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'V Imfest September 21, 1933.
; f/ & .
A MFMORANDUM FOR MR, NATHAR,

of the Delly Npws telephoned and

tated three members of thefPurple Ceng of (EXAXe)
letrolt ware arrested at the Shoreham Hotel this

orhing and that Federal agents were present end

1ided in ths arrest, and he desired to get further

Jetails on the mattar, He stated thet the arreatc

are mads at 1tl5 a.m, T advised thet I was quitc

‘artain that the Federsl agents were not our men,

-ut suggested that he wake inquiry of the Barcotie

Turesn and the Prohibition Unit.

Very truly yours,

Dirsctor.
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‘I_?"u-r_p:_lﬁer,"(%aﬁgsters"AMoujs'ved Down in Gang Ride

foos i

LAST “PUBLIC" APPEARANCE OF EDDIE FLETCHER .AN'D ABE AXLER. o

Arraigned as “public enemies,” Fletcher (left)”
and Axler are shown in courl Jusi a yenr ago.
They' were found slain early yesterday in the renr
of Axler's car in & lonely Oakinnd County rond,

and pobice today are without clues 1o fhe Lillers.
It was in (his last “public” appearnnce (hey pained |
the nppelintion of “eremles,” Axler ns No. 1. and |
Fleicher ax No. 2. (This is a Times picture.)
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re  Axler-

(uarters fer, questioning after
I p et

GANGSTERS, SLAIN TOGETHER, CAUGHT
{left) and !’letcher,
e Gang gunmen, are being taken to pollce

tive Mike F‘.Ianne:m is :ecompany-

diminutive

& public enemy ~

RECENT RAID

Ilng them, The gang pelr, slain en a “rlde"’ tn s
lona Oakland County road early yesterday, at this
time faced pollce together as they faced their
murderer’s yuterday.

(Thls is a Times ploture.)

¥

troit as “Abe Gold™
orderly person, dl!«char:i‘d j
superintendent. . -
Oct 31, 1976, am\tﬂ! in
trolt ax “Abe Goldy.ay & pOU

lntendent. VL

March 29, 1823, arrested I.n 5
troit as “Harry Lavine™ rohhe(f‘
armed, dlschnrged by
Intendent.

‘May 9, 1927, robbery nrmrd
charged by superintendent.

Aug. I8, 1927, robbery ar >
discharged by superintendent’

aweosoms news that Ahq
and Eddie Fletcher "were
bumped off" _electrified

s of Detroit’s- underwarld
small, black hours.
amae-first before dawn yesler-
18 a rumor wiich was scon
‘med via the grapevine of the
t world. The previous chlef
in the hoodlums® dellcatessen
juarters—“they stuck up Gol-
handbook and killed a guy”—
mmediately superseded.
er and Fletcher, Inseparable
and partners, pint-sized tough
and killers, were “biggles” of
‘ational underworld:
Detroit they had earned the
i3 reputalions of Public Ene-
Ne. 1 and 2, respectively.
- wers sawed-off Napoleons of
infamous Purple Gang and,
. its rize tg power in 1826 until
died with thelr shoes on, lead-
ietora In its eriminal history—
story vicious encugh to cause
sert Aabury, historian of Amer-

rrime to call it “the most ef-3.;

ntly organized gang.ol Huers
ne United Statea™ . :
CH IN COMMON

19" ~lwa, gunmen had much hl
mon.. Both Wel‘_‘eﬁ:l;ﬂtive sOns %

ro
‘m n taller than five feet, and

ssessed the aggressive urge

-e i guy” which v 50 often
-actatigtic of little men.

S had datk, furtive, be&dtf
« W th abpormal ears, Axler's
.4iny and overgrown by na-
ar Fletcher's flattened and
1 mere [ ¢lose ta his head by the
iches of many pugllists during

early ring career, And, above
both - ire larceny-minded
emers, ' killers with an

indeace of what police and
wspapermen call “crazy nerve.”
thortly after the close of the
arid War Fleicher was a popu-
 118%-pound preliminary fighter at
> pld Military A. C. in Brooklyn.
« z00n wak takert into the stable
a well-known manager, Sllvey
ins, who sald: ’
I tnok the kid under my wing
ccande he's willing te fight four
mes a week if you'd let him—
nd when he gets pald of he
rings his dough home to his
rither,™
UIT RING IN 1923
Around Brooklyn, where Fletcher
as known as & shy youth, the
yxing fraternity was tremendously
1rprised when he eventyally bhroke
o priat here as s na!ar}ous hood-
im.
Fietcher finally reachesthe main
vent clasa im New Yorx, but was
~er a great fighter, He quit in
n23, and shortly after maved to
Yetroit. Ha began fraternizing with
ke "mobs” and in 1925 he accepted ;
nather baut hHecause, he sald, “the

.- R " YOI,

j ston, Was a bright purple.

F‘;_: 'r_\;&on}d do 1t }mlicg a&m!nhtcr

boyd want to see me in uctlon j'u:t
once.”

‘He boxed Don Burcha.rd nl Harry
Harris' Falrview Club, Mack and
Falrview avenuea, and the mob saw
him get deciaively outpointed in
eight rounds,

It was from this ﬂght. somsa say,
that the name "Purple” gang origi-
nated. Fletcher followed the then
popular New York prize ring cus-
tom of dressing the fighter and his
seconds In colored jerseya. The
color of the jerseys, on this occa.

MORE VYICIOUS XILLER

Axler never was a pug. His nose
had not been knocked askew as
‘Fletcher's was and his  sizable
ears had never been “cauli-
flowerized,” but nonetheless his was
the more sinister face of the twa, !
He had an acquiline nese, high
cheek bones, deep shadows ynder
his small eyes, n‘mken “gheeks, and
a thin dght mouth ‘rhteh tumed
LW“ ‘the corners. | N
> Ay repule he was & more vfcious
filler afd & rougher fighter than
Yletcher. It is said that encd, when
asked by x “Junior Purpla® what

Bk L3
Y. JughTspit iz E’ﬁ'v
that's all!'" -
Axler purpor‘ledty um( hen\
;'lzm New York a year or two after
tcher's tight agalnet Burchard
THe two “kilfers of & feather” soon
got together and began eontribut-
ing major performances to the

"Purples’” lurld history. ’

FORMED FOR DEFENSE

The time was 1928. Axler was 25,
three years Fletcher's junior, but a

ers_——a

) gl

St Louis gang geems ta have
merged with the Detroiters, the
combination being strengthened by
the addition of a dozen or so of
aceredited touzh ones rmm New
York. :

The new gang proceeded to worh
from the viewpoint that there is
more profit in levying tribute than
In being pald for bodyguard.’

In 1927 Axler and Fletcher ocecu-
pied a suite in the Miraflores Apart-
ments, 108 East Alexandria avenue,
In this building they and their
gang reputedly wiped out Frank
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph
Bloom, three opposing gangsters, in
what has become known as the
“Miraflores massacre.” In disposing
of the trio, reputediy Chicago gang-
sters, the Purples Introduced ma-
chine gung In Detroit gangster war-
fare.

FORCED DYERS' TRIBUTE

Axler and Fletcher, along with
Fred v*Killer™ Burke, were arrested
as suspects In the massacre. Police
#Filled them without result, and the
three “were  eventually  relensed.
{Burke is now Y%erving a Hfa_sen-
tenca for murder at’ gdu‘quct‘te
Prison.) oo :

T

tribute Twn Detroit
dyers- “pratection™ rnoney.. :
om the chaners and dyers' war

I-h mn another story purport-
ing upwn t!u origin ot the
gang's name, - F ol
- 8o-callad “purpic gangs" wers
known long ago, some historians
claim. " Dyers, they say, have been
assoclated always with the purpie
dye because It was the first dls-
covered hy the Phoenicians, who

more experienced gangster, having
beepn a consort of "moba”’ while
Eddie was still & reputed)y honest
prizefighter,
t The Purple gang was srganized
pposedly as a defensive organk
kation, employed by local gamblera
to defend their establishments from
belng pilfered by a gang of In-
vaders from 8t. Lou!s known a3
“Egan’s Rata"”

The St. Louis Rats were blamed
for the kidnaping in March, 192,
of Meyer (Fish) Bloom!leld, then A
“stick man" at Charles T. “Doc”
Brady's gambling place, 326 Grand
River avenue, above the siore
where Dr. Jullua C. Harris was
shot and killed during an attempted
holdup of *“Goldle's handbook”
Saturday night. ‘ .
TURNED TO RACKET ;

-The *“snatching™ of Bloomfisid
was ths first of a lucrative serles
of kidnapings of rich gamblers for
ransom money, and it goen became

cra LR

doubtful a3 to whether thd “Pur-
plea” were taking a defendive:or
an offensive part in the crimis.

A few traitorous members of the

L

b

“made the charges stick.,” This was 't o last half-year ov

originated the art of dyeing, Purple,
therefore, has become the symbol
of the dyer. Thua, according to this
explanation. the “purple” gang be-
comes the "dyers’” gang. N
CONTINUED ACTIVITIES

The lucrative cleaners and dyers
protection racket wag broken up by
the police with the arrest of 12
Purples. Besides Axler and Fletcher,
those arrested were Abe Bernstein,
reputed leader; his brother, Ray;
Abe Kamlinsky, Abe Miller, Harry
Keywell, Irving Milberg, Georga
Cordell, Joe *Honeyboy" Miller,
Sam Axler {(Abe's brother) and
Irving Shapiro.

They were ncqultted after a
stormy trial.

Although the edge had been
taken off the protection racket, the
Purples continued to operate as
bootlegzers, rum runners, hijackers.
smugglers, handbook operators and
dops peddlers.

four members of the gang and

Fletcher,

in 19"9 AJiIer Sutton .

T

and Mlberg wers sentenced §
Federal Judge Charles C. Simons fo
serve one& year and 10 months tn
the Federal Penltentiary at Leaven-
worth, Kan., and to p!L
35,000 each, e
COLLINGWOOD MASSACRE
They served their sentences and
did not get into serious troubls
with the law again until Septem-{
ber, 1931. At that time the Purpls

the “Collingwoed massacre.” Joe

Paul and lzxy Sutker, members of |

shot down and the Purples were |
hiamed.
Axler
tloned and
stein,
Milberg were prosecuted, found
guilty, and sent to Marquette Pﬂmn
for life.
Milford Jones, a noforious -
Louwisa gunman, was murdered ul
he stood at the bar of the swanky

and TFletcher v.eu
releazed. Ray TBern-

During. Lr lht P i qic!ed— murder temain M omresh
i A Egaad bA dottard | ords p, & puystery™ teFer

ird and [~ LastWin! 1
% T attempged to' re-enter pro!ess:on.}

|

Prohibition agzents £1na1ty brought | h
tiquer violatlon charges against'#§ities who held the remnarnts of

o

Stork Club, 4T Rowena street. )
June, 1332, and agaln Fletcher and
Axler were hrought in for grilng.
Both .wwvers released hS Tha Jor s

’er Axler’ ﬁ
boxingad managers. Thelr boxers
wers te vetzran Motrla Sherman,
his broher. Jackle, & novice, Louh .
Mays’ s Des Moines middleweight 4§
and 2,2ther boxer who way kaown'{]
to thaboxing fraternity as “the for-
mer Ight heavyweight champion i
of Jekzon Prisen Other “legill-
ma®" managers had betier bhoxers
ans Flatcher finally sald, "there's
no dough here for me,” and retired
from the managerial end. Fletcher {§
vag last seen in the ring at Arena
Sardens as' a aecond tor Louls !
Mays.

