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. 8. Bepurtment of Justice o o H' s 2
Barres of Infrestigation

P. 0. Box 1535
Oklehomea City, Oklehoma
November 17, 1932

RHC :MYB. RECORDEp -
63-438 L & ;
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4(‘\ ﬂ\ n
Director, NO\ “"'“‘ b o )
United States Bureau of Investigetion, - i
%eshington, D. C. C gl

g T

Dear Sir: Re: Osage Indien Murder Broadcast

A1l of us et this office looked forwerd with much interect
to the brosdcest of the Osage Indian murder story which occurred on the
15th instent, end I had teken peins to give the matier & little locel
publicity by heving an item sppear Iin two of the locel newspepers.
e temmanme W PN

I regret to sey thet we were mll very much disappointed in

the manper in which the atory was dramstized end it is felt thet the

menner in which the episode wes dramstized 4id not do justice whmtever

to the facte of the investigetion. Sheriff Harve Freas, Pewhuskn, wiose
pert was protrayed in the broadcast, is & big, upstending wesiern Sheriff,
very active and aggressive, wherees his pert es pictured in the broadcast
would create in the minds of the listeners en impression that he was
perhaps a little "dried-up runt", ignorant, fearsome end reguiring to be
led. I suspect that if Sheriff Freas listened to this broadcest, he will
not hereafter have a very kindly feeling towercd this Bureau.

I reelize thet the subject metter of investigetion was diffiecult
to drametize, but inasmuch as it is one of the most spectaculer and im-
portent ceses ever hendled by this Bureeu, I think much more favorgble
publieity could have been hed by heving the siory told by Agent Conroy
slong the seme plans used by him in other stories #hich he has put out
over the reiio, and to which I have listered with a grest deal of interest
and enthugimsm. I realize that the trosdcasts by Agent Conroy 4o not reach
one-tenth ea many people es the N.E.C. brosdcasts, bul I wish to say thet
in my opinion the mciivities of the Bureau cean be much more effectively
brought out along the lines he uses than by tha‘géyhgtization system as
employed in the N.,B.C. broadcast. C

Plensa be assired that I have only the best interests of the
Fureau at heart in writing this letter of criticlam.

Vj;%zgrul yoiis,

R.\‘r/l.- Colvirn, ~
Special Agent in Chearge,
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SR R.dﬂorsqce 18 m2de to yonr lettes c Novezber 17, 19, .
relativo @ the recent broadcut of tue DFag® Indian Kuriwr oo .

v .ﬁ'.:&:"

DR S 'I'ha Bureau regreots your disappointaent and that of your = ©
y O local friendd 4t this broadcast, especinlly in view of the fae‘:. W T
4" that you had taken pa!.n.s to ¢i.n t.ho natter mblicita in ths
Loctl Mwmpm.

v S ¥ .tndicat.ed in the Buraan's 1et+er of Rovauber 21,

“1932, to Speclal Agent F. S, Smith, & copy of which ucr eent ¢

you, other sections of the country in which the lislen e wsre

_not familiar with the actuel details of the caee, a8 ia tie Juije

. country itself, rcceived the presentatlan of this case more’ Lfavar-

S ahl: ard considerel it tis zaost arrective of the brosdcaats '
e’ﬂm to dltl.. W w4 L

RPTEN o b

Fey e

Serioua conaidera 1on in belng given to t.ha suggestuon
e oonta!.nod in paragraph three of your letier to the affact that
the Presentation of cases could be .oore adecustely o “oes Lo o

if given in rative form, but at the present tlame thv larger

hroadeu tiag antu desire to preaent thez only in r:ramatiz .4

' 3{ The Burssu would be very pleased 47 you coul! meia
it ' arrangeaents to havs some radio statlon in the vicinlly or )
) *.Oklahoma City broadcast this particular case in narrative fora, ta‘ :
;; é«' be suppl =ented with an 1ntroduction by you ex;laininy the gop--al
g tivitd.es of the Bureau. . :

- As atated in the Dureuu's letter of Movember 21 rels tlﬂ: ‘-
this cattey; the histury of 'this ¢xse as prepared Uiy the B
by Epecial Mmt P. Se Sulth was submitts? o the Lpoaduac u

itconpw rar urk tn 1t.s drmtisqd version of t,he case,
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“omg Buread Tealises that you have 1ts best lnterests

prt, appreciaten the criticis. contained in your letter,

»s indicated above, will be very pleassd if you can sake .

K ements 1o huve this cage broadcast in narrative fora dy -

?MQ.hoal_ag.&tim theree. : ., . e o .
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,JO“H EDGAR HOOVER

- ‘S ?ureau n‘f glnﬁesttgatmu
 Bepartment of Justiee
Binsljington, 8.0 * ‘
T | “ April 26, 1933.

" WILLIAM XING HALE: JOEN RAMSEY

~ MURDER ON_INDIAN RESERVATION

St
.
’

o3 iy _
o A .

lbrsterious Myrders of Several Osage Ind:.ans Solved.
"Hale and Three Confederates Given Life Sentences.

b "

- roe . -
. . N . - .
. LA o N

' From 1921 to 1923, several Oaage Indians died under mysterious c:.rcum—-,.
stences on the Qsage Indian Reservation in Oklshoma. Four Indiens end a
white girl were ~thought to have been murdered &t the insvigation of Willisw )
King (Big Bill) Hale, sometimes referred to as "King of the Osage", in order’
' to collect insurance and to meke two of Hale's nephews sole heirs to velurabli
oil properiies of the ‘murdered Indisns. Investigation by Specisl Agents of .
the United States Bureau of Investigation was extremely difficult, duec to .07
Halet's power in the community and the fear in which he was held. St:ec*al
Agents worked under the guise of medicine men, catilemen, &snd insurance SEleﬂ-—’i.“
men. They established that Hele had had the white girl eni two Iadiéne
bIown up bty dynamite and two other Indians shot. Hale enl John Ramsey,
- -his henchman, were convicted of murder efter a spectaculer itrisl in :
" Federel Court and each sentenced to 2ife impriscnment in the Onited Slates -
Penitentiary at Leavenworth. Frnest Burkhart, a nephew of Hale, aud Kelsfey“
Morrison, & hireling of Hale, each received life sentences in t.he State ..
~ Courts for murders in which they participated at Hale's instigetion, JLt e
: . which di4 not occur on the Indian Reservation. O
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el T e - WILLIAM KING HALE;
- | . JOHN RAMSEY.

, , MURDER ON INDIAM RESERVATION
o e ' » .
. N AL

l r . A
"+ The (Osage Indian country lies in the Osage hills, situsted in the:
northeastern part of Oklahoma, & beautiful rolling country covered with tall,
green limestone gréss, and considered the finea-t cattle grazinrz country in

ﬂze world,
The Osage Indian Reservation, vhich is identical with Orare Countly

Oklshana, consists of a million and & half acres of Indian sllotted lend, 1s

the largest county in the State, being lerger in arco than the entire State

of Delaware. It is bounded on the southwest by the irkansas River, und

reaches fror Tulsa, Oklahoms, on tho south to Po'nca City orn the north, a

. distance of aporoximntely sixty miles. It is also sixsw miles in -ridth at

: - its widest point., To givo an additional ideu of its immonsity, it contains
I over sixteen hundred public schools. e

-
H . PO |

m 35 This ‘Feservation was acquired by %he Cherokuc Trauty from ihe

e BFY Chorokec Indisns July ©, 1866. The county scat at the time of %hz (vents’
¥ 31 - ralated was Puwhuska, having o population of cigh%t thousand. Othar tomns -
| 42 ' end villagas in the county arc uirfnx, Grayhorse, Hominy, wynond, For .;hing,_
§ 43 . Skiatook and Nelagoncy.

k> 44 - . ,

i 45 The Osage Indicn [goncy, with heudquarters at Pavhuska, suporis-
146 . .tonds the affuirs of the Osage Indians, and attconds to the disbursing of

ki 47 - amounts due thom. Tho ogoncy is in turn under the Commissioner of Indian -
% 48 . .A\ffairs, handlinp tho affairs of all Tndian trib:s under thc protoetion of

%) 49 - the Unitcd States Govermnment, this Commission beiny under the direct supor-
¢ 50 - vision of the Dapnr'znont of tho Intarior. R

s =1 : : S
pg 52 - e ) Ry rn chactnent of 1907, heud rights for 2,229 duly cnrollaed =i
53 . - mambors of tho Csewo tribe wore crcatod This number of hond rights rom em

i3 e e oo . [, Ty, b -y F T - TR s
3 sg-ﬂfws‘ F2AFLOOATY, although the actusdl rumber of the tribs mo¥y Incroase or daarzﬂw

: 55 NI and%waricus Osuge Indiaons drav rovamue from or arc nllottud truris cof Ii.f‘ﬂmﬂ
'3 basod upon thoir hond rights. Tho original allotmort to cuoh Oius 1dimn

’m—w‘w J o b‘-'lq“‘-. “Ei
vt e T e o o 3
e -*"""“‘F""n" Gati it SRR TR

G T




B ek LR Ll o S D b L P R D a0 L il $

a‘u’c ;;-:nu‘ Eh]

; .31:-&‘ of 160 ncros 68 u Jhanestead, *fhich was suppl'-mcntc‘

To givc an iden of tho woulth of the Osage Indiuns in form ‘
T tlmos as comparcd with the lurqre mounts of moncy roceivod by thanm cfter {
' "pil -ms struck on the resorvution, tho following net per capita puymeat
to ench 0s.gc Indian antitled to rocoive incomo from the common Tund iso
set out: L -~ : e

i R e e aen i

S . ' - ‘ .

