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PREFACE

There have been again Insistent aliegations of the exlstence of the ' |
“afin In the United States. Thrre bhave heen also denlals, o
The purpocas of this monograph are threefold:

1. To expladn what the Mafia is, i
i

2. To present the evidence Indicating the Mafia does exist in the -

njtnd Fiatan, %
Jo Tadnseribs how the Pdin oparates,
Toptified cih ihis taowvledge, a1 porcons charged with law e .

e i
RN 3

P R T S T AT T - A 15 ™

A I TR N EUEL UL SO B JC{J}J b B} ‘J\- 1)

.. . ."—; B, g
i 1Ieclanennse, I Y

Thig wonarranh by written In two sectines, The scope of the {irst

acctinn inclwdes o atudy of the () oelgin, () notare, (c) definition, (d) activities

|

n( the * " 1fia

in

on s natlvo 593 of Sledly, and {9) transplanting of the ¥
m He natlva g00 of Hleldy, and (2} trans plantin g 01 the v i
:

thratsh Gmmlgration to the Uajted States, The ecope of the second section © 7

fnchntor o stuly nf the (a) eviatence of the "!afi~ in the United States, (b) dEIlnL;'

P -

tinp 2= it relates in nartlstar t9 American condlitions, () activities from its
inrantion to the prasast (1077), and (d) basie current forms through which It

.
cantinmon

Lt )
T e g = e
¥y
b

oot
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Tt will be understood that the Mafia is a highly clan destine operatlon

o 38, W I S e

réost difficult to penetrate by Informants. Therefore this study was not
‘lf.guted to data secured from informants. It goes beyond this source to

14
ipplude 2'1 available material exwanating from other 1pw enforcement groups
13 i
Afd public sources, both in the United “iates and in iiurops, :
15 S
16 b
17 : e
18 S
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A " mary

The Mafir < irte in 7irily as @ vicions, domincering, unique form of .

T

spdoiaediie . TR T e pejth v feapebed noe constituted at a

I

coccitio e o g n pctiert o piae s I developed poverfully after 1860 as

+

ruthlecs and avaricions indlvidaats cought to ~yploit the lingering defensive

3 1

v

oo Py

of fhe n-:,.-]l!u“ preen AP OA(, Ty f(ynlr*g_n !V}-anny that had Oppressed them .

{{‘( oy e
a

G i e s T e le by (1Y e hatred of the fiellian people
for e Iaw and {ig eplorenv s o pecresenied in Jiclly's perennial for_eign- |
roacteea () dha roncstien o7 1% peonle in the forpe of traditional refusal to 3
Pt il fne s e T sy tye e peants of thesge factors, i.e., the

ple sl ediaetior Y oot e st gp Sefby s oyl the enrse of videspread and

et rellcd erdme e throuodh ot the ojand,

The history of th - "0 d2 the treele story of the growth of a
prote e racket and Jta e 0o tea iato o0 ve phase of Sieflian Ute.

In the gharrao of «Tortion lan enfareoment, the propricters of the
gront landrd aotntos Shiehy oo ooee O the Sicilirn countrystie customarily
yeernited Teapetatier o amee T the mnst demincering of the 1ncal tough

ar erbminal elament fooprgts 2 h e Jiyes and poeeeartiea, Relng subject to

- {11 -




noglfective legal restratnt, these individuale exploited their opportunities

10
far Wit pov or and profit to the fullest extent. As early as the 13th

12
Celgu‘y, the “ecoaretakers' were sponscering and harboring roaming
1

o1 NN £ A

!th}'{?nds ant ouiling them In erimo. as well as terrorizing and extorting
1
’rqg the peacants and committing cther erimes. These “caretakers"(as

ineostral Tafiori) were ahle to foict “protection™ servicres not only upon
21
thtggeasanm bul tpon the landovners as well for they had it within their

;gg as overlavds of toeal crime to control or unleash deprodations upon
26
theyyanded estntes at will.

28 .

