anilias of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam
;ss West 420d Street, Now York, N.Y. 10036

@Q12) 7651453

lll;r i 1970

m nav. niohnd remndez R
301 The Tamllies of the 335 presently conrir:ed
prisoners held in North Vietnan
kS _4@: nformetion on oorreapondence with prisoners

{h April 20th I returned from a three-week trip tc
" i Isos and North Vietnam., In North Vietnana I s-cas
Rickerd J. Bament . = with officisls responsidble for communication betwesa
Rennie Dovis . pilots beld in detention there and their facilies
Modeline Duckios here, The following information was emphssized to
Prof. Richord Felk . me by the North Vietnamese authorities and xe are

Rev. Richord Fernendez B
irkiany anxious to make sure that you lré‘auare of it: _
"‘“"‘;‘mj ) The 'gietnamae recoumend that families use the
[ ] e - - -
5""’ . Doneld Kilish - : sir-letter form {enclosed) for corresponience
Stewart Meschem -+ R) Communioation to pilots should be limited to

Proi. Bea Seitzmen
;. Peef. Franz Schormena

_Ethel Teyler 3) Pilots sre sllowed to receive one letter per
Berbare Webster month and one paokgge every other month (not
Tredi Young over six pounds in weight).

. sl -mtontion Camp suthorities have aszid that they do not .
i - _ uhh to rccol.ve uveral letters and/or paclcn ses per
e : - wouth for & given pillot frou different weabers of ths
Same family, Fasmilies should make srrangeuments for
ltermtin; httors uob nonth ir du‘rerent neabars

1'!

. .. watters of family and health.

‘Toruand, they will not feel
;pa kages ‘tbot odbar

'o ln lnotber enval epe

2" Sbould definitely te Iin-

t $o the Comittee of Lisizco
fix stoups as we geni leiter:

ard paclusu for ra..u tes.

1, M‘lu Doun of Cornell University snd I

mt ult th ree l‘lots: Odr. Robert Schweltzer of Lemoore, Calilornia;
: ter Wy of Virginia Boach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller ¢
Saula na, Cslilor

13, The fhree wen were in good health, arc s:::é
”\.‘ 'ﬁ\aﬂ Aatlw e ] -qﬂﬂm m-'l'.h‘l.‘ ﬂ‘hﬂ three n(ln"s z2&-
8 tha;' 2d tting




rmuuf-' and ssked that packages include tollet articles end canned
foods. _h_pnrttouhr they mentioned sosp, shaving cresn {no vazors
‘or blades), toothpeste, powdered wilk and cream, instant ccffes and

' non-elfing candy. _ They said they do not need clothes. -

. “#h my discusalons with She Yietnsm Committee of Solidarity
o the American People, the Committee of Lisison's contact in Nerih
- Wietn we confirmad that s December over S00 letters have beed

-sent from Hanol throu the Coomittee of Lisison, Of those, 155 :
letters are still mn ir way from Hanol to Tanilies here. :

. We hope that this {nformstion elarifies some aspects of correspondeTc:
‘ for you. If you have suy further questions please do not hesitate
. to oontact us, S : — ‘ - o
e j 3 ; ‘ 3




COMMITTEE OF LIAISON
wlth Families of Serwcemen Detained in North Vietrn

(212) 765-14

W }é Z&/;h«- k«t?J

Richerd J. Bainett _
Renaie Dovis |
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Eshe! Toyler R 4 I L
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_ SSI._ At ﬁ.ut he was hportcd as being
v-inltnl‘tn—"étlon and Tive sonths later, the Department
:;o:l)\. Favy notified _hu-'that he vas & prisoner of war

»:#:

i

% the htter pu't of 1969, ODRA WEISS

and ETHEL TAY of the Women's Strike for Peace visited
Hanoi and brought back with them a letter from her :
husband. They mailed it to her. Shs recalled receiving
this on Christmas Eve of last year.

- ‘The day before that her husband was on a
radic broadcast from Hanoi and the National Broadcasting
Company notifi.a her.

On April 15, 1970. her husband was again on &
radio broadcast from Hanci wishing her birthday greetings.

On April 19, 1970, Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ

ﬁ‘ '.“n- r‘m“v#-- n‘ " $mmm ““-‘u '--‘1 3-- -‘ ﬂgm‘f.‘—-n .
wa L 1. d H‘-‘- Wil WA Wil i WELLLSP APRRE Y b e AN A

Detained in in llox'th Vietm (COLIFAM), 1:.10 honcd her fm
San Francisco stating he had v:lcitcd Hanoi with DOUGLAS
F. DOWD, a professor in the Department of Ec
Cornell Univcuity. FERNANDEZ talked with Mrs
for 35 minutes. He gave his Phihdelphia talep ne
number as 21'& - !:V 7 15131.

brc




4
.
-

x ?BRIM‘NDBZ ﬂh’tod that they met 1n' a large room
m there were three ‘tables and the prison commander was

T present. Two-thirds of the conversation was about the peace
‘movement which was motivated mofe dy the prisoners than by

FERNANDEZ and DOWD. ‘The three men were mentally alert.
men had read books by JAMES GARBIN and DR. SPOCK and

The

“4he pilots ware being sducated with anti-war literature.
!‘ERNANDEZ told her that the prisoners hated the war and also

" mentioned reading literature like "I Protest™. He said :

- that 335 men were receiving mail. The men would be allowed

to receive packages but they wanted no clothing. They did
want groonin; articles, canned focd, candy, etc.

