.
Adams dated 8/4/76, which reported a call the Rirector
received from U. S. Senator Howard Baker on 8/3/76,
concerning the disappearance of John Roselli, who last
testified before the original Senate Select Committee
on 4/23/76, regarding plots to assassinate Fidel Castro.
Senator Baker felt the Senate Committee on Intelligence
has a continuing interest in Roselli and felt there was
& possible Obstruction of Justice (because of his dis-
appearance). AAG Thornburgh was briefed and advised
there does not appear to be a Federal violation in~
volved but requested Roselli's brother in-law (Joseph
Daigle} be interviewed concerning his knowledge of
Roselli and his location of Roselli's car on 7/30/76.“A

Attached from Miami Office advises Daigle, supra,
interviewed and he (Daigle)} last heard from Roselli
7/28/76, when Roselli left Daigle's residence
(Plantation, Florida) wherein Roselli also resides.
Daigle notified attorney David Walters (who represents
Roselli in deportation proceedings) on 7/30/76. Daigle
was advised by Walters to check hospitals, morgues, and
the airport. Walters then offered to contact Sheriff,
Broward County, Florida. Daigle recalled that Roselli
had said in jest that if he was ever missing to check
the parking lot of the airport. Daigle located
Roselli's car at Miami Airport 7:00 p.m., 7/30/76, and
then notified attorney Walters. Daijgle states Roselli
generally stayed close to his residence and could offer
no reason for his disappearance.

The Department is being advised.\ A

A o s v g v n

1l -~ Mr. Held

l1 - Mr. Adams

1 - Mr. Fehl APPROVED: T Ext Affalrs ...  Loboratary. | -

1 - Mr. Mintz Acset, Dir L e {in. & Pors - Loont E::Jl.l _________ ”

1l - Mr. Moore Dop. AD Aom. .. :‘\ v % . t'i‘; [_\‘I,
Dep [a 2 RGN . ST 7 U ‘\ AR ST L
Azct. D nsrosas Cren b U SB im

JBL :pdh Acm. GtV MRS —— ;uu;z;..L
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SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
August 10, 1976

In response to inquiry by the Bureau, our
Ios Angies Cifice has furnished a summary that would
provide logical motives which may have contributed
to the death of John Roselli, prominent West Coast
La Cosa Nostra (ILCN) figure,

John Roselli was active in California and
Las Vegas in handling affairs for the Chicago ICN
family. Roselli, in the 1940's, was convicted for
the extortion of individuals in the movie industry

and was sentenced to 10 years., The primary witness
in this matter was killed as a result of a bombine

AL e b LA A s oy e N BAd B ule B
of his automobile.

In the late 1960's, Roselli was convicted for
entering this country illegally. He was sentenced
to 11 months in custody of the Attorney General,

At the same time, he was convicted in a conspiracy

to violate the ITAR - Gambling Statute. This involved
a scheme using electronic devices to cheat at the
famous Beverly Hills Friars Club, He was sentenced

in this case to four years' custody of the Attorney
General. Because of his alien status, deportation
proceedings were brought against him by the INS,.

He was ordered deported, but this could not be
effected because no country could be located who

weni A wAasaser hs
wuu.a.u A.cuc.&vc Jul-l-w'

In May, 1970, Roselli was called as a witness
before the FGJ, Los Angeles, dealing with the hidden
ownership of the Frontier Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada.
Roselli was granted immunity and testified before
this FGJ.He was quoted by newspapers as saying,

"I'm doing my best to cooperate. I just hope I'm

doing the right thing." Subsequent to this, Detroit
LCN members were convicted in the Frontier Hotel
matter.

u ormants are ng contacte his

matter and you will be advised of de elopments in
this case. ‘

1 - Mr, Held

l - Mr, Adams
1 -~ Mr
l - Mr

APPROVED: Ext. Affalrs_......... Laboratory...._...
Assoc, Dir........... —_ Fin. & Pers......... Legal Coun.._....
Dep. AD Adm. .. GE™. I7.V......neee.

Dep. AD Inv et
Asst. Dir.:
Adm, Bt e v
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FD-263 (Rev. 7-15-T5)

o

rEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTﬁlGATlC\N

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MIAMI

MIAMI

INVESTISGATIVE PERIOD

8/2/76-3/1/77

ATE

it 22 1877

TITLE OF CASE

b e
ROSKIL

O
/

) . ~

S

AMIPORT MADE BY

!!ARACTER OF CASE

ITYP[D »Y

REFERENCE

Bureau teletype to all offices dated 8/13/76.
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it wouid appear that Miami org¥aize &¥ iguré SANTCS TRAFFI-
% ouid be expected to have hall 'howledge that %~ contract ¥

t.on ROSELLI. Alsc, by virtue of his position, not only
cas #n LCN leader in the Mizmi and {ampa areas, but also ‘because
T of hig status and centacts within ghe Cupan community, TRAFFI-
CANTZ could have hed the homicide handled in the Miami area by
people oI nig.gpiection,