30
{ts3%c’rmnnti0ﬂ into all phaoes of cosemanity 1ife vas seeared by the {act

‘hﬂ%%h(‘ lan-de-l estates were the centers of rural e, and the landowners,

”Vgg vhon the “caretakers’” had acquired a sinister control, were the
Dagg‘nﬁ in thelr loeal oem munitics.

§§ In th~ narty 1Uth Contory, ity vas a scepe of widespread
1iqj}§-r‘crﬂ, conzaquent in part npon (ho 11-1inn campaigns of Napoleon

4y
Boggparte.
46

3y47~m of 1aw cnlor~~ment ynder tho Pavrhon kines  and a growing
48

These disorders, plus on ecpncially corrupt and incffective

l‘lbggntlon pravement, combined to farnish the eprty Yafios] extraaordinary
51
52
53
bl
¥
56
57
58

59 , |
£0 — — -

29 Ny the 1Mh Cortury, the protection racket was well established.

e — e
L -

-~
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of thrir vestrd Interests, The liberation movement also attracted numbers

estates became increasingly dependent upon the "caretakers" for protection i ;
i

of tha "eeretekor” eloment ~ho joined the Carbonari, an Italian secret society

of Titeration,  vhen the Crobonari, under the leadership of the Italian patriot e

Cinseppe Garibaldi, overthrew the Bourbon regime in 1860 and liberated S_icr.ily;

frovn foreiom rale, tha Mofin acquired legendary coloration as a secret society

uf librrnling,

JL was not nntil ofrer the libovation of the lrland from foreign™ o

domination in 1864 tha! the Ttali~n authorities fully recognized the ﬁwligmaﬁc_y
of thi2 phenomenon that hod wen doveloping on the landed estates. The infant
Ttelinn rtate had decicr ot ooony of the P afiosi to hove been partisans in the

lihoration movement, and < >me of thelr leaders were accepted into the new -

parlinrent, The Mefia, however, soon revealed itself in its true colors,

ctric oo dof e petriotic eo’ voiion, Tirmly entrenched on the landed estates, |

in control of much of cviy e for dte own purposes, and pushing its tentacles
nto R phinses of the cooneaie and politieal Jife of Sicily, the Mafia became

o now government's moct vicjona behin!-c-enes rival {or power and revenue.
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Frior to 1880, the word "Mafia” was a seldom-heard expression in the

Volle DTS N0, T =TT R

10
Sicilian dinlect, and when used concerning a man it connoted the popular Sicilian

12
caIept of true manliness,
14

%g T 10th-"antury Sieilisn, -with a racial background of centurics
oril%anger and oppression, true manliness consisted of a kind of audacious
arppganes in which 2 man kept silent In the event of a crime, refused to

21
as?3st the authorities In its dotection or punishment, reserved the right of
23 ) N .

2l .
pvggmal vepneance (vendetta) to the fnjured person or his family, and
'

toég ruthless personal vengeance for offenses he or his family might suffer,
28 '
Tipgie attitudes and this behavior were snmmed up in a tradition called omerta ‘
30
wlggrh by the 18th Century had hacon e an unwritten code among the Sicilian

pr‘%%le.
35
36 In 1883, a play appeared in Ricily with the title I Mafiust della
37 -
Vig8ria. It glortfied the audacity of rertain prisoners in the Vicaria . )
39

p(‘zi:?tentlary in Palernro. In the 16th-Century English translation of the

titxg, the word “Mafiusi” was given the meaning of "heroes."” The play
4
keved wide pepularity. The word
6

sptNted™Mafios],” found its way into the common speech of Sicily and
48
misig. It came to be applied to those individuals who formed the

51

52

‘5;} _
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“envetaloy” arovps, o0 thoy neoct obwlouely reprosented both audacity and ¢ ._e@‘;"‘

strict attherence to the omerta tradition. 7s the "caretakers” and their gangu

TalARKRRYRTa Y s Fa T BT Q".rf".""t

ooy, Toreioeerine olnos of ivddividuals characterized by

-

eloeilop peon nnd e nesseandi and oftes foand §9 eollusion with one another,
thos faposain offact « o otete s and £ evch ore eollectively referred to as o

fthe M nila, :

