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’ Date: Decenber 9, 1942 ) 't 6
To: wo h' 'm

Froz: J. Edgar Bocver - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigetion

Burtject: XICHAZD VRIH?
IFTEXFAL BECURITY « SRDITION

eransnitied herevith are eopiss of s eonmunicstion ediresesd
4 Pto the Recorable Nenry L. Stisson, Secretary of War,
ot Penlnrton, D, C., wadsr date of Gotober 13, 1942, Ths Jurees of 1&
sourse recelved thia eomwunicatiion &y yeferemds from the Military o~
$allizence Barvios.

1» viev of —-p-cu’tc allegatiozs as $0 serteia writings
82 sudtect, it 1s deslred that your office pake iaquiry ef scuroes evaile
shle $0 you for the purpose of determining whelher ths dook satitled
8%ve ve Millicn Black Veioes® er other pudlieations ef subject are fa
fact given tc the expression of statementis hrvizg significance wnder the
Belition Statutss. I1f possidle, Fou should secure » SOpy of this pud-
3icrtion as well es ether writiags eof subject and yeviev the same for e

possitie pressnce of such material,

1¢ your iaquiry dsvelops informetion of axn affirestive mature,
sy ahruld of sourse gruse an irvestigetion So be wndertakes as te m0d-

& o - ol €0
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EE¥ YORK, EEV TORK ™, 2-9-42 { in2,3,6,11-43 &ﬁ
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RICHARD KATHANILL WRIGET INTEERAL SECURITY
SXDITION

AT

SYNOPEIS OF FACTS: Subject born in Batches, Mississippl, 1909,

aod at age of 15 ran away from orpbhas asylum
and then buxmed his way throughout the couniry.
Sudject employed by WPA frox 1-3-38 to B=17-39.
Subject the author of "Native Son", a movel
which was later adapted into a play by same
msame, and this play was included in "The Best
Plays of 1940 and 1941%". Information regarding
subject's book, "Twelve Million Black Volces"

N _ REG. REC'D Yo o
- | 34 1{ (&4 ‘.1!;_
i\ REFIRERCE: - (Bureau Pile Fumber 100-157464) ]»
Bureasu Letter to Nev York dated Decemder 9, 1942.

) ~DETAILS: A reviev of the indices of the Pudlic Library of Fev York City,
located at 5th Avenue ané 42nd Strest, reflected that the sud-

ject's trus mame e BICHARD NATEANIEL WRIGHT and that he was born im 1909, The

tndices also reflected that the sutject wrote the following books: "Fire and

o s n_ 8

Cloud®, Twelve Nillion Black Voices? Wative Son®, sand “Uncie Tom's Childres®.

Mr. X. B. TOLSOX, in the 1935 issus of the "Nodern Quarterly®,
Yolume Kleven, Nuxber Five, in revieving the works of the subject, stated thet
RICEARD WRIGET was born "on a broken down plantation near Eatches, Missiesippl,
s State which leads the Union 1z 11literacy, Christianity and moboerscy. His
family travelled from town tc town like grub-worms. His father got tired ef
his poverty-ravigbd housebold and deserted the fanily. Paralysis struck ks
mother dovn and he entered an orphan asylum but ran off at fifteen. Ia Nemphis
- e heunted Beale Btreet and later he bumred his way all over the sountry, fight<l’t
e
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along the gutted road it dawned upon hip that be needed an education. Asd
ther, whether digging dttches or clerking 4in the post effice, he devoured the
h |

ma haake Sthat snma hia cae §
L 4 4 J WS e w-

anantsnta Af mavwsnanara anf masasinas as wa

W advised the writer that the subject
had beer eapldye t A on a Tederal Writers' Project from January 3, 1938,

to May 17, 193¢, when he resigned to accept private smployment. At this time
subject was residing at 805 Baint Ficholas Avenus, Bev York City.

Sfhe Best Plays of 1540 and 1941" by MORNS MANTLE included the

sut Ject's play, "Bative Bon®, which was produced from the subject's movel by
the saxe Bane,

Mr. BEOCCKS ATEINSCE in the New York Times had the fcllowing to say
sbout the subject's play, "Native Socn": TIn the drama Nr. GRIEN and br. MRIGHT
work in & mors obJjective style, Without the pudjective dackground their defense
of Bigger Thomas's ghastly erime in the court scene sounds like generalised
pleading. It lacks the stinging enlightment of the last tkird of Mr, WRIGHI!y
novel. But tkat comvletes this column's bdill of exceptions to the biggest
Americar drara of the seascn.”

The novel, "Twelve Nillion Black Voices", which was written dy the
subject, was publisked dy the Viking Prees in FNev York City in October, 1941,
and this book 1s divided into four parts: (1) Our Btrange Birth; (2) Inheritors
of Blavery; (3) Death on the City Pavements: and (4) Men in the Making. Ir the
foreword, Mr. WEIGET gtates®while this novel purports to render a broad picture
of the processes of negro 1ife in the United States, intentionally it does not
include ip its considerations those areas of nmegro 1ife which comprise the so-
called 'talented tenth! or the isolated islands of mulatto lsadsrship which ere
still to bde fount in many parts of the Eouth or the growing and influsntial megro
middle class professional and business men of the North who have, for the past
tventy yeers or more, formed a sort of liaison corps between the vhites and ths
blacks®, ’

The reference letter reflected that on Page 143 of the above-mentioned
novel, there was meterial that appearel to De seditious in nature; and for the
benefit of the Bureau, thte above-pentioned page is being quoted in fulls

*Thers are millions of us and we are movinz in all directioas. All
- our lives ve have bsen catapulted into erenas whare, hed we thought consoiously

-of iovading them, we would have hung back. A sense of constant change has stolen
s stletitly-into our liver and has become operative in our personalities as a lav

of living.




¥Y 10041674

SThere are some of us who feel our hurts sc fesply that we find 4t
impoasidle to work with whites; we feel that it 1s futile to hope or dream ia
terms of Americac life. Our &istrust is eo great that we foras intensely recial
and nationalistic orgenizations and advocates the estadlishient of a separste
state, a forty~ninth atate. in which we black folk would live.

®There are over today among us groups that forlernly plan & return
to Africa.” ‘

*Thers are others of us who feel the need of the protection of &
strong nation so keenly thet we admire the harsk and imperialistic policles of
Japan and ardently hope that the Japaness will assuxe the leadership of the
Tdarker races’,

®As our consclousness changes, a8 we cobs of age, as we shad our
folr swaddling clothes, so run our lives in a bundred directions.

®Today. all of ns black folk are not poor. & few of us bavs moDEy.
Yo make §t as the white folk make thelirs, but ocur scney-making is restricted to
: _ our own people, Many of us dlack folk have managed to send our children to
A sckool, anl a few of our children are nov professional and business men wvhose
standards of living approximmte those of middle-class vhitea. BScme of us own

smell businesses: otherl devote thelr lives to lav ané medicine.

"But the majority of us still toil on the plantations, work in heavy
industry, and lador in tte kitchens of the Lords of the land and the Bosses of
the Buildings.

*The genersl dislocation of life during the depression caused many
white workers to learn through ehropie privation that they could mot protect

thair -’-nﬂ-pﬁ af 11." As an 1ans as wa h'l.ckl wars .l‘ﬂ’\lﬁd frm their mﬂﬂl.

long s war luded from thelr
Many hundreds of thoumh of thes found that they could mot fight sucscessfully
for increased vages and union recognition unless we stood shoulder to shoulder
with thes. As & conssquence, many of us bhave recently bescome members of stesl,
antonobile, packing and todaceo mnions,*

The folleving quotations are foﬁnd on Page 146 of the same dook
and is the last pagZe of the novell

f
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- @olor, and the ties that dind Il.l are dseper than those thn
" oomnon_ryoad of hope which we all have ¢ revcned bas br
ﬂuhlp‘thn any words, laws or legsl claisms.”
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*What do we black folk want! We want what others have, the right
to share in the upward scrch of mrim 1ife, the only 1life we remeaber or bave

Phioe 8



-
¥iDior

" BY 100-41674 %

ever known. The Lord of the Lend sayt Ve will mot grant thisl? Vo ansverd b )
ask you to graat us sothing. Ve are wimning our heritage though ewr soll i suffex~
ing is greatl! The Bosses of the Puildings say! tYour problea is deyoad selutienl?
We snsver: '0ur prodlem is being solved. Ve are sressing she lime Jyou dared us S0
oross though we pay i the coin of &satait ® '

SThe seasons of the plantation B0 Jonger dictate the lives of many of uwsi
hundreds of thousands of ua aTe moving iato the sphers of sonscicus histery.’

*¥e are with the now tide. Yo stand at the srossroads. Ve watch sach Bev

processien. ¥he bot wires carrying urgeat & s. Prist sompels us. VYeices are
speaking. Nen are poviagl And ve shall de with them,®
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Special Agen York, New York, dated Fedruary 9, 1943,
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. Hnited Statrs Bepartment of Justice -

Ly

Bew York, N.Y.

aen b

March 3, 1943
Director, FEI
RE: RICHARD WRIGHT
INTERRAL SECURITY
SEDITION
Dear S5ir:

In reference to Bureau letter of Jamuary 20, 1943, (Bureau

-

file 160-157464) requesting the status of the above entitled
L matter, this is to advise this case has been reassigned and placed
o 4n 1ine for immediate investigation.
'.-—--
v Very truly yours,
E. E. CONROY K :
SAC

IA{%{ |:-;;ar:;.1;.g;.;;; COWTAINED
124 1S UNCLASSIFIED
- DATE & 203/ BY Seltyfden

ST

4
- COPIES DESTROYED

T=-"1B8AUG 101950 :]/ A, ¢f -
i :;p { _— /_4.6/{ #-\.
AEL L~ ; ' .

. " ' ,

4
) I‘;{) MAR 5 1843

o W Xt




e - -~

PATTARR! ., - e v
f"’."-': - - \:" - -

W :

h - £
s r ) . . . .
O L Prderal Burrau of Investigation

- ®nited States Pepartment of Justice

_ Nev York, New Tork
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100-41674

Mrector, ¥.B.1.

é
2E: RICHARD EATHANIEL VRIGH?
€USTODIAL DETENTION (c)
SEDITION

Dear Bir:

b

Phere AT boi;ﬁ sransmitted berewith the oriﬁul gb

and one copy of the report o
dated April 18, 1943, setting out information concerning the
captioned individual,

An investigatien of the activities of thls
jndividusl s presently being eonducted by the New York Office
and an iavestigetive report sstting out the resulis of this
investigation will be subzitted to the Bureau iz ths near futurs,

'!vo coples of*r-port are belng
retained in the appropriate filez o e Jov York Office for
information purposes,

P e gad o T ot r.:‘.Qﬂ Yory truly yours, _ \(D

Ty Qe {0 ’\'\

[ AT ”{fﬁﬂ' fW

DY, B T 3, 2. oot q

L aha g 80 ",
s ]

Baclesures ‘fl;’ i

oot BT Tile $65-10519 <D
Ay

ALL IMFARLIATION CONTAT
fee  REPLEL IS UNCLASSIFIED
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_.L_.,_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, wiysee - -
indicate®, explain this deletion. b

g Deleted under exemptionis) M with no segregable

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

]  Documentts) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

e Pagets) referred for consupltation to the following govermment agency(ies}),
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of avajlability upon return of the material to the FBL

— Pageis) withheld for the following reason(s )

[C] For your information:

[Z/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
r rs )
[CC- 15740 Y enclesyre

NO DUPLICATION FEE

XXXAXX XXXXXXXXKXAXX
g DELETED PAGE(S) g
FOR THIS PAGE

Fo/D0O
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™=z L by CHARLCTER OF
RICEARD nmm{ wmy0ET CUSTODIAL IKTENTION ~ C
SEDTTION

SYNOPEIS OF FalCTe:

IICHAHD()IEIQET, popular pegrv writer and
former reporier eu Daily Worker, acoordiag
to an article in Dadly Worker em 4/13/41 by

RALPH WARNER, is & Comsmmist, Otber articles ‘O TP
4n the Worker isdicate WKIGET's Communistic g i e
tendencies, Es Mimself 4in ®o words mg."z'l,‘
P
re 2
=
-
wH=
-<_$_8
Rz,
Buresu file 200=157464, O >
= w
Repart of Bpecial uvnt” ul g
dated February 9, I3 & City. {
, AT v yomx, |
+ §, , Intmsch &5 8 review of RIGEARD WRIOHT's writinge ?
\t ' indicate he is st lsast & fellow treveller if met ;
A’ " 8 member of the Communist Party, sdditiensl imquiry
L has been made and is bDeing set out belew, ;
7 7 With refervnch to the reference report where oertais ‘
sections of WRIGH?'s movel "Twslve Millien Elack Nolees® E
: ‘_ (7 e \ ,wmnmumf - -
- b R ‘W”“" j_l L /:‘ '/,’,_,, - ,_’J_ .WBD "
" coPwE o TIS REFONT . i e -~ L\'D’EXED o
'S -Durean - ({Feily : RN
1 - CaptiR.Catackal) ay O e prs 3 5 1
1 - Col.S.V.Constant,0-2, 15 ['AY ‘b _
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were set out as possibly falling withis the viclation of the seditiea
trief review of this beok does mot indicate that any ether
-m

s
portion of the moval is of

%cln M1lion Kack Velses™ is & fictitious sVery
of the social conditions of the Negro in the United States from the firet

slave days to the pressut in shich he discusses the progress of the Negro,

MMIGHT was also the swthor of the popular movel
tive Son” and when guestionsd by writers and critios why he orested
suck & charectsr as "Bigger®, be explained same in an article shich ws
published in *The Saturday Beview® of Jwne 1, 1540, page 18, Be die-
oussed pro snd eov what prospted bim to write such & movel md to ereste
such s charaoter as YBigger® from whick, among other thimgs, is takmn

the following excerpt:

fAnother thought kspt ms from writing, What would
my own white snd hlack comrsdes im the Communist

Party axy.*

From such & pudblished statement, one would essume
WHIGHT to be & meuber of the Party er at lsast 8 fellow trsweller,

The Aserican-Jowrnal, New York dajly mewspmper of
FPetruary 15, 1943 states that RICHARD WRIGHT was s former reporter em
ths Dally Worker., WRIGHT'a picture sppears in the "Negroes and the
War®, published and distriduted by the Office of War Iaformsticn,

The f1ilas of the New York office alsm reflest that
RICEARD WRIOHT's nams appears ou the "Cosmittes %o Free Barl Browder®,
which 11st was published in the Peopla’s Toice, & New York Negro weskly
mowspaper 1eswed March 21, 1942. ‘ n

1942 EEIGHT s aame & oa
and on September 18, 1942 wes 1listed as one of 4
Leagus of Ameriosn Writers, advocating & sesoond fromt in Burope,

:
|
8



I; ;.l soted that WRIGHY's pane appesred frequwesily
in the Daily Worker during 1941 axd 1942. In an fssue dated
25 4, oolumn 1, 4t is noted that RICHARD WRITHT wes 1isted

- Al o o o

&5 ooé of toe

IE QOLD's 25th snpiversary,

b . - m
BaARL BROWUEGR, pam GUID aod +On REin
MIXE

SLO0E
&t which time the Worker oelebrated
in

In an fo0ue dated Pebruary 28, 1941 WRIGHT was listed
umotthomhu-homldwtm'mmuahsm
luncheon attended March 1, 1941 at the Cesmodore Hotel wnder the susploes
of the Aserican Council en Sovist Relations, Others to pe present werd
@SIA SMITH, editor of "Soviet Ruasis !‘eday', a.mmnlms Dro JOHN

l

TEGSRURY and athewmt_

In an isswe of March 19, 1941, page 5, eolumn 7, WHIGHY
eted WILLIMM 2 rosm Iauoul Chairsan ot the Gunluthrﬁuﬂs
th Hrthday,

In an issw datdd March 22, 1941 WRIGHT along with
RUTH MoXENNEY, was reported to have scoepted o serve so the Doard of
Honorary Chairmen of the Msy By Committee.

