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September 18, 1970

Dear Friends,-

We are very havnpy to forward the en-
¢losed letters to you. I would like to qive
you an account of the events that took place
around the illegal seizure of these letters
at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would
have had your mail a day or two earlier had it
not been for this interference.

Robert Scheer announced when he left
Hanoi that he had been given 379 letters from
pilots whose names appeared on the list of
335 previously confirmed orisonere. Iir,
Scheer, with a delagation of 10, had spent
three months in Algeria, North Korea, China,
and North Vietnam, and had accumulated a wide
range of materials. However, U.S. Customs
officials at Kennedy Airport vere interested
only in the whereabouts of the letters. Mr.
Scheer opened the two packets of letters for
the Customs officials to see. They then took
him into a private room and demanded that he
turn over the mail, saying, “Te must open it
and read it.” He refused to hand over the
letters as they had been consigned to him for
immediate delivery to families. Finally, the
Customs officials agreed to place the letters
in bond, where the packages were officially
sealed and a receipt given to ''r. Scheer.

(Last Saturday 143 letters were brought
by a traveller returning from Hanoi. ‘That
brought to 1243 the number of letters from pri-
Soners that have been delivered by hand to the
U.5. without interference.)
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Ho explanation has been offered by anyone for the
seizure of the mail, and no guarantees have becn made that
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the
State Department assured me that the mail was available
to be claimed and expressed concern that it be forwarded
immediately to relieve anxiety of waiting families. We
reminded the State Department that it was the government
that had seized the mail in seeming disrecard for the fam-
Mlies, prisoners, and the future of communication between
them. IMr. Scheer offerred to meet with representatives of
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrances cf
this nature. His reguest was rejected. ¥hen he went with
Rennie bavis and myself to reclaim th2 mail, he was unreces-
sarily harrassed, and the press was ejected from observing
the reclamation, despite the fact that the very same peonlc
had observed the seizure. "hen he finally cot the letters,
'r. Scheer immzdiately transferred them to the Committee of
Liaison for distribution,

e are very distressed atout this incident. This
delivery of mail brought first letters from nreviously con-
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom had had
no mail for five years. Ue have devoted considerable tiwa
and effort to maintaininag a reliable and efficient channel
for communication between you and the pilots. At the ini-
tiative of the North Vietnamese koth the volume and freauer. -
©f mail has increased. The pilots have been receivirg in-
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assortment of
food, medicines, clothing and various kinds of games. 'e
are not responsible for the conseguences that acis of goveir-
mental interference may produce.

Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us if
you have any questions, and kindly inform us of any chanrraz
©f adcdress. Should you wish us to forward mail to your
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do so. Thzare
will be several people travelling there in the coming mornihs.

Sincerely\{?urs,

UMD L4

Cora Veiss
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On November 3, 1970 ”advised
ithat on that date he received the following communica-

tions from COLIFAM:

1) Letter dated November 30, 1970, signed
“CORA WEISS".

2) A reprint from the "Center Report October
1970" entitled "Prisoners of War im Vietnam",

3) An article by JON M. VAN DYKE entitled
Were They Tortured? ‘z’ Jam— ‘7¢=

msaid he made the handwritten

notations on s€ CO tions. He added that on

November 3, 1970, he
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Set forth is a copy of the above described
three communications.

letter to COLIFAM asking CQI.IFAN
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COLRIITTEE OF + 1ISONR
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vicinan:
365 West d2nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 212 (549 4478)

OCtObEI’ 30, 1970 (212)-765._..]_4311

CABLE ADDRESS: -

COLIAFAM .
Co-chairmen: Dear families,

Dave Dellinger ! )

Core Weiss ' This letter is being sent to all families of

confirmed prisoners of war in North Vietnam as a

Treosurer: general 1nformation memo to respond to the many

Mrs. Anne Bennett questions we have received in recent weeks. Kindly
excuse the form, but so0 many of your concerns are

Committee "~ similar that we thought this more efficient. We are
Richard J. Bernett €nclosing air letters for your use. One letter a month
Rennie Dovis is st11]1 allowed. Kindly seal all letters sent thru

Modeline Duckles the Committee of Liaison, and staple or clip photos

Prof. Richard Folk Inslde the letter form. We have no interest 1n seeing
Rev. Richard Fernanthix11l,

Norman Fruchter A delegation of lawyers 1s leaving shortly for
*Moggie Geddes a visit to the DRV. They have expressed wlllingness
Steve Holliwell to carry mall with them. Anyone wishing to avail

T - Vo d A waid

Stewort Meachom  our office no later than kov. 7. We guarantee only
Prof. Beo Scitzman that the mall willl arrive safely in North Vietnanm
Prof. Franz Schuormeand will be delivered to the appropriate authorities.

Prof. Donald Kalish themselves of this opportunity should have mail in

Ethel Taylor We have no way of guaranteeing that the prisoners

*Borbora Webster  Will get each letter. That 1s beyond our ability.

Trudi Young However, If the mail conforms to the regulations we
have no reason to doubt its delivery. We belleve that

*staff from what we have been told by families, there 1s

some delay, even risk, In sending mail thru pospal
routes. Much of the mail sent has obviously gotten
thry, but some has been returned, or may wait for
.. long periods for irregular flights. The Vietnamese
‘are using hand delivery only for getting mail to'
L the US because of the risky and unpredictable postal
T channels. FMalil has been delayed and has taken months
to arrive. They now walt for delegations to bring it.
Last month we sent 250 letters to North Vietnam with a group. All
malil presently 1n the office will be dellvered with the next group.
As of now, over 1600 letters have been received since Dec. We do not
know why some men have written more frequently than others. ¥We also
do not know 1f the list of 335 menannounced in April is final for
those being held by the North Vietnamese. When asked by family members,
we have Inquired about specific servicemen for whom there 1s substantlial
evidence of theilr capture. When we have a reply we will, of course.
let the families know. It is our understanding that until there is
some movement In Paris fo respond to the proposals put forward by
Mme. Binh on Sept. 17, there will be no further move vis-a-vis pou's.
That is, until the two conditions arc met setting a fixed date for

.é.
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the total withdrawal of all US forces from Vietnam, and
agreeing to withdraw support from the Thieu Ky Khiem regime,
they wlll not be willing to discuss the prisoner 1ssue.

They have made 1t clear that they view this issue as part
of the overall sclution to the war, and it cannot be dealt
with separately. Upon fixing that date and agreeing to

* ant ) +h
withdraw support, prisoners from both DRV. as well as tho

w T
being held by the NLF in the South, will be released. They
do not have to wait for the completion of withdrawal of
troops. . . .
- "Many articles comles, newsletters have appeared on
the subJect of prisoners. We thought you might be 1nterested
in seeing the enclosed which may shed more light on this
subject. Mr. Van Dyke is an international lawyer currently
on staff at the Center for the Study of Demoecratic Institu-
tions, Santa Barbara, Calif. He was formerly employed in
the State Department working on the matter of prisoners.

We send these along because they provide facts and a point
of view not frequently seen in a discussion of this toplc.

We appreclate beinpg kept informed as to your changes
of address, and continue to welcome your questlons. We hope
you continue to remember that we are here, not there, have
no authority in handling prisoner affairss and have triled
to maintain & clear and efficient and reliable channel for
commurnication between you and your sons and husbands. We
look forward to the end of our task, for that will represent
America's agreement to conclude the war and the release of
the priscners. .

Sincerely yours
b N
| k{’ o AV SN ‘j,'z.._)_‘o
| B Mrs. -Cora Weiss

P.S. We expect ofther delegations ¢111 be invited to
North Vietnam in December and through the winter months.
Any mail arriving after Nov. 7 will be held for the next
group -

.7'
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Visiting Fellow Jon M. Van Ik
Center roundtuble)

tnam

ined in North V.

e

[

For the past )car__and a half, ' the ey
has condemned the North Victna-
mesc for their treatment of captured
Americans, The North Vietnamese
are portrayed as evil captors who un-
relentingly harass American prison-
ers. The American prisoners  are
portrayed as virtuous men who find
themselves in North Victnamese pris-
ons through an unfoertunate and
lutally fortuitous series of cvents. The
“prisoner-of-war problem™ is depicted
as an issuc unrelated to the bombing
and fighting that huve been taking
place in various parts of Southeast
Asia throughout the past decade.
Although 1this effort succeeded in
persuading the North Viemnamese to
adhere more closely to the format
requmm;ntx of the Geneva Conven-
tion on Prisoners of War, it is based
on two false prgmicm (]) that the

lUth‘.’\d LUI\L[HIUII can UL d[‘[‘HCU

. New York, N.

without difficulty to the conflict in
Jvietnam and (2) that the United
States and its allies conform to the re-
quirements of the Convention. (The
Geneva Convention was drafted in
1949 to deal with the problems of
conventional warfare on Europcan
battlefields. 1t is difficuli, if not im-
possible, to apply these provisions to
a guerrilla war in Southeast Asta.)
The United States pays only mini-
mal attention to the Convention when
it is not in its interest to do so.
American soldiers frequently torture
captured Viet Cong in order to obtain
information about nearby enemy
units. Even more frequently, the US.
permits the Saigon forces to torture
prisoners after capture and through-
out their perind of Cap[i\i') The US.
has failed to punish in any significant
way soldiers who have killed or mis-
\treated enemy captives, thus elevating
fthls practice 10 an official policy. The
U.S. afso conducts a program of terror
ito eliminate Viet Cong political cadre a
-'erogram that operates with total dis-

s 9,

f Servicemen Deta

"Smitics ©
65 West 42nd Strect
1 \

ith Fe

L 4]

“

~

.

(ED. NO1E: The following excerpts are drawn from a paper which

“regard-for the salcguards of the Ge-,

L
’
=~

neva Convention. Finally, because of 4
its desire to pgive the American public
the bicakest possible view of what the |
enemy’s prison camps are like, the
Pentagon has muzzled freed Ameri-
cans who want to talk about the ex-
periences they had in captivity. -
The furor that has heen created
over North Vietnam's prison camps is
understandable from a human poing
of view. There are men in prison vwho
have been separated from their fami-
lies for a period longcr than in any
previous war the United Stutes has
been involved in. One man has now
been in Hanoi over six yeurs,
The furor nonctheless does an M-
justice to the Nerth Vietnamese, who'
huve probably treated their caplives
better than uny other nation fighting
in Asta during this century. Dl.rmg
World War [, prisoners of wer in
Asia were killed and allowed to dic
with Jittle remorse. Twenty-seven pet
cent of the prisoners held by the Jup- |
anese during that war died, and as
shockingly high percentage of the
Japanese held in Allicd camps faited.
to survive captivity. The treatment of,
prisoners during the Korean war was,
at best, primitive. And the handling
of captives by the United States and
the Saigon government is in many
respects worse than that of North
Vietnam and the Viet Cong. )
It is in this perspective that North
Vietnam's prison camps must be ana-
lyzed. The most serious charges
lodged against the North Vietnamese
are the accusations of physical abuse
brought back by two pilots a year
ago. These charges 2re serious indeed.

but the manner in which the Penta-

gon has handled public information
aboul North Victnam's camps makes
it difticult 10 accept the statements at
face valie. The other seven pilots
who have bzen released by North
Victnam have never been formally pre-



senited to ress
ali been told that
figlafito their military carcers m Sa)
anything that would interfere with
the povernmenl's attempis (o put
pressure on North Vietnam,

ABC Nows was finally able o per-
suade another of the freed pilots o
speak Tust month and e gave quite a
different picture of North Vietnam®™s
prison camps, Air Foree Captain Joe
V. Carpenter gaidd that he had been
pushed around a bit when first cap-
tured, and was kept separate from the
other prisoners, but that he had not
suffered in any significant fashion.

Physical corditions were not too bad,
and he was able to make friends with
the North Vietnamese who lived in
the neighborhood of his cell

The complamts lodged against the
treatment of prisoners by the Viet
Cong in South Vietnam mosily con-
_cern the extremely austere lodging
and Jood Many Vier Cong units are
conxmml\ on the run. so that until a
prsoner can be taken to a secure

-’arca. the prisoner miust also be con-

stantly moving, Fyven in o a sceure
arca. the prisoner — ke everyone
else who lives in the area —— must al-
ways be on puard fer American bomb-
ing attacks. :
Considering these difficultivs, the
treatment given to prisoncrs by the
Vict Cong is probably as good as

. could ever be provided by a revolu-

tionary army, Many™of the Americans
~wh& have speni ume in Viet Cong
prisons during the last two years
have, in fact, commended the encmy
for the treatment received.

In November, 1969, thrée young
GI's who had been prisoners for pe-
riods ranping from eight months to
two ycars were released by the V.C.
After they were transported 1o an
Air Force Base in Japan, they were
displayed (o the press for fifteen min-
utes and procecded to praise the Viet
Cong for their treatment. Private Coy
R. Tinsley of Cleveland, Tennessee,
said, “I'd have to think twice before
I'd fight them again afier what they
did for me. I was wounded, They
took real pood care of me”

The Army reacted typically to
these storics of Vier Cong Kindness.
High officials decreed in January,
1970, that all soldiers subsequently
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P Dt supposion Sheeachu ot s
tute attackia the connputionaline of th
Vietnam war H0aas fded with the Supresne
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refeased from coemy prisons would
be kept from the press wntil they had
undergone oxtensive debriefings hoth
in Victnam and the United  Stutes
and had gone through o “readjust-
ment” pericd. The UPT gquoted in-
formed military sources as saying
that cxceptions mun be mads i the
formoer prisoner is found i Lis carly
debrictings 1o be hostile tovoard his
captors,

The spotlicht must be focused on
U.S. - Saigon treatment in order o
gain perspeciive on the relathve merits
of North Vietnam's handling of pris-
oners.

There are six formal P.ONW . campe
run by the Saigon gesernmiont, with
the assistance of U.S, advisors, con-
taining some  33.000 men. Thase
camps are subjected to scheduled and
unscheduled inspection by the Inter-
national Commitice of the Rod Cross,
and they do conform te the Con-
vention's requirements. Many of the
Viet Cong who were captured never,
however, make it to these formal
camps.

There have been a number of trials
during the past year of American G.1s
accused of killing Viet Cong prisoners.
Despite uncontradicted  eve-witness
testimony, all of the accused have been
acquitted or eiven eatrenely lenient
penaltics. These aeguittals mu\l be
based on the heowledge of the oflicers |
on the court-martial panchs th:n Killing !
of prisoncrs tale place among U8’
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and the media has confirmed thar this
iv e Tersvision civwmen heve Tred
quently tahen fim of interrzators tor-
Luriny sispects, and novemen havg
phohv phed captives hoing pushec
out of “\mcric;m hoheopiers

Another Targe block of captives are
duciicd nop oo gualift for formal
P.OW. status by the oaerly-strict
standards wsed by the Uni 2 States
and the Saigon governnients, and they
wind up in _miscrable South Vietna-
mese givilinn pnsom _\_ “(l,

After the Tnternational Conmittee
of the Red Cross visited one of these
civifian prisons carhier this vear — at
Con Son Island. with 3tv fumous

Cteger cages” —— they Tound g proup of
prisoners of war fmrn North Victnam
and discorered that they were nis-

treated in the fn?lr\\um‘ Tespedtse they
were never alfowed out of thetr celis
they were strapped indrons cvers
night from five in the evening (o «ivin
the morning. they were permitted to
wash only twice a week, they wore not

given enough frosh food o water, and
lh.‘_\ were only rarelv enen fresh
clothes,

Stb~eguently D Mor i
told the House Subdédmmn.
eign Operations that she had e,
trewmed the victifis of beatings and
torture  inflicted zn g Seuth Viema-
mose in'.crmgam,‘{n conter that bad an
Anmerican advisdr. She said prisoners
came 1o her affer "h-'il‘u Tll(l'lr-‘n' h\

olaon

on [ o

ciectriciny \\l!i,\\lu\ attachad w eurs,
nipples and glmm‘m, heing foreed 10
drink  concoftions
dered hime find other noxious sub-
stances. angd being tied up and suis-
pended b_\zrnpcs up~ide Jdown from
the rudters for hours ™

The Udited States givernment and
its htties participate in such atrocitios
withaut fmlch apparent coneein. w lite
at the Same time condemning Noith
Vkln.\m for its relatinely tolerabic
prlxm); rtreatment. .

containtng  poss-



‘pnsoncrs had received 2ven worse treatment.
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PRISONERS FROM HANOI

WIZRIE. TEHIE Y TOR

JOX K. YAN DYUE ;' -

Mr, Van Dyke, assistant professor of law at Catholic Uni-
versity, Washington, D C.. is now on leave of absence doing
lepal research in San Francisco. He is the author of North
Vietnam's Strategy for Survival, to be published this year by

Pacific Books. !

Two of the American fighting men most recently released
from North Vietnam held a press conference in early
September [0 * "biSw the whistle” on North Vietnam's treat-
ment of its prisoners, but their statements rused more
questions than they answered—questions not only about
Nonh Vietnam’'s handling of its caplives but also about
bow the Pentagon is using the released men.

At the elaborately stuged press conference in the audi-
torium of the Bothesda Naval Med:cal Center, Navy Lieut,
Robert F. Frishmarn and Apprentice Seamon Douglas B

gdah! soid they huad been tortured, by being pul in
mall, ovenlike rooms.and exposed to mosquiioss and
rats. They also asserted that they had hesrd that other

Until this press coaference the authorities had not per-
mitted any of the pine freed prisoners 1o give the press

more than the most genetal information about their ex-

periences. Wives of the pilots still in Nerth Vieinam have
similarly been discouraged from talking about the letters
they receive from prison. The Defense Departmeni’s ex-
planation of this muzzling has been that public discussions
might dissuade Hanoi from releasing pihts in the futere
or cause them Lo retaliaie against those remaining in prison.

After the torture-chamber tales of Frishman and Heg-
dahl, it seems hard 1o imagine how addiional discussion
could jeopardize the piiots remaining in North Vietnam,
but the day after the press conference, officers of the
Pentagon’s Public Information Division phoned the s¢ven
other relcased pilots and told them to stay quiet.

Most of the seven followed these instructions and have
continued to tlude reporiers. However, one pilo: who was
released in August 1968, Maj. Joe V. Carpenter. expressed
surprise ai the statements made By Frishman and Hegdahl
Although he would not go into any derails because of the
orders, Carpenter said he had not been tortured o North
Vietoam nor had he heard of anyone being tortured. “In
general,” he stated, “my treatment was good.” When asked
why the Defense Decpartment would no: allow bim to
speak freely even after the press conference, Carpenter
responded, “It's olf part of a plan.” The question inevitably
arises: what plan?

