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€ mgm BUREAU OF WEST!GA'I%

. o, 3L 5. Department of Eusﬁtc "
. P. 0. Box 1276
" Oklehoma City, Oklahoma
November 27, 1935

* Jv-m;. i B R

of

'ATR MAIL - SPECTAL DELIVEKRY - .

Director, '

Federel Bureau of Investigatf%n,

% U.” 8. Department of Justice,’
_ﬁ"‘PennSylvania ive. at ch.St., N. W.,
washington, ‘D, C.

e
- * e

e S
: ‘-Re:WK___(___l_t&-"
APPLICATION FOR PirDON,

¥ ¢

"1 ’ On Rovember 27, 1935, i#r. C: E. Bailey, tne
.United States Attorney at Tulsa, Oklsiioma, cslled me by
long distance telephone and stated that he has received
from the office of the Pardon Attocney, U. £. Deperirent
of Justice, Washington, D. C., & volumirous application
of W. K. (Bill) Hele, serving life in the U. S. Peniten-
" tiary et Leavenworth, Kansas, having been conviected in
the Osage Indian murder cases, fcr a perdon.

o

Mr. Bailey ctates that hc desires &« full ané
complete discussion of this metter with Special irment T, 5.
Smith of this.office who perticipated in the investization,
knows meny of the facts eand is scqueinted vitk the beck- Rt
- ground of Hale. Le ctated that it is his desire to conler N
with ir. S~ith in this metter on December 7, 1935. Lo

Unless the Bureau specifically direcis to the
contrery, I shall have Agent Smith proceed to Tulsz for
this conference vith Mr. Bailey.
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g]'ehm'a[ Bureaus of (Enﬁmhgahnn
- M 8. Brpurtment of Justice ?’:_'
- Fashington, B. €.

Deceuber 20, 1635

A In compliance with the request of Mr.
" Grimgdsll, I am transmitting herewith two copies
each of abstracts of criminal records as appearing
in the filas of the Identification Division of
OWilliam K. Hale, our file #FBI-33408, and John
R‘?m"'svi:"za“r ITYe #FBI-34165. > .
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B *

Reapectfully,

U AR,
‘ L. C. Schilder. @"Q“&‘
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33.53 Bepartment of Justice

?.
Post Office Box 1276
Oklehoms City, Oklehoma
December 28, 1935. .
Director,
Federel Bureau of Investigation,
United Stotes Department of Justice,
Pennsylvania hvenue st 3th Stfeet, N. .,
Haahington, D. C. S
e torwe - < O
7 ~ RE: W. K. (BILL) 1A

akT , N

‘Application for Perdon.

o ‘ ’ '}'-
" - R o N

mqur.
C e b .. {, .‘
\ ’ Please refer to my letter of Novcub:.r

1835 in respect to this matter, whereirn it is 1nd1cmted
that the United Stetes Attorney et Tulss desired e confer-
-ence with Special Agent ¥, S, Smith of this office.

-

B You sre advised that Agent Smith conlerred
with Mr. Beiley, the United Stetes Attornmj at Tulse, concern-

© 1ing this case on December 4, 1925, Mr. Boiley sdvised Mr.

- Smith that he does not desire any invest%/,ilon at this tire.
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Januuy 9, 1986

MENORANDUN FOR THE ATTORWEY OFNERAL

I an in reeeips of information from this Buresu's Oklshoma
city, Oklahoms, Offies that United States Attornsy C. B. BDailey at

Tulsa, Oklahowa, has received from the Pardom Attorney of this

Department the spplicatien of William XJMle for s perdon. NHale is

i presently serving a 1ife ssatence in ths United Btates Penitentiary
~ | at Lesvenworth, Xansas, fer the erims of w on the Osage Indian
.B;’T? \-f This Buresu investigated this wdoég oase and. as lt

may be of junterest ta you and informative in the event you wish to

take any astion, I am sulmitting an outline of thy oase es disclesed

- m— by the investigation eonduoted by this Buresu.
| The Ossge Indian ocuntry lies ia the Ossge Bills, situated
A she portheastern part of Oklahoea, s Deautiful rolling oountry
oy : vered with tall, greeu linestons grass, amd eonsidered the finest

eattle srastiz ecuntry in the world. “fhe Odage Indiid Reserwmtion,

and a half sores of Indian allotted land, is the largest sounty in
the State, being larger in area than the entire State of Deleware.

€ whieh is $dentical with Osage cmty.’ai}khhm. consists of & million
It i boumlod on the uoutm-t by the Arkansas nnr. and mahu

R N R N T W | Y ol e s Aala o adk

from ﬂu'l. Oklahiowd, o the #outh o Foboa City on the geirth, &

.

distance of approximately sixty miles. It is also eixty miles in

width at its widest point. Yo give sn additional 1dem of its

jxmenaity, in 1532 it oontained over sixteen hundred public schools.

This reserwation was sequired by the Cherockes Treaty from
the Cherokes Indians July 9, 1886, The county seat at the time of

the events related was Pawhusion, having a population of eight
usand, Other towns and villeges in the oounty are Mairfax,

‘"-J‘wne. Bomine !‘nu-ln. Perehine. Skiatook and !gl;sggg!,

D

{ "9
! %o its alnoﬁ. inaocespible canyons which served as hide-outs for
notorious oriminals.
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Osage County and the -urromdhg territery eontain wvery

rw : f try, thickly wooded with timber unsuited for
) QJ t affording sxoellent concealment ir additien

At ths time of the murders from 1921 to 1523,
n for all types of desperate coriminals who
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Prisr oo the Osage Indian tribe beomming imaensely wealthy
over-aight through diseovery of ¢il en the reserwtion, William X.
Hale, dnown o6 "3111%0Hale sud sometimes dudbbedO’Iing of the Ossge®,
drifvsed into this territery from Texas, au caeducatied ME nere or
lsas uneouth eow puncher snd eattle thief, dut possessed of & domineer-
ing persocality. He fimelly susesedsd in eontrvlling 45,000 acres ef
selest Osnge grasing land Dy means of leases, and soquired §,000

aerge owtright, in ssditisn 9 controlling s Sank at Petrfex, »
ond pwning & posrt Sn & stere there, growing immenssly wealthy from
his dealings with the Csage Indieme. Tvestually he beocsmw & millicn-
aire, who dominated lecal polities and seemiagly eculd mot be punished
for tny of the mamy erimss whish were laid at his doer. Bis method
of building wp pewer prestige was to put warious iadividuals under
stligation % his by meams of gifts or favers showm %o thes. Con-
sequantly, he had & tremendeus following iz the visinity eamposed not
only of the riffraff element which had drifted ia, but of mamy goed
and smbetantial eitizems.
AR Coe af the notoricus sharseters who shered honers with
. ke Bale a8 boss af Vhe eriminal glement of Ostige Coumty was

_ s & sotorious srimizel whe had eomplete contrel of the
Ostge Ligquer treffie, and who was reputed to keep sertain weds
surpoundiag his land lighted up by means of & privately ewmed power
plant, vhere he wrked & gang of erimisels who had fled from all
over the United Itates day and might in making 1lliocit liquer.
Orasmer died in an sutomodile aceident prier te the investigation ef
the murdar otses, and st the time of his death had on his person
$16,000.00 in oash. Ne i supposed to Dave Leen murdered by o
notorious beadit who was with hia st the time of the seoldent, bDut
o9 investigation wes ever made by loocsl autheritive, ae his death
was smmsidered a sood ridéance. There waa & yapismg wound under hias

. ¥ te give em fdes of the wealth of the Osage Indisns sfter
oil was Slscovered oo their reserwation, the following is the net
per eapita income eash Osage Indian received from the common fund.

1920 é 8,000,00
1921 (the year of the first surder) 8,800.00
1828 (the year of four surders) 12,400.00
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To give sn additionnl $dea of the enormous wealth ef the Osage
Indians, thay bave been paid & tetal net reverus §241 048,289 ,.82

sa
§
i
¥

5 |
1981. 1t is isteresting to mote theat the tride consisted of ealy
spproximately 2,000 Indisns who enjayed hesd rights,

From 1921 to 1934 four deaths GoousTed in the Osage Indian
ecuntry wnder nysterious o\Féiitanses. These persons were thought
te have bDesn murdered at the instigatiom of Willism I. Hale in order
to eollest insurance and meke twe of Esle's mephews sols heirs to oil
propertiss of the murdared Indiems.

On Nareh “. 1’”. the Commlssiomer of Indian Alalrs,

of the Interior, Washington, De C., requested the aid of
this Bureau S0 investigate the murders om this reserwtion sad from
that date unti}l ¥illiam X, Hals was convigted en Jazuary 26, 1920,
& peried of appreximmtely six ysers, thers were astively sssigned to
the investigation of this case thirteen Speoial Ageuts of this
Buresu. There were Alse twenty sdditiomal Agents of suxiliary offioes
of this Burequ engaged in s guasi-astive part eof this investigatioun.

Just prior to the investigation condueted by this Buresu,
two dogen Osage Indiens ¢iled under suspieious elroumstamoes, and the
sutire Ossge Indian Tribe, as well as the white eitizens of that
looality, wers tarror-atrisken and in fear of their liwe, This
made the task of the Buresu Agents extremely 4ifficult dessuse law
abiding citisens setually feared to converse with the Agents relative
% the recent deaths. Te odtain information the igents were therefore
foreed te work under various guiees, sush as medieine men, cattleman
snd iasurance shlesmem.

4

Auna Browm, divoreed daughter of Lizsie Q sn immensely
wealthy full bloed Osage Indian, was murdered om May 22, 1§21, tiree
siles from the town of Fairfux, Oklashoma, eu the pasture lands eof
¥illiem K. Hale in the bDottom of a small ruvine. Investigatiocn
disslosed she was murdersd by Kelsey Sorrison and Bryen 3urkhart,
whe had taken her te this lonely spot. Norriecn waa msypried %o &
full bloed Osa;e Indian and Bryan Burkhart wes & nephew of ¥illiam
X. Hale. When Anna Brown wes in e drunken stupor, Burkhart held her
while Xelsey Morrison shot her in the back of the besd with a B2
oalidbre sutomatie pistel which had been furnished him for this
purpose by Willism X. Bale & few hours prior to the actual murder.
Thess facts were developed by a confession of Yorrison, whe testifiec

~ at the trial of Hale, and wers substantiated by the sonfession of his

wife. Eat #illiams, a bootlez er, also substentiated theae facts,
statin, that he saw her rurdered while he was delliverir, wihiake;

ordered by Lorrison and furkhart.
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Lfoturesque full blood Osage Indian, six
spetinen. Hes wore his hair in plaits
was an inveterate drunkmrd, who stayed sway from
his homs for weeks at a time. About & year prior to the murder ef
Henry Roan, Williss X, Bsle had taken out a §25,000,00 1ife insurence
m:mrot_thaﬂry Grammer outlaw
geng, wade friends with iosn by msans of foea's fondness for whisksy
out ea several coesasions, ostensibly to fernish him

111
;

liguer, but in reality teo murder hiz, CUpon sach ocoession, howewer,
Eaxsey lost his nerve, dut fimlly persuvaded Foan to drive teo the
osayes eut of sight of the roed, where he shot Foan
through the bask of thw head with a .45 ealibpe plstel which he had
obtained fros the areenal eof Heury Gremmer. This oecurred oz January
3¢, 1923. It was developed by Bureau Agemts that #illlam ¥. Hale
hired Pemagy teo ocoamit this murder, Duying hie a §600,00 Ford
sutoneobils prior te the murder and paying hik §1,000 in essh after
the murder hed besn sommitted. It was developed also thet Xeury
Greasmer bad furnished Jodm FPamsey to Eals &3 the killer. Msants
dody was disoovered seveinl daye later sitiing ix an upright positiom
in Rhis car. The faots surrcondin; the murder of Rosn were proves
by Jomn Exmsey's owm oonfession, as wall as by the goufession of
ErnsetiPurkhart, nephew of William X. Bale, whe was present at all
negotiations relative to the surder of RTomn. Joht Raxsey did mot
ever knowmboan's pame at thae time he murdered him, tut had simply
had Foan polunted out to him onm the strests ef Teirfax, Oklahoma, by
¥illiew X, Bsle as the Indian whom Hale wented killed. Bale was

& self-appointed pall-dearer st Eoan's funeral, and Rsmsey, the
sotual msurdersr, vpon viewiag tha dody of Roan, pretended to be
doeply affested.

