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r"’ I Psiumpin sHghtly on light oil produc-ika 30,670, decrease of 245; northern
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S hor b x puris uuh under the {LdLl’uA: ised for ap},\eg]””’ Juad 28 Co* teral’s | 'WARE:’S ‘ “{1 Bhll&h&l‘t

{LNI Wworepiene court todmy raled : decision,” declared Lm.u.d Stute. Dis.! CdSE
Sthut the Juner ecurts were in vr:ur* trict Attorney St. Lewis ggguj(jing-j . :
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=3 Dhits,

le " Fedardl Bullding,

-7  Oxlahoma City, Okla. L
A‘L-"‘ .'1' . . ' _. -. v “
r% "<y PBeoference your wirc ninth concercing stetement Ernest Purkhsrt n

73 0 s : L : oo N - a -
'?213& ' relztive to having been persuszded by his aftorzeye -and Blll Ede-

i22 . .

23 to testify fulgely egsinst Agents this burscu, disire you makrs

24

25 every efrort to heve parties resporsible for givins of vhis 1uiss

26 . _ N o T

277 tostimony prosecuted to fullest extant. One.
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13 w0 f
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15 ') !
16 -
M
f."'-n-.‘._
Sond
‘ \f- - * ] - e g
g; b 1 am sttaching hereto for your fhformation e copy
23 of & telegran which 1 have received from my Agent in Charge
24' _ at vklahoma City which has reference to tne stcry recently
'25 carried in the papers giving the testimony of & man Ty ko
26 hsme of Burkhart to the effect that Agents of tais Bureau
27 kad resorted to third degree methods 1n order to obtaln his
Y T confession. Burkhart repudisted thls statement tne follow-
129 ing dsy and involved other partles as being responsible for
30 his perjured testimony. . i
A S .
',5 1 instracted the Agent in Charge at Oklahoms City
3, tc moke every effort to have the psrties responsible Zor
.,2 glving this perjured testimony prosscuted to the fullest ex-
;5 tent of the law.
'22 1 tnought that you would be interested in the at-
e : tached telexgram waich shows the progress being made.
39 '
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L 43~ cx TY, OKLAHGMA o JUNE 14, 1926, . UuT 0

1 §* 6. - - _ C

17 pimEcrom, | : ‘

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOE, : - N
DEPARTIZERT OF JUSTICR, | . R
WASHINGICN, DeCs . Ce ' | |

INVESTIGATION PAWHUSKA OF PARTIES RESPORSIBLE BURKRAR? GIVING FAL:Z JESTIL.LY
DEVELOPED THA? IT Wa$ FOLLOVERS AND ATTORNEYS OF SALE WHO USED SUGGESTIVE MEANS |
;"IN OBTAINING SAME OS4GE COUNTY WILL HAVS §O FUSDS AVAILABLE UNTIL oTIER JULY MRS
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY PAWHUSKA AT MY BEQUEST 1S GOING 0 GALL GRAND JURY SOON A3
FUNDS AVAILAELE 70 PRESENT CASES OF PARTIES RESPONSIBLE AKD AM ARFANGING OKLAZOL
BAR ASSOGIATION 70 ERAR INFORMATION OBTAINED 45 70 EALE'S ATTORIEYS FRAWTG OFSE
nmzssm AND PERSUADING BURKEAE? 70 BRING CIVIL ACPIOF AGAINST AGEXTS ANy MYSELF

o wn.x. VRITE YOU FULLY

r
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§ Bepartment of Fustice ’ ) )
£ Fureau of Innestigation 12 ansen IO
9 L
A P. 0. Bcx 1535,
i Okishoma City, Oklahoma, ¥
12 June 15th, 1926, _ 1
13 .
14 oo
15 LY s
16 Director, o
17 Bureau of Investisetion, hp?_ y
ig Depurinent of Justice,
;= o veshington, D. C.
I li . — . PERSOYAL AN CONFIDESTIAL _
: 2?‘ Dear Sir: ‘
23 U
24 In re; Osgge Inaian inrder Cases.
gg " Jith reference to the atove matter,.will etate that I nave
27 been at Pawhuska, Oklahoma, almost contimuously eince iLay 23rd
AR as & witness end to assist in the trial of Lrnest Burknart, who
29 iz being tried there in the Stete Courts for his zart in tne mar-
30 der of ¥, E. Smith, his wife &nd servent girl, Burkhert was orly
‘11 chersed with the PurdPr of ¥. E. Smith,
32 7 . . / .
332 The AttOrnestfcr Hule « S, PMTFreelins, J. I. Noward, J. 2.
34 Soringer end . S.vHamilton - resorted tc every conceivable meens
a5 of deceit and unfcunded malicious chorres eseingt &ll cf the Afeats
56 ' to bring about the acquitisl of zrnesi zurikhart, Thelr otject in
AT, doing so of course wes to thersby defest Justice in the Hele cezse,
18 for they well knew thst if Burkiart was convicted, thet he would
13 probedbly testify aguinst Hale ir not only tte V. E. Swuith case but
‘0 the case involving the killing of Henry Reern,
I [}
; In their efforts to succeed in this scheme to b ing abhout t¥ .-
23 seruittel of surkhart, they endeavorcd te exclude from tle Jury
44 the statement which wes feken irom Burkhart by sIec;&l agent Frang
P Smith and myself, also to exciude the testimony Jiven by Burkhart
“'; before the Federal urand Jury &t Guthrie and the stetenents made to
47 Agents John k, Wren and J. A. Sireet while these Agents were with
43 Burkhert in New liexico, El Paso and San antcnio, a3 well s the
49 statement made to lLir. John Leehy, Special Prosecuvor of Hale, Kanmrey
$9 and Burkhart, Assistant County Attorney Jeffries end myscif et
- Arkcnsze Clty, Zanses, just before the Preliminery Hearing cf dale
“;5 T RAIGT, e and xemsSey, held larch 12ih.
-f-.u..)._\- U’\'»ﬂ';':;_J:\'_ - - N e e :"'a{ -
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Varicus witnesses were uged tc subnmit their evidence &3 tc the
exclusion of these statements. imens these wiinesse: were all ol the
Arents, including myself, Lr. Leahy end ir, Jeffries, Uo support the
defense's side, they used Burkhert as & witness, a2 well as Eill hele
and John lamsey, 8ll ©f whom testified to a very ridiculcous stcry that
ve had punished them to sscure the tietecents, BTYTHale eleimin: that
we hed tut & bleck cap over his head end placed him in & chair char ¢
with electricity, threatened him with ceetll ead ciherwise abusel hl:,
in order to get a statement, &8ll of which he resisted end refuiil Tc
do, famsey and pPurkhart had similar stories of lesger degree.

The Court excliuded the statement made by rurkheri to Special igent
Smith and me but submitted the evidence given by Zurkhert to the rederal
Grand Jury at Guthrie in Jenuary end &lso the statement mede te .r. Lealy,
ftzeisteni County Prosecutor Jeffries and myself et irkenses City. The
Court remerked that in excluding the statement made io Specinl igent Smith
£ mreelf, it did not tzke into consideratic:. the sstory icld b Hale,
cemsey &.£ Durkhert es to the punisisient used Uy v, etc,, =s toaote storier
svemed o L& ver, uarcascactle, dbut thnot ibe stotoient thore mice was ntt
<o sidered voluntury £5 the men wes cader ar-est cherred with first loegree
morder and had been tnlen from ravhuska, Okle,., where he was zrrasted,
to Cuthrie, Okla,, erriving there &t midnizit and there told thaot the
tederal Grand Juryr wos in sesslon hearing thne murder cuose against him end

.
&
-G

%? otrers - that the Ccurt considered, under these circumstznces - the stete-
sU ment mode by Zurkiort at thoet time was nct voluniery put thet the other
1 stotemernts, mede before the Federcl Grand Jury and in arienses C.o%y, oire
42 volurtery stoterments and they weuld Te subnitied to the Jrry., Teriot 7
<3 the Jury was recalled and evidence submitted,

44

35 The state proved & conspirecy vetween Hale, Femsey end Burkhert to
46 bring ebout the muirder of these Indicns who werp related to Burkhart's

47 wife and thereby allewing the forture tc cone to 'cily wurkhart (Irnest
48 Zurkhert's wife} and Bill Hele, Ramsey and Frrihurt s=cure the seme, and
49 the Ciate thereby submitted all the evide.ce with reference tu th.e murder
59 of inna Brown, .. 3. Smith, his wife and servant girl, bul dic not oring
o1 in gny evidence with refer¢ace to t.e Iewn Case.

y o During the entire progress of tuls tricl, rnoct Surlleort sascemed 1o
te Yery restless and nervous. The Teputy Sheriffs whe bed eaarge ¢ver him
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steted thet he wes wnsble to sleer. On Tuesiey, the 8th, Burkaart
slirped = ncte out of the Jail by one of the vemuty fleriffs to Mr.
Leahy, but had & grest deal of troudble coemmniceiing with Lr. Leaby,
due to thie fact that- Bill Kele's etiorneys hed gegured e Court Order
preventing enyone from seeinz Burkhert, except his Attcrneys, hls

wife end relatives, 4he ncte recuested L, Leshy to come te ihe

Jeil the nizht of ithe Bth, thet he winld like to see him. . leoar
eppeered at the Jail and Burkhert premptly told him trat he wol irco
end disgusted with endeavoring to gc throcugh-with the lies tha. were
beins sworn to and thet he had been prompted to swesr to and that he
wented to tell the truth, go before the Court, plead gulilty to the
cherge and take his medicine, Lir. Leehy promptly infcrmel hir thet Le
we.s prosecuting hir end would be uncble to advise hir in any wey and
further talk with him zbout the matter; thet he had better get himself
an Attoraey and confer with him for soing belGre itne Jourt to plesad

to first decree rmurder weuld be herd to do end a very serious metiter,
Burkhart told him he would like to gc¢ throush with it enywey and
rromotly informed lr, Leehy that Lo would like for hin to sexi Jor
*Clint loss, a very reputzile and good atiorney at lulse, ir, lcss wss
comrrunicated with and came to Pawhuske on June $th., ifter coulerernce
with his 4Attorney end State's Attorneys, Burkhert ceme into open Court,
announced to the Court thet he wented to discharge his Attorneys,
Freeling, Howard, Heniltorn anl Springer, employ Clint Xoss and to emier
& plea of guilt to the charze he wis being triec upon, .

