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FD-302 [REV. J-17-69}

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 AN e AR B LR November 11, 1970

Dots

ve had with anyone associated with the L’Z""
Committee of Lisison with Miliewiceun Detained

in Nowth Yiatves {OOT.TEAM) Mrs dvisad that har

T Y LAFWE TS Y AV A
son,

ly
shot down over around Jamary, 1967.

They did send letler the Red Cross, however,
they were returned undelivered.

She advised that no one has eontacted her
from COLIFAM.

bie
| lrl._remarked that she had been in
contact with thé Maryland Coordinator B the Mational

league of Families of American Priso ng
Southea

declared missing In actlon.

Nrs. E could possibly provide
| n~8dditional informAlion as to any contacts made by
y representatives of COLIFAM concerning relatives
of POW's and MIA's in the Maryland area.

g’! ¢ Nrs. advised that she can furnish
o additional information concerning her personal
knowledge about the COLIFAM organization.

ATL INTORYETTION CORTATINED bﬁb&'
UEREIN 17 UKILASSIFIED
DATE 722193 BY Qg0

CN2Y5,670 (M uED|

N 11/5/70, R »2ry12n0 s BA 100-27337
* (I /510

Date diciated

by

This document containy neithar recommendations eor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBi and is looned 1o your agency,
1t and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency
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1970, eontaining a lstter from his
out that lstters were illegally
Airport and delayed their delivery. WThis letter po
out that a ROBERT SCHEXR had left Hsnel, where he had
been given 379 letters from pilots, whose names appesred on &
1list of 235 previcusly oonfirmed m:-. . SCREER

with a hlcptioa of 10, according to the letter, had spent three
months im Algeria, Korea, Chimk and Norih Vietnam and
had accumulated a wide of materials. It was
1ntodwttlntthoﬂl toms officials at e
irport were interested " " in the whereadbouts of the letters.
According to the letter, CHEER opened two packets ef
letters for the Custom officials to see. They then took

huintonprintemanddenndodﬂat he turn over the

mail, ing "We must open it and read it". SCEEER

| refused hanﬂonrmhttaunthnhdbnncmw

%0 him for immediate deiivery to fmmilies. Fimally the

. officials agreed to place the letters in bond and the
packages were officially sealed. Thizx letter indicated

that the State Department was contacted on the seiszure of
— thess lsttars‘and eventually the letters were released

i —— -

to Rr. SCHEXR, who Mntcly transferred them to the
_ Conmittee of Liaison for distribution. The letter ecriticized
o the U.8. Govermment for the abdbove actions and commended the
oy North Vietnamese for the increase in the volume of msil
coming irom prisonera. This letter pointed ocut that
S increasing mumbers of pacikages and a wide assortment
e of food, medicine, or articles had been received by
o : the prisoners. Mr. advised that he ®ould notify
the FBI coneerning a

COLYPAN. t
ALL INFORMATION | CONTATNED Lie
e
urREIN 15 UNLu!:aEFIL

31 f02

BA 100-27337
11/11/70

Qn_

Filea_ _

by_ _ Dela dictoted __

Thic documaent contning rcoitker rerommendcticns nor conclusions ol tha FRL U is the property of the FBI and 1s loonsd to your aas~ry,
It and ls conlents ore not 1o be disinibuted oulside your ogency.
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iDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

A G Rer & (2§72, Novesber 11, 1970

1—

———————— T C <

of ttee of Linlison With Pumiliss &f comen
De North Vistnam, 7# . S
: advined that she s | ted frem
: howe sitwation
Y -2
en, both have 4 2incere mutual interest.

Since thsy were nmotified that he was missing
in action by the Air Foree , they have received wo
further information eoncerming his status nor have
they received any cerrespondence nor have they been
contacted by any representative of COLYFANM.

In the evaat any such sontaet ceours,
=,Lndio;tod that she would motify the FEI. -

b2

ALL TNPORMATION CONTAYRED
HERE TN 1S UNCZAS5 I FIED o
paTEen93  BYWo

CASYS,S10 B |HIA pu EDILTI

!' 7

b7c

== A & e
o 11/5/7__ NN Yaryland .  BA 100-273%
- G it
by Dates dictated
This document contains neither recommaendations aor conclusions of the FBi, It is the property of the FBl ond Is loaned ko your ogency.

# and i contents are not 1o be distribuied cutside your agency.
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OPTIONAL F~"tM NO 10 o et

MAY 1982 Er TIDN
GSA GEN REG. NO. I7

UNITED STATES - NI

‘ Memorandum

I

Ait (¢ R Eo A -

mouc Vg C, KNOXVILLE (100-4101) (P)
L2e
SUBJECT; OMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH

g - FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) DATE: 11/20/70
ED IN NORTH VIETNAM
45- (COLIPAM)

IS - MISCELLANEOUS

REGISTRATION ACT
(00: NY) b7e

Re New York airtel to Bureau dated 6/9/70.

Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one cop
[o) FD- owing the results of an interview with

on 11/6/70, at— Tenn.
. —Lve
1 & The original of the FD-302 is maintained in

oxville file 100-4154.

advised during the course of the
most positive his son, ‘
of the Air Force, is dea Y o
should any informatdion come to his

g v T,
= Lﬂ attentlon concerning the captioned matter, he will
1 P immediately advise. ATHE
) \.‘g". ‘\!!\ 10‘1 CON" lk‘“ b
- 5&2:?”01 e ASSTFIED o
‘ BY
d . TE
v DA ‘éﬂﬁ}?o MIA g 0p
CNNSS
‘ﬁ_ﬁ, ‘Qf(;)- Bureau (100—457899) (Enc. 1) (RM)
~ New York (100-168469) (Enc. 1) (RM)

3 - Knoxville (2 - 100-4101)

(1 - 100-4154 C) REC 16//70 - ‘/“‘ C/‘} ~ /g/

U! l;ﬂ” Y gan NOV 24 19,0

e}

ENCLO. 1

|‘



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.

At br. PER & /(a8
Py beso Movember 17, 1970

been reported h a r.prns.ntltlvo of the Alr Yorce as
missing ia uction. Ne advised that from the circumstances
surrounding his disappearance it is omly logical to believe
that his son is dead.

. advised that the only individual
ha has been in Con with concerning his son has been
a representative of the United States Air Force and that
there has been no attempt on the part of any individual

- - PO R . oy . — - P FJpay ' S
other than this representative to contact his. Bs further

advised that he has no ¢ontact with the Committee of Liaison
with Pamilies of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam and
to his knowledge no effort has been made on the part of this
group to contact elther him or any -nbcr of his family.

According to Mr. m does not know of
any other family in the area ve relatives either
— Rissing in action or prisoners of war that have been
contacted by the committee.

i
ly small hope that his

N As there s
son might be alive, Nr. strongly doubts that
any effort will he made Mntact him concerning

ko -l et A AL L. L _-Seed o e Alead .

nis son. #NoOULG TWNis na M audv.issed vaoaL. e
-

n,
will immediately inform of the
) [74:—

ALL INFORMATION CONTA TNED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE fl[a3b3- E;ﬁzﬂ e

Ty,
|

or—11/6/70 R %2 cies_ KX_100-4154
L1e

by m geows __11/10/70

This document ¢ontoins naither recommendalions nor concluuons ol th- FB&’ n p{qpr? =t the FBI and is loaned 1o your agent

' and ity contents are not to be disiribuled ouviside your agancy
' u
EI\C L

PO W LL;.J



FD-36 (Rev, 5.22.64)

FBI
At fre B & 2L ~2- Date:  11/18/70

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code!

AIRTEL

(Priority}

bq? ________________________________
TO: l DIRECT(R, FBI (100-457899)

FRQM:,J AC, DETROIT (100-37260) (P)

b~
0 COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES -
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM

(COLIFAM)

IS - MIS()ZELLANEOUS ALL INFORMATION CO TAI!D brc
REGISTRATION ACT HEREL Is"ucmgixnsn

00: New York DATE Wh«%?,mgp____,

'enaqs;sTo
- Re New York airtel dated 6/9/70, San Antonio
letter dated 8/27/70, and Detroit letter to Bureau, 8/25/70.

Re San Antonio letters lists relatives of
Prisoners of War (POWs) regiding in the different areas.

On this list was the bllowing relative:

ALL I TION CONTAINED
HEREINS U“FCLAS‘S 1FIED
EXCEPT, 'E SHOWR

57 %

b
- .

Investigation at -trevealed that Mrs,
_moved from that address without a forwarding
aaaress. It was later determined that was aw
residing in

b7“ on 11/6/70, above address,
was interviewed and advised as follows: She sa she has Qf
o

iio- 0O - } 7 ‘j
@- Bureau (RM) E\lUg ‘/b 7?

1 - New York (100-168469) (info) (RM)
2 - Richmond (RM)

NOY 201870

A !
| 7= Py s

¢ 2 - Detroit -

L? ¢
App_—?@ A
ial Agent in Ch
57 Dm y nt in Charge

Sent __ M Per




At boe AR &> /2812-2
DE 100-37260

' 7 c
eceived a letter from her son,
ﬁnor has she been contacted by a representatiVe
o

FAM, She stated her son's wife probably hears from him
L?;—if anyone would, but her daughter-in-law and she are not

on speaking terms. Her son's wife 1s named and!;z
does not have her address but she resides i =
Virginia, Her name is probably in the télephone booR.™
y % C :
Mrs, supplied a pamphlet announcing the

first annual meeting of members of the National League of Families
of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia, which

was held at the Marriott Twin Bridges Motor Hotel, Washington,
D.C. This pamphlet in the form of a ballot listed the

names of 45 members named by the Nominating Committee as
candidates for the Board of Directors. This pamphlet i

being enclosed for WFO for their informatim, Mrs,
received this pamphlet through the mail from the group /.,
and it does not need to be returned, =

L2g,

It iS to b d hat MrSu

0 Iurther contacts wil er are contemplated.

o
B LEAD RICHMOND

% — - L2«
=3 AT VIRGINIA

1€

¢
. Attempt to locate, and if feasible interview Mrs,
“ complying with instructions as set
_— ' orth in referenced New York airtel,




Mr. Tolson______
Mr., Sullivan____
Mr. Mohr. .
Mr. Bi~hop
Mr.BrennanCD_
Mr. Culluhan .
Mr. Casper.
Mr. Conrad .
Mr. Felt ___._
Mr. Gale _____
Mr. R sen ____
Mr. Tavel .
Mr Waiters_____
Mr. § ars .
Tele. Ruom.
Miss K imes
Miss Gundy .

FEDERA| BUREAY OF INVESTIGATIO
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION Vg

Al bre A2, & 1P~

_JfL,

TELETYPE kﬂ‘v

NR216 WF CODED
200AM NIT@/!I-S-TB ALM (SENT 11-T7-78)
T0 DIRECTOR
ﬂTTENiION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

NEW YORK
FROM WASHINGTON FIELD  1IP
COMMITIEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN

DETAINED IN NORTH_VIETNAM_(COLIFAM), 1S - MISCELLANEOUS,
ALL INFORMATION CONTATNED

EGISTRATION ACT. JrITIN IS Y CLASSIFIED
Le D“El?3 > BY‘?S"P
Ow| M1 RAED
cu‘ -rA I he
RE NEW YORK TELETYPE TOC BUREAU, NOVEMBER FI\fE, NINETEEN

SEVENTY. | Lre J2

PROVIDED TO BUREAU FILE ONE ZERO ZERC ~ FOUR FOUR THREE NINE

ONE SIX BY WFO AIRTEL DATED OCTOBER EIGHT, LAST, WAS ALL THE
INFORMATION POSSESSED BY SOURCE. SOURCE RETAIN;}O PERHANENT /gg
; ' —

ALBEEDSP SET OUT. -

RECORDS AND HAS 'NO DATA BESIDES THR

RUC.
~111 ® nov 2. gz
END
——— —
REM FBI WASH DC L7” -
. N CONTATNEG
IFIED -

s77
57DEC 21970



OPTIONAL FORM NC §0 il -
SAY 1M EDITION
- sasremE (0 oPR) 1t

UNITED §7 ATES GOVERNMENT
Al (r¢ AR &o (2812 —2
Memorandum
e ‘ DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) pate: 13/23/70

SAC, SACRAMENTO (100-2745) (P)

Y o

b COMMITTEE OF LIAISON W1TH FAMILIES

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM
(COLIFAM)

INTERNAL SECURITY - MISCELLANEOUS,;

REGISTRATION ACT
00: New York ALL TNPORMATIOR CONTATRED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
mu?bﬁhSB
CRWS S0 HwWpuA M L2<

Re New York airtel to the Bureau, 6/9/70, and
Sacramento letter to the Bureau, 8/10/70. -

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (ll) copies
of an LHM containing the results of interviews with people
in relation to captioned organization. Two (2) copies of

this LBM are being enclosed for New York. ‘

All persons interviewed were advised that the Lre
investigation wes being conducted et the specific request
of the Department of Justice,

The following people were interviewed on the
dates indicated and they all advised thet they had not

been contacted by cap organization:
RECIE 100N $7 %59 l% \\'

Copy to_£, — - s “[ <
by rouiing siip for

alifornia
nfo [] action

R 0

11 NOV 27 1979

by...

ee 7/&4’

- Bureau au (Edcs. 1ﬂ§ﬁ§ﬂj

2 - New York (100-168469) (Encs, 2) (RM)
amento I UMr / , %b ﬂﬂ
C SMS [obert- Ierdian 1‘/‘-}/}’/

i~m Bﬂ] U.s S‘avmg: Bonds Rrgtdarly on the Payroll Savings Plan

R}




Ay {7 rER Co 1 8-z

SC 100-2745

‘JIIIIIIIIIIIIIIF!!!!!!!L1a
d Californl‘ a

® 10/27/70

e ReDeated attempts to locate and interview
and AQ?"

eve been uiisucCessful to date,
LA S
SACKA, LLITTU

_ Zc»
| »7 R R coroRs

T 74
- Intemew-
L

o7 (R citroris:
w_ bo-
i S

! A_T— CALIFURNIA:

L2




5C 100-2745

é? P
—lnterview_




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREALU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer 1o Sacramento, California
File No. November 23, 1970

COMMITTEE UF LIAISON WITH FAMILILS
UF SERVICEMuN LETAINEL IN NORTH VIETRAM (CULIFALi)

. .
L INFC‘R‘JATIC“{ CO;;'IP« 1DL B ‘7 c 3
;}\‘r g 15 UNCLASSI:I: '2‘8{"‘
oaTE LP2 3 \j: \mL
cuWs, 510

— e e Em me v mam wm o W e e e e e e e e e e o e = o o -

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, 1t is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are

S T R B D
e distributed ocutside your agency.,

ALL [NFPRMATION CORTAINED
HERENY'TS UNCLASSIFIED
RE SHORN

EXCLOSURB



FD-302 (Rov. 4-)5-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
A bre R Eo (28127

b oue /17T
1 el

E

stated that M{g the sarzly part
telegran was sent to his aon's wifae,

at their former address in 4‘?:‘-—

y
sent & night letter to Mrs.
.Gaorxh. repaating the nassage.

The aforementioned tahxm was fxom RENNIE
V1S, Hew Yo | Bev Y which he stated that he

had a letter and would formrd same /?c_

to In the ¢ Mﬂ; queted in
full t coutanrts of letter.

. Or. the foll 'hmsda
, ddressed te Mrx.

WA LIS SR LES ITER R .

letter arrived in
from DAVIS anclosing
m:orenntlomd lettar The
lettar wus from “RENNARD C Mobilixzation
7¢ Committee te End the War in V!.otmm, 339 lafayette Strect,
lew rork. nav York, 10012¢,

. Y4
lélt.ﬂ that in September of 1969
receivad a second letter frn—

b2e
‘ this &he from “Ths Comulttas of Liaisen with
P Vanilies of Servicamen

ined Ro Vietnan (COLIFZAM),
New Yo New York", lotter was dated
Mgust 29, 1969, and My,

Ixro&{mou AR tveD

laer 2
4
On__8/13/70 ot Flle#_8C 100a2245

Date dictoted R4 1A77¢

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBi and s loonea to your ogency
it and Itx conlents are not 1o be distribyied outsids your ogency




Av He R & 23 /2

5
L?*

In tha latter part of Novem
eived in
Thes- _

T Or @arly
for !r.o
atters arri

the four aforementioned letter [7:
vere addressed to his wife, Mr,
opened the lettars with ltu.— prior wxonl.
S e

\\ (] \k
- By letter dated April 20, 1970, STEVEN E.
~+H HALLIVELL, COLIFAM, Nev York, Hew York, forwe

tter - -
Y - -::_....._;r"a.'.“n_ " I

SEUILICEBREL WU L s IJ!.U ﬂrl“
mlifomh. In RALLIWELL's letter bt b7
mentions e fact that a Reverend RICHARD-] ERNAHDEZ a

¥y L‘? -

P‘ IT0U NAUAE AL,

E’ member of COLIFAM, had brou;ht back this letter fr.on
N North Vietnam, {
b2e
M statad that neither he and his wifc
e nor IMMVB reccelved nny additional letters
: f“rﬁl‘i since April of 1%70,

déviaed that he has received
approximately two

e etters from COLIFAM in which the
offered to forwerd mail from the family to j?.-_
in North Vietnam., MNr, _stntod that he has never

. acknovliedgad these letters and to his knowledge his son's
v wife has never contacted COLIFAM,

"’ . Mr,
) .

7¢
Mr, gadviud that neither he and Lis wife
nor his son's e have ever been peraomlly contacted by

any representative of COLIFAM, No personal objects have
ever bean delivered for them or brought back to them from

_ ble
Hr.-alao noted that he knows of no other

prisoner of war families who have beecn approached in a
sinilar manner.

b e
Mr.?advised that he 1s willing to coojerate
should his tes ny be needed at a later datc as long as this
testimony “would not prejudice my son'".




o




£D.302 Rev 4-15-44

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

AL drc PER. &P 1261=2

Septeaber 23, 197U
L?& Date __

L

e

Mrs.
Calif
United ltltu Alr Yorce, & pruon-r of wer.

About Decenber, 1969, she recsived a lstter from
the American Friends Service Committee, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvamia, which {ndicated thet “soneome™ wes going
to maks & trip to North Vietomesm and wuld bs able to
take lettem to prisomars of war. She is not totslly
certain, but believes some represantitive of ths United
States Air Force alse contacted her about the same tims,
{ndicating that meil for priscners of war might be
delivared via this means. é?/é

About Merch, 1970, m.-meiv.d s letter
from the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen
Detsined in North Vietmam (COLIFAM). She recalled that
the latter bore the printed sigmture of a person vhose
last rame wes WEISS, It war a cover letter enclosing a
letter froe her prisoner of wer son. She subsequently
received s letter in April and in June, 1970,

Tt p———— R

B Mrs. indicated that she {8 most grateful
for this svenue correspondence to and from her priscner
of war son. She stated that the letters from this
cosmittee have appeared to be eourteous, sympathetic, and
vith & sincere desire to help, She recalled that there
had been no demands, no requests for contributions or

no solicitations in h&ttm.

_ N o
mlﬁtﬂ that since this cosmittees
spparently the only possible source of contsct

vith her sen, she would prefer mot to make sny appearances

vhich would in any wey jeopardize that SeRCACtsovnit 4o

TR .
e

cu3d

é

9/17/79

by Daote dictated

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and s looned fo your agency:
it ond its contents ore not to be distributad outside your ogency.



FD-302 Rev. 4-15-64

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

A b 2 &0 1281-37 September 24, 1970

Dote

o

Raval

Air 5 alifornia, is the wite of
ol

risoner ol war im North Vietrmam who was eaptur.é
—1968.

W Bar first contact with the Committee of Liaison
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnem
(COLIFAM), was at San Diego during the Easter season in
1970 via a phons call of an individual who identified
himself as STREVE BALLOWKL]. of that committee.

HALLONELL stated that he wvas then in San
Francisco and had a letter vhich he would mail to her.
The letter arrived with a cover letter from COLIFAM
vhich indicated that this wvas ons of a packet eof letters
from prisoners of wvar vhich a meaber of their committee
secured while in Horth Vietnam. She was invited to
conmunicate with her husband via that committee and has
done so on several occasions since that time.