~fia erimes ~eined alarming propartions in the decade of the 1860%

Pl voppessiyn prascyres coeoca anon i Inetsttam caatist th? "v afia by the new '

LY -

alinn Gay-ommgent, The ~etharities woood Iareely ineflectual campalgns

arninet the Wafin fn fhe 1790 a fn the 1870'=, nnd in subscquent decades until
l
vep b T ap T Thoy coree apdinneelly Torvensd 1y penort o arbitrary banishment

nfeor e 8T ofierd e s apl fetandsy precion evidanes noninst the suspects
bolpr o fromely diffies]t (o ebtain in view of the Mafia code of silence, and the

refusnl of witnesses and victimea to testify fue to their terror of reprisal by '

Ctha 7 pfin, 1na of the myo-t rienificant rosnatia of the repressive measures ;

talkon aeainst the Mafia vos the concurrent emigration of Mafia elements from

Sicily to conatries ahroad, erpecially to the United States, to avold prosecution,

T "

ar I nmd ¥

Puring the perind hatween World orld War II, the Mafia
in Cictly wae enhi~rtel to » concontrated sttack I the Italian authorities. Mass

tripte of > nfiosi rad sunpecl~d afios) etween 1928 and 1934 resulted in the

- vil -

i.". *if i)

i -
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sentencing of over 1, 200 persons to terms ranging from a few months to life,

1o T
Mé;{a activity was foond to be roncontrated in the Falermo area and the

w%gtern roriion of the jeland, thaoweh it had also spread to the southernmost

15
tig g the U0tinn poninsula, referre to ps Calabria. Charges 2 7alnst the

17
MbBiosi inclnded, in the main, controlled extorticn practiced for many

' Q9
e “haping tooather for crivmieal porposes, "' and substantive cerimes
Y 21 1 ; p ]

25
@!S%‘\ ae poarddeov) Waekpoil) aoenal!s robbary, ond theft, Mass trials as

24
a zgsult of ndditional rovndupe of Tofieal were hizld In 1935, and again

26
ini'é%?. L.ater events ware to revenl, however, that the Mafia had

sggvived the wholoaeale pttaek nontoot it by the tolian authorities, It

31 - C . ; e x . o str s s
rgsived during World War I with the resiliency of an establiched

33
i34itutior and resumed its dendly ol nefarious activities.

35
36 Tnformation from 1€th Centyry observers supplemented by

37
dgga develeped by Ttalian avthorttte @ in the 1920's and 1930's revealed

PR N T Ty
chytain ¢

L2 :
aligaral pharnmenon comrprigine a t-aditional protection racket on the
Ly

lﬁgded ertates; (1) rather thon compasing a2 compact, centrally organized

sgg*!.ety, the Mafia was Iposelv comrounded of local gangs operating under

51

52

53 .
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15 . the broadest of the mna's organlzauonal features; (5) tg:‘g% o ¢

. to be all-powerful In the Sicilian Mafia was a man of auprcme pr

practlced (9) the mﬂa code of dlsclpune was omerta, the codcl k{
' -. et wfryr"w

: 5u°-€'~ utilized a cover organizatlon with the lnnocuous aame, t@o "Azrlcultu‘
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e e -

opgervations by police and othar witneuu o! upocuuvo tm am

f,i cuq-ﬂdl‘
10"

th% %ings apparent similarity in modus operandl on the part o! tbe

daiegudanu, and the {ixing of rasponsibiuty tor overt acts appearlng u'

“\ 9.,
wm held by the Supreme Court of the Kingdom of Italy in 1634 to

coggiat of pergons permanently bound by common agreement to imposo

upgg ‘and exploit honest and quiet citizens aud to commit crlmea ngalnst .