Pefcre accerting the plea of guilt, the Court acked him £ ..
of (uesticns as tc whether or not he understood whey he was plesding
guilty to and if it wee of his own free will aad accord without any
prorises whatsoever and whether or not the igents of the Depart.ent of
Justice hed used any force in corder to obtain & statement from him,
Burkhart told the court that we had net; thet 211 we did to him was to
talk to him and keer him up ell pight; thet he hed received tre kindest
treatment from us, After s few more questicss, the lrurt accepted
Burkhart's ples of guilt and deferr:zd sentence until June 2lst,

At the time Burkhert plemd guilty, I wes in Oildshema City having
returned to the office after testifying, in order to lock after ciler
mat#era coming wp in the Oklehima City territcry, expeciing, however, to
return to Pawhuske to testify im the rebutial, Upon receiving the infor-
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}5 as to Burkhart's ples of guilt, I immediately wired you and rroceeded to
T e Fawhuske, there %6 et the details es to how surkhart came teo swesr to
A8 tne story he did, his change of heert, etc, I had been informe before ¢
P leaving Oklahoma City {(at the time I wes tecld about Burkhart's rlea) that 1
';1;¢' he had been persusded-by Bill Hale and his attorneys_to change ais state-
= ment and 8wear to the stcries which he did, etec, Upon my arrivel at
22 Fawhusks, I wes immediantely told that Burkhart wanted t0 see me, .0 3¢
23 I had nin broucht to the County Attcragy'c office, Upon firsi & carucice,
24 he was very rmch disturbed and, with fears in his eyes, tola nc ..eT .2
25 hed lied end thet he wes now going to tell the-truths thet he hed consider-
i ed that was elwzys the best ccurse out of anything and thet he woald not
2 only tell the truth in the Smith case but would tell what he hed told us
' 977 in the Hoar case and wculd itestify to any Cours in the Tnited Staves to ;.
}fo ret effect, Ee did not materielly chenge the staetement he had eireedy :
e made us in these ceses but re-affirmed their truth and told me he wanted to
: testify tc it.
12
:3 ie statod thet ne was influenced ito chenge from his truthful stete-
=4 ments to thie lies wrnich he te°t1f1ed to in the lLecring ¢i ale gore end I
35 tie rreliminary of :s&le anc Ramsey in larch by hale'’s Iriends arc his attor-
j36 neys. He stiates thet when he gct upcu the stand at the lale-lansey rrelimi-
g?’i. . nary Hearing in iarch, where he was placed by tre Stafe 1o testify, that he
,qg fully intenced to tell the truth, but when Attcrney hamilton made such an
RE objection to his testimony and re.uezted the Clourt's permission, &nd szcured
<0 scme, to confer with him, thet Hemiliton took him intc the Judge'. hwlars
s and told him if he tectified for the Stzte he would implicate hi. :if,
4 Burkhart stotee thet Humilton did not ask him whot he was Zoinr =@ e’ 7
. t0 buat stoted thet if he testified he would implicete himserf, ai80 thmt the
44 masistrate before whom he was testifying could not offer him imrnity; thet
45 Hamilton thereupon called in Attorney Howard, wmaking the steteuent to Purkhart
6 that Howerd was a better attoraey then he {Hamilton) and thnt Hovard weuld
47 rend the lav to him, PBurkhert cleims that Howerd thereupcrn secured e law
-8 bock and reed the lew to him %o the effect - so 3urkhari stated - that the
49 County Jud~e before whon he-was ‘being tried could nct offer him iumnity end
59 theyr beth slvised him thet he was only Jetting himself in seriows irouble by
51 testifying for the ctate, 4ster quiie an argucent, ther secureld _rnest
52 Burkhart'c promise that he would deley his testimony until next riorning, and
EE they §ll returned o the Couriroom when Attoruney Freeiing sindunced to the
54 Court'that he would like an ad journmeat until tomcrrow, It beiq then sbhout
,;‘ ’ 5:00 5'clock and this move wus granted. Burkhart statec that ei that ti*e
=1 {after he hed talked with Howard and Homilion) his intentions were £wiil e,
Sf but thaet t-et night Lou Oi/p » one of Bill Hale's close, personsal 3_¢LJM.,
S¢ . . PN )\
59 . -(. g / 2
s S N : v : N L Y A
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8180 partner in the cattle business and former esscciste in rany cattle
stesls of Bill Hele's, took him [Burkhart) in an auiomobile from Pawhusika
to ¥airfex and went to 2ill Hale's home, He clained that thet night,befcre
Lou Olier und about twenty of REill Hele's {friends, including uJre, Hale

and her deughter, Willie, he was talked to zlmost ell night and plesd with
to not allow the igents of the Gcvernment and the sttorneys for the Svate
to persuasde him intc testifying; to listén to Afbormey Hamilicn and teke
his edvice, The Attorusys told Burkhort tefore he left for Peirfexy that
they would not come dcwny thet they thoucht it test for them nov to be witi
him in Fairfax, and that Bill Hale's friends vould take cers of [ um.
Burihert.states these people telked tc him eimost el] night, resurning tae
next morning to Pawhuske, Upon their return, Lttorrney Freeling talked o
him and then Attcrney Hanilton ceme in., That e (Hemiltcn) did not ask him
whet he had told us but told him thet 2ill Hale had told them that the
Government sgents had put a bleck cepn over his' hezo anc had set Lin down

in an electric chair, threatened him vwI4h death and ctherwise ebused hir,
and if they hed so treated him {Burktert) thet he should get up end tell it
in Court. In this menner, they went over & greetl ceny things tret Hzlc hed
tcld ther, and then would say to Surknert, sc he states, that if this sume
thing occurred to him, he should so state and if whet we hed +ozzified 4o
ag to the cietements, etc, w:ich he hud made wes not true, thaet e shovlz
deny everrthirg, Attorney Springer ceme in after being couched bty kFreeling
end Humilton for quite a time end told Purkhert that he should nske it as

" Btrong as possible, He states that he ther got on the stand for the

Defense and denied all his Tormer steteuents ani told the lies ebout the
abuse he hzd received which prompted his giving said statements,

Burkhart stetes that during one of the cocaferences ne hnd with cl-
ey Freelinz, Springer end Jross (the Letter, £ purtnor oi Eenilicl, t“a‘ r

wss advised by these attorneﬁé that lLe should oring & suit imuedistely against

the Government Agents for kidnaping him and taking him against his will o
New Lexico and Texas; that they knew, of course, that they could not rescover
any money from such & suit as we zre only employed and peid sclesries by the
Govermment ¢nd hed ncthing, but that the sult would bring sbout ar influence
on public opinion which would be im their favor and asainst tue wvernnent
Agents. Freeling and Grosg - cofter Durxhart vele them, ™Vell, it wes g1l
right if they saw fit"~ stated they wowld drew up tie Jarvers fer Tue sult,
Burklmrt claims that that wos tlie las: he ever heard of such suit, thixt he
algned no papers and hed no furiner talk wiitk them sbout the secume,

1 :
!
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6:-Director.

After receiving this informeticn from Burkhart, I immedietely took
the metter up with County Attorney C, K. Templeton of Pevhuska, and
after going over the matter of Burkhert's statement with reference to
his testimony, etc.,, Mr, Templeton advised me thet, as soon as (Osage
County zecured somg funds, he would cell & Grand Jury and investigate
the A{torneys' part &s we‘l es Bill Hile's friemis* tart with reference
to having Burkhart testily felsely, Osage County £t this tizms is com-
rletely without funds but will have funds avelileble &t the beginnirg ol
the next fiscal year, July lst, end we expest & State Grend . vy to ve
celled shortly thereafter to not only heer evidenge in the cude O Livilg
Burkhart swear falsely, but to hear a case acainst Attormey J. i
Springer for having framed other vitnesses to testify falsely., Attorney
Springer had two witnesses at Tulsa, whom he haed framed through a couple
of City Detectives there, tc come intc Court g% the Burkhert trial and
sweer to same statements thst they were supposed to have heard Bill
uﬁlth mekxe, while they (Bill Smith and others) were &t Henr)  Cramcer's
rench, ebout beins awar with Saitht's wife. This case, in &ll provability,
did nct re.ch the stage where Attorcey S;r’nger cen be kondled criminelly
lisble but ir. John Leahy telle e that he is going to takes trecse fact
btefore tne Cklahows 3teite RBor Lscociation end heve tvhem near :vidence
in reference to distarring Springer.

I an having Agent Zrank Smith prepare & deftailed rejport Ior you in
this connection, includinz the vwhole aifair in deteil, and I will submit
the s.me t¢ you in the near future, In the meantime, I em giving you
this ietter for your information &s to the occurrences in cam.ection wi
these cases,

Tne result of what hewrinss we have slrealy had in Stat
been very gretifying indeed, The State autheorities, fronm
Gererel on dovm, have rendered all the hely %hey possiply ccuid. The
County Attornery and the Sheriif st Pawhuske ere certainly tc de comizndel
for tne m~ood worl: they 4id in these triels, They ailorded us sll th
assistance they possidly ceuld, 1 believe, nocwever, thet the cne min whe
is more responsible thon eny other lor puviing cver thi: succe s of the
presecution in the Stute sourts &1 lawliuil., 1o L. GOnn woLhy. LT.ucahy
i8 onc of the best ettorneys in the otate ol ULliunhc o sl lao e wide remu-
tation not only es oo attorney, vt &3 a splendid chorccter, iz het the
confilence and respect of the people in Ozire County
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18 Public opinion in this stete is entirely with the prosecuticn of '
. © Hale, Rausey and this geng of murcderers, and now 18 the time for ;
T4 us to try the Kenry Roan cese in Federal Court. rrangenents, I '
21 % believe, sre beinz broucht &bout by Unitéd States At'to*'ney Roy St.
22 Lewis and uUpec.cl issistent to the Litorney weueral ziwin 3rownm o
23 bring about prosecuticn in the woen case of Zill Hele and John
24 Ramsey, Lveryone consents to this prosecution in Federal lourt, -
25 except District Judge Jesse Vhorton of Pawnuske, who tried Zurknari. R
26 He claims, I telieve, thet he thinks the matter ¢f the ceses should P
27 be tried in Osage County, inasmuch as Ossge County has received :
R naticn-wide publicity in reference t¢ the crimes committed there by :
29 Hale end his gang and thet he wenis to shew ihe nztion thet these - ._
D] marderers can get & fair and impertiel itriel in Osage Comty. )
31 This County, &t the present fime, is withciut funces 10 have ancther
32 trial and will be until after July lst, The next term of Court et
32 tart place is scheduled tc tele place Sepiember, 1926, Judge whorion
2 clains thuot he Coes not feel it would be right to czll a sueciel term
2 . durirg the sumuer monthe and keep the Jury torctier for twoe or “rree
36 weeks curing the uncomferiatle surmer deys and thereby pleczs it over
4;‘\ Ty until the September term when he fixed Hule's case for trisl,
387 '
39 ’ Everyone concedes that the gererel public in Osege County - L
<0 even the Judge, himself, edrits this -~ wante 40 see the Federal Comrt
a1 get a chance to iry Fale and Hemsey in the Roen cese; first, as i:
32 will be & great ccst to the Couniy and & lorng, drewn-out triel tc e
3 had in Stete Ccurts and will evicently end up in & mis-trial which
a4 will add additional costs for snother; then, sheuld & mis-trial teke
45 place, they think that Hele and aamsey will ep.ear for bené and probe-
A6 atly sccure same,
; 47
18 I will keep you advised.at all times as %o the progress of -
49 these cases, Ly time hes been ao taken up during the prozress of the ‘
LR 39 Burkhert triel thet I have had little time to write you & sumnery
’ s’ 1 report in this matter and then matters were chenging to such an tent
A 52 Ihat it was impossible to give you any definite infcrmotion,
3 52 '
é 54 : \ Tours very truly,
T : _ ,
56 % -—
o 57 ¢ W _
1 5% TBW:W ~ Specia A! in, Charge. - /“] L
" 59 . = i . -
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24 I am trangmitting herewiil a eopy of a
‘25 - comamisation »eceived frox Ament 4n Gherge
26 . L Fhite of the Oklahomm City office of the

RV Bureau, relative to develo~mente in tho .
.t".“,f-'i-:_ SE .t . Ogape Indian marder ¢ases, mare o~rticularly -
7 refarring to tha tri=l of Ernest Surichart.