She bas in no way been intimidated, solicited
or cajoled by the COLIFAM and has no wish to testify
if that testimony would in any way jeopardize the
contirmuance of the contact with her prisoner of war

husband.
ALL TRFORMATION CONTATRED ‘7‘-.
BIREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
narzzm\?_wﬂg”
AwiMaonep I
ci3¢e §10
b7¢ ©
on 9/14/70 -;..ufomia cr . SC 100-2745

by - Dote dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond 15 iosned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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! FD-302 Rev 4.15-64

| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
e R Eo R8N -

A4 September 24, 1970

L?y Date N S

Puring late 1969 and 1970, Mrs. recelivec
several letters from the Committee of Lisison with Femilies
of Servicensn Detaimed in Forth Vietnam (COLIFAM),
vhich have enclesed letters from har prisoner of war
husband. She has likevise sent several letters to him
vis that same sourcs. She has in no manmer been
intinidated, solicited, or cajoled by this comnittee,
She would prefer to send har letters vie sn efficial
United States Govermment source, but to date, this
conuittes sppears to provide the anly effective svemue
for contact with har Imsband. Sha would prefer mot to
give any testimony sgainst this committee that might
Jeopardize that source of conteaet with her husbar<,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ézp
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

mfﬂ%mﬂlﬁ
s
!1-: it

CAN3NS,

L‘zc- 7
on QLILITO  w W_ Files SC 100a2745

by >4 Date dicfotedi’},?_/z{;‘ .

This document containg neitner recommendatiens nor cenclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI ond 1s loaned 1o voor ogency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.



FD.307 \Rev 4-15-64

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

V. //4 4’?4 Ap. &> -3 . feptember 24, 1970
1 ) LW Date. -

- =

During 1969, she was twice comtacted by-a
United States NHavy lagal officer advising that
representatives of the American Friends Service Committee
were going to attempt to deliver mail to the prisoners

of war in North Vietnan and invited her to send letters.
She did sent one letter. In return, during Christmas,
1963, she received s Christmas card from ber husband via
the American Friends Service Committee postmerisd in

San Francisco but with a Philadelphia return address.

Early in 1970, she received a letter from the
. Committee of Lisison with Families of Servicemen Detained
i in Rorth Vietnam (COLIFAM), which indicated that a group
| of persons were going to North Vietnam and that she was

! invited to send ¢ letter to ber Musband to be deliverec
1 by that group. She did not respond,

About March or April, 1970, she received s
telephone call from a Raverend FERRANDEZ, who identified
himself as a menber of thst committee in Philadelphia,
FERNANDEZ indicated that he had been to North Vietnam and
, had an interview with her busband and also indicated he
L had a letter from her tusband for her but that first he
had to take it to New York to be cataloged by the Liaison
Committee. He indicated that her husband was in good
health and was receiving good treatment. Ten days later
the letter from her husband did arrive.

¥
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED & de

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIE
DATE R3R3  pyas
Pig oo eb1 i

dudis 1
L™ 4

-0 (]

b2e 8
on 9/14/70 m-munmn__m:mn_-zms_h o
U @ ... e

This document contging heither recommendotions hot conclusions of the FBL 1t is the property of the FBI and 13 icaned to your agency:

it and its contents are nat to be distributed outside your agency.
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L1e

She has since received two more letters fron
her husband via this committee, latest being in
August, 1970, She has mot baen harassed or cajoled or
intimidated by this committee and is grateful for any
averme of contact with her husband., She would prefer
not to make any public statements or committee court
action, etc., vhich would pessibly jeopardize the
correspondence avermes wvhich cu a this

1002745

fro v
(@)

ornia, were
in North Vietnam,

also wives of prisoners of war
ke




FD.302 Rev 4-15.64°

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

My boe AR Eo 28122

i e~

1 September 23, 1970
b’b” Date

ms,_ vwas advised
of the 1dmt1tmmqf the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and that was being econ-
tacted at the direction of J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant
Attorney General, whereupon she furnished the following

She stated her son,

information:
SR, o=
—wu reported wmissing action on

\ﬂamnited States Air Force, Randolph Alr Foree Base,
Texas.

She stated about two weeks later, she began recelving
about two telephone calls per week, frox unidentified individuals,
who threatened her, and warned her on at least two occasions
she would have her house burned to the ground, She advised
these calls lasted until about November, 1969, and then
T suddenly ceased.

She advised she thought there were at least two
persons calling her and added one had vhat she would describe
T a5 a "German sounding voice,"

) She advis2d she had no idea where these calls

- originated and that the callers made mention of belonging to
no group or organization., She said for the most part the
callers would spesk out against the war in Viet Nam and berate
her for letting her son fight in such a war,

She advised she received no mail or correspondence
from anyone or any organization regarding her son.

‘ She further added she knew of no other families

t ::t:h:e::z:ves missing in action oi-L I?.ﬁ? Ryﬁ%ﬁ"ﬁoﬂgtw atatus?

3 . HE =

it DAIE'IIDZHJ BYWD#
Iluumm per e

b2 i ‘eSS "°

— b7
by SA . 9/ 21/7074

Pyoas Jdi_a_a_ 4
Warte QiCrartec

Th document containg neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is {ooned fo your ogency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.



e M

e

4
&
'

i R

3

W

FD-202 (Rev. 4:15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

A K R oo 281 /24170

2
i« (. ¢
advised that her husband has been missing in action

since 1966, She stated that while she was in Denver in
March of 1966, she receivecd an anonymous phone call
telling her that her husband had died and gave her the
sites and particulers concerning his being missing in
action. She stated that she reported this to Randolph
Air Force Base. She advised that she heard no more
concerning this call,

724

Mrs. stated that in December of 1969,
she received a telephone call from a man who said he vwas
from “"The Committee of Lisison with Families of Servicemen
Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM)', but dic not give
his name. She stated that he was in San Jose and that
he wanted to meet with her and talk about her husband.

She stated she refused to make this meeting. She stated
that during this same month she also received & letter

from CULIFAM which she recalls having seid that they cculd
help her get information concerning her husband's where-
abouts. The letter had some propagancda concerning the
United States causing the war in Vietnam, but they saic

in spite of this they exist to help families gel ir contact
with servicemen detained in North Vietnaum.

bre
Mrs, — stated that she no longer has

this piece of correspondence anc has receivec no other
correspondence or contact from COLIFAM since 1969, She
stated the above was all that she could remember concerning
the contect with CCLIFAM and advised that she would notify
the FBI if she received eny further contacts.
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that she is the wife of q She
stated that she was first contacted by the Committee
of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in North
Vietnam (COLIFAM) on March 9, 1970, by means of a letter
through them from her husband., She stated the letter
contained quite a bit of propaganda about the United
States' involvement in Vietnam and also recommending that
the United States withdraw from the war. ‘

Mrs.*steted that she got a letter from
her husband postmasrked April 30, 1970, and that on lay 4,
1970, she received a letter from Reverend RICHARL
FERNANLUEZ saying that he had obtained and forwarded the
above letter under the auspices of COLIFAl,
r :

Mrs.—advised that she forwarded letters
te her husband as enclosures to letters to BARBARA WEBSTLR
on June 21, 1970, and September 20, 1970,

She advised that on September 21, 1970, she
received a letter from COLIFAM which she produced and
which is attached hereto,

L

Mrs, _advised that at no time during her
contacts with COLLFAM has she been harassed or cajold;
that she is not aware of how the organization makes its
contacts; and advised that the only reasons she deals
with this organization is because she has nc other way
to remain in some kind of contact with her husband., She
stated that she would most assuredly testify concerning
her knowledge of the operation of COLIFAM if the U. S.

Government were to so request her, _ . _.. wraN CONTAINED i
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. cormi TTEE OF . . ISON
_—-;r;th Fam:hes of Serwcemen Detained in North Vietnam
T 365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
A
CABLE ADDRESS: /

COLIAFAM / _
Ss

\ ' .
\

(212) 765-1450

Dear Friends,

We are very hanpy to forward the en-
closed letters to you. I would like to give
i you an account of the events that took place
\ around the illegal seizure of these letters

Treasyres:
Mrs. Annc“onnctt \

Q":"":'; ¥ at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would
R:m‘: pain have had your mail a day or two earlier had it
Modeli kil not been for this interference.

::f : “h“%mnduk Robert Scheer announced when he left
Normard Fruchter Hanoi that he had been given 372 letters from
tMun,(g,dd" pilets whose names appeared on the list of
Steve Holliwe . 335 previously confirmed prisoners. Ir.
Prof. Donc!dKalish ! Scheer, with a delagation of 10, had spent
Stewar Meacham ; three months in Algeria, North Korea, China,
Brof. BedSeitzman / and North Vietnam, and had accurmulated a wide
Prof. Erend Schurmenn range of materials. However, U.S. Customs
Ethe or officials at Kennedy Airport were interested
'Barbﬂbsin ; only in the whereabouts of the letters. Mr.
Trud®Young /‘ Scheer opened the two packets of letters for
; the Customs officials to see. They then took
*taff ; him into a private room and demanded that he
) turn over the mail, saying, “Ve must open it
and read it.” He refused to hand over the

letters as they had been consigned to him for
immediate delivery to families. Pinally, the
Customs officials agreed to place the letters
in bond, where the packages were officially
sealed and a receipt given to Mr. Scheer.

(Last Saturday 143 letters' were brought
by a traveller returning from Hanoi. That
brought to 1243 the number of letters from pri-
soners that have been delivered by hand to the
U.S. without interference.)
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Ho explanation has been offered by anyonc for the
seizure of the mail, and no guarantees have becn made that
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the
State Department assured me that the mail was available
to be claimed and expressed concern that it be forwarded
immediately to relieve anxiety of waiting families. We
reminded the State Department that it was the government
that had seized the mail in seeming disreqard for the fam-
ilies, prisoners, and the future of communication between
them. Mr. Scheer offerred to meet with representatives of
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrances of
this nature. His regquest was rejected. Vhen he went with
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim the mail, he was unneces-
sarily harrassed, and the press was ejected from observing
the reclamation, despite the fact that the very same peonle
had observed the seizure. "hen he finally cot the letters,
'r. Scheer immediately transferred them to the Committee of
Liaison for distribution.

Ve are very distressed about this incident. This
delivery of mail brought first letters from nreviously con-
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom had had
no mail for five years. We have devoted considerable time
and effort to maintaininag a reliable and efficient channel
for communication between you and the pilots. At the ini-
tiative of thc North Viectnamese koth the volume and frequency
of mail has increased. The pilots have been receiving in-
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assortment cf
food, medicines, clothing and various kinds of games. e
are not responsible for the consequences that acts of govern-
mental interference may produce.

Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us if
You have any questions, and kindly inform us of any changes
of address. Should you wish us to forward mail to your
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do so. There
will be several people travelling there in the coming months.

Sincerely\zours,

| Lcha,xom

Cora Vleiss

14 /1’/




FD-302 (Ryv. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ALL INPORMATION CONTAINED . L7 &

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED v
pars b33 813 2 . | .
. W A -t l ~ ..l““"'i_ :1. C o .“:’:A, - y . . h. .

P s . : ¥ . -
St R A e - "
A : o 1 . &
. ' b “i o C {&,}' S ¥ ?
. L L ! Cat - A ? 4,
. ?" h 4‘; A S/ S . b A ,r" T
N F‘ . § e - - - - -
W 9% T » ¥ Rl * >
“ < e 5 N LSO -5 ;L K . o .
- -\ T T v, v
B L N T =
- ~ L2«

L 1o

o d28/70 ., R Co1ifornia ey 100-2745

s 02000 ] 9/26/70

by — S Dote dictated

This document contains neither recommendations ner conclusions of the EBI. It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency:
it ond its contents are not to be distributed sutside your agency.



PD302 Plav. 415-64)

A1l 6 PER &b 12872 ~2— pae I/ BUTE

g M m 4% &

s
L
7

k 13

L ¥L.

W e e ST
Ib') ':
.

.7, KLY INZORMATYON C
.. " MEREIN IS UNCLASSIF

Date d!mhd_“m______

This docyment conhins nelthsr recommandations nor conclusions of the FBL It ls the properly .of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency;

I and Its contents are not o be distributed ouiside your agency.




Ay f1c P8R o r2Pre -2

)

ﬁ
. |
.-
1
,

I

. 1
]
]
-
W

f

m

-
:
1
1

nail oxr sther pcrsonal item delivered te

17



Iy |
vrid Familizs of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

. ' (212) 765-1490
SAELE ADDRESS: _ _
COLIAFAM - -

so-chairmen:
Dove Dellinger
Coro Yeiss

Dear HV’

*y

irecsyrers:
Mrs. Annc Bennatt

Welre very happy to forward this letter
to you which just errived from North Vietnam
elong with €| others,

- ,
~0ommittes

Rickard J. Barzelt
Reanie Devis ~

Meleline Duckles

Prof. Rickord Felk
Rev. Richerd rernondez
Normen Fruchter

We know it!s been s long time since
you were informed that this letfer was en
route, but 1t!s 3 long trip and we too are

. delighted that they*ve arrived.

*Meggie Geddes
Siove Halliwell
Prof. Donold Nalish
Stewe:? Meachem
Prof. Bea Seirzmen
Prof. Frenz Schurmenn -
Etka! Teyler
*Berbera Vekster
Tredi Yeung

Barbara Webster Maggie Geddes
. for the Committee of Lialson

*stcff «
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rrs. adviscd thet sh. knows of no othir p.rsons
who heve Tetcivid material from relatives but assumes that
mmerous Sthexw heove been sontactcd o8 she was by COLIPAN,
irsemuch a9 lettsrs she has seceived appear to be formm tyyc
lettcrs which must vetsive wide distribution.

m.m.%d that shc bas met kept the corre-
spondence from A, and (n fact shs gencrally does not
<ven op«n the cawelopes. She stated, howuver, that she decs
still have the last cav.lepe receivid frem COLIFAY, which sh.
had not opencd. Mra. PYLY epesed the abov: mesotioncd cavelop.
and advised that shce did net want te keep it and furnished it

to s A .-

 The following is a copy of the fac. of the unvelope
end a copy of & 1.ttxr snd & €opy of om. of thruc blank lctter
forms comtained in the envelewpst

-y

SL 10U-2745
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Vit Formiliz ¥ Servicemen Detained in MNorth Vietnar

S
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y, 10036

wwww

TABLE ADDRESS: ALL I“FURHATIITSCngiAINED L?é- p/v (212) 765-1490
L e ae ey B, 8
Bow(piA_pu €0 1LSI- Mey &, 1970
lo-cheirmen: ' 5”3“51 sio
. Dave Cellinger From: Rev. Richard Fernandez
.4 Cora Weiss To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed -
prisoners held in North Vietnam
‘tecsurer: Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners
Mrs. Anne Bennctt :
On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to
lemmittee Lsos snd North Vietnam, In North Vietnam I spoke
Ricterd J. Bornett with officials responsible for communication between
Reznic Devis pilots held in detention there e&nd their families
o Maleline Duckles here, The following information was emphasized to
P:of. Richard Falk . me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are
! Rev. Richerd Fernandez ~  gnxious to make sure that you sre aware of it:
Norman Fruckier
*Mogzie Geddes ’ 1) The Vietnzuese recommend that families use the
' §ﬂ¢:=mxiaik ' gir-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence,
Stewart Meachem 2) Communication to pilots should be limited to
Prof. Sco Scitzmer matters of family and health.

Protf. Fronz Schurmann

© Ethel Taylor 3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per
‘Bnd?thhuﬂ month and onc package every other month (not
Trudi Young over six pounds in weight).

.~ ‘ ' Detention Camp authorities have said thet they do not
' wish to receive several letters and/or packages per

== LV o LD - - = tal =l

month for & given pilot from different wembers of the
ssme family. Families should make arrangements for
glternating letters each month if different members
went to write, ' ' '
The ﬂprtb”Y1§tQ§E£se suthorities indicated that, from this polnt
forvward, they will not feel responsible for forwasrding letters and
peckeges that do not adher to the above.

_?\ - .
If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U,S5.S.R.," should definitely be in-
cludeé in the eddress, If letters sre sent to the Committee of ILiasison
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps ss we send letters

VRPN -

¢n in peckets. The Coumittee canjizyforward packages for families.

Wnile I was in Hanoi, Prof., Douglad Dowd of Cornell University and I
ney vith three pllots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, Calilornia;
Cdr. Weliter Wilhur of Virginls Beach and Lt. Col., Edison Miller of
Sznte £na, Csliifornia. The three men were in good health, and s3id
they hed daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots acd--
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their

21
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Aichard Fernandez memo - page 2

families, and asked that packages include toilet articles and canned
foods. In particular they mentioned sosp, shaving oresm (no razors
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes.

Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison!s contact in North
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have been
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 155
etters are stlll on their way from Hanol to fsmilies here,

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence

for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate
to eontact us,

22
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l , NGUO'I GU'I (Addrerser)

K9 TéX (Nome in full):

80 LINH (Service number): ...
KC1 YA ReAr sImH (Date & ploce of birth)

814 el (Address):

TRAI GIAM PHI CONG M? B] BAT Tal
NUOC VIET - NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

ViIA MOSCOW, USSR (Camp of detention for U.S. pilots captured
in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM)

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON

with Femilies of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnem

GUPI (Adiressee)

HY TEX (Name In full):

8iA Ckl (Address):

28



M6AY WIET (Dated) .o

BHI CHO (N.B.:

1. Phdi viEt rd vd chi dirge vist trén nbhirng ddng ké sin (Write
_egibly and only on the lines).

2. Trong thwr chi dwge néi vé tinh hinh mic khde vd tioh hinb
gia &inh (Write only about health and family).

- 3. Gia dinh g&ri dén cdng phii theo @dog wmlu, kbudn khd va quy
dinh ndy {Letters from famifies should also conform to this proforms).

e
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"Members

e Nationa eague o amilies of American Prisoners
Missing in Southeast Asia," sponscred by the military
services,

SAN ANTONIO

AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. Will continue to interview
dependents of prisconers of war iIn the San Antonioc area,

ADMINISTRATIVE

'EXTREME DISCRETION SHOULD BE USED DURING THE
COURSE OF INTERVIEWS. ADVISE INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED
- TdAT IT IS AT THE DIRECTION OF J. WALTER YEAGLEY , ASSISTANT
‘E?j ATITORNLY GENERAL.™ DETERMINT ALSO IT THT INDIVIDUAD
R INTERVIEWED WOULD BE WILLING T0O COOPLRATE SHOULD TREIR
< IESTIMONY SE NEEDED AT & LATCK TIFT. FLRTINERNT INTCRVIETS
SEOULT L SET IDRTH OF t'D-3027s.

|
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Report of; Office:. San Antonioc, Texas
Date: /10/70
Field Office File #. 100-11851 Bureau File #. 100-4578C9
Title: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN
DETAINED IN NORTH VILTNAM
{COLIFAM)
Character: INTERWAL SECURITY - MISCELLANEOUS
REGISTRATION ACT LQ e
Synopsis:

¥ J
Ll

. regarding
relatives who are prisoners of war. Results of their
contacts set forth. MFMajor FTRED THONMPSON, U. $S. Air Force,
Randclpn Air Force Base, Texas, was released as a priscner
of war in July, 1968, Major THOMPSON advised that his
family wasnot contacted by anyone prior to his release
other +tnan military. authorities,
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She is the mother of
who is reported missing in acti in vietnam,
never heard from captioned committee and its known
member hose names were read her,
Virginia, 1s a representative of the "Members of the <
National League of Families of American Prisoners and
Missing in Southeast Asia," spocnsored by the military

services.
b7




FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Al fge. AER & 72972

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

W 10/6/70
Lre i Dote—
Texas, wife of .
dviged of th i ~of Special Agent

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation

e was being contacted and interviewed
concerning the Commmittee of Liaison With Families of Servicemen
Detained in North Vatnar at the direction of J. WALTER YEAGLEY,
Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice.