Lag
o

pfwerty and persona' {15) the Mafla was dlatlngu_shed from crlme ln it

LAl F,_,w
B IR & J’

E edlral in Sicily by its monopoly of the protection racket, dominearlng ;

po%%uon over local crime, ferocity, special clannishness and exclualvenus,

trggitions and interlocidng family ties. "~ e R

(35 .
L3s During World ‘War 11, the Mafia rovealed the quamy oi g

g e .
e ﬂf c'r“.

a gu.bmty, domineering over blach:-market operationa on the one hand,

uﬁga developed know-how in the fields of racketeering and polltlcul

g%sures and succeeded in having adherents elected to the Nauanal
51 “‘. R : -t ¢ - HETE T 5';-':,:' }‘3’1\” -}‘! !'-‘1 5«:37,:;
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42,
'é . Constltuent Auombly in Roma., \ Thgtentacl 3 of tho
9 o nedqty Lu_, “ n_, ,.: e
: M.O pouce force, and ensnared provinchl and municipal mthorm
fed L _ :
g | The existence of the Mafia in Sicily in 1956 was conﬁirmcd by

\111
1'5.»

17

'I‘he present-day Mafta in Sicny, ,whne baslcauy reumbum

4)_,4._I '! LR

2T
‘>8¢. _traditional Mafia, has extended its sphere of operntlons mora ltroazly

[THC AL

w—*;r--w ""b"—,-_«-"'f.-.-“_‘ -_ -
A ™ Ly
o . ‘O

e
v‘r':.’ \f

- ,37 fa the gulse of middlemen and take R cut of' all ulu. Theu city__lﬁﬁ a
aulsted by bodyzuardl and assassinl. Clashes amonz thelr zronpn 4

L]

%3 ;- v A s, W e - -
ik """’."Zr—"x“-;{%’-:,w‘-"‘"

- +, o
= e W, WL ey K
T W M TR W e




et
N
,}::

— L . P
Q L Eou H .
k
-

e - i
(relie bt Neo U0 JF — FY)

racketeering, extortlon, kidnapplng, smuggllng, robbory, _aud thogt

T T ey,
[

»ﬂu
—alcE\n = o

o
i

L’ﬁ(

St vrkeeps informed on the acuvlties of xta American co nt

RBa

Uu&ad States, uncovered by the Federal Narcotlca Bureau, has bem % :
| 35 ‘ 4

lqﬁg? to contatn velled meanlngs and to conflrm prevloualy devolopod
{3l

1nf§gmation that the Mafiosi refer to themselves as the "frienda.

s The Mafia in Sicily remalns an tmofflclal feudal ‘aystem of s

5!"

129
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Conclusiona

~ capacity for ruthless crime; adherence to the traditional code of &

The Mafia in Sicily is a deadly traditional combination of ¢crime
“and local pseudo government. It imposes an invigible governmer
Sicilian communities, depending for its authority upon the fear’it's
inspiree through its domineering control of the local vicious element:

-, . ;w* at‘,n{w ~—.:f._ "

The most typical Mafia figure 1s the aanssin, though tha o

commands 18 slight in comparison with that of the local Mafia ch

The latter has 'risen from the ranks and enjoys & relationship to %

the local Mafia gang like that of a feudal lord to his armed remnerl

His relationship to the local community is also one of prestige and 1

domineering power. He expects to be deferred to for’ permluion*

local ventures both criminal and legitimate, from which he extras

a percentage of all profite. He may be sought by non-Muﬂoal for’

arbitration of disputes; ransom of stolen goods; or backing,*'politic

or otherwise, though in so doing the peuuoner becomn da.ngor

obligated to the Mafia. ‘ T ,& i *_g’% T

The basic and often the only units of Matia organlzauon in Blcuy‘ar

the tocal gangs. Members are admitted to it if they are acceptable
to the local chief. Prerequisites for admission include proof of::

omerta, 1.e., silence in the event of crime and dependence upon ¥
“stiletto justice”; and sponsorship by someone alrudy a
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‘hold court or divide territories, and they oiten defer ultimately to .=

mail, smuggling (especially the smuggling of narcotics), labor *

The traditlonal Mafia is not a comptct, centrally organlnd locltty-
or party such as the Communist Party, but-a collection of gangs
autonomons in their own territories and loosely federated when z
federated at all. The pattern of connections among local Mafia mgn
depends chiefly upon the existing relationships between their leaders,
These relationships may be cooperative, s in the case of inter~
territorial collusion in n broad conspiracy, or close family ties; or
they may be inimical, stemming from rivnlry or tho exlntenc of
an active vendetta, :

