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APATLICATE SRIENDS SERCE COMMITTEEINS. (A s60 Norin Fidiacat: siress
- :Ia\"' Ph!fade:‘phf-i., 27 /Vﬂ"'f ) fc‘!
~ V' Prone 215.-563-637
GWEERT v o e
Cngume
PENRY O
Famdry L3 ngn
PBRCONSON P, CLARK
devcvine Lazeny

_~ September 17, 1969
-yl

I ar writing to brinz you up-ic-date on my rscent efforts Yo reiur:
to the Ixmocratic Remw01¢' of Visy MNam, aboult which T wrete to you in
y letier of July 25, 19489,

T have returnzd to the United Staies aftor spending the last threo
veeks atterpting to make gir- ccn::cx':ns te Hanod whsrz I hop2 to
galiver 1he oman Ties ond to deliver the leliars
Y Yeve Tor the fmerigeon groara o7 war Deing detmined by the

-

Unreris ﬁ;tu:y, ihe » 9 the Uermons and Red Rivers hos neczesiicied
FE rcheetu caneelliavion of flighic and has made it impossitis for the autheor-
ties in the DOVY to recoive me. In sdd 1t1Uq. the death of President hHo
Chl Minh of the DRV hes reguired *them to direct their atisntions to
errangerents for hic sicie funersl.
. Lfter conversations vhich I had wi DRVN representatives in beilh Coanm-
§i- rpdia end Teee, wa apread that T s uld postnane ry return to Faooj
e . until Ceciober. Accordingly, I have now retvrned to the United Stzais
A

to resums my aczdemic responsibitiits
e ezst Asia in Octobesr. The exzct dat
oy Tirmsd.,

and plan to return to bou,hu
of my return remains to be con-

I very much regret that at this point I cannot report that I have besn
able to deliver the letters for priscnsrs of war to the approprists
euihorities in the DRVN, but T hooe to De eble to report tlis to you
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Most sincerely yours,
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Af‘(:(ERIC;\N FRIENDS &0 -CE COMMITTEE INC. h 60 North Fiffoentt Sire

%. 7 i \.,(
. et Ph.rlade/p/‘u., Penns) /v:; El
# Phone 215-563-0372

GILBERY F, WHITE
Clastimgn

HENRY ! CADOURY
Hatotwy Chaivmer

STEPHINR G, LARY
Ariing Eveculive Secrttery

August 6, 1968

alissouri

Dear Friend:

We have just returned frors Haroi where we had gone at the invitation of
y the Peace Comimitice of the Democratic Republic of Vieinam to escort three
\‘3 _ reicascd American pilots back to their families in the United States,
=

While in Hanoi we suzazesied to the Vietnamese authorities that we would

be giad to bring bacl with us letters from eartured Amerienr pilots to relatives
or frienc: in the States. -\s wo were leaving we were given fifty such letrers,
including the one enclozed addressed to xm.

As you may well imagire it was = deeply gratifying privilege to be able
to play a inodest role in returning tkese three captured pilots to their famiiics,
Yeou uty have scen press stories wisc. gave therr mmc : mlajor James i‘rederick

I;DW’. hfﬂl- r Pred Neale 'Ihﬁm"!‘:n"\ and C'( tain Joe Vietor Carnenter. all Air an-n:.

SLlby LAV R LIS ER S SeL oo A dikbd , QUL SR RA Wi LT

officers. All three are in good shape, both physically and mentally, and spob
hoth publicly and to us privaiely of the good treatmoent they and the other pllots
have reccived at the bands of the Vietnamese.

The Vietnamcee described the release of the pilots as a humanitarian gesture
in response to the growing scentiment in the United States for an end to military
Intervention in Vietnam. We were impressed with their sincerity and we have done
all that we could to carry out our part in the release in a spirit consistent with theirs.

I think you may be interested in the enclosed pross releasc which we cabled from
Hanoi for release in the U.S. the day before we left Hanoi on August 2, Hoppily
Ambassador Sullivan in Vientiane did not bring undue pressure on the three pilots
to return t:y mulitary aireraft us we hnd feared he might. As 2 result their free
choice of return by commercial aireraft with us was respected and fulfilicd.



August 6, 1968 : . ‘page 2
Weo holiouo that thic {0 anncictont with tho enirit Af thaire rnTngcn and thnt
3 We believe that this is consistent with the spirit of their relcase and that
‘ it may well leave the door open for further releases of & similar sort. Regarding

this possibility wc have hopes, but no assurances.

We did not have opporiunity to see any captured pilots other than the three
who returned with us. In general the impression we have gntten is that health
care is excellent, food is well balanced and adequate, and that the attitude of
the authorities in dealing with the captured pilots is humane and considerate.

Gur own Teeling after this visit to Hapoi is that U. 8. military intervention
in Vietnam haz neither rational purpose, nor moral justification. We do not believe
that the Vietnamese can be defeated. They are staunch, intelligent, and thoroughly
united in a determined struggle against what they understandably describe as
American agoression against their indeveadence and freedom. At the same time
they retain strong attitudes of friendship toward the American people. They say
over and over again that they do not believe that most Americans support the
policies of the U, 8. government in Vietnam. We of the U.S. peace and anti-war
movement are trying to help make it so.

In any event we hope that these pilot releases may lead to others, end that
there may roine aboui on the U8, side a lurger willingness 1o take similar
creative initialives which will bring this war, and U.S, military intervention in
Vietnam to an end.

If there are further questions you would like to raise with us please
fecl free to let us know.

Sincerely yoﬁrs,

‘ Visrert /‘JM%M&" (irme /czﬁw% M lm _,044\_\_

Vernoa Grizzard Anne Weills Scheer ' Stewart Mcacham
10 Gilmore Sireet 6468 Benvenue Avenue Peace Education Sceretary
Cambridee, Mass, Oaklapd, Calif. #4618 American Friends

Service Commitiec
{(Draft Hesistance {Chairman, Oakland

Oraanizer) Scevea Dofense Comnmittee)
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PRESS RELEASE

Three Apmerican represcntetives of the anti war move-ent wbo
went 1o Hanoi July 12 to escort three released American pilo
Yack to their ‘am iies announced today that they will he “eturr:ub
to New-York with the flyers vie Vientiazne and Bangkok. They will
leave Hanoi on the ICC Tlene on Fridoy August 2. Earlier they nz
plarned to return leaving Hanoi July 19. They wvere unablie to hold
to this schedule efter n AP wire scrvice report reached -anoi
on the morn;ng of Thursdey July 18 stating that William Suliiven,
US Antassador tu Laos had ennourced in Vientiane that he Tlanned
to neet the relessed pilots at the Vicntiare airvort and fly the=x
by military aircraft fto the U3 Airforce base at Udorn, Thailh"d.
fne Udorn air base has recently come under mortar attack by
insurgent Thai Liberation Forees.

Anbassador Suliivan had told the members of the three zan
escort tear that he preicred trhat the pileic neot return {c <heir
farilics ly commereial aireraft escoried by pezee movemant
reyprecentatives. He said that he ner cnall" voald $ell the flwers
upen ithoeir arrivel in Vientiane that "It in the considered TEe-
ference of Th° U5 Airforce that you reiturn 1o the United Stztrs
by pilitary airceralt.

ne escort team arc : Vernon Grizzard ot

:sistance orpanizer and foymer national oificer

Stedents 9o Dgnocrat¢e Zocicty, &tewart lizaghan of Thileo

ﬂo‘*\ﬂa, Natlicnel FPeace flucatien Secretary of tic American
¥riends Serviee Comuitiee, a Jucker orranization, =zrd Anne Yeille
Scheer of Ozidand, Califorriaz, Choirmen of Uakland Seven Defencce
Commitzec and active in ra dlcal womer's orgonizations in the bay
BI’L&.

arg
Boston, a draft
“or

x
a

A nenber of the Americen eccort tearm speakins for the
groaps cablel from Hanol : ™At the coremony releasing the pilois
on July 18 thc vietnanesc svpokesman swated "It iz our ho‘- that
the pilots »ill be allowed 1o rejoin <:eir respoctive farmilics
et an early uatCa We thark you, rewmreszontatives of the U5 anti
war noverent, for having taken upen yeurselves te bring then
horme, and we hope that you will not Ye hampered in yorr wo*””

’Eh‘l‘l"‘ ‘f: VIPipﬂHoeh '1‘\+"\r\*44‘ﬁaﬂ Trerrm -—;:TA dd nTlne rap  sLmp
adil i R Lk s Llbvw dayi. LGut L L CILUOL vud-u \..Ll =y LT

releauxng the piloils in ibhe hope and cxpectailion that +he reace
novemcnt represerntuatives will de permitizd to return thenm Fjr:c~

tly to their fapmilies rether than to the US 2ilitary which ic now
under attack 1a %hajilarnd and which consinues to hembd Vicinam,