35 Tary tﬁzly TRITS,

N >

o ORLES
. & TRTUT fpe
'56 V" _MANFD '-..s"w

§T O UN 23 1926 5

——

™ - L e e A R PR LT
T TR T LN T e re e 2] - . P,

sl

et

e w
RS

A

LT

et

A5t e i N T g
‘a&sﬁ:ﬁw.}g‘f ~d i"’:z.” o B
i

.. bR R . T N :
—d . & Pty S W - PNELS S T Y SN



T

.o

—" e it

.f.'_.,_iazpartment' of Justice NE

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

P T AR
e
P
N

» 1
4
OB U AR N

g Lg = M. S sz T ===
s T PRI SPYNON
! ﬂ"'_“} bt pulin-— ot
. +* .n..
- % -
. o

Oklahoma Civy, CEls: . <.

June‘ 24, 1926,
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Formal appuca'cmn made by U. s Aitorney is for v

z‘ , , ) ) - ] LT et hendew .r‘. . - -

21\?‘ S . N .
. , Hale az:d Ramsey to be tm-ned over for ~ederaj_

p'osecut icn "uth.rie woon Stete District Judge Febod
'“26': o st  Pawhuska today and rerulted 1n J’udge Whorter. R
' refusing to do 50. Je"ieve now proyer time to

‘Bsoa. ) o bring these parties to ‘criélyif poséible and ',
b . B - . . - *

25 ' : farther arranzements beinz male to get thenm by-

2 ‘ . . -
O St.louis. Roan cass ir excellent shape.
35 | . o
',36_ L “ * ] ' . ) ' u‘i‘..:‘,,, (}\ . 0!:0‘ ‘hite.
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26 . * I am transmitting berewith & copy of ‘
27, . h a telegram received frou Agemt in Charge’
t“'n- o  White of the Cilahoma City office, dated
é June ¢, 1526, showing dmlopm s in the
0 ' o Osage Indien ceses. , _

ROE S L o Sl
SUTRET S

2 VYary truly yours,
32 : )
24 l
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- THiS cAsE ORiGINATED AT Cklanoma City, CkKla.
. ‘ 3]
2 [' REPORT MADE AT: OATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR wHICH MADK . REPORT MADEBY: {
g '

f Guthrie, Okla, June 22,1926.| 5-21 to 6~22-1926. Fo S. Smith. - l

1
CHARACTER OF CASE;

:
41
,
s

. Defendent Ernest Burkhart's trial, in District Court of Usage

-

g - Ty ) :
K 1 We L.« IALE, JOHN RAMSEY, ERNEST 3URKH:iRT, WTER P 03405 DiiinS. ‘
e 2. BYRCE BURKEADT and KZLSIE MDERISON. '] ;
'3; g _ . - l
3 1s (0. C, File #70=1) ;
£ - - . '{. '
;i, g'{mops:s or FACTS: o o PSS - Ii
g }. g JOINT REPCRT GF ALL AGEIDS A33I57ED 70 OSASE LTFDER 0ASES, s
L s |
|
Y. 1% Courty, started Lay 24, 1926, Based on inforcation that i
- 2\3 attempts were made to bribe veniremen, District-Sudhe Jesss
N Je Wortcn discharced first nanel of S0 veniremsr, and ordered ’

new panel of 100 veniremen, from wilich jury was obtained.
mrial proiressed until June 9, 1926, =t whith time Delendant

EPA LR

2 Ernest Burkhart announced in open court he hag discharged his -
7l daw attorneys and employed Atiormey Flint ioss, and withdrew his ;
o) 3 f{\ plea of mot gullty and entered plea of Gullty to murder of . .
T f 9'% E. Smith. Burkhart told Court his testlmony on witnecs stand 5
¥ . 0 reference to duress by Federzl Agents to obvtiin conlessions, '
1Y was fzlse and no duress wad used anc his confessions were
O voluntory. Burkhert's plea of zuilty accepted and seatsnce
i e will be imposed June 21, 19256, Tesiimony of '/~ K. Hale, Ermes:
2 ER‘ purkhart and Kelsie Morrison given in trial of Ermest Surkzari.
;‘ “is ¢ nrizl of 7. Ko Hale and John Ramser, for awdar 02 7. Ee Si2ith,
i i6;-__ *sat for Sept. 20, 1929, in Disirict Cowrt ol Osage Couxmtiy. Ik~
i ~ tails of attemmt by Burkhsrt's sticraneys o bribe witnesses.
L Z:J"" On June 21lst, defendant Ermest Burkiar{ sexienced to llie
«2 X imorisonment in Oklahoma State Penitentiarys Ir case of 4mna _
. Iy = - .
z 0‘{ Brown murder, Derendant Byron Burknart, on habecs corpuas pro- ,
et ceedin~s, obtained bond of §$25,000., which was made and defendmt }
SR P released. 4gent's Notes. CCITINLZD.
$ 43 . .
- 4 BEFERGICE - is made to report of Agent F. S. Smith, duted lizy 21, 1925 -:a
T s subsequent reports therato. i
ke '
oy 46 N
x 5 DETAILS AT PATHUSKA: . ,,
; ‘; 48 Re, MURDER GF 7. E, SMITH, ° 1
; RS :
A - T z AN '~ T ;i T
E I 2 Erest Durkbart, charged Jolntly with W. K. Hele, Johr Ramsev, 258 Kirby i
L] " -
R . l:;"wvsp‘”n } - \ Q e / 4, MECORDED AND tHDEXEL: !
A RWARDED: € A — = - ,AL}/ . o ,
Eos 5 ) ‘ A e 40& . a.'j_/ - “‘L’fj, JUN 2 S 1124
Pt - b g BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 7 TCMECKED OFF1 :
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{deceased) and Henry Gramner (decessed) wiin thn mzrder of 7. Bs Smlth, ws

rronted meversnce and his trizl was set for Magy 24, 19286, st Drvhuske, "ulle, .
N oin otke Ututs Court of Usage County. Trizl of Ernast Burkair, wo @rns. om
-1l iy 24, 1525. <4 Pomel of 60 veniremen wers drawn.

2

3

4

5 . .

6, . Fale ot ai. #2 Po S, Jrith 6E=2l.26.
7

E

9

13 Based on informetion obtained by Special Agenis of tais Burezu of
14 EHale's influences to bribe this panel of 60 veniremen, on presentation of
15 +these facts by the prossecuticn, the Couwrt lmmediately discharped this Zirst
16 panel and ordered & new rénel of 100 veniremen drawn, from which a Jury was
17 obtsined to try Ernest Burkhart,

. Ths tricl progressed watil June 9th at 10 A.il., at which time Defen-
zshﬁda;t Ernest Burkhart appeared and stated in open Court that he wished to

21 ¥discharce couns:l represextiag nim, consisting of Bawrilion, Springer, Zowerd,
22 Freeling, At al, end advised tha Court that henceforth he would be revresentad
23 by Attormey Flint Mpss; thet he wished to withdraw his plez of not guiity

24 to the murder of /. E. Smith arnd in lieu thereof enter & ples of zuil:, .

25 Before accepting hlS plez of Guilty, Judge Wortonm guestioned Burkbari -..ix

26 reference to the truthfulness of his previous statemsnis mads frox tas Witness
27 gtand to 1ihe ef:’ect that Government Agents Waite and Smith had used force

+*® and dursss iz obtsining confessions from him. Burkhart stated that all

‘249 previous statements made by him oa the witness stand were false snd untrue

30 and that the only cduress used by Agents Thite and Smita wes the fact that

31  they kept him up long hours at nizht and guestionsd him. 3Burkhart further

32 advised the Court that he had not besn promised immunity from prosecutiox

32 for bis partizioetion in the wuxcer of ‘7. E. Smith, Henry Focn, et al, and

34  that £11 his confessions reperdins same wira msde voluntarily. The Court

25  then amnounced thati Defen.ant Burkhart's ples of Guilsy of the murder of

36 W, E, Scith was accevied, and that be wouid impose sentznce on Jume 21,

_;; 11926+ The Court proceedings 1ln the trial of Ernest Burxhart were bhaited.

39 TRESTIONY CF ESXEST TURKEART, Je Ko HLE, AYD XRLSIE

<0 YORRISCET AIVER IX TUE ODLT OF THS STATE CP OKLAFGLL VS ERFRST
il B REART .

42 =

=3 During the trial of Defendznt Ermest Burklart, be testified on uue

;44 witness stand that Speciesl Agent in Charge 7hite and Special Agent Smith
45  gorced from him confessions with reference to the murder of W. E. Smith apd
46 family and Henry Roan, snd used force and duress, keeping hix up at late
47 wmours, spplying eleciricity in the form of an electric -prod pole, placiig
48  revolvers against his body and othser renners of cruelty. that statements
49 were not read by him, but writtem by Agents and @mesented to him and ne

53 goreed to sign them.

51

32 (X11 of the sbove, Defendsnt Ermest Burkhart later stated were

- fglse and untrue)

54 | ’

E ) .