In an 1ssue of April 5, 1941, page 7, eolumn 2,
RICRERD WRIGHT's pame appeared with otbher writers in what ws mown a8
the "Call %0 the Ath Congress of the Leagws of America®™ %0 be held in
New York City en June 6 and 8, 1941 te discuss how best writers ean
resist the trend toward war, wbat Lo do (o resiore the Wi and wimi
to do in defense of culture,

Ia an f{ssus dated April 13, 1941, the Sunday Worier,
pege 7, ulux.mmmummmniu-nunsm'u-ng
'- sther things admits that "ax", one of the eharscters im the play is
- _Xymbolic of & Comsunist, 'Bo-wor, that novhere {n the play is e
oalled & Comsunist but he 18 clearly a sympathiser," WARNER states
bowever, that RICHARD WRICHT $s & Commmist snd the ecnception ef Max
and of his emiire play ias,




In an {oswe of April 21, 1941, page 1, there is en
editorial which speaks sbout MRICHY's stirring condemmation of the
iaprisonmant of RARL BROWDER and of & leng forward by JAMES W, FORD
contained in WRIGHT's "Bright the Normiag Star’, s short story ia
paaphlet fors prinsted by the Intermetional Publishers, YOHD
endorsed WRIGET ékd the article also pertains to a part of &
the International Publishers ¥y WRIOHT {n which e says be
royalty for this work and those that are received are to asrue % te
*"Earl Browder Defense Pund .

In s L1900 dated June 9, 1941, page 1, WRI
aame appears among those of the Writers Congress sho adopted a

spti-war progras,

i

tor %

;

4

:
!

In an issee daved July 24, 19’01, page 7, ,’
it {5 moted that WRICHT's name appears among the lmericsn writers wino
pledged full support to Great Britain and the Soviet Unjen,

4 changs of atiitude of RICHERD WRIGHT and ether
uriters is pointad out in that in early Juns they adopted s firs anti-wer
prograa and 1in July they advocated full support to the Soviet Smimm
Further, that Germany declared war on Russia en Juw 22, 1%1, :

In an 1ssue dated Angust 18, 1541 WRICGHT appears ea
the Citisen's Comaittes to Fres Karl Browder and in an 1esus dated
Aagust 11, 1941, page 9, WRIGHT stater that HARHY BRINGES is & friend
of merica and has becoms & symbol in Americs and that those who fight
agxinst his are enemies of Amsriocs.

In ma {ssus dated October 22, 1941, page 1, paregraph 1,
WRIGHT's name sppears as one of the messbers of & growp of eitissns calling
for a release of EARL BROWDER.

On Novesber 19, 1941, page 3, in the Yorker,
RICEARD WHIGHT was declared winner of the Spingaro medal for witiag
of ®lNative Son,* Also in tihis Lfssus WHIOHT along with A. ¥4 »
Secretary of the Commanist Party, Reverend ADAM CIATION, POWELL, vy,
sod FORACE' MARSHALL, Vice-President of the Natiénal Negro Congress,
—- -pratested against police brutality sud general sconowic eondi tions
existent i Harlem,

In an issus dated February 13, 1942, page 7, colwmn 4,
8 latier of WRIGHT's was published dealing with the controversy en musie
which letter is dated February 10, 1942 and degins as follows:

*Dear Comrsde Sender Geriims®

WRIGHT complimented the Dally Worker and smoag ether -

e
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e

Muulhbamthwmuhhuohttmfm\hﬁucﬂ
*how can recruitment of negroes to the Comwwnist Party be Lncressed,®
This lstter also steted that *The Communist Party is the enly politisal
psriy in iaerica vitally oconcerned abowt culture and its prodlems,*

It i» slso moted that in JANES W, PORD's book "Ie
Begro and the Democratic Front®, en page 193, FORD states that
wants to"express pudblically the high appreciation of our Negro ecmrades
and Begro peopls for the splendid eontributions of RICHARD mom-,
LANGSTON HUGHES and other artiets and susxians of eur peepls,.*

On October 14, 1942 F bz
.dv!.ud that RIG{ARD umm', a tomr st Faryy namber,

Py Al AL mma ‘ o AW _.ILL A

lﬂnputnmurwumvxmn L WOD Wi W Inc-y v'v
the Party handled the Negro question,

127 Lafaystte Btreet. Frooklyn, furnished Whe I\

reflacted ipn the files of that board somcernming WRIGHT,

Be advised Sat WRIGHT's questionnaire wes returned
Nay 9, 1941 et shioh time WRIOHT resided at 473 Fest 104th Street, Sew
Yoik City. Bowsver, he presently resides at 7 Middagh Street, Brookimm,
Sovw York, On May 28, 1941 WHIGHT Wiks placed in I-A slassificatien
because of sollateral dependents. On July 1, 1942 his eollatersl
dependency was removed and he was plased in slassifiocation 1A,

" On July 6, 1942 he was about %0 b inducted into
the Aray and he ssked for s 90 day extention, whioh was grantad, Om
Novesber 2, 1942 & contimuatioa of this extension wis granted, Om
Sovember 16 1942 he wes placed 4n 3=i in erder to permit hia an
epportonity to taks Volwnteer Candidate Treining, but was subsequently
rejected,

Tho qmntioundn un.eu that TRIGHT was bers

-pwl ““ “ OBt Q. 1508 at llw:-s, nm-npjn.. Ris sdnostion ws i';v-l

as elght years of elsmentary echocl, Ne states ks employsent experience

4s that of s novelist, playuright, poet and mewspaper reportar. Is did
mot set forth his place of employwent Wt advised that he wea engaged

as & writer of political and labor news from 1937 4o 1938. This sisht

pu!.hl: b the pri.-d that he was & nporm for she Dally Worker,

‘s mmmm.nnorhumumbum
noud. It was moted that "Uncle Tom's Children® socording to WRIGHT was
written by Min end ws later translated into Rusalan by the U.5,5.R. and
{ssusd in interpational 1iterature,
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Es qustiomnaire further reflocts that be was married
March 10, 1941 at Coyte 1le, Bew Jersey, ts are given &s
_that of his sother ELLA Smich Ty (%
Y WHIGHT, father, aBT,
brother, , sldter-in-law
at the Py

WRIGHT 1isted as property sos bowse valuad at $3,000.
WIGHT is divoroed from his first wife, becsuse

’ s kis dependents as ELLEN QHT, wife, age 29
apd JULIA WRIGHT, two months, dsugbler, born 12, 1942.

advised that the file further reflects a letier
from the Office of War Information, Bew York City, in which was Wwransuitted

8 prograa 3s preparwd for thes by KICHARD WRIGHT. The records further
reflected that VRIGHT has lived at the following sddresees: b‘»

4&7 Waverly Avenue, Brooklys. (1940)
473 West 140th Street, New I;rk City. (May 1941)
11 Revers Place, Brooklyn, (July 7, 1941)
- 7 Miadagh Street, Brooklyn. (Present address) w

advised that the Board's sssocistion with
RICEARD WRIGHT had been very pleasant and that he had been very cooperstive
and prompt in Ms transsctions with thes,

A description of WKIGHT s furwished v
. !

is as followss g,

Age b o
Born Spetesber 4, 1908, Natches, Missisaippi.
Height F L
Veight 158 pounds
Puild Nediwmm
Ryes Prom
Bair Blaek
. Oomplsxion Dark
-z -, Raoe h‘”
tion ¥riter

No further investigation is being condwoted and this

ecase is oconsidered elosed, /7
oS o S - fTAREN .- ;

v - -
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IDEXTITY OF CONFIDENTIAL INPORMANTS:

B nentioned in the report
of Special Agent 28, 1943 at New !ort o1y, W
47 & flimsy repo wrnor's Island, and 4s being made 0

inforsant in vlov of the ract that the Pureau has expressed a dul b‘

,,,,,,,,, PR

ot W0 hive itbhem BDUicDd il FepOTES. -

%

EEvho {5 being made an Informan acoo a
Fureau request,
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Rnited States Pepartment of Justice ye. Clavie oo

New York, New York | ;” ;“-
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I M Nense L.

/
FE: RICRARD WRIGHT 'las Gonndy ...
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) et s oerme
SECURITY MATTER eeemtomsnsn s semes nrane

Dear Sir:

Enclosed are the origiral and one copy of the nport./(/- &
receiv tenber 10, 1943

°°““mm5* ATD
famed colored novelist who is copsidered a key figure

AME et WS it S4B

EICHA?
in this office.

P

e

=
Lo
& ,
?i

York P41 Copies of instant npox;cm being placed in the appmprhu ¥ 'D ﬂ
o] eB e LA AS
1*1:9:'\'??;‘:;?,1 5 y ‘4 b ﬁ ’
L Yo mirn TRG ¥ yours.

‘w Pl h J\.u- i n - -. / .. 4 \
COPIES \0"’74 7
Dzs'rgprhn Wx. e ﬂ

T

152 AVE 10 W80 8aC '%L
Er" 7 Pocios fr'”“w ]
x", B b v =D /M —f/’/ L/ - ;é

H},’- Lor K.Xe
i B ron conrane - 4
\ Teakrs JENIL G F{;ﬂ‘ IS UNCLASS HED ’ .7
%Emﬁn £25 3’ BY sprera A.-_

+ l




. ‘. . . ' -, Ar. Tolsan ' ... ..
‘, N (‘.—‘_ . - ’ . (‘;;' Q . 'i H::_I.LT_ .
Gr _ Prorral Bureau of Investipation s, Colly e ...

Mnited Ptates Bepartment of Justice e Lotd.
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100=41674 September 14, 1%3:: NG

M: Quinn Tamm

s ’/ Director, FBI

M= Sease . {
. : . Vo lowmdy l‘ﬁ
O RE: mcamg)un.mu': e

S SECURITY MATTER

b

. Dear 8ir: .‘L
__ Enclos Y. original and one copy of the rlport of 4.
' received by this office on Sep tember 10, 1943»
oncerning RICHARD WEIGHT the Colored novelist who is being considered a

a
o
oy
-—

NPT -

-i'f : key figure in the New York Field Divilion.
s
: :
- ¢
B :
- {
— - T
S Copies of instant report are boin.g placed in the sppropriate New ¢
York Files. o

c
wr_s ﬂ’ Very tru]/; yours,
= < 1_. gfﬁ. 2

" ,@c@"?"‘ S X6 oAy

‘e 'T'JT '. . ,-\,1{‘ E. CO -"

= COPIES m-:smomﬁ ST e - B (
*-- v aor
el 153Av6 20 %o = - 1] . >

v o= _
e Talosure, K & /a8

RY fo:j 65-12830
fENCL s s AL '-f' : 1
: af H E{h

DAT{Pes-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEEY

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statewents, “ -
indicated: explain this deletion. .

E’ Deleted under exemptionis} b 3,uo1b with no segregable

material availabic for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Document!s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Pageis) referred for consultation to the following govemment agency(ies),
as the information originated with them. You will

lity upon retum of the material to the FBL
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E:.

Page(s) withbeld for the following reasonts):

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
100~ 1oqMed -6 endoyuve,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

- &
.__l..__. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, whase -
indicate, explain this deletion. ~

d Deleted under exemption(s} b2, 61 with no segregahle
matenal available for release 1o you,

[ Infomation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

1, A m AL e e
only to a third party. Y

U
5
:
:
b
E
;

7] Documentis) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govermment agencylies),
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

—— Pageisi withheld for the following reason(s):

]  For your information:

l]/ The following humber is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
100-i5 4o -] endouct

= ‘o )8 6680000004440 ¢804
DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE
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B s omamarenar KNI YORY, N. Y.
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WACY'KITON, D. C. ] 6/9/4L 5/21,29/44
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RICHARD WRT 2T SECURT ~TER = C

ESYNOPFEIB OF FACTS:

~pPTATE JGERCIES )

4
Fr=70 fTFICES
RyPlar

oS ey 1Ce. /0.y
e IaR e . ns. u?xtl—:ﬁz
TP - T Jﬂfﬁ?_——— ~ RUC -~ REP'T FORT Yy h’
iz [n-2/-]L Las- A
DETATLS: AT WASIZNTON, D. C. !
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)‘

44

A review of the indices of the Washington Field Office indi-
{ ecated that the person referred to Ws undoubtedly a nationally
proinent negro euthor by the name o : WG, who resides in Vew York
City. It was found that numerous references to this RICHAPD WRIGHT have been
pade 4n the Dailyr Worker cver the cpurse of years, and that inforzation with

recard to hir has also been developed by the Special Comittee on Un-Anerican
Activities, House of Represeantatives, Roncrable VAXTIN DIES, Chairman.

)

o071 "Zﬂ-ﬁ'-,_

COP IS OF THIS REFONT ,‘A
 _ COPILS DESTaOiED v O - s
5 - Bureau ' .}J'{; v o
2 = Diew YRAE AJ DB Y0 Iy <
2 - Wasthinzton Field ? fa
: cwt XT.BY : > o
b f4 IRERSON - FCIM 11, 1242, . ...

~ fDATE OF REVIEW. .. .. A
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In view of the fact that PYCHATD WRITHT 4= ."‘o;':v“'."‘vﬁ to

recide ir New Yor: City and inasnmuclh as there is no further investipstion

to be econducted with repard to hir in Washington, D. C., the New York City
office is beir- decigna‘ed office of origin herein and this case ip being

considere’ referred upon cocpletion to that office. \
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RICHARD KATHANIEL WRIGHT

1
1 sYNoPSIS OF FACTS: . EEY FIGURE

Subject presently resides 85 Lefferts Plaoce, Broo
Registered with SS IDB #178;classified 4F,1/7 /44,

P

Burean Pils No, 100-157464.
Report of Special lgonthd‘ud s/2s/43 ot DT

N New Tork City.

