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VI. RECOVERY OF THE VICTIMS' BODIES AT
OLEN BURRAGE'S DAM ON AUGUST 4, 1964
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date __August 10, 1964

1

August 4, 1964, at 8. m, CST SA-
accompanied by SA served
a search warrant upon Mr. OLEN BURRAGE., Route Y, Phila-~

delphia, Mississippl. Specifically, this search warrant was
served upon him at his place of business, the "Olen Burrage
Truck Company" located on Mississippl State Hlighway 21
approximately 1% miles east of the Williamsville community.

Mr. BURRAGE identified himself through miscellaneous personal
identification cards in fraternal organizations issued 1in

his name. He advised that he was the owner and was in di)
control of the area known locally as the "0ld Jolly Farm" W

A copy of the search warrant was presented to
him at that time.

: The search warrant so served 1s described as
being in the U. S. District Court for the Southern Judicial
District of Mississippi, Biloxi Division, Commissioner's
Docket #1, Case #70, styled United States of America
versus Unknown Occupants of the "01d Jolly Farm". This

anansh wanmandt wna Aatad Aua'nn'l- | 1Rk and afonad ho
Search warrantv waas gaied adpuibv 5, 1V%5) QllG Sigiicu Uy

VERTA LEE SWETMAN, U. S. Commlssioner.

At

On__ 8/8/€% . Pniladelphia, Miss. = g.y IN 44-1

S5 ', SN 4 7 i%
by - / 1do. .—.Date dictated 8/8 / 64 “(

This document containe neither recomndahonlwzclunou of the FBI. 1 is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed cutside your sgency. é O L,(
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Do B/10/6

1l

On the morning of Auzust 8, 1964, at approximately
11:00 a.m, an "inventory of property seized under search
warrant issued August 3, 1964, by the U. S. District Court,
Southern Judicial District of Mississippl, Biloxi Division,
Commissioner's Docket #1, Case #70, styled United States of
America versus Unknown Occupants, 0ld Jolly Farm", was de-
livered to Mr. OLEN BURRAGE at his place of business. The
place of business is described as the OLEN BURRAGE Truck
Company located approximately 14 miles west of the Williams-
ville community on Mississippi State Highway 21.

The inventory of items removed under this search
warrant are listed as follows:

Three human bodles
Accompénying clothing
Soil samples '
One expended cartridge case
This invento sA q
in the presence of SA and the signed instrument
was 80 dellvered to Mr. BURRAGE. 474
At the same time, Mr. BURRAGE executed a receipt

on a carbon copy of this inventory acknowledging recelpt
of the inventory.

On 8/8/6- o Philadelpﬁia, Miss.

el e 8. 8/ /65Mb

by i Date dictated —

This document contains neither recommendations nor co s of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and ite conlents are not to be distribute sidk your agency. :3?) 5-

File # 8 -1




(" " FeperaL BUREAU OF INvEST(.  ON

Date __August 13, 1064

i

At approximately 11:59 a.m. on August 10, 1964, -
the search warrant previously issued by the United States
Commissioner, Biloxi, Mississip 1s was exesuted and re-
turned to that Comrissiorer.

On___8/10 54 o,  Billoxi, Miss. File # __ JN 44-1
s - SR 7 |
by — e 180 .+ pate dictated -8/11/64

This document contains neither mionl nor conclusiots of the FBI. K is the property of the FBI and is Joaned to
your agency; it and its contenta to’be distributed outside your agency. .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 ' : Date August 12, 1964

The following information represents a joint investi-
gation conducted by the following Special Agents under the
supervision of SAs and of the

FBI Laboratory: yic- .
SA SA -
SA SA . ’
SA SA
SA SA brc
At 8:15 a.m., August 4, 1964, upon notification of

I. ENTRY OF DAM SITE
service of a search warrant to property owner OLEN BURRAGE, Route 9,
Box 202, Highway 21, south of Philadelphia, Mississippi, the
heavy earth-moving equipment brought from Jackson, Mississippi,
began moving into the dam site located on Mr. BURRAGE's property.
A small dirt access road winding west from Highway 21 approxi-
mately six miles southwest of Philadelphia was utilized to move
this equipment into place. It was ascertained to be the most
suitable access based upon a helicopter overflight and the study
of previously obtdained U, S. Navy aerial photographs of Neshoba
County.

The earthen dam of concern in this investigation is
situated on the property known as the '"0ld Jolly Farm" and is
under the control of OLEN BURRAGE, This property is further
described as being located within Section 6 of Block R 11E
as set out on the Edgar Teobin Aerial Survey Map #Q8177 of the
north half of Neshoba County, Mississippi. This section is
fixed by the map coordinates of 89° 11.75" to 89° 12.75" west
and 32% 44.25" to 32°% 45.25" north.

Tﬁe heavy construction equipment to be utilized in the

excav rth d ns ed o ink- ' agline
01ld Jolly Farm,
On 8/4/64 - o Neshoba County, Miss. File # __ N . 44-1
'SA & oo |
by SA wih . ‘ X Date dictated 8/11/64

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. R is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ’\0
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Model LS68, with a 36-foot boom and a Caterpillar Bulldozer,
Model D6B, with a 10-foot blade. The supervising contractor at

the site representing the Hyde Construction Company of Jackson,
Mississippi, wa
Mizsissippi.
w second bulldozer operator

was N Mississippl, and a
second dragline operator was also brought to the scene late on
the evening of August 4, 1964,

was hired
articular operation.

or this specific job by Hy e.aga bC

II. DETERMINATION OF EXCAVATION POINT

Upon evaluation based on the physical characteristics
of the dam, a point approximately 150 feet from the west end
of the dam was selected as the initial point of digging. The
bulldozer operatot,— was then instructed at 9 a.m. to
begin to '"blade off" the top of the dam to increase the width
to approximately 12 feet and thereby permit the dragline to be
placed on top of the dam for future operations. Upon positioning
of the dragline, digging was begun at the point in the dam
described above, p7c ¢

I11. OBSERVATIONS PRIOR TO BEGINNING OF EXCAVATION

The dam in which the bodies of the three missing
civil rights workers were believed to be buried was an earthen
structure stretching from one hill to a second parpllel

hill in a circular manner running in a generally east-west
direction. The dam had been constructed of earth removed from
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the sides of these hills. It measured approximately 547 feet in
length, that is, from the points of Intersection of the dam and
hills. At its highest point from the valley lying between the

hills it measured approximately 20 feet. At this poiht, the

widest point of the base of the dam, the base measured approximately
83 feet in width.

Prior to beginning excavation, SA
was assigned the responsibility of photographing the site to
record the condition of the dam and 'surrounding areas at the
time of entry into the area. b7’ .

SA =was assigned to record the various observa-
tions of the personnel engaged in the digging operation and to
maintain a log of the activities of these personnel. {¢.