But ‘shortly bmfore he wa.s nr-
‘ested as a publc enemy again, a
t.w weeks ago, Fletcher began i
surtg clrevlars to promoters an.
noi -cing himself as the manager of
M/ri's Sherman and seeking bou(s
trr tiy fighter. He styled Rimself
£ “boxing manager” at the time of
his arrest as an “enemy.”

After- several members of the
gang has been convicted on the
Public Enemy charge and were
sentenced to the House of Correec-
tion for §0-day sentences, Axler and
Fletcher, awalting trial and undet
x bond of $1,000 each to appear be-
fore Judge John P. Scallen, jumped |
their bond. They were “lamsters”
at Lhe tire ~ct thelr audden deaths.
Zoer and Filetcher, underworld:
a say, were the militant person-

t§a Purpla gang tozether durfn

gang was accused of perpetratingi

{Nigger} Labovitzs, Herman (HymleX}:

ques- i

Harty Keywell and Irving X

AYINGS LEAVE LAST OF PURPLES LEADERLEéi;{*”"

ﬂnu._\_of ? bor -

s0, With the
'“«ntinued on page 1¥) Y
U R |

the rival “Navy” gang, had been" )



GANGSTERS SLAIN TOGETHER CAUGHT IN RECENT RAID
" Here Ax!er (left) and Fleicher, dlminutive ing them. The gang palr, slain on a rlde" In »
lons Oakland County road early yesterday, at this

i

" urple’ Gang gunmen, are being taken to police
R tmrterq ;nr questioning after a public enemy

time faced polics together as they faced their

.5

Lp.‘i)emtho Mike l-"lannegan is nccompan}-

murderer's )esterday.

(This 1s a Timea plcture.)

The Detrolt Tice
November 27, 193

| Axler’
P olice

""Here are tha fecords
Fletcher, Purple gangsters

,h!er was arrested 18
In '\ew York and Detroit,
*wik cnnv!ctcd three times,

o3 police record follows:
'Aprn 1920, arrested in

Yeork, fobbery and assauit,

missed by magistrate.
March 21, 1921, arrested in
York, grand larceny, discha
by & maglstrate.
Dec. 6, 1931, sentenced tn
to 3 years in Sing Slng Priso:

burglary.
Dec, 7, 1925, arrested In B
1yn, attempted attack or

woman, discharged by a m
trate.

Oct. 27, 1928, arrested In
troit &8 “Abe Gold* as a
orderly person, discharged
superintendent. )

Oct. 31, 1926, lrrcstqd n
troit as “Abe Gold a% a p
witness, dl’schnr;e& by =
intendent.

March 29, 1927, nrresled in
troit as “Harry Levine” rob
‘armed, discharged by =
intendeni. .

‘May 9, 1927, ro‘hbery armed,
¢harged by superintendent.

Aug. 18, 1923, robbery »or
discharged by superintendes

&

,3’

#The awesome news that Abe
er and Eddis Fletcher “were
t bumped off" electrified
iﬁ)ltuu of Detroit's underworld
the small, black hours.
w7 It came- {first before dawn yester-
’dly a3 a rumor which was soon
‘éqnfirmed vis the grapevine of the
'racket world.” The previous chjef
»topic in the hoodlumas’ delicatessen
theadquarters—"they stuck up Gol-
"die’s handbook and kiiled a guy™—
"wu immediately superseded.
sfy’ ‘Axler snd Fletcher, ,Inaseparabie
gals and pariners, pint-aized tough
g'uys and killers, wers "higgiea" o!
tbe natfonal underworl
+In Detroit they had earned the
odlous reputations of Public Ene-
_mnies No. 1 and 2, respectively.
-<_'1'hey were sawed-off Napoleons of
“ths {nfamous Purple Gang and,
“'from its rise to power in 1926 until
they died with their shoes on, lead-
lng actora in tts criminal history—
's history viclous encugh to causs
Herbert Asbury, historian of Amer-
crime, to call it “the most af=h.
ciently organized gang,,qx Eiliers

: AF  which iz s0 often
.racle : little men. © o
B:n had dark. furtive, beady

. tha s.!l!“‘%"&

boy¥ want to see me in lction Just
once.”

Ha boxed Don Burchu—d at Harry
Harris' Fairview Club, Mack and
Fairview avenues, and the mob saw
him get decisively outpointed in
eight rounds.

It was from this ﬂght. some say,
that the name “Purple” gang origl-
nated, Fletcher followed the then
popular New York prize ring cus-
tom of dressing the fighter and his
geconds in colored jerseys. The
color of the jerseys, on this occa-
sion, was a bright purple, .
MORE VICIOUS KILLER

-~ Axler never was a pug. His nose
had not been knocked askew as
Fletcher's- was and his sizabie
ears had never been ‘“cauli-
flowerized,” but nonetheless his waxs
the more sinister face of the two,
He had an acquiline nose, high
cheek hones, deep shadows under
his small eyes, smﬂ:en theeks, and
a thin tight mouu; -meg urned
up &6 tha corners’ - f )

% By tepute he waz's mor jv[ oy’
#Thter add & roughbr Aghbic thad

| Fletcher, It'h ulid that pncS. whed

-Aslet  purpi
fl’ n New

- MYab¥e ahmarmal ears, Axler's

bt bameitod amd Wy

u
btcher's ti;ﬁ"‘.‘ligﬁt Bun?ﬂ"gl%‘;
Tﬁ- two “kilfers of & mthef" mh

St. Louis gang scems {o have
merged with the Detroiters, the
combination being strengthened by
the addition of a dozen or so of
accredited lough onea {rom New
York.

The new gang proceeded to work
ffrom the viewpoint that there is
more profit in levying tribute than
in belng paid for bodyguard.

In 1927 Axler and Fletgher octu-
pied a suite in the Miraflores Apart-
ments, 108 East Alexandria avenue.
In ihis huilding they and their
gang reputedly wiped out Frank
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph
Bloom, three-oppesing gangsters, in
what- hig becoms known as tha
“Miraficres massacre.” In disposing
ot the trio, reputedly Chicago gang-
sters, the Purples !ntroduced ma-
chine gunsg in Delro),t gangster War-
fare,

FORCED DYERS' TRIBUTE

Axler and Fletcher;, along with
Fred !Killer™ Burke, were arrested
a3 suspects jn the massacre, Police
grilled them without resylt, and the
thres”
Burks i

n e‘entuany re'leued.

T uand
+

* 48 ptory
to upinfn lhb ori n “the
;iﬁfs name, - gi. z

A Wl

ig

stAYINGs LEAVE LAST OF PURPLES LEADERLE

and Milberg were sentence
Federal Judge Charles €. Sim.

serve one year and 18 mont
the Federal Penitentiary at L«
worth, Kan., and to pay fir
5,000 each,

COLLINGWOOD MASSACKT

They served their sentence
did not get inte serlous t
with the law again until Se¢
ber, 1931, At ihat time the I
gang was accused of perpet
the “Collingwood massacre.
(Nigger) Tebovits; Herman (H
Paul and Izzy Sutkér, memb
the rival “Navy™ gang, had
shot down’ and u:g Purplc-
blamed. -

Axler md I-“lctcher ‘were
tloned and relensed Ray
stein, Harry Keywell and
Milberg wera prosecuted,

| guilty. and sent tu Marquette

for life.. : ;
‘ml!oni Jones. a. noior!
Lonis’ g\mman,' way ‘murder

he stood at tha bar of lhe =

| Stork  Chub; 47 'Rawena str

21 June, 1982, "and agatn Flatcr
Axiar were brought: _Ln for
g -

quh ,!» "

o
a

a.s ipanager-. “Thelr t
etenn Horrie She

~r, Jackle; a novice,
] Moine: middlew

}r‘ca

’.Ig':; }‘uﬁ _1-3:- hmwar wia weaw |



PURPLES LEF
EIDERLESS

: (Contiuuod Iror; ‘page 3,
adeath pahce “elalufy the relgn :
!\he notorious ganv is vlrtuahy

3 jovern - .
Nearly all of its domtn-mt mem-
‘hers have e¢ither left Detrolt of §
been killed or fmprisoned. Fay k&
Eeraslein, Harry Keywell and In’-
ing Aliiperg, Coiliz igwond ki
are Lfe-timers at Marguette In tr
 same prison, Philip Keywell and !
7' alorris Nader are serving life sop-"

A

"*: Adet lwas arrested 18 tini':

by a magistrate.

The Detrolt Times
Novemter 27, 1933

Axler's an
POll

Here are the records ct
Fletcher, Purple gangsters: 5%

Sy s& v. %7, 1927, robbery armed,
[ ?\ty’}’ork and Detroit, * ged by superintenderit..
naq eotgicted thres times. ' 3 “-f' e MRY 28, 1928, pickpocket, &s-
Jtts olfce record follows: * 505 ¢ “sha god by superintendent.—-"
W CApefl % 1920, arrested in New i) 20, 1078, mbb!‘ﬂ'gg““‘
; Yeork, robbery snd assault, dlhc s d] r;l“"l by Judge ank
missed by maglstrate. . 1‘?1“ ril 4, 1928, robbery armed.

March 21, 1921, arrcsted In N
York, ;rand larceny, dischnrged

jssed by Judge Charles
les.
y 14, 19, sentenced to ane
- and 18 months in Leaven-
th, and fined $£3,000 for viola-
of the United States code.
E h«l" 1881, robbery armed,
by superintendent.
"ll. 1831, charged
Zease still pending.
t{:her wiea arreslod 11 times,
38 In Detrolt, and waa con-
only aooe when he went o
snworth. His police record
Fs:
Jiee. n, 13‘:& arrcated an police
i ‘m‘ {eléomd b, auperlntond-
{v’ 3, 18 robbery armed,

GE}.:'

Dec. 8, 1931, sentenced to ;'A .} ¥
to 5 years In Sin( Slng Prison Jpr f.m
burglary, 2y

Dec, 7, 1923, arrested 1n Brook-e ‘w"
lyn, attempted attack on "8
worman, dhcharged by a mn!' Yy
trate. '

Got. 27, 192& nrreated ln Dq-
trott as “Abs Gold* sa a dig]
orderly person, d!scharged L
superintendent. .0 .

Get. 31, 1928, arresled In
troit as “Abe Gold! a% & poli
wititess, drwcn-lr-nq hy supér
intendent. - AXE I;:-

March 29 1927 nrresbed in :
trolt as “Harry Levine” robbery

with

i i tences for killing a Negro boy who'. ix’ | grmed, discharged - by - supes |  fifscl\arged by superintendent
RS, SLA!N TOGETHER, CAUG came ALress’ one o( their llquoré intendent. o By A . 14, 198, robbery armed.
Fletcher, diminutive Ing the piants. - ‘May 9, 1927, mhbery nrmed, &4{, | Jsctharged by superintendent.
being taken to police lone Oa; Abe Gerns{ein stays away from’,, this charged by superintendent. #7# ]! 1, 1927, charged with
: mfter s public enemy tims fa Detroit, and s brother, Joseph. 38y 40 Avg. 18, 1927, robhery nrmul, o, dischi rged on writ,

\nnegan Is accompany- murden, said to have quit gangdom e“"‘r"” ture.)

discharged h) uuperintendent‘. ov. 29, 1925 an:

2l Joseph “Honey hoy™ Miller U
Eloize home for the msane )
F¥W ARE LEFT - Lo

Irving Shapiro, ke Ax!cr an L
+ Fletcher, “went out the hard way.”