¥illiam B. "B111F $mith stated opscly that be believed
Willism X. Bele hed killed iiemry Roan asd Anne 3rown and would set
hesitztes S0 kill the last of Lissie Q's ebildren, In addition te
his faot, William ¥, Sxith and Tilliax i, Hale bad had an argurent
sbout $6,000.,00 whieh Smith olaived Hale owed Rim. On the night of
karch 10, 1825, the house of Williexm E. Smith was blown up, baving

O

| &
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Memorandum for the

Attornay Ceneral -5~ 1-9-36

ﬁ*‘ s five-gallem bog of sitreglyceria sxploded wnder 1%, killing Rits

o Smith, wife of Fillism B, Smith, énd Nettis Prockshire, s white

| serwat girl, instantasecusly, snd berridly megling the body ef
Willien E, Gmith, whe 1ived & fow hours, however, snd stated his

PR |

belief that Rsle had had his killed, \&""(“(ﬂ

It ms developed through investigatien Buresu Agents that
Willism K, Hale bad hired Jobn Rumsey smd Ase - Rirby to murder
Willism B, Bmith and his wife and ad sudseuently paid Rexeey approxi-
mately §1000,00 for performming the murder. Thess facts wers proven
by & scufebsion obtained from John Remeey himeslf, ss well as the
scafession of LErnest Bwrkhart, who pointed sut Emith’s house %o
i Ramsey sad Kirdy, seting wmder fnstrustions fres Hale, and whe scught
‘f""'--;" out Remsey eu the day of this murder to isfors hig thet Willism X,
Sale mnd Lemry Grasmer, in order %o allay suspicion, were going te
Fort Worth, Tezas, to a cattlemen's ¢onfersnce, ard that william ¢,
Buith and his wife should De murdered that night. IS¢ developed further
- that William K. Hale had attempted to hire the metorious outlew,
Al Spsnser, to commit this murder. M refused and Fale them attoempted
to hire "Blaokie®™ Thompson, Diek 3reg;, and his father, Jehn Treg:,
. members of the Al Spenser gan,, to murder 7illiax £, Smith and his
: family, all of whom refused.

¥illiam X. Enle dDecame afreid that "Aoe" Jirby, who partiosie
ﬁ pated in the wmpder of the Saith famrily and who actually placed the
, five-gallon san #f nitreglyoceria under the Snith house and set it off,
would make known Eale's connection with these murders, and socordingly
persuaded kirdy to attempt the rodbery of s grocery store nesr the
Xansss~Oklahoma State line, sssuring Kirdy that the omner of the
grosery store possessed certein wvaluable gems, YThe owner of the store
ws in turn {nformed of the exast hour ¢f the contemplated robbery
end a8 Xiryy fereed entranoe intoc the zrocery store through the
window, greeted him with several loads of bDuakshot from s shodgun,
theredy removing a witness who eonld have implionted Male and his
asscaintes.

During thelir intensive investigstion of this case the Agents
Do reseived confideatial infermation to the effest that Blasokie Thompaon,
P & netorious baak rodber from the Ceape esoumtry, eounfined ir the State
S Pezitentiary at YoAlester, Xnew something of the setivities of Pale.

Thompeor wes socordingly interviewsd, mnd hinted that Frmest Burkhert,

3)56
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and smfronted by
Surkhart and learming that Burkhast hed ecnfessed, mads & somplets
sonfession o8 te his part in all the murders.

In sddition to the ¢hlwtion of the murders themselves, the
Agente diseoversd Shat Nollis Jurkhart, full blecd Osage Indias wife
Eraest Surkhart, who alone ined between Williae K. Pule's
sephew, Lrnest Burkhart, and the fortume ef the Lissie § femily,
the time the Covermment commensed its investigationm of the oesse,
dying from wvhat was believed to be slow polsoning. As soom as
rercved from the oontrol ef Burkhart and Fale she lmmediately
regained her bealth,

2

g
!

Willism k. Bale and Johs Pamsqy were arrested by the State
sutherities of Oklahoma who wers working in sloss ocoperetion with
this Bureau. The State of Cklahema filed oharges against Nele and
Famsey, sharzing tham with the murder of Willism E. Emith, 7The .
dofevdants wore turned over te the Federul Oowemnment fer prosecutiom S
and ea Jamuary 9, 4933, the origisal indistwemnt against Hale and

ws returned st Outhrie, Western Dlatriet of Cxlahcmm, oharging

then with the murder of William E. Znith on as Indien ressrwation.
During the trial as Cklahowa City, Oklahome, the defense demurred to
the indistment and the eourt held that the United States had ne

and remanded the etse bask to the Festern District of Oklahowe fer
trisal, i ’ ’

O July 3, 1926, the Federel Oreand Jury at Guthrie, Oklahemms,
returned another indistsent eharging William I, Eale and Jolm Hemsey
with ths surdsy of Henry Rosn on s Indisa ressrvation. The defendsnts
were arvaiged and sntered a plea of net guilty, The trial comcenosd
Jely 3¢, 1986, and lasted until August 26, 1926, resulting in a hung
Jury, of whish five were for sequittal and seven for conviction,

Fer
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Exle lsmediately filod & motiom for & new trisl, whick om
Fobruary 14, 1027, was overruled. He therevpom appesled his sess
to the United States Cireuit Court of Appesals which reversed the

| . T . T . =i m_ AL _& _ ——
21- ‘-." e heddad Ctat r T Ny . .

the prounds that the offwnse was eommitted in the Northern Distrioct
Oklshoma and had been tried ia the Restern Distriet of Oklahoma,

Abether indistment was returned Wy the Federsl Gramd Jury
eharging Enle and Esmesy with the murder of Beury Roan. The ease
went to trial Jamuary 7, 1820, in the Northerm Distriet of Oklahoma,
at Fewbuska, Oklshoma. Ouv Jaruary 36, 1529, the jury foumd Bale
§0ilty and sentenced him to 11fs impriscnment. John Runsey was

sm!‘-d A o beinl and ant Wil oo _Aknai.d of

neg

B VBN o % -
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nurder and santemced to lifé Imprisonment.

During the course of this iavestigstion this Buresu was
alsc salled upon to investigste the truth or falaity of some tem
dafense witnessss, who were subdsequently oharged with perjury, twe
of whom were sonvigted and semtenced in the Pedersl Court.

Another investigation was made relative to the astivities

af Y. Cs Rale, half.brothas o8 wilife - &\a. = ﬁlﬁ-m_Lii -

eharzed with contempt of sourt in that he attempted to dridbe a
prospeetive jurer. Ke was found guilty asd semtenced to serve e

period af 6C days ian jail.

- 8¢1l1 snother individuml was sharged with intimidsting a
Government witness and upen s plea of guilty was gentsnced to serve
& perisd of 30 days in the Osaje County Jail at Pawhusks, Oklahoma,

dJehn Damsey undm his trial for surder, offared an alid

te the offoct that he was mot in Fairfax, Oklahoms, oz the date of
the surder fer whieh he was belng tried. Investigation by the Agemts
resuited in the preduetion of the hetel re;ister of an old Indian
womsr: whe bad formerly operated a hotel at Feirfax, Oklahoms, reflect-
in, that Rarsey wes actually re istered iu this hotel on the day of
the murder. This Indisn woman, it developed, had beern furnished



Yerorandum for the
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whiskey ¥y & lamyer presumably werking in the interest of Mals, in
an sttespt te Mawe her shamge her Sastimemy., This lawyer was
subsequently sentenced t¢ eightesm months ia ¢ Fedorsl Pemitemtiary
for this astisa en kis pant.

Ermest Burkbart, William K. Bele's nephev, and Kelsey
Sorrieon, & hirsling of Bale, sech received life settences ir the
Etate Courta for murders ia whioh they participated at Hale's
instigation tut whieh ¢id pet cocur an the Iniian reservatioa.
Brysn Burkhart, brothor of Ernest BPurkhart, turned State's evidecce
in State Court and was never souvisted.

Besmeetifullyv.
e B J

Joln Edgzar Hoover,
Director.
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Hnited States Departinent of Iusfice .
Federal Bureau of Investigation
- “Washington 25, 8.€. T

July 10, 1953

)
; C:OSAGE INDIAN MURDER CASES

-

S The investigation of the Osage Indian murdere wh;cﬁ '
£ . :’occurrea in the early twenties was one of the most complicatea’

§ 17 2 and difficult investigations evef conducted dy the FBI. Just
'13«? .prior to initiation of the FBI's investigation itwo dozen Qsage

; ﬁaﬁrudians died under suspicious circumstances and the entire Osuge -
“ Indian tribe, as well as the white citizens of Ogage County, .

Bl

-
20 ;.
27 . Oklahoma, were horror-siricken and in fear for their lives.
¥ Conaequently, the tribal council passed a resolution requesting
23 %;wth' aid of the Federal Government in aolwzﬁg these murdera.iv#
24%W‘ . . ‘
25 . “, TheIOsage Indian country, lying in the Osage h1113~;n
‘26 _.the northeastern part of Oklahoma, is & beautiful rolling cndntry
27 f.~couered with tolrl, green limestone grass and is considered by ..
-'23- J.many to be the Sinest cattle-grazing coundry in the world. I%
29~ "was not always so. When the Osage tribe was forced to leave .
® 05 xhnsas and settle in what became Osage County, it was considered
.3r;§3 ‘that they had paid §1,200,000 to buy a poor grave for the tribe.
3 22 . The land was acqguired jrom the Cherokee Indians on July 9, 1866,
. 33 , by the Cherokee Ireaty.

e The Osage Indian Reservation, whzch is identical with
"*=Osage County, Oklahoma, consists of a million and a half acres
~ v 0f Indian allotted land. Osage County is the largest couaty in

"~ the state and is larger than the entire State of Delaware. It ey

< - 38 bound on the southwest by the Arkansas River and extends fram S
" Tulsa, Oklahoma, on the south to Ponca City on the north, a disitucnce

x - of approrimately sixty miles. It is also sixty miles in widih Q%
I*+ its widest point. ' C

_——— At the time of the murders UOsage County and the S
- surround;ng territory contained very wild streiches of country,’ ~— i !
.. thickly wooded with timber unsuited for commercial purposes. Thzs :
. arec with Its almost inaccessible canyons afforded exrcellent con-
.. cealment for the many notorious crimingls who established their
1 49 ' hideouts there., At the time of the murders, from 1921 to 1323,
_khis country was a haven for all types of desperate criminais whc
““plockpd to the %erritory from all parts of the country, atircetdd,
. to o garge extent, by the enormols wealth ¢f the Osage Indiong.’
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- ?he ortmznal aimosphere of the area at this tinc
wel 1uatrated by the interview of a Spectal Agént with
crig@gnal several years after the murders. The bandit, who © i
gerfing time, in the Oklahoma Siate Penitentiary, recalled A9

- ur ¢ tAe pariod of the murders he attended o gathering ot
thirgy-two nationally known bank bandits and train robbers i
., BOO in the Csage Country where they were in hiding os fugi!