SA -was assigned to the mapping and charting of the
dam and surrounding areas and SA was assigned to the respon-
sibility of collecting and preserving whatever items of evidence
might be uncovered during the excavation process. H7C.

IV. OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION:AT.DAM SITE

The excavation at the point selected began initially
with the use of the bulldozer opening a small pit to permit
the dragline bucket to begin to remove earth from the dam. After
approximately two hours of excavating, faint traces of the odor
of decaying organic material were noticeable. At this time the
dragline operator was instructed to proceed with the excavating
operation exercising extreme caution. The Agents assigned to
the excavation project maintained close supervision and constant
surveillance of the excavation pit. The earth being moved was
closely obsérved as it was loaded and unloaded from the dragline

bucket.

At-approkimately
..... o o

m. the pungent odor of
A Elnnth zens mlascdes -
UcLaylily 1.1Tdil wad LvicaLlly
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nibie, At that time the aragline

operator was instructed to cease his operation. Agents then




1itered the ir and a careful ncrnriny was made
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of the pit which had thus far been opened up. It was noted a
number of blow-flies had accumulated in the pit. The bulldozer
operator was Instructed to make several light passes over the
area. Following each of these passes the ground cleared was
reinspected and on the third such pass it was noted that the
activity 'of the blow-flies had measurably increased., At this
time, 3 p.m., the heels and back portions of a pair of man's

boots were obsgerved, As the stench mermeated the areg 1ir

B Bt Nk Wt o Ve A A tl e Yl bll‘-ﬂ

was also noted that approximately one-quarter mile from the
excavation site numerous vultures or buzzards were cbserved
reconnoitering.

A meticulous removal of the earth surrounding the
boots revealed,at 3:18 p.m.; the outline of a human body., The

removal of the impacted clay-like earth was continued and
approximately two hours later Body ﬂ] that of an individual

sWALLE LTSS = R RRA S QL Ta 2R

clad in trousers and boots and naked from the waist up,was
uncovered,

The body was lying face down with the head pointing
in an easterly direction, arms extending over its head. On the
ring finger of the left hand a ring consisting of two irregular
bands joined together at intervals by cross bars was observed.
The appearance of this ring and the general physical description
of this body were consistent with available descriptive data
concerning MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER,

The hands of this body were encased in plastic
bags for purposes of preservation. The boots were observed
to be the pull-on type (Wellington style). The bluejeans on
the body bore a "Wrangler™" label above the right hip pocket.
These items of ¢lothing were likewise consistent with previously

obtained descriptive data of clothing worn by S8CHWERNER. o

In the left hip pocket of the bluejeans was found
a black leather wallet. This wallet contained among other
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items a Selective Service card bearing the followlng data:

Name: MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER

Address: 34 Fifth Street, Pelham, New York
Date of Birth: November 6, 1939

Date of Registration: November 8, 1957

Selective Service Number: 30-10-39-1172

The body was not moved or disturbed in any way in
order to preserve the scene. It was noted during the observation
of Body #1 that there appeared to be a small wound under the
left armpit area. This wound was suggestive of a possible
bullet wound.

Exhuming operations continued and at 5:07 p.m. the
body of a second individual lying in a face-down position
south of and adjacent to Body #1 was located. This body,
Body #2, was partially under Body #1. The head of Body #2
was likewise pointed in an easterly direction with arms generally
extended over its head. The left hand of this body was clenched
in a tight fist. Opening of this fist disclosed a rock~like
object. Body #2 was clad in trousers and shoes and naked from
the waist up.

No jewelry was noted on the hands of Body #2.
These hands were likewlse encased in plastic bags for preser-
vation. 1In the right hip pocket of the trousers of Body #2
was a black leather wallet which contained among other items
a Selective Service card bearing the following descriptive
data:

Name: - ANDREW GOODMAN
_Address: ' 161 West 86th Street
y New York 24, New York
Date of Birth: November 23, 1943
Date of Registration: ‘November 24, 1961

Selective Service Number: 50-13-43-458 (possibly 488)

What appeared to be a shirt was observed to be wadded
beneath the hips of Body #2. Body #2 ‘as.not moved or LK(¥D

<8 . 9B s /!
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disturbed in any way in order to preserve the scene.

At 5:14 p.m. the remains of a third body were
unearthed. Body #3 was lying on its back immediately south
of and parallel to Body #2. The head was toward the west with
the face turned south. The left arm and shoulder were
drawn up and across the body. The right arm was lying along the
side of the body. Body #3 was barefoot and clad in trousers
and a "T" shirt. No jewelry was observed on the hands of
Body #3. Since this body was lying on its back, nq attempts
were made at this time to move it to determine any ‘contents
of the trousers' hip pockets. The hands and feet of this body
were encased in plastic bags for preservation.

Exhuming operations were continued in order to
expose as much of the bodies as possible without disturbing
them in order to facilitate the coroner's examination.

During the course of e on, photographs were
made at various stages by SA pl

It is estimated that approximately 27,000 cubic
feet of earth were removed in the exhumation of these three
bodies.

V. ARRIVAL OF CORONER AND OTHER NESHOBA COUNTY OFFICIALS

Shortly after 8 p.m., FULTON JACKSON, Neshoba County
Cororer, appeared at the scene accompanied by Deputy Sheriff
CECIL PRICE, Neshoba County Sheriff's Office, and Neshoba County
Attorney RAYFORD JONES. Upon completion of the coroner's
examination at 8:36 p.m. these officials departed from the scene.

Subsequently the bodies were placed ian large plastic body
bags - and sealed by Coroner JACKSON for transportation to
Jackson, Mississippl, where they were to undergo autopsy exami-
nations at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

1

-
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The hearse carrying the bodies and driven by Coroner
JACKSON departed from the grave site at 1
in the hearse with Coroner' JACKSOR was SA

1:14 p.m. Ridin
The hearse was led by a Misgigsiopi Highway Safety Patro

Highway Safety Patrol
vehicle driven by Officer and ca rying Deputy Sheriff

CECIL PRICE and County Attorney RAYFORIY JONES. The car following
the hearse contained SAs

/h \ _ L7
[ .
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date -August 12, 1964

[

The following information is the result of a joint
investigdtion conducted by the following Special Agents:

<2 S

A
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA

SA

CSA
S

b1

On August 5, 1964, the search of the earthen dam
located on the 01d Jolly Farm, that portion of which is now
the property of OLEN BURRAGE, was continued. The soil in the
area directly beneath the grave site within this dam, from
which the three victims' bodies had been removed on August 4,
1964, was minutely sifted through a wire screen to a depth

of appreximately three feet, No significant items of an eviden-

tiary nature were located as a result of this effort.

