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To advise that Civil Discovery Review Unit (CDRU),

Legal Counsel Division (LCD), has completed reviewing

and processing documents as requested by the Office

Congressional Affairs (OPCA).
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By memorandum dated 9/21/92, from Office of Public and
ssional Services (OPCS) to Mr. Davis,
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SSA ﬁrequested LCD to process files for release to the
Sena Sele Committee on POW/MIA Affairs.
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CDRU caused a search to be made of the Central Records

Systen,

responsive to the Committee’s request and located relevant
documents in HQ-58-11995, WF-58C-2155, WF-58C-~155-Sub C and

HQ-227-188.
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Memorandum from Assistant Director, Legal Counsel to
Inspector-in-Charge, Office of Public and Congressional Affairs
Re: Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs

CDRU reviewed and processed the above files taking
deletions for:

B - Information, the disclosure of which would
tend to reveal the identity of an informant.

D - Information protected under the Grand Jury
Secrecy provision of Rule 6(e) of the Federal
Rules of Criminal Procedure.

F - File numbers which would tend to identify an
informant or an ongoing investigation, or
which are not identifiable without further
research.

K - Information protected under the Attorney-
Client privilege.

M - Information not relevant to the matters at
issue in the litjgation.

O - The identity of another government agency or
law enforcement organization’s personnel who
are in sensitive positions.

P - Information, the disclosure of which would be
an unwarranted invasion of the personal
privacy of an individual not party to the
litigation.

On 10/5/92, three redacted copies of HQ-58-11995;
WF-58C-2155, Volumes 1-3; WF-58C-155-5 C, Volumes 1 and 2; and
HQ-227-188-4 were delivered to SSA& Office of Public and
Congressional Affairs (OPCA), for review and release.
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Mr. Davis, LCD was reguested to process FBI records on the

subject or release to the Committee.
Responsive documents were located in HQ files 65-78753

and 12-13298. CDRU reviewed and processed the relevant documents
in the above files taking deletions for:

=
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A - Information which is properly classified

nursuant tn Fyerutive Order.
pursuant to kxecutive Order.

B - Information, the disclosure of which would
tend to reveal the identity of an informant.
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Memorandum from Assistant Director, Legal Counsel to
Inspector-in-Charge, Office of Public and Congressional Affairs
Re: Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs

G - Information, the disclosure of which would
tend to jeopardize an ongoing investigation.

M - Information not relevant to the matters at
issue in the litigation.

1583 and HQ-12-13298-1 were delivered to SSA PCA, for

review and release, -

On 10/20/93, three redacted copies ii ii—65-78753-1578,

Attached for record purposes are one redacted copy of
the above listed documents; the original Document Classification
Unit, IMD, classification addenda; the original CDRU worksheets
and supplemental review sheets; and a copy of the deletion codes

utilized. E'O! 2_(2]2’,2’
L1C



4-742 {Rev 2-15-50)

MEMORANDUM Tt0: 0 chief, Operations Section
Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)

Request of:

Subject:

FOIPA #:
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A chief, civil Discovery Review Unit EOlagia-=-

Civil suit:
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File #:
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4.743a (Rev 5-4-83)
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4-742 (Rev. 2-15-90)

MEMORANDUM T0:[J chief, Operations Section
Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIFA)

Request of:

Subject:

FOIPA #:

FOI Analyst:

Chief, Civil scwery Review Unit
Civil suit:

Subject:

File #: A~ 7L

ADDENDUM: Document Classification Appeals and Affidavits Uni
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Team Captain:
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Time Expended: —_
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4.743a (Rev 5-4-83)
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4 742 (Rev 2-15-90)

MEMORANDUM T10: 0 chief, Operations Section

Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIFPA)

Request of:

Subject:

FOIPA #:

f/OIPA Analyst:
Chief, Civil Discovery Review Unit

Civil Suit:

Subject:
File #:
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ADDENDUM: pocument Classification Appeals and Affidavits Unit

gol2siz-2
B1e

Team Captain:

AT TMTATHATION CONTATNDY Reviewer:

RN S LR S § 33

TUIT L0 hslqs (579803 Extension: A2 Cﬂ
fM £0138la "%wlmlﬁ Room: /,._1492

Addendum Date: W/QA/?‘.?

Time Expended:

FBI/DO1



4-742 (Ruv. 2-15-90)

MEMORANDUM 10:J chief, Operations Section

Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)

Request of:

Subject:

FOIPA #:

FOIPA Analyst:

ra} Chief, Civil Discovery Review Unit
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File #: &40 - IS il
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4-742 [Ruv. 2-15-50)

MEMORANDUM T10: 1 chief, Operations Section
Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)

Request of:

Subiect:

FOIPA #:

FOIPA Analyst:

4} Chief, Civil biscovery Review Unit
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4-742 (Rev 2-15-90)

MEMORANDUM 10: [0 chief, Operations Section
Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)

Request of:

Subject:

FOIPA #:

FOIPA Analyst:

B/ Chief, Civil Discovery Review Unit
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File #:
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4-742 (Rev, 2-15-90)

MEMORANDUM 710: (] chief, Operations Section

Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)
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743 (Rev 9-2-81)
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4-743a (Rev 5-4-83)
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(5} foreign relations or foreign activibes of the United States: (B} cryptology
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4-742 [Rev. 2-15-90}

MEMORANDUM T0: 0 chief, Operations Section

Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)
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FOIPA #:
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4.743a {Rev 5-4.83)

PAGE
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4-742 (Rev. 2-15-90)

MEMORANDUM T10: ] chief, Operations Section
Re: Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)

Recquest of:

Subject:

FOIPA #:

FOIPA Analyst:

[E/:hief, Civil Discovery Review Unit

Civil suit:
Subject:
File #:

ADDENDUM: Document Classification Appeals and Affidavits
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(Rev. 7/30/92)
Memorandum

To :  Unit Chie Date / _
Document ssification Unit, IMD C{ _‘,I /C{Z_
Foem :  Unit Chief

Civil Discovery Review Unit, 1CD

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MIA AFF
-FOR FILE INFORMATIQ ING i
(58-HQ-11995) AND -HQ-76)

BUDED: _ ASAP - EOR%I2-2

Sahject :

RE: ' b'?(
COMMENTS : ]
The below-"isted files are attached for review:
FIIE NUMBE-
53-1199S oec k
25 Tl =e b\
5% 2153 ek, |

vme v s Tt DN

L I g ‘
o 1olie]e3 t::'ﬁgo” ,

i €018 fowjmia

After reviewing these records to determine if classification

is presentl anter, return this form and records to CDRU,
Attentio&_. Room _ 5442 , Extension  3482.
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(Pev. 7/30/92)
- Memorandum

I\

To : i Chi X

Document df‘gsification Unit, IMD

Date ?[/ ZZ .r/ (/2

From . Unit Chief
Civil Discovery Review Unit, ICD

Subject :

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/
-FOR FILE INFORMATI

FE_ N _11o0cKN AR 1Y

150 A 56
Len- SO

BUDED: ASAP

RE: i () \
S EO D yj2-2
COMMENTS ¢
b
The below-listed files are attached for review:
FILE NUMBER SUBJECT

s%(, - 2155 NS 3 Y

mllShS 51 ‘1903
,auzopm.. pPowmify

After reviewing these records to determine if classification

‘is presently warranter, return this form and records to CDRU,
Attention » Room _ 5442 , Extension _ 3487.