As previously reported under the AR classification
o~ b', in this case, JOHN ROS:.LLI testified on seven occasions before
: elec in 1970, During this timd
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T ... S
interviewed in . ICCA an TE are dead.
1" It is desired, therefore, that continuous inves-

tigation and interviews be conducted n h appropriate
3 £

1410

. herefore, investigation
will continue to éxplore this aspect of ROSKIL.
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LEADS
—~— BOSTON
- AT BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
; ift,
i )1‘

m“-

Will contact appro
pertinent information relating

AT

priate criminal informants for any
tc JOHN ROSELLI's homicide.

AT CHICACO, ILLINOILS

1.Will recontact the following individu
tion they may have received subsequent to their
in this case:
) e [

als for any informa-
initial interviews
i 2.Will contact appropriate Chicago informants for any
: additional information developed by them.
-~ DET=DIT
. A .
e “,"—* Wiil recontac lus any other
K 70 Detroit inforzants for an! aclgll tlxl ona! 1Informat1| on in reference
to ROEKIL.
. PITTSBURGH
s § Will eub-d
<
8%

H
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2.50urces should be contacted in Las Vegas in
i - -

MM 92-517 4
LAS VEGAS

1.Will interview the following individuals for any infor-
mation they may have received concerning ROSKIL subsequent to

their interviews in this case.

. .
consideration should b

o

Ak

10S ANGELES

l.As requested above, will interview the following:

2.Will also contact appropriate criminal informants for auny
additional information developed concerning ROSKIL.

YO X g
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3.Will contact appropriate criminal informants for any
information concerning ROSKIL.

SAN DIEGO

Will submit any pertinent information from criminal
E R e T U ey Areral nhqA el o Tal=1 P TN Twmiedal ;“hn-—gr;z\t_ib aey ki Anom
bl WLl Mo WUOVOLUVLJOW O4HWT LIWC illbldAl LULCL YA WO Lil RLILLD wQoT e

2. Will contact appropriate criminzal informants for infor-
mation developed since the initial interviews in this case.

TAMPA

concerning ROSKIL

Will submi

WASTINGTON FIELD
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AT WEST PALM BEACH, FLA,

AT HOLLYWOOD, FLA.

will locate and interview WG

AT MIAMI, FLA.

1l.Will contact appropriate criminal informants re ROSKIL.

2.Will contact appropriate Cuban inforuants re Cuban aspects
of ROSKIL.

ill meintain liaison with Homicide Unit, Dade County
coactm _

r
|
o
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UN!. .D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J. STICE -
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

COpy te:
Repod of _ Ofice: Miami, Florida
Date: a
MER 22 1977 '
Field Office File #: 92-517 - Bureav File £: 722382
Title: JOHN ROSELLI : . -
Choracter: OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE
Synopsis:

JOHN ROSELLI, true name FILIPPO SACCO, FBI #333 998 6, born
7/4/05, Esperia, Italy, disappeared from sister's residence,
Plantation, Fla., 7/28/76. Body recovered 8/7/76. FBI
investigation predicated on T18, Section 1505, USC, to deter-
mine if ROSELLI's homicide was related to his appearances and
testimony before the Select Committee on Intelligence Activities,
United States Senate. Personal history set forth, On 2/3/69,
ROSELLI was sentenced in USDC, L.A., Calif., to five years plus

a $55,000 fine for conspiracy to cheat at cards at the Friar's
Club, Beverly Hills, California. 1In 1970, he appeared before
and testified before a Federal Grand Jury, L.A., Calif., which
was concerned with hidden underworld ownership of the Frontier
Hotel and Casino, lLas Vegas, Nevada. 1In 1968, ROSELLI was
convicted, L.A., Calif., as an alien who failed to register and
failed to notify authorities of his residence. Subsequently he
was ordered deported from the United States. He appealed his
conviction and the deportation order was under appeal at the time
of his homicide. In late 1960, ROSELLI, together with SAM GIANCANA
of Chicago, and SANTOS TRAFFICANTE of Miami, cooperated with the
CIA in a plot to assassinate FIDEL CASTRO, which was unsuccessful,
Cuban sources contacted had no information relating to ROSELLI

or his murder. On 8/7/76, ROSELLI's body was recovered by
detectives of Dade County Department of Public Safety (DCDPS),

-~

‘This document contains neither dations nor cloei of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents
are act to be distributed outside your agency.