In addiction, the area completely surrounding the
grave site pit up to a radius of approximately 15 feet from
the grave center and to a depth exgtgelling the level of the
original burial pit was sifted and closely examined. Similarly
no items of an evidentiary nature were located as a result of

L
L(ll.b bBEaLCil,

A detailed terrain search of the clearing in which
the earthen dam is located was conducted without recovering
any significant items of evidence.

0ld Jolly Farm

On 8/5/64 o Neshoba County, Miss. pile # IV 4b4-1

. TN T

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor coiclusions of the FBI. R is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ’_‘0‘ } 4
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

August 12, 1964

On August 5, 1964, certain pertiunent.measurements

were recorded of the area in which the earthen dam on the
"01d Jolly Farm" is located, This dam is the one in which

the bodies of the victims were located on Au
were obtained by SAs

st 4, 1964, They

Overall length from end of dam construction on
west to similar position om east - 547 feet

Approximate width of dam at base - 83 feet, 6 inches
Approximate width of dam at top -~ 11 feet

Approximate height of dam - 20 feet
Distance across entire excavation area from
east to west - 58 feet, 6 inches

Distance from east edge of excavation to west edge
of vertical cut - 39 feet

Distance from center of grave site pdt to end of
dam construction on east - 356 feet

Distance from center of grave site pit to end of dam
construction on west ~ 191 feet

Distance from center of grave site pit to south edge
of dam - 42 feet

Distance from center of grave site pit to north edge

of dam - 41 feet, 6 inches P

8/5/64

0ld Jolly Farm °

o . Neshoba County, Miss, File 4 N 44-1

. .S ... e

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. R is the property of tho FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its oonbenu are not to be distributed outeide your agency. 5 O /




Grave site pit located 14 feet, 11 inches below top of dam:
Length of grave site pit east to west - 7 feet, 6 inches
Width of grave site pit north to south - 6 feet, 9 inches

Distance from eastern edge of grave site pit to top
eastern edge of excavation - 27 feet

Distance from western edge of grave site pit to
top western edge of excavation - 38 feet
Distance from western edge of grave site pit to
top. vertical cut western edge - 15 feet

Distance from grave site location to north end of

drainage pipe - 98 feet, 3 inches (Bearing 44° northwest)
t L

Distance from grave site location to south end of

drainage pipe ~ 116 feet; 10 inches

There are attached three sketches,based upon the above
measurements, depicting the general area of this dam,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- Date . Augnust 1%, 1964
1 ,

The followlng photographs were taken of the dam site
located on the property of OLEN BURRAGE, Neshoba County, -
Mississippl, also known as the 01d Jolly Farm, These photo-
graphs were taken on August 4, 1964, batween 8:15 A M. and
9 A.M., at various angles, for the purpose of recording condi-
tions of this dam prior to excavation:

(1} Photo of dam taken from east edge of dam
‘ Tfacing west

(2) Photo of dam from east side showing full
: plcture of dam

(3) Photo of dam taken {rom east side showlng
bottom of dam

(4) Photo of dam from east side showing top of

dam
(5)° Photo of dam from west side showing front
of dam
(6) Photo of dam taken from west side facing o

east showing top of dam
(7) Photo of front of dam
(8) Photo of front of dam taken from west side

(9) Photo of rear of dam taken from east side
of dam

(10) Photo of rear of dam taken from position
) north of dam

(11) Photo of dam taken from west side showing
. west apron and spillway

on _8/4/64 at _mummn__kile # __JIN 111;_:1 |
293

- Date dictated —mﬂﬂ———
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Photo of dam taken from east edge of dam

faclng west

iy
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(2) Photo of dam from east side showing full
plcture of dam



(3) Photo of dam taken from east side showing
bottom of dam
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(5) Photo of dam from west side showing front
of dam
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(6) Photo of dam taken from west side facing
east showlng top of dam
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(7) Photo of front of dam
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(8) Photo of front of dam taken from west side
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(10) Photo of rear of dam taken from position
north of dam

et




S e 2 e

"

(11) Photo of dam taken from west side showing
west apron and spillway '
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _ August 14, 1964

P

On August 5, 1964, SA wa s
given a 4 X 5 Tri-X film pack by SA
He advised the film pack contained rhotographs of a dam
site near Philadelphia, Mississippil. L7%C

On the same date the photographs contalned in

this film pack were developed at Tucker Fhoto Shop,

Meridian, Mississ and during the entire process of
developling SA was present. j,7¢

The finished photographs and ne%atives were
turned over to SA ion August 5, 196k, L7¢

5032

305 G é\\

On 8/5/64 at _ Meridian, Miss, File # _9N 4n-3

bic
by _ /180 Date dictated -8/11/54

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1 is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
yowr agency; it and its contents mre not to be disiribited outside your agency.
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-anyone wishlng access !o !e property cou!! !v!|!

simply by driving into the area..

S ; .
approximately 200 acres and that the levee

under construction since about June 1, 1964, was planned so
as to flood an area of about 20 acres for a pond.
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mhaa no clear re-
collection of what he on June 21, 1964, He suggested

that his wife might be able to furnish an account of
their activities on that date.
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was exhibited wanted flyer dated June
29, 1964, of missing civil rights victims ANDREW GOODMAN
NEY and MICHAEL HENRY SCHWEERNER.
to the best of his knowledge and bel
had never observed any of these victims at any time at
any place.
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L FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

- August 7, 1964

i

8
biiii 1iierviewed by SA's
who identified themselves to him &s Specia
ents of the FBI. He was advised by sﬂ

that he did not have to make any statement, that
any statement he made cculd be used against him in a court
of law and that he had the right to an attorney befo

s statement. No threats or promises were mad?_
mto induce him to furnish any information. .

56 -4

on_ 8/5/64 ., Philadelphia, Miss, File # _SN_ 84-1
SA's and b

by /180 . G ;... dicraiea B/5/8%

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. I is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your .u-ncy.
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C%uERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT{:';

Date AUBUST T, 1964

being interviewed by SA!
who identified themselves to
e FBI. He was advised by SA

ts o
ﬁthat he did not have to make any statement,
y s8tatement he made could be used against him in a court
a

law and that he had the right to an attorney before

and that he had attorney before
kiii a

D
+ 3

<
k

statement. No threata or promises were made
to induce him to furnish any information.

continued to state categorically his lack W 1C

of involvement in the murder of the victims. ‘;770

sa's (R . |7 SN
by /1do Date dictated 8/6/64

This docllment contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. N is the property of the FBI and is losned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed owtside your sgency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- ' Date August 10, 1964