{ ”’T

AVFIAQ

T ey B W

t Abe boys Want to zee me in actl  Remaining, police say, aré unly have
topre | ONCET é izzy chstem Harry Sution, Harry ]y, the
Arigled | He boxed Don Burchard &' Fleisher, Sam Draplin and Daveiled by
rworld | Harris’ Fairview Club, M 'Banks. w0 of
: Fairview avenues, and the f§| The Qelicalessen’ headquarterﬂ, New
yester- him get decisively outpoif where the gazmg met, and wheroj
8 =oon eight rounda. friendly franwcters from other cmeg-i work
of the| It was from this fight, sof sai out ihe night with the Purples,ipre 1s
x chlef | that the name “Purple” gam has bern almost deserted since {neil than

nated. Fletcher followed th Fletcher and Axier, nattily dreastd,’

:;es(;:)?- popular New York prize I§§ perfumed and gver-barbered, went]loccus
Uy — tom of dressing the fighter § “on the lam"” and, unknowlnslh U’ part-

L seconds in colored jerseyh “the last rounduptet Lk

sparable color of the jerseys, on this . B L 4 &

4 tough | sion, was a bright purple. gang reputedly wiped oyt Frank

Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph
Bloom, three opposing gangsters, (n
what has become known as the
“Miraflores massacre,” In disposing
of the trio, reputedly Chicago gang-
dsters, tha Purples Introduced ma-
chine guns in Deumt ga.ngster War-
are,
FORCED DYEBS’ 'mmum
Axier and Fletcher, along with
Fred “Kmer Burke, were arrested

o . Y Toupn

lS uuipecu; ia the Tnassacre, Police
M;%m without result, and the
 thyeer -~ e eventually refeazed.
LBk iimqvix}x a lifn seu-
vl i er aty

gles” of MORE VICIOUS KILLER

Axler never was a pug. His nose
‘ned the bad not been knocked agkew as
lic Ene-|Figtcher's was and his sizable
ectively.| ears hnad never Tbeen “caull-
Neons of{ flawerized,” but nonetheleas his was
ng and,|yhe more sinister face of the two.
926 untlliyyy had an acquiline nose, high
on, lead-} cheek bones, deep shgdows under
histor¥—| iy amalt eyes, sunken cheeks, and
to CaUBR |4 thin tiskt aouwth -‘M.-h mnmd

G

of Amer. | tin Ught moulh, urned
ot o1 iup #E€'tha corners.

'y tepute he wix{t n{om vietout
%m& b ﬁt add & ronghis, fightar \hgll
fatchef It is ':3 thay ¢

A ) ..J M ry
._ -hm:ld Ao i hallc o ,iL

S LEADERLE

- ﬁld not get lnto. asrious trouble

237
obrul.ry g& R, rohbery armed

superintendent,
i done 14 1424, arrested as dis
krd Lely ren nn. dlscha.r;ed by su

tery lont. ¥

wpt. 13 nnd Nov. IT 1928, rot
a ned, d.isch.rgod by super
dent

Etn.x_;q

and Milberg were aentenceq bj‘
Federat Judge Charles C. Simons ta
serve one year and 10 montha in
the Federal Penlitentiary at Leaven- |

worth, Kan, nnd. to par finea B\Ji "
$5,000 each, . g
COLLINGWOOD. mss;\cmn i

They served thelr sentences and’

PR

with the law agsly untl} Sept

ber, 1931. At that time the J?urp!l

.| gang was:- accused of perpat.rnll

the ."Comngwond muucm." Joa S
(Nigger) Lebovity, Herman (I-Iym]-a)
Pau! and Yrzy Sutker, mémbers’
the rival "Navy gang. ‘had - besn”
shot down and the ‘Purples were
blamed ’ SR ey
Axler nnd F‘letcher wers ques-
tioned and released ‘Ray. Bern-
stein, Harry  Keywell © ‘and Irving
Mitherg - wefe  prosecuted; . foynd
guiity, and uent to Mm&eth‘ {30z

!.
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ATt n:r] Ire
> police '?T:ﬁ'i

notoootus nang s vroonalk

I Wearly oll of its dominnrt mem-
ihers hae . left I roit or
! been kil ar ;
| Bernsleln, 1Tarry

ing Mk

T T i

B e
i Morris Itador are so
stences for killing a Near oW lio
“eame aciess’ on2 of theil U0
plants.
Aho LDerpslein stays avwey i
Lyother, Josx i

Jaurg
12loten 1
BB U ARY
[rving  Shariro, Tike nr
letener, b oul the hard awaoee
Roennu . police arcoonly
Iszy Bernstein, Flarry Salion ey
Ileisher, Sam Drapl and Dave’
Enoka
The el
where the
Hriendly
sat outl th
Iz been
Meteher and
over-barbe:
e, unknow
"the last rounduy
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S Detrmt'_FuT‘rief -
Gang Smashml

By Own Greed

Ié'olice Say Leaders Conld
Not Stand Prosperity

PP

) ? or Take Orders.
o : _ ‘Detroit, Feb. 24 (&).—The Tur-
B R " ‘ble gang is dead—by its own hand.

‘Jealousy and greed did thei~ work
bven before repeal of preohibition

Fained the ‘l’)uuuC;giﬂb and aleohnl
Fooking buasiness, says Chief of De-

N .

ectives Fred W. Frahm. v
b

I*The Purples crumbled from
within. The big shots couldn’t siand
prosperity and couldn't take oz'ders.% .
The final blow came last fall when? '
. Abe Axler and Eddie Fletcher, l\m-" . B

.cal Purple pangsters, who rose {04
‘power in a weakened organivation,|
were put on the spot in their own
car.”

Kidnaping, robbery, extnriion, al.
talind encking avad hootllegin. rour-
der—all were wrilten in the mnol's

F recovd here, until the law and gunsy |
‘ ’ in the hanzs of their own members |.!
L . : : caught up with those arcund whom |}
o b R the gang hid been built
. . : “*No one is corhm how the rang |;
‘gnt its name,” =aid Frahm. "It may
have start=d when some merchants
'nn the East side called & bunch of
‘peity thieves 'Purple,’ meaning ofi-
.color. Anvway, (his bunch of kids,
numbering 40 or 50, grew bolder as
they grew older, and in 1926 the
name 'Purple Gang' had gaired a
_sinister aspect.”
i In July, 1930, Jerry Buckley,
iradio commentator, who had waged
a campaign against gambling, was
Ishot 1o death in a hotel iobby, The
tcase stili is unsolved,  three men
having been tried and acquilted,
Jbut the policé began pushing the
gang so hard that quarrels amang
1ts membears were rumored, revenue
fell off, and many of the members
left town,
,' Police said the conviction of Ray ';' .
Ecrnsl;m with Irvmg Milberys and [? ‘_ \
arry Keywell in the Collingswood |+ ‘ 1y
' Manor Massacre would “whip” the 11';1 r, s
nl‘-‘urples " Three brothers, alloged |¢
R eaders of the gang, left Detroit, i
S e D D ¢ Axler and Fleicher, whose bodies | / £r A A
e e ~_ were found only a few months aga, |t | éz'.._,, ﬂ,qé jal 4
e AT " were said by police to have been

the last of the old-fime Fuorples, | -

who iried to remalf In Detroit and |

,reorga _'z;g the old ;:ang- '

m.hd .
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Two Found Slainon |
" | ‘Ride’ Near Detroll

DETROIT, Nev. 26—(&—The
bodies of Abe Axler, 34, and Eddie
Fleteher, 32, Detroit and New York
police characters, wore found in an
automobile near fashinnable Bloom-
tield Hills today. Both had been
ehot to death.

The men apperontly had heon
sliin several Lours before. Enach
h been shot five times., Polic
bdiieved the men had been slai
while riding in the car and th
their slayers had heen with the
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2 of Puiple Gang’
Killed in Detroif

A énxsr:c.nz._u_-w-w
e " ... .! DETROIT, Nov. 26 (AP) —Slain
o : T 'in the manner of gangland, thel
+bodies of Abe Axier, 34, Detroit!
public enemy and long known fo!
New York polic and Etmicl
Ticlcher, 33, uu,]hu.l mLh Axler
, In underworld actjvy es ‘here since
7 ) -1926, were found; - today in
: b . Tan automobile ne ’Iashmnable
. IR TSI ‘Bloomfield HillsJ}) R e
T oL e e ! The bodies were- t_ Tear of
) a car owned by AXPrs wie. An|
. ) ;autopsy indicated: fHeien hnd|
. o "ibeen dead thirty mihutes. Each|
had been shot five times, '
Both men were reputed mem-
bers of the “Purple Gang"

.
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l.lf,’,‘_’;g(.k fflembers Of
‘ urnle hnga b
G SUIPpA wlld,

4y ‘% f-l‘? . ~i '(Ai‘ Livegds ) -
L. 5. ZPhavean of Jufestigation,

- r P
& ™, ‘-d-"?, BT, -
VAR T
H et MR PR
Department of Jurtiee e ‘ ‘ "
P
nAey= o . . [ A I L 31
62D Lafayette iy, ' Vo
Letroit Lichi o : o
Noveaber 23 1200 o
o
4
Lo b
e

Director
Tidawrfmf oy mF Towrano
LALY Lo LV W1 FUYR A =i

tigatic
U. 3. Department of Justic
Wwashington, D

H-ﬁ

C.

Dear 3ir:

There are bvelng transnitted herewith newspaper
clippings taken from The Letroit Tiv

s of Kovemver 27, 1923
vhich concern the murder of two tiie Detrols
abe¥ixler cnd EddiefFletcher, who it will te notod,
are allegedly re &ognxzed as Detr Lt tublic Zpermies hos, 1 aud 2.
It will also be noted tlwt the ceriminnal recerds of ths two
above individusls are set out in these clipplnzs.

rer the Livision's
infornavion,
rolice nunber of

intorustion with regerd ¢
Flease te advised ihat e Detroit
Axler is 296305 and Fletcher, 2854:.

Very truly yours,

Py &F :
Py Zrmrn :

Vim. Larson . .
“LiMED Specizl .gent in Charge
%, Encls.
a-

i
[}
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Abe Axler and Eddic Fletcher, machine
gun terrorists of the Purplc gang and'recog-
nized as Detrmt s Public Enemies ‘One and

“-iwhen  they

Two, had dled ‘today
gun,

T{ll’ T 13 'I'ITI?'hT"q PALR

Detectives were checking
of ~alcohol dislillers had the
them last Summer.
in jail or hiding from police,
Fletcher and ‘Axler took charge

| of their distilleries but failed to

turn over the profits.

| The two gunmen, inseparable
sifice their arvival from New York

joined Fred “Killer”

| Burke and the late Gus Winkler in

and who

| Lig
kidraping and hijacking,

i have heen charged with practically
I every crime of record, were found
)| ene clasping the other's hand, their
| bodies riddled, in the rear seal of
Ja new car belonging to Mrs, Evc]‘y
| Axler, wife_of Abe. .

| It was parked just off the Quar-
ton road, 100 yards east of Tele-
1graph road, facing. cast, in the ex-
] eclusive Bloomfield Hill section, and
| powder burns convinced police the
death guns weve pressed agalnst
the viclims' bodies.

Identification was traced [first
through the license numher of Ax-
ler's ear. The identifications were
quickly corrobarated by police, long
familiar with the pair, and later by
the widows,

¥red Lincoln, Bloomfield Town-
ship rosidential policeman, found
| the bodies, =till warm, when he
! ppened lhe door of the sedan, be-

i p— e

6R

Their bullet-riddled bodies, returned from l:hen‘
last ride in an isolated road in Oakland County early |
{ yesterday, lay in the Lewis Undertaking Parlors, 7739 |
John R. street, awaiting shipment to New York’s East

Side, their former home, for burial.