.« The men discussed their daily routine which
included recreation, siestas, a doctor every morning and
1igtening to Radio Hanoi. The men sent © their L -
wives. FERNANDEZ said that her husband looked P7
the best of the three and weighed about d he
mentioned that he had not been injured.

Under date of April 28, 1970, she received a
letter from D. F. DOWD, Departunt ‘of Economics, Cornell
University, Ithaca, New York. In the letter, DOWD stated
that he had seen her husband along with FERNANDEZ, but was
not aware of actually what FERNANDEZ had already  toldher.

B After contacting a representative of the Department

~Of the Navy, she telephoned DOWD. DOWD told her that the

three prisoners that and FERNANDEZ talked to were lively
and friendly and wanted ths war ended sc¢ they could get home.
s mentioned that the 3 otm was in an adminietration

: pe %0 be ¥un down as aanoi. :l.s wding

with mn which 1utcd

s h mantioned that the meeting

- A ‘the detention camp. -
3se never interrupted them
sever, they had all been advised
ity of th‘ prinon o v‘hure

AR

1tated.th¢t the North Vietnamese official
_in the air the men were considered enemies
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‘but on the ground th-y were Qonnidcrod and treated as human
beings. The North Vietnamegs stated that these three particular
risoners had been cooperative, but that there were others

Who were dissident and consequently were not treated so well.
““The North Vietnamese spokesman stated they hoped the State
“Department and Lt. ROBERT FRISHMAN were “happy” for what they
got. DOWD also stated that according to the North Vietnamese
""spokesman the Red Cross did not have to inspect the POW camps

"~ as Hanoi was accepting responsidbility for protection of the prisone:
' They also stated that the North Vietnamese people are programmed
to hate policy makers but not the victims of the war.

In her conversation with FERNANDEZ and DOWD, neither
of them discussed how the organization COLIFAM was organized.

She stated that she had been contacted by a NEIL
WEDDERMAN (PH) of the House Internal Security Committee who
asked her questions about her husband, but she has not been
subpoenaed to testify before that Commzttee.

She related that she has no intention of dealing
with anyone from COLIFAM and has no intention of cooperating
with anyone having communist leanings.

She stated that i{n January, 1970, she received a
two-pagat mimeographed “information sheet" from COLIFAM setting
forth b..kground, functions of the committee, clarification
and "Who We Are". .

. Under date of May &, 1970, she received a two-paged
mimeographed letter from R.verend RICHARD FERNANDEZ under
the latterhead of the Committee addressed to "The Families

pf the 335 preuntly oonfirmed priscners held in North
htmi" . "The ﬁic of the letter was 'Infomtion on

A W S W ey

] -

ter it tlb ‘st fbrth'that Invartnd

turned that day from & two-week

htm. and bx-oudﬂ: ‘Dack “the oncloud *
taing'h.ld 4n
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_ Jengthy interviews with SCHWEITZER,

enclosed air-letter forms". The letter transmitted several
" 7 of these forms for the messages. - o -

E- Hrs“ho added that under date of Tanuary ‘2 <
E., 22, 1870, she received an invitation from CORA WEISS, a

=3 leader of the Women's Strike for Peace, to att ress

T conference in Washington, D. C.; however, Mrs did
not attend. _

. - She stated that ever since learning that her
husband was a POW, she has written a letter every month
through the regular postal mail service to Hanoi. 1In
addition, she has also written several other letters to
her husband when the Navy has notified her that somecne
was going to Hanoi such as Mrs. TAYLOR, FERNANDEZ or a
Quaker missionary.

She stated she has never corresponded with
COLIFAM and has talked with no one person affiliated with
them other than FERNANDEZ. ‘ 2¢
related that she would be willing to
¢ in & court of law.

- Mrs
testify to the a

w

X MILLER and CRD WILBER. The
‘. Jetter . also indicated “he also was advised by North Vietnamese
‘authorities that families should write letters monthly on the
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L June ik 1970, 1atue of 'Thn V1rg1n1¢n~
,_?ilot " a Mly newspaper published in Norfolk, Virginia,
,contained an sight page special section entitled
*POW - MIA." Among other things, it contains the results
of interviaws with several POW wives in the Virginia
Beach - Norfolk area as well &8 an article pertaining
%o COLIFAM. That article which is captioned, "A ™osen
fhw tread l‘Produetivl Path” ruads as follous. (TRUE COPY)

"HEH YORK - Anemcan antiwar activist Cora _
Weiss finds it easy to deal with the North Vietnamese.