:fram 1ustice. The convict stated that during thezr so:aunn fker

%
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on June 28 1906 the Federal Gouernment enacted g lam

L, . B ko dms o rmasma o mmamsmoa f mem o
- under which the 2,329 membe;a GJ the tribe were to receive an.

s-#Qual number of shares known g8 head rights. This number of hagd~
. rights remained-etationary whether the number of the tribe. im= %
‘Tzioreased or decreased. That 18, an Osage Indian born ofter June 28,

. 1906, would inherit only his proportionate share of his ancestor'
. “head rights. Various Osage Indians drew revenue from Or were -
v allotted tracts of Jdand based upon thesd head rights. The origi
" allotment of a- homestiead to each Osage Indian consisted of 160 -
- ecres. This wes later supplemented by various land-grants until
~~each head right alloitment consisted of approrimately 657 acres.

- ‘The Osage Indigk Agency, with headquurtefs at Puwhaska, Oklahoma,,

#. superintended the affairs of the Osage Indians and attended to
;. bhe. diatribution of amounts due thenm. _e

70‘51 was later discovered on the Osage reservation and

<" overnight the Osage tribe became the wealthiest people per capita
#n the,world. The number of actual producing oil wells on the -
T reservation os of June 30, 1920, was 5,859. As of June 20, 1928,%
#°'. . the number had increased to 8, 5?9. f?actzcally all of the land
N 2g . tn the reservation was leased{far 0il or natural gas proauctzan
17 h",‘ ‘-'Zv purpoaes. e
387 4
319 . Dzstrtbutionrof Junds to the Osage Indians dyﬁfered &
t.p " somewhat from other tridbes, in that a common pool was made of ail
H”& earnings derived Jrom the terrttorg and dtvzded among all tne ;~}
> Indions of the tribe entitled to allotment rights. Certufzcatea
.of competency were itesued to Indians deemed capable of handling - :
:their own financ:al aﬁfuirs and the recipients of these cert;fﬁcatea
.- could dispose of their head rights and alloited land holdings as . -
5 They sow fit. Indians considered incompetent had a guardian _ i
appointed to guide them in their finacncial transacttons. -

In 1880 the net per capita annugl payment to each Osaae'hn'

L entitled to receive income from the common fund was ﬁlo Gﬂ
“in 1 S the annital payment was $12,400. 3

.“,-; d

The acguisition of this wealth, however, cannot be gai

sbiabe Aqpe constituied a blessing, either to the tride or to the =

_'2§ndi3‘dual members. While bringing comfort it also brought
it fitsease, immorality, human parasites and an ezxtravagance which KRN
o5 appalling. It wes not uncommon for the grocery bill of numercus
»;Osagea to run batween $500 and #1 000 per month.

%.
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i ;‘the tribe, *only to have them roll up in tﬁcir bIaA :
and l#ep in the yard. In fact many of the homes had a wigwind
“or dRnepy outside in which the Indians spent a large omOunt B
#;na when not drzutng about the country in their guicmody

ok ?” Stomp dances were indulged in several times o year 3}
}thcﬁtribg. at which time members of other Indian irides were invited
i bo ‘attend cs guests. Gifis were exchanged between the various.
“tribes and individucls. These siomp dances were the occasion jbr
@Njall-night ond all-~day feaste during which the Indians, clad in -
s - :pleturesque costumes, would danceé in o circulgr formation to the
- rhythmic beat of the tom-tom. After ithe dance they would reiire
2for further feasting while proféssional Indian dancers anused the
agggéaasenbled -oudienee. This dance was participated in not only ¥y zhe
29** ‘young and enthusiastic members pof the tribes, but also by the
» I alder men gnd women. i
| 32 _'.‘ z "
23{f§; e Marriages: by fullblood Oaage*qutans were solemnzzed
2425 according to £ridbal custonms.

o BB AR R i N

.26]“;i" ' The tribal officers of the Osage Indiang, the Chzqﬁ,
27, i “"Assistant Chtqf\ahd eight Tribal Councilmen, were elected every
-528* 4 two yeara. : o : C
. In 1901 the mad rush for oil had already bruugn into

" the county unscrupulous prospectors and in a short time some

- 2,000 Osages found themselves facing the same problem which
‘drove the Indian from other parts of the country -~ the attempted
vacqursition by the whlte man of all the Indian possessed.

. 4dmaong the many adventurous prospectors and other white .-
(a-uen who drifted into the Osage territory was a man whese desire -
ﬂfar riches and power was devoid o “f scruple - Williom X. Hale, . .
.later dubbed "King of the 0sage," an uneducated and more or less
;  uncouth cowpuncher from Teras who possessed a domineering person- =
.8l3ty. Haole was of medium stature but had a prepossessing figur@s
‘He was & neat dresser and had a ruddy comple:ion. He was self-'
qcoqftdent and affected o military air by carrying his ahoulaera o
- back and his chest out. : '

— Hale succeeded in controlling 45, 000 acres of select
. Ossge grazing land by means of Ias¥s and-aeguiiwed 5,000 8cres out-
right. He becane immengsely wealthy thrOJgn nzs dealzng with the
" Osage Indians and eventually became a millicnaire and owned '
le of fine horses. He controlled a bank at Fairfarz, OklaQona,‘
oned an interest in a store there. He owned 3 home in Fairfaz, .
#3, and a ranch house near Grayhorse, Cklohomao, in the centar-ﬁ
immense hnldings. He dominated local poltt;cs and seemingly: -
not be punished for the many crimes which were laid at Ais;
. Bts method of building up power and prestige was to put g« *
rious indivzduals under obligation to him by means of ggfta or .

ij-w.—'




‘;?Jhuora aHown %o them. Cbnsequsntly,he haed a tremeadaas Jbllvwi
' *viclntty compo§ed not only of the rﬂﬁfrajj"alensntknh"

| %
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At one time Eble allegedly insured u 3¢ Oaaaacra :
lﬂnd Jor one dollar per acre, then one n;gﬁt had his co
re to the grass on this land. A48 a result Bhle aollectc
0 on the znaurance pelicy. - , _ T

T Eble'a nephews, Ernest and Bryan Burkhart, -who either
; 3oane ‘with Hale to Osage or joined him later, were employed by mod
5#@f ;dale and completely dominated byghim. Hale also had in his -
“employ from time to itime o number of reckless characters maay
’"_-ﬂf ‘whom were either ex—conv;cts or fugzt;ues Jrom Just;ce and

Lzz:ie @, otherwise ¥nown as szzze Kile, was an Osags
: Q; uaw! who_ .in 1520 was already old ond in poor health. Lizzie.
ig& Q's ‘estate” apprar;mated $200,000. She @qqathree daughters, Anna,
Hbllie qnd Riga.’ - L

- wos @ dissolute character and notorious in the Dsagc
Wj'S%e had a preferehce Jor white men with several of whom, from time
14--to- time, she had affoirs. She hod prevzously been married io one
" 0dte. Brown, o white man. In 1920 Anna's estate approzzmated

e flOO 000.

ST . Rita married one William E. Smith, G white mon, with
_; whom she lived up to the time of her death. BRERE S

: a Mollie became the wife of Ernest Burkhart, Hole'’s nenhew, |
;;35 . Mollie appears to have been the intended means of drawzng to Eble,
3 pthrough the Burkharts, the assets of the entire family.

;5"

Anno had been aomewhat intimate with at least one qf tha

Burkhart boys but appar culu.y 8he was too notorious JSor even the
Burkharts to contract a Sformal narrzage. But Anna Brown had money
and the atake was large. . : A-w-fs
s “,;;y. B In 1920 Lizzie @, the aged mother, was brought to Lrnesi
éQ‘s o Burkhart's home at Grayhorse and was living with her daugater, . “&°

Vﬂollie. She was the second of the family taken directly under
fthe wzng of Hale in the general acheme,

e Earlu in 1921 Lizzie 0O developed n‘mn ladn wmhyoh very

L -- N wvvvhevue R L e wvvv-

evidentlg would result in her death. She had been znduced io nake:
eaving.the bulk of her estate to Ernest Burkhart's wtf;
,3ldren. But there were even higher stakes tc be won. =
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17 the 0ld woman 3hould outlive Anna Brown, then, unger =
“of the State, Lizzie Q's fortune would be increased by ﬁai{.
L;af‘dnna Brown's estate. But if Anna should outlive her mother, the
ib*qgreater part of her fortune would be diverted to collatercls. :

?&‘vigﬁ$9;x£tﬁﬁsa;ﬁ
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. ”On May 27, 1521, a hunting party ound the hudi?_At
e dacon sed and swollen corpae of Anna Brown'in a mavine cboul:s
.. -threff miles from Fairfar, Oklahoma, just off the Pawhuska - @
’ - &he had apparently been dead for five or 8ir doys. Th#
was vearing o blue droadcloth skirt, c white underelirt; e
efoot. A shawl, apparently hers, was fbund a fan jce

* S The hunters immediately notified an undertaker wha cane
: “took charge of the body. UThe body was rotten and swollen -
“almest to bursting. While the body was being prepared for burigl”

.khe scalp slipped from the skull pnd a bullet hole was discovered
*in the back of the head elightly’to the lept of the middle and . -

f{qipenetrating the skull bone. No hole of egress was found. Due 10
ga:the terrible odor .and condition of the body only a crude and haaty
,‘autopsy was performed by bisecting the cranium from front ior resr
»and searching in the decayed brain mass for the bullet. 4Apparentl
none was fbund. ) i

o . . ,__ G e
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ“ - After—dnna Brown's death, an invéstigation was lmmediatel
. started and her brother-in-law, N. E. Smith, was the most active
" .menber of the fomily in pursuing the znuestzgauzon. Both he gnd
"his wife were Vdry outspoken in their belief that Bill Eble and hi
,nephews were reaponszble Jor the murder. ° _

- Bryan Burkhart was arrested and charged with the murder
a7 qf Anna Brown in the state courts but Hale Jurnished bond for hxn
and Bryan waa acguitied. -

A1 Anna's death the estate of Lizzie Q was augmented bv
half of Anna's estote.

