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.~ Agents secured the sddress of mlter Colling whe ~rwweyr
i sold booze to inna Brown on several occasions,

1 agonts were requested by Agent Frank Smith to seocure
: the address of “alter Collins as he was smaterial -
witness. valter Collins address is as follows:

Ponca City, Oklahomm, Route 6, Box 85, Osage County,
m.m. Route 6 1s handled out of Ponga cit'. TR R T ﬁw'jfw'm.:ﬁdj -
Cklahomm. Mr. Kirby, Postmaster at Ponca City,

(Okla. advised us that Box 85 on Route & ls in Osage
County and that Walter Collins's home could be
reached Yy golns s-uth on route 8 end inguire from
O'Keil Bros.,who conuuct a grocery and filling statiom,
Just exact location of Wslter Collin's home. Walter
Collin's wife is nurmed Ethel Zolling.

. TR

AT KAV CITY;

Agents visited Eaw City and postmeater interviewed as

to the whereabouts of Balph sSkenet, a witneas in the

case, Septe. Tth being 8 holiday and the clerk having ‘
the kxays to ths post office, the posimmster stated that e
he wo.ld checx up the record ox this party and forwsrd

sams to Box 513 Guthrie, Okla., agents furnishing

Post Maater this address. sigents Parker, wren and

Devis will continue their under cover investigatlon

and a8 :acta develops a report will be forwarded. Pending.

AS you requested we are aending you a report coverlng

our movements since we have been detsiled on this

caBe. .8 ATe SOrry to state tihat this ia all we heve to

report so far., we are doing everything in our power to locate
witnesses, which igent Frank Smith gave us & list of.*

BQTES OF SPECIAL AQENT IR CEARGE: T. B. WHITE.

Agcnts furnishin- informetion herewith are especially assigned to investigatiem
of Osage Murders and are operating in Osage County and vicinity under cover, osten~
2ibly €ecobtain general information of intarast to investigation. but incidentally

to locate material witnesses, whose presont whereabouts are questionable, so thal service

&N
X3

can be hl om them for their presence befors an anticipated Grand Jury andto

: Lt 2
themselves with the location of witnesses and defendants, wiho they will kmep undes - -

et i

surveillance until such time as their presence are required by the Government.
Contimed, g
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wrpariment of Justice,

‘Bureau of Investigation,

P. 0. Box 125,
Oiclchoza City, Oklcrhoda.

September 22, 1925,

L AR I S Wi R
Y

- Director, : - . :;

R 22 Bureau of Investlgation, .
o = Denartzent of Justice, ATTEITION 23
' 1%3 ashington, D. C. ,

Dezr 3ir:

L

I an in receipt of your commni-
cation of September 15th, initialed .nd munbered

B JuC-HAP, 29-5033, all of which nas reference to the
exanination of trne national benks at Patuuska, Okla-
homa in connection with the investigatlon cf ths
Oszre Indian Murder Cases,

Would 1ike to maie the raguest in
this comection that, before this examiustion is uz2de,

* the national bank examiner be instructed to confer with
Special Assistant to the Attormey General Edwin Lrown
or myself.

If at 8ll possible we would lixe to
. St have “ational Bank Examiner Denton, located st Pavmiska,
i e to mave this investigation, inssmuch as he is “amiliar
with what is desired in this connection,

Roesyectfuily,

s

apeci #oit 1in Caarge.
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| add.i‘t:ional sgents was to have three of them, who were especially
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" Bepartmeut of Justice,
mq;m Burrau of Investigation,
3

i

P. 0. Box 125,
Okxlahoma City, Oklahoma,

September 19, 1525. . -~

W

¥r. J. Edgar Hoover, Director,

e

Bureau of Investigation, _ ) y SEP_ Za-aJZEPM
Department of Justice, o ATTENTIOI{,.#]),« 'n};PARfT MEXT F JURT

Washington, D. £,

-

Dear Sir: .o : " s e

I an just in receipt of your lesttsr of 3eptomber i h
requesting advioce &8 to when the four gdditional cgenss in the uuam
Indian Marder Cases could be released from this, assicument, sund I aq
herewitn replying to the seme immediatelys -

Will say that when I reguested these four a-dd.itional'
agents for this assigyment, August 5th, I fully expecied the Fedsral
Grand Jury to convene in Guthris, Oklahoma on Sentember 7th. to hear
this case and expected to have for uresentati on to the Grand Jury
from fifty to one hundred witnesses. I anticipnated that zfter tie
Grand Jury had duly considered the case that they would usve returne o
od indictments against at least twenty-five of tie very worsi crimi-
nals in Oizlahoma. Circumstances, hcwever, have brousht zbhout the
postponement 0f the session of the Grand Jury =t Cuthrie uniil NET-
haps Yoverber 1lst,

My plans at the. time of making the request for these

fitted, Agents E. H. Parker, Charlie Davis, and Joh: X. “ren, o oferd
ceed to the Osage country and there work under-ccver srd ascertaln .
especially the present sddresses of the witnesses for the Sovern~
ment. A4ls30, to meet and know personally all of ths defendants in o
this case and ascertain any other information possible in an under- PR
cover mamner pertaining to this case; tlms enabling us to know where ; .
to find the witnesses ond 8t the proper time assist in the apprehen= .
sion of those guilty of these crimes. 4
.. rd /'
The . other a_;ent ¥, G. Gripes, Jr., I wanted to 85~
sist Agent J. V. Murphy in preparing 2 record of this case so that
8 birds-aye view'tould be obtained as to the facts :hus far develcp— .
%d in order that it could be 1neelligently presented Tor rrosecution.

s

‘ { Since having these four additiozn.._ ueuis on these
oases, they have made good progress, The three agonis ossigned under~ )
s .
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ts have been of a great deal of benafit in the case, At the y-apent
ons of them, Agent John K. Wren, is on the premises of Tilliaxm
Hale, the nrincipal in &ll of these rurder cases aznd I axpect some
sults from Agent Jren's investigastion. The other two agents in tm
under-cover work have 3l1s0 secured not only the addrosses of wi*ressex
tut have succeeded in obtaining bits of information that are imnorttmt
in the case, and have made ome revort to you, while another is crv 'bei*:g
prepered setting forth the information they have ohtamsd.

cg)m AN N W D —
§ L
‘ve.{,.— N .

th

"

Agent Grimes has been able, together with the assist-
ance of Agent lurphy, to have almost compléfed-the prenaration of the .-
information already-obtained in this case. As scon 28 it has been nre-
pared, I am going to send you a copy of the szmae.