Aside from the issue of the Pentagon’s motives, the

.fdetai!s given by Frishman and Hegdahl raise some doubis
" about their broad charge of “torture,” The only first-hand

examples they mentioned in their prepared statements
were (I} being placed in solitary confinement in small
rat-infested rooms with tin roofs which became inordinate-
Iy bot; and {2) being exposed to mosquitoes which bit
their legs until they swelled. These episodes, while cer-
tainly unplcasani, ars different only in dee the

TOARIDY
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treatment the United Stalcsmy R*: the Green Beret

officers who are chasged in the recent slaying of a Viet-
namese counterspy. They were placed in solitary con-
finement in § by 7 foot cells with no toilet facitities and
only a bare light bulb inadequate for reading. The Greea
Beret officers compluined that thzie cells became inordi-
nately hot, -

Fristman and H:gdahl supported their charge of tor-
‘ture by giving examples of more serious physical harass-
ment suffered by wwo other pilots. They said that Navy
Lieut. Comdr. Richard A. Stratton, who made a well-
publicized confession in March 1967, gave his statement
only after having been strung vp by his wrists and having
his fingernails pulled out. \

The confession was delivered through a loud-speaker to
a Hanoi press conference 2t which ons Am:rican photog-
rophicr and a Japanesc itzlevision crz An
American voice from behind a curtain gave a loog state-
ment about the war. When this was completed Siranon
appcared from behind the curtain. He bowed deeply
several times and then lcft without spzaking. When the
American photogrupher reporied this scene, the United
States protested 1hat its pilots were being brainwashzd,
a charge which Frishman and Hegdahl now endorse,

It is hotrd 10 believe that Stratton actually had his finger
pails pulied cul, however, when nong of the many persons
who have szzn him huave reported physical harm. Because
of the storm of protests which followed Siratton’s “con-
fession.” North Vietnam invited mumy visitors. including
Americans, to meet Stratton. Nobody reported se2ing any
scars or missing fingernaiis. Pictures taken of Stranoa
when he appeared from behind the curtain show that his
hands were visible 1o the reporters, none ot whom reported
any injury. Pictures taken of Stratton in prison later show
him to be a bit downcast, but in good health,

The second example offered by Erishman and Heodahl
was Navy Lisur. Comdr, John S. McCain IIL son oi the
American Commandzr in the Pacific. McCain was iajured
quite severely when he landed in a lake in the heart of
Hanoi afier trying to bomb the city’s main power plant op
October 26, 1967, According to the two retutaed pilots,
McCain has been kept in solitary confinemeni during most
ol his captivity. “It's hard enough just being ia solizry
confinement,” Frishman said, “but when you're wounded
like John it's harder.” Frishman made po compiaint thal
McCain had actually been physically hurt by the North
Vietnamesz, so it is difficult to understand why this is an
example of torture. Furthermore, McCain was nut kept in
solitary confinemnt during the first six morchs of his
captivity when his injuries were most severe. Air Forve
Lieut, Col. Norris M. Overly said after his release in
February 1968 that he had shared 3 room with McCain.

I e 1)
O IC posiial

There are other reasons for wondering about the
charges made by Frishman and Hegdahl:

{1) None of the prisoners who had been released earlist

omplained of vnprgyglhed physical mistreatment. Nav]
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Lieu[. David P. Matheny,' who -
1458, said that he was bc.ﬂ)h.n on
iiter he hod struck a guards The other pilots, both m the
iiml{?&lﬁublic staternents they have mads and in privale
discussinns with government officials, have uniformly de-
soribed their teament as decent. Air Force Maj. Fred N,
Thospson, released in August 1968, sid that he was
oblizod o partcipare in formal interrocation several
fin.es, but that the North Viemamese did not use any
threats or pressure  during  their questioning. When
Itorpson told his interrogator that a question involved
lassified matter, the interrogator dropped the subject.
(2) Frishman and Hegdahl cave no hint to the Ameri-
“ns who accompanied them from Hanoi that they had
suffered physical Wistreatment. Rennie Davis. the leader
of the group. said he had long and frank discussions with
the men and that they had said nothinz about bzing tor-
| tured. Only after the pilots had cone through extensive
debriefings did they tell their torture stories.

(3) Hegdah! 15 a man of himited experience and train-
ing who suffered greatly while in North Vistnam, not
b:c‘.];_\c of the conditions of prison life but because of hig
. mab.ut) to adjust to a situation of confinemént. One of the
b Tew prisoners who was not shot down while bombing North
Viztnarn, Hegdah! was captured in the South China Sea
efter {alling o!f the U.5.S. Cunberra while it was maneu-
vining to evade shelling from the North Viernamese shore.
bz had grown up in a small town in South Dakota. had
entiste:! in the Navy at an early age, was onlv 20 when
captured in 1967, and had received none of the condition-
irg that pilots ars given, According 10 Maj. James F. Low,

Lo tiad shured 3 room with Hegdahl for a while before
his own release in August 1968, Hegdahi was in a dis-

tressed mental state and it was very difficult to live with
hu'.'. Hegdahl may, therefore. not be the most reliable of
commentators on North Vietnam's prisons.

(4} Tkes Pentagon's previous conduct regarding re-
Irisedd prisoncrs has failed to produce a record that
inspites trust. After the first group of three pilots wos
refeased in February 1968, the Pentzgon, with the active
assistance of William H. Sullivan, then ambassador to
Laos, persuaded the pilots to retum to the United States
oit 2 military plane. despite the express dasire of North
Vieinam that the representatives of the U.S. ‘peace move-
ment who had received the prisoners in Hanoi be allowed
to accompany them on commercial flichis all the way
home. (Sce The Narion, Aprii 1. 1965.) No additional
" prisoners were reieased until the United States promised
to allow them to return on commercial flights, An even

freed in Fehruary

' Jsases occurred in the fall of 1968 whan the Air Force
i ass:gncd two of the three pilors freed in August 1968 to
i 1each other pilois to fly and bomb. It costs about $300.000
i to train a jet fighter pilot. and the North Vietnamese did
not like the thought that they were saving the Pentagon
money by releasing future teachers. A member of the
North Vietnamese delegation in Paris complained 10
Aversll Horsinan in Docember 1958, and he amanged
for the pilots to be assigned to other duties. Because of
this incident North Vietnam apparently canceled a re-
lbasz it had schaduled for early 1969, Rennie Dexd

BLE NATWON/ Oclo
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more serious breach of the_spiriz ol North Vietnam's re-.

thinks that, by swraving Frishman and HFezdahl o
muke their stai.. cnts, the Pentagon has discovragsd
stmiilar gestures by Hioel i the [uurs,

There are. ol courss. grounds for criticizing ¥
treatment of Amcrican prisoners, North Vietnum refuss
to release the names of even the total number of Ameri-
cans it holds, insisting that this is a state secret which
it wishes 1o retain for bargaining purposes in future
ncgotiations Panlv to keep the number of cap.i\c p':lo.s

thcrr rclatwcs. At lr.asl 383 and pcrhaps as man) as 800
prisoners are held in North Vietnam, Fewer than 100
have been allowed 1o write home. and those 100 have
written a total of oaly 600 letiers. Also, parhaps, to keep
the number sccret, many prisoners are held in solitary
confincment. This treatment is a clear violation of the”
requirements of the 1949 Geneva Convention on Prizoners
of War (which North Vietnam signed in 19575 and it Las
had a demoralizing ef’227 on many of the pilots. But untd
Frishman and Hegdahl spoke, that was all

However, because the first six pilols who were relence
had all been in prison for less than eight months. bezause
the prisoners whom Hanot displaved to reporizss t2rded 1o
be the same onss again and azain, and bezcause many of
the prisoners have ver 1o be identified. some US
officials devised the “Two Groups™ theory, Thay sur.m;*:!
that North Vietnam treated some prisoners well, sa that
they would tell the world that the prisons were humare,
and so that they could bz sent home in good shap:
when the occasion suited. but that  another croup
was kept in the backgreund and treated bodiv, The res
lease of Hegdahl after tweniy-eight menths, and of Frish-
man 2after twenty-one months, disrupted this theors. par-
ticularly when the two prisoners claimed misiran .

Shorily after the Frishman-Hegdah! press conferance,
some officials at the ClA expanded upon the “Two
Groups™ idea to sugpest that the prisoners may be ket
in three separate places. According to this theory, onz
czmp holds thos: prisonirs who cooperate, another those
who are unusually difficult, and the third those who are
neither cooperative nor difficuli. This might explrin the
difference in treatmeni reported by the various pilots who
have returned, but it posss another question: why would
North Vietnam release prisonzrs who had bzen tortur=2?

Another explanation of the difference in veatmnt vis
offered by Frishman himself. He said that what he called
“torture™ may be the doings of jatlers who act without the
knowledge of North Vietnam's leadars. Frishman stated,
as an example, that his conditions improved whanaver
North Vietnamese general visited the camp.

North Vietnam's treatment of its prisoners 2nd its
method of choosing those it releases may ke puzzling. but
the behavior of the Unitzd States 1owasd those who have
been freed is ot least as mysterious. After oudering all the
relsased pilots to say nothing, the Pemagon has allowed
two of them 14 tell metodramatic stories. whils Jamanding
continuirg silenze of the others. Before the nocounts "‘:
Frivhman and Hegdiahl can be accepted. the other frerd
) prisoners must be owed 1o el their stories.

B (nFin - b7 n35

TAISOH with Families of Sorvi_g‘emen
£5 West 42nd o "




RE: COLIFAM /}0 Fdad 1o X ey

e
T W T
On November 20, 1970, H
advised that on November 17, 197, he receivid an un-
dated letter from COLIFAM signed "CORA WEISS". This
letter enclosed a note from— son.

Set forth is a copy of this letter from COLIFAM

12,



~~COGITTEE_OF-LIATSON
with FALIIIES of “SERVICENTN DETALNED -in NOXTH VIETHA:
365 'est 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10035

!/ ' : - (212)5h9-4)
ﬁf‘\y Dear Families, S Lo s
. o
0 . Ve are very happy to foruard the encJosﬂa nail to you-
k’ It was brought by Prol. Sidney Peck in 2 peclkage of 571 letters

written over a 3 month period by most of the known prisoners.

tle have also been informed‘by the Vietnamese regardiﬁg'
Christuas meil &nd ‘packages:
Uhile’usually puckages of Olbs are allowed every othe
nontn Orm:pac sage of 11 1bs for ¥mas/Mew Yeers will
.ﬁﬁ'pe permi@ted. Thﬂ pach ane shoulq\be addressed to:

’1

"Néﬁe of Séfvisrmen, Serial i, ¢/o Camp of De'*ﬁtion
for SerV1cemen capturea 1n DRV, H;noi, D?v VWA N:scc;.
Any other means vzll not “be acceatuble. Care must Yo'
ta en to send itens uhich uxll_not spcil & ﬂill surﬁivv‘
a 1ong trin of many ch;ngea of tem*"rutuVﬂf ‘and roush
handling. - . e e T '
Ke. Lail: Ve hé.;rempie;n asked to gather all Xmas & Mew
Yeafzgavds and delivé?lbhem iﬁnperson. Therefore yousr
~Cards should be iq(pur office the first week of Dec,
Todays mail brougnt lat£érs from three nilets vwho have
appeared on previously published cconfirmed lists, but ko are
vriting letters for the first tine.
— « Additionally we have received officﬁl eontirmetion for thn
firstug%me of 3 more servicemen, bringing the total of known

prisoners, ‘at this tirme to 338.

13



Ve alen
| LA™ ek b S

nade on behalfl of

listed as "iiIA"Y.

orei
L )

Ar

. .
ved 2 inguiries we have

families regarding the status of relatives

e learned that of 17 inquiries made, regret—

tably 5 pilots who had been captured are dead, One pilot vho

vas knovm to have

been captured in

Ye are very

been captured bui not listed is now coniirmed

(&

h] v/
E will

Morth Vietnan."

pleased to be able to maintain the only open

and successiul channel of cormunication between fanilies and

detained sexrvicenen.

EAFA Y

-
J Lol

143
.

- C e
3= v

o
vho have seént kin
T'e extend to

sSeason.

nlem dlad o
anc Lillo

d notes end contributicons.

each of you our best wishes for the holiday

ts. Cora Veiss
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RE: COLIFAM ip!_byl.,_ .--\..‘7“

] On November 27, 1970, gadvismi
he received a letter from COLIFAM dated November 23, 1970,
signMWEBSTER". This Jutter enclosed a note
from son. The nolations on this letter were

hand en LY

Set forth is a copy of this letter from
COLTIFAM.
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COrLINITTEE OF . iSO#! L §
with Families of Servicemen Dcetained in Rorth Vietns;
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

— :ilil i49-4478
CABLE ADDRESS:

COLIAFAM
Co-chaitmen: .
Dave Dellinger ; L= /-"“d'(\. P
Coro Weiss -
November 23, 1970 4o _
TTGQSUIEH

Mrs. Annc Bennett

Committce Dear friends
Richord J. Barnett
Rennie Davis Last night the lawyers who visited North
Modeline Duckles Vietnam returned, bringing a packet of 326
Piof. Richard Falk letters from 297 pilots. One of them,
Rev. Richord Fernondes | Morton Stavis of the Lawyers Comnittee
Norman Feuchior on American Policy Towards Vietnam, gave
*Moggic Geddss : us the following report from his conver-
Steve Holliwell sa”’ons there:
Piof. Donald Kalish
Stewart Meschem *The authorities told m2 that
Prof. Beo Scitzman they recelive many 'provocative!
Prof. Franz Schurmonn packages and letters. Examples
Ethal Toyler they gave were packages containing
*Barbora Wehstor ) pleces of iron and mctal objects;
Teudi Young clothes that arc too small (basead
on th~ erroneous assumption that
*staff the men have lost a lot of welght);

letters which don't stick to the
rules regarding contents (this makes
it more difficult to sort and some-
times impossible to deliver).

They told me that many letters coming

as a result of provocative and un-

friendly campaigns in the U.S. are
o~ clogging the postal channelsg making
!,.,,(ﬂ— b-,y it extremely difficult for legitimate

£ap mall to be sorted and delivered.
. This is not the case for mail sent
by hand.®

The North Vietnamese have confirmed directly

to the Committee of Liaison that a detention
[ camp was hit in_the recent_bombings by the.
{ U.S., and some casualties were sustained.
1 Should we receive furither details we will

be F

""" erel T —

f3ﬁﬂbdik-dgé¢{gi Barbara Websi:




RE: €COLIFAM

This document contains nmeither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned Lo your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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Domestic Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE

e 12/27/70

Committee of Liaison With
Families of Servicemen Detained in North
Vietnam organized and run by antiwar
leaders such as Cora Weiss and David
Dellinger. New York imstructed not to
have Special Agents cover press conference
war names to be released but to ascomplish
this through established sources,

Information concerning travel
and press conference disseminated by
teletype to Dr. Kissinger at the White
House, Vice President, State, CIA, Military
intelligence agencies and the Department,
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nsmit the following in —TTyoe in plmnient or code]
AIRTEL .
{Priority) Lo
o e e e e e e T — - T ———————— —— i i - T ———————— L g
'ﬂt”-__ —
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899)
FROM: SAC, WFO (100-50739) (RUC)

/‘“.
"~ CQMITTEE OF LIAISON VITH
- ',r..-“rmn.ms OF SERVICEMEN
Fﬂo DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM
‘ L14 (coLiraM)

g IS-REGISTRATION ACT ww me-AT®t W:"""
- (00: NY) mq;g;g‘ .'.‘#90
j :'! | a . iMoo EO 13

ReBu R/S to WFO and NY, dated 12/2/70,

Enclosed for the Buresu are nine (9) copies
an LHM dated and captioned as above, Enclosed for
are two (2) copies of the same LRM,

The f the [
\ . interview with
WMOD Redio, 1680 Wisconsin Avenue, N. W,, Washington, D. C.
..‘!,/ (VDC) was SA H{_,m-q.
tre «€. . 20D 34447’4.4--.,,_,( e

T T R TR o — REC 27 /00 - Y T7FFF-3 2]

hY
\

-

. LAl 6 JAN"“ ‘i‘ ‘
B' h..’ b -
" Bureau (Encl. 9) bre
York (100- 168469) (Encl. 2) c%?xm

IS URCMSSI.!’II?,
SHOWE

V " Special Agent in Charge '




LNy ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 5 OsTHCE

FEDERAL BUREAL OF INVESTFIGATION

In Reply, Pleuse Refer to waShington, D. Cc 20535
Fite No. December 15, 1970
e ’\r('h "_
ﬁréDKI ‘;7lb

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM
{COLIFAM)

! On December 8, 1970, a reoresentative of the

F Inves on (FBI), interviewed
‘WMOD Radio, 1680
sconsin Avenue, N. W,, Washington, D, C., concerning

the possibility that WMOD had aired an announcement

e soonsored by the captioned groun, After reviewing the

S records of WHOD,* advised that he has never

i heard of COLIFAM, or any of its individual members, nor
had they ever soonsored any announcement on WMOD. The

~— radio station has aired several oublic service 'mail

T early' ty»e spot announcements in an effort to helo soeed

un the delivery of Christmas mail, but none of these
releases contained any references to United States nrisoners
of war being held by the North Vietnamese Goverrmment.
BOo(~FIve-m b7¢
stated that had there been any broadecast
which contained reference to the cantioned grous, it may
have been in connection with a news broadcast. If a news
‘ broadcast was the origin of the airing-of any information
concerning COLIFAM, WMOD would not have any record of that
fact., The station obtains its news material from the
various wire services, and as it is renorted the cony is
destroyed, and no permanent coony is retained in station files.

COLIFAM publicly describes itself as a grouo
of anti-war individuals who have contacted the Government
of North Vietnam, on a personal basis, in an effort to
gain information concerning American »risoners of war
being held in North Vietnam.

This & t eontalng peith
Aati Dot ant of
the FRBI. It is the property of

'ALI: the FLI d ix loane]l th your mREency,
I TION C{]NTAIm # and it:neon:enu ate no:’ to be
HEREIN IS tNC.LASIquYPH distributed outaide your agency.
- SSIFIED
‘o -.T w SHO}TN

B 95

1% e t- <
ENCLOSURE



. FORM NO. 10
LAY 12 EDITION
GSA FPe R (41 cPm) 101-118

UMIED STATES GO -'.LNMENT
Memorandum

"TOR, FBI (10U-4578Y9) pate; 12/28/70
~ I~ b2

Fel oo

AHOMA CITY (100-7938) -P-  1-& ‘-,.:_

c 430
! "!f'cﬁn'-F'“TJm ﬂ.-g—(z /Ag’a\
SUBJECT: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH_FAMILIES A f - - r: N""ﬁ
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH - tu
VIEINAM (COLIFAM) b - §
1S - MISCELLANEOUS .

REGISTRATION ACT [m.; &L[S[H—,,__,L.i
00: NEW YORK
#2320 673

Re ference: New York airtel and LiM, 6/9/70; San (.
{
{

TO

FROM .

Antonio letter to Bureau, 8/27/70; Bulet to Albany, 10/2/70;
Oklahoma City airtels and LHMs, 7/1/70, and 8/13/70; Oklahoma
City letters and LHMs 9/16/70, and 12/18/70.

- Enclosed for Bureau are eleven copies, two copies to
/’ New York, of LHM concerning captioned matter.