“This seexs to us to be a thorcurhly understandable expee-
tation from the point of view of the Vieinarmsse. as Anmericen
opposdd o tks war in Vietnon and to the use of bazes in "hoilond



against the Vietnamese we are clear that we shouwld reSpond +o thie
nuranitarian gesture by doing all that we can to escort these nen

to their families. ¥We regret that the announced intentions of the

US autheorities have qomewhat ecomplicated this task and teixzorariiy
celayed its coxpletion,

"Wa are concerned about other captured pilots., Ve hch that
others &lso moy be released. The dececision on this matter of course
1s up 1o <he Victinamose authorities. They have set mo cenciticns
and trey have not tpld us of their plans but it is cbvicus 1o us
that kv are more likely +to contl e alorng & given coursc of

ection wacn their actic ars accepied in goed faith instead ¢f deing
robufi‘:d by intervantiocr on the part eof ths US autnoritiec, We
ex¥preassd shase views end our ﬂ*vcry akeout wne Ifuture relszoo of
gviiy oxher pileots to Nr. Herriman in Paris and

in ‘.*':i_c.‘::‘f‘r.a both bruchkesd acides our underctandi:

‘ The escort tcanm expects 4o arrive in lew-York with uh
on Augusy 4 or 4, Femilics of the pilots will be notified «
adrvance of the aciual arrival time.

VERNOE GRIZZAND
STEVART NEACHAL
ANNE VEILLS SCIEER

-y A
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.Iamer 88347 - ocratisn=cwrres . &Fl-North Paiton .
Decr RMHE'E,, rar perbicieotads Wtpol . Kipdansurst ,iow York,US.,11

Ctrying to & wi

KY telephone(ires Code SI6)STECTL FYc, FOR FE R Prs. dodeline K.

Curick 1like 2 Burmy,lotis *burmnytop? tovetior on SriS. Punst be 2Sviscd Soab the
Prize Mirister of South Vietnan hae kindly cffered to Mely with = person-l .enpal F

ET22 bubwean intarested frierds hore im USL, % the Viewharose In So. Watanr, coveri:

211 age grouprisdulss tool).he Mer”stopred cud of protes 1"fr 2 hls usuel cuties
help relsy cnoodied Mwbs <f penrriends nuws & acvrvss. o, -gex,irtererts & h.itbles
Cirx K affice & @oiar places in South Retows:, ov:n 4% uss he 4o besy x2th 8 Yor
ware Iafc eon bo licted coluzumdes om 3 regalsr Plge c-lettter cr secnall k pend ¢
- Teciy o Ms office Lo sbi¢ we orow Ny Parpal Progeaa rob cnly inelodvs cialin fndc
tod indlvidusls,bat alse gohoul—t vic~tosiness-roilgious—& club groups,sh FSI,SL5,
leber wrions,the Hilitary, bandi sop-ed] retarded, i oritalized drpri soned, B H 5 onts
tairers,Indicns Eskincs, inei Ky, fucrto Blouns,~1a3 the B 1ted Kations,Vatican Gity
hospitals,d other institutionsgother courtries & el ns-cwirseas,so that none are £
£otien, Aven the smrllest spet op She gi-Se is beiisg $1:vitud o particigate In this
ZTn=,Flzssc send yo i!s;t [ X
Frins MEinistor XI ctor . - T e -39 gial taiemt, tapes,
SArir MfSce Bat, Baddriat Canter Seigom Csfhpcmal(Cods J20(>vooris,Bunnies;
5 . 7 Saieen,S ., WMelnan (00 &% FR O 6620°
A 23 Prarg to . DEL 5 S wus 30 Gee stiics Just as

e




_ M M ind ddTrh Just becouse of ihisl
“dding > et products w1} art oely scof Lppcved prducts oversess,tat
wvill 113> help bocet M,Mm,&&ﬁﬂ.mﬂﬁewﬂ& & rri;dthip all Side 2
the world. Sunnios meud i4 also & other pets.ifere 2re ng Rmaics da Vistnon yet.

I' requesting donations ef any used or new oifts{itecy Msted Above)for both n:-r'.‘

0 & o.ddy Hemonwse,ec your porticdpoiion tn ary cr aY2 of the abdve progre—z 2o
vited with reiping W eend dereted cifbe,istters,i cords to Wetnon tihre domatices <
any *3znce .¥oilabel® trmnsportaticn,storcgs,npudar il or any other neans.Ve’ve £

%o get those Siulfed Punni.s & othar toys{uscd cr ncw),Aclls of all mations,k ctrer

ilts tiarelbon't firpet tho Gefillte Fisch al-; i,sardines,Beyscht,Schniizels,

%’ Seones,Chin-ss Chownedn, Chep & Spoac i . T :
. helo reedy 'Jir-r,r:::ewiiazé_.t.oa-a . 2 dayst s Ty cup Xilitary Somm

Y]
l;‘f"
e

¢ Bourralng Coficer w Secber 8 of W
ofo US.. Thirt itwins tpriticus foros " WL Pwed Farine sytibicus Fores ¢

, Se. T S AT w “Jot™{Tmac Tf the Geat & the Ba=,
»8.—330 iz scricirg Stulf-d tigurs your . Pouw Uindy New Youe-USA. Penftice,
-TAEL % Lhe eTipeyraadrg list if AT, 88Ty . e - L
ABCPTV,AIKS B30l Frinrs Clad,Urist.vis que  (re. X. RBrtem ™
Seheefors,Crzcdeile Soup Co,,b the MY, . ‘ ey Guedes Sweet & Low,
Cjﬁts,hm Spaghetti ar. £

Periking Traciing 1ete, e
» v P ¥ .g‘ a“r rnd J gy x
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Dear Friend, Enclosed is the messzage whose contents I wired to you yestercay,

This messare and a nusber of others 1like it were hended to ms by a Norlk

o
%
4
H
L]
o
o3

Vietramese gevernment representative just prior to boarding the Internatifonzl
Control Cocrmirsion plane thal left Hanoi earlier this wesk, I am happy
to be able Lo send this message along, and I am sorry I could not bring

ary further news or inforration about 2ll the priscners now in Viet Kam,

Yeurs sincerely, éggz) 15%47 .
2 rrrranct O Zhors
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LAST MONTH 1 WAS INVITED TO TRAVEL TO NORTH VIETNAM TO ESCORT
HIMNE THAEE ANERIZAN PRISONTRSUHO -HAD BEEN RELEASED BY THE NORTH
VICTRANISE . WHILE IN HANCI, THE NORTH VIETNANESE GOVERNMINT
HANDED CVER TO ML SEVERAL UNSEALED MESSAGE FORMS FROM OTHER
AVERICANS STILL IH THE CAMPS FOR TRANSHMITTAL TO THEIR FAMTLIES
HOTHE 5V)TESe BELOU IS THE TEXT OF THE MESSACES I HOPZ THAT
ALL CF YOU ARE YELL AND HAPPY THIS SUIZITRe I FEEL VERY GGOD.

A BELATZD HAPPY MOTHER 'S AND FATHZR'S CAY TU YOU, MOM AND DAD

S AND A HAPPY RIRTHDLY T8 ALL OF YOU FLR THIS FALLe GIVE MY LOVE 213

Tt'h.'. Dl{.’p.h\.'\.... ;‘-.- ’ui.'gt"
J'o BEING STNT TO YOU AS EXYPEDRITIOQUSLY AS POSSIBLE

0 pzey viszs vo evervent. 7 SULY 96 . -
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Pour days ago I recelvsd from 2 friend in Cuba a copy
of a small rewspaper, The Vietrcm Couxier, Acril 24, 1967, a
paper hitherto unimosn tomes On psge 6 of this paper, in a
colwm For Tha Amcriczn Prisoners' Femilies, I find the fole

lowinge

To
ssouri, V.S, L,

Hi Dad: ) .

. I have becn given this opportunity to say

‘hollo and wish you, XLom, John, and the rest

of my relativas and friends a most Hapry New

Isare Tou should be rebaivizg a letter from

g soon plus a Now Yezr's ¢=rd. I sure hope

that all of you had 2 grand time during ths

holidays. I was given Christwas and New Year's
" . .

troate which wers very nice. I'm praving to seo
‘all of you sotm. ~
LOW, /""Y“"
Eor e

1 em taking the liberty of copying this letter
end sendirg it to you besause nothing ic szid in the news-
paper sbout whether or not sny effort was mede to make “he
JYetter 2wvaileble %o vou.

