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u. “Black Boy” Not cot

Picture Of Negro hert.

i \ Ymi:
It seems that I've lived in Amex-  gnd
jca a million years. it's only a life
time. It seems that T've dwetled least
in the slums z3 long: that, too, is il i1t
but a life time. It seems that I've wi

known intimately. 8 zillion black parer
boys and girls there have only
peen those that 1 have met in the woul
actual extent olt mﬁv age. oveir this 1 .
thirty years, — In 2 my eXpeli- the S & . g, B
ence as & black American, I've  on T} A MY Y
pever known m black child like gy c
the portrait Richard Wright paints -~
in his recent book, ~Black Boy.”  Cra

“Black Boy,' like ‘Natve Son,” w
{s a problem noyel. Its purpose is h
1o uncever the deplorabie condi- P?
tions under which our children T
exist, thereby stimulating correc- ¢
tive measures. The objective is
fine. 1 hope it works. but “Black
Boy" does not represent the aver-
sge lite of the Negro child in
America.

On nearly every corner on ou
neighborhood there was & taver
As a child 1 remer" quam
»drunks" stagrering ;
heard their vile 1»
never saw 3 3in;°
the placey or 7
at the open
had deveiop




protests to the management from
prominent individuals and organisa-

tinne Smith was narmitted tn lh—lk
wons, Smyln was permilie

charges befoere wn audience of 3,000,
ROOSEYELT DENOUNCED

‘The America Mrsters  declared
- that Rev, Clayton D. Russell, Das-
tor of the Preoples Independent
Church of Christ, is guilty of un-
American  activities. The same

man, co-author of the Calfornia
Fair Employment Practicesa Com-
mittee, and ageinst Herbert Sorrell,
actor.

The late President Roosevelt, Bec-
retary of Commerce Henry Wallace,
Charles Chaplin and Langston
Hughes were among thode also de-
nounced by Smith,

Roosevelt was accused of want-
fng ta be president of the world,
Wallasoe was niked why he dldn't
ram for vice-president under Jee
Statin, and Charles Chaplin was
ctied a4 the heaviest contridutor
t» the Communist party in 1922

DEPORT CHAPLIN

8mith recommended that Chaplin
be deported, and this suggesiion waa
greeted with loud applsuse by the
audience.

—Langston, Hughes, well-known
poet, was declared to be the type
of persoun who should not be al-
lowed to appear on A COllege tam-

pas
+ Smith, in speaking of his paet, -
openly bossted of his sssockation
(Continned on Puge Twe)

/(-0 Y1 74’5 (/“/-f'

_ Ta Ny
NthHUtb JUIN riui
Hawkins, Rev. Russeﬂ B3 & b
- ,Called UnAmerlcan

nuey LDﬂg I'fBISEU

Colored men and women formed part of & tense picket
HBne outside of Philharmonic auditorium Monday night, dem- il
onstrating against the use of the hall by Geraid L. K. 8mith,| — .-.%
leader of the America First movement. i

Despite the picket line, however, and despite numerous

and to make unsubstantial, tu-cm:

charge was leveled against August
¥. Eawkins, Los Angeles Azssembly-

| Grander Not

! T

especn.lly sppointed co g

and psenate demanding N R
diste release of Lieuts SO - R
Bhirley Clinton anr N i : T
Thompeon, 1now under s ‘ ;
rmuGoodmmnem ’
xy. Lo

The officers wers
thetr refusal to part
o crow move e
officers from the p
cleb. Thompson and Lo F
are Los Angeles boys e
known throughout t)

Ool. Belway, the trout
affair, nppesred tc
that the War Dens
mumm
stlon, .

-
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lack Boy is the autobiography of the youth of a 37-year-

old Negro numed Richard Wright who, in 1940, wrete
Native Son. That novel, which pluced Wright among Amer-
fca’s most gifted wrilers, was a bitter, fictional nccount of a
Negro's revolt against the life imposedona Negro in the North.
Black Boy (Hurper, $2.50) is u bitler, true story of u Negro Loy's
struggles against the life imposed on his race in the South.
Richurd Wright wus boru on Missinsippi planlauun und

l'l-n'ﬂ'd h) a funutically re |lanun Liumlmnlhc r. . of the

‘cb

A Neg Ero \:Ll:l_&fs a blw autobio«raphy

Photographs for LIFE by GEORGE KARGER

things that huppened to him could huve happened 1o many
boys brought up in dire poverty anywhere. But Richard was
more sensilive und articulute thun most. lle was also bluck
und brought up in the South. This is whut makes Black Boy
not only a brilliant sutobiogruphy but a pewerful indictment
of u custe system which is one of Americu’s biggest prohlt-ms‘.'

Un the following pages LIFE presents a picture-dramati-
zulion of Richard Wright's Black Boy. None of the uctors in

ll-l*‘a story haw }m\ connection w Il ir idcl 4 iy the lméa
a “ connuu:n o u;

-«fz n —c.
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& 2T Rnes . NcInerney Ny 30, 1948
G 3 Acting Head, Criminal Division .
. bp -  John Edgar Hoover - Director, Pederal Buresu of Investigation

6' - RICHARD WRIGHT

- Attached for your information 1s a copy of a letter dated 4
10I I.ii together with photostatic copies of enclosures, received from

care of General Delivery, los Angeles, Californis. This letter has
been acknowledged. ' :

AL INR(ATION CONTAED
HERE- S UNCLASSIE
VR g2s 20 BY 5 pelpdben
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1 FYDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
! UNITED STATES

|

JPEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE —_—
! ' WABHINGTON. D. € W y
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: . OFFICIAL BUSINESS , . i -
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Los Angeles, California

Dear Sir.

‘:"\ %4»271 C . I

' A : _ s
ederal Burean of Inuestipation <o S - |
ted Btates Department of Justice (;—Fc‘{? <

Washington, B, @ ’ o

uly 20, 19.5 . Ve

R

This will ackncwledge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945

with enclosures,

The materiazl
I want to thank you for

he FBI, I want you to fesl free to communicate with

the Special Agent {n Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States

Department of Justice,

[
1o
FO |

1 NG ASS
MLy .zs~- 57 EY

&
&
O5AUG 20 1448

5

900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California.

ONTAINED Ve truly yours,

FIED L R ol

%9_;{_4-— Jop.n Edgar Hoover !, 9

Director . 3 P

/W’/S'?déd—}v?
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G}'Lb - July 20, 1945 D1L
e,o !eﬂl Delivery

Los Angeles, Celifornis

i)
3!
(TR

Dear Bir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945,
with enclosures.

The material which you have sutmitted has been carefully noted, and
I want to thank you for your interest and cowrtesy in writing to this Buresu.

In the event you receive additional information which you believe
to be of interest to the FBI, I want You to feel free to commmunicate with
the Special Agent in Charge, Federal Buresu of Investigation, United States
Department of Justice, 900 Security Bullding, Los Angeles 13, California.

VYery truly yours,

John Edgar lloour
Mrectar

ALl INFOPMAT'O'\’ cor
- . .-~.‘...l.' 1y s'\,
—— f'i?ﬁ’i.’i'x 'S UNCU".SSfHEgA’NED

LY sz,

! AT LN \
{J ‘ COMILUNICT 14 s
me LBV
\ 5
5 t":.mﬁ m 1 A
IR, A Eo v A B LA T N
CEA mE— - - i : oA 4 R
try lles = , P W s Y 4
:,:. -_-.?""“'_.__—_ naratt 07 |Pv.’f’-TlF_-"f ] . > - - ) \’
g A — - ri"r!.'l‘ LS . o108 ]{'ST\:? o cj\ - » \
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Con—— | R > o
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ARD CORPADENTIAYL

e - Mr. James M. Mclnerney ‘
_ Mting Head, Crimiral Divisiom - Huly &, 195

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federsl Bureau eof Inntt.i.‘a‘uu
- ,')
= RICHAHD WHIGHT

Vs ‘ Attached for yowr informatl of a
R June 18, 1945, received from
F_A Los Angeles, California. |

t:-» ) This matier is belng referred to you as a mtier of 010
) possible interest,

X TR

CC: Assistant Attorney Gensral Eerbert Wechsler, War Divigion

L Y

— “’;! _ | : — Ay

R & ’{V"’57‘/m

-— %RDQ' /rsc RAL EYREL; oF INVESTIGATION
JuL 11 1945

- e €
. \ 23 f "
= - B o Ty £, !zi_)(!f‘f
— ' i ' :
B ey WB
. Tolson + .
E.A TERE_ Al _F . -

. Clegz 1 EECLA?STFI.,D BY

. Cofley

. Glavin 3 o -
: mgsﬁ 2T : ’ L 1oc SR i ‘.___...._—----a rlf/

. Rosen — - "~ - ' t
Tracy -~ :
. Carson

Egan R

. HerdSh ¢ o
« Penrnington__ ‘ '

. Quinn Tame™ -

Q. -
uﬂ:::iy \

EhaanydFEXERENEK
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. " 4436 Eall Street,
September 27, 1945

¥r, J. Rdgar Hoover f

Federal Bureau of I;veatigatiol. ﬂL’L!i\FﬂDh,fﬁT.ﬁgy QQN'M,

Vashington, D. C. EEIN g 2 IAINED

Dear 8ir:

D4 » i L PR
oo s L2 s
I Bave looked over the boo Blask Boy", supposedly written Yy afmegro
ealled Richard ¥right, and publi

shed by Hnrper & Brothers, New York City, a
1 sonsideér this book to be very racially inflammatory.

The publielty given to thias book during the last few months is scareely
less than amazing. A while bask (I do not know

the exaet issue, but believe

was durimg Jume, July or early August) the book "Elack Boy® was publicized,

with vivid picturization, in "Life" Magazine; and im Beptember 25tk {esue of
*Liberty” Magazixe, there was a sond

ensation of the book--with special) men-
tiom om tke front eover of the magazinme.

By strange {romy, this issue of *Liberty"” whieh sontained the eondensaticr
of the racially inflammatory book "Blaek Boy"=-=displayed on the front

covery

of the magarime the pieture of a returning United GStates soldier greeti wi
salute, the Statue of Liberty in New York harbor, .é{

Grantimg that the megro cslled Rickard Wrigkt actually wrote the bhook, {t
is my opimiom that all the publieity givem to the book is being financed--eit.
by eome perscn or organization-efcr Propaganda purposes: to fan the flame
of dissension and seditious discontent. How Hitler (if ke i3 yet alive) must
lavgk, and laugh.,.

§ (0 (TS 2 o
I would like to believe that my surmiase 13{1556rréit; but the evidence, sor

cerning all the publicity given to this book.ilmenhaphbly_refutea any such
wishful tkinking. I might alsoc add that the book has been sdvertised in local

nevspapers amd--I presume~-=im newspapers of other cities all over the Dnited

Stetes, I am rememberimg tkat the plan of evil dictators and theiy indoctri-
nated brood fs-~still--to "divide and then sonquer.®

An offering thie suspieiom, in case you should deem it sdvisable to investi-
gate the book and tkhe financimng of its extensive Publieity--{and the end does
not appear in sight),

All loyal Americans, I feel pure, are grateful for all the eplendid work
done by tféﬁgiB.I. in detecting and eradicating ¢

the cihtin
W

and eradicating crime. With besi wishes for
tiom of your most valuable activities, I am

ﬁ' ' __r;
I.a:f‘&

Bincerely,

!



| o IS D 2y s
&" — Assistant Attornay Oeperal ¥, L. Caudly Oetober 4, 1948
S c/wwlm@cnuul Diviston

dohn Edgar &over, Director, Pedare) Bureau of Iavestigation v
, -8 - ‘
v /JEX KICHARD WKIGHY ‘

g e
{ _

Attaghsd o= your Laforxation is
Beplembor 2/, 2945, receivec frug M
kallos, Texs, -

This letter 1 being referred %o you as & Miter of possidly
uunno

Enclos

SS-Assistant Attorney Oenernl Merbert ¥echgler
Mr Divisiag '

» AL lNFORMAm;)&iéSc"o:!ETDAINED M
S VTN LEREINIS UNCLASSIFIE _ P
© L ONEEReER srdGhat
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Octobar ‘, 19‘5 2a T
pROCRDE
-6 A
s INFORMATION ConTae

IS UNCi ASiFiEp

T ettty

This will Scknowledge receipt of your letter dated
Beptember 27, 1945.

Balla:, Texas

o \3‘“ DATE

of your letter has boen carefully noted, and I

your interesh and oourtesy in writing to this
Alsc I wmot to thark you

the work of this Bureau,

tas svent you receive 8dditional {nforxation which you

FEI, 1 want you to feel free to

86 or the Specisl Agent in Charge of our Dallas

Field Division located at 1318 Xercanti{ls Bank Builiing, Dallas, Texas. "

. N Wigar Hoover
Hf, e — Director
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; O]ﬁce Memurandﬂm * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
!.,/ . ‘ . ' -

TO  :  nirectar, FEI o DATE: - June 18, 1946

- l_ 7‘/

_} FROM .SAC, New York . .
' sumEct: ¥ rycaarn mamiANTRL WRIoHT; | ' U
SECURITY MATTFR - C b1
Reference is made to the report of Special Agant.q .
- New York, June 18, 1946, wherein it was set forth that the subject
ia pressntly in France where he intends to remain until September, 1946,

. In view of this fact, instant case is being reopened and P R
placed in a pendinhg inactive atatus in order that the subject's residence
and actiq‘t_m.m. be checked upon his return to the United States.