- The next expected happening occurred two months after
Anna Brown’s death when Lizzie Q passed away at the home of her™
daughter, Mollie Burkhart, the wgfe of Ernest Burkhart. Lizzie Q’
estate plus half of Anna Brown 8 estate therefore passed in bulk
ta the Burkharts. o T

" : Anna Brown hed o cousin, @ picturesque full-blooded B
K Osags Indian named Henry Roan. He wore his hair down his back in -
¢ = Dplaits, stoocd six feet tall ond was & fine looking specimen of - °
.. .Osage manhood. In January, 1923, Roan was living with his wafe
. Mdry, also a jull-blooded Osage, and their childrea at Fairfez,
. Oklahoma. Roan wus an inveterate drunkard and frequently left hnae .
- Jor as long as three or four weeks at ¢ time on drinking sprees. -
When he was not seen for several days, therefore, no ezciterentj”"
was a ouaed. -

24 0 0 " On February 6, 1923, an Indian boy found an automobile
in a Qocky swale a few mzles northweat of Fairfar and about 200}
‘TR“)arda{gﬁf the back road between Fairfex and Burbank. The boy . rcn-
o Fhirfhz and returned with twe law enforcement officei's who found

. - ¥ e e e s
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o Roan!: body on the front seat of his oar. A bullet hole inm hig
. . head dicgted that the dbullet entered just 'back of the left #gr
“o . ond- jmerged Just over the right eye breaking the wlndshzeld gl
' whi way girewn Jor about 20 Jusp back uJ_UMy the car itracks ‘

whi
‘pﬂvl Q{ gloas were still lying on the hood of the car.

N IR S

Q'¥~ﬁj . & Roan was lying on the front seat with-his feetl 3381_9;

2 12*e“¢¢he pedala and his head, with his cap under it, resting on the

‘ 13”$h.right hand side aof the seat. The poaition of‘the body platuly
H

’iudicated that Roan had been drzving when shot..

The body had apparently, been dead for appro.rzmtely .10

It had first been frozen gtiff, but had begun to thaw and

'w‘ﬂsconpose at the time it wos fbuhd. It was observed that Srom
§$%§Vbnuary 26 to February 3-or 4, it had been very cold 8o Roan  F
Zeafﬂkhpve been killed abdbout Junuary 26. o st
e L1 .
' 92?'“ T Shortly after Roan's death, Bill Haole presented fcr =
23> ~x-payment e $25,000 ipsurdnce policy on ithe iife of Henry Roan. The
24°% 7 insurance company refused to pay the indenniity on the grounds of
25 .. froud.and misrepresentation and Hale instituted a suit in Federal
26 f’ court. In this connection an ezxamination of the various court:
27 rTecords disclosed that Roan had petitioned the Disirict Court of - -
28" -; Osage County for the appoiniment of o guafdzan and at that time he:
29 “ owed Hale $6,000, the balance due on o house in Fairfaz. There was
397, RO evidence of other ‘indebtedness. o Co

Roan had no enemies except one, Dave Belnapn, a worthleaafﬁ}
aort of white man who had been assoczat:ng with Roan’ s wife for.
8some time and who married her a few months after Roan's death.

. Hale attempted to capitalize on this enmity by czrculctzng a rumor

that Belnap was responsible for the death. It was later necessary .

' jbr Agents to conduct an exhaustive tnvestigation to prouve Belnqp 4
-57j lnnocent. SE

v: Other fclse rumors and statements by Hale cnd his nany o
JSriends and henchmen caused 'Agents to make needless irips to.-

;} Caltfornia, New lcrico, 0ld dexico, Kansas, Colorado, T@xas and
' arizona. .

" - ¥. E. Smith, the husband of Rita and the brother-in-law
of Anna Brown, was lxuzng in a comfortable home with his wife and . -
-;‘a,mhite servant girl named Nettie Brookshire. Smith had continusd
- his active investigation of the murder of 4nna Brown and had a
. bitter gltercation with Hale, due not only to his letting it be
known that he had evidence involving Hale in the murder of Arnna, .
but also because he demanded that Haole pay him $6,000 he allzgedid
owed $im. Hale refused to pay. i

".’fa-.

i dt about 2:50 A, on March 10, 1823, less than two
;3;h§oa after Henry Roan'’s body was pfound, Smith's home ct Ih;nfa:
Pt olished by an explosion. KHis wife, Rita, and their 17-yea

%{5q1d white servant, XNettie Brookshire, were killed instantly, their
Vﬂ_{'_ictitious ' |
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bodiea betng blown asunder. Pieces of their flesh were Iate
Jound-plastered on o Mhouse 300 feet away. Snith himself wos
'ﬂreaai;d Jron the debris and lingered for about four days whe)

he ed. "Before he passed away he made a dying declargtion 1A

eSS Sanss Sl Se el

~"“§?W?H“f

aly encmies he had in the world whom he could cuspett G
I ag up his home were Hale hnd the Burkharts. S

L0 The house had apparently been soaked on one or more
3$dea with kercsene or some similar substance since it was seen

Wby witnesses to blaze up once or twice g second or two before the
exploaion. It caught fire immediately on the north side and was -
.almost totally consumed by fire., The house had o basement garage
§ < . ‘“with @ 6-inch concrete floor. 1% the middle of this floor the -
- 19**&; explosion tore a hole approrimately & feet in diameter and 3 feet
3; AR *deep, -blowing .the concrete floor to bits. The debris of what oncc
?%x,had been a home remained fbr some time as G horrible meuorzal :
21jafufo Hale and his cohorts.

s o After the passing of.Rtta Smith, the only member ot
§ L:zzze Q's j@m:ly rematning was Mollie Burkhart, Ernest's wife. .
* . In addition to wiping out Smith's $6,000 claim agcinst Hale and
-~ eliminating a man anrlous to see the Ehle-Burkhart factzon brough :

¢ T o~ T o |
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28 %+ : the Ernest Burkhart Jomily by approrimately $150,000 from the
-~ estate of Rita Smith, since Mollie Burkhart was Rita’s only
b;f;f surviving sister. Eoweuer, this had been circumvented by a joint
"& 'will made by Rite and her husband under which the survivor of the
“two was to acquire the estate of the first to die. Since Smith
.aurvived Rita by approzximately four days all of the property passed
~to him and, at his death, to a daughter of Smiths by a former
- .marricge, a girl living in Arkansas unknown to Hale and the Burkh,rta.

Ry The FBI entered the investigation of these brutal
‘ uurdars in 1923 and spent years of painstaking investigation in "~ =
" ‘unraveling the mystery and gathering from all parts of the country
+ ~ the necessary evidence to convict the guilty parties.

f 31, Special Agents, carefully selected because of thezr°.
‘zjf**tnowledge of Indian and frontier life, demonstirated their indomitable
R 43" " ‘courage and perserverence in the Jacewof seeningly insurmountable
44 obstacles. They drove thousands of miles through the oil f;elds'_
-3 day and night in the heat, COJG, rain, snow and mud in runnzng out -
= - tanumerable leads, many of which were designed to confuse them and
gf*throw them off the trail of the irue perpetrators.

AL T

- ) 4dnother great obstacle was the fact that many of the .
“23por ant witnesses had left the country leaving no address and
in nahy cases as fugztlves under criminal charges.

fb L
»

Private-detectives, many of whom were hired by the

______ ars tlhémseluves to Jrustrate the 1nha°t;gu3_u“, had ope1¢f£

- e 1
%E%nanyJ‘onths on the cases, 1nterv;ewing NUMErous persons many iim&s,
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F these detectives talked too freely about th
. seculled with the result that many of those interviewed becan?
; ndly and reluctant to talk. In addition, the fact tiag

.

D BN

sted numerous aomagteur detectives who further frustratgd;;”
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5 Ilfﬁﬁﬁgfth*the Agents about the killings, thinking the murderers would
% 1 ;. ."learn that they had told ond would kill them. They had lost coar
x isgg;jjﬁdence that anything would ever dbe done about the murders. I

b v~ ' ““Agents had to rebuild their conffdence in low enforcement..

e BT 's work

"1;$yi%$:" i« ':The general class of citizenry in the territory was
zdp}ﬁﬁvery-low.* The +ith oil fields produced not only an abundance o
ori4 i 03l but also graft, easy money, gambling, prostitution, whisky
'_?}j " and parasgites bent on milking the Indian of all he owned. Az & %
1 . result, among the Indians ‘themselves feqr and distrust of the whiie
33ﬁﬂﬁ?uan wes almost universal. Consequently, moest of them were hésiiant .
2‘35"_in;tq{k}ng{toiFBI Agents about the murders. S

T To oyegrgome this situation some of the Adyents assumed -
w_ .undercover capacities including an insurance salesman, an Indiga
“Pmedicine man," a cattleman and a prospector. T

»

I .

;oo " The Agent posing as a "medicine man' claimed he was .
=, searching for relatives who had moved to Oklahoma severasl years
before. He made medicine, consisting mostly of sweetened water,
* - ond wes warmly accepted by the Indians. Through this medium he
.-z gained their confidence and cooperation. He visited in their homes
“vi. ond attended their ceremonials thereby gathering much veluable
“information about the murders. He also served as "medicine man®™
"o<. ¥R the inner circle and tribal councils, helping the Osages to make
38 """ ;plans for the administration of their tribal government and in o

.- 8olving their problems.

, : The Agent who assumed the identity of an insurance. salegg=
“man actually sold legitimate insurance policies and in doing this = -
‘gained enirance to the homes of citizens and learned of many - %
details which the citizens, through fear of Bill Hale, refused to ... -
.glve the Government Agents openly. The information gaimed in . = .
connection with the insurance policies themseluves often had o diréct.
.bearing on the various angles of the murder coses. This Agent even.. .
il contgcted WNilliam Hale himself and almost succeeded in selling him .

GR tasurance policy.

E oS e
A I This Agent originally met Hale at a hotel in Fairfax, |
3 . Oklahpma, and afier that time saw him on several occasicns. Th#h
i-53safége“t ound that_Haole was very talkative about his cattle deals . .
B o2 ... 003 h¥s boyhood doys, relating how he ran away from home and bacike -
G A oy. Hale had the reputation of having a very high opinionof -

and was described as "money mad” and "woman cravy.® .

.
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"”‘""Eble was very nervous and complazned to “the’ lgent ﬁhﬁ
"stomach trouble and was having itrouble sleering lately;<
rked that he had sold all of his catile interesis reici

O X E T R I IR I Q% WY O VO VORI gy

. cnlyBe80 head of cattle and about 75 tons of cottonseed cokey

Yiow . gatd he did not know erxactly what he was going to do but felt &

i@ ‘“need a long rest. The Agent learned that Hale had already k
35 #75,000 that yeor {1925) in his ocattle dealings and other zntereaﬁs.
5. ’f'w”-‘”a Hale was wvery friendly to the undercover Agent and

3 16 ‘fzntroduced him to several prominent citizens of Fuirfaz. The
LA " ¢Agent learned thai Hale was condgeting @ propaganda campoign o . ..,

e T A

. 8 ﬂl-uuy J’i blzndu a3 hs WYLk, aE yuuc uwuy muuy y:c-tn:uoa bﬂ
25 various individuals, bought them auits of clothes, co-gigned _
'notes_for persohd, gove ponies to young boys and was ezceedingly
,#ind to old people and those sufyerzng'from qﬁfl;ctions. L
N The Agent ascertained that Hale had ordered a new sui t
; i_qf clothes and an obercoat from a tailor +o whom he reraried that -
‘he was going to take a trip to Florida. He also learned thai Eble':
18-year-old daughter had remarked that the family had everything :
. packed and they.were prepared to lesve at.a moment's notice. Hale.
. 8tated to oth¥érsd in the presence of the undercouer Agent that he

waa too slick and keen.to catch cold and he was tired of two-bit .
crooks riding thc public on his reputation.