T e Individuals interviewed as reported in enclosed LHM
were advised interviews were being conducted in tuls
investigation at the request of Assistant Attornev General

J. WALTER YEAGLEY. e/ttt ~ ‘? L
=,

Oklahoma City Office will be alert for further identi-
fication of families of POWs in this Division not yet interviewec
in this investigation,

Khieiiiabinile
'f'"b gium_I2 REC 19 - g s D)k)?_
EMY: M,w.oﬂ'x‘_m” P A

v e ———  J2°0 o
; \ . " e 8 Jin _4 i1

- Bureau (Enc. - 11) (RM)
New York (Enc. - 2) (R#)
ahoma City

3 ciq/
U ) JA'@L& mﬂmgx Bonds Regularly on the Pavrol! Savings Plan
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In Reply, Piease Refer w
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
December 28, 1970

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED
IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM)

Ol fre
ECtay,
2363 %l
3-36-9%8 MA-@%W
o

Gyl
254>
(A

Tivs document contains neither recommondiz.v. =t -
conchasiens of any Kind. 1t is the property of the iw,
and 10 8 loan to your agency; it and/or ts contemts Li2
mut 4 be dwtributed outside your agency,



FD-302 (RFV_ 3-17-49) j 3 )
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

12/28/70

jo("’" "",' . °“"/

She is the wi in the

United States Air Force, who i er of War (POWJ in North
Vietnam, having been captured on 1965. '“'

Approximstely three years ago, Mrsmegm '
receiving mail from the "Committee of Liaison amilies of

Servicem nam" concerning her
husband, Mrs stated that also
approxim years ago she received a long distance tele-

phone call from RENNIE DAVIS who indictteﬂ calling from
Chicago, Illinois, Mr, DAVIS asked Mrs, if she would be
willing to permit Time magazine to print W CONtents of a letter
‘ she had received from her husband. She stated she declined to
oot _.-authorize this action inasmuch as this particular lJetter from
T her husband indicated POW conditions in a rather favorable light
A and she was not at all sure that it was a true representation
of actual conditions. She stated that approximately on the same
date, she also received a long distance telephone call from a

representative of Time magazine makiii ihe same request to print

the letter from her husband. Mrs. also refused this

request, She explained that she d now recall whether the
call from Time magazine followed Mr. DAVIS's request or whether

it preceeded his request. She does recall that Mr. DAVIS id

not try to influence her decision in this matter. Mrs. h
stated she does not recall the actual contents of the let

from her husband, but does specifically recall it presented a rather
favorable piture of prisoner conditions in North Vietnanm,

Mrs*stated some of the correspondence received
by her from COL included letters from her husband and others
did not contain such letters, All of the correspondence from

COLIFAM received by Mrs, was sent through the regular
mails, -

Hrs.”statcd she is skeptical of COLIFAM's inten-

tions and resent ir slurs against the United States Government,

.. 12/15 and 16/70 -Oklahoma Oklahoma City 100-793B
o 'll.'

et -
’é:a (/“\-ﬁ-h - Lo 2~

v

¥ Date dickoind
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and therefore, she has never acknowledged to COLIFAM the receipt
of mor otherwise contacted them. She stated she

and mhave five sons and as she is busy making a
home iem, Sne has not become involved in any organizations
such as the POW wives who have traveled to France to attempt
to influence the North Vietnam authorities.

Mrs .—stated COLIFAM has never threatened or
cajoled her in any of their correspondence to her,

% Mrs.mstated she has destroyed some of the cor-

U respondence rec om COLIFAM, but has put some aside to

gy show he band when he returns., Upon checking her correspondence,
\‘Irs.ﬂf'urnished the following correspondence for reproduc-
tion s, stating she would make a further check on the

night of December 15, 1970, for additional correspondence.

The correspondence furnished by Mrs_t)n
Necember 15, 1970, which was reproduced and cople$ o0f wialch are
included in this memerandum is as follows:

1) A leter from COLIFAM dated May 4, 1970, which
bears statement, "From: Rev, RICHARD FERNANDEZ;" a copy of
COLTFAM "letter form" enclosed with this May 4, 1970, letter;
- the mailing envelope in which the above letter and "letter
i form" were enclosed which bears return address of COLIFAM but shows
= no postmark.

T
. e
3

2) lLetter from COLIFAM dated May 11, 1970, with
mailing envelope bearing postmark at New York, New York, dated
May 11, 1970.

3) A letter from COLIEA: ed May 13, 1970, topether
with the mailing envelope to Mrs.m/from COLIFAM bearing
postma:ﬁ York, New York, d - 13, 1970; two letters
to Mrs from her POW husband dated October 12, 1969, and
Decembe e 1969, which were enclosed with the above May 13,
1870, letter,

4) A letter from COLIFAM bearinp salutation, "Dear
Friends'" and dated September 14, 1970.

5) A letter {rom COLITA! dated October 30, 1979,
tosether with the mailing envelope which was postmarked
. October 31, 1970, at New York, New York; a COLIFAY "letter forw”

3
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enclosed with the above October 30, 1970, letter; a leaflet
am't

rantinaned "DricAanarc Af Wayr in Viatn hvy TNNW WM VAN DYVLL
uy Jle VA

hadhll MR AE L L A 1 4 &7Vl 4 2 Vi "nagy Aly VAW Wik LA X)) LA LR AT

which is self-identified as being "re-printed from the Center
Report, October, 1970," by COLIFAM; a leaflet entitled
“"Prisoners from Hanoi - Were They Tortured?" by JON MM, VAN
DYKE, which is self-ident¥ied as reprinted by COLIFAM from
the October 6, 1969, issue of The Nation.

On December 16, 1970, Mrs.Pstated she had
made a further check of her correspond®nce and the only additional
letter from COLIFAM she could locate is a lette Septem-
ber 18, 1970. This letter from COLIFAM to Mrs, Fwas
reproduced and it a2lso is included in this memor um,

Mrs.—stated she would be willing to cooperate
should her testimony be needed at a later date.

P — =",
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SO~ MITTEE OF L1~ISON

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam

-ABLE ADDRESS:

| |

Treasurer:

COLIAF AM

o-choirmen:
Doave Dellinger
Cora Weiss

Mrs. Anne Bennett

1 Cemmmn

Fr

Loeae

"\\ *stoHf

Richard J. Bornett
Rennie Davis

Modeline Duckles

Protf. Richard Falk
Rev. Richard Fernandesz

36. ‘est 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 100,

(212) 765-1490

May 4, 1970

From: Rev. Richard Fernandez
To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed

e ¥ o = T m o d= L

pI'lBOHEI‘B held in North Vietnam
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners

On April 20th I returned from 2 three-week trip to
1Lsos and North Vietnam. In KNorth Vietnam I spoks
with officials responsible feor communication between
pilots beld in detention there and their familizss
here, The following information was emphasized to
me by the North Vietnamese authoritles and we are
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it:

: *Moggie Geddes ' 1)

Nerman Fruchter

The Vietnasmese recommend that families use the

Steve Holliwe!l air-letter form {enclosed) for correspondence,

Prof. Donald Kalish

Stewart Meacham 2 )

Prof. Beo Seitzman

Prof. Franz Schurmann

Ethe! Toylor 3)
*Borbara Webster

Trudi Young

Communication to pilots should be limited to
matters of family and health.

Pilots are 8llowed £o receive one letter per
month and one package every other month (not
over six pounds in wn'io-hf\

Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not
wish to recelve several letters and/or packages per
month for a given pilot from different members of the
same Tamily, Famlilies should make arrangements for
slternating letters each month if different members

want to write,

P RIS

Lurvaaru, cney will not feel I‘ESDOHSILDJ.e for xorwarou]z letters
packages that do not adher to the sbove,

The North Vietnemese authorities indicated that, from this point
S

nd

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope

but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R.," should definitely bte in-
cluded in the sddress.
on 1in packets. The Commlit$ee cannot forward packages for families,

While I wes in Henoil, Prof, Douglas Dowd of Cornell Unilversity and I
met with three pllots: Cdr, Robert Schweitzer of lLemoore, California;
Cdr, Walter Wilbur of Virginie Besch and Lt. Col, Edison Miller of

Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said
they had daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad-
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their

If letters are sent to the Commlttee of Liaism
for forwerding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send lette:



Aichard Fernandez =m0 - puge 2

liamilies, and asked that packages include tollet articles and canned

foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, lnstant coffee and
non-melting candy., They sald they do not need clothes,

Alsc, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity
with the Americsn People, the Committee of Liaison!s contact 1in North
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have been
sent from Hanol through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 155
letters are stlll on their way from Hsnol to families here.

We hope that this information clarifles some aspects of correspondence
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate
to contaet us,
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NcU o1 60"1 { Addrersor)

Ko TéR (Name in full):

s LiNH (Service number! :
WOt YA WBAY SINH (Date & place of birth):

84k CHi (Address):

TRAI GIAM PHI CONG M? B} BAT TAI
NUGC VIET - NAM DAN CHO CONG HOA
YIA MOSCOW, USSR (Camp of detention for U.S. pilots captured
in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM)

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Viethem

G (}' I (Addressee)

MO TEN (Nome in full):

#iA ¢ii (Address):




D e

¥

.

Mgy WIET (Dated) .

8HI CHU (N.B.):

1. Phii witt 3 vd chi dwqc vidt trén pbirng dong ke sin (Wrire
legibly and only on the fines).

2. Trong thwr chi dwgc néi vé tink hinh mic khoe v tiph hinh
gia 8ok (Write only sbout hesith and family).

3. Gis dinh g&i dén cidng phdi theo déng miu, khudn khd va quy
dinb Dy (leuters from families should also conform to this praforma).
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COMMITTEE OF L.+ISON
with Familie of Servicemen Detair ‘d in North Vietnam

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAF AM

Co-chairmen:
Dove Dellinger
Cora Weiss

Treasurer:
Mrs. Anne Bennett

FCommittee
 Richerd J. Barnett
Rennie Davis
Madeline Duckles
Pref. Richord Falk
Rev. Richard Fernonde:
* . Normon Fruchter

i *Maggie Geddes
)__ " Steve Halliwell

€ Prof. Denald Kalish
¥ Stewart Meacham

p"" Bea S seitiman
Prof. Fronz Schurmonn
Ethel Taylor
*Borbaro Webster

Trudi Young

*staff

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 765-1490

May 11, 1970

Dear friend:

A delegation of anti-war activists ha? Just re-
turned from a 10-day trip to Hanoi, Charlotte
Bunche-Weeks, Jerry Schwinn, Frank Joyce and
Elizabeth Martinez brought 47 letters from
prisoners with them and we are very happy to
forward yours today.

They also brought out additional suggestions for

items which could be included in packages which
we thought might be useful to you., Vitamins,

“minerals and proteiln are high on the list. Tooth
brushes, tooth paste, soap, body powder, foot
powder, hard candles, coffee, sweetners, tobscco,

A e e P> L =R~ VRS L=y &

gum, instant breakfast powdered sweet drinks,

instant chocolate drink t1lnped ham, peanut butter,
cheese spreads, playing cards, travel chess-checkerq
sets, plpes, pipe cleaners. These are merely suggestio
and packages, of course, are not limited to these items

The arrival of this mail brings the number of letters
from prisoners sent out since December to 861,

Sincerely,

K.rﬂt Luu L_;
Cora Weiss



wn‘m Weat 42nd Strewt

New Yark, N.Y. 10038
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COMMITTEE

with Fam...e~ of Servicemen Det. .- ed in North Vietnam

-
—

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

Coro Weiss

Trecsurer:

Committes
Richard J. Bornett
Rennie Dovis
Modeline Duckles

Prof. Richerd Falk

Rev. Richard Fernandez

Norman Fruchter
*Moggie Geddes

Prof. Donold Kalish
Stewart Meccham

Prof. Bea Seitzman
Prof. Franz Schurmann
Eihel Tayler
*Borbara Webster

Trudi Young

*staff

LIAISON

36 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10050

{212) 765-1450

May 13, 1970

Dear friend:

Today we recelved two packages of letters whieh
we have been expecting from prisoners held in
North Vietnam. The total number of letters in

= WLl = -ty

both packages was 155, Although the packages
were mailed a month apart, they both arrived
here today.

We are very happy to send herewith the letter
addressed to you,
Sincerely,

Barbara. Wobeton
Barbera Webster
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NGUO'I GUI (Adiressor)

H0 TEN (Name in full):

88 LINK (Service m:lmber]:
NT1 VA NBAY SINH (D

1A CH] (Address): .

TRAI GIAM PHI CONG MY B] BAT Tal
NUOC VIET - NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

(Camp of detention for UL.S. pilots captured"
in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM)

GL'P I (Addressee)

O TEX (Nameyd -
A CHl (Address -

}:

Rlw b Cck... .

? - e A
[Fo (™ Fi= -
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NGUC'T GU'I { Addressor)

& /—» 9‘(-1_ -
7 L2+

8l LINH (Service number] e

Mo VA Ili\' $INH (Date & place of birth).

BIA CHI (AZdress):
TRAI GIAM PHI CONG M? B] BAT TAI
NUOC VIET - NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

: (Camp of detention for LS. pilots captured
- in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM)

. . ) v
g GUT (Addressee) . 2 ﬁ (~ r/‘d
b

HO TEN (Nomed
Trs..
8jA thl

j

lo
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MeAY VIET (Dated) /& < Tebe, /16 Y

8Hl CHY IN.B.1:

. Phii viét r2 va chl dwpc vist trén nhirng dong ké sdn (Weite
kegibly and only on the lines).

2. Trong thr chi dwec néi vé tinh hinb sic khde va tink hinh
gia &inh (Write only about health and family).

3. Gia dinh gii dén cing phdi theo ding min, khudn kbd vi quy
dinh ndy (letters from families should also conform to this proforma).

15



#8AY YET (Dated) /0 ﬁ,;-c-r-, 1267

8Nl CHU (N.B.): '

{. Phdi viét rd va chi dwge vist trén nhirng ddng ké sin (Wrie
legibly and only on the lines).

1. Trong thir ¢hi dwoc néi vé tinh hinh atc khde wi tiph hinh
gia dinh (Write only about health and family).

3. Gia dinh guri 4¢n ciing phii theo ding min, khoén khd vi quy
dink ndy (letters #rom families should also conform to this proformal.
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COMIIITTEE OF LIAISON
365 Vest 42 Street, New York, IN.Vv. 10036
212-K19-4478

Dear friends:
-
¥

"le are very happy to forward the enclosed letter to
you which just arrived with 142 other:s from Hanoi.
This is the first mail since June beciause no one has
travelled to Morth Vietnam during the summer. The
Vietnamese no longer rely on unpredic-:able postal
channels as experience has proven it delayed and
risky. Therefore, they wait for travellers to
guarantee safe and rapid delivery.

- fas We are also enclosing some letter forms for your
B convenience.
W Visitors to Morth Vietnam usually let us knowv of their

departure and are willing to take mail with them. A
nutber of peorle are planning to go this fall and
winter, and we would be hanpy to fcrward your mail
for you. Xindly seal the let'2r forms, even if they
contain photcs, and do not afrix stamps.

[ To eass some of the administrative difficulties in

~ North Vietnam, including translation, you might consider
typing your letters on the suggasted letter form, with

' . @ clear signature.

2!

* Shonld you have any questions please do not hesitate
y : to get in touch with us, and kindly inform us of any
: c?angis in address to facilitate further forwarding
" of mail. .

Sincerely,

MLO\, h)i')'Ao
Cora

M"aien
B g = = J
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COMMITTEE OF . _AISON
with Familir~ of Servicemen Detai ed’irs Nidith' Vietnan
365 WestBEPRAT 3Rew Y3A0 W Y. 10056

(212) 765-1490
CABLE ADDRESS:

COLIAFAM Dear families,

Co-choirmen: This letter 1s being sent to all familles of
Dove Dellinger confirmed prisoners of war in North Vietnam as a -
Cora Weiss general information memo to respond to the many

questions we have received in recent weeks, Kindly

Treasurer: excuse the form, but so many of your concerns are

Mrs. Anne Beanety Similar that we thought this more efficient. We are
enclosing air letters for your use. One letter a month
T Committer is still allowed. Kindly seal all letters sent thru
' Richord §. Borneny the Committee of Liaison, and staple or clip photos
Rennie Dovis 1niide the letter form. We have no interest in seeing
Madeli mail.
Prof. R'Z:,z‘::k,lg:s,k A delegation of lawyers is leaving shortly for
Rev. Richord Fernorlle Y181t to the DRV. They have expressed willingness

M. e to carrv maill with them Arnuvans wlehdirme A awadil
mmn rl'\lt'h'l.l' aad = e a F Ay - T e WaA WA LIE # nll‘, L A ‘ld.ﬂll.l-llb - L~ =
*Maggie Geddes themselves of this opportunity should have mail in

Steve Halliwell OUr office no later than Nov. 7. We guarantee only
Prof. Donold Kalishthat the mail will arrive safely in North Vietnam
Stewort Meacham 80Rd Will be delivered to the appropriate authorities.
Prof. Beo Seitzmon W€ _Dave no way of guaranteeing that the prisoners
Prof. Fronz Schurmaid 11 Zet each letter. That is beyond our ability.
Ethel Taylor owever, if the mail conforms to the regulations we
*Barbara Webster DaVE€ NO reason to doubt its delivery. We believe that
s Trudi Young from what we have been told by families, there is
Tw? .. some delay, even risk, in sending mail thru posgal
SR gl routes. Much of the mail sent has obviously gotten
R thry, but some has been returned, or may wait for
°"( : . long periods for irregular flights. The Vietnamese
. are using hend delivery only for getting mail to’
the US because of the risky and unpredictable postal
channels. Mail has been delayed and has taken months
e : . to arrive. They now wait for delegations to bring it.
= ast month we sent 250 letters to North Vietnam with a group. All
7.:all presently in the office will be delivered with the next group.
& of now, over 1600 letters have been received since Dec. We do not
#2°NOW why some men have written more frequently than others. Ve also
siggco not know if the list of 335 menannounced in April is final for
hose being held by the North Vietnamese. When asked by family members
e have inquired about specific servicemen for whom there is substantial
fvidence of their capture. When we have a reply we will, of course
et the families know. It is our understanding that until there is
oggrome movement in Paris to respond to the proposals put forward by
“~me. Binh on Sept. 17, there will be no further move vis-a vis pow's.
hat is, until the two conditions are met setting a fixed date for




- i%ithe total withdrawal of all US forces from Vietnam, and
7ggreelng to withdraw support from tiie Thieu Ky Khiem regime,
they will not be willing to discuss the prisoner issue.

.0 They have made 1t clear that they view this issue as part

of the overall sclution to the war, and it cannot be dealt

with separately. Upon fixing that date and agreelng to
withdraw support, prisoners from both DRV as well as those
being held by the NLF in the South, will be released. They
do not have to wait for the completion of withdrawal of
troops

.Many articles, comics, newsletters have appeared on
the subject of prisocners. Ve thought. you might be interested
in seelng the enclosed which may shed more light on this
subject Mr. Van- Dyke is an international lawyer currently

o staff at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institu-

tibns, Santa Barbara, €alif. He was formerly employed in
the State Department working on the matter of prisoners.