ALL INFORMATION ConTAINED g
D S JUCLASSFIED sva,, gy = /T e =0

DATiz . 25 o iR e
7 _Z%_F:M/;,_\ 20 g
P

P

JUN 20 1948

6'?/§
I .

0
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./ ' ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.
m&!omommxr NEX YCREK - NY ruxwo. Y00-41674 VH
e | casms forsnus | oy b1

N +

RICHARD NATHANIEL WRICRM °

-

. % ‘
- .
ros

H

SECIRITY MATTER = C

SYNOPSIE OF FACTS:

Free lance writer

Bubject, negro, resides B2 Washington Place, NIC.

» presently working on novel.gENCY
Jeft U.8, for France, May 19456, with return sefys. FE

for Sept. 1946. Reason for trip unknown. Bormer!
. 9/4/08, Ratchez, Miss. Broks with CP due to
(Geyrf Ae7i  failure to recognise and deal with protdems in . Y
4 .i.L-‘: society. : : . . ACERCYZCL
Clnsl 7175 N g " REQ. REC'D_Z- NI Iy
,%)/’ e, <) - - REF'T FOJ —ce
N ,_,“_. - ! ’ g PBY.
REFERENCE: - Bureau File 100-157,64 . :
o letters to Buregu, 2/26/45 and 47/45 *
‘ Bureau letter to SACs, #28, 1946 Series, 3/12/46
\/ Bureau letter, 5/7/45
DETAILSs The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street,
: Brooklyn, New York, reflected that as of March 21, 1946, the
subject’s address was apartment 3F, 82 Washington Place, New
York City, where he resided with his wife. This file alsc contained s letter

dated April 14, 1946, wherein WRIGHT advised he planned to leave the United
States on May 1, 1946, for a period of three months in France. The reason 1
for this trip was not given in his letter. - - b

¢

xt telephone call

nad

it was asce & 0 sub Jec e was J 2]
¥Black Boy". At the present time he is writing a novel, but the campletion
date was wnknown. It was learned that the subject had left the United States
. for France around May 1, 1946, and it was beliewesd he would return to this
country in Sept of this year. The regson for the subject's trip was not

-lm _ . nmwf‘l‘lmmm ‘
| | /f:)(f [SFELT=Z G -"“?j;
s W“ L gl ST B .
% Ay B e cBRTMNED |
D aetnlll Y o | g ‘"’*ﬂJNrBRW{;‘BE?n—nED |
q) ﬁ ¢ )b\x \;&“' !\ 1. H_HEE']N“JS h%ﬁ%ﬂu
\ Jar il - ! ’ LL- L UF‘TE?M D! j‘ -
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- As previocusly reported, the records of Sslective Service
Board #178, reflected that the subject is negro, and was born September
4, 1908, at Natchez, Mississippi. - :

A review of ths file of the subject reflected that he iz g
Begro writer, who previously wrote for #New Masses" gnd "Daily Worker®,
In addition, he had published five novels concerning the fight of the calored
people, besides writing skits and stories in a similar vein. He wrote two
articles for "Atlantic Monthly" for August and September, 1944, entitled
*I Tried To Be A Communist®, The theme of these articles appsared to be
that he broke with the Party because they were unable to recognize him as
8 friend. fThe srticles did not seem to sttack the Communist Party as revo-
lutionary, but attacked it because of the failure of individuals in ths
Party to properly recognize anddeal with problems in society,

The indices of the New York Field Division reflected no
further information concerning the subject. .

-2-
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N 10041674 .
Yo UNNFVELOPED L¥an
NEW YORK

At New York City, N. Y .

»
——

Will verify subject's residence and ascertain his activities
tpon his return to the United States from France, Presumably in September,
1946, 1f possible, secure the subject's reason for his trip to France.



(’\I 8AC, New Yory
Direotor, pp;

September 8, 1948

o
RICHARD ¥. wrz omy
SECURITY vareey - ¢

Your office g instruoted to follow the fotivitigg of the instant
he

Subjeot ip ¢ Communi g¢ fielad olosely upon Me return from France, Continu:ln;
1mroatigntion, SVery sffort should be made to obtain admissible o

onoe tending
to prove the Subjeat 'ty membership in, or affiliation with, ¢ Communi gt Party
In the event YOu are unable to 4 lop such evidence, furt T consideratien
Should be giygn the ldﬁnbnity of cancelling the Ssourity Ingex Card on thi,
individua),
100-187464 b,b
7N '

SO — AL INFORMATION CONTAINED |
| \;\\7\-’ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -

[, Mt g DATEQ. 287 BY Sportpg Ao
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TO . Sy Director, FRI DATE: Pebruary 19, 1947
FROM qsé S4C, New York N J:'!a’/
2 7 4 | (y
SURECT: RICHARD NATHAN IEL “WRIGHT e o ’

a  SECTRITY MA™ER = C b'v LAy/

Bureau file 100=157464
'Rg:fe:'ence d« ma ureau lettar dated September 5, 1946 and to

eport of Special Agent dated June 18, 1946 at New York in
bove entitled case,” T

RICHARD WF ‘ﬂIf'H'l‘ left the TUnited States for France in May 1946 and
at the present tlme. it is not known when he intends to return to this country.
In the February 1, 194'? odition of WTHZ LEADER", an anti-Commnist publication
of the Social Democrats appears an article entitled, ®AN INTERVIEYT WITH RICHARD
WRIGHT?, This is a translation oi an article under the same title that appeared
recently inWDIE WELTWACKE", a weekly journal published in Zurich, Switserland,
WRINHT was interviewed at Zurich concerning Negro problems and expressed his re-
sontment of racial discrimination in the United States, -

>
22
1]
® N

o+
=3
i}

Inasmuch as no information has been deteloped indicating Comruni st

activity on the part of WRIGHT since he severed connections with the Comrmunist
Party and further in view of the fact that he may not return to the United States
for some time, this case is being closed unless the B:reau otherwise directs,

In view of the subject's past activities, it is believed that the
sacurity index card in this case should not be cancelled,

?m ' .
1001674 4
&'bl-:;-_‘.“ s /5'_?_2%)/ — 2 E{
i
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()ﬁ?ce Memdﬂdﬂm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Lt ;o= .

r! : Director, FHI DATE: January 19, 1948
rﬁu_ } SAC, New York
Pr

sup;adf.” RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT; WP

SECURITY MATTER - C bz

(Bureau file 100-157464) \J. L A?A

A review of instant file reflects that aince subject's severance of

his connectiones with the Communist Party, and his public criticism of its
policies during 1944, he has not engaged in any

Commnist activities; that,
infact, according to information sutmitted by ” subject
was definitely not of a Marxist frame of mind as indicated by ¢ eritical

cannents he made concerning conditions within the Party.

In view of the foregoing c¢ircumstances Bireau avthority is requested

tdma €rom tho mnrneaTVTadd ow o

thie tire for the cancellation of the security index card maintained on

!ub.’iec; by the New York Office. W .

)-3-9§
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DAL 56y SSHED
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.. 100-41674
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o

/ . . '?:[
B R e T

EX-119 AW, o

INDEXYT 22




c.- ——
e r——o
ot —

R
3
T,
 A—

w I
. B A
>
.

b, R*"

.

bbb
iz

e
g

E‘""F‘QI
faﬁ

BAC,

Directyr, I .
Yo Forx Pedruary 3, 1948

RICHARD KATHARIEL WRIGHYT;
SECURITY MATIER « €

Your Mle 100-41674
In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Carda

relative to the captioned individual hag been cancelled and you are
authorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file.

B, DATEE. 254/

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
MAILED T
% FE3 3 1348 pPM.

FEDERAL BUREAL OF IRVESTICATION
U. §. DEPARTMENT oF JUSTICE




-D Derogatory
NAME OF ORGAMIZATION

]
o tsn ¥ STATE g e ._. §-13-80
RIY ‘ 3 w .z UFORMATION ’, ‘ H _
. T FROM: g
o #ector, Iediral Drreay of Investigation — W
L WL OF PERION OR RIRM DATE OF mIRTH OF MNTH . N )
¢ NRIOIT, Richard . 7 , b s
5 Acmses Mo gguars RACE -
ADORESS OCCLPATION ErLoYER
} (loctien
TYPE OF IKFORMATION DESIRED CITIZENSHIP STATUS NAT. CERT. MO. MARTTAL STATUS
[0 Al information

HEADQUARTERS ADDRESS

REFLY

[J Material attached

O nNe fecord

NAMES OF LEADERS OR SPONSORS OR AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION
0O wNo derogatory information
D Other

ADOITIONAL INFORMATION

DATE ~ CHECKED BY

‘_-5.::

U 5. SOVERMNENT PRINTING OFFICE 30— g02Te-1




4750 12.7-TH

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

- . _ﬂil
i F

__I.i_ Pagl(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indidated_gxplain this deletion.

3 Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

[J  information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
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Mnited States B-rpartmtnt of Justire
Federal Bureau of Investipation
$ashiugton, B, €.

Liatson Office
heldelberg, Germany  CONFIDINTIAL

Date: Jumuary 8, 1952 SEXET - ARMY COURIER b‘b

To: John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Buresu of Invesgtiation

Mmm: Georze A, VanNoy

Subject:

URITY MATTER -

Attached far the Boreau's infromation and rcr the 1nromtion
e two eopiu od’ a report dated

the legal Attache, Paris, Frunce
December 4, 1951, prejared by Region 66th t mr.-n sets \‘
out information furnished yy '2* .
‘¢ \\‘
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e Amricen Secieiy of ﬁirouu and Fublishers {ASCaP)
e eamposer groups which L3 mentiomed 4n the course of
ated that, ot the tine when dw first planned his wip

sonversstian,

STt sbroad, the goups hud been very eseperetiw 4n alding hic and had prozised
e - . an sdvense puysent en roynlties te tide over SAUKE until the paxt peried of
= rhrelty paypents, (SUBJLCT stated Shat She ofrangessrt 1o for the soxposers
=3 , 50 Fut all eollection of Peyulties into the hands of the nusiciar Sroups and
peieag ther these groups pey aonthly alletasts to the eoEpossrs; thest a)lotoents

are dependent wpon She paymcat &f Foyalties far arrangecents ®y the socposers

- - Sut & Ge7osit is Peteined and o fund built wp to sssure paynents over o
:_._..."‘ period af Jears when the ausic saxposer 45 ae Jenger popilar,) Suddenly, B’D
-— on the duay prior to the departure date of SOITSE, the ck mes To-
. Selved but wus arither tiv mount precisesd per nquum SCURSE Pf. 4
= 3 ‘oteted that be tried to £ind sut why Shere had been & sudden Shange 4n the .
v sttitude of the group; be wad 8014 :Lhat the susic groups eaw no resson wiy pm"'
be should some over-seas, and there Nad beer & Mesitancy t5 Allot money to
pavs AL his to be med for & trip st the Giae, BSOITST surpected thut suth was due
;::_j . $o the fart that be had eacplained €0 the *Thite Nouse™ &1 & personi) letter l
2 e sbout soce subversiwe activities of the groups to which he belonred, SOURSE
— stated that 1t hud peened W0 hin Lrat RanNIVY, hustand of ene of the Andrex

Bisters, hud pade a great effort to "push’ gope eamposers who were Russian

ond others who were vary pro-Caczw.ist. SOITSY 89 of the spinion that funds
paid to Russiun composers as suth wad avery geod sover $o transfer dollar
Sredits to the Soviet government; he fuwrther sald that he had writien & letter
S0 the White House eulling attention to the preferentisl trestment given to

Shese pro=Comrunist mexzbers of the eamposers, 4 lot more of the mme tenor
0llowed,
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ASowrrty

T4 16 1F

hen SOURSE stated that after pesching Prance he had wsed the Aperican Express
89 & mailing address, Purihermore, he hud asksd one (1) of the Prerch girls
ho worked st the dmerican Express to give persoma) attention s il oo

5 © thet §8 would be forwarded to hiz en & plamned trip to ROIZ. arrived

= 4n Prante in Jyns, went to in sugsur, ané had been An Puris con-

tinuously since Scptanber,) steted Shatl he had arranped to meet the
girl and to auke & finanedul srrangeoent with her en Non'.y, 26 Novecber 195);
bousver, en Fridey or Saturddy, 23 or 24 Nov 51, Richard SRIGHT ned held a

(eontinued)
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“ohe e1d s Goore pam The rench wecan exployss of the Acerican Express,
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Beleng but Mud enly e &
an hed been

t
‘wiud sbserved the mseting and
solicies, racial and foreig, BOUASE ex-

4
AN

4w

the tenor of e eomn;t en which
Semrelly gritical of the Axericws
pressed Sle epinion thet WRIGHT,

¢ v who Ras publicle seveked Cersunist leanings,

- 40 43 auch & sommunist as e over hud bnn.-hhd that tie Frencn girl
- . Suxs o Aie Sarly en Nonday morning, 2¢ Nov $1, and etated that $t would be
g - fapossitle £ keep the plahned appoistment with BOURSE as "sosething”

. J- had gome wp, teted thit ene of the persons at the seeting had probably
- Sald the girl %0 aveid hix bessuse of $he Foct Shat he 45 sonsidered & “st00l~
izs pigeon” for anti~sutversive persons. €14 ot know whas this eould nave
F.3 Soen but suspected that Ricrard WRIGHT would Auve been &n an $dsu) position 8o
% do this a0 WIGnT was & tr&“:uﬁ‘:ﬂﬁw and Nre, RIEESIN and at ene 1
S~ Sinme kra, RIBFSON hud agked belp &n getsing & script sold ot $he Del-b
T Sorner Foothers Studie, 8 taken the seript 4o and offered 4t to the
=2 Worner seript depsrtannt but had been ©1d that "he sheuld otick %o writing er
e @usic and let the Red elerent alomwe,” p
A . Rl‘h\,
—_— * stuted thet EIS0I% hud mude & piclure dn South Americe ‘early this year
. Since has lost & lot of monej procoting & dunce group, WICGHT hud asked

> o srite sore aus & nes shox wh.ich NRIGHT wanted 0 do 4n erder

S setoup his fortune, was 8f the epinion tmi WRICHT,;ooiesd who hus kept

e gﬁo US eitisenship and 1ives off book royaliles frec Americen sales, oes not

-] \Q L gpcelve the whale-hesried gooperation of tie PRerch or Americans who are re-

g NN 5 %uw Shelir IS eitisenship and working in Prance, " SOURS: 4s of the epinien

Sl N 2 : at the purme persons who attecpiled to block his trir abresd have marned the

PN 3 = w

:7,-__.‘3 N g f{_‘ - @ethering any information whick would reveal their activities, Arong

discoveries which BOURSE made wis that his Busic was being played 4n

nee and thet the Fremh apercies had deen puying royaltisa to the American
ciety of Cocpasers for twenty {(20) geurs in his uceouni.*upldud
ot his trip L0 Inzland was 10 spend the ro;mdties which @uld not be

frac thut eountry (in excess of twenty-eight (22) pounds sterling).
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vergive elerants in Paris to soteh SOURSE'S pono?:d eontatts and keep hix I
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Barpely bocsuse b hus mot paid his rant; he gave the @Pplamtion that ehecks
> 'Ware sent $0 his fres tn US on otheddls but tise pariods exsesded amount of
~ @ash on hand 90 Shut SOURSE was fForeed to meve often; Afterwards he would
- Gatth up ®n the bills when his ghecks arrived, . .