L 174-1-
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Memorandum
i\s f\“ I
I
To  :  ynit chief Dre 1 L' /f] -
Document Classification Unit, IMD -
From : Unit Chief ‘

Civil Discovery Review Unit, LCD

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MI
-FOR FILE INFORMATION RE _
(58-HQ-11995) AND (256-HQ-76)

BUDED: ASAP

Sahject :

COMMENTS:

The below-listed files are attached for review:

5402155 o € Nl | “

£012912- 2
bl &

After reviewing these records to determine if classification

is presently warranter, return this form and records to CDRU,
Attention —__, Room _ 5442 , Extension _ 3482.
" oloR3 5 §9’
puto whi- POWIMI

FRL/DOJ



(Revised 9/9/92)

Memorandum % f

To Unit Chiefl&m Date IO/S/
Document CYa%sifica Unit, IMD

From Unit Chief

Civil Discovery Review Unit, LCD

Subject :
SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS

Lew E&6°0

BUDED: ,q

[ ]

cOl2%12-2.

|

COMMENTS ¢ Li/?(:/

The below-listed files are attached for review:

FILE NUMBER SUBJECT

\Z‘HG,‘BZQ% - | % S
(o5 - KRG - TRTS3_ 1533 secd 25
S - W KIS \3T7Y k. 25

R N R

RRSIE

|el\5’l¢}3‘ '}319‘?
pu 01281~ HDWimia

After reviewing these records to determine if classification

is presentl eturn this form records to CD
. Attention “, Room 223 __=2%%4  Extension - 5282

L) RPg-1-N)]



Memorandum -

A
To i | Unit Chief ///ﬁ /
Document Classifitation Upit, C? _;ZJ /(?ZL
. d '

From : Unit Chief
Civil Discovery Review Unit, 1CD

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MLA AFF
-FOR FILE INFORMATLON REGARDING
(58-HQ-11995) AN 6-HQ-

LON GEEPD

Sabject :

BUDED: ASAP

COMMENTS : EO[2S12- 2.

o?

™

The below-listed files are attached for review:

FILE NUMBER
58-S eck .
256- T wec k|
58 -215s  weck. |

e
A g01agi> - AWM

After reviewing these records to determine if classification

* is presently w return this form and records to CDRU,
Attentiow__, Room _ 5442 , Extension _ 3482.

TR/ D0,
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Memorandum
(I

To Unit ChieéN'L Date / /
. Document Classifi on Unit, IMD —q— --‘21 ?Z

From : Unit Chief
Civil biscovery Review Unit, ILCD

Sobiect :
SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS

-FOR FILE INFORMATIO
(58-BQ-11995) AND

BUDED:  ASAP

RE: T
COMMENTS : €Ol d\2- 2 .
s
The below-listed files are attached for review:
EJLE NUMBER SUBJECT

5% -1NAAS ek
) Yo- Tle =eck |
R

58 -2155 oeck |

P

%

g ?‘i'

. After reviewing these records to determine if classification
+ is presen eturn this form and records to CDRU,
Attention . Room 5442 , Extension ___3482.
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(Rev. 7/30/92)

Memorandum
\.‘ - "
To Unit Chief Date Aﬁ/{?é”'
Document CYassification Unit, IMD
From Unit Chief
Civil Discovery Review Unit, 1cD lco lL%“" Zz
’1C/
Subject
SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/M FFAIRS ST
FOR FILE INFORMATI
(58-HQ-11995) AND =H0-
BUDED ASAP
RE:
COMMENTS:

The below-listed files are attached for review:

FILE NUMBER SUBJECT
K- 22711/ — Ao 08 BFrpeRS
~@ Hovs -c#/ me
€012 512 -
[2 512~ bl

After reviewing these records to determine if classification
is prese ter, return this form and records to CDRU,
Attenti » Room _ 5442 , Extension 3482.
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e Q—iﬁn il 4 ﬁvl\v oo ~r v‘n\'v\r-'\'\:\h*‘ *

dLilh o J..jltak. Wilh\ld iS DpCL _} 1 D:?.LL.LCU WL oWl s
Executive Order, The disclosure of which cculd reascnably be
expected to cause damage to the national security or the
conduct of the Government's internaticnal relaticns.

]

T

information, the disclosure of which would tend to reveal
the 1dent1t} of an informant

Information obtained from & foreign government or
international organization where there is an agreement or
[

oAl ot e o PRS-l
unders.anulng that the information received will be tres

confidentially.,

~rl
T

Information protected under the Grand Jury Secrecy prevision
Rule ¢6{e) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

Information, the disclosure of which would tend to identify
a scurce of infermation, where confidentiality is expressed
or implied.

T4 mhaveo - d LN am

File nurbers which would tend to identif Iy an inforr
ongoing investigation, or which are not identifia
further research. File numbers and listed subjects where
the status of the case cannot be determined without further
research.

e Ch

Informaticn, the disclosure cf which weuld tend to
jecpardize an ongoing investigation.

Information, the disclosure cof which weuld tend to

compronise the effectiveness of an investigative method or
technigue

Inforrmation, the disclesure of which weuld divulge opinions,
recommendations, and advice generated in the decisicn-making
process of the Government.

Irforraticn, the disclosure of which is prohik

ited
Federal statute (with citation tc the appropriate

by

A
:‘ut—e, .

b

3
Information protected under the attcrney-client priviiege.,

Information or material protected under the attorney work
product privilege.

Information which is not relevant to the matters at issue in
the litigation.
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N.

Information originating with ancther Government agency which
must be referred to that agency for review. The use of this
code does not waive any applicable codes which may be
applied by the originating agency.

The idertity of another Government agency or law enforcement
crganizaticn's personnel whe are in sensitive positions,

Information, the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted
invasion of the personal privacy of an individual not party
te the litigation.






File number WFO 58C=-2155-Sub C, volume 2, consisting
of Serial 20, dated 12/22/88, has been deleted in its entirety
for "M%, information which is not relevant to the matters at
issue. [This information has only been reviewed for the "M"

code at this time.)
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-rEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

[J Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a

O (o)1) O (b)7)A) O @)3)
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O (b)(7)(D) O )

O (b)(7XE) O 03

O (b)7)E) O %))
O (o)) O (oX®) O (k)5)
O (6)(5) 0 ®x) O )6
O (b)6) O (kX7

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
reguest.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

oo

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

é Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[0 For your information;

M The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

” - - 20
).$.0.9.9.9.6.9.0.6.0.0.0.0.0.00.6.90.0.64
X DELETED PAGE(S) X
:9.9.8.9.0.¢ X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
XXXXXX X  FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX ):9,0.9,0.9.0.6.9.9.0.9.9.0.0.9.0.0.6 9964
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serial(s) _/7- 20 _, dated 13/20(/gy - Ljinjsf
is/are being deleted in its entirety for "M", infermation which
is not relevant to the matters at issue. [This information

has only been reviewed for the "M" code at this time.)
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‘ Pagels) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.
- /
Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a

O o)) O (6)7)A) 0 (@xs)
O (b)2) O (b)7)(B) O ()2
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O (0)(7)F) O (k)4)
O (b)) O (6)X®) O x5
O ()3) O ®)X9) O (k)6)
O ®)6) 0 (k)(7)

(1 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request.

(] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[J Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

%Fm your information: _(-:OLZS “——' 2-

XThe following number is to be used for reference regarding these papes:
4 - ¢ .
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Serial(s) ‘ - M)(

, dated 3/99/87 — (p/3/ 87

is/are being deleted in Its entirety for "M", information which
is not relevant to the matters at issue. [This information

has only been reviewed for the "M" code at this time.]
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

i Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion,

PO A, e T I

the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material

Deletions were made pursuant to
available for release to you.