We_send these along because.they prdvide facts and a point

*: - o = [k + 4
ﬁg ;of view not frequently seen in a discussion of this topic.
. T '
N

! We appreciate being kept.informed‘as to your changes

of address, and continue to welcome your questions. We hope

;;3 you contlinue to remember that we are here, not there, have

) no authority in handling prisoner affairs; and have tried

to maintain a'clear and efficient and reliable c¢hannel for
communication between you and your sons and husbands. We~

Took forward to tie end of ,our task, for. that will represent.A‘
R America s agreement to conclude the war and the release of

‘the prisoners. ° Ch o
. I L ) . . o
)- ; ) -7 . i Sincerely yours e
o ) B ) | s ‘Vfﬁb - ,\\ ._:{ ,Sﬁir R
" P N A T G 5 SN .
'37:11 ' AR 'Mrsg'Cora Welss

P.5. We expect ofither delegations WiIll be invited to
North Vietnam in December and through the winter months.
Any mail arriving after Nov. ﬁ'will be held for the next

groun. : .
group. Lo ‘



+uMMITTEE OF LIAISON
365 West d2nd Street
New York, N.Y. 10036
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GUI (Addressec)

g TEN (Name in full):

o LK (Service number): . .. .
20 vA ey 264 (Dote & place af birth):

& #A ouf (Address):

i

A TRAI GIAM PHI CONG MY B] BAT Tal
- ' NUGC VIET - NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

) VIA MOSCOW, USSR (Camp of detention for U.S. pilots captured

in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM)

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON
with Families of Servicemen Detaoined in North Vietnam

NGU Ol GU'I (Addresser)

< %) TEn {Name in full):

M ol (Address):




III |A

MAY VIET (Dated) ..o e
&M N INB.):

1. Pbdi vift r3 vk chl dwroc vilt trén nhimg ddng ké s¥n (Write
dagibly and only on the fines). ’

3. Troog thor chi drgc ndi v3 tink hink stc khée v tinh hinh
gia dinh (Write onfy sbout health snd family).

3. Gia dinh giri dén cdng phii theo dding min, khudn khd vi quy
&inh ndy (Letters from families should shso conform to this proforma).



ENTER REPMRT Oct., 1970

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON

Reprinted from the ¢

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

inn M. Van Dyke:

PRISONERS OF WAR IN VIETNAM

(ED. NOTE: The jollowing excerpis are drawn from a paper which
Visiting Fellow Jon M. Vun Dyke presented for discussion at a recent

Center roundtuble.)

For the past year and a half, the U.S.
has condemned the North Victna-
mese for their treatment of capturcd
Americans. The North Vietnamese
are portrayed as evil captors who un-
relentingly harass American prison-
ers. The American prisoners are
portrayed as virtuous men who find
themsetves in North Victnamese pris-
ons through an wunfortunaie and
totally fortuitous series of events. The
“prisoner-of-war problem™ is depicted
as an issue unrelated to the bombing
and fighting that have been taking
place in various parts of Southeast
Asia throughout the past decade.
Although this effort succeeded in
persuading the North Vietnamese (o
adhere more closely to the formal
requirements of the Geneva Conven-
tion on Prisoners of War, it is based
on two false premises: (1) that the
Geneva Convention can be applied
without difficulty to the conflict in
Vietnam and (2} that the United
States and its allies conform to the re-
quirements of the Convention. (The
Geneva Convention was drafted in
1949 to deal with the problems of
conventional warfare on European
battlefields. It is difficult, if not im-
possible, to apply these provisions to
a guerritla war in Southeast Asia.}
The United States pays only mini-
mal attention to the Convention when
it is not in its interest to do so.
American soldiers frequently torture
captured Viet Cong in order to obtain
information about nearby enemy
units, Even morc frequently, the U.S.
permits the Saigon forces to torture
prisoners after capture and through-
out their period of captivity. The U.S.
has failed to punish in any significant
way soldiers who have killed or mis-
treated enemy captives. thus elevating
this practice to an officiul policy. The
U.S. also conducts a program of terror
to eliminaie Viet Cong puhitical cadre a
program that operates with total dis-
24
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regard -for the safeguards of the Ge-
neva Convention. Finally, because of
its desire 1o give the American public
the bicakest possible view of what the
enemy’s prison camps are like, the
Pentagon has muzzled freed Ameri-
cans who want to talk about the ex-
periences they had in captivity.

The furor that has been created
aver North Vietnam's prison camps is
understandable from a human point
of view. There are men in prison who
have been separated from their fami-
lies for a period longer than in any
previous war the United States has
been involved in. One man has now
b ..... [

The furor nonetheless does an in-
justice to the North Vietnamese. who
have probably treated their captives
better than any other nation fghting
in Asia during this century. During
World War 1l. prisoners of war in
Asia were killed and allowed to die
with little remorse. Twenty-seven per
cent’of the prisoners held by the Jap-
anese during that war died. and a
shockingly high percentage of the
Japanese held in Allied camps failed
to survive captivity. The treatment of
prisoners during the Korean war was,
at best, primitive. And the handling
of captives by the United Siaies and
the Saigon government is in many
respecls worse than that of North
Vietnam and the Viet Cong.

It is in this perspective that North
Vietnam’s prison camps must be ana-
lyzed. The most serious charges
lodged against the North Vietnamese
are the accusations of physical abuse
brought back by two pilots a year
ago. These charges are serious indeed.
but the manner in which the Penta-
gon has handled public information
about North Vietnam’s camps makes
it difficult 10 accept the statements at
face value. The other seven pilots
who have becen relcased by Norih
Vietnam have never been formally pre-



sented to the press. In fadt, they have
all been told that it would not be b:
ficial to their inilitary carcers to ..y
anyicing that would interfere with
the government’s attempts 10 put
pressure on North Victnany,

ABC News was finally able 1o per-
suadc another of the freed pilots 10
speak last month and he gave quite @
different picture of North Vietnam's
prison camps. Air Force Captain Joc
V. Carpenter said that hc had been
pushed around a bit when first cap-
tured, and was kept separate from the
other prisoners. but that he had not
suffered in any significant fashion.
Physical conditions were not 1o bad.
and he was able to make friends with
the North Vietnamese who hived in
the neighborhood of his cell.

The complaints lodged against the
treatment of prisoners by the Viet
Cong in South Vietnam mostly con-
cern the extremely austere lodging
and food. Many Viet Cong units are
constantly on the run. so that unril a
prisoner can be taken to a securc
area, the prisoner must alse be con-
stantly moving, Even in a secure

the prisoner - like everyone
elee who lives in the area — must al-
ways be on guard for American bomb-
ing attacks.

Considering these difficulties, the
treatment given to prisoners by the
Viet Cong is probably as good as
could ever be provided by a revolu-
tionary army. Many of the Americans
who have spent time in Viet Cong
prisons during the last two years
have, in fact, commended the enemy
for the treatment received.

In November, 1969, three young
GI's who had been prisoners for pe-
riods ranging from cight months to
two ycars were released by the V.C.
After they were transported to an
Air Force Base in Japan, they were
displayed to the press for fifteen min-
utes and procecded to praise the Viet
Cong for their treatment. Private Coy
R. Tinsley of Cléveland. Tennessec,
said, “I'd have to think twice before
I'd fight them again after what they
did for me. 1 was wounded. They
fook real good care of me.”

The Army reacted typically to
these stories of Viet Cong kindness.
High officials decreed in January,
1970, that all soldiers subsequently

fon M Van Dvhke, o Conter Viating Felfow,
wits, it recenthy asastant protecor or fny
at the Catholic Univeryty tin \Washington,
D.C Wath tour other Liw pralewors. be pre-
pared 3 hiei supponting Massachusetts” sta-
tute attackmy the constuutionabiv of the
Vietnam war. It was filled with the Supreme
Court in August.

released from encmy prisons would
be kept from the press until they had
undergone extensive debricfings both
in Victnam and the United States
and had gone through a “readjust-
ment” period. The U.P.I. quoted in-
formed military sources as saying
that exceptions may be made if the
debricfings to be hostile toward his
captors,

The spotlight must be focused on
U.S. - Saigon treatmient in order 1o
gain perspective on the relative merits
of North Vietnam's handling of pris-
oners.

There are six formal P.O.W. camps
run by the Saigon government, with
the assistance of U.S. advisors. con-
taining some 33,000 men. These
camps arc subjected to scheduled and
unscheduled inspection by the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross.
and they do conform to the Con-
vention's requirements, Many of the
Viet Cong who were captured never.
however, make it to these formal
camps.

There have been a number of trials
during the past year of American G.1s
accused of killing Viet Cong prisoners.
Despite  uncontradicied  cye-witness
testimony, all of the accused have been
acquitted or given extremely benient
penaltics. These acquittals must be
based on the knowledpe of the oflicers
on the court-martial panels that kilhing
of prisoners talzccs place among U.S.
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forces in South Vicinam all the tim
and the media has confirmed that <t
is truc, Television crewnien have t
quently taken film of interrogators w
turing suspects, and newsmen ha
photographed captives buing pusi
out of Amcrican helicopters,

Another large block of captives a
deemued not 1o guahfy for form
POV, stutus by the overlvesin
standards uvsed by the United Stat
and the Saigon governments. and 1h
wind up m miserable South Viein
mese civilian prisons.,

After the International Commint
of the Red Cross visited one of the
civiban prisons carlier this vear —-
Con Son Istand. with its famo
“tiger cages” — they found a group
prisoners of war from North Vietna
and discovered that they were mi
treated in the following respects: the
were never allowed out of therr c2i
they were strapped in irons eue
night from five in the cyening o siy
the morning, they were permitied
wash only twice a week. thev were n
given enough fresh food or water. al
thcy were only rarely given fre
clothes.

Subseguently Dr. Marjoric Nelw
told the House Subcommittee on £
eign Operanons that she had regu’zr
treated the vietims o1 beatings
torture inflicted in o South Vs
mese interrogation center that had
American adviser. She said prison:
came to her after “being tortured
electricity with wires attached to ea
nipples and genitalia: being forced
drink concoctions  contatning  pe
dered hime and other noxious su
stances; and being tied up and st
pended by ropes upside down frc
the rafters for hours.”

The United States gorvernment a
its allics participate m such atroci
without much apparent concern. wh
at the same time condemning Mot
Vietnam for its relatively toleral
prisoner treatment.




PRISONERS FROM K. .

WERE. THE~ TORTURED”

JON M. VAN DYKE

Mr. Van Dyke, assiviani professor of law at Catholic Uni-
versity, Washineron, D.C., is now on leave of absence doing
fegal re:zarch in San Francisco. He is the autior of North
Vietnam's Stratexy for Survival, to be published this year by
Pacific Books.

Two of the American fighting men most recently refeased
from North Vietnun held a press conlerence in early
September to “blow the wiusile” on North Vietnam's Urcat-
ment of its prisoners, but thar statemeats raised more
questions than they answered—questions not only about
North Vietnam's handling of its captives but also about
bow the Pentazon is using the released mea.

At the elaborately stuged press conference in the audi-
torium of the Bethesda Naval Medical Center, Navy Lieut.
Robert F. Frishman und Apprentce Seaman Douglas B.

Hegdahl said they hud been tortured, by being put in -

small, ovenlike rooms and exposed o mosquitoes and
rats. They also asserted that they had heard that other
prisoners had received ¢ven worse treatment.

Until this press conference the authorities had not per-
mitted any of the oine freed prisoners to give the press
more than the most generdl information about their ex-
periences. Wives of the pilots sull in North Vietnam have
similarly been discouraged trom talking about the letters
they receive from prison. The Defense Department’s ex-
planation of this muzzling has been that public discussions
might dissuade Hanoi from releasing pilots in the future
or cause them 1o retaliate againsi those remaining in prison.

After the torture-chamber tales of Frishman and Heg-
dahl, it seems hard (o umagine how additional discussion
could jeopardize ihe piiots remaining in North Vietnam,
but the day ajter the press conference, officers of the
Pentagon's Public Information Division phoned the seven
other released pilots and told them to stay quiet.

Most of the seven followed these instructions and have
continued to elude reporters. However, one pilot who was
released in August 1968, Maj. Joe V. Carpenter, expressed
surprise at the statements made by Frishman and Hegdahl,
Altliough he would not go into any details because of the
orders, Carpenter said he had not been tortured in North
Vietoam nor had he heard of anvone being torured. ~la
general,” he stated. “my treatment was good.” When asked
why the Defense Department would not allow him to
speak freely even after the press conference, Carpenter
responded, “It’s all part of a plan.” The question inevitably
arises: what plan?

Aside from the issue of the Pentagons motives, the
details given by Frishman and Hegdah! raise some doubts
about their broad charge of “torture.” The only first-hand
examples they mentioned in their prepared statements
were (1) being placed in solitary confinement in small
rat-infested rooms with tin roofs which became inordinate-
Iy bot; and (2) being exposed to mosquitoes which bit
their legs untit they swelled. These episodes, while cer-
tainly unpleasant, are different vnly in degree from the

b2
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treatment the United States Army gave the Green Beret
officers whp arc chacged in Lhe recent slaying of a Viet-
namese counierspy. They were placed 1n solitary con-
finement in 5 by 7 foot cells with no toilet facihtes and
only a bare light bulb inadequate for reading. The Green
Beret officers complained that their cells became wmordi-
nately hot.

Frishman and Hegdahl supported their charge of tor-
ture by giving examples of more serious physical harass-
ment suffered by two other pilots. They said that Navy
Lieut. Comdr. Richard A. Stratton, who made a well-
publicized confession in March 1967, gave his statement
oniy atter having; been strung up by his wrists and having
his fingernails pulled out.

The confession was delivered through a loud-speaker to
a Hanoi press conference at which one American photog-
rzphcr and 3 Japanese television crew werz present An
Amencan voice from behind a cuntain gave a loog siate-
ment about the war. When this was completed Siranon
appeared from behind the curmin. He bowed deeply
several times and then lcft without spzaking. When the
American photographer reporied this scene, the United
States protested that its pilots were being bramnwashad,
a charge which Frishman and Hegdahl now endorse.

It is hard to believe that Strauvon acwuably had his finger-
nails pulled out, however, when none of the many persons
who have seen him have reporied physical harm. Because
of the storm of protests which foliowed Siratton’s “con-
fession,” North Vietnam invired many visuors, including
Americans, 10 meet Siratton. Nobody reporied secinz any
scars or missing fingernails. Pictures taken of diraion
when he appeared iroftn behind the curtawn show that s
hands were visible to the reporiers, none ot whom repurted
any injury. Pictures taken of Siratton in prison iater snow
him to be a bit downcast. but in good heaith.

The second example offered by Frishman and Hegdshl
was Navy Lizut. Comds. John S. McCain Ul son of the
American Commander in the Pacific. McCain was injured
quite severely when he landed in a lake in the heart of
Hanoi after trving to bomb the aity’s main power plant or
October 26, 1967. According to the two returned piiots.
McCain has been kept in solitary confinement during most
of his capuvity. “lts hard envugn just taing .o soltary
confinement,” Frishman said, “but when you're wounded
like John ir’s harder.” Frishmun made no complant that
McCain had actuaily been physically hurt by the North
Vietnamese. 50 it is difficult to understand why this is an
example of torture. Furthermore, McCain was not kept in
solitary conflinemnt during the first six morths of lus
captivity when his injuries were most severe, Air Foree
Licut. Cot. Nomis M. Overly said after his release in
February 1968 that he had shared a room with McCain.

There are other reasons for wondering about the
charges made by Frishman and Hegdahl:

(£) None of the prisoners who had been reicased earlie

complained of unprovoked physical mistreatment. NJv}

THE NATION/October &, 1969
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Licuf. David P. Mathen: was ireed in February
1458, said that he was be on ¢ uccasion but only

‘giter he had struck a suard. The ¢ .r pilols, both in the

limited public statements they have m ‘: and in private
discussions with government officials, + uniformly de-
scribed their trectment as decent, Air Force Maj. Fred N.
Thompson. released in Avgust 1968, said that he was
obliged 1o participate in tormal interrogation several
times, but that the North Vietnamese dil not use any
threats or pressure dunng their qQuestioning. When
Thompsan told his interrogator that a question involved
classified matter, the interrogator dropped the subject.

(2} Frishman and Heedahl gave no hint 1o the Ameri-
cans who accompanied them from Hunoi that they had
suffered physical mistreatment. Rennie Davis. the leader
of the group. said he had long and fraak discussions with
the men and that they hud said nothing about being tor-
tured. Only after the miots hud cone through extensive
debriefings did they tell rheir torture stornes,

{3) Hepdah!l is a man of limited experience and train-
ing who suffered greatly while in Worth Victnam, not
because of the conditions of prison lif2 but because of his
inability to adjust to a situation of confinement. One of the
few prisoners who was not shot down while bombing North
Vietnam. Hegdahl was captured in the South China Sea
after falling off the U.S.5. Cunherra while it was maneu-
vering 10 evade shelling from the North Vietnamese shore.
He had grown up in 2 small town in South Dakota, had
enlisted in the Navy at an early age, was only 20 when
captured in 1967, and had received none of the condition-
ing that pilots are given. According to Maj. James F. Low,
who had shured 2 room with Heedaht for a while before
bis own release in August 1963, Hegdahl was in a dis-
tressed mental state and it was verv difficult to live with
him. Hegdahl may, thersfore, not be the most reliable of
commentators on North Vietnam's prisons,

{4) The Pentagon’s previous conduct regarding re-
leased prisoners has failed 1o produce a record that
inspires trust. After the first group of three pilots was
feleased in February 1968, the Pentagon, with the active
assistance of William H. Sullivan. then ambassador to
Laos, persuaded the pilots to return to the United States
on a military plane, despite the express desire of Nornh
Vietnam that the representatives of the U.S. peace move-
ment who had received the prisoners in Hanoi be allowed
0 accompany them on commercial flichts all the way
Bome. (See The Narion. April 1. 1968.) No additional
prisoners were released until the United States promised
to allow them to return on commerciat flights. An even
more serious breach of the spirit of North Vietnam's re-
loases occurred in the fall of 1968 when the Air Force
assigned two of the three pilots freed in August 1968 to
teach other pilots 10 fly and bomb. It costs about $300.000
0 train a jet fighter pilot. and the North Vietnamesc did
not like the thought that they were saving the Pentagon
money by releasing future teachers. A member of the
North Vietnamese delecation in Paris complained to
Averell Harriman in December 19638, and he arranged
for the pilots to be asciened to other duties. Because of
this incident North Vietnam apparentlv canceled a re-
lease it had scheduled for early 1969. Rennie Davis

THE NATION/October 6, 1969

Reprinted by the

thinks that,
make their .
similar gesteres

scouraging Frishman and Hegdahl to
-ments, the Pentagon has discouraged
Hanoi in the future.

