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IIIFTDN. BUREAL OF IRVESTIGATION
AND REFER TO

b MTTIALS AND MUMEBER

Beparimerd of Fustice
Burean of Fnvestigation
Washington, B, .

Angust 12, 1925,

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. GRIMES.

J"-'u P AT
ﬁ_ B JN Ny 3

,_
3
<

IN RE: EDITH F(E, violation of the Nationsl Yotér Venicle 'rizeri:‘h'ﬁ
Subject was arrested, together 'ith her- husbancé, Harry rux, :
at E1 Paso, Texas, on August 22nd, 1921 for the theft of a Ford car,
the property of John Barluform of Pueble, Colo., which she had ziolen
and driven to Ama.rillo, Texas, where she was Jjoined by her husband,

x

On Aungust 25th, 1921 in accordance with the Instructions
of Assistent U. S. Attorney Elfers of El Paso, a compleint was filed
before the U. S. Commissioner charging subject, J. E. Deverse and -
Rarry Fox with violation of Section 3 of the Faiionsl lotor Vehicle
Theft Act, and they were held for appesrance before the U. S. Grand
Jury at Sante Fe, ¥. M. An indictment was returned egsinst Edith
Fox and Harry Fox by the Grand Jury et Santa Fe on lMereh 6th, 1922,
snd on March 13th Edith Fox entered a plea of "guiliy" ard was

«  gentenced to serve 60 days in jeil and to pay the ccsis of the
prosecution. Harry Fox was acquitted,

Edith Pox, together with Claude Parker, W. C. Perker, and
¥rs. 1. G. Whitten. were apprehended by the Sheriff at Terry, Oklahome,
on November 12, 1921, in possession of a Studebeker car, the proper#yﬂf;
of Herman Schmolder of Peoria, Illinois, whick wes stolen on Novexder-
'9, 1921, All of the above subjecis were indicted on April 5, 18z, and;
were tried at Cuthrie, Oklehoma, on June 15, 1923, ECith Fox'wns
sentenced to serve 4 months in the logan Countv Jail at Guthrie,

Oklehoms.

Very truly yours,
T fy RS, v ¥ K'&,_g,.;
) _},,J hECUm lais 'k. ”’"DE"!’ N




omn,
o/o Hon. Lafayette n-cnch.-
' United States Lftoraq. '
St. l‘uﬂ, _linne_guu. "

In a.coordanco wit.h you.r roquoet ! m trana:ﬂttbg,, 7 |

harerl:h tho folloﬂn‘ nfomt:on contunod .’uu ths ﬁln thh
rega.rd to tho oue of nmx;mx‘ ﬂolat!on or m ‘B‘a,tionn'"" ;

AT
4. .

”“Bubjoot was masted tOgethar with h@‘m
: hnsband. Rarry’ Pox, at l‘l Paso, Pexas, m
August 28, 1921 for the theft ¢f s Ford oar,
the proparty of Jokn Barluferm of Pueblo,
. Colo., which she m stolen and drivon te -
Amarilloy, !om. vhbro nhe vas Joinad vy, her
4 huaband. L . 1 o’
_3 ‘ v SN v ¥ .-p"
U5 On kagueb 25, A9EL, In sesordance with thei
P J.mtmct:oni of, Assiptant U, B. Attorray Kifars
+of Ky Pasos & oomhlnt was filed Yofore ché’ "
U. B, Omuionu M‘mﬂ nJ:Wt. T ‘. e
Daverse and Harry Fox with viclation of wactim
5 of the Wational Motor Vehicle Theft Act, and
they ware held for appearance bafora ths U. Se
grand Jury at Danta Pe, N.X. An indict:ent wae
retwurned agatnat Bdith Fox and Parry Fax Vy the
Grasd Jury at Santa Fo on Maroh 8, 1922, tnd on
Rarch 13 Bdith Fox entered = plea of "gui" ty”

and was sentenced t0 serve 80 4rys in (o0il and to
pay the coats of ths prosooutlon. fy fox
was a-oquitted. a

Bagth Fox,’ togothar with Olande Pr.icar, w. [ 7
Pax‘kor, an& lrs. L. 0. B‘hitten wera a;mrarsne.ud L
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Ere Xdwin Brown 2 _ 81/

" by the Sherift &f Perry, Oxlshora, on Fovember
12, 1921, in pocesssion of &’ Studsbskor caw,
the property of Horman Sohmolder of Psoria,
Illinois, which was stolen on HNovembar 9, 192
All of the sdove subjssts were indleted
Apru 8, 1922, and wers tried at tuthrie, Mn—
" home,’ ok Fane 15, 3923,  Rdtin Fox'was m«-}
tmumgmt}uummcm
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 Bepariment of Iustice
Bnrzag of FAnuestigation
- Washingtan, B. &. .

August 5, 1928,

This telegram is based o fNo-BPAL re-

§1 r

quest of Mr. Rldgely who thinks that Mr. Smith

lhpl‘lld come. -

Bespectful

;‘4 i
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mwm OF INVESTIGATION -

g e

* ..,.;:.:,_ Bepariment of Iustice
Burean of Inuestigation '
Washingtor, 3. <.