2, SOUPST ssamed siacere and wunded such pore ssherent Shud the written re-
port sems %o Andicste, SOUFSL veluntesred the infermatien, axplaining thet he war

- . seeklig soney ar any rexuneretion Dut wanted te do hs patriotic uty,
. One Lhing seased strange — that wes the ant-Sezotie the of his statezentia, b?b
e SOURSE yeferred to Col, MCCORNICK as & ®grest Anerican™ and axpressed
amen SrTevel of the editerisl polisfes af Brut section of the fzerican press, Der
av s SOURSE seemed to be wel) versed &n the sttashasrt af warious persons to P
- Corcunist groups and prezieed that any proef of the otetecents er suspicions n'
P - g which he sould sbtain would be gledly given to Milltary Intailigence,
- R - . ) ‘
oL 3. Pepuwrtoent of Veterans Affairs, US 1s, werified thut there &s
Do ey ol oo G 1< rvers V03 SIS
e for inforcetion,” -
l:.t i &. It & possible LhALMNOURS. suy huve & "sental quirk” which wauld account ®
CL for the sttarpt af the Society of Coryosers to keephiz 4n America., Yet a
o word w the Passport section would have atcomplished this, Intriguing mstter
L and the informaetion goven reference 4% ties -in with the erigiml &nforrstion,
Tl
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BAC, New York (100-4167)) Pebruary 19, 195:
irector, FBI (100-157L6lL) _ 3 . 4
Iy ECORDED-39 . / : ..

R .
- Ct‘ RICHARD WRIGHT
~ SECURITY MATTER-: @ €

Tranemitted herewith s a eopy of a letter dated

Jmuary 8, 1952, with enclosures, from the Bureau's Liafson b’
Office, Heldelberg, Gormany, _ c

This is for your information, .

Bode: —— -
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February 4, 1952 szytt;r = ARKY COURjEx
Director, ps;
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UNCO~AVERICAN FELLOWSHIp c;am:]*_
INTERNAL SECURITY — o -

Attached\ for t
& Region 1x 6 :

6th Lic
Earding tne above

M
orzation is one €Opy of Al X
hment report diteq vanuary 3, 1952 pe- R RY:
capt d group, Also attached s one copy of ¢ \,\
& report dated Jan 952, also prepareg by xegion iX, pe. W
grding RiCHiRD T ganizer of the captioned Eroup, (ne
€opy of eacn of these reports is being furnished to the LEG.Y, cuzih
aris, France with 8 copy of tnis letter, (H) RO
BN
, No further actiop is contemplated in this matter by — o '; =
; CIC but any additiongt Anformation whien B1Yy be resgived will ﬂ Y 2 :,E
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Region 31, AEth €30 Cotachment, AT §T, B¢ Amey  FX-P-S1
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O I Jece-r 3551, the fellowin: Inferxation echceruiag FUN(T war giwn:

The FUSCi=KTRICAN FEILTM!-IP O} T" war or acised plunrt entirely by °
{ Plchare VIT'T, Aericas writer, L hoarieur Lo Prince, P75, dravee, Sanecistel;

* after the war (&0 11), sn? war e.pm0erd &6 be & @ponecredp for youn; writers,’
artiett o poete w'o were studests fn Fraace., WZITHY, whooe worse sre widely
fusd In Prance an? ha'e bees Lranrloted fatc sort Zurcrean Lan~uates, wart
susxpel ¢ bre the "Patlroa ef ArL” o9 arran’e seireer an’ affair: that wers to
be internrtion:) in claracter to effect the $ntorfuction of the Anerican: and
Lnir French eyinterparte. Sttt dnce-tion ¢f th- rrcup, WRITTT 8¢ the
®avsrex:at o7/ iles Bnes (Jmes/CaXsvivce, 23 *Fale YT a7, e 1/E1.NLTT)
were vory friend)) sy 67 o younciters, particdarly ths auric erowt,
ea~¢ t0 Mhey Inety/ WRIGHT met 2oy of the Jom sterr ma? {avite? th»s W Us
affsire thet tha)t 2NLiel TTI00K FRILANTCIP OF TT sponsored, #act ar drnees,

.',‘!-"‘._':': x . weritaldr, Nl“-ll"!. av ecentall pertier. Toan 8t R2:t tLe, Pevwre. ¢! Un

' etadestr arde Flaterentsz € the effect that the gr.o war Pleftirt® o the
L"_""—-. R asture of 4ts discurzicar 82 that the marrcar we fefende? the levach e
. S - Srrican conce-~t of Nenocrucy were netl piven the g=e Mrarin=r gt the "Txistan-

i‘ . " © o Slonaliete® and *)lef\” pariisane. Qeny ¢f the socind affairr vere f5llurer gud

fatsr foasnarinlle €n ths Yasl wear) mrst af 1o Aaeriras Stavdacta. €hw FTulacas
WY F YR Y - MIWAS SW Wers PTIT QWS 1 Wwr e we W te T . pEmwwwe ) W

— - . .-—.-"

k -'{l Crevi™ (identifiel ‘or Ansricany e ore tewricete a0 R4, $arehe’] Plan explaywer.

A o ¥Slitary (TU7T) pexbers) have cempletely awided the WII'HT grca® 80 one
—— thet S0 pore "2eft® thas mct, The principal me Dere of the ¥/iyi=a 04N

- o . PT1IATVIP A UF Rave Loea Sdaatified ss Pichard WTIIT; Juy/LIFFOCT, vetired
——— syicon O tozs C221cial, o~ef aicvt I, AT Poe CUIRNy, Fa%iT, Franer) (fou)

ricar Taprers eztleyee ) Pol}y/” TR, Marrican Saprecs Cowmany; and
JIPTid, Sounter of the [ irtantionslin® hotcseot, lately there bat

T Be:n 0 BFAC Potwers Chw Chet Jofz Ferrcnnel onf the WA/ T group tecsare
fa_— = W3 testef thes (the (he: fee: Cruao) for his mcvie Fastive fon®, w.ich wa:
- made in fosth Aw rican and tha €id mot employ oy of the. S0 [ . R
oy % 1 VINYT and Bir g bave besa the tar~ets oF stiacks froz eod Ja 2P TAL LTS, -
o= 3 - goun: gerve writer wo S5 8 stelent da PATIC, haviag ecxe oversa 8 schilarshiy
: ;lnn E‘lw Amrricen Futlicidas Corperyre ‘IY attacke the hatrel Lhaxet

!

S0 perontmate "Pncle Too. Litersture JoL'wCe” wten the @y Bat ecae for a aore

o e ‘ of the V17377 writinse and the atte Pt of the FiANCO-5.TTCAY PEIV"M 3T O \F
Opealistic an? maelytical” aprosch ¢ t'w Ans-icad Segre fyodlm, . (re)
i
b
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BR2E ¢ 20 recezter 2973, SN - 10t £ v 2, W TS SO
LR Ei & ®ov Mvin- ot lol Crystal, 35 kw 16, son2il, 14717, Prance, wluntrervd uvp"_
2 . Z 2 folloving infervation 40 suirtance) (continwed) 4’
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51 . is mot the ce-e with WRIGHT

- wﬁduld be boted that whereas RIChARD WRIGHT continues
- maintain an anti-Stalinist position since his expulsion from the
CPUSA, be has wittingly or not been serving Communist progendsa ends by
frejuent contributions to neutraliat publications such as L'Observateur

- md T ey I o
= particularly by hils inzistence on portraying abrosad only the ssamy

side of the rsce guestion in the United States. Whlle flirting wdth
T toism and Ssrtre-iém, he has waintained a position, so far as the

Best-West iimt is iiiiiined, tantamount to ' & plague on both your
houses. with WRIGHT has been close, and although

1 t §1a poss elr nolitical rhilosophies are much allke,
\ e ackgmund 88 well as his writings indicate the
IRET & discreet tie-in with the Stalinist camp itself, which
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RICHARD WRIGAT 59399 oY

4 review of our files reflects that a
(pinvestigation was conducted during 1943-1948 on a Richard Naothani:

securtty-type

~_Fright, who is identical with the captioned individual,. Fright—
was born on September 4, 1908, in N.tchez, Mississippt. UNe

claimas eight yeara of elementary

school education and professes

e¢zperience o3 ¢ novelist, playwright, poet, and newspaper reporter
In 1835 he worked on the Federal Friters Project in Chicago cond

#old articles und short stories to maguzines.
on the same project in New York City.
"Daily Worker”™ and became a contributing editor
" DBoth of theae publications have been cited

8ome work for the
of the "New Nasgses.

In 1937 he worked
At that time he also did

Gs organs of the Communisti Party by the Special Co-mittee on Un~

American Actfvities, Report, Jonuary ?,

1939,
100-157464)

Oon Narch 21, 1942, Wright's name appeared on the list
of the "Cozmittee to Free Earl Browder,” which mca published in

the March 21, 1942,

Foice” hos been cited by the California

Activities, Report,
Communist initiated

to be In the Stclin
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lssue of the "People's Voice.™ " The "People's \
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1948, as among the publications found "to be
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0 July 28, 1944, the New York "Serald eundY pudlish
an article entitled “Negro Article Criticired Reds s Intelercnt”
ta shich Fright wus reported to have stuted ALt Rig Communiat
Rarty membership roughly covered the period from the lattsr part
of 1932 or early part eof 1933 to 1940, end Ats ecrly esseciciien
with the Communiais in CAicage was bdroken {n 1937 when, A said,
v he was "ejecied” from the Porty. PFright stated that ke was rein-
J stated tn 1937 ead mainicined ¢ relationship with the Party matil
1940. Hovever, ¥right's mome sppenred Srequently tn the "Daily
Porker” duriag 1941 and 19€2. Fright was reported to be a menber
o/ the American Conmittece to Save Refugees as of Narch 6, 1942,
axd on Septembder 18, 1942, Re was listed os ene oS the officers of
the League of American Friters edvocating ¢ second froat fer Ruro;
The American Comalttee to Save Refugees has been cited a3 s
Comniuniat fronst by the Special Ceanmiitee on Un-American detivities
Report eof NMorch 29, 1944, and the Le.gue of American Friters Aas

been cited a8 Communist by the Attorney CGemeral.
~ (L=2; 100~1374=4-5, 13)

h: . Phe Augusti, 1944, issue of the "Atlaniic Nonthly®
=%
hm..p

publtahed an article entitled "I fried to bec o Communist® in

which Wright discussed Ais earliest erperiences as o Comxuniat

&- . Party menber in Chicago and touched wpon the problems he faced
SR in trying to present his own #decs to the Party. Az a result,
N considerable publicity was given Wrigit’s ariicles in the "Daily

! Norker”™ mewspaper. In his column entitled "Wer Times,™ pubdlished

b= cr—— $n the August 6, 1944, tasue of the "Doily Worker,™ Benjarin J.

e Davis, Jr., referred io Fright and to what he colled Wright's

E "public and whclly unjfustifiable octtack on the Commyatats.”™

Daovia referred to Fright's claim of witidrcwing from 'the Cormunisti:

tn 1340, and ocsked why Fright watted until 1944 to make Ata

break publtc. Duvis inguired whom Fright wcs trying to impress

end tndiccted that right'’s attitude was a form ef super-leftism.