Above the local level, territorial gangs sometimes appear, ‘created
by ambitious and powerful locki chiefs. Above such territorial gangs
there is no fixed hierarchy. Powerful chiefs meet occasionally to:

a chief of supreme prestige, The Mafia system of administration {8’
primitive., The leader is the one with the "paychological drop, * l.e.,

the one who Instills the greatest tear o! refusal to comply wtth bil o
wishes,

Recently, Mafia crime has been accentuated and has become better ' -*
organized {n Palermo than it was formerly, The possibility exists ... " -
that the Mafia in Sicily has begun to achieve greater centrallzation,, Wk
since the establishment in 1947 of the Sicilian regional autonomy‘li.
centered in Palermo, | L

racketeering, black-market operations, and many other crimes,
though the persistent emphasis over many decades hal been upon
the operation of a deadly protectlon racket.
ia miodi operandi ir‘ murder

ctims, witnesses, and all opposition.

The Mafia is distinguished from crime {n general in Sicily by its -
traditional exclusiveness; close family ties among its adherents; '

-t
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3 g?;': - . _‘_““:‘:;.':,
.-9"';'3.1?" L its conslltent :molils" operandi; thc outlundin(
P10
0%
f12
13 o '
%g - . 10, Some coordination exists between Mafia elements in Biclly and
16 “. 7 - in the United States. Such coordination has been most’ atrmgly

7 illustrated in the illicit international traffic in narcotics.i:Jth
8. . . ' -been indicated In visits of certain hoodlums to Sicily prior, tp.
9y attendance at the Apalachin, New York, meeting of hoodluml 1o’
0 November, 1857; in the passing of information to the Bicilian’ llalh ;
} 1 by Mafiosi in visits to Sicily; and in correspondcgce between -Mafia2
p22° elements in Sicily and those in the United States. :

Data currentl
23, * available, however, fails to indicate that Siclly could '
'og" 7 ™world headquarters" for the Mafia. S
£ 26 S ' S R
E’-g'r-; - 11, The eradication of the Mafla in Slclly, attempted by Jtalian authorit

E;;S,. " on repeated occasions, has never been succeufully accomplished..

ve9 : Reasons for their fallure have included: (1) the infiltration of Mafin
,’30 g elements and the reach of Mafia pressures into law enforcement :
tg% high government circles; (2) the intimidation or elimination of *;
="33_ ‘ ~ witnesses; (3) the traditional refusal of Mafios! to confess thclr

By ' erimes or to reveal the crimes of others; {4) the tndltiml‘l.nq
35 . congequently chiefly tacit and understood nature of the Mafia's
136 o __extortionary pressures; (5) the institutional quality of the Mafia,

37~ "{.e., a8 known practitioners are suppressed, new Opportunuu.

" 5334,,' favored by the perseverance of & conditioned public, elpeclanyl
Eg superstitious, poverty-stricken, and unenlightened elements,and
I'bt ‘ those made vulnerable by adherencé to anclent traditions of hostility
[uz to the law; (6) the new, lucrative criminal opportunities that enrjch

3 .. some Maffa leaders and increase their power; and (7) the poronnlll

N problem faced by the prosecutive authorities in attempting to prove

L " that the Mafia as such 18 an illegal group. Although the Mafla s

46 presents the ostensible appearance of a single, cohesive society,sit:

l7 has no written constitution, nor does it operate in formal !uhion.-




R

reduced to proving: (1) Bubstantlve crimes of indlviduala,
(2) limited conspiracies. Vvast and arbitrary prosecution hae’
struck at large fragments of its composition without etfoctively
outlawing the Mafia as a whole movement or society.