. bz‘” advised that she is the wife o:f_
T Who is listed as missing inaction in Vietnam.
S, adviged that she has ndather been contacted by or
had Mact with the Committee of Liais i Families of é?o
Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam. Mrs.“ did advise
though that she has heard of this committee television
and i friend of hers by the name of
Mrs.m Texas, has been in contxt with the
committee, OWs ¢ other servicemen's wives or families
l in the Wwa ho have been contacted by this committee.
bf/"fl h’heﬁ Hf‘so

was asked as to whether or not she would be
willing ‘t(ﬁa‘te should her testimony be needed at a later
date, concerning the committee, she advised that since she has
not been contacted by the committee at this time, she would not

be able to say whether or not she would be able to cooperate in
giving any testimony.
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FD-102 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

A bre o Er jrEve~2
LW Date

10/6/70

b’b” Mrs.
s Wife of

Leloc advised tC the Giiicial adentity ©I opsTiald ngﬁﬂt

”of the Federal Bureau of Investigation was infoF
a e was being contacted and interviewed concerning the _L?.c—

Committee of Liaison With Families of Bervicemen Detained in

North Vietnam at the direction of J, WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant

Attorney General, U b?@

or (N
who is listed as a priscner ol war in

n vised that her hugband hag been a prigoner
of war in North Vietnam for over four years., Mrs. advlsed 1.2
she had not had any contact with the Committee of Li n With
Families of Servicemen Dotali%i('ﬂ North Vietnam until she re-

ceived a telephone call én M 25, or 26, 1970, from a woman
1dent1fy1ng herself as ETHY AYLOR a mamb of the Committee
of Lﬁ With Families of Serv:Lcemen sfaindéd in NorthVietnam,

Mrs stated that ETHYL TAYLOR telephonically contacted her
and the conversation went, as recalled, as follows:
— | -

. L A —————————

s V' ETHYL TAYLOR stated "Is this the wife o pFe
who is a priaoner of war in North Vietnam?" Mrs. stated,
"Yes, this is. Who is this calling?"™ TAYLOR stat 'My name

is ETHYL TAYLOR and I am a member of the Committee of Liaison
With Families of Servicemen Detained in North. Vietnam., A group
of Quakers have just returned from North Vietnam with approxi-
P mately 200 - 300 letters from American servicemen who are

/ prisoners of war in North Vietnam. There is one letter here

. from your husband and will be forwardeda soon as poss:.ble to
N

your address," Mrs, H
0regarding the telepho nversaion., She cald not recall ETHYL
L" TAYLOR ever mentioning from where she was calling but she’had
assumed that ETHYL TAYLOR was calling from the New York Office
of the Committee of Liaigar With Families of Servicemen Detained
_ in North Vietnam. ETHYL BAYLOR had pever informed Mrs, é?
s where she had obtained her (Mrs, telephone number =

ﬁ address. o L% L7 <

Mrs. advised she received two letters in April,
one letter in M3y, one letter in June, and two letters in

ALL INFORNATION CONTATNED z
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_ﬁ__ttiﬁz. Fanilies of Servicamin “Dq.ta.inld ﬁ“ﬁo@ﬁfnm expXaint
T lriefly liow thay had™ bbt;fﬁ:m*ﬁt —and Unat could-be dcn%—r

T ¥l % Turther the com ‘Batuaanm:r "and her husband -+ -
in Jioethr ViCTrar.:s 1rs. STEat that ave Py Fatter taxt=- o
-  ~—uoighe-bad recelived fror- Mm! shis folrvardsd to the .. .ndolpa i
’ Air Torce Base which has been sat Sp as-an inteﬂaanoq center T ‘i
‘or; far{lies of the prisoriesof war- unicm_x;_.___ i e é

V" . I'rs Hadvised that the telepione contact was the
onlv ccntact sie has had with the comrittee asice fror the 1etm%

+he one teleplione call nor any of the letters have lLeen deroratoery
- or ‘hayraseing—tastanda-hew. 4in any fnanner. She a adV1seu ti: at S:le

TATAL TS Ch el o ek [y e Q& & Ll L
r——-—

had obtnined the iﬁ.pressm thet the core:ittee was tryiny to poi:
out tc jer that it was-the¥$ ~—Lovernrent. that uvas. caus.nr the 3
delay in the letters being foruarded to ler. Jhe .advised tie
corpittee had never informed har who. their _contacts in horth
Vietnar were but in each one of the letters it basicly spell :

At ute whe IngiIviy 5 _th:“"f‘wt"oj taimed the lettars in- e
Cor Vimmimeoe—taed, ’_rcx...'“ n“.nn_a‘.._r‘ Forilies o rrisoners s
s i e G b i f &=~ - LT

Weriry

that are forvarded to her with her husband's lctters. ieitaer 3
a2
.
=

[

s e b o et e e

B rad wvith the’ cm:nxttetm the Iashmi.n Tune .._July, qugus T
when she wroté a ‘Jettsr to her husband and addressgd it via ®
’ Cﬂ!‘“’ ttes of Liaison Vith Pmdlies of Servicemen Detaired in ==

[PPSR, W T IR g e g Ag ﬁ‘-‘ ‘_A‘gicg I‘. “!l!.lil’ Yﬂ::’: Cltv- " ll‘-" YOP*\ -‘-‘:‘
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CIWLUMITES OF LpneCl rs

W iif Femilics of 8... ;::scn c“nia:d h: 'or:f: ‘.’:c.-‘-:.':;.:

o soom,
we Ilﬁ fnmra y0u.
greptas .m:ull’oﬁ. Wt w

Tt e ey ¥ Quterly i i i ;.;._.;i;m' =
e L _ .::::_':K: —-T:-"' ™he Camittes of t.hi:u wes eat a; ts feallits

T oYd e Wmuniestion Batreen srn whe srw Delf (n Worlh
o """__, F V[._.tm end ghelr Tazilies 1o ti13 country. Yow
= Wmu&mmm‘{dmuu#
- heerSer, ¥ JagtEsy. Kive Boes zent Fros Namel

o T ~$BPocE ud Lo TEmfilen, and thel as of this “‘“
R mat no.zf!utlu 253 sernicsren- have besa soalirced as held

_ .o the Fortk Vietnsmese, Yore meil [g Ldod mto nﬂ gt iz exiected ih‘f_g!
***** T nn 1Yl soom h urﬁi’m i == '—"j

T o the fixating, tﬁlmr#u-hrfu., “wod-ts bagtes th&u_t_gm [
"__: Ffomiiten lmr&rg;t' R R S revaibed——— —
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COIILUTiEE CF LIAISC!

With Familizs of Sorvissmon Botainsd in loril Vizioom

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

Ce-cheirmon:
| Dave Dellinger
Coro Weiss

Treasurer:
Mrs. Anne Beanett

Commitice

Richard J. Eornetr
Rennie Davis
Madeline Ducklcs
Prel. Richord Folk
Rev. Ricksrd Ferrandea
MNorman Fruchter

*Moggic Geddes
Steve Holliwell
Prol. Doneld Kolish
Stewort Meccham
Prof. Bee Seitzman
Prof, Frenz Schurmann
Ethel Teylor

*Borbara Websror
Trudi ¥oung

*staff

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

YEREIN IS UNCLASSIFI
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Dear 2'/.

DATE']
Pow(mia

NN 5T

345 Vst 42nd Strcot, New York, N.Y. 10034

{212) 7£5.1453

April 20, 1970
é? “ gf‘l/ﬂ/ .
go 1%

Rav. Richord Pevnandez, s wmember of the
Committee of Llaiscn, returned today frem o
two-weelt t»ip to lros end North Vietrnzm, He
Prought bacl: th2 encziosed letter slong with
£01 others fre~ priscners being beld in
North Vietnam.

While there, Rev., Fernandez beld @ lengthy
intervicu with threz pilots, ¢dr. Robert
8ghweltzor, Cdr, ¥alter Wilber and Li, Col.
Edison Hiller, Il 21co was sadvised by North
Vietnamese 2uthorities that families should
write lettsrrc monthly on the enclosed sir-
letter forms, Ve ar2 therefore gending
geverol to you 2t trhis tine and will send
more with subsequent wmail. )

We 8re of course very pleaszed to ke szble
to forward this lestter to you.

1Y

Sincerely yours,
Hoo & 115200

Steven E, Hslliuell

o
o

1V

% %o n®

e i2sin
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Vi Famu’"” ¢l Somriocnran Baetoined in lor:h |

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

Ce-choirmen:
Dove Deilinger

Cara Weins

Treasyrer:
Mrs. Aane Bennett

Committes
Richard J. Barnett
Rennie Davis
Modeline Duckles
Prof. Richard Falk

Rev. Ritherd Fernondez

~!

ot

Lalid

Fire e

Som ey
.U-cdl’l

365 West 2208 Stooze, New Yack, N.Y. 10034

(12} 765.1490

Mey &, 1970

From: Rev, Richard Fernandez
®o: The femilies of the 335 presently oo

dfliaalS Vi reacliiLd

prisnners held in horth Vietnam

nfirmed

. Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners

On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to
Laos and North Vietnam, In North Vietnam I spoke
with officials responsible for communicatlion betwuezen
pilotes beld in detcntion there and thelr families
here, The followinz informsation was emphasized to
me by the North victnamese authorities and we are
anxious to make sure that you are aware of 1it:

Motman Fruchter
“Moggic Geddes

Steve Hoiiiweli

Prof. Dozald Kolish

1) The Vietnzmese recommend that families use the
pir-letter fors {enclosed) for correspondence,

Stewsrt heacham 2) Communicstion to pilots should be limited to

Prof. Bee Seitzman wmatters of family and health,

Peof. Fronz Schurmoan

Ethel Tayles 3) Pilots sre allcuwed to receive one letter per
*Borbare Webster month and one psckage every other month (not

Trudi Yoong over six pourds in weight).

*ataff Detention Camp sutrorities have said that they do not

wish to recelve scveral letters and/or packages per
month for a given pllcot from different members of the
gsme family, Families should make errangements for

altcrnatlng l-tters ezcn month if different cembers
want to urite,

The North Vietnemese suthoritles iIndicated that, from this point
foruerd, they will not feel resnocisibie for forwarding letters end
packages that do not adher to the sbtove.

If the letter form i1s mailed direatly i1t can go in another envelope

but the mail route, "via Moseow, U.5.5.%.," should definitely be in-
cluded in the sddress. If letters are sent to the Committee of Lizisen
for forusrdinz please enclose but co not affix stemps 285 we send lettiers
on in packets. The Commitiee cannct srward packages for families,
While I was in Hanol, Prof. Douvglzz Dowd of Cornell University end T
met with three pillots: Cdr, Robz:s durreitzer of Lemoore, Californie;
Cdr, Walter Wilbur of Virzinia Zzsch and Lt. Col. Ediscn Miller of
Sants hna, Califlornia, 1he threz wen vwere in good hezlth, and seid
they had daily exercise and readirg material, The three pilots ad-
vised us that they had bec. gettir; letters end packages Trom their

ALL INFORMATION CONTATNED
HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED




Richzrd Fornendezr memo - poze 2
.

. .
fstilies, gnd ssked ¢ slvde toilet erticles and connzd
fozds, In perticuler “niv t.own . :oun, shavinz excen (ro »rzioc
or bizces), toothpasti:, poulcwis nEln :nd cream, instent ecoffce and
non-rz2ltinz eandy. They saif i 65 not need elothes,
nleo, 1n my discussion: th the Vic m Comnittee of Solidarity
with tha A—e**can Boen tre Comuis of Liafsonts contzcer &in Iloi<h
Vistnzn, we gconfirrod thet sime: Dic » over BOO letters hovz bazn
sent from Henol throuzh the Coo _.za Lisison, Of there, 135
lattars ere still en thoin way foon 1 to families here,

s scre sgpects of cerresnondance

Ye hope that this info-zzticn el
séo nurstions please do nol hesita €

for you. If you have £o lunile
to contact us.
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Vi, Liiei28 ©F Scrvizczzien Detai. inworth Vizinam
385 West 42nd Street, New Yori,, N.Y. 10036

2y 7651450
CABLE ADDRESS:

COLLAF AM

Co-chairmen:
Deve Dellinger
Cors Waiss

Tressurer:

Mrs. Anne Bennett June 1%, 1970
Caemenitt .
Rkh;:J.a.m.n Desr friend: '

Remniw Dovis we are ‘.’e?y rlad to send von the nnn?nzed

Moa om oy g you the encle
 Buok Richod Folk ‘ letter from North Vietnam. 1It, along
Rev. Richord Fersandex . with 142 others, wss brought to this

‘ Netmon Fruchier country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin
*Moggie Geddes and Judy Claver -- gnti-war sectivists
Steve Holliwell who spent two weeks in North Vietnam,

Prof. Doncld Kolish
$tewers Henchom

Prof, Beo Seitzmon
Pref. Franz Schurmann

The letters wers aslightly delayed in
getting here beacpuse 21l the material
they broucht tecl: with them, including

Ethe! Toylor the letters, was confiscated by the
%Barboro Webster - Cangdien Cu.ccms upon thelr srrival in
" Tewdi Youra Montreal. Tinls was totally unexpected

: - end unprec.dented; but they gemerated
*sroff ,- enough pressurs so that everything was

returned to them,

. There will be another group going to
North Vietnam at the end of this month,.
If you would like them to take a letter
frow: you, plezse send it to us in the
next week or so.

Sincerely,

Bortven Wabates

Barbara Hebster

ALY TNFORMATION CORTATRED

HEREIN IS YNCLASSIPLED
DATE j‘gzkl 9
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With Fainilics ¢f Corroainen Batoived | m sJorin 1;--..,:.7

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLLAF an

Co-chalimen:
Duave D:llinger
Cora Weiss

Trecswrer: \ .
brs. Anne Bennett

Cemmitice

Richord J, Barnatt
Rennie Davis
Madeline Duckles
Pref, Rizherd Folk
Rev. Richard Fernandez
Normen Fruchter
“Meygie Gaddes

Steve Heliiwell
Prof. Dorz1d Kalish
Stewart Moachem
Prof. Bes Seit=man
Prof. Fronz Schurmann .
Eshed Toylor

*Barboro Webstor

Trudi Young

*atafi

355 West 42nc S1ocot, Now York, MUY, 10036 o :

N2 7465-1250

| y .‘V
. M,,,- bre e

Welre very k- - to foruard this letter
to you which _.us wv.rived from North Vietnam
slong with §| others,

We ¥now itts tzzn » lonz time since
you ners lrr,r:ad th:t thies latter wes en
route, but it's 8 lonz trip and we too Bre
delighted that they've arrived,

Sincerely,

Barbzra Webster }ﬁg;'ﬂ Geddes
for the Committee of Lizison



oL VRS _
.- Voo e F L o Detninnd By ol Vs
o SVt €2nd Strazt Hlow Yo RLY. 12015 212-765-11}90

Ceble eddress: CCLINFAM

FOR XNIMOIEDIATE T.RTTASC

. Cortirmea: :
Py _ COITIURICATION WITH CAPTURED AIRMEN
Yrexcurer: | S »  ESTABLISIED BY NEW COMMITTEE:
blrs, Anne Bonniatt * N
* Commities fin formstion]: LETTZRS EN ROUTZ NOU
R orte '
v, Richrrd .
*Maccie G ﬂﬁcﬂmﬂu Chicago, J:n. 15: In Bn unprecedented nove,
Sieve 1 gix enti-tior detivists snnounced todsy the forcmition
ﬁ;ﬁg;;;uﬁjn of 8 Comnlttes of Lieison with Families of Service-
ané1§ﬁ; = . wen Detsined in .ovth Vietnouw. - The Committeo will,
SBubora Wakter - - - Eccording te lrs. Cors Uziss, B co-choliruzn of the
*Trudi Youny Bew group ind & houzewilic from Riverdale, N.Y.,
sty "faciliizte cermuniecztion betvween servicecen held
in Nerth Vietnsm cnd their raletives in the United
States."

- Specifically, "the Commitice will rzcsive letters from the ezptured
Awzrican pllovs,” eccording to lirs. Yeiss, “"and immediately forwiird
them to the sddressee. Also,” she continced, "we wildl forvward inquiries
froa fawiliss 4n the United Stotes to tha Morth Vietnawmese nutheritiss
and they will attempt to counlirm the statun of their wissing relstives,”

AccorTdinz to Mrs. Veissy, "the jlovon
recelys ene letter p2r month bo
Vietnew and relotives in this co
she continuzd, "should be sddrz:z
ol Deteuticon for U.8, Filous Ce: biav, ¥enol, Da2moersiie
Repohllie of Vintram, vis Torprr, Bavies Tmion,™  Packzmes, Ineg, Vef-s
bdded, cin be sent every othz» moaih znd zre not to erceed six mounds,
¥rs, Veizs noted thet tne Coumittez <111 forward lettors for the
femllles to MNorth Vietnan Il roquezizi by relatives to do so.

mase have sgread to send and
Itnown to be held in iorth
ars cent frou the U.S,,"

na2r, serial number, Comg

Dave D21ling2r, %thz other

¢ irmzn of the Cormlttee end prescently
being irled on conspiracy c}

]
2z im Cnleeso, outlined the backygrouwad
o]

oo

of previoss prisoner relec to th2 Amerizen psface movenaent onc ©coid
thet "It is underatandable t tha Nooth Vietnamese indicate thoir
confidence in the Americen oae Lhrocsh the pesce movensnt in this
wey. Ve wno 5r% on this Ccuzitbtze,™ he ecntinuad, “firoly baliszve
thet the safe return of Amavicin plleic held 4n MHorth Vietnzo cin only
cotie from 8 declsion on the pard of the U,5. governmant to withdran

from Vietnzm,”

3

#r., Dellinzer decried the U.S. zove
of thousanis of prisopers in Joils
ladze end essisfance of Americcn par:toansi, sre subJeeted to groiicqus
tortures, ss hzs been frequantly decunznied, wost suthoritatively oy
Conzressran John Conyers and the Fav, Reobert Drinan, Dean of Beoion
College Law School, in a recent survey of South Vietnamese prisona.

. Another ramber of the Ccomitiee, Stcuert l'zocham, Pesce Educziion
Secretary of the Amaricen Frlends Ssrvier “ommitSee, said thzt "Lou
Scrnelder of the AFSC has recently Tuon given & packet of 69 levizrs
in Fanol frou servicemen and theze Istar: will soon arrive fren Hons
Kong in Fouw Yerk, anmd will drmocistzlr b2 sens to the sddrescerzs.™ lLir.
Maacehsa £32d thot “"the 69 laittaws er vouts to “ha V.S, veys written b7
64 prizonars ond the Cenmittes o - Sves2ntly confirs the nowes of 62
8imnzn ha2lcd by the North Vietno

“moré, on rovorted to be dead or inlcicun,™
¥ir, HMegcnou emphasized thot the 1ict (oveilodle wpon raauest) of 1852
ner2s vwas neither final nor cowurebansive. He s21d thst "Wnile these
ngnes 2re kmoun to us, thare cre unicustodly others knoun to thair
fawllies, "

il

Other perconz participating 4n <h: . _:ss confercnce 4ncluded Bennie
: [

ALL TNPORNATION CONTAIRNED
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Devis, 8 ¢ofendont 4in the eonapiticy toisl, the Rev. Richapd
Dircctior of Cleryy ans Lagwizo Couziried About Yietnznm, end 1o
8nd Trugi Young, stelf wecbers of the Couatttea,

In Dzcouber 1969, Mra. Cors Wels- o2 tuo obher women, Ethel Tayler of
Philadalobic ond Hadelelnz Ducklas . S2n Froncieco, 811 active with
Women Strilee for Pesce, conc - Ivom Fonel with 138 letters fro-
prisoners for Christ: = oo, .23i89 s58ic ot the pre3s conferenze that
o8he hid worited out tL. detiils fer tihis Cormittes during this vrecent
trip, Kistorlecally, the developaent of the Cowmittee is unprecedentzd
in timd of war, ) . -

Other mowbars of the Committee of Lizison not present at todey'e press
econlerenze include lra, Anne Bannett, Prof, EBoe Seitzman, Steve Prilii-
well and Psrbars Weboter, The Co-mittee's olfice 19 at 365 Wezt §onad

Street, 2rd floor, New York, N.Y.

=v= 30 e-x 30 ~or 30 --:

Hote: Sinze thie relezse, 87 uo=z lesters froa prisonars have bsen
sent fron liorth Vietnam for foruzrding by the Coxmittee,

[ e i
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COLILNTELES O,

Cacape
Lr- Jeno el

Vrith Fomiiics o7 Sceulocinen Deatained in Uc" L Vicrnom

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

Co-:haim;n:
Dove Dellinger
Cora Weiss

Treosurer:
Mrs. Anne Bennert

Commitice |

Richerd J. Bornett
Reanic Daovis
Modeline Duckles
Prof. Richard Falk
Rev. Richord Fernonder
Neotman Fruchter

*Moggie Geddes
Steve Halliwell
Prof. Dorold Kolish
Stewart Menchnm
Pisf. Beg Scitzman

Prof, Fronz Schurmunn
Ethel Toyler

*Barboro Webster
Trudi Young

“stofi

ALLIHFORHATIONCONTAINED

WEREIN 1§ UNCLASSIFIED
pATE][23]/93 _BY 980.

3&5 West 42nd Strect, New York, N.Y. 10036

(212} 765-14%0

Beptember 18, 1970

Denr Friends,

' We mre very hanpy to forwvard the en-
closed letters to you. I would like to cive
you an account of the events that took place
around the illegal seizure of these letters
at Kennedy Airport on Vednesday. You would
have had your nail a day or two earlier had it
not been for this interfexence.

Robert Scheer anmounced vwhen he left
Hanoi that he bhad bheen given 379 letters from

pilots vhose nc.2s anpeared on the list of
335 previcusly confirmed prisoners. ir.
Schecr, with a delagation of 10, hzd spent
three months in Algeria, ¥orth Xorea, China,
and North Vieitnan, and had accumulated a wide
rance of materials, FRowever, U.S5. Customs
officials a Kennedy MAirport vere interested
only in thes whereabouts of the letters. i,
Scheer opened the two packets of ‘letters for
the Custerns officials to see. They then tool
him into a private room and demanded that he
turn over the rail, saying, "'e must open it
and read it.” He refused to hand over the
letters as theyv had bLeen consigned to him for
Imnediats dzlivory to fe~ilier., Finally, the
Customs officials agreed to. place the letters
in bond, uh re the packages were officially

sealed and a receipt given to i'r. Scheer.