PETATLS: '
Although {t is noted that refsrenced report of Special Agent W

was a Closing Report, in view of the fact that Subject is
considered a. figu in Communist sctivities in the Bew York Field Division,
this case ‘3;" kel ap Wby activities of Subject have been followed, b

C“h

PO WOT WRITE M THERE FPACES

::‘/L-/ rlf‘jf@ﬁ ¢

g‘

) i, N lr ul
7j T EL AN
_5 < Bureau }
1 - %1. 5. v. G’Mhnt, D Of I’ EG
3 - New York T
C‘;*‘\ " .*

IPY IN FILE
DR JLI LT L 37




- advised that Subje n

- i

It has beon ascertained that the Subject presently resides
8t 89 lafferts Place, Apartment €23, Brooklyn 16, New York. Inquiry in the
neighborhood of his forwer residence, Colmebia Heighta, at 7 Middagh Street,

Brooklyn, New York, produced no information of wvalus to this investigstion,

ot

" As previously reported,
Servios lLocal Draft Board
Agont interview

Subject is n tered with Selectd
has g;:.or ;o!.“i. lst, );.“,‘10

» .
Won bysthe arsed forces on January 15, 1944 had been made with the mched
resson: “psychoneurosis, severs, psychistric rejection; referred to Loeal
Board for further psychistric and socisl investigation®,

S b 7)
| - ool g

2
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It appeared froms Subject's contacts with his Local Board that
his intersst in the problea of the Negro has become almost an obsession and
41t was said that he apparently overlooks the fact that his own riss to suocess
refutes many of his own ststemsnts regarding the impossibility of the Negrots

dnproving his personal position. ‘u

e
Prom All the information concerning Subject in publications
and according to information from Informants in the New York Office, Subject
is continuing his activities as a writer., In addition to his better knmown
books he has also been engaged in the writing of skits and stories, most of
which concern the Negro. The publicity which has been received by SBubject

WRIGHT is typified by the rether lengthy review of his life appearing in the
volume "Current Biogrephy.1l340" published by the H, W, Wilson Company. This
volups states that RICHASIY NRIGHT, Author, was born September 4, 1008 and kis
present address 1s care of HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 East 33rd Strest, New York
City. It refers to hiz as a brilliant young Negro writer whoss collection of
short stories "Uncle Tom's Children" won & $500 prise competition in 1938 and
whose book "Native Son" wee the March, 1940 selection of the Book-of-the-Month
Club, MNuch of the articls contains & review of the charactar and theme of that

book,
The 1ife of RICHARD WRIGHT, bsginning with his birth, September 4;
1908,0n & plantation 25 miles from Natiches, Mississippi, is » G8

followe;s

| His father, NATHAN WRIGHT, was & mill worker and his mother,
EL%I_R‘ISHT, 8 country school teacher, The faxily was oontinmually on thw
move 85 his education was very much neglected. ¥%hen his mother was styiciken
#Mth patalysis during the first world war, the Subject was gent to an uncls's
house to live, WRIGHT is quoted as having ststed that he did so much fighting,
lying and school-cutting that he was sent back to his grandmother who pre-

dicted that he would end on the gallows. Be was Pt in a 7th Day Adventist

Rl
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8chool, taught by his aunt. At 15 be left homs and we
& job ss porter and messenger. During the subsequent
way all over the ecountry working at any kind of job froe ditch-digeing
cleridng in a post office. He drifted to Chicago where he had heard Kegroes
stood a better chance of getting jobs. He was a clerk for a while and in
1933 had a taste of politics. The review then quotes what is purportedly

the Subject's own statement:

%] became an assistant precinct osptain in the Republican
Primary Election*, he said,"] was promised & job, I didn't
got 1it, BNext time I became an assistent precinct captain
for the Democrats and was promised 8 job, which I didn't
get. Bo then I became & Red, Now I am what the papers
refer to as a card-carrying Communist.®,

In 1935, WRIGHT was on the FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT 4in
Chicago and had sold paper articles and some stories to the magasines, He
cane to New York in 1937 where he again got on the WRITERS' PROJECT, He wrote
egssay on Harlem in the "New York Pansrama”, He also did some work on the

-J%&il_) Porker® and became s contributing editor of t-ho% Kasses", In 1939,

WRIGHT reportedly got a Guggenheim fellowship which enabled him to quit

the Project and ocomplete his novel "Native Son". He lived for some months

during 1940 4in Mexico but returned to the United States in Noveaber of 1940,

X
-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statexments, M &
indicated, explain this deletion. 8

——
Deteted under exemptionis) &7 with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to & third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only 1o a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Document(s} originating with the following government agencylies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct respense to you.

Pageis) referred for consultation to the following government agencylies),
as the information originated mth them. You will
be ndvised of availability upon retumn of the material to the FBL

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS

_—__—-——-—_

WEW YORK FTELD DIVISION

-

- At New York, N. Y. - H11 follow and report
activities of Subject.
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IDENTITY OF CONFIDENTIAL INPORMANT

In the report of Special Agen:‘_
dated July 8, 1944 at New York, N. Y., the Confident. ormant is as

follows: b".b

S
L LY

temporsry inforsant symbol is used to

A
conceal the 1dont.1i of this Inromntl -
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lrean of Inwestigatis ’ -
Anited Dum‘mparhnmt of Fiticee ;;'J

Director, FBl
ndmnﬁum ,

RE: SBCURSTY -MATTER
\ IFTIREAL SECURITY - ©

Dear Bir:

11 is recoammended that e Security Index card be prepared
relative to the individusl named below:

W sk ‘i‘ .

Name: RICHARD WRIGET
Aliages:
4
- = Residence Address: 89 Lefferts Place, dpartment C-33
S Brooklyn 16, Nev Tork
Pusiness Address: None '
X _ Native Born Alien Katuralized .
_ X Communiet German Miscellansous
_ __ Feecist (Itelian) __ Jspanese
Date of Birtn ___TePte & 1908
Place of Birth ¥atches, Nississippl
Entered U. 5. at

Raturalized (date)
Raturalized (place and Court)

Very truly yours,

HERE;: 1o WATION CCyi7g EE D
LN, b | ARy P li IN : . .
DA'I(-.E_'?;ZJ‘-L-_&,LI’J’%EH;D D &ft-%%(l/\oo— /57_’:‘%-/.
‘ e~ - SETREY
. ¥ 13

X

REOORDE 1
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WASH FROM NEW YORK 2 28 1-14P

Mr. Quinn .

nﬁ_

GAIN, RICHAERD NATHANIEL&URIGHT, IS-C. FOR THE BUREAUS IN s!RTICLE I

TODAYS NY\?ERALD_TRIBUNE ENTITQED\(NEGROVAUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS IN-
TOLERANT®, STATES THAT RICHARD URISHT, AUTHOR OF "NATIVE SON" IN DIS-
CUSSING HIS OWN BREAK UITH\EOMMUNIST PARTY SAYS PARTY FEARS NEW IDEAS
AND THAT COMMUNIST POSITION ON AMERICAN NEGRO RAS UNDERGONE A ®DISTINC'
AND LAMENTABLE REGRESSION™ IN RECENT YEARS. WRIGHT WAS FURTHER CRE-

-— sawvmw

ITED WITH DESCRIBING COMMUNISTS AS “NARROW MINDED, BIGOTED, I

o

AND FRIGHTENED OF NEW IDEAS WHICH DONT FIT INTO THEIR OWN," THE HERAL:
TRIBUNE FURTHER STATES THAT MR WRIGHTS REMARKS WERE PROMPTED BY QUESTI!
GROWING OUT OF AN ARTICLE VHICHE HE HAS WRITTEN FOR THE ATLANTIC MONTH!
FOR AUGUST UNDER THE TITLE OF\(I TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST.®" THE TRIBUN:
FURTHER STATES THAT IN THE ATLRNTIC MONTHLY ARTICLE THE AUTHOR OF lATIE
SON DISCUSSES HIS EARLIEST EXPERIENCES. AS A CP MEMBER IN CHI GO TDUCF-

ING. ON THE PROBLEMS HE FACED IN TRYING ‘m P}Esgu_ ,m pﬂl wms Yo ur
EX -2
PARTY. FURTHERMORE THE AUGUST m.ANf.ﬁr MONTELY BESCRIBES nu: E ARTICLE

T AL1LMENTS AND ur uprzgl J%uﬁgg% r TRIRINE RE-

AC T
2P~ B 4

r TIpCT
N Fdhoda

o

r Tun 1IN
F Tuwo INS

PRESENTATIVE YESTERDAY THAT HE UOULD NOT DISCng *SPECIFIC DETAILS
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NY2 PAGE 2

OF THE CHICAGO BREAK WITH THE COMMUNISTS BECAUSE THESE WILL BE COVERED
IN THE SECOND MAGAZINE ARTICLE, WRIGHT FURTHER ADVISED THE TRIBUNE
THAT HIS CP MEMBERSHIP COVERED THE PER;OD, ROUGKLY, FROM THE LATTER
PART OF NINETEEN THI?T??UO T0 HINETfE; /ORTY AND THAT RIS EARLY ASS0-
CIATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS IN CHICAGO HAS BEEN BROKEN IN NINETEEN
THIRTYSEVEN WHEN HE WAS EJECTED FROM THE SAME. VRIGHT FURTHER ADVISED
THAT KE WAS ON THE OUTS WITH THE PARTY FROM MAY UNTIL AUGUST THIRTY
SEVEN AND THAT HE WAS REINSTATED IN NY IN SUCH YEAR AND "MAINTAINED

A RELATIONSHIP® WITH THE PARTY UNTIL FORTY WHEN HE SAID HE LEFT THE
SAME. THE TRIBUNE ARTICLE DISCUSSING WRIGHTS
TABLE REGRESSION OF THE CP POSITION ON THE AMERICAN NEGRO CREDITED MR.
WRIGHT WITH STATING *PUBLICLY COMMUNISTS WILL DENY THAT THERE IS ANY

COMMENTS ABOUT THE LANMEN-

SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THEIR H‘LITANCY, BUT PRIVATELY THEY OFFER ANY
HANDY EXCUSE. THE MILITANCY OF THE NEGRO QUESTION HAS PASSED INTO THE
HANDS OF RIGHT WING NEGROES, THAT WAS NOT TRUE EIGHT YEARS AGO. MOST
OF THE BATTLES THEN WERE LED BY COMMUNISTS.® THE ARTICLE FURTHER STA-
TED THAT IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION AS TO WHAT CAUSED THE CHICAGO RIFT
BETWEEN HIM AND THE COMMUNISTS WRIGHT HAD STATE#H'IT WAS AN ACCUMULATIC

—————

¥ A DIFFERENCE

OF MANY THINGS = NOT SO MUCH A LEAVING AS AN N O
OF OPINION. 1 HAD MY WAY OF EXPRESSING MY CONCEPTION OF NEGRO EXPER-

EJECTION

END PAGE TWO



NY2 PAGE THREE *
IENCE IN WRITING. 1 THOUGHT IT WOULD BE OF VALUE TO THEM. THEY HAD
THEIR IDEAS OF HOW 1 SHOULD REACT AS A COMMUNIST. THERE WAS AN IRRE-
CONCILABLE GAP BETWEEN 0U1(ATTITUDES. 1 DO NOT REGARD THE COMMUNISTS
TODAY AS EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE.® WRIGHT FURTHER
ADVISED THE TRIBUNE THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE A TERRIBLE LOT TO LEARN
ABOUT PEOPLE. COMMUNISTS PECUtIARLY ARE TOO MUCH THE VICTIMS OF THE
VERY SOCIETY THEY ARE TRYING TO CHANGE. THIS TOO OFTEN FINDS EXPRESSI
IN INTCLERANCE AND NARROWNESS,." AT THE PRESENT TIME THE NY OFFICE HAS
UNDER CONSIDERATION THE ADVISABILITY OF INTERVIEWING MR WRIGHT.

CONROY
HOLD
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Esference is made to your teletype of July 28, m.meimingﬂn
re>ortod disaffiliation on the part of the subject with the Communist Politioal
dssociation, It s noted in your teleiype that you have under oonsidsrsation

the advisanility of interviewing Wright, ) ..
In eonnection with any interview you might undertalke with Wright,

- T = T we

it is o.;g ested that you consider obtaining from iz specific {nformaticn
ooncerning exploitation of the Negre reve by the fomxunist Political Association,
Purthermore, 1f t'.e interview actually takes place a previous study should be
made of Rright's articles axi pl.rucuhrly port.imt oocsents he nku wth
ﬂ;ara w0 e LC‘:’JILLB‘L I'OLJ.I.].C‘.L usocuunn. . . . .

-

ol the Commist Political Association's position with respect to the Amerioan
Negro. Froc a review of the telstyoe you subeitted in this rezard, it wfid
seex that Bright does not think the Communist Political Assoclatio: revolutionary
e.ouh at the present tims with respect to the advancenent of the Negcro. This

should be considersd scriously prior to any action oo your part.

"’f‘ 141 _"v‘-',._
boil . TTROCTAND
Dr‘ S 1..1'._.1 ‘_)” IED

75
& zr} Z B VSJongA///
) -ll &'k. ok

Any interview with Eright must, of éourie, be most dlacreet, partiou-
larly 4n light of his renorted comeats in which he lanents the *regression®
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Mr. Wright Didn’t Discover

nist Party he did not dis-
cover that the Communists
have DO concern whatever with
persuading people t# be Joval to
the Communist organization per
. Be mt iIn
meetingz  for
years, and did-
B ot discover
that the only
t hing required
s that you be.
boyal Lo the peo-
ple's cause U
you are that
then joysiis to
the Communist organization will
wake care i ieelf.

Wright has & phece in Lthe At-
Wantic Monthly, in which, whether
inadvertentiy or not, he takez a
pusition aon far bigger gquestions
than Wwhether a person likes
Communists.

Within the past few yearz. and
{aster in recent months, the Negro
people have shaped i final form
thelr answers to the natanal
question for ibe Negro of the
United Siaies: That ihis & ihelr
couniry as well as anyone else’s.
and Lthat they wil] have their equal
piace In it and will Sght knock-
down-apd-drag-out for thet equal
piace, and wil! win, and thost who
oppase it will go the way of Martin
and Jor and Ootton Ed and
Viereck and Dijlling and Goebbels.

[ » - "

1CHARD WRIGET forgoet that
this fight & on, and with his
tesd stuck ipto his typewriter be
wrote: '
“Could 8 Negre tver Nve hall-
way e 2 buman being in the
goddamp somniry T
That was all the sditor needed
{0 have Richard Wright's signa-
fure to, 0 the main; but Wright
Sept—tm nd gasd what logically
goes With N--bftsuse (be big, al
asheorbing, worldwide fight in this
war heeps pushing = slong. Be'
arole: t
“Then .. . a8 Jewish shap . . .
e introduced me 40 & Jewhh
{agaim) fo & Jewish Doy ...
ish chap . . . & shert, ?
bineh-halred, woll-read Bolley
‘apging Bpe sod Duigini
oo (and) & Megre Comdun-

s s R Aol e be i Begvbale

fike: *Dexr Juie mit
Unterlippe and Glota .
Throughout our oouniry, as we
all know, there are desperate ef-
foris 10 mcocentuste the “racial™
@ivisions o avery possibie com-
plexity. "Negro against Jew.” §s
the Cerald Amith way of getiing
Mecro support for an ant). Negro
* movement; mince anti-Bemitism is
anly s form of white chauvinism,
And Megro against trade unions,
purelsy as an aid to the ald vile-
nexs of trade-union exclusiveness
against the Negro. The first de-
mand on & mAn who i {0 remain
in the Communist movement i

shat be he a democrat—in the .
broad, nonparty sense of the word
—a republican in the grest long-

ditme historica) meanine And even

mmEslls Al 7=

remarxably

which the wictory Hes with all
proples seeking freedom Mr
Wrnght fargot that ceriain edi-
torial people are glad to y-
thing in election time that seemns
o line up talen people on the

|
§

i -g-g E
E% gg:l
R

S
66 95 oM

eratic-willed W and Nagro
people, elect & Negro to represent
thexs in the City Counci em &
patform that includes abolition
of the Jim Crow system, and will
sloct to the United States O~
gress another great Negro Jeader—
all & very modest beginning, enly
a bridgehesd for s fight; but the

WHght? Yes, & greal move-
ment of the people can do without

pRe b

Gl s Al thy Seat of

chrmm .

it

8y Robert]Minor —

This is a clipping fram
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(|  RICBARD MATHANTEL WRIGHT

SYNGPEIROKFACTS:
» T
335%%
NEE
: ?‘;:3: August and September, 194 entitled,”I Tried To Be A Communist®,
<58 Theme of articles seeas to conclude with thought that subject
gaa broks with party because his frisnds in the Party, including
@ E thoss of his own race, wers wnabls to recognise his as their
frisnd. Articles do not appear to attack Commmist Partw

in thty"h:rﬁo rly recognise and deal with problems in
socisty. cles received wide-spread news lication,
ports of informants and publicity Mummwmp@ {
Y meabers eoncerned over WRIGHT's articles, WRIGHT has
authored new book ®*Rlack Boy®, an lﬂtobi.:gl.p which iz not
§ (o

T WY Twwa Wwmmmasktady ¥ 8w Wy H‘
&s revolutionary club, but because of fallure of individuals l

expscted to appear wntil next year, AT artiocles
were ariginally final portion of this book.
aa MLL rErorRa IO corThED
- @EREIN IS UNCzas-1FIfD .
EXCEPTRIRC S0 |
REFERENCES 3 Burean Pile 100-15746L. OTETNIcE :
Raport af Special dgeat (NN . /50 B/
at New York, New York.
Ar .2 ' : .
DETATLS: ;' * |- Bubject has been considered a Key Figure in Comsunist activitiss

L1 4o the New York Field Divisiom,

APPROVED AND /' v '.E%“ F CONF![‘NT‘AU 76 | ” l
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Subject, RICEARD WRIGHT's articles sppearing in the August
and September, 15ul issues of the SATLANTIC MONTHLY® magasine were eaphatiocally
brought to the public's attention by econsiderabls publicity in the New Yark

newspapers.