Ik During the trial of Defendant Ernest Surkhart, W. K. Hele testified

?E as a witness in a dramatical manner that Special Agent in Charge #hite and
»  gpaciel Agent Smith used force and duress by plecing him in &n eieciric

3% chair with a black cap over his head, with revolvers at his ribs, w:.ﬂg,/_j/\ </

25 ® 7

. . { A
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6ls K. Hale et al #3 Fo S, Smith 6222
S .
& thre that if be did not sign confessionz he woul. be murdered, stating §
9 +toh 1t they had previously elsctirocuted pals of his in %u: electric }
A crair ey pointed out to him, end that they sniffed the air .. uokel nim 2
+1 he coulf smell burning fiesh, and used ell manners of threats and duarsss to i

12 pet him to sign a confession, which he would not' do. He stated that sy

13 _charged him with the murders of twenty-seven, numnbrating many of them, of which
14 he had never heard, and further charging him wiih a conspiracy with prominent
15 pusiness men of Usage County in the handling of "hot" bonds, stc.; thai he

16 gatoutly denied his guilt at cll times.

13 Ralsie Morrison, charged Jointly with 3yron Burkhart for the murder
£ Anna Brown, testified in the trizl of the State of Oxlanoma vs Ernest
purkhart that bo shot inna Brown in the head while Byron Burkhart held Ler
21"&9 that the gun which he used was furnisaed him by We<kw-Hgele, and she was
g; killed at the instigation of Hale,

24 The Court forced the State, in the abscnce ¢f the Jury, to pr. a3

25 pradf that allegations made by defendant Ernest Burkbart apd Hale's aviorueyss

26 {5 the fact that duress snd coercion had been used in the obtaininff of
confessions regarding the murders of 7. E. Smith, Henry Hoen 2ot al, and

: this pmcaedin\_, consured f£ive days befors twe Jury was permiited to hsir the

'_f.9 direct evidence.

31 Tha Ceurt, after accepting Ernest Burkhart's ples of Guiluy for the
-

33 muder of W. E. Smith, set the cases of the State of (kxlshoma vs W, K. Hale
32 and John Ramsey for the mumer of V. E. Smith Sor irial on Septa. 20, 1326,
;g in the Diastrict Court of Osage County at Povwhuska, (xlzhoma,

3_‘; LT7TMPTED BRIBERY CF WITUESIES I 01 TRI-L CF THE SFATE

"JB - : OF QKLAPCLA VS. FR'EST BIRKHART FOR THS MUPDEE OF Ve E. SHMITH.
39 A TULSA. OFLAFOM '

20

a1 The following statement was obiained from lirs. Johzn leyo, wife of

"42 gom Yayo, an inmate of the Lansing Kznsas Penitentiary and & matericl

3: State and Governament witness in the Osage indlan muider cases.

32 "June 13, 1926, fTulsa.

':f Yy name is llrs. June Layo, the wife of Johm Ilky:. I work

48 at the iUayo Hotel Coffee Shop as waitress. .

49 About the 28th or 25th of April, 1925, near 8 A.l. two men

?? came in the Coffee Shop and sit down. The small mun with a

i mustzche asited me If I was John Mayo's widows I tclda zim f
?3 that I was John liayo's wife. e ticn begsn asking me wien T

Zj got off duly and when I wes not busy, as he wanled to 1Llk

28 tome. I told him I got off late in the afternoon, but if he .
P came bzcx about ten thirty in the morning I would nsi be so .
?é busy. I did not at that time lmow who eithsr of the men wer:. !
5:8’ I esked the small mon who they were and he told me thay — ,-“*!’-
%9 ' Lo
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night. Jotm poi word to ¥r. Smith and Mr. Wurphy and they

5 - 1 B
F . g7 '
5 .
&7y Ko _Fale et al 4 Ts Se Jmith 6E=37-C6. °
7 - f
B represented dale & Ramsey, and the tall mew ith him was
9 Lr. Springeryand ois neme wasg Jeaver. The tzil man, I'vr.
n Springor, said to Veaver not to talk to me there &t 3.2
2l Coffee Shop, bul make 2 dete with me and talik somevhere 1
12 else, Thay both lefti. About 1C C'clock-that same morniny i
13 tha small man, who said bis name was Jeaver, ccme hack. -
14 He started talking to me saying he represented Hale & Ramsey
1g and talized &s though I knew all about the case, but I wcld
16 him I kmew very little about it and 4idn’'t want to Xnow
7 any more about it. He thzan sald "you know you don't want
lg L0 ses ithose people go to the penitentiary, you are not ‘
Qg that hard hearted." I told kim it wos immoterial to me what (
:;ﬁ' happened tc them; that I was not mixed up in tke affelr and :
21 was not going to get mixed up in it, ¥f I coulg Weep from it
Ezz_ Es aased me & an other 2Hoa+1nns’ and said thset I waS their
22 last chance to help save Ramsey snd Hale, z2nd he balieved
24 I could help. I asked him how he {igured I coulc helyp
25 them.  Fe seid that John Meyo made a statement in the E
26 oreliminary trial avout 2 lot of things, some of Vwhich were
27 not true, and we believe you could telk to John and get Lim
PR to chznge his testimony. I tola bhim t¢ go t3l¥k 16 Johu, -
29 and he (.Jeaver) said he zouldn't afford tc and vouldn't
30 be allowed tos. I told him that if he coulén't so, why
31 didn't he send some of his friend:. e 32id for the simmle
32 recscn thzat I would have more baaring on John and John
312 woald wndersiand me beiter thaa arnyine else., 1 commencod
24 to get mad end tcld him to go on 2na lezwe me alome as nis
5 sonversation did not interest me in th: leact. He thenm i
26 wanted to meet me somewhere or taks me out in & c2r znd ixlk
7 to me, szying he would treat me just like he would his .
287 sister or mother.s I t0ld him I &i¢ not want tc talk to f'
-39 him and could do nothing for him, but he said I cowld
=0 szfter I talked to John gsnd for me to see cokn. 1 told hin i
sl I was guing to see John and tell Jokn about “im bein:s hare
el talking to me, arnd Veover said he wanied me to tell Jobhn
“ and that he was to see me and whs*t hic business wag, cond 1747
he, Weaver, wouid be back llondoy 10 =ze¢ me. 1 told him
not t¢ come to see me anymore as I did not want to taulx to
hir again. He szid I wuld want ic talk %o him after I
came back from seeing Johm, as I would understsnd tetter,
snd that he hoped he had not offended me. He then left.
At the time I tola kim I did not xnow anyinhing cbout the
cagse, anu Hoa 2311 I could do tryin. t¢ worr znd mzke o (
living and psy doctor bills, be {7eaver) szid you ne2zd not E
wd,rry about expenses or docter Lilis of any kin., for we
wijfll fix them up 1 necessary. |
The following Saturday ifay 1st, I went to Pawhuska and vold _
John about those twe men. I returned to Tulsa Saturdsy e o
: { w
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‘:mm to Yulsa to see me and prepared to catch Ir, JYeaver
f=)

@wﬁﬁ*%d~ﬁﬁh W SR IR

and Mr. Springer if they came back to see me. Lr,
nor Mr, Springer never came back to see me.

(signed) Mrs. John Mayo."

Statenent obteined from V. P. MeSparren, Midg West Hotel, Tulss,

15 leahoma.

"On or about lMay 18, 1926, Bob*Hyan told me we could mske
$150.00 or $200,00, but never gave me any detsils &s to
now, but told me we wuld both find out in a day or sc.

n the 20th of lay, ve met at Ryan s hotel wherpe. L met Ar,
Biligtt, who told us how and what wo were.tc do. Said a1l
0 Go was sign an affidavit that I'was at Zenry
Grammer's ranch house about 16 miles east of Zonca City
the last part of Jan. 1923 with some friends of mine. That
we drcve into the yard and parked. Wnen ans ther cat drcve
up, there was 8 man and & woman in tuis car, who was 3ill
Smith and Laurs Tuttle. They were drinking snd arzuing
with one another. The woman szid I sec you-ham't got

rid of that sguaw of yours yet. £und if you dont and ~ive

m the money vou nromisad ma T will Rlow v hath +2 haild
e LA~ “-J.‘\JJ J (=9 yAv‘ua.uu\-\. Lo } - LR Lo S ) J\JH“ L ek LR A e e B

3
B\

-

Well on Friday llay 21, 125, Elliott called Tiyan's hitel. I
was there zsnd told us to mest kim in frocnt of the 3liss

R Bullding on third & Main. e met hir in front of the 3liss

buildirg snd he told us nct tc tell znyone where we was
staying thet he would take care ol that, sc we wenil on up to
¥r, Springer's office. As we went into the of ice Zlliott
said Mr. Springer thecse are the boys. e were tcli to sit
down and Springer asked us what we knew, so I told him the

same 8iory as had been icld to me by Elliott. Springer

said very good only for a few ithings they mirnt ask youe.

50 he gave us the descriptions of 3ill Zmith, Lsura Tuizle
anl Eenry Gremmer, telling us that Henry Gramrer wes de:zd,
Lanra Tuiile was gone no one knew where. Ie t0id us it would
be sbout ten days or two weeks before he could use us, and
thm asked where we were staying, and Mr. E11iott szid I know
and can find them anytime. So Springer sa2id he wuld sse us
in Pawhuska in a weck or-so. °

54 P

(slrmed) Wa Do LioSparren.”

Stgtement obtzined from Sobert Byan, Motel Gilemn, .wls , Lklalonuie

- } )
: ““Aﬂoux three weeks ago I was approached by llr. Elliott and

was asked if I wanted to moke some money and I asked nim
how and he said by signing an affidavit that I heard a certain
conversation In January 1925 gt Henry Grammer's ranch. 1 .
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Yo K Hala al #6_‘_ e Se onith 6-?,2—26
asxed him how much and what I had to say. I was 1c =gt .
£150.,00 and wes to say that I wes at -enry Grammeris rosizh tze
last pert of January 1923 and was sitting iz a cer wr2z 3111
Smith whom I was supposed to know vas arguing with some ' l

woman named Laura Tuttle.. She was supposed to say t¢ him

that if he didnt get rid of his sguaw, treat her square,

tbat the money wouldn't do him any good for she would blow
them to hell., I wrote this dovm a2na gave it 1o 3ill lcSparren
Ur. Elliott was to let me Imow when to msat him so he could
take us 10 meet Mr, Springer. So few d-ys later Friday, May ;
2lst he called me at my hotel to meet him in front of the Ny
Bliss Bldg. McSparren & myself met him 2nd wes taken and

introduced to Judge Springer. Springer asked ug.whet we |
knew &bout this and McSparren repeted whzt ws were o say

and he asked me wiat I wos going to say dnd I szaid the same

&s MeSparren so ne gave us the de.scripticn ¢f Smith znd

Grammer end Leure Tuttle and we were resdy 1o leave. B

said bewould see us in Pawhuska in a couple of weéks.