(Last Saturday 143 letters were brought
by a traveller returning from Hanoi. That
brought to 1243 the nurber of letters from pri-
soners th-: have been Gelivered by hand to the
U.5. witirout interference.)

- 1k -
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Ho explanaticn kaz hesn offered by anyone for thco
seizure of tho nzil, and no gunrznteos have been made that
this will net hapran aczin. On Thursday zfternoon tha
State Department assur2d ma that the wail vas availahle
to b2 claimed andé expreszed corcern that it be forvarded
inmediately to relieve aniiety of waiting families. Ve
reminded the Stato Departiiant thet it was the governrent
that had seized th: mail in sz:irirg Cisrecard for the fam-
ilies, priscners, and tha future of communication batucen

b
. them. Mr. Scheer olferred - :ast with representativzs of
the State Departmont at the nirﬁort to discuss the situation
' : and see what ccould be done to prevent future occurrances ef
' : this nature. His regusst wo: reijected. Yaen he went with
: Rennie Davis and mysclf to rcolcoir the mail, he was unneces-
g ~t
£

sarily harrassed, 2138 the prouc was ejected from ohserving
‘ the reclamation, deswnite the fact that the very same neonle
; ’ had cheorved the seizura “Thea he finally c¢ot the lettoers,
‘ vy, Scheer inmzdiately transferred them to the Committee of
Lizison for distritution.

e are very distrassed atcout this inciﬁent. hin
mme eizemizd amin . Rt
<on

ue.l.i‘\iery 01_' "\au. nrour’v\t I#fS'& J.CE‘CEIS IIDT[ UIC!VlUub.L‘
! firmed prisorers for four families, some of whom had had
hava deveted considerable tine
reliable and efficient channel
n oo 7 the pilots. At ths ini-
“oth the volume and fresuancy
r.2_ots have becn receivipg in-

. no mail for five years A
and effort to maintain
for com anxcat on haotuvezs

. tiative of the Nerth Vietn
of mail has increzse: h

. ereasing numbers of - 23, irncluding a wide asscrinent cf
foud, red1c1n-q, cloth . rious kinds of camzs. e
. are not responsitls for tho coaczgitnces that acts of govern~
mental interfergnce vece,
x h us if
you hlve qu Lellol, L 17 chanras
~ of address. Sheuld yoa wish us to forwaré mail to your
° relatives in “orLH Vietnan we "111 be glad to do so. There
will be severz) mecple travcliing there in the coming montias,
Sincerely\{?urs,
i N
: AL

Cora Teiss
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Doate—

nterview was to determine whether or not she hadhad
any contact with the Committee of Liaison with Famlies of Fop
Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM). o

e

In response, Mrs. qbstatedh that she has
received 12 in all from her husband since he was
captured inml%s. The last six letters -which she
has receive mber, 1969, have all been received
through the Committee (COLIFAM), ©She advised that prior ¢
December she had gone approximately 1 1/2 years without a
letter from her husband. She stated that the letters are
sent to her in an envelope bearing the return address for
the committee, 3645 North 42nd Street, New York City, and
that they usually contain a letter from the committee on
letterhead stationery stating how they received the letters,
TEE how many letters they received, and that uld be happy
— to assist in any manner whatsocever, Mrs.“stated that é‘l

she has not contacted the committee at any s has never =

sent them a donation, and has not been contacted in person

by any member of the committee other than the receipt of the
letters which she stated she gratefully receives,

, She advised the last letter she received from

¥ her husband was dated by her husband in May, 1970 and

a2 postmarked in New York by the committee June 14, 1970. She
= - exhibited the form letter which was contained with her husband's
F letter which was on the stationery of the committee. In the
R details of the letter, it indicated that 142 other letters
had been brought out by JEAN PALONDON, NANCY RUBIN and

JUDY CLAVER who had returned several weeks ago from North
Vietnam but had been delayed in Montreal, Canada, by Customs
and all letters seized and subsequently returned, The letter
continued that another group would be going to Vietnam in

the very near future to obtain some more letters.

2 &
Mrs.-s ated that in one of the letters there
ry 161970,

ALL TNTORMATION ZONTAINED ‘2-_.

b7c WEN ISUNCLASSM
on_10/8/70 .'-_Imaﬂélp_?ﬁi—ﬁ*' 22 N=11851
j’?c—

by :_jsm Dote dictoted __10/9 /70

This document containg naither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is locnad to your ogency:
it ond its contenta ote not to be distributed eutside your agency.
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5

FRED NEALE THC&EEBN, Major, U. S. Air Force, Casualty

Division Headquarters.Hilitary“?ersonnel Center, advised that
- he was a prisoner in North Vietnam and that he had been

released in July of 1968, He advised that the first .. o
indication he received of being released occurred on July 4,
1968, when the POW Camp Commandant called him into his o
office and asked him how would he like to go home. He R
advised that at thig time he did not actually give any —pf
thought to it being true but that during the period from R
July 4 through 1%, 1968, he was called into the Commandant's

7

cffice on several occasions, each essentially the same as -
the first. On July 13, 1968, the Commandant advised Major <7
THOMPSON that he was going to be released along with two -

other prisoners of war, On July 14, 1968, Major THOMPSON was
moved into quarters at .the POW Camp with the two other
prisoners scheduled to be released with him., He stated that
‘he still was not entirely convinced that they were to be
released.

On July 16, 1968, the three prisoners attended a
~ news conference also attended by high camp officials, Vietnamese
photographers and three Americans. Major THOMPSON advised that
- the three Americans were STEWART MEECHAM from the American
Friends Society in Pennsylvania, VERNON GRIZZARD and Mrs. ANN
SHEAR, wife of ROBERT SHEAR, On July 17, 1968, there was
another meeting and a ceremony in which the Govermment turned
the three prisoners over to a North Vietnamese peace committee,
, and subsequently, the Vietnamese paace committee turned the
prisoners over to the American peace committee, At this time
~— the three prisoners were taken toc down btown -Hanoi hotel and
locked up. He advised that a Vietnamese interpreter was housed
with them and that there was an attempt to control meetings
between the prisoners and the Americans on the American peace
committee, He advised that they remained at the hotel until
August 1, 1968, at which #ime the three prisoners and the three
Americans on the peace committee departed Hanoi on a courier
flight en route to Vin Tine, Laos. Major THOMPSON advised that
they were guests of Embassador L 3 e, Laos hat nigh

bt
, 576
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H_giigr 'mnnpsmt adviscd that tht two other Drisoners o j
mleased with him were JOE V., CAPENTER, a Captain at the time of
‘release, currently a Major, and Major JAMES LOW, He advised T
that "alor CARPENTEX is currently assigned to Williams Air. E
Force Base, Arizona, and Major LOW is eumntlv assipned to ""‘3

!"'ICLOY Alr ‘oru UESE', FIOI'ICI’I-

P et TR - e IO .o . e

T Raf'r “THOMPSOY sd'vtxo:d’ that=*t!n.’:r fml* e vere —-.
not contacted by anyons oprior to their release, other than B
officials from the Casuelty—bitisiccr—ﬂoadoum,_}ﬁlitaru ..
Personnel Clhter,_?andolnh Air Foree Bace, Texas. .. -
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SA 100-11851

The following investigation was conducted by

br-

TE XAS Lre

SA

AT

Mr. and wm
has been a prisoner of war for
e ce a one-half years.

During this time
they have not been ccntacted by any individual or

organization other than the United States Air Force
regarding their son.

- ‘2 -
véged that their daughter-in-law,
Mrs. has been contacted by some
organlza » POSSIDLY 131 e of Liaison with Families

of Serviceren Detzined in North Vietnam. They were unawzare
of any of the details of this contact ctlher than two letters
from tneir son were delivered to wife
through this organization. —
2
is currently residing
Texas, residence
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10/22/170

b** 42¢
Texas,

mother of the
identity o viewing Agen he was advised that this
investigation was requested by J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant
Attornsy General of the United States, whoroquoated that
investigaion be undertaken to ascertain if the Committee of
Liaiscn With Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam
(COLIFAM) is in fact acting within the United States at

the request of the Government of North Vietnam and if it

il

et
*
’

5 is engaged either in political activity or as a publicity

B - agent as defined in the Foreign Agents Registration Act.

ol

= (o &~

‘E:‘ Thereafter, Mrs .- advised the following:

X5 - She has neither corresponded with nor has she re-
| ceived correspondence from this comnittee.

P No one had comacted her in person regarding this

S comnittee,

In conclusion she said she could ot recall having
heard of this committee.

[

ALL TNFFF'MTION CONTAINED é?«?
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On at File #
JA =
SA 10/2¢/70
This document conlaine neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRBL. 1t is the property of the FB1 and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distribuwted outside vour agency.
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16/22/70

entity

g he Ual advised that this investigation
was requested by J. HALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General
of the United States, who requested that investigation be under-
taken to ascertain if the Committee of Liaison With Families
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) is in fact
acting within the United States at the request of the Govern-
ment of North Vietnam and if it is engaged either in political
activity or as a publicity sgent as defined in the Foreign
Agents Registration Act, ILZ;V

Thereafter, Hr-s.-advi.s.d the following:

She heard about COLIFAM through a wife who had re-
ceived a letter from her husband through COLIFAM,

She wrote to COLIFAM about one year ago in New York
o and asked if her husband was on any Prisoner of War list,

3
:
e
b ¥
e
";'4

. ‘-’F‘

She received an answer from COLIFAM advising her
the commnittee had no information regarding her husband but
that a wire had been sent to Hanoi inquiring about her husband.

She has received nothing further.

she had heard about COLIFAM has already been interviewed in

. In conclusion she advised that the lady through whom
) this matter.

AT INFORMATION IAKT 1700

J“L?N 2UNITAr T
?ow}Hm pu-E'H 12 ¢ p#5,51°
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Lﬂ”b‘“e 10/22/70

h. was advhcd that this hvnt:lut!.on
wvas requested by J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General
of the United States, who requested that investigation be
undertaken to asoertain if the Committee of Liaison With
Families of Servicemsn Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM)

is in fact asting within the United States at tha request of
the Government of North Vietnam and if it is engaged either in
political activity or as a publicity Agent as defined in the
Foreign Agents Registration Act. 57 &

Thereafter Hn.- adviged the following:

Bha haawd ahauwdMNITEAM dhmatewhh =
WHYW MUELA W WAV WHLSWYWVEARR S N blu'\l-.ll =

been irmrviewed in this matter.

-y welsn Yum bl Y Y. LT
L1 Wil A

- = A
e SALEEAS

..J
H'

" The past lgr&ng. she wrote COLIFAM in New York oon-
taining a letter to her husband and received following in

replys

ALL TRFORMATION CONTAINED
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CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

Co-choirmen:
Doave Dellinger
Coto Weiss

Treosures:
Mrs. Anne Bennett

Committee
Richard J. Barnett
Rennie Davis
Madeline Duckles
Prof. Richard Felk
Rev. Richard Fernande:z
Morman Fruchter
*Maggic Geddes
Steve Holliwell
Prol. Donald Kalish
Stewart Mcochaom
Prof. Beo Seitzmon

of Servicemen De . o in North Vietnam

365 West 42nd Strcet, New York, N.Y. 10036

{212) 765-1490

July 28, 1970

Dear Mrs.- é75 fl-?ll/'b

As you may already know, Ken Kirkpatrick of
the American Friends Service Committee took

more than 700 letters from families on his
recent trip to Hanoi. The North Vietnamese
accepted only those for the 335 men who are
officially confirmed to be prisoners there,
and asked him to convey that to us. We are,

therefore, regretfully returning the enclosed.

While there has been no statement from the
North Vietnamese that the 1ist of 335 is the
total number of men they are holding, it is

Prof. Eranz Schurmann our feelinc' that it dis very close to = may
Ethel Toylor even be - the total. Should we ever receive
“Baorbora Webster specific information about your husband we
Trudi Young will certainly contact you right away.

*staff

Sincerely,

lekaéﬂu [ gl

Barbara Webster

P.S. I am sorry for the delay in writing
but we wanted to wait mif until Ken had
returned and we could talk with him.

ALL INFORMATION CONTATNED

y
HEREIN IS UNZLASSIFIZD ZW A
pATE 1[23[93 BY9f0 IkP’

AW |NA P ED
CN3 5,5™
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In conclusion, Mrs .mdvised this was her
only comnact with or knowledge ©I COLIFAN.
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was requested by J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General
of the United States, who requested that investigation be

undertaken to ascartain if the Committee of Liaison With
Familiag of Sarvicaman Datained In North Vietnam (CQLITAM)

e m S T e NS Ee 2w PERMME S W YR Segs avwm wa N W e 2 e

is in fact acting within the United States at the request

of the Governaent of North Vietnam and if it is engaged either
in political activity or as a publicity agent as defined in
the Foreign Agents Registration Act,

e &
Thereafter Mrs.-a vised the following:
She has heard of COLIFAM, She has not been contacted

by the committee either in person or by mail, She has not
written to the committee.

In conclusion she said therefore she has no information
regarding the committee.

ALL INFOEMATION CONTATKED R P

0&""

HERETN 1S UNCLAZSIFIED
pATE_7R3[93 ey QXOJP
PO Miq per €5 1ZVIL ci345,570

. 10/19/70
Date dictated
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- 28 -



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Al e AR Ep fL8r2-2 |, 02U
bre

="

. » Was made thoroug

oY the 1derity oY interviewing Agent. 5She was advised that
this investigation was requested by J. WALTER YEAGLZIY,
Assistant Attorney General of the Lnited States whio requested
that inveatigation be undertaken to ascertain if the Committee
of Liaison With Families of Servicemen Detained in North
Vietnam (COLIFAH) is in fact acting within the United States
at the requeat of the Government of North Vietnam and if it

is engaged in political activity or as a publicity agent as
defined in the Foreign Agents Registration Act,

e
Thereafter, Hrs.- aézuad the following:

She has never had personal contact with any smber
of this committee,

About tWo vears ago a letter from her husband was
~ brought back from North Vietnam by STEWART MEACHAM and this
s letter was forwanrded t0 her., Sometime later another letter

was brought back by ANTONIC COLLADO, a journalist from South
America, and forwarded to her,

Then there was a lapse of some eighteen months and

—— she received a letter from her husband forwarded by COLIFAM
A and she believed this was brought back by ROBERT SCHEAR described
v in the cover letter as a member of the Black Panthers. The
Fo cover letter tells who brought the letter over, -

She has sent letter toc COLIFAM at 365 West #2nd Street,
New York, New York, to be forwarded t0o her husband, She believes
o tit some or all of these letters have reached her husband, Her
e : correspondence has simply requested that her letter be delivered
=y to her husband,

She feels that COLITAM has quite an expense in stamps,
travel to and from North Vietnam, etc,, and the question has
entered her as to how }his committee finances ;tself as it

h.‘.n nevar 59-.-\-9 .d a dn"‘- AT, THEY ORMATION SONT

gt Flll"'-.ng.th )

DATE. i@# b2e
2 & N5, F10 ul Hlﬂﬂ"
10/14/70 EXAS SA 100-118S51
at e e

On File #

SA — Lze 10/20/70
by i

Date dictated

This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and ite contents are not to be disiribuied outside your agency.
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In conclusion, Mrs,. Fsaid that the followirng
three letters from COLIFAM are only cones she retained and
that these are self=explarnatory,




CO/MIITTEE OF L. W o

with Families of Servicemen Detained in Morth Vietnam
- 365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

{212} 765-1490
CABLE ADDRESS:

COLIAFAM April 20, 1970
- . | R - -‘p
Co-chairmen: ) Lo &~
Dove Dellinger - b o I;x,'
Coro Weiss .
Treasvrer: _
Mrs. Anne Bennett Rev. Richard Fernandzsz, a member of the
Committee of Llaison, returncd today from 8
A Committee two-week trip to Laos and North Vietnam, He
S Richord J. Borett Yrought back the enclocsed letter along with
2 Rennie Dovi 201 others from prisoners becing held in
77 Kennie Dovis & &
35~ Modeline Duckles North Vietnam.
B Prof. Richard Falk |
&.-  Rev. Richord Fernandez While there, Rev. Fernandez held a lengthy
""" Norman Fruchter Interview with thre: pllct:, Cdr. Robert
VR “Moggie Geddes . 8chweitzer, Cdr. Walter Wilker and Lt. Col,
éa Steve Halliwell Edison Miller., He 0lud wos advised by North
T2 Prof. Donald Kalish : Vietnamese authorltics thit focmilies should
F ' Stewart Meocham write letters monthly on the encloced air-
~v.  Piof. Bes Seitzmon letter forms. We arc therefcre sending
™ Prof. Franz Schurmann geveral to you at thic tlme and will send
Ethe! Taylor more with subsequent mail,
*Borborc Webster
~~  Trudi Young _ _We are of course very pleased to be atle
to forward this letter to you.
5. *stoff
- Sincerely yours,

J{W(ﬂ W
ALL INFORMATION AONTATRED

et HEETTY 1r N AtarEyEn ] Steven E. Helliwell

D :-zzmaa“svm? b7
cuNs; 510 fodﬁ/&fcr !Zﬂzﬂb /).4?!)—“1/




COTRAFIITTEE OF LA IN
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam

4

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

-

o-choirmen:
Dove Dellinger
Cora Weiss

”

BT reosurer:
I Mrs. Anne Bennett

J ommittee
Richord J. Barnett
Rennie Davis
i  Madeline Duckles
232 Prof. Richard Falk
3 Rev. Richord Fernandez
&2~.  Norman Fruchter
- *Moggie Geddes
7 Steve Halliwell
¥&.-  Prof. Donold Kalish
7 Stewort Meacham
“*- Prof, Beo Seitzman
Prof. Fronz Schurmann
Ethel Taylor
—— *Borbaro Webster
Trudi Young

v

*staff

«
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AFRRIN 1R UNILESRIFIED

7393 k19
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“ligr'o : Rggf Richa%?sf‘ernandez

Wwant to write,

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 765-14%90

1’@? i
&0

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed
prisoners held in North Vietnam
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners

On April 20th I returned from a thre~-wcek trip to
Leos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke
with officials responsible for communication between
pilots beld in detention there and their famllies
here. The following 1nformetion was emphasized to
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are
anxious to make sure that you are aware of 1t:

1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence.

2) Communication to pilots should be limited to
matters of family and health.

3) Pilots are allowed to receive one lctter per
month and one package every other month (not
over six pounds 1in weight).

Detention Camp suthorities have sald that they do not
wish to receive several letters and/or pzckages per
month for a given pilot from differant members of the
same family., Families should make arrangements for
8lternating letters each month if different members

The North Vietnsmese authorities indicated that, from this point
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and
packages that do not adher to the above.

If the letter form is malled directly it can go in another envelope

but the mail route, "via Moscow, U,S.S,R.," should definitely be in-
cluded 1in the address., If letters are sent to the Comm’ttee of Liaison
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letters
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families.

While I wes in Hanol, Prof. Douglss Dow:? of Cornell University and I
met wlth three pllots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, Californisa;
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Ediscn Miller of
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good heclth, and said
they had dally exercise and reading material. The three pillots ad-
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their

- 32 -
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Richsrd Fernardez memo - page 2

families, and assked that packages include toilet articles and canned
foods, Iun particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes,

Also, 1n my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison’s contact in North
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have been
sent from Hanol through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 156
Jetiers are still on their way from Hanoi to families here.

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate
to contact us,

- 33 -
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COMIITTEE OF LIAISON
365 lest 42 Street, New York, ¥.V. 10036

212-KI9-4478

. September 14, 1970

Dear friends:

Yle are very happy to forward the enclosed letter to
you which jusi arrived with 142 others from Hanoi.
This is the first mail since June because no one has
travelled to Horth Vietnam during the summer. The
Vietnamese no longor rely on unpredictable postal

rhannale se avnarianca hae mravan 1+ Aalavarsl and
WAL LIIT AL UO CAPRPTL ATIINDT UGS FFAUVVSIL de W aT Yol wiaa

risky. Therefore, they wait for travellers to
guarantee safe and rapid deliverv.

We are also enclosing some letter forms for your
convenience.

Visitors to Morth Vietnam usually let us know of their
departure and are willing to take mail with them. A
number of peoble are planning to go this fall and
winter, and we would be happy to forward your mail

for you. Kindly seal the let'ar forms, even if they
contain photos, and dc not affix stamps.

To ease some >f the administrative difficulties in
North Vietnam, including translation, you might consider

typing your l:tters on the sugjested letter form, with
a clear sia;:ture.