'S01l Conservation
Service, U, S, Department of Agriculture, County Building,
Philadelphia, Misslssippi, etated he gave Mr, OLEN BURRAGE"

o el rm #en bas moan - y
4informal advice and some service in the Cuui'su.'i"qu.l.Oll of a

private dam for a lake situateqd atout six st of
Philadelphia on some of BURRAGE'e property. eferred
to some pencil notes and advieed he first visited the area of
the dam on May 25, 1964, at which tim structionh oy -land
clearing had begun. On this occaeion%at the request
oP Mr., BTRRAZE set up an instruanent and ran a water line on the
~8% side of the proposed lake for 15 feet of water,
~V- who later constiuctel £ carried the &

the lake arsa ¢f trees and unierbrush,

understood Mr, BUFHASE wanted an agreement with the
U. S. Department of Agrisulture, wherebhy the U, S, Government
would share the cost of the dam irn exchange for certain go0il

conservation prastices,

Juas next at the site on July 15, 1964, when
CCKER to wvisit the area to give advice.—

frand that the dam was a2almost come

pleted and was perh -undred yards further north down the
creek than where it hai been planned while he was previously in
the area, <4+, Fe fsund that the dam was about 12
feet high and walked along the top of the dam ané saw
the drain pipe 1in the old creek bted which was too short and was
almost even with the dam surface, At this time a Mr, PETTIS was
operating a bulldozer pusr ing dirt up the sides of the dam,

On July 17, 1964, B again drove by the dam,
looked again at the drain pipe,an en drove to the BURRAGE

Garage, where he advised AGE. to extend the pipe several feet ,
inside the lake, When*ms at the dam on July 17, 1964, a g?‘;

was there operaiting a bulldozer and the surface of 2.
the dam appeared very rough. b

- - on July 22, 1964, QI cxove by the BURRAGE carage
where -stoppe:! him ard agked him to go out and set up
o 1,4/23

on ___8/6/6" at ile # _JIN 4.1

SAs nd -
by -51’ b72 Date dictated —8/10/6%

This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. K is the ptopaty of the FBI and is lomd to ~

he was asked by Mr
On this oecasion

your agency; it and ite contents are not to be distributed outaide your agency.
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JN 44-1
2
his instruments to see if the "free board” was high encugh, By

this he méant whether thé portion of the dam other than the °
splllway was the prescribed height of 15 per cent of the dam,
He explained that in this case the free board should be about
2 feet, which is something l1ike 15 per cent of the total height
of the dam of 17 feet, The free board is that portion of the dam
that i1s higher than the spillway. spent about 30 minutes
there this time and found that the free board was not high enough,

was working at the site at this time, also

X e saran wold mim h-:u"l been axtanded h ]

WA ALA —— T ~aa =

T =
igung ©hav Tnte o inch iz Pay

lake as he had previously advised, $7¢

-

He said he heard nothing in conversations wlth the above~
named persons and saw nothing in his vlsits to the area, which causes
him to suspect those perscns had knowledge there were bodies buried

in the dam,

- T Ty
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Date __August 10, 1964
\/ . e o, '

&

Conservation Service, U, S, Derariment of Agriculture, County

‘Bullding, Filladelphia, Mississippi, who works in Neshoba County,
advised the U.S. Department of Agriculture has a program whereby e
an agreement 1s entered into with farmers, under which agreement e
the U, S. Government shares in the costs of the construction of —

lakes and ponds on the property of the various farms as a conseér-
vation project. To qualify for this assistance, the construction

of the dam and the clearing and treatment of the water area,

must mest +ain standards, About one year ago OLEN BURRAGE
contactcd*to initiate such an agreement in the con-

atruction o m. At that time sited the area

of the proposed dam and found that no construction had begun and

it was merely a wooded area, Mr, BURRAGE made rther effort

to have the agreement formulated althoughmmderetands

the dam'w nstructed with completely private funds by Mr,
BURRAGE.&&G not visit the dam apeg g second time and
P R . | rwd o 4dnfoavamaddam +. * !‘119

14- ™ ; Py
8tated ne nada no Lurtntl Anilormatliol,

i

e
hit4

of fice gave informal advice to Mr, BURRAG! !n the conlﬁ’;s ru ior;—sr
the dam, 47C

. n49 N RN
on . B/6/6Y at M&%Fila #_JIN B4.% 9
e ™ 1 e . t#,\l'd‘;
SAs and Pp7- N e
by A Date dictated — 8/10/64

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 August 8, 1964
Date

*as advised that he did not have to make a
statnment and any information he gave could be used agalnst
him in a court of law. Special Agentqadvised him
that be was entitled to consult an attormey belore he made
any statements and the identities of the interviewing Agents
were made known to him,

! W7 levee did not get under way until

her on June 18 or 19, 1964,
best recollection the pipe
wa evee and 'the core unfler
s put in approximately two weeks before this. %
th ¢ dam was made with the use of dynamite
the main portion of it extended

approxima eel on the west side of the drain pipe and ~
approximately 10 feet on the east side of the drain pipe

where it was 3 feet or 4 feet deep and several feet wide, 7
It then tapered off to the ends of the dam. where it was 57
only a few inches deep. He estimated that the pipe was b7£)

set about 3 feet below the regular ground level,

8/5/6k Philadelphia, Mississippi Fl Y JN hi-] :
Oun : at ile

SA i - ~

2 S - -  emme )
by 320-Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your sagency. ‘j 0 L
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rt was in the center of the dam sit
on Sunday night about 4:30 or 5:00 p.m., June
To his beat recollection, he thought there

6 feet of dirt on the dam at that ¢




N hh-1 L

or the dam indicate a would have a water level of
15 feet and they built a 21 to 3 foot freeboard above the
anticipated water level.

id not notlce anything unusual on

emphatically denled that he had any knowle
ere buried in the dam

does not recall any
person talking to him about the location of the dam or the extent
of 8irt on the dam prior to June 21, 1964.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVYESTIGATION

August 13, 1964

i

Date

8 advised of the identity of the Agents
conducting the interview.. He was advised he was not required
to make a statement, that any statement must be voluntary, and
that any statement he provided could be used aga min
a court of law. He was advised by Special Agent%r
his right to obtain an attorney bLefore making a statement.

— could account for all of his time

durini the night the civil riihts workers diiiiiii red and

G - 2 tcnents to the effect which indicated
that he felt the civil rights workers may have been Killed .
by a communist group or by Council of Federated Organizations.