: - e Net Por Capitc Distribution
1880 N 10.50 . per. yoor
. 1900 . . 200.00 . per yeur
e Sole - - 250.00 - A . pur yerr
el 1915 £21.31 per yonr
- : o 1920 © 8,090.00 ‘ poer yuur
§ . 192k '(the your of . '
3 T A “the first T -
2 Sos murder) 8,600.00 per veur
i ; ' - 1923 (the yenr of
E : four murders) 12,400,00 _ por youor

To give un ndditlonnl iden of the cnomious wenlih of the Onnpos’
tribz ot this paried of time, this tribe, consisting of rppredm-iily &,000
Indizns who cnjoyed head rights since th: discovory of eil on the rusovr-

. tion until June 30, 1931, more paid o totnl nut revemw o ol $241,546,280 82
in sddition to Vuricus othor »xponditurss mode in thoir behslif.
Th: 47ibnl officers of tho Osagc Indirms tre clocted overy twe

yonrs, ~nd consist of a Chicf rnd Assistent Chiof, snd of n Pribel Ceureil '

_ of oight. - T

Lrtifiecotes of campeteney wore issucd %o Indinns ducmed 1o by
© ¢blc to handle thoir o'm finnneinl offairs, the recipicnts being permittcd
to disposo of thueir hend rights and sllotind land holdings ns they sovw £it.

. The numbor of ncturl producing oil vclls on the reserveticn ro 27 .

X Junc- 30, 1920, was 5,859, end had increisod to 8,579 nu of Juno 0, I8EE. e

Prrcticnlly rxll of the -md contnined in the rescrvetion is lersed for oil DI‘
natural gns production purposcs. ‘ . L

Distribution of the funds to thc Osnpc Indirms diffurcd dor
: ﬂlqt of othur tribos in th-t a common pool vas mede of -1} ownin
o riﬁad from “ho tcum tory vhich vrs divided rmong nll the Indisns :..‘ th

"f‘en tlod to nilriment rights, vhich £t no tims during the lsst dex iz o
3';ote.1cd moro thsn tmo thouscnd. .

VOB W
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o  To illustrute the proflig"cy of tho m‘jority of tht,sc Indi 1
G“QﬂELt the ond of tho fisecal yorr 1921 3591 000 to vrri~us-irilv
s BQ uncommon thing from 1920 to 1925 fx the grocory bills of 'n
;{ndj ms t0 run from 3500 to 31,000 oach per month. .

Y- 3 L Y] ﬁ_,sjl‘_a-. Bty

g Stmp d'mces are still indulend in scvernl times r yoor by
‘be, at vhich $ime mombors ~f other Indicn iribes are isvited to attond’
5es gucsts, and- gifts -ure exchrnged betrwen tho virisus tribes cnd inéiwidn .&.a
' Theso stomp dancos nrce the ocetsion for cll night nnd 11 dny for ots, durizzg Gy
*"‘:_ rhich tho mambers of tho Oscgc tribo® ns well as v* sitirg tribes, clrd in’ e

';_ the ‘bm-tcm. Under tho stimulr ting influence of thi d'_nco, "'hich bcgins in
s 'more ar 1oss ordérly faoshion, the duncoers soon vox morc-erthusinstic angd.
! {:""'pm.' the ground likc r bunch of +ild steers”, ofter shich they will rotire

- for furthor feasting, during prrt of vhich professionrl Indirn & neers Rt
cmuso the nsserbled nudionca. This dence is prrticipat%ed in not anly by’
~ the young an onthusih.s.*ic membors of the tribuejy tut wlso oy tho slder m
 ond wamon of Bhé tribes, ho, perhaps, cre ranasbering the fensts of o ic
- yoocrs and nre trying to bring brnek their happy recollectinn by P rflcipﬁtiag

in theso nrti"u d-mcos. . .
R y »
7 Merrduge by full-blood Osrge I“ldi"n..:, whose rumbor cans ui’fute -
but'won one-fourth rnd one-third of thz totrl numbur on the tridel rolls,
‘ore still sclcmm.zed accarding to trib:l customu.

S

e L e 3
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Osnge County nnd the surrounding territory contrin very wild
siretches of country, thiekly wooded with timboer unsuited for commoreinrld -
. parposes, but cffording cxecellent coneorlment in nddision to its rlmnst ) _
. ineccessible cc.nyons vhich served ns hidc-outs for !".O'.::D""i"u:: criminrls, °
At ihe time of tho rurders frem 1921 %o 1523, this counftry wns = hrven L
for £1) typos of desperite criminnls vho f1 3ck=d thcero from <11 prris o.t'
" the country due %o tHe nnture of the country itcclf offording such B
. excellant hiding ploaces for wrntod criminnls., This eriminesd derest .
Yo a lnrgor extont wus atirncted by tho encroious wenlth cf the Qsaas Irdin rs.

Bandits ond robbers nbounded., The noetorious 51 Sm“ce.r g*‘g
of bmk robbers usod this ecountry fer their hidoe~out. This prrtim=alor

rebbor —as at one $imc rppronchod by W. K. Hnle, who ﬁtter'p tcd unsuccoss—

'“11\v m hidrman him &~ mimAagr TRAS Aana N alr Onecoae & mermb AT nf‘ £~ 21
&y Wt Lihd W diAl W' LML WS4 weddll L Bl b WA R,y CL ded” sl W L0 AL W LA,

" Spencer gnng, nnd his rother, John Gregg, testifiod rgoninst Hole ot his
Cie irdar trinl to the effccet th"t Helo tricd unsuccessfully to hirc Al
-~ Spoencer, ns wecll cs both of the Groggs, tc rurder cert. 1in Indinms.

-------

"Curlay" Johnson, rnothor motorious brnk brndit, wns rlse ~ctivgy
in his country, nnd was =uit onc time approached by v nephos of Jillior . ?
HAlD at Haloa's instipgation, for tho purpose of hiring Jolnson to rurdcr,
cordain Indians.” Johnscn wae lnter killod under nystoricus circurstnces
"fn tha ™ucr ™A caron thnt ho had beon killed ot the instigtion

Hnl‘_ '1hn fonred tatt he night trlk.




Another notoricus character who shared honors with 7. ¥. jinle
of the criminal elememnt of Osage County was l[Jerry Grammer, a no voridy
man who had camplete control of the 0Osege Liqior traffiec, end -rhn R

«":‘pz‘iutely ‘omed poner plan%, where he worked a gang or cr:.mmals r.'lm h&vﬁ &
s fled from all over the United Stetes day and night in making illieis lig
- Geappior diod in an autamobile sccident prior to thc investigation of the':
-murder cases, snd at the time of his desth had on his p.rson 315,000.00 ia
g cash. Ho 1s supposcd to have boen nﬂrderod by o notormus bandit “'ho s

ol ekt ARG L e

R A bandit who was gerving time in thc Cklshoma State Pomt utu,ry,
) rocnl‘led whilc boing, interviomd by a Specindp Agent of the Unitod Stotes
. Buracu of Inm;tigation thet during the period - df ~thc rmrders he retonded )
a ga.tbering of thirty-+—o nationnlly knom brnk biundits nnd trein robbors ia
. a group of woods in thc Osago Country, whcre they vers in hiding as @ '
T ThrT . fugitives from "Sustice, and during their sojourn they often cngeged in
i 28’5""_,,‘. 7« _pistol practice, skill in thc uso of Pistols boing ubsolutcly nocessury to
§ 29 55N thqir proress-on at this timc.