Meanwhile, police of Oakland and Wayne counties sought
the motive of Detroit gangland’s Infest slavmgs and gudul
themsclves to prevent reprisals [rom the few surviving
members ol the once powerful Murples.
marks the first. time Purples have been taken for a ride.

information

The report is that While Lhe ,distillers were
*

G

as they lived—by the

l

The double slaying

today that a gang:

two kiuled for doubic-crossing

lieving 1t to contain petters, at 2
a. ni. vesterday,

Several Detroit homicide %q\lﬂdw
delectives, Oakland County dcp-}
uties and underworld cronies of
the gangslers believe Axler and!
Flptchrl wire killed in reprisal for!
“an old debt.” !

“They had a greal maoy enes {
mies and had been accused of !
numerons muatders, including the °F
machine gun massacre of three

men in the Miraflores Apartment
4n  Fast Alexaﬁa strecl in
1929," -Johin HoBman, lieutenant
in“‘charge o&f thelspecial investi-
gatlion squad, said. "It is likely
knmito friends or relatives of mur-
der vietimas eaught wp  with
them."

Intimales of the two revealed tn
'the Times that both hoadlums had
heen back- in. Detroil 1he last 10
davs after having jumped {heir
$1,000 bonds while awailing trial as
public enemies, The real recasonl!
they fird, the Times was toid, was
that they feared arrest in connec-
tion with the 3-year-old kidnaping
af Ahe Fein, sportsman, (9 whose
ahdurtion Joseph "Red” O'Rlovdan,
alse an all€ged former member of |
the. Killer Burke kidnap mob, is
now awaiting trial. J

29é32. -’l.

TR M T T I e —



! , 'E.A.HO(Werﬁ
Dep'™ of Justice,

Vith the atrides the department of which you aro head, --:Ia making
seems a.a ﬁ' Detroit haa 'been overlooked dn. the. clea.nup or gangeter .
' J.J.Dert.y to write you ‘a8’ T am one ‘whoge .Leg:tnm&te maine,a;.
was 'muecled -in on. T was given the om:ortunity to either permit™7ToiEy
& gang known &8 the . Purple Gang" take _over nv busineea or 'be fou.n_, 'i.n
" the Detroit river. - }‘a-’g‘ ‘ : '

W

i My busineaa 13 nerving race reaulta to cliente,which;a;lnce aci =
hes been legalized in various zections of the’ country, ie” conaidered eg'
in Detroit, Several yeare ago this mob come to - mny. office an(t annou
would take charge and if I didn's 1ike it my body. 14 -
Ari'the Detroit river. The " head of this mn‘h Jaok Lewis snd.
‘brothera are all k:lllet of the worst type. Several of th: -
erving - life terms  in the state prisons, Yet I am compelled to let-the:
parao:ltes Tun ny bun:lneas md tane the E’o:lggest rut of the proﬁta-of‘

_ death

L

; ra,y that yoﬂ will have zour department

: :lnveatigation of the “Purple Gang" activities in

the eame  dose your department has given some of tH

“aleo connected with the dope a.n& 11quor rackets her :
of i"hnm_; -

ya ;-.“I dare not gire you 'w name 'but\ an xinreatigati !
I have told you above is true and I trusk  you will.do everyhhi
:ln yomr power. to rig Detroit of thia mena-oo o.nd put zh e
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ir. E. 4. Hoover,
¢/o Department of Justice,
washington, D.C.
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622 Women Arrested Here in
Past 20 Months; Conditions
In First Precinct Scored

r_r-.:’ ’“

|‘u—l-.’l

Rumors that a whife slave ring
operating out of Defroit, Mich,,
controls a large portion of Wash-
ington’s vice are being investigated
by Commissioner Melvin C. Hazen.

The District head today received
a report from Captain William E.
Holmes, commander of the FPirst
Police precinct, on the work of two
detectives assigned to the imvesti-
[gatﬁpn of vice in the downtown
section which revealed thai of a
total of 1.453 arrests made by the
pair in the last 20 months, 622
were women,

First Precinct Bad

Numerous complaints about the
evil in the First precinct have
been made to Commissioner
Hazen, and police have been in-
structed to investigate the opera-

gaged in white slave practices.

Police headquarters detectives
are tracing the rumor that the
Detroit gang is operating here by
investigating the records of each
person arrested on charges of so-
lieiting,

Most of those arrested are

found ta comae froam nthar ifine
LUMNU WO CGHLg AU 0ol 1UsCDy

rif
and it is said that there is a con-
stant influx of recruits for the il-
licit trade.

The detective bureau is in con-
stant communication by telegraph
with the police of other cities in
an attempt o gel conclusive evi-
dence of the local operations of
the Purple Gang.

Law Seen Weak

One of the deferents to slamp-
ing ouf the social evil here, it was
pointed out by District officiaia,
is the local law which fixes the
police collateral for soiiciiing at
$25.

Corporation Counsel ,L___:U_Lgff.
Pretdtg.monyhas drafled a bill for

congresisonal action which will in-

CRIIgresisial Action whict

crease this penalty to $100.

tions of out-of-town persons en-
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_’EIW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 1935,

‘Purpte Gang' Bandit Held.
Spevial tn THe NEW YorK TIMES.

NEWARI, N, J., April 4.—-Victer
Connellan, 345 years old, of Detroft,
said to be one of the last survivols
of the “TPurple Gang'® of that cith,
was arrested Tuesday in Hobolien
by police and Federal Secret Ser-
vice men, il was disclosed today at
the Secrel Service office here. The
offjce holds a warrant for the re-
maval of Connellan to Detroit,
where he has been sought since
lagt November on a counterfeithhg
chiirge. Pending removal, helis
being held at Hoboken Police Hepd-
guarters.
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ‘k... .J‘ ) ') { E ' ,
> DIRECTOR ” ' A" ; {
Federal Burean of Fnnestigating T S
b 2
U. . Departinent nf Hustice o
(ST
RUF Washington, D. ¢ : -
June 5, 1%, M
Tilﬂe—a :05 Ao Io M,
/ nr
, M.
LERVORAITIULL P02 Lw2, LATHAN . M
P i l\_-__‘__’_‘ M -
(1‘ RE: Detroit Purvle ‘ang Niss o
A

The Acting Capiain of the Guard t- lerboned me this norning - deee-
advised that two men in an automobile wore at “he MNinth Strect Cate; thub
the driver c¢laimed to be an ex-policeman and *heo man vith hin was dressed
as 4 woman. This ex-policerian states that tlie rien with hin iz a memher o1
Detrcit's former Furple Cang and he brouchi Li: Lo the Pederal “urcau of
Investigation for questioning by our .gents. he feting Zaptuin of the
Guard stated that the ex-policeman seemed 1o ihind he had a fowe thins fov
the Bureau.

I telephoned I r. Ladd of the Tashinton Tiela (fficc rirht away
and received instructions that they were to bo held st the Ilinth Street “ntce
end that he would have two Sgfents come down ri-ht away to contact then. 1
transtitted this information to the Acting Zartair of the Sunnrd gno ghoter
that he would have these nen walt until the & -onts showed upn.

F Resnectfully,
2
‘ L7 . /’/_f’
A e

RECORDED & INDEXED é 2—4? 6 L I Z



JOMN EDGAR HOOVER O )
DIRECTOR

Federal Burenn of Infestigation
- )

TDig: RCL |
L S, Department of Yustice

Washington, D. €.

June 24, 19°%,

A q.' . '
MEMORANDUM FOR LR. TOLSON. éﬁff*w’;ﬂf

(b)(‘lXC) |

On June Elst_in the Lttorney
General's office telephoned and s%ited that the telephcne

operator for ihe Attorney Generzl had Just recelved a
telephone cell which bhad been truced to VWoodwerd and
Lothrop from someone steting that she possessed considerable
informztion relstive to the workings of the Purple Gang

in Detroit snd wanted to know if we would be interested

in chasing this matter down.
(YY)

I inf‘omedFth:.-t unless it was
some viclatlon over which tlhe Feaeral Burezu of Investigsticn
Lad

has primsery investigative juricdiction, the Bureau wes uu-
7 authorized to teke any action.

""*‘el—-.a‘,-#*

- Respectfully,

A

T. D. Quinn.
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Cpeciel Apent in Cherge, :
Detroit, 14chipan, ¢

Fooni

g O C& OB Lhere we
were gealin: the relecse of
who was gorving & se
very of & psyrull at thel
thic vy frou Leiroit hud
' who in turm hed camtacted
end had gou-hit to obtain
he coule g Tron the "oazw", the place

&t the Lire
three men end & wooun there, _
disrepute, who enxiowly desired the rel

2uilding
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e —
i g ety I,

oL .1 \..”N :
.’) ‘935““ Ml‘
TS v AP 11 L EEY

Lear Sir -i""" ;';(S

i
i
o .
‘

o.f’ mnﬁmt:

et his office, there were

yoeare: b6 charncters of
sase °‘ﬁ (vaxc)(:b)

for dnforation & description of i four psople in
tho office Uﬁu described b;.‘—‘:!.c ‘e follomss .

p——— p The lenders

,ﬁ{&ﬁ.;‘)‘ 7% T
_{;2‘_-," C-,\;“”!"’-_‘-{..—" \:". \ L ] 55 e,
S O i, e
=% @ Foiz] Peights 2
t_“:\ ::_2,’ \$r_, / Bmd' vew m'y
LS ., v

.b:-: J;‘- ?:Iul'!n\‘é::‘:{; .“ g“’ v.-ry m

% h‘}}“&i':,\"l\":"— Eir 7 Cogl black

R Camplextons Yory dark

Characteristios; Square face

4

bhenging jowles Soar over right eoye,
POs8ibly frax & boil or carvuncle,

peculiar in appeamncef
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A (‘-a::pluiom ' Light ‘ .
‘ Puild,s % Thin : g’é
©; Hodry © L Light

! Charecterisidosi Very nice looking; poui.bly o

z ' Ro.tianal._‘yfm? Possibly of Itclisn extreotion, '
N . 4;._-46)&&@

her name as
and who visgd the lew
Siate son, described: '

Helphts | 508 ] .
Ryess .. Gray or blue B
Yelghts .. 95 « 205
o Apey” \‘\ 20«22
/ Teethy Good '
/1 Pesaliarities: Very peculisr lookin: poscibly due
b to a east in ber ¢yes mekinz the ey o8
/ \ I -\\ : sppear plercing or omu-cyod; l.lso,
2% Q', \ shn .‘m&. o
,' ) Bharp, gives her the appea.mme of e
: } shrewl wonane ’
Bobbod and d,yod blondes

© WIncsmuch as it 43 belleved that thdso people will remin in
Zrenton wiidl conteqt omn be made with Chorles LKemt snd pessibly effect

£,
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' Spesiel Agent in Charge, Detroits e

. 9

(m'-.\
s

his liberetion, &t iz desired that y.- roview your files Lo
ascortain whother or not any ong or .:m of these persons are

mt'-od by wuv oﬂ'a,oo.

._‘ 5
:

- n.'

vt ﬂ&-‘! <

/I‘t ie ,r&quas'bsd that you noilflyy us as qu.iuly ar

2 ~‘h e, ““"-possiblo s’ T any actlon that you deire this office to talte,

’
y . Very trul, sours, .
T,
v
"o . oy '
- Y T T e L LIV 7 i J“’I,
Sposial oob An Therre,
-F.
rd
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Night Clerk advises of two men

“tn ecar at Ninth Strecet door - one

&

of thom cluiming the other 10 be o memie
of the Detroit Purp e Gng.

Matteg&eferred to the Field office.