Section 552 Section 532a

O by O )7)A) O (dx5)
O (b)2) O (b)7)B) O GX2)
O (b)3) X oo O

O (eX7XD) O &x2)

O (bX7XE) O (k)3)

O ®X7XF) O (kx4)
O (b)4) O bX8) O (x)5)
O (b)(5) O (b)9) O (kxe)
O (b)(6) O (kx7)

[ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request,

(] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[} Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following. reason(s):

\I&’ For your information: _E.O (2Rt -2
/

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

b2 A - B - 1@3(97{00 - 13

X DELETED PAGE(S) X

).9.0.4.9.0.4 X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
000X X FOR THIS PAGE X
)9.8.0.0.4 ¢ p00.0.0.0.0.00.006.06006900¢0

- FBI/DOJ

s )

-~



SENATE SELECT COMMITTE
ON

POW/MIA AFFAIRS

. cOlri2 -2
FILE Numeer_H& 124229Y -/ e | s

ALL INFORYATTON CONTAINED

BITTIN IS UNCUARSIFIED
AT 05|93 BY .1?9,3’

U m‘: fowmi
RELEASE COPY %

F\\ <

L

¢
<
v




4-750 (Rev. 12-14-88) XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XAHXXX
-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

G Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

MDeletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a

LJ (b)) £l (b)(7XA) L1 (dxs)
LJ (b)(2) Bl (b)7)B) O ()2
O (b)3) y’(b)(v)(C) O k)X
(b)(7)D) O (kX2)

L1 (bXTXE) O (k)3)

[ (b)7)(F) O (k)4)

O (b)) L1 (b)38) LI (kX5)
O (b)) O ®)9 O (k)6)
O (b)(6) O (k)7

L] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your

request.
(] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[J Documents originated with another Government agency(ies)., These documents were referred
to that agency{ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation

th thao Athar anoan~yfine
Wllll. LIl Ul“Cl ascu\.yucaj

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s)

yFor your information: €@ Ugg [2e = 2~

.0:8.0.0.0.9.9.0.0.0.0.9.0.9.66.06600.¢
X DELETED PAGE(S) X
XXX X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
XXXXXX X  FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX )9:9.0.6.9.6.0.6.0.0.8.9.0.0,0.0.9.0,9.0.0.4

FBI/DOJ



Page (s) €¢ C‘ of serizl
been deleted for the followirg reasm(s):

!

M. E

have




4-750 (Rev. 12-14-88) " ),9.9.9.9.0.4
AXXXX
XHAXXX
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIFPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

9\ Page(s) withheld entirely at this Iocation in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

MDe]etions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section_ 552 Section 552a
[ by O ®m)7xa) L1 @5
O ()2 LI (e)(7)(B) O (@)
O (b)3) )i( (BXTHC) O kX1
0 (b)(7)D) 0 (k)2)
O ®)(7T)(E) O x)3)
O (bX7)F) O kx4
O (b)}4) D (bx8) 3 (kx(5)
O ()5 0 (bX9) O X6
L3 (b)6) O k)7
[ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference 1o you or the subject of your
reques
(] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.
] Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred

to that agencyv(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Prowoa e e omanien Tornfshed by anorther Government szoneaies). Yoo ail! be
advised by wne Bl as 1o the releasability of this informaucn {ollowing our convuitation
with the other agency{ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

ﬁ]—"or vour information: EQ ‘Z:gl?_ - 2—-

ks

e the b T e . ¢horenoe Teg:
62A -4 Q- 1036360 - 1Ig WM
PO 000009 0005008000804
X DELETED PAGE(S) X
XXXKAX X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
XXKXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X
XAXXXX ).9.6.0.0.0.¢.0.0.0.0.0.0.99.9.¢,$.9.0.0.¢.¢

FBI/DOJ






File number wFQSSC-&ISS_, uol I consisting
of serial(s) [&]- 2l , dated u[gﬂi’i-sm %7 has been deleted
in its entirety for "M", information which is not relevant to the

matters at issuwe. [This information has only been reviewed for

the "M" code at this time.)]



i T

g

o

e

s B g

..,r\t_tf 33

A

oo NOMBER LSEQ SYC-21SS NV 2 ¢

L
PO

LAt I RgE
oy

- . : S

. ALL INFORMATION CONTATNED
“HFRETN IS UNCLASSTFIED
paTERliS|q%  BY




NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES

1608 K STREET, NW., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006  (202) 223-8846

OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

ALT o0t Lyala TN C"-’NLAINED
NP A22IF
_ Dh—(waf 9
Dctober 6, 1987 : NEWSLETTER :60

E0|2%12- 2~

VESSEY-NIEN MEET IN NEW YORK: On September 25th, Presidential Emissary General
John Vessey, Jr., met in New York with Vietnamese Deputy Foreign Minister Nguyen
Dy Nien, As in August, the delegation included NSC, State, DOD and League
representatives, To quote from General Vessey's September 30th testimony
before congress, "We each outlined the steps taken to address each side's
humanitarian concerns. It is only fair to say that each of us wants the other
to move faster.” This brief statement accurately portrays the discussions held
to follow up earlier negotiations and agreements reached.

REMAINS RETURNED: On September 24th, Vietnam turned over to U.S. officials in
Hanoi three remains believed to be those of Americans. Tentative
identifications were provided, and the families were notified in accordance with
current U.S. Government po11cy During the Subcommittee hearing on September
30th, General Vessey stated that this return was encouraging in that the
tentative identifications given indicate that these 3 were among the 224 case
narratives turned over to the Vietnamese in conjunction with his visit in early
August. In addition, the Vietnamese provided circumstantial information
regarding the individuals concerned. The 3 remains are now at the CIL
undergoing the identification process.

INFORMATION AVAILABLE: Under the full disclosure policy in effect since 1982,
next-of-kin may call the Service Casualty Office to determine when your
relative's case file narrative has been presented to Vietnam, Laos or Cambodia.
This includes the recent Vessey Mission., Despite initial Pentagon confusion
transmitted to the Casualty Offices, there has been no change in policy. Some
family members do not wish to be notified unless there is a substantive change
in status; therefore, notification is not automatic, and family members must
initiate the request. Case file narratives have consistently been turned over
during meetings with the Vietnamese and Lao.

TWO MEETINGS OF EYPERTS HELD IN HANOI: Ac aareed hetwoen Prasidential Emigsarv

Vi WY T T W =311 !— 'uu Twor LR R A LI |

General Vessey and Vietnamese Vice Premier Thach, two teams of American and
Vietnamese experts met in Hanoi August 25-28th. The POW/MIA technical team was
comprised of Joint Casualty Resolution Center (JCRC) and Central Identification
Laboratory (CIL) personnel, led by LTC Joe Harvey, USA. The POW/MIA teamn was
informed that the three rema1ns, referenced above, had been recovered and «gguld
be returned to the United States.

The other team was led by Dr. Carl Savory, noted orthopaedic surgeon from the
Hughston Medical Clinic in Georgia, Fred Downs, Veterans Administration expert
on prosthetics and rehabilitation, plus Or. Larry Ward, representing
non-governmental, humanftarian organizations. This team met with their
Vietnamese counterparts to study the problem of Vietnamese disabled and has now
completed their report to the US Government, After obtaining additional
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TASK FQRCE Ré?ORTS FINDINGS ON HENDON'S ALLEGATIONS
: 012812 2

Washington, D.C.: The House Task force on American Prisgners and
Missing in Southeast Asia has ccrmpleted its {nvestigaticn into
charges made by former Memter of Congress, William Herdon, who alles
that there is a government cover-yp of fnformation pertaining to 144
Americans in Southeast Asia.