ARTICIES IN ATLANTIC MONTHIX1

On July 28, 25LL the Bew York Herald Tribune gave a langthy
article entitled,®NEGRO AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS INTOLERANT". This articls
states that WRIGHT in discussing his btereak with the Communists said that thw
Farty fears pew ideas, and that ths Communists position regarding the Amsrican
asgro has wndergons a “"distinct and lamentabls regression,® in recent yeara,
Be described the Communista as Smarrow-minded, bigoted, intolsrsnt and
frightsned of paw idsas which don't fit into their own.® The Herald Tribume's
articls referred to WRIGHT's articls in the ATLANTIC MONTHLY.

In an intervier, Mr. WRIGHT is reported %o have stated that kis

Communist Party membership roughly covered the period from the lattar part of -
1932 or early 1933 to 1940, and his early association with the Communiste '
Chicago was brokss in 1§37 when he sald be was “gjected"
WRIGHT stated that bs was reinstated in New York in 1937 and maintained »
relationship with ths Party until 1940 when he left the Farty. \The peper
quoted WRIGHT as saying,"Publicly, Communists will deny that there is amy
substantial change in their militancy but privately tbey offer any handy exsuse.
!hodlihncymtbh;roqmstlmhawsodhtothhnﬂndw

| ¢

* Begroes. That was not’zus eight years ago. Most of the battles then were Jed
ing

fy Commfmists.® Be said further that be did not regard the Comsunists of
today s effective instruments for social change, and described thea as e
too much the victims of the very society they are trying to change, resulting

CONFIDENYIAL
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often in intolerance and narrowness.

Asmmmuh.wmmmrmaml;l-rumtu '
July 28, I9LL entitled®REDS ALL WRONG, WRIGHT QUITS'EN". This article states that
until recently WRIGHT waz ome of tbe high priests of the Communist
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: Party

b — staunchly defending Red ideology as the omly possibls political philoscply for |
e his race, but today he is hurling epithets at his former Commumnist comrades.
e This article also referred to the story appearing in the ATIANTIC MONTHLY and
i . quotod the same statements which appeared in the other newspapers.

The Washington Field 0ffice also forwarded 8 lstter to the New
York office btringing to its attention an itex from the soluam,"The World
Today”® by GEQRGZ S. SCHUYLER appearing in the August 5, 154l issue of the
Pittesburgh Courier. This 1tem called attention to WRIGHT's srticles in the

Atlantic Montlly and commsnted briefly wpon it.

It is also interesting to note that considsrebls publicity was given
WRICHT's articles in the Daily Worker newspaper. In the Daily Worker for ]
August 6, 190, the column by BENJAMIN J. DMVIS, JR. entitled, "New Times®
eontaing what it terxs "a few words on RICHARD WRIGHT and Rew Idees™. DAVIS
considers first the promises of WRIGHT as an author, which was indicated by
his book,"Native Son™. He then refers to what he calls the public and wholly
unjustifiable attack on the Communists, who were the very organisation whose
outlooks had helped WRIGHT create his masterpiece. DAVIS stated that accord- |

A A WDTALIRE o Py e T anrd b leromy Ponrem & ﬂ_m"-'l- 4. YOLN NATTC
Y RV e IH“H!—., A Wil TN 44UV W VVESUILLSW &4 AFHYE MRY i ,

asked why be waited until now to make this break public and questions whom
WRIGHT is trying to impress. DAVIS refers to WRIGHT's attitude as & form of
superleftisa which puts him in a class with NOEMAK THOMAS and other "Red-Baters®
DAVIS comments that this attack by WRICHT comes at 8 crucial elsction time when
the future state of the negroes requires the re-election af Roossvelt. -

It 15 also poted that 4in the Daily Worker of August 15, 19LL an
articls by RO OR 4s entitled,"lb. WRIGHT DIDE'T DISCOVER IT®. MINR
bagins his article with the comment that in the half dosen years that

RICHARD WRIGHT was & member of the Comunist Party he did | discorer that the
to to
ealy
e

Communists have no concern whatacever with pereuading peop
[ ]
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i the Commmist organization per se; that WRIGHT did not discover that
A thing required is that you be loysl to the peoples cause apd that if
TR :that then loyalty to the Communist arganization will take care of itse

=2 = "=

kik

KINOR says that in WRIOHT's article in the ATIANTIC MONTHLY
takes a position on far bigger questions than whether & person likes Commnists.
Be says that RICHARD WRIGHT forgot the fight of the Negro pecpls and has talen
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NEx YORK FIELD DIVISION

AT BROOXLYN, WEW YORK- Will, after careful considerstiom,
discreetly interview saubject WRIOHT ocncerming his association with the

wt FParty. . )

U
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articles were orizinally the Mmdmw'a'mbb&. up:.t;- )
published, an autobiography entitled, "Elack Boy®. s e ) ,“

C 10

frnished by informsnts indelated WRIGHT's bresk with the Commmnist Party
was an actual fact, it was felt that a discrest snd careful interview
with WRIGHT might be productive. However, it was ascertained on August
31, AgLL mtmhwmhmmmumﬂdnmhwh
Bew Tork @ity until sbout September 15, 19ul.
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talked to hinm wntil they had given him new eyes with whioch to ses his emn
arise. And thev sat hask and Yistanad ¢ him tall ha had arrad. S was ane
s

with all the msxzbers there, Teg

and thair hearts were his; and when & man reaches that sta kinship wi
othars, that degres of onensss, er when & trial has made
been sundered from them by wrongdoing, then bhe must rise
of the despssst morality in the world: 'I'a gailty. Forgive me.'®

WRICHT oomtinues with the comment, ® This, to me, Was 8 spectacls of
glory; and yst, because it had condemned me, because it was blind and ignorant,
thail

T folt that it was 2 spectacle of horror. The hlindness of r 1imd iy

- e & A W e E—

nvutrmcatodnndhpoumhodbythsoppmaimthqhd:&;

suenies. Amsrican 1ife bad so corrupted their consciousness that they were
unable to recognise their friends when they sax thew. I knsw that if they bad
beld state power I should have been declared guilty of and my exescution
would bave followsd., And I knew that they felt, with all the strength of thelr

black blindness, that they were right.*

The foregoing portiop of WRIQHT's article has been guoted because of
the fact that it is believed significant in indicating that WRIGHT disapproves
whole heartedly of the Amarican way of 1ife and living even though e has

publicly at this time announced a breach with the Communist otrganisation.

i oM _ AN o A Al e B

i"mconcxm& rtian of bis article tolls of his trensfer frem
the Fodsral Experimsn m to the Federal Writars Project and
to
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- reform,® WRICHT continues,
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WRIGHT nmmﬁtimlmwmhﬁmd
wxmmnmmummummmﬁﬁéﬁiu‘imhﬁm
$o0 dissolve the clubs. WRIGHT said that he asked "Why", and was told that the

dissolution was becanss the slubs d4id not serve the new peoples fromt polioy.

mmcmmmnmamrmmmuummm
sttexpts at the Congress of Amsrican Writers Beld iu Eew York City in 1935.

The second articls in the Beptember 19LL isswe of the Atlamtis
Monthly commences with WRIGHT's work after the dissolutiocn of the Joln Reed

#Ylvs He amadd dhat ad ohlce 68w he cmad I8 _0d — bl P P e
vallles BU PELL WS By WLLE VAEF OF STUVLUSY WLV ERTVLLLE A8 B “

subjected to discipline, HRe mthtninlnunip_nbythhﬂym
hiam to organise a committes against the high cost af living, snd he svubseguently
entered into this work. Jlater on he was asked to go to Switserland as a Youwth
Delsgate and then to the Soviet Uniocn, but s refused because it would have

interfered with his writing.
T ° s relates the story of a wnit meeting st which he requested that

prae Yy | “'. Talé him. e +aVirad s A
WY AE iAW MWV MAMEe Y R LSeG  WRh S p—
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thought they knew life who bad been
:twhthy#:wldmthﬂbnnlhptiulhadth‘y tnessed this estonishing trial.
Rosy had not been doped; be had been awskened, It was mot & fear of the
Communist Farty that bad mads him confess but a fear of the pmishmeni that e



=

NEVIEN OF ATLANTIC MONTELY ARTICLES:

qnm:onsomm-wnmmm.

) The first articls appeared in the August 9Ll ssews
100 which
Atlantic Monthly magasine and commenced t‘i.th an h-'“-bm hnmm

| o

“m:;;di’n:n s growp of m“.‘:“ta.l" be was amased to learn of
Post Office in Chicago. Vg o Party and be describes his entriss into
W“WM'oku

g T the
m-r-‘-__m which ha first read

;
[

tered
but kindred peoples into & whols. It seemed to me that here at last, in the
& funct

reals of revolutionary expression, Negro experience sculd find a homs,
ing value and role®

WRICHT becams & leader in the John Reed Club and eontributed
presentation WRIGHT points out that his first misunderstanding with ether
Negro Communists grew out of the fact that because of his publications and
writing they classifisd him as an intellsotual.

hahohdwfimltyﬂththhrtyhmmd
his efforts %o learn of the life of ane ROSS, & Negro Cossmmnist. WRIOHT
says that ROSS typified the effective strest agitator, and was & Southern
born Negro who had migrated to the North, and whose life reflected the crude
hopes and frustretiocns of the peasant in the city. WRIGHT folt that &f he
oould get ROSS' story be oould maks known soms of the difficulties inheremt in
the adjustment of a folk peopls to an urban suviromseut. Word spresd of this
aotivity of WRIGHT in the Commmist Farty, and he was warned to stop sush
activities.

" to such publications se "left Frant®, "Anvil, and “New Masses®. In kis

S

These articles by WRIGHT are auto-biographicsl in mature, amd
mnmmstmwmthmwmihdw
sketches on individuals he met, and settled upon writing short stories weing
the material he bad gotten from ROSS and his friends. One such story
pmmhodinmmhologmarmnthot'NMMmm-.i
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up the causs of those who are endeavoring to acosntuate racial édivisions. e
noints ot that im hisa srticrle WRIAAT 4n several instances rafears to individeaila

Fra—vw wuw W T WE e e w8 W w w- —— E——

as "a Jewish chap®, "a Jewish boy", and ®his Jewish wife®,

In answer to the question purposely put by Mr. MINOR,®Can We Do
Without RICEARD WRIGHT7", NMINGR says TYes”, that any great movemsnt of the
people oan do without any imdividual.

It appears from the fact that articles were written
Mr. NRICHY's, *1 Trisd To B» & Comsnmist®, by both EENJAXIN J. DAVIS, JR, and
ROEERT MINOR that the Commmist organisation has laid considerables importance
mm-nmwumm. thontkrmnuhodtbmm
in the ocolumn of DANTON WALXER 4in the New York Dyily News of
annn.za 19LL wharein it is stated that SRICHARD WRIGHT, suthor ef ®Natiwve
Son®, mmmamwnumwmmumamuem
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A confidential symbol was 4 et the bt
identity of the informant
and
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&g’pﬁnwdnhl;ﬁ:dimlvad,l
was froe of all party relations. I avoided
Aanit mestings for fear of being subjocted to

“Docasionally & Negro Communist — de-

i ¥z discipline.
ﬂ'.%nsdlowdothltmjoinedhmtoﬁunmpoct

R T R R s
mtharndmxtud&l(}mn.d!omwhohdd’-
_smanded o know what uee I plannad to make of the -4
“amaterial 1 was collecting from the comrades. I 9
ﬂtlmdlthlmulh:;hedlndlkmthuhemn- k-
.dmdm.m.ndmmmyohhem ‘

tl—;;mhmmtndmformedmeof

mmmlher “ﬂ‘omyuﬁmuhmt! heard

i‘ﬂhatBuddyNulnnbldhtmdedmt »amuggler

', “¥Buddy Nealson m tlloquo who bad forma-
“ated the Communist position for the American

o egro; hhdmdoq:eodnmﬂnxrmhn hohad

‘"“'Whltdo mmt?”}ukedhlunﬂy. ",,Yonlee
B v %! Rl
*Ihnlmﬁmthmlhﬂu-"b

. maid.

nlhdmtmdpoddny.undhhﬂnotoﬂ'uad
wio say it. Hehadnot-nﬂed,mdnuthuhdl. s
“sdooked curiously at my bleak yoom. %

o ""Thmuthehomeofnhnnudmm

‘““Whnt does that mean?™

o : "“‘Henylthntyoumeorrupungthepmymth

e

.mththemmahoutom.llhouldhnveto

a7 4 ¥ N a3t 1§ YL T [I1Y

:}_%mdtomctmtedNuhonmtoeommgmom

a-d:nudphnsu. I was termed a “bastard intellec-

“Ztual” an “incipient Trotakyite™; it was claimed

“that I posscssed an %pntideadership attitude” and
that I was mnmfaung “seraphim tendencies” — s

* *;phrase meaning that pne has withdrawn from the

".struggle of life and considers oneself infallible,
‘ Worlung nl! day and 'lmung ln.lf l.be mgbt bmug‘ht

;f-.ﬂl. a knock . came at my door one morning. y

memthNmﬂ:wMuund

, whach is year, procdaim
althnullwwtndeloqmtu&andh

Y -

“Ho mred mtbont 'bhnhng ¥ | eould not cndum

. ”"dmmndmgthemnoﬂono-hke. Commﬂndmncyr

goade me say, “Bit down.” . 7
--His shoulders etiffened. - *
*Tm in & hurry.” ﬂotpohhkem nrmyoﬂ'icur
““What do you want to tell me?” -
- *Do you know Buddy Nealson?” be asked.
J was lusp:mous. ‘Wu thu ® po‘htw-l mp?
*:mtung my-elfto notlung lmt.it Iknew thehnd of
geality I was grappling with. .. .
“He wants to see you,” Ed Green md.
“#What about?” I ssked, still suspicious. o
“He wants to talk lmh you about your party 3
~work,” bosaid. ¥
*I'm ill and can’t laolum until I‘m weﬂ."lmd. .
-;Ed Green-tood lor a fraction of & seoond 'thm 3
Wben my chest hoalod. [ nugbt an lppom:mmt
-awith Buddy Nealson. "He was s short, black man ;
-=with an ever ready smile, thick lips, & furtive man- -3
~uper, and & greasy, sweaty Jook. His bearing was
. mervous, welf-conscious; he seemed always 1o be bid- i
4ng some deep irritation. ‘He spoke in short, jerky "
sat taocey, hopping nimbly from thought to thought, ™}
nmcul-lom-l

n ﬂtbou;hhummdworkodmlfrn.

