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"“_ﬁbne bv the OBaaﬂ Trival uOHnGll guly assemhlei at eawhusxa IOklahcma,

h"”I'hawe the honor ‘to acknowledge rBCeipt of yoar letter under"datatwef*T“

:f, named -decéuased to employ detective:, who worked on the cuses Tor Eev-_f

%_}ﬂg.g gase have the crlminiis been apprghenﬁed anﬁ.hngnght
‘a v . e .L.-:

“1*vee and property of members of the tribe tigt prﬁﬁg
tion te taken to capture amd puplsh the crlmlnals

85,0
,bollars ‘be offered for information leading’to the arrest. and o nvloﬁff;
ﬁ? the- party or rurties guilty of tie murder of any memhar of Qhe Qaag

‘if FUR“HER WE;OLVED that a prOper amount of money'be appraxpri&
- 80ver .the expense of apprehen&ine the parties guilty of orimaa a

,ﬁﬁg I7 WURTEER REOLVED, that the HOnorahle Secretary of tha ;n e%inr
Trequested to obt-in the services of the Department of Justice i cap
L“turing and prose"wting the murderers of members of the Osage "riba

Im TURT %ER RE :'LVED, that the Honorable Seoretary of the Interia:i
horived to asy for an appropriation from.Congresa of OSage triba
J,ﬂnpﬁa to cover the provis*ons of this resolﬂhion b 4 : N

zﬁis ‘ , day ng March, 19823."
On Naroh BC 1423, the ‘ollouiug lettef K waB aﬂdressad to thu

;uarch 16th, 19853, inclosing a copy of & letter-from George F. Shors,
. Attorney Senerul for Oklahoma, in refeéerence to the deaths of oertain
. Qaage Ingians within the pist few months. You esk #hat my opinicn is #-
with referense ‘¢ tLa cases referred to and wiut sotion should te ta- |-
. xen %o cooparute with tle state autirorities in naking « thorough invesgt-
tigation to detevaine the cuuse or the deatus ment1oned. _ T o

- In regly 1 have %o mdvise you, that the first of the esthe under 1nvesﬁ€
on odourred in Muy, 1921. 4t that time annig/Brown und Churles.
qﬁ;h%tehOrn ‘ware killed. mhese erimes were bronglt To¥the att entien~01
Osage Tribal Jouncil und they udopted a resolution asiing fhat &
%e fpf £$28D0 ve offered in each case for the arrest ard coumy \
murderers. In addition to the action of the Council,  th

1hats Cour$ authorized the saministrators of the estutes of the

ara; muntns Duuﬂzalleu to _secure &

X Z—llﬂ

,qfficient evidenca to ﬁhtgqn'____“_J{
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An inguast wés held $n the city of "airfax on March IOth at ihj“h

'gmiltx pattisas, -

fma shortly after
"srnmant would wssist in the detection and wrosecution of the eriminuls

"dt;triot and agosrtain what mction they desired to take and that I~

_;¢ha Department ol Justics. « ' X

fin this countyy aid I have baen renently adV1sed that certain parti'
BavE ‘$een continn. usly working on the 4nnie Brown murder which ocouxrraq

:;Erawn murder have been aiscovered VLo are ready to give their testimo‘
”ﬂif assured tha p¢otection of the Government. _

:[“ha popular Opinimn in Fairfax and ﬂawhuska is %‘at ona person 18 -,
,_of cir umstantial avidence ius alrendy been woven.

EI am o

58"

57 -‘J»P

r§ - ding txe victim. ‘TheBe crimes were follomea 57
“of ‘thd ‘8mith house early on the morning of March 1O0th, &t ﬁh §
ta Smith, an oeﬂge Indian, and her husbhbana and servant were ki

réprnaantative of this offioce was present, and the matter was bxp

the attention of the Iribal Council which met on Hurch-12thy #% -3
ie aspiatance of this office & speviusl administrator was .appointed at}
ngo for the .estate of Rita Smith, deceased, and arrangements mgia Toz
ploying detectives to obtuin tastimony leading to the arrest of the
T am sdvised that u detective has also been employe
.3y e city of Pu-nusks for the sarme purpose. 4 committee of thﬁsﬂi
. tizens of Wairfax, which was the re:idence of said Rita ith, wi&i
‘ne crime for the rurpose of uscertaining i? tre Cov=

4T advlsed the committee to take the matter up with their fellow fowns
‘men, &8 tkLe crime #as a matter affecting everybody residing in trat

would in every wuy cooperate with them. I am in receipt of a letter i
t&om the President of the CHamber cf Commerce at Tairfax, dated Marech i}
A8, 1923, copy of which is inclosed herewith; relative to the matter.
Aﬂhere 18 sttached to the inclosed letter the signstures of twenty-nine
. 0% the leeding brsiness men of the town of Mairfex. I am also inolosing
a-copy of the resolution this day jn:ssed by the Osage nribal. Council.
aaking that rewards be offered and also aSklhg for the aaaistance of

......