7 T (IR
to

Prior to the Osage Indien tridbe becominz immensely weelthy overs
nig:t through discovery of oil on the reservation, William X.Hale, kro=m as
"Bill" Hale and sametimes dubbed "King of the Osage", drifted into this =
terri tory fram Texas, an uneducated and more or less uncouth cow mincher..
. ¢ '. and cattle thief, but possessed of e domineering perscnality. He finslly
succeeded in controllinc 45,000 mseres of select Qsace groazing lund by maan.s

- of-leases, and acquired 5 000 acres outright, in addition %o controlling &
baenk at Feirfax, oquhoma, and oming a part in a s%orc there, groving o
immensely vealthy from his declings with the Osage Indians. Eventually he
becamoe a millionaire, who dominated locul politics und sceningly cculd not
. be punished for any of the many erimes vhich vare luid at his dcor. =is
. mothod of building up pomwer und prestige vus to put various individuzls
», -~ under obligation to him by means of girts or favars shom to thum., Con-
" sequently, he had & tremondous folloming in tho vieinity composed not oaly = f
. _of thc riffraff elemont which had drifted in, but of many good and sub~ o0 =

_‘stential ci tizms. B

AR The various chuaracters econcerned in this story mers as follovs;

: d- ) WILL&';ILL M KING HALE, mustcr mind bchind tho five murders
in atigutud 53 yoar old typical wosterner off muadium stoture, bluck nair;r;f

ing gray, prepossessing figure, naut dresser, ruddy cemplexion, tho
ctod a milityry eir, with shouldoers back znd chest out, sclf-confide
~nor of many Tino horseu, having a hore in Pairfax, Cklahoma, &nd u-
quao ncar 't-uyhorso Okluhoma, in the middlc of h1° imﬁx,n.,c rolﬁ :.g

" . . ¥
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: JCEN RAMSEY, bootlogmer, f£ifty ycur old typical roush type .
orp oriminal —ho had sorved a panitentiury temm for rustling ot
s7 mamber of tho notorious Honry Grammer gong, cetuiud murdurer of
4pm E. Smith, Ritu Smith, Nottie Brookshir:, cnd Hunry Rean.

,‘.' - TR " in hiz o
v L .':)ULY\D.IU\.L ¥ uqu Lt .ru.u.i Ty ddd A D TLRLY e

of ‘?. K.Halc, vho camplotely dominated him, o weekvilled individuzl ~ho
did his unclo's bidding; murriod to Molli: Burklicrt, full~blood Qsugo
Indien, daughter of Lizzie Q, veulthy in her own right; v very fricndly
individual who suammingly thought he ﬁ...d done no wrong in partiecipeting in
‘$he crinos ho adnitted; " implicated-in tho murd-r of Hunry Roon nnd o1 the
- ¥. E. Snitk family, Ho Tas the —ock link in Willirm K. Holets orgund .k.vion,
tho-first to confuss the truo stute of affnirs, giving Speelel Agonts of |
" thie Buresu their rfirst roal lend in tho cosu, cotuelly implic:-ting ‘Irle

and P'mrw-v

anrnlar thd v td oo nh .
~d Wi ua, auuj_-ta _.,|

b g ot et e g+ MBI N

" o - S
. KSTY mRH*SO.., "Squaw Man", 35 years «0ld, & neat appiiring’
nau of very bad reputation, married to a full-blcod oSage Indian Toman -
aamed Katherine Cole; admitted murder of Anne Brovm, with help of Bryan & -
Burkhart at ipgfigation of W.K.Hale. . .

r—

-

BAVAN BURGLART, & "Squats Man", younger brothar of Eranest
Burkhart, vho turned State's evidence in the State Courts. )

B o o R

NEEY SYLPH, a "Squaw Man™, former husband of Ceecilia Bishesrt,
full-blood Czage ~onan, vho mus hired by ¥. K.Hele to murder zn Inédicn,
but who lost his nerve and loter confessed.

. I1722I5 ¢, elso knomm as Lizzie Kils, Tull-blood Oseaze Indiun
" betmeen 70 and B0 years of age, immensely venlthy 1*1 her orm right, mosher o
! of AINA BROT, MOLLIE BURCIIART, wifo of ERNEST WUHHART, wnd RITA SMITH, o
wife of W. T. "BILL" RITH.  This Indiun vomun nd her tarce daughters
wero all irmensely —ealthy, ouch being tho o-mar of Osage hund rishi, un&*_"'
receiving royoltios from oil end gas —ells.,

L The Government's theery in the invcstigntion of the murder cascs,
v “hich subsoquently proved %o be abetunticlly truc, vas that 9. K, PulC
daninated his nephew, Trncst Burkhort, tho husbind of Mollic Burkhord | end
Pplanped to do wway with Lizzie Q and hc.r ronaining tmo duvghters, zna :
" finally Burkhart'a orn wife, so that Burkhart -ould fall heir to the hend
.. rights of ell four, Burlrh.xrt becing under the dominatiorn .of Hule, vho would,
* .7 if nucessary, x.vuntually hrve killced Burkhurt, rnd @s uw result cequired
« . ,tho‘ woclth of these four Indiun women.
2 ‘1’ Just prior to the investigation of the Osage Indien Yurder .
8 by tho Unigod States Burcou of Investigation, t—c douen Csoac ‘I“:diz,*m*i
i ; di under suspicious circumstancvs, mnd the cntire Oeuge Indinn Tridc -
2 ‘a8 the ~hit. citizens of thet loerlity, werc bturror-stricksn  <ond i
toar of thuir lives. The tribal council passcd e rusolution rejussting the
aid' of thc Government in solving these rurders. The foct that lou-cbiding &

Pt m e s e e
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ens octunlly foercd to convorse with the agents of this Burehy |
Y roont killings mnrdo the taak of tho Purctu's ngunts oxtrcﬁu.iy

«wnnsction with the mysterious deaths of a large number of I'*dians the
z perpetrators of “he crime would pet an Indian drunk, heve a doctor exnmine- r
+. " him and pronounce him intoxicatad, following which a Ww 2
£, would be injected into the Indlan, and efter the doctofTs Tture the f
» members of the gang would inject an enormous amount of morphine undar the
,_ ampit of -the drunken Indian, which would result in his death., The - °.
2 <*doctor'a certificate would aubsequen‘tlj read, "death from alcoholic
a8 .;f;.‘i?qiqonins"- L A .l

SR . oLty d o . _ o

ot iﬂ!ﬂ;"&‘_ﬂ:‘.:‘-!-u.;fm.‘-f._\u;“‘-‘:!i ekl

o further complicate the tasic of the Burcau in investigabiz

-, _ithese murders, Burt Lawson, a convict confino® in tha Oklehoms Strie .
Penitentiary Qtv McAlestcr, Oklahata, made sovepsl tonfessions %o tike
murders, In which he claimed to have been erployod bv"ﬁ'n"l_c'%’mrdo* Y.E.
Smith and his fﬂnily. Painataking investigation by Burcuu ugents oeveloped
that Hale had. .concoetod this story himself, by which Laws:n pretonded to .
+"implicate Hele, koowing full well that Hulo could prove & porfoet elibi -

- for Lawson end thereby ebsolvc himself al the semw: time, It wLs nrscnssz.ry g
to digprove the details of Luwson's confession beforc investigotion 1coking
toward the development of the true facts could be cormonced.

In addition to this offort on Hole's purt te mislced the N
investigators, hc hud KT | Upon the further plan~of “throwin? cugpicion upan
". onc Roy Bunch, who hed buon intimatoly assoclated with morn's =
- yoar or two prior to Rogn's murder end who hed subsoguantly .ruu-;—-ied her,
Circumstances did point the finger of suspicion at Bunch nnd it was
{ necessary for Buresu rgents <o prove Bunch imnocint beforce they proved

Ramsey end Hale ‘guilty of the rurdor. This was cccauplishod throush the
gonfassions of Ern2st Burkhart and John Ruamscoy, <hiich vindiected Punen. i 7
-Falsc Tumors nnd stutements on the part of Willimp K.Pale's pyriads of ¢

*  fricnds and henchmen crused Buresu egopts to mokc noedless trips %o Lo
;- Smlifornia, Now Mexico, 0ld Mexico, Kmnscs, Colorcdo, Toxes, cnd Arizoma. ™= -