Field office advises they werec 2
couple of drunks and a memorandum
is being submitted.

g
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Post Offics Tox L1118
Detroit -~ Michiimn

-August 7, 1925
T . v

Special Agent in Charge
Trenton, New Jersey

. Dear Sir: v

Roreronco is pade to your letter of suguat 2, 1935,
relative to ¢ men wonen who vere aesking the releana
of e prisoner, held ot the New Jersey Stete

Prison, at Trenton, ( bX"} Y(,§

A thorough aserch hes Leen rede of tgs filo in the
Detroit Office of all kpown membera of Detroitts““Purple Gang"
and the nems does not uppear es L member of this

stete that they do rot Imow of eny-

ons ever having b cted with i1he "Purple Goog” Lty the
nane °fﬂméb7h Yo

From the descriptions of the four i1ndividusl

in R s 1mposss
"Purple

aleaso. it is impossible to identify them wi.;h
"y _L:Yﬂlc)

Very truly vours

/ D, L. Nictiolson
HER$AM Spacial igeat in Charge
coc-Bureau \/

RECORDED & 1131110, ,M‘o??éj Q 7
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AUG 12 1935
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con Iderkble

peet few m"n'ﬂ'\i with r-aference 1o ocut=-

&ITONLSOUS mﬁ&“uvu 0 e
l.atevc.r, &s & matter of cooporation, 1t is re-

RILITW
standing f'udt.iveb.
quested that you mdvise by wire whether there egre &ny outstsoding

h-*wa-v »nenhsrt .ol this. gang wented at Detrcit, "snd whether the Buragu is taling
part in seeking t.he;ir spprehension. . It »ill be uppreci&t.q&

LT Sk aen
%r ,.“:&:r?: 4 ?d.l,-& .fqrwa.rd your “tols gnphicr Teply a8, prompt.ly ufter Lne re-
,mﬂ letw,t;as,gosq,ple. “,;_‘,, . .,_,‘;;* q_‘@ )
Vary truly youre,

% el rph Gnn:g{ are prea ht.ly 1;; ch;eaora.

‘5 Vw. ﬂ‘v“ ‘b "'f ad.
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DRIGHT BRANTLEY,
Special Agent in Cherge.
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October 85, 19035

_4; o -

& Special Agent in Charge : -
- Oklahoma City, Oklahoma :

.

ge Dear 8ir:

Reference is mede to your letter unier date of
Octodber 23, 1935, wharein this office wes advised that the (h )/
. ] >h ) -

: . AETTIENTION %o the effect that two members of the L0 ) i
- Purple Cang are presently in Clarsmore and requesting
. tint this office ascertain whether there are any outstaniing
. menbers of this gang who are wantad,

®

" Cont this date, plu*

W vised that wms informed by

%+ Poliee Department, (bX'TYC)

i ou ng re of the original Purple Gang '
T who are manted by the Detroit Police Departmsnt. Howswr.

i sdvised that Amthomy

il and Philiy Browne Y

: are ot regarded as members o (1:Y7 b)
v ut who associeted with xembers of that gang, are

% FH-‘%’E%" -k ek Iy‘- Qh h-t-n‘t Pe‘(ne Mnﬁ-h‘nt an “n%a

with the murder of Frenk plun on Ssptember 27, 1935, at

R Detroit, Michigan.

b ' (bY'?@

ok ‘ Froo of the cide Squed,

-——- s _

Detroit Foljos Departoent, fingermriny cerds and photogrephs of

. the two sdbove ined and ere being trans-
P mitted herewith, advised that "John Doe"™
! , warrents are outs or tae of Trapk Olsen and that

.

L. ' 4t oan be definitely established {Net Thomas sad Browns murdered
. Olsen in an attexpted holdup. e roquuhd that in the event
the two men reported $o be iz Claremore ere fdsutified as Thomas
g and Browne they be arrested and held for the Detroit Polioe
;5':‘ Depertment smd that the Detroit Poliocs Departmsnt be netified.
S LS A ssarch of the filas at the Detrost Offtes dose
e 0T  reveal that the Buresu toumguvutlvq D s £
- tpprahnsiun of the two above mentioned
i Very Smile wime o LA
TELY WwiUuLYy yvm oo Bpt RIRLAY OF m}rﬁi‘ﬂu..:‘ )
: ; Ui 23 1530
R, J. Best ‘i 1
AR AK Special Asent it Charge - A
Eaclosures S A A
- " co-Bureau / , 6%% -:
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Send the jollowing mescage, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed fo
-~ Detroit, ¥ichigar ¥

- Oct. 25, 1935
/ D. Brantley
’ Federal Bureau of Iovestigetion

U, 8. Department of Justice
; 224 Federal Building
\& Oklahoma City, Oklehoma - »

Q

NO OUTSTANDING MEMBERS PURPLE GANG WANIED AIRMAILING PHOTOS FINGERPEIDI<
- mw?nnms AND PHILI%MWNE VANIED FOR MURDER AT DETROIT FORP &Y

ASSOCIATED WITH MMBERS PURPLE GANG VHRRULABOUTS UNKROWN

WEST . - '

AAM: AM \// NDEx gy, 69\ 02?55’;1

5:45 p.m. .
co-Bureau /?{‘{'
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UNITED STATES BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON .
ey Lo, k K . . . . .. . o PRENTEA ‘;1\'.‘
il CASE CuUGINATED AT Okleshoma 01 ty’ Oklahcma . ;.-TLE NO. 32‘:-80 :‘ 5
LY PIADE AY: ' DATE WHCN MADE: ' FERIOD FOR WHICH MADI: REPORT MADE BY: (bI?xC) ‘ Il .:.
wlig City, OKla. 11/2 7/35 10/03 to 11/15/35 ) _’-; 9\;"‘“;““'
TThe - T ‘_Cl.-l;;.lil;;ER OF CASE: -‘ ) G-%,_ EL‘; !
UilKNOWN SUBJECTS, Identification Lf?ﬁ
_ {4lleged Members Purple Geng, : (Fingerprints) :
" letrolt, Michigan) o S B _*__-L Y
iead:

LTI siSoF FACTS:

aeceived information that members of the Gﬂhﬁ)
rple Gang were operating a night club between )
Tulsa agg Claremore, Oklagh Photographs amd fingerprintas of )
- Anthony*Thanas.and FhiliplsBrowne were obtalned fram.the:De— .iv: s
" troit office, and the photograph of FPhilip Browne under tha,-- el
allas of Harry Miller was tentatively identified as. being - L
one of the persons in the vieinity of Tulsa, Browne and _ f
Thomas wanted for murder by Detroit Police Department. : '

c

LorATLSe

T

i len, end stated that he had information. to the effect. that two mambera or the,'*
Ji-trolt Purple Geng are presently in Claremore, Oklahoma. He requested that in-f
;. ut.tlon be obtained as to whether any of the outstanding members of this gang
.i¢hl be presently wanted. A lettar was directed to the Detroit office on .
woLeber 283, 1935 requesting information concerning members. of> yhe Detroit Purple .
fung, and a letter was received from the Detroit office: under~ '
s b b stating that there were preaently'no&outatagginghmemberm?
Furple Gang who were wanted for any offenses within th

¥,lice Department, aphs and photostatls. gepl

snthony Thomas

- "
were trarsmitted to the Oklahcma Gity office.

’ .
.— . . A
. iy L g s m#
Ty sl e e DO NOT WRITE IN -rnut'uucts o "’r M{zﬁ'ﬁ
\{ - . — - . L . . . N - RO ) o =ﬂ .
;\L; a\_j: s guo * RICQ DID AND 1NMXID|
STWANRGE £1 HCIAL Aom
; / IN ChAnGR - PE 1935
co IES OF THIS REPOIT runmw UNITED STATER ECKED G °"‘ - 'f .

DEC & A0, [):Ebﬁfl*—-'%s;

- Bu fonn L
% -+ Datroit v o vnﬂq.-mon
oo- owa e Ciby : e, At HOUT l e T [TTT e ~

YA

e ¢ = —4_-..-“-....._-._—--. —_— - ——



T

LN*:“" atatadkin this~latter that theds’ 1nd1viduals are not regarded as memberq ~t

¥ thie" original Purple Gang, but that they were sssociated with mamders of ‘!
gang, and are presently wanted by the Detroit Police Department in conne'." fum
nith the murder of Frank Olsen on Septermher 25, 1935 at Detrcit in an at-

tempted holdup,

R
."-":f"
,;r ‘concerning the papties and t g
e -Stone allas HarryMiller alilas Percny-
' illiy Brown had been.tentatively ilentified as that of a persor =° f-’N\/\\
had been in ths vicinity of Tulsa and Claremore, Cklabcma recently. "DY’T\C D
\BATR K¥ 2
R ‘ At '.lulsa, klahoma.. .
et M .._T;L_-~,,._,¢ R - e R L

several wesks ago five men froam Detroil
ers of the Furple Geang had come to Tulsa, wherrw
they stopped at the Mayo Hotel, 'These men leased the Willow Night Club, b —f!:)il
located on the main highway between Tulsa and Claremore, and just outsidc

of Tulsa Coynty within the boundaries cf Ilogersg County.

stated that he had not been

wi %' to secure data as to the registratfons o these individuals at the Map Holal,

. *-' “and -had not been able to identify them by name ‘or othermise, He stated thit

et the ' Willdw Night Club and the Sheridan Night Club are operated as qancinr' g
gambling houses and that complete gambling cquipment had beer instelled -
the Willow Night Club; that these men were supposed to have obtained a le'J-
with some silent partner, who was a resident of Tulsa or 01aremore, and wroan
identity is unknown; thet they did not share with this partner the profii:
taken in the operstiocn of the Willow Night Clud, and that after operatiry fur
about two or three weeks the partner attempted foreclosure progeedings, ¢ b
least to close up the cludb, in order to force a settlement; that a Depuiy
Sheriff from Claremore went out to the club to close it, whereupon he v=-
taken into custody by the members of this gang, who kept him confired &t '«
olub until they loaded all the gambling equipment into trucks, and took it '=
some unknown destination. The club was then closed, the Deputy Sheriff r-

leased, and these mii are suiiosed to have gone back to Detroitl iiii bt
about November lat,

- . R . .
R C gk I : . . e . .
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»<1g conaidered closed by the OIclahoma Oity offices

AT LS T B wOAND L Y G

'widiqgrn!\n (‘,.-@; R AR B IR R L L L L

TR an e

TTE Y Fahy AN e

was advised as t-

Hen omas and Browne, and
the deaire ot Jho Detroit Police Deparunaut to cause their approhension.