He denied knowledge or participation in this matter.

aﬁf 7

up 70

8/13 =] at Philadelphia, mssissippiF JN 441

ile #

SA n b7% ﬁ |
by " -1:; 329 L. 8/13/6k

[ P Y
pale aiciatea

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ol;ido .{mr agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- Date August 11, 1964

the dam had been completed lengthwise, that is from bank
to bank, and was between eight and twelve feet high
and perhaps six to eight feet broad across the top.
observed nothing unusual in the operation of the two tractors

which were worki oint and on

the south side.

on the dam approximately at mid-

5

File # JN 44-1

P
|

o 8/8/6¢ ot Meridian, Mississippi
-ﬂte dictated 8/10/64'

: I

This document coniains MIT.IDI’ ucommendnnona nor emm of the FBI. ll'- ll HIG m m I"Dl and is tmﬂ w_
your agency; it and jts contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. v T V‘D’
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He stated he has cbserved pictures of a dam site in
the local newspapers where the three missing civil s workers
1+

U B T rld n e b e Aa

were found inu e iiﬁ tnigs to De Ttne dam B8
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIDN

Date

August 11, 1964

advised as follows:

to a dam site several miles sout! ! P!!ladel hia, Mississippi
ot eute 21 on June 19, 1964, RS
—this dam was about one-quarter mile west of Highway ,

return to the site on Saturday morning, June 20,
on both these occasions he observed the dam to have
been completed lengthwise and he would approximate the height

at 8 to 10 feet at 1 midpoint and approximately 6 feet across at
the top. n both occasions two tractors were being used
near the mi the dam on the south side and he noted nothing
unusual about their operations. He said the area north of the dam
had not been worked by any machinery and appeared to be in its
natural state.

- as follows:

Race

Sex

Age-

Height .

Weight

Hair

Complexion :

Scars and marks b7C | aﬂﬂ o

on 8/8/64 ot Meridian, Mississippi . _ JN 44-1
SA e ol -
by SA mih Date dictated —8/10/64

This document vontains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loludtn
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distribuled outside your sgency. .




Race

Sex

Age
Height
Weight
Hair
Complexion

p7c, b0

—had seen thotographs in the local
newspapers of the dam site in which the bogdies of the three civil

rights workers were found, and he believes the area he visited
_is identical to that whith he saw in the paper.

wc/bvo
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 August 8, 1964
- Date

was advised entities

of the interviewing Agents and Special Agent informed
him that he did not have to make any statemen } he
consulted an attorney and information he gave could be used
against him in a court of law. No threats or promises were
made to him,

Ao de o A
IDLLLD Stavca
e

of a dam located on th

P, [

-
on June 19 and June 20, 1964,

PETTIS stated that he had worked with TUCKER -

B;g 6, and IN 157- 32
7/6h Philadelphia, Mississippi IN 4kl

B 8 /8 /6
by OB DIC i b Date dictated L0

This document containa neither recommendations nor ccmclulmnn of the FBI. It is the ptopcrty ot t.ha FBI and is lomd to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be disiribuied ouiside your agency.

at

SA nd
SA




2 -
IN 157-342
JN 44-1

PETTIS advised that he did not wo
he arrived at e about day break
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date August 13, 1964

W. H. PETTIS, Philaielphia, Mississippi, was inter-
viewed near the Cumberland Grocery Store, Highway 16, South,
Philadelphia; at which time he was advised of the identities
of the Agents conducting the interview, He was advised he
was not required to make a statement, that any statement
must be voluntary, and that any siatement he provided could
be used against him ia ﬁ court of law., PEITIS was advised

> Q -2 a1 A L T |
by Speclal Agen o s t to have an attorney

RAEENYT of his righ
before making a s!a!emen!.

L b%
E0-57 57D
On 8/13, -4 o Fpiladelphia, Mississippi.. . JN hy-1
s: R - .
by O SN " e pate diotated — L2/ >
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ¢ ‘Bl. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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¥y 16, ’ ’
in leveling up the structure and again on July 30, 1964, on which
date he co nﬂiders he com plf-w‘:M th- 'iﬂm

¥l

| T-59  Fe

On _B/T/6%  wt _Ebiladnlphia,_ﬂi.sn..___!«‘tle # _.nugu
SAs and |,7C ; -

" Date dictated _B,ALO/GLL____
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date august 11, 1964

was advised of the

terviewing Agents and was told by SA
that he might talk to an attorney or
any other perscn aAe might so desire prior to making any

statements and that if he was unable to obitain the services
of an attorney, the appropriate U. 8. District Judge would
appoint an attorney to represent him. Additicnally, he

was Informed that any statement whlch he did make could be
used agalnst him in a court of law and that he was under

no obligation to make this statement, that no threats or
promises were miade to him and that any statement which he
might make should be freely and voluntarily made.
advised as follows:

56-tl

' L.
on_ B/5/6% 4 ‘__Fale ¢ JN B4 b :)1070
by Mﬁm o Sy 8/11/64

* _Date dictated
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He specifically recalledrthe
constructed during the late spring or
on the prope E known

dam or levee bein%
early summer of 1964
as the "01d Joll

CITTNT
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as unable to provide any

information concerning appearance of the dam or levee
BURRAGE fa 21
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Referring to the construct f the levee on the
01d Jolly Farm owned by OLEN BURRAGEb from
time to time he observed two caterpillar tractors working

on that site. One was described as an old caterpillar tractor
and the other was described as a new caterpillar tractor,

He was unable to fix the period when these pieces of equip-
ment together or separately had been used at the construction

site,

mwas under the impression
that in the construction of the dike dynamite had been used

to construct the core of the dike and the plece of equipment
he referred to as an "earth hauler" had also been used.

He could recall no hand tools in the form of shovels at

the site but expressed the opinlon that they undoubtedly
were present at the levee construction site,

He could recall no equipment being used at the
construction in that vicinity that was capable of boring
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) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

August 12, 1964

1
Date

é 50 -]

On &/ > at —ile ¢ N 341

SA n ' '

S%‘ db?dﬂg . 8160 547
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. lsi-thwopmdthomlmdiolomdto
ency. .

by

This document contains ne
your agency; it and its contents are

ither mcommendd.iom por conclusions of the
pot to be distributed outside youwr




4-750 (2-7-79)

L

0

XXXXXX

(jj*:-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
i FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where "

indicated ntnln'lq thig deletion,

RaLusihviay amiad LAGAT AR

Deleted under exemption(s)
material available for release to you.

with no segregable

457@7 h70

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them, You will

| P LI Ty -
D€ aavisea 01 av

[ S o,

Ly P Bl | e ~a
H114U1ilty Upadl el o1

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s}):

For vour information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

St A5706  deral 14513 g0 A - 353

DELETED PAGE®S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE
FOR THIS PAGE

U
,9\1\

FBI/DOJ




ST

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date August 11, 19b4

—has 1nformed b_
of the identities of SA and AR

Special Agents of the Feaeral Bureau of Investigation, that

he might consult an attorney or any other person prior to
making a statement, that if he was unable to obtain the
services of an attorney an appropriate Federal Judge would
appoint one to assist him, that he was under no obligation

to make a statement and that any statement which he mlight

make could be used against him in a court of law, In addi-
tion, he was lnformed that no threats or promises were made

to him and that any statement which he might make should be
made Ireely and voluntarlly. Thereatter, he advised as follows:

N
on gune 21, 1964, NG

worked until from shortly after daylight until shortly
before dark at the levee on OLEN BURRAGE's property near
Philadelphia, Misslssippi. At that time, there were only
two pleces of heavy equipment on the site, These were two
caterpillar tractors, One was an 0ld caterplillar tractor

P

2_8/8/64 gt ————-File ¥ _JN B4

SAs

) /1do/T i m Date dictated — 8/11/04

This documant c.btains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and in loansd to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dietributed outside your agency.
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He could not recall any hand tools in the form
of shovels being at the construction site at the levee on
the BURRAGE property but expressed an opinion that they
were nce they would be regular equipment
used. had never seen any type of

equipment which was caiable of
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1. ' pate _August 12, 1964

—had no knowledge concerning
the dlsappedpabee of or burlal of victims at the dam site.
had _no knoyledge of any Klan-type
had no knowledge concerning

if any information should
come his way that he theought the Federal Bureau of Investigation
should know about he would lmmediately get in contact with the

k- Jup. RS, I . TRy — N T . LY -V .V Ry e

Federal Bureau of Ipvestigation Office in Meridian, Mississippi.