The Chairman of the House Task Force, Representative Benjamin
A. Giiman (NY-22) said that aftier "thorough re;}ew of more than eigk
case files cited by Mr. Hendon as providing proof of live Americans,
the Task Force concludes that there is no government cover-up of
information on live prisoners.” The Task Force reviewed documents
that Mr. Hendon referred to while he served as an ex-of¥icio member
of the House Task Force,.and as a cansultant to the Departaent of De
after he left Congress in 1882. In addition to these documents that
Mr. Hencon mace reference to in his aITeéations. the f:ZK Ferca requ
any follow-up inte]ligence'on thcse cases and any ad®tional report
which pertained to }ive sightings. | '

"While the Task Force did not find that any government2l agenci
were purposely ﬁuvering up information on live Americans,” Gilman sa
that "we discovered that in some instances, espézially in the past,

government agencies exhibited a less than perfect track record follg

through on the POW/ MIA issue." In previous years, Rep. Gilman said

2160 Rayburn Building, Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-3776
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"DIA was understaffed, had little direction from the top, and tried
to do as best'they could with their limited personnel, resources and
equipment. These jmpediments to progress have now been corrected, and

the Task Force is pleiased to report that the Defense Intelligence Agency

undertakes its mission seriously, and is allocating proper resources to

its mission. DIA has now put the intelligence aspects of the POW/ MIA 5
issue back on track.” —
Gilman said that the Task Force recognized that the Defense
Intelligence Agency was only one of several agencies involved in the
government's overall responsibility for the POW/ MIA issue. As
part of the Hendon investigation, the Task Force examined the roles
of other agencies including the Department of State and the National
Security Council to ascertain their responsiveness to the issue,
both in the past and at the present time.
The Task Force also extended its investigation to include some
concrete recommendations for further improvements in the government's
approach to the POW/ MIA issue "in an effort to keep our government
. . e 8
agencies working at full capacity and with full awareness of the gravity
of the POW/ MIA issue."
In response to the specific charges that Mr. Hendon made concerning
. d
the suppression of information on live Americans, the Task Force concludes:
1) In many instances, Mr. Hendon did not have access to the follow-uo
intelligence files which spelled out in detail the specific actions
undertaken by the Defense Intelligence Agency and other agencies
responsible for such follow-up. Mr. Hendon, who had a SECRET
¢learance wnile serving as a consultant to DoD, viewed a limited
number of documents out of the context of their full case files,
and in a number of instances, made judgements based on unprocessed,
or ‘raw' data. Some of the Members of our Task Force commented

ghqt'without the follow-up data, and with access limited to only
initial and unprocessed reports, it could readily be concluded
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that our government was not following up on these reports.

‘However, the follow-up data clarified the extent of the

governmental agencies' follow-up.

While the Task Farce did not always agree on the
extensiveness of the follow-up undertaken by DIA, the
Task Force was generaily satisfied that all options
available to DIA were exercized in these cases.

Mr. Hendon was provided with several options for the presentation
of his 'case’ to the Task Force. The Task Force offered Mr. Hendem
an opportunity to provide his concerns in writing, and further
offered him the opportunity to appear in person before the Task
Force in a formal, closed hearing. The closed hearing format

was required by the Task Force because of the sensitive nature

of the classified information which could be disctussed by

Mr. Hendon and the Task Force. Mr. Hendon demanded an open
hearing, an option which was not conducive to an in-depth

analysis of the cases cited by Mr. Hendon.

The Task Force agreed that continual oversight of the agencies’

work on the FOW/ MIA issue must continue, and the Task Force

has prepared specific recommendations which should be undertaken

by the Defense Intelligence Agency, the Department of State, and

the Department of Defense to ensure that the issue remains the

highest national priority.Included are these recommendations

which will be discussed by the Inter-Agency Group {IAG): -

e The Defense Intelligence Agency should again evaluate

its manring needs in the Washington area and in the
field to ensure timely analysis and evaluation of

: live sighting reports, and to clear up any backlog

. of polygrapns and crash site/ gravesite reports.

|

e DIA should encourage the use of native Vietrnamese
and Laotian suppart staff to assist in the administratio
of polygraphs and to provide the analysts with assistanc
in cultural and language capabilities. The Defense
Intelligence Agency is presently unable to fully
utilize some talented and dedicated Asian personnel
because of the high level of cldarance necessary
for DIA work, -

o OIA should make a more concerted effort to aggressively
- publicize what they are doing---and what they have
accomplished---on the POW/ MIA issue.

) e The Department of State shouid continue to keep the
resolution of the POW/ MIA issue its high priority
in dealing with the Vietnamese and Laotian governments,
and other governments of Southeast Asia.
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o An effort should be made by the Task Force to meet
again with the Vietnamese Foreign Minister at the
United Nations General Assembly later this year to
discuss progress on the POW/ MIA issue, and how both
nations can work together towards a resalutian of this
humanitarian issue.

Chairman Gilman said that the Task Force will continue to support the
Department of State's high lTevel of activity an the PQW/ MIA is§ue, particularly
in discussions with ASEAN natfons and allfes. The Task Force agreed that the
State Department ”has come & long way since the headlong rush towards normalizazgg
of relations” which occurred during the late 1970's.

Gilman said that he and the Task Force "feel confideht that our investigation
has been a worthwhile endeavor. However, it is critical to recognize the dangers"
in continually reviewing past progress on this issue---it creates a fealing
of discouragement to dwell on the mistakes that have been made in past years.

We have assurances now frcm the President that this issue is one of highest
national priority---and we have no reason to doubt that. Now we find that
our President, Secretary of State, Secretary of Defense, our Vice President
and cther government officials are speaking frequeﬁtly and positively about
the P04/ MIA issue.”

“So often in this issue, we have been fighting the Vietn;m Naf gver ang ?
over again. We cannot afford to fight it on two fronts---attacking the governments
of Incochina, and at the same time attacking our government at a time when this
Administration has given the POW/ MIA issue the highest national priority. anally
we must present a unified front while negotiating for information on live American:
and remains, and we must continue to remember that the Indochinese éovernments
have the information on our missing Americans, and that it takes a firm, persistéhi
American gavernment to successfully approach those governmeﬁts.“

“let us rededicate ourselves to work together in a determined effort to

obtain the fullest possible accounting for our missing. We can do no less for thns
who gave sO much---and may yet be doing so,” concluded Gilman.
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RESOLUTION OF INQUIRY CONCERNING AMERICAN
PRISONERS OF WAR IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

Srrrempea 10, 1985 —Ordered to be printed

Mr. HamiLtoN, from the Permanent Select Committee on
) Intelligence, submitted the following

ADVERSE REPORT

{To accompany H. Res. 226 which on July 17, 1985 was referred jointly to the
Commitiees on Armed Services and [ntelligence)

The Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. to whom was
referred the resolution (H. Res. 226) directing the Secretary of Dz
fense to furnish certain information to the House of Representa-
tives relating to American prisoners of war in Southeast Asia,
having considered the same, report unfavorably thereon and rec-
ommend that the resolution do not pass.

COMMITTEE ACTION

On July 17, 1985, House Resolution 226 was introduced by the
Honorable William M. Hendon and referred jointly to the Commit-
tee on Armed Services and the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence. The resolution directs the Secretary of Defense to fur-
nish to the House. not later than ten days following adoption of the
resclution. full and complete information regarding all Defense In-
telligence Agency case files and analyses concerning regorts of live
Americans in Southeast Asia from March 23, 1977 t%e date of
the adoption of the resolution. . _ )

Upon the introduction of the resciution, the Committes.staff was
directed to meet with appropriate officials of the Defensp Intelli-
gence Agency 1o assess the manning, funding, methodology, gnd op-
erations of the DIA's POW/MIA Division. The Committee sth{f was
also tasked to assess the ‘professionahsm and quality of the Divi-
sion’s finished analyses of POW/MIA-related intelligence, In par-
ticular, the staff examined a representative sampling of POW/MIA
“live sighting” files. Finally, the staff examined DIA security plo-
cedures and practices in responding to Congressional requests for -
information concerning POW/MIA matters.

51008 O I
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At his request, the staff also met with the sponsor of the resolu-
tion, Mr. Hendon, to receive his evaluation of DIA's performance
and capabilities with regard to live s;?hting cases. Finally, the staff
met with the Honorable Gerald B.H. Solomon. Chairman of the
Task Force on American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia.