: Ha ‘stated tnar Be’ be.l.levea he might: sbe able to ascertein the presentl,la\i,.\\f\c j\_&) J

‘ ‘whereabouts of_.the men who oparated- the Willow Night Club as he had
k22 X »’#!r:a ‘heard thay - hudsgorie "bark "torDetroft, “and that
might hw something definite as 10 asent wiela-

abouts, stated that thero was & rumor that two of theo:
men bad &gain come sa for the purpose of reopening the Tillow If: i
Club, but that ha had not beenr able to verify this information,

Since 1t appears that'no Feder=l violation is involved, 'and that

- _the purpose of . thig inquiry was for identification p urposes only, this ineliler

Y S

TR R ST A Ty

Copies of- this report are b to the Dotroit offic .
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Poot Office Box 2118 . T
; Dﬁtrott, mchigm . R e !-".;’ o Cert s
Desember 2, 1938 -
1Y ’
I
Speeinl Agent in Charge
J:lmhoma City, Oklahoma
tonr Sire Ro: Umom SUBJFCTS
1o} }éombsraqf\u'ple

V=Y 0\ cang?onatron. Michigm)
AT Identification (Fingerprints} _ - 4

Reforerce 1s made tomport of Speciel Agent ’
i F Oklchama City, Oklahoma, dated 11/27/35. Plosse be o
a information contained in refarence renort NI N

¥y in the city of Detroit there had dean anot . mirder dur=

’ "{ | irg the do::msa ch erime pesulted in the arrest of u ot
Anthony hoﬂas, alaoc been arrested /U

| - I Al avrad wrd b W la ﬁl‘l""‘l-\‘ ﬂ+nt‘l‘ ’

i -

SIA SO0 uuuu R LLCALL LM TiRA Waua Aoh

that in Sapterder 1935 there held emor et 547 Yood-
~idze Streat, Detroit, Hichiran; that Anthony Thomesa hed been idsntified
ag bain 1 in thet rurder; also that 41t is bdelieved Fhilip Browne,

it s was tho man who drave tho oar in ihis holdup end . ... .k,
‘ ‘urder. Ln Teio i r mirder, which happened mpproximately < .-..-.
j im0 weaks g0 ,Mf,ned that inssmch as Anthony Thomas., 'j"_;
L and "hilip:’:srme as Hnrry"!.ller have been associated in veriows = .

ciines in tke clty of Dotroit,' it {s quite posalble Browne returned to -
utroit and was nloo involved in the second mumler, as the driver of

it on has not boon identifield tn date. (bY“'?ICXb )
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATION
e o b Oklahoma City, Oklahoma - T 'maego
THIS CALE ORIGINATED AT ke I FILENO,
; HEFLAT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ;EHRI?“D;:S‘ REPOR:F MADE DY (by—lyc‘\)
t Ckle. City, Okla. 1/10/36 12/19,20,30/39 .
i N CHARACTER OF CASE
! FaWONN SUBJECTS, Identification
| l111eged Members Purple Gang, : (Fingerprints}
i _ dcuroit, Michigan) | , -

C EYHRINGIS OF FACTS:

All gambling establishments in Tulsg County, Okla, have been
closed due to a Crand Jury investigation i{n’eonnection with
the death of two men oceurring at the Sheridan Clud in the
early part of December, 1935, Officeirs of the ‘State mrem-
of Criminal Identificatfon and Inveatigation state thet
there has been no indication that'the persms wanted for

murder at Detroit have been in the vicinity of Tulsa,

r(‘..
c
| . JERENCE:, Letter from Detroit oi‘fice dated Decenber 2, 1936. _
LE TLS 2 At Tulsa, Oklahoms, : RN

for the Lgerﬁéral inrorﬁ;:bign .o‘r' tho Eireliu' and theDetroit oi’-

Toedr el

fixs, gambling activities in Tulsa COﬁnty, Oklahoy wore suspended in the early

rits unknown. Thesse activities were suspe due to a Grand Jury 1nvestiga-

et of Docember, 1935, and AlY hubitues nxz}ﬂg arrested have dsparted for

71 w1 in connection with thg murder of Geor tewart, former police orticer at .

fuisa, Oklshoma, and Lewi ppan, special- amployec of :the Uni:

Rovenue Bureau, occurring at the Sheridan Club, Three’ employeu this club
huva been indicted by the Grand Jury for:these murders,” and the-Gran J’ury hasa '.;

riered the elosing of thes Sheriden Club and all similar tqb].iahm_

4

A?;:Z)RJOJ'V'\FEQ N e T . T \
- e -?A: Q‘?{ 2-,,, T :) 0 | JAnla 1938 |
COPIES OF THIS REFORT ! N st
2 - Bureau 4 JAN 17 1934
¥ - Detroit : % YRR -
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the informatfon which he had obtained previously relative to the possibdle |
presence in Tulsa of Anthony Thomas and Phillip Browne wasm
. - - oo e s S >

sy ¢h was contained in the report of this agent of |
Wovemuer 27, 1935, ere actively engaged, in the DL /
generasl investigatio of Stewart and Pappan rela-

tivs to gambling activities, and they have contacted many many confidential
1afunssnts and others connected with the underworld and particularly gembling
zenlvities {n Tulsa County. They stated that they had exhibited the photograph -
o1 Rrown alias Harry Miller to many of thess informants, but had not been able LA
tu secure eny information indicating that Browne was in the vicinity of Tulse, -
ti11 reteins the photographs, and steted that if Browne should Ll
ML sarance in Tulsa, he would cauae his apprahension, and’ ocmmn:lcata- :
wich-the Police’ Department at Detroit.' et e s 6 b Kb g "‘“".' ""*i‘“ o

!‘,:J-v - E:

._-, :‘-., ‘ VdJ;,

v 3 ] N *g !
It appears that thera is no furthar :lnveatigation that g%an be pon«- * :
dvected by the Bureau in connection with this matter, - - -: v =i my o BN .l ad
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" Betrdit lich . June +251536 o
MroJoEQgar Hoover {,\/
Dept s0f Juatlce Ay oy -
Wuhing‘bon.E oo Co '}?E}E[OUO OgmmUGA.TIOfr
Dear Sir; o

How oan you expect uas to run our dusiness so that we oap pax ingere tyxer,
if you allew this msn Robert\Fisher,reputed front man for the rurple Gang te
viclate the Federal laws by bringing in here severel prints of the fight
p lotures and then holéing us up for theme!

Formerly the prints werc made here which pave somsbody some werk ot
least bul now they are so greedy that thoy bring them ell in and when »»
offer to do the same they threaten us wilh viclence.

How oame that you p rotect them by letiing them do this in visletion
of the law if we are not protected agsinet thenms

We think thet this is an outrapge and you ghouléd Imvestigate thir v iter
right now and not let these pangstere male thousends every yeer at thie
racket and pay no incoms tex,get awsy with It

Ve are thusting you willi not let enyon e see this letter beceuse we doui
want no stink bohbs put in our thesatres or else {ihe beck blown up,or ever
VOrse e

=

Everybody here seems to know that is going on except your men who shouid
be giving us protection and we dont dare to complain to them locellys Ore of
these days thore is going to be something sericus happen and there vwill te w
fine stink about it.

If they oan bring in the prints why cent we? Wo osn btuy them aliriehi
but they wordt stend for us bringing therm in,ec it is by your departrant thet
they have us where they warnt uss

Detroit Theatire Crmere.

RECORDED

" bAR 76381/

INDEXED




J.Edgar Hoover T SR

B

Department Of Justice

o e oy

Wa.shingtone DG

R

.- g v Bl o AR A . L1 TR A Y R
..-.\Q-H;\' Y. .' .
e e e a]..» 1S b VRt
A H o
W B -

T S VY T

J
wWaé '
b RS e
[ ——
'
== = -
_ K B i v PR & . - x [ 2 = - #
. . - PR T T [ TP
T 1 ; N ——
I
‘
- 1 N




e ~ - .
seral re: nfestinatio -
Fedeval Thurcan of Infuestigation /.y
il s, Prpnrimmt of Fitatice

610 Alonzo Ward Hotel Duilding
Aberdeen, South Delzcta Co e . L, )

July 25

] o - : '_I' R g . ._'
N L
Direotor,

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C .

Dear Sire | ()7 XCJ CD)

At the suggeation o

/
/
N

]
N7

m“‘umrnvertnom, alies Sheik Pilvers and DOD WEBIEX « - ITHG UU 1!
this Silverthorn was a member of théPurple Gang in Detroit, end was

purposely arrested with a stolen automoblle in his possossion at
Deadwood, S. Dak., in order thet ho might be given a prison semtencs
to keep the Purple Geng from pubting him on the spot. Silverthorn
was later parcled about December, 1935

7 That in 1932 or 1933 Silverthorn was tha driver of
gotaway cars for the Purple Geng end that Kennethlﬂ‘hompson and a
men by the name of rShalqr wore membera of the Purpla Gang elso, and
ere presently livink at 202l Keating Ave., Detroit, Miche That
Silverthorn left Sioux Falls om & bus April 3, 1936, for his motherts

home in Midway, Fae [b ').)( ¢ )(]J

_ & negro named WilliamlLee, & |

former inmate of the South Dakota PFrison, is at present residing af:
510 Stookton Street East, San Frangjsco, Calife That Lee is also a
° momber of the Purple Gang and is a ce for this gang, smugglling dops=,

p .
) guns, jewel bullet proof vesta, steel helmets, eto., to mmd from
Qr”f Y Chins, Tha‘bu Daytona ( bY\'?XC)

L,'f Beach, Fla., is & cou o verchorn an s & brother vho is =
“-chemist, who makes explosive pills that kill instantly upon being

~ throm on the floore KECORDED & INDEXED 62’ 2,7633:‘ /g\

That Silverthorn was formerly commeotad with a countesr--

feiting ring at 602 Monroce Street, Minnaapolis, Minn., and that the
+ -‘; party formerly living there is at the present time lncercerated in
A0 Leavenworth Penitentiery, but there is supposed to be some counterieit
o ! ke money buried in the basement of 602 Monroce Street. 51‘

ki.‘
L) R
Q/} -7 / .-:-\'L" {}}ﬁ“g*/

APTES DFESTRAY, Qﬁ“ R /
343 AUG2T 1964 )
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Noe 2

Silverthorn oams to South Dekota in a stolen Chevrolet

ocoupe and abandoned the automobile at Beulah, Tiycs, and he was
roturned %o Deadwood, S. Dak., snd sent to prisone According to this

} informant Silverthorn was supposed to be conmected with a kidnaping

5 in Detroit, where a 19 year old girl was kidnsped end trensported.
\r to Cenads, later being released on the payment of $18.000 to

(Y Silverthorn and other members of the Purple Gange. That Silverthorn
? was apprehendsd and brought to triesl on this kidnaping charge.

g However, that the Victim had fallen in love with him during the time
~ that she was held, and would not identify him as the kidnapor, snd
\,) acoordingly Silverthorn wns relessede '

y That three days after Silverthorn married his

e present wife, named Bertha, his father-in-law was slain, and $16,000
\ of insurence was paid to Berthee That Silverthorm was questioned

: regarding the death of hils father=Iin=law at Midwey, Pas However,
2 having & perfect alibi, he was releaseds

kX! That 3 s 117 Forest Street, Lead, S. Dake,
l ﬂﬁmmw of the Purple Gang also, and
S is at the present time at Midway, Pa., visiting Silverthorne

ot
et

Silverthorn has a machive
gun buried under me of his mother-in-law at Midwny, Pe., end
that he is supposed to be en expert shotis That Silverthorn is
practicing shooting every day, and is supposed to _be & killer of the
woret typee ) (LYY XD

) mg
;.;-’\ Silverthorn, as he 1s suspected of having mirdered one JoeiKluthe . y
N on March 27, 1936, at Sioux Falls, S. Dake That a bullst removed ;
AN from the mirdered mants hoad had been forwarded by the Sioux Falls
¥ Police Department to the Technical Laboratory in Washington, and tha%,

it being known that Silverthorn had a 32 automatic, if the fatel

A




hal¥

No. 3

bullet 1s found to be from s gpun of such calibre, murder charges
will be brought against Silverthorn by the Siocux Falls Police
Department.

Photographs of Silverthorn and of William lLee are
being emclosed with this letter to the Directors The numbers on the
photographs are South Dakota Penitentiary numbers.

This information is conveysed to the Bursau for
whatever action it deems advisable,

Very truly yours,

/- e
y72
WERNER HANNI
Specisl Agent in Charge

WH:B
Encl, (2)
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>
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F LbYﬂYC/\

Socrot Service Divuion,
‘= TCQABUrY Doparuent.,

!uhingtau, s c. o
'-.4’:'.1:’-: ﬁ-'_ ol -7.\ s L A ‘-"*';-'"‘-'.J E
Deer Sire

The Burcau is in receipt of information obiluined
from a oconfidentiel source to the erfect that e counter-
feiting ring was formerly operated ut 602 ﬂonroo Street,

, ll.nnupolia, llnneuota..