- v e

If you have a rimte towrite to me X wonder if you

would tell e if this letter is genuine or is 4t a feke nade

up f or propsgaida purposes?

If it iz a genuine lotter; I esrtainly hope that by
Row you heve hezrd from ywur 8o in = more direct way. “

dssouri
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Many thanks for your letter; I wad quits plcased to bear froa

V4

AN

~
,Eﬁ("“" f‘ =
Yhen 1 suzgzested that I thought the letter in ths Vietnem wuper
mizht not be geauine I meant that I had comsidersd the rossivilit
that the whole lattsr was a heax inp thet thors wes neo
Was no and thet the whole iiiter was mereiy mude uy ==
uginr fict camos and addresses =w for g propeganda device,
Howorer, your lotter convinces me that this is not so and I'n glad
to knox that you . vo hsard from your son and have learned that he
is in good beclth, albelt not too happy with his present lot.

LT
|
[

l'uu and your famlly erecertainly welcomes to the newspaper fron
which * copied your son's letter. I wish I could say you may keep the
entire paper (walch I am enclosing with this letter). However, I would
like tomsk that you retura to me =- at your laisure == »eves 7 snd 8.
There is snarticle on this back rage sbout sone alleged "mbtinies™ and
"guicldes” on the parts of sore U.S. eclélers in which 4 ax at the moment
1ntcn~‘-3tsd- Thers have Yeen Eome slisht mention of these mutinies in
the en-t hourly, S~minute news breoadcasts on some of the New York redio

afat nmn !-r 1ive 12 Yew dammse Rread anwame dba rlonm from gmusp Maosmbkal aay
Duﬁd.&vllu \ LN L Y A% Nt ke k U\"’ ‘Juu\l Gva Ll-‘h.l Wa W 1Al Ad s My, J‘.... e Awd’\-ﬂ.A.}

but su Fer these -oporta,r.n this prwsuswer prticle are all the ing

tien 1 cen learn nodut theseoe. I wust ndnit thet this sort of tThing is net
whet v¢ in sme. des lnve been led tobalieve ehout our grmy Do, 1 el &
votarzn of World War II (UeS.4 7 SisraiCoras) end I s»ent 3 yosrs in the
arxy erd wost of this “ime in h";rica Sigily, 1taly, Freance, axnd Garmeny,
and 1% very certain I never heard anytaing sbout nutizies or suicldes in
EY oI'ycareers

[+ D e8I

S¢ if you would pl=ase resurn pager 7 and 8 of this paper teo me (in
no hurry) you ere more then welcome te kesp the rest of the paaer.

Incidentally, just last nizht I beuzht another issue of this Vietnsn

Courlsr frorm = corner newspapar peddler Iz New York City, Howevsr, in
this seonnd izssus f‘.’-\r Rt‘\) thara 4a na salupmn antitlad "For Tha Awaric

>
o T srw  w =3 o Rk -8 <1

Priscaers? .r%n..lies

Thenk you egein for your letter, ¥r. Woods, amd . certainly hope that
a1l zvex well with your sor in Vietnam. )

Sincerely,

Rl

Dan Manony f
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UP TO APRL 20: 1,767 _PLANES DOWNED

New U E)Laiahon in Haiphong
(dpril 20) Duly Punished: 5 Aircraft
Downed, Many Gthers Hit

B e e

@ BN HOA (April 2): 1,000 G.1's Put Qut OF Action
200 Armoured '\Vd“'cﬁes, 34 Liircraft, 30 Cannons
D o6iT 0‘”(9(!

© CAN THhO (April 13). AGD Puppet Scoldiers Killed
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SOUTH VIETNA
DIG SUCCESSES, U, S.

HEAVY SETDACLS

by Lieufenant-General VAN TIEN DUNG <,

{Frcerpis} stratepic objectives, more  and 500,000 puppet troops.  in the provieves of ¢ -

particalarly that aiming at  But, giving the enrmyy no  tactical zome. Doveln,
T—UNREMIUTTINGLY SHATTERING U.S. STRATEGIC - seirching out the Vietcong  respite, the South Vietnam  the military fulii av
PLANS, THE SOUTH VIETNAM ARMY AND DPEOPLE lnh‘rvni;.tlmlf‘ncck . Totheic  army and people successfully as in the politicad Lol

o e ST d : , b uiter  wuarprise, instead of  amd relentiessly  attacked  strongly hit enemy  bases,
HAVE CEASELUESSLY MAINTAINED AND PROMOTED wiping ont aay siegle 1A them whatever the season depots and leading bidies,
TUEIR INITIATIVE, STRENGTH AN WINNING Pg- upit, they H'f]‘«'ivvd blluiv ﬂ;wtl upset (horoughly their The Sonth  Vietn
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FD-302 Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

b September 21, 1970
ote

1 ol %

D <., e 7
interviewed at her residence at which time she advised as

follows:
she is the wite of RS .

prisoner of war in North Vietnam.

She related that the Department of Defense
confirmed his prisoner status in August, 1669,

ura. QR related that tn March, 1970, she read
an article in one of the Eansas City newspapers concerning
the Committee of Liaison with families of servicemen de-
tained in North Vietnpam (COLIFAN). 8he stated this article
indicated that COLIFAM could put prisoner's of war im contact
with their families, via mail.

L)

ny,

She stated she wrote to CORA WEISS, the individual
listed in the aforementioned newspaper article in an effort
to determine whether or not COLIFAM could effect contact
between her and her husband.

.
*

She went on to say that in April, 1970, she
received word from BARBARA WEBSTER, who advised her she
bad cabléd North Vietnam and received a return cable saying
that her husband, was in fact, & prisconer of war. ¥EBSTER
indicated she was expecting a letter from him in the near
future and that this would be forwarded to Irs.—

lrs.mrellted that on May 16, 1970, she
received two le from her husband through COLIFAM.

She went on to say she has since received two additional
letters in June, 1970, through this organization.

el - 1

;T ST :fﬁi : - L?cb

on_ 9/16/70 a_— Kansas e, KC 100-14050

9/21/70

Date dictoted

This document contgins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB1. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your ogency:
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Irl;!ent on to say that the letters were
not accompani ¥y &ny literature from the organization
nor did the organization make any requests of her,

8he did say, however, that there was a cover

letter in both instances with her letters ad
the snclosed lettera had been recelved from
and it was a pleasure for COLIFAM to forwar .
This cover letter was from BARBARA WEBSTER,

h-’rolltod she has sent letters to COLIFAM
to forward same t0 her husband. 8She stated that one letter
a month since June, 1970, has been forwarded by her to
COLIFAM for delivery. 8he stated she has neither sent nor
received any packages through this organization.

Nirs *related the only other individual who
has d contact is
husban S0 A& prisoner of war

en contacted 1 Bureau of
She said that refused to tell
the FBI anything. F Y Yuilials I'_-u_

F' [ 9 T —

llrs-concluded by stating she would npot
testify as to any of the above in the future becsuse she
feels it would jeopardize her potential for future contacts
with her husband. B8he furnished the above information under
those circumstances and stated she iz aware of the identities
of some of the individuals involved in COLIFAM and "does not
believe in what they stand for" however, they bave accom-
plished a means of contact between her and her husband apA
she does not want to jeopardize future contacts in any way
whatsoever. :

nngdtd say, however, that if COLIFAM made
any requests f er, she would contact the FBI and furnish
them this information.




10/26/70

. - ATy gl T ey .
nlszgés;séfﬁi;o 2
Fidead | 7 F 14 W Rl LK
.
advigsed that she was ng erviewed at the direction

of J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General,

8he stated that bher nusbnu,—
is currently a prisoner of war in North Vietnam,

having been shot down April 22, 1966, 8She stated that
she first recieved a letter from him in February, 1867,
through regular channels, at which time he told her he
was & prisoner of war. #She stated that she reséived about
two letters each year through regular channels, and last
year received about four letters through regular channels.,.

8he stated that she first recejved a letter which
was a form letter from the Committee of Liaison, 365 West
42pd Street, New York, New York, and she beldeved the first
letter she received from this committee was about one year
ago. 8he stated that this year she has received about six
letters from her husband, which came through this committee,.
S8he advised that always enclosed with bher letters is some
iype of literature ccncerning North Vietnam, and she has
kept all of her letters which she will make available in

the event it becomes necessary.