Sheuld you jave any questions please do not hesitate
to get in touch with us, and kindly inform us of any

changes in aldress to facilita:e further forwarding
of mail.

Sincerely,

Cora "eiss

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
T.T"FEIN IS UNCLASSIFYEL

" 2393 Ry 9
CNMS,570

4&7:: -
o272 &° 12812
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Date 10/28/70

Xas, was advised of
nt and was made fully aware of this identity.
Sho was cdvi-od that she was being contacted in oconnection
with an investigation instigated at the request of J, WALTER
YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General of the United States, who
had requested that investigation be undertaken to ascertain
of the Committee of Liason with Families of Servicemen
Detained in North Vietnam, COLIFAM, was acting within the
United States at the regquest of the govarnmant of North
Vietnam. Further to determine if that committee was en-
gaged with political activities or as a publicity agent in
violation of the Foreign Agents Registration Act.

1o
Thereafter, Mrs. advised that her husband
went down in South Vietnam hat she had had no occasion

to contact this committee and had not bean contacted by
the committee} hence, had no information oconcerning COLIFAM,

f

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIRED .

HEETIR 1S UNSLASSIFIED >
pATz M23jA3 BY Wo’é
o wlni Eo 2%/
ekt

«57»

lre
On _ 10/27/770 wi _ TEXAS File # SA 100-11851
Y '

J&?cb
by ‘JA_—-—————Date dictated 10/28/70

Thie document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FB! and is loaned lo
your agency; it and its conlents are not to be distribwed outaide vour agency.
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y
interviews urnish al, which has bsen

xeroxed, that he rcceivod through the mail from the Committee
of L.iaison with Families of Servicemsn Detainnd in North

Vietnam:
. ALL IN ORMATT,
3 g N COHrA !
ﬁ Darg 7@";1 ::!pugm L 24
| T
l 1555

On——MJ-lo_.ot_—_tma_‘_Lﬂ_'__Fu.#_SA_lD_O;lLail—

This document contains neither recommendotions not conclusions of the FBL 1t Is tha property of the FBI and Is ioaned to your ogancy;
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SOMMITTEE O\~ ‘ISOWN ‘

with Familizs of Servicemen Detained in North Vietna,
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 212 (549 K478)
October 3‘0_, 1970

FAa Pl PR AP ——
ALV L] “TOI- 187U

CABLE ADDRESS:

COLIAFAM o . AL Ny : T!J‘.‘-‘fnx‘:g;;;; . v
- TERFIINC EILATSTFIEY ' b J-QOV

Co-chai Dear families, xﬁf %‘“ﬁ.}_ BY 72% 0!

chatrmen: ] -

Dave Dellinger 0| Mig P €i2§| 570

Cora Weiss This letter is being sent to all families of

confirmed priscners of war in North Vietnam as &

Treasurer: general information memo to respond to the many

Mrs. Anne Bennett QUEstions we have received in recent weeks. Kindly
excuse the form, but so many of your concerns are

“Commitiee similar  that we thought this more efficient. We are
Richard J. Barnett €nclosing air letters for your use. One letter a month
Rennie Davis 1s stil]l allowed. Xindly seal all letters sent thru
Modeline Duckles the Committee of Lliaison, and staple or c¢lip photos
Prof. Richard Folk 1nside the letter form. We have no interest in seeing
Rev. Richard Fernon@éxll.

Norman Fruchter A delegation of lawyers is leaving shortly fpr
*Moggie Geddes & visit to the DRV. They have expreased willingness
Steve Halliwell to carry mall wlth them. Anyone wishing to avail

Prof. Donald Kalisk themselves of this opportunity should have mail in
Stewart Meacham Our office no later than Nov. 7. We guarantee only
Prof. Beo Seitzman that the mail will arrive safely in North Vietnam
Prof. Franz Schurme@nd willl be delivered to the appropriate authorities.

Ethel Taylor We have no way of guaranteeing that the prisoners .
*Botbarg Webster W1ll get each letter. That is beyond our abiliey.
Trudi Young However, if the maill conforms to the regulations we
have no "reason to doubt its delivery. We believe that
*stoff from what we have been told by families, there is

some delay, even risk, in sending mail thru posgal
routes. Much of the mail sent has obviously gotten
thry, but some has been returned, or may wailt for
long perlods for irregular flights. The Vietnamese
are using hand delivery only for getting mail to'
the US because of the risky and unpredictable postal
channels. Mail has been delayed and has taken months
to arrive. They now walt for delegations to bring it.
Last month we sent 250 letters to North Vietnam with a group. All
mall presently 1n the office will be delivered with the next group.
As of now, over 1600 letters have been received since Dec. We do not
know why some men have written more frequently than others. Ve also’
do not know 1f the list of 335 menannounced in April 1s final for
those being held by the North Vietnamese. When asked by famlily members,

we have inquired about specific servicemen for whom there 1s substantial

ﬂ\r'lriannn n" their canture Whan wa hava o nnh'!u woe will of eourse
Ull‘;‘& i} Wl s Whi 33 e AACR ¥ N A -y

let the families know. It 1s our understanding that until there is
some movement in Paris to respond to the proposals put forward by
Mme. Binh on Sept. 17, there will be 'no further move vis-a-vis pow's.
That is, until the two conditions are met. setting a fixed date for
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the total withdrawal of all US forces from Vietnam, and
agreelng to withdraw support from the Thieu Ky Khiem regime,
they willl not be willing to dilscuss the prisoner issue.

They have made it clear that they view this issue as part

of the overall solution to the war, and it cannot be dealt. .
with separately. Upon fixing that date and agreeing to
withdraw support, prisoners from both DRV as well as those
belng held by the NLF in the South, wlll be released. They

do not have to wait for the completion of withdrawal of ..
troops. : v . A
Many articles, comics, newsletters hgve appeq«red on .
the subjeet of .prisoners. We thought you might be interested.
in seeing the .enclosed which may shed more light on this |
subject. Mr. Van Dyke 1s an international lawyer currently .
on staff at the Center for,the Study of Deuocratic Institu-
tions, Santa Barbara,. Calif. He was formerly.employecd in
the State Department working on the matter of prisoners.
We send these a2long because they provide facts and a point
of view not frequently seen in a discussion of thils toplilc.

We appreclate being kept informed as to your changes

of address, and continue to welcome your qQuestions. We hope .
you continue to remember that we are here, not there, have
no authority in handling prisoner affairsy and have tried

to maintain a clear and efficient and reliable channel for
.............................................

look forward to. the end of our task, for that will represent .
America's agreement to conclude the war and the release of
the prisoners: . : -

b
. Sincerely yours
| /Tb f"-, | i \‘ T '
.—"-J . !'_,r../{-ﬂ‘\ ‘;"\'7-Q
ot . . . Mrs. Cora Welss

L :

P.S. We expect ofther delegations will be invited to
North Vietnam in December and through the winter months.
Any mail arriving.after Nov. T will be held for the next
group.
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CONIRMITTEE OF LIAISONY
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365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

with Families of Servic.-emen_ Detained in North Vietnam

!”!!ébu.&'l"“’"

AM.Van Dyke

PRISONERS OF WAR IN VIETNAM

(ED. NOTE: The following excerpis are drawn from a paper which
Visiting Fellow Jon M. Van Dyke presented for discussion at a recent

Center roundiable.)

For the past ycar and a half, the US.
has condemned the Nogth Victna-
mese {or their treatment of captured
Americans. The North Vielnamese
are portrayed as evil captors who un-
relentingly harass American prison-
ers. The American prisoners zre
portrayed as virtuous men who find
themselves in North Victnamese pris-
ons through an wnforiunate and

e nlly foartiitmine enriae Af svente Tha
l‘“lll|” ISTRRUIEVI D DRl i3 L L "W illa. § i

“prisoncr-of-war problem™ is depicted
as an issuc unrclated 10 the bombing
and fighting that have been taking
place in various parts of Southeast
Asia throughout the past decade.

Although this effort succeeded in
persuading the North Victnamese to
sdhere more closely to the formal
requirements of the Geneva Conven.
tion on Prisoners of War, it is based
on two false premises: (1) that the
Geneva Convention can be applied
without difficulty to the conflict in
Victnam and (2) that the United
States and its allics conform to the re-
quirements of the Convention. (The
Geneva Convention was drafted in
1949 10 deal with the problems of
conventional warfare on European
batticfields. 1t is difficult, if not im-
possible, to apply these provisions to
a gucrrilla war in Southeast Asia.)

+ The United States pays only mini-
mal attention to the Convention when
it is not in its interest to do so,
American soldicrs {requently torture
captured Viet Cong in order to obtain

information about nearby enemy
unite. Even more frrnnpnllu the LIS,

ARRFERS, ms VW RARASE m

permits the Saigon forces 10 torture
prisoncrs after capture and through-
out their period of captivity. The U.S.
has failed 10 punish in any significant
way soldiers who have kilied or mis-
trcated enemy captives, thus clevating
this practice to an official policy. The
U.S. also conducts a program of 1crror
to climinate Viet Cong political cadre a
program that opcrates wii totai dis-

- 30 -

regard -for the safcguards of the Ge-
neva Convention. Finally, because of
its desire 10 give the American public
the blcakest possible view of what the
encmy’s prison camps are like, the
Pentagon has muzzied freed Anicris
cans who want to talk about the ex-
periences they had in captivity.

The furor that . has been created
over North Vietnam's prison camps is

lll'llll‘f\l 'ﬂ\l’l'\'\' - Frovm o
et P Bnalviaa ey ascill &

hitminm il
ILALINGEaN Wlll{

of view. There arc men in prison who
have been separaied from their fami-
lies for a period longer than in any
previous war the Uniled States hax
been involved in. Onc man has now
been in Hanoi over six years.

The furor nonetheless does an in-
justice to the North Victnamese, who
have probably treated their captives
better than any other nation fighting
in Asia during this century. During
World War I}, prisoners of war in
Asia were killed and altowed to die
with little remorse. Twenty-seven per
ccnl of the prisoners held by the Jap-
ancse during that war died, and a
shockingly high percentage of the
Japanesc held in Allied camps failed
o survive captivity. The treatment of
prisoners during the Korcan war was,
at best, primitive. And the handling
of captives by the United States and
the Saigon government js in many
respects worse than that of North
Victnam and the Viet Cong.

It is in this perspective that North
Vietnam's prison camps must be ana-
lyzed. The most scrious charges

lodved ngmnu the North Vietnamese

odged tnames
arc the accusations of physical abuse
brought back by two pilots a year
ago. These charges are serious indeed,
but the manner in which the Penta-
gon has handled public information
about North Victnam's camps makes
it difficult to accept the statements at
face valuc. The other seven pilots
who have been released by North
Vietnam have ncver been formaliy pre-






"PRISONERS FROM HANOI{
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WERE. THly TORTUREL

JON H. VAN DYILE
Mr. Van Dylke, assistant projessor of law et Catholic Uni-

versity, Washington, D.C., is now on leave of abience deing

degal research in San Erancisco. He is the anthor of North

Pocific Books.

Vietnam's Strateyy'dor Burvivils ol B4 futiliield Bids year bg,

HERELN 15 JNTLASSIFIZD
AT

from North Vietnum held a press conference in early
September 10 “blow the whistle” on Nurth Vietnam's treat-

ment of its prisoners, but their statcments raised morce

questions than they answeted-—questions aot only abou
North Vietnam's hapdling of its captives but also about
bow the Pentagon is using the released men.

At the claboraicly staged press conference in the audi-
torium of the Bethesda Naval Medical Center, Navy Lieut.
Robert F. Frishman and Appreatice Seaman Deuglas B.
Hegdah! said they had been tortured, by being put ia
small, ovenlike rooms and exposed 10 mosquitoes and
rats. They also assertcd that they had heard that other
prisoners had received even worse treatment.

Until this press conference the autborities had not per-

mitted any of the nine freed prisoners 10 give the press
more than the most general information about their ex-
periences. Wives of thepilots still in North Vietnam have
similarly been discouraged from talking about the leuers
they receive from prison. The Delense Department’s ex-
planation of this muzzling has been that public discussions
might dissuade Hanoi from relcasing pilots in the future
or czuse them to retaliate against those remaining in prison.

After the torture-chamber tales of Frishman and Heg-
dah), it seems hard to imagine how additional discussion
could jeopardize the piiots remaining in North Vietnam,
but the day after the press conierence, officers of the
Pentagon's Public Information Division phoned the seven
other released pilots and told them to stay quiet.

Most of the seven follovwed these instructions and have
continued 1o elude reporters. However, one pilot who was
relpased in August 1968, Maj. Joe V. Carpenter, expressed
surprise at the staiements made by Frishman and Hegdahl.
Although he would not go into any details because of the
orders, Carpenter said he had not been tortured in North
Viewam nor had he heard of anyone being tortured, “ln
geoeral,” he stated, “my treatment was good.” When asked
why the Defense Department would not allow bim to
speak freely even afier the press conterence, Carpenter
responded, “It’s ail part of a plan.” The question inevitably
arises: what plan?

Aside from the issue of the Pentagon’s motives, the
details given by Frishman and Hcgdahl raise some doubts
about their broad charge of “torture.” The only first-hand
examples they mentioned in their prepared staiements
were (1) being placed in solitary confinement in small
rat-infested rooms with tin roofs which became inordinate-
ly bot; and (2) being exposed to mosquitoes which bit
their legs until they swelled. These episodes, while cer-
tainly wnpleasant, are dJilferent only in degree from the

334 - 41

treatmcnt the United States Army gave the Green Beret
officers whp are charged in the recent slaying of a Viet-
mimgs amintercny They werae nlacrad in enditarv sanc

ﬁa]llf)ﬁ ‘Uullltl)"’. LR LS ] Whiy piubbd UL JVHEHMT W07

fincment in 5 by 7 fout cells with no toilet facilities and

& only a bare light bulb inadequate for reading. The Green
4 Beret officers complained that their cells became inordi-

'»') js BY‘)&J .
Two of the American [ ﬁ’g me U Uy Peleased ,z
N

sately hot.

Frishman and Hegdahl supported their charge of tor-
ture by giving examples ol more serious physical harass-
ment sullered by 1wo other pilots. They said that Navy
Lieut. Comdr. Richard A. Stratton, who made a well-
publicized confession in March 1967, gave his statement
only after having been strung up by his wrists and having
his fingernails pulled out.

The confession was delivered thiough a loud-speaker 10
a Hanoi press conference at which one American photog-
raphcr and a2 Japanesc television crzw were pracent, As
American voice from behind a curtain gave a long state-
ment about the war, When this was completed Stranon
appeared from behind the curtain. He bowed deeply
several times and then left without spraking. When the
American photographer reporied this scene, the United
States protested that its pilots were being brainwashed,
a charge which Frishman and Hegdahl now endorsc.

It is hard to believe that Strauon acwally had his finger-
paiis pulled out, however, when none of the mapy persons
who have seen him have reported physical harm. Because
of the storm of protests which followed Stratton’s “con-
fession,” North Vietnam invited many visitors, including
Americans, to meet Siraiton. Nobody reported seeing any
scars or missing fingernails. Pictures taken of Strauon
when he appeared from behind the curtain show that his
hands were visible to the reporters, none ot whom reported
any injury. Pictures taken of Stratton in prison latet show
him to be a bit downcast, but in good health.

The second example oftered by Frishman and Hegzdahl
was Navy Lisut. Comdr. John §. McCain I, son o ths
American Commander in the Pacific. McCain was injured
quite severely when he landed in a lake in the hean of
Hanoi after trying to bomb the city’s main power plant or
October 26, 1967. According to the two returned piiots.
McCain has been kept in solitary confinement during most
of his captivity. ~It's hard enough just being ia solisry
confincment” Frishman said, “but when you're wounded
like John it's harder.” Frishman made no complaint that
McCain had actually been physically hurt by the North
Vietnamese. so it is difficult to understand why this is an
example of lorture. Furthermore, McCain was not kept in
solitary confinemnt during the first six monchs of hic
captivity when his injuries were most severe. Air Force
Licut. Col. Nornis M. Overly said aflter his release 0

February 1968 that he had shared a room with MeCain.

There are other reasons for wondering about the
charges made by Frishman and Hegdahl: i

(1) None of the prisoners who bad becn released earlist

complained of unprovoked physical mistreatment. Naw

THE NATION/October 6, 1967
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‘;f. David P. Matheny, who w:{ =eed in February thinks that, by ¢ -wraging Frishman and Hegdahl to

L4508, said that he was beaten on of ion-but unly make their stater

giter he had struck a guard. The othe , both

" Pentagon has discouraged
in the similar gestures by .. a the lwwure,

limited public statements they have made and in private

discussions with government oflicials, have uniformly de-
scribed their treatment as decent. Air Force Maj. Fred N.
Thompson, released in August 1968, said that he was
obliged to participatc in formal interrogation several
times, but that the North Vietnamese did not use any

threats or pressure  during their questioning.

There are, of course, grounds for criticizing the
treatment of American prisoners. North Vietnam refuses
®© release the names of even the total number of Ameri-
cans it holds, insisting that this is a state secret which

When it wishes to retsin for bargaining purposes in future

negotiations, Partl ive pi
Thompson told his interrogator that a question involved iations. Partly to kecp the aumber of captive pilots O"‘\

! ) secret, North Vietnam refuses to allow many to write 1o

classified matter. the interrogator dropped the subject. . theic relatives. At least 388 and perhaps as {w‘y as 800 ‘
(2) Frishman and Hegdahl gave no hint 10 the A'“""I prisoners are held ia North Vietsam. Fewer than 100 | ¢,

“?f’r:lbo Phicc.m:panied them ! R H“&‘-hmm leade have been allowed w0 write home, and those 100 have

sulfe ysical mistreatment. Rennie Davis, T ’

of the group. said he had long and frank discussions with written & 10fal of only 600 letiers. Also, perhaps, o keep fbor

the men and that they had said nothing about being tor- . . .

‘tured. Only after the pilots had gone through extensive confinement. This treatmznt is a clear violation of the [

dobriefings did they tell their turture stories.
(3) Hcgdahl is 3 man of limited experience and

because of the conditions of prison life but becuse

inability to adjust 10 a situation of confinement. One
few prisoners who was not shot down while bombing

vering to evade shelling from the North Vietnamese

the number secret. many prisoners are held in solitary | dare

requirements of the 1949 Geneva Convention on Prisoners = Tv160
train- of War (which North Vietnam signed in 1957) and it has

hagthap .
ing who suffered greatly while i North Vignsa. pot had a demoralizing ef’sct on many of the pilots. But until

of his Frishman and Hegdah! spoke, that was all.
of the However, because the first six pilots who were released
North had ali been in prison for less than eight months, because

Vietnam. Hegdahl was captured in the South China Sea  Ihe prisoners whom Hanoi displaved 1o reporiers tended to
after falling off the U.S.S. Cunberra while it wae maney- U the 3ame ones again and again, and because many of

shore. the prisoners have yet to be identiflied. some US. -

He had up in a small fown in South Dakota, had  Officials devised the “Two Groups™ theory. They surmised
entistod m Navy at an early ape, was only 20 when  that North Viewam treated some prisoners well, 5o that
captured in 1967, and had received none of the condition- they would teli the world that the prisons were humane,
ing that pilots are given. According 10 Maj. James F. Low, and so that they epuld_ be sent home in good shape
who had shared a room with Hegdah! for a while before ~ WMen the occasion suited, but that another group
w his own release in August 1968. Hegdahl was in

a dis- was kept in the background and treated badly. The re-

tressed mental state and it was very difficult to live with ~ 63s¢ of Hegdahl after twenty-eight months. and of Frish-
him. Hegdahl may. therefore. not be the most reliable of man after twenty-one months, disrupted this theory. par-

commentators on North Vietnam's prisons. Shortly after the Frich Heedahl ¢
B (4) The Pentagon's previous conduct regarding re- riy atier the Frishman-Hegdahl press conference,
R Ieased prisoners has failed to produce a record that some crffl_mnls at the CiA expanded upon the “Two
™ inspires trust. After the first group of three pilots was ~ OTOUps” idea to suggest that the prisoners may be kept
released in February 1968, the Pentagon, with the active 0 three separate places, According to this theory, one
B assistance of William H. Sullivan, then ambassador to camp holds those prisoners who cooperate, another those

Joases occurred in the fall of 1968 when the Air

ticularly when the two prisoners claimed mistreatment.