The following description of
was obtained by observation and interview:

Race

Sex
Nationality
Date of Birth

ate o .
Place of Birth

Helight
Weight
Hair

Eyes
Complexion
Scar

Eduzation

8/10/64 _ !

On
SA and .
C
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— had knowledge that a levee was bel con-
structed on B gE!s property by HERMLN TUC

He sald he went to the dam site in July 1904

ere was a bow

_mmmwipile #_JN bh.1
SAs ‘and
—’Jean_‘ic;__t_)h_ dictated 8/11 /64
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knows nothing about the disappearance of the three ¢ivil rights

workers . nor doss he have anvy information or Imowl ados racandineg
[} ‘M' J 3 il W w ° ”

Al R e Sl i TV

the circumstances under which they_were “buried at the dam site,

F TR N M Y
u:u GG u.cu.u Hau ucl.n.g Lunubrucccu anu ].F oru.y

PN VY o PR X i
became widely known after the dam was completed in early July
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date __August 11. 1964

s
t he was entitled to

I perron pricr o making |
38 statement, that if he was unable to chbtain the services
of an attorney the Federal court would appoint one to sssist
him, that any statement which he might make could be used
against him in a court of law, that he was under no obli-
gation to make a statement and that any statement which he
might make should be freely and voluntarily made. No

threats or premlses Je to nlm and e was 23vised of
and SA
f the Federal Bur=au of Inveati-
¢"'.

the identities of SA
fol)owe.

informed by SA

tallk to an attorn
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gation.

no information concerning the progress of the construction
of this levee at any particular moment and specifically

=
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did not recall the status of the construction or the helght
of the levee on June 21, 1964, or June 22, 1964,

The following description was obtained by obser-
vation:

Name
Age
Height
Hair
Eyes

Complexion

p

Welght
Bulld
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"FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

) _
Date August 8, 1964

S ——————

on June
ighesat

19, 1964, the dam had been arely started and the h
Places were dirt piles of 4 feet to 5 feet.

8/1 /64

Philadelphia, Mississippi . JN b4hi.]
On at File #
o DA . . » /- an— '
- (-84 "] b'{ . ) - ’
SA ! mem .
by E— £ __Date dictated 8/8/6’4

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned io
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knowledge of the
or any other individual
SCHWERNER, JAMES

possible involvement of
in connection with the deaths of
CHANEY, and ANDREW GOODMAN.

ng descrtption oMY
w was obtained through observation
and interview::

Race
Sex

Age

Date of Birth ———
-Place of Birth

Helight

Weight

Hair

Eyes

Education

Wife
- Military Service

Army Serial
Number

50- %L aﬁpwp “
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-11.63)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION

1 —Date August 10, 1964

could not recall any specific dates during June 1954, such as

June 16 and 21, 1964, and could not recall whether there was
activitymin the vicinity of the dam on
those dates, iearing nothing unusual on or about
those dates such as additional traffiec, additional persons in
the area, dogs barking, or the re of punshots

£ d e
: : ey “@ -~ %D
on __8/5/€". ot __Philadelphia, Mise, File # _JN 1431

SAs. and b?C— - . - _} t
by /esp° " - pate dictated —8/10/64 ‘
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FD-302 {(Rev, [0-11-63}

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

does not reca

the dam project began about
our to six weeks ago, It was his recollection that they began
bullding the dam on the west end of the property.

rgﬁall any unusual activity a

denied that he had any knowledge'concerning
suspects responsible for kdlling or burying the victims®' bodies cpﬂ
at the dam site, | 7€

56 -QA4 670D

on _ 8/4/64 ot _Neshoba File # _JN 44-1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

) _ Date 8/18/64

1 - A
A ————— e -~ 4 LDl
the following additional information:

the bulldozer opera ng on the dam site usua

started work around U:

was not uncommon for any one

man to comeé tO WOrK a hat this individual would operate
the bulldozer during the morning hours and be relieved by

someone else durling the afterncon.

———
i —

p7C
b1D

| 56 -%5
On_ B8/17/64 . Neshoba County, Miss. File # __JN U44-1
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‘3‘0 ‘ldo
The follo nvestigation was conducted by SA'’s
in the vicinity of the
levee from which the victims! bodles were recovered.

¥t no tlme did he or any of his family hear any shots fired
in the vicinity in the night nor did they hea
dozer operati

[

a¥® no time
did she hear the operation of a bulldozer of other machinery
at the levee in the night and she heard no shots fired in

14 not see anything of an unusual

.‘, M

p7C
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nature in the area on or about June 21 or 22, 1964, and
she did not hear any shots fired or any machinery operating
.in the night.

d nartruc
machinery operating in the night and she heard no shots fired
in the nicht,.

A% iaAgheavi s

. at no time was he
awakened by any shots being fired in the vicinity.

any shots fired in the night

and he noted nothing of an unusual nature on or about June

21 or 22, 1964, in the area.
i

neither he nor anyone
n the night of June 21

in his family heard any shots fired o
or 22, 1964,
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| G
tion in the night nor did they hear any pi
in the night on 196

meels certain that she would
have heard e bu ozer operating or shots fired had this
occurred in that vicinity in the middle of the night.

b

Iy in opera-
shots fired
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

EE

. Date _ AUBUSL 12, 1964

The autopsies of the three bodies removed from the
earthen dam on the property of OLEN BURRAGE near FPhiladelphia,
Mississippl, by Agents of the FBI on August 4, 1964, were
conducted at the University of Mississippi Medical Center
at Jackson, Mississippl, on the morning of August 5, 1964,
by Dr. WILLIAM PRESTON FEATHERSION, a private practicing
pathologist of Jackson, Mississippi. Present as witnesses
at the autopsies were the following individuals:

SA JAY COCHRAN, JR., FBI Laboratory
FBI Laboratory
FBI, Jackson, Mississippi
' FBI, Charlotte, North Carolina
SA CAWRE R, JR., FBI, New Orleans, Louisiana
FULTON JACKSON, Neshob& County Coroner
,7C  Sheriff LAWRENCE RAINEY, Neshoba County
Deputy Sheriff CECIL PRICE, Neshoba County
Dr. “80EL G, BRUNSON, Frofessor of Pathology,

University of Mississippi Medical School
Dr.ﬂ Assistant Professor of Pathology,
University cf Migsissippi Medical School.
Dr. ﬂ Assistant Professor of Pathology,

University of Mississippi Medical School '
Photographer, Mississippi Highway

Sdafety Patrol

I. AUTOPSY OF BODY NUMBER ONE

The autopsy of the first body commenced at 1:35 a.m.,
at which time the primary procedure was total body X-ray.
Upon breaking the seal and opening the bag in which the remains
had been alaced, photographs were taken of the remains by
SA Additional photographs were taken at

various stages

urlitlg this autopsy, A7C.