% U.5.6P0:1975-0-575-841
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Miami, Florida, from a 55-gallon steel drum which had been
floating in Dumfoundling Bay. His sister's 1975 Chevrolet
which he was drxving at the time of hls dlsappearance was

o mmrmamm A 3 fan /7 [UREUR, PR 212 s Tam b o moem v
N, Tecovereq 7j7oUf 10, J.l.l. a paru;.ug Ldl...LLJ.Ly at ua.a.uu dLiLEI g~

o tional Airport. Dade County Medical Examiner stated
ROSELLI's death caused by asphyxiation. Medical Examiner's
report set forth. Physical evidence at scene identified.
Crime scene search conducted Tracking dogs at crime
scene indicated ROSELLI‘s dédy had beén on the ground area

i adjacent to Dumfoundling Bay. Neighborhood investigations
! conducted at Plantation, Florida, NE 189th Street, Miami,
Florida, and Miami Intermational Airport. No significant

f 1nformatlon developed., Followi ls considered

as suspects:

iterviewed in this matter
 Police report

— set forth in AppendiX.

) . DETAILS:
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JOHN ROSELLI, true name FILIPPO SACCO, FBI #333 998 6,
- born July &4, 1905, Esperia, Italy, according to records of
Dade County Department of Public Safety, Miami, Florida, dis-
appeared from his sister's residence, 5220 SW 10th Court, _
Plantation, Florida, on July 28, 1976. His body was recovered
August 7, 1976, ‘
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PREDICATION FOR INVESTIGATION

Investigation in this case is predicated on
the instructions set forth in the following memorandum
from the Attorney General:

"To: Director Date: August 13, 1976
Federal Bureau of Investigation EHL:RLT:WSL:ajm
From: The Attornmey General 123-18-265

Subject: John Roselli Homicide

"I have been advised by Senators DANIEL INOUYE
and HOWARD BAKER, Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively,
of the Select Committee on Intelligence, that JOHN ROSELLI
gave testimony before that Committee, on three occasions,
relating to matters being investigated under its authority.
I am further advised that Mr. ROSELLI, on several occasions,
expressed fear for his life as a result of his having
testified. Mr. ROSELLI's testimony has becn made available

for review.

"I understand that the Federal Bureau of Inves-

tigation has in the past worked successfully with Mr. E.
WILSON PURDY, Director of the Dade County Public Safety
Department, on matters of joint Federal-State interest,

and that the Bureau, in the interest of sound and effective
cooperative law enforcement, is presently actively engaged
in assisting Mr. PURDY's office in the ROSELLI homicide
investigation. This assistance is certainly desirable and
should include whatever resources the Bureau is prepared to

allocate thereto.

“In addition, however, in view of the substance
and circumstances of his testimony as well as Mr. ROSELLI's
expressed fears, I believe that appropriate investigation
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should be undertaken by the Bureau in an attempt to deter-
mine whether Mr. ROSELLI's homicide was related in such a
way to his testimony before the Select Committes as to bring

it within the proscriptions of the relevant Federal criminal
statutes, particularly Title 18, United States Code, Section
1505. This investigation should in no way, however, hamper
or interfere with the Dade County homicide investigatiom,
nor with the assistance the Bureau is rendering therein,

and should be coaducted inscofar as possible in cooperation

and coordinatlon with the appropriate Dade County officials.

"You are requested to undertake immediately the
investigation as described above and advise the Criminal
Division on a regular basis.”
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After odd jobs
in and around the city of Boston, in 1923, at age 17, &as a
result of an arrest for Grand larceny, he jumped bail and

) went to chicago, I
fter a few months in Chicago, in unidentified employment,
he proceeded in February, 1924, to lLos Angeles, California.
While in Los Angeles and San Francisco, he engaged in boot=
legging activities. Sometime in the early 1930's JOHN
ROSELLI became associated with organized crime n Los Angeles.
By 1936, he was part owner of Nationwide News Service, a
horse racing information service used by bookmakers through-
out the ccuntry. He was a known close associate of Los
Angeles underworld leader JACK DRAGNA and associated himself
with the Columbia Motion Picture Studios and was known as a
labor consultant for the motion picture studios in Llos
Angeles, 1In 1943, ROSELLI was indicted on a charge of
conspiracy to extort millions of dollars from motion picture
producers by a coercion of labor unions. Alsc indicted were
union officials BROWNE and BIOFF, and also prominent members
of the Chicago organized crime organization. In 1944,
ROSELLI was convicted and was sentenced to 10 years in prison.
He was paroled in 1947 and upon his release from prison, he
returned to Los Angeles and again was associated with the
motion picture industry. Thereafter, through his association
with SAM GIANCANA of Chicago, ROSELLI became the Chicago
representative for underworld interests in lLas Vegas, Nevada.