X

"/

-t

- NWow as to the releasing of thesc agents, I woulld
, to keep the three that are doing the under—cover work, Argnts rarm;, B
vis, and “ren, at least ten u..uys J..onger o1 this case, for I am in-
mwhat developments grow out of their plan as asbove -
degcribed. I belleve that I can be able to relsase iyent Grimes at
any time, for the record is now in such shape that T TATHK AZeNnt

Murphy can handle 1t and be zble to revise it as prosress is made in
the case,

In the event that Agents Parker, Davis, trd ren are
« released, I would like to get them back a short tiie before the conw
vening of the Grand Jury that hears these cases. Our present plans
are that shortly before the Grand Jury meets to fils a comlaint B
ageinst all of the defendants implicated in these c¢rimes and to place . §
them under arrest and have them in custody during the time that the
Grand Jury hears these cases, We will thus be serving two purposes;
first, to be sure tonat they are under arrest, and next to nrevent
them from interfering in the vresentation of iueir sascs to the Sramd P
Jury and to put confidence in the witnesses who testify fcr the Fovern~ .
ment that there is really zoing to be sometning done. This case has
been carried on so long without prosecution that in reality few veopj.a
believe that there is really going to be any orosecutioa had, :

e
"y

¥,

Cwi 0 ST @ w bl =D 02 U g N

I might say in this commection that we are making :;ood

. progress in the case and it will be interestins for you to kmow that
we cxnect in & short tiwe to secure a detoiled simtozeuy Srom ‘mm“ :
Fhompson, who is now confxned in the Oklahoma S5tote Isnitentlar, “Ir
bax: robbery and murder, Te are told that he will Liave fnterestin e
information to give, &s I am informed that he was z rertvicipant in one
of the rurders. ' : g
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I will advise you later as to just when I can
release the three other agents of the four especially assigned
to this office in these cases, and trust that the above as ax-
Plained meets your approval, ,

Respectfully,
' +
- A s : & ..
Y Fad Gt
TB7:3, Specia - 4"1n Charge.,
r
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Bepartment of Quaﬁrr
Rinran of .‘quraﬁnnﬁqa. -

9. 0. BOZ 125'
Oklzhomn City, Oklahoma,

September 28, 1525,

Director, L
Bureaun of Investigation, C -
Departzent of Justice, AETEE Ign. #2

Washington, D, C,

Doaar Sir:

ba-8 %

: I am in receipé of yeur letter of .
September 22nd in referemce to Agent 3mith's report. -
of September 1, 1925, captioned "Bryan Burkhart, et -
&I, in which you call my attention to the 1ncorrect
synopsis of this report.

Will say in this conmection that I
called igent Smith's attention to this synopsis and
instructed him to not repeat such an error. 1 feel
that I, myself, am 2ltogether to tlame ror I iooxed
over this report and gave it my szuvproval, ard for-
warded it to you. I will endeavor to not let tnis-
occcur again on my part. I am doing everytuing I
possibly can to see that the reports of the sgents
from this office are forwarded to you in correct
form, and will make a double effort to see that th
are forwarded in such form that they will meel with%,
your approval, : L

Respectfully,

| . R
. L e
TB7:B. Speci ent in E:imrge‘w“_',i 928

|
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p BB Tius éasm oriaiuaren ar  Oilahone City, Ol'la. X e e,
‘ DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: | REFONT MADE BY:
4 9/2a/2§ 9/6 to 921 | ¥, S, Smith '
) CHARACTER OF CABE:

o ) BEIAR BURKEARY ET AL

LU L
i

N

"*::1“? e ?» "M‘{W
P :

."]m‘»ﬁ‘.‘.{_

SYNOPSIS or FACTS:

ceragrrast of Lorrison,

L 2 '503?..

INFORMATION OBTAINED BY CONFIDESTIAL INPORMANY,

statement from E. C. Snyder imvolving oniCoPperriald in murder of Chas.
shitphorn; involving AlvellicDonald in interfering with progress of 0sege. . ~muns
iavadtipztions, andé fraudulently obteining money from principles involved.
Concerning Bill Zale in Osage murders; informxtion from one lon Williams
involving Us. 5. larshal, MoDonald in interfering with Osage investigations; a e
concerring Blll Eale, AIKSpen er and UlicyhSregg conspliring to kill Bill Smith;“
Jonry Tillman, closely allied with Bill Hele and MDonald, admission of Till-
man of hevins seen overnment revorts in Osaze irvestigetions. Informstiem
from E. J. Uz2%urdy advancmb theoriss concerning suspected murder of Bill
Py an. Freny ays quotine iniormetion he obtained from "Slets™ Velch, con-
tinghelsie\l.orrison with securing of nitro-glycerine to blow up smith's
housej registering in hotal to prove alibi; of "Blats™ meeting Blackde—
pson, uvick 3rezs and others and conversatlor concernin; moneys dus them A
ty48121 Hale for marderins omith family. Informetion from Cormet promisimg v
to co-operate with sovernment; of corspiracy by Hsle et al to murder ':Ionr,v
Roan an. others =nd ;rormising to furnish name of witness, who was approach.{
by versous hired to rurder Iraiszs and his assistance reguested. Informtliom
received by Jorret concerning moneys rnaia rillman ana McDomald to strzngle
iovestigction of usage murder cases. .ornet deing approached by Felsie
vsrrison e&ng Yorrissn tellin- him of his murderins of Oszge Indian, Billy
Steta#dn, of marryine his widow and disrosing of widow's estate to Bill Hele.
Inte*iew with ore Flanery , inforretior obteined relative to conversation
between Flenery and FKelsie Yorrison snd Yorrison's close allisnce with Bill
#ale., Irte~view with F. O. Brown, fcormer vJemty U. 5. Karslsl, concerning
si-mins of Morrison's bond by Yzle and of llorrison stating

1

tnet re had it on Hele. Strictly conficen zul intormation, Informant's name

in possessisn of Sureau, lavolving Zlanda’Psrker in usage murders with Billl -
Bsle &xc sthers, su. soncerning meeting of Bilt-Hale, Al Spencer and uick Gregg
Promise of informemnt

snd others cmspiring to marder we E. (Bih) Smith.
to co-operate with sovernment.