-

Annn Bram™m r! e n'rr nf Lizzisr O Aol An tha niokd aft
Ann0 BIeTn nugnioer ol LAZZI0 &, aored o We RAZLT 0L
f
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Moy g2, 1921, about throu miles from tho town of Peirfux, Oklchemn, on ibo
poature lnnds of William X. Hole, and her body throwm into the botum of &
-.mall ravine. Investigrticn by Burcau ngents rovecled thut on th e night of
~"her murdor shaz-hnd been plicd 7ith ligquor by Kelacy Morrison nna Bry:xn
»*r Purkhnrt, who, accompmnicd by Cathorine Col » Morrisen, full-~blood Osres
= wir@ of Morrivm drov: by the ranch house hamo of Willi:r K. Hile, who
- s fu 1shod Morri scn with n 32 nutomatic pistol. From Hrlu's rinch hruso’
~-'= thef drova to within a f27 hundred feut of whore the murderod body of
_Am & Brown wns letor found, »nd while Bryrn Burkhnrt held the drunkon Az
\,'.,Moxalson shot har through tho back of tho hecd, with the rutomntic pistol i
_ furnished him by Bnle for the purposo.’ E

o5 nu
BILIeT ik

»




] -;'7 -

Upon the discovery of Anne Brown's body several davs later °H
= g nutopey performed in the bock of his etore, et which he gy
Anng Brown's body was chopped up into small ;ieces, in au ﬁ:;'.-“eg-t >

t the discovery of the fact thnt she had been mrdered., All of
 wore develoned from the questioning of Kol scy Mo"riscn, himsclf

shntially cormbomted as to the detaila of th murder by his wile,
- fatherine Cole horrison, and by Matt williams, u bootj.cggcr, vho stntc.a fr;n

’ ordemd by Norrison and Burkhart.- ‘.' _ e
'<" chry Roan was a plctu.rosquo fall-blood OSL\{;E] Iﬂdian, n *‘z:n"i
tall and & finc-looking spocimen. He wore his huir in plaits down his l;n_
Roan was an inveterate drunkard, who staysd amay from his honme for vooks al
a time. jAbout a year prior to the murder of Henry Roan, Williem K.¥nl< hex
taken out a 325,000.00 life insurance policyn.Roan. John Remcey AR T
fricmda with foan by means of Foan's fondness fdr whisky and took homn out,
" on ‘sevaral occasions, ostensibly to furnisk him 1iquor, but in reality %o:.

murder him. TUpon each occesion, however, Remsoy lost his nervo, but

inallv 'na'r-:-nnﬁaﬁ DAaan *o R'wi-lna fn *ho T\r\!-""hm e n canyon cat of aiphd =
- ok & ALA A J- y Shbd ALNSCATE d J_r WAe W

of the nearby road, vhere he shot Roan through the bc.ck o tue heud with
a 45~calibor pistol- ~hich he hod obtained from 4he arsonal of Henry Gromngl.

./
m™is murder occurcd on Jgnuary 26, 19”0 “m{d investizetion by ii"
 Bureuu agents develoved that Williem K. Hale hircd namsey %o commis this’ %
rurder, buying Rumsey a 3500.00 Pord cur prior to tho mrdcr os o part
paymont for the deed und paving him 31,000 in cish after the murder had
teen cormitted. It was doveloped that Homry Grormor had furnished Jahn
> Ramsoy to Halc as the killar. Roun's bedy vas discovircd severtl days -
~later sitting ir an uprisht position in hin car frozen stiff. The ac*s .
i { surrounding the murder of Hoan mere proven by John Hamselr's uwm nonfesslon,”
as well as by the confessicn of Ernest Burkhart, nephew of Willierm ¥, ‘Ie;la,
who nes present at all negotiaticns relative to the murder of Hosr. S

John Rumsey did not even know Romn's namc at the %ime P prardorel

. him, but had aimply hed Roan pointed ocut to him on *the streets of Feirfax,
Oklahoma by Tilliam X. Holec as the Indiun whor Fale nanted killed, Falc
~as a selr—appointcd pall-~beurer st Roan's funeral, snd Rumsey, the cotund
.. mirderer, upon viewing the body of Roan, prcetended %o be deeply oflcc.ui,

Henry Roan wrus tho only onou cof the fiwe individuals proved w0
have beon murdercd at tho instigation of William K. Hale vho —as killed on oy
ristricted In d, thoreby givirg the United Stetes jurisdiciicn ovar :
+ Romm's murdcrad body was found upon the rostricted homest ad %
al tmont of Rose Littlo Star, a mll-bloocl Osage, vhose Indian nom.: TﬁB“

e e e TR Ao B S

g ey S m— i :
g - T g g o




e L R e e L L AL I S L R L

)
1
L
i
F:
T
'
#
5
;
3
}
i
|
i
:
i
5
i
!
1
i
i
3
I

Tl R A L i e )

. a .A:ma Brown, and that Hale would not hesitate to kill the rest of J_,u
- .—qflchildren. 4 short time prior to his murder Snith had haed e violeng
« ~gifreation with Hele relative to & 16,000.00 indebtedness which Smigh’
zad was due him by Hele. Shortly arter this altercation, oa t,_@ ni_
¢h 10, 1923, -the house of 7illiem L. Smith was blo‘m up by huving
~..give-pailon ke of nitro-glycerin exploded under it, blowing the honss tw
'”atans end killing Rita Smith, wife of W. B. Smith, ard Nettie Broothir
& white servent girl 1nstantam.ouuly, and horritly wmungling tho body of
T william E. Smith, vho lived e few houra however, ard stated his bcli&r
‘ that Hale ‘hed had him killed. 7 ‘ :
2 "in»‘?: & . .
. vEE ol It was, developed througl mxrestigatzon by Burcau agents mat
*7 Williem K. Halo hud hirod John Remsgy und Asa "Ace" Kirby to murder ™ -
William ‘B. Smith and his wife end had subsoquently paid Ramsay epproxims

L m‘P

[ <
g‘iaﬁﬁ.uu for purfoming the murder. Thost facts wirs proven u; mouns

actinv undur instmc*ions from Eale, ond who soaegb* out Rumsuy on thc. ﬁay
of this rurder to inform him that William K, Hale ané Heary Grammor, in”
order to allay ‘duspicion, were going to Fort Worth, Tdéxas, %o a cattlonon's
confarenco, und thaet William Z. Smith and his wif. should be murder.d that
night. It doveloped further that Williem K.Hnlc hod attorpicd %o hirg
the notorious outlaw, Al Spenesr, to cormit this rarder, but Sponcor

—_——r . - .
rofuscd, stating that whilc he had no compunction at “,bbnzg o train o

blowing a safc and killing individuels in such en atteapt, he had not smnk g
B0 low as to murder holpless individusls for monuey. AfSer Spuncear'sz o
rofuscl Hole attmmpted ¢o hiro "Blackio" Thompsén, Dick Grogsz, =nd Lis .
Tuther, John Gregg, to rurder lliam Srith wnd his fomily, nll of rhom -

r.fusad.

¥,
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williem K, Hilo becmo afraid thet "acu” Eirby, whe p;rtici'} £5a
in the murdsr of "the Smith £mily as sot out (bovw nnd mho sctunl vy plicod

- L - 1 o~ 4t ma - iy Lo i :
1o flvo=zcllon sun of nitro=glycerin undor o Snith kusc and -‘--5'- it =2y

nould m~ke known Hile's comneetion with these rurdsrs, wnd necordinggly’
porsuadod Kirby to ettumpt the robbary of n gre.ry store naa the Xrnsng
Oklanhoma Strte line, rsnsuring EKirby thet th2 oinor of the grosery swre
pessossed cortnin vcluﬂblc gans. The ovprr o tne stora s ia furna mfﬂrmﬂ
of thc exach hour of the contomplrted rotbery rné s Kirby farced ontrrnes o
_into the grocory store through tho wirdew, groctald him with seve ek 1nudas of .
buckshot from r shotgun, thercby remeving a witncss wvho could have r"vliea- a0
Halo .gnd his rasociates, .

370
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-1 Thompsa>n mnd ‘cne' radisisnn] fuce
wlitncts rulqﬂvo to the turdors which egants hnd rlrerd" sbtnirad, 7l
corgossod thot he know oll obeut the murdors; thrt Rny Bunch, rho ﬂ*_“ -5 %
' to heve carmitted the rurder of Henry Rorn, w8 innceont, tnd thrt Johs "3
* Rmsoy, who was ot thot time living on Tillimm K, Hrle's rvach, hrd ri@u'ei?
actively in 2ll the murders. Jchn Remsey vos irmodintily 1ocrt”d by rgenks

15 ;‘ * of the Buraeru, and upon being eonfronted by Burkk-rt nnd lonrning that &

16 .7 Y Burkhort hod confussed, made «: camplets confession as to his p«.rt in 11 thc"' )
&7 . . nurdors. o i g

.