’_"‘ : : I mordmo with wy tolephono mauags to
: you, this moraing Mr, Ridgely came te.my-office and -
discuszed the OSAGE nunm'as andl rolazel matterso

qumm.unr—j . A
LA , T .

He stated that ¥r, Brown had oommunicated with -
Mr, Wixson and that, to use his own oxprouion. "Mz
Brown was"running wild™ snd insisted that he (Brown)
be given suthority with the Agents to institute an
fmmediate and genoral investigation of the United States _
Attorney's office. Speoifiocally, Mr. Ridgely wanted
to Xnow whether we in the Burean had sny basis which
would warrant such su investigstion and I told him that
30 far as I personally was aware, the only informaticn
of this character was in the form of statements msde
by both the Agent in Charge and lir. Brown that they knew
. that the United States Attorney had given coples of our
- reports to prospective defendants or their friends.

A

.

i
S
A

! -

Fooo I assured Mr. Ridgely that the Buresu had in- -

- structed the Agent im Charge that he was to att to
Burean matters entirely and not become involved 4n any
difficulties which Mr. Brown may be having with the
United States Attorney,

BW D AN e OWD SN A SN

Respect

Pl 1.u;"..,,.,‘ \ N
M R 3k ﬁ«& *“‘-:g;:%»‘!:‘
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maepartmeut of 3 ustu:z '

INFORML J.OK IESIED CHBCK aF A.uL MIONA.L BAKKS ?AJE”HUbKA E!C“‘"’T

WEAT T LOOX ¥OR. SUGGEST HE BE AUTHORIZED 0 EXAuUINE.
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Se pt. g, 1925

,.-;:‘%_ L . 3 fm’ ‘:..::
““rotlowing~1n£ormation z;om Ir. =
S ?e."”"“ e ;ﬁ:hzﬁ %_"I}g' -.-

__ty'ﬂOmptrollar o: the :
telsphone today raoetved by him' from Kr. Ehite

in telegram:a

"> ; n*" e I i

~ i !
-odiy h0p0 ‘to £ind them conseqaently di‘fisulf

LA e 'JF’

wi '~—-w;.‘

L . T -
e Gty s

f‘to obtain ;gxprmatlon3

now at hand indioatee*transrers may be founa tnroughfjf

one Institution only, Fational Bgnk of Commerce.”




*lr. 2o Bs "litﬂ;’l‘.-’i»"
By Te Bﬂxﬂlﬂﬁ
Oxlahozti Ci

7ith fnrt%ar referance to the oheﬂkiug il '
national Yapk oxaminer, of all netionmel bapyres in Jewhuiis |
. 8xcept the Liderty !atianal 41 order to veriiy the truiws~ 4
L. 7 petions of Wlllizw L. Hele, plesse b2 edvised *rat theiof .
" -fice of the Compiroller of tho Curreney sister (hef you's .-
‘hops to entablish oonnections between suy one «f ihres
"“wporaonswor any.one of- sons Lorky other persons ﬁy‘m@ﬁna.
. of tranafaras betwoen accounts,. purobuaes of drafis, atc',
"oovering the period of five yeare. Na. Gef1ﬁ4t” tranafe:s
.are known and it is only hopud to confire them. It willi'
be very diffdemit to o0%tsain the informuiliocn deuired, &3 1t
peare that the natioral bank examiner la of the op..,.ian
¢t transfers way be found through the Nationsl Zenk of
:r.morco. ‘The asccountants of. the Barssu of Invea tiggxtam
hvo no authority upon which to make en investigation of -
‘the Fatlonsl Bank of Jormeros, snd ‘the pationsl banX -exams
iner ‘cannot mske ap inveatigation of fhle Bank exao;pt aéi
tho regular per;od oxanlnat;on aato. e 3

-
.,- '

Instractions ha.ve bean 1ssnod 1o muom;. Db
" examiners,making exeminctions ef benks, tc discsoetly m~
‘deavor to dbtain thie ianformation. Upcn raﬁa*p. of . t}e
- { 8ane you will be procptly advized, '

Very truly yours,

s I R R - .....‘—‘::—-..a...-n....— o el o e -

- .
a
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Department of Fustice

The General Agent JDE-MMP
Washington

MEMOR.NDUM FOR MR, HOOVER, T
Director, Bureau of Investigationm. ) RS
_ J ,
fhere is transmitted herewith memorandum of Mr. Ridgely, /

unler cate of August 28th, end letter from Edwin Brown, Special
As-istant to the Attorney General, under date of August 24th, with
resvect to exmenses incurred by him which can not be allowed in his
regular ex ense account.

witneases;

would pe as confidential informatiom.
It would avpear also that the automobile for travel fram i

Guthrie to Pawhuska and return, which was made epparently by Mr. Brom _ '

ani one of your agents, could be paid for from your appropriation, \'V '

/¢

Respectfully, v ;

General Agent. 7

&
D e, iy

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOE _ |
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2‘ Box 513.
foal. 5. migley, - : P —
Departmsnt of Justios,
Yashingtem, D. C.