“pearly two years nzo. It appears from informstion furnished me tra!
,111 3mith, ons of the persons killed -in the-.explosion larch 10th, wa
active in obtain:ug evidence in the ainnie Qrénn cese. I have also ve
sdvised within tie last few days thut two eye-witnesses to the Aunie

and ruther a strong ohainlb

‘rectly responsible for the vurious mrders,

the opinicn that the buggeutlons made in the Qouncil lesdl
inc;oaed herawith should be followed, and I balieve it especially

igablp:that & good detective from .he Denartnent of Justice te ! Oﬁce.
ssigk&ﬁ %o thie case and ahen the time comes for trial that a épﬁq;gli

rcsecutor from the. Department of Justice te delegated to aﬂsistjth
County Attornay ot Onge County in the prosecution of the oda.. Ek




spr. 2-;,) 1923,

| tno! ‘wha t setps Ymve been taksn by the ﬁ%ate ofriaiati"iu%:
nd that Attorney General Short is very much exercised oveF the
4 hae promised to lend sll essistance possible from his - $ J
‘ km‘ whe ther it would bte tetter for the Department of m
work‘wit} the State and County offisials, or whether the De §
ould, protor to aot independently. I am oon:fidont however, t:

e e T ¥ hntra swn amablers wawd L s nu\uﬁna‘\-nn‘ PRy -‘A‘-
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tion of tho partiae guilty of theae crimoa.
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Pivrat
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_at Pewhusks and Feirfax, Okls. In some instamoes, dates ¥ 111 hn,lj.

_' plied 1ater and poeaihly other correotiona made.

13 keeply mtoreated in rendering every aaaiatance posaible to th a
aiiding citizenahip of Omage county and Bupplemented his httar, qno

deé.tha a.nd. nmrdera of several tridal oaage Indiana. hut for ahont tno }

a9l ‘houra he ga.va Agent the benefit of his memory and related mach that ﬁ: i




uzz Q.--Deceaaod Osage Indian and wi:lcmad mthar of mm B} n,

- . RITI KILE SMITH, MINNIE KILR SMITH and MCLLIE KILE B3
BART, disd a natural death in 1921. Tho da_nghto:ﬂ”‘”
" being har benefioiaries. _ Do s
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mm BROIH.-mMurdored May. 1921. Her body found 1n a ravine !ﬂh 3
: ;8 bullet hole through hep-bead and a bottle of wh!.ahﬂ;t;?
" laying near bher. BRTA.WURKHART was arrestam and '
placed in jail at Pawhuska, Okla. oharged with this %
nurder. WM. LHALE, et al,, . furniahed 'bonl for BURK~

HART and he was anqnttel. .

5. CHAB. 'HITEHORB.--Hurdered and bdody found neaxr Pa.whush a’aont
\ yoars ago. No evidence at this time to couple
desth with the auspected motiva oaushing tho

other murders.

fi*ﬁmnm‘fxn.--mea 0f "quick™ conaumpti.on avout the £ "'at ot 19:2.
‘ ¥o investigation made of hor death, 2o .
t0 informants. . -

%
s

4
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i HE‘HRY ROA!.--Related to Lizzte Q. a.nd who carried $25,000, 00 l.ifl

< ingurance mads paysble to WM. HALE, was murdered by un
known persons sbout Jan., 15,.1923, and his body Ffound
four miles northwest of Fairtax with a ‘bnllot hole .

vnroug’n the hesd. .

i

ITI KII.E SIEITB.--Killed in explosion when her homo was ‘nlown b
T atoma at Fairfax on Me g‘\lo 1923 at ahont

’,:nmrm BRooxstx.--maite domestic 4n home of RITI KILE surm,
T killed in exploaion. Ho relation. B

- -l..l..--_.l‘.n PR Py |

éxplosion ff‘i‘ﬁ B fects of i0Juries LKU.chu. 2

w. E‘. su:tm.-~nue‘oand of RITI KIiE SMiTH, died a tow days atter

-

| . HOLLIE KII.E BURKHART.--Only survivins daughter of lﬁmﬂ'@' zg-.;“'._"'.:f
] sides now &t Pawhuska with her hustand, m-,;.*
e , NEST BURKEART, & nephew of WM. BAIE. ... .- %!

A!oontidonti‘al informant tha.t will te ]mown a8 — ig

“this r?port gnd until euch time as becomes necessary to discloaa

-i.‘ .