(sigmed) Bob Ryan."

——

Statement obtsired from E. L. Erwin, 0. 9 Xorth Xsnthas Ztreet,

"Ialsa, Ulla. Jume 11, 192¢,
I am erxloyed by the City of Yulsz in the Tolice Dermurtrent .
anyg aiz i the Datective IbnartmenL and am asslg 1ed ith
Detactiva L. -Ho jlllﬁt\. and haove worred witno hi <o %1
since December 1925. Sometime around ths middle of Lay 192
ths exact date 1 have forgotien Elliott ari I arked cur
car in front of or near the -.ex Druo Stcre 398 Z. First Stireet
and were on the side walk and Attorney Sgrlngar come up and
addressing me 2s8ked me if I knew wanere Z“mue .Jeczvsr lived =2rnd
I teld him §{ did nect, but knew a woman thot did and thst zhe
stayed &t the Blossom Hotel on dst and lair sireets. 1 re-
maried gov in the car and we will drive ur thers arnd see.

s wt A . r ﬁv‘n T; -~
Springsr, Elliott and myself got in the car and drsve o

+

W
Blossom sotel. Soringsr, Z1lictt 2nd I st out of the car
and started up the stairs and met ihe womzn whom 1 had

r‘(
e
L

ferred to & .rs. Hightower at the landing of the siens
and introducel her to ir. Springer and told ner .r. 3. A in ey
wanied 10 talk 1o her about Emm jcover. _riarer asiad

3
Mrs., nigitawer Iif she knew wi@re ..r3. DB eaver 1ived o
she said she did not kxnow the nusmier but cculd shcw n;m

B
T en—

the heuses une of us 1 dc not recell possibly i askz. her
1f; she would go ond show us the house gnd she s=id TS, Dul

would not stop as she and rs. Weaver were nut frisndiy. Ur. Y
Springer,lr. B1113tt, lrs. Hightower then pgot in the car and
I drove the car and Mrs. Hichtower %2d us drive to East _ =T

Ny G }"’{, »{ “‘:“ ﬁ Sy = # TN B3 HE . '
-3 sl s ey < o T2 -
' e -u#.ea‘.. R, mq ‘kﬂ s 3““.- s
h T
,. - - —— gt — - - —am, - - -—
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x Hale et ol #7 Fo 2. Smith 62228

Sth Place and pointed cut 1o us 2 house as I recsll ZE1C7
« Oth place as the house that Mrs. Weaver lived in. I

WO D 1 W ke g
N

AT may bhe mistauen as 1o the exuet number, but do recill wis
L1 7 in the 2500 block. e did not stop but drove back to i
12 town and Springer got out at or mear Cincincatti aad 1lst ;
13 or Boston and ict sireets, He said be was going to siop
14 at somg loan c.Zice. Ellioft, Mrs. Hightower and I then
15 drove to thes Blossom Hotel and I'rs. Hightower got cut. ?
16 " Sometine =zs I r2call while we were with Springer that dsy,
L7 Springer remarxed to us that there wes a woman named 1aTo
28 that worited in some Coffee House &nd was laying up with
Doy 'some men and he wanted to get a line on her. ™o oT three
«U days later Elliott and I were dowm town and Eilidtt szid
21 ¥ I want to go up to Springers office and I wernt~with him
22 to Springer's office as I recall on the 3ri floor. =we went
23 in t0 @ room and met Springer and ne took us intoc snother
24 room. e sat down 2nd E1liott assed him if hs Lad been
25 to Joplin and 3Springer said yes and had jukt gotten beck,
26 Elliott asked Wim -something about if ne found the womzn :
27 and Springer said sh® was not there and had never been ;
iR there, and said something about talking with the Chief of f
29 Polices Elliott then said that woen he was’ invesiigating d
30 . the Usope cases thet she wos there ana mentioned something
31 about Capital hill or some hili wiere he ssia he had tzlked '
32 with hers I do not recall the woron's nome deing mexnticned.
32 " Elliott then asked Springer, "Czn ,on use that evidence tiat
24 we were talking about” and Springer said "I huve looied wp
35 . the law and I can," Sprincer said "how long will it take
_35 you 1o get them here". Elliott said "I can seni then to
,‘_n._‘;;v . 7ou in 15 minutes." OSrnrizger sa2id "Dont scnd them coms with ;
48 them,that there were to many Goveramont men arcund. You P
39 come with tHem ené T will know who thsy are. e siarted N
s 10 go and I remarxzed to Soringer, whats the mattar ara't
: ? you feeling well and he saild no, I have becm up all aight.
o Elliott aad i left the office goinr dovwn on the Zlevator
b Elliott remarized, I will meet you down 3t prodons in tine
44 t¢ call in, I left Bllictt im thz lobby of the Bliss
;45 building and I walked down north and stoppsed in front
A6 of Cresses store and met someone and got in a car vparked
17 in front. I sat tnerc for a few minutes, poszidbly 10
_43 or 15 minu e3 and I saw tw men enter the lobty of ths
-59 Bliss buildingz, uvne of whom I hzd vrevicusly seszn and called
33 to the attention of Elllett as %weing no socd. Iaving
? heard 511ictt tell Snringer that s wouid have thex there (
?2 in 15 minutes, that these tw men wvcre likely the parties
52 & that Ellioti had referred t¢ as ootn of them looied
-?57' l‘ uéplelous to me zs they passed, aand I bad rezlized that .
P Springer and Elliott were fisuring on sometaing wrong. L
fg 7hen they talked in tne office and 1 now Tesull that -
. Springer saii to Elliott at the time Ellio%t told him he S
fﬁ; could get them in 15 minutes, Springer rermaried that he had _(iﬁ,, -~
. ol A ,":’ e & . s P ‘;-,éln‘-. -y . . o
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to got to Pawhuska tomorrow ox next day &s tha trial would

start then.

Az I recsll, in .

these two men went 1nto the
After they had passed, possibly in five minutes, I then went

tc Bordons place.
Elliott came in.
we walked out of Bordens.

Lout 30 cr 40 mimutes after
Bliss bullding, they came out.

In 8 few minutes after I goi to Bordems,
Elliott then czlled the Polics station anmd
On account of my sus:;icion of what

I had hetrd Elliott tell Springer &nd the fact of sealng these
two men go into the Bliss Bullding, I thougkt I would fesl

Elliett out and get an expression from him, so I said,
you are going to get yourself in trouble or In a jam fooling
with that crippled hop-headed Se— of &8 S,

=1

gy

e

"Elilots

I wag refarring

to one of the two fellows I had sesen golng into the Bliss build-

ing and coming out, and Elliott remarked,

and I left him under the impression that I did, bowever, I did

not know him.

Elliott said no more.

Elliett and I frequsenily

"Why, o you xXmow him?"

went into the Southern Rooms and Ellioit was very friendly with

the landlady, Mrs. Grace O'Donall,

REPEE VL

After I had seen these two mern go %o the Bliss Building and heand

Elliott's remarks to Springer and had cautioned him &Lou~

in a3 jam, I saw both of these men going into the Southern Iconsz,

I then drew my conclusions that Elliott™wes mixed up with
two men &nd that he and Sprinper wers going to use them in some
wey as witnessos in the Csape trizls.
to Ir. Busller and later ascertained these twe nens'

oI conveyed my suspicions

<hese

nares from

the Secy. of the Waiters Union and I vhoned their nsmed and ioca-
+his

Y hh e

tions to ip.

Smith 8t 'pamhnﬂ'l:'f.‘.

ns he had vearussted
&qu ved

information for him if I coulu.
E. L. ZR./IN, #9 ¥, Xanthus, T™ulss, Okla.

(Zigmned )

LSA, Ckls.

me to 2ot
me 0 Ze

STA'I’Ei‘EHT BY Lo We ELLICTT, CITY IBTECTIVE, T
‘ On June 5, 1926, Agent Smith gusstioned ITr.

Blliott, wvo =atated

thet ho at one time was emnloyed by a private detective apency to

mexe Investipstions of the Osage Irndlar murders;

thet recently

Atty. Springer @pproached he and Ed Zrwin, his partnsr, & stived

that thére was a
wio was In possession of information and lefiers they no, _o:
wanted, and Asked them, Elliott snd Brwxin, if
who could get under Lrs llayo for ths letiers and informatilon;

llrs. lago employsd at the iryo Csfie Shom in Tulss

[

B
Sy

they knew ol any oue

that

ks, Elliott, told Svringsr he would see, and did approach one Plsrce,
the house detective of the llayo Hotel and related to Flerce what

Springer wanted, but thet lafer he, Ellicit, decided that his

superior officer, Vic. Elljs, might not aprrc¥a cf such aciion, and
50 advised Pierce and dropped the matier.

trial, and immediately charged Zrwin with fréming him,

Eilipit flztiy demnied
that he was in &ny manner connected with Sprimger in the szeuri
or framing RByan &nd leSparren ox=rmnxrx to testify in Burkhs

o,

P

Eiliott further advised that curing the .Jar period he wss eimplogyed
as & Special dgent in the Bureaw of Investigetion, Zep.. of Justjee,
and worked out of the kansas

ity office.

Agents Smith and lmurphy visited the premisges of lrs. lrace LR 7L M

“‘zl

. froprietress of the Southera Hotel, Tulsa, wiom it was alleged

: uﬁswmrﬁ:ﬁn{o mRsidE oL

e Fangpiasions of Attornsy Ju M. Sprize

e L 4y

in yre*'iou L

7/
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me tti 1 % é
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K, Hzle et =zl #9 W, S, Smith 6wZZ-25.
obtai‘g false testimony in the Csage Inuizn murder ceces, and irs, i
C'Dorgll in the pesence of Blliott deniea that she had axy knowledue

n  of sudl manipulations,

. Referring to the statements of MMeSparren and Zyan, in addition *berelo,

13 these witnesses both stcted that they were present at the Southern Hotsl

14 =2nd saw Apents Smith and urphy and City Detective Elllott on the premices

15 of the Southern Yotel on or about Jume 5th in conference with the Propristress

16 Mrs. O'Dormell, and further heard igents Swith and Turpty in conference with

17 City Detective . Elliott at the foot of the stairs o2 the Southern Totel

",‘.8 after leaving the premises, and that the following morning therealter thal

;‘gacity Detective “phoned Ryan at the Southern Hotel advisipg him that Goverrment
CAgents were investiizating and things looked dangerous gnd for him and

21 ¥lcSparren to “"get out from tnder it" and for Ryan to-sgaii-anciher rooming

o 2o TR PN 3 . e 5 ™ -
22, bouss and get away from the Southern Hotel; thzat hﬂ, Ryzn, asked Bilictt

23 if they, Dyan and leSperren, should leave town or whether or nct euch man
24 should lookx after himsslf individuslly, axnd that Ellioit suggssied .11 clon
25 m2n look after himself, but for him, Ryan, tc be sure and aove his roooiag
26 7place; thsat Hyarn immedistely thereafter moved to the” Glennm Hotel, where ha
27 was later locsted and interviewed by Agents Snith and Murphy.