My dear @enoral Ridgley: )

During eur recent confersnces ia Tushingtom, I ssutioned %0 yeu - ogus
abomt the possibility of my being reimbursed for some of the nedessary expenses
that [ am put @ incident o the Osage Burder Cases. The following are @

fov examplas: -~ L e

L

v
wvho was forusrly connested with 2 bang of bank robbers
tn Osags County, vho is now helping in the Lavestigetion, has Desn doigg
ae congidersble good In loomting witnesses and getting (nformatiom generelly
for me. Ho and his family a8 very poor and they have an ald Ford ear, which
bs uses in driving Irom place to place on this work, and I have peid him some
mangy out of my own pocxaet for grsoline ard oll for hie F.rd. RFothing fer

his personol work. iie is very falthful snd willing and comses and goes for ws
at sny time we asx him.

Anothor exmmple is whore cespeative vitrom:e. drive In for consld-
ersbles @istences to see me and i taks them to lnmoh or dimner es the cams may 9.

Another instanoe, I Alred a ford ooups for three weeks and kave nsed
it altozether or businems ocomMcoitnd with these cases and Lave pot driven 16 fer
more than five mfilas for oy own pleasure. As an example ir using lt, lats
Saturce; over ‘ng wne of the egents and I had a osll %o go froe Guthrie to Paw~
busks immedistaly, a distanos of one Mundred and tzgnty five mlies, and Lf we
had watted for the train, we could not have resoned thers until sbout six Suslay
svening, but I toak the ocar and drove over there Saturday evening, end wes sble
to attend to the matter the first thing Sunday smsrning and returned to Quthris
Sumday ajght. Otherwise 1f we had meds the trip By rall, we eomld met heve
gotten here Before this, kNorday afternson, sad we womld have besn wnable to interd
view the pwpls we went to see. I was out Lne neagssary gasoline and oil fer

These are only some of the items that I have Desn mt, btms it will

an {dea of what they sre. I, of eourse, can get a recelp or the "
Rire of the smotmobile but pannot get arsceipt from sach pecpls as as 7L
they vould immediatsly becoms suspleifghs, LT asxed to sign say paper, and ap ~
for taking vitnesses to lwnoh or such expenses as that, 1t is preotlicelly
lapossible to de. Up to dets, I have spent at lsast §150.00 to $200.00 of ay
money s0laly for our interest ia thess mwarder cases.




7 tWhen I see t.h-tmhuponﬂt.nr-, that I have smunersted, are ald-

- ventagus 5 we and Bave gotten good resulis, I have unbssitatingly peild Be o
- ayealf, bt as kprum ses and I sse thet such things are egming wp
¢ 4

o pay nY ovR :
* N titled 40 bs relmbursed. If X oould afford it, Twowdd ... .
' gladly do 80 and say nojliing %o the Lepartment about it. I discussed $his
metter with the Im.u of Investigetion and was advised that they hav
of using "Blue 3lips" for obtaining eonfidential information, h t the Juremm i3
somewhkat ssparate from us, end I vas unsble %0 wndgrstand juskt dov to
it without receipts or instruotions from you.

e

if there 13 any way by whish I oan bs reimbursed for my expeolitares
up to dats and know that the same will be taken oare of im the future, I wish
that you would advise me. o

I can make an item_zed siatement of et of the sxpendiiures and ao-
eompany sams with my affidavit snd tbhe affidavit of one or more of the Speogisl
Agants, that the samc has been truly spant, and thet the zams has beer spent
insident to these Jovernment cases, tut as I say in some instances, it vill be
impossible to furnis> reoce ipts.

I think that you will readlly see, that aftsr having sade thess eax-
penditures withomt xnowing whether I could gst the monsy bsok, thet I will mot
spend any momaey foollsaly sad for vtuer tham the good % be soocomplished in

e o o Gasss and in =g=_.-:'r i‘%“qce i he‘-‘ A..gnt_s !e.'k;-‘.s !!.'-'—h. =8 or ‘-{e’!!'—‘ —l--

Charge »..i%e will werify woet i say, pruvided a verifisation is needed.

M tae argusent of the wotion to stay the smscution in the Bdith Pox
sase, the lourt ook toe view, ami I think rightly, that it hed smthority %
recall the Mu dete at any time waring term time. Toe only propesition that I
sould use ia ergament was, that before ths deferdamnt oould ask for s re-hearing
in the Ouurt of iy.eal=, she or oe susl parsuvnslly surrender to the mmthoritiss
habmthﬂmtmthfuﬂ.mm, and as nedles for her sotion for
stay of sxecution dad bese: served upo: the United Jtates Attornay or Mr. Ingruhem,

ht at the hearing on the motion, the sams was opposed by the Gmnt. the
Oourt thomght that this woulc relleve her of that obligation.

hen I was in the Departaent I went to Caldwell's offiee thwee or four

timss to see him, tut be was out on essh cedssion I wis swhen you see his,
that you would tell him that I was thers and wanted to pay ay respecis ts him.