?ﬁamo “hut who 1e euhatantial stated that severa.l years ‘ago
P‘(&f v

SMITH‘ married HINNIE KILE and was 1iving with her at the time ot
S, _ . | L e
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21 .‘-,sr“-“-‘%ﬁ',’q,__“ -~ mesns and looal politioal

.. Tiekal

.: Trank Y. Wright.

fs_at the nsaka Asenoy and olsewhero. Infonna.nt statoa ':hn' i

n. HAE.--I: 1 prominent whito farmo{ a.nd etockman ot ooj_ :ltlerat ».
nfluence, and is snSpe 1ted off
being the Yrains of the organhation. CoEe

msmﬁmmm.--xs & white man and a nephsw of EAI.’E and thi hu-
. " band of MOLLIR KILE BURKHART, the only surviving
é;* A daughter of LIZZIE "Q", and resides at the ,preaon't 4
timo at Pawhush having moved from Peirfax eince the explosion. ' Brw %’*’
ne % . Burkhart is absolutely controll ed by HALE, according to i.nform.-
Mi:§0n ‘rocaeived by A.gent i’rom 1nformant Numb er Two and also fron
} Ruxber Throa. | . ) pn T TR
“i ' BRYAN Bunxmm.--za & brother of ERNEST, and married an oaage girl
%@, : A ROSE LASIRY. The marriage was recently annulled
: by the Osage alstriot court on the ground that R

tva.a not oligihlo t0o marry, having bteen but raoently granted a. di#oroi-«

361 fi'rom her first husband. Sufficient timé bhas not yet olapaed undor tho

Y tato law to ma.ke hor ma.rriage with BRYAH BURKHART lega.

T,-=18 ‘algo a hrothcr ‘0 ERNEST and is, repntcd a8 B 2
ing an ex-gonviot and all-around, no-good Sharas<:
ter. Beéaring about the same general reputathf* % o

‘ “fao his two brothers, ERNEST and BRYAN. -
| 5. KBI-SEY\MORRISOH. " 1Is a boon oomﬁdhiii i the BURKEAR@ ‘brot‘hort_

: slid.! SLImIORRISOK.-—-—and informant states that he ﬂf %
'_?'-" > also under control of HALE; that MORRISON .
N csmé¢ to Fairfax from parté to informant un-

{ ‘Jmown. and hgs boen a whiskey peddlsr, eto., since; that MORRISON mwer

*.ried BILL FLETCEER'S daughter and was later divorced from her;. thgh,
: Shortly after being divorced from PLETCHER'S daughter, MORRISON merxri

& whit@ woman, TILLIE FOSTBR, who was the widow of BILL SEEPSON, &°

- #all-¥lood Osage. BILLYSTEPSON was found deal in bed about Degomder
- 15, 1922. His desath was atiributed to corn whiskey, but no Mvogi

_ t;nn aa mde‘ so far as informant knows.,




t, uhere he attended Pederul court on the same date, LBH
(Eote. The distame from Pairi'a.x to 0k1ahom city 1a ricg

4_dn.n a2 Y
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_ stated that prior to the explosion ¥: E. SMITH deceaaea had §
_‘Sua mm for $6,000.00 and that HAIE danied the otligation which was

' oatd 1n the snit to have been & oa.sh losa without aeourity. tha.t

ho. the cowboy, eaw mm pay snI'rH thrae thonaand dollara at ono

1n curranny from his, HAI.E'S pocket; infomant_
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It appears tha.‘b he is guilty of direct connecticm with t

crima | “and that the entering wedga to’

"’1

fina!.z arriving at the other guilty

., perso w! the several other murders,

$ ¢

ugaanenli ’1:1 gé_l: 1po ttinz sutfi—

g,
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Sonf-'s presance at Fairfax' at tha right timo the morniné of nar

_““ e g ek

_ 'HORRISON'S statement made to—(in' my’report -of 4
45 19233 1naioat os that on Mar. 10, 1928, "he MORRISO ea

n vy vaddi
vy Wil

-nb;‘-u‘ *y ; "'“
'~9c‘£' p.mawering the description of MORRISON'S sp0rt mo&.el Stuﬂe‘ba:ksr

o

ﬂndéiéloped 1ea.ds at
Fairfax tbe night of

gl

; ,b man rona of them
B town i
coming 1nto polsd :Erom a aouthea.st diractlop=

e Uny.. - an - L~ w 1 i

v-n'lgg'l on. and f.h_at 8 ggw minutes later BERKEART m_at he

of the explosion, wearing a night shirt. BERKHART 1ivas'dnn

the dlraotion from which he was seen drivingaoff a cmmtry roas. j.gent E
“x- e
haa not attempted to develop. thia and one or two other leada tor tho ;‘