‘—. AFFROVED D
L PORWARDENN

WARHMBSSTEN - COMES OF THIS KEPFORT FURNIEHED TO: A
i A S Washington
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N I am submitting herewith results of my investigstion covering p:rigd {M
of my assignment as & confiderntial informant in t’le investigatlon of Dsige

IMraer Cases,

A7 PATTTISEA, OKLA,

On September b, in & confidential manner, I obtained from one R, C.
{Ra) Snyder, the rollowinr- inforration.

CONCERING MUHD~X OF CHARLXS WHITERCHL.

STSTEED 7RU. E. Ch SNYJER.

That he, .byder, ves &t one time Guar:ilsn for one lewis Riddle, a
Tost qhm-+'l*- after the mairiar o1 Zharlaes "'7h1 tahorn_

- v Vel dad iAW W hatt I e a Zag

half hreaid :z:'-s: Indisn.
Lew.s 3iddle, his wirfe, ar. his, .nlddle’ h:1f gistar, ~cnz Riadle, a girl
then about sixtesn years of sge, came to his, snydar's house, and stated
that trey wanted some mdvice, sna relate the following story: "That Amma
Riddle had given birth to @ ¢hild and nameaVCc:pporfield wma the father®
{Snyder #14 not recall whether it was Louis Copperfield or Jevid Copperfield,
but states he will determine which one it wes in the nesr future): that
they wanted to have the chili enrolled as an (sage, and thair plan wes to
force thz narsnts of Copperiield to help them, statins trat the bdbrother
of the ~hild's fethey s the man who had killed Charles "hi tahorn; that

=Ll h S - e S o rater s

on the mizht o:r the killing arn ola Indian womsn came to the place wiere Amna
Riddle was livimg &nl told ner sne had vetter £o ur on t..c hill and gzet
Soprerfield an. tage care of him; that onne Ricddle started up the hill and
met Sop erfizld who wus very drunk and bloody; sne asxed him what was the
trouble; that Cop erfield told her tiat he nad had & fi 7t with ~hitehorn
gni had shot nim twice; trct she returned with Coppverfield to where he wag
staying, wesned nim up, ara steyed with hir until about & o'clock ir tie
morning; thst durins this time Jopﬂerﬁeld told her in detsil just how he
ri1lad . 2itahorn: thet sha then left mnmr'hp?ri ano went tp her home: that

AdddTU 11odh WOLdT s ddy wimi v e s AT a

the next moraing Jopjerfield ceme t> her nouse and ased hor waat he htd
told ner concernins th. .hitehorn marder; that she told hir be nad told
her all; tk.t he then csutioned her never to tell amycody.
Snyder tnen stated that he took 2iddle, his wife, znd Anna Riddle to
s lawyer's office where the; ertered into a contract by wiich if they got
the child on the .sage roll, that .nyder was to get nert ol the money that
would coms to the child; taoet tney then toox the contract to -nme Riddie's
guardign, who refused to approve it. onyder then drorped the mstter, 'L‘“"‘"

m AL loadmmecd L §4 wirdar ststaed thgt the Jo--eriisld who was
no further lntersst 10 1%, JOy&eTr slated on&t vig 0T 0 +.%a4d ¥W4D

slleged to have becn the “ather of thc ~kild, apa taoe chilz, are both Tos N
that the Copperfield whom s~nna Ri dle alleged was the murderew of ..m1an;1m-ni‘:g?“w
g alive snd lives nesr Zoriny, eBs does also »nna Ridale, who is now marrieds
onyder stated trzt ne will go with a Sovernment men to aczme Riddles and have

her tell them the samd story rezardinz the vhitehorn murder tnst she told him.

. wr‘
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B. . Snyder is a friend of Bill Eale, one of the principals in the Osage
wuders; he stated that sale came to him in 4pril, 1925, and stated thaNigewrax:
he eXpected to be arrested at any time in connection with the mirder of -

some Indians, znd Iale engaced sryder's scrvises to handle some of hig = ™
business affairs in the event of his arrest; that Hale told bhim that Alwa ov- o
licDonald had sent 8 man to him, Hale, wanting $8000.00 promising to fix

things up for Hale in these murder cases; tist Hale had sent McDonald ward

to g0 to hell; that Xals had his bondsmen snd attorneys employed, and was . -
ready in event of arrest. . '

COMCZavING MU2)ER OF W.E. (RITL) SMITH ATD VIFE.

. AS P& HUoHs OXLA.

On September 7, in & confidential manner, I obtained from one Lon
williams the 10llowing inforretion: Williams stated that Alvk McDonald
hzed beexn ir FPawimssm for two or tnree days trevious, &n: had talied to
him abtout the Osmge czses, &hu nad vicnsa the Trival attorrey for the
Osazes znu neld gu:te & conversation; that he, williams, understood from
McDonald's conversation end other rumors, that McDonald wes there trying
to mece some money out of ths (Usage murders; .illlams stzated further that
ne had neard from good autborities trat at one time Blll Hale had arranged
a maetins with -1 Spencer anl Jizsx 3regy snd tried to get them to blow
up .. E, 5mith ana his fsrily, srd trst he hed heard that Dick had either
made an affidsvit or would me<e sn affidavit to thaet effect.

In 8 cond'ldentiel manuzr, on oertevber 7, at TPawhus.a I cbtained
] trne followin: infor-2tion from ore E. 2. (3lint) Iiargis, an attorney:
.n Mr. Zargis steted that it had 2ome to bir throwgh difterent clients of
) ris t:rot ome .lzude arier, .)urley'ﬁg’ohnson, nceﬁ{irby ana Jick Gregs were
the mer- who blew up the w. E. Smith home, ana ‘that ice Kirby wes the man
who actus.ly touchned off the explosive; tnat he, Hargis, had heard of
Alva Meoonsld's overations in tryligy to "shake domn" various people in
gommectior ~1th the Usase murder cases. -argis stated tihzt he knew it to
be a fact that there “as & meeting between Bill Hale, Al Spencer and Dick
Gregs 8t which time Zzle propositioned them to blow up omith's homs, &and that
Al Spencer refused to participate in the murders. “eErgis has lived im
Pav.masks a lonZ time, &and has ouite a ¢_ientele among the erooks of Osage
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(n Septerber 8, in a discreet aand confidertisl menner, I talied with
one John Tillmen, member of the Iirm of illmen & Tillman, asttorneys, of
Pawmska, who is sapposed to be a close friend of Bill Bale. Tillmen asied .
me what McDoneld was trying to uo over there; that he, Tillman, had neard -
that HeDonald wes trying to rke some money out of the Osage marder cases;
Tillmen steted thzt he had received & phons call from uxlshoma City that
day to the effect tast Blacrie Thompson was to be released from the State
Penitertiary at HoAiester, ana -anted to know if there was any truth im 1t;
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PiXimen stated "If the suthorities would get hold of a man namead Se :
#nd ane B Griffin sna put them in Jail, toat toay would tell Who'' . sssmussse
xilled whiteHorn™. Tillmen claimed to Xnow nothing sbout any of the othe¥, .
Osage murders. DTillmmn stated that he had scen part of the reports mede 5.

by the Bureau of Investigation's inv.stigators in the Osage murder eales.,,*M,___
ani bad an opportunity to sece more of them but that he did not think the '
reports ampunted to much. -

AT PAVHUSKA OKIA.