With kindest personal regards to yourself, 1 am,
»
Yours very truly,
Rdw in Brown
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%0 Nr. Ridgely under date of Angust 24, 1925, by Specolal Auhhﬁ Eh

te tha ASiorney GaHerai ¥iwin froen. Tou Illl nots from the. S
hthr that Wr. $oWn has been using a Confidentisl l'.ntbx-ntw ‘ \

the name of (s he lavestigetion incident to the Oeags
mma reqests .umﬂwummmﬂr&lmﬂ‘
’ l\- Ford sutomobile. e

X ot -

VZ S S
. As thare l‘ m W@rlauaﬂ “.lllbl. m m
‘“ 1teme exoup ting that of Deteotlion and ProseSutiom of Crimes,

. Jou wrs requastad to confer with Mr. Brown an {testiagd . B’ID
list of such expenses es he has incurred for and also sulo~ I
1le bire in travel froa Juibrie to Pawbuska and return, sueh travel
man _r-ni_\.-“-“ wlw -l\- h- B, Qm!rs ang one nf tha A.’hﬂ.. =A' m !"—‘E—*—%ﬁ S
i sapenses way hc rencersd by you, cr the Agent tm‘k!.ng vith Wr. :*_,"_,%}(,w .

, ot & blus slip as Confidential Informetion end forverdsd to
for sttentioca. On m-nut. of same yuu may nm *r','_"“. B
inun for his sxpandltures: AL

{”

£

The items referred w in the thlrd paragreph of Nr. 'g "

letter, lunch or dinner fer vitnesses, cannot be allowed nd :.ﬁ%*%‘ﬁj

sot be inoluded in the asount. L R

: - Please glve tnis matiter proopt attention and also inferm | i "r -
: Mr. Brown that the hiring of this Confidential Informant er $he .
- travel by satomgbils must not Ls made & regular prnth- SRR < do b o

Yory truly yours,




OFFICE OF DIRECTOR

Depariment of Justice
Burean of Invrstigation
Washington, B. G,

WA
m-i-hl A,

LRl
5 September 12, 1925.
MEMOTANDUM TR VB, GRIES

o The synopeis of the attacred report is

& not in accorcdance with Bureau instructions.
It ie descriptive or administrative rather
than an actual eynopsis of the facts ae ob-
tained.

“lease advige the Agent who prepared
the report.

Yery truly yours,

Djrector.

Inc. 49248

Ndoevens
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*  THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT . P
~
RIFOWT MADE ATy * ™ DATE WHIEN MADS: PIRIOD POK WHICH MADE: | REPORT MADEBY: .o v oo vovr s, i 176”.
Guthrlg, Okla. 9/1/25 7/17 to 8/31 F. S. Smith, E'%&.‘f‘;‘-ﬁ
LT i 2L ) s enamacTin or cASE < e caem: N AT
: B&u BURK=ART ET AL Purder of Anma Brm;f*, .
S S Osage Indian?f . ?&M
ot . {0.Ce 70/1/5)
?ﬁw*i SYNOPSIS or FACTS: : JOIET HEPORT AGENPS SMTPES ¢
-5 ‘ STREET, BURGRR AKD VURPHY.
_ b2 5033
Statement obtained from 3B, B. Crane r’_‘/
concerning murder of Anns Brown. Reference o
1 Blackie Gord being in custody under rederal PN
C:arze in Osage County. Stetexent obtained
from lrs largaret llitchell nee Himes concora-
ing rurder w. E. (Bill} Smith et al. Possible
developments bbtained from Henry Cormet
tarough & coniidential informent. Reference
reported theft Government files Osage case
from United otates Attorney. Agents notes
concerning distribution reports. . }
DETARS:

Refering to joint report mede by Ageant, Smith, dated 7-17-25 identical
czption snd statement tlerein bty Dewey Selph and . C. Belley, and the conneaction
of B. 5. Crane and Blacxie Gord therewith.

AFPROVED AND
PORWARDED:
7
WASHINETON
REFERENOE:
A : SEP] 0 1525AM
4 ARTMIENT OF JUSTICE
S S Files il
T T ROUTED TO: FLK i_
/ Dir. Tuc B L’“v
Y i 71

=

.
K
P

Y L
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P. S. Smith T 17/17 to 8/31 -2

STATERET OBTAINED FRCE B. B. ORATE:

o 4 o oanglibee »Several days before Amma Brown was found . _
xR murdered; I was at Barnest Burkhgrt's home,

at Grayhorse. I recell that Dewej}.Selph,

Clarence,Bailey, Kslseyjllorrison, Bsrnest

Burkiart snd seversl others were there. e

were all drinking and we played indian Stud

Poker. 1 was very drunk while we were playing

poker; I don't remember the time of the night;

Tewrnamt Miwlriae née Foaloenr Hanmiconn mmd e
AL MO Y DUIRGL vy DUADDY AULLLIDOVL Gla JOWDY