TN AT g
4 N :,‘- -.-.‘ R




[ ,nmn to BE A ACOMMUNIST
’ "Wo re ot ldverum&o " He spoke d:rectly :

od jntervile. Now and thet he would

mw

)

<twato hia Bow of words by taking s nip from a

mdwmmohdmmwmdm
. }d and his talk was pitted with vague allusions to
cities. ¥ soet him fn Sis apartment, fis-

to him intently, observed him minutely, for 1
ﬁu!wlmmd‘dnludmofWoﬂd

-n,g.:g “f-

«maﬂo, Wr&ht,"he uomd. *“Tve heard cbout

" “*We're talking about two different things,” I

;#mid. *¥ou seem worried about my making Ross §
-popular because he is your political opponent. But %
“4"m not concerned about Roes's politics at all. The 3

“aman struck me as one who typified certain traits of

the Negro migrant. I’'ve elrcady sold a Itory based
"gpon an incident in his life.”
" Nealson became excited.

*What wax the incident?™ he asked.

wMMhhﬂ i alond, seemingly

u!lnhndl and as be guffawed 1 eould not teil
hmmhmdineudnmormmunt
ﬁdohnu.line-.

bpo'htmnhud lbontnekgood." lf

!?.-»4»*! ks

down.'ion again, nvin;mewn‘

"?Yu.ﬂwytﬂ moyou vmte.

mm’l'or ﬁe’Nu lmu about Joo Louis.
f otuff. Mﬁwn‘tﬂutdmm ve

,;ﬂ befoumwuing. “He had not asked me
Mbﬂthdhntedinamtnl.m.nngny
1 bad been told, was siated for expulsion from
party on the ground that be was “anti-leader-
mlp.l‘.ﬂd if @ member of the Communist Inter-
- igmational was asking me if I was & friend of & man
MWthmwyamngmnf
Yywloplormr

_ kly."Bmlhuhmwal mf-a.qmtewen"
-~if he tan’t your friend, how do you happen to
?ﬁmwhmonnrhuu, leughing to soften the
Mthmtothuemon. :

“"~] was writing an scoount of his kife and I know
Muﬂ perbape, as anybody,” I told him.

;7 *1 beard about that,” he mid. *Wright. Hl-ha.
%&y !etnaullyu!):ek.iunh?"

- “*Some trouble he got into when he was thirteen

“yunold"lmd

. #Oh, 1 thought it wes political,” hc said, shrug-

3;‘“’8

_-gmust believe that. I'm trying to depict Negro life.”
- "*Have you finished writing about Ross?"
G N©, sd.

“galk.” He laughed.

*“Dick,” he began, “we're short of forces. W "re  ;

gncmg a grave crigis.”
. *“The party’s always fmng a crisig,” l md
" PBis smile left and he stared at me. -
"*You're not cynical, ere you, Dick?” he asked.
*No,” I nid

" “But Pm telling you that you are wrong about
that,” I explained. “I'm not trying to fight you 3
_with my writing. I've no political ambitions. You ¢

h ropped the idea. urpn y ‘
membusweremspmousofmemd were afraid to 3

= -

“But it's the truth. Each week. |

gL - non l-h"

'“You mlfnnnyguy." he said, laughing, mort.mg 1
«mguin. “But we've got a job to do. We're altering |
our work. Fascism's the danger, the danger now to

~ all people.”
*I understand,” I said.

v aWe've got to defeat the Fascists,” be said,

_rmmorting from asthma. *“We've discussed you and |

—tnov your abilities. 'We want you to work with us.

g0 U FAE

dents, club people, profemonals, middle class.

““I've been called names,” I said soltly. "Is thst _

n(ns!nng out of the narrow way?”
“Forget that,"” he mid.

“He had not denicd the name-calling. *That meant 4

-ﬂﬂut if I did not obey him, the name-calling would
begm agnm

“I Oon DI'A ] .’

1 n

*ﬂ",D:ck."te md "‘Boa ise utnondist" He
to Jet the weight of his eccusation #ink in.

o moant that Ros's militancy was extreme. *We
unists don't dramatise Nogro nationaliem,”

aidhn-wioetht hﬂtbad.mmd,md

L

doyoumn?"luhd.

»:.P, ‘.I

“We want to trust you with an tm;)ortant assign- '.

~sgnent,” be said.
"™ What doyoumtmewdo?”

~“"We want you to organize a committee .gamst 3

Hbehlghooctofhwng

~“The high cost of living?™ I uclnuned "ﬂi’hat §

do 1 Lnow about such things?™ .

e?

‘ing and get our message to the church people, stu- 3

ja1d open Y.




ﬁ --m:«‘“"-"“’-‘“ . .
portant. “I‘oha'iuuhnd?"lﬂhd

ou’ll go e & youth dolegate,” Bmith said.

there you ean go to the Soviet Union.”
mlldl ul’dlihm.l'nlfmd!m’tmkelt,

loiu
entbokiuunemtha -nokmg-ilently
‘Sold yonlmv l feel?" lulwd

”mthﬂdm;tm ﬂesundutmabn‘
Akme, then spat: “Wright, you're afool!™ -

M roee. Smith tarned awsy from me. A breath
mdm-ndld:ouldhwdnvmmyﬁumw

uﬂnlt m?" ! tum

[ stood yoealling how, dn my boyhood, I would
hn!wghtutilblmdnnbﬂmmwd any-

sthing like that to me. ‘But 1 was & man now and
snastor of my rage, able to eoutrol the surging emo-
tions. ¥ put on my hat snd walked to the door.
%m&"l-ﬂ unynd!. ﬂ)ontlatth-pt
“‘hﬂd AR ,ic K4 a‘?"": _;

”» . T

§ “"I mowt!ut dmu-on oanght s ltalement be
del’mod," Nealson said. :

" A quick vote confirmed Nealson's motion. I 3
-boked about the silent room, then reached for my
+at and rose.
- %] ghould like to go now,” I said.
No one said anything. I walked to the door and
-out into the night and a heavy burden sccmed to lift

7 _,dn a decent and l'o manner. 1 had not been §
_dbitter. X had not raked up s single recrimination. 3
J had attacked no one. 1 had disavowed nothing.

* The next night two Negro Communiets called at 3
~my bome. They pretended to be ignorant of what -3
bad happened at the unit meeting. Patiently I -

-~explained what had occurred.

"Your ltory does not lgree w:tb what Neo.lson

"And what doelNeolnon ny?”l uked 3
~ “He sayu that you are in league with a Trotskyite ¥
group, and that you made an appeal for other T party

.smembers to follow you in leaving the party.”

"c#What?" I gasped. “That's pot true. T asked 3

hat my mbeﬂhlp be dropped. I raised no politi- F

g2l issues” MWhat did this mean? I sat pondering.

5 ‘!.l..ook. mybelought tomake my break with the 4

§ C] [l Z Wi

Hnmdedtbom-nltneetmgmdukedfou
place ob the agends, awhich was readily granted.
Nealoon was there. Evans was there, Ed Green was
Aghere. WWhen my time came to speak, 1 said: —
‘W Comrades, for the past two years I've worked
daily with most of you. Despite this, I have for
mml‘oundmy'dfmnd:ﬁcultpoumnmthe
Uhchldonotuntomtem.nwu!dmeno
purpose. But I tell you honestly that I think I've
found a wolution of my difficulty. X am proposing
here tonight that my membership be dropped from
tbe party rolls. No ideclogical differences impel me
to may this. T simply do not wish to be bound any
Jonger by the party’s decisions. I should like to re-
tain mymanban!upmlhooeorgamnuommwhnch
(] | 1 1 Lhé

pny.pmgrmmlho-eugmmuom 1 hope that
sxy word« will be accepted in the gpirit in which they
mmd Porhaps sometime in the future I can meet
-nndtdkwﬂhtheladmoftheputyutowbnt
tasks I can best perform.”™ - -
1 5 eut down amid a profound cilmoe. 'l‘hc Negro

wwocretary of the meeting looked frightened, g’lmcmg
itﬂuhon Evtm,andEdG!m

UKL LN

I’ll resign.” .
*“You can't remgn."lhey told me.
4 What do you mean?” I demanded.
™ No one can resign from the Communist Party.”
I looked at them and laughed.
“*You're talking crazy,” I said. 3
% Nealson would expel you publicly, cut the

_;,ground from under your fect if you resigned,” they ¢

eid. *People

would think that something was ‘,

. wmng if someone like you quu here on the South
Side.”
I was angry. Was the party so weak and uncer- 3

-4ain of itself that it could not accept what I had said 4

at the unit meeting? ‘Who thought up such tactics?
Then, suddenly, 1 understood. These were the se-

".gret, underground tactics of the political movement

of the Communists under the tsars of Old Russia! ;
“The Communis myfell that it had to assassinate *

‘me morzlly merely becavse I did not want 1o be 3

. .bound by its decisions. I saw now that my com- J

_rades weare acting out e fantasy that bad no relation 3
whatever to the reality of their environment. &
“#Tell Nealson that if he fights me, then, by God, 3
T'll fight him,” I said. “If he leaves this damn thing 3
where it is, then all right. If he thinks I won't ﬁght 3
“him publicly, he's crazy!”




mintbmduofwnun;nmvdmdhm
'IMMitbhbuhuthomof‘mna

) j-;'t@nn write. J dou’t want to ssk for special favors, but
' A'm in the midst of a book which I hope to complete

*Ld boen l'ound hmonmﬂy to 58 the on’y' lnelm",
"-4of achieving discipline. In short, Neslson had asked §

“igne directly if ] were 3 Oommunist or mot. I AN
_ .mtdhblﬁanmun-t.htmyhndﬁm
.. esunist, Imted tuhpopnplululmp. awaken

’*ntfenwthuumrthvhlahsmtdoubtful“
sperson. ‘Now, T'm in that eategory. Yet I think I

y i '1 IH 1 By v bITELF ’
tould onlyhawmoﬂed. : :.
“I’llorgnmnmeoommnmaadtnmnomto g

' ‘someone olae,” 1 suggested. e,
- *“You don't want to do this, do you?™ he asked. 2

__ n six months or so. Iatmaoonvmoamymlfthat 'm

with you all the way.” - .
XD "#Mhmmghbi-ehwand wavmg
. MR ¥ & m et 1D 1

hlm-_.'{louwzottogettothem-uof

i LEYOUR LD DI

Yan‘u wocn: _-onie of;:y -ork,"‘gl mid. "Jm t

" *No,” ] enid fimly.
'Whntwuldyouhkcwdoontbeﬂouth&de 3
‘then?” . v
"I’d EkeboqmmNecro artmtn."lmd

!’ﬁmhomgtbat behd nomtanuonoﬂuung

iﬂesolfwlhldommnodthooommtm 1 wanted
tell him that I was through, but I was not ready ¥
ﬁo@gmﬂtmmahﬂd Imtout.augrymth i

: 'ﬂ‘m.ﬁmca?” ok q% Imng
b :m P'“‘Ueln‘tglul "“hm&dmsl?'-he
. "Maybol dou't bekong in the perty™d saiod it

.4
f S '.\m...

_inyeelf, angry with him, sngry with the party. Well,
“Z4 had not broken the decision, but awither had 1 J
'»mapteditnhoﬂy A bad dodged, trying to save §

4*‘, SR L ey

f!\‘g%»—-_" = ,.r‘ ET

m:;forwntmg mnewthmk. e

" $4#10h, 2ol Don't-ymt.mma.'.sm W . i

w st me. T Xou're blunt.” 7 g

Jwthmwemlfed:bem ‘Imd "l
%ttoltutmnghtnthyou.‘rwhdtoodmn e

udnm.:ylmublemtlmpa.rty L
+4#e laughed and lit & cigarette. . :. -
s, % DIck, " dhe swid, shaking his head, "'Jhe tmuble
_ mthyouisthtyouvebeenmundmthtbom

mulk!ike un.f!'ouvegotloknowyourown

mle S

: ‘Tﬁthmklhowtbem"lmd.mdmngthntl
0}d pover really talk with him." *I've been inside

'*ktebouuofthemght,ukmgplnmdmns. ..
.o lending myself genonally along with other Com- E

. “munists in leading the poople of the South Side. We
debeted the lmusmg ntuauon. the best means of y

i v'll'l LI

Jdluons nmong Negroas. I gmtad my teet.h as l:he
" ideily vn!ueo!'porkd:opum ubuhtad,lnn;m; to 3

be at bome with my writing. :
"~ “Nealson was cleverer than Land hemfrontod me §

‘three !’ourﬂnof t.beNegroes bommon theSouth
ide.” .-
‘T""But you Yo got 1o work mth em," he sid.

mewkmgwthﬂoasuntillwususpected I

“before I had s chance to confront him, I was gum-
- moned one night to meet Nealson and & *friend.”

* “%hen I arrived at & South Side botel I was intro- 73§

duced toa lbort. gallow man who eo.rned lmme!f

o "":Dmli." I:e tpoke |enously now, “the party has

qdemded that you are to accept this task.” |
. »d was silent. I knew the meaning of what he had

"

..

pumeduthoughhewaremgagedmporpetud

. 4bought. He swaggered when he walked. He spoke -f
. “alowly, precisely, trying to charge each of his words 1

" with more meaning than the words were able to 3

ENE *’M d. .Adfat:xnonwm;t!mhlzh'"t"U““"’“"""umt

{_ aCommunist could receive from his party, and to
" ““break a decision was to break the effectiveness of
‘#the party'l ability to act. #n principle I heamly
greed Imh this, for 1 I:new thnt at was unpomble

Uul @wer unul thev had ach:eved umty of ,

_~*pmction. Oppneuod for conturics, divided, hopeloss,
- Sigorrupted, misled, they were cynical —as 1 bad

‘oarry. He talked of trivial things in lofty tones. He }
.said that his name was Smith, that be was from %
“*WWashington, that be planned to launch a national

rgnmnuon unong Negroes to fedenlue lﬂ nnst»'

ofac.:on Thethreoofunnutnuhle.hungone'-
- another, I knew that another and last offer was
_-about to be made to me, and if 1 did mtacupt!h 3
thmwouldbeOpennrﬁre. O T

once boen “mwand the Communist method of unity




mmtmomhowlfmymmtmami
‘%Nuhon There was oo public outcry against me, -
8 in the ranks of the party iteelf & storm broke

wmdhvothomwudnpon. Imonn-.
" winoed that we had a rare chanoe o build a geauine 3

. Negro theater. 1 oonvoked & meeting and introduced |
" DeSheim to the Negro company, telling them that %

Hymuduhdtm-nmlvmysmy
fnend- they, God knows, had known my sching
" gpoverty. But theyha.dmu-been able to conquer
theu' fm of(.behdiwdml way in which I ncted

'35 . ;.azo my bonen

. ~11

‘lae was & man who knew the theater, who would lead §
them towsrd serious dramatics. DeSheim made a .3
spooch wherein be said that he was pot at the
thontertoduucut.buttoholptleqroeumdm 4

He spoke 50 5imolv and sloguently th
-and applauded him. : :
1 thon proudly passed out copies of Paul Groen: i

. _”IﬂmbﬁanSntolﬂmhuaofthewm- :

i “ﬂ was trunsferred by the reliel authorities from the
. . -1Bouth Side Boys’ Club to the Federa! Negro Theater
. 3®0 work as & publicity agent. Thero were days when
‘?im aeutely hungryl’orthomcunm unly-u- that
mdtbpuuy’-nnuh!gnmofchmumd
E. Federal Negro Theater, for which 1 was doing

' l‘)licity.hdmnlnrinofordiuryphyu,n‘llof .

mx._lﬁhmd reading parts. Ieat down §
%o enjoy adult Negro dramatics. But something 3
“went wrong. The Negroee stammered and faltered

jn their lines. Finally they stopped reading al- }

togethar DeSheim fooked frightonsd. One of the :

-7 O REUOH DN

ey, DoSholm."hobum.“wethmkthnphyu' :

- indocent. We don’t want to act in & play liks this 3
- before the American public. I don't think any such
eonditions exist in the South. I lived in the South 1}

"ii%fangle soenes, spirituals, and all. For example, the
ﬂ-hnny white woman who directed it, an elderdy .
‘j_"%__,;[ type. \mnld hke s p]ny whnla dnno—
Age-, nnd recast :t in t.snm ofSouthern Negm hl’e
" with overtones of African backgrounds. Contem-
o cporary plays dealing realistically with Negro life
"iimwere spurned as being controversial. There were

_and I never saw any chain gangs. Mr. DeSheim.wo 3

“want & play that will make the public love us.” . {
*What kind of play do ,ou mt?" DeSheim ?
!.lkﬂd tbﬂn : v

looked up the!r teoords and found that mout of them E
“had spent their lives playing cheap vaudeville. 1 had
thought that they played vaudeville because ths 3
_Jegitimate theater was barred to them, and now jt {

. mbout forty Negro actors and actreeses in the thea-

:#er, Jolling about, yearning, disgruntled.
“What a waste of talent, ] thought. Here was an
portumty for the pmducuon of a wonh-wiule

” 'Me ntunuon, then lmd the snatter before whne

Inends of mine who held influential positions in the .