[

Fright was clossified ocs 4-F during Forld War II becuuse
of a severe paycho-neurcsis. His interest in the problems of the
Fegro wis almoat an ebsession. (100-15?464-15)

Fright left the United Si.tes for France in Moy, 1946,
and there is no itndication In our files reflecting thct as
ever returned to the Unfted Siuz

(B
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An tnétuidual who Fives $n pPorta, France, aduvised tn

Lecember, 1951, that sright regcined hie nited States citizens iy
and lived off his bo.k rojalties from 4rericarn sales. Ke r:portcd

that Ae had attended @ meeting which was a "Communist front™ and
which was generally critical of American polictes, racial and

Joreign., .his meeting was atiended by ¥rijht and {t was ths

informant’s opinion that even though 4right hod publiely tiigfuced

Cowmuynigm, ke was o8 ruch @ Cosmunist as Ae Aod ever been, '
e g 100=157L6L-51)

- %n Decernber 16, 1987, entified source reported

ﬂ that the Franco=Arericaon Fellewship Group was organigzed almost

. entirely dy Richurd #right, American writer, 1k Nonsieur Le

- Prince, Paris, Jrance, immediately after #orld ¥ar II, end was
suppcsed to bde a sponsership for joung writers, ertists, and

. poets who were siudenie In France. At the time of its ergenizatic:
/¢ several of the atudents hod rade stuterents to the effect that
the group was "leftist” in the nature of $ts discussions. Accordi

to tne inforrant, ~right and his group were the targets of
attacss fron ene Jares Balduwin, @ young Negro writer who was @
atidenrt ¥n FPari8. Baldwin ettacked the hatred theres of the

Fright eritings and the atiempt of the Franco-American Fellowship

Group to perpetuote "Uncle Tom Literature ‘bthod".ﬁZjﬂ}\
' (7o S. arry; 100-157/6)-3.2) ot
in LDecember 10, 1951, an Americon citizen, then
living in Faris, edvised that her niece, who wgs a astudent, had
been invitec to join the Franco-A.erican Fellouship Group by
Richard aright, who stai1ed $hat the group was composed of
"militant persons™ interes.ed in the welfare of the axerican
hegro. nccording tc the in;orrant, the nitece attended one
reeting o/ the ergunfzation ar.d come to the cenclusion that
Mdespite tts denials of Communism, the group easpoused the Come
muni st Party line as the girl had kncwn §t in the United States,

100-157L451-32,
(- v, (N 57054-32,
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: In enswer to yoxr agutry set forsh ia
reference Sonnunication, we Mave mo odjection $o
your furnishing $nforacttion previossly furntshed by
48 concerning Richard Frigae, Providing that we are
IZ o way Indioated ea she &ource of the infermation,
You ere further eduteed that the identity of the 3
Sources furnishinyg the information contained In epur

Reaorandun $o0 you oannot be divulged, {
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NOTE TO SAC's 0htcagc,k§aa dngeles, Nobile, and Jew York:

For the ssststance of all offt0es rcoc!vtng
coptes of tnatant comnunication, there 18 attached &
eopy of & eelf-explanatory memorandun doted November 20,
19853, which wos recetved from SAe Deparitment as well
88 a copy of the petition filed Dy the Atitorney Seneral
with the Sudbversive Actfvitiea Control Board seekiag
$o cause the registratien of the captioned erganization,

Bureau files reflect that each of the
tadividuals referred o tn the sttachmnent 18 well knewn
to the office in the area In which he %8s belileved %0
reside,

In the adsence of any information tn your
Jiles which would mcke such sction $madviscble,
Bureou suthority ts granted to condlot the reguested
tnterviews.

In wiew of dhe diatinct posaidtlity #hat
the Rearing relative %0 she eaptioned organization
before the Bubversive Activities Control Board will
cormence in the mear future, $t 18 desired that #he
results of your sction n Shis regard be submiited iIn
menorandun form suitoble Sfor disseminaiien to #re
Department to reach the Bureau mo later shan
Decemder 17, 1958,

v mw e
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. prige e w
E_ ;;555 ¥ i
‘ . N 355 Reference is made to your specific request for
beww [o .25 information reflecting captioned individuals defection
= y < Zd from the Communist Party.

G
; ﬁ%g A review of our files reflects that a security-type
(9]

Investig;&éon wia oonducted during 19,3-19.6 on a Riechard
YathanleX 'wright, who {e icentical with the captioned indl-
vidurl. Wright was born on September L, 1908, in WNatcheyz,
Missisaippl. Be elaims gipght years of elenmentary school
educsticn and profeeses experiente as a novelist, playwright,
poet, and newspa-er rerorter, Tn 1935 he worked oo the
Federal Writers Project in Chlcagec =2nd sold articles and
ahcrt sterles to magazirnes. Ir 1937 he worked on the same
project in Yew Yorx City. 2t that time he also did scme
work for the "Daily Worker" ard became a contr-buting
editor of the "hew Hassesz." EFoth of these pubiications
have been citec ae orgars of the Com-unist Farty by the
fpeci.l Comrittee on Un-American Activities, Report,

% Jaruary 3, 1939,

On March 21, 1942, Wrightt's name anpeared on the list

f the “Comzittee to Frce Farl Browder," which was published ir.
— v he March 21, 1942, issue of the "People's Voice.” The "Pecple
n Voice®™ his been cited by the California Comaittee on Un-Americs
fetivitles, Peport, 19.8, as among the publicutions found “to b
Communist initiated and controlled or so strongly influsnced as

to be in the 3talin solar system" ‘\“-\’
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“’n**” Telson Fote: USIA requested additional information

N Richar ight in connection with USIA employee
.*UMA specifically requested informatlo b;
i t w t ] . z
T defection by Wrigh *f) T & */ -~
Orig. USIA | )
& f@(
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" Borni September I, 1908
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L In response ¢o your name sheck request, you ars
- s referred to FBI mntigatiu reports shed agency
- in the oase entitled "Richard Fathanie ight; Internmal
o Becurity ~ C" furnished your sgency on Uctober 25, 1944,

eoncerning ths gubject of your namns sheck request.

- i .
Pransmitted hecowith 4s an PBI investigative CV//
report in ths eage entitled "Richard Nethanlel Wrightj
Bocurity Matter - C" oonsersing the subjest of your mams
shatk request.

t

st

On October 21, 1542, Wright's name appeared on the
1ist of the ®Corrittec to Pres Xarl Browdler," which wag

ublighed in the March 21, 1942, tssus of the "People's Yolee.®

« = % Fhe "Peoplets Yolce” has bean oited by the California Cormittes
2113 #n Un-American Actiyities, Report, 19L8, as among the

T = fublications found "to be Communist fnitiated and econtrolled

< "5 8 80 strongly influenced as $o be within the Stalin Solar

yston.*

i
vV Wl

A
3
-]

SI314

<

-
00-16746L-8) . o =
R 1%32 ﬂ“@iw *ork 'Rorlldj Tribume"

ublished en article entitled ™Regro Article Criticisel

g Yoo . ROds As Intolerant” fn which wright was reported $o have .

PR :.:..:Tﬁ__stated ¢hat his Communiat ?if'%‘ijbﬁj'lhip roughly oovered /
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the period froxm the latter part of 1932 or sarly !u-t ol
19331’:0 19,0, and his early association with the Communist

gn Chic was broken &n 1937. d:aa. ho enid, De was

‘A-.-A h.- b\;- ‘n-h -&-‘-‘ ‘L-‘ h -.—- —‘__
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tnatated in 1937 end eTntainad o rolltionship m».h the
Party until 19,0. HKowover, Wright's ns-w

frequently in the "Dally worke dmﬂ.nih:.ﬂﬂmand 1%2.
Wright was reported to a marber of rican

Cormittee to Save Refugoes as of March 6, 1942, and

on Scpterder 18, 1942, ho was listed as ons ¢of the officers
of the Laagus or drmerican kritors, altvocating a seconi front
for Europc. The Aroricen Comittee to Scva Refugees hes been

attad aa a Cormamist Prasr h-r *hn Bnantal Fm‘&hﬂn am "b\_

Al W A S WiAW

E.‘M
A Arericsn Activitiss, Report of March 29, 16, and the
- Lea~ue of American Writsrs has been ¢lted by $hs Attorney
- Goniral of the United states pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

100~157L6! «5)
The Ausust, 19.*4 , 188U 07 the "Atlantic P'.onthlr'

. 1ished en article entitlecd ™I PTried to be a Corrumist®
- n which Wricht discusscd his sarliest exporiences as &
mlt Party menber in Chicago and touched the
*- wrohlame hn facad 4n h-rinn b s mnnt his oun fdass tn &ha
Party. Ae a rosult eonstderabls publicity was given wright's
- articles in the 'Dail Workor" uwugge s colum
entitled "Row Times,” Ilnhad Lngnst 6, 19!;4,
issuo of the "Dally Horkor. Banjarin J. Davis, Jr.,
roferred to Wright and to what he ealled Wrightis 'pubuc
and uhon{omjuatin-ble attack on ths Cormunist." Duvis
reforre! ¥ripghtts clalin of withdra fro» ths Corrmunist

in 19,0, an?! asked why Wright walted until 19} to meko his
braalk publie. Davis fnguired when th-h-h!- wae trvinc ta irmrans

-

and mdiutod that ifrisht'l atutwio wvaz a form or mr-
Joftisn. ;

Wright left tho United Btates for France in May,
1946, and thore is no Indication In o riles reflect
he hns ever returned to the Unitod 2tatoes.
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An individual who 1lives in Paris, Prance, 7
adviged in December, 1951, that Wright retained his
United Btates sitisonship and 1lived off his bLook royalties
irom Amsrican sales. He reported that he had attended a
mooting which was a "Communist front" and shich was
gonsrally eritical of American poli&ies, racial and foreign.
This meeting was attoanded by Wright and it was the infornantts
opiniocn that even though Wright had pabdblically renocunced ~\
. Comnmuniszm, he was as much a Comumist as hs had sver been.p"\M

q 60300-30711_4 %,3¥9ﬂ. another Governmental

agency conducting Sntelligencc Investigations reported that
the Franco « Armerican Fellowship OGroup was organized alwmost
entirely by Richerd Wright, American writer, 1l Monsieun

Le Princs, Paris, France, immediatecly after World Wer IY,
and was supposad to be a sponsorship for yoang writers,
artists, and posts who were studernts In France. At the time

- - N Mot ite organization: several of ths students had made

L stateoments to $he effect that ths group was "Leftist" in
T the naturs of its discussions. Asccording to the informant,

A4 Wright and his group were the targets of attacks from ons

James Baldwin, a young Negro writer who was 8 student $n
Paris. Baldlwin attacked the hatred shemss oI the ¥Wrightts
writings and thos attempt of the Pranco -dfsrican Follmr%np
Group to Perpetuate "Uncle Tom Literature Methods." R [~
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On December 10, 1951, an American citisen, then
1iving in Paris, advised that her niecoe, who was s student,
had besn invited to join the Franco « Amsrican Fellowship
Group by Richard Wright., who stated that ths zroun was
composeu o "militant persons® interested in the welfare of
thL: Areriean Negro. According to the informant, the ntece
attendsd one meeting of the organization and came to the !{\)\‘
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eonclusion that despite its denials of Communism, ths gronp

espoussd the Comrunist Party lins as the girl had knowmn it
L in the United States. ﬂ (100-1571;&,_-32&
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On July 28, 1944, the NWew York "Herald Tribune"
" published an article entitled "Kegro Article Criticized Reds
. as Intolerant”™ in which Wright was reported to have stated
that his Communist Party membership roughly ccvered the periocc
frou the latter part of 1%93c or early part of 1933 to 19,0, ar
his early assoclation with thae Commurnists in Chleago was brok:
in 1937 when, he siid, he was "ejected” froxz the Party. Wrigh
stated that he was re-instated in 19537 and maintained a pelati:
ship with the Party uritil 1940, HRowever, Wright's name appear
frequently in the "Daily Woriker" during 1941 ané 1942, wWright
was reported to be a member of the Amerieasn Committee to Save
Refugees as of Kareh 6, 1942, and on September 1lE, 194z, be
was listed as one of the officers of the League of American
¥riters advecating a second front for Furcpe. The Amcrican
Cormitteae to Rave Refupees ham heen eited ag a Comminiat
front by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report of March 29, 1944, and the League of American writers
has been ¢ited as Comnurist by the Attorney General.

The *ugust, 19,4, issue ¢f the “aAtlartic ¥onthly™
putlished an article entitled "I Tried tc be a Communist™ 1ir
which Wrighkt discussed hia esariieat experiences as a Communist
R Party member in Chlcago and tcuched upon the problems he faced

) ir. trylng to present his own 1deas to the Party, As & result
o ccnsiderable publlelity was given wrightt's articles in the "pail:
5%. _ wWorker®” newepaper, Ir his column entitled "Kew Times,” publish:
e in the August 6, 194k, issue of the "maily worker,” Benjamin .J.
o Pavis, Jr., referred to ¥right and to what he called wWrightts
g "public anéd wholly unjustifiable attack on the Commur.ista,”
—— prvis referred to ¥Wrightt's c¢laim of withériwing from the Cow-
rmmmists in 1940, and esked why Wright walted until 1944 to make
- his break public. Davis Inguired whom Wright was trying to

temnwasn ard fTrndAlircrntad that Wniohtta atdttude wunns a Frmm af
AMIPLI W el AMMCALR IV W wiiab mA ApiaY P mwwavuwe o W & Ve M W

svper-leftism.