S
£

Another uncercover Agent who played the role of a plazn
Texas cowboy established close associcstion with many of Hale's
“i{ntimates and employees, all of whom unknowingly contributed

54 33

8 34 valucble information.

;53i S The lives of the Agenis investigating these murders were

:3ﬁif constantly in donger since the area abounded with robbers and : e
38 ‘killera. Agents working undercover often met late at night in rematv7

ELIAS and dangeraus places in Osage County, such as the woods which were .-

3~&140 ;i used aa g meeting place by Al Spencer, who used the area cs o - .. <
4 41 e hideout for his notorious band of bank robbers, and Deacd Lan’s Eiil
42 where many murders and robberies had been plotted.

- Agents learned that ¥. K. Hale hod attempted to hire

Lida rvv\.

' Spencer to murder Indians. Other members of the Spencer ring latsr

testified at Hale's trial that Hale had also tried unsuccessfully
, - to hire them to murder certain Indians.

: uur;ey ‘Johnson, another bank bandit active in this o
areaﬁ was at one time approached by a nephew of William Hale, g% .,
Hale ! ingtigation, for the purpose of hiring Johnson T murssr b

certagn Indians. thnson was later killed under mysterious c:rcua
““gtancls and the rumor was common that he had been killed at the
inat{i:tian of Eule who feared he might "talk."

wé ! Another notorious ¢riminal, Henry Grammer who mon0p01'
ﬁ’the Osage liguor trquic, shared hanora with Hble as boss of the

; ‘H‘P“‘!I'I.I‘Iﬁ Ulltbl.+ GJ' n""ge CU“I&UU. gc IGIJUDUUJU n@'P(f Ln‘.‘l‘liﬂtn WOGE_B”
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T surr und;np his land illuminated by means of a priuately own £

| plant where a gang of criminal fugitives from all overff- :
States worked day and night making zllegal diquor. GreE
$8 am automobile accident prior to the FBI's investigatfsd
e the time of his death he had on his person $15,000 tn eask
- He had a gaping wound under his left armpit and it was rumaredL;
Tthat he was killed dy a criminal who had been with him at the.
tiue oS the accident.

tew m 4 dﬁw‘_‘ A b

' R 1-;A' ' Informction obtazned by an FBI Agent znd;cated tnat in
4 + .- oconnection with the mysterious deaths of a large number of Indtuns,
B i8.7.5. the perpetrators of the crime would get an Indian drunk, have a
-=§?doctor examine him, pronounce him intoricated and give hzm B
.ﬁ"hypodermzc\thection of morphine. After the doctor departed tha”
. 5T gang members would inject an enormous gmount of morphine under dhe’
2 22 armpit of the drunken Indian which would result in his degth. ' The
23 :¥.- doctor’s certtftcate would subsequently*?cad "Death from alcohsiifs
2; T powoning- Ee I
26 ' To Jurther complicate the task of the FBI in investi-
27" "gating these murders, Burt Lawson, a convict confined in the
28 .4  Oklahoma State Penttentzary at UcAdlester, Oklahomu, made several
B 29, ;ﬁ confessions to the murders, in which he cliaimed to have been ' -
307 : .employed by Hale to murder W. E. Smith and his family. Pazrstak;mg :
3 317" investigation by Special Agents developed that Hale had concocted e
% 12~ this sitory himself, knowing full well that he could prove ao. -
g .32 - perfect aclibi for Lawson and thereby absolve himself at the same
M 34. Time. These confessions caused Agents many hours of weary work . -
o 35 ,gwin disproving the details of Lawson's confessions before developi .y
136 - tLhe true jucta of the case. : s
d 3% - : : SIS L
8 7y ! Lawson, incidentally, while in the custody of FBI.Agent* ,
N33 - prouved to be a glutton who ate T-bone steak and French-fried SN SR
1+0 | potatoes three times a day. During his first visit to a cafeterisc =~ «
. 41 .0 with Agents, Lawson appeared at the cashier with four pieces of " :...
42 %" pie and three pieces of cake on his tray and complained of tuﬁ =
N 43 - -Joct that he had no room for g meat dish. — AI“H
ks 44 0 - =%
1 :5 T - Agents learned that in 1920, Ernest Burkhart explained @ -
345 ~ to a criminal that he wanted Bill Smith and his wife killed for -
¢l 47 the following reasons: his (Ernest Burkhart's) wife and Mrse -
M 48 . Smith were sisters; their mother was old and very 311 ond lzable'”'
t 49 .to die at any time; that if the old woman died firsi, Smith's '
®3s0  wife would inherit part of her estate, but if Mrs. Smith died
1 < Jfirs§ the old mother 8 wealth, or most of it, would pass at her
£4 50 deat® to Ernest'’s wife, As compensatzon for this deed, Burkhdré
2 53 "_saidithe perpetrators could rob the Smiths of their diamoncs and- .~
B M*R;n agdition- he aatd he would pay them 31 000 and give them 1 3&1‘ o
;f55fzéﬂauto b:le. R

o
1

o Oon Harﬂh 4, 1924, Agents were tnformed that the Indlan'
wives of Ernest and Bryan Burkhart were in great fear for their .
Mltvea and contemplated taking their children and fleeing from their



hua da. After

2 5 to g ‘aeao ‘their _
9‘ f ‘ ) — & - 3 Co

F .. = 3 Agents were advised that Ernest Burkharit ucnd hisg »

‘ Ei**;‘kad' »9 Bigheart, an Osage Indian, and his wife Bertha adop$ ¥

| 122 ""youngeat of Ernest Burkhart's ch;ldren, a baby girl named Anna 4
.3““» Anna Brown. After this adopiion Joe Bigheart died and the" Burkhart
14 ~~child inherited half of his estate worth approximately $75,000, -
LS; ‘Bertha and Joe Bigheart had no other chzldren 8o the child clso
Jqf’stood to inherit half of Bertha Bigheart's estate which was worih

“mpproximately $150,000. At the Cime o rumor was circulating that
15 “_the Ehle~Burkhart fuct1on intended to do away with Bertha Bighcarﬁ
.jggﬁé‘and her parents 80 that the adopted child would ;nher:t the ant;rg‘

2 wmamsamn wmha A hoon 'f Annn O»
- ﬂg;_dgents that Anna Brown was at home on Mgy . 21 1521, when she L
2‘§gﬁd_receiued a telephonb call requesting her te go to Graynorse to"
> - Se&e her mother who was very i1ll. She lefit home about 8:00 A.l. .
g ¢ in @ taxicab, taking with her a handbeg of personcl effects. This
27 - woman went to Anna's house aofter Anna’s murdered body was found '
tog -« ON Moy 27, 1921, and the house was found to be unlocked and .in the
:‘29?"1-8ame condttton as when Anna left on the morning of day 21. The .
. = beds had not been used nor was there any sign of disturbance.
~+.» However, Anna's handbag, which she had carried away with her, was-é
i 3Y" . there. This indicated that Anna or someone else has been there za

ggj return the bag.
_B‘X‘; o A domestic in the home qf Ernest Burkhart stated that
g 35 “.Y 6 taxicab driver had brought Anna Brown to the Ernest Burkhart
3f“ ;'home to gee Anna’'s mother on the morning of May 21. Anna was
1;?* drinking and quarreled during the day with her mother, her sister -
z ‘Mollie, and Bryon Burkhari. Anna spent most of the day in the =
p fi © summerhouge drinking. This woman remarked that Anna had tcld >
Bt her that she was jealous of Bryan and would kill any woman she . -
) . caught flirting with him. Bryan had told this same woman trzt 4nng
42 " " ‘threatened to ki1l him unless he married her, but that he was -
:: _+ going to beat her to it and kill Rer.
R4 ) Y
$ 45 This domestic stated that the Burkhart men took the i

46 , children to a horse race at @Grayhorse about 2:00 P.l. and did not T

47 .~ peturn until 5:30 or 6:00 P.K. Anna remained at tae Ernest Purkhart
; iB'f*“houe all that day. Supper was served about 6:30 P.M. and all Qf '
49 the nurnuur‘& men were present. Anna, however, remained in the

$ 50 “gummey Aouse sulking and refused to eat. At about 7:00 P.H. tkT
51 ‘BurkMart men left taking Anna with them. ) _
52° ;T gF o ' i
Clat Another witness was located who stated that he nad mek
“Brya® Burkhart and Anna Brown at a whisky joint just weat of Ralst: %
‘on th® night of kay 21, 1921. They stayed at this establishment
“until. 10:00 P.M. when they left with the agreement that the parvy

ywould meet again at another roadhouse three miles northeast of
Rurhank- The nar‘!‘u stayed at this second roadhouse until about

.
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" A.M. He said Bryan Burkhart, Anna Brown and another-

- ,werdlin Ernest Burkhart's car and other nembers of the party ;

w7 in d@second car. They proceeded to another roadhouse two mile;

oot 0f HErdank where they bought some whisky .in pop bottles gnd ra
lgﬁkﬁ in ir ear. He said the two cars proceeded toward Foirfax, .

”ﬁﬁ“%hat about o mile northeast of Fairfaor at @ fork in the road on
3747 ear turned east and. the other car, containing Bryan Burkhart, Anna,
*: .and a’third individual, turned west from Fairfar. The time wcr '
.” believed to be 2:00 A. H. Sunday, May 22. o f

. This witness said that®he knew Bill Hale had furnzshea
fBryan Burkhart the .32 caliber pistol to kill Anna Brown that ¢
ﬂhight and he had_pverheard Hale,” Bryan and the third 1ndtvidual
vglann;ng Anna Brown 8 murder that evening, May 21. -

- Further znuestzgatzon revealed that on the nlgh* of'ﬁer
4 - murder, Anna had been plied with liquorsby Kelsey Morrison, & . -
i~ neat-appearing, white man of very bad reputation, and Bryan Burkﬁari
“  who were accompanied by Morrison's fullblood. Osage wife., They
", .drove by the ranch house of William K. Hale who gave Horr;son a
.- +32 caliber agutomatic pistol to kill Anna. From Hale's house the
i A party drove to within o few hundred Seet of where the body was.
later‘found and while Bryan Burkhart held the drunken Amna, -
,Morrison shot her through the back of the head. Morrison later
~ ‘confessed that he had murdered Anna at the instigation of Hale. g
~ Morrison testified to these facts ot Hale's trial and was corrobo-. .
" rated by his wife and a bootlegger who stated from the witness
stand that he saw Anna Brown murdered while delivering whisky -
,ordered by Morrison and Burkhart.