-Selph went into anotiner room, and talked,

T T IR, M A
L

S ."‘
T B ‘
ey ‘".‘“.ﬂ““"v\-\ LRV SN A
¢p ‘

¥ ‘? ! Thek Dewsy Selph came back, and called me to R
: one siae anu told me that zarmest Burkhart

wanted anna Brown bumpesd off and &sked me what i

I thought of it and said our time would be I }1“?“1

mede worth while. I told Dewey that kind of

money wouldn't be any good to us. Dewey did not oo

say sny more an. we went bacc to the poker S

game., later on the game broke up, and Jewey

Selph said to me come on, and he &nd I, Kelsey

Morrison, -arnest Burkhart and Clarence Bailey,

went out s&nd got in marnest Burkharts Buick

car and -arnest Burknart drove us to Fawlnsks ST

and stopped west of town nesr a bridge. zhen :

the car stopred Kelsey Morrison zot out of

the car, ané walked away. ] was drinking and

peid no atteatior .o what vas s:id before Felsey

left the car. Felsey wes zone some time and came
¢z in & car and irc this car I remerber seeing

Anna Brown snd another women tast 1 peid no

I attentisn to anc cant say who she wes. I dont

- remember whst was said but Nelsey stopped his . B

5 car and then drove on 4ff and zarnest Burkhart

followed., sarnsst drove on to his home &t

Grayhorse. +o got tuere some time aAbout morning.

¥e 81l oot oput ane I layed down and wmnt to

sleep. Later Dewey Selph woke me up and Jewey,

- Clareance, Bailey, .2rnest Surkhsrt znd myself

Sl drove to rairfex inp Bsrnest Burkhart's 3Buick

oer znd ate breakfast. 4+ dont rememder sesing

Kelsey Yorrison or anta Brown at zarnest Bark-

hart's house when I wake up, &nd we left for

Feirfaex some time later. I rezall we all went

to Grayhorse and saw some races. I remembsr

'
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seeing Bryan Burkhart &t the reces, and slso 4 %f; v
Eelsey lorrison but dont remembsr seelng snna - Mfé. v
Brown. After the race some time in the evening e -
: I remember tzat uvewey, myself, Kelsey MHorrisom, FoE
sarnsst Burkhart and Clarence Balley, went to
H L Barnest Burkhart's home and ate supper. This wes
é’i ¢ ;)/’:
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This was late in the evening., I tried to eat _
{ but got sick and vomited., Some tims after = T TR
i supper, marnest Burkhart, Clarence Ballsy,
Dewey Selph and I, In Barnest Burknart's oar, N )
B il loft Zarnest's house, Xolwey Xorrison was not = "W
‘ with us when we left:; when we got to Grayhorse h
which is a short distance from Barnest e
= Burkhart's house, I saw Kelsey Morrison, inm sy
Brown and another men and wormn that I dont
remeber sltting in & sar iz frout of some store.
Barnest Burkhart stopped his oar near Kalsey's CTe T TR
car and I paid ng attention to what was siéid,
but we then drove on and Eelsey with iAnms Brown
and the other two followed us. ¥ drove down to ™
Fairfex. .e stopped at Airfax and Kelsey
lorrison, =nna Brown ana ths others drove up amd
stopped. carnest Burkhart and Dewey Selph got
out 0f our car anu walged over towards Xelsie's
car. Clarecce 3ailey snd I remsined in our car
and I went to sleepes The next thing I remsrber
I woxe up &nz our car wes in frornt of the notel
at xalston and kelsle lorrison's car with Anna
Brown and the other two were at Halaton. i all
got out of our car anc went into the hotel.
Clarence and . set down in the Lobby of tha
hotel and sll the others left us and went some
where in the hotel,sxdept the man anqa woman
wnon 1 dont remember t-at was riding in Eelsie's
cer zna they staycd in Kelsle's car. In a little
while Clererce znd I wanted & drink anc was
afraid to uring ir the lobby sp we went put
and got in _arnest Burxznart's car and drank some
whiskey which we he ., and I went to sleep. 3Some
time later I dont know what time but around day
light, -arnest sand Jewsy ceme &n. got in the car
en. drove te rsirfax, 1 did not see Felsle snd
Anna Brown cgaln. At Fairfax Jewey Selph tooX me to a
hotel and put me to bed., This was in a room;ng
nouse close to the vepot. .hen I woke up I eat
and later say ewey, wno was sitting in front
01 the place where i slept. I toldi ewey toat I
believed . would o to venoys and see albert
Sturnson. I left rair:ax in a bus going to venoya.
Tne next day 1 oame bac.a to Falrfax and met Deway
apd the next dey I went to Ponca City. In about four
- or five days later I sew in the paper where thsy had
S found inna Brown murdered. I have made the above B
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3 . stetement of my ovn free will and accord, because

;gg - I felt thzt the Govermment shoula imow all the

Fx1 tacts thet I hzwe told. B. B. Crane. witnesses,

MR e S &nith, Je 4o stroat.”
E B. B, Crane is now coniined in the County Jail at Ia Junta, Colorado,
& ‘g
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charged Jvith felony by that State. Arrangements have been made with the Comdty

P. S. Smith

Attoma* and Sheriff at la Junta, lolorado, by which Crane will be availabl -

to ths Government.