' ““‘“‘“Worh Progress Administration. I asked them to
"weplace the white woman —including her quaint

turned out they wanted none of the legitimate the. 3
-ater, that they wore scared spitless at the prospects 3§
of appoaring in a play that the public might not like, 3
even thougb tboy did pot understand that pubhc ;

l felt — bul on]y t.am;)omlly —_ that perhaps tho
-whites were right, that Negroes were children and ,
would never grow up. DeSheim informed the com-
_pany that he would produce any play they liked,

.. - ~mesthelic motions — with eoroeone who knew the

" "*Negro and the theater. They promised me that they
“would act. |-

ﬂnhm a month ﬂle wlnle woman du-eclor had

1.!:0 Imp and were houned ins ﬁrst-rate thenler
" . 1 succcesfully yecommended Charles DeSheim, a

7" alented Jew, as director. DeSheim and 1 beld long

| .. talks during which I outlined what I thought could

and thoy sat like {rightened mice, possessing no 3

words 1o make known their vague desircs. g
When I arrived at the theater a few mornings |

lnler. ! was homﬁed to ﬁnd thnt the company had 4

'jDﬁheun lmuledtongnthepeuuonnndl
-weluscd. ®

“*“Don’t you know your friends?™ I asked tham.
They glared at me. I called DeSheim to the the-

- be apcomplished. I wurged that our first offefing
... abould be a bill of three one-act plays, including Paul
reen's Hymn to the Rising Sun, & grim, poetical,
werful ons-acter dealing with chain-gang condi-

aler and we wont into a Irantic eonfermoe

“What must T do?™ he asked. :

“Take them iato your oonﬁdenoo.".[ said. Slet,
them know that it is their right (o petition for &

- - - 1 1]
-wedress of their griovances
T e o . - :




thought h‘:dt;:d.ue;f- %M-ﬁdwlhtlmghtlumthat
ly.hmﬂedﬁemy them that cjhappened 1o “enemies of the working class.” :
:n‘yhdtt'ht bgdlﬁonu:hsthmﬂthcy “As they talked, my old Jove of witnessing some. |,
mntedto.hchM mwismderstand. “#ghing new came over me. ‘I wanted to see this trial, |
hm;.ooﬂdy m{a&l 5. bat ¥ did not mt o mk bemg placod on tna.l

ﬁﬂiu - ompell, 7

"

" mon’s du.rgel. lf I dmwed up nt tlns tnnl nt would . :

Jut ater!” s | woem that I am.”
‘u-l - Sl At *No, it won't. Pleasc come.” 3
whmuddmﬂonoﬂqqmmume " *"All right. But, listen. If I'm tricked, I'll fight. ;
bqyﬁeemdwkutﬂurpoeketkmmmd "Mou hear? 1 don’t trust Nealson. I'm not a politi-
flashed them In my face. .1 v . & . ¢gian and I cannot anticipate all the funny moves of ;
m“guﬁeudlhjobbdmmwtm “amwholpmdshuwlhnghoumplottmg ;
w.d M-ld A : i m-uulmkphoelhatfonowmg&mdny af-
WMWcmumtom _,#Ibm‘hemngm ltthedoors,downtbe '
uhphwmh-m '; -street, and along the hallways. When I appeared, I 3
ﬁﬂhmu—hrhmbﬁsmmdlm ~wras ushered in quickly. 4 was tense. It wes a rule 1
'immm“Wthndludmt our “that once yo bad entered a meeting of this kind you
m *»'e: Ny ¥ SR ‘i'oould not leave until the meeting was over; it was |
M wes mﬂmﬁhawhwmmthutn- = "etndthal,oumlghtgotomepohcemddenounce ;

aim-tphﬁdtyqutudlm!wdw “¥them all. s
hepnyidm»-;d!‘.u.buw.townwtban ' iﬂn-.lhemned,ntl!onettnublemﬁlefmnt '

aulmldmtuupefeelmgthntheenjoyod thls 4

a‘lorhsm.thumpa‘hnpltbhghhghtofm other«- F

Wbluk existence.

% ; A N : ~+ " .dn trying to grasp why Communms hated mteL
O)mm a poup ot Ne;ro(‘-nmmunm e-lled “Jectuals, my mind was led back sgain to the acoounts
st ey home and asked to speak to me in strict so- i had vead of the Russian Revolution. There had |
mﬂmiﬁmhbmymmndbcked the -existed in Old Russia millions of poor, ignorant peo- §
i «: Ceo g plewhomexploued by s few educated, arrogant 3

mmutmdsm&nduy ? e : Communntlloluocute hetnynl with intellectual- ;
MWhy?"d asked. "F'm noiongerlmembu » " _jam. But there existed in the Westorn world an ele- §
m-allr'ht.m“ntmtobamt. sment that bafled and frightened the Communist
theyonid . 7o e L .- Party: the sprevalence of self-achieved literacy.
WLommunists don'tquktomon lheltreet, l . -Fven s Negro, entrapped by ignorance and explontn- :
said. gﬂw,vhydommtmeutumeeung?" *sgion, — a8 I bad been, — eould, if be had the will
Peyhdged.ﬂ‘lwydsdnotmttoidlme " -und the love for it, learn to read and to understand °
;‘H,ouun‘udlm!hmlmtmme,”dmd “the world in which he lived. And it was these people 2
They ayhis; nd finally - -that the Commumnts could pot understand.

deadedtouhmhw the:roonﬁdmce L v
#Dick, Bo--gom‘tohtned”iheym rﬁ'hetmlbeganmsqmat, mformal manner. The
“Forwhat?” . @ Iila0 ot .. .. #comrades acted like a group of aeighbors sitting in |
They wecited & dong lilt of pohua.l oﬁ'enm ol' §udgment upon one of their kind who had stolen & 7

which they alleged that be was guilty. . .- Mcken sAnybody wotild ask and get the fcor.
4“But what has that got to do with me?” .- “There was absolute freedom of speech. Yet the
WUf you come, you'l find out,” dthey said. E7. -Qmeetmg had an smazingly formal structure of its

f‘nmtl.htnlve. i waid, ﬂmmcwm wmcmthtmtudeeputhedureof.-
W ere they 4rying 80 Jure me to a trial and mmtohvemgetber

e:pdne? *.This gria] might turn out 40 be minc.” . Ammbrrofthe(hnudcunmtteeof&e(‘om-a
Wil bey swore that they had no intention of placing qlmuut Party soes and gave & description of the -

meoutml.thxdnrﬂyauelymudmto mrld -tuu.uon. He q:okemtboutqnonon and .

f'




‘ mﬂm M'“‘"’“
uotuna. ﬂﬂl
es Wmitten |

i mm%g@h'&ﬂs“lh

&oop on his Soot. Wilis Porsonality, his sonse ¥
maclf, had boen oblitersted. Jet he pould sot have
us 30 humbled unless he bad shared and acospt

ferhp- vmnthuthdanﬁedhm.“tbemviol

> enganizatio qmmm.nm-m the Commuiat ~gghat bound ms all together. °

5
"”E _"«- ‘n-*ﬂ’ L

.y, Possoased 0 detailed @ knowledge of bow =’*mmndu."b-=dm-‘°'w_

ke :iﬂhhmdmm
mglamihﬂm 2EE,

C.5
guhha—ul the role of the Soviet X

. 7liChicagy's South Bide, s Negro popalation, their
i b oring gnd handicaps, Bnking all that alw 1o the 4
described the tasks 6f the Communist Party of

he Scath Side. 1t last, the world, the mational, and

. 'dth"nuwwu-hﬁntﬁoywﬁmthn

hed thoy witnossed this '
3 1 had a0t besn doped; e had boen awak-}
od. Mt wras not & fear of the Communist Party tha |
d mdohimcnnfc-.ht & foar of ghe ponishinent”
- bmldmddhmdfﬂntmdehmhﬂof

" wrongdoings. Whe Communists had talked to

n antil they had given him now syes with which to

»6 his own erime. And then thoy sat back and kis-"

dwhmtdlhowhhdmad.ﬁewmmth ]
the membors there, Yegardless of race or color;

e local pictures bad been fused into one over- thtmthnlndthrhmmhm uul_
halming dnmad’mnlumgloin which every- thm&atmtoofkmﬁipﬁthothn

“%his presenta- -

d participating.
ion hdh-todlormdnnthubmbmithsd 5

athroned & mew sense of reality in the hearts of -
. x_:ruent.cmd‘monmth.ﬂ'ththo

of the church and its myths and legends, * ¥

t degreo of oneness, or when a trial has madehim |

in after be has been sundered from them by wrong-

“then he must riss and say, out of & sense

' tbdupedmnhty‘hthomﬂd ‘;;'mgumy ;

. .@r - :3,-1 Ta

. wras Bo apency in the world so capable of bk mumwumdeofdorrmd"

&?.nmde.notbythohdmdtbepuy.but by

mtmgmied ﬂseurthpndthpaopleuponn ﬂmume:thdmdunnodme,mumﬂmd .

ignorant, T folt that ft was a spectadie of horror. 38
o Slindnees of their dimited lives —Tives trun-
tadmdnnpovandmdbythoqppmmthoyhd

5 Ross"s friends, those sho Jmew him best! Jt was wuadbogwmtbeyhdwhrd of Com-38

|1 % Jiderushing. Ross wilted. ‘His emotions eould not with- ;.
; Mtﬁewughtﬂ'lhomordm No onewas enemies. American lifo had s0 eorrupted their son-
. . - jnmuvmg’h[muonuumhm.‘fh

‘ gnvaittﬂlmgly-uun‘dntu,eonmm

%lnckm- ol‘llo-smngdomx 3
B ,awmmdwmuonwou!dhntonowul.

':‘hmommtmforno-todd'end “himself, -

unism -—made them think that I was with their
that they were unable to recognise their
when they saw them. ' know that if they had 28
state powor I should have been declared guilt,

1 knew that they felt, with'sl} the strength ST

\Mbeenloldthtbhdpmngd_l’or tnendshto -”hurblwkumdnm.thtﬂnym:lcht.
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Uoﬂ:ln‘."hemd.hughhu e | dnnkl:nder-
whatohppemngbare I'mmt;omgtoiot '
Asthern drive you of this job.”
i _'j_ﬁ!ﬁlnhdhmmdmtoptothedoor ‘Somo-
hhmdlhdmnundodnght lt,umad 3
""‘"l"_bb'f"lmlod "Whntdorou mmn?" ;

q.L}.’:’%‘You wooan to suy that you don’t know?” he

m?“.l «q.lhd
ﬂoﬂn&hﬂﬂdﬁu mmm M “'Knawwlnt? thtureyouhlhngabout?" E
forward. ¥he somrade who ""-Whydidyouluvethel"edenlNegroTbmtor?” _
+*%] had troublo there. Mdmvomoﬂ'tha;oh, 3
 Negroes did.” 3
‘.f “#4nd you don't think thnttheylnd u\yon- i
] F t?* be asked me ironically. :
i Q’utmmmdudly I gaped at him.
wid tnyeell that T wust learn to stand ""Younudntfeuﬁere he said. “¥ou work.
ﬂﬂym by $heir rejection Pntz. E :
ot-iﬁltlm to'spand my days bleating about "Iulmdtobdmtht."lmumurod ‘ -".,,"
‘h!mw'htlhddmdy '*ﬁ-rmm"u-m I
i saved me from that - . *But the worst was yet to come. Onedlyatnoon_'
u%‘_ll-*lltlndmd to my- "51 closed my desk and went down in the elevator.
e wwmmﬂw hhn!mdiedthaﬁrltloorofthehlﬂdmg.luw‘
k: P ‘zahps&uinommgtomdfmmthomu Many

‘wk the men sand women carrying placards were old

m\‘hdm &nd they were chanting for higher 3
53 2% 157 e gen for Works Progress Administration ertistsand |
21 Whoater T was ‘Purriters. Jt was not the kind of picket line that one
Wb&mﬂwmw *umtnppuadbmmdnlmrtedamyf
uud’m mem *umthedoorlhrdmynmenboumd — -
Sany f the writers on the project were members of - “There's Wright, that goddamn Tmuky:te!”
Purty and they kept their revoiu- _'"“"‘Weknmryou,youm!" : :

by yows that restrained them from speaking to - “**Wright's & traitor!™ :
of the working olass " sut beside them in ,Worammmtltmedthatleeuedtohve.l

i ate mext $0 thoam in restacrants, and rode Mmmebedthntpomt'hualmwmddoud
wnﬂhhﬂommﬂth&n.buttby "ﬁnthobulymeetlofAmmasmnd-hrgmtuty
dlways looked straight ahead,'wordlossly. %tllnokmeumthmgdsohnd "
‘ MMQﬁom)ﬂhahmth.l SRR
wmﬁnuﬁngwdo—uy- and straight- ’**Dny- p‘-eﬂ. S § eonunued on my pb wbere 1]
ny!mhtophbnllhﬂiwltuﬂnemmmg “dfunctioned s the shop chairman of the union which §
ﬁemmﬁﬁommﬂhdmemtohu yhdwwmﬂm%hmydmwnusMp :
W Nen® ] »dwhairmen had beon bitterly opposed by the party. b
m:;ht."bo are m fnlndl on dnl ptoject?” din their efforts to nullify my influence in the union,

‘euhd. L e O ﬂyoldcomndelwerewﬂhngtohﬂtheunmnlmlf

h‘thﬂvi"v[mdmﬁ" R "",’ ".As May Day of 1936 approached, it was voted by

A ' . \,,;Mheumonmemhu:}up that we should march in the

/?EWM do you mean?™ v onRS A " qpublic procession. “On the morning of May Day I §
Sontpwp‘omuhn‘l'orpurmovﬂonthe " Aweceived printed instructions as to the time and place ]
gmund thtyonmhaompotent,"gﬁomd . iirhere our wnion eoatingsnt would assemble to join J
éﬂWbmﬂny? ek % e. At noon I hurried to the spot and found ;
onmedm&ﬂofmyuﬂrh’hmndem 'Yu, ““ghat the parade was already in progress. in vain I}
Mmtotht.‘mmtmngwukethe - agearched for the banners of my union local. Where

fwead out of my soouth, < - #ere they? 1 went up and down the streets, ukmg
mtdo,ouwponbﬂolboutﬂmreom- afor the location of my local.  *°
I asked, % s ' ' ""-Oh. tlnt local's gone fifteen minutes lgO \t
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.Negro told me. “If you're going to mrch. yﬁU’d
better fall in somewhere.”