- FBI 1nvestlgatzon also disclosed ithat Hale had h;red‘ _ o
thn Romsey, a S0-~year-old bootlegger and typical rough type 4 :.
‘western criminal who had served a penitentiary term from cattle L
rustling, to murder Henry Roan, William E. Smith, Rite Smith and
- dMdettie Brookshire. : e

e : It developed that Henry Grammer had furnished thn B

Ramaey to Hale as the killer. Hale bought Ramsey o $500 Ford cgr -
prior to the Roan murder as part payment for the deed and pazd hxu .
Sl 000 in cash after the murder had been committed. -

N John Ransey did not even know Roan's ngme when he
- ‘murdered him but had simply had Rcan pointed out to him on the
., 8treets of'ﬁuznfux, Oklahoma, as the Indian Hale wanted k;lled.

' Ramsey made friends with Roan through Roan's fondnes
Jfor hRisky and took him out on several occasions, ostensibly to
JSurn 8h him liguor but in reality to murder him. Upon each
Z%occa ton, Ramsey lost his nmerve but on January 26, 1523, he =
;persuaded Roan tc¢ drive to the botitom of a canyon. Here, out ©

. 8ight of the nearby road, he shot Roan through the bacx of the heud
"with a .45 caliber pzstol which he had obtagined from the arseacl :
. of Henry Grammer. Hale later ezpressed anger that Ramsey had 5hot
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 §ﬁ ru£éd bﬁ the confessions of Rameey and Ernest Burkaari who -
;ﬁfﬁpﬁcsent gt all negotiations relative to the murder.,  : o

aon. ¥

27 . . . ‘
{28 .+ Al Spencer, the notorious outlaw, to kill the Smiths but Spencer . v

k L

*w -

e

N N

_ - Hale
4 2%§the'wttneas stand ot Hale's preliminary hearing,
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nﬁihe back of the head since it had bgen,plagﬁpﬂgﬁofaa
ear that Roan committed suicide. 5 :

Hole was o self-appointed pallbearer at Roan's funen
m3ey upon viewing the body pretended to be deeply cffect
The facts surrounding the murder of Roan were corrsbd-
wes

e

It was developed through investigation that Haole hired

v “John Romsey and Asa "dce" Kirby %o murder William E. Smith and

% - his wife, subsequently paying Ramsey $1,600. Ernest Burkhart,
L’ .acting under instructions from his uncle, pointed aut Smith's
‘house to Ramseéy’'dnd Kirby and sought Ramsey out on the day 'of the
cr murder to tell him that Hole and Henry Grammer were going to .-
= Fort Worth, Texas, to o cattlemen's convention in order to cllay
sugpicion, and that the Smiths should bg murdered that night. . -
- Agents learned that a five-gallon keg of nitroglycerin
had been placed under the Smith residence and ignited. i

Agents also learned that Hule Had attempted to hire

-“declined, saying that he had no compunction ot robbing a irain or
: -blowing o safe &nd killing individuals in the course of such B
- crimes but he had not sunk so 'low as to murder helpless individuals
Jor money. After Spencer’s refusal Hale attempted to hire other ' =~
- eriminals to murder FNilliam Smith and his wife but all refused..

' Arfter the Smith massacre, Hale became afraid that "4ce"

< Kirdy would make known Hale's connection with the murders. .

». - Accordingly he persuaded Xirby to attempt the robbery of a grocery -
. store where he would allegedly find valuable gems. The cwner of. ../ -

. the store was inw turn informed of the eract hour of the corntenplated -

- robbery and as Xirby forced entrance into the store through a windom -

he was greeted with several shotgun blasts resulting in his deaths

«;-Thua another witness who could have implicated Hale and his
_-associates was removed. :

L

Erneat Burkhart proved to be the weak link in the Fale
organization and was the first to confess. Burkhart wes o weck-
willed individual completely dominated by Hole and would not -
hesitate to do anything his uncle desired. When John Ramsey learned
how much evidence the FBI Agents had compiled, he too made a com~
plete _confession of his part in the murders.

Surkhart, -

Frogst -
Jor protection since he feared that” ) &
Fhen Ernest Burkhart was placed oa >

Hale's atternept
declared they were representing Burkhart and demanded the privilege

~Yof talking to him o few minutes before he testified. This permission

- 13 -

.. Haole and his conspirators atiempted to get Ernest
_.under§their control again to make him revoke his confession.
. Rimself plecded with the FBI
uvld have him killed.
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‘was granted and while-the lawyers were coqferring with Ernee
.the fourt adjourned and he was taken to Fairfar, Oklahomo, -
whe he was talked to by numerous friends and relatives of Fike
E 9 who ged Air to comply w;th the instructions from Hole's attby

«v. Iate® on sdvice of Hale's attorneys, Burkhart refused to testif
: ﬁlg*»«Jt a Yater trial, however, he returned to the prosecution width
Y, 12 “ﬁfull ezplanat;on of his actions which he stated were caused by *h
E 1375 dnfluence of Hale's.attorneys. . ‘ i

! ’.? -
B L RO
15 - Fo In addition to the solution of the murders Agents AR
% 16§ *rfdzscouered that Mollie Burkhart, ‘Ernest s fullblood- \Osage wgfe I
G ;w'*”‘mas dying from what was bel;eued to bde slow pozsonzni o
‘ 18 .an estab ished fact that when she was removed Sfrom the control

'_,;4$§»qf Burkhart'and Hale she immedtately regained her health. At
50 T Mollie's death E¥nest, Hale's nephew, would have ascquired the
. % zenttrs‘fortune of the Lizzie @ family.

r 3 N
2§ . ¥illiam K, Hale and John Romsey were tried jbur tines -
¢ g . twice in the Federal District Court at Guthrie, Oklahoma, once
5z . n the Federal District Court at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma ard -

i 5;  once in the Federal District Court at Pawhuska, Oklahoma. They .

" were convicted ond sentenced to life zmpr;sonment in the Federal
., Penitentiary 4t 'Leavenworth, Xansas, for the murder of Henry Roan,
, -+, ‘The United States had Jurtsdtctlon only over the place where Bénry
_ 50':‘ Roan was murdered.

5 P AT Other sentences were imposed in the state courtslfbr

% e -murders over which the United States had no Jurzsdzctlon. Ernest- . .
kg 02 - Burkhart received life imprisonment for his part in the nurder of ‘ﬁﬂ
LY Filliam E. Smith ond family. Kelsey Korrison wcs given 13, o

: @i35 ~..imprisonment jbr the murder of Anna Brown. Bryan Burkhart

p: fJ35 . turned atate s evidence in state court and was never convicteds. -

gy In the.first trial of Hale and Ramsey the Federal Listric
A oEF B Cburt ruled that it had no jurisdiction over the cpse only to be
i§cr .n ¢ Teversed by the Supreme Court of the United States within the e
N 35, com rattvelg short period of twenty-five days. The secord tricl’™
a

42 ™ wof Hale and Ramsey in the Federal Court at Guthrie resultec in a

N 13 hung jury. The case was retried at Oklahoma City, Oklakhoma, in T
2 60, the Federal District Court, and both Hale and Ramsey were convtcted.”
»;‘5‘ and given 1ifc sentences. Eble appealed and his conviction wis '
! 16 - reversed upon the ground that the case had been tried zn the wrong
éii’ " .d¥astrict. This decision automatically reversed Ramsey's convicticsn

2 '. also. Upon their last trial Hale _and Ramsey asked for a severence
3;:: ‘and were tried 3€pu1u964y in the Federal Disirict Court at ruwnuawa,

Oquh na, result;ng in conviction and life sentences for bot&._} g
S ) "Hale's lawyers employed every device, legal and 1_-egalﬂ'*L
52 -to ob ain their ¢client's freedonm. quense witnesses committed Qﬁg@_ﬂ

8 oo perjugy and many of the prosecution's witnesses were intinidated;
S .'!"and t o &
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”‘wmﬁ~ One lowyer located two tramps and,car ully achaoled__
in helping to prepare & phony defense Jor Hale. FBI Agent
ttgated this situctiion, os well as the perjured tessimony
T o other witnesses, and many individuals subseguently re¢

dent ucca Jor perjury as o result of FBI investigation. &till i
o othe® friends and relatives of Haole were sentenced for being kLT o
nf*con#eupt oS court and for zntenfcring wzth the legal process a:; A
L the court. - _ . R

- Ihzlc one of the trlal s actually in progress 8
‘Spec:al Adgent obtained informatitn to the effect that Hale was
o Jreceiving letters {?om o witness®vho had perjured Rhimself at :
-7 Hale's former tria In the bedeclothing of his cell were found -
. SEW0 letters {rom the witness stating that he had perjured hzmsel{ 4
‘}1n Hale's ‘behalf &t the last triacl and intended to do so agoin. =
T v . This witness was subsequently sent to the State Penitentiary for:

'Iif- on a ‘charge of murri.-r, and +hp gtotementas were introduced

FisUr WL

RS A AN

againat Fale at his final-irial.
CrE. i
- . Dewey Selph, @ material Governmént witness, testzfzed
to the fact thot he was hired by William X. Hale to nurder Kelsey
Horrzson's wife, a witness to the Anna Brown slayinp, but lost
"his nerve. !hz&e being held at Guthrie, ‘Oklahoma, with other .
-moterial witnesses he escaped and was subsequently located by -
- FBI Agents. At the time Selph was clad only in his underclothzng.,“
.and was attempting to hide in a barrel at a pressing shop at '
" Pawhuska, Okldhoma, where he was having his suit pressed. He gaue
a3 his reason for the Jail break that he wanted to call on a lady- .
. Jriend who, #ncidentally, was his ez-wife, a fullbleod¥ Oscge Y
' woman. On another occaszon Selph walked out on a drunken jailer, =
.t taking with him the joiler's pistol, and afterwards stole an
:* automobile, in which he made his escape. He was recaptured by
';iBIZAgenta et o subseguent date and returned to testify at the -
ytrial of Hale., Dewey Selph's. nert attempt to escope, after having .
been returned to the Arkansas State Penztentzary to complete a - E
‘gentence there, resulted in his death, Loy

-* .

. John Rumsey, during his trial for murder, offered an'““
.y alibi to the effect that he was not in Fairfaz, Oklahoma, on the
i ‘date oS the murder. Investigation by Agents resulted in the
g2 - ~production of the hotel register of an old Indian woman vho had
F3 45 _jbrmerly operated a hotel at Fairfazr, Oklahoma. These records e
3 46 . ‘,rqf1ected that Ramsey was actually registered in this hotel on the

- day of the murder. This Indian woman, it aeveJOped had been
furntshed whisky by a lawyer presumablu working in the interest of
Hale in an gttempt to have her change’ her testlmon;. This lawyer
. a8’ ‘bsequent{y sentenced to elghteen monias in @ Federal penz;‘
- ‘tiar _,ror this action.