She stated that she has never been contacted per-
sonally by anyone in this committee, and she stated that
she has never acknowledged them or sent anything through
this committee, B8he stated that on May 4, 1870, she received
a letter from this committee, which enclosed a letter from
her huasband, 1In the letter Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ
stated that on April 20, 1870, he had returned from a
three week trip to Laos and North Vietnam. On June 14, 1970,
she received another letter which also - enclosed a letter

from her husbanii, and this letter was signed by BARBARA

o jatn™ 672

10/16/70 - Kansas finy EC 100-14050

> .
SA 10/21/70

This document containg neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. |t is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency:
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North Vietnam from her husband and that it, along with 142
others, were brought to the country by JEAN PALOMBOM,
NANCY RUBIN, and JUDY CLAVER, who spent two weeks in North

Vietnan, o I e

Hrs.’stnta that she did not know of any
other prisoner oI war families in this 2rea who had been
approached or contacted by this committee.

. Wrs, advised she has mnever contacted this
committee in any mAnner and she does not like to have
to write her husband through this group and she would be
willing to cooperate at a later date 1%.: her testimony
was needed, if by dolng sBo it would not cause any problems
to her husband,
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UMC) , oDncerning th€
of Serviceman
Detained advised that her
husband, States Alr Force
was s while serving in Vietnam,
Mrs to June, 1968,
she and
in June, 1969, Missouri,
On March 11, 1!70 she th the
Committee of the Liaisons. when she received a mimeographed
sheet advising her that he ¢ was alive and would be
writing her a letter. tated that this contact
or certified letter mailed
Missouri, She stated she
g used since neither she
er husband have ever lived at that address, Mrs.
adviged that she has received six letters from
sband as follows:
Date of Letter Date of Receipnt
Decemher, 1969 April, 1870
#‘ January, 1970 May, 1970
? ' March, 1970 June, 1970
\ﬁ;}-:-‘ Apr?'.l 19, 1970 July, 1870
o June 21, 1987 September, 1970
(to parentsy
v/ July, 1970 September, 1870

’0 (W“A ‘u
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by Dote dictated _
This document containg heither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. it is the property of the FBI and is loaned 1o your agency:

it ond its contents are net o be dintributed sutside your sgency.

j 7 TS



KC 100-14050

? gpl“' """Lz&-

dvised the last two letters wwre
received a
mother-in-law,
Missouri, Mrs
of these letters
letters to the United States Air Force at Randolph Air

Force Base, Texas. y 2 (28~ 4V

g ﬂadvised that in each letter there
g is a note saying, e're happy to sav that blank has
—iin

!"i!

1 the information regardinpg these

brought back some letters”, She said that the person

who. brought back the letters was identified in each
letter and that a small portion of "propaganda" concerning
the Vietnam War was in each letter, She advised that she
iz only allowed to write and receive one letter per month

the mail
stated

and all of her contacts to date have been
with no personal contact wha
that her husband still uses when addressine
his lettere to her, however, ® ne Committec

of the Liasison: of her correct addﬂess and thev route thesec

to her at her present address. She statec¢ the Committee

of the Liaisons has been erv cordial to date and has not
harassed her in any way.
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Kansas, o received so etter
manner as described above through the

stated that posasibly Mrs,
» Bmay have receive
has not heard that Mrs

r.ceived lette date and does not wan
because this would probably upset Mrs,

gy ¥ SN )‘ . cam:eT B anena £ane
*EJILLIY 21 BULUIBLY IIBCB"II’"’ JIWEVBI“ -ne wouda preiei’

not to tes ify in any matter concerning the Committee of
the Liaisons if it could possibly be avoided,
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immediately fdentified hins.lf
a discreet investigation was being conducted n
the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen
Detained in Worth Vietnam (COLITAM) at the request of

J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General, Internal

Security Divilion. U. S. Dapartment of Justlee.

Mrs -statod her son

is currently a Prifoner of war in NoYTh Vietnam. She
stated that her son was a pilot shot down over North Vietnam
almost four years ago. She advised that for anproximately
two years she only knew that he was missing in action,
however. during August, 1969 three U. S. prisoners of war
came. out of North Vietnam, at which time they advised
authorities that he was also a prisoner of war being held
by. the North Vietnamese. She stated that thev had not
received any communications from him from the time he was
reported missing in action until April, 1970. At this time
they received a letter from him which was forwarded to her
at the Pleasant Hill address from the COLIFAM organization
in New York City. She stated that this letter wan written
Christras. 1962 and a card was with it stamped “Hanoi".

She stated there was nc doubt the letter wae from him and
:as defénﬁtely in his hnnd;r:ting, the handwriting apneared

ira and he stated he was in good health. .

” ry- bra

Mrs QStatcd she has received no other
communications On har san She stated she received 2
subseauent eonnunication from COLITAM ltating that donations
were permissable. She wrote at this time, sendxng §2 or $3,

and asked them gxactlv "what their intent was.” She sgtated
that she received a letter back from then uhich .tctcd that

their organization was just a "go-between" between the prisoners

of wvar in North Victnu and thc families in the United States.
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Mrs dvised that she is not certain of

the name of the seriders of the first two letters. She
stated she does remember the name CORA WEISS being connected

with the COLIFAM orpanization. She al d at on
November 1, 1870, she and her husbhand, received
another letter from this organization again e oW

letters should be sent to the prisoners of war. This letter
encloeed six-line forms on which the letters mav be written.
Also anclosed were twe pamphlets telling how conditions were
for the prisoners of war in North Vietnam. These pamphlets
were entitled "Thev were Tortured" and "Prisoners of War in
North Vietnam.™

comeneniiilii.,

~ Mrs. — ished the cories of this letter and
its enclosures to SA in order that Xerox conies could

be made (see attached’™ he requested that the originals be
returned to her and she would keep them in her nossession and
would make them available if thev became vertinent in this
matter. She stated that szhe would do evervthine in order to
assist the FBT in its investiration and also evervthinr she
could te assist in havine her son returned to the United States.

Mrs _ stated she has received no personal
contact from anv Individuals connected withthe COLIFAM organi-
zation, no unusual incidents hav ned since her son
has been a prisoner of war. Mrsﬁstated that she does
not trust the COLIFAM organization. e advised that she
does not trust this organization because in her orinion it
follows the communist line. She stated that she does not
know if she would be able to testify in this matter, however,
would make that decision in the event she was renuested to
do so. She again stated sheand her family are 100 nercent

Americars and would do evervthing nossible to help the
United States Government.
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CONGRITTEE CF LIS LON
with Families of Servicemen Detained in Fordh Vietnan
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 212 (549 4&73)
0
ctober 30, 1970 (212) 765-1430

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

Co-c!mirmen: D.ear ramilies 3

Dov linger ’
eve Dellinge This letter is being sent to all families of

Cora Weiss confirmed prisoners of war in North Vietnam as a
Treosurer: general informatlon memo to respond to the many
a Mrs. Anne Bennety Qu€Stions we have received in recent weeks. Kindly
w excuse the form, but so many of your concerns are
" Committee simijar that we thought this more efficient. We are

Richord J. Barnery €NClosing air letters for your use. One letter a month
.. Rennie Davis i1s sti11l allowed. Kindly seal all letters sent thru
Bk Modeline Duckles D€ Committee of Liaison, and staple or clip photos
Prof. Richard Ealk +11S1de the letter form. We have no interest in seeing

i Rev. Richord FernanJezsd «
Normon Fruchter A delegation of lawyers is leaving shortly for
*Moggie Geddes a visit to the DRV. They have expressed willingness

) Steve Halliwell to carry mail with them. Anyone wishing to avail

TR Prof. Doncld Kalish CHEMSelves of this opportunity should have mail in

: Stewart Meochom COHT ©ffice no later than hov. 7. We guarantee only
Prof. Beo Seitzmon b8t the mail will arrive safely in liorth Vietnan
hOLanz&hwmuynd willl be delivered to the approprilate autherities.

Ethe! Teylor e have no way of guaranteelng that the prisoners
T *Borbore Webster W11l get each letter. That is beyond our ability.
- Trudi Young However, if the mail conforms to the regulatiens we
- have no reason to doubt its delivery. We believe that
j) *gtoff from what we have been told by families, there is
some delay, even risk, in sending ma.l thru posyal

routes. Much of the mail sent has obviously gotten
thry, but some has been returned, or may wait for

| long periods for irregular flights. The Vietnamese
are using hand delivery only for getting mail to'
the U3 because of the risky and unpredictable postal

channels. Mall has been delayed

and has taken months
to arrive. They now wait for delegations to bring it,
giast month we sent 250 letters to North Vietnam with a group. All
<1l presently in the office will be delivered with the next group.
S ¢f now, over 1600 letters have been received since Dec. We do not
now why some men have written more freguently than others. ¥e 2lso
> not know if the 1list of 335 menannounced in April is firal for
hose being held by the North Vietnamese. When asked by family members,
-==e have inguired about specific servicemen for whom there 1s substantial
vidence of their capture. When we have a reply we will, of course.
2% the fu.'lles krow. It is oup understanding that until there 1s
2me movement in Parils to respond to the proposals put forward by
ne. Binh on Sept. 17, there will be no further move vis-a-vis pow's.
nat is, untll the two conditions are met: setting a fixed date for
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the total withdrawal of all US forces from Vietnam, and
agreelng to withdraw support from the Thieu Ky Khiem regime,
they will not be willing to discuss the prisoner issue.