During 1956 to 1958, he was active in the construc-
tion and development of the Tropicana Hotel in Las Vegas.
However, because of his past criminal activities, the Nevade
Gaming Control Board forced ROSELLI to disassociate himself
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from the Tropicana Hotel and its operation. He then
engaged in selling ice machines to most Las Vegas hotels
and was the recipient of numerous finder's fees for various
hotels and casinos in Las Vegas for services performed by
him.
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From 1927 until 1973, with the exception of
years spent incarcerated in prison, JOHN ROSELLI was a resi-
dent of Los Angeles, California, and the Las Vegas, Nevada
areas. After his parole from prison in October, 1973, he
moved to Plantation, Florida, where he resided with his
sister, Mrs, EDITH DAIGLE, until his demise in July, 1976.
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Book Number 54, Page 598, File Number 3587,
Yuma County Courthouse, Yuma, Arizona, indicated that JOHN
ROSSELLI was married to WINIFRED JUNE VLASEK (stage name
JUNE LANG), on April 1, 1940. This marriage was dissolved
by divorce in 1942 on the grounds of incompatibility.

(L.
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ROSELLI was inducted into the United States Army
on December 4, 1942, at Fort McArthur, California, and had
Army Serial Number 39 54 7191. On December 23, 1942, he
was transferred to the Fifth Armored Division, Camp Hook,

CmTaFfmmmmt a A A Maer 98 1047 o stmne Ftramatfayrwead A
walllUliiillday GLill Wi lny LR ] & Sy M Wao AL = AT LW

Governor's Island, New York City. He remained at Governor's
Island until he was confined by civil authorities on Decem=-
ber 30, 1943, He received a discharge, other than honorable,
on June 30, 1945, at Fort McPherson, Georgia, under the
provisions of Section 3 AR 615-366, because of his convic-
tion of a crime by a civil court.

|3
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! JOSEPH

Brother, VINCENZO SACCO, deceased, born July 22,
1912, died May 30, 1936,
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( B, THE FRIAR'S CLUB CASE,
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
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According to the publication of the Friar's
Club, Beverly Hills, Califormij ROSELLI became
f

In July, 1967, a Federal Grand Jury was convened
in Los Angeles, California, lookinz into electronic cheating
conducted at the Beverly Hills Friar's Club. Defendants
subsequently indicted for Interstate Transporation in Aid
of Racketeering-Gambling; Obstruction of Justice-Conspiracy

were organized crime figure JOHN ROSELLI

he trial in this matter began in

June, 1968.
> On February 3, 1969, U.S. District Judge WILLIAM P.
o b’l GRAY, lLos Angeles, California, denied pleas for probation by
four individuals convicted of conspiring to cheat at cards
at the Friar's Club. Judge GRAY sentenced them as follows:

| The abov onvicted of conspiracy in bilking
Hj) notables out of more than $400,000 in rigged card games at

the Beverly Hills Friar's Club.
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IMMIGRATION & NATURALIZATION TRIAL
CONCERNING ROSELLI'S ALIEN STATUS

On October 20, 1967, the Federal Grand Jury
at Los Angeles, Caiifornia, returned an indictment
against FILIPPO SACCO, also known as JOHN ROSSELLI.

The first count charged that FILIPPO SACCO,
also known as JOiIN ROSSELLI, an alien required to apply
for registration and to be fingerprinted in the United

States under the provisions of Title 8, U.S. Code,
Section 1362, did willfully fail and refuse to make
such application and to be fimgerprinted in violatiom

of Title &, U.S. Code, Section 1302(a).

The second count charged that during the
period January 1, 1963, to January 31, 1963, FILIPPO
SACCO, also known as JOHN ROSSELLI, an alien then in the
United States and required to be registered under Title
8, U.S. Code, Section 1302, did fail to give written
notice to the Attorney General of his current address
as required by Title 8, U.S. Code, Section 1305, in
violation of Title 8, U.S. Code, Section 1306(bs.

The remaining four counts were identical to
the second count with the exception that they charged
failure to furmish current address in the years 1964,
1965, 1966 and 1967.

On October 20, 1967, United States District

Judge WARREN J, TERGUSON issued a bench warrant for the
arrest of JOHN ROSSELLI and set bail at $5,000.

21
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: On October 20, 1967, JOHN ROSSELLI was
arrested in Los Angeles by Special Agents of the Federal

. -~ Al . Al

Buresu of Icvestigation., At the time of his arrest, he

was accompanied by his attorney, JAMES P. CANTILLON.
On the same date ROSSELLI was released on $5,000 bond,
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General on the above charges.

This conviction was appealed, As a result of
the ebove, an order of deportation was issued for
ROSSELLI and as of July, 1976, the order of deportation
was under review by the Immigration Couvrt in Washington,
D.c.