. 8/5/64 ’.tJackson, Miss, File # JN 44-1

sA e
by _ mih Hze Date dictated S/ 11/64
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Body #1 was determined to be that of a white male
clad in blue denim trousers and Wellington-style boots.
A ring set consisting of two irregular bands joined together
at intervals by bars was removed from the left ring finger of
the body by Dr. FEATHERSTON. The appearance of this ring
was consistent with the descriptive data avilable concerning
the wedding ring belonging to MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER. This
ring was placed in a container for subsequent transmittal to the
FBI Laboratory for development of any inscriptions thereon.
Present in the right front pocket of the trousers on this body
was a cigarette lighter which was similar to the lighter described
in descriptive data of the belongings of SCHWERNER. The clothing,
head hair samples, and personal effects of SCHWERNER were obtained
and preserved for subsequent transmittal to FBI Laboratory.

Dr. REUEL MAY, JR., D.D.S,, Jackson, Mississippi,
performed a dental examination of Body #1. This examination
consisted of recording of the existing dentition in the skull und
lower jaw of Body #1.

‘Upon completion of this dental examination, Dr. FEATHERSTON
removed the terminal phalanges of each hand and turned them
over in order to SA SHEARER for preservation and subsequent
examination for any ridge detail present which might make possi-
ble fingerprint identification of Body #1 by the Latent Fingerprint
Section of the ldentification Division of the FBI, Because of
theadvanced stage of decomposition of all three bodies, it was
not possible to obtain during the autopsies inked impressions
of the fingers of these bodies. Upon removal of the shoes and
socks of Body #1 the skin comprising the bottoms of the feet
sloughed off., 'This skin was retained for possible identification

nuIrnnseas .
Fonpws—es

Dr. FEATRERSTON advised that Body #1 was that of a

white male in an advanced stage of decomposition measuring
701" 4n lengrth, He stated death wag not from natural causes

AENy iR o

and that death was the result of a bullet wound. A section
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of tissue was removed from the left chest area and was preserved
for subsequent pocwder residue examinations. A bullet was
removed from the left lung cavity and directly placed in a
suitable container for presexvation after having first been
marked for identification on its base by Dr. FEATHERSTON.

The removal of this bullet required a median incision on the
ventral surface of the body and remcval of the rib cage. A
detailed examinaticn of the body and body X-rays did not reveal
the presence of any other bullets. The examination of Body #1
was terminated at approximately 2:30 a.m,

~ II. AUTOPSY OF BODY NUMBER TWO

During the autopsy of Body #1, Body #2 was afforded
detailed X-ray examination by hospital personnel. It was
likewise photographed by SAiprior to and during autopsy.
The autopsy of Body #2 commenced at approximately 2:40 a.m.

A similar procedure was then followed by Dr. REUEL MAY, JR.

in making his dental examinations of Body #2 as that procedure
employed by him with Body #1. Dr., MAY's examination commenced
immediately following the breaking of the seal on Body Bag #2
and opening of the bag by Dr. FEATHERSTON. AL7¢.

The terminal phalanges of each hand of Body #2
were removed and preserved as in the case of Body #1. Similarly
the skin tissue from the bottoms of the feet, which had come
off during removal of the shoes and socks of Body #2, was
preserved for possible identification purposes.

Dr. FEATHERSTON advised that Body #2 was that of
a white male in an advanced stage of decomposition and that
this body measured 69%" in length. Body #2 was clothed in
a pair of dark trousers, blue socks and Oxford-type shoes.
A dark-cqlored shirt was removed from the body bag which
contained Body #2. This shirt had previously been located at

the grave gite lying under the hips of Body #2. The clothing,

Dt iy i
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head hair samples and personal effects of Body #2 were preserved
for transmittal to FBI Laboratory.

Dr. FEATHERSTON advised that death was not from natural
causes and that a bullet wound was present in the right chest

area of this body. A section of skin tissue was removed
from this area and Dreqervpd for examination of anv cun nowder

=% £L15=2 E R e Sa s e ahia meaem L aTe e AT AR SRy S pFUw u\-L

residue. A bullet was removed from the thoracic area near

the vertebral column of Body #2. This bullet was placed directly
in a container and preserved for subsequent FBI Laboratory
examination after having been first marked on 1its base by

Dr. FEATHERSTON. An examination of Body #2 and a careful review
of body X-rays did not reveal the presence of any other bullets,

The examination of Body #2 was terminated at approximately .
3:26 a.m - \

" I1XI. AUTOPSY OF BODY NUMBER THREE

During the autopsy of Body #2, Body #3 was afforded
detailed X-rays by hospital personnel. Body #3 was also photo-

graphed by SA prior to and during autopsy. The autopsy
of Body #3 commenced approximately 3:27 a.m. A procedure
cedmidTar #A Fhatr Amelawad $em Sln A~ Yl aermen S e -‘“I\ﬂ &1

similar to that emplioyed in the dental examinatilons of Bodies ¥l
and #2 was utilized in the examination of Body #3 by Dr. REUEL
MAY, JR. Dr. MAY's examination commenced immediately following
the breaking of the seal on Body Bag #3 and the opening of

the bag by Dr. FEATHERSTON. A7c

: :
The terminal phalanges of each hand were removed

and preserved for possible fingerprint 1dentif1cation. In

addition, the skin tissue from the bottoms of the feet of Body

#3 were also preserved for possible identification purposes.

Dr. FEATHERSTON advised that Body #3 was that of a
Negro male in an advanced stage of decomposition and that this
body measured 69" in length, Body #3 was clad in a pair of
dark green trousers, "I" shirt and undershorts. Ko type of
footwear was present on Body #3. No items of personal identi-
ficatirn were located in the clothing of Body #3. This clothing
was removed and preserved for examination by the FBI Laboratory.

Head hair samples were removed for subsequent FBI Laboratory
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examinatlion.