_ Upon the succesaful conclus;on of the cases aga’nsf aaz- '
&S dey and the other individuals involved in the murders, thew
;7§ 0809 Indiang, through their tribal council, passed resolutions - =
QW hich are enrolled on the records of the tribe. These resoliutio.y
rge:press appreciation for the great service rendered by Agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in breakiag up the vicious murde. ring
nhich ‘had been preying upon the Qaage tribe far years, L
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f:QQI i;+ed ol 180 acres s a hornastead, whicii was cup, lewent:zd _uu‘;‘z,J’
iﬁ;fg; by Jerious other land grants until each head rugﬂt allotmth eonsisied
2~§§§;k,gg'ﬁ ximately 557 acres. _

" a e T .

IS N Y e s
,“3’ & - To give an idea of the wealth of the Osage Indadns in foruer
5 . times as compared with the large amounts of money received by thm. aft«ar B
€ .4 oll was struck on the reservation, the following net per cagita pgy:xnt

1" “NE 4o each Osage Indian entitled to recedve income fyom the common fund i
= .7 set out; - . )

R T Net Per Capita Distribution
L . 1880 - : $ 10,50 PED ye&Y
| 1900 .t ¢ 200,00 . Lar yaur
L. L1810 ¢ , 250,06 T.n . bor year -
B e 1915 : 221,351 per year
2 L. .+ 1920 8,090, 00 per yoar
27 '_ T - ' 19211 (the JeAT Of . .
b 28w ... L o } Vo tne first ' e N
29 et e o murdur) 8,600.00 . per yoear
T ~ 1923 (the.year of .
;1 RN - four murders)12,4G0.00 per year
]

-+ B . .

To give an additional idea of the enormous wecalth of the Osage
tribe at this period of tine, this tribe, consisting of approximately 2 o&ow}:
. Indians who enjoycd tead rights since the discovery of oil on the reserva-
_tion until June 30, 1931, werce paid a totzl net revanue of $241,546,288, 84,

in ‘addition to variocus other expenditures made in their benalf, :

The tribal officers of the Osage Indiang are clucted avery tvo .
years, and consist of & Chief and Assistant Chicf, and of & Tribal Council
of a@ght,  ° :

Certificatecs of conput ancy were issucd to Indians des rod ta de,
able to handle their own financial affizrs, the recipiconts being permiited
to dispose of their head rights and allotted land holdines =s they saw fit.

3 e The nusber of actuzl preoducing oil wells on the reservation as:&fé“‘
June 30, 1920, was 5,850, and had increased tc 8,579 as of June 30, 1922, .- .
’Practically all of the land containad in the rbuvrvatlon is lea¢cd for oil or N

A

e natural ges production purposes.

A Dirtribution of the funds to the Ozaze Indians differzd coiuaeily
that of other tribns in that a counon pool vias nnde of all earnlngsiﬁéﬁ

ﬂ 54 i¥:}’en tled to allctment rlzhts, which at no tlme during Lhe 1;5t ﬁﬁCidE lhdty'
55 %3 1 “totdled more than two thousand,
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To {llustrave the profligacy ol tho taderity -0 Wb ooe Tadial

:‘mad et the and of the Doeal year 1521 5692 ,00C io various i-. i i
-%&8 40 uncommon thing from 1920 4o 1URS for t.o grocery bills of nung

Os—_.gJ,IndLans to run frcu %500 to $1,000 »ach par montn, - . .

-

Stomp dances are still indulged in several tincs & yuar by the o
tribe 2t whnizh tice wenbers of other Indmn tribes ara invited to cttend |
as g-zests, and gilis wre exchanged bygiween tho vmw ous tribes a2nd 1 d*v“dua:ls
‘Trese storp dances rmc the ceeazion for all night and all day feasts, Auring
*whieh the wonbeors of tha Osage tribe, as well 20 visiting tribes, clad in :
"’f‘n."plct‘_resqur, cotbuess, dinee in a c:.rcu.hr forreticn to the rhfthr_ic best ol
¥ 4 the tor=tom, Undsir ithe et-r.um-t,mg infiuince of the dance, which bogirs in
& more or less ovderly {-shlon, the dancors soon woi wre nihusiastic und ;

¥paw the ground like =z bL.. ichew wild steeren, after viich they will rotirs
o & for further fessting, during part of which pr'ml,}:l :ral Indion darcers 111
| amuss the ascenbidd sudieree, This dance is purid c;p.;tv\d 1n nct only oy o
i tne'young and :nthusiastic waabers 0f the tribo, bat slco by the older zen

-, and womer of the irices, wiio periaps, are rwacubaring the 1.»:: s of .arlier.
. %" years and are-tryific to bring buck their heppy . ‘Teco] lcf‘tg. on By pf..r‘tn cipating::
b in these nat.ive dances.

*

Larriage by Ifull-blood Jdsuze Indiuns, waose nuwber conutitate
betwecn cne-fourth and one-third of the total uwibar on the triozl OJ..LS,
are still soleunlzed according to tribal cuslenc,

Osag: Courty =2nd the surrounding territery conlsin very w114
f streichus of country, thickly wocded with itimbsar unouited fow cemisreial
’ > purposes, bt affording crxeellent conceclriert in additien to iic ”Rlanast
imcces*ible CLDYONS which cervad as hide—outs for otorisus crl‘imls.
YAt the time of th: nurdors fro 1‘321 to 1923, this country was a haivin

for all types of desoerate erininnls who DDocked there from all parts of
Cr the counLry due to the noturs od Lhe couniry itellf affor ihiz such
X :f? excellent hiding rlaces Zor wanted crininals, Tiis ceriminzl clesont

> to a large extent was attracted by the enormous wernlth of the Osage _.“\1...31"’.3__ ‘

- Pandits and robbers ubounded. The notorious Al Spencer geng
. of bank robber:z uscd thies country for their hids-cut. This particuwlcr
. .robber was at unc tine z,prooched by W. K. Hale, who att:mptad unsuccess-
~fuly to hire hiiz tc nurdoer Indians, Dick Gropg, a penbar of the al
. -Spencer gang, ond hic father, John Oregg, testifisd ugeinet linle st his
‘murder trial to the off et th-ot Hale +-m.—r1 UNHBO OGS '.‘Hr 40 kire 41

SR a - et R L o Yk e, Faae

cr, as well as veth of the Greggs, to rurasr certain Indians, &

tf

nCurley" Johntom, ¢asther notoricus haul bandit, was alss ask
is covniry, =1 wus ot on: tlue approached by & aophow of Williel
1;'.331 at Ralzts instisaticn, for th» purpose of hiring Johnsoa to 'ur:h.r.;

-cerfain Indianc, Johnsco was Tater Willled under oysteriows circunstonces, s
and the Tunor was couwon thii he liad been Klled ab the insuigetion of

2. Vo
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Annther notorious charaster whio shared hoasrs widh V.

'Bf whe origzipal oleneat SF Usage Comuv was Henvy Gratear, @ natd
e who had cor Lo te contrel of the Osas"c Licer Svnie, and g we
fwl 2 cca.cm r‘ vﬁ.)odq surrounding hic land lighted wp by ey
vy ‘nc worked a purs 01 rr-rh. 16 win had

uul.

; ’,;_-r'u'm. ¥y uied L. ar, atit ")..Ob;lu r.CCld.,nt pr';or te the invc Tloation ol the _
"o garder cases, and at the time of hle death hed on e perqon $15,000,08 dn L
7 " cash. He is supporad o have beon mmardrred by oo notor.v.ous bf:nd.‘ whir pas
vr.’.'bh bin a2t the tins of i.he aceidenty but no investigation wos uver rade oyio

» doead avthorities, 2e Mis death was -:‘,:.\n._.._rlr"- 3 o ogocd riddonec. There was
a gaping wound, um,k;r hp' 1:....1.. armpity 7 v

i “tiﬁ.r‘t‘"

Nk g+

R _: . ! .
. A bandit whe was serving tine

"meealisd whils bains int _".1'v.bww._. bWy o 5;.'
ciof Imvestigation-thoy durlng tho periogd ot ,
: gat.lu.ring of @!;.Lrtv—twa rations Ty known b:-m‘..c Ve ta and fm:’. mouPsrE M
a group of vouods in *he Osage Country, where “lwy wore in hiding as
fagitives lionm ‘U.‘?._Lt., snd .i...xlrg Lroeir L,o(,.)ur'“. ther after enprisd
pistol praclics,’ skiil in ih2 use of pilstols "b Lng, chsolut iy ae c\,s ar},- to
' their profession at this tire.
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rrior to ine Jdragze Indinn tridbe becondne oo 2waly woaltiy ovar-
: S 1. . T Tt O O TNy oL 74 3 PO S _ah e e
la}.&!lb wu‘uuu WL SUAY . SGE LA ML Ol TOEITrV u'd..l»\’dl’ Al Tl (aa '-l!‘\--s."‘, :»..wwu =

I
C WBLDIY Hile '-md somctises inbbed "King of ine (oagen, driftod inte twis ;-
“territory fiow Texer, nu wieduenat~d and more or less pnoxin cowpunensr
and cattle thief, ba‘t. nossessed o8 a dor 'lnftsrirzg pursonality. He firdiy
succeeded in wnirollm- 45,000 acres ol sclinel Co graning Iznd by senne
< of leases, and scquired 5,000 acres vatright, in o7dition 0 eoutrslling o
‘ ‘bank at Fairfox, Okla‘mn.ﬂ and oendag nopart in oo store toere, growling
Cimponsaly we aitl\y Irom Wis denlings with the Usuze In d, anc, Eventually he
becanc a rillicnaire, v o domin:ied local ~>o"=t3_ ce and gernivgly eruld aot
be pu.u.l.b'ueu JOr Ly of Lng oand oPiees v oh nieoe 2t his 4o ¥ _‘
- mrthod of Luilding up power and nrostise was do put virions individesla
under obligetion teo hiin by menns cf gifte or Juvers shoe to thow, Cune
_s2quently, }.e aad a trovcidlous follewing “n the vieinity composed net o'ln""x- ’
of the rirfruarl element which had drifted in, but »0 zany good and sube
stantial citirzops,
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The verious cnsrcet.rs concorned in thle stoyy were »s Zolloms:

.