17
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FRONTIER HOTEL-CASINO CASE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
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Iovestigation into hidden underworld owmer-
ship of the Frontier Hotel and Casino, Las Vegas,

N e

On May 1, 1970, JOHN ROSELLI invoked the Fifth
Amendment before the Federal Grand Jury. He was then
granted immunity by the U.S. District Court in Los
Angeles on May 1, 1970, and
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The following press coverage took place in
V Los Angeles, California, in 1970 and 1971 during the
period the Federal Grand Jury was hearing testimomy
relating to the Frontier Hotel case:

30



4]

N/

ey

M’

./“\'.

MM 92-517

af

The "Los Angeles Herald Examiner" for May 13, 1970

- contained the following item:

“JOHN ROSSELLI, 63, of Beverly Hills, is due to receive
an invitation today for a third appearance before a Federal Grand
Jury investigating interstate racketeering.

itk s m e ot Ver ram,Iundewend DACCETT T eshhon toctifinAd
43l WU y:l- 2ALVCL 1R ATl NWeiwidlalud ¢ 'llU e D e do b Al
before the panel for three and one~-half yearsyesterday, will be

asked tc return next Monday, according to Assistant U.S. Attorney
DAVID NISSEN.

"During a recess yesterday, ROSSELLI said,: 'I'm
doing my best to cooperate. A few things are a bit touchy. I
just hope I'm doing the right thing . . . you never know'.

"He first testified before this Grand Jury on May 1
after U.S. District Judge MANUEL REAL granted him immunity
from prosecution and ordered him to answer questions.

"U.S. Attorney MATTHEW BYRNE declined to comment on
the specific scope of the Grand Jury probe, but it is known that
it is focusing on Las Vegas casino activities,

_ 2 .l . T f

“Earlier in the investigation records of the Frontier
Hotel sale to billionaire HOWARD HUGHES were scrutinized by the
jurors.

“"JAMES CANTILLON, ROSSELLI's attorney, revealed that
his client has been questloned about the activities of several
racketeering figures, including SAM (MOMO) GIANCANA, one time

mafia boss of Chicago."

-3\
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The "Los Angeles Times'", May 15, 1970, contained the
following item:
“Alleged underworld figure JOHNNY ROSSELLI was ordered
again Thursday to answer a Federal Grand Jury s questions which
it was revealed in court deal with secret 'skimming' of gambling
proceeds by hidden Iinterests in Las Vegas casinos.

"The nature of the inquiry became known for the first
time when ROSSELLI who had been granted immunity from prosecu-
tion to testify, was returned to court for balking at certain
questions. ROSSELLI, 65, stopped answering when the questioning
turned to the subject of a meeting at the office of attormey
JAMES P. CANTILLON with FRANK LA PORTE, alleged Chicago mafia

"'Who was present with you when you and FRANK LA PORTE
met at CANTILLON's office?', he was asked.

"ROSSELLI complained he was being set up for a perjury
charge and refused to answer any more questions. A record of
the proceedings read for U.S. District Judge JESSE W. CURTIS
revealed.

"Other questions he refused to answer were 'How was
the meeting arranged?'. 'Did you converse with FRANK LA PORTE
at any other location?'.

"Also read was a statement by Assistant U.S. Attorney
DAVID R. NISSEN informing ROSSELLI of the nature of the inves-
tigation,

"It included possible violations of Federal law
involving the holding of hidden interests in Las Vegas casinos
and hotels and interstate travel for the removal of 'skim' or

e ] o memhmew-

b:bll:l.].y IEH.IUVEU Lmlub .
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"NISSEN told Judge CURT

I
case and requested that other port
proceedings not be made public.

it
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"CANTILLON representing ROSSELLI charged that it was
not a legitimate inquiry.

"He said an affidavit by U.S. Attorney MATT BYRNE
in support of the grant of immunity stated that ROSSELLI had
certain knowledge which would be of aid to the Grand Jury.

"'Then they proceed to cross examine him, to elicit
from him some testimony which they can subsequently use as a

T Y

basis for perjury’ CANTILLON alleged.

"'I think they were surprised when he started to
testify, It is apparent this is not a legitimate inquiry'.

“CANTILLON challenged the government to release the
entire transcript of the testimony, which he said would bear out
his contentions.

“NISSEN said CANTILLON was 'speaking from ignorance
rather than knowledge' but he offered to let Judge CURTIS read
privately a transcript of ROSSELLI's first day of testimony
May 1.

“Judge CURTIS retired to his chambers to do so and
emerged an hour later with the order that ROSSELLI must answer
the questions.

"The Judge said the Grand Jury appears to be making
an investigation in an area it is entitled to probe, and the
scope of the inquiry is legitimate.

“"However, he admonished NISSEN that some of the
questions asked of ROSSELLI appeared to deal with his own
culpabllity and no other person's. He cautioned the prosecutor
to De more CE.I'EIL‘LI..