L. Wright left the United States for Prance in ¥ay, 1946,
and there 1s no indication in our files reflecting that he han .

ever returnced io the Ur.ited itatu. —
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An individual who lfm in Paris, France, advised in |
December, 1951, that Wright retained hir United States citizen~

ship and lived off his book royelties from Ameriocan sales, He
reported that he had attended & meeting which was a “Commmist
front™ and which was generaelly critical of Amerigin policies,
» pacial and foreign. This meeting was attended by Wright who had’
' publiely renounced Communism, but he wa= as much a Communist a&s
\ . he had ever been, ¢ . -t

N On December 16, 1951, another Governmental &gency éon=
~ -  ducting intellipence investirations reported that the Franco-

N American Pellowship Group was organized almozt entirely by

A, ‘Richard wWright, Ameriean writer, 1l Monsieur Le Prince, Paris,

‘6 - Frangs, irmediately after World War 1I, and wae supposad to ha a
>« . sponsorship for youn; writers, artists, and poets who were stu-
RV dents in France, AL the time of its organization several of the

students had made stetements to the effect that the group was
¥leftiet" in the nature of its discussions, According to the
informant, wrirht and his group were the targeis of attacks from
one James Baldwin, & young Negro writer whc was & student in
Paria, Baldwin attacked the hatred themes of ths Wright writ-
ings and the attempt of the Fransc-Amerlcan Fellowship Group to
perpetuate "Uncle Tom Literature Methods,” {L(\_O

On December 10, 1951, an Americen citizen, then living
in Paris, advised that her niece, who was a student, had been
invited to join the Franco-Amerioan Pellowshlp Group b{ Richard

*

- "

sons™ intere=zted in the welfare of ths American Negro., Accord-
ing to the informant, the niece attended ome meeting of the or—
ganizetion end eame to the econclusion that despite 1ts denials
, of Communism, the group eapoused the Communist Party line as tiw ‘
l girl had dmown it in the United States, {u) ﬁj

The foregoling information {s farnished to you as the
_pesult of your re uest faor file eheck and is not to be
saonstrued an & elaarancea or & nonclaarance w Individual in-

volved, This Information 48 fwrnished for yoir use and ghould
not be disseminated outside of your agency, '
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3 DEPARTIEIT OF STATY, VASIITIGTX Yoy 3, 1955 Eum-s
Ref
I‘Pm/l-i
RECEIVED FROM /y s
NAY 1 § 1953 St -2
/// v el STATE DEPT OHB Edr
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TCangress of S-holars of the Heoro vorld”, spansoreg Uy the lefuist 615—7
7y Préocdse £hyisiine, §3 sohedoled 5 tale place in Paris Senrtember 15-02, AR
993 Rk FJIEN, AocTien nexo o the Exesutive Comistee of Al
the Preseine A-c..ele and foomer Jaronist Purdy noober, believes P n})’
4, trsish ¢ careoul sclertion of the Anerisac Delesation o the /-
Sonzreaz; e loftict tendencle:s £7 the Oomsress sen be pertoelizaed,
Mre PIGEXE], Polivizcel Adviser in tix I'rexch Mizistry, of Overcces
. Territor.es, believes the frporatse o the Soazress shinild not e
underestineted and that every etiort should be mede 40 rreserve
the orieciation of the Présenae LD+ :aine to the West.

-\ :' -

The Présene A'=isnine, thtch desorives itoell as a Qultwwml Reviev of the Riack
¥orld®, 4s a bincoctlily rulliation, oow £a §t2 oeventh yeer. Tle fonder and pudlisher
of the Présence ATrizeine is M+, Alfome DIGE, e rether Mbere” but strenfiy Cotholie
necro, formeriy e res.aent of doter vut aow ldving io Paris. Tie orientatioa of the
articles 4gpeering in the Préscnce Africcine eppecrs to be dofinitely tp€ic lelt.

'Atne CESATRE, Caxrnist Dont) froc (oiinigee and 8 poet, end Rend IFLIIST, o Btien
and allepsed t0 be ¢ nocber a” the Coomnist Perty, are Loth contributing mombers of

the Carxittoa for Poescnze Afrlcaine. O Carxitiee members in:ivde:™ A. ADAIDE,

S. 0., BICWN , A, BIYIDI, A. K. TU3L,, B. D'TIT, B, FLIL, A FRATLI), i. Faulin JOACHIY,
d. KI, Seneat KO, D, WIRDCSST, Ulcal QVIDGGH, IWUAAT, OWIKL., Ray AUTRA, A, SADI,

and A, WALE,

'n':e Endessy has beon informmed that Presexe Africaine for ¢ tine recelved a subsidy
fran the Frenth Goverment ulhich wes subacquenily discontimued boceise of the letist ’

arti-colonia) and generally tms‘mi}:le ncture of its editaria” nolicy.
lse-Lers of
The Decenmber 1955-January 1¢5° issue of IPresenze Africe’re mar~icd, omony &
sdvertisenents, "An Appecl to Black Uriters &xd Armiists, prinuca ‘n both French end

Enzlish, whish constitsted an open fnvitetiom to Fess of scoiars of the Begoro
Vorld, scheduled to tale plece in Paris, Scptecler X90-22, 05 < =% ion bore
tle naes of eishteen peonle aaosrising the Dneavtife Caritice 1o Wie Confress. A

: (1) w

t=is d¢spatoh, wos subsecuently addressed to the
that €2\ Unitod Stotes morbors gp the Faeabitive Sog
Joaczhine KR, and Ridu.u-.‘. L {03 AN .

P :JDoeman/53

mimcogrephed repript o the invitatio, acr;y"a:"\lL‘EB. 5
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cern over the leftist tendencies of the Executive Carittee for the Cooresss Be
believed the naiers of the Carittee vere libere?! thinlers end he thousht there
vas a distin:t danger that the Carrmisis Bifhi exnloit the Congress to tiwir aum
ends., Meny mxnvers of the Presence Africnine, he sald, were in ocarch o en
idenl they could not obiain and os such voild be fertile gromd for Sarnmist
exploitation. To counterast such e tendensy, Mr. Wright woniered 42 the Frbesgy
cold assist hin {n suzgesting possidie Aserizan necro Gelemtes Wio are relsatively
vell kowm for their cultwal ashfevenests end wo could carxet the leftist ten-
dencies of the Conzress. Mr. Uright, the Doveriment will roesll, wos himself
fornerly a noober of the Caxranist Porty. Lo Indisated that he wos ociZinally oo
the Camittoe of the Prosence ATriwine but that be bed been droped receatly
because of his present enti-Camualst prin:iries. B vever, Mr. Wi fit's pane vas
reteined on the list of bosts for the forthooming Coness.

By coinzidenze, Dre Francis M. BUIXED, Minarities Af¥eirs Adviser, OPfice of
Polizy end Projyons, with USIA 4in eslintoa, was In Paris shortly efter H-e Wright'c
visit to the Erobassy. Dr. Homond Lty clindtied the folloring nomes of possible
delesntes to the fongress, axes vl wite subseguently tuwmed over to Kow Cricht:

CARTR, Elror A, v
* piess: 2,0 Drendiey, U Yo €. Solumiist; State Cane

mission asninct Digerinination,

IS, Sheoiillus )

ror toy yoe™s comirivetor to weekly magesine, “Apericn’.

REJDIY, Soumders

Praescor of English at Doroton Institote, Dorrton, Virginia;
farmerly held Lonfer Great; autior o o Doy o Sriuagph” end
‘An Aoericsc in India’.

RABIISX, Sceve Jxes 1.
: itinister of Precbytemian Qrareh of the Moster, 132th Strect
N ex lorningaide Avexse, J. Y. C.  Bas written sovernl boo's oo
' - Africao

ROV, Coxrd

Uriter: bas held Leadcs Grant; represcontative for Tlinnea-
polis Stor Trituae”; atieaded Ncnlung Comercase; bes visited
/Mriss; euthar of Wic PItiful and the Proud ', due to be mubidshed
in Arxrfd, 195..

SCEYLLR, Geore

3. P N, T Y WL SRR T | PI Ep S y
. <@g Yol eddtor of "PLttsuirh Cousier jientielaToi

editor 40 liero Presp; has trovcted yidely.

\
B, Usight enimec.ated the soocestiars fornished hin Uy the fribassy and edded
hed

these panes to a Mst o susoested dodontes he hed himnel? savoned and
wud.m;l ) ’
7
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o g e— g

e —r ey T




N S o ens Lon hiuinbih b ol et

R :

L,

- - Teteae N e
et cembt o e N e w4 -t el - Lo - .. - Tt T e T T : :
- . e . B I Y S S S e (o vt S WA T ERHT T AR T D L L

Far’s
forwvarded to Mr. Rey VILINS, Rorrutive Seoretary of the meotiaxdl Assoriation for
the Advancencnit of Colered Feonle. Mo Wripht, in forunrding the list of nomes to
Mr. Wilkins, sugpestod that Moe Wilkins might work closcly with the Departoent

befare sounding a:tea:hmdividsmlmhismmastoaeweasam;hcraf

the Anerican Delegetion.
Mr. Wricht's liot 1521uded the follovinz nanes:

ELLYXE], Ralwh

Hyenid{et ol Carmemsm Enl »irin~s el nn ¥
WS VA OV LR A WALAC A Wk el o W\-UMC&,

in Ttaly on e prix-de-Tunc.

1
4
;
1
&

gonrs, Gester
ii:velist fram Chio,

HB:‘;TS, lan~stoan
Poct, no-elist, end authar of children's starics. .

:. ROZDTS, J. Al o~
/ Poyidar historian froo Wed Yorlk Clty.

ROUAT. Cerl 7
heoorter for Homeo~alis Star ead Tribume/

I, Wltdor Gordner
liovelist and joanelist; ~orently eorloyed in Peris om
Far Postorn Desk of Agenre Fronce Poease,.

LS, Melvin B,
Poct Loreate of Liberia; prolessar of Poolish &t
Loncston talversity, Quleboss; som is Pultriit Fellow in Parig.

The waris & Mre Rines, Wr. Bugdics axd Itr. Snith, whooe nooes egpear in the
adove list, have boen trensloted into Preni:; as have the woris o Fr. Wright,

M. Bile JOSSIISMN, Anericon Brecutive Scoretary of the Congress for Cultural

Freedm, has expreased considerable intcrest in the fortheoing Congress of the

Fresense Afriaxnine axd has called at the Eoiassy, oan the sugoestion of Mre Wright,
to discns3s the Lrplications and to ofler his callsboration in combatting Cammmist

1ofluenes.

Nr. Leon PICXN, Politicsl Adriser in the French Minisiry of 0.ecoeas Terri-
torles, said he felt that the Prescnae Africaine represented en increasingly im-
portent graus, 8 Gop @ Libesnl thiniers Wfio might wvell be 1od down the Carrmist
path. Mr. Pigocon felt that every efYort shalld bte meie to crieat the group tovard
the test. M, Pignoa said he was glad thot the Congredn wos schedlal to take
place in Paris this year but be thouht 1t likely that, unless eppropriate steps
were talen, pext yoor's Conmreds ' Ght be held in Progue.

Ty 27 i e s
"} -

wrdnbaod U T
Reprint o Pitaense Africeine,snritation Robert P. Joy e
Dece, 1055905, 195 . 1scC. Canselor o Mosgy
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All AFFLAL T0 BLACSH IMITTRS AD ARTISES

For the f£ix3t tine in history, logre Uriters and Artists ere going to
tale the inltistive in mectin; togeiher ad in aszertaining hov they arc
situcied and vot thelir speciliz recnoasibilicies 1n the wld arce

Coloumed peo &) the worid oo are af opinion thot the liberaticn of
the fnitiatle of peoples oot enrich Irznn eculture to Do pean dourec.
md;nl:m;ntimem:hlesmntcbomﬁuwmascimofﬂxemctmla—
tionalidy botwees @l beinss. IS ic in nes's oeture to revecl his dirmenzicas
colely 'b; sell-cornressio end oot by looving it to others o e'.:rresa bis
real scif. While techaiss are finisiving of the meesoving of the world's
total. Linils, 4t 4c art generctel Ly the free-wili of veonles tivet widl
delineate, the imaost ashets of n-Daosean linen groms. Gogsing the
cul{xrai n-"""ﬁ""“"' of oo Q’J—L‘tl’i?ﬁ vC.ii4 have been untelir ond OOV ETLSOAN0.
Litowise L& would have bee:s har:.utos-_enaet.ouiumz.; imore & Viole
fraciio of e anina’, vegetable o minenn! idosdon,

Dot 4¢3 no‘,cultwonlmeﬂn‘vi_ldeﬂvemtfmw%eemuat:
' ma.aecnamu-n.ran.n;_:mx. its fouzilde dees not dintegrote the
real acsirations OF peonles ronc"l,. aamdcneda..n.mc-s. Al the sanc,
ther must be heerd and re:osnized. )

.

3 i . . 1
vocation; in other uo:*lshcha:tom-aalmazx.dme:qp S.nemyu:e
of his polidarity with other nen end the warld.

Toe oo wWorld, tmno::tm,‘!.ectedb,, bistary, s not the last to aspire
aftcr the exircise of ita culliiool recponsibilitics. O eivilizetions,
beoauoe they badnt thoucht it £I4Ling 0 engrove their laws oo Wwass pomg-

- ments, are reoning the rosh c’..i:r:’.'z_?noi‘ou:e:-:. 0 wedoys, the erreasion of
cadturel 1ile Leing nesecsary to tie salez:and of ey civilizntion, we foel
Dpore acately tlao otless t.bc uwaeasy of rovenling orselves o the warld.
And firat o all, the wponsy o izirodusing aorselves to eash otler,

Begro Schalors dom't know each othes, 'me,fbavenotye-..tc.mqnﬁ)e
Deasurenents of thelr respective pocsitilities nor of thelr caxxo lot.
They are scetiercd anxd often fsalited fn sroromdings wice thels neaconality
1s ot suflicicatly turaed (o palit.