Laos, persuaded the pilots to return to the United States ~ Who are unusually difficult. and the third those who are
on a military plane. despite the express desire of North  Meither cooperative nor dilficult. This might explain the
Vicinam that the representatives of the U.S. peace move- difference in tre:nm?m reported by the various pilots who
ment who had received the prisoncrs in Hanoi‘be allowed ~ have retumed, but it poses another question: why would
o accompany them on commercial flights all the way North Vietnam release prisoners who had been torured?
home., (See The Nation, April 1. 1968.) No additional Another explanation of the difference ja treatment was

prisoners were released until the United States promised offered by Frishman himself. He said that what he calied
to allow them to return on commercial flights. An even “torture™ may be the doings of joilers who act without the
more serious breach of the spirit of North Vietnam's re-  knowledge of North Vietnam's lesders. Frishman stated,

Force as an example, that his conditions improved whenever a

assigned two of the three pilots (reed in August 1968 to ~ North Vietnamese general visited the camp, ..

teach other pilots to fly and bomb. It costs about $300.000 North Victnam's treatment of its prisoners and its
10 train 8 jet fighter pilot, and the North Vietnamese did  tmethod of choosing those it releases may be puzzling. but
not like the thought that thcy were saving the Pentagon the behavior of the United States toward those who have
money by releasing future teachers. A member of the been freed is ot least as mysterious. After ordering all the

North Victnamese delegation in Paris complained to released pilots to say nothing, the Pemagon has allowed
Averell Harriman in December 1968, and he arranged two of them to tell melodramatic stories. while demanding
for the pilots to be assicned to other duties. Because ol continuing silence of the others. Before the accounts by

this incident North Vietnam apparently canceled
lease it had scheduled for early 1969, Renbie

THR NaTiON/ Ocrober 6, 1969
Reprinted by the Cnt

a re- Frishmas and Hegdahl can be accepted. the other freed
Davis prisoners must be allowed to tell their stories.
- 42 - 35

IMITTRE OF LTAJSON with Families of Servicemen

Detained in North Vietnam 365 West 42nd St .NYC,NY



GUPI (Adiressee)

M TEx (Name in ull):

of Lim (Service number}:
ot vA iy st (Dote & ploce of birth):

91A onl (Address):

: TR4I GIAM PHI CONG M® B] BAT TAl
NUGC VIST - NAM DAN CHU c{NG HOA

VIA MOSCOW, USSR (Camp of detention for US. pilots captured
in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM)

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON
with Fomilies of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam

NGU Ol GU'I (Adiresser)

W TEr (Name in full):

oA ol (Address):
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mAY WET (Dated)..

o0 0Nl (NLB.}:

1. Phii vift r5 v ehl dwoc vilt trén mhimg ddng ké s3n (Wiite
logibly and only on the Lines).

2. Trong the chl dugc néi vé tink hinh stc khde vi tinh hinh
gz dinh (Write only sbout health and family).

3. Oia @inh giri 4¥n cling phii theo &dng miu, khudn kb)Y vk o™y
£ink iy m«mmmmymmmmm.

R N »
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

::'aeﬂ;’{?b'- Please Refer o San Francisco, California
[

November 23, 1970

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN
NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM)

— Following is a result of interviews with Mrs. —

b1 ¢ A b BR Eo (28-2-

ALL INFORMATION CONTATNED é? P

WERE TN 15 UNCLASSIFIE
rrrRb s Bvagad
FowMif pnedli

(N34S, 570

This document contains neiher recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your

agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outisde
your agency.
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Mrs.
telephone n:vber she 1s aware of the
existence of the Committee of Liason With Families of
Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFA!). She advised
that she has received a total of seven letters from her
husband since Easter and she has written many letters to her
husband but has no idea whether he has received any of these
letters. She stated that she does not believe that her
husband has ever received any of her letters as he has
never acknowledged any of these letters when writing to her.
She advised that she had first heard of the COLIFAI1 through
the United States Air Force Casualty Office when they advised
in 1970 that COLIFAM had a list of names of prisoners in
North Vietnam and her husband's name was on this list.

&
o ‘Mrs.*advised that she has written one letter
to her husband an as sent this letter to her husband through

the auspices of COLIFAri. She advised that in the future

she plans to send all of her letters to her husband through
this committee. She stated that she is willing to use any
possible means to communicate with her husband and if COLIFAM
is a way of reaching her husband, she plans to use this

committee.
1

r— | ¥ S—

Mrs. fas advised that she has had no personal
G contact with anyone t!at is a member of this committee and
i has had no personal objects either delivered or brought back.
) ’ Mz‘s.‘ ﬂd? available copies of all correspondence
" she has had with thls committee.
2 ALL INFORMATION CONTATNED
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COMMITTEE OF __AISON '-
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnan
365 West 42nd Streer, New York, N.Y. 10036

Al brc AR Eo 28/~ (212) 765-1490

CABLE ADDRESS:
COI "AFAM

April 7, 1970

Co-chairmen:
Dave Dellinger _ ]
Coro Weiss Dear 7}5“- - é? <

Yreasurer: Our Committee has recently received official
Mrs. Anne Bennett confirmation of 81 more servicemen being held
in North Vietnam, By now you should have
Committee .
Richard J. Bornett heard that S
Rennie Dovis 18 on this lis!. Me Mr !el !naaese have
Modeline Duckies now confirmed through the Committee of
Prof. Richerd Falk Lialison a total of 335 men beling held,
Rev. Richard Fernandez
Normon Fruchter - This notificatlion also means that s letter
*Maggie Geddes is en route from him. The enclosed release
Steve Haolliwell - explalns how mail is forwarded vis our
Prof. Donold Kalish office. Becsuse wmail from Hanoi is very
- Stewart Meachom slow we cannot be sure when the letter will
- Prof. Beo Seitzmon come, but we will forward it es soon as it
Prof. Franz Schurmonn arrives here,
Ethel Tayler -
*Barbarc Webster We are very pleased to be able to perform
Trudi Young this service and hope that you will feel
free to be 1n touch with us should you have
*staff ' any questions.

At the seme time, we are continulng to work
towerds the immediste and complete withdrawal
of all U,S, troops from Southeast Asis so
‘that soon 8all families, American and Vietna- -
mese, can be united again,

- Sincerely,
- AT ON COMTATIED ' .
ALY '!N?':Ti 'f\"—j:'(\"'?!!"lf..ED e L1 el A 4 J QBQ-,A.)"L ’ﬁwnﬂl __ ,,, (57,8
R RSP A } Cora Weiss Dasve Dellingerd

parz 33 BYALes
Awvimig pAES 1

c D345, €70 P.S., Kindly excuse the mimeographed
letter, but there sre many families to

te
reach ;t the same time.



wr ARSI IS 8 A A AN A L8NS

with Famili.s of Scrvicemen Detas. 2d in North Vietnam
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10034 '

- {212) 745-1490

CABLE ADDRESS: )

COLIAFAM

INFORMATION SHEET

Co-chaitmen: - rJanctions of the Committee

Dave Dellinger

Core Weiss The Commlttee of Lialson seeks to facilitate communica-

tion between servicemen imprisoned 4n North Vietnam and

Treosurer: their femlilles In the Unlted States. The Committee re-

Mrs. Anne Bennett celves letters from servicemen gnd forwards them to the

, : famllles through the domestic mails. It also forwarcsa

Committes {in formution): letters to North Vietnam et the request of familles.

Rennie Davis* Famllies are. of course, s8till free to send letters di-

Rev. Richard Fernondex rectly but should not the correct address for both let-

*Moggie Geddes ters and packages:

*Steve Holliwell .

Stewart Meacham Name of servicemsn, serlal number

Prol. Beo Seitzmon o Camp of Detention of U,S, Pllots Captured

Ethel Toylor o in the D.R.V.

* Barbarac Webster . Hanol, Democratic Republic of v:.et.nam

“Tewdi Young via Moscow, U,.S.S.R.

*seaff Captured servicemen may receive one letter a month and

one package (not over six pounds in weight) every other
month, The Committee does not forward packages. It 1s suggested that letw
ters sent to the Committee for forwardlng be sealed and that stamps be en-

ciosed U'IO'C 811'1!80) as .Lecuers are toruarued in packets,

. The Committee 1s only able to be of help with respect to men who have been
shot down over North Vietnam.

‘gr The Committee also 1s able to request iInformation regarding the status of

;ﬁ 1 men thought to have been shot down over North Vietnam and captured there.
T dwwn abquiries the Committee needs to have the individual's service num-

. ber, and sny available 1nfomation as to when and where he was shot down,

vt With respect €O such vequests the Committee would expect to receive a letter

" to his family 1f the individual 1is being held in North Vietnam, If the in-
3 dlvidual is known to be dead or if the North Vietnumese have no information
i recgarding him, the Commitfee expects £o receive that word to the extent
possible. In any case the Committee will communicate with the family con-
cerned as soon &8s it receives word, In this way we expect that, as Xuan
Thuy, head of the North Vietnamese delegation in Paris, hss said, gradually
211 families of servicemen held in North Vietnam will hesr from their relati

Background

The Committee of Lisison has been established 1in response to an initistive

L IKTORYATION CONTAIRTD
ALL INFOR 1 ! 7¢ 4 .

WERETH IS UNCLASGIFIED V
niTE ‘TPJH‘} Bmvom Y %
|mm gu. Lo!
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and the manner in which alleged identities were compiled has

hanmamse mAamambhad asanPices d o Oha wanaT11ad thad mwhan aha +aTA
VELVILNY DulHivwudL LWUHAUD LUK . DU 1IVLUHAlLUW LIl WUTUH DUV LTaivT=—

phoned CORA WEISS in April, 1979, to inquire about WEISS' L-;.—,

call to the casualt ice ISS asked if the list of
prisoners that Mrs. had obtained from the casui:lty
office was the same e st of Bl prisoners previously ‘

ted in a California newspaper. CORA WEISS asked ?c
to send her a copy of the 1list of which Mrs.
r obtaining approval from the casualty office ne

GRATCH) at Randolph Air Force Base.

I‘ -
&

This list, l{rs.m s‘{ated, was simply a
compilation of names put toge y some newsmen in Cali-
fornia. She sent this to CORA WEISS in May, 1970, and CORA
WEISS returned a letter thanking her for the list and giving
her a list of 335 prisoners which she said had been released
by Hanoi as being identities of persons detained. 176

L}o
 ,, ool ;3 Vs, went on n world trip I8 sSeek
-b” r on about e prisoners, Mrs learned that
a Mr/KIRKPATRICK of the American Frien ce Committee

did not have this list, but he apparently had gone to Hanoi
and returned in June, 1970, and did have the list then,

_ <

It was confusing to Hrs.mthat CORA WEISS
would have a list of 335 alleged prison uch sooner than
KIRKPATRICK did, when KIRKPATRICK had been to Hanoi. The
impression she got was that the American Friends Service Com-
mittee and the COLIFAM were not coordinating efforts.

V4

b‘? CORA WEISS said that the list she furnished to Mrs.
had been confirmed by Hanoi. .

| y £

! lrs.ma vised further that on their world

o trip they were t with the United States delegation

q to the Paris peace talks, and got the impression that COLIFAM

was the official liaison agent for the North Vietnamese govern-

ment. They were also told this by the International Red Cross
in Paris and the North Vietnarese Embassy in Paris,

Mrs. gtated that no wne from the committee
— has ever writt rectly, except as mentioned above,
Forwarding letters from her husband through the committee

13
. CONRRRENTIAL
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have been mimeographed with only her name entered, and she
assumes that every relative of the servicemen detained in

North Vietnam who receive letters by that means, receive

only the mimeographed letters from the committee also. XNo

one has ever come to contact her in person, and the only .
direct communication she has had has been with 1SS, &7«
as described above. The committee did send Mrs%
some forms to:use in writing to her husband, but @ no

used them. They have the return address of COLIFAM. She

has used the prescribed or recommended form sent to her by

the casualty office and has used one that the Navy had put .
out, .

She has attempted to communicate with her husband
by regular mail channels, but in May, 1970, she did send one
through the committee for her husband, but it was not written
on the form they provided. She has written her husband
otherwise through the State Department or channels suggested
by the State Department and the casualty office of the Air
Force. She has sent letters through some other peace groups

whenever the casualty office would notify her that someone
wAs golng to Hanol,

husband have been held up by anyone for any unusually long
time. She has received absolutely no acknowledgement from
her husband that he has ever received mny of her letters,
although sheawrites every once monthly.
2

b ondence from COLIFAM has not been interpreted
by ms.ﬁas any effort to harass or cajole her and
contact he committee has been strictly as desaribed above.

14 I
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Washington, advised that _had re - a letter
who is a prisoner
of war in NorTh 'V § letter came from the
Committee of Liaison™ 'ith families of servicemen detained in
North Vietnam and was accompanied by a mimeograph letter of
transmittal signed by CORA WIESS, The cover letter mentioned
the fact that this letter, as well as others, had been seized
illegally by the U,S, Customs Service in New York and that

the Committee was disturbed at the action of the U.S, Government
following the beneficial action the committee had taken to see
that the lines of communication were kept open between the
family and prisoners of war in North Vietnam,

o
lrs.‘said that there has been no personal
contact and she understood that four other families in the
State of Washington who have prisoner of war sons in North

Vietnan were also in receipt at least one letter from
pris an‘l of war. They are m
# eived
FNU) “m in

s an

&
b Ilrs.msaid she 1s in o way sympathetic with
the Communist ca n Vietnam or any other place, however,

she is reluctant to "make waves" which would result in any
harm to her son or delay in his return to the United States.

FEBﬂrzggu!!n!P

Dote 10/5/70

e
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Mrs.
”hingt”, advised tha!!e!on, *'

was shot d n airplane while ghting
n the Vietnam War :ln“t 1965. 8he first heard
that he was a prisoner ol war s e in 1967 and L
heard through the news media on%mﬂi, that he &7&
had written a letter. 8She receive etter in the
mail on April 14, 1970, and stated that the letter came
through the Committee of Liaison with families of service-
men detained in North Vietnam. She added that she has had
no personal contact with this committee or anyone on the
committee and that they have never corresponded with her.

1<
lrs.qndvises tha! she keeps in touch
with Lieutenant Commander MALMBERG, Service Center, Naval
Reserve Training Center, 860 Terry Avenue, N., Seattle,
Washington. '

i o8

She added that sometimes the letters have been
T enclosed in envelopes stating that the above-mentioned
committee had a friend by the name of CORA WEISS, who had
been Vietnam and who had picked up the letters,
_— llrs.mafﬂrned that she does not recognize her
work wi s committee and that she never will. She had
no further comment concerning her son or the above-mentioned

\ committee. ],’l/"
4

ALL IFF‘”‘P‘I‘,’.A TIon CO!\V:—;‘,I;:—-\ 4 .
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M &!wm inter-

Yiewed at her pPIRCE oL yasidenas v who
identified himself as a Special Agen o e Bureau
tigation. At the outset of this interview, Mrs.
%was advised this investigation is being conducted
a quest of J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney
General, United States Department of Justice. ‘7 P

1L
%Jﬁvised she is the wife of_
who has been a prisoner of war in Hanol,
: YWorth Vietnam Sihce 1966. She stated she is now in correspon-
dence with her husband and although she is willing to dis-
cuss this matter, she will not testify or do anything that

might in any way jeopardize her husband's life or release
from imprisonment. Ve

: Mrs.“stated she had no word from her hus-
band until April, r when she received one of his letters
enclosed in a Special Delivery envelope bearing the return
address of The Committee of Liaison, New York City, New York.
Only her husband's letter was enclosed in this envelope and
there was no written commypj ion as to how the letter was
forwarded to her. Mrs.ﬁtated she had no prior 57"
contact with anyone repr n is committee but she was
80 happy to receive this letter that she immediately wrote
to the committee at New York thanking them. She stated
she has never received an acknowledgement to this letter;
however, since that time six additional letters have been
forwarded to her by the committee and in each of these
letters there was a printed form letter explaining that the
letter was among those brought back from Hanoi and the name

of the individual retyrning from Hanoi was mentioned in
this letter. Mrs. Mstated none of these letters

contained any threa ises or requests for money.
She stated she has furnished e printed letters

a
to the U. S. Air Force. Mrs. mstated the last 12
letter she received from her hiSbahd was in July, 1970. <
She further advised she knows of no one else in contact

with the committee or receiving letters through them.

N
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Seattle, Washington
November 23, 1970

In Reply, Ploase Refer w
File No.

Title COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM

(COLIFAM)
Character INFORMATION CONCERNING
Reference LHM dated and captioned as

above at Seattle, Washington

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past. ’

1_8 ”’-‘U
&vo !
ALL INFORMATION CORTATINED

HERETN 1€ UNCLASSTFIED mes—m é_? -
pATE 123|893  BYS%0
waMla€«Ebn3
o

CNME S

Thia documant contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property

of the FBl and ia loaned 10 your ogency; it ond its contents are not to be disiributed outside
your aqency.
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UNITED STATES G{ 2RNMENT
Memor andum At 42¢ ABR & (7873 >3-

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) DATE: 11/25/70

FROM : SAC, RICHMOND (100-11215) - RUC -
P {"fé’.i é?.c—

suBjecT: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES |
OF SERVICEMENT DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM
(COLIFAM)

IS - MISCELLANEQUS
REGISTRATION ACT

(00: NEW YORK)

Re Detroit airtel to Bureau 11/18/70.
>

In connection with the lead set forgb/i/n referenced
airtel, no action is contemplated Rpy _Ricl 3 with respect
to locating and interviewing Mrs. mas Richmond . ;q‘
has received no information relative e nal League
> of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia"‘
iy~ 2 or that this organization is in any way connected with COLIFAM.
o Also, there is nformation to indicate COLIFAM has in fact

contacted Mrs. L., -

In view of the instructions in Bureau letter to all

— offices 10/12/70 captioned as above, no action in this matter
. is being taken by Richmond. P
N sLL THFORATICN CONTAINED /2:—

\ WEREZTN 15 UNCLASSIFIER .
) . o ’ e i e DATEJ—E}'.E%:“:B.Y.- =N ¥ R
# \&-Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL RAANIA PA-CO TS ey gys, 57

l1-Detroit (Info.)élOO-B?EéO)(REGISTERED MAIL)
1-New York (100-168469)(REGISTERED MAIL)

- mong o )
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TREAT AS YELLOW

,;,,gn_anmco'n-érz -t Date: | /= /1~ 7¢

- SR
Transmit the message that follows by coded teletype: [)

¥ % %k % ¥ & k k ¥ % & &k ¥ %k %k % k % * % ¥ ¥ %k %k % % %k %x & & & ¥ ¥ %

7Ot CJTHE PRESIDENT FIELD DISSEMINATION L*~.
[OTHE VICE PRESIDENT ST ESYREEI RS S WIS

e

[
@OU% SITUATION ROOM =
TT.: .
T _Az_ézng;#_w [
(SECRETARY OF STATE .70 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
EDIRECTOR, CIA ~ ,‘,‘f”nf_;h’; prouAssirLzy

#DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY wmﬁl
[CJAND NATIONAL INDICATIONS CENTER

(MDEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY >
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ) '?f;,
#NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE -~ 3,,,‘%

EXSOE ? S. SECRET SERVICE (PID) [JENCODED [ PLAINTEXT
ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER)

) CINATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY, ATT: SENIOR OPERATION OFHCE}:? ;

T O Rig g5 77 I

" From: DIRECTOR, FBI

.. Classification:

(Text of message begins on next page. ) CGO“?‘—"-')
Cm:lll BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
NICA
o :lONS SECTION QP1ES DR
21 . Approved
”—fOA L"" M 2 0N
TE L/ a 3E




CODE PRIORITY

TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM
ATT.: DR, HENRY A, XISSINGER ﬂﬂm.

TO: SECRETARY OF STATE
T0: DIRECTOR, ClA

T0: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

TO: NAVAL IMVESTIVATIVE SERVICE

TO: ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) JFPRCPRIATE AGENCIES  [2e
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI aym FYET D OFFICES

- "'TT_NG

sy

- ~Ew T

s%u_ e YRR ;2 72
: &So/%°"

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN

NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM)

. ADVISED ELEVEN TWELVE, SEVENTY TKAT COLIFAM IS CONDUCTING NEWS
' CONFERENCE AT DIPLOMAT HOTEL,NYC, ELEVEN AM, ELEVEN THIRTEEN NExr.ﬂdﬁ)
END PAGE ONE )
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PAGE THREE (S E E%Q E T)
VOICE OF VIETNAM
FNGLISH TRANSMISSION™
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WILL BE RELEASED;

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE HUMANITARIAN POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM TOWARD THE AMERICAN

PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM, ON THE OCCASION OF CHKRISTMAS

ANN NEW viEAD MTIMETEEMN CUURMTY NAMEs
AL VLW T RAR WAWE IO O VEINL 1 Wive e

IT IS PERMITIED TO THE FAMILIES OF THE AMERICAN PILOTS

CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM TO SEND CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

PACKAGES orrFivg'xss EACH ( USUALLY PACKAGES OF THREE KGS ARE

ALLOWED), SENDING OF PACKAGES MUST OBSERVE THE USUAL REGULATIONS,

BY POSTAL ROUTE THROUGH MOSCOW. ANY OTHER MEANS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE.
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CARDS MAY BE SENT TO AMERICAN

PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNA™ FROM THEIR FAMILIES WITH

THE HELP OF THE COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM, THE SAID COMMITTEE MAY SEND ITS

REPRESENTATIVE TO BRING THESE CARDS DIRECTLY TO HANOI.
END PAGE THREE ‘
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PAGE FOUR (S E RET

WE REQUEST THE COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM TO TIMELY INFORM THE

FAMILIES OF AMERICAN PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM OF THE
AFOREMENTIONED POINTS.