W
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"“NISSEN contended that all questions related to
ROSSELLI's knowledge of illegal activities on the part of other

persons as well as himself.

. “ROSSELLI returned to the Grand Jury room and testi-
for another 30 minutes, then was excused until Tuesday at
AM,

"“ROSSELLI is appea11ng convictions for his part in
card heating at the Friar's Club and for failing to register
alien.’

34-35"
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"Millionaire developer MAURICE H. FRIEDMAN has been
threatened with death in prison because of testimony he gave

the gcvernmnnt against underworld 'F'lgll'r'ne, it was fﬁpgrf_‘e_

Friday.

"FRIEDMAN was described in Federal court as one of
e key witnesses against six men in a corporation charged with
s

cheme to hide ownershlp of the Frontier Hotel gambling casino
n Las Vegas.

th
a
i

"FRIEDMAN is serving Federal prison terms for his
role in the Friar's Club card cheating case and related offenses.
He also is named as an unindicted co-conspirator in the hidden
ownership case.

"At a hearing on pretrial motions before visiting
U.S. District Judge GUS J. SOLOMON or Portland the threat on
FRIEDMAN's life was disclosed reluctantly by Assistant U.S.
Attorney HORNBECK, HORNBECK said FRIEDMAN was one of four or
five witnesses whose testimony before a Grand Jury should mot~-
be released to the defense at this time for fear of reprisals.

"Pressed for explanation as to how a person in Federal

A i SR an FRITENMANY & a
custody could be in er, HORNBECK said FRIEDMAN's life already

has been threatened. He said that as a result, FRIEDMAN was
moved from the Terminal Island facility to the Lompoc Prisonm.

Nam e e == ==2¥

convicted in the Friar's Club case, was identified as another
imprisoned witness who may have given testimony in the case.
SOLOMON berated HORNBECK for his reluctance to hand over the
information that the government would not want to release
FRIEDMAN's testimony at this time, He said he would rule on the
matter later.

* TOHNNY gnqqg_ I ar nllg od wnderworld ficure. also
'
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“Defendants in the case are alleged mafia figures
AATTU T MARTLV TAODTDI ZEOTTT T am 2 WETMHLIADT CARTTTV TMVAT T2 T P - o W N PP T
ANIOUNI JUOLITN LERILLLIL &Td riluvnAil oANLU TUVLlLLLL OL UELIULL, G

ANTHONY GIORDANO of St. Louis,

"Others are Detroit attorney PETER JAMES BELLANCA,

AULUMITL &3 u;sa.u l.uuu.l.\...l.pc.\..l. JUUERES AQLOULN JALYG AVVRWDy LULLISL 1LAad

Vegas casino operator JACK SHAPIRO and the Emprise Corporation.”

-y
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ROSELLI~CIA CUBAN ASSOCIATION AND
FIDEL CASTRO ASSASSINATION PLOTS

According to press items appearing in the
"Los Angeles Times" and the “New York Times"”, JOHN
ROSELLI on June 24, 1975, appeared before the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence, Washingtonm, D.C.,
which was chaired by Senator FRANK CHURCH. At the
time, according to the press items, ROSELLI testified
that he had been contacted by the Central Intelligence
Agency {CIA) through ROBERT MAHEU in an attempt to

assassinate Premier CASTRC of Cuba.

According to the '"Los Angeles Times", on
July 30, 1975, RICHARD M, BISSELL, a former Chief of
Clandestine Services for the CIA, testified before the
CHURCH committee that he personally had approved the
CIA cooperation with "mafia'" figures to assassinate
Cuban Premier CASTRO in 1960. BISSELL, when questioned
by reporters, said arrangements with the mafia had been
handled by the office of the late Colonel SHEFFIELD
EDWARDS through ROBERT A, MAHEU, Colonel SHEFFIELD
EDWARDS was the CIA's Director of Security. BISSELL

rnlA aemarmAa rawe +hat CAalAamal ETEIJADTIC Thard mesevmen ool e o
o W AN LGPU‘- LEL =9 S~ ML WU AVLIT L LWTWALLW/ Y LIGAL RL LI RV 1L

highly secret cooperation with imderworld figures SAM
GIANCANA and JOHN ROSELLI, but that he, BISSELL, had
approved it,.

BISSELL said that the arrangements with the
mafia began "in the last half of 1960" and might have
been sugcested to the CIA by GIANCANA or other mafia
figures because "they did have very large interests in
Cuba that were totally eclipsed or destroyed by CASTRO"

3%
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BISSELL also speculated that underworld figures were
seeking to build up credit with the U.S. Government
against possible Federal prosecution in the future.