‘She and self-proclaimed Communist David
Dellinger are co-chairmen of the antiwar coalition
known as the Committee of Liaison with Families of
“American Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam.

- The committee has been chosen by the North
B Vietnamese government as a channel for information
- from American POWs to their families.

The diplomatic might of the United States
, _ hasn't been able to obtain similar information for
the families.

Mrs. Weiss, 36, becams an antiwar activist
"in 1961 when she formed the Women's Strike for Peace
to oppose U, S, involvement in Vietnam.

Mrs. Weiss, a Jewish mother of three, is a
housewife. She ;mdu&tcd from the University of
Wisconsin with a degree in nnthropology. She so.a.g
‘qun't alvnysrbun mtiuu- g : ‘

4, "
tment and h‘lioved in the idiocy of solvi.n;
disagreements through war. But now, 1 think_
United Nations 1s the St

and tcc‘hnological :
;:ri,gh ni.%"to m].____on amad*




rhnsbnndha-a .. She s8id he fled
rm $azi Germany to Austria before World War II.
.‘Mhen Sermany annexed Aultrit, she .nid he fled to
the thited States. . .

‘a. jomd}‘%‘ !J. 8. Am and 1ator was an
. intomgator in the dccnrtoliution bunch in o

" Hu Weiss &mcs t’hat -‘he il a Conunilt.

*I'ma non-communist,' she said. She and her
committee have been denounced for Communist associa-
tions. She said, 'When you don't have the facts
you make hysterical charges.'

She said she doesn't know that anyone in the
.- committee is a Communist. 'And I don't ask thenm,'
she added.

Mrs. Weiss said she wants the help of anyone
to help the committee meet its antiwar and prisoner
information goals.

) | ' An agreement for an exchange of informat
- o was worked out between the antiwar group and
North Vietnamese late last year.

e

1

io
the

On Jan. 15 thc comnittee was officialy forwmed.
‘Bhe said reachin; the agresment was sasy.

R fncl that there is no reason for them to
: y (with us). And they have kept

’ :-rﬂeennt gir.n.- th- o sl i‘..

drno:n than thay ’Mueed.

’muy seen hmudo a decision that thu
ited to g M,i‘n Shis area (of w—opnution

18- .Ihwbeenabh'f;'
- .1- la hﬂ.pln* fanilies ﬁnd outy
ds #ind fathers she said. '
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o "ﬂe are wvery pleassd to help. Tor example,
b ¢ r.ccntly called somsone in North Carolina. We'd
Just lsarned that the aanda! the houlc was a
oonfimd prisoncr. ;‘,-;:a :

ﬁhcn 1 callod thn wife ualn't home and the

dhild who answered ;he telephons was obviously a
:  tesn-ager. I told the child 'Your father is alive'
. md m two of us lblolutnly ultod into tears.

'It ccvtci.nly affects us as much as it does
them. The point is there is a great deal of '
emotional involvement and a great deal of gratifica-
tion. Of course there are going to be many disap-
pointments.

. The most important thing to me, however, is
that the men should be brought home. They know and
~ I know that the only way that is going to happen

is to cad the war.

'So while we work hard to relay information,
we are working increasingly harder at trying to
put pressure on the American government to withdraw
all troops from Southeast Asia.

‘Then not only will the prisoners come home,
but also the other 850,000 nn in South Vietnam,'
Mrs. Weiss said.

Initial contact with the North Vietnamese was
established late last year during the trial of
_ Dellinger and the Chicago Eight. Defense lawyer
~ William Xunstler went to Paris to meat with the
North ‘Vietnamese because Julius Roffman federal
udge ul{h" %Snnmpr luvc the oountry.

hat it uas appmnt to Xunstler
se 18 1ike to ahnnnnl infor-

North Yietnam in December to estadlish procedures
_I.'or relening infomtion md prisoners.




NF ibo-siaa

L enp, ﬂc tt taid thc North 'ictna-clc won't’
a&gotiat. the issue of PONWs until the U. S. makes
‘decision to end the war; issues a statement of

! ithdrawval of a1l troops; and agress to allow a
.ﬁ%%grovisionnl codlition.;ovtrnnsnt in South Vi.tnan.

..pr

 “Then, ‘'say the North Vietnamess, the fsste of
‘prisoners can be discussed as par‘t of th- ovnr—all
ﬂlution to tht VAT, ;

R

Because the North Vhtnmu, accordmg to
thea, appreciate the anguish and suffering of
families thcy couldn't wait for the U, S. to make
that move

o thav
e Thersfors they are sagsr to havse them

£
‘families) communicate with their sons us,' Mrs.
", Weiss said.