YR

29 Both witnesses, lcSparren and Zycn, stated ¥hat at their conf:rences
30 with Attorney Springesr In the Bliss Building in Tulss in company with

2B \'1+n' Detective Elliott, that Attoraney qﬁ?‘ inger suggested to Zliilott the

32 matter of placing th@se witnesses under Drocess and their aveilzbility as
12 witnesses 2% Pawhuska; that lir., Elliott siz2ted he could serve them bimselfl,
24 Dbut Atisrney Soringer dic not cpprove of tals and suggesied that in liew

‘25 thereof, he would have them served cfficially by & Deruty Sheriff so 1.3t
36 the service would be regfular.

PV

38”7 Witnesses Eyan and WcSparren bot: stated i. Agents Smith ond iharphy
‘39  that in their interview v th Attormey Springer aand Ellioci{t in Springer's

=0 office iIn the Bliss building on May 21, that Attorney Springer stzted ic

51 them that their testimony was all rmht with the exception ¢f a few voints
4¢ aid edvised them that the State of Cklahoxa in the trial of the Usags ".rizr
33 cases at Pawhuska would have high powered attorneys, and when cSporre..

44 and Ryan were placed on the witness stand tc testify, these lowyers would

43 cross them up and ask them many points wiih refererce to their kmowledze of
46 W, E, Smith, Henry Grammer and others; that they should be acquainied witk
47 the descriptlon of these pecple in order tnzt they could properly answer

48 guestions propounded to them, and thnreafter Mr, Springer gzve esch orT them,
49 Tiyan and lcSparren, =z full description of V. E. Smith, Henry Granmer,

Laura Zuttle esnd the location of Henry Grommer's rancin.

Witnesses McSparren and Ryan both stated to Apents Smitk ond Irphe !
that ither of them knew Henry Grammer, w. E. Smith or Leurs Tuttle, 0T,
did eigheriof them know the location of Henry Gremmer's ranch an d n2ve

and had n=ver
heard such perscns before. "

SHCATIONS OF VITHESSES MCSPARREN, RYAN AND ERWIN.

6 7o P, McSparren, E.Iidsﬂest Hotel, Tulsa, Cklshomas /-
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-'! K. Hale et al ilo e Se Smith 52226,
' g (ngert Ryan, Glenn Iotel, Tulse, Cklsho.a, . )
? - I*.‘. L. Erwin, now at #aco, Texts, street adiress in Lanis ‘
T £ Agent in Charge White. _ i
13 4T PATHTSHKAS
14
ig . On June 1lst, complaint war filed bsfore Justice of the Pease Crozier
.+ by County Attorney Templeton of Osage County charging Ed. C. Snyder ant
.. Charlie Johmson with sttempting to run witnesses in the Usage Indian murder
;“g cases out of the jurisdiction of the State Court. This wmomplaint was based
*4 on information obttzined by Apentx of this Buresu from the following witnesses.

wDefendants were arraigned and placed under bond in the sum of $5000. ezch, whick

\.
311, was furnished and defendzants releasad vending prelmmary Gearing.

;2 ST O MATT 1 ILL IS

" -

‘32 Witness Matt 1, Williams stated to dgents thet he lnd been aporoached
- by Charlie Wohnson {who i1s a character of the wnderworld of Usage
:‘R_ County, & well known bootlegger and manufsciurer end under

gr charges now pending by both the State and Federal Govermment) — -7
30 “and by Johnson taken to the office of Ed c:fsgyder in the Citizen's
31 - Fational Bank Building, a former cattlieman and 8 close personzl

12 friend of 7. ¥X. Bale, and by Snyder enticed anc induced tc leave

33 the State and go into Hexico in the car of CJharlie Johnson's

3 where he could not be reached or molested, and that he wouid Le

25 pzid & sum of §2000. mot to appear in the tricl of the Csage
z * Irdizn murder cases acainst . L. Izle et &l.

36
i Tl
“yg- STATEMITD OF FRED JILL I3 PATHOSKA :
33 : L
10 Fred Williams, a respectable citizen of Usage Countyand a
':1 : brother of Matt M, Williame, ststed that he was approached
,;2' by Ed C. Snyder and the County Assessor o7 Osage vouniy and
e 3 by them was reguested to use his influence to keep ot i,
44 Willioms from testifying in the cases of the Stase of Cklatonw
45 vs We Ke Hale et al for the murder of Oszge Indians.
44 .
g7 STATEMEIT OF JalK COFFEY AND ED CIEVINE, PaYHUSIA S
43 . -
49 Jack Coffey and Ed Clevine both Deputy Sheriffs of (sage
53 County stated they are now operating 2 pocl hall in rawnhuske
51 in the 100 block on lain Street, tnat they saw Jharlie Johnsox
59 approach Matt §illiams in tris pool hsll &nd hold @ tcnver- _f
5 sation with him and later ssw Johnson lcave witn Williams.
54 Thit later they heard Charlie Johnscn remark "nzt 1f thks
pee lGorernment Agents treated him as ithsy had trezted Lty Willlaxe,
5¢€ that there would be hell." L
53 STATEN T OF YR. QUISLEY, FAIRFAX, OXLA: g /, -rra /(/ _
ta " ' T -
a7 - fe
1) ’t,;.‘;:.& Mxs Quigley stated that he saw Charlie Jobnson in a conference )
'6'}.«?3" AN ‘ R St B e e s N B ARy ryee um;_kw N ”_;
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WA al #11 P. Se Smith 6m22=26,
e
9 with latt . Williams and latsr saw Johnson take Izt+
n . /illisms to the office of Ed C. Snyder in the Titlzen's
al Nationsl Bank ouilding,as previously stated. i :
L2 "
. ' v
13 Detailed developments of the manipuiations of Attormeys representing ‘
14 Ernest Burkhart, W. X. Hale et al, and the corrupting of witnesses has been 1
15 1aid befure the County Attorney of Osage County, Oklahoma, axd T. J. _
12 Leahy, Special Prosecutcr in the CUsage Indian Ifurder cases, ond uovermnent
L Aponts are assured by County Attorney Temnleton that 2 Specizl Grand Jury |
;--'-8 will be called at the earliest possible date to investigate such mat‘ers, ]
i ﬁulso Special Prosecutor T. J. Leahy advises tikat vigorous prosecution will f‘
& - follow develorments therefrpm.
22 Re. MUEDER OF W. E. SNITH,
23 ‘ .
24 On June 21, 1926, defendant Ernest 3Burkhirt was brought 3siorc o
25 District Judge Jesse J, Wortom and given & sentence of 1ife impriscmmeas "
in the Cklahoma State Penitentiary for the murder of 7. E. Smith. !
;;“- : Re. MUZDER OF ANNA BRGWN.
7? On lay 21, 1926, Attorneys for defendant Byrom Burkbaxt in a Zzdezs ;
3‘ corpus proceeding before the District Judge of Usage Couniy at Pavhusks -
= : n bpresentation of evidence, oblalned bonc for deferdant Byron Burkhart in !
3- the sue of 525,000, On liay 27th this bond wes made and defencant relazsed
;g penalng his trizl. ;
26 AG SI?TS' I mgq:
.‘m_, =
287 Defen.ant Ernest Burkhart since eunterins his ples of guilty to tks L
39 murder of . E. Smith has discussed freely with igents 7hite and Smith the ;
“:0 .manipuletions of his attcrneys asnd others in causing him to regpudilate
‘ jl his orizinal confession to the Govermment in the Smiln znd Zoan cases, and
"g further states that the case st led "Ernest 3urkhart vz T, I. White, .. S.
; Smith, John K. rem, J. A. Street, Zdwin Browm, 4. V. Comstock" for é=.asges
g in the sum of 260,000. filed in Osage County on ar 17, 1925, wes erromeous
'} and was filed at the sugpestions of his Attorneys &t that time, ¥omilton,
!“_6, Soringer, Howsrd, rsreecling et &al. Ernest surkhart further states thit ne was
:8 advised by Attorneys Howard, Springer et 2zl tc file this sult in the interest
49 of defezting the crimipal case filed against him ir Csage Couniy. ;
:’O Lfter further conference with Ermmest Burlthart, detzciled stitsiménits
’2 will obtained from hin of ths manipuistions of hiz Lttermeys in ciusing
'_5 him tdf repudicte his originsl confession znd th> linc of perfured tecilmcny
:J khat wap induced to swear to. Whe rezson thit this nts n.i been don
:' here oral is ¢ue tc the fact that Apents anticiypate thzot 2ll defeniint
'f-é invwl nerein will be trznsferred intc th2 jurisdiction of ths Gcvernment, ¢
f.’_ at which time there will be & better opportunity to get all matters 2learly P
.. in hand. - !
S5 @ . . f/“ { /
59 con Da < T '
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For you.r further inforc tion in connac-

. - tlon with tha case 0f 4. K. BALE ‘eud otoers ~ Zanier
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9 Bureau nf Juvestigation VA
A P. 0. Box 1535, T i
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G SO Director, deoaw o
" C Buresu of Investigation, .