There are. . durse, grounds for criticizing the
treatment of Amecrican prisoners. North Vietnam retuses
to release the names of cven the totai number of Ameri-
cans it holds, insisting that this is a stale secret which
it wishes to retain {or bargaiming purposes i future
negotiations. Partly to keep the number of captive pilots
secret, North Vietnam refuses to allow many to wrnite 1o
their relatives. At teast 388 and perhaps as many as £00
prisoners are heid in North Vietnam. Fewer than 100
have been allowed to write home. and those 100 have
written a total of oniy 600 letters. Also. perhaps. to keep
the number secrst, many prisoners are held in solitary
confinement. This treatment is a clear violation of the
requirements of the 1949 Geneva Convention on Prisoners
of War (which North Vietnam signed in 1957) and it has
had a demoralizing efz2t on many of the pilots. But until
Frishman and Hegdahl spoke, that was alt,

However, because the first six pilots who were released
had all been in prison for less than eight months. bezause
the prisoners whom Hanoi displaved to reporters 1enced to
be the same ones again and again, and because many of
the prisoners have vyet 10 bs identified, some US.
officials devised the “Two Groups™ theory. They surmised
that North Vietnam treated some prisoners well, so that
they would tel! the world that the prisons were humane,
and so that they could bz sent home in good shape
when the occasion suited. but that another croup
was kept in the background and treated badly. The re-
lease of Hegdahl after twentv-eicht months. and of Frish-
man after twenty-one months, disrupted this thzory. par-
ticularly when the two prisonars claumed mistrsatment,

Shortly after the Frishman-Hegdahl press confersnce,
some officials at the CIA expanded upon the “Two
Groups™ idea to suggest that the prisoners may be kept
in thrée separatz places, According to this theorv, one
camp holds those prisoners who cooperate. another those
who are unusually ‘difficult. and the third those who are
neither cooperative nor difficult. This micht explain the
difference in treatment reportzed by the various pilots who
have returmned, but it poses another question: why would
North Vietnam release pnisoners who had been rortured?

Another explanation ot the diffzrence in treatment was
offered by Frishman himself. He said that what he called
“torture” may be the doings of jatlers who act without the
knowledge of North Vietnam's leaders. Frishman stated.
as an exampie, that his conditions improved whensver a
North Vietnamese general visited the ¢amp.

North Vietnam's treatment of its prisoners and its
method of choosing those it releases may be puzzlinz. but
the behavior of the United States toward those who have
been freed is at least as mysterious. After orgering alf the
released pilots to say nothing, the Pemagon has aliowed
two of them to tell melodramatic stories. while demanding
continuing silenca of the others. Before the accounts by
Frishman and H:gdahl can be accepred. the other freed
prisoncrs must be allowed to tell their storics,
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COMMITTEE  LI14AISON
with Faminue~ of Servicemen Det...~<d in North Vietnam
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 100,

-
——

(212) 765.1490

CABLE ADDRESS:

COLIAF AM

September 18, 1970

Co-chairmen:

Dove Dellinger

c‘l’ﬂ w.is’ Dﬁar Friends,
Treosurer: e are very hanpy to forward the en-

Mrs. Anae Bennstt closed letters to you. I would like to give

you an account of the events that took place

Committes around the illegal seizure of these letters

Richard J. Barnett at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would

Rennie Dovis have had your mail a day or two earlier had it

Modeline Duckies not been for this interierence.

Prof. Richard Falk

Rev. Richard Fernandez Robert Scheer announced when he left

Norman Eruchter Hanol that he had been given 379 letters from

*Moggie Geddes pilots whose names appeared on the list of
>+  Steve Halliwell 335 previously confirmed nrisoners. IJir.

Prof. Denald Kalish ' Scheer, with a delagation of 10, had spent

Stewart Meocham three months in Algeria, North Korea, China,
~— Prof. Bea Seitzman and North Vietnam, and had accurmulated a wide
E Prof. Franz Schurmann range of materjals. However, U.S. Customs

Ethe! Taylor officials at Kennedy Airport were interested

*Borbora Webster Onlx in the whereabouts of the letters. 1Mr.

Trudi Young Scheer opened the two packets of letters for

the Customs officials to see. They then tooX

T *staff him into a private room and demanded that he

turn over the mail, saying, *"e must open it
e ) and read it.” He refused to hand over the
¥ letters as they had been consigned to him for
. immediate delivery to families. Finally, the
3 Customs officials agreed to place the letters
ES in bond, where the packages were officially
s sealed and a receipt given to !'r. Scheer.

5%3 (Last Saturday 143 letters were brought
A ' by A traveller returning from Hanoi. That
brought to 1243 the number of letters from pri-
soners that have been delivered by hand to the
U.5. without interference.)

28



-2~

No explanation has been offered by anyone for the
seizure of the mail, and no guarantees have been made that
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the
State Department assured mc that the mail was available
to be claimed and expressed concern that it be forwarded
immediately to relieve anxiety of waiting families. Ve
reminded the State Department that it was the government
that had seized the mail in seering disreqard for the fam-
ilies, prisoners, and the future of communication between
them. Mr. Scheer offerred to meet with representatives of
the State Department at the airport to discuss tie situation
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrances of
this nature. His recuest was rejected. %Yhen he went with
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim thz2 mail, he was unneces-
sarily harrassed, and the press was ejected from observing
the reclamation, despite the fact that the very same neonle
had observed the seizure. 'Then he finally cot the letters,
'r. Scheer immediately transferred them to the Committee of
Liaison for distribution.

R A

@elivery of mail brought first letters from nreviously con-
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom had had
no mail for five years. 1''%e have devoted considerable time
and effort to maintaining a reliable and efficient channel

. for communication between you and the pilots. At the ini-
tiative of the North Vietnamese koth the volume and frecuency
of mail has increased. The pilots have been receiving in-
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assortment of

——
famndl. medirinse AlAatsERina and varimmne Finde af ~amae T
SRR SIeMA LT o )y waUbdlally QMW YQRLAWEHDS Apiio UL YQlTD . b1

are not responsible for the consequences that acts of govern-
mental interference may produce.

§Zt Ve are very distressed about this incident. This

- Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us if
you have any questions, and kindly inform us of any changes
of address. Should you wish us to forward mail to your
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do so. There
will be several people travelling there in the coming months.

Sincerely\{?urs,

6’\61.,-\-0:2‘14—&

Cora "'eiss

oWy
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It will be noted the COLIFAM reprint of leaflet
captioned "Prisoners of War in Vietnam'" by JOHN M, VAN DYKL
which was sent to Mrs, RISNER as an enclosure to COLIFAM
letter dated October 30, 1970, 1is critical of the United
States in regards to United States' condemnation of the North
Vietnamese for their treatment of captured Americans. Among
the criticisms of the United States in this article are the
following statements:

"It is a false premise that the United States
and its allies conform to the requirements of the Geneva Con-
vention."

"The United States pays only minimal attention to
the Convention when it is not in its interest to do so,"

“"American soldiers frequently torture captured
Viet Congc in order to obtain information about nearby ener»
units."”

"Finally, because of its desire to give the American
public the bleakest possible view of what the enemy's prison
camps are like, the Pentagon has muzzled freed Americans who
want to talk about the experiences they had in captivity.,"

The November 1, 1970, issue of the Sunday Oklahoman,
an established newspaper published in Oklahoma City, OkIahoma,
contains an article captioned "Norman Mother Asks Help in
Effort to Ease Plight of POWs." The above article reports
Navy Lieutenant DAN GLENN, son of Mr, and Mrs. CURTIS GLENN of
Norman has been a Prisoner of War since approximately Decem-
ber 21, 1966. His wife was reported to be LYNN GLENN.
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Date

Mrs advised as
follows:

Her son
nér nce

1966, wvhile on a reconnaimm

dvised tha oer son's wife

ontac with Families of
Servicemen detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM), and as & resu!
of the contact with COLIFAM, her dﬂ-in -law has had some

United States Navy, hi
was shot down on_

communications with her son. Mrs. stated that a Mrs,
CORA WEISS was the person with who aughter-in-law had be
in contact with of that organization.

Y A

’o "\I”'\" . ‘Pl =
on_12/17/70 ,.__ okl shoma ries Oklahoma City 198-793
& This document L =sither retommendetiens aor woadlusloni of Whe FBL i s the properiy of the TBi ond is iconed io your ogancy:

R and Hs contents are not to be distributed oulside your sgency. 3]1*
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 TREAT AS YELLOW "8

_ Date: 13-4 71- ré
Price Ty
(D IMMEDIATE
Transmit the message that follows by coded teletype: C1URGENT

##*#*******i*******##*t****t***#tl

TO: [THE PRESIDENT FIELD DISSEMINATION

= THE VICE PRESIDENT
wATT.:_Me, Keal B, Crae o

e

CeWHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM go
EATT.: Dr, Hrwry A Lissranee o =tie o rue | BB
_ L . R bk ‘
[@SECRETARY OF STATE o AR Wt 03-
(#BTRECTOR, CIA Powd /0 E 012912

IRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY  ,gpean, BUREAU OF INVESTIgAT
- [JAND NATIONAL INDICATIONS CENTER _U.S. DEPARTMENT of JUSTICE o

COMMUNICAT
SDEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY DEC 5 ;?gFSECTION
EPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE oy glf -

*NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

Zy. SECRET SERVICE (PID) [ ENCODED [ PLAINTEX
ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) 7o A+ di cwend 72-a4-70

L INATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY, ATT: SENIOR OPERATION OFFICER

(3 &R_ , Lo =3
> - ( -
From: DIRECTOR, FBI €38 - < :

ST
Classigir?aﬁon: LGt 117

subject: Comm 1 TTee oF Liatcon WiTh Familws of Smome~oT
OCrTarned .'p_l\lov'rh VieTua (OOL!FAM) -

-
- !
Sulliven . —

ol
B t page. ) ¥ e

/20~ KSP899

proved

) s RYNELR

Tolson

(Text of message begins

Brennan, C.D. o
Callahan
Casper

Felt
Gale

Raven
Tavel
Walters
Sovars
Tele. Room
Holmes

Gandy __

6146151971

MAIL ROOM[_] TELETYPE UNIT Sent M Per

P




VICICFBIATP ‘
PP RUEMOC (.
DE RUEHFB 478
ZNY cCCCC ZZH Tnee -
BT
L T T T T
11=18AM 12-27=78 MXA
PRIORITY
TO: THE VICE PRESIDENT, ATT. MR, KENT B, CRANE
TO: WHITE MOUSE SITUATION ROOW
ATT.s DR. HENRY A. KISSEWGER 882
031 SECRETARY OF STATE
10t DIRECTOR, CIA 981
T0: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 881
i T0: DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 88|
—- TOt DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE e8| g~
TO: WAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE #01 F

TO: ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSEMGER)

7~  FROMs DIRECTOR, FBI
AN

0N FFB—E—tFrd—t-

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN

IR e e W = =F et Y m W mir vy wowiow g e e oY

NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM)

ON DECEMBER TWENTYSIX, NINETEEN SEVENTY, A SOURCE wHO

HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT o

-
IFAM. ARRANGED wITH NORTHWEST »+ ¢
[ 2] ” Nl Wa it WwW w

nn|

ORIENT AIRLINES, J.F. KENNEDY AIRPORT, NEw YORX CITY,

EWD PAGE ONE .




PAGE TwD (CONFIDENTIAL)
FOR USE OF WORTHWEST'S LOUNGE ON DECEMBER TWENTYSEVEW,

NINETEEN SEVENTY, FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE, WHICH wAS TO BE
CONDUCTED BY TNREE PASSENGERS RETURNING ON NORTHWEST FLIGHT
NUMBER FOUR, TEW FORTY-FIVE P,M,, DECEMBER TWENTY SEVEN,
NINETEEN SEVENTY FROM TOKYO, PASSENGERS WERE €IVEN AS R,.T.
YOUNG, T. YOUNG AND A, BENNETT wHO WOULD HAVE NEW PRISONER
OF WAR WNAMES RECEIVED FROM NORTH VIETWNAMESE GOVERNMENT.
SOURCE ADVISED ABOVE FLIGHT ALREADY AIRBORWE, DEPARTED
HONG XOMG FOR TOKYO, FLIGHT TO ARRIVE SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
ELEVEN TVENTY A.M,, DECEMBER TWENTY SEVEN, iIIETEEI SEVERTY
(SEATTLE TIME) WHERE CUSTOMS INSPECTION QILL BE MADE. U.S.

CUSTOMS WILL NOT SEARCH IN NEW YORX CITY,  NO PRESS CONFERENCE

BELIEVED SCHEDULED FOR SEATTLE,
GF=-1

BT
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

“2- Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

[ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 Sectiop 552a
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3 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference 10 you or the subject of your
request. '

(1 Information pertained oniy to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only,

[EL Documents orig_inated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld*for the following reason(s):

[3J For your information:

12\ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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UNITED STATES GC RNMENT

Memorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) DATE: 12/31/70

SADC AT Y F1NN2150nN\Y D110

:.---u, ¢ RAIIS ALY A NV e LN \A\Uu] y‘
. s o
SUBJECT:  COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH o p— i cem

FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED T NIf M i 08

IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) e IR 8 350

1S - MISCELLANEOUS Powimia ¢.¢ 1a

(00: New York)

Re New York airtel to Bureau, 12/29/70, and Bulet,
10/12/70.

Continuing monthly contacts with the following in-
dividuals to determine if the families of POWs or servicemen
missing in action (MIA) has determined that the below listed
contacts have no knowledge of COLIFAM activity in this area:

__ S 11, syracuse, Nedl
York.ﬂ 18 responsible for contacting the families of
all AT Force POWs or MIAs who reside in the Albany Division.)
P is responsible
s and MIAs quarterly in this

for contacting rfamilies o
area.)

New York.

108th MIG, Syracuse,

New York.

York. f e _
QL adD et ST
\_23Bureau {RM) io/—».stx AN D

2-New York (100-1 brc _an

[=
oo
£
0
N
o~

- - RLLI TION CONTAINED
HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED .
EXCERT X SHOWN
L e

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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g

(ﬂgal
AL 100-21500 FP

Camp Drum, New !or!.

Contact with logical sources and a review of Albany
files reflect nothing concerning press releases on COLIFAM in
this Division.

All sources and contacts have been requested to ad

ominge to
g to

their attention concerning COLIFAM.

Upon receipt of any pertinent information, the Bureau
and New York will be promptly notified,
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‘ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorgndum

?p f"{ nmm, FBI (100-457899) l_y}'r:: \12/29/70
e :

SAC, BUFPALO (100-20689)(9) - - _{

IN_NORTH IIEIHAU
IS-MISC (

] ' TTH - z-as-“ - |
1‘% ?_SERVIC
COLIFAM) Aii A1) :' (3

REGISTRATION ACT lc-\ P
L i L..o..-’:.'"l’

DATE

0O0: New York

Ren:vlet 11/30/70. M‘B

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an
LHM, dated and captioned as above. Enclosed for the New
York Office are two coples of the LHM as New York Office E &A=t

- is the office of origin in this matter. Lo

LEAD

BUFFALO - -
Will continue interviewing relatives or :Lndividuals
named on list,

_. s1-100
\

| p0-457855 35
~ Bureau (Encs. 5 E%o &EC'
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UN‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J’STICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Buffalo, New York
December 29, 1970

e -
[

- COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH PAMILIES | -
+. OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN _nml C o

X% VIETNAM (COLIPAN) Sy

1 2
Tp - e 7. n the indicated dates, the persons named .on the
4785 attached Interview Reports were contacted by the named

representative of the Pederal Bureau of Investigation
and furnished the information contained therein,

This document contains neita: ToooTee ool

dations nor conclusions =0 1. "I D i3
property of the FBI and s icoizd t your B
ageacy; it and ils contents are not to ba i ,’I-Yn‘b‘lé‘
tributed outside your agency. F o
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

o Dore 11/9/70
E-O {1-&(\" Z‘) —
erviewed at his place
of empl New York, He advised
his son 1s and that he is Nissing
In Action » ad not been contacted

by anyone other

his sen.
resides in

TR ARSI & He_advige
his son's wirfe,
Florida; and mw her letter
she has been contacted by anyens other the military relative t

her huaband.
. S

—— ‘7‘-—
/?’('Vf/

nr.madviud that in the event he 1s contacted
by & member o ttee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen
Detained in North Vietnam, he will immediately notify the FBI.

On__ ] umn Ll — Neaw York Flle s

b?——%—= Dole dictated

This documen! contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It & the property of the FBl ond 1s loaned to YOUr GQENCY;

it and ity contents are not to be disiributed sutside your agendy
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.= b74
-l- [@s‘ﬂ Dote 11/17/70

#e

Krs.
listed by the ALir Force as aling Action.

Shes advised she has never been eontacted by the
Comuittee of Liaison with Families of Serviceamsn Detained in
Forth Vietnmam (COLIFAM) or any other similar organization,

o~ b2

)/Zﬁ
On ]],{]2#0 _ol_—_w‘ﬁlcu Buffalo ]m.QOGEQ—

[ T -V _ Dats dictatsd -~ SNy A

Dats diciates Al
This document containg n._':omm-ndollonl ner conclusions ol the FBL It is the properly of the FBI ond is looned 10 your ogency,

Wond its contents are not to be disirlbuied oulside your agency
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FD 30% {REV. 3.17-69)
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- Dote -4

-“-e‘-‘-' vﬂ"" ad‘r’ise\l 45 L llus an l\.l 15 d
by the Air Force as Nissing 1n Actlon,

She advised she has never been contacted by the
Committee of Iiaison with Familles of Ssrvicemen Detained in

North Vietnam (COLYPAM) or any other similar organization

BT A waoas Al W B Egmpabs. - e L WA W“-ﬂvﬁvl.|

Fo ™" e

‘ o (éi~ -~ lac
‘ On—nﬁ.aﬁo_m___la_xorx___rn--_maun_lm_aaﬁaa_-

u,_g,;_ Date dictored 11/13/70
U

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI it is the properiy of the F8I and is looned 10 your ogency;
Wand il contents are 0ot 1o be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
™~ ‘?6—

,‘-\.
-le po(™~2 127370
advised

Nrs .,
that she and m:w been
eontacted by the Comnittees of Liaison W Faanilies of

Servicensn Detained In North V. y of
its mscbers since her stepson, was
reported missing ux ntlon ove e r, 8he

Y Iy s [ Sy . gy —
advised that they had received information furnished by the

Air Foroe that her stepson's squadron eommander reported

that he had ball of fire in the area tat he had last
plane on the particular aission over Hanol
isappeared, S8ince that time they have
receiv ormtion whish would give tham cause to beleiv
is actwmlly a prisoner of war,

She advised that they recently observed a picture ir
one of the local  pewspapers, uhich orizimud through an

TWiee T4ae

re” rys Yo UUIIIHI-I“I- IJ-IB l'. ll'plvbws J'IIIH'J J.BII.I ]JI-I-BUHEI'I D].
war playing huk:ethall. Both she and her husband noted that
one of the prisoners, who to the sameraman, bore

mblance to Bhe remarked that

demg the tudent at Pittsford,
or'x, School, bad been an outstanding basketball

player.

o She stated t wife,m
who 1s ori i.nally rro:n move
eéhildren to Randdlph PField in order ¢ be available for any

-~ o her husband's whersbouts

ureent addreas, whieh

She advised that they have been in regular ocontact
with wife and are positive that she had not
been ¥ LIFAN or else she would bave made sone

mention of it to thea in her letters.

.q,l Il—_-.
-

F " dve

! ada 1 Ny e
o._ugmo_.-m York rve.__Buffalo 100-20683
v Y oo soume_ LL/21/10

This document contmini neiher recommaendations not canclusons of the FBL % L thae property of the FBI
Nond th :on'onh are aet ie be distributed sutside your agency.

ond u looned to your ogency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

-1- boe___12/H/70

Mrs,
—a.dme r son,
een listed as miasing in action

for four and one half years.

ghe advised she had not been contacted by the
Committee of Liaison with Familes of Bervicemen Detalined
in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) or anyone else other than those
persons connected with the military.