The Mafia persists in Sicily as the most vicious and extensive
racket gver to have been foisted and imposed upon the public.:
To law enforcement, the Mafia presents the most deeply.
“entrenched and monstrous challenge ever to have crept forth
from the underworld.” This challenge extends to law enforce ent’

in the United States,
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1. NATURE AND ORIGINS OF THE MAFIA IN SICILY . -

A, Nature

Th- *naflin has bara referred to variously as a ""deadly brotherhood, e

a "socret seciety, ' or a "coiminal organization.” Numerous observers have

b

commented, however, that the Maffa = not an organization at all, but a "type"

1
cf rrh:“i_nnlg!g*, " or a Unhace of Sicflian soci&%)y. "

Retuced to its eloonts, as seon in the points of view of the many |

ohnrrvers who have attempto1 to pinpoint the nature of the Mafla for nearly_.a_;;
ceninry, it ean be eaid that the Mafia conststs of two basic features: , ' iy
(1) » tradlitfemnt - ~fp<a] on the pirt of some Sicillans to cooperate
with the dav, pltus 2 poference for private systems of revenge and self- .
povernrient; ani
4
(?) Thos~ vho ar» most deeply imbucd with these views, are o f .

g oYY o o P re Anrrantia

pre di 8po sod to the usc of extor iun, u*:iux, muraer, corruption, and £
eriminal conspiracies of all varieties, and under local chiefs seek to : = /.~
~utablish o tyronny oo both eriminal an? legitimate affairs for the
pover and nrofit Lo b forived therefron,

The tractitten~l 2 -»not of the Mafia poo mits it to operate often in tacit
faetdon,  Thin fartor, ylus 8 cal2 of #flenen ~4hared to by those who follow the
Marin tradition; the ¢ :i~ten-> of =omme crimin~l conspiracies among its adherents;

the appearoner of enlidarity revealed in close family ties; and the use of similar °

forrmeulae of 2ction, oft-n gio~5 *tafia groups the semblance of one vast crlminalf;

DR TN

PO N T . .- ¥
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sgeret society, W‘hgther the Mafia can be pinpolnted to the extent of
i(}&'tlifyi;!fi it 15 ap Mepal group 20 e 1 collection of tHlepal groupings
lxigm’w by peacasd again~t B oin v eooged of 1aw i= s an open question.
32: follovin aceount of its alleged crigins and development may contain
iramente of posaible value in asseseing the status. of the Mafia ns an
mggol groun, ILnay be neicd iy o Tvonens hovever, *hat at this time the

21
PE€ia cnpl » goer cey oved cpgonice Famsg while 3t the same time 1t does

r‘gs comstiteie v rogalor ceocrnt eocinty or an open, conventional-type =

26

oy ganization,

28 .

I3 Origins

30 7770

31 ety of Laberatinn
;’3 econd among the Sicilion people 18 said to hold that the Mafia

35
b3gan as a s~rret eociety of liberation reveral ceonturles ago, aimed at

37 -
B&rthroins tho oppr~asiva foreien rulers of tha {siend of qi(‘ily. Those.

39
vﬁo hold thi= opinfon genorally have u-lifled i) av-rring that the Mafia

y .-
lﬁg‘”' beecano 2 socinty of ({?',:‘fj‘.h'l}_'f_:”_(]00-42303"274, p. 1; 62—81093-30X, P- 3;
P 100-42303-297)

s 2, A Ferret woolotv of Avongersg

46 T

ﬂg Pome acrress attempt U0 trace the Mafia te orizing in the Beatl Paoli,
Péganclnnt “1eifinn secret e ety 020 knewn 2= the “Avengers.' This soclety,

g%ich may hase bern active in “ied's as recently as the 19th Century, allegedly
(3)

@woted ftaolf in large port to the a=rassination  of unpopular magistrates. '

‘55
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3. A Natural Pesult of Tolitical and Feonomic Forces™

H s arncratly enoredad that Sfefly’~ forefen rulers were oppressive

ovar oot ol porne coantegoae

sl thet in the final analysis the Mafia was an

RN ANEALE A ISR S LN L SO Rt el

Coren coneeeg tracn the origins of the Mafia no

furthor back than the nerio! of Bourbon rule in ®cily (1735-1860), Others liaeji

the ?Tfin ae having hoep pue T~ by a eeonetelintion of circumstances which

broaan tal-ine Loy pe vivtaslly Fthe petant of ?-11ap Wistory, In the absence of

=

prectos ond authoritative arcennte of the ar{rin and history of the Mafia,‘-and in
view of tha rocurcert stater oot that the Mafia {s n Sicilian institution with deep
rocte in the roce aveorjencs. cactams, and troaditions of the Sicllian people, a -

Dacis cdem il e pereeeate Uet e pnlitie sl 2o ceonoeie forees that seem to

have, hy their confln-ner, po-lded the pheromwengn nown as the Mafla.,
a.  Backaround: Yhe Taland of Sicily and Jis Early History !