271 % Department of Justite, ADTENTHON #2400 cunvm: - R
22 Vashington, D. C. : : Lo P
23 . L e T
24 Dezr 3Sir: In Re: Osgoe Indian Tfurder Sases. ’
25 -

26 ~ The former crooked attorneys of~ Zrrest Zuritchart are
27 circulating the story that BrnestdBurkhart is crazy, clalining that
gl he was shell-shocked and gassed during his overseos service irn the
‘29 late Var, and thzt he is not, therefcre, r95n0351ble for what ne
=0 says ond does. They further have made nublic in th neweTapers

11 nere thut they nhad an z2lienist looking him over w;Llu he was being

32 tried and are convinced thst ne is c¢razy. Tunerefore, in order =0

2 refute ony such move thut theze crcoked lowrers may make in anv of

34 “the subsequent trials of ale and XRomsey, where Buriciart will orob-
35 , 2bly te used g¢s o witness, I would like to jet ¥arkhart's zedizal
3 certificate znd service record at the time ¢ nis discherpe at Camp
47 L Munston, Monsas Jaly 9, 1919. His full nane is Erzesi 3. 2urchsart
387 ' end nis serial number was 3510757, I Lzve £ copy of hic discharse,
39 wnich 1s a nmoncrstle one, and which zives Gbriefly thot ris whysicel
KR condition was food nd Lriefly sives his servics

2y record, but it is & g32 it is irtended to Le

4 used.
K

44 Tnese crooked attorners formerly rerresenting durxhart,
45 in order to jet out irom under the nudblicity iven the. and wuablic
46 sentinent against them for thelir purt in frasias Jurikners tc teil a
47 great nueiver of lies in his triel recentlr -¢ld ot DPofusain, o072

48 given ail kinds of ridiculous lies to the »arers in Oklzhona Civy

29 witn refereace to Durdhert's Ansauity. Onc story was carried Tn e
'50 Oilanona Ilews to the effect that Lariliart wos cover Tree to 2ot =nd
51 state volwrtarily ot Tewhusika, Jduc to the fogt thnot ne rus 34 tontl
52 under thne ruard of officers, thus io, lvins thot we Dol LLl0n covantare
51 ofan insane .an Lo et nln to witadraw nis nlea 28 tir oili- zd

54 plead mailty, end discharce nis attorneys. L& o motter of fzot the .
e i ¢
56 '
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Diractor - Pase F2. . ‘

attorneys for the defense, vefore they started in wizii tne tricl of
Ernest surkhart, had the District Judge to issue an ordcr allewing
no one to see him except his attorneys and immediate mebers of ais
family and this court order was adlered to stristly. Zarkhart states
that he found thzot this was one of the biggest barriers in kis wvay

to et word to someone outside of nis attorneys as to what he really
wanted to do.

L R N e

ﬁ'?(D-JG\U|&-hJ51H >

P

21 ¥ - Tekimz stock of what trgnspired udFlL? the trigi of
qq‘ Ernest 3urkhart at Favhuska, and from what I unﬁerstan taese crociked
T &

‘1
th
f

attorneys are deing =t the present time, tpev are ~oin: to nars I
ur ot the time of the trigl of Hale ond Jausey at Fawhusig, wihiznh

-

l']

imaginable. Tor instance, I understand they-have #n ex-bani ratover by
the nawe of Rsary Cornett, now doing 35 years in tine Oxizhous State
Penitentiary at McAlestor for bank robvbery, and who formerly preteni-
ed to give us some informstion in comnnection with thsse Dsage ourders,
to swear that Roy Bunch had Henry Roan kiiled. I anm %=v<nr “nis story,
28 well as the many otners, investicated and Sypecial Agent 3xith, to-
wether with Attorney Gener:z George Short, is going to "leilester Sricom
soon to Iinterview Zornell a‘d get from him, i1If possidle, 2 trutrifal
story as to wao nroposed thzt he swoor to ureze Lies in cort g I
believe thzt we will be able to Tet & trathfal siatessnt cat (0 nim,
"As z matter of fact ne has told us many ti_zs that ha imew noching
whatever about these {sage murders »at thought, due to his wide agm
quaintance in the Osage County, thit he could probably give us some
information. . All of these statements, of course, were made before
these crooked cttorneys got nold of him. 3oms of the astempts of
these attorneys to have people perjure themselves have been inves=-
tigated and a rervort from 3pecial Agent Frani Saith sets forth the
same and is being mailed you today.

&

=4
-

-y

-

The County 4 as I have previously
is ecalling a special Grand Pawhuska in crder to endeavor to
indict those imnlicated and disbaruent nroceedings sre reing srranged
for by the state prosecutors. ./hen sither Hale or Ramsey g0 to trial
at Pawnuska on Jeptember ~0tn of this yesr, I expect there will be
lined up all kiads of pergured testimony. “'e will, however, do our
est to mee{ the same, if you zuthorize our cumatinuance for the state
prosecution, whicz I sincerely trust you will do., I wouid 1ixe, how=-
ever, to see the cases tried in Federal Crurt first, where we can try
and\'be almost certain of conviction for both Ea :

-
ol b 211 PRV il
~

ay 7 us
3urkhart and Matt VWillisms as witnessesg ‘Y8 hove been unable thus far
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13

14 to get these prisoners away from the Jurisdiction of Distriet Judre

b Thorten at Pawauska. As I telegrsrhed you, District T. 3. Attcrney

16 " Roy St. Lewis made a formal gpplication for Hale and Zzmsey on June

L7 24tn and the epplication was denied, Judge Vnorten stating that he

48 would admit everything that the State and Govermment said in support
gTQ AV of thsir application, but still he thought that the delerdant: should
0 be protected and not given any injustice by belmng hauled around from
21 % one Sourt to the otker. thus implyins that tis Govarnment of the

22 Tnited States was going to deal then an injustice and the 3tat: of

23 Oklahoma had to protect trem. In thls stand Judce Thorten stands

24 alone, Tor all of the state mrosecutors arc cesirous oF sesiny Hazle
25 und Ramsey taken over by the Government and tried,.as well &s L Zroc.
26 majority of the people in QOsage County. A mamisr of delegations of
27 these citizens have called on Judge Jrortern in order to try ani per-
PR suade him to turn Hale and Ramsey over to the Governmwent for trizl,
'29 which can be had at Guthrie at any time. Ta®sc citizens believe, so
30 they state, that Fale aznd Ramsey carn be tried quickly end fairly in

31 Federal Court at Guthrie, or the 7astern District of Oxlzghoma, They
32 state on the other hand that it will cost the County from 55,000.00

32 " to $10,C00.00 to try them and it will be & st izmossible 10 Tet a
34 Juryg. The case will be driczed throush the Jourts for years ari per-
3 jured testimony sulbmitted to the 3tate Courts and tae final result

36 will be that nothing will be gained except dzlays, all of which are
g?; .. Ybemeficisl to the defendants.

-3

39 -+ Everyone is alarmed as to what nay ha:psn to Lurxhart.
<0 7ith him away and silenced, Hale would have a much easier time in the
e trial of his case, especlally the Henry Roau case, z2nd we think that
" 42 it is likely that they will endeaver to kill Rurkhart. Of coirze,

~ every precaution is being taken to prevent such a step, but tzers Lri
:44 many ways that this could be done, for friends of Ramsey and F:le

45 ¢ould probably slip poison to him throwh his Indian wife, who is an
36 ignorant, unsuspecting Indisn and she often takss him food to the jail
17 at Pawhuska.

48

49 I za really very muchk alarmea 2t tie dsilay in e trial
50 of Hale and Ramsey in the Roan case, but I se¢ notniny elss thet zan
51 be donme at the preszat time, unless you can ~aVe SqE Grranitiants ;33€
52 by which 7. 5. Attorney 3t. Lewis can legally toke Hale ond Rray awaj
51 fro¢ the state. In doing this there will be uno friction betwss: the
54 state prosecutors and the Govermmert, for they are &ll in secora and |
oS tha‘only objector is Judge “norten end Hale and Remse]'s 2ttorisys. L
L ;o <
5¢ e
59
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I am expecting to nave another conference
with U. 3. Attorney St. Lewis today and we will continus our
efforts to get tanem and bring them to trisl. I will notify
you from time to time &5 to the progress of the same.

-

Very truly yours,<=—“~

T8V:B, T Spec*aé fﬁ

té§14>£>¢c/

in Charge.
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: . Bepartment of Justice
g Bureau of Innestination
n P. 0. Box 1E35,
‘ C e e ~t e e
1 Oxlzhoma ._,J-.t‘y, Cildanoma, JUL 9- 328 l
12 ' e -y
13 July 3, 1926, s e~ L
v ) L_.,,ﬁ SCL .
15 | !
16 * lr. J. . Hoover, Director, : ‘
L7 Bwreau of Investigation, : _ 1
=8 , Department of Justice, C - et r
.?’h Yasaington, D. C. - o }
<0 -' : : IF R e “‘g _,.' v
21 ¥ Dear Ir. Hoover: Hi50hAL & COYRIDR-Al
22 . :
23 Unon meeting ¥, Luhring yésterday I learned frow
24 him how near you came t0 maXing tne trip to (rlanhomi Jity it S
25 him and hov your business at the eleventh nour would not Jernit }
26 you to maxe tha trip. I was «eenly disavpointed in your not set-
27 ting to come to Oklanoma for I would lile very muer i hive yoa
VR- L see the situstion here first-nand, beczuse it is imsossible to [
29 picture the matter on paper or have ths altlru-thIl exyvaizined 10 .
30 you, I am in nopes that luter on you will ve lle to coze Gown
31 t0 se& us znd loox tite situation over in Olcl:-.no.‘.;- for yoursell.
32
52 3ince !r. Luhring hoes beenl nere, W& LLVe wll Lesw
2 devisin: pluns tc =et Hzle anmu mssy in Tederal custog)y & ain
2 . ior srosecation wnd I velieve tnot ve will te sils o et voen g
3 by Mestay anyway. a8 I oave inrorced you wetors, everyone 1s '
i_“-" o _ willing that they be plsced in Feder:l "".J.“t.?dy and nrosscuted in N
38 Federal Jourt excent tne Judge at Fawmaske Lund 1t 1s oy undsr- ‘
19 sterdin; that e is wealtening considerzbvly. lany delejstions of ;
A citizons, so I understand, from Fairfux, I"-J\h'lu. 1E., SNd cther solnts
sl in Osage County have called on the Judce at Pxvausim ong explained
:42 10 him their wisanes in the matter thut tidls case saould te nri o- o .
- cuted in tne releral Jourt, thus relieving the lJounty ©f the s ' S
;44 pense &nd thereby coming nezrer getting & comviction., Very fevw,
15 if any, believe that we can ever bte uble 6 et 2 jury in Osa’e
46 Jounty to try these parties wnd, if they are tried in the 3tate
47 Jourts in Os2ze County, trickeries =ud 211 methods ol Geceit iil
48 be rescrted to and attempts mode to bribe und nive perjury com-
‘_‘? rmitted, &8s soon =5 we are able “to . et ’ele &nd Jmasey in Cusiody,
?? I will irv.ediately wire you wccordingly.
?2 . Trusting thot you may soon we &ble to come dovn nnd [ 3'
e 1tn rmuch nersonzl regurds, [ &m '
55 ; Very truly yours, N '
- - J e '
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Der Mr. White: -

I recelved your leticr of tidrd inetant el t.v9
to the lateat dcveIOpmnts in t.he Osa.gg Indioca mudesr Cetivle

1 nad ndped te bo ‘able to mompany asistent it R
tomey Goneral Lunhring ¢0 Oklshoma when he left, boy owlygyg IR
40 the feot that we were Just o}.osins 4p the fiscal year e
tucre werd & number of very Importeut matiers pending in
cormection with the sllotments of owr ojproprizticn, ol o
could =ot see my wey clasr to lervo ¥aeon mgtan. Ien
p).:wni:v , however, ver; sirtlr to staori out on @ fnc .-

on trin of all the <ield ofiioes anld .i‘.::':‘.;:; troogeors. oo
: ma same I hope t0 L3 able to visli Lrliii.zs.

o (ve ure all vatching with conzidersble imierest the - .
pmgreu being made in thosa rurder cases and certeiply hope - &
thot we will de sble to. obtuin cenvictions in the fodoral Co gé
“gourt sgainst thess individuels as it vould have & mo st +
‘galutkry sffect upon tie advarsement of lav snforcerwnt in
Oxlshoma end would certainly ralee the vrestige of cur oov-
vice in tnmt soction of the country. : R

gf‘:. :2 Vith expression of wy best rogerds, 1 romeln
. a9
i : 8 Sincerely yours,
¥ .
Y
. 'é 49 . - .
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Fon. J. Edecr Tloove
Bureau of Invesiira
Davarinent of Justl
Vashington, D. C.