They have made 1t clear that they view this issue as part
of the overall solution to the war, and it cannot be dealt
wlth separately. Upon fixing that date and agreeling to
wlthdraw suppocrt, prisoners from both DRV as well as those
being held by the MLF in the South, will be released. They
do not have to mait for the completion of withdrawal of
troops. o Ny o T S

iany articles, comics, newsletters have appeared on

the subject of prisoners. We thought you might be interested
"in seeing the enclosed which may shed more light on this
subject. Mr. Van Dyke 15 an internaticnal lawyer currently
on staff at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institu-
tions, Santa Barbara, Calif. He was formerly employed 1n

the State Department working on the matter .of prisoners.

We send these along because they provide facts and a point
of view not frequently seen in a discussion of this topic.

We appreciate beilng kept informed. as to your changes
of address, and continue to welcome your questions. Ve hope

you continue to remember that we are here, nct there, have
no autbgl"ity in herndldine h'ﬂ":ﬁﬂc&r affzire—- and have trieg

- = A e, B e e kA - Ld el Ty sl ALV S L R B S B
to maintaln.z clear and efficient and reliable channel for
communication between you and your sons and husbands. Ve
look forward toc the ‘end of our "task, for that will represent
America's agreement to conclude the war and the release of
the prisoners. v o ot e
| : ’ l . N - - r . N
¢ v ' Sinecerely yours
g\ ~ - . "

2 T : -V . ) -
PR TR : -0 B _-'J,."L"\ ‘)":_’}'7_.-0
aee N ﬂ‘-;' ,Mrs. Cora Weiss

. N . . 4
. et P I
LIRS - - - e

"P.S. We expect oSther delegations will be invited to
North Vietnam 1n December and through the winter months.
Any meil arriving after-Nov. 7 will be held for the next
group. o = - e :



[ 0’ I (Addressee)

%o TEX (Neme in full):

s UIKH (Service number): ...
%07 YA KeAY SINH (Date & ploce of birth):

1A CHl (Address):

TRAl GIAM PHI CONG M§ B} BAT TAI
NUGC VIET - NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

VIA MOSCOW, USSR (Camp of detention for US. pilots captured
. in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM)

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON
with Fomilies of Servicemen Detgined in North Yietnam

NGUdrr 6l t (Addresser)

HQ TEX (Nome in full):

1A Cl (Address):

—— ey




ey

aeky T (Dated)

] CHI CHU (NLB.):
"'S"_: . Phdi wigt rd vd chi dwgc viét trén nhirng déng ke sin (Write
keoibly and only on the lines).
2. Trong thw chi &we¢e néi v tink hioh eic khde ¥2 tinh hinh
. §is 6ok (Write only about health and family).
) 3. Cia dinh giri dén cdng phai theo déng min, khudp kb3 vi quy
dink niy

{Letters from famifies should ako conform to this proforma).
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365 West 42nd Street
New Yark, N.Y. 10034
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PRISONERS FROM HANOI

Wit

JON M. YAN DYILE

Mr. Van Dyke, assisternt professor of law ar Catholic Uni-
versity, aslmrg(on D.C., s now on leave of absence doing
legal re: earch in San Francisco. He is the wwior 0f Notth
Vietoam's Strategy ror Survival, (o be publs’ . this year by
Pacific Books.

Two of the American fighting men most recently released
from North Vietnam held a press conlerence in edrly
September to “blow the wrustle” on North Vietnam's treat-
ment of its prisoners, but their statements r.nsed wore
questions than they unswered-——quesiions -~

North Vietnam's handling of its caplives #-
bow the Pentagon is using the released men.

At the elaborately stuged press conference in the audi-
torium of the Beothesda Naval Medical Center, Nuvy Licut,
Rober: F. Frishmar znd Apprentce Seaman Douglas R,
Hegdah! said they hud been torured, by being put in
small, ovenlike rooms and exposed to mosquuoes and
rats. They also asserted that they had heard that other
prisoners had received syen worse treatment.

Until this press confersnce the auiberities had not per-
mitted any of the pine freed prisoners to give the press
more than the most general inflormation about their ex-
periences. Wives of the piots sull in North Vietnam have
simifarly Bezn discourzged trom telking zbowt the letters
they receive from prisca. The Delense Depariment’s ex-
planation of this muzzling has been that pubiic discussions
might dissuade Hanoi {rom releasing puots in the fuiure
or cause them 0 retaliate agamst those remaining in prison.

After the toriure-chamber tales of Frishman and Heg-
daht, it seems hard to imagine how additional discussion
could jeopardize ihe piiois remaining io North Viemmam,
but the day after the press conterence, officers of the
Pentagon’s Public Ieformation Division phoned the seven
other released pilors and toid them 1o siay quiet

Most of the seven followed these instructions and have
coptinued to elude reporiers. However, one pior who was

o ad 3 A et TDEQ Ada: Tas V) Marmantar armracesd
STMDASCS 1N nusu)l. A FNIO, ‘IJJ AW v el F;lllcl. L\i}l:))'—\d

surprise at the stxiements made by Frishman und Hegdahl
Although he would not go into aay details because of the
orders, Carpenter said hs had not besa tortured i North
Vietnam nor had he heard of anyone bsing toriured. “In
general,” he stated. “my treatment was good.” When asked
why the Delense mpar:menl would not allow him to
speak Ireely even after the press conference, Carpenter
responded, "It’s all part of 2 plan.” The question inevitably
arises: what plan?

Aside from the issue of the Pentagon's motives. the
details given ~. Frishman and Heedahl raise some doubts
about their broad charse of “torture.” The only firsi-hand
examples they mentoned in their prepared statements
were (1) being placed in solitary coniinement in small
rat-inlested reoms with un roofs which became inordinate-
Iy bot; and {2) being exposed 10 mosquitoes which bit
their legs until they swelled. These episodes, while cer-
tainly unpleasant, are diifersnt only in degree from the

1 aiso about

THEY TORTURED?

treatment the United States Army gave the Green Beret
officers who are chazged in the recent slaying of a Vist-
namese counterspy. They were placed in sohitary con-
finement in 5 by 7 foot cells with no todet facilities and

‘only a bare light bulb inadequate for reading, The Greze

Beret officers compluined that their ¢ells became incrui-
nately hot.

Frishman and Hegdahl supported their charge of ter-
ture by giving examples of more serious physical harass-
ment sulfered by wwo other pilots. They said that Navy
Lieut. Comdr. Richard A. Stratton, who made a well-
publicized confession in March 1967, gave his siatement
oniy aiter having been sirung up by his wrists and having
his fingernails pulled out

The confession was delivered through a loud-speaker 10
a Hanoi press conference at which one American phoios-
rapher and a Japanese ielsvision craw
American voice from behind 2 curtain
ment about the war. When this was compleied Sirancn
appeared from behind the curtain. He bowed deenply
several times and then lcft without spzaking. Vhea the
American photographer reported this scens, the United
States prnrpurd that its mlnr: were being bratnwash=d,

a charge which Frishman and Heedahl now endorse.
It is hard to believe that Stration aciually bad his finzer

nails pulled out, however, when none of the mazy persen

who have seen him have reported physical harm. Bzozus
of the storm of protests which followed Strauen’s “¢on-
a: ng

ah

werz pracemt An

. 1
gave a long stare-

f{ ul

fession.” North Vietnam invited many visitors, inciv
Ameticans, 10 mezt Stratton. Nobody reported sezing ._»
scars or missing fingernails. Pictures taken of 3traiica
when he appeared irom behind the currain show thai s
hands were visible tc the repeners, none o whom rzperted
any injury, Pictures taken of Stratton in prison iater show
him to be a bit downcast, but in good health.