;: i
reaso that it anpoars ’oest to oconfine to MORRISOH for tytime h{aing. 1

; arcer ne erp;
i *E -
L 1923. ‘l‘hat bafore his death and

ﬁ 1£¢ JEFF BUTCHINSON? attorney D. E. Joamson HLRRY anan. !




i rair:fa.x to Okla. City in MORRISON ) Studebaker oar, loaving Fairfax

’&ou% noon of Mar. 9, 1923, and that ED PINCHER, propriator of tho

" -. — statad “that DR, mnm azm uomsox

 Fairfex as late ss 11 P. M. G

T

I"‘speed that the man at the 1ight and powar plant at ]?awnn

: ﬁoticé a oar aﬁﬁwering the deacription oi’ KORRISON % oar - a SW:}‘




ipT. 10, 11 & 14,' 1923,

stated that m. M. B, ?RENTISS was m,

- """'ES": b ] -4\“4!‘6qu_-7

- -
e N

& .W

g ma tated that JOEJGmmoqsz. an Osase Indiﬂn ““’

examinatio ot recorde at J?awhn&' :

ig* -
iﬁhia case and BRYAN

-av_ ;

.r‘!'t

tsr o tho Silver Moon Cafa and -the prOprletor ED FINCHER took _ﬂiv

sl segyed i £

Pérsom : whom¥
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*¥rank V, wright. aprs 10, 11 & 14, 1923,
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i’hgt h'a noticod tho oar sta.nding in front of the oai'e g.s ho? lott tho

.;s‘,—

jaso 00 snd lost.

«-am,

!‘111 he fo llowed.

~
!‘"‘3 _:-—-b

,a.sed Bta‘bea that about 8:30 P. 4. Mar. 11, 1923 J. II. WARD DICx

3 J'airf __

5313, 4

5‘1 ,ﬁlt
34 Lory o u‘b hs uii’e (ﬂot having been advzaed of her death) and i.nqu

R,

. Z Y e
-13-“ -»‘: “.t




Al Lol B Ak N NN

Y N D
L

‘ woro BILI. m a.nd E‘{NEST BERKHART "

9%""‘

31,, Ve,

se an heir tha.t said will Bnipul.a.teo. tnat upon 'une a.eatn of altmr

tha.t Ye , suma. was her father; that MRS, ROGERS is about twanty om

"t‘ “

M o
yeara 1’ age anrl that orth HE)

-

of th faot that We E. SMITH was har parent Fi_,.. “.-v-""-'l-?-i ek
3.torney -JOH! SON stated that, JOHN LASLEY to1d him that ha.
‘ i.:!t a‘irtax about 10 A. ll. Friﬁay dar. 9, 1923 with KELS MORRISOH ‘

land aome‘nod,y eldse) and that they drove to Okla. City and tha.t they

 was the first person. to advise ner




be b hd b bt D ﬁ'i‘d;&- A, .

-
&

ipr. 10, 11 & 14, 1923

SUNHO

'}f_‘,‘_’lqr'ﬁced a'b tho Stuaahaker a.gency in Fuirfax a. whila was

A fg

5 ,%ﬂ

' :Lnférred ‘tha

s E

a.a".tth MORRI SON on the au‘bo trip from g‘klahoma. City thst ?bhsx,. ..

oo.gqrrence and cmversation as stated hy

L

is appa.rently a.fraid to mantion a nume above a whiapa:, a.né. wa;moh

mora concerned in extracting a promlsa of gecrecy from this Agent

‘m"

"*‘than in stating what he knew, but will probably "stand np" on t:m A
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31&’10': trom aomsthing esid to me 'ny a party six months ago.'_'

| msr BRRKHART murdered HEHRY ROAN. | _' B 'De.lejnows

—, a su‘natantial citizen, stated. tnat on'fh
l -

night of Mar. 9, 1923 hetween 11 and 12 o'clock he wa.s going hm_ixnﬁ
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;office

nvestisation of

A ;gt o tb.o :tollowing lettar from the Dﬁ'eotor o:t Burean,

, to sy 1atter s44n, enoloaing - pho
rvice Dapa

t“hn-':tuo of the
4 to mm':ders of OSage ndia.ns up to the

imme diate attentien.

'negnn h;r Agont wri
r the a‘nove t:Ltle.

i.nv_eatigation was ght on Apr. 2 5 and &

pril 5th u.nda ThlB report was

ﬂt mailed on April 5th and ahould have been reooiv

letter above quot ald.

ove 1nveetigation ﬂuring thi

c,ont inund the abo
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