On September 9, in & confidentisl and discreet manner, I talked with
one k. J. MoCurdy, of Pawhuska, &nd he gzve 8 lon~ deteiled history
concerning tie deat:.. of one Sill Vaughrn, an atiorney wio was supposed to
hsve been murdered and towown from a Pullman car leav.ng Okiahoma City. I ,
gained from my conversation with Mr. Curdy thet it is his impressien S e
toat 2111 vaughn was in possession of material :1acts concerning Usage
Irndian mirders, and that Vaughn had stated to ¥elurdy thet he, Vaughn,
had sufiicient evidence to put =111 Tale In the electric chmip; and that
Yaughnn had been ts; Uklahoma oity anéd had obiained additiomsl informtion
conzerning these marders, anc was returning to rawmsks, ani was either
mardered and tarown fror & moving train, or was thrown alive from a tralnm,
which resulted in his death; that he, lclurdy, hes a witness who will
swear that shortly after the disarvearance of Vaughn from the Yullman
sar trnzt be examined the berth essirmed to Vaughr, and which Vaughn was
supoosed to h=ve occuplied, and thzt it showed that no one had disturbed
it ir any manner. Mr. Melurdy relzted numlerous other detsils to me,
wnich may be of intersest in the inv:estigation.
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AT PAVTUSEA "OVI4,

(n September 10, I interviewed :'rank,&‘.-;—.;;s, wny in 1923 wes a demuty
shariff of (se-e lounty, obut since is closely allied with the criminal
element of thet vizinity, to such an eXxtent that he bears & questionabdle
reputation, however, he impressed me as te_lins the truth. lays stated
to me tnat some time aftsr the marder of .. E. smith et a2l he arrested
one "Slats™elch, & notorious czr thief; thzt on account of his fair
trecatment to welch, welch became conildsntial, 2n7 steted to him that
Eelsie Lprrison obtsined the nitro-glycerine .sed to blow up omith's nouse,
at ned toc.., Okls., and to prove an 8libi of his participetion in this
mirder, put & msn on the traim, anc sext hir to Oxlacora Clty, ana bad this
men rezister as Yelsie 'forrison in somce hotel in O.lahoma Jity, on the
same nicht thet omith's house was blown up. lays atated tzat anotasr time
nSlats” Welck tola him t-st he vzs present at & place waere 3lackie Thomp-
son, Lick uregg =nd others were in hicing; thet they &ll became intoxicated;
tmet the conversstion drifted to the murder of +. X, sSmith; that Thompson,

Gregg and others in this cornversation stated that 2ill Hele still owed thea
a bslance for doins "tast job", mesring the blowing up of Bill omith's
- house, &nd dis:ussed how they were g:oinmg to collect tris money from Hzle.

SURRRAREIL T, Ly - N R AT e
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AT ANADARKO OFLA.

Dur:ng the period sectember 14 to 18 I gained the confidenscof Bemry
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E 7 tt, confined in the County Jall, charged with bank robbery, and obtained
2R tr him the following information: Cornett stated to me that if he. SR@-aeiiews:

out of jail that ne could furnish informtion that would clean up the Henry

i

(TN
AL e L

Roan murder case within ten days; that he knew parties in the COsage whe
new all of the details concerning this murder and that he could meke mwﬂ
tell the truth end would gladly assist the ;overnment in cleaning up these
cases. Ye stated that a friend of his overheard s conversation in the Eingkade
Hotel im vklahoma City between 3111 Fale ana other psrties in which they .. ...
were plotting to Xill Yenry x0an ani have the mirder committed on his,
henry -oraetiti's, remsn in the Usage; taal he could and would produce this
man zpo maLe nian tell the truth of wost he had Leard; that he, Cormett,
e5:l3 rroduce 2 -mn ot rongc DIty wlo 2oulld tdstify thet rertles who had
teen nired to kill sczme of the Csazes cere to him to get his services in
pointing osut some of the ones that they were to kill; that ihis man came
to him, Tornett, 2t the time and asked hls advice, and thet he advised him
not to have anyiking to do with it. Cormett stated taat EBill Vaughn, who
wes mardercd,told him that 3111 Esle gave John Tillrman, an attorney, $5000.
to tlock imvestigoitions of Us:zge murder ceses, &nd tnet Tillman gave alva
t=Donzld, thes Ul 3. larsiel, 2500. of this money fpr his sssistauce in
blocxin_ tne iavestigoiizns. Jornett rurtzer stzted that there wore two
or turee men irn the 5tate Penitentisry &t Mchdlester, who sre in possession
of all of the fezts concernin. s07e of the Osaze murcers, and that he,
Cornett, is in a position to czuse these men to divulge this informsetion
to the Govermmert. Jornett ststed tiit he was with one Felsie Lorrison on
a drinkin- spree, 8nd thet Helsie lorrismn es<ed him, Cornmett, why he
didn't get nin an Userse sgusw znd burmr her off for her wealth like he,
tsrrison, dii, ther cetsiled now e, lorrison, nau tumped off ome Zilly
,t‘fu_n, tho naisizzd of on (sape woman, vy civin: hi: denatured alcohel,
enclrow he, Yorricon, loter rzrried Stetson's widow, who didn't live very
long after tueir 'arrlaﬂ-e, auc how Lorrison pbttained her estite, and how
Yorriscn leter married znother Usage VomAr nzmed satnerine Cole, enl that
he, Lorrison, disvosed of the estate of Stetson's widow, to Bill Hale.
Cornett stated tinst De now 7&5 60me ban< robber; cises pending

ageingt hirm ir the otzte courts, trst he ez:ects to defeat ti.ese cases,
arn: until the: ere disposed of, he cannot afiord to have it xoown thst he

is in any msuner assisting the Sovernment, but that just as soon as thay
are 2isrossd o7 ae will :urnisn me with all tre detsils of informstiom

ir his rossessicrn, ana will locete snd bring in gll the witnesses who
= neve infor =tion rejardin. tiese ceses to me &nd ceuse tier to make

S stetements sn. testify to tue true :zcts, prozising me upor n.s word of
horor to fulfill these promises. I =z convinced that Uornett will do as
he has stated, providine nothing occurs to interrurt.