Sinze oobLOYY h:amtas.a*aoc.ﬂnmcmtr*mtimo. At xpes to
maniting's bhectite e, tic tasl: o describing it aoc defin’ny the pentus of
thelr pecles 1= = to ter.
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Paris

Only & Conzress can fuce a task of such pagnitude. This task 1s =0
mmmttmzwcmaexsmuwwmmmmamm
the less e moy ovade it.

Artists, historians or poets, theclogians, scleatists, or thinkers, w
are regquesting you to take up yor ariginal mission in this our comon task
end exmnine togcther with us the folloving programe:.

How HDeoroos of culture stend.
Vo contribtrtion of Oozrocs to umon culture.
Thenes, styles, fraas that tyrpify our people's gonlus,
ot relations are 40 be established with the nodern world
o culture.

; et diftusion shxald te given to the woris of autlorg.
Aid to yomo wvriters and ertists,

Lo L K o

Z\G)

nnﬁmtcmmsafm"softt;eﬂemﬂoﬂdmmmmmm
from the 19 to the 22 Septecer 195 3. :

mmmmammmmAmdwdwmmammmm-
dertaliing, Just as scholars of thc)“.emwo-_dareinvitcﬂtohaakmpm
by their simetie and axtive eooxe: cticm. _

N

Mteruandmmsbsareimiwutoﬁmcm;ressmmrecmsmemum
o their talent. )

Fotor ABDAILUY Afrique du Sud)
Loads ARTINOL U.S.A.)
Eofi AT Gald Ccast)
Hib BEGLIA Soudan )
FProfessor BUSIA Gold Comat)
Professc PICGAIS Biceria)
Joocpiitae BAZER UsSehe)
Nne CESATE Martinique)
Rene IEVPCSST Moits)
Cypries FUIIS] 0 gerta
_ Ben BN H.perin
T . ELIAS Hoerls
. R ARZ0RE Dahiamey
Fcoe MARAY Martiniqe)
D_vidson YICL Sierrn Loone)
Leopcld Sedar STUGIOR Seaeal :
Aoos TUTOOLA Niceria
Richa~d VRIGT V.S.A.)

oo f e eaame - - .
A R by ahoind o T IS B
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A%% INFORLSATION CONTAINED | N o
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7, WAL §-2¢.3 pys 8154 - 56
r./ NARED
U RICHARDARIGHE? S ¢ /. MAr AlG 23 18
Bornt “September 4, 1908 = NAME CHECK

Natohes, Missisalppl
)4*14{ /
Reference is made $0 your request for coples of

investigative reports in the event the cnptionod individual
bas been investigated by tais Bureau.

In response Lo your request, there are a ched
six reports in the ease entitled "Richard Nathaniel Mright,”
which appear to relate to the subfect of your inquiry.

(100-157&6%

: n addition, you are rorcrred to the memorandua
T m— entitled "Richard®wright," dated July 8, 195, which was
’ previously furnished to your agency.

The foregoing information is furnished to you as
& result of your request for an FBI file check and is mot
to be construed as & olearance or & nonolearance of the
individual involved. This information is furnished for
your use and should not be disseminated outside of your
egenoy.

Enolosures {6)

orig. and one to USIA )
Tegofoc D75 esfly _,u”‘ w

To USIA, réquested a search for main rila°
Nichols —— at only coples of investigative reports of the
Boardman results of investigation were requested. Reason for request:
:::?_m_ -« Program for Poople-to-Pooplo,Partnevﬂpﬁg (formerl President!’
Program for World Understanding) QF s 71 &¢ 7& -

Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
Tamm
Nease
Winterrowd ___
Tele. Room __
Hollo

Gandy 2—‘:_ AU(\ 23 IBJ%
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Ofice of Oxigin Date Investigative Padod
NBW YORK 11:258 3/18,20/58
Boport by L

SECURITY MATTER - © t
. PN

on 2/13/58, at American BEmbassy, Parls, France, subject F i
executed & sworn statement in which he stated be had been a //

which he stated his disaffiliation with the Communiat
came about because of & series of idecloglcal dispute

member of the Communist Party from 1932 to 1942. He previously
submitted detailed sworn atatement at Paris on 9/16/55, 12 4
commmist officials., On 2/13/58, subject executed applicltiont§~§§

for passport at Paris, France, in which he stated he has AN ..
resided outside the United States since September, 1949, and X _L
that his date of return to the United Sftates is indefinite.- -, ©
on 2/21/58, Department of State authorized issuance of pass- =

port to subject, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ~

——

- RUC HERZ!N S UNCLASSIHED -2
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. DATE¥:25'3/ BY /L0

———

A

On March 18, 1958, Misas MARY BARKY, Legal Sectien, - h
Passport Office, Department of State, made available to 82 =~ KRSk
m the passport file of RICHARD WRIGHT. 4 review
) ] sclosed the followlng information: :

e W

mhmum'grv&l'nndmlnwhmthMWhmhﬂﬂbﬂﬂ-
_,31\ il V. 8. SOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK: 1068 O-—344780 ’
_'S:';-j.‘_; = R e z\'\,"

-
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WFO 100-15433

On February 13, 1956, RICHARD WRIGHT appeared
before AGIES SCHNEIDER, Consul of the United States of
Americe at Parls, Frence, beling duly sworn, stated he was
submitting the following stetement as part of his appli-
cation for e passport which he executed on February 13, 1956,
In that statement, subject stated he was not then a member
of the Communist Party, but had been & member of the Commu-
nist Perty from 1932 to 19.2, and called attention to the
statement he had executed et the Amerlican Embassy, Paris,
France, on September 16, 1954, fr further detalls in that
regard.

The Communist Party L=s been designated by the
Attorney Generel of the Unlted States pursuant to Executive
Order 10L50.

s

£

am Cord = a1 b Wn]ag DTATADN LIOTAIIM oeemm s - I T
Vil o VEINUTL AW, 4704, NAdVADD WALUGIL apucarcua ves=
-

I
fore AGINES SCHIEIDER, Consul of the United States of America
et Parls, France, being duly sworn, furnished a staterent con-
slsting of answers to questions annexed to his staterment. 1In
that statement, subject identified himself as being the same
RICEARD WRIGHT whose experiences 1n the comrunist movement
were included in the book, ®"The God That Failed.® Subject
stated he could not fix the exact time of his Joining the
Commmunist Party because he was a functionary in the Communist
Party before he actuslly jolned the Communist Party. BEHe

~a Wi T = W R F e o W -k Tamt 8 Lid e B

explained that the method used by the Communist rerty in
recrulting is of such a neture that the line or date of deter-
mining the exact membership is very difficult. He stated

that to the best of his recollection, the date (about 1933)
sbown in his book, ®The God That Falled", 1s correct. Subject
stated that he i1s the RICHARD WRIGHT who wrote a letter to

the League of American Writers expressing his views on the
Spanish Civil War, which was published in May, 1938, in the
booklet, "writers Tike Sides.®

T
!

The League of American Writers has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10L50.

Subject stated at the time of writing the above-
mentioned letter he was & member of the Communist Party. He
stated he is not now & member of the Communist Ferty of any
country of the world.

-2 -
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Subject stated that he diaafflliated with the
Commuriist Party of the United States sometime during the
year 1942, and that his disaffilistion came about because
of a aeries of 1deological diasputes he had with the

follo gormunist officials:P-
d others. e stated his decision to !
break wit e Communist Party was predicated updn his '

disagreement with the Communist Party's position upon the \

ecro question in the United States. -He stated that
at that time urged him to become a member-
at-large of the Communist Party, but that he refused to

heed that suggestion. B8ubject stated that two years later,
in 1944, he publicly indicated his disaffiliation with

the Communiat Party by means si~"a& press conference held in
the office of his agent in YNew York, PAUL REYNOLDS, and &
T, few months later he wrote two articles in the ®Atlantic

= - Yonthly" indicating he was no longer affiliated with the

et Communist Party. mo

Subject was asked if he was acquainted wit

in the O0ffice of wWar
e Informatien. ubject stated that he has a slight acquaintance-
=TT ship wit and it dates exactly from the pericd

' . which he did some voluntaery work fo e Office of War Infor-
R metion in 1942. He stated he met& in the 0ffice of
"j{ | wWar Information in 19L2, and as he recalls was Introduced to

, and that
— this Introduction Tho e.in the presence of

Subject stated tmt%was imown to him as a member
S of e Communist Part and Be des

In regard to
not known to him as having

nist Party at that time. Subjec

anrprised and taken back when

and the manner of his belng introduced to him

inplied that QMR understood the subject's politic tion
very well. Subject stated that

-3 -




——

‘

,
t

i "l N

LR

— -

WFO 100-15433 S

one of the leading

communists of the United States, approached him shortly afte

his introduction to and asked him to make a formal
application to work for the Office of War Information. Sub-
Ject stated he told them that this would be rather difficult
since he was a publicly known communist writer and had bem
Chief of the Harlem Bureau of the "Dsily Worker.®

The "Daily Worker®™ was an Esst Coast communist
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1958,

Subject stated that informed him
that the Communlist Party kncw exactly what it was doing in
asking him to make thia move, and that he should forthwith
get an application blank would &id him in filling
out the application blanki iibieii stated he obtained the
application blank and called at his home,
which at that time wes at 11 Revere Place, Brooklwm New York,
and they Jointly filled out this application. Subject stated
the applicatlion reflected that he was a member of the Commu-
nist Party and objected to the linking of communism with
fascism, as the application implied, and indicated that aub-
Ject was a patriotic person wishling to make a contribution
to the war effort. BSubject stated he took this epplicetion
before a Notary Public and swore to the truthfulness of its
contents, &n act which at the time made him, perhaps, the
only sworn Communist in the Unlted States. Subject stated he
took this application
the O0ffice of War Information and handed 1t to them., He
stated they read it and had a consulation about it in his
sight, but out of reach of hlis hearing, Subject stated that
their comment to him was, "You are really intransigeant.®
Stibject stated he returned to his house and walted anxiously
for some days to hear from his application, and he began to
suspect that they never actually turned it In., He stated he
doer ot know what happened to it, for he never had a reply to
t epplication. Subject stated he consulted with&
about why he never heard about his application, and
astounded him in bis home in Brooklyn by telling him
he d no recollection of having helped subject make out such
an application. S8Subject stated that upon reflection, he

‘realized that the Communist Party had undoubtedly decided he

was too well known as & communist to be sponscored for work
in the 0ffice of War Information, and they had, therefore,
chosen someone else less politically prominent to teke the Job

-l - N

\

¥



e ——

[ H ﬁ

Lo

|

]
el
¥

| .
. -

|

WFO 100-15L33

he was gupposed to have, ated i1+t was at that
time he 1ndicated to

an .oubject stated that
him to becorie & member-at-large of the Cormunist Party,

but subject rejected this suggestion Subject ‘
satated he has had no further contact with t
since that time, nor has he had any contact w e Commu-

arty
%He s!ated he has me!_n Iseveral occasions
since en, and has attempted to extract from him an expla-

nation of what transpired concerning his sworn application,
”constantly denied all nowledge of such an incident,
ch Nas caused the subject to distrust -profoundly.

e

On Februery 13, 1758, at Paris, France, the subject
executed an epplication for passport. In that application,
the subject stated he was born September L, 1508 at Batchez,
Misslsadppi, and maintains his residence at 1l rue Monsleur
Le Frince, Paris, France. Ee indicated he has resided out-
side the United Stztes as follows:

France (l'ey, 1346 Yo December, 1946)
France {(August, 1947 to August, 1949)
Arcentina

and France {Septerber, 15L9 to date)

Subject stated thet he considers Paris, France to
be his legal residence and indicated thet the date of his
return to the United States is indefinite. Subject indiceted
he was last married at Coytesville, New Jersey on March 12,
1941 to FREDA POPLOWICZ, who was born September 3, 1912 at
New Yorlk, New Yorii. Subject listed his father as NATHAN
WRIGHT, born about 1873 in }ississippi and his mother as ELLA
WILSON, born about 1861 in Kississippi. He stated the present
whereabouts of his father g+ unknown, and that his mother
resently resides in Chilcez eferences:

that he desired a passport to permit him to
visit France and other countries for the purpose of travel and
business.

On February 21, 1958, the Department of State
authorized the American Embassy, taris, to issue a passport
to the subject.

-5 -



LIk

\-

Jrire
;
-

E e

WFO 100~15433

The following information concerning the 1ssuance
of previous passports to the subject was set forth in his :
passport flle:

On Mey 1, 1939, Passport Number 614947 was issued
tc the subject. Ir bie arplication for thet passport, subject
stated he desired to travel to Mexico, England, and France
for a visit of one year!s duration for the purpose of study

and writing.

On September 17, 1940, the subject, by letter to
the Passport Office, requested the return of Passport KNumber
6’..:'_,,:7”;},'7 which was taken from hi=-by Imrigration authorities
&t the Mexicen border on Jure 15, 1340. Subject stated that
on October 15, 1540, he intends to teke a trip to the Soviet
Union and will depart from San Francisco en route to Vladivostok
v.a Yokahama, He stated he wlll be making this trip as an
invited guest of the League of Russian writers ané the purpose
of the trip will be to study the national minority problems
existinz in the Soviet Union.