According to the "Lss Angeles Times" and "Los

Angeles Herald Examiner" on July 31, 1975, ROBERT A.
MAHEU testified before the CHURCH committee on July 30,
1975. Following his two days of testimony behind closed
doors, he told reporters that he once helped the CIA
develop plans to poison CASTRO because "1 felt we were
involved in & just war'. MAHEU told reporters that he
had recruited ROSELLI and GIANCANA in 1960 at the
suggestion of two CIA officials. MAHEU said he was also
approached on the CASTRO matter in 1960 by JAMES J.
O'CONNELL, a CIA supervisor who had previously served
as his contact. MAHEU told reporters that O'CONNELL
asked him to contact JOHN ROSELLI in Los Angeles and
asked ROSELLI if he would assist the CiA iu z program
- 4 for removing CASTRO. MAHEU told reporters that ROSELLI

was reluctant to participate but later agreed to help
“when I explained this would be on behalf of his govern-
ment, unpleasant as it may sound”. MAHEU told reporters
that the value of ROSELLI and GIANCANA was their contacts
and sources of information in Havana where they pre-
viously had interests in lucrative gambling casinos
closed down by CASTRO. MAHEU said the assagsination plan
he knew about was a scheme to poison CASTRO that O'CONNELL
discussed at a series of meetings at Miami's Fontainebleau
Hotel in early 1961. ROSELLI was to deliver poison
capsules to one of CASTRO's cooks or domestics, "who
would be in a position to administer them if the CIA
gave us the 'go' signal", MAHEU said that O'CONNELL
— showed him the capsule in a white envelope and stated

that as far as he knew, the CIA never gave the "go"

signal. MAHEU said that after the CIA sponsored the

Bay of Pigs Invasion in April of 1961, he phased out his

cooperation with the CI4.

i
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’ ROSELLI-CIA CUBAN ASSOCIATION AND
FIDEL CASTRO ASSASSINATION PLOTS

An Interim Report of the Select Comunittee to
Study Governmental Operations with respect to Intelli-
gence Activities, United States Senate, together with
additional supplemental and sepsrate views, report
number 94-465, stated, in part, with reference to JOHN
ROSELLI, in August, 1970, the Central Intelligence Agency
{CIA) took steps to enlist members of the criminal
— underworld with gambling syndicate contacts to aid in
assassinating CASTRO. Colonel SHEFFIELD EDWARDS, CIA
Director of the Office of Security, and the CIA Support

rhiaf Aasrdldad raA walwe A~ BARTLIT A MAUITYY m wmamemsd
— WMARL UEWwAUESW LW L‘&, WL BNSASAEL L TRe KaTRAdieis Y LSWwLWALW

someone "tough enough to handle the job". The CIA

operation Support Chief had served as HAHEUfs case

officer since the agencz first began using MAHEU's
) services and by 1960, they had become close personal

friends. Sometime in late August or early September,

1960, the Support Chief approached MAHEU about the pro-
posed operation. MAHEU recalled that the Support Chief
asked him to contact JOHN ROSELLI, an underworld figure
with posaible gambling connections in Las Vegas, to ‘
determine if he would participate in a plan to dispose
of CASTRO, The Support Chief on the other hand said
that it was MAHEU who raised the idea of using ROSELLI,

. MAHEU had known ROSELLI since the late 1950's.
He claimed not to have been aware of the extent of
ROSELLI's underworld counections and activities, but he

— e emee gl R

PR ¥k 8

Lo_a IR = ead

riéﬁx;eu tnat 1t was Cel'l;ﬂln.l.y BV]-CIBIIE to maity Lnac ne
was able to accomplish things in Las Vegas and nobody
else seemed to get the same kind of attention". Initially

F
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MAHEU was reluctatit to become involved in the operation
since he thought it might interfere with his relation-
ship with his new client, HOWARD HUGHES. He agreed to
participate because he felt that he owed the ageuncy a

comaitment,

According to ROSELLI, he and MAHEU met at the
Brown Derby Restaurant in Beverly Hills in Septeabder,
1960. ROSELLI testified that MAHEU had told him that
"high govermwent officials” needed his cooperation in
getting rid of CASTRO and that he asked him to help
recruit Cubans to do the job.

MAHEU stated that ROSELL] was very hesitant

dadmatdns d4m dhe mwalant and Finalle anid
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that he felt he had an obligation to his goverument and
finally agreed to participate.

A meeting was arranged for MAHEU and ROSELLI
.with the Support Chief at the Plaza Hotel in New York
in September, 1960. The Support Chief said he was
introduced to ROSELLI as a business assoclate of MAHEU.
He said MAHEU told BRGSELLI that MAHEU represented
internationsl business interests which were pooling
money to pay for the assassination of CASTRO, It was
arranged that ROSELLI would go to Florida and recruit

Cubans for the operation.