The second exampie oltered by Frishman and Hezdand
was Navy Lisut. Comdr. John S. McCawn 1L son of the
American Commander in the Pacific, McCain was injured
quite severely when he janded in a lake in the hears ©f
Hanoi after trving to bomb the city’s main power plant op
Octobar 26, 1967, According 1o the two rerurned piiots,
McCain has been kept in solitary confinement during most
of his captivity. "It's hard enough just baing |

rrnmfimamant ? Erchman eaid “hnt when van're wonndad
COTWINEMENL, S IGSAMAN §4iG, oUL Waeh OU io Blluuid

like John it's harder.” Frishmuan made no complaint that
McCain had actually been physically hurt by the Norih
Vietnamese. so it is difficult to understand why this is an
example of torture. Furthermore, McCain was not kept 15
solitary confinemnt during the first six months of his
capiivity when his injudes were most scvere. Air Foroe
Lieut. Col. Norris M. Qverly said after his release in
February 1968 that he had shared a room with McCain.

e
14 3TSIATY

There are other reasons for wondering about the
charges made by Frishman and Hezdahi:

(1) None of the prisoners who had been released earlizt

complained of unprovoked physical mistreziment. N4V



‘eiter he had

9

Licut. David P. Matheny, who was
158, s thul he was beaten va v

! in February
ccavon but onty
struck a suard. The othe, pilots. both in the
limited public stotements they have mads and'in priv:::c
discussions with goverament officiais, have umformiv de-
scribed their trestment as decent. Air Force Maj. Fred N,
Thompson, released in Augist 1968, sand that he was
obliped to parucipate i formal interrogation several
times, but that the North Vietnamese did not use any
threats or pressure  during  their guestioning, When
Thompson told his interrogator that 2 question involved
classified mauer, the interrocator dropped the subject.

(2) Frishman and Hegdahl eave no hint 10 the Ameri-
cans who accompanied them from Hanoi that they had

Rennie Davis, the leader

of the group. said he had leng and frank diccussions with
the men and that they had said nothing about being tor-
tured. Only after the pilots hud cone through extensive
debriefings did they tell their toriure stories.

{3) Hegdahl is 3 man of limifed expenense and train-
ing who suffercd greatly while in Nonth Viztnam, not
becouse of the conditions of prison lifz but because of his
ihability to adjust to a situation of confinement, One of the
few priseners who was not shot down while bombing North
Vietnam. Hezdahl was captured in the South China Sea
efter falling off the U'.5.5. Cunherra while it was maneu-
vering to evade shelting from the North Viernamese shore.
He had grown up in 3 smal) town in South Dakota. had
enlisted in the Navy a2t an early ane, was only 20 when
eapiured in 1967, and had received nons of the conditinn-
ing that pilots are given. According 10 Maj. James F. Low.,
who had shared a room with Hegdahl for 3 while before
his own releass in August 1963, Heedahl was in a dis-
tressed mental state 2nd it was very difficult o live with
him. Hegdahi muy. thareiore, not be the most reliable of

eommenizors on North Viemam's prisons.

{4} The Pentagon's previous conduct regarding te-
lcascd prisoners hoas failed to produce a record that
inspires trust. Afier the first group of three pilots was
released in Februare 1968, the Pentagon, with the active
assistance of William H. Sullivan, then ambassador to
Laos, pertuaded the pilots 1o return to the United States
on 2 military plane. d=spite the express dzsire of Nomh
Vietnam that the representatives of the U.S. peace move-
ment who had recsived the prisonzrs in Hanol be allowed
B accompany them on commercial flichts all the way
bome. (See The Navion. Aprit 1. 1968.) No additional
prisoners were relensed untit the United States promised
¥ allow them to return on commercial fiights. An even
mote serious breach of the spirit of North Vietnam's re-
Feases occurred in the fall of 1968 when the Air Force
assigned two of 1he threz pilots frzed in Auzust 1968 to
teach other pilots to fly and bomb. It costs about $300.000
o train 2 jet fichter pilot. and the North Vietnamese did
ot like the rhought thar they were saving the Pentagon
moncy by veioosing future teachers. A member of the
North Vne:namcsc deferation in Paris complained to
Averell Harriman in December 19638, and he arranged
for the pilots 10 be ascignad to other duties. Because of
this incident North Vietnam apparentiv canceled a re-
kosc it had scheduled ior eariy 1969, Rennic Davis

AHE NATION/ Ociober 6, 1569

suffered physica! mistrcatment,

thinks that, by er sing Frishman and Hegdahl to
make their stalen A the Pentagon has discouraged
similar gestures by Haooi in the furure.

There arc. of course. grounds for criticizing the
treatment of American prisoners. North Vietnam refuses
to release the names ol even the total number of Ameri-
cans it holds, insisting that this is a2 stale secret which
it wishes to retain for bargaining purposes in future

_hegotiations. Partly to keep the number of captive pilots

secret, North Vistnam refuses to allow many 1o write to
their relatives. At least 388 and perhaps as many as 800
prisoners are held in North Vietnam. Fewer than 100
have been allowed 1o write home. and those 100 have
written a total of onty 600 letters. Also. perhaps, to keep
the number secret, many prisoners are held in solitary
confinement. This treatment is a clear violation of the
requirements of the 1949 Geneva Convention on Prisoners
of War (which North Vietnam signed in 1957) and it has
had a demoralizing ef’2ct on many of the puots. But until
Frishman and Hcgdahl spoke, that was ail,

However, because the first six pilois who were relsased
had all besn in prison for less than eight menths. because
the prisoners whom Hanoi displaved to reporters tendzd to
be the sames ones again and again, and because many of
the prisoners have vet 10 be dentified. soma US.
officials devised the “Two Groups™ theory. They surmised
that Narth Vietnam treated some prisoners well, so that
they would tell the world that the prisons were humane,
and so that they could bz sent home in good shape
when the occasion suited. but that anothar croup
was kept in the background ard traated badlv. The re-
lease of Hegdahl afiar tweniv-2icht months. and of Frish-
man after nvcnzy-on- months, disrupied this thzorv. par-
dicularly when the two prisoners claimed misirzaimant.

Shortly after the Frishman-Hzgdahl press conferencs,
some officials at the CIA expanded upon the “Two
Groups‘ idea to suggest that the prisoners may be kept
in three saparate piaces. According to this theory, one
camp holds those prisoners who cooperatz, another those
who are unusually difficuit. and the third those who are
neither cooperative nor difficult. This might explain the
difference in treatment teponed by the various pilots who
have retumed, but it poses another question: why would
North Vietnam relesse prisoners who had been rartured?

Another explanation of ths difference in trearment was
offered by Frishman himseif. He said that what he called
“torture™ may be the doings of jailers who act without the
knowledgs of North Vietnam's leaders. Frishman stared,
as an example, that his conditions improved whansver a
North Vietnamese general visited the camp.

North Vietnam's treatment of its prisoners and its
method of choosing those it relezses may be puzzling. but
the behavior of the United States toward those who have
been freed is at least as mysterious. Alter ordzring all the
released piiots to say nothing, ths Pemazon hzs ailowed
two of them to tell meledramatic stories, whilz demaznding
continuing stence of the others. Before the accounts by
Frishman and Hegdahl can be accepted. the other frzed
prisonzrs must be allowed 1o 1ell their stonies.
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Repri~ted from the CENTER REPORT Oct. 1970

COMRIITTEE OF LIAISON

with Families of Servicemen Deotained in North Vietnam

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10035

Jon M. Van Dyke:

PRISONERS OF WAR IN VIETNAM

(Ep. NoTE: The following excerpts are drawn from a paper which
Visiting Fellow Jon M. Van Dyke presented jor discussion at a recent

Center roundiable.)

For the past year and a half, the US.
has condemned the North Victna-
mese for their treatment of captured
Americans. The North Vietnamese
are portrayed as evil captors who un-
relentingly harass American prison-
ers. The American prisoners are
portrayed as virtuous men who find
themselves in North Vietnamesc pris-
ons through an unfortunate and
itally fortuitous scries of cvents. The
“prisoncr-of-war problem™ is depicted
as an issuc unrelated to the bombing
and fizhting that have been taking
place in various parts of Southeast
Asia throughout the past decade.
Although this effort succeeded in
persuading the North Vietnamese to
adhere more closely to the formal
requirements of the Geneva Conven-
tion on Prisoners of War, it is based
on two false premises: (1) that the
Geneva Convention can be applied
without difficulty to the conflict in
Victnam and (2) that the United
States and its allies conform to the re-
quirements of the Convention. (The
Geneva Convention was drafted in
1949 to deal with the probiems of
conventicnal warfare on European
battlefields, It is difficult, if not im-
possible, to apply these provisions to
a guerrilia war in Southeast Asia.)
The United States pays only mini-
mal atiention to the Convention when
it is not in its interest o do so.
American soldiers frequently torture
captured Viet Cong in order to obtain
information about nearby enemy
units. Even more frequently, the U.S.
permits the Saigon forces to torture
prisoners after capture and through-
out their period of captivity. The U.S.
has failed to punish in any significant
way soldiers who have killed or mis-
treated enemy captives, thus elevating

this practice to an official policy. The

US. also conducts a program of tertor
1o eliminate Viet Cong political cadre a
program that operates with total dis-

regard-for the safeguards of the Ge-
neva Convention, Finally, because of
its desire to give the American public
the bleakest possible view of what the
enemy’s prison camps are like, the
Pentagon has muzzled freed Ameri-
cans who want to talk about the ex-
periences they had in capiivity.