ﬁgo N X e Yo B4 S

on_3n/o/70 o'mim—ﬁua..Mamm—
v o QR 12/

This documan! containg nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FB! and is looned to your agency;
It and its contenis are not 10 be disiributed outside your agency
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FD-204 (Rev, 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

, -~
Copy v E&/ ‘76
Repot of: SAP Oy LOUIS VILLE
Date; JanUary 6, 1971

Field Offics Flle #: 100=-5474 Buresv File #: 100-457899
z Tie. COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH
w FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN
- DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM
: (COLIFAM)
) Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - MISCELLANEOUS
Sysopels: Parents and/or relatives of persons missing in
T3 action or prisoners of war in North Vietnam,

interviewed. No one able to furnish any informa-
tion concerning COLIFAM.

« RUC =

Cowlm;a £.0. =Py

,‘ o-93 MIA F1) ac.
A >
!L.:l:;—%/J’ ;:"-
pasne1>

. Details:

This document contatns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It i the properiy of the FBI and 1s loaned 10
Your agency; it and lis contents Sre not 1o be distributed outside your agency.
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! ﬂwmg investigation was conducted by
= SA
Py
= ucky, turnished
owing in the presence
: of her husband:
e _ < e —
F Their son, has been
missing in action sinWe was
"shot down" from a reconnaissance plane in which he was
- il ‘ ‘
g

Kentucky,
wit e CommifTee of Li Families of Servicemen

Detained in North Vietnam {COLIFAM), to their knowledge.
- She said she knows of no one else who has been conacted by

COLIFAM. She_has received no harassin telephone calls or
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

STV i

=™ Dote

Lre

at her son 1s
who has been missing in

lirs. ststed that siie has not been
contacted by anyone c¢oncerning her son other than United
States ..ir Force Personnel who contact her from time
to tine. '

/}a/""r""\ é?c_

on 9/16/70,, R <entocky Filey_ 15 100-5474

9/ig/7C

by

Date dictatsd

This decument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI ond is loonsd to your agency:
it ond its contents are not to ba distributed outside your agency.
-
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9,'24/7¢C

f-.irs- stated tht she has not been
contacted by anyone from the Committee of Liason
With Families of Servicemen Detained In North Viet
Nam however, she did receive a telephone call from
R an unknown individual 1n California who advised that
e he was with several others going to North Viet Nam
o and would attempt to deliver any message that she
would like have sent to her son. She was told to

qggj mail a letter to them for delivery to her son.

}:( ' : Lirs.aexhibited a2 letser she received
ai postmarked July » 4970, from KE! IBRKPATRICK,
o Peace Educatlion Secretary, American Frie Service

SN Committee, Incorporated, 814 Northeast 40th Street,
Seattle, Weshington. This letter was on the letfer-
head ¢f the - mericcn Friends Service Committee,
Incorpeorated, :GU llorth Fifteenth Street, Philadelpiiic,
Pennsylvania, and was dated 7,27/70. The lettier
indicates that they were returning her letter f{o her
son and that KIRKPATRICK had gone te both Hanoi

and Salgon and talked to a Mr. TRAN TRONG QUAT of the

Viet Nam Committee for Solidarity with the American

People. KIRKPATRICK indicated that he had a list

of 335 American Servicemen from the above mentioned

committee who he says are held in detention camp

in North Vietnam.

The letter states that Mr. TRAN TRONG QUAT
e informed KIRKPAINICK that he would accept only letters
f directed to the named individuals on the list and
would not recelve any other letters, Therefore
KIRKPATRICK was returning the letter to r.-irs.—

9/16/70 et

On File y__LO 100-5474

9,”13,/70

by Dote dictated

This document containg nsither recommandotions nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI ond is lcaned to your agency.
it and its contents ore not t6 be distributed sutside your ageney.
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bre

Sﬂwﬂ.ng investigation was conducted by

€ available
advisen .thaj;

g
wife, sister g
be ®ntacted 2
she is 3
s wite had been handlinfg & dLLers concerning her

missing brother and would hawype of information

LS 100-5474 E o (AT

that the Agent was geeking. id not have any knowledge
of any ¢ontact by the committee question.

On September 16 1970,.&-5

sister of missin
that she had not been contac y the itiee o
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam,
(COLIFAM). The only contact she had was with one DONALD
BARSE, Officer, United States Air Force, Dayton, Ohio.
She could furnish-no further information.

ing investigation was conducted by
w on September 30, 1670, at
father ofm
was contacted concerning any indi als
ave contact garding his son who is presently

missing &n ac dvised his son has been
missing she » and the only contact he“has
had with any g his son has been the military
authorities. Mr! stated he was recently contacted by some
one from the Air n Ghio, who advised him to be on the look




LS 100-5474 np

for people who might represent themselves to be
help him get in contact with his son. Mr.

advised this group that was supﬁosed to contact
the North Viet-

m Was supp be sypathetic to
namese. Mr. advised should arexgone from this group
attempt to con im, he would immediately notify the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

*following investigation was conducted by

SA

Mr. and Mrs. “
Kentucky, advised tha

elr son, was a jet pilot with

the United States Air Forc®. as been missing in
action since August, 1968, and he was last observed to
be flying a ground support mission over North Vieinam.

They were advised b tment of Defense that it
was presumed that ﬂcrashed on his last
mission, No word NdS Deer™received concerning the
pouts of their son, according to Mr. and Mrs.
“ They have no information _gpdicating that their
1s a prisoner of war. Mrs. indicated that she
feels that her son is dead. Th ave not been contacted

by COLIFAM.

sA ii followi.ni investigation was conducted by
NS ;- ¢

On QOctobher 5. 1970, Mrs,

H

SR S W W R

TVl ]
Ken Y. Mrs.
S at have been made in

advis a ,
er behalf by organizations have been made by the United

BY
i States Air Force and the International Red Cross. She
sl said that she has never received any crank calls regarding

Lo /2l
(] vr
6 $7c
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who has been missing in action since
1968, and has never been contacted by
or tor that matter, any organization which claimed

that it would or could intercede with the North Vietnam
Government to determine whether her husband 1s a prisoner
of war or is on their casualty list.

She ted that as far as she knows, she is the
only person in Kentudy, who has a close relative
missing in action nam. She said that she has newr

been contacted by any other families or relatives of men
missing in action for any purpose whatsoever.

t' : She said that she has written letters to the

K North Vietnam Government at Hanoi and to their
delegation at Paris, France, but has never received a
reply.

S She stated that she would immediately notify the

Federal Bureau of Investigation should the committee in

o question or any other group outside the United States
Air Force and the International Red Cross contact her re-
garding her husband.
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pate_ October 19, 1970

‘L7¢=' égﬁg/ﬂ—f?

and that he has
is a prisoner of

war in North Vietnam, Heé aQviBsd that his son has been a
prisoner of war for about three years and that he has never
heard of the Committee of Liaison with Families of Bervicemen
Petained in North VYietnam,

s ct—

“ndvised that he had sent a Christmas card
to hix son las Hstmas through the Red Cross in Washington,
D,C., and that according to the letters, four of which have
been received from his son, his son had never received a
letter from his wife, but did receive the 1969 Christmas
card sometime during the past summer, He said that the last
letter received from his son was dated July 24, 1970, and
that this letter was received about the middle of September,
1970, He advimed that the letters were very scant in informa-
o tion furnished and that he was sure that it was necessary

for the letters to be short and non-specific in order for
them to pass censorship.

advised that the Jetters gare actually
S non’s wife, krs. (NRENINNEND
Virginil, afid WRGo BEE gets
C_ W made and sends it to

him,

\ /—urrxf-\'
- £e £ e

on10/7/70 _o__ (R rtucky .y 18 100-5474

This document contoins neither recommaendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency:
it ond Its contents are not to bs distributed eutside your agency,
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‘ ing investigation was conducted by
SA ‘

On_October 9, 1970,
c

Mr.!l!llllllll!lll.'
k vised that he 1s the
wauw States Air

Barra wrh e a nri ho W ,mmam' He

i m resides in
d e Pentagon. ts are presently
and are due to return the following
. 1hCE o +her was shot down over enemy
territory, the wife has received three letters
}EET through an unknd¥ These letters were then
. xeroxed and forwarded to the parents. His father and mother
T -would be able to provide details as to how the letters

arrived. He concguded by stating he has never been con-

PVawsy

stated
Virqgini

wilw -

- tacted by any group in any way in connection with his
- brother seing a prisoner of war.

i

!v1| se! !hat

United
of war in

5 States Air Force, who is sently a
O North Vietnam, having been shot d 1968. They ad=-
i | vised that a little over one year ag e notified

by the t their son was a'prisorser of war.

d tha ife,
esides at Arlington,
irginid, and is employel a e rentagon,

department unknown.

proxi ar ago and during the
summer of 1969, wife received a t ording
of her husband®'s Vo Fy e Alr Porce. Mrsﬁ
had no idea where the tape came from. She offered.the

opinion that someone had taped this voice during a’
prisoner of war broadcast over short-wave radio.

9
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Both Mr. and Mrs.?sta‘t’ed that they had never
been contacted in any way or by anyone in connection with
their son bein? a prisoner of war. They were unable to

; provide any information whatsoever concerning COLIFAM.

Mrs.Fstated that ”wife has
* received three letters from her husband since h& has
3% been a prisoner of war. She stated that the first letter

. arrived in late 1969 or early 1970; the next in May of 1970,
ﬂ:) and the last letter being during the summer of 1970,
feod

She stated that his wife has forwarded copies of the
letters to and after viewing the handwriting, both Mr.
and Mrs. believe they are genuine.

nes, Jkstated that— wife had
been contacted by an unknown woman trom either New York

or Philadelphia by telephone. Other than the telephonic
B contact, she was unable to provide any information as to
- who delivered the letters or for that matter, who may have
: acted as courier,

) Mr. and Mrs.Estated that*
_ wife is writing her husband and has also sent packages

to her husband, but she was unable to grovide any informa-
tion as to the method of mailing or delivery. Fo/~20T

]
A ‘ She stated that this past summer, F
wife sent a pamphlet to her which reflected the
o name "National League of Families of American Prisoners in
R Southeast Asia, Post Office Box 4116 Virginia Beach, Virginia,
AR 23454 The contents of this brochure disclosed an

ad or request to write fr further information to
One (1) Constitution Avenue, Washington, D. C.

In essence, the brochure requests one to direct
letters to the President of North Vietnam and in them state
that the writer is fearful of the well being of American
prisoners of war, and request that terms of the Geneva
Convention be honored.

10
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Both Mr. and Mrspwere unable to provide
any additional information Concerning this matter, and

added that should they be contacted by any group in the
future relative to this matter, they would contact the

Federal Bureau of Investigation.

in 1nvestigat10n was conducted by

™ eT of war

i MrS-

¢ due 6 her a nature of her illness
. (Parklnson s Disease)}, has not been advised that her son

is a prisoner of war ewen though he has been held by North
Vietnam for at least three years.

s.—stated that her daughter
— has been appointed guardian for Mrs.
. 3 er's legal affairs are being handled

1 Mrs.
?(: 27, 1970, substad nitormation and specifically

requested that Mrs., not be contacted and
apprised that her so er of war.

s.—stated that she handles all of
Mrs, respondence and knows for a certainty
that Se has not received any mail from any person

F or group acting he North Vietnamese Government.

Moreover, Mrs. d by any outside
persons at the inasmuch
personnel there have 1nstruc

not to allow any strangers to see Mrs.

and
¥ Mrs.

on October

11
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Rotated fhad wife,
‘- ii i given naxme) is livinY .

Florida, ' F;
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R ANy

INFORMANTS

Identit Location

=
e T o T B U

ADMINISTRATIVE

SR
. Complete details of the interview of Mrs.w
are contained in an appropriate FD-302 mai in

e Boston file. The results of the interview ¢oFf her have
been set forth in the details under a "T" symbol as she
specifically stated she did not wish to be disclosed as vhe
source o iniformaciosn she furnished.

Investi by the Bostzn Divisi led to
locate anyone at Me., by the name of it peing
noted that page I eéw York LHM, dated 6/ . captioned

matter, listed {§s one reported confimed Prisoners of War
a Me. , .

) t Is to be noted, however, that a review of
- refere O San Antonig lgtter determipned that one

o &5 nished by the U. S. Alr Forc o Arents

of the San Antonic Division. It would appear
likely is identica h the above-mentioned er, im
tigation to locate had been unsuccessful™™™nate. On the
5f reNYairtel, furt Ifforts to locat Are being disconi
at this time. '

Interview of other individuals mentioned in the
San Antonio letter was not recommended as there was :
no indication they would be aptioned committ=ze
with the exception or Mrs. mother of*
ho was intervie tter and th 2

verorth in this report.

B
COVER PAGE
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ADMINISTRATIVE (Cont.) s ( by =

an: (N
have been

results set
dated

forth in Tampa report of SA
T7/20/79.

The delay in the interview of was due
to the fact that she was travelling

In accordance with instructions in reNvairtel
and as all other outstanding leads have been covered, this
matter 1s being RUC'd to 00. 1In the event pertinent
information subsequently comes to the attention of this
office the Bureau and New York will be appropriately advised.

Cc*
COVER PAGE
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: UNI", ) STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ji “ICE
- . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

~T
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40

Copy to: :

Repert .;,SA— o BO8ton, Massachusetts

bwe: 1/5/71
Field Office Fils s 100-41237 Bursas File g 100-457899

- . Tole: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM)

l Choracter INTERNAL SECURITY ~ MISCELLANEOUS; o~

REGISTRATION ACT (~
4&9 .f;;

"""‘advised: Mrs. Me.,
12> of Prisoner of wa . had
nat heard from her husband since he w en prisoner

in 11/65 until receipt of a Jetter fram him anelased

in a letter from DAVE DELLINGER on the stat: ~nery of

"Liberation." Subsequent letters have also been received

: by her from her husband through DAVE. DELLINGER,- TOM HAYDEN,

' mdM These communications only contact )
Mrs. has had with COLIFAM and she has not

gh COLIFAM

L

forwaTOcOWENY letters tq her husband throu
espondence to tha
Me,, ad :

& husband 92 r sister, ho,
“_confined to nursing home with mul viple-ECiCYOs1s; that
is unaware of his wife's present physical
residence in a nursing home; that all

’ correspondence from and to Wected from the—
residence and that she, Mrs. reviews all correspondence
to her sister prior to delive™ Decauge of the sister's serious
physical and mental condition. ' Mr stated that
COLIFAM had corresponded with Mrs. and sent her
letters from her husband and that e acknowledgment
and appq-e“iiﬂ have been sent to the committee in the name

of _Mrs however, no letters haye been gent t
_the cqmmittee, mw
_ Porer
rOE TR AN CQ"( -~ ‘ . e .
gnn n v s pr ot 4 A’”. \ FEL-F6-tvernes [~ v~
‘-c. L 1 -"I'_\L;l-.k_-iv - A 2 4 - *°
|

4
Voovtews w Wi sTtm e BICE MER-Skom- | &? <

slftisr facommendations nor conglual of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 1s logned to

1
T

P 8 conlenis .'E?% oﬁo::lzo‘ézr Iﬂqus Mo
§% ForoTRTe. &.0./alB/0_ s covexnurnt mormec orrict : 106 © - sa1-u7
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her son, has been POW
since 8/680; ShG that SO Mpeived her first
letter from him since he became a POW shortly
before Christmas, 1969, a letter brought back
from North Vietnam by a group of women who had
visited POWs in North Vietnam, one of Whom was
her son, Since the formation of COLIFAM in
1/70, she has sent two letters to her son
through the committee and has received letters
from him forwarded to her by the committee,

Y .. She ne mittee for poxtage.
= Mrs. ss., mother
, of PO ed that she

¥ : had bee through RUSSELIX JOHNSON

‘ of the American Friend's Service Committee a
Cambridge, Mass.; that she had initially telephonicall
“contacted DAVID DELLINGER and CORA WEISS who sug-
gested she write a letter to her son and mail it

to them in New York for forwarding. She had

complied with the instructions and within & month
received & reply from her son. She has since been
receiving a letter on an average of once every two

months. She had offered DELLINGER and ey

1 eclined her offer. Mrs.
. Mass., advised her son ,
- own in Vietnam in 7/68 and was listed

as missing in action until 8/69, when he was

, identified as a POW. In 12/69, she received her
first letter from her son which was brought back
from Vietnam by a delegation of three women, one

L

- Ve R e e L Adm e Y

of whom was CORA WEISS, from Women Strike
for Peace, to Vietnam,who had interviewed POWs.
Subsequently, she received a form letter from
COLIFAM in 1/70, introducing the committee,

% e Tfollowing which she sent one or two letters
through the committee to her son but thereafter

N
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SYNOPSIS (continued)

DETAILS:

has used normal mailing procedures,

She has received two letters from her gon

through the committee, one in 4/70 and one
in 9/70 and has acknowledged each. All of
the above-mentioned individuals expressed

their desire not to cooperate should their
testimony be desired against COLIFAM,

- RUC -
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on August 4, 1970, provided the
following informatlon

£:5 a United States Naval
Officer who nas been detained as a pri
by the North Vietnam Gove
was the husband oF Mrs.

Mrs. had had no contact with her
husband since he was taken prisoner until a letter was
received from him through DAVE DELLINGER who had written
to her on October 4, 1967, on stationery bearing

L "Liberation' enclosing a letter to her from

This letter had been dir d to
under her maiden name, Missh
Maine. Since ihii ;i , adaictionsl
Iétfers have heen diractad o Mrg, LEom el
husband throush DAVE DELLINGER, Tomnd CORA WEISS,
and these latter communications have been received under
Mrs.— married name.
Mrs.

Pwas a member of the Delegation
that went to Parils in December 1969, in an effort to
intercede with Hanoi officials for the release of POW's,
and at this time would not cooperate in any proceedings
as she wishes to keep every avenue of communication with
her husband open; and any public act by her might be the
basis for retaliatory measures against her husband.

On the basis of letters received by Mrs.
—from her husband, it would appear he was in

good health, however, his recent letters appear to have
been dictated by others as they have an oriental manner
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- ”
of expression. 1In his lett makes no mention of
receiving letters from Mrs but has acknowledged
receipt of packages forwardéd Dy Her to him through the
facilities of the United States Navy.

Mrs .Qhas not as yet utilized an offer
of the Committee © aison with Families of Servicemen
(COLIFAM) to forward letters from her to her husband

nor has she directed any correspondence to that
committee.