Uy dear l'r. iloover:

Usace murder casaes,
thereto.

July 26th and as yo-.

vkichoma and be here at the trial, I taie thais
remind you of the € anw urge yeu to ccme.

youw here, bual, fr:nklv, I thin thut yoo ove it
oo ool tiin Tureata, vho o aave worked 52 .4ard and
tfis cose with us, te be hore cxd Yo _erzoasliy
solendid wori thet they have done. Uity s 2l
‘und I acrure you that they will be ereutly disa
do not come.

of the
I am,

higa recard

B3/,

Jeference is
States vs John Tamssy and

i

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Guthrie, OKlshoms.
July 10, 19I5,
Pa U .Box \51:‘5-

r, Director,
tion,
ca,

Yale,
ietters

7illiam :l.
and tc my former

Judre Cotteral

set Lhe trial of
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ADDRESS REPLY TD i‘ 2 : - t :
.'f% DIRECTOR, BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION . ‘ £
6 ’ INITIALS AND HUMBER o~ - "
7 Aepariment of Fustice
VWH P
g ~Buremu of Inurstigation ’
n _ LWashingtor, 2. &, '
o 1
12 i
13 July 14th, 1926. -
14
15 ;
16 i
MEMORANDTN FOR MR. J. GAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR: 3
t

¢ =R Pl el +

Endeavoring to comply with the request of Special Lgent

. ¥Vhite as contained in his telegram of the 13th inst., attached, rele-

tive to checking the tax limsbility of BILL HALE, under incdictzznt fex ., z
mirder at Oklaehome, I got in touch with }r. Mshoney of the Tizlid S
Procedure Section, Internal Reverue Uni%t, dnd was advised by him that
thelr files contain no record of the request sent in by Income Tax
Agent Lynch as described by Agent thite. I was further advised that

the record disclosed thet an examination had been made of Hale's tax
liebility for the years 1922 and 1923, and thet 1t would recuire a
letter from the Commissioner of Internal Zeverue to Hale before & secoml
examination could be made in accordence with Section 1105 of the
Internal Heveme Act of 1926. IMr. Yshoney sugrested that our Agemt

at Oklahome have Agent Lynch comrmnlcate with his Supervising fLoent

at St. Touis, Missouri, amd request that ¢ telesgram be immedictely
dispatched to the Deputy Commissioner of tre Internzl Revenue Suresu
requesting suthority to reinvestigate the Income Tax liabllity of
WiLliam X. Eale for whatever years have already been covered by an
investigation. 1. lahoney stated that immediately upon receizt of
this wire the proyrer letter would be prepared and Immedistely semt

to Hale.

‘.
*.
¥
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3 H1S CASE ORIGINATED AT Cklahona City, Okla. :
B!EPOET MADE A’ DATE WHEN MADE: *ERIOD FOR WHICH MADE.: : REPORT MADEBY: "
- ' ¥
gnﬁhshi ton, weld 7=12-20 7-10~12-%0 Pe ¢o Llizrn *‘
Jhrum o . ] CHARACTER OF CASE: } -
112 — Osege Tndian 1ziiter.
i1 = ™ PO < a .
13 fﬁR} T G. SURCKIAR urder on 2ovi.Reservadiorn, -
14 " , i
) ] - s ,
16 ) . ﬁ\ﬁ, R ?
SYNOPSIS oF FACTS: . :
18 . The records of the Adjutent Zenerslts of”ice, 1
S Qs Var Dept., show that Subjlect enlisted in the U.S. "
;%ﬂff-' -Arny et Pawnuskie, Okla., on Juie 27, 1918, ard was I
21 % honorebly &rfcharged on July 9 919¢,at Camp ~nston, ?

A-,

$rla. This elaln was forvarled from FLlTlE:, <
scord the Veterans'! Surezu at Vashingtea has of
gbo above rccords, hos no medlical record.

e

)

uer
ol
[
L

Subject ~ave his glirecs, also that of his wi’o loilie

gsurukharat 83 Gvejnorse Qklahens.

N, o o - A

erevrel JECK 1o

of{ice of oni-in,

Sk

22 Kansas, ac Cook, Company 4, SGth -rTfantry; character !
23 _ _e"ﬂeilent. On Dec. 29, 1924,  Subject auDlleQ e v
24 the Vetersns' Bureau for disebility comnensaticw s
25 "LJH £Q¢, vnlch wes forwsxiel U2 the Hegionzl L‘fL;e %g 2
26 . et Oklghoma City, Ckla. This claim wes forwarded : ‘§_
27 - from Valrfax, Ckla., anl is <he lest record the '
7. Veterens! Iureau at Vashlington hzs of Suoject, vro, e
rad according to sbove recorus, has po medical rec-“: .
30 | fg)
31 Referred baclk to oflice 27 oric-in, ’
3 D.n_l --‘-:: -
34 Poeference 1¢ uede i A0 celz o uo verbel dosiio io0oz Apv'Fa
aged Trom Thve T, Tuuciman, of Ghe Lurent, Yoot LU Areal 1 0 i edidd
360 Tlouttiov, o et Lutlestls lewicel 20l po ool rewor] Siom fne s t
10ept.
TR : Tre rezorws ox the Adjubzrt Zererel'c olficeo, War Dert.,
j3ghow tha* Subjcet enlisted in the uounnrﬂj at PFewnuskxie, Qliln,, June
4ot®1Y, and was honorably discharged July 9,1919, ¢t Cemp Functon,unsas,
138 Cook, Compary A, 54th Infantry; charvacter exccilent, On D c.cw,lﬁzf'
‘_g}mq;met aprlied tc vhie Teverans' Duresu Tor disabili 1DenssLion
L3ftona0s, whicl was Torerded to the Do ionsl i “ice i T
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MRHCRANDUX POR MR. ERCKNAN

_ I am fn receipt of a communication
from Agent in Charge Fhite of the Bureaun's
(clahoma City office to the offect thst
EBurt Lawson iz not to de returred to
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™IS CASE ORIGINATED AT Oklahoma City, Okla, “—-—"’ff "“,/\‘ ;
7 FPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: ] FERIOD FOR W HICH MADE f REPORT MADEBY:
-‘lg Guthri‘ Oxla, Porl 3= 26 Js-.zr.% to 7+10e26 6| F. 5. Sxith. {

T -2 - CHARACTER OF CASE: Ce Tl
bl . 1
12 W¥. EAHALE, JOHN RAMSEY, ERNEST BURKHART, YURDER GF GSg3E I"’DIAE’S.i

13 BYRON BURKHART and KELSIE MORRISON. '

e % (0.C. File #70-1) {
BGNOPSIS or FACTS: _ L2 SO0 5~

b1 - o ?»
;‘fnr < JOINT REPORT OF ALL AGENTS ASSIGNED TC OSAGE MURDER CA b
' oot !
;13 Habeas Corpus issued by Pederal Judge Cotteral -for '
23 - custody of defendants Hale and Ramsey. Defendants

23; taken Inte custody by United States larshal and :
.24' trensferred to Guthrie. Motlon filed by defendant:
25 attorneys to quash indictment alleging 1rregular:lt¢ea I
26 in Grand Jury when indiciment returned. Haaring .
29 set on motion for July 10th. Moticn overruled by i
SR Judge Cotteral, defendants arrsigned and entered T
97 rlea of not gullty. Trial set for July 25th, 1926. -
31

3’J%B.»‘?'EFtEIﬁrCE - is made to all previous reports under the sbove cajticn.

34
35 .
36
S RN
a8 ) ) -
39 e H e O H:ETR HOAX.
¢
* On July 3rd Hon. John H. Cottersl, Federal Juige, for the
Oy tern District of Oklchoma issued a habess corpus directing the Sherife o
Spage County to turn defendants Hale and Ramsey over to the United St&tu:,
darshal for transfer to the Western District of Oklahoma., On July 4th, tke
.thited States Marshal was glven custody of these defendants and in commany with

g;gnuty United States Marshal Duke Stallmgs Speciel Agent in Gharge 0 B. 7hite,
gnd Special Agents F. S, Smith and J. V. Murphy brought priscners from Pawhuska
P¥lahoma to Guthrie in the Western Distriet of Oklahoma, where an indictuert

§%6 returned charging trnese two defepdants with the murder of Heary Roarn,

3y Osage Indian,
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E On July 6th, defendants Hale ang Ramsey were brought befors the .

9 Court arraignment. Befors these defendants were arraicned, thsir :
X "attorne_ filed & motion to qQuash the indictment alleging in that motion . i
«l certain rrogularities in the Grand Jury when the indictment wag returned.

‘12 Federal udge Cotteral set July 10th as & day for hearing on this motion,

13 '

14 On July 10th, arguments were heard on the mticn to quash _

15 tne indictment and the Court oOverruled the motion, Defendants ware arraigned
16 and entereg & plea of not guilty. Their triel was set for July 25,
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“s is a full-rate ;' & ¥ st | Dey ietver };

Jram or Cable- wre | Night Messaec

dr. unl

its char- aL Nizhs Letter ! ’
icated by weo |~ Beferred *
the check K N i .r;::r oole Leteer
1 :

L wLr fc:k End Lc

I NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDEN T }. C. WILLEVER. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENY
12 The filing tizdh ws shown iti the date line on full-rate talegrams and day letters, and ’Lhe. ume of Feceipt at destination 48 shown on all Messages, I8 STAN] 1h:ds] TAI&%. '

13 Rece:veda Commercial Nat'l Bank Bldg., 14th & G Sts., N. W. Washington, D. C. A%2Ys . b
14 926 JUL 275 PM 12 v

iz Leoze COLIECT GOVE - )
-

&3 . ommcrn OKTA 23 1047A L

.;ﬁmmcron 1002 N
21 o ~ ' R ' 11
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