While in North Vietnam, the three women talked
with prisoners, visited the Hanoi Hilton {(the name
given Hanoi's showplace detention camp) and returned
with mail from 138 prisomrs, several who hadn't
been heard from before.

Upon their return to the U. S§., the Women's
Strike for Peace, Clergy and Laymen Concerned
about Vietnam, and American Friends Service Committee,
joined forcss.

Mrs. Weiss said the committee relies mostly
on volunteer workers. 3She estimated that the budget
for this yur wouldn't exceed $3,000. ‘Probably
1e i t'n 4 lot less than H. Ross '!'brot

s billions behind efforts
. be a 'meh more ssive
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A

“her committee communicates with the North
‘¥ietnamese Dy tolomph to Hanoi.  'It just takes
A day for a message to got to ilanoi. and bnck.

ih. caplalnod.r,‘

-

R

e
-

”!‘h- ocontact Cn .‘I’nni-h lr' a !_g a pitizens

A GRS WAFSE WA W R g R T - ‘---— - --— -

grdup. the Vietnam Committes for Solidarity with
- the American People,’ ) ﬂhich hl Conmuni.lt govern-
‘mant's dlessing. .

Mail is brought out whenever a member of the
committes returns from North Vietnanm.

Rev. Richard Fernandez, executive director of
the Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam returned

ST e AT SmeVY S L

.~ to the U. S. Apr:ll 20 with 202 letters from American
POVs.

'He visited Laos, Cambodia, and North Vietnam
with Professor Douglas Dowd of Cornell Univcrsity
and Professor Noam Chompsky of Massachusetts Institute
of Technology.

Rev. Fernandez said that his group was the first

to obtain offic:lnl u. s. sanction to visit North
Vietham.,

" YMrs. Weiss said she entered llorth Vietnam
through Cambodia.

Sho described her visit to the Hanoi Hilton:
“'1 A!Qu_nd ;__ md. a mlhd-in series of

means they c‘hould
d éu—ur md‘,probably

“fedrooms with eight to 10 men in each.
vere made up with thin aattresses and mosquito



e Asked a‘bout lfatoﬁ;nf- fm U. 3. officialsﬁl
that the Hanol Hilton is just a showplace,

Mrs. Weiss said, *I'm aot in t positi.on to defend
. OP dony other nportl. - ,

‘She addcd, "Te h vory curious that the San

Francises Examinarn {Jan. 15 1970) Mp.nwl-.d that
the Army has p put a gag on nccntly released GIs.'

The article, a United Press International
dispatch from Saigon, reported that the Department
Of Defense had rofusad to rait recently released

" “prisoners who weren’t hostile to North Vietnam to
-~ talk to newsmen.

It pointed out that some of the previously
freed POWs spoke highly of their treatsent and
captors. 'One said he could never fight the

again,' according to the report.

Mrs. Weiss said she is skeptical of stories
being told by two former POWs, Navy Lt. Robert
Frishman and Seaman Douglas Hegdahl.

The nni’n have traveled fl\mual\anf the U. S.
telling a’bont -ittroatunt by the “North Vietnamese
‘captors. zulu oconference Sept. 2 at Bethesda,
Md., Naval Bospital, Frishman said that Lt. Cadr.
 Richard A. «stnttm ] ﬂm&mﬂs ware pulled out
because !u uruud to ar bsfore a press delega-
2ion and 1 M humn traatnnt. « 3

. "U.i:u' “ tdé 'joumnht. mpm t}mt thcy
. ‘seen any nvidnngn that Stratton has been

mans atu ronovod. o

) iaiﬁ she Hh1: hﬂa.a hurks
" d!ld ‘Bo;dl‘h are lntendod to inflnoncc




: *‘Ifyou can't hate the omny'you m't effectively
Justity a:_n_:m,‘ ‘she saia, - . .. -
r_”--lﬁbl.'ﬂhilt_ind Rcv;\?hrnandez llid:it is possible
}:.hat :o? prisoners will De released before the war

“They said m North Vietnamese were 'dj._nppointcd
} the _rgichun and !_‘ll_cg_dqml.‘_ stories of torture.

They said that is whﬁ'otherl haven't already
been released. :

: 'There is a possibility,' Mrs. Weiss said.
‘We (the committes) can't do something they (the
North Vietnamese) don't want to do yet. They know

. -+~ we are here and waiting. After Frishman, they aren't
in the mood to release more prisoners.'"

M




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 5730770

L BUVISSY TASE ahs 13 t

nited Stntu Havy, who

L3 %dC LA) Jover Rorth Vittnu on -

!mi hoﬂ t'ha tollwin; lufomt:lon- -

_‘Sopte-bor 23, lﬂl" _*c‘he aeeonpanlcd lcvml
A and went 8 ce. These other women
California, wife of a 4
National e of ‘7
es of American ers theast Asi <
’ c-‘.l!.fomh. wife of a M
Maryland, wife of a MIA;
a, wife of a MIA; and Mr.
esota, father-in-law of a MIA Marine.
y spoke with three re imuntativu of the North Vietnamese
government. "They took with them letters framPOW and MIA
families all over the United States. The met with them for -
three hourd. The North Vietnamese told the group to
return to the United States, join peace groups and await
word from Hanoi concerning their husbands. eir intention
in going to Paris was to create worldwide publicity of the
POW ~ MIA situation in North Vietnanm.