On September 5, the Committee conducted a hearing in execu-
tive session to hear from officials of the Defense Intelligence
Agency, from the Honorable Stephen J. Solarz, Chairman of the -
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs, from ;
the Honorable Gerald B.H. Solmon. a member of the Subcommittee p
and the Chairman of the Task Force, and from the Honorable Ben-
jamin A. Gilman, Vice Chairman and formeriy Chairman of the

ask Force. After hearing the testimony of these withesses and
their responses to Members' questions, the Committee ordered the
resolution reported adversely.

BACKGROUND 3

The Committee's understanding of the concern which underlies
the introduction of House Resolution 226 is that free and conven-
ient access bgow Member of the House to the files of the DIA live
sightings of 's and MIA’s in Southeast Asia convince Members
of the House that there were Americans being held prisoner in
Southeast Asia and pursuade them there was an institutional bias
at DIA against accepting this fact. The method for achieving these
ends would be to require the transfer of DIA's live sighting files to
the House. In so long, the resolution would bypass the mechanism
of the Task Force and its sponsor, the Subcommittee on Asian and
Pacific Affairs, together with the security procedures and working
relationship that those bodies had developed with the DIA for the
oversight and review of DIA activities,
The Committee reviewed in detail the role of the Task Force on
American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia. The Task
Force, as indicated above, operates under the aegis of the Subcom-
mittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs of the Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee. The Task Force has the principle responsibility {or overseeing
the work of the intelligence community in handling POW/MIA
cases-~work for which the DIA is the lead agency. The Task Force
is made up of interested members of the Foreign Affairs and of any
other Members of the House interested in the POW/MIA issue. - -
The Task Force may review the file of any POW/MIA case and .
question DIA officials concerning it. Hearing and = na power
are held by the Subcommittee, which sponsors regulafigearings on
POW/MIA developments and frequent and thorough mination
by the Task Force of DIA files. In addition, the Task Force prompt-
ly investigates all allegations and issues concerning POW/MIA
matters as they arise. For instance, the Task Force in 1984 i ti- '
gated the claim of the sponsor of the resolution, Mr. Hendéxy, t -
there had been a cover-up of information of live prisoners in Soufh-
east Asia. That review covered some 80 case files cited by Mr.
Hendon. The conclusion of the Task Force was that there had been
no government coverup. The Task Force also said that li’t;}enerally 6y
satisfied that all options available to DIA were exercised” in the
cases which it reviewed. The Task Force also made suggestions for
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improvements in DIA capabilities and practices. These recommen-
dations were adopted. . .

DIA testimony and that of the Congressional witnesses estab-
lished that the policy of the Administration assumes at ieast some
Americans are still held captive in Southeast Asia. Intelligence col-
lection priorities and DIA resource allocations are the highest ever
assigned to the POW/MIA topic. DIA eiforts are directed at impar-
tial assessments of live sighting cases based on a full range of intel-
ligence collection activities. DIA's POW/MIA Division personnel,
most of whom are Vietnam veterans, thoroughly investigate and
cross reference each report. No live sighting case is closed, regard-
less of its classification as resolved or unresolved.

It is the policy of the DIA to respond to the request of any
Member of the House for information on POW/MIA cases. DIA
provides briefings and permits the review of materials under cir-
cumstances which protect the classified intelligence information
from which they are derived. All the Confrmiona.l witnesses
stated unequivocally that DIA had responded fully and without ex-
ception to all requests from the Task Force and Subcommittee for
information on all POW/MIA matters. It was also the testimony of
these witnesses that the Subcommittee and the Task Force believed
strongly in the need to protect classified inteiligence files and con-
ducted their proceedings in a manner that ensured this end. At the
same time, witnesses made clear that all cases where DIA believed
there was unresolved live sightings were briefed not only to the
Task Force and Subcommittee but also to the National League of
Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Aasia.

The Committee was greatly impressed by the amount of work
done by the Task Force, particularly its operational philosophy of
leaving no stone unturned in its review of POW/MIA matters and
its unequivocal rejection of suggestions that there had been a
cover-up within the Administration or DIA of credible information
about Americans held prisoner in Southeast Asia. Either the Sub-
committee or the Task Force have conducted a total of 41 hearings
with 101 witnesses, producing 2,409 pages of testimony on POW/
MIA matfers, since the fall of Vietnam and Loas and Cambodia.
The Committee believes that the work of the Task Force, which is
{_?rgely unsung and often protracted, deserves the thanks of the

ouse.

In addition to making a very positive assessment about the dili-
gence and effectiveness of Task Force oversight of DIA and intelli-
gence community performance on POW/MIA matters, the Commit-
tee also examined the alternate framework which would be estab-
lished h{Athe resolution of inquiry for Congressional review of
POW/MIA live sighting cases. The Committee determined that the
effect of the resolution would be to bypass the Task Force amd the
Subcommittee. The resolution provided no security framework for
the appropriate handling and storage of DIA files. The Commitse
considers this deficiency to be a significant one. POW/MIA caste
involves not only legitimately classified inteiligence information
but information affecting the privacy of the families of those who
are unaccounted for in Southeast Asia. Such information requires
rigorous, systematic protaction.
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The Committee's review convinced Members that both the Task

Force and the Subcommittee conduct careful and adequaie over-
sight of POW/MIA matters. The Committee's examination, its reg-
ular review of DIA activities, and the Task Force's judgment on
DIA performance on POW/MIA matters convinces the Committee
that DIA performa unbiased, professional, and thorough analyses of
POW/MIA live sighting cases. Finally, the Committee concluded
that the aiternative offered by the resolution of inquiry posed im-
portant security problems and a lack of guidance for House review
of POW/MIA live sighting files. In view of these conclusions, the

Committee voted to report H. Res. 226 adversely.

COMMITTEE POSITION
On September 5, 1985, the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, a quorum being present, ordered the resolution reported
adversely by voice vote.

S e " e & !
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With respect to clause 2(1¥3%A) of rule XI of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Committee's findings and recommendations con-
cerning House Resolution 226 are contained in the body of this
report.

FISCAL YEAR COST PROJECTIONS

With tespect to clause 2(1X3XA) of rule XI of the House of Repre-
sentatives and section 308(a) of the Congressional Budget Act of
1874, Ehxs resolution does not provide new budget authority or tax
expenaitiires.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE ESTIMATE

With respect to clause 21X3XA) of rule XI of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Committee has received no report from the Congres-
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON covmuwu‘r OPERATIONS
With respTect to clause 2(IXIAD) of rule XI of the Heouse of Repre-

sentatives, the Committee has not received a report from the Com-;

mittee on Government Operations pertaining to the subiect of this
resolution.
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information on the prosthetics situation in Vietnam, a report will be issued by
the USG to American non-governmental organizations (NGO s). Any decision to
assist Vietnam in meeting prosthetics needs will be made independent of the USG,

and no official funds will be involved.

AFTERMATH OF VESSEY MISSION: Following on the heels of the two technical
sessions held in Hanoi, the NEW YORK TIMES mistakenly reported that the US
Government intended to provide humanitarian assistance to Vietnam in exchange
for cooperation in resolving the POW/MIA issue. They also reported that the US
intended to tift the trade embargo as part of.the process. This September 6th
report is untrue; however, there was significant reaction since the NEW YORK
TIMES is read widely for information on international relations. The State
Department issued a correction, part of which was carried the next day in the
NEW YORK TIMES. A UPI release noted that Vietnam is covered under the US
Trading with the Enemy Act which forbids all imports and exports except for
certain humanitarian aid that must be author1zed by specific government

11 g Fhatk 1HEC Twnas .1 mmar mlam mmmbdbhds ;Ln u-._.:h
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US currency to Vietnam.