Mntmmgwdwimn Y coudd
2ot quite believe what had happened, ew:nt.bo ik

o

xR T e e g
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I thanked him and walked through the milling
crowds. Suddenly I heard my name called. J turned.
To my left was the Communist Party's South Side
sec*ion, lined up and ready to march.

“Come here!™ an old party friend called to me.

1 walked over to him.

“Aren’t you marching today 1" he asked me.

*I missed my union local,” I told him.

“What the hell,” he said. “March with us.”

my hands were smarting and bleeding. 1 had
suffered & public, physical assault by two white,
Communists with black Communistz looking on. I

oould not move from the spot. I was empty ofnny‘

idea about what to do. But I did not fec bclhgerent..
I had outgrown my childhood. 1
Suddenly, the vast ranks of the Communist P
began to move. Scarlet banners with the bam
and sickle emblem of world revolution were lifted,

“I don’t know,” [ said, remembhering my last visit
to the headquarters of the party, and my status as
an “enemy.”

“This is May Day,” he mid.
mh'l

“You know the trouble I've had,” 1 md

“That's nothing,” he said. “Everybody’s mamh—
hg May »

“I don't think I'd better,” I snid, shaking my

“Get into the

and they fluttered in the May breeze. Drums beat.

Voices were chanting. The tramp of many feet

shook the earth. A long line of set-faced men and
women, white and biack, Blowed past me.

I followed the- procession to the Loop and went

" into Grant Park Plaza and sat upon a bench. 1 was

not thinking; I could not think. But an objectivity

" of vision was being born within me. A surging sweep |
" of many odds and ends came together and formed an

bead. B
“Are you scared ?” he asked, *This is May Day.”
He caught my right arm and pulled me into line
beside him. Istood talking to him, asking him sbout
his work, about common friends.
*Get out of our ranks!” & woice barked.’ :
‘Y turned. A white Communist, » leader of the dis-
trict of the Commnaunist Party, Cy Perry, & slender,
close-cropped fellow stood glmng at me.

“‘l’ ‘n " 3
LD INATICH 1g.

"Gel out!” he lhouled.

*1 was invited here,” I paid.

I turned to the Negro Communist who had in-
vited me into the ranks. I did not want public vio-
Jence. I looked at my friend. He turned his eyes
sway. He was afraid. I did not know what to do.

*You asked me to march here,“ I md to him.

He did not answer, :

“I'm asking you for the last time to get out of
wour ranks!” Cy Perry shouted.

1did not move. I had intended to, but I was beset
by s0 many impulses that I could not act. Another
white Communist eame to assist Perry. Perry

- caught hold of my collar and pulled at me. I re

sisted. They beld me fast. I struggled to free myself.
“Turn me loose!” J gaid.

- 10 live at all,

“attitude, a perspective. *They're blind,” I'said to
«nywelf. *Their enemies have blinded them with too
wmuch oppmn"{ht:ugamuudlhurdl
song floating out over the sunlit air; —

“*Arise you pris'ners ‘of starvation!”

"1 remembered the stories I bad written, t}zesto-
ries in which I had assigned a role of honor and glory }
to the Communist Party, and I was gind that they

i

el e Uown hli K Aard ll XN

knew in my heart that I should never beuble to write
that way again, should never be able to feel with
that simplc sharpness about life, should never again |
express such passionate hope, should never again
make 80 total a commitment of faith.

“A bdlcrwoﬂdsmbtrlh ‘
Tbe pmmon still passed. Banners still ﬂoated.‘

I beaded townrd homc :]one. really alone now,
telling myself that in ali the sprawling immensity
of our mighty continent the least-known factor of
living was the human heart, the least-sought goal of
being was a way to live & human life. Perhaps, I
thought, out of my tortured feelings I could fling = §
spark into this darkness. T would try, not because |
¥ wanted to but because I felt that 1 had toif 1 wcre

Hands lifted me bodily from the sidewalk; I felt
myvwelf being pitched headlong through the air. [
saved myself from lending on my head by clutching

a curbstone with my hands. «flowly I rose and .
- stood. Perry and his assistant were glaring at me.
. 'The rows of white and black Communiste were Jook-

"I would hur! words into this darkness nnd mt '
for an echo; and if an echo sounded, no matter how
faintly, I would send other words to tell, to march, ]
to fight, to create a sense of the lumger for Life
that gnaws in us all, to keep alive in our hearts &

-gense of the me.xprembly human. 4
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ce Memworandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Director, FBI ' DATE: Pebruary 26, 1945
‘{ reomh ¢F- sac, New York civy :
I SUBJECT: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT

SECURITY MATTER C b-'a

(Bureau file 100=1574£4 ) |

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent

w made at New York City on September 5, 1944 entitled RICHARD

RUTSAN JEL WRIGHT ; INTFRNAL SECURITY C. This;report sets ocut s lead for the

- New York Fisld Division, "After careful conféideration interview the subject
- WRICHT corcerning his association with thy’ Communist Party."

. After wvery careful consideratiop”it is felt inadvisable to

iy interview WRIGHT particularly as thelssis gf his bresk with the Communist Party,
_‘7; as appears from his recent articles in the/Atlantic Monthly Magazine, is the
CAN _Lm_g%r\.i_sl_l_’gt_‘_tﬂ&f_@ilure to be sufficiently radical and militant with respect _
B to the advancement of the Regro. These articies also Indicate a complete

o7 dfsepproval by WRIGHT of the American way of life,
—— Also considered in arriving at the decision not to interview

WRIGHT are the facts that he has been classified 4~F dus to severe psycho-neurosis
and his contacts with his Local Selsctive Service Board have reflected his
interest in the problem of the Negro to be almost an obsession,

- In visw of the subject’s public break with the Commurd st Party,
: he 1s no longer being carried as & Key Figure by the New York Fleld Division,
however; & Security Index Card on him is being malntained by the New York Office

due to his militant attitude taw\a_rd/lh_g)egro problem, ‘
e e ™

V( The only infopfiation secured by this office concerning WRIGHT
at has not already been |[féported is that he was listed as a member of the
———  _—National Committee of the/International Leabor Defense in a pemphlet entitled,
#®Egual Justice and Democrcy in the Service of Victory," published by ths
International Labor Defense in September 1944 WRIGHT'S residence address has
“been verified as Apt. C~23, 89 Lefferts Place, Brooklyn, New York, as of

February 15, 1945.

This investigation is being placed in a closed status by the
New York Fisld Division, In the event further investigation becomes necessary, -
it will be reported under & Security Matter C character,

ATl sasmn . . -
-n"p FEL-E lfF”f?ﬁgAI’ QN CONTA!NED #®RCORDED /f-—’ -/5 /?':é f/ - / g
DYy fZ{‘;D;I -‘;"-“{J.’FIE{J INNEXED, '1:-‘ 1-‘2@{ [}
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' tions which corrode the Ne-

New Times

N BLACK BOY, I.Schl.rg Wright has writ-

ten 3 furioos u(m,vinc story of ihe
impact of the Jimcrow system vpon human
beings in the deep South. The result & &
picture which: challenges America.

There may be exaggerations o the book.
Many of the Incldents may
be highly SOctional, and
mever really happened o
Wright. But wha! difference
does thal make if ther hap-
pened to some other young
Negro. The polnt is that

any Negro and the eond)-

f§rc family must be elimi-
patty!, For they victimize
not ooly the Negro citizen; they suffocate the
pooy whites to 3 more or less degree, and
retard the development of the whole South.

It does no good to yun away frowm this
exsentin} !Lgn;ﬁcnn.u of the book far the
purpose of grappljng with the secondary ss-
pects, some of which are contained in the
book, and others of which surround the
suthor's views and his writing of the book.
It is of supreme importance that this mein
picture of the life and death of the Negro
ander the reign of white supremacy should
hit America with full force, For it concerns
America. Any attemp! to bypass this over-all
picture will Jessen its force and thereby lead
to an underestimation of its starkness and
blunt the sharp need for correctives. When
this main pleture 1 changed in fts principal
ouilines, the derivative secondary aspects will
disappear. But until it does, naturally there
are going to be ail kinds of corfugion, hld!y

by Benjomin J. Daws, dr.

focused perspectives, and lmsludl.nc ambigul-
tiez and eonclusions—many #f which mar
Black Boy.
L 3 - -
book iz intensely subjeciive. In fact,
it is lmited by its subjectiveness. But
people are not born subjective, and it i clear
thst & young Negro who has to run the
muntiet of every type of oppression—just
short of lyniching—has subjectiveness forced
into his marrow. This heavy pressure pushes
him to view the world in which he lives
entirely through glasses colored by hiz own
personal suffering from national oppression,
which suffering in one form or ancother he
meets every day. Those who somplain of
that intehse gubjectivity are forever stopped
from dolng so, unless they realize whst
brought #t about, and also help to eradicate
the disessed soll from which it grows.
It i toportant, however, that ‘this sul-

* jectiveness be overcome. It can be done and

42 being done gince there are new trends and
factors which make the overcoming possible.
It iz also necessary to overcome it, lest one
fall into the trap of frustration and defeat-
imm which the white supremacy forces have
set. Black Boy says some wholly unacceptabie
things about the Negro's capecity for genuine
emotion. Here the author's subjectivity hax
overcame reality, For the truly remarkable
achievement of the Negro is that be has
made such singular contributlons to Americs
—culturally and musically and in all other
fields—despite the system of national oppres-
sdon which tends to thwart his every effort.
The polnt ls: Wil Wright himshil{ be abie
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Offﬁllack Boy

to overcame this Mmitation of mbject:l;i:)
fmposed upon him in order that he may™sec
clearly, and participate with, the forces which
would destroy the myth of white supremac:.
Inasmuck as Wright has attained MHtersr
prominence, and some circles have thrust upor.
him the mantie of spokesman for his peoplc
helbonlumustmmu!nnclu:hend.
-

'I‘Hmt s no doubt. that Wricht wields a

brilhant and stormy pen. Few story telle::
are his equel But is th!s sulm:ient. wher.
there are brilliant writers on both sides of
the barricades It I vitally important tha:
the ariist who reflects and the artist who see:
Tthe way out should be one and the same
person. For both these factors exist in the
objective real world, outside one's pelf, Jim-
crow is here, yet Jimcrow is also being driven
defested from the sceme. Life 1= pot static
Ooe has to see both §o be realistic, and to
shape the future.

Wright does Dot see the positive, construc-
tive side, and therefore the mirror of his per
doez not give a complete picture, He omitr
the biggest new thing which it happening ir
the world today—the main progressive cur-
rents from which even the Bouth i no
immune. Apparently he is lsolated from thecr
developments—and far removed from the pec-
ple. Buch isclationism ean lesd to stagnation
—to form without content. It is pretty oo™
cult to see what happened in 1915 #f one'y
isclated from 1945. While Wright is, of course
not responsible for Biack Boy conditions, hi-
is, however, responsible for his own asdontar:
act of withdrawal from the t wbkh are

among the leaders of the ;Er. ERATS
world. Heunbhme

munx@m jf’f' ”-/r // xf This is a clipping from:
f W1 OR
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RIC'HARD WRIGHT is s Lo

the suthor of one of the MOSL Wige[y read
and hotiy debated novels of recent years,

) "™Native Bon,” an acknowledged leader of his race.

But the way was long and the road was rocky.
Not very, mepy yeart ago he wae just “a black
boy in Miseisaippi,” which means few men in
the world have Begun life under a burden of
graver handicaps or
faced more gifficult
obstacles. That he has
gone 80 far, sccom-
plished aoc much, en-
titles Mr. Wright to
an honored rank
amoeng that tradition-
ally American select
group, the “pelf-made
men.” His success
story does him great
credil. The troubles
he knew in his child-
hood and youth were
terrible, the wounds
he received deep. He
carries indelible scars
and atill burns with
bitter fury. The life
he knew asz a child i
not over. It has not changed. Hundreds of thou-
sands of other little black boys are enduring it
today. Buch a life i5 usually completely outside
the comprehension of white Americans, elther
Bouthern or Northern. But th who care to
can now share ft, in Mr. Wr-igthk Boy:
A Record of Childhood snd Yoeuth.”* .

This is & story from America's own lower
depths. No nostalgic memories of childhood are
these, no sentimental yearnings for innocent
years when the hills were soc much higher. Mr.
Wright's childhood waa an obacene and monstrous
nightmare, a malign inferno that might well
haye destroyed him utterly. He survived, but
not unscathed. “Black Boy” is not the work
of an objective artist or of an open mind. It
could not have been. The neuroses, the over-
emphasis, the lack of balance and the emotion
recollected in turmoll are the bitter fruit of an
old injustice.

Showsg Harsh Dramatic Power

Mr. Wright (n this explosive autobiography
does not suggest sany ocomstructive means for
improving the lot of the Kegro In this country.
Like Lillian Bmith, he can onty display sutfer-
ing and cruelty with harsh dramatic power, he

. can-only arouss anger and sympathy, If snough

such books are written, if enough millions of
people read them, maybe, some day, fn the full-
ness of time, there will be a greater understand-
ing and a more true democracy.

Richard Wright grew up in the slums of Mem-
———— ‘

SBLACK- BOY: d Record ef Childhood snd Youlh.
By Richard Wright. X pages. Rarper. 5280
e
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phis and in the rural slums «_ ... wions ana of
Mississippl nesr Jackson. His father desarted
his mothar, so the poverty he knew was double
the usual jot. The two dominant influences of
his childhood were hunger and fear, & gnawing
bunger that kept him weak and half-starved and
a fear that grew and multiplied and filled his
entire life. He feared his mother's anger, the
whippings of hiz uncles and sunts, the abuse of
other children, ghosts, white men with their in-
explicable and capricicus cruelties, fear itaelf,
Terror was his companion night and day, violence
the norm of ali experience. ¥Fou! language and
foul habits, ignorance and superstition, primitive
religious fanaticlsm surrounded him on all sides.
The proud, sensitive, intelligent child looked up
from below at a grotesque, outrageous world.
Some of the evils he knew were caused by
poverty and ignorance slone and would not have
been much different in Ireland or Iran. But
evenn ihese evils were iniensified by the shib-
boleth of color and many others were caused by
race alone. Mr. Wright's uncle was murdered
by & white man and n¢ one dared even to protest.
A boyhood acquaintance waa lynched. He learned
to be servile and obsequious, to say “sir” to
drunken and contemptible white men, to con-
ceal hiz thoughts and emotions beneath a mask
of humble good humor and deference. Not to
do #0, to forget the “air” or the “mister,” to
aspire to learn a skilled trade, to show resent-
ment of gneers, tondescension and abuse, was

to invits “trouble.” And troubls could mean death,

Author Disiorts Bleak Story

*Biack Boy” only takes Mr., Wright into his
iate teens when he escaped to Chicago. His ex-
periences there and in radical politics will doubt-
less be material for another book. It could con-
ceivably be an intellectually more interesting
book, onte more concerned with thought and jdeas.
But it could hardly be & more emotionally dread-
ful one. Part of the raw ghock of “Black Boy™
fs caused by Mr. Wright's exceasive determina-
tion to omit nothing, to emphasize mere filth.
Thisg springs from a lack of artistic discrimina-
tion and seiectivity. He has not added to thax
bleak tragedy of his story; he has only dis
it and confused it with such material

It is also obvious in reading “Black Boy,” and’
Mr. Wright admits it, that his s not a typical
story. He felt isolated from Negroes as well as
from whites; other Negroes resented their lot
but did not feel at all so acutely as he did, Per-
haps with the hindsight of the years in which
he hea brooded and with a natural literary in-
stinct o capitalize and dramatize his emotions
Mr. Wright has exaggerated his sufferings. It
would be only human if he had.