. She related that CORA WEISS of the Cmittoe of

~Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained ‘7&.
¥Yietnam (COLIFAM), subuqmtl.y notified Hrs hat

~ her husband was dead.

' In October, 1969, RENNIE DAVIS and DAVID DELLINGER
of COLIFAM were uuppoud to oonfcr w.{th the North Vistnanese

~ 2

”/al‘/a

.ol

' ﬁﬁb'-:..‘hﬁcmp&wﬂhrﬂl-dhlmdh



' something about her husband. She

’went to dinner ui.th KUNSTLER and -LEONARD WINEGLASS, who
were dnfondlag ‘Chicago Sewen. Both XUNSTLER and
B ) athetic to her plea and KUNSTLER .
if she mld visit the trial the =~

Torning. KUNSTLER enabled her to ~  ~
attend one day ©of the trial as a spectator. While there,
she was introducod to all of the defendants including
DAVIS and DELLINGER. She then met privately with DELLINGER
for a few minutes downstairs from the court room. She
stated that DELLINGER "put me off". She asked him if he
could assist her in finding out something about her

husband, but he qppemd to be in a big hurry and was
nonconittcl

* She lubuiuently learned that CORA WEISS was
going to visit Banoi during Christmas, 1969, and she
again talked with KUNSTLER at that time, but she does
not remember the substance of the conversation.

1
& _On May 15, 1970, KUNSTLER called her. He told
-i: her that he was more concerned with her case than with
ol anyone else's, meaning wives of POWs and MIAs. XUNSTLER
4 stated that he was calling from New York as he had just
\ stopped by COLIFAM hsadquarters. He stated that word
had just come in from CHARLOTTE BUNCH WEEKS and JERRY
Q SHIER of COLIFAM that her husband was not being held
- a prisoner in Worth Vietnam. These two women had been
. in Hanoi and met with .t:?.ﬂh YVYietnamese official who

message to COLIFAM to noti.fy

She asked WEISS for
ssage.  WEISS subsequently



b
e, e
turned ove 11:0 the

LRoJ.  iNé BSSSAES On.y
“her ‘and what XUNSTLER had
B ¥ s

dded ‘that when she spoke with . =

i T Mrs she
' XKUNSTLER the 1ath

~ DELLINGER ‘had been on trial, DELLINGER was not equipped to
' handle information from Hanoi personally and that as a
result a committee would have to be formed. KUNSTLER

later told her that a newly formed committee was setting

up an office in New York and she presumed that this was
COLIFAM. He requested her assistance in contacting wives.
She related that the Defenss Department authorized her to
do this, but KUNSTLER and COLIFAM did not pursue the
matter.

- - _In regard to CORA WEISS, she stated that she

4

E! WEISS had advised the wife o
& ~n . She stated that
]
-,

Q

She desired
formation concerning

At that time WEISS
anoi. Two days

and said that she had

she received a

N 2

had been shot down
rom WEISS whether
also pertained to
she would relay har
later, WEISS called Mrs
~sent the message to

reply, she would notify Mrs

of 1969, he mentioned that because

had two previous telephone -cMo with her. She
eaid that in Januvary, 1970, had told her that J_ _

[ =



‘go a church 1:: ‘l'oronto,
ight dag vas &
1ist of 97 names hthahng udhorhuahmd‘amn vas

“‘Included as a PON. She stated that she did mot place
"#ny ¢redence in this Decause 91 names on tha 1ist were

©of men missing during ths Xorean War, all of 'ihcu statuses

Here "“‘“-S‘d to .!'-112-34 in action®. Rsversnd LIRDSTROM

told her that the p.opl. who made up the list were not
communist.

3 L1o
Mrs stated that she has received an
*Information rom COLIFAM containing captions of

"‘bnckgrotmd fuactim of the cenittu, chrification,
r!ao we-are” :

ks

She alsco received t he following --z'r\-»:spe....z-.-et

A letter from COLIFAM dated January 21, 1870,
addressed to her at her alternate residence, 37 Linooln
Hill, Quncy, Illinois, a reply to her inquiry to the
Viomen's Strike for Peace about the status of her husband.

A letter from Women's Strike for Peace, January
21, 1970. | =

A enpy of each of t‘&n two letters follows:




TWENTY SOUTH TWELFTE STRIIT

- PHILADELPHIA, PA. Z5I{7
Telephone: 561-2636

orry ihlt 1t"hu taken me 80 lons to w3
you but I've been waiting until I could make der..r
'lu;gesttom %0 you and now I am pleased to say I cex.

sC

Al

ue

I regret wory nuch that I 4id not dring back letser
for ‘you but now an organization has been set up tesweern
--the Peace Novement and Hanol specifically for the pur;cse
oL forvwarding mail and forwarding inquiries regardéing
‘ ,priaonera ﬁ'cn the immediate family.