THREE. SOURCE FURTHER STATED THAT WEISS AND DELLINGER
WOULD REFER IN THEIR CONFERENCE TO "TEXT OF THE VIETCONG |

PROPOSAL AT TALKS IN PARIS™, CARRIED IN THE NEW YORK TIMES,
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTY. HE FURTHER

ADDED THAT SUFFICIENT COPIES OF THIS ARTICLE AS WELL AS PRINTED
COPIES OF THE RECORDING OF ROBERT JAMES SCHWEITZER AND THE
DRVN STATEMENT WILL BF HANDED OUT.

FOUR, COLIFAM WILL ANNOUNCE THE COMMENCEMENT OF MAIL ING
NEW LETTERS TO THE POW RELATIVES WHICH WERE RECEIVED RECENTLY
BY A GROUP FROM COLIFAMN,

FIVE, LASTLY, COLIFAM INTENDS TO DISTRIBUTE XEROXED
LETTERS FROM THE STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE ON VIETNAM DATED ELEVEN FOUR
SEVENTY, IN SUPPORT OF UPCOMING CONFERENCE ON ELEVEN TWENTY EIGHT-
THIRTY, NINETEEN SEVENTY,
END PAGE FOUR
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PASE FIVE (S F c~1\g\1 )
SOURCE STATED HE 15 UNAWARE THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL g%k§7

DISCLOSE NEW NAMES OF POW'S, mJ
6P-1 \ '
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0 DIRECT 108-457899
DOMESTIC IWTELLIGENWCE DIVIS oM

BEW YORK 188-168469

vCOHH_ITTEE OF LIAISON ! VITH FQHIL!ES OF SERVICEHEI DETAIIED

In BORTH VIETWAM (COLIFAM, 1S-MISC, REGISTRAT!OI ACT, ﬁcﬁs ‘
;€

b (00-"Y) o ™ «dﬁ .

— . ’ﬁfi"" P
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SEER-oL 17 An 1S HOLDING A PRESS COMFERENCE AT THE HOTEL
DIPLOMAT, NYC, ON NOVEWBER THIRTEEN, WEXT. SOURCE ADVISED
IMAT COLIFAM 1S CONTACTING LOCAL WEWS AGENCIES AND IS ADVISING
IHEW THAT DAVID DELLINGER AND CORA VEISS VILL HAVE A PRESS
CONFERENCE AT ELEVEN AM CONCERNING WEV LETTERS FOR FAMILIES

OF PRISOMERS OF HAR,BROI%_MTHIS COUNTRY BY A GROUP OF /

T T TTORNEYS. ;- -y
“ L e, G wost, /7

§YO WILL COVER AND PROMPTLY ADVISE.
LOCAL AGENCIES ADVISEDwzeLassIpim “L'“—’dﬂ .
o 383 :
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created by the North Vietncmese and is an extension of previous effort
It 18 not 1in any ense representing the government of North Vietnam.

Sance 1965 there have been 8 number of meetings between people of Viet
(from both the North and the Nationzl Liberation Front of South Vietno
end Americans who oppose the war, On three separate occaslons represe
tatives of the American anti-war movement have gone to Hanol and have
returned with released servicemen, On one occasion an Amerlcan peace
activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodla, to receive three American soldie
who were releassed by the National Liberation Front. Americans visitin
Hanol have frequently carrled letters to captured servicemen at the
request of their families snd they have brought back letters when they
have returned to the United States. On several occasions such visitor
from the peace movement have met with captured pilots in Hanol.

The Committee ..

The Committee of Lialson belleves that the safe return of U.S. service
captured in North Vietnam and the half-million others thzt the United
States maintsins in South Vietnam, Lsos, Thoiland, and aboard naval
vessels can only come with s decision on the part of the U,S. governme
to completely withdraw from Vietnam. Because of this conviction, we w
ere serving on thls Coumittee will also continue our efforts ailmed at
croedicie and complets withdrzual of 211 U.8. z=uad foveocs ond wesTsus
As individuals Committee members are active in a variety of organizati
and groups commltted to ending the war: the New Mob liration Committce
End the War in Vietnam, The Conspiracy, Clergy and Laymen Concerned At
Vietnam, U.8. Inter-religious Committee on Peace, Fellowship of Reconc
lstion, Newsreel, Women Against Daddy Warbucks, Leswyers Comnlttee on
Vietnam, and Women Strike for Pesce,

The Committee of Lisison is entirely dependent on donations from indiy
iduals end organizations, and welcomes any gifts tc gustsin its work,



( .

with Famil. s of Servicemen Deta. ed in North Vietna
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

g

4
- {N2) 765-14%0
CABLE ADDRESS: ALL TNFORMATEON CORTATHER L.' a};ﬂ/
COLIAF AM JEREIN IS UNCLASITNIES {
T 51 QDO
DAJEZP%—-- 5“2 May 4, 1970
. fhmt\m;ﬂg%
Co-c'wirnin: a3 1o
Deve Dellinger From: Rev, Richard Fernandez
Cos. Weiss To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed
prisoners held in North Vietnam
Treasurer: Re: Information on correspondence Wwith prisoners

Mrs. Anne Bennett
On April 20th I returned from a8 three-week trip to

Committee ILsos and North Vletnam. In North Vietnam I spoke
Richord J. Bornett with officials responsible for communication between
Rennie Dovis pilots beld in detention there and their families
Modeline Duckles here., The following iuform-tion was emphasized to
Prof. Richard Folk me by the North Vietnamese authoritles and we are
Rev. Richord Fernondex anxlious to make sure that you are aware of 1it:
Norman Fruchter .
*Maggie Geddes 1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the
Steve Holliwell P sir-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence,
Prof. Doncld Kolish
Stewart Meacham 2) Communication to pilots should be limited to
Prof. Bea Seitzman matters of family and health.
Prof. Franz Schurmann
Ethe! Taylor 3) Pilots are asllowed to receive one letter per
_ *Boarbora Webster month and one package every other month (not
Trudi Young over six pounds in weight).
Fd *staff ' Detention Camp suthorities have said that they do not
ﬁ%‘ wish to recelve several letters and/or packages per
- month for a given pilot from different wmembers of the
= sgme family. Families should make arrangements for

slternating letters each month if different members
. want to write, ‘

The North Vietnemese authorities indicated that, from this point
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and
packages that do not adher to the above,

If the letter form is meiled directly 1t can go in another envelope
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R.," should definitely be in-
cluded in the sddress, If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaiso

for forwsrding please encloge but do not affix stamps as we send lette
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families,

While I was in Hanol, Prof. Douglas Dow:d of Cornell University snd I
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, Californis;
Cdr, Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of
Santa Ana, California, The three wen were in good health, and said
they had dally exercise and resding waterisl. The three pillots ad-
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their

6
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Richard Fernan. :2 memo - page 2

families, 8nd asked thst packages include tollet articles and c:
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream {no ra
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee
non-melting candy., They said they do not need clothes,

Also, 1In my “4scussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarit;
with the Awmericen People, the Comnittee of Lialson!s contact in
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have
sent from Henoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 15
letters are still on their way from Hanol to familles here.

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of corresp
for you, If you have any further questions please do not hesit.
to contact us.



COMMITTEE OF _IAISON

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietr.

CABLE ADDRESS:
€ LIAFAM

Co-chairmen:
Dave Dellinger

Coro Weiss

Treasurer:
Mrs. Anne Bennett

Committee
Richard J. Barnett
Rennie Dovis
Madeline Duckles
Prof. Richard Folk '
Rev. Richard Fernandex
Norman Fruchter -

*Moggie Geddes

Sseve MHolliwael!l

Prof. Donald Kalish
Stewart Meacham
Prof. Bea Seitaman
Prof. Franz Schurmonn
Ethel Taylor

*Barbara Webster
Trudi Young

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 765-149

May 13, 1970

Dear friend:

Today we recelved two packeges of letters whieh
we have been expecting from prisoners held in
North Vietnam. The total number of letters in
both packsges was 156, Although the packages
were mailed 3 month apart, they both arrived
here today,

We are very happy to send herewith the letter
addressed to you,

Sincerely,
__ . a/l s
Barbara Webster

¥

v

1&
MEREIN 1S UNCTLARSIFIZD b 1'8
cate 1333 Brargod &'

m
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COMMITTEE OF | AISON
with Families of Servicemen Detaimned in North Vieti
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

{212} 765-14!

CABLE ADDRESS:
COLIAFAM

Co-chairmen:
Dave Dellinger
Coro Weiss

Treasyrer:
Mrs. Anne Bennett

June 14, 1970

Cemmitiee
Richard J. Barnett Dear f'l."iend:
Rennie Dovi
M:::;:.,.K:H,, We are very glad to send you the enclosed
Prof. Richard Falk letter from North Vietnem. It, along
with 142 others, was brought to this

Rev. Richard Fernondez ¢
country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin

Norman Fruchter

*Moggie Geddes and Judy Claver -- anti-war activists
Steve Halliwell who spent two weeks in North Vietnam,
Pref. Denald Kolish o - 7 o o o
Stewart Meacham The letters were slightly delayed in
Prof. Bao Seitzman getting here because all the material
Prof. Franz Schurmans they brought back with them, including
Ethel Taylor the letters, was conflscated by the
*Barbara Webster Canadian Customs upon their arrival in
Trudi Young Montreal. This was totally unexpected
and unprecedented; but they generated
*stoff enough pressure so that everything was

returned to them.

There will be another group going to
North Vietnam at the end of this month,
If you would like them to take a letter
from you, please send it to us in the
next week or so.

Sincerely,

'

vV Bosttina W abeten

v =
ALL INFORMATTON CONTATNED L76 vgl Barbara Webster
MIRTTH 1S INCLASSIFIED ,
<17:0jo3la> 9o 6P
Pousimin
CN 245, o



( s s

COMMITTEE OF L. 1ISON
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietna
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 765-1490
CABLE ADDRESS:
COL'AFAM

Ce-c..airmen:

Dove Dellinger June 25, 1970

Cora Weiss

Treasurer: .
Mrs. Anne Bennett Dear friend:

Commi We are very happy to send you the enclosed
';'f";:::l B letter. 1It, along with 105 others, was
Reonie Do Parnett brought back to this country by a group

ennie Vawis of anti-war people who have just returned

Modeline Duckles
Prof. Richard Falk from a visit to North Vietnam.

Rev. Richard Fernandez
Normon Fruchter
*Maggie Geddes L
g Steve Holliwel!
h Prof. Donald Kalish

This brings to 8 total of 1,110 letters
which the Committee of Liaison has for-
warded on to families since last December.

e Stewart Meacham

Prof. Bea Seitzmean Sincere ly’ \
Prof. Fronz Schurmann 50/).&1/}4 WML
Ethel Toylor .
- *Borbara Webster Barbara Webster
:,; Trudi Young
*staff

:
ki
B

e

ALL IFPORMATTON CONTAINRED ‘ 2 leo
HEFEIN 1S USCLASSIFIED o (
onrzabaf3 | #9802 .
Fhu&ﬂuﬂ4u463rru1.
345,570

10
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COMMITTEE OF _/AISON
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietn
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 765-149(
CABLE ADDRESS:
COUIAFAM
Eeptember 18, 1970
Co chairmen:
Dave Dellinger
Coro Weiss Dear Friends,
" Treosurer: WY'e are very hanmpy to forward the en-
Mrs. Anne Bennett closed letters to you. I would like to give
you an account of the events that took place
Committee around the fllegal seizure of these letters
Richord J. Barnett at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would
Rennie Davis have had your mail a day or two earlier had it
Modeline Duckles not been for this interference.
Prof. Richard Falk . -
Rev. Richard Fernandex Robert Scheer announced when he left
Normon Fruchter . Hanoi that he had been given 379 letters from
*Moggie Geddes pilots whose names appeared on the list of
Steve Halliwell 338 hregieus'lu confirmed nrigoners. lir.
Prof. Donald Kalish 8cheer, with a delagation of 10, had spent
Stewart Meacham three months in Algeria, Morth Korea, China,
Prof. Beo Seitzman and North Vietnam, and had accumulated a wide
Prof. Franz Schurmenn range of materials. BRowever, U.S. Customs
Ethel Taylor officials at Kennedy Airport vere interested
*Barbara Webster . only in the whereabouts of the letters. Mr.
Trudi Young Scheer opened the two packets of letters for
the Customs officials to see. They then took
*staff him into a private room and demanded that he

turn over the mail, saying, ""e must open it
and read it." He refused to hand over the

letters as they had Leen consigned to him for
immediate delivery to families. ?1na11y, the

o - CEImiaTa - g
Lustoms officials agreed to wlace the letters

in bond, where the packages were officially
sealed and a receipt given to !'r. Scheer.

_ (Last Saturday 143 letters were brought
by ¢. traveller returning from Hanoi. That
broight €0 1243 the number of letters from pri-
soncrs that have been delivered by hand to the
U.5. withaut interference.)

ALL TNTORMATION CONTATHED
’V“!N!‘-'."'”ll-“:l?IEJ /

-Fbwlmmmfo l?.x?lr— 1100 (i~
e
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‘1o explanation has been offered by anyone for the
seizurc of the mail, and no guarantees have becn made that
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the
State Department assured mc that the mail was availahle
to be claimed and expressed concern that it be forwarded
immediat~ .y to relieve anxiety of waiting families. Ve
reminded the State Department that it was the government
that had seized the mail in seeming disreaqard for the fam-
ilies, prisoners, and the future of communication between
them. Mr. Scheer offerred to meet with representatives of
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrances of
this nature. His request was rejected. 'Vhen he went with
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim the mail, he was unneces-
sarily harrassed, and the press was ejected from observing
the reclamation, despite the fact that the very same peonle
had observed the seizure. "hen he finally cot the letters,
''r, Scheer immediately t-ansferred them to the Committee of
Liaison for distribution.

e are very distressed atout this incident. This
dellvery of mail brought first letters f£rom nrewriously con-
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom had had
no mail for five years. ‘e have devoted considerable time
and effort to maintaining a reliable and efficient channeil
for communication between you and the pilots. At the ini-
tiative of the North Vietnamese both the volume and freauency
©of mail has increased. The pilots have been receiving in-
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assortment of
food, medicines, clothing end various kinds of games. ‘e
are not responsible for th> cpn:egicnces that acts of govern-
mental interference mcy produce.

Please do nct hesitate to be in touch with us if
You have any questions, and kindly inform us of any changes
of address. Should you wish us to forward mail to your
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do s0. There
will be several people travelling there in the coming months.

Sincerely.yours,

S\aMNO 2wl

Cora lleiss

12
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COMMITTEE OF \/ISON
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietn:
365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 212 (549 4473)

October 30, 1970 (212) 2651450

CABLE ADDRESS: ‘ _

COLIAFAM
Co-c‘airmen: Dear families,

Dove Dellingar . _ .

Cora Weiss .- This letter is being sent to all families of

confirmed prisoners of war in North Vietnam as a

Teaasurer: general information memo to respond to the many

Mrs. Anne Bennett QUestlions we have received in recent weeks. Kindly
excuse the form, but so many of your concerns are

Committee simlilar that we thought this more efficlient. We are
Richord J. Barnert €NCloSlng air letters for your use. One letter a month’
Rennie Davis is still allowed. Kindly seal all letters sent thru |

Modeline Duckles ~ the Committee of Liaison, and staplé or clip photos -
Prof. Richard Folk iNside the letter form. We have no interest in seeing
Rev. Richord Fernandd?a1l . ' :

Norman Fruchter . A 6élégati:‘m of'lawy'érs is leaving shortly fpr '
*Maggie Geddes =~ & Vvislt to the DRV. They have expressed willingness
Steve Holliwell ~, O carry mail with them. Anyone wishing to availl

Prof. Donold Kalish themselves of this opportunity should have mail in
Stewart Meachem our office no later than Nov. 7. We guarantee only
Prof. Beo Seitzmon that the mail will arrive safely in North Vietnam
Prof. Franz Schurmanndld W1ll be delivered to the appropriate authorities.

Ethel Taylor We have no way of guaranteeing that the prisoners
*Borbaro Webster will get each letter. That is beyond our ability.
Trodi Young However, if the mail conforms to the regulations we
have no reason to doubt its delivery. We believe that
*srafi from what we have been told by families, there 1is

some delay, even risk, in sending mail thru pospal
routes. Much of the mail sent has obviously gotten
thry, but some has been returned, or may wait for
long perilods for irregular flights. The Vietnamese
are using hand delivery only for getting mall to*
the US because of the risky and unpredictable postal
channels. Mall has been delayed and has taken months
to arrive. They now wait for delegations to bring it.
Last month we sent 250 letters to North Vietnam with a group. All
malil presently in the office will be delivered with the next group.
As of now, over 1600 letters have been received since Dec. We do not
know why some men have written more frequently than others. We also
do not know if the 1list of 335 menannounced in April is final for
those being held by the North Vietnamese. When asked by rfamily members,
we have inquired about specific servicemen for whom there is substantial
evidence of their capture. When we have a reply we will, of course.
let the families know. It is our understanding that until there 1s
Some movement in Parls to respond to the proposals put forward by
Mme. Binh on Sept. 17, there will be no further move vis-a-vis pow's.
That is, until the two conditions are met; setting a fixed date for

ALL INFORMATIOR CONTATNED
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the total withdrawal of all US forces from Vietnam, and
agreeing to withdraw support from the Thieu Ky Khiem regime,
they will not be willing to discuss the prisoner 1lssue.
They have mede 1t clear that they view this 1ssue as part
of the overali solution to the .war, and it cannot be dealt
with separately. Upon fixing that date and agreeing to
withdraw support, prisoners from both DRV as well as those
beling held by the NLF in the South, willl be released. They
do not have to wait for the completion of withdrawal of
troops.

Many articles, comics, newsletters have appeared on
the subject of prisoners. We thought you might be interested

tv+ in seelng the enclosed which may shed more light on this

subject. Mr. Van Dyke is an international lawyer currently
on staff at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institu-
tions, Santa Barbara, Callf. He was formerly employed in
the State Department working on the matter of prisoners.

We send these along because they provide facts and a point
:of view not frequently seen in a discussion of this topic.

We appreciate beirig kept. informed as to your changes
of address, and continue to welcome your questions. We hope
you continue to remember that we are here, not there, have
no authority in handling prisoner affairss and have tried
to maintain a clear and efficlient -and reliable channel for
communication between you .and your spns and husbands. We
1ook forward to the end of our task, for that will represent
© . America's agreement to conclude the war and the releaae of

theé prisoners. . ;

R 4

Sincerely yours

Y - ‘ : t'l o -"6“‘“ "/(-/("'~ ‘%7"’0
T Mrs. Cora Weiss

. P.S. We expect ofther delegations will be invited to
North Vietnam in December and through the winter months.
Any maill arriving after Nov. 7 will be held for the next

'Eroup.

14



G 0' ] (Addressee)

#) Ttn (Nome in ll):

ol Lind (Service number): ...
wt YA usAY s (Dare & place of birth):

#A oul (Address):

TRAI GIAM PHI CONG M? B} BAT T4l
NUOC VIET -NAM DAN CHO C{NG HOA

VIA MOSCOW, USSR (Comp of detention for US. pilots captured
in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM)

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON
with Fomilies of Servicemen Detoined in North Vietnam

NGUO'I GUI (Adiresser)

) Tt (Nome in full):

A ol (Address):

15



MAY VET (Dated) ... e S

L '] ﬂi’l IN.B.:

1. Pudi vibt 10 vh chl dwoe vikt Wrén vhimg ddng kb sk (Wree
legibly end only on the knes),

2. Trong ther ¢hi duge néi vi tinh hinh stéc khés vh tiad hinh
gia dioh (Write only sbout health and family).

- tthmrﬁﬁnm:phﬂm.ﬁnnln.uunnkﬂm
N,
e
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- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -

Memorandum

TO : .
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) DATE: 11/23/70
FROM e . A e 2P & /LPrv-2—

R “ SAC, sm'rfnr..r: (100-30385) (P)
sunjzc"r:’ d

OMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN R - PN

NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) e 16 N aSSLE LYY

IS - MISC , ot o3B3 29

- REGISTRATION ACT R A -&n >
-7 00: NEW YORK Powimd g4 &5

? J _ Re Seattle airtel and LHM 8/31/70. Seattle
% ; letter 9/3/70. Bureau letter 10/12/70.
A 7 )
82 ) Enclos Bureau are eleven (11) copies

: | Enclosed for the
and for New York three (3) copies of an LHM concerning
captioned matter.