- Ir. addition to the solution of the murders themselves, Suremt.
agenta discovered that Mollie Burkhart, full-blood Csage Indian wife of
Ernoat Burkhart, who nlone remained betweer. William Hale's nephew, Emest
‘Burkhart, and the fortune of the Lizzie Q. family, at the time the =
ook Govemment commonced i ts. mvestigation of thowcnsc was dying fram what
E was believed ta be alow poisoning. It is on eésthbiished fact that as 50
as sho was gotten out of the control of Burkhart and Hele she immedi: tr.ly
rogained her health vnd is living todsy.

[ ’
.

28{1 4":. In conducting investigations of thesermurders ant Specinl Lzent "c-,f‘/‘
297 . the Unitod Stctos Bureau of Investigtion possd as an Inditm medicine man !‘f}* .
5 10 .~ . in an undercover investigution, claiming to be in search of 2e¢lrntives who

30 had movod to Oklshoma severzl years before. Heo mede a lot of modiclna
22 . around Fairfex, consisting mostly of sweezicned woter, and was takern in by .
- S the Indians, visited in their homoes, attendod their corcmonials, tharldy
33 ; gaining much usoful information. Not only did the agent acting as a
35 ' - medicine mem in actually dispcrsing tho sweetcned weter to the Indigns
¥ 16 “ '« poin thoir confidcnce and coojcration, but he also served as en Indiwn
-~ w'f_."'"‘ " mpodicine man in tho inner circle and tribul councils, hclping them to muks .

"t :plans for the adm_inis_tmtion of thoir tribal probloems und govornment.

Ancothor Specizl Agunt of tho United Stugtis Burcou of Invosiiged w&”

. working undcrgoger on tho cuse, poscd &S an insurance srlognunn ond rctu-s'.l}.:,’
8014 life insurence of o legitimate echaroctier, thorceby goining contrnce to_

_the bmcnmen& and gathuring uscful informeation, which
: tho citizens rcefused to give to governmeont agents opoenly beccuse of thelr u,«"
] §s -~ foor of William K. Hale. In conncction with this stle of life imsurence, e

46 ~ » _Oof caursc, informetion about the porsomel hobits cnd cther types of T
'y inrormation avgilablo to insurance campanics would boe obizined, crd
2 28 <. . _froquently this informetion would have a direct boaring orn the Aifferont”
49 .. ongles of the case undor invostigation. This nagent contneted Willirm XK.
'*s Hala himsel?f under his guise of an insurance salesman; and almost .:uc,cee\..ad

in elling hinm & policy.
Still snother Special Agent of the United Stetes Buresu o
In stigation played the pert of a plain___'_a.s. chm::n, wnd establiszned u-
"agsBciation with many of Hale's intimates ond smpioyeecs, £ll of vhom un-
' kncwingly contrituted useful information. The agonts of the Un: wé Stetes 70
B.lréau of Investimtion who were working undercover on this casc »ften mat
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gaote and dangerous places in the Osoze country, such £s *‘he nongs
{waly vsod as a morting pluce by AL Spuncer ond his outluvw gong, K&
Hon's Hild, vhorc meny surdors and robbories had beon plottcd..
ts of the Un.ited Stutes Burocmu of Investigution, tngcthcr,g'i.,h 8
itwnant of the State Burcau of Criminal Identification of Oklahoma
 pon. mo occasion sat up for tuc nights aond duys with o ernvict vitnoss @
s mhboforo: “obtaining o statement from him. The interosting incidents ocecurring:
..“An-the investigation and tho triml of thc guilty par ties invclvod in ﬁmsv
. mrdars aro toc numar~ous to mention.
. ) - ‘
. '~ Burt Lawson, vhoss "bogus" confossion ceused ggmu a?bnts nz.r:y-"
hours- or v-éary work, upon his roloasc into custody of the agonsts, provod
‘%o be & glutton, vﬁo ttc towbone steuk und French-fried potatocs throe °
{timos @ day. Upon his first visit to o cafeterie with ngents, upon
| . roaghirg -the cushier he vos found to have four picses of pic tnd throo .
J piccas of cuke upon his tray end comnlained f = zhe fret that he hod RD rom
_-"fprnmeatdiph.. - - A : .
. N

w—-f ' ’. Devoy Selph, a metorinl Govermment witness, taatii‘ied to thc fact
E _ -that ‘he ms llimd by "iiliom K.Hnle to murder ¥clsey Morrison's vife, He 50
" was roleased Trom tho Syracusc,Kansns, Jril to festify, wné vhile buing held
.. A% Guthrie, Oklahomn, with other materinl witnesscs who End boan transforr
- from the_Kr'.n sns Stute Penitentitry, he »as left in n jril ecl) of vhich nll 7
; .'the bars wore found to hrve been partly sa~ed. He sho—ed his approciation
by bremking out of. the savod bors ond was subseguently “ocsstod by Duratu
sgents clnd only in his underelothing, sttampting to hide in o barrcl st °
n pressing shop nt Pavhusdie, Oklahons, vwhere he-wss having his suid pr» :sa0d.

Ee¢ grve g8 his reuson for the jnil breik thet he intended enlling on o 1ndy
Pricnd, who, incidentnlly, wns his ex-wife, Cecilin Bighenrs, rul;-blood_,'_ .
U3ngo tamen.

: : On andther otcnsion Selph malked sut on t. druncen jnilor, trking ;
with him the jalilor's pistol mid aftorvirds stole n f-utomo‘r'ilt., in T u,-,h "
-‘ he mede his eseopu. Ho Tas ruecupturaed by Buremu sfonts ot v ..uu..m OO
- and returncd to tustify at the trinl of Hmle. Dowey Sclph's noxt - "*J§$
_;:m to-escspo, after having boeen returned to tho Arknns:s 3tte Perniterntis r,.r

g complotc n sen wnec thore, romultwd fatally for him.

ot While the trinl <as nctunlly in progress n» mro.u cegernt chin incd

“informntion to the effoet thet Hnle wvns recoiving letters fror n witnoss whoo
hed perjured himself ct Hale's former trinl. ri rgent scorchod Helots o oo
“eoll and loccted in tho bedclothing two lotters from 4ue "it wees stating
. that he hrd nsar'hn-nd himself 4n Hnlet's bohlf nt the last trinl snd intomdns -

H \ b L —ha aaAdialiLa AL Al LIa* 427 9 Y viild ERNL L SHL Y

‘ de & - ngnin. This witncss wns subscguently szent %o tho Stnte ”e?‘r-.atf?-
. To@1ife on n charge of murder, and the stutaucnts wore introduced ew‘.nsg :
at his rinal $rial.’ :

> By

“"t" f" An at*ornGy 1‘or Ealc located $vo trrmps nd cc.rd‘ully athe 104,
then 1n helping preparo e dbtense for the trinl of Hle., The a‘L rord s

" SR L R
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‘Bureau discovered this situation, secured confessions Trom them s
aby prevented their appearance at the trigl. Sare witnesses setus)]
4; toagify voluntarily et tho trial of Hale and Ramsey aud roceived su
qlent sentonces bacause of their perjured testimony. Host nowvort}vy
s ] & tham wes P. C. Hester, who was given a scntence of %wo years in.
raderal Penitontiary and fined 3100.00, Othor friends and relatives ot
iy Halo were sentenced for being in contempt or court pnd for inte:fering

‘. John Rumsoy, upon his tri@l for r.nrder oz "fered un alibz to the
eﬁ'ect that he was not in Fairfax, Oklahoma, o the date of the murder for
Avh.ich—‘ne wis bei tried. Investiga‘t‘lon by agents of the Bureuau resulted
~-" ta the production of the hotel register of an old Indiun waman who hed @
tormarly operated a hotel at Fuirfax, Oklahoma, reflecting thut Ramsey -
Hon" " was metually registered in 4his hotel on the day cof the murder. This
‘ #-VIndian ‘woman, 1%.developed, hud been furnishgg whisk(.y by & lumycr o
. prosumebly w cing id -the intercst of Hale, in. an attenpt to huve nep =
- chenga har testimony. This lawyer was subscguentsly schtonced to u:.ghtoen
~months in ¢ Fodernl Penid oﬁtiary for this uction oa his part, _
- H rrY vy
t Upon %he successful conclusion of Ahe cuscs coninst Frla tnd -
Ramsey &nd the other individuals involved in tho murders, the Osuge
" Indisns, through their tribel council, pusscd rosclutions, ¢arolled
~upon the records of tho tribes, exnressing their appreciation of the g
great service rendered by agents of %he United Stetes Bureaun of In‘i”ef‘tu’-‘auiﬂn i
in bresking up the vicious murder ring which had been preying upon Shat i '
tribe for yasrs. . \
Vi

o
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Willian K.Fele ard Juhn Ramsey wrre tried four times - tvice
in_the Federal District Court at Guthric, Oklahomm, cnce in the Fedoeral
', Diatrict Court at Oklehnma City, Oklahcne, and onco'in theo J:uderlf-i‘ﬁ Cog
District Court &t Pathuska, Oklehome, resulting in their being ecn ctod / e
for the rurder of Hcru-y Hoan and_sentenccd to 1ife impriscrment in 1 he
Fedorel Penitenticry of Lﬁ__vcv. rarth, Xonsas. Those tvo eccnwvictions ¥
" intHo-Pederal Gourt, duc to tho fact thot the Unitéd Staws hed .o
. Jurisdiction-over the actual place vhere Henry Roen vas murdored. Genir