“Black Boy” has Httle gubtlety, little Mght and
shade, no restraint. It iz written in a continu-
ously strained and feverish manner. It is over-
written. But it is powerful, moving and horrity.
ing. It is certain to be extrasagesdly; praised
and roundly condemned. It will be widely resd.

a2 e e B

M'}"
+7

<&

,/""?,/’,/'/”:/,-_',‘

———

-:""""DTREcnRDED

vlv

v°©

ALL IMFARMATION CONTAINED

Covernment

This is = ~lipping from
paze 2/ of the
New York Times for
-
ERE oy o UNCLASSIFIED T4 Lorz=
1 oS N RPN 1 . . Clippel at the Seat of



STANDARD FORM WO, B4

~

Y. ' Office Memworandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT :
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E‘g TO : Directoar, FEI DATE: April 17, 19LS
Wit oW FROM . SAC, New York

R SUBJECT: RICHA™D NATFANIEL WRIGHT -

SECURITY MATTER - C
(Bureau File 100—157h§)4)

Reference is made to New York letter to the Bureau dated February 26,
1945 in the captioned matter wherein it was pointed out that in view of the
subject's public break with the Communist Party, he is no longer being carried
as a key figure by the New York Field Office, but that a Security Index card
on him was being maintained by this office., This statement was made in error
in view of the fact that although the Newm York Office recommended to the
Bureau by letter dated June 28, 15LlL that a Security Index Card be prepared on

the subject, no authorization wag actually received by the Bureau to prepare
such a card, ;

Therefore, no Security Ind2x card is being maintained in the New
York Office on the subject unless contrary advice is received from the Bureau,

- - qSo M :
ALL P MATIP CONTAINED &
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UGATC #-28~pP)BY



. i ST . T 7;:**-
SRE LA ti:.-‘f;dj(,

e
100-157L6L —/ -

Bﬁwwﬁl . BAC, New York May 7, 1945

Jonn Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Buresau of Investiigation

a® -
é.’ KIRARD FATHANIRL WRIGHT
SECURITY MATTEK - C

Reference is made to your letter ef April 17, 1945, in the above
eaptioned matter,

In view of the militant attitude of the subject toward the Negro
probles, as set forth in your letter of February 26, 19L5, it is believed that
i you should sutmit a recomaendation for the preparstion of a Security Index
- Card in this case.

!
e

You may eonsider this letter as the Buresu's approval of such a
recomnendation and you should place a Security Index Card in your files at
this time,
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If enough such hooks
are written, if enough
millions of people read
them, maybe, someday,
there will be 5 greater
understanding and a
more tzue democracy,”

—Orville Prescou.
N. Y. Times

; Bo | : ‘
1 8y mcuiiofwmcur '
Author

alive Som
. “A deeply disturbing document ‘
in race relatons. " Hoverd N
Mumford Jomer, Saturdsy Ry
view of Literature St . J{.“:F ;
t "Possibly the most tensationa] "

© confession of an Amecican boy.

€ver pul on paper.”—
Harry Hansen, N, Y. World.
Telegram

A Book-of.1he.Month (s .
Selection for March

. J At all booksiores $2.50
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. LTS e L e - / f, June ’oa 19h5
S I desire to scknowledge your letter of Jwne 22, 19LS, with enclo-
et sure. '
=3 You may be assured that the content of your communicatien has been
Ifi : very carefully noted and I want to thank you for your interest in communicating
T, with me,
Ll If in the future you should obtain information which you feel is

s of value to this Buresu, please fesl free to commnicate directly with the
SR Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division which is located at
900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, Califomia.

Sinoerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER @ . . '

DIRECTO®R

Federal Bureau of Investination
Hnited Btates Department of Justice
MWMashington, D, .

June 30, 1945

I desire to scknowledge your letter of fune 22, 1945, with enclo-

sure,
You may bs assured that the content of your rommunication has been

vary carefully noted and I want to thank you for your interest in communicating
with me,

If in the futurs you should obtain information which you feel is
of value to this Bureau, please feal free to commnicate directly with the
Special Agent in Charge of our lLos Angeles Field Division which is located at
900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13 s Califomia,

Sincerely yours,

J Edgar Hoover
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Fredreral Burran of Investigation
Hnited States Bepartment of Iustice

New York 7, New York
o
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o s = % Vay 18, 1945

Director, FBI
L BE: RICHARD NATNARIEL WR1 GH‘I‘
- - S8ECURITY MATTER -« C
- : Bureau File 100-157464

Dear Bir: Qfﬂ

The copy of the Security Index Card maintain L"’\at this 1
of fice relative to the ebove- -named individual has been ig
. . now captioned as follows:
: h '\\
' WRIGNT, RICPARD IATEARIEL HATIVE BORK COMURIST
L GhR o

e

Apertment C-23

89 Lefferts Flace Rane, Sud.4- 0¥

Brooklvn, Kew York éRes.} \ 2 {

free-lance writer ot resicence (Bus.)

REFER TO BUREAU IETTER LATED MAY 7, 1946 IN INSTANT CASE. NEV YORF. CARD
HAS EEL. 1%LE UF,

In accordance with Bureau irstructions, a white 5% x 8" card,
captioned as above, has been prepared and filed in the Confidential Becurity
Index Card File of this office. Appropriate disposition has been made
of the card previously maintained in the Card File, in accordance with
existing instructions. It is suggested that the original Becurity Index
Card maintained at the Seat of Government be revised in agraament with the

caption above set out.
iy - l_ Foﬁ. Very truly yours, /{) .
RN ) ¢
';*;_ HEP ""\{' !.:‘J ','/:{ TION CON PAf — ": /“ p fah. A A 7“1‘/ i

A
DATE NC1 100 HTAINE]D wavior
2 s ASSIF et nw‘n““ o
“ BY IED E. E. cor\no‘r . /‘V/j' .
, /1 special Agent in Ch#rga__,_. -
- _ e . ry -8 LI

_SHOULD NOT-BF—FILFD--BF--BHOULE BE PEITROYED™ ;



]
[}
~~
t=1%

Ir '-J: ‘ ‘
RECORDENIO0=-157464~19
q-? "
9 -
Jaly 5, 1945

Los Angeles, California

. -m-'-m acknowledge receipt of your letter dated Junse 18, 1945,

The material which you have submitted has been carefully reviewed

mdlunttotbmkyoufor:mlntonntmdmrtuyinwﬂtwt.othh
Burea:.,

In the eveat you receive additional information which you beld
to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to fesl fres to omnizt.o e
directly with the Special Agent in Charge of sur Los Angeles yield Division
which is located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California.

8inoerely yours,

John RBdgar ﬁomr
Director
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JOHN EDUAR HOOVER - (-
" DIRECTOR

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Hnited Btates Bepartment of Fustice
ashington, B. C.

July 6, l%W

‘ 0 9% b"U
:

, This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated June 18, 1945,
— with enclosure,

The material which you have subaitted has been carefully reviewed

and I want to thank you for your interest and courtesy in writing to this
= Bureaua,

o In the event you receive additional information which you believe

— ot to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate

- - directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles vield Division
which is located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California,

o — M INETHATIONCONTAINGD  stacerely yours, }
o Hf P ‘:CLAS . . c'la- W !,
Dl&u .'(L.,s/S/'ZS-f hn Edg /
I Jo ar Hoover -
£ iy " :Q;’ Director ?
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toxicants at the early age of 5ix.

There ian’t any question about
the undemocratic practices in
America. It doesn't matier it one
is & resident of the North or
Seuth, as Black Boy was. the flar-
ing discrepancies between the
ideals and the realities are suffi-
cient to floor the idealist and
shock the realist. But it is hard (o
imagine a life l:ke Blacn Boy's. It
seems that someone would have
come jntoe the picture to redeem
our faith in human-kind Perhaps
“Black Boy” is that character. In
the face of all the circumstances a
flicker of ambition kep! within
him. He even possessed the “for-

ichar righ! has little pride
in his own people for he says:
“Whenever 1 thought of the es-
sential bleakness of black life in
America, I knew that Negroes had
never been sllowed {0 catch the
full spint of Western civilization,
that they Lved somehow in it but
not of it And when I brooded
upon the cuiturz! barrenness of
black life 1 wondered i! clean,
ositive tenderness, love, bhonor,
oyalty, and the capacity to re-
member were native with man. I
asked mysel! ! these human qual-
ities  were not fostered. won,
strugpled and suffered for, pre-
served in ritual {rom one genera-
tion to another.™
As I reflect about the human
qualities of Western civilization,
1 wonder about the “positive ten-
derness” of the whites. Could
there be much genuine {feeling
within the hearts of a people who
could stand by and permit condi-
tions such as exist in "Black Boy”
to prevail? What kind of people
are these who kep! others in slav-
ery, {reed them in mame only,
tried to make sure that they didn't
become enlighiened through edu-
cation, signed resirictive cove-
nanis 10 keep them living in the
slums, maintained the idea of
white supremacy” The only “gen-
uine passion” that ] ever saw ex-
hibited was the unleashed spirit
that moved the mobs to lynch.
How hollow are the memories
of white America that send Gold
Ster mothers over fo Europe to
visit the graves of their iailen
black gons in Jim-Crow trans.
ports! “¥Mow hollew are the mem-
ories of while America that main.
tain a2 Jim.-Grow army and navy
jn the geconas World War. Where
is this grand éynpassion o! West-
ern civi:iution‘.“\'l'hu “emotional
sirength,” this Wclean, posilive

e o~

that The People Say

tenderness, love, honor, lovalty,™ uttering '
leaves me groping in the darkpess. heel :
Negroes do feel deeply! Couid Leavin
they have given America folk mu- later, ]
sic otherwise? It is agreed that ment ir
our masses need education toward
Through education they will ar- twe be
rive. Bui I believe that the way cific, ¢
of life of the Negro, the humble own you
folk, with the white humble falic, in the
s the only redeeming facior in these I«
America. It's the humble soul that persecun
makes lLfe livable anywhere, It is whose o.
he who offers a helping hand in tor saw
the time of trouble; it 15 he who of the L
practices the golden rule; it is he In son
who doesn’t clamor for wealth and asshamed
position, (ihe shallow posses- bit sorry
s:ons) . , . In happy contrast to nois. * .
the materialists, the capitalisis, -
the exploiters, he makes a pretty Lauds |
picture. It is he, the meek soul, F F Lt
black and white. who will one day 70F .',
inherit the earth—Ruth Apilado, Iam,
Maywood, NI, page of r
' sue ot M
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, Ccory CCFY
Los angpeies, Celif,
June 18 = 45
Dear Sir:

Rlchurd vricht the nerro vho wrote black boy and lztive Son books
are doin~ no pood ¢nd a lot ol harm they zre causin- disunity and snoreading
race hotred and i you vec~le dont vant .merica tore up the same as
Ger:any you h:d better nut a ston to sutch neonle as thit poor old ass
of & Southern Ser:tor wit: iis bac: to ~frica move rent and sutch
eld fools zc that moor crzzy old Richord orirsht. Le colored neonle
are ;ood nutured zil we want is Jjustice & pood job with good pay for work
vell dcre.  mvery time ve turn around some one is complainine nagping
ccnietinl eritercising every thins we do. Hichard uright seem_ to be un-
hz7y ir anmeric: so we wich to God he vwould lewve and go some dlice else
for he ic geting on our nerves, I and all the other colored peonle know
that ninty nercent of the trash thii he puts in his books are lies, but
if vec-le in Ger.ary shouls ret 2 hold of Blaex bor I'z awfull afrzid Uncle
Sun's face 1s rvcins to be red for you czrt rule a German if you cant
rule america. and the lies th:t poor sick braned fool Richard ‘right out
in his booxs sure dourt do america arny good in the foreigner's eye sight.
se colored peonle want Richard Wright's books baned if he cant write a
story without tryin- to agitzte race trouble ve want him Lo pick himself
a new vocation, Just pet ¢ cony of his books and go through them. Ve
dont see why he isn't in the .iruy anyway. I1If he went to India or som
other place and saw how horrible those peonle live then he would see how
far advanced we are, After all we colared peonle are doing the best we
can if you would get a cony of the negro hand book for 1942 you would
see just how well we are doing. e are only a amall race of people.

“.e colored pecnle are very discouraged ard that is the reason sixty million
little bity Japanese can fight all most two billion people without a allie
and hole out so long. Because that Billion colored pecole are on the
point of giving up. After all this is not our war and if we win we loose
So 1 supnoce there is nothing to do but just say to hell with the hole

ploody mess, . b , 0
ac! !!y l!!s l! enough to

This is from that poor old fools book Bl
provoke the devil,
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Los Angeles Cal
July 1-i5

Dear Bir

%We are writing you people in hope you will be able to have
books like black boy and also Native Son by the Negro Richard Wright
baned as he 18 sprez'ing race hatred and causeing disunity. If you
will look through the mans books you will see how he ran! and rave like
a mad man, It is terrible and also he use to much filthy expressions
the wi.lte writers don't do that so why should he, 8o for the sake of
unity please have hie books baned, They are doing no good and a Jlot of

.
.

If the Negro suthor cant write a book without trying to stir .
up race hstred between the white and colored folks it will be bettesr
for then to not write at all,
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& asting Head, Criminal Division P
Join Bdgar Boover - Directar, Pedera) Bursau of Investigation

5 PUBLICATIONS OF RICHARD WRIGHY : .

) Eaclosed herewith for such consideration ss you ma doen
— i3 & co otaomucaummoivﬁbymhmtm
- # Los Angsles, California, The letter of
_ besn acknowladged by this Bureau, b?
ot = Assistaut Attornay Osnersl :
Herbert Weochslar
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER \
. .
- DIRECTOR - S

¥edreral Burran of Investigation

Hnited States Brpar ent of Justice

M {

I have received your letter of July 1, 1945, and appreciate your
interest in making the observations contained therein available to me,
In the svent you receive additional information which you believe to be
of interest to the Federal Buresu of Investigation please feel free to
communicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles
Field Division whose address is 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13,
California, telephone Madison 72L1,

N Sincerely yours,

- t .. Aeaven

John Edgar Hoover

\
Rt )
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m‘ kilu)m .t .
. July 11, 1945
| b7¢
Angelez, California
1 have recoived your lstter of July 1, 1345, and appreciate your
y interest in making the observations contained thersin avallable to me,
In tho event you reccive additional informstion which you dbelieve to be
of interest to the Pedsral Bureau of Investigation plsase fesl free to
coomunicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of eur Los Angeles
Field Division whose address is 900 Security Bullding, Los Angelss 13,
Cslifcrnia, teiephane Kadison 72Ll,
8incerely yours,
John Edgar Hoover
Director
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