7 Mrs _has not been subjected to any
f_ha'x;eis_sim_aﬁ_t_’_'or types of influence by COLIFAM.

also made 'available correspondence

received by Mrs. from COLIFAM and 'Liberaticu'
which informant advi s been Mrs, only
contect with the committee.
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EDITORIAL EOARD: AJ. Muste {1885.1947}, Chairmaon;
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( ..,S’lb,) Octaber Ly 1967

Ty B 0909w

Dear M{ §s Malone:

-1 have rccmtly returned from a con.fc-re'\cc in Bratislava,

Cegechoslovaitia at which ferty Amcricens from the peace movenent
met with representatives from the Nuten al Liberation Front and
North Vietnonm, The Worth Vietnamccorhroucht with them the

‘enclosed Iet.t.e.., alerng with severcl others from American pilots,

mmd melaad .. sl 2
q(umuubvualul

2

I have not seen Allan Carpenter «o.@ have not, of course, read

-his lett:r but Inos~ tint it b:’:‘:gf‘ roresuring neus of his

health and wvell-being, Let me just 28cthat I ha'.rc visited lorth

Vietnam twice in the past yeer &nd on =y secend trip, in May-June,
I visited s detention camp ond tolked 2t lenghth with two of the

"Aneri can priscners. 1.~...L::a11j guch & bbief visit {roa the out=-

€ de cannot find cut everything one wuld like to know. Alse, no

- food, exercise or mcdical care con zzke up for the absence of

freedon and the sorrow of being scaar...t.ed from onets family and

Tnnemd Tmmami ¥ ma [ T o A ... AL L
aUVEeUL Ones, But at dade L &l yl.m.t te be eble Lo iafemwm Fou wWhdl

my visit wvas encouraging in thot Ly fer exzmple, the prisoners ve

talked with appetred cheerful znd commented that they were well
- fed and cared for, I zm enslesing o copy of Liberation in which

there is a fuller report of the conditions ot the ca:..p anu our

. discussions with t’\e two fmericzns,

~and Allan returaed to you.

-

Please accept my sincere best wishes for you in your present
difficult situstion and my pogyers thet the war uill soon be over

»

Db/bw

i
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~ Commitiee (in formotion):

—

COMPIITTEE OF LIAISON
with Families 7 Servicermeon Detained . Rorth Vietnam

L rme———

.

1L ~
ol a0 /
P
-

(,;b’ 1~ b7< @ 7651480

CAEBLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

March 9, 1970

-‘1&:F/' We have Jﬁst ived word from Hanoi that a
!,' { /7. Jdetter frorh to you has bean mailed

from North wrevmeam suo=ris expected to arrive here
shortly, perhaps in the next week or two. As soon
a8 1t arrives, alorg with 86 others in the same
package, we will send it to you Iimmediately, Please
forgive the mimeographed letter but we wanted you

Rennie Dovis .
Rev. Richord Fernendex to know right asway, particularly the large number
(] 1

*Moggie Geddes of families for whom this will be the first letter.

*Steve Halliwell

Treasuren
Mrs. Anne Bennett

Stowort Mcochom Az a result of arrangéments made with the North.

Peot. Beo Soiraman Vietnamese, mail from czptured pllots will be sent

N : to this office in hundles for remailinz to families..

-E:ELfﬁﬁLu, . The Committee of Lisison, which includes members of

*Trudi Young . verious antl-war organizations, also forwards letters
: to captured pilots, although familles are able &c¢

send letfers, once ter month, and a packaze, of

BIX pounds or less every other wmonth, directly.

Both letters 2nd poekoges should be pidr-egsed tos

*staff

Nsme of serviceman, serial number
Camp of Detention of U.S, Pllots Captured
in the D.R.V. : '
Hanol, Democratic Republic of Vietnam
vias Moscow, U,S.S.R.

Vie understand that three more packesges of mail are on their way and
a8 _has been announced by the postmezster general of Hanol, in 2all,

318 letters are expected in this period. Since December we have for-

warded 266 letters; and as of this mailing we have official confirma-
‘tion of 219 servicemen held by the North Vietnamese, P

V- |

We ere very pleased to be able to perform this service and hope that
you will feel free to be in touch with us if vou have anvy auestions

LUl o v e J UMToUudlUiioa.

In the meantime we continue to work for the immediate and complete
withdrawal of all U,S, troops from Vietnam; to bring an end to the
fighting, k4illing end capturing and to hasten the day when all

. families will be reunited, Americen and v1etn§yese. '

= ) 2
: ' T ' Sincerely yours,
. N . ' '." L . . .
, AR S Ci\sé?} > 'JEvaQ-Jsf££h¥?VL
_ ‘ . o . Cora)eis € Dave Dellinge B
. - . . h l. 7‘ f-ﬂ“'f‘ F/,J/fj ' '_ , ':______.
: - I X




COMMIMTTEE OF _14iS65

‘with Familizs ¥ Servicemen Detainee. n North Vietnas

" CABLE ADDRESS:

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

—_— -

(212} 765-1490

COLIAFAM _ _ )
':  May 4, 1970
. Ce-choirmen: ; ' _
 Dove Dellinger - Prom: Rev, Richard\Fernandez
Coro Weiss .To: The familiea of the 335 presently confirmed
... Pprisoners held in North Vietnan
Tereosvrer: Re: Informstion on corrvespondence with prisoners

Mrs. Aanc Beanet?

Committee

Richard J. Barnett
Renpie Dovis

" Maodeline Duckies
- Prof. Richord Falk .

Rev. Richord Fernondez

On April 20th I returned from a3 three-week trip to

and Forth Vietnawn, In North Vietnam I spoke
®with of ficisTE PESTUNEible for communlcatlon between
pllots bald in detention there and their families
here. The following informztion was emphasized to
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are

. anXlous to malke sure that you sre avware of 1t:

Norman Frychter
*Moggic Geddes

Steve Halliwell

Prof. Donold Kalish

1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the -
: air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence,

. " Stewort Meochom 2) Communication to pilots should be limited to
: ??{ Prof. Bea Seitiiar matters of family and health.
b ; Prof, Fronx Schurmorn
jﬁﬂﬁf -Ethei Toyier 3} Pilots are allowed to regcive onc ledier per
. “Barbare Webster ‘ wonth and one packsge every other month (not
i . Trudi Young over six pounds in weight).
;' “stolf . Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not.

wish to receive seversl letters and/or psckages per
.. month for a given pllot from different wembers of tre
- sswme family, TFamilies should make arrangements {or
: alternsting lestters each month if different members
want to write, 2o '

The Morth Vietnamese authorities indicated that, ffom this point
. forward, they will not feel recponsible for forwarding letters and
packages that do not adher to the above,

If the letter form 1s mailed directly it can go in another.envelops

but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.5.S5.R.," should definitely be in-

c¢luded in the address. If lettdrs are sent to the Committee of Liafiscno
_ for foruarding please enclose bud\ do not.affix stamps as we send letser

on in packets. The Commlitiee caniQt forward packages for families.

o A
While I wes in Hanoi, Prof. Douglay Sowgd of Qgg%ﬁllfﬂniﬂenai y/and I
wet with three pllots: Cdr. Rcbert Schueitzer of Lemoore, Cslifornia; .
Cdr. Valter Wilbur of Virzinia Beach 2nd Lt. Col. Edison Miller of
Santa #Ana, Callfornia. The three men were in good health, and said
they had daily exercise znd rcading materiai, The three pilots ad-
vised us that they had been getting letters and psckages from their

- ] . 3 ’
- =8} S -
. ':i“. ) , ) . .l‘/

L e
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Richard Fernandez me: - page 2

families, and asked that packazes include tollet articles and canned
focds., 1In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cresm, instant coffee and
non-melting candy. They ssid they do not need clothes,

Also, in my discussiens with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity _
with the Americsn People, the Committee of Liaison's contact in North
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have been
sent from Hanol through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 155
letters sre still on thelr way from Kanol to families here,

We hope that this information clarifics some aspects of corresbondence
for you., If you have any further questions please do not hesitzte
- to contaet us, . . :

'}
0

.. {

4
e



BS 100-641237

A characterization of DAVE DELLINGER is
contained in the characterization of
"Liberation'" Magazine s
appendix pages. In addi
1970, DELLINGER and THO
amongst others were found
United States District Court, Northern
District, Illinois, Chicago, Illinois,
for violating the Federal Antiriot Law
Statute for traveling in interstate
commerce from outside the state of
Illinois with the intent to incite riots
in Chicago, 1llinois, during the
Democratic National Cenvention in August
1968, On February 20, 1970, they were
sentenced to five years imprisonment and
fined $5,000. On February 28, 197¢, the
United Sidtes Court of Appeals, Seventh
District, Chicago, ordered DELLINGER and
his codefendants released on $25,000
bond each pending appeals of their
convictions,

THOMAS HAYDEN has been further identified
as one of the founders of the Students
for a Democratic Society (SDS), a
— characterization of which is contained in
_ the appendix.

BS T-2 in March 1956 advised that CORA
WEISS, then CORA RUBIN, while attending
the University of Wisconsin, Madison,
Wisconsin, was present-at a public

-10-
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meeting sponsored by the University of
Wisconsin, Chapter of the Labor Youth
League (LYL).

The Labor Youth League has been

designated pursuant to Executive Order
10450.

-]1l~
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r Force.

" mresidence
. Pesided there untgi

- had been a prisoner of u
war (POW) in North since 1968, and at—-

the present time he is unaware o e seriousness of
his wife's current physical cuplition or her residence
at the wmrsing Lwwe. All correspondence f£rom and to

hiz 1s diiected from the address of Mrs_
R - o i
correspondence recte

to prior
. to delivering the material

The Committee of Liaison with Families of
Servicemen Detained in North Xietnam (COLIFA!f) has
corresponded with sent letters

" to her from her husban letters of

acknowledgement and appreciation have been sent to
- COLIFAM under the name of Mrs.

To date,
however, letters to ave not been sent
to him in care of COLIFAM. ,ﬁ-o [T
‘b2 o

N

< ~*Zznizot with COLIFAM has only been by
correspdulcuce. Lhere have been no threats or attempts

Bo tvpin -~ L7

O _&/il?(‘-___—ﬁaine File#_BS 100-41237

b‘.’—SA-— Dote dictated i '-SISL‘?O
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at harassment in the correspondence received from

COLIF nything considered of an improper nature.
Mrs. was unable to recall on how many occasions
she ac

nowledge i reciation the receipt of
letters from or the identity of the
individual £ recting the correspondence.

the family would
not be able to cooperate in any way in the event action
should be initiated against COLIFAM. The following is a
copy of literature made available by and
roeeived from COLIFAM:
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CrialldyTESE OF LIA O.‘J ;
vrith Fammw “Sorvicomon Doza:.wa ¥ F.Jortn Victnam
365 Vest 42n3 Strect, Now York, N.Y, 10035
. . P < . <L {212) 76541490
CABLE ADDRESS: . : ' . T - :
COLIAF AM - . - S . . T
INFORMATION SHEET e S
" Co-choirmen: * ~Functionzs of the Committes
Dave Dellinger . ‘
- Core Weiss . ‘The Committee of Lialson seeks to facilitate communica-
- . tion betuecen servicemen imprisoned in lerth Vietnsm and
Trocsurar: thelr families IZn the United States. The Commiiiee re-
Mrs. Arne Cannett - celves letiers from sevvicemen and forwards them to the
families through the doreHU¢c malls. Tt also foruards
Chmmnmchnfumauod letters to North Vietnam st the request of families,
Rennic Davis Familles gre. of course, gtiil free to send letters c+-
Rev. Richard Fomnaadea  vectly but should not the correct sddress for both let-
*Moggic Gedder tera and packages:
*Steve Heliiwell: . .
Stowsn Measham : . Nawme of serviceman, serlal number
Piof. Beo Seitamen L Camp of Detention of U.S. Pllots Captured
Ethe! Taylor ‘ ) in the D,].V.
*Barbara Wobster Hanol, lDemoeratle Republic of Vietnam
*Trudi Young ' L Viaboscvu U.3.8.R.
*s1aff Captured servicemen mzy roeceive one letter 3 wmomtt and
. - one packaze (not over siv pounds in weighi) every cther
"month. The Committee doss not fomuzed ;::k:::s. Iv 13 suggesled that lat-
ters sent to the Comscittee for IG?JE’Ciﬂ* be sezled and that stamps be en-

‘closed (not affixed) as letters are torwérded in packets,

-:The Committee 13 only able to be of help with respect to men who have been-
shot doun over North Vietnam. : ' :

The Couwmittee also iz able to reguest informstion reparding the status of
men thouzht to have been shot doun over lNorth Vietnam and captured thnere,
For such. inquiries the Commlttos needs ¢ have the individual's service num-
per, and any available informaticn a=s to when and where he wasg shot doun,
With respect to such requests the Committee would expect t0 receive 2 letiern
to hig family if the individual is belng neld in Merth Vietnam. If the in-
dividual is Imown to be dead or if the North Vietnumese have no informotion
regarding him, the Committee exnects t0 recelve that word to the extent
possible. In any case the Committee will ccmmunicate wilth the Tamily con-
cerned 35 soon 29 it receives word, In this way we expect that, as Muan
Thuy, hesd of the North Vietnswmesz delezatlon In Pards, has said, cradually
211 familics of servicemen held in North Vietnam will heax from their relative

- .

Backrround

The Committee of Lisison ha3 been established in response to sn initiative

-ia- o e,
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created by the North Vietnamese and is an extenslon of previous efforts.
It 1s not in any sense representing the government of North Vietnam,

Since 1955 there have been a number of meetings between people of Vietnam
(from both the North and the Nationsl Liberation Front of South Vietnam)
#hd Americans who oppose the war, On three sepsrste occasions represen-
.tatives eof the American anti-uar movement nave mone to Henol and have
returned with released servicemen, On one occasion an Awerican pezce
activist went to Phnom Penh, Cembodis to receive three American soldlers
who were released by the National Literation Front., Amerieans visiting
Henoi have frequently carried letterc to captured servicemen at the |
reqguest of thelr families and they have brought back letters when they
have returned to the United States, Obn several occasions such visitors
from the psace movement have met with captured pilots in Hanol, :

The Committee

The Committee of Liaison belleves that the sale return of U.S, servicemen
. eaptured in North Vietnam and the haif-wmillion others that the United .
Stetes mzintalna in South Vietnam, Lacs, Thellend, and aboard naval

vesselc ecan eonly come wlth a declsion ¢n ¥ nart of the U.S, covernmng
~to-completely withdraw from Vietnam., Because of this conviction, we who
sre gsorving on thils Committee will elco contlioue our elferts aiwmad zi the
-dmmedlate and complete withdrawal of all U,S. armed forces and weapons.

5&"As individua

anmd sAnAaane
S U UdpPOe ©

5 Cormitiee members are.sctive in a variety of orgenizztions
mmitted 10 ending the wer: thne New Mobillzation Committee to
End the ¥War in Vietnam, The Conspirscy, Clergy and Laymen Concerned Atout
Vietnem, U.S. Inter-relizious Commitiee on Peace, Fellowship of Reconecil-
letion, Hewsreel, Wowmen Agalnst Daddy Warbuecks, Lawyers Commitiee cn
Vietnam, and Women Strike for FPeace, : ' '

1
-
~
1

-

[N

- The Committee of Liaison is entirely dependent on donations frowm indiv-
- ddwvals and orgzenizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its work.
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Bhe was not a
and advised that her sister Mrs.
Maine, could probably be a sour

ncerning her,

L=
- é? L=
- .
- e _
on_ B/B/T0 ., S Maine it BS 100-41237
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residence address
was intervi

A +

United States Navy s was taken as a prisoner ol Wer [~ =~
in Hanoi on August 17, 1968. : C L —

During the Christma
of New York, and Mrs. MADELINE
nia, went to Henoi, North Vietn

season of 1
QUGLAS o

WEISS
Cglifor-
ey inter-

y contacted her about

December 23 and informed ber that she, Mrs.q
Wand CCRA WEISS, had talked with her soa. Rnd
W ad to say. MADELINE DCUGLAS and CCRA WEXSS neld

& press conterence alifornia and pictures of her soua,
appesred in newspapers
all over the ed States,
: ®© 8- dr e

Mrs said she received a letter in Oc-
tober, 1969, from the league of families. The letter she
received from the League of Families informed her that a
group of women were going to North Vietnam\and they would
try to hand carry letters to the Prisoners Yof war. Aabout

. one week before Christmas, 1Y6v, Mrs. ETHELY TAYLOR, 1505

Ashford Way, Philedelphia, Pennsylvania, telephonicelly

“contacted her and informed her Ehat she brought back several |

4 CTRGINDKTION |

2 letters from North nam and that one of the letter was
£ from her m#m hat she, Hre.
ETHEL TAYLOR, would mail the letfer to her. She received
E this letter from her son on approximately December 23 or 24, 1
(O go r~H~="61
\ C
o 8/4/70

Fllo#_Boston 100=41237— — —
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This was the first letter she réceive;i from her son after

he was taken as Prisooer of War.

: She received a letter from her son about January
1, 1970. This letter was myiled from Hanoi by the North
Vietnamese.

7 H

A Lo u:s\‘frﬂﬂé'/d&{’ rr e
In January, 1970, she received & Christmas card

from her son which was sent to her by the Comittee of

Liaisor\and which was brought out of North Vietnam by N

LOULIS W.ASCHNEIDER of American Friends Service Committee,

160 North' Fifteenth Street; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

" ——

L/ She received a letter cated May\l3, 1970, from
/ the Comnittee of Liaison, signed by BARBARAWERSTER, for-

- { warding one or two letters to her trom her }on,
SR -~

o She received a letter dated Aprf|

AN RTION

e

b _ ol
?},’the Compittee nf 1isieom, eisnad Srrvrr &

N\

R PV
Al i

a letter from her son

ut of North Vietnam by
ICHARD FERNANDEZ, & member of the Committee of

Lla i e ﬁo /—\‘ vr-\d'-.h é?c_

Since the Committee of Liaison was fo Jan~
1970, she has sent two letters ot her son

through the “ommittee of Liaison,

-~ "One Of LRE Iftters was seat in January, 1970, and one of

" the letters was sent in March, 1970. She said she didn't -
know whether or mot her son received these letters.

ua

MEMRIR OF Stmrey ¢

 Bhe seat $1.00 or $2.00 to the Committee of Liai-
-son for postage. . _
In January, 1970, she mailed $4.00 or $5.00 to

Mres. MADELINE DOUGLAS of Berkley, Califernia, to cover the
cost of the telephone call which Mrs. DOUGLAS made to her.

e e

Co
]
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She was ncver harassed by eny member of the Com-
mittee of Liaison and her contact with members of
mittee were very friendly.

correspondence Irom ommittée of Liaison.

Mrs sald she did not desire to cooperate
should her testimony be needed at a later date regarding
this matter due to the fact she thought the Committee of
Liaison was very helpful to her in corresponding with her
son and have been the only help she has received in cor-

-responding with him, fotrbin-—2 gorc

Hrs—furnished the following correspondence
vhici the advised she received from the Cormittee of Lisison,

v .19
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CONUMNTTEE CF LY "sen . -
with Farailios of Sorvizoman Dotnincd in florth Vistrem

305 West d2nd Strest New York N.Y. 10935 212-765-1490
Cable address: COLIAFAl

Co-chairman: ‘ January 24, 1970
Dave Dellinger
Cora Waiss £9 hw—\,—-\_
Tressu:er: .
Wrs. Anne Bennott - &=
Committee fin formation):
Rennle Davis
Rev. Hichard Fernand ’
S
*Steve Halliwell .
Stewart Mcacham On behalf of Cora Veiss and the Committee of
Prof. Boa Seitzman Liaison I'd like to thunk you very much for*
JEthel Tayler your recent contributiorn end kind letter. We
ﬂﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁf“" are certalnly glad to be of any heip and look
e g, forvard to sending more letters to you in the

Tuture,

The Vietnamcse hive s3aid tha- po2soners can

- " send and receive one letter a month,and that
they can rezeive one package every other month
if it does not velgh more than rix pounds. The
enclesed Informotion. Sheet gives the address
and rail route which must be used. If you would
1ike to you may sontinue sending your letters
to us and we will ferwaprd them on (in which cave
we enciose it 1 a packet of other letters). Or
you can seni them directly.