"' sontoncoes imposcd in the state courts for jmurders aver vhich tho Unitod

' Statos hed nc jurisdiction vwor- 1 , 1ife irprisonment for
his part in th? murdor of Williun E. Smth vnd fanily Kzlsov Morriscr,
"1ife impriscnmont for tho rurdor of Anna Bra whilc Brysn—Birkhurt, :
brmmﬂrhart “turnod stutc's eﬁ ence in state eourt und . .

“ras nevor convicted.

It 1g interssting to note thoet upon i first *"J.o.l of Hale a:.’?:*

¥ the Foderal District Court ruled that i4 hrd no Surisliction fvorz(%

» only to be reversed by the Suprumc Court of the United Stites €

widhin tho compars sivaly short pericd of tmenty-five duys. From tha
'Z‘st_a_ nd”$rial of Hale and Rumsoy in tho Fodoral Court at Guthric & hung .

jury resultad. The cosc was rotried ot Oklehorm City in the Federni =70

District Court at Oklehorm City, Oklahomm, and both Halo ond Ranacy verc
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9 & ctad and civen life sentences, Hale appealed ani hod “is convl ::t;fm £
e sad ypon the ground ‘hat the case had been trisd in the rrong Hefrigk
S I decision sutonatically reversed Remsey's ccnv1ction sleo. Urmon ikad
w2 {al Hale and Priscy asked for a severance and were tried separniel
13 % 1n the Tedersl Diat"ict Sourt st Pavhuska, Oklahoma, reaulting in uonvie@
14 .. and sentences as set forth above. .

15 .o

16 W#7 One other interosting sidelight to thess cases is the fact thek
17 ' ¢ wRillie" Hale, tho beautiful deuchter®o? W.K. Hale, ithin a conparativel

3_;3:'"?-5-@;'_'_. short time after her father had been.sent to the penitentiary, married = -
by ’ 5 weal thy full- blocd Osave Indien, erected a2 home, and at present lives
5 F f,within a few hundred yards from the spot Therc Anna Brovn's murder..d lac}.y
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" Burewn of Inestigation - .,
TWashington, 3. & S

" Decamber Z, 1929,
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7" MURDER OF OSAGE INDLUWS. Williem K. Hele, John Remsey, et al.
¥ * - ' . . | f'. - - P .

: Followipg the discovery ot ‘041 in the Osege country of -

v Oklahoma. the "black gold rush®™ brought many of the worst 5

A ' “oriminals in the nation to that section to prey apon the newly

rich Indiens and, if profitable, to marry them. During a

. period of recen} yesrs many wealthy Osagp 1nd1ans csre to their

,, death in a “mysterious manner, and these vutrages came tc a

» glima¥ with the deaths of Anna Brown, Henry Roan, and W. E.

-wB111" Smith and family. The Osage Tribal Council aud many
busineasg. rdn ‘began to offer rawarda for the asclution of tha

mstericms murdera, and emateur detectivos and many. co-called
"sleuths" made fruitless imvestigniions which resulted in
‘nothing more than & destruction of meny valusble ®leads" and
the loss of the confidence and cooperaiion of the citizens in
any kind of investigation. Such was the situamtion that con~
fronted Speciml Agents of the Bureeu of Investigation, U. S.
Departnent of Justice, when they began the investigation of
the alleged murders.

It was developed that a hunting party found the body of
~Anna Brown in & revine nesr Feirfax, Oklarowma, & crude auionoy
" indicating that she had been shot through ithe craniw. from ths
rear; that Henry Roan, an Osage Indian, whoso body wes found

4+ - ¥
on the front seal of his car in a amall canyon, had coms to his |

death &s & result of a sunshot wound; and thel the home of
"W, E. "Bill" Smith had been completely demclished during the
- night by & chargd of high explosive, whichi resulted in the-

death of Smith, his wife, who was an Indian, and a servant girl.

The attention of the Agents, who were searching for motives

- for the crimes, was directied toward W. K. "3ill" Hgle, an R
unacrupulous prospector, who was kmown to uave had in his employ =~ =
“many reckless characters. It was learned thci inna Drown was L
the daughter of the Squaw, Lizzie g, who hed two other dauuiltaru,
‘Mollle and Rita. The lntier was the wifec or 311l Smith and
‘Mollie was _nuarried ‘to Earnest Burkhart, a ncphew of 22ill Tizle.
I.izzie Q. had acquired a large rortune, as had her chndren,

-* and when sh» becams ssricusly 1 il a 301;.:.'-": wiil was macs by L

~and her daugi.ier, Anna Brown, providing that the suvivor of
tho two wonl? imherit the bulk of the otber's estate. It w3




Q-HIY bafore the death of Lizzie @, ithst inra Brown wog romd'
ered. Apparently Rita Smith alone atood between tLo cntire
.. #grtune of the family end Burkhart*s wife, Mollie. "Bill Smith
' saw the situation and began to discuss opemly the possibilities .
1‘{ connected with the death of Anna. Ko doubt it would be veneticiel
to some one to dispose of Smith and his wife. Such was the status
“.of affairs when Smith's hcme was blown up, resuiting in the trazedy
, already described. The apparent plans were miscarried, however, =
... Waen Smith survived his wife by g Tew hours, and his wife's estate -
g 5 *-“_‘ went to & daughter of Smith by & former marriage. It was also T
207 =, learned that B{Il Hale had a claim of $6,000.00 against Henry Roam,
21 ‘ ‘one of the victims, After Roan's death it was discovered that Hale
" had insured Roan's life for .,25,000.00 and that Hale wus the ‘
befneﬁciary. . :['he insurance wag not paid on aecount of fraud.
P T e . »‘g
.2 % The I:\Ireau of Inves..ig;ation Agents contirued their investiga-
- tion, winning the confidence and cooperation of the Indians, as
.. well as the whites, mingling with the people as medicine mem, in-
_ . .. Surance agéhts, and gathering valuable infcr“at*on, uttil tl.ey ob~
" tained evidence sufficient Ge show thzt Eale was the moater-nind
" "behind these murders, in order to obtain for himaself and nephews
' the fortune of Lizzie Q. and her daughbers, us well as the insur~
ance on the life of Ienry Roan. The murders hed heen brutal ad
. in cold blood, and evidence was obtained showing that {tasy were
- committed under the direciion of Eale.

Bvery trick and device of resourceful attorneys had To be gt
_at the trial, Witnesses cormitted perjury in their testimony, ank -
many of the prosecution's witnesses were intimidated wd threatizeld. .. -
39 However, on October 29, 1926, at Oklahoma City, Oklakoma, Willia: K. ¥ "
3 10 ; " Hale snd John Remacy, who participated in the murder of Heary Roax,
X LT were found guilty and wera sentenced to life iigprisonuent in

Leavenworbh Fcloral Peanitentiary,.

o The case as to W, K. Hale was reversed and remanded Tor re-
" ¢rial by the United States Circuit Court of Appeals. Following
this, Agents of the Bureau of Investization made & recheck of the
original investigation end Iale was brought %o irial again at
Pavhuske, Oklshoma. On January 26, 1929, he mas again convicted

“and sentenced to life imprisonment at Leavenworth.,

" -
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Mashington, B. C. RS
’ ’ ‘-W 17' 19'3-{;-
] | ) ot
" . MEMORANDUM FOR MR. c:.mc.f-{'f, , “/

- .
e on the sfterncon bf May 16, 1934, Miss Ananda

- #patrick.ef Oklahoms City, Oklahome, called in the office - -
T and advised that she had been g witness in some of the verlocus’

¥ '+ . " prosegutions growing out of thé Osage Indien murders involving
= E N Kf)ﬂale; that she had been geverely beaten anc leit Jor

3 E dead by'oneiJimeharp, who, she stai®d, was a defencent in-»

j RN one &f these cases, and who had supplied a&n agent ol Tic Liv

' with aistatement of his attack on her; and that she now declred
to secuye a copy of this statement or to be allowed to see it. -

" I informed Miss Patrick that such statements, as wall -
as all other information gathered by agents of this Division, sre.
kxept entirely confidential, and that we are restricted by o
legislative enactment from supplying such inlormstion to wrivete:
individuals. ; o

e AT gy

~

IReSpectfully,

;oM

DA S LD R VT

‘. LCwdon.