Asean Reaction: The Foreign Minister of Singapore was misquoted initially as
opposed to what was reported as official US Government humanitarian aid to the
Vietnamese, Having obtained the full text of his remarks, it is clear that he
considered private (NGO) humanitarian assistance as “not out of line with our
(ASEAN) approach to the whole question of aid“ to Vietnam. The Thai and

Indonesian governments also reacted by stating that pr1vate humanitar1an

cedieda ammantahla thaimh Avmmacscdnn ~Aamesmen [ "y
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humanitarian private aid, strengthens the Vietnamese economy, thus enabling
continued military occupation of Cambodia. Thai press coverage also referred to
General Vessey's promise that "The US will not do anything to weaken ASEAN's
position on Kampuchea (Cambadia).”

Editorials which appeared in ASEAN media also questioned why the US would permit
Vietnam to "exploit" the POW/MIA issue. An editorial in Singapore's STRAIGHTS
TIMES stated, "The US, by allowing private organizations to help Vietnam in

; .
exchange for Cﬂﬂpﬁrat1en on the MIA issue, has given Hanoi cause to believe that

such callous, cynical manipulation pays." They further noted that "Hanoi is
perfectly capable of handing over token MIA remains and inducing false
expectations before it suddenly demands a higher price for further cooperation.
There can be no better time to effect such a scheme than the run-up to the US
presidential elections, where candidates wanting to come out looking good on the
MIA issue may well concede to Vietnam's demands. What then will become of
ASEAN's policy of isolating Vietnam internationally until it withdraws from
Cambodia, a pelicy the US says it supports?”

Comment: [t is critical that current US policy to resolve the POW/MIA issue not

conflict with or undermine ASEAN policy on Cambodia. The prompt reactions by

leading ASEAN nations demonstrate the sensitivity of perceived concessians to
Vietnam in exchange for POW/MIA cooperation. Other concerns include: -

e

- Equating US attention {much less assistance) to the problem of Vietnambse

disabled as any form of “reparations" to war victims or those injured by

US weapons could easily cause negative reaction in America, even

dlcancnrlaf1nn from the in!*laflun
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- Portrayal of POW/MIA families as irrational, unrealistic and never to be
satisfied, discredits legitimate pursuit of answers based on knowledge
available.

- Permitting an erroneous public perception that US concern for Vietnamese
handicapped/disabled is a sell-out of US honor or the "noble cause" for
which our men were sent to war and became missing.

[t is also critical to the success of the Vessey initiative that the American
people have a clear understanding of commitments made, as follows:

- General Vessey's commitment to the Vietnamese included willingness to
address "certain urgent humanitarian concerns," focusing initially on the
problem of the disabled.

- There was no commitment of US aid to Vietnam nor 1ifting of the trade
embargo or normalization of relations,

- The US agreed to send a team of humanitarian experts to meet with their
Vietnamese counterparts, to compile information on the problem of
disabled, including prosthetics requirements and capabilities.

- The results of the study will be provided by the USG to NGO’'s for their
consideration, Should they elect to meet Vietnam's needs related to the
disabled, any assistance will be provided through private channels, not
financially supported by the USG.

- Such NGO assistance must be Ticensed in accordance with current USG
regulations and restrictions.

BALLOON RELEASE: By this time, many League members are undoubtedly aware of the
activity initiated by Red McDanie)'s American Defense Institute/POW Policy
Center, in league with former Representative Billy Hendon, recently in Thailand
for the purpose of releasing balloons along the Thai/Lao border. With a few
family members along for credibility, Hendon led the group to the Mekong River
at Nakhon Phanom (NKP), Thailand, where they intended to release some 2,500
balloons to advertise the $2.4 million reward to any Indochinese defector who
brought out an American POW,

If there were a current need to gain our own government's attention, as there
was in the earlier years, this publicity stunt might have been helpful; but
now, in the midst of the Vessey initiative and with the full support and
involvement of the President and his entire Administration, this theatrical
amateur-hour, plus its basis (1 million, now 2.4 million reward), brought us the
following negative results:

PR

“With regard to the question of U.5. POW's in Laos, the Lao Government
and people have already set all of them free. As for Americans missi¥g
during the war and still) living in Laos -- there are no more of them!
(Underscore supplied)
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- Accusations by the Lao Government that the US was directly involved in
the balloon incident and had purposely violated its word and agreements
between the two countries, (FBIS, Septemher 18, 1987_ an PASASON
commentary)

"It was only 35 days after the above-mentioned (August 10-12th) talks
were held when the US side began to create a complicated problem

again...no matter whether the development was originated by a private
group or not."

“The release of balloons with propaganda leaflets against the LPDR
constitutes an open and intentional encroachment on the independence,
sovereignty and territorial inteqrity of the LPOR". (Underscore
supplied)

- Assurances that the "il1l1 will" in this US hostile act against Laos
jeopardizes increased cooperation on the POW/MIA issue. (FBIS, September
18, 1987, on PASASON commentary)

"How come the US Government has carried out an action that is contrary to
the pledge it has g1ven? . Th1s action is very 1mproper because 1t s

not the path ieaumg to searching for the remains of the Americans
missing in Laos during the war." (Underscore supplied)

- The Thai Government stopped the balloon release and characterized it as
an attempt to conduct “psychological warfare" against a neighboring
country with whom they have diplomatic relations. (Reuters, Bangkok,
September 17, 1987 - enclosed)

- Both the Lao and Vietnamese governments officially protested this action
through diplomatic channels.

VIETNAM'S REACTION TO THE REWARD OFFER: Vietnamese Premier Nguyen Van Linh
reacted in very negative terms to the proposal for al (now 2.4) million dollar
reward. TIME Magazine's September 21st issue, carried an interview with the
Vietnamese Premier. Following is his ~verbatim response "On Reports of
Amer ican POWs in Vietnam:"

“] quarantee that there is not one single American held prisoner in
our country. If there were, we would immedia{ely turn him over to the
US. Please put these absurd stories to res [ recently heard that
someone in America had offered a million doll for the return of any
American held prisoner of war in my country. absurd.”

LEAGUE POLICY RESOLUTION: On September 26th, the board of directors adopted the
following policy:

WHEREAS, the declaration of a $2.4 million reward, coupled with attempts
to release balloons on the Thai border, following recent
negotiations in Hanoi and Vientiane has once again elicited
strong denials by Vietnam and Laos that any American prisoners
are held, has threatened the agreements reached and embarrassed
Thailand, an American ally and friend; now therefore be it
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RESOLVED, that the National League of Families condemns the actions of
former Representative Billy Hendon of the POW Policy Center and
six POW/MIA family members, sponsored by former POW and Navy
Captain Eugene "Red" McDaniel's American Defense Institute, to
release balloons from Thai territory to advertise a reward for
American POWs and calls upon them to immediately cease such
counterproductive, theatrical stunts: and be it further

RESOLVED, that the National League of Families extends its appreciation to
the Tha{ Government for the long-standing, invaluable support it
has given to this humanitarian issue by cooperating responsibly
with the US Government to obtain the accounting for our missing
loved ones; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the National League of Families supports priority
government-to-government efforts to achieve the return of any
and all American prisoners, the fullest possible accounting for
those still missing and the repatriation of remains of those who
died serving our nation: and be it finally

RESQLVED, that the National League of Families calls upon the governments
in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia to respond on a humanitarian basis

~to US Government efforts to obtain the fullest possible
accounting for Americans stiii prisoner, missing and unaccounted

for in their respective countries, to end the suffering and
uncertainty of the POW/MIA families and, in so doing, put behind

them this issue of humanitarian concern to the American people.