/
Calgl
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On Sertember 18, in a corsidextial anc discr.et manner, I talxed with
5 one Flaxnery, wao lives in Tonce Jity, znd who wes in ..nadarko assisting

Banry Cornett in his cases. Flanner; stated to me that on one occasion
he met ¥elsie lorrison ir Mulsa, Okla., “here bot: were drinking, and that
conversgtion, stated to him tnzt he had enough on Bill Hal.

Yorrisor in &
that Bill Hele had to sign his bonds for

: to put him in the electric chair;
E; s any amount that he might want,
Fa
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$n or about Sept. 10, in "onverution with H. O. Brown, former
De~uty U. S. Marshal under ilva lbDonald at Fawimaika, Brown stated to me 47
that he arrested Kelsie Morrison some time last .prlng; that after thy NaiPio:
arrest Xelsie orrison requested Erown to phone Bill Hele and tell Aim ) '
to come and sign his bond; that he, Brown, d4id not ring Hale, but asked

S 3 another party to do s0; that in a short tims Bill Hnle came, Mnted BRI Grwesr-
' up, stating that he wanted to sigp Yorrison's bond, and did sign Marrison's
-l bl TaTml o —l-

trmd A= wEAAA AN, +he b PRI T
UDLO I0T oVuvaUw: a5 .uu, Druw-.;, in & conversstion with Eslsle Morrissn

later, remarced te Morrison 'you must have something on Hale that Fom scuwiseawms

's.

cen cause him to come to you when you call for him'; that Yorrison replied
" thet 'you tet I have, I car mexe Lsle slgn & $100,000. bond for me, wien s
g - I call for him he has got to come’ or words to that effect. . . s .o
L AT DATUSIA OVIA. '
® On September 21, I obteined from a confidentisl scurce, the name of which
Lo informrt [ woull preler not to disclose ir this report, the following
- inforrntion; This informent stated to me that one Clande Ferimsr inows all
3; : t..c details concerning the mirder of “. E, Smith and family; that one

ocuasion 53111 Hsle ocalied Farker to Pawhuska, and accompanied him in sm
zushobile to Tonse City, wherp, Hale, Cleude Parker, and two other mem, -

wrose names this informant did not divulge, discussed and planned blewing
up the home of 3ill Smith &t rairfax; that this informent is well acquainted

R

Catt i
4
;

. A Yh
o c

_‘2 vith tho two men whose names he did not mention; that they 4id not participate
*‘! - in tne sctuzl murder of omith, but are in possession of all the details :
Ly of tne m.rder, apd the plamnin; of it, &nd that he can and will furnish

__—.i me the neres of these uarties ag s500n 88 he is convinced trat the Government
*““ really meaus to prosecute these cases. This informant states that thers

i 8re num-rous persons to his knowledge that have information concerning

the 0Os.ge murder o&ses which they will divulge when they are convinsed
that the >overmment really means to prosecute these cases. Informant further

: st=ted thet ne 28130 4xnows the names of parties who accompsnied Bill Hale
- snc were rresent when he met sl Spencer and Dick Gregg, and propositioned
- tmem to murder .. B. Smith and family. This informant states toat for

nir to divulge tnis information at tcis time, ana especislly prior to his
.xowin: positively that tne Government is goimg into the cases, would ylace
rir in & rether delicete position; that should it leak put it would place
nir in & dangerous positiom, &nd would burt bis tusinsss; that he desires
very much to helr the sovernment in these matters, and stsnds ready, whenever
the sovernment cen convince him that it means business, and are actually
going to proces. with these cases, to sive the Government &ll the inforntiu

in his possession.

this case leads agent to believe that the facts set forth in this rsport

the information obtained by this informant is good imformatiom. Tha F
given will be immadiately followed out and pursued vigorously and all 1:1’&'-

A Ao ety

mation obtained will De included in & report o 10i1.i0W,
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:‘“{ .. THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT vaisnola City » Okla.
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; = REFORT T: DATE WHIEN MADY: mro-ﬂ_‘mcum REOFONRT MADE BY: oo
Buthr g! Qkla. 9/‘19/‘35‘ 9/9-36/85 __ | ___ Pe B ,ﬂnuh, A
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% - Y v CHARACTER OF CASI: .
- OEMBURKELRTETLL Nurder of Anna Bragh sy
. 22 = ogago Indian Im._ -u.»
. ba-ST -
< B | Gklanma 637 P8a Mok
oA SYNOPSIS or FACTS: Y,
' ., g -?/ JOINT REPORT OF AGENTS JOHN gm
*5 ) ')/ CHAS. R. DLVIS ABD Be Hao m
- Sumary of information obtained by these
Y Agents giving names of eonfidential in- T e %1
& e formants and results expected Trom their A
- cooperation; anticipated information of
i She present whareabouts of material wit- -
- nesses; and present addresses of numer- v
’ ons ﬂtnessnn +a ha noaad hafara Lwand
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Tha following is & report of the setivitics of the abewe i
named Agente during the period September 9 %0 16, 1925, at Pew- -~
husks, Pairfex, Hominy, Grayhorse, Ralston and smtook ocla, .-

k.

et

¥r. B, H. Pranks, who comducts the White Star Cafe at Fair-
s fax, and who is willing to assist the Govermment provided s
- % {Eome

name 15 not divulged, furnished Agents the follow
a drug sddict and 4ope peddler now m
e at Bj.xby 1ived at Pairfax at -the time Anns Brown was u:br T

R—. ¥ 3, 7.} -.nﬁ when the ocounty anthorities were investigating Bryan
Burkhart and Rrnest Burklmrt; that BRASTMAN would gather with o
erowds and get the feelings of the people and keep the $wo St
hart boys and Bill Hals posted on svery move made by ths ﬁ%hi"‘

ities, and that he acted as a gpy for Bill Hale, ldrlliﬁ pr :

the genersl talk and feeling of the people toward himse

Burkhart boys, of any newspapsr artiocles pertaining to the case,
and of the srrival of !'edertl #fficera. Mr. Pranks ﬁu:th.r m

42-5033-2
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that at that time EASTHAN lived with a woman by the name of Lusile
Boyce or Boyer who conducted a rooming house at Fairfax; that this
woman was now oconducting s rooming house at Bixby, Okla., under
the name of Lucile Brown, and that EASTMAN was supposed to be 1iv-
ing there with har.