K

,“ , t. I
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER &, & B

- Biision of Juﬁzshgahnn

"M 8. Brpwimed of Justice T
Blushington, B. 4. -

June 6, 1934

. MEMORANDUM FOR lg. NATHAN

.

Clme T Mr. Whitehurst who stated that he is the clerk of

* the House'Judiciary Gomittee, called by telephone to inouire.

: of Misg AmsndafPatrick who was then in his office and who o
.. stated that shd had previously interviewed me and had been .~
; . denied the privilege of examining certain cases in our rfiles
... which she stated pertained to an assault. roymitted on her by
SRS _one Jin_r@xarp some years ago in Texas.

At

; ' v v1 told Mr. Whitehurst thet Miss Patrick had ma.de _
i} - . such a’'reduest of me and that I had explained to her that all
. ¥ the informetion contained in the filee of this Division were ,
7% of a confidential nature and that we were restrictel by legis-
.o . lative enactment from supplying inforaation contcined therein
T to other than duly suthorized law enforcement officials.

e

I informed Mr. Whitehurst that the Divisien would S

be pleased to handle sny request which he aight nzte that ol

 wounld come properly within our jurisdiction. Nr. Wnitehurst ‘
. said that he hed no such request to make.

. : N

Re spectfully ,

G. Lowden.

— mmnm

gmm:.@
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Bitiision of Inbestigation L e
© LS. Brpurtment of Joabie

Bosbigon, 3.6 o

August 11, 1934

 MEMORANDUM FOR MR, mngw\/

TR On the afternonof!ugustlo, 1924, a Nr. Ward, :
Secret.ary 40 Congressman{Marland of Oklahoma, telephoned to

. " advise that one Amanda M.jPatrick, who was then in his office, .
" "' claimed to have money dug her for confidential information - -
~ _furnished Special Agent ank Smith in comnection with the . .0
JimSharpecaseﬁinTaxasandOklahom. T . Lo e

= e pir g pa pu g o WD OO -ld\mu_\uwww

- Upon receipt of this information, I called dr. Ward a:nd :
in answer 1o his injuirles as to the authentleity of this woman'es -
claim, Iinformed him that on May 17, 1934, I had interviewed her, ' .
'at which time she was seeking compensation for injuiies which she
alleged nad been sustained ag a result og_iher having smpplied in-

" formation concerning one JimfSharpe whg,is a defendant in onme of = -
the cases feine out of the Obage Indian murders involving W. K.

OHale. I informed Mr. Ward that at that time Hiss Putrick desired .
to have access to our files concerninz this case ana thnat follow-
ing her departurs I had sesarched unsuccessfully for any reference
to her which might be contained in our files.

Mr. Ward was further informed that Mr. Whitehurst, .
Clerk of the House Judiciary Committee, had made similar inguiries
concerning Miss Patrick on Jume 6, 1934, and that I had informad .
'Mr. Whitehurst at that time that our files contzined nothing taa$

Ao gy would serve to identify Uiss Patrick or which would suhbuantia*
‘3-}5 t* . . any claim she might have against the Governtent. IR
iz 447 - - Mr. Ward informed me thet he believed this womsn would - " '
i 45 e ' return to his office the next day for the purpose of "bumming® S
346 .. - .. 210.00 or so from him and that for this reason he had made the SRER O
L _1nquj.1:'y .

' Respectﬁ‘ully,
oo _ ‘ G. . Lowdon. [/ -~
.‘4" . ) . REOORDE-‘D EL

INDEXED

AUGL 7 iy34 ﬁ“ o

-
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Mr.. ‘!"Prd, _Seat::t.,},r to Cong. n#_;md of Gl:é". ?v-.uc'n 4?.6

oé‘lle;l ‘~a.nd eteted a one Amanda M. Patrick claims to

_lnu money due her for confidentisl inforna-{i.on

mni.;had Specia.l Agent Frank Smith in connection Wit

i.n Texas a.nd Okla

He desi.res to be called back this afternoom
to give -

* 3__10..54 on any information we may be able
him in re. apeve.
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Revine were m';a ’Bmm'a b}d;’ ¥i3
.“_Y let's rdﬂﬂh honté. e
S {».!’1111m Ko Hale {Froat v-e%.)
Willlan K. Lals’ Pofile).’
Ao Sn ‘ b{sf‘oraﬂuloaa.aa.
Sattn houvac ufler eXploslon.
Auno 3rovnie '

Aite S-ite, %e vtie Brookshire.
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PR S AESTREATAS B e cstapding trat
ceveml Photogrs ;ala recently suralshe
3,*.. fuin.n to bo.. dal u_._d ‘to qr. Gellics
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3 8. Bepartment of Jusfice T
- Hashington, . .
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September 5, 1934.

uEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON.

. In compliance with a request from Kr. Quinn, I
furnished him with copies of the following photographs
relative to I. C. 70-File, #62-5055, to be delivered -

to Mr. Hex Gollier: s
- - ’ . A
Ravine where Anna('Brown's body was found.
,,Hale's ranch house.

- "\Williem K. Hale (Front view).:

¥illiam K. Hale (Profile). ° .
Smith house before explosion.

Smith bhouse after explosion.

Anna Brown.

Rita Smith, Nettie Brookshire.

John Ramsey. )

v,

It is my understanding that Kr. Collier lost the
several photographs recently furnished by this office to
Mr. Quinn to be delivered to Mr. Collier.

Respectfully,

2SH P el
| /

W. H. D. Lester.
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P Caor ' f-_‘the!"ilu&;-chm.,
g ns-:ibed Ry \rim obmird.us picturee sl s
sate;m fron the £ - in ke, T4 Blng E-de

cavey for cellvert fa Bf. "o¥ Collier, “emoctel’a’

t}CLV Of Divtnlﬁ’n ;. G. __:m.l'o&*‘,b oy ‘..huit.‘&..:'..l.‘ :
"’ﬂ.].ur.;z iy Naley John Tamzgy w Rurflor on I.7%un:
Wtion*’ to rep.d., Wi:.. 3. '.'md 'u.--r,ahe'i o ouin
fazj xi:. r*'vpo“...
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 Bifision of Inbestigution
"t 3 8. Bepuiment of Justize T
7 Bashington, 8. G
hvgust 31, 1934.

A, s = g
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] . !

MEMORAND MR. TOLSON Li e

Mr. Georngledler of the Files Section,
who assisted the writer 'in obtaining pictures of
interest from the files in the William King Hale
‘case, for delivery to Mr. Rex Collier, requested a
copy of Division I. C. #70.F.62-5033, entitled, .
"William KingfHale; John Ramseyw~ Murder on Indian

iReservation®, to read, which was faranished to him
for this purpose.

U : Respecti‘ully,

o /al){/b =

W. H. D. Lester.

L._. ”“‘"""‘“-—n-_..mﬁ_ :
L_ ﬂdér ‘Q’/ j RO f

‘,J..
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PR S " # ." ¥
sed t‘:at bn Au{mt 3131:. m-
col ler ap,mmd at. the ort;lce ard atated tuazt de uad bacw
iPornighed with several photographs bg $ae Dirgetor o be -
“used: in cornsction with prepuriry certdld cases for tuc Salrd
+Louls Post Dis_patch' that. he madod imeediutely & photogra p.z i
a.ny ot.:zer phutogr com a\&i-

._'bf tha khofrse"bei‘ore and after 1* was b.a.u wp, were . .rn_ cheid.
“te &r. Colller, and on the following day he lrloraed ze itnat
“4he Bame asd been lost. ‘He mude & cerel:l scarch st ihe places

“'where he had vicited, inserted an ad iz ine payer, bt aas ‘
 unsble to locate these photopraphs. Hoscver, I Tound taat pr. or
FN<é- ¥ to delivering these puotographs to #r, Gol.nher, dre Luster . v,
Lo eyl _* “mads t{welve coples of sach and cince tzet time T have ziven ¥r.
w0 ‘?"‘“g%-" o ‘Oolli.er s 4 .plicate set in'crder that bu cculd use lue sane in-
£ 7. _'ponnect.;on ':I.th hia artlcl,a. . . , S

Wiy Lyt
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';;éa EDGAR HOOVER 6&5 k : ‘eév =

A DIRECTOR " e .

| ‘ Bisision of Inbestigation o

* 3. 8. Brpertment of Justice - T
Bashingtow, B. €.
September 10, 1934 ..