Comment: Hopefully, the language will satisfactorily clarify for the record
that the League, thus the vast majority of the families, was not responsible for
setting back resolution of the live POW issue. Certainly, the League does not
want the bTame for the strong Vietnamese and Lao government denials that any
Americans are still alive in their countries. In addition, it must be made
clear to the Thai that their cooperation with the USG is appreciated and that
these irresponsible actions should not be allowed to interfere. Such statements
of position by senior Vietnamese and Lao officials make even more difficult
legitimate efforts to'return any and all Americans still alive in Indochina,

SECRETARY WEINBERGER'S REMARKS: Of interest is the manner in which Defense
Secretary Weinberger's remarks at the national ceremony commemorating POW/MIA
Recognition Day were covered by Associated Press (AP)., There was significant
reporting on the portion which dealt with irresponsible efforts of private
individuals. The Secretary's speech is excerpted below:

"When President Reagan assumed office in 1981, he was determined that
this government would give more than lip service to our POW/MIA
responsibility....a matter of the highest national priority...
initiated a government-wide effort....opened negotiationsfyith Vietnam
and Laos....reinvigorated the intelligence effort and th@technical
dialogue....expanded our casualty identification capabifjtites....
launched a nationwide public awareness campaign...refewed and
re-established contact with next of kin...Full-time manning on the
POW/MIA {csua has increased over 300 percent, Our collective efforts,

with the indispensable support of the National League of Families and
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veterans groups, have brought more answers to the families of our
Vietnam missing than at any time since the end of the war, But it is
not enough, and it will not be enough until we have achieved the

fullest possible accounting.

In all of this we should recognize that wishful thinking,
unsupportable claims, and simplistic solutions--which call for buying
cooperation or compromising our national security--have been damaging
to our national effort, Only thraugh a recognition that this
government is serious, determined, and deserving of the responsible
support of all Americans will we ultimately succeed. [ hope those few
pursuing their own path will join us in recognizing that their
activities can actually prevent us from obtaining long-awaited
answers, Should there be delays, let the cause be in Hanoi, not in
America."

HEARING HELD: The Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs, House Committee
on Foreign Affairs, held a hearing on September 30th as part of their ongoing
oversight responsibility, but focused on the results of General Vessey's
negotiations with the Vietnamese in Hanoi, August 1-3, 1987. [In addition to
General Vessey, testimony was requested from Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs David F. Lambertson and League Executive
Director Ann Mills Griffiths. Those who testified responded to questions posed
in advance by the committee and asked directly by Members of Congress in
attend%nce. {(Copies of the prepared testimonies are available from the League
office.

Follow Up: During the hearing, the subject of fraudulent or distorted POW/MIA
fundraising and other actions which damage the credibility of the issue were
raised in specific terms. In the course of the hearing and in response to
negative reaction by some ex-officio Task Force members, Mrs. Griffiths agreed
to provide to the Subcommittee samples of such fundraising appeals so that
the Chairman could request a DIA analysis of the content, The Subcommittee
intends to investigate this situation, to include contacting the Justice
Department if appropriate. Such a serious approach is long overdue and may be
helpful! in efforts to stop the practice of emotional, distorted fundraising
using the POW/MIA issue.

CONGRESSIONAL CONFUSION: At the POW/MIA hearings of September 30th, it appeared

live sighting reports. Representatives Bob Smith {R-NH)} and John Rowland {R-CT)
or their staffs have since told the press that the 224 narratives containing 70
compelling cases, turned over in conjunction with the Vessey mission, are
related to that number of live sighting reports since the end of the war. There
was even a quote stating that the US Government now believés that 224 Americans
are still alive, and that there are 70 “confirmed live sightings" since 1975.

There is further confusion about which narratives were actually obtained by
Representatives Smith and Rowland. In fact, they were provided with narratives
on 63 cases of Americans listed as POW at the time of Operation Homecoming in
1973. The original list numbered 97, decreased by the return of Robert Garwood
and 33 remains, tater identified as Americans and returned to their families,



They did not receive the 224 narratives turned over to Vietnam in conjunction
with the Vessey mission nor the 70 “compelling cases" included in that total,
though there would logically be overlap., The narratives are not considered
classified but do contain information which, if released, would jeopardize
seripus intelligence efforts, Narratives are based on information in the
missing man‘s case file, already received by or available to the next-of-kin.

Comment: This fiasco reflects angther tryuth: the POW/MIA issue is complex, and
care must be taken to ensure that information is clea: ?y defined, understood and
accurately provided to the families, the public and the media. Much as we would
like to believe that there are 70 "confirmed live sightings" since 1975 which

relate to Americans still missing, these statements unfortunately are false, the
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narratives reqgularly used in negotiations. Clarification was issued by the
Pentagon.

Congressman Smith S comments in the hearing confirmed his confusion, as it
appeared he believes his bill {HR 2260, which the League strongly opposes) would
require public release of the case narratives provided to the Vietnamese in
conjunction with the Vessey mission rather than sensitive live sighting reports
which, if true, could form the basis for decisive action as pledged by the
President, renera1 Vessey passed no live s1qht1ng reports on his mission: he
provided 224 case narratives, 70 of which were "compelling discrepancy cases,"
just as they have been turned over in the past and with which family members are
familiar.

CAMBODIA POW/MIAs: Hun Sen, Premier of the government in Phnom Penh, recently
issued pubiic statements that his government has ihe remains of Americans they
are prepared to turn over to the US, but that the US had indicated no interest,
That is blatantly false! Since the 1984 [ndochina Communique in which agreement
among the three Indochinese Foreign Ministers to exchange information on missing
Americans was publicly announced, the US has repeatedly raised with the
governments of Laos and Vietnam, as well as international humanitarian
organizations, US interest in obtaining any and all information which Phnom Penh
might have available, In addition, the League's executive director has
communicated directly with Hun Sen to encourage cooperation, including providing
all 82 case files of Americans listed as prisoner, missing or unaccounted for in
Cambodia.

Hun Sen has not responded to the letter which accompanied the case files, the
content of which included the suggestion that he could respond through any of
several international humanitarian organizations, through the Lao or Vietnamese
governments or directly to the League. His public announcement indicated that
he does not intend to politicize the issue, If so, he should immediatley
respond to US initiatives and provide the date when remains will be turned over
to appropriate officials for subsequent transfer to the CILHI for igent1f1cat1on
and return to their families.

IMPACT OF VIETNAM'S RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS: The recently announced
release of nearly 7,000 Vietnamese reeducation camp inmates has been reported
widely as part of Vietnam's effort to overcome economic and political isolation.
Coming on the heels of recently announced resumption of cooperation with the US
on Amerasian children and the Orderly Departure Program, the -international
community has lauded the step, noting that Vietnam's top leaders realize they
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have to do something about the political prisoner question befaore they can
improve relations with the west. Most reports also noted that the Vietnamese
had agreed to resume cooperation with the U.S. on resolving the POW/MIA issue,
citing General Vessey's mission to Hanoi in August as a turning point.

Clearly, the US has interest in these released individuals, many of which worked
closely with Americans during the Vietnam War. The USG has also repeatedly
offered to accept aill reeducation releases who wish to immigrate to the United
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CILHI HEARING HELD: On September 15th, the Armed Services Committee's
Subcommittee on Investigations, chaired by Representative Bill Nichols (D-AL),
held a hearing on the CILH] as a follow-up to their 1986 session. Major General
Donald Jones, USA, Commander, Military Personnel Center, presented testimony on
improvements at the CILHI and the recently approved identification procedures.
He was assisted in the question and answer session by CILHI Commander LTC
Johnie Webb, Dr, E11is Kerley, Dr. William Maples, Dr. Lowell Levine and COL
Pick Smith, Copies of the identification procedures and prepared testimony are
available from the Leaqgue office.