_ = The orm:.ution s the Committee of Lizison With
R ,_I‘milin of Servicemen Detained in North Vietna: and Iis
mma ‘at 365 W. A2nd Street, New York City, N.¥., 10035.

I an a nnber of this Committee. Please do rot ..és.‘.‘;a:s
‘to contqot me for any reason.

© A it R 53 s = iy il e+

S

T, éor_uuxy,

m nuzm uylo-

en adll Shortly $eceive ‘_Womttm urcetly rrc-
Qoo m. or Mm mith onn- 3 ts opt:‘&t.‘l::‘..




o co..f"::;ir:msséx | ;W .
ST with Fomifiss of Scryizaman Lataunzd In North Vistrom
385 Wet #3nd Strest New York Y. 10038 - (212) 763-145C

" January 23, 1970

T Yo him along with the

; #1351, Bes Seitzman J
! -~ gersl Teylor . information you gave us so that the VistnaZese
: *Suters Vabetw - Can confirm whether or not he is a p=iscnec.
: Tl Young . . . -
eatt 1'11 enclose a copy of our Infozmation

y : ) ' . .«... &heet, which will help explain what we hoze
;- S -+ . to do and why we are functioning as wa are.

o ' v .-~ wWe certainly hope we'll be able to senc ycu
good news concerning your husband, anc wi_._
‘be fn touch with you 2 $00N a§ WOIC Comas
from Hanoi. "1f your husband is a prisoner,
we would expect to receive a letter froz nic
- to you, which we would of course imzmecdiate.y
~ , forward. ' ‘

..,
£hy

NP

e e m e

 we understand your anguish, mulitipliec
recently by the confusions of your pas%
inquiries to individuals now associsted wizh
‘this Committee, and hope that woIt can coxe

soon., .-

n hbpe of pgace,




stat‘cd‘t"hat;ihe would be willing to




“Date ?/g{?ﬂ

“irginii, furnxshgg d

par he deals with a nunber of wives
of prisoners of war in ?hrth ¥ietnan. Ths chapel has
formed various committees to render assistance in_any
way possible to these wives. }chv

One of the wives, pouiblym
had remarked that some of the other we coming
impatient about hearing from their husbands or learning
of their statuses and that they might possibly join
an irresponsible peace group. She told him that the
wives certainly trust the United States Government in

r‘ thnir-activitxes about the POW situation but stress

that many of the wives were most anxious to correspond
' 1 with their husbands apd learn more about them. Accordingly,
- told Mrs. that he would try to _find out

E movement, He accord

to the war in Vietnam. f he

kn sponsible porgon acti e group
an gvn hin.ggc name and location of Reverend

- RI

thcn called FERNANDEZ at a Pcnnsylvan;a
number and poasihly eventually reached him through CORA

WEISS either in ania or New York. He told b &
poeebiinfituirnindl Nad referred him to FBRNANDEZ. ;

,,;,',,- Norfolk 100-6833

. -‘---'!-Me dic:'_.zea 7/1/74

3

iue-dutmdmm*uummydmmtm oaned
'hﬁm&uu' mum .




npproxi.ﬁi:.ly six in mmber. turmshed FERNANDEZ

_details concerning their husbands, some gave him -
“photographs, and all gave him uil to deliver to

their husbands._s - '
. . LR T
. LM
t he

. mongcd to some Couittoa. but WFP}:Y said tha
. eould absolutely not recall the name of the Committee
‘at this time. He discussed in general the functions
of the Committee but GNFFEY stated that again he
_oould not recall any details but perhaps thought
"FERNANDEZ said that the Committee ht be instru-

mental in 3etting mail to and from the husbands.
H= pelated that he has had no furnthar contact

" wuith FERNANDEZ, but during the linitcd time Te .1as
~ with him, he 1md the ression that FERNAXDEZ
_was a paciﬁst md o‘bvi sly opposed to the war 7 .
“!ietm

bre




l’m their leuﬂam, but they ’lud refuud thu :

$he told him that shel would place these letters in

in envelopes and send them to the two women.
‘stated she could ndt understand why these -

two women suspect UEISS aad othmn on the Comuttce

of Co-uaistn.f s |
'npol zizod !c;r ‘h:lsl bein; uml-ue.
"% to furnish further detailed information concerning _
S .
k? = !‘BR!IANDEZ and his Committee and recalle leé?e.

athering was taking place at Mrs
resi ence, he had left her house on s ons.