- o - ol NV e a Lo e i -~
Mall or rozmilics srom PrisInirc w1ll be zont +e

us snd we will forward those letters on immodiately,

. One of the tragedies of .the U.S. aggression in
Vietnam 1s what it 1s doing to Auerilcans as welil,
especially the men and, boys who g2t sent there to
flgist.  Tihe Horth Vietnamese are, in fact, mcre
understendine than some Americans azbout the fact
that even U.5. servicemen arc ip a very real way

- viertams tor trev tfes have. as Gov. Georce Fomnev
put it, been "wrainvasked" intg believing the lies
and distortions our goverrment tells. We agres with
the Vietnasmscee that i the american people really
knew the truth they would not ailew the var to go
on. .

y -
Aguain, thaak you for your cenirlibution, and
regards from Cora.

5. s ear Stadinr i\.(_ \S!‘.'\r'\o ' - sgccrely; ;
PR VAR A \-\t.»,\ enllesy o MO . 150t fet B i
htL{&“L : J} , " Barbara Webster

- . Jl; v
- v [ 4 "

-22-
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CONRUTTIZ OF 1. .80/t ’
with Fomilies of Servicomen Deotain:od sn [Morth Victnas.,
365 West dZnd Siseer, New York, N.Y. 10020

212) 745-1490

CABLE ADDRESS: _

COLIAF AN

! April 14, 1970

Ca-chairmen:

Pove Delinger - ——

Cere Yelss /,'p/z 87 ™
Treasvicr: S, ‘74‘

Mes. Anne Bennstt

Committes Dear—
Richerd 5. Bornett
Reanie Davis ' Thanks so much fotr your thoughtful letter
Madeline Duckies of April 5.
Prof. Richard Folk
Rev. Richard Fermondex First, your letter and birthday card to
MNorman Frechsar JAark went by hand to Vietnam with an anti-war
*Maggic Geddes delegation which just left for a week's visit
Stave Holliwell there, I too hope he will get the card., I
Mred, Donald ¥odich was dolightcd 42 lezarn foom CDC 4hot Both Sk
Fiwwcet Heocham ard Bill Juyhew aTe part of o Swedish dovumen-
Peof, B Scitomon tary film reccntly acguired by wvglter Cronkite, ,
Prof. Fren: Schuimann 1l look forwarc io seeing it, and “seeing" them r
Ethe! Taylor again! :
“Borboro Wobster - . .
Trudi Youny We too had high hcpes for this year, The
. widening of hostilites into Laos and Cambodia,
*stolf " however, is cegtainly no indication of ti-~ .

Administiation s interest in bringing ths wel
to an end. I aonderstand your position, and,
of course. I cdnnot speak for the North
Vietnamceoo, ‘1

Since I was in North Vietnam and saw what
the four years of bombing caveed, I can also
understand their position thougn., What I
don't unoerstand is whyrwashington c¢ontinues
) to roin death and destruciion on Vieitnam which
. also raises the toll of American lives. e
should yet toyether for a lenytbier uiscussiun
than a letier cermits sometime. even a tein-
- phone conversation,

As for your proposal to visii Herth Viatnam,
we have had this requect from other families
as well, but doudbt the zossibility of such an
. * ’

-

.




undertaking, Hovaver, we shall inform the
Solidarity Committec; we have no way of inaking
&ny assunplions at this time as to the
fasibility of such a trip. |

For your hon. 2 very happy birthday!

\ Sincerely,

. Cora Weiss

F.S.Would you mind if we exerpted a sentence

or two Vrom voyr lettors tg 1eEe, atann widn
Cihors, in & siory boing woitten about our
Lomnittee's work for which the author would

like a smettering of familjes! reactions. e

of course will not allow the use of any names,
yours or any others., Could you call us (collact)
at your earliest convenience if this would

be all right with you? Thank you.

e

-~
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CAMLE ADDRESS ! | (123 76514

COLIAFAM / hpril 20, 1970

' /

Co-choimen: . -

Dave Dellinger 7 /519 (1. /-\_—

Coro Weiss 7?4 7 ‘s "? o

. Dezr fravhico
" Treosvrer:

Rev. Richerd Feirrandzz, a member of the
Comnittee of Lizison, returncd todsy from a
two-week trip to L'a::r and North Vietram, He
Yrought back the enclesed leiter along with
201 others from prisoners being held in
North VieSnom.

Mrs. Anne Benneott

Committce

Richord J. Barnett
Reanic Dovis

Madeline Duckles

Piel. Richord Falk
Rev. Richard Ferrondea
Normen Fruclier
*Monnie Gradec

While there, RKev. Farnondez held' a lenzthy
Interview with three pllots, Cdr. Rokbert
Schueitzer, Cdr. Walter Yilber and Lt. Col

Stove Holliwall Edleon Miller., He 220 was sdvizad by
4. P
I 1""”"" "L—l]"i; Lll_wu

Frei, Doty Botioh

urisc 1;th‘s moaLaiy on Live epclessd
Prof, Beo Seitzman letter forws. We ore thergfore sending
Peof. Frenz S<buimonn 3evaral Lo you at this time ond wlll send
Ethe! Toylor more with subsoquent m:ll.

“Borboro Webster
Trudi Young

Stewart bizochem

We are of course very plessed to be atle
to forward this letter to you,

*stoff

Sinnternly wouwns,
. ' *ig ‘. n 1! LA .
. e A
4 u{ﬁﬁﬁp\\ fﬁwuzwhiﬂ\

473
ot
(>3
<
Q
o
1

. Helliwell
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(212) 765.1450
CABLE ADDRESS.
COLLAT AM

Co-choitmen:

Dove Dellinger ’ N
Core Weiss May 13, 1070
Trecsuter:

Mrs. Anne Bennett

Dear friend:

Committec

Richord 1. Bornet ' Today we raceived two packagos‘of 1etters.which
Rennie Dovis _ we hove been expectiinz frem prisonzras nelé 4in
Modeline Duckles Norih Vietnem, The toetzl nwsher of letters in
Prof. Richord Fa't both pacliezes wag 155, Althourh the paclkzzes

Rev. Richard Fernendes  WOT2 WUlled a month apart, they both srrived
. herc today,

e ¥yt very nopny e cong horoWith tne lcttons

godresyed Lo you,

Stewart Mecchem
Prof. Bea Scitzmen

Prof. Frans Schurmarn . Sincere 1y,

Ethel Teylor ) SRV
*Borbara Webstar . - Berbuna &')M‘ﬁ' “
Trudi Young ) Barbara Webster

“staff
- 1
N
i
oo
* .
, -
e
.
-~
’
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In 1967 STEVEN HALLIWELL served as
Assistant National Secretary of SDS and
also was elected to the HNational Interim
Committee and National Administrative
Committee of SDS.
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(~ e 10/16/70
Fot b et

vised that her son was_a. POl
somevhere in North Vietnam; and as she had béen uwmaPle

‘ to contact him,in mid winter or early spring 1970, she had
contacted, by telephone, RUSSELL JOHI5GH of the American
Friends Scrv1ce Comuittee, Cambridge, lassachusetts to
solicit lhis assistance. She noted that she and her
mother like JOHNSON are Quakers, and her son at one time
had attenced a religious retreat at Boston University
which was also attended by JOHNSON. JCGHNKSON had
sugzoested that she write or telephone DAVE DZELLINGER or
CORA WEISS of the Committee of Liaison with Families of

; Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM), loczted
at 365 West 42nd Street, New York City, llew York. She
subsequently telephonically spoke with both DELLINGER

and VWEISS who had Suggestc.o she write a letter to her

son and mail it to them in New York City following whieh
they would forward it to her son. They had also

~rmd alnd ATha cermrntTA T ITrmnTee mamnTaran A wamTar Femmm
J.ll\).l.\..s--l-ut b dich b mlmdber 41 W amt e - 7 e e

her son through the same means. She had complied with

their sugzzestion and sent a letter to DELLINGER's llew

e York Office and within a menth received a reply from

her son. She has been receiving a letter on the

7 average of one every two months from her son, and the
contents of his letters indicate he is receiving all
the letters and packages that she sends to him.

: She has offered DELLINGER and WEISS money, but
they have declined her offer.

Other than the telephone call, she has had
no personal contacts with representatives of COLIFAM;
and she has never been harassed or cajoled by
representatives of COLIFAM,

\

’ ;0/\‘?/"—‘- /).—_

on_10/8/70 (P rossachuseces ... BS 100-41237

by_ Doale dictated 10/9/70

This documen' cortoins neiher recommandations nor conclusions of the FBL 1) 5 the property ol the FBl and is foaned to your aygency;
itond ils contents ore ne' to be distribyted sutnde ynyr ogency. —29—
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Mrs advised that she knows of no other
relatives of POV's who arc being assisted by the above
committee. She further stated that she would not
testify against DELLINGER, JZISS or COLIFAM as she is
greatly appreciative of the assistance by COLIFAM in
her finzlly being able to correspond with her son.

Mrs. made available a copy of a letter
received from COLTIFAM enclosing a letter from her son.
She advised that she had no other correspondence from
COLIFA'l available.
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CABLE ADDRESS:

COLIAFAM
Co-chairmen:
_ Dave Deliinger
Coro Weiss
Teeasurer:
Mrs. Anne Bennett
L
§7 Committee
g*‘ Richard J}, Bornett

Rennic Dovis
Madeline Duckles
Prof. Richard Fglk

Rev. Richord Fernondez

Normon Fruchter
- *Maggic Geddes
A Steve Helliwel!

t Pref. Donold Kalish
© Stewart Meocham
Prof. Beo Seitzman
¥rot, Franz Schurmann
Ethel Taylor
. *Borbora Webster
Trudi Young

‘%%;’ "staff
i\

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10034

(212) 765.1490

May 11, 1970

Dear friend:
|
A delegation of ant}~war activists ha® Just re-
trip to Hanol. Charlotte

turned from a 1C-da
'Bunchewwgtks, JerrylSchwinn, Franlg Joyce and

lizabetWlartinez brought 47 letteérs from
prisoners ' with them and we sare very happy to
forward yours today,

They alsc brought out additional suggestions for
items which could be inciuded in packages which
we thought might be useful to you. Vitamins,
minerals and protein are hizh on the list. Tcoty
brucshes, tooth paste, soap, body powder, fooct
powder, hsrd candies, coffce, sweetners. tobaccu.
guw, 1instant breakfast, powdered sweet drinks,
instant chocclate drink, tinped ham, peanut butt
chéese spreads, playinz cards, travel chess-chec
sets, pipes, plpe cleaners. These are merely sur:se
and packages, of course, are not limited to these i

vy

cens

rresti
ten
The arrival of this mail brings the number of letters

from prisoners sent qut since December to 851.

Sincerely,

»* . 'K ‘."--.-'A €. LA\-\"‘--‘- - :
Cora Weiss

3]~
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g& / Date 12/17/70

Hrs .
Massachusetts, advised as follows:

Her son was shot down in Vietnam during

July 1963, and was considered missing in action until a
Lieutenant FRISIMAN, one of three released Prisoners of
War (POW), in a press interview in August 1969 identified

s one of the POW's in North Vietnam. She
ubsequently received her first letter from him during
the Christmas week of 1969, a letter dated November
1969, and brought back to the United States from North
Vietnam by a delegation of three women from the Women
Strike for Peace who had wvisited Hanoi, lNorth Vietnam
and talked with various POW's. In this regard CORA WEISS,
one of the three, had telephonically contacted her from
the West Coast just before Christmas 1969 to advise that
one oi iie POW's interviewed by the delegation had been
Mrs. son‘ and that he was in goecd health
and spirit. The remainder of the conversation with
WEISS was in a friendly vein concerning her son
and during i WEISS mentioned that the dele
tters from the POW's, one of which
which Mrs. (i covld expect to
the mail.

receive shortly in

Aboyt a2 week later she received another letter
which had been mailed from Hanoi via
Pend was apparently the first letter
that he had been allowed to write as it was dated in

October 1969.

During January 1970, she received a form
letter from the Committee of Liaison with Families of
Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM4) dated
January 1970, and headed'Information Sheet which

i

| ﬂ-o (¥~ b7 =
on_ 12/14/70 m_—Ivicmsachu.«w.-t:ts Fio#  BS 100-41237

bv—SA—-— - ... Datedirtoted __ 12/15/70
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advised ol the background and formation of the committeec.
Subscquently in early 1970, she wrotc one or two letters
to her son and sent them to COLIFAM for forwarding, but
received no indication that her son had received them.
She has not since that time utilized services of COLITAN
to seud her monthly letters to her son but rather sends
them throuch normal mailing procedures. She does so she
stated as it is her understanding that COLIFA! holds
letters received until a good sized package of letters

is made up beiore transmittal, and while siie knows that
her individual mail delivery to her son is slov she feels
the transoittal of many letters at one time by the
comittee would be extromely slow as all would have to be

censored at Hanoi before being passed on to the POI's. [ﬂ,’?
In April 1970 3he received a form le from L7

the committee enclosint a letter from her son

which was dated in Marcn 1970, 1In Seotember 1%V she

again veceived a form letter from the committee
enclosing another letter from her son, this oue being
dated ¥ay 1, 1970. This latter letter was the last
correspondence she has received to date from COLIFAM.

On each occasion of receipt of correspondence
from COLIFAM, she has sent them letters of aclnowledge~
ment,

Her contacts or knowledge of the cormittee
have been limited to the above. She haz never been
havrassed or cajoled by the cormittee and other than the
oneg phone call {rom MMrs. WEISS has had no perscnal
contact with any representatives of the committee. She
has never sent any money to the committee or been
solicited to do so.
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In her opinion COLIFTAM and its representatives
are acting merely to be helpful and to bring scme
happiness to relatives of POJ's, and ghe is most
grateful for any assistance they have furnished her to
date in correspondinyg with her son and what tliey might
provide in the future, further in this regard, in
noting that the first letter she received from her son
since he was declared missing in action was sent to her
by a now mermber of COLIFAM, CORA WEISS, she would not
willingly testify in any matter against the committee.

i _3&-
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It is to be noted that the mentioned
1970, form letter from COLIFAM received b rs.
was identical to that received by Mrs and set

out earlier.

BS 100-41237 go (¥

Women Strike for Peace (WSP) is a
national women's organization which has
demonstrated against nuclear testing,
the war in Vietnam and the draft. wsSp
further has demonstrated against the
military industrial complex, chemical-
<:i - biological warfare experiments, the

administration's proposed ABM System
and suppression of G.I.'s in the Army,

- ¥
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in Nortin Vietnam (COLIFAM)
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LIBERATION MAGAZLINI

"Liberation" ¥asazine (i) is seli-doscribed as an
independent monthly witlh olfices at 536 Lafaycoie Street, New
- York, New York. A "Statement of Conersdip, ddkageaedt Liud
Circulation" wus gubliished in the Novecwver, 1568 iszue. It
ligted the Pablisher and Lditor ol the magazine as DaVa
DELLINGER. The e¢irculation was given as 10,000,

The following comacnts appeared in a iealflet distri-
buted by LM in Eay, 158S:

*Since its inception in 1956, Liberation has plavyed
an active and creative role sn the growth of the new radicalism
in the United Siuntes. Froa civil rignts to black liberation, from
*ban the bomb' to the movenment to end the war in Vietnam,
Libersation kas been vital. Its radical critique of Awmerican
socliery and iis e"“nzsls on denocriiic and alrect zetion
[ b o - - ow e - e ke e et B e ow @ 3

against the 1nequ¢11 ties and injusiice ol our prezent cocaizl
gtruciure have inspired radicals, youngz and old.”

"Ip additicn, Liberation will.continue to carry
articles and discussiom writien by and to ¢ommunity orgauizers,
student and nci-siudent activists, educztors, €CcOoONoMIsStTS &hng
socinl secientists - of interdsgt te anybody concerned wiih
building a radical s.nd nocviolent zovemeni that wili bring a
fundamental change to the existing 'order.”

On Uay 14, 1983, 2 source advised that curing a
speech in Wew York, New Yori, on Eay 10, 1883, DAVE DELLIXCT
identified hiuzelf a3 a puciiisst. Ee stated 1t was necessary
to abolish the cause of war. which was Cupitalisa. e
advocnted a Cosmunist society and said, "I s a Coasunist,™

but further stated he was not a Soviet type Comuunist.,

o
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY
Students for a Democratic Society, commonly known
as SDS, came into existence at a founding convention
held during June, 1862, at Port Huron, Michigan. From an
initial posture of “participatory democracy," Marxist-
werinist ideology of various shadings became predominant
during 1968-1969 with debate centering on how best to create
a revolutionary youth movement. SDS moved from involvement
in the civil rights struggle to an anti-Vietnam war position
to advocacy of a militant anti-imperialist line liking up
the oppressed peoples of Asis, Africa and Latin America
with the black liberation movement in the United States.
All major factions within SDS embrace Marxism-Leninism
and identify internationally with China, Cuba and North Vietnam
as countries leading the worldwide struggles against the
United States. HKowever, the Soviet Union was regarded as
imperialist and with the Communist Party, United States of
America, "revisionist" in nature.

SDS operated nnder a2 national constitution which
called for an annual National Convention (NC) and quarterly
National Council meetings wherein programs were initiated
and debated. Three naticnal officers were elected annually
with a National Interim Committee to run the organization.
Regional offices and college chapters elected delegates to
the national meetings but each functioned independently on
local matters. Its official publication "Fire™ (formerly
"New Left Notes") last appeared in December, 1969.

- Internal factionalism of serious proportions
developed during 1968-1959 and the following three factions
evolved as a result of a split at the June, 1989, NC:
Weatherman, Worker Student Alliance (WSA), and Revolutionary
Youth Movement (RYM). The effect of the split on SDS chapters
throughout the country was divisive., Some aligned with one
or the other of the three major factions. Others, unable to
identify with any faction, disassociated with SDS completely
and changed names. .

- =

The SDS national office in recent years was
located at 1608 West Madison Street, Chicago, Illinois. It
was closed in February, 19570.
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UN &D STATES DEPARTMEN. O STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Boston, Massachusetts
January 6, 1971

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH

Title  FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM)

s» iy
ton

A1 sources {except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communic:.tion have furnished rellable

information in the past.

Reference report 0
dated and captioned as above at Bo

n+H

v

It is the property

This document contgins neither recommendations nof concluslons of the FaI.
ibuted outaide

of the FBI and 18 loaned to your agency; it and its contenia are not to be distr

your agency. - l?’