Mr. Franks informed Lgenua that "DBDI'T-V 'l't.orsm is IBBUBI'.LB]-
witness in this case, and the person who sold ligquor to Bryan
Burkhart and Anns Brown on the night Annas Brown was murdered) was
released from jail about two months afo and retumed to Feirfa:
that on his arrival in Pairfax he learned he was wanted hy the
Pederal aunthorities, and left, and is now somewhere in Florida.
Mr. Pranks stated that he 4id not know Morgan's present addreas,
but would obtain it and furnish it to these Agents.

oa Thaorlre ol stated that he would tr
Mr. PrarnzZs also stated that he would tr

|

material witnesses in this cass.

Agents located Little‘John, or Johr* Little, or Jomistar, ¢m
the Pairfgx Jail, where he 18 being detained on sococount of being
a dope addioct. This man is an Osage Indien, and his oorrect name
is Jo Tittle Star. Agents were advised by Agent Burger that this
man is*not wanted; that the witness wanted is a carpsnter named
Lit'f"TnJC‘.‘i'nvn' or "-‘.+ntrn Little. Lr, ﬂrm will en’deavcr 'l'-s 10%*‘%
Little Steve, or Steve Little, and furnish Agents his address, anmd
any other information regarding this case he can obtein.

While in Fairfax, Agent Davis met Rev. A. E. Tuck, pastor of
the Methodist Church, at his home. Agent Devis disclosed his
identity and informed Rev. Tuck that he would like for him %o
assist in securing further evidence in regard to this Case.

Agent Davis found Rev. Tuck to be a true and fearless Christian
gentleman and willing to assiat the Govermment in any way,K in
bringing about the apprehension of the guilty parties. Rev. Tuek
furnished the following information: That living in the home of
Ernest Burxhart, are lr. and krs. W. G. Betts, who are members of
Rev. Tuck' church and good Ghristians that Betts told him that
he, Betts, had talred to Bill Hele on several ooccasions and told
him he would get into serious trouble if he didn’t cut out his
erookedness; that he, Tuc, ofter visits the Betts in the Burkhart
home, and that no doubt Beits coumld give the Govermment some wal-
uable information if properly interviewed by an Agent 4f this De- }
partment who is not working under cover. Rev. Tuck also stated
that he had discussed this case with Mr, P. P. Glass, one of the
members of his churck, and proprietor of the G. & G. Stora at ‘
__}

[
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Pairfax, snd found him willing to sssist the Govermment in sany man

ner possible, that My. Glass did not know anything about these III'.‘-
ders except fron hearsgy, but might be able to furnish some infor-
mation as to the whereabouts of missing witnesses if properly inter-
viewed by an Agent of this Departmernt who: is not working under gpvwesr.
Rev. Tuck requested that his name be xept strictly confidsntial, and

stated that he would furnish any sdditiénal inTormation he mgn.t ob-
tain. L

The following rj.tnesses were located:

Mrs. Allie Richards is teaching in the pubdlic schools at Yaw-
husks, Okla.

lla.va Claremore, Mary Blaockbird and Mamie Pletcher are st

Mary Starr is living near Hominy, Okla.

RoyABumeh (who married the widow of Henry Roan) is living with
his wife on a farm near Fairfax. He was recently released from jail
after serving a sentence on a bootlegging ocharge. Agents were in-
formed that he has quit bootlegging and setiled down since Snake
Thompson, Prohibition Agent, has established his headgquarters at

Tar 4 v RPaw ﬂ'hnn"l- I PFaernn oyt Twwde dhat Qralra Mhamenoasan £~
e L b ohe Gl g PAR=in N J o4, bl bk e W L Ll S WL aﬁuuu AMRY Lo Wil v MLALLERDWEGS *Mynuu i -

member of his church and is an honest, fearless, Christian man, and
car be trusted, and no doubt will be Iilling to assist Agaents of
this Department if ecalled upon; that he is arresting bootleggers
every day, and sooner or later will arrest some witneases in this
case, a3 it appears that most of them are bootleggers and law vio-
lators. Agents understand that Mr. Thompssn wants "Shorty" Morgan,
mentioned above in this report, on a bootlegging charge.

Gaorcel James fihn waa with the Armas Rrown nartv on

W W W W el e TRAa N - et e N VLA Wy vl

=
Anns Brown wes murdered) is a gambler, drives a red Builek
car, and still lives in PFairfax.

Joe MoGuire, who formerly lived at Rmlston, has left Ralston
and his presant whereabouts are unknown. Mrs, Bob Mo3padden, who
rons tha MoSpadden Cafe at Ralston, informed Agents that l[oGuiro
and his wife and two children used to board with her; that MoGuire
and his wife had sepsrated; that Mrs. MoGuire hal remarried snd wmas
living in Pgirfnx but that she 4id not know the nsme of haer mrasant

Y LuE yEUGDLY

hns‘ba.nd and that MoGuire took his oldest boy with him when he left
R&lston.

ha niszht

touring
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“Nax Billings (who with Al Spancer and others met Bill mo’

his pasture, where Hale offered money to have ¥. E. Satth’s honse -

l" ) o X _

/25,

dlown np] has @ general merchandise stors at Okesa, Oklas., KTy part-
nership with a man nsmed Wright. They are going t0 move this stoek
-of merchandise to Tulsa, Okla,, Where Wriglht will run the bnsinses.
Billlnse is guard&ian for two or three Osege Indian minors who own
several farms in the vicinity of Okesa , and he will remgin mero

managing theae farma. T
At Pairfax Agent Wren met A. W. Adams of El Paso, Texas, whonm
Agent Wren has known for a number of years., an? who is a Lner . .

of B4 Pimberlake, also of El Paso. They are pasturing some £600 -
hear of steers in Bill Hale's pasture. Agent Wren hal a oonfiden-
$tial talk with Mr. Adamgs, sud wes informsd by him that he had haX
& nomber of steers stolen recently; that two cars of steers hal
been held up by the commission merchants at Kansas City, and among
them were found some of his steers; that investigation showed that
these steers were loaded on a: train st Hominy, Okla,; that three
men hal been arrested for the theft of these uttlo, "and one of then
had confeased that they had besn stesling cattle since last April.
Agents were unable to secure the names of the three men who were
srrasted. Agent Wren ie now at Fairfax, and will be sssociated
with Mr. Adams, going to the pasture with him and assigting him in
checking up his stéck, which will put Agent Wren in a position to

ATe A +ha smapt nf +ha mon maekime e
meet Hale and the Barkhart boys and thes rest of the men WOrEihng o

the Hale ranch where Adams and Timberlake have cattle pastured.

Dr/ D. A. Shoun, one of the physicians who exammined the bodies
of Anna Brown and Hem-y Boan, and who treated W. E. Smith before
his 4eath, has moved from Pnirru: Okla,, to Denver, Cole,, but is
now at Pairfax visiting his brother, Dr. J. G. Shoun. Agents were
unable to obtain Dr. D. A. Shoun's street address in Denver.

Cantinned.
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3poc131 Alq}:tant $o!
dlthri., Oklahou;.

sir:

Your requaat of the Bth instnnt for ths Baﬂignae 4 of Yaticral
Bark Zxamicer Denton'to'bxuaina €ha national hanka 2t :2ft;’k" aﬁ#
particalerly. m%um Bask: qrﬁaxem;‘ et

Bt s

by Ve, Wamsey wlth Dopuéy comptrollor of the M rrerey %. S StsurL-'

and ha hzz been assured that Hr. Denton will be $ast-nctel Lo na

(desire: exanination of the bank nsmed i-medi-tcly.

o 2‘"1.0"31\!«:: ,
Ansiatant Attorgey GEQHPJL.
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Oklzhoma City, Oklshoms, S

]

Director, - o ;
Bureau of Investigation, ., EUREAY OF nyr sm;;;,agq
Department of Justice, ATTENTION #2. l UCT 5
Washington, D. C., e r 1925“1
_ l BN __f FARTRENT oF m'mg
Dear Sir: - ‘ . T
. r i b Yiv: Two . ﬁf;?
5 AR R A
Re: Osaze Indien lurder Cucec. T
" Information hes been coming to me from informants
that I have worXing or the above case, as well zs irow sgents

worsing on the case, to the effect that former Unitea 3tzies lar-
shal Alva }JcDonald has busied himself considaf&’cly in the gbove
case, endeavoring, so I understiend, to defraud those implicated
ir these murders out of money. Information comas to me from our
coniidentizl informant on this case, 3s report: tnit have been
forwarded to you in the last few days will skhow, t:i2t i'cDonala
mede the propesition to William K. Hfale, the nrincipsl firurs in
theee murders that if fiale would give nim [25,000,30, he would

"beat" thess cases, Further, I have inforrotion that hg has. sser

some of our witnesses amd h.as teen endeavoring to t2lk to tham
abcut the case. All of this information, togethsr with otaer ac-
tivities in this case charped to him, lecds me to melte the state-
ment that it i3 my opinion that he 1s the map resnorsible for the
dieappearance of our file on this case from the United States

sttorney's office here,

¥ith this information to you, I will sev that it

aransrin-. A on 1‘--\ e e

1s my vnderstanding that lr, MeDonald is preparin: 50 £0 0 Wasi-
inston 1In the interests of this cuse and will eventuallr 2xll at
your office or the Interior Department; that he is, according to

my undsrstanding, going to pass the informetion he hos to those

that he has occasion to- see there amnd to make 2 PI‘O_{_'.‘uSiti n to

get charge of the case, I am ¢ertain that all that he is afier
1s_aid ip his attemrt to extort money out of thoso tn&., 2re nown
to gullty of “the Indian murders., Inowing hir. te ¢ vary clever

g nis pronosals, I om passing this ini‘omation to yru, as I thoushs

_____ 2=

i Wniie

tigpt you would probably desire t0 have his'movenents cover
{fashlngton and get to the bottm of his eetivitiss tiere. I 2o
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Director. #2,

keeping him covered hers and I am of the belief :hat before this
matter is over with that he will Ye comnectsd with it in soms ma.n-
ner, although the information that we have now has come to us :

"second~handed"., I am following up 81l ths lea.ds viﬂorously and
will report results. - _ oo

Reapectfully,

-‘..a.b-‘

TB.':Ba 'sPecie.; ~fpont in Cusrse,

TAEPEL B0 A T »;wn'-.r"m‘m Rd‘wm"’m rm fmf"’l. ALY 4 R & S



Department of Justice
" Burdm of Fnoestigation
Mashinpton, 8. ¢ '

ECANY LN N WU O

Ogtober 12, 1925.

gy T

ASSISTANT DINCTOR

Prom my Xowledso of the activities of
licDonald in this case, I 32 satisfiod thet .Ts
Lnmite's hypotiesis 18 sorracty aud zhat yveDonald
ultimately will be found t0 be the Oue rospons~
idle for the ai suppoarsance of the files from the
U. S. Attorney's office in this JG08.
The question, howover, arigas 1§ 10 vaether
t this matter taler uD .ith *he Indi.m 0f-
to blocking axy oF ris activitics
ou maerely waunt nim coversd on

you wan
fice with a view
thera, or wuether ¥
nis arrivale

Respectfull;

ocry — o
-M{'h‘{‘i‘}p . .V |
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“RRYAR BURKEART EY A1 Tace S

ani ope te the Owl Drug Store at Cromwell, Uk.lahoz:n.
. We B. Copelend, Feirfax, Oliaho*':a.
Blok. Crandell, Fairfaxz, Oklahorm,
" H. Crzndell, ralrfax, Oxlahorm.
0. ) Crosaland Fairfax Or_lah‘*m.

B4 Finchsr, Feirfex, Oklahoma.

Yarvey Freas, .:iheriff at Pawhoisks, Okla. -~
Dock Haw«ins, now at .edb Clty, COkla,

John Hazlett, PTalrfex, Oklshora. -t
Charles Hembree, reirfar, J.dahom,

F, C. Hoefer, Mairfax, Ozlzhorié.

A, C. Punsgakxer, Under Taker, Fairfax, Okla,

J. Ve Hatchison, Depaty Sieriiff, Feirfax, Oxle,

George James, rFairfax, Okla. S
F‘ioyd Jarrett, now in Mcilester Peritentiayy. L

D. Z. Johnson, attcraey-at~low, -eirfsx, Oxkla.

R, . Jorden, was irc Tulsa Jail, now out omn bord, home near Hominy, Okla,.

lee (zhorey) lorgsrn, wes et yrnona, Usage County, Oxla., sbout five
Wee<8 &850. Inls m:‘;rfm tier furnisned oy Tost lsster okenss, who advisged that
Korgan received meil at thmt time. rost Tlaster Lhan«s states tmt Morzan left no
forwardin~ address, wher 'orcan czlled ior his mail last, that should he learn
Horgan's present wasreabouts he will notify ~gert in Charge, T. B. Thite, Oklahomp
City. Post Muster snanks also aaviged sigents tzat Lorgan wes wantsd by Chief of
Police at .ynona, Cilz., O & boot leziin- charge and should Morgan be arrested,
Post Haster Shanks will notify ageut in Charge, .hite.

Ve 5o Lyun, Fzirfez, Oglsa,

Y, Cu lziew, oantz Fe agent, rrirfex, Jkla.

Zerry Uorman, relriax, Tklc,

Roy lossbver:ier, fzrmer, lives Detweez :rairfax snd Gray Horse, OXia,

Bgyr Iemnizk, s O o COmLS, hozminy, Okla. Agezts unable to locate Hay
Pernick but FPost Mester at ominy, advises that . C. Cocls has moved to Fingfisher,
Okla., but had no forwardin; adaress for witness day Pennick and that thers had been
no mail come to Hominy Fost Ofiice for remnick ana that ne did not know his pressnt
address.

Charlie Jaick, famlly resides st Ciltor, ukla., a2nu his brotasr Vay zulck
runs & near besr stand ncar Fost Cffize &t 0ilton, Okla. Post kzster Herbert Harris
at Qiltor, Okla., agvises thot witiness, ’herlie “uick, can noWbe found at Bessie,
Washita SDunt_,, Cilas Trnat mall addressed to him frequently passed tirouch his
office. Post l'=ster ‘&rris aivises thet if there is any change in Jharlie Juick's
sddress trst he will rotify azexnt irn luarge, T. 3. White, at Oklahsma Zity, Okls.

‘valter Doolin, star Houte £ oat of “ominy, Okla.

Fred Howe, now at Pewhusiz, OXie.

Prank shaw, state Rep. Fairfax, Okla.

WMoy B-ith, Fost lsster Thompsor at sartlssville, Okla., savises that titnnll

Roy Smith left fsmrdirb address, viregil, K;nsas, and should thers be a chaﬁcg
this address he will so sdvise ngent iz l.arge, Qs 3. .Lite, Oklaspre Tity, mﬁ '
Eote: It eppears o &je.ts that witness, oy Smith, is & "iterizl witness as &Q

{iles ahow that he overnesrd a proposition between Hsle and Menry Grammer te¢

Srith off,

=
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N : Frank Terrill, now at Pawlmska, Okla. : - e -
' John Thompson, % Osage Torpedo Co. Pawhuska, Okla. - R
S '-w'{ ‘ J"m Bs Pinker, Pawhugkn;- - LB wmmmaiTr R v T, T e s . e -

_ Sem Tulk, Chief of Police, Ponna City, Ok.‘l.a.
SR f Benry tard, Dealer Jewstt Uars, Pafirfax, Okla.
e iy ’-:x!m p B n’ilson, Justice of Feace, Feirfax, Okla.

g o) GOECERNISG G § WHI 5

The followins witmesses were located to—-wit:

ORI

Parl Fowler, Pawhuska, Okls,
. Pryan Griffin, Attornmey-at-ILsw, Oklsehora Jity, (kla,.
R L, G. Johmson, Undertaker, Pawmsia, Okla, .
¥ Charles Kelgley, (dead) Pawlmsksm, Oklsa. . o aﬁ“’ﬁﬁﬂ'*#
2 Roy and xva Locklin, last zmown ldd.raal armsal ity, Eansal.
, Delia Masunikmshs, Pawhsuka, Okla,. -
1o & Earl javage, adaress unknown, his wife, kinnie savage 1s now at "‘ulu-

Oklghcmm, streat sddress unmmown.
attie omitherman, Worten Bldg., Pawhnsks, Oklahomm.

CQUOTRNING EEFEY ROAN MURDER.

The following witnosses were located to—-wits

Ce . and Lila isbbrook, rairfax, Gcia.

Roy Sunch, who mar-ied Herry ?nan's widow, lives with bis wife {nee lrs
Yernry Hoan) orn & far- nesr rairfaxz, Okla.

Vernz De Araocld, teirfax, OKla.

Johr Zmbrv, oonver Hghts, Oklanoms Jity, Ckle.

Mamie Fleétcher, Pawhuska, Okia.

Wylle Heines, Sr., Constable, Zeminy, Okla.

Jack Hert, wes seer by agent Furger at Surbanz, Okle, a short time ago.

John lelain, % Capitol Life Ins. So., Jenver or Oiflahors Citye.

Bob Parxer, City Marshal, rsirfax, COkla.

Dr. H. 2. Prentess, rmirfax, Okla- (his wifa Yrs. Zrace Prentéss is

= ‘| post m.stress, -sirfax, Ckla.)

k Jiz Apnodes, rairfax, QOxla.
Lew {ller, .amirfex, Okia., is in jartnerghir wita .rm. K. Hele of Pairfex, Ok4

Eote: A few dars ago Oller's son was found in possession of stoler cattle which

wer: shipped from Hominy, (kla, and Eale swore to complaint asainst son of Lew Ollers,

and others and it is rumored that tners is nard feslings btetwecn Hale and Lew Ollers
l!,.‘.::h) e T

" y
L L2 &‘&

at present time.

© Bwv, Tuck, Fastor of k. E. Church at feirfax, Okla., and mmtiundli}ti
previpus report by these ageuts, advised agents timst should he obtain any (ﬁ'ﬂﬁt{_@
regarding these ca2ses tnat same would be forwarded to aAge.t In

3o0x 125, Oklahoms City, Okla.
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