Mleily, o sacimteieoae {otand 2lonb 40 gi7e of the Gtate of ‘Vermont, )

Hoo just o0ttt fos o D the Prtica bonts JUwas inhabited before thg dawn of

historv, the rarliest inhahit~~~ | ‘Ing sald to have been the primitive tribes of

nad Flewit

The positicn of the fetrel yine ae i Jocs nstride ancient sea routes

nf trade ~aploratior, wnd ecovmest) dreew a cueression of different peoples to

4 ]

| -
]




-1 ;
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3

4

5 .

6 b
8 =

itegzshores. About 1,077 B.C., the Thoenicians settied in the western part of

10 o
theadisland at Tanormous (now Palermn). The Carthazinians founded towns in F

12 .
thfﬁrea now kmown as Trapani, noar Yalermo. On the east and southeast
coz%%s, the Greeks founded Syracusn, Catania, and the city now known as 1 _

17 .
Mexgina, (1) ‘ C

09 |

20 After the firat Punie ¥ ar (711 B, C.) the Pomans founded great

1 (4) .
&arg"éﬂd estates aaross the Sicitisn conntrysiid, Tt va= upon these landed

2“ ‘ - ) LR . »
=gtdes and others founded later anider Norman rute that the Mafla was to - 3
26 . B
taka7 shaps. i,

28 . I

2 b Folftical Characteristics of Farly Welian Toclety

%15 Italion soclety was hictovinzally divided into a numinber of diverse
oogaical untte, each with its con adminiclrative systom, economle and cultural :

35 (64-35693-233-10, p. 53-1)
pa@6rns, and prides and prejutices,  These politienl divislons were {further !

37 - 4
Seggxent:-r! by the gerre?! nocietien ~ renciationg an? oange that abounded in- ,

un - as . & H r e i
cafly Roman times and wora tn s foued throughont tha pattern of Sicilian

42 '

higggry. “Many of there seerot vrouplnzs vere gald ta have revealed aspects
4y

ofﬁzgutunl assfstane~, protection, antypover, The Mafia is eald to reveal

thﬁgﬂttnr charactayistirs, vhich trpl tn eive at 1e2st partlal support to the

T e T
H vy b

TR ARALEY i--_‘i-,' oo

e~ I»}nf A3

thefyry that ths Mafiv d-v
bl !

51
nugher of local secvet ascocirti=ns of the more domineering variety.

53 y
54 -4 - . {
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c. A Succession of Oppressive Foreign Rulers ot

v

A suecessi-n of other conquerors, including the Byzantines, the Arqbl,

and the Normans {ollawed,. The Normans founded additional feudal estates and

(4)

Increased the opprescion f the peasgants who lived upon them.

i .
d. The “Sicillan Vespers," A. D, 1282 - 4-'-55;'.;
The unpopriar rule of the French in the 13th Century brought about an ;
(100-42303-297) ,
uprisieg of the Siciiirn peeple in 1282, This uprising, the so-called ”Slcillm

Vespers, ' wasg charpnterjzed by mass assassinations of French soldlers

s ..\.3

(4\ . -
garrisoned in Sicily and symbolized the Sicillan desire for lndepegldence. , .
I .

2. Arcesival Ma{iosi
A racent accmpt of Ma{la history traces the rise of the Mafia to thq
a~tivities of "carstakors' of the 1anded estates in Sicily in the 13th Century. fl

) In Norman times the feudal borons used tax collectors to collect th? o
customary tribute fuem the peasante. The tax collectors formed the custom of o
stealing from their raaters, and especially from the peasants, Under Aragon
rule, established shevtly after the uprieine of 1282, the power of the feudal |
lords 18 sajd to have fnrrensed. Many of them went to live in Palermo, Messina,
Italy proper, or Spair, They entrusted the care of their estates to the tax

: 5
collectors and to vinlent an! merciless individuals who were to act as guar% .