The furor that has been created
over North Vietnam's prison camps is
understandable from a human point
of view, There are men in prison who
have been separated from their fami-
lies for a period longer than in any
previous war the United States has
been involved in. One man has now
been in Hanoi over six vears,

The furor nonctheless does an in-
justice to the North Victnamese, who
have probably treated their capuives
better than any other nation fighting
tn Asia during this century. During
World War 11, prisoners of war in
Asia were killed and allowed 10 die
with little remorse. Twentyv-seven per
cent of the prisoners held by the Jap-
ancse during that war died, and a
shockingly high percentage of the
Japanese held in Allied camps failed
to survive captivity. The 1reatment of
prisoners during the Korean war was,
at best, primitive. And the handling
of captives by the United States and
the Saigon government is in many
respects worse than that of North
Vietnam and the Viet Cong,

It is in this perspective that North
Vigtnam’s prison camps must be ana-
lyzed. The most serious charges
lodged against the North Vietnamase
are the accusations of physical abuse
brought back by two pilots a year
ago. These charges are serious indeed,
but the manner in which the Penta-
gon has handled public information
about North Vietnam's camps makes
it difficult to accept the statements at
face value. The other seven pilots
who have been releaseu by North
Vietnam have never been formally pre-
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sented to the press. IEn fact, they ha
all been told ghat it would not be bens-
ficial o their military carcers to say
anythisg that would intcrfere with
the government’s attempts to put
pressure on North Vietnam,

ABC News was finally able to per-
suade another of the freed pilots to
speak last month and he gave qQuite a
diffcrent picture of North Victnam's
prison camps. Air Force Captain Joe
V., Carpenter said that he had been
pushed around a bit when first cap-
tured, and was kept separate from the
other prisoncrs, but that he had not
suffercd in any significant fashion.
Physicat conditions were not 100 bad,
and he was able to make friends with
the North Victnamese who lived in
the neighborhood of his cell.

The complaints lodged against the
treatment of prisoners by the Viet
Cong in South Victnam mostly con-
cern the extremely austere lodging
“and food. Many Viet Cong units are
constantly on the run, so that until a
prisoncr can bt taken to a secure
area, the prisoner must also be con-
stantly moving. Even in a secure
arca, the prisoncr — iike everyone
¢else who lives in the area — must al-
ways be on guard for American bomb-
ing attacks. ,

Considering these difficultics, the
treatment given to prisoners by the
Viet Cong is probably as good as
could ever be provided by a revolu-
tionary army. Many of the Americans
who have spent time in Viet Cong
prisons during the last two years
have, in fact, commended the enemy
for the treatment received.

In November, 1969, three young
GI's who had becn prisoners for pe-
riods ranging from cight months to
two years were released by the V.C.
After they were transported to an
Air Force Base in Japan, they were
displayed 1o the press for fifteen min-
utes and procceded to praise the Viet
Cong for their treatment. Private Coy
R. Tinctv of Cléveiand, Tennessee,
said, “I'd 1.2v» to think twice before
1'd fight them again afier what they
did for me. I was wounded. They
took real pood care of me.”

The Army reacted typically to
these stories of Viet Cong kindness.
High officials decreed in January,

1970 thar all enldiare snbheaniiamels
S/FWy AL il AL JuloLquLl Yy

Jon M. Van [yke, a Center Visiting Felfow,
was, until recently, assistant professor of law
at the Catholic University in \Washingion,
D.C. With four other law professors, he pre-
pared a brict supporting Ma<achusetis’ sta-
tute attacking the constitutionality of the
Vietnam war. It was file) with the Supreme
Caurt in Augusi.

released from enemy prisons would
be kept from the press until they had
undergone extensive debricfings both
in Victnam and the United States
and hud gone through a “readjust-
ment” period. The U.P.1. quoted in-
formed military sources as saying
that exceptions may be made if the
former prisoncr is found in his carly
debricfings to be hostile toward his
captors.

The spotlight must be focused on
U.S. - Saigon treatment in order to
gain perspective on the relative merits
of North Vietnam’s handling of pris-
oners.

There are six formal P.O.W, camps
run by the Saigon government, \mh
the assistance of U.S. advisors, con-
taining some 33,000 men. These
camps arc subjected to scheduled and
unscheduled inspection by the Inter-
national Committce of the Red Cross.,
and thcy do conform to the Con-
vention's requircments. Many of the
Viet Cong who were captured never,
however, make it to thesc. formal
camps,

There have been a number of triais
during the past year of American G.Ls
ac¢used of killing Viet Cong prisoners.
Despite  uncontradicied  eye-witness
testimony, all of the accused have been
acquitied or given extremely lenient
penalties, These acquirtals must be
based on the knowledge of the oflicers
on the court-martial pancls that killing

nf meicAanase fo mlans nemoanae ] €
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"drink concoctions containing

_dorces in South Victnam all the time,

and the media has confirmed that this
is truc. Television ‘crewmen -have fre-
quently taken film of interrogators tor-
turing suspects, and ncwsmen have
photographed captives being pushed
out of American helicopters.

Another farge block of captives are
deemed not to qualify for formal
P.O.W. status by the overly-strict
standards used by thc United States
and the Saigon governments. and they
wind up in miscrable South Vietna-
mese civilian prisons.

After the International Comrmittee
of the Red Cross visited one of these
civilian prisons carlicr this year — at
Con Son lIsland, with its famous
“tiger cages” -— they found a group of
prisoners of war from North Vietnam
and discovered that they were mis-
treated in the following respects: they
were never allowed out of their cells.
they were strapped in irons cvery
night from five in the cvening 1o six in
the morning. they were permitted to
wash only twice a week, they were not
given cnouph fresh food or water, and
they werc only rarcly given iresh
clothes.

Subsequently Dr. Marjoric Nelson
1old the House Subcommittee on For-
eign Operations that she had regularly
treated the victims of beatings and
torture inflicted in a South Vietna-
mese interrogation center that had an
Amecrican adviser. She said prisoners
came to her after “being tortured by
vloﬂncnv with wires attached 10 eurs,

nipples and genitatia; being forced te
pO\V-
dered lime and other noxious sub-
stances; and being tied up and sus.
pended by ropes upside down from
the rafiers for hours.”

The United States governmient and
its allics participate in such atrocities
without much apparent concern, while
at the same time condemning Nortt
Yictnam for its relatively tolcrabit

"prisoner treatment. .
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Mrg was
interviewed by ediately
identified himself and advised Mre. hat a discreet
investigation was being conducted reg g the Committee of

Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnanm
{COLITAM) at the request of J, WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant
Attorney General, Internal Security Divéiston, U. S. Department
of Fustice. :

by advised that her son il—
who is currently a prisoner of war of
the Nor se. She said, however, ste is not the

ds ag his wife,
Oklahoma,

e

n
“Mrs, dvy

with htr daughter~in-law
followin; information €rom her:

maintains close contact
and has received the

as received five letters from
All of them have be
her by the

e
LITAM organization. She rncalled*
received two letters approximately April 1970, one letter
in June 1970, one letter early in November 1970 and one card
Just prior to Thanksgiving Day 1970, She further adviged

Just prior t
that has received communications from the

COLITAY organization in regard to the letters furnished to
.-~ her from her husband.

Hrsqltatcd to her knowledge_
Hwas contacted by the COLIFAM organization and
erge

has no information regardin i1s of this
contact. She stated in her opinio would be
most cooperative in any inquiry into s r, however,

neither she nor her daughter-in-law would want to do anything

which might jeopardize the of communication which has
been openad to them from
o FUs AR ATNED
e X - HREINTS URCLASSIFLED
* £7oFF7 HERE SHORN
. . - ?