During the week of September 24, 1960, the
Support Chief, MAHEU and ROSELLI met in Miami to work
out the details of the operation. ROSELLI used the
cover name "JOHN RAWLSTON" and represented himself to
the Cuban contacts as an agent of some business interests
of Wall Street that had properties around Cuba.

2\
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Thereafter, ROSELLI introduced MAHEU to two
individusls on whom ROSELLI intended to rely; “SAM
GOLD" sgubsequently identified as SAM GIANCANA, a Chicago
gangster and one "JOE", later ideuntified as SANTOS TRAFFI-
CARTE, an organized crime figure in Cuba and Miami,
In February, 1961, the Support Chief received pills from
the Technical Services Division of the CIA with the
assurances that they were lethal. He then gave theam to
— ROSELLI.

The pills were then given to a Cuban for
— delivery to the island sometime prior to the Bay of Pigs
Invasion in mid-April, 1961,

the Cuban official who was to have made the attempt on
CASTRO got “cold feet'". ROSELLI was certain that only
one attempt to assassinate CASTRO was made prior to the
Bay of Pigs. It was posasible that only one pre-Bay of
Pigs attempt was made against CASTRO and that a Cuban
exile leader was the contact in the United States who
ar:anged for a Cuban close to CASTRO to administer the
poison,

(: ROSELLI and the Support Chief testified that

b

ROSELLI told the Support Chief that TRAFFI-
CANTE believed a certain leading figure in the Cuban
exile movement might be able to accomplish the assassi-
nation. A subsequent report from the Inspector General
suggested that the Cuban may have been receiving funds
from TRAFFICANTE and other racketeers imtersstad im -
securing a monopoly on criminal activities in Cuba after
the overthrow of CASYRO. That report speculated that
the Cuban was interested in the assassination scheme
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as a means of financing a purchase of arms and communi-

cations equipment. Money and the pills were deliversd

at a meeting between MAKEU, ROSELLI, TRAFFICANTE, and
the Cuban at the Fontaineblsau Hotel in Miami Beach.
ROSELLI rezalled that MAHEU came up with the capsules
and explained how they were going to be used.

A different version of the delivery of the
pills to the Cuben was offered to the Senate Committee
by JOSEPH SKIMON, a friend of ROSELLI and GIANCANA who
testified that he was present when the passage occurred.
According to SHIMON, he, GIANCANA, ROSELLI and MAHEU
shared a suite in the Fontaineblcau Hotel. At that time
MAHEU stated he had “contracted” to assassinate CASTRO

and had been provided with a‘'liquid” by the CIA to

accomplish the task. SHIMON said the Cuban was con-

‘ tacted outside the Boom Boom Room of the Fontainebleau

{ " Hotel and that when ROSELLI left with the Cuban, MAHEU
said “JOHNNY's zoinz to handle everyvthing; this is
JOHNNY's contract”. SHIMON testified that GIANCANA
subsequently told him “I am not in it, and they are
asking me for the names of some guys who used to work
in casinos . . . MAHEU comning the hell out of the CIA".
The attempt met with failure.

In late 1961, the operation was transferred

/- AT T
'

to WILLIAM HARVEY of the CIA who was assigned the responsi-
‘D‘ilit'i for Eﬁtﬁbl&ah;u& a general C&?&bilit‘f within the
s CIA for disabling foreign leaders., The Support Chief

introduced HARVEY to ROSELLI in Miami, where HARVEY

told ROSELLI to maintain his Cuban contacts but not to
— deal with MAHEU or GIANCANA, At a meeting in New York

in April, 1962, four poison pills were given to the

Support Chief to pass them on to HARVEY, HARVEY arrived
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in Miami on or about April 21, 1962, and gave the pills
to ROSELLI. ROSELLI kept HARVEY informed of the opera-
tion's progress and notified him sometime in 1962 that
the pills and guns had arrived in Cuba., He told HARVEY
in June, 1962, that the Cuban had dispatched a three-man
team to Cuba. HAKVEY then met ROSELLI in Miami in
September, 1962, where HARVEY was told that the pills
were still safe in Cuba, HARVEY testified that he had
doubts that the operation would ever take place and so
informed RGSELLI. Thereafter, HARVEY terminated the
operation in mid-February, 1963. At a meeting with
ROSELLI in los Angeles it was agreed ROSELLI would taper
off his commmication with the Cuban. ROSELLI testi-

fied that he simply broke off contact with the Cuban,

. Agency personnel who dealt with ROSELLI attrib-
uted his motivation to patriotism and tescified that he
was not paid for his services.

The CIA's involvement with ROSELLI caused
the agency some difficulty during ROSELLI's subsequent
prosecution for fraudulent gambling activity and living
in the country under an assumed name.

i
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