-

iy JBTTEY stited however, that if necessary,
he would be willing to tastify to the above in a
" court of law.
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‘ff'm in plaintest pr ands)

. w, ﬂmmm ;mo-zsw») @
wum.0

Naas L
°£ OOi&PAH. Mrs, is ¢
has been a prisoner
}.ru'aft was shot on

e
flnﬂ.y hu heanl
bne

nothing of/or from

P

Sational league of F eas

Asia and is a per-on who has had contact with ogher wives of

men missing in action or Ml.d uo h Vietnamese
Government. Awmong other thi. Mﬁ vai

e! & letter dltod g=chairmaf

ed Two letter | wh.tdn e




X-’ rmntactd on 7/7/70 at Moh tllc
April 20, 1970 létter from OORA WEISS
wap Turnished to USAF l:ntontgnot In Washington, D, C,, and
thnt this agmcy tg:uanc document 1in ’.tc pouani.on.
er, obe of 11 letter forms was wsed by

upondi.ng husband, and she t- -
....:2 mt.}!:-o-?:? = !q'nnli'. u.?.m.. 1.1-1:&- fnn- and 1¢ ‘

F"ﬂi.

succesaful in locatlng atme, will m it nva:l.l.lbh to ¢
Minnespolis OPfice, . ' s P ke b7

mzomtion ooneerni.n‘ tho reoontact vi‘.th Mrs,
Irl.l.‘l. in the forthcoming 1fM to be submitted by HMinneapoiis
l.l. contain interviews of other relatives of men missing
tn lction or held prisoners of war in North Vietnanm.

\ " WFO fs requested, through 1{afson with USAF
. mtelugenu. to locate ﬁn &/20/70 Lletter from CORA WEISS;
: . obtain eame and pmern document for future lv;lde.utiuv

"mo-uo

e

,r

u
3
e

LY

«

pram,
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Date;
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Fe New York

ai
San Diego report of SW 6
iE'Ouirtel"tq the Buread, ©6/11/7
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of Mr. J. ﬂﬂLTER ’

W s\ssiul;ant Attorney General. Both individuals
‘!adicated that they w.ﬂ.d coopera.te ﬂ\ould their testimny

| __"’lo'!.eads are ‘belng
Offioe but it s being left to the discretion of the

office of origin in view of possible earlier leads which .
‘may have been aet forth to mtervi.ev names furnished by

. . Commander BOROUGHS has advised that his identity
need not be concealed as a source of the information

: furnished in this case.




pilies of Americ ?ﬁooncrs of
-Yon ;13 Southe=pt Asia", She stated
s ¥irs. with L7

. iy ady ' "haé'haﬂm ﬂlra.,thO
“oontact ¥ tlh D ttee of I.iai.aon «ith Fomilies of

- Bey - ocmon Patslr ..!ma !x: Borth Yictnam other t an the
attached ﬂtrer.self-ex]ﬂmhc Jetter:. dated Jomay 27,
Lo - Tebrumy 3, and Merch 9, 2874, from Magnie Geddes end

2 aybara Webs er. -tors wore in response to .
o

as to the status of ba-" é :
+ho 1s'missing in #~tio ¢
e hes hed o personal iu.tervi 2w

HEM‘MAH of Yhiladelphia, Pennsylvanie,

...-..It.“"‘-a <+hat =“|n and three athor wiveg

B o’
 wislite R at his pffice a~ 160 North 15th Street
' “4n Phiiad:-iphia éuring the firs: se k of Mareh, 1975,
ot in an effort to dctormine the status of her husband,
T " She stated that MCACHAM was ini:ially contacted by her
o mm et i m{adelphia xosidence and she requested an
"~ eppointment, She yecalls that he made the comment to
the effect,-" = MDon't Judce us. harshly, We're criti.c:.zed

and uemn:nwemmmt'ei‘r‘eéﬁiﬁ;. Ue'zre t I-l.,“qs
‘7o help you in your efforts to locate your husband." . .
”‘ﬁae statedrthat !IEA&Q! nentloneﬁ that there were about

hrough from h Victnam

Alc\. ndeia 100.-373

' '!lu._.. el
Tew York 100¢ 168469

%I‘)')I‘?n

J_!h.--.-*-‘i\--.‘dml&' . ol b ptos gz

s e Biesired_ S o —
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PoenieDervis . : Qe havc »wiso duﬁ.lcrtua %‘bc cnclo".ﬁd 1p|;tm.
Q-v Iialm’i;azﬁ;"- Zhora whlch ¥64 Wy ioh ¢ v in writin: your

S¥CLEIVE. WMo Tuth Vietna serc have £3id that Lo
wlscmm;gmmﬁ ! rooeive one lcttm- [er

 Drgacks e [nol.more then 83z
Oounls B9 Uc ght) every Bther wonth.” Role
) lall 'roqte lvun 11 the Infor-

- .411' !rou uould iianau to try to find out 11‘
goyr Jyelstive 4: @ prisoner in North Vicinam,
.3end his full Daue, seryice pumber and any - R
etalls you have ©n when and where hc was shot -
sa-BoWwn, —Me 1111 then transuit 1h2 inguiry to the . ...
~Morth Vietnawese and are hopeinl of receivin'- .
aea]:onse lo aw:ry mqueet :sa« e Lo

Xt 15 Juportant to understand thst there vn-
maoub:edly sm mny pnota uhose planea woere

n n’im“-u.'a .'lpln-u
Q‘J:la a-:m'd Lo you




do no* nov: vhether o1 not thear relsiave .z.. an
&leax;,. the only men sbovt whom v witl bt aL ¢ to
_doves fideth Vielnzm. .