SENATE PASSES RESOLUTION: On September 17th, the Senate passed S. Con. Res. 9,
introduced by Senator Bob Dole (R-KS), to provide for the display of the
National League of Families POW/MIA flag in the Capitol Rotunda. The companion
resolution in the House has not yet come up for a vote, but League members need
to focus on obtaining additional support for H. Con. Res. 28, introduced by
Subcommittee Chairman Stephen J. Solarz (D-NY). Contact your elected
Representative, asking him/her to co-sponsor H. Con. Res. 28.

VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS OFFER SUPPORT: The League is most grateful for the
tremendous assistance of the national veterans organizations, all of which have
recently passed POW/MIA resolutions which reflect full support for the
President's policy and priority. The active, responsible participation of the
veterans community is invaluable and deeply appreciated. Those interested in
o?;aining copies of specific organizational resolutions may contact the League
office,

COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN: The League, as a non-profit, tax-exempt
organization, is eligible in many areas of the country to receive Combined
Federal Campaign (CFC) contributions. This is an important source of funds, and
most US Government employees donate through CFC. Please encourage your friends
and associates to channel their CFC contributions to the National League of
Families. The 1987-88 CFC campaign is now in full swing.

ARNOLD AIR SOCIETY AND ANGELFLIGHT: This Air Force ROTC and their civilian

support group have adopted November 9-13th as POW/MIA Awareness Week. Events
1nr1ndn a D1hh nan Nawv nr:rnTnf Dav Datitinn Nav and a 24=h9ur Caﬂd]elight
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vigil, conc!udxng with a Retreat Ceremony in which the POW/MIA flag will be
1owered and lights extinguished. The League's Public Awareness Coordinator
. addressed their national convention, and the League will provide coordinating
assistance and POW/MIA materfals to ensure successful implementation of
scheduled events.
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PRESIDENT REAGAN RESPONDS: Following is the President's response to the
League's "petition" which was signed by attendees at the 18th Annual Meeting.
The President's commitment remains strong, and the League must back him fully
to maximize the time left to this Administration.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Santa Barbara

August 25, 1987

Dear Friends:

Thank you for your expressions of warm support

for our efforts regarding our prisoners of war and
those missing in action, and the confidence you have
expressed in my special emissary, General Vessey.
As you know, General Vessey reached agreement with
the Vietnamese Government to resume P.O.W./M.I.A.
cooperation, and a follow-up technical meeting has
been held recently.

The League's steadfast efforts to ensure the return of
your loved ones have been the catalyst for the progress
we have achieved so far. We continue to count on your
advice and assistance, and we pledge to you that we
will not rest in our efforts until every one of our men
is accounted for,

God bless you.

Sincerely,

QM@AUO-

Natonal League of Families of
American Prisoners and
Missing in Southeast Asia

1608 K Street, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20006
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COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS . .R 1987/88 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: chairman of the Board
George Brooks has appointed members of the board to the following committees:

Publicity & Activities Finance

Sue Scoit, Chairman George Shine, Chairman
Joe Dunn Nancy Nystrom

Mary Carol Lemon Karen McManus, Staff Asst,

Mark Stephensen
Colleen Shine, Staff Asst.

Misinformation By-Laws

Louise Yan Hoozer, Chairman Karen McManus, Chajrman
Barbara Lewis Joe Dunn

Mary Currall, Staff Asst. Louise Van Hoozer

In addition, the board elected the Executive Committee which is authorized to
act for the full board in special circumstances, if required.

Executive Committee

Mary Carol Lemon
George Shine

BMammys [TV S,
Nancy nyscrom

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP: Rumors have been circulating that large numbers of League
members resigned in opposition to current poiicy and direction. This is untruei
During the 18th Annual Meeting, a form-letter of resignation was circulated
which included a phrase designating the POW Policy Center as their
representative, The result of this orchestrated effort arrived in the League
office during the Vessey mission to Hanoi. Out of over 3,500 League members, a
total of 64 resignations were received, 70X of which joined the League within
the last three years, representing 24 men still missing and 3 returned POWs. It
should be noted that 3 form-letter resignations were sent to the League office
which had been forged, and 39 were received which had been sent in from one
person attempting to resign her relatives. The League staff would not accept as
valid a resignation from anyone other than the actual League member, and all
signatures were checked against the membership application on file.

Comment: The POW/MIA Policy Center, referenced on the form-letter, is headed
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Defense Institute, Red McDaniel's group,

NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY: Response was tremendous to this day honoring
returned prisoners from all wars and those still unaccounted for, but focused
event-wise primarily on the POW/MIAs from Southeast Asia. The USAF-hosted
ceremony at the Pentagon was impressive and well-organized. Seqretary of
Defense Casper Weinberger's remarks were well-chosen, effective and sent
appropriate signals to the Indochinese gavernments, N
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Throughout Recognition Week, thousands of family members, concerned citizens,
veterans, civic organizations, POW/MIA groups and military personnel in the US
and abroad devoted themselves to many and varied public awareness events on
behalf of our men. Media coverage (print, radio and television) was massive,
though as always, 1t ran the gamut of quality. While specific events are too
numerous to detail, the ringing of church bells, raising of POW/MIA flags,
lighting of candTes. donning of POW/MIA pins, purchasing of bracelets,
distribution of informational materfals and tying of ribbons in honor of our men
still prisoner and missing was effective in bringing the POW/MIA issue to the
forefront of Americanm consciousness. Informed public support was generated
regarding efforts to return Americans - alive and dead - from Southeast Asia.
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Convent1on in San Antonio, Vice President George Bush reconfirmed the USG's

commitment to resolve the POW/MIA issue., Excerpts are as follows:

"You've earned our appreciation, too, for your strong support of the
National League of Families and our own high-priority efforts to
resolve the POW/MIA fssue. I am happy to report that General Vessey,
President Reagan's special emissary, has won an agreement from the
Vietnamese to resume their cooperation.”

"1 know you join millions of Americans in urging Vietnam to keep this
important commitment. None of us wilil have fulfilled our obligation
to those who fought in Vietnam and to the honor of the United States
until everything possible is known about each and every precious
fighting man's life."

Admiral William J. Crowe, Jr., Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, sent a
world-wide message detailing the significance of National POW/MIA Recognition
Day, encouraging active military participation in corresponding public awareness
events and reiterating an ongoing, serious obligation to account for Americans
sti1]l missing in Indochina.

FICTITIOUS POWs: Three men were recently convicted and sentenced for 1Ilegal1y
soliciting funds on the POW/MIA issue. The problem of individuals posing as
returned POWs for means of illicit solicitation or unwarranted personal credit,
although not prevalent, is a serious one. If in question, contact the League
office or the Department of Defense to determine legitimacy.

700 CLUB: On September 1l4th, Christian Broadcast Network aired a program in
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Scott Barnes, Tom Burch of the Vietnam Veterans Coalition, Robin Qwen Bell {MIA
daughter), Ear) Hopper (MIA father), Bud Donahue (MIA father) and others
participated in a farcical attempt to reflect the “facts™ and current status of
the POW/MIA issue. False allegations and slander accompanied advertising of the
$2.4 million reward and emotional appeals for financial support of the balloon
release in Thailand to advertise same. A Department of Defensq fact sheet
detailing the many inaccuracies will be published soon. ¥
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SPECIAL HOLIDAY GREETING CARD DESIGNED: Noted artist Tom Nielsen, a Vietnam
veteran who has designed the last three posters commemorating National POW/MIA
Recognition Day, has drawn a special greeting card, entitled "Wreath of
Freedom," which will be available in very limited quantity from the League
office at $7.50 per box of 25 cards. The inscription inside reads: "May Your
Fanily Be Blessed with Joy and Peace this Holiday Season.” Also printed inside
the card is a scripture of special significance to POW/MIA families, Jeremiah
31:16-17. Orders will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis, and only
700 boxes will be distributed.