Nirn Santamhern 27 1aln tha Poaeogrnant NP ha e Tat+dtawn
Akl U\'y W Wrd db Y A - | Widts - S U* [~ L “UU’ UJ e b A

informed the subject that there yas no 1mperative neceasity
for his journey to the Soviet Union and that the Department
of State was unable to valldate his passport for the journey.

)

On May 13, 1341, subject, by letter to the Passport
Office, recuested renewal of hls Passport Number 614947 in
order to permit him to travel to the Soviet Union and China.
He stated he intended to depart from the Unlted States at
San Franclsco on July 21, 19L1 for travel to Wacdlivostok via
Kobe, Japan. Subject stated the purpose of his trip would be
to write news articles for the Assoclated Negro Press, 3507
South Perkwsy, Chiceago, Illinois.

On June 2, 1941, the Passport Office, by letter to
the subject, iInformed him that the Department of State did
not belleve that accredited American Journalists should be
permitted to proceed to the Soviet Union until the Soviet Union
s disposed to be more lenient toward the travel of United

States representatives,

—6-
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On March 9, 1946, subject, by letter to the Pass-
port Office, advised that he intended to travel to France
on April 15, 1946. He stated that his wite serves him in

the cepacity of secretary and research worker, and inasmuch
a3 he 1s to represent the publication, "Twice a Year", to
- the French public, writing articles about French literary

developments, reestablishing contacts for the distribution

= of the periodical, and seeking manuscripts for reproduction

S in America, it was necessary that she accompany him.

On April 29, 1946, Passport Number 64829 was

issued to the subject and was validated for travel to France
/" only. On Xarch 16, 1948, subjectts passport was renewed
‘1(\ for two years. At the time of renewal, the subject stated
. that he has resided In France since May, 1946, for the pur-
T pose of aserving &s a Correspondent for the Asaocclated Negro
— Press.

On lMarch 6, 1920, Passport Number 122 was 3issued
to the subject at the Anerican Erbassy, Buenos Alres,
Argentina., In his application for that passport, the subject

m——
stated he desired a passport in order to visit France, Haiti,
England, Italy, Switzerland, and Belgium.

‘On November 26, 1951, the American Embassy, Paris, -
France, furnished iInformation to the Department of State
reflecting that the subject was maintaining residence in Paris,
end that the Embassy had received information indicating that the
subject was willing to go to any length in order to attract
attentlicn. to the problem of raclal discrimination In general
and to 1ts manifestations in the United States In particuler,
It was further stated that the subject has been using as an
instrument for his publicity, & group to which he has given
the name of "Franco-American FeTbwship."

NI b Limk r g BT

On February 21, 1952, fthe subject!s Passport Number
122 wes repewed for two years at the American Embassy, London,
England. At the time of renewal, subject stated he was
reiding at 28 _Glenluce, London, England, and pursulng the

occupation of writer,

.

B
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On Februvary 23, 195h, Passport Number 2530 was issued
to the subject at the Americen Embassy, Peris, Prance. /Z% his
applicetion for that mssport, the subject stated he was /fresiding
with his wife, FREDA/PLPLOVICE, and two children, JULIAYWRIGHT,
born 4pril 15, 19L.2 at Erockly, Yew York, and RACHELNWRIGHT,
born January 17, 13,7 at Paris, France.

-7 -
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There was no additional p'ertinent information
contained in the subjecttys bassport file,
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; Oﬁice ]\157?21,._ a1 4M + UNITED SX.1kS GOVERNMEN‘?/-
R . - ;!
- ™ DIRECTOR, FBI oate: /% /58 4
«ra‘mk . L
ow¥::  sAC, WFO (100-15433)
P 4 ,},
7 SURJRCT: RICHARD WRIGET '
> SECURITY MATTER - C b’b
5§?: Being forwarded herewith to the Bureau are four
ﬂigi ¢0 w York three coples of the report of S
A WFO, dated L/ 4 /56, b // /
. o™ /=
N S ADNINISTRATIVE DATA

Copies of passport application photo of subject
and his wife will be forwarded to New York via routing slip.

This case was celled to the attention of WFO by
ROBERT JOHNSCN, Chief, Legal Section, passport Office, De-
partment of State. ©
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TO pirector, FBI (NN

FrOM  : sac, cuIcAco R
svesecT: N

NTERNAL SECURITY - C;
SMITH ACT OF 1940

I--/

~

V.
and New York Jetter to Bureau May 13, 1958 o

or of "Native Son".

ReBulet dated May 2, 1958 entitled "U.S.
3. ITH ACT MEMBERSHIP RETRIAL)"
ntitied

15-C" and my airtel of May 22, 1958,

not place WRIGHT in the CP but recal e
hed numerous discussions with person believe o be GHT

concerning a manuscript of a ublication being prepared
by WRIGHT. m the individual believed -
to be RICHA IGHT was employed &t the settlement house

at 39th and Langley Avenue, Chicago, Illinois and was
connected in some way with the Abraham Lincoln School of

@- Buresu (RM)

| ipiii— . L

S = Chiceago

(1-100-New RICHARD WRIGHT)

'A!—!— ,"l\"rnnjl.?.ﬁ_,_\ s
HERE,, UT -; N CONTAINED - |
DATEEZ;:‘Z/ ; ‘sj‘P- I .
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Chicago.
WRIGHT was highl

Indices of the Chicago Office reflect that
RICHARD WRIGHT, the author of "Native Son" in 1936 and
1937 was using the address _of Apartment Number 1, 3743 Indiana
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

BUREAU / . | b [~

It 1s requested that the New York Division be

permitted to contact RICHARD WRIGHT concernin hls possible
knowledze of
m:ly !es!re! !!a! lnloma!lon !e !evelo ! of

statements made b

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK Tl

Will on receipt of permission from the Bureau,
interview RICHARD WRIGHT along the lines set out above,.

) b7
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERI_

American kmbascy P {
Paris 8, France J&

June 26, 1958

/
Director, FBI //’
Legal sttache, Faris (100-697)

Subject: RICLARﬁ:%RIGHT
SECURITY FATTiR ~ C

Re Washington Field Office let to Bureau u/u/sa.o b'

*

APPROPT.IATE AGENCIES

AKD FIE™D [ TTICES
10 ADVISID FY RIUTING S
b 1P(S) or__(‘_ﬁa.?@___-
Puts [0 2] =By
u v

--"-

(5) ¥l
g T

cLass. & EXT.BY. 3424 |
REASON - FCHA 11, 1.2.4.2.
DATE OF REVIEW. . .8: A &

-
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy

Parls &, France
EXo:ioqw o il

Y.y

- ’Y"‘ e
Date: July 7, 195 ' / ¢, OTHEiISE
- 4’ \9.9
s To: Director, F‘BI Q) cé’ .
L 8 YA,
fron: Legat, Par’'. (100-497) ‘96;, 4!,/ ib
&£ lfj‘,'l et Y
. : L e, - -~
SU.bject: 7RIC}AARD wRIGHT '.Ja. 3 - VAR

SZCURITY TATTER - C &Qﬁ’\-’:
L, e

Re Paris letter 6/2¢/58, d

Any additional Inforration coming to the sttention
ol thic office concerring the subject will be forwarded to IJ

the Bureau.

One extra copy of this letter is provlided for trans-
mittal to New York, office of origin.

P,

Enclosures - §5

Jae o A P
)-21'1'7_’ .
- - REC-42 , . /& 7# L H - %35 g
. e e — g5
. . B ..;O-S
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amteh Statg ipa.rimgnt of Sustice
Federal Bureau of Inupstigation

Washington, D, C.-

- .- " July 7, 1958
EYT B ....... N """""-‘-
c':nsé;\? Fot T 42 é g (AL INTOEMATY LY GCFTATNE
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~THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA g1
American Embassy Lﬂ_
Farie 8, France ) \
iyt
Y A
Date: August 21, 1958
/
To: Director, FBI g ' A
ﬁpL From: Lega.l Attache, Paris-f'lmlé‘??l
875 £ L
Subject: RICHAR WRIGHT o -

SECURITY MATTER - ¢ =~ - &7

Re Paris let 7/7/58. U N e b’

a7 77 $GERCIES
AFTRC To1cES

r * 2 = Buresuy . B R eI
: _y 1l - Paris‘ ST PPN T .
( ,.-/"" gawe O .

—— o yé(a—lf) K N kl-—«_
fee Zsﬁs’ o - h . /VZ
crree &lF.\(T PY-‘@??/;’“ . -:-'hf.!

LR Tt I st SR
¥ - —rre
DATE OF Rovic ./ 0.2
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DATE (- 21-0/ £NO .
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 2
. OF THE .
o UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
Paris 8, Prance
Date: October 29, 1958
To: Director, FBI
From: Legat, ggris (100-697)
/ e w
17
Subject: RICHARD WRIGHT et
,/ SECURITY MATTER ~ C h
s Sr / g 7,' _; b
Re Paris letter 8/21/5_3. \)
2 - Bureau
l - Paris
:CM
3) Se‘:'—‘_" &,
NS e
. (\:-.xe""-"‘, 'S
- —— cat: ¢
o rmarr sy CATTATY
- ALUTIETETIR T
i - 00T e -
|  euEERWLIE "3 .. . S
1@ A T IPY S e YY)
-_: e . "‘_-’""tH?!}E L“?Hib" ~ b :j
E CEC.p R ) Bo NOV 4 1958
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- THE FOREIGN SERVICE %*:‘
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, Prance

November 21, 1958
Director, FBI
Legat, Paris (100-697)

RICHARD WRIGHT
SECURITY MATTER - ¢

Re Paris letter lo/29/58, {J
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

- .,.' : m
Dates February 13, 1959 | }.I s "
- .
L_'TO: Director, FBI ' EJ
From: Legat, Paris (100-697)

Subject: RICHARD WHIGHT

SECURITY MATTER - C . ‘ ‘

Re Paris letter 11/21/58.\)
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Legal Attache, Paris (100-697) February 19, 15.

45/ Director, FBI (100-157464)

O . P
“ RICHARD WRIGHT Lol
SECURITY MATTER - € iy

Reurlet 11-2]1.58,

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (routi/tﬁrough for review) A

| o _ /
NOTE ON YELLOW: w
Wright's Security Index card canceled 1948.
Self-admitted member of CP approximately 1932 to 1944.
Has lived in Paris since 1946. Author of well-known
books "Black Boy" and "Native Son" which decry treatment

of Negroes in both South and North. Has publicized
his break with the CP but alleged to retain some of

his previous sympathies, LT
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Date: February 26, 1959, 4 A

, Tos Director, FBI (100-15746L)
Z———From: Legal Attache, Farig (100-697)

Subject: RIChHARD AIGHT
SECURITY MATTER - C

ReBulet 2/19/59 and Paris let 2/13/59. \)
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I".— aﬁ--pqm - OF THE
. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Date: February 11, 1960
0 Director, FBI (100-15746L)
&@Mom. legat, Plria (100-697)

Sub ject: RICHARD NRIGHT -

;i §; Bpirector of Security, furnished the Paris Office with a

geport eaptioned "Possible Subversives Among US Personnel
n France" dated 1/18/60. This report contains a sumary

YT et/
Ernza s - ¢ o2
P73
15 - F3 Reference Paris Office letter to Director 2/26/59:__
, =
! A On 1/21/60, Headquarters, United States Army
Y - Xomrunications Zone Europe (USACOMZEUR), Office of the
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Director, FBI February 11, 1960
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Subject WRIGHT, according to this report, resides
at 1 rue Monsfeur le Prince, Paris b,

The following information was set forth in the above-
referenced U, S. Army report: ( oD

"In Decambar 14t ;. SR ——

\ |
state a :
c n the French Communist Party and Q)
has been engaged in spreading communist doctrine through the
IC%V | 2w “‘T—,
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Director, FEI February 11, 1960
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F’APG. Mrs. RichapdWHIGHT is the nc)i{n communist member or- 47 .
the family and hes made a point br‘TInsditizg Negro personnel. 42+
who hcld views other than communiat,' quaintances of X7
Source who had attended some meetings stated that as far as
they had been able to discover, the FAFG was devoting all of
jts time to very uncontrolled discussion of the things that
were 'wrong with the US.' Source stated that WRIGHT had
boasted thet he had 'the State Departmont in my pocket--they
R call me in for conferences, the fools.' ]&K\Sﬁ
y el - "In Januery 1952, an American Negro male atudent
X" N then attending the University of Paris stated that in about
\* June or July 1950, Richard WRIGHT asked Source to join a
'‘protest' group aimed at ‘'forcing the employment of more of
\ the Americans of African ancestry' in US government jobs in
Paris. Source told WRIGHT thet it would be better to be
certain of facts before t'going off half-cocked.' WRIGHT
then accused Source of having an 'Uncle Tomx attitude,! Ilater
the orgenization tried to interfere with the French policey
of employment and held protest meetings at which the members
discussed the fact that Algerians, Africans, and French coloniale
L:fre nct em:loyed in other than menisl capacities in Paris.” C?kfﬂj

P

The above date 1is being furnished to the Bureau
and the Nev York Office for purposes of information and
possible interest,

No further action i1s being taken in this matter
but in the event pertinent informaetion 1s received iIn the
future on captioned subject; it will be furnished to the

Buresu and NYO,
RUC.
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PARIS, Nov. 30 (AP) {Rich! work in Memphis, Tenn., st the W.C. Sullivan _
ard Wright, the Negro author.'8ge of 15 Tele. Room __
Bied of a hear! attack Monday He did his first writing dur- Ingram

ht Ing the depression under the
night. 'auspices of the Feders! Writ- Gandy

The Mississippi-born writer, or, Project, first in Chicago in _
& longtime Paris resident, 15 1935 and then in New York in _/ /
best known for hus novels such 1937. . but e ] -/
&s “Black Boy" and “The Out-  Mr. Wright began contribut-
sider” dealing with the prob-::ﬁg,.i??cﬁxzdm?:r:erfdwwmtﬁ
lems of the Negro in Amer:can Daily Worker and New Masses,
foclety. ‘beth Communist publications.