TtT fHuTrreN TN AT o A T |

Wil \TRLELT ) Ly HALb, WS oo LiVe HUNGerE
_invgatigated, 35 year old t}pl(‘ﬂ.‘. w5t im IS O3 tim iy blA b -rir{
ing rrey, Jvoeesaensiing firare, nosd dr:*;:.‘,‘,-:r, Mieddy oo leaiva, wha :
cted = ainibl-uy adrg wilh chowlders back ona coout ovt, 2 1-..‘“.1‘ Lot
ownar ol senyldine norscs, having a anwe in 1"111‘1&--, OIJL_AU.A,
h gnpiuac‘- wr Crarhoree, OKlwes, in the »d3dde of his fiuoune
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REMOFY, 8 bostleggor, Tilty —a

P -] el

wWe Cad fervead o LET I PRNI S o
i

L:-\z.bﬁr of 4ile notouricus Heury Gramuoy garny, sctual muslonsz
'E. Siith, kita Smith, Nutile Brooksiire, and henry Roan,
3 ) L

- ERIESY RURKIART, "Zquaw Man®, in his eany thirties, 1
*of Yo K. Hale, +hw corplotely Jdondmated bin, 2 W alpdliled r}*i.%.‘i.i":.‘s.
~did his unciefs bidiing: married to Mollie Burkhurt, ull- slood Goaes

R . to
]1.2 "f;,,‘_"’- Tadizn, davehter of Lizzie Q, v :althy in hor wm ri h‘b, a. very frindly
s dndividuel eho seondnzly thovzat he gad doue no sroug in periicipoiing in
't'ne eriqcs he sdumittod; implicated in the wurder ~f Yemy Kozt and of the
. We Eo Sudth fumily. He was the weak link in Willian X, lel"“- o3 ikt izatior Tiy
3 }:1”" the first to confess the true state of affaira, ~iving Spacizl Abents ol .
20 7 7 this Bureau their first real lead in the cese, actually implicating Hale ™
3; " - and Ramsey, -
23 %’ﬂ. SR . KETSEY PAHRISCH, "Squaw Man®,
e man of vury bid ripulziion, married to a fu
nangd Katherine Colz; admitited murdsr of Anm

Burkhart at instirsction of W, ¥, Haln
DUl a0 1T mu'q',._ CilNl C1l Wa e hALD, ‘\
Sr

ke ool

b o

root oarnoring
Indieh =onan
2 help ol Bryano-

.r [N

H H . ‘ - . ,
i BPYAD blTLIUON a "3auaw Man", youngor urotk ir of Bant

Burkrrr'l. wio turned Statots ovidence in the State ¢ Geirte,

DEWEY S:LPH, a "Squaw Man®, forwer ovclsnd ol Cooiliia Sighcarhy
full-blood Os2ge woman, who wags nired b;; W. X. Hele to muraer an Indien, &

but whe lost his nerve gnd lator confessed,

v

Tme) Semers Te Y ey Y
LU0 W REG LY ks il

¥ —— 4 “id -
* betwcun 7O Znd 80 yems ol agi, innans _.’.,, v:,,h]t voin A 1 oht, aother
-of ANNA BROWN, MOL] SURITHARY, wile ol BRWRIT pl'fu -'”"'" ] i #ITh SIJTH,
fwi.fe of W, E. "PTLI" SI‘:*TH. Trtis Ingisn woman ~nd hwr three doughtars o 0
wor® all luscnsely waolthy, each being the ownor of fsngoe henn rizlite, zod
receiving royaltios Trom oil rnd ges walls, '
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s cakr LAY hd, GO
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Tovermientt's Thary in o the i
.1:, nroved Lo be svbetanticliy

Abican T sad h--?-'lr!-m-n&- s Tyersy 3 A1y - RaR s

‘Ji \" ‘d LatawT b 421 , h A R LY S e Y e o e e J-l'-ll. s dm " -
~ plarned to dﬂ away vdth Lizzic § ond her reaalnine oo daunghnters, ond _
«£inally Burkhart'!s oeti wifs, sc tiat Burkr:rt wwvld f2 ~ir to the ..eud

rights of all four, Burkiart heing uhdes tiw duainziion of dalz, was we gi,
- if necescary, eventuwlly have killed Burkhext, oul a8 o regall scguired
the wealth of these fowr Trdisa women, .
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vrlior to iho davestigriion of i lnzye 7
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larmed Biegun of Dovostigation, e Aurm o
o 3 - TN
iet~ue cricunsizaecs, o the wnller Osare

-vn 'tr.- citizens ol thet loeality, wios Lorror-ci.t
The ur;brl rounc*l oago ’d & ressiuLion
Tos fact sl
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~ Inforzation obtained by an agsot of tlis Furss . indical di“‘;ha&
oennectmn with the systericus deatns of o largd nurber oo Indizns tha L.

rpetrators of tho coriue wr)u_d get en Indian dmoalh, ';'."e‘u‘* a uctur aoamine
h.uu and proncunce him intoxicit d foliowing -bich & mor tdn: e drmic
&* would Y2 injeeted into the Tncb, m, apd aftir the doctorts mILLYs The
porhers of the rang vou :l inject an enorous arovnt of A o
woit of -Lhe drunken Iacian, wideh would remult in his :h.h.t.h.
doctor's certificase would- vubsequent‘lv road, Micaih from n3 *nal
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: T> further cemslicabe the tugk of the durawu In Zmvootooning
. "thesc mardur Bdrt Rawszr, a convint confin t Ba the C-‘rl:to x5 Diate ’
Peritentiary ab MeAlout 1, Okl_mrma, noic soworal tonfussions to too
murders, in valeh he elained te have buen angioy 1 0 Hile Lo sueder W, Bl
Snith and his fasily, = L;_L’rﬂnzw invuys L-j_r'atn D4 b}' Buron agents develoned
that hale had. ccucﬂctc d this story n;m.nli o weilel Luwsou ;-:*L:t.cr;
mpl*cate Halz, knowirg foi? '-,'L_'I_l. thet ! l&. could rove g ool ok
for Lawson and thersby absolve niwsclf -+ the s Uin.. t 4ol St aiobet R Wo
to disprove the details of Lawsonls confisoion Bulove ir="r*'*-b_;.,1c=;': looking
toward the development of the true -ac*q sould tw aonlaresd,

o

o

In additicn to this «ffort on ”'t"ﬂ“
investizators, hs had nit upon the furthor i
©one Reoy Bunch; whc and boon indimzisly tasoc
* yeer or two prior tu Roan's murdery -nd wbo
Circw..stancvq aid point the fing.r ol sug, soion
i { necescary for T miroan agonts t0 prove Burelh lanccent bofess they o
Rauscy and h.ale'gui'lty 5f Lhe yueder.  This was nsecnelishod b
* eonfessions of Erncst 2urlthert and John Ranserr, - olen vi
- False rumors nd stiatewcon’s on the pust of Willizn H, a0
friends and harenen cansed Buponu agenls to wab. necdlos

' California, Now Mexico, 014 Moxieo, Xensns, Colorads, Teras, ond Arisonz,

, Amma Browr, daughc r of Iizzic G, vac wvrdered on the rient of
. .May 22, 1921, atout threo :dlor froa the berm oD Falrfox, nhers, on the

. pausture lanus of Willi-r K. Hric, and hor Lody “ooren it voteom T o
-swall ravine,  Iercutigetion by Bureau o crtn row nied Bt oLn the nigtt of

i "n,r midrder she” huad been nplicd +ith liq'-,:'.‘;r by 1 ok LN SV B R aiesii !

: » who, accomponicd by Colhorine Cole Foorioon, II-blood Orr e
Jof Forripuf, Jdvievr br i r.reh house b LA dt Lo, mts
shed Forris nowith a 52 cutoratie prstel,  Troo Holets roonen Touen o
drove to witedn 8 e hundred Liot of whoos 1 urdirel bogy of
"y "Broyn vas later §omd, mnd eddYe Lppevs Tunhhool held Uhe deumlou S
- 1o on shit hus ‘h!‘“ugh ‘”1“ Leek of ‘Hn, hend, with the utoantie pistsl
* furpishad hin Ly Eole Jur the perpesa. ‘ '
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Unorn ths ~oxery of Anna ﬂrow“ ¢ obody seversl daye 3ﬁzrr
23 gn evtopsy cerforied i the baek of his glore, at --lck v rr Th
A Anna ._.rz.wn'" body was chopped up intoe sroil pleces, o un a._mur* t i.

pré mt Loe dircovery of the fact that ehe had boon zu "ur»rcd A11 of e

L Tatts were developed from the gue stioning of I\e"wy Borriscr, wumsall,”
‘,tuﬁglxveu to thew at 4he trial of William ¥, iale for mu"apr, J“Lh“ $ub-
- s"an'i.lcﬂly corroborated ag to the details of the wawrder by nis wile, = %
Catherine Cole Morrison,and by Matt Williams, & hontles 5Ty vl .»t td fr
- the wmitaess sland that he saw Anne Brpwn murdersd widle dilivering wh;s_}:gf
ordered by Morrison and Bu rkhart. ’ R

s
o
Fag

. .ﬁﬁx e T Heriry«Roan was a pictur+ squ= full-bived Cnagu Tudiarn, six Tact
ﬁ , tall g.nd a fine-looking specimen, He wore hie saeir in plaite gown his. fier
. Roan was an inveterate drmmkard, whn stryod avay {row his huie for wwosks a,t

& t1Ha‘é. About a year 3 rior o thc murd.r of }:CT‘I"" JINEIN iy W rviwn ¥, e
> .4+ taken out a $25,000.Q0 life insuranec nolicy ¥n soon,  Jomn hanooy made

friends with Evn by nmaoms of koonts for. incss f‘hf“" ':bv*l ~nd took doan out.

on $everal cccasicns, ostensilly to furvish Lim ¢1Huor, but in reality Lo
- murder hiw, Ugzen 2ach oceasi on, nowever, Rnweey loct his nersye, Dot ,
finally persudderi Roan to arive Lo the botton o8 o camoa sat of sipght
of the nearby roud, where he shot Boan throarh ‘£he Lomh 0f e hesd with
a -45-caliber is*..ol vhich he had obtain.d frow the arscnnl 57 Henry Gra nzd.er..

‘J

This wurdsr oscurred on January 26, 1925, and iavestige s by
Buresu agents developed that Williaw ¥, Hule hired Passer to commit this -
wurder, buying Ranscoy 2 $500.68 Yo

rd car nricr to the rardar e a zard
payment for the dead and Jayung biz $1,000 in eagh sitir the ardar had:
- been coumitted, It ves developo?! trat honry Gron. o kad fuvdcied Jnhn
'errq to Hile as the :53ler, mmn': Lody vuis discovered sowversl aars
Jatzr sitting in an upright positien in nis ecav sruzon stifl, The fiets
- surrounding the wurder of Roan were proven b John Ruwscyis omn conferci
as well as by tic: confassion of Krucst wirkhert, noghow I Wililawe R, Hal
' who was present at 11 negotiations rolative to the aurder of hoan,

. John Pazsey did net even know Ruonts zeme ot bne tine he gond

~him, but had simply had Hooun peintwd out to hiw un: the sirocts of Fairfux,’
Oklahowa, by William K, Hrle =3 ihe Iadi~n wieom Sadc woenl-d PL1AGd, =2lel
wes & self-nppointod pall-benrer et Roanfs funsral, ~nd Ramscy, thc ac*ur?;”'_'_ '
- ~murdcrer, upon vi.wing th: body of Roan, pretesded to be desply af’l ‘n'i

vq

P Yunry Roan vias the only on. u;. the Dive individuals provu ...cz '
hRVL been murdered at the Insblipgetion of Wik i To ’-.:-: whoowas killad on
' resyricted Indfan Lond, ther-by wiving the Uz i f’ ..,1 aton furicaietion ovary
2 treferime.  Roan's wurdorod body wes found upon the ;‘-er.tr'_cm.d RSO NG 8 $
T ellgtwenl of Dose Little Jtar, o full-blood Osage, whose Indion nanc vl
To prah Poe. P ) '

: After o dgath of Anna Brown and Hunry H.L.i-.. Wiiliam ¥, ("Bi{‘i.ﬂ'}"
.;mtt_.n s*-at¢d openly it no helicvad William K. lnle had killed iorry Foan
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