X,

-5 . The LHM is class&;ed "Conf&tlal“ in view of
o the request of some of the Ihterviewees to protect the
T information for fear of retribution against their rela-
tives who are POWs in Hanoi.

- LEAD
SEATTLE DIVISION
At Seattle, Washington
? ' Will follow and report additional interviews 9
with relatives -of POWs orth Vietnam, -y, /
ol Gddagd REC-23 7
2 - Bureaw (Enc. 11)
-»J 3 - New York (100-168469) (Enc. 3) (REG)R NOV 3¢
i = tle :
- Lq. & ¢ ! _‘\X’,

Copy to_dldr= Lps =8
by routing slip for
g-Info O aclion
s
date 4 bw
by

Lf‘?{ ' o e ),
\ } .
DEC 81970 e

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMLENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Seattle, Washington

In Reply, Plaase Refer w0 November 23, 1970 BONELLR NP Il

File No.

KE: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN

i NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM)
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Set out hereafter are the results of interviews
with various relatives of alleged Prisoners of War ‘(POW) in
North Vietnam. Some of the persons interviewed indicated
a fear of retribution on their relatives who may be POWs

and they requested that this information be handled dis-
creetly.

prT TNTIRMATINN TONTIIVED
e o emeaITIUED pe
s - 4 &
"4u\gxr- 1L
cM34s, 51

This document ‘contains neither
recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your divetvdcd—frem-ratomadi c

agency: it and its contents are —Sowngrading—tndue
not to be distributed outside

your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

d// hm&) 2812 -7 Dote_September 17, 1870
!
/ b
mber 10, 1970, Mr, and Mrs.
were coq;gg;gg_gt their home,

Mr. is emploved as a

Hrs.* who appeared more familiar with the
details of this er of which inquiry was being made,
furnished the following information:

bre

Sh 1 _M have hildren, a daughter
and a son. U.S. Air Force,
their son, g missions over
Vietnam and on U.S. Air Force notified
the parents tha had been shot down and
might be a captive o Vietnamese. She understood
this information was from a broadcast by the North Vietnamese
from Hanoi. Immediately thereafter, the North Vietnamese
released a news photo of thelr son. In the photo also were
two other U.S. Air Force pilots, Colonel JAMESHUGHES of
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and Colonel GORDON ALBERT,LARSON of
San Antonio, Texas.

—

M Mr s . recZived their first letter
from ctober, 1967, It was rwarded
throu as erlin, Germany, photographery Heynowski
and Scheuman. The letter was sent special delivery with
a cover letter from the photographlc firm to the effect ¢t ey ,
had been ll'l mmo nd had pncfégf'ar:n OI bZ|
and asked if the wanted it.

. then contacted th 1r Force Casualty 1ce,
o Air Force Base, Texas. where they have frequently been 1n
oy contact with Colonel GRATCH, the Deputy Commander there,

o and asked what they should do. They were instructed to answer
Heynowski and Scheuman and request the photograph which they
did. The photographic firm wrote again, but did not send
the plcture, but said, however, they were 301ng to publish

e m E dele o [ Yy 2 \-.-A.I. | § QPN _-

a DUOK on 50‘5"% I?F( ‘WF{ R‘R‘F;‘A‘nw IJ-I‘““‘:H ne.Lu in ROTTN VvVieTnam
B WJiv

HERE1Y 15 UNCLASSIFL
DATE 7P3JA3 By 1??_
puﬂmﬂ pe- Bof
* Washington

iy 2

bY_Dolo diclated 9/11/70

This document cantoins neithe ndations nor conclysiont of the FBL It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned 10 your agency;

it and ity conlenis ore notlo be d *d ovhide your ogency.
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and requested pictures o family, etc.

This request was ignored b e .L'V’
The next letter received fror-

was upon the release of some U.S. prisoners by North Vietnam

in February, 1968. The letter was brought back by some
Americans who received the prisoners. There was & cover

letter withmietter and sent also were
copies of news ases ta n Hanoi announcing the release
of the prisoners. They fo}J}d not recall who sent this 1ezter.

|
The third letter received froniiiEEEE
was about May, 1968. It came by regulamal'! in & pm

envelope. t had postmarks of Hanoi and New York City.
Mrs. does not think the letter was addressed by her
son, e F e ualty Off:u:e said it appeared

uu.b was nanawm.tlng. She never knew who
sent thi E! ! F
¢
1968 th"M received a letter
from hrougbr riends Service
2 € ennsylvan:.a The co tter
etts, Benyenue Avenus, .I

Callfomla— and” ACHAM 6Y the American

ee. b'-)-

L”‘ A further letter was received from "
which was most peculiar in source. They are Cataln it was

in their son's handwriting and it was sent to them apparently

by som blication in Brazil. The cover letter
D w1thm note bore the letterhead "JORNAL DO
B : BRASIT), A, K10 de Janeiro," It was dated October 8,

L?k 1968, and signed "M. F. do NASCIMENTO 0." The letter
Si!,liq. "One of our 1ouma] 19.1-1:- ANTONT ALLADO has 31":1-

e e e = ww AL R I Rte F o

returned from North Vietnam today and was the bearer of this

with the Committee of Liaison wrthm=ram Servicemen
detained in North Vietnam which, Mrs .ﬂsaid, is
usually referred to as the Committee () son. They had

two more letters from their son in June, 1969, which were
received via regular mail, but written on North Vietnamese

g letter. e
' _ Nelther Mr. nor Mrs._have had any contact

stationery, apparently furnished by the prison or camp of
detention. It was a form type with spaces for the sender



both !htnneu and !:nnhh. f‘!lun two letters, received
June 12,°ané 13, 1969, ‘apparently mere in the original
snvelope, both postmarked in Berlin i one postmarked in
Fort m. tcxu ulo. uhieh the! 4o, not understand.

" e
“On Aug\ut 11, 1!6!. %he received another
tu‘mthcirm ich wvas s em by RENNIE

the releasf of some more prisoners from North 17
They firs ceived a telegram from DAVIS who -
as RENNARD C VIS and then the letter froa
: 'mwu received in an envelope with the printed .
' ad of the National Mobilization Committee to End the
& War in 'i.tn“' 339 Mflyttt. Street, New York eity-
L" RENNARD €. DAVIS' name was under the return address on the
cnnlopo
.- It was shortly after then that th” received
a uysterious ghone call vhich they still bellieve was some
crank Sr possible extortion attempt. It apparently was from
the East Coast as they received {t during the early morning
hours.» Some man asked for a girl with a German sounding

name and when to erson was known, the
caller said that name and address and
phone number had girl's purse. The call

o vas very peculiar, the operator broke in for “ason

fre

' ‘-l and the connection was broken. WMNr. and Mrs. never
learned what significance, if any, this call 7 c.

° N
" The next letter received fmm was
at Christmas time, 1969. Actually the ers
received just bofon Christmas. One, December 20, 1969,
Jd no cover letter, but was in an envel of the organization
strike Tor Peace, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, they
,‘inlhn .S under the organization gn the envelope -
AYLOY,” They understood ETHEL TAYLOR had been to
WEISS, but had returned b-rou MEISS, ©On
another letter was received from ’Ccptdn
in at Hanol ‘and on Deceaber B8, still
. Cuwlopq of ‘the Anerican Friends
dh had nnh;of CORA VEISS #n ft.

e _
,zn“é’mnuiud cnother
in a cover ope of the

INeTe Was nD Cover letter nor name
 the oonittn. The committee has
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sent them a form letter describing how to write to éﬂ1=

American prisoners of war in Hanoi were some
forms to use, similar to the type has used
'VU ite to them from his camp of ention, rs.

resents this effort to instruct her how to write

on s0 she threw the forms away. They all had the
return address of the Committee of Liaison. She maintains
that as long as the U.S. Postal Service is in operation

she intends to attempt to communicate with her son in that
fashion and has done so regularly every month, but she has
received no acknowledgment that any of her letters have been
received since 1968, He has acknowledged a letter he

i received about Christmas time, 1967, but not during 1969,
1&; nor since has she received any acknowledgment he received

- her letters. However, in 1969, he acknowledged he received
a Christmas pacxage for Christmas, 1868, and he has
acknowledged elvxng a package sent August B, 1969.

e 1970, long wit
and Hrs. both of
wen aris der somewhat spons ip of the

—~ Chamber of Commerce in an effort to obtain information
through the North Vietnames regardin
//iﬂiiiiened relatlves. Mrs. husband,

1366, aﬁd*
f Liaison, Mrs.a#
was missing in aftion
1969, when the U.S.
prisoner of war. Mrs.
) first heard from him in April, 1970, and the letter
T ugh the Committee of Liaison. The Air Force
R & ffice at Randolph Air Force Base called Mrs.

' ' and said the Committee of Liaison had asked for
B # her address. This was in March, 1970, and she received a

letter from him in April, 1970, and again in May, 1970.

ne Whi in Paris, Mrs. and the two other
ladies fromhtalked to the french Red Cross about
attempting ion of the condition and status of the
prisoners, but the women were asked if they had contacted
"The North Vietnamese Delegation in New York." Knowing that
North Vietnam has no embassy nor other delegation in the

Imi+ad Q+atae +ha Rad Prace vanvrvacantativa wae acslkad i F
Wil e Wi Ubn“g’ il FAl—A"] ik W A'GFAFBGIII-HI-"G Lo -1~) - 3= R S V] o &

it was meant the Committee of Liaison, and it was learned
that this is the representative of North Vietnam referred
to. They were referred to the Committee of Liaison for .
information.
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In their efforts to get information at the North
Vietnamese Embassy in Paris, they were permitted only to
talk to some secretary who again suggested they contact the
Committee of Liaison in New York City. From Paris the women
went to Stockholm, Sweden, -and sought information through
the North Vietnamese Embassy there, and were in' referred
to the Committee of Liaison in New York, The Lz_,_
have received no letters from since n.

L3¢ Mrs. advised that she is in contact with
Tany other mothers and wives of American servicemen held
pris i Vietnam. Specifically, she meptioned
mentio ove, who 14 ['u

has received
four Ietters through the Committee of She had
been told by the Air Force her husband was a POW. He has

b lg€ipg s5i November, 1967. ‘Also there is M
of Washington, whose husbmd,#Lzé
15 a POW has received letters throug
, ommittee of Liaison, the first one being about Christmas,

- 1%969.

| & Y2
L ve are all relatives of Air Force prisoners
' but Mrs .ﬂsaid there is a m h of

in the S ) ashington, Mrs.
S

Washington, whose pris 'n?er" son is U
P

Mrs.?advised that she has no misgivings
about the publ y and propaganda aims of the Committee of
Liaison and she steadfastly refuses to attempt communication
with her son through that organization. She naturally,
will accept any correspondence from her son through any source.
Her reluctance in this regard is somewhat prompted by a

i f.the very first letters she received from

o ST : :
when he cautioned her not to join any
-pelag grou!s-. No correspondence from the Committee of
Liaison has taken on the nature of any harassment and in
fact they have received no letters direct from the organization
T other than the form letter and the suggested forms for use

in writing to the prisoner as described above herein. No one

conne i the Committee of Liaison has ever contacted
the in person.

i:.,,

— : — - . -
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furnished the Jo“mim 1nmo_ ! : -
—_—— ' T el .

- ince promoted H -
and was shot down in Nort

v flying a combat mission for

. carried as missing in action by
L;LJVthe Air Force until 1968, when the casualty office
of the U. S. Air For ndolph Air Force Base, Texas, no-

tified her of a change in his status stating he had been
identified as one of the prisoners being held by North Vietnam.

She was advised that he had been identified by one

©f three prisoners released in February of that year, pa-
rently one of the three men released saw in
& camp of detantion in North Vietnam. oy

_ 3 &
: Hré. ?ea'd nothing further of nor from her
husband until Marc

y 1970, when she received a mysterious
‘telegram from the Committee of Liaison With Families of Ser-

vicemeh Detained in North Vietnam (CO e telegram
was mysterious in that it wished Mrs. a happy birth-
day, and it was on or near her birthday, © has never

learned how the committee found this out, It is possible her
Lﬂ"husband mentioned this to someone or to one of his captors,

but in any event, the telegram said a letter had arrived from
Hanoi, and that mail from her busband was enroute,

Rtk

Then on April 22, 1979, she received a letter from
her husband with a cover letter from COLIFAM, and in an en-
velope of that organization. The cover letter was signed by

CORA WE and DELLINGER. This was ‘a mimeographed letter

and Mrs. got the impression that probably many like

it was se L h letters from prisoners in North Vietnam.
7¢ '

Just prior to April 22, 1970, however, she received
a letter om COLIFAM dated April 27, 1970, which was signed
STEVEN E/BALIWELL and said that Reverend RICHARDERNANDEZ,

member of the committee, had returned that day and brought
back some letters. The letter received from her husband in

5
Ltk
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April, 1970, was dated by him March 39, 1979, and was a six-
line form on paper apparently furnished by the camp of deten-

tion. . ' Lz &

Shortly thereafter, on April 29, 1970, nrs.—
received a postcard and a letter, a six-line letter, dated

December 13, 1969, which was received in a cover letter d
envelope of/COLIFAM. The letter was signed by BARBA BSTER
and MAGGIE/ GEDDER, stating that the letters had just drrived

and had come with acket of othera, This wags somewhat
curious to Mrs .*as there had been no prior notice
. L?" L‘Zc—

The next letter received by Mrs — from her
husband was May 14, 1970, and dated by her BUSDANG January 17,
1970, It was received with a cover letter of COLIFAM dated
May 13, 1970. It said that date they had received two packages
of letters totalling 156, but they had been mailed a month
apart, There was no explanation for the delay. This letter
was signed by BARBARA WEBSTER. Lre

On May 4, 1970, Hrs.qhad received a mimeo-
graphed letier from the committee unsigned, but was in memoran-
dum form from Reverend RICHARD FERVANDEZ, a member of the commit-

tee, who stated he had just returned April 20, 1970, from a
three week trip to Laos and “ .. North Vietnam. This memorandum

gave instructions for writing to persons in detantion and sug-
gesting the committee be used for this purpose, but Mrs.*
? e

has not.

Another letter from her husband was received June
29, 1970, when this was a seven-line note on a form, apparently
provided by the camp of detention., This was airmailed from New
York through COLIFAM. Her husband had dated this letter lMay
29, 1970. The cover letter of COLIFAM was signed by BARBARA
WEBSTER and related that this letter had been received along
in a group of 105 letters from servicemen detained in North
Vietnan. L’k

Hrs.madvised on September 21, 1979, she
received another =1ine note from her hushand dated June
25, 1979. It was postmarked September 18, 1977, and was sent

with a cover letter of the committee dated that date., This
letter was in mimeograph-type- form also,
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The only other time lﬁrs._has had any
contact with the committee or similar group was in December,
1969. The address of the American Friends Service Committee
had been furnished her by the State Department, and it had
been suggested to her by the State Department of a possible
source of communication with her husband. She had no know-
ledge then it was other than a Quaker or Friends organization.
She sent a letter to her busband through the American Friends
Service Committee. This organization responded, acknowledging
receipt of the letter stating that it was hoped that it could
be delivered. This was December 15, 1969, Lre

Correspondence with other groups Mr R]F has
received was January 20, 1970, when ROGER G.’g‘- RICKSON
apparently writing for LOUIS W, SCHNEIDER, Associate Execu-
tive Secretary of the American Friends Service Committee,
stated that he had been to North Vietnam from December 26,

1969, to January 9, 1970, and was able to deliver to the
Vietnam  Committee for Solidarity With American People (VIETMY).
about 507 letters from relatives in the U. S. prior to depar-
ture, and that he had been given 69 letters from 64 prisoners,
and in keeping with the North Vietnamese request, those letters
had been given to the Committee of Liaison With Families of
Sorvicement Detained in North Vieinam, 365 West 4Z2nd Stireet,
New York City, for transmittal to the individual addressees,
2&- .

ms;gadvised that although she regularly
writes to her husban rough regular mail channels, she has
never sent a letter through COLIFAM,

bre
From letters received by her husband 8 t
possible yet to détermine if letters from Mrs. are
being received regularly by her husband. In two ietiers, he
has acknowledged packages sent in December, 1969. 1In the
March, 1970, letter he acknowledged the December, 1969, package.

In the letter she received September 21, 1972, her
hugband acknowledged an earlier letter, but she cannot tell
which one he referred to, because she has told him twice that
she has sold one of their cars, and he mentioned that he was
glad she did.

In the letter received April 22, 1970, he said to

P
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tell his mother, Happy Birthday. Actuall her had

passed away some months earlier, and Mrs has told

him repeatedly in letters that the mother ha , but he

has not mentioned it whatever, so she is certain that not all

Al haw Tattaveo ava satéddnrw fheaneeh A him
Wi A% L AV LRLVID ALY 5““‘“5 BHLUVUEBME W Al

He asked her once to send some pictures, and she
already had, but she does not know whether he was trying to
tell her he got the pictures or trying to say that they had
been removed before he got the letter, No letter sent to
him has ever been returned. She has not been harassed by
COLIFAM, and the extent of her correspondence is as described
above.

10



FO 07 M. 4-15-64) ) . )

- =7

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION qemensnsiii
]
M Hre R EO 1A

Date___10/1/79

b §
e NS
furnished the following infor on:

Lr*

Her husband um U. s.
Alr Force. He has been oner of war in NO Vietnanm

for about five years. He was shot down and ured in P
North Vietnam while flying a combat mission 1965.

E He was considered as missing in action until
&

1969, when the casualty office of the U. 8. Alr Force at
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, telephoned her and told her
the status of her husband had been changed from missing in
action to prisoner of war. This was done with no explana-
tion as to the reazon, and shortly-thereafter, a letter of
confirmation to this effect was received from the Air Force.

i r X o

¥ o Mrs .mlaard absolutely nothing from nor

o ' regarding her n ubsequently until April, 1970, when

% 2 Colonel GRATCH of the casualty office at Randolph Air Force
R Base called her and stated that CORA WEISS of the Committee

_ of Liaison With Families of Servicemen Detained in North
ik Vietn had called the casualty office ssking for
Mrs. address and phone number and indicating that —

e, had some knowledge of a letter possibly

L2e

P Colone} GRATCH stated he needed Hrs.m
—_— pernission to furnish them her address and pho num n

suggested that she do so, so nhe did, and she then telephoned

CORA WEISS at the committee headquarters in New York City,
g’ who said the committee had heard that North Vietnamese offi-
EE cials in Hanoi had released the names of some prisoners being
' detained, and that name was among them, and
that there was a le . h‘ '

o The next day, the 3pokesman-Review newspaper at
Spokane called Mrs m:::d said that the information
it regarding her husba custody had been on the wire
services. 2<
ALL INFORMATION CONTATRED
HEREIN 15 YNCTASSIFIES é.,‘_

e
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Shortly thereafter, Hrs.? received a
letter written by her husband in a prisoner of war camp in
North Vietnam, which was sent to her vis a cover letter on
printed stationary of the COLIFAM, and in their envelope
mailed from New York City. .

- The letter written by her husband was on a form
used in the detention camps and wes dated by her husband in

March, 1970. The cover letter of COLIFAM was signed by =
staff member of COLIFAM, whose identity Mrs. *v could

not recall. Lol‘ 16

In May, 1979, Mrs .wreceived another
letter from her husband thro . It came in an
envelope of the committee also, and with a cover letter

signed by someone she assumes was a staff member of the
committee.

. e

nrs.H eard nothing further from her hus-
band until this e, september 21, 1970, when she received
another letter from her husband sent by the committee with
their cover letter, which was a mimeographed note signed by
CORA WEISS, and explained that the letter would have been
sent sooner, but that it, along with others, had been con-
fiscated by U. 5. muthorities. ‘2

=

It mentioned an incident Mrs. ﬁhad read
about in the local newspaper, which reporte ARTHUR

~SCHEER had been to Hanoi and brought the letters back, but

they were confiscated by U. S. Customs, but eventually re-
turned. The letter from COLIFAM was dated September 18,
1970, and bore the return address 365 West 42nd Street, New
York City.

'7?
urs.m;tated she had read or had heard
from news reports HUR SCHEER had gone with ten Black

Panther Party members to Algiers, where they, along with
ELDRIDGE CLEAVER, Black Panther Party member fugitive, had
gone to North Korea, Communist China and to North Vietnam
and had brought the letters back to the United States.
2 e~

Mrs. tated that the alleped verifica-
tion of the number OI prisoners being held in North Vietnam

12