3 I
4 po
5 Lo
' .? The "guardians™ were allegedly a set of rogues and parasites who ’*{“‘;
fpglowed the custom of their masters in giving hospitality to roaming brigands, ' "tf.' ,;

10 h

antiinstructed them to commit crimes agalnst their enemies, The "guardians" :
12 |

u.r%gtax colle~tors, according to this account, increased each year the amount '

ws}.gheld for thelr personnl use {rom the taxes they collected {rom the peasants, -'u._: ‘, e
17 3

18 These possible nncestors of the Maflosi (as Mafia adherents are i
9

dr%%ed) are s~14 to have j»ined forces with "guardians" of nelghhoring estates
in‘?%riminnl ventares. In order to protect their intercsts they followed the

cvg:;om of their Cpanish masters, using a type of inquisition to dispose of i
26 ' B
rePliious persants. The nobles are said to have often favored tho use of this - ... F S
28 . (6) - R

1

sy%-gem.
32 L. Corrupt !~y "nfarcement uader the Pourhans |
%3 The majority of theories conceraing the rise of the Mafia attribute its J ‘.

35 |
or%gin to the nntrustworthy syeioem of law enforcement which prevailed under the = ..; ..
}

_ (1)
B«%Srbon kings (A, 1735-1860)

1 (1) DPisorider In the Early 19th Century

43 A nmumher of compliceted circumstances were involved in the confusion
mﬂfglawleﬁsness that prevailed I1a Fletly in the late 17th and early 18th centuries,

A%gm‘t of the 'Kinrdom of the Two Cirillea” (including the southern portion of

50
51

52 o -6-
53 |
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the Talian ponlnsula and Gie island of Sicily), legal matters relating to the__;g'lgpgvg

Sy ~'};.

were handieid through Haples, the princlpal seat of government. This legal

(100-42303-306, enclosure, p. 17)
power, it is sald, dic not cench Siclly satlsfactorily, |

To add to tha poblic confusion, Mapolcon Bonaparte invaded South |

(8) P
Maiy In 1796 and conduacted & military campaign which lasted until 1797, The ™

lian coytryride became a scene of brigandage and disorder.
(2) Corrupt I'slice Groups

Ihe Porarbon roglins hnd ereated police groaps, "armed companies™

N i A .
which were charzed with maintaining pablic order, but counted among their -+ -
numbers a variety of gogu=s5 with a tendeucy to abuse thelir authority and act o

(9) ;R

coltliwfinn with th~{r Doarboia masters to commiit ¢crimes themselves.

{1} ioatbic Cater TJPIL to Logal Peuple

Poblic ordar was in etfect lelt (o the local people. They are sald to: -

have {ormed Viaries, " and Jdig
A s o -t SAk3A 8 N b

‘i enged "iugtice 't accordine to thaiw
L J\AAJU , L Rl W

L R0 & W T A \ll-l.a Lo ‘HU‘

] own
(100-42303-3086, encl., p. 17) L
Tt hae bzen ¢ 2id that the W uia derived [rom this unofficial Bystem of "jurles. "’

(7} Gurda Cere Hired I'v 1 votecl the Estates

“n the gre~t land:§ estates, the gabelloitl, wealthy enir‘epreneurs
who renled the entatas from Lhelr absentee owpers and sublet the lands to the

peisantry, had breome tn ctfect 2 rural raling class. 'hey were usuvally linked

to 'alermn, where reuts wore paid and doclsions were made. To malntain thelr

[ ’ : l".n.,. ‘
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pogrer and protect thelr Interests they recrulted bodies of armed followers,

9 b

mawy of whom were handits and prefeastonal outlaws, The "armed companies"
1L

of 18‘- Bourhon police are sald to have accomplishad little in the way of law

enﬁ!rcement cther than in persuading these outlaws to plunder outside the

16 (10)
1rg%y each commanded {n exchange for local sanctuary,
18
19