It s further indicated that although the sctivities
of this ring have been greatly curielled by rewson of the
fact that the party living at this cdiress is, at the preseant
time, incarcerated in the Leavonworth Zeniteatiary, theres i=
supposed to bo some counterfsll munus buried in ine basesent
at this addresas.

: Although f-h- Bur¢su {8 unnbl
_authentiolty of this astatement, eaxmec i.a beinf, ruruiahed you
for your information end any attention you may deem &ppro-

priate,
Very truly yours,
John ¥dgar hoover,
Lo ¥ QU S
Vil BU LU s
>
':-..q I
P
LK)
£

e tamm—— e ke e A A

L
- ab
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Tl 62-29632-12

‘--‘_}._H“_; LS o gugust 30, 1936

62-29632 ' !
, Spocial Lgent Ln Chargo,
Bo; mouﬂ SUNECTB: '
. (Alleged yembars Purple Gong, .
Detroit, Kichigen) g
Idontification -~ (Fingerprints) ¥
Dcnr §1.ru .

_ The Bureau 1: in recelpt of u letter from the Aberdeen
‘. ,Orticc dated July 25, 6 Iy resulis of en

F in Metrolt, resides et
Florids ond ks & brothor
a chamint -_h:rntrnd in mlf(nw arnlosive nfl1la whioh =111

=2 &2 WAL WY W B b Vb tda ARV Syl

ceuse mstnntanoouo duth upon belng thrown on the floor. (b\(j YC.YD)

.
~

In v:l.er of t.hi.a statement the Burceu desires that an
appropriate check be made at 335 South At.lhnt.e. &venue for the
purpocs of dotermining the identily of Naumi Welzell, ac well

&p the veracity of thece etstementa,

il

Very truly yours,

John Edger Hoover,
Director.




EFE: RD
"‘CORDED 62 29632-;2

ey W wete ol ugaet 10, 1936

62-29632

.. Bpecinl ngent in Charge,
T Ban lfrtneuco, cniforaia.

bl )

o
pE 'ﬂf'-z.r- 2

S Bey vom susvsrs;
- ’ fAY Y noad Vamhenas Puvela (loms
\VEAACEOU mTEOEDS SUTYRE Galify

Detroit, Kichigan)
Identification ~ (¥ingorprints)

.
et

.. Dearsim . . .
Ths Burceu 4s $n recolpt of « lettar from the Abordeen

"?.y-."—‘ "Office dated dJuly 25, 1936 which sets forth the results of
cvxvn o o interview hed with one

During the course of this intes vieam ( 17Y’)(‘D
‘nformution to the effeet that & former inmate e South D=kots

.7 . Prison, one Willlem Les, 1s &t the present time iesiding et 510
. = ‘8tockton Street Bast, Jan Francisco, Celifornie, Le furtker

oy a5 indicated that Lee 15 allegedly 2 menber of end a fence for the
~*v *" Forple Gang snd is engaged in swuggling dope, guns, jewelry,
e bnllat-proof vests, und stesl helmets to and from China,

In view of thip atytement the Buresu desircs the

eppropriete check be nade by your office at 510 Stockton
Bart, for the purpose of determicing the verucity of]

stztencnts. o
| DOT%Y.
Very uruly yours, :

John Edgar Hoover,
Director.

¢ ) Gé’f-/ &

- P
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EFE:RD
62-29632-12

August 10, 1336

0 62-29632 —/ =
Special Agont in Gharge,

o

: ”i_slbaruoin. nouuu Dakota,
M l-

" Res. UNKHOMN SUBJLCTE:

- {Alleged Rembora I rple Gmg,
petroit, ¥ichigan)
Identification ~ (Fingerprints)

7 Dur‘ sirs

Y - e

i .. . Refercace is made to your letter of July 25, 1936

e last wa.graph on e 2 O
£ the Si.oux Fallu, South DnLot.a Police De~
allase

f
iy

It ie further

- e =

a r_-ahula 595F=gt for the murdar of cne Joa Kluihae,

"~ <« fpndicsted therein that the bullet removed from the murdered man's
.~ - hesd was forwsrded by tho Bioux Falls Police Department (o t.he

' Technicel Laboratory of thia Buresu to determine whether seme wasz
8 .32 caliber sulometic bullst. You sre advised thzt a chack zude
in the Technical Laboratory fails to reflect any record of this
bullat ever bLeing received there for exnminetion. The Buresu thore-
fore desires that Urnceritm re-contscted in rogard to this
llttﬂrc

It 15 further desired that your office make on appropriuts
offort to eucertaln vhether any proces: masy bo cutstunding for the
errest of Silverthorn in coanection with the nurder of Joo Kluthe,
with a view to instituting an eppropriste inveotigatlion under the
Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution Statute.

Thip matter should be given your prompt attention.

Very truly ycurs, (‘f‘:
N

g I\ W i I
oA o
' _ " Jobn Edger Hoovar,

\\) Director.

- e T 1
- " . . B
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Fedeeal Thurean of Inbestigation
1L S, Bepartment of Fnatice
Post Office Box 4207,

Jucksonville, Flovida, .
September 18, 12%€, .

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Siri - HEt UNKNOWN SUBJECTS e
. (Alleged Members'Purple Gang,
Detroit, Michigan.)
Tdentification — (Fingerprints)

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 10, 1936,
(62-29632).

Please bg advised that Special Awent (4A) inter-

at her home loc at‘
lorida. stated that she had
or a number of years, although she would not

state where she had resided grevious to that time. She stated (b:¥L7TfE;
111 4S1lverthorn, but did not imow his -

hat she resides nt the home of her father,

hose occupation shn cave ac beipc a rrinter; that
Hhs ervad and
estimated thelr ages to be approximately five and SIX ears, recspeetive-

ly.

further stated that she had no lnmedizte relatives

who had any gwle e of chemistry whatsoever and that the o other
occupants of wvere her uncle,

and her mother,

ty Dircotory
Fare

An examination of the 12
+

occupation, printer; an

(bﬁ(ﬁ\(c:)
each Police Departnent, checked
his records and a v 5 ent that he hed no inforaation con-

cerning either of the aforemen oned nqlties.
RMYOIRDIED & i"Jva“U?'H bg &qéﬂ—/4

Very trulT yours

2( A v:k)l-/"“ -—
R. B, Nathan K\
Special A-ent in Charge.’ |\ p
TWBIEES \\
St e i
. - \\
3 ‘




610 Alongo ward lotel [nilding
Aberdeza, South Im'r in

et .'_' P I B - ST '. : v . '
e S T e A fmtobe_r 1, 1936
.f’ ) .

Spacial Agent in Charge
Cklahoma City, Oklnhoma

L Dear BireiT LD < U REy UNKNOWN SURJECTS
PRI R RIS S R ( illeged. Z!m'berae%urple Gexies,
E S LR Thetroit, Michigan) -
P Y T IS Tdentifiention - (Fingernelri:)

Jurdng July 1936 Office '_ci‘ tho 3iovx
Falls, South Dakota Police l'epartmeii,  ynighed information thod
e bullet removed from the huvad of Jec} luthe, bellewad = murder
viotim, had bean formarded to the Tecliniesl iLaboratory of the luros:

e T e ovpminadl am o Anbaymalna whaibhar $L 1aE o +32 ealilber autometis
W h B Wl il WA WY WA LA WA WElWE g i T L ekd. il Wi AueOlzZavats

¢, - billets ' By lettor dated August 10, 1930 the Bureau advised the .
Ce 7 Aberdesn office that the tullet{had not Leen recsived et the Laboraes L
s en o e torys - Subsequent -1 tiration jat Si0wr ralls feiled to locate the Y_1Y<->
bullet and Ofrice 1 Lo belicvrzd tliat She bullot
had been forwarded by tormerly a memher of the nolien
dopartniont and nowv residing at v w Avenue, Luwwiton, Uklehzon.

It 18 requested that intorvievsld ‘o sscrrtain

St whother ho forwarded the Lullet to The Toohnionl Luborutury of the
T . bureau and, if not, whether he Imows wiore it is located.
T b R e Vory truly yourc,

WARKED T
Ipecinl Apent in Charpo

YHH:G .
CC: Dureau ==

S AR 4
A -
o T
- 2.



: C J |
Fedeval Burean of an‘u‘\wtnmhml

s . Hepartnent of Justice

610 Alonzo Ward Hotel Building
Aberdeen, South Dalkota

DFJ} : October 7, 1936 ‘

bPirector
Federal Bureau of Investigation

g Washington, De Ce-

Dear 8ir: : RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;c
J : {Alleged Members Purple Gang
Y ' Dotroit, Michigan) ®
Identii‘ica.tion - {Fingerprintn} %
_ Bureau file 62-29632— ' -
( ‘I Referonce is made to Buresu letter dated August 10, 1236
\
) 2 Special Agenm.’mtervim%ed Ofﬁcerq
i) *f the Sioux Falls, Sou olice Depariment and was ad-
viged by Office at he did not forward the{fullet himself
but was of \the t the bullet had been forwarded ito the -
Bureau by ormerly an officer of the alls \/
Police De er interviewlny Afen inter- :_, 7 /(C
7 County Prosecuting ey, end Deputy Sheriff Y

s, South Dakota and neither could furnish infor-
on as to the location of the bullet. Each searched their files
and each inquired of the coroner without results.

orticor S rthor cavieed lﬁgent-that no
d

process hed been issued for the arrest of Bill"Silverthorn and that
he now doubts that the information furmished b as
of value a had recently furnished information to olica

H e '.

which, upon beln acked, had been found to be false and merely a Y

mental whim of; . Oj\(-]YC D
-is now loceted at ’

Oklahoma, and a letter is being addr d to the ahoma orrics

requesting that office to inter\riewﬁascertaining whether he
forwarded the bullet to the Bureau or knows its loecation.

Very truly yours,

" 62.-29 (32 ’},M/éw

\Jln -

A -lJ
“WERNER HANNI Y
- Special Agent in Charge
WHH:G N ’

;4:}“' “Lt’“f" A

—l e —— M o ——
b

CT 201538




.~ Pe 0, Bex 1574, :
- Oklekoma Ci¥y, '"ile o, - _ )
....Dptober. 2%, 1076 Lol

= --.r-'r"..r.ngw %

Spociul "'Agent in (ﬁha':'go,
sberdeen, Soulh Dakota

ey WL ;Uu.guTagg
(ALle:2d lembera Purple uax.‘

e AR e Lot Qbotrclt unh;gan} ek -

L o id K

L o o . IdBLilflCetiﬂn - (*inkururi“..

‘,s.' ‘{-.'4 S 5 -"I'!; : ' - ¢ -
B+ b RPN Mt £ L RPN

%ith refercnce to your ‘rtter of Uctoher 7, 1903 i
this matter, there 1s tronsmittcd s
28, 1926, seut to mo by b

bullot or intercnt in the Joo

topeTith e lestar Geted . 2L0bo
RS TPRLES

1

wanearuiny Tl
0. (YY)

Very truly yours,

WITLT DRGITILLY, :
Snacipl igent in Chnrare

Encl.

\ “¢C  Duresu v
s / 'r / /
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e taee s tea% bullete sent forward, ..o .. S .