REFZR'NCE BLACKIE >‘(}OI:TZIZ):

-

Gord is now confined in Osage County on a Federal charge; theft

interstate shipment in defeult of bail in the sum of $6000,00. ZEfforts are in

progress to heve Gord divulge ths true facts.

. o
M CONCERRIFG TH. MURDER OF W. B« (Bili) SMITE BT AL.

Vemorandum statement obtained from Lrs largaret litchell (nee El?!)
— L 4 ,

by Special agert, llurphy.
STATEM XT OF MRS MITJHELL:

®Phat she cume to Fairfai, Okis., during the
3pring of 1821, and secured employme=t &s &

nurse in the reirfsx ZIospltal, whers she

worxed until ths 3.1 of that year; tnst at

that time ner nzme wes largeret Zimes, she

having met anc merried 8 ur. Je Zo Mitchell

at ruirfax; that sne was &ssi-ned to the case

of .. . 31117 3mith on mniznt duty; that

durirg the time she was his nuirse he never made
any statements to her regarding who might be
responsible for the dynamiting of his home, but
thet darins his sle.p he muttered several times
verious names wnich she wes unable to understand,
also he atsted-"they got cita and now it loois like
they heve got me."™ That he was afrzic he mizht mention
nomes wnile he wes asleep, anc upon wazening

woul. &t once ask ner if he had mentioned any
nzes durins his sleep, and on being tolz he had
not, woul. seer releaved. krs Mitshell also stated
thit she was not present “hen Bill omith msae a
dyin: stztmant, as s.e ws asied to leave the room
by ~r. Shoun, anu the only ones present were Jr.
Sapun &nc some =ttorneys, whom she did not know.
Lrs Mitchell furtzer stated tiet some time sfter
5111 .mith's deatu, she was &s.8d by Jr. Shoun

to g0 to the home of Sryen Burknart as nurse for
3ryan, who wes ill; thzt she refused to go, staeting
she would not nurse any Indians or stay in their
horeg,but finally agreed to taxe the case for ome

W tl
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S : day only, until they could obtaim - Ty
) f anpther marse; that during the day she was _
3 there, %ill Hale, the Uncle of Bryan, B
B I visited him and she was asiced to lemve S - R
the room so they could talk, she going L
out on the porch and slt in the swing; that T
in a short time Bill Hale came out where she e B

was and tried to engesge her in conversation,

finally askinz her if Bill omith had made

a dying statement, to which she stated she e
replied to him ~"That if he did I would not

be telling it." lrs Zitchell is of the opinion

that Bill Hale woula like to get to ber to o
szcure any intormation which he thinis she
MRy KNOW."

(/%ddress Largeret Litchell, Nemlin, (clahome, witness under surveillanse
ihputy sheriff EBebler, who will keer agent advised of any change in her address.
POSSIBLE DEVZLOPL. 10os

Throuzh a8 confidential informant, one Hem'y)?ornet wus interviewed in
County Jall at Anadarko, Oklahoma, where he is confined by the State of (klahoma
under cherge 0f bank robbery, and sisted as Ipllows:

Tnat he is In possession of mteriel
inormetion relective {sage muirders; tnat
8houla he divulge such iniormation &t
tnis time and his enemies in Osage .ounty
trnrough any mecns detect it, trzt they
would use their eXxerted efforts to convict
him in the cases in which he now stands
crnarced and while he is coniizent of
acquital wnen czses are tried .ept. 17th.
ornet promised informent that after his
trigl that ne would divalce all informstion
in his possession and would aid and assist
tne sovernm-2% in the Osage matters. =~ .

The confidential in:orment has great feith in Cormet doing this. Cornet

outlined to informe:t briefly some or the meterial facts in his possession, as

o

»That sometime prior to the marder of .
Benry -=oan, Osage Indian, that Bill E
Hale, master mind suspecti, in Osage

marders, &nd ane Henry “‘ LMmer, now

: decetsed, but then the %ing of liquor

S ' ' Lo
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menufacturing and d4istribution, and e

a fence and protector for, and manipulator

of the law vioplators of Usage uvlatrict, ’ A
Eo. o were overheard plotting the marder of =~~~ T REILRNY

5 Benry Hoan by a friend of Cornet. That
their plot wes to have Rosm killed on

- Cornet's rangh to lexve the impressisn

R aliaias SCRE 8

.
e thet Cornet committed the murder; tat
repeatedly after their plans were laid
B that frieunds of Hale Grammer organisatien T SRR
B - circulated mumarous reporta that Hoan
L and Cornet were bitter enemiss, and that
-3 Roan was going to kill Cornet snd that : N

general line of propaganda to impress the

pablic of toe animesity existing between

Hocn and Cornet. That he, Cormet, knew DR
three indiiang who have material inf.rmetion

relative to Usage murders and who e will

cauge to tell the wnole truth; that he kunows

two men now in the Penitentiary at licailester,

who actuzlly participated in the uszge

murders, who he can cause to diwulge the

full truth.”

[nR Ut

&

It is a developed fact thet Just prior to the Roan murder in Jan, 1923
and at the time of snna Srown's murder in 1921, that Jornet, Grammer and other
suspects in usagze lurders, were an organized gang of hizh powered criminals and
¥new the heart beat of each other, which justifies anticlpated results from
vornet, as be unquestibnably has infpmation of interest.