He sald that deeth was not from natural causes
and that three bullets were present in this body. Dr, FEATHER-
STON advised that death most likely occurred as a result of

the bullet wound of the head, A bullet was removed from the
anterior abdominal wall of Body #3. A second bullet was removed
from t*e center of the back of Body #3 and a third bullet was
removed from the bcain substance in the cranium of Body #3.

Each of these three bullets was placed directly in a container
by Dr. FEATHERSTON after having first marked thelr bases for
identification purposes. Skin tissue from the upper left
epigastrium was removed and preserved for gun powder residue
examination., Autopsy of Body #3 was terminated at approximately
- 4:15 a.m. b7DO!

it IV, ' DENTAL IDLNTIFICATIONS OF BODIES

" Dr., MAY, after completing his dental charting of
Bodies #1 and #2, compared these charts with dental records
previously obtained for victims SCHWERNER and GOODMAN, These
charts were made available to him by SA COCHRAN,

-As a result of Dr. MAY's comparisops, he advised
that in his professional opinicn the existing dentition in the
skull and lower jaw of Body #1 conforms to that of the dental
record of victim SCHWERNER and that the existing dentition in
the skull and lower jaw of Body #2 conforms to that of the
dental record furnished for victim GOODMAN. Based upon these,
comparisons, Dr. MAY was of the professional opinion that
Body #1 was that of MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER and Body #2 was
that of ANDEEW GOODHAN.

No facts were developed during the autopsy of Budy #3
which would permit identification of this body. No dental

record has been located for victim CHANEY; however, it was
nnted that the oceneral nhvnicni dpgcrintinn and the clnthinn

;;-igd;nii ;;;formed closely to the previously obtained descrip-
tive data for victim CHANEY,

'!
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Dr; MAY's original dental charts of Bodies #1, #2
and #3 are being retained by the FBI for possible future use
as evidence in this case, At the request of Dr. FEATHERSTON

copies of these charts have been provided to him for completion
of his records on these autopsies.
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Date

B August 12, 1964

Dr. WILLIAM PREST?M‘I‘HERSTON, Pathologist,
advised following his autofsies of the bodies removed from

the earthlien dam near Philadelphia, Mississippi, on August &4,
1964, that in his professional opinion death to each of the
bodies was due to gunshot wound. In the case of Bodles #1 and
#2, gunshot wounds to the chest were the causes of death. 1In
the case of Body #3, which suffered three gunshot wounds, it

was Dr., FEATHERSTON's professional opinion that death was due
to the gunshot wound to the head of this body. Dr, FEATHERSTON
could not establish the sequence of the three gunshot wounds

of Body #3 and, in addition, could not establish the positions
of any of the three bodies at the time of the gunshot wounds.
Dr. FEATHERSTON stated that these determinations were precluded
by the condition of the bodies.

7¢, 67D

Pr. FEATHERSTON $tated that under Migsissi {f law—™

he is required and-permitted to file only two official coples
of these autopsy reports. One copy 1s to go to the court of
jurisdiction and the second copy to the County Attorney of
jurisdiction. He stated, however, that he knew of no rule

or regulation which would preclude his providing the FBI with
an unsigned cepy of his autopsy report recognizing that should
an official copy be necessary in subsequent court action, the

On
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Department of Justice would be able to legally obtain the
official report. Dr., FEATHERSTON stated that as soon as the
report was completed, he would furnish a copy to the Meridian
office of the FBI, .
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On August 14, 1964, an unsigned copy of the autopsy
report prepared by Dr. WILLIAH P. FEATHERSTON, M.D,, was
received. This report covers the autopsy of each of the victims'
bodies. It 1is set out as follows:

—

b
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On August 7, 1964, *fqr the
National Council of Churches, advised SAC ROY K. MOORE, Jackeon,
Mississippi, that he is the attorney for Mrs. CHANEY, mother
of victim JAMES EARL CHANEY. At this time he furnished'SAC
MOORE with a copy of a report entitled, "Post Mortem Examination
Report :0of the Body of James Chaney." b, 670

)

According to- the examination was conducted by
. Dr. DAVID M:"SPAIN on August 7, 1964, at the University Medical
‘School Hospital Jackson, Mississippi and witnessed by
University of Mississippi Medical School Pathologists, b?C &70

=aescr10ea Dr. SPAIN as the Chief of the
Department of Pathology of the Brookdale Medical Center,
Brooklyn, New York, Clinical Professor of Pathology, State
University of New York, Downstate Medical Center, and formerly
a Medical. I‘;xaminer Westchester New York. b?C b7D

advised one copy of this report was. mailed
to the "District Attorney; Neshoba County, Hississippi, and
that the ‘second ‘copy of the report was being hand-carried
by him to Mrs. GHANEY at Meridian, Mississippi, on the morning
of August 8, 1964.b7a ,b7D

The report furnished by_is set out as b
follows: &7, &70
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- August 12, 1964

.On August 5, 1964, the following items were prepared
o P
20

for shipment to the FBI Laboratory by SAs §¥ .COCHRAN. : 3N

Items Relating to Boedy Kucber One:

Item 1 - First and second joints of each of
fingers on this bedy.

Item 2 - Skin removed from bottoms of feet,

Item 3 - Clothing removed from body including wallet
and cigarette lighter and 9 keys.

Item & - Wedding ring removed from left ring finger
Body Nurber One. '

Item 5 - Bullet removed from chest of Body Number One,

Item 6 - Kncwn hair samples taken from head of Body
Nunber One. ;

Item 7 - Portion of skin surrounding hole in chest

cf Body Number One,

Items Relating to Body Number Two:

Item 8 - First and second joints of each of fingers
of Body Kumber Two,
Item 9 - Skin removed from bottoms of feet,
Item 10- Clothing remcved from body including wallet,
Item 11l- Bullet from chest area of Body Number Two.
t Jtem 12- Hair sample from head gf Body Number Two.
Item 13- Skin from area arcund hole in chest of

-

Body Number Two.

Items Kelating to Body Number Three:

Item 14- First and second joints of each of fingers

of Body Number Three.

Date dictated — 8/11/64




(Items Relating to Body Number Three continued)

Item 15 - Skin removed from bottoms of feet,

Item 16 - Clothing removed from body including wallet.
\ Item 17 - Skin section from area surrounding hole in

chest area, Body Number Three,

Item 18 - Bullet removed from center back of Body
Number Three, .
Bullet removed from anterior abdominal wall,
Bullet ﬁpmoved frem head.

Item 19
Ttem 20

' The packages containing these items were turned over
to SA FREDERICK A. COOK for hand carrying to the FBI Laboratory
at 7 a.m, on August 5, 1964.

In addition, ccntained in these packages were three
4 x § Tri-X exposed film packs; two rolls of Kodacolor-X
35 millimeter exposed film and one roll of Rodak Plus-X 35
millimeter exposed film for develcrwent by the Photograrhie
Laboratory of the FBI in Washfngton; D. C,