.. Lluaton, Oklahoma
s Unt, TR, 1936

PR B e - N
. R e O T

3260
Dwight Breantisy,
P, 0. Box 1276' '
m_@‘Oklahoma Oity, Okla.

T

“’*‘Itﬁ”rerercneo to- baaioecowtunloatiana roga*ding tha bquf
whieh wes romoved from the head of Joo iluthe, will atate that thin .-
let was sent to the Balliastic Depert“.nu of the Technical Laborato:r,

2 Federal Burean of Investigstlon, %es:iv-lon, D.O, sbout tno or thres
4 efter 1 bad rocigved 1t fros Deputy o TAPT Len Hough lest sprin-
ﬁ P A O by

ST it Y ‘box, ‘wiich’ wes“amall, in vhich this bullst was forwr::cd

o nlao ‘squtained two teet bullets fired fran @ .38 caliber revolver, Lot

" ned ‘besn found in .the diteh elong ‘sn outlying etreet ilie next dsy aftw
** the finding of Kluthe .in the river,. - Tlcas bulleta were properly lepolsd
for information at ¥eshimgton, D.C.

S AN .

AL In connection, tho bullel rumoved from .Juthes' head wes r
perently iderticel to & pumber of carwrilges fourd in the overcoed pc"‘-'

et thet Kluthe wee weering st the time of hLis removel from tho Tivese Fleo

""" “'were missing from the box, Those fourd in the overcost pocket LoGeveT

#gzéi%g}é . mere -8 wator-soaked it was jmpossible to obtein a test dullet from. toe

Y e - pevolver mentioned above and. simular cartridgen ware used to obtein hn

LI | LD RPoEty o

nsfersd from the identification office shortly turv

I wan tra
efter end although 1 mentionsd it severnl tives thers at the departmi
Lo ons ssemed to know whether or not r reply had boen preaived o~ 0

ington,
o Any

Ll Ay er 1 t
“* wpite me Box 21, Fort 5111, Oila.

)

+ 0
3:132 S DENTRGYRp ™ "
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; EPC:EAM:ERM
62-29632 — |1

tiovember 18, 1036,

[ sk PR L Y

-JQFFuﬁ'._;sﬁeuiul_hgont_ln Oharae.gp‘-:
=% . Aberdeen, South.Dakots. ~f -

S I N A R T i

Ra; UNVNUS SUBTERC D
{Allegad Mennorc Furple
Gang, Detroit, “lichigan}
Idontification - (Finperprints)

. o Dear 3ir:
:f.f.;_.t; """ vith reference to the lotter of October 20, 1936,
t concerning the cvidence and test bullets reported to have

beon forwardsd to the Nuresu for cramination in itse

Tachnical Lsboratory by a former r.embar of (1;(
the “ioux ¥alle Police e : e and presently residing 1}r2:§)
st Fort 9i1ll, Gklghoms, you are asdvised that additicnel

sesarch has bean made 0f the Bureamu's reccrds upcn the besis

of the information furnished in your letter, but it would

not appesr that this evidence was ever rocscived in the

Bureag.

“ae

It s desired that this information be furnished
to the Sioux Falls, Touth Imkota [olice DNepartment.

Very truly yours,

John Edpar Houver,

Director,
i CC - Oklshoma City.
P HUYLu e OTF
‘ | , / L
s | Lo
£t l 4

2at
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER % ' . . }

DIRECTOR - }
Lo L7 R e ~ . . - '
. Hedernl Bucean of Junestigation
INC:ON . 8. Department of Justice
62-29632 MWashington, B. .

November 13, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR HP. NATHAN\'\J v \
Re: Unknown Subjects;
(Alleged Members Purple Gang,
Detroit, Michigan)
Tdentification — (Fingerprints)
Bureau file #62-29632. '

Reference ics made to the atteched letter from the Aberdecn Buree:
office reletive to a questioned bullet removed from the hezd of one Jor 3

Kluthe, which is tod to have been sent to the Technicel Leboratery of
this Bureau by, f the Siouwr Fells, South Dakota Police
Department some tlme ng. ' (_b\('\YQ_,

Although a check had previously bteen rnade in the laboratory lart
August for such a questicned bullet with necative results, upon receipt of
the instant letter I had £ the laboratory conduct & second
ake sure we were not overlooking the guesticnrd

search in an effort q

specimen.ﬂgain reports that ihis bullet is not in the Techr®: . 1
Leboratory smmunivion iiles. Moreover, & ceerch of both the lebeoretory &--°
investigative files on the aBgve— led matter feils to reveal any
correspondence whatever from%fsubmitting such evidence to the
Bureau, the Files Sectlicn having adv hat they have searched under ev«iy
possible reference availeble. Accordingly, it would appear that the queel! sped

bullet referred to has never been received by this Bureau. (
bYﬂXC_j

h%

Respectfully, ;
) 71 _
o . K / {!— N .
A l-, ,rj, (-’ R '\f - ‘: ..:|i ;{l_l, o
E. P. Cof ely. \
v ..:‘v. " ‘ N

Wi

[ Rt :;\\
Lol Y ) R ~
v AV . o Y
o | oS
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IL 8. Department of dusiice

610 Alonzo Yard Hotel Building,
Ahardas South ©° ok nla,

aAberdesr a.. e

October 30, 1936.

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs: . RE: URLNGWN SUBJECTS;
(Alleged Members furple Gang,
Detroit, Michigen)
Jdentification - (Fingerprintn)
Bureau file 762-29632.

gt e

Refererice is made to & letter from the Aberdeen Evreant

Office dated October 7, 1936. (bx—]YC’\

On October 25, 136, tho Aberdeen Buresau Of
ceived from the Oklshoms City Bureau Office a letter signed by
of Fort Sill, Oklahoma, who was formerly g member of the Sioux Falls,
Dakotea Police Department. In this let edvises that the,
which was removed from the hesd of JoéY.lu orwarded to the

istic Department of the Technical La.'boratcry Federal Burean of Invostigo-
tion, Washington, D« C.) last spring, exact date not furnished.

That the bullet was forwarded in & small box, end thai

in
T T e o | +a e Toomrmen M oae I e o
his box also conmtainsd two ucrbu bullets which had beon "800 1Irom a .pc

1l -
GilLls
caliber rovolver, found on an outlying street, the
body was found in the river.

The letter further advisecs that the bullet removed ficm
Kluthe's head was apparently identical with a number of cartridges found in
Kluthe's overcoat pocket, and that five of these cartridges were missing
from the box of builets in the pocket. Further that the bullets found in
the pocket were so water soaked that it had been impossible to make a com-

parison test of the revolver which wns previously mentioned. .~
(LYY )

( If further information is desired relative to the
bulle'bs forwarded to the Bureau,

—has furnished his wddrese
as Box 21, Fort $ill, Oklahoma. - 3 /{
f BECOR." é 91 "‘2?@ : Q"

J & . Very truly yours,
Vo INDEE . s .
A ‘ .
vf - .
'w,.;“(a ... . L. VERNER HAMNI~Y
14 N sy
W}mamw\f‘ o\ »/

:

O
W
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‘;-.._"-0“. " b ‘
gt et

No further investigation is being conduct-
ed by the San Francisco Bureau Office, unless specifie request is
received from the Buresu.

Very truly yours,

T TwumTD
ES

L T 2TA R
e Jae Jadpddl PdUVELEY g

Special Agent in Charee.

FCD:IST
Refer file
#62-1456,
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Federal Bureur of Investination
i & '~ 4

IL 8. Depurtment of YJuslice
1105 Milla Tower
220 Bush Street

San Francisco, Celifcrnia
November 9, 1936,

Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir: "Re: TUNINORN SUBJTECTS -

(Alleged Members Purple Geang,

Director,
)‘J Federal Buresu of Investigation,
I's

/ . Mnatroit. Michicand.

- S LuBellatr,y miCliglld:s

Jdentification - (Fingerprintsj.

Reference is made to

August 10, 1836

r ‘I lnterview
@ e, a a nished info

¥

ter dat

e Abergoen

i william TLee, allegedly a member of, and a ©fence™ for the Purple
v Gang, engaged in anuggling dope, guns, jewelry, bulleb=proof vests,
and steel helmets, to and from China, was allegedly living at 510

Stockton Street East, San Francisco, Californie.

This will sdvise that there 1s & Stocktecn

~y

[=172-S R =10 Sy L= 4+ TvdL A &AW VAT Ade ol

ing resided at that place during thet period.

Street in San Francisca, which street runs in a North and South
Direction, and there is no street designated as Stockton St
East nvestigation at- 510 Stockton Street by Specisal Agent

of this office, revealed that same is a rather respect-~
SREMENE tment house. ” who advised sgent G
ket she hes been the manager lor over a period of two years,

that she can recell no one by the name of Williem Lee have-

(e

At the San Francisco Police Department it
was determined thet thet Department has a record of more themn
twenty Williem Lees, and it wes impossible, on the information
furnished the San Francisco Bureau 0ffice, to determine any furth-
er information regarding tkis particular individual.

{2- 23277

- CUPIES DESTRUTYTIT .
848 AUGR2T iupd | . - (\

P |

(bﬁhzgﬁ@-),

tion to the effect that oae

)
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HEANDA M FOUSy NO, 04

: - .:’ E )
_;..O]j’ice Memorandum + uNiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

ra

TO . Director, FBI : DATE:  +pril 15, %o
Attention: Identificntinn Jivision
Sinple Fincorprin t. Section

FROM : SAC, Miami
/\

SUBJECT:  TAWTROIY PURPLE. GANG
N T OMAL STOLEM POPERTY ACT

Accordins to information rocelved by the Miami Office, the
following individuals are pressntly mesmbers »7 the notorious JETI0IT

PURPLE GEANG:

HARPY‘T‘LJIQCH R, wasy o2 ’)’P({ ,”
Harry¥Fleisher, Harry\Flaisn,
HaI‘I""“aFldlux-_, Harry Wleieh,

°nry\F inley

hlchlgan utate rO]lCB No. 155743
Detroit FD No., 1615

m..u.\ FLETSHR, wa. VR
Sam\Flelish;
Lflcnl"an State Folice No. 1) whl6

%L‘ABILL\LO.JT" vas, SeC 207
Sam \Xbramourtz 5 joam} .h.lpert
Sam \.ﬁi\wver, San} AbrQmowitz,

Louis

_—

.browitz, Touidh Abrom :.

‘.
LJ ’
Ifichigan State Police No. 32237

h

Petroit PD Mo, 32178

C_Lr.‘\ﬂ.a LLJITrJLt’ ViG . //J( j
Charles {ister;
Xichiran State Police No. 98127

Detroit FD Ho, 32564 RECSRDED [ w— Qqé'?%

1saoons o anrz; /YE /RS & | G & T
Michigan State Folice No. IIEW}LED X )-8 I
Detroit PD No. 21483 D1 e SV 4

voRRIS \RAIDER, va. J 79X

2

£Sm vt

VauriceNiaider; Bl -
liichiran State Police No. 67010 R4 .
Detroit PD No. 10320 ) 2% g
L N
PETER WIOSTOLAKOS, was. FioRress =
PPL\;I‘ “hpo._.tolopqulo leLer\A, ostolaks it
Pete Npostlzs, te‘fimwou telorolos, }' )
PeterN'oulos, Pctermahon , Poban Drown; 1 3
Kichigan Statz Iolice lo. 261)09
Detroit PD Ne. J~28135 3

CNPTRS DESTROYED
S48 AUG27 1964




Sy

Director, FBI

NIKN S ILIK, was., 5 /7765
Hike\Salik, lyr Ps\1 3ellik;

Michitan State Police No. 51876
Detroit PD No., 41572

e X 27T ATT £ gy ? f}
;.,Juu..n \Amb S s Ve JUTg 1 '
DaveXliller;

Mlcnlran State Police Lo. 73310
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