AGIT'S FOTES:

ror the information of the Bureau, copies of all reports of special

P ~cents with reference to Osage marders up to Jan., 1925, were furnisned Unlted
"z - Stztes .ttorney, laurer, for the .estern vistrict of (Klahome. lscently Mr.
?; Msurer advised Agects thzt 811 coples.of the Usage cases mysteriously dlsappeared

from his office and advances the theory tnat they were stolem. sSince January

at which time thass asents were specially ascigned to thaese lunvestigations

]

no coples of reports have been Ifurnisigd the United States Attorney of this A

District, and will not be unless otnerwise inatructed. Under iustructions

.
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of Specia Jjgent in Charge, T. B. White, the original and two soples of anwwww

coples
reportg ! furnished him, and by him sent Dirootor of. B“";;E;f“i‘ :hr::; :mz_ﬂ“ i

resained fn files of these Special Agents.
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e General review of results obtained L
b " ggi by thase agents operating under oover,
o omTE naming witneases to be Interviewed

glving location of materiasl witnesses
. and suggestions of agents. '
%
wpawmsks, Okla. sept. 8, 1925,
: ®r. T B. Jhite, Box 125 Okxlahoma City,Okla.
& Re Osage lurder Cases., Joint report mede
by agent Parzer, .ren sno avis from Aug. -~
12, 1925 to sept. 8, 1925, endeavoring to
secure further informetion and locats material
- witnesses in the above oases—~gents working
: under COver. D0 NOT WRITE [N THESE SPACES
= e ’mwm
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2 ru*uc AND VICINITY;

535«- While Agent Daris wms at thp waite Star Cafe
at Fairfsx oondnoted by one Mr. Franks, one Mr.
Bmith of Fairfax, whose son-in-law, a M¥r. Dencya,
gwng a dray 1ina at F‘nirfn.‘x- stated in convar-

maioe MY AR am T =TrE YW

sation vith sgent Devis and l!r. Pranks, that he

Smith came to the Oazge country in an m],v day

and took contracts to dig mter wells for the

Osage Indlans. M¥r. Smith stated that he knew all

of thy Osage Indisna that had been murdered mentioning
Anna Brown end Henry Hoan, who had bean murdered near
Falrfax, Mr. Smith stated that he elso knew the Bill
Smith family whose house was blown up in Fairfax,

Td 1™ oo —ad o BE1TY ol b mhe mme a2 afaodoaw L e —
ELLILLIDE WLLS UL DBild JiBAL W WM WEE & .&.WJ’ ¥vé AL

Brown and who was also relstsd to the Osage Indian,
Renry Roan. Mr. Smith stated that Bill wmith, his

wife and a servant girl was killed when ths hom was
blown up. Mr. Smith further stated that it was thought
thet & rich ranchman was the master mind of all thes
three murders (but kr. omith did not give nzme of rich
ranchman} Mr. omith stated that these murders were

being investigzted by the Federal Government and detectives
now and turning to agent Devis asked Davis if ho was a
detective and when being told by mvis that he was not a
detective, smith stated,® I guess I have sald teo much
already for my son-in—law has told me mot to talk for
the vunch mey bump me off if I did.' Mr. _mith atated
he was 84 yecars of age and come irom c&nads at an early
day. a4t the Wide iwage illing station loceted about

6 mil-3 emst ot rairfaX and on the rairfsx snd Pawhusks
Road, this stztion is conducted by a man and his sister
and the mail box shows the name of Bert, hits in
conversation with the lady who waited on us she informed
us thzt the ranch across the road from their filling
stztion belensed to Bill Hale and she aaimd agents it

we were thinking of locating in that vicinity, om being
iniormed that we were looxing around for & lozztion steted
that =ill Eale was not & very gooa neighbor as hs
controlled every thiang saround thers, that he, Bill Hsle,
owed tnem an sccount of 50,00 thet they had purchzased
an old house from Bill Hale that stood in his pasture
scrosa the road fros their filling station , thet they
offered him 10,00 tor this old house snd that Hele said
th=t he would let it rot down before he woul. take §l0.00
for it, but finally agresd to take 25,00 for ths houss,
that they agreed on the price and they moved the house
overothe filling ststion, thst laster they sent Hale

a bill for the balance due them, that Hale then sent them

a2 Wi1T Lo CBEA AN A -{—*n +hat Fharr cewaAs h{m +had
& Vill U fadv o OLlELIMINS VIRV 48y (OWasd vises 9
- Pr———y————]
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amount for things that they had bought from him at
different times. This lady stated that she and her
brother d4id not ows Hale five cents but that Hale T o R