Files__XC 100-11050
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"ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIL

bt 12/18/70
o/rin-"
hY #er bt
Mrs.
was interviewsd e Agent Imnediately

v SA
identified himself an vised Mrs, that a discreet
investigation was being conducted regarding the Committee
of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in North
Vietnam (COLIFAM) at the request of J, WALTER YEAGLEY,
Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security Division,
U.%. Department of Justice.

tated that she is the mother of
s who currentlv is a mrisoner of

war o orth Vietnamese. Shestated that her son has
a wifeliving in Charleston, South Carolina, who is 1lis
as the next of kin according to military records. lrs
stated that she does not contact her son directlv, how
she writes to him through her daughter-in-law and to da
she has onlv received one letter from him and that was
forwarded to her from her daughter-in-law. f#’p AV LY

e N Hrs.* stated she has not been contacted nor
: dSes she know anything about the COLIFAM organization, ¥
She further stated that she and her daughter-in~law want gz 3"
to do evervthing possible to help this country and assist ' ¥ .. %
in the return of her son to the United States., however, r‘:'lth.r

-

of them wish to do anvthing that might cause hardship to ! o
come to him or break he line of communication they ..
have from him, Mrs.“believes that her daurhter- "
in-law has onlv contac er son through the regular .

channels set forth by the U, S. military establishment.
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 12/31/70

FROM Zh,;ff)c, KNOXVILLE (100-4101) (RUC)

SUBJECT: TCOMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES
(coLtram)
IS - MISC
REGISTRATION ACT
(0O: NY)

Re Knoxville letters to Bureau with copies to
New York dated 11/3; 4; 10; 13; 17; 20/70 and 12/4/70.

In referenced letter information set forth of
interviews conducted with relatives of prisconers of war and
of persons missing in action in North Vietnam.

Since all leads have been covered in this case no
further action is being taken.

If any information is received re captioned matter
the Bureau and interested offices will be notified.
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Powlm, o CO lailac
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Reb-1 ‘1
CCGa D 113 s JAN S

g%:b Bureau (RM) R
- New York (100-168469) (RM)
1l - Knoxville

Vol o mm eATION CONTATNED
'HEREI 1S UNCLASSIFIED
&

o my r-u r\ur t

\~ - . i r-':w;l‘“\m—u_ -—
e ; Foooz /;’/-\-‘n\"\.
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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1232AM URGENT 12-27-T@ RPM Ay ‘;m* o
TO DIRECTOR (18@-45789%) Powf Mia £.0.13%1a N
e ORLA)
ATT DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION Mook Gan g
— | XA A e
SEATTLE ge I~

b?e
FROM NEW YORK (12@-168469) 2P

— r— A ———

“COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DET4INED

NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) IS - MISC. ,
Trrtarna! Setufl'(‘\} M isteriar eeus
/;.p b lMene b?e

ON DECEMBER TWENTYSIX, NINETEEN sr:w-:nn,—

NORTHWEST ORIENT AIRLINES, J.F. KENNEDY

—_— AIRPORT, NEW YORK CITY, ADVISED THAT A MRS. WEI3S CALLED THE
AIRLINES AND ADVISED SHE REPRESENTED THE COLIFAM, SHE REQUESTED

.j) USE OF NORTHWEST'S LOUNGE ON DECEMRER TWENTYSEVEN

NINETEEN SEVENTY FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE, WHICH WAS TO BE

CONDUCTED BY THREE PASSENGERS RETURNING ON RO §T FLIGHT . #)-

NUBER FOUR, TEN FORTY-FIVE P.m., Ded@der “m%{vﬁ@:f/f 122 ‘?CA

NINETEEN SEVENTY FROM TOKYO. PASSENGERS WERE GIVEN AS RMAJ. & W7l

YOUNG, T, YOUNG AND A, BENNETT WHO WOULD HAVE NEW PRISCNLR " (p——o e

WAR NAMES RECEIVED FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT,

ADVISED ABOVE FLIGHT ALREADY AIRBoyRNE. FLIGKT

END PAGE ONE pe I e

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIMIS UNCLASSIFIED
=T TPPVHERE SHOWH
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PAGE TWO
DEPARTED HONG KONG FOR TOXKYO. FLIGHT TO ARRIVE SEATTLE, WASH-
INGTON ELEVEN TWENTY AM, DECEMBER TWENTYSEVEN NINETEEN SEVENTY
(SEATTLE TIME) WHERE CUSTOMS INSPECTION WILL BE MADE. U.S.
CUSTOMS WILL NOT SEARCH IN NYC. NO PRESS éONFERENCE BELIEVED
SCHEDULED FOR SEATTLE,
ADMINISTRATIVE.cessus

MRS. WEISS PROBARLY IDENTICAL WITH CORA WEISS,
COo=CHAIRMAN OF COLIFAM, PASSENGE#S PROBABLY RON YOUNG,
OF FOLLOWSHIP- OF RECONCILIATION, TRUDI YOUNG, HIS WIFE AND
ANN BENNETT. NYO WILL ATTEMPT TO KAVE SA'S COUER.tONFERENCE.
IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT CORA WEISS IN PAST HAS DEMANDED AUTHENTIC
PRESS CREDENTIALS AT CONFERENCES,

SEATTLE SHOULD ATTEMPT TO HAVE THQRUUGH SEARCHlMADE BY
Y.S. CUSTOMS TO POSSIBLY OBTAIN PRISONERS NAMES OR LETTERS
BEFORE PASSENGERS ARRIVE NEW YORK FDﬁ ﬁhESS CONFERENCE,

NYO WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW AND ADVISK.
END

REM FBI WASH DC
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Memorandum
R TUR DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) vall 12/31/70
-
LT R kk)\:}/Sﬁc, MIAMI (1.00—15995) (P)
~
SURJECT: - ~ COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTE
“VI1ETNAM (COLIPAN) R e ol yin-"
IS - MISCELLANEOUS; ., .+, . .
REGISTRATION ACT < 7 as 934 5; bl
(00: NEW YORK) RWIM o, 0 (23]

File Columbia airtel to Bureau 7/18/70 and
Miami airtel to Bureau 7/13/70.

Enclosed to Bureau are 1l copies of an LHM
dated and captioned as above. Two copies each of
this 1LHM are enclosed for New York and San Diego.

LEADS

. SAN DIEGO

g:_-culfornn
already interviewed, MNrs “

—_ should be rviewed regardin

- er prisone husband

in accordance with New York airtel to Bureau dated 6/9/70.
MIAMI

)
A-O(-a-)r-\. . ‘24—_

[T

Will interviewv and submit LHMs on results
of interview with following persons:

ALL 1 TION CONTAINED
Florida §%‘~'}’£I¥I S UNCLASSIFIED
L VETRE SHov
She
is '11'. of
P
A= / — ) d;

_ -/
ureau (En%? -11) (Rl)(L m'ss *M“‘L &2

- New York (100-168469) B () BN §oren
2 - San Diego (Enc. -2) (RM) (EC-35
AWAENCY: ANMY, OV, OSI 90 WR, SHIEDY, | EX-1 .

ovils Kegielady o b




100-15995

PO¥W's _father is

Floriga.
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% d 49
E{éifi‘ FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIIVHION
In “v,-h, Plewse Refer o
Fobie Vo, Miami . Florida

Decemboer 1, 1970

RE: COMMITTEE OF 1.IAISON WITH FAMILIES

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH

VIETNAM (COLIIAM) co frre
INFORMATION REGARDING PRISONER L7s
RICRARD MULLEN, U. S, NAVY

70, Mrs

Florida, telepho
e is the mother ofm
U. 8. Navy, a maval avy who

North Vietnam.

Mrs. said that around December, 1969,

she received a - fr AM sing & four-
line note from her son, The letter
from COLIFAM stated tha cooperating

& with prisoners of war and that she would receive addi-
g tional letters from COLIFAM.
Mrs. aid that the letter from
- —and the er from COLIFAM are packed among
3 er belongings which were recently shipped to Tavernier

and therefore a at thi e. She added,
however, that wite, received a
similar lette er let rom COLIFAM

and from her husband

lrs.Msaid she has pever written to COLIFAK,
nor has she co d members of COLIFAM by any other
means. The only contact COLIFAM made with her was by
letter, as mentioned above.
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RE: COLIFAM

~
A$&7‘*L 'y7¢k
INFORMA: ION REGARDING PRISONER
PETER VAN SCHOEFFEL .

Yend F I
Information regarding “

was previously furnished in a memorandum dated July 13,
1970, under this caption *@d

On October 2,
available a form letter
1970, signed "CORA WEISS".
received a letter from his S0n0 ¥ sure to this
letter. The envelope containing these letters was post-
marked September 18, 1970, in New York, New York, and
bears the return address “"Committee of Liaison, 2nd
Floor, 365 West 42nd Street, New York, New York.
10036."

ember 18,