BRI Ihough you ...nclud(-ﬁ :I.n‘ v t:mn AN YUUT LOveling
A B mﬁlettsr whach accogpganzed the acticer to yrar bus l:-_--.d

88 1o ihe date he wes repe ted missing, you did nut

o 3k & T > wom i, then, gou woeld
: * 4 §ecific anqitry ot to

: 2aeaiid 159 to ank

ol il ezmalon flung w2 th

: '_%!. ir;in'ﬂ we Li’“ﬁ

Murt‘tM Q-n" .
5 0 tlu.,goafl. - and
Tiun 4 r gart,
n ...“lum.d 1()“ \'.. it -?
ezse that anguish fur you ate!

g‘“k Dois petteRl e hve Jorwirdod ihs dclter e your hushynu whion
Rev. Tickoad Fom: “a_h‘ YoU A3 4o our o.tu:e e el 2 Pew, hveever
Pezgie o __,;t.u &ESL Tor powme tluuxcatzma about at. .
g - e
‘:::_’m':;. m - " Rs 'y ul ‘see trom tre encioseu 1nt 0rmatlen Shaet,
Lo Sciwen --«‘iﬁtne u;:r.-azt 2 Pt Laaxeon Wt wstobliszhed 2o help -
iﬂu' Tu,it-: ~- tatatatlida —Cv“"‘acatﬂt{oﬂ bt‘i\.-."ﬂ N vho oo p“""nn;'
“Botoia Wed ¢ —ors a0 terth Vi-tas» i thear towa iy hore. An
Yt Yo “Lhat caprcity., we torward qetlters tro prasoners o
TR . -~ &hear dauilazes and, wh:n xequestua, frova famillzes to
m,"‘m ' 7 mon whd gre prison-rs,  We 150 v Lt anke ‘f;.wc:l!.l
. e T regquesis tor intorsatddn on behalf of famil »5 wiw. |

“gact .2 grifonc ~an #gorth Vaetnas.. As th: Sheet walies

“obtiin anforaaticn are seiviteamen wWho we shnt dovsn
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! PEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

b July 6, 1970

. ‘,’:5!__ : .

Commander ROBEKT 8. BOROUGHS, Naval Intelligence
_"Command (Specldl Warfare and Prisoner of War Matters),

: m Floor, foffman Bullding, - Al exandria, Virginia,

A that letters to and from prisoners of war and
'hoge missing in action have been extremely limited

" ¥zom the North Vietnamese officials to the next of kin,
and it 1s his nsponsibutty to attempt to have those

Commander BOROUGHS explained that Rev, RICHARD
FERNANLEZ appears to be the most prominent individual on
the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen
Detained in North Vietnam (GOLIAF@H). He stated that
COLIAFAM was organized in the past six months; however,
sone of these individuals on the committee have been
attempting for the past four or five years to apprise
those loved ones of any information pertaining to ‘
prisoners or war or individuals missing in action,
Commander BOROUGHS furnished.the following list of
persons whom he knows have had some direct contact’
with members of COLIAFAM, He stated that COLIAFAM

rters are located at 365 West 42nd Street,
New York, ¥ew York,

ile ._nanm:m_.
w New York 100-168469
6/30/70

".!o dictored




North Carolina

New York
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Ocomnm OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM
{COLIFAM) ’
1S - MISCELLANEOUS; REGISTRATION ACT

e Re New York airtel to Bureau, 6/9/70, and
.Bureau airtel to New York, 6/28/70,

Enclosed for information of Jackson are
copies of referenced Bureau airtel and letter of
J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General, dated

ry v,y ollowing investigation was conducted
by SA t Tucson, Arizonai L’.

ﬂn 6’5/703 drs.
Section, Tucson Police Depar
record identifiable with Mrs




made to contact Mrs L?e-
with negative results.

T on 7/1/70, m Investigator, OSI,
Davis Monthan Air Force Base, a sed he is acquainted
with many of the wives of prisoners of war in North

o

|

g

[ ™ Viernam, who live on, but he is not acquainted
n i ,
-\. - .
° 1
L}

on 7/1/70, Mrs

issis-

_AT- MISSISSIPPL Jre

WL contact and interview Nrs. m
, instructions of J. WALTER GLEY,
,‘. internal Security Division,

enclosed commleation of 5126/70.,