M:. Wright, 52, who had suf- g7y, . Rt aceed natingpl at-
fered recently from intestinal tention  with “Upzie Tom's

trouble, was hospitalized Batur- Children™ in 1p3°P.

day for treatment. “ ; " :
Mr. Wright's latest work Native 8on,” published in

Gealt with & theme he gpent a 1940 establishes hirm as one of
~  e— lifetime exploring. Titled Fish- gpg?g:‘;’zﬁmggemm con-
. .-w.--: be!]y," the book traces the im. : . |

pact of American racial ai.- Mr. Wright was ide ified by

titudes upon the Negro. ‘a  Government invetigation

Wright was born neg- ™itDESS in 1852 as 4 former

‘ '-—---. ' N‘I}hez r;é:m ‘:.f Se;?eu':x} Communist who h""k‘-'bh'im the
- E 4.1503. He attended a Seventh PRILY

B % Adventist school,near nis

ome but quit an /E'n/ﬁprj?;‘“

} 'ri';,,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris 8, Prance

Date: December 7, 1960
To: Director, FBI (100-157464)
From: Legat, Paris (100-697)
Subject: RICHAHI?WRIGH‘I"

SM.-¢C

Re Paris letter 2/11/60,

Enclosed is g clippin§ from the 11/30/60 isaue
of the "New York Hersld Tribune”, European Edition, Paris, :
reflecting the death of the subject at Paris on 11/28/60.
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Richard Wright Dies in Paris:
American Negro Author, 52

American Negro auther Richard {dsy night. A longtime Pars vesi-
‘Wright, 32, has died of & heart[dent, he & best Fnown for his
attack in Paris Death came $0(novels, such sas “Black Boy™ and
the Mississippi-born writer Mon- [“The Outsider” dealing with the

: T ~~{problem of the Negr) in Ameri-
can society,
He had suffered recently {rom
. Intestinal trouble and was hospital-
ke ized Baturday for treatment.

1

His lstest work, published by |
Julliard just & few wecks ago,
deslt with ttie-theme be spent a|
lifetime -#xploring. Titled “Fubh-
belly” «he book traces the {mpact
of Awerican recia]l sttitudes upon
the Megro.

Mr. Wright was born near Nat
chez, Miss, on Sept. 4 1908. He
atiendad 3 Seventh Day Adventis:
achool nesr his home but quit
and went toc work in Memphi,
Tenn., at the sge of 15 |

From Memphis

. Prom Memphis, he drifted to
g_v_,.; g.'hhiscago, where he worked at odd
o oDs.

C His {irst writing was done durmg
! the deyression under the auspices
= of the Federal Writers Project,
- first in Chicsgo in 1935 and then
in New York in 1937.

He brgan contributing articles
and slories to small literary ma-
gazines. He {irst attracted uation.
- attention with *“Uncle To
. fidren” in 1938.

. “Native Son,* published in }

B blished him ss one of e

remost American contem
authors,

ALLINFOD g mims
-HE Eh?fﬁiﬁfj .

New York Herald
Tribune
European Edition
Paris, France

11/30/60
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RICHARD NATHA(IEL WRIGHT
EDVARD MARGOLLES :

1 - Mr, WC Sullivan
1l - Name Check Section
1 - Mr, Stefansson
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bogq;'z $eptember renowned Ancrican Negro 1ﬁzlhtl:o
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loveuber 29, 1960, Paris,

France, en
(100-157464)

J
w
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1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (detached)
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Reviewed by Carl F. Storer .-‘
Pa!nlui Aclentint Wilh the Brookinga ln\!lluurm

WHI ISTEN! Ry
Ri i.  Double-
day,

THOSE WHO need {n read
this book will probably not
do 8o, because it 18 wrillen
by a Negro. Those who <o
read it raay not like it, es
pecially if they are inelined
1o feel that evervihing said
about social prohlems must
bs constructive. For this is
& Dbitter and viluperative
book, “explosive and Dla-
tantly unacademic™

Richard Wright cormments
srdent!y on while-coloired re-
.ations in the world, dealing
principally with the psveho
logical impact of whiie moen's
intrusinns  on  colored  poe
ples. Whether they came as
missionaries, husincssmen or
conquetrors, Wright argures,
they have helped tn winler:
mine the cullures of Alrica

and Asia.
Thus, the colored man has
heen alicnated from  his

own, while he is also pre
vented from becoming a part
of 1he_zkite culture around

He remains the true

1!

outsider, living in two w nr]ds
and ahle to helieve in neither.

No seolutions or plans of
action are presented. Wright
contends that “we all, deep
in our hearts, know exactly
what to do, though most of
us would rather die than do
it.” MWho ean say that he is
wrong?

To those familiar with
Wright's work, this book will
have a familiar, personal
ring. Perhaps more than the
plight of the world's colored
peoples, it reflecis his own
plight as a talented and sen-
<itive American Negro. Read-
ing i, one is mindful of his
.ﬂ?ncmr words in an earlier
cseay:

1 would hurl words into
this darkness and wait for an
echo, and if an echo sounded,
nn  matter how  faintly, I
would send other words to
tell, to march, to fight, to
creato a sense of the hunger
for life that grows in us all
to keep alive in our hearts a
serise 0f—4rre—taexpressibly
buman.”

o
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Wash., News
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N. Y. Herald
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' American

N. Y. Mirror

N. Y. Daily News

N. Y. Times
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Saad this s siote Loni et
Fead that article you wrote !cr &

a2 leimoa e

The Communist Party fraction in éhe Sohn Reed Ciib In

G e e et
insirucipd e

' e Author -

toaskmypanycell-"unit,”unmmuﬂamaﬁ@m-‘hmmqh‘@m ‘the New Masses about Joe Louis,

of the club. I was instructed to give my unit a report of my activities, writing, % Good stuft. First political treat- —. gichard Wright was hern I

ing, speaking. I agreed and wrote Coeewrl T ’ R i . mentof sports we've yet had Ha. 1968 on s planiation 35 milc

“the report. T ; el e mit ey Drom Natcher, M g b hie
Enieh e held 8 : maﬁ.:i.f) e hegan, “we're gho fdhum.r:lr:nmum. a washer

Y . Dijck*he began, “we're ghort

—which was held in the =
Y ~of forces. We're facing & grave
crisig™ - - - :

. Belt of the South Side—and fo-. .
™ troduced myselt to the Negro

' orEWelcome. oonrade™ he sadd, - :rlda," Party's alwarg ot 8 ﬂ':'ﬁ“n.hn Mencken's “A

F'.d‘;‘r’;"“;,;w"’f giad to have His smile left and he stared at  Do%K of Prefaces and decidcs

s & writer us’ : -e. W e become & writer,

$  The time came for me to make " _“*You're moti cymical, are _you, in his ltew‘:tbﬂm:;

i my report, and I tock éut my Dlck ™ he ; &mﬂmﬂ_.mmn

7 o "No~ 1 ssid “But its the w.,mﬂ‘_“vﬂ"“ﬁ

i come il Each seek each menth M books re: <Tnde Ten's
stray i here's a erigde”™ . : :

< Stray Iterns 1 b I;_Ym,n‘mwm’.um Childres” (shoet stories), “Sow
- X finithed, and wait we've & job to do. We're alert- Sen” and “Black Boy.
n3ETL Ing -our work. TFascism's the L . -

ked danger, ‘the danger to all was readlly granted. When

Tades PLE _ mneumetos‘p:rak.lsm;

51 was surpri lmgi'mnierst.lm!."In.!.l!. ' the past tw
Ing emile on the 5 *We've got to defeat the Fis years I've worked dally with mo:
woman.  Minutes cists,” he mald, =mnorting of wou. Despite this, T have fo

asthma  “We'vg discussed wu
e

I '
Jooked at the o~ and know your ahilities fleult tlon in the Party. Whe
- ; ca this difficulty = & Jon

nizer smothy want you ip work with us. We've Ll Ml

. [
ks ﬂmﬂ,&lghter, bendi
7 and burying her face in her
- -punds. I stared Had 1 said

. gomething funhy? :

During the following dayx, I
;iearned through discreet ques
tjoning that I seemed a-fantastic
; element 1o the black Commu-
nists. I was shocked to hear that
* ¥, who had been anly to grammar
achoo), had been classified as an
I learned, to my dismay, that
The black Communiste in my ynit
had commented upon my shined
shoes, my clean skirt, and the te
that I had worn. Above all, my

- TheNames

ran from organtzing
novels, I argued that either a

got to out of our DATTOW
way of working and get our
messagt 1o the church people,
students, club people, profession-
als, middie class™ [

“T don't know i1 I Bt inte

“What do you want me to do?”
“We wani you to organize a
B commit{ee aganst the high cost
. of living.” -1l ollo - .
. 1 was In the mi’'st of writing
. B novel and he was calling me

Bim! 'l

to- writing andt Informed me of the turrent from “e:’ tabulate the price of

clte mow; it would serve no pur
. But I tell you honesily th:
! think T've found a solution ¢

T am nronasin
I am propos

ﬁm tonight that my membe

be dropped from the Pari

rol
*No Weclogical dlfferences Ir
pel me to say this T simply ¢
not wish to be bound any longe
by the Party’s decisions, I shou!
ke to retain my membership i
those organizations In—wAsch—th
Party has influence, and I sha
comply with the Party’s prograr
those organizatons. I hep
that my words will be accepte
n the xpirit in which they ar

[ manner of speech had scemmed an man organtzed ot be wréte i
against hasn" . Perhaps sometime in th
e i o En, Doy B B O e SIS B e
the Negro comrades had miid fitude of fhe Parly leader pe Budly Nealsou hod brandef gy $a1 Berson Now, I'm in that Bo jeyirm of he Ea oo
, And that was enough to condefin valled and Left Fromt, for which & “smnggler-of teaction” b I sat down amid foun
me forever as - T had worked so long, was voled  Buddy Nealson'was the Negro }.donl;m;_:omor > silence. mic A profou
CRE i out of existencm, - . ¥ tad formulsted the vors, but Tm “Is there “discuss
l’tﬁ:‘:‘ D.ltJTCIxES BROKE into my The ideas 1 had expounded at postiion _for the "Americeg 2 mk whick | hope tl:!mmplete Comrade W;:l{t's m:g:?mt?
declded upon f'mesﬂmbflfﬁ the conference were linked with Stoce = ‘.t;"uwﬁ':{ ,rmmm the secretary asked fnally.
the Left-Wing writers of the 0% ‘“‘ﬂb‘“ I had roused tmhankeringﬁwm-' move °
Al e ¥ curgiend e 3RS B Hegro Comuiniss for B B Y el you i e et seneni v aeerred
. oL i oo o , TRy S . L AR SR i . T )
e B B o o e ot Ve . o st g e g o g A ot o B
g L sayy that gre o ‘i ard waving. as my at my |
. in Sz midet, It eas whispered ' gobrpdots nbrate ¥Y 4 ﬁr‘nm%mm tended to be Ignorant wf wh:
i i that T'was W Iead & gecret  “What floes that mesa?” | ' wumaylrﬁ* , Myou've mhlppem’dllme.“ﬂ‘m
AT m_hnp o ﬂu’;!n& ¢ gte sayx thal you &ré soralpg - ROt 10 get midies - of lnz-d Patiently, T explained whi
mﬁ 'Eh.gﬁom wuhmtlm. cl:m "ﬁml’%!':éo;m %.. he ¢ apo wﬂfg?gﬁ:‘fmglgomm.'ﬂ
1 . Baoth, now painfol a TP “'“E‘ m.m“',w - decided t with W ealson EAVS,
Write ‘& ot houes & dor e niat, Jor 1 14 not knbw what his PU0dy Nealson He was 2 thaet, Tou'sre (o acoepd this aak” . sl =,
march on the picket line the otber attitpde waudd be. © . mmﬂu:‘!ﬂﬂn '.lﬂrmmmﬁm't:m o= o
ours. . - e e T angry
! - ., , and & greacy, swea : ok ~Fie says that you are In Jeagt
ailxdi?n‘f:mm,,?;f“"“m“,mn,' U AVOIDED UNTT MESTINGS e’ suftered trom fstima md Bt e Bt Delther had 1 with & Taotskylie group, and th.
as adviser, '?‘lranemuué aae . m“"r fear of belng subjecied to would snort at nnex;pedaill?:r— accepted it wholly. ) you made-an appeal for oth
ES: What doca the Communist Comimunist Jdefying. e code | Phay iefl e you weises 4, 1 ATTENDED THE NEXT [ momier Jp folle” you
g code me ' : the Party.”.
Farty expect from the dlub? The | that enjoined him te shun sus iy b T ¥ " unit meeting and asked for WP MEIR L L e
o Tmswer Communist Jeader ' pect elements—came to my home  “You can write,” he gnocted-=y & Place on the agends, WISk by ") thought, out of my t0
- .~ e - —— .- - - angs 1. could fing
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spark into this darkness. I wol
try. not became F-wantad tn h
because 1 felt that I had to if
were to live st.all.

I would hurl words Into ¥