-

N R R N W R

MENORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON

-

AR Pleuse be informed that on August 31st dr. Rex
. 7ACollier appeared at. the office and stated that he had been
.7 . furnished wjth several photographs by the Director to be 4
{ ¢ used: in tomecction with preparing ceftdln cases far iue Salvt
+  Louis Post Dispatch; that he needed immedintely a photograpu
. " of William King Hale, as well as any other photographs avall-:
able.id that file. .o ' ‘

o GERRE K SR

e 4 photograph of Hale, together with 5 -photograph. k.
‘of the house before and after it was blown up, were furnished

to Mr, Colller, and on the followingz day he informed me tust ™ -
the same had been lost. He mace a carelul search at the places
where he had visited, inserted an ad in tne paper, ot wes i
anable to locate taese photograpns. Lowever, I Soand that prior-
to delivering these photographs to iIr. Cocllier, dr. Lester :

_ made twelve copies ol each and since that time I have given Nr. -

¢ Qollier s diplicate set in order that he couid use tae saze in
connect§on with his articles. R

w
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Respectfully,

" ' ﬁEGOI??)m:
. s
o o | INDEX XD
o7 SEPT 4o

N M VY ,amMy

: &)
1<
; ¥ )
TR
Vo

T e e "
. e e o . P

ar




e B T KR A R

ISR TN FERRE A LN IOV TR
- S ﬂ

¢

PO _ E 5. Bepurtment of Justize -
P. 0. Box 1278 -

Oklahoma City, Oklehoma.
February 11, 1935

-

" Director,
~ %% - pivision of Investigation,
U.S. Department of Justlce,

Y " Pennsylvania ivenue at 9th Streef, N.W.,
v {_ S waﬂhln-gton, D. C. ) Lo o .

L 1
AN R L
© "' Dear Sir: Lo
L Please be zdvised that on Febryary 11, 1935 there
-%w appeared ;at this cffice a man who gave his reme as BilJAGriffies
.gnd stated that he is a reporter for the Southweat Amgrican, &
dajily newspaper at Fort smith, Arkansas. ie desired to be
furnished. #{t¥ information relative to the.W. KCHale case, -
" Hale being convicted in connection wiih the killing of some

- Osage Indians a few years ago. I asked him why he desired the

dnta and he atated that he is writing & story which he exnects
any's detective

“will be published in one of the McFadden Comp
" story magazlnes.

e

T

i GBI |+ € 1 TR VR R Y
> iva. T PW

: C k- T‘ ' I, of caurse, intormed this man that he should make
s inquiry of the Divigion with respect to suck mattem.
;"&“}--* - 1 was not Tavorably impressed with the sppeararnce of
?f ! this individual and my recanmendation in the matter, which I of

course realize is gratuitous, {s thet he be not furnished any
information with respect to this or any other case. ‘ i

‘ydurs,

- A&qf ' 7,5(%%@27‘1

DWIGHT BRANTLEY, )

{ff*:_“ _ : : Special Agent in char?q,”/

e : ) BEGORDED
o &

we s s
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‘ Hipision of Infrestigation
' o 3.3 Bepurtment of Juustice

%: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
% February 18, 1935

Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigation,

U.3. Depariment of Justice, ~*

Pennsylvania Avepue at 9th Stroet. N.W.,

Halhington, D. C. R R S

- Re: W, K.OHale - Murder ot
Dear Sir: . e Osage Indians,
* *- Reference is made to’ your felegram of ﬁebruary 15,

1935 in,which you stated the Bureau has advieed Billfafir*ies.

. Hotel Bristol of Oklahoma City, to confer with me with respect
to this case and that I am authorized to discuss the case with
him withol} feferring to individual nemes or any Agunts.

Please be advised that I pravioualy Irote the
" Bureau concerning this individual. Since receipt of your
telegram I have contacted the Hotel Bristol and made inquiry
concerning Griffies, but was informed that he is no longer
registered there,

Very trulyyours,

vmar’mq
Special Agent 1n Chiﬁga.

—— g, .-..-o—-t---“--“" Rndhaisly

: (- ) oS 1
RECORDED & INDEXED (;' BN
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.‘ Po o. BOI 1276 -
QOklahoma City, Oklahamg - .
March 9, 1930

P ot et

Director,

Federal Buresu of Investigatien,

v.S. Department of Justice, =
Pannsylvania Avenue at 9th Street. N.K.,

- lash:lngton. D. Co 3

&

- Dear Sirt. R " Re: W. K. Hele, ot al.
e i, . Murder of Osage Indiavs,
‘ Special Agent Frank S. Smith of this office recently
while in Okemah had occasion to interview Mr, aiker of tae
First National Bank of that city, at which time Mr, Walker
divulged to him that he is a very close friend of W. K. Hals,
pow confined in Leavenworth Penitentiary, serving a 1ife s tenco
for implication in the Osage murder cases, and that he, Mr. o
Walker, is going to aid Hale in securing a pardon from the Dopie-
tentiary; that he and Congresaman Gassaway are going to Wabb.ingtoﬁ.
in the near future anid preaent the matter to the Presideant of the
United States, the Attorney General, and confer with the Bureau
in the interest of securing his freedom. Ha stated that Senators
Gore and Thomas are in esccord vith this move.

- . Very truly yours.

Special Agent Co

/)»._-'; " N _:‘"," ' :';7-"'7'{"""""‘7-1-“-‘-.‘.-'-;-- .
RSO RECORDED « iNDEvED A0 ‘”,“C-i Ve S
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wll &g‘eht' <!.n Okmh Oklnbom he Lag accas* 4 %o ‘int.;r- .
et ¥ K1t m ‘of the 7irat’ ’Intioaal ‘Ba%k ‘of that city, at
$1ns Bre. Welker divulged %0 him that Le i3 s very clossvin.
o.f l. K. “Eals, now co.xfined*in Leuvunworih Penltentiary,
~& sanianca for mylicati.on in the Osage purder ens
e, hﬁ.&r It&tad that he 13 going to ald Bale 1z cecurin,. a ,:z-r:cn
'!nd ‘that he &nd Congressuan Gassaway sre comlug to Tash tagton in
;j,tha near future and present thze matter to the Zresideat of ‘s
- galted’ Sta.‘hsmd the Atto"nes ‘General. Mr. vzlior algd stated

“4n ace.ord vi.th thta AL

Ly

5 ot .» gE "~ -ts.;““. deg
o ¢ !or yoﬁt mfomtlon, 933 this uTesu v:..n.‘gmaa
o ””ﬂ}b caao in, Maich Hale wes the prinnipal offender, _n:'x the foets
. mn; are as follosss  Frow ‘1924 0 1923 ceveral 0.:2e Indiing
died wﬁbr Wious cxmunut.ancg( on the Gsae Indirn Tigervs
= in Oklahoma. * Four [ndians and a shite girl rv:-s tasugat o amve -
2 1“"b«n murdered at the instigation of Wil1liam King (Big Bill) Hale,
""'lontilla referred o as "King of the Gh*g‘, in orier to collect
{asurance snd to make two of Hale's asphers ooie helrs o valuatle -
o1l propertiss of the msurdered Indlans.  Inwsati-itica in this case-
L wap extresaly difficylt due to Hele's power in the comsunity and
‘this foar in which he wes held, which 1 evidenced Ly the fact tant
several withesses committed perjury fn thelr tocticony sud many of
Govomaenf.'c witnesses were istiaidated und threntessd., Hale?s
aflueace was 80 #trong that before he wes fin 1ly rentenced to . o
-erm A t!‘ ho mas tried tom,; timesy trice in the Fedpnl

,_, e ﬂ‘l fih‘- R J'!wA"! N CRR

7:,:““:% S %s“-*» f."’» Q u'""".




R S p ANk EE U gt o SRR i T TR - ST RN SREC vyivas Sy ol TL Y o OYRT (S VUL S Lo S i
R ki T abe N ek T e T8 S e ate R Sl R A, e " g o4 i)»‘ﬂi‘.’?i" O ST R B LY

t . Gourt t Guthric, Oklahosa, cace in e Federal Distriot
Okhhm ci.ty, md onco h ‘the !‘od-ml Distriet Court t.‘h

M Edgar Hoover,
5, _mrootor :
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