414 ows tEm, =tating that i= !“-f the kind of man

Ble is, that it was reported and generally known

that Fale had had an Osage Indian woman murdered and .- - ~=2nfilel
that this woman's bodywas found not far from thelr .
£illing station and that also there was an Osage C
Indian men killed and his bedy zound in a pasture O SR
near Fairfax, that there was & house blown up in the

town of rairfex killing a man, his wife and a servant

girl. This lady further salu that Hale owned and

controlled about 30,000 acrss of land near their

filling station, that sometime ago he, Hale, had the
grass on this land Iinsured for & dollar an acre or
$30,000.00. She further stated that he, Hele, had his
cow boys to go around and set fire to this grass at
night and that every adre insured was burned off and
that hs, Hele, hzd collected the §$0,000.00 Insurance.
This is sbout all this lady mentioned in regard to

Hale, as at this time a car drove up and we had teo

move out to let the other car inm. The above son-
versztionhs quoted are merely to show what is generally
¥nowr in the vicipnity of rairfax anc were voluntarily

on the part of the people quoted. Ko aoubt if the lady
en: her brotner who own zn: operate the ¥ide Awaie
Fllling station on the road between rFairfax and FPawhuska
wor: irterviewed by an .gent of this lLepartment, who

is not under cover, micht be adble to throw same light

on this case, arna 1 not on the murder cases, information
may be obtained as to hsle havins his pasture set fire
for the insurance as this is & prerie co.ntry znd only
a barb-wire fence anc & road between the residence of the
owners of the riliing aststion, they undoubtedly saw the
fire end mey hzve secn men setting fire to the grass as
they could see for a namber of miles.

|

AT RALSTOX AND VICIITY:

Agent Farker an: .ren visited and stayed all mnight at

the Jones Zlbtel at Relston & short uistauce from Fair-
fax, Acent Jevis remeining at Fesirfax. The proprietor

< #f the Jomes hotel is & man nemed Jodm Holder, he stated

' to the above named agents that he had lived in the country

for abput thirty two yeers, thet he had bean rumning the

hotel for about two ycars, that the hotel was owned and

ran rrevipusly be his step fatner who died about two years

ago. In s general c:nversation with kr. Holder 1ln regards

to investments eto he stzted that the country in ths

violnity of Feirfex an. malston wes owned and controlled

by a group of men and the leadins cmaracter of the bunch

was rnemed 5ill Hale. Jphn Holder further stated that

all of the hi-jacikers, boot-leggers etc had married Indian
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T " women and ha( obtained by marrying said Indiah”women

IR TR T TR

S the royalty and income of their oil and lands. EHolder

C appeared to agents by his actions to kmow or to have S
B - 7 -~ ° been next to the Hale gang activitles, and at a propep ~=HFWeRITES
3 - timc we ars of the opinion tiat Holder should be inter— o
e viewed by an agent that is not under oover, in reference i
B "4 to Osage mirders frauds eto, as reports made by other W
e % agents shows that the Jones Hotel was visited by Anma . ﬁ-;; -

’ Browm and Eryan Burkhart on the night thet inna Browm T

= mrdered. (o the same blook dus mest of the Jomes  HEmS:

Ll Vi WwAT TUVLMUS

»i
; Hotel at Halston is the restaurant where inna Brown
B and hsr party stopped and got sandwioches on the night _
% of tha murder., This restaurant is owned and operated ~—=iEREENT
¢ ? by a man nemed 3Bob lioSpedden who was also running this
plece at the time this party bought the sandwiches.
iy Reports read by these agents doss not show that Bod R
' MeSnadden was ever lcoterviewed and egent Frank Smith
st-ted to these agents that licSpedden haes never been -
interviewed-working in this restaurent is XoSpaddea's e e
wifs and daughter, the daughter belng acting waitress
and the wife doing the ¢ooking. :

~ 3
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While at Shidler, Agents Wren and Parker stopred at the
broadway rooming house, which 1s operated by John Gregg,
wife and daughter. Agents had & lengily conversatiom
with Jobn Gregg far into the night. In the course of
conoversation Gregg told &gents that the prohibition
officers had recently been in .hidler anc vicinity condusting
raids, searching men end women at darses for liquor.
Gregc said tnat the of.icers in 3hidler were & sorry lot,
thet some ofthnem would &rrest & men if they smelled
whiskey on his breath and that another officer wounld
eithar put & small falsk in his pocket or swear thet he
hed taimen the fiadsk off of man arrested. Vhile talking
to Gregg about coniitions of the country he informed us
thet cocetime ago some men had learned that a $200,000.,00
‘ pay roll wms in ons of the banks at Pawhuska, that these

K men got into the bank drilled & hole in the safs and

put in a charge of nitro-zlycerine and touched ssme off
anc after the explosion they discoverad that they had

put in too much an: hsd blown tne safethrough the wall

an.: had Jjammed the door so it couldn't be opened and that
they had to veat it. Gregg furtner stated it didn't take
much nitro to blow & safe thet these men were greex at

. the business. Gregg steted tost he had seen many eoil
wells shot with nitro. Gregg stcted that nitro was a very
' powerful explosion anu that somatime ago some ons blew

up & house in Feirfax with nitro-glycerine xilling several
members of the fmmily and completely wreckinz the house— B
Grezgz did not mention whose bouse it wus, who blew it up

or no n.mes mentioned for at this polnt of conversatiom

Gregg was interrupted by a msn who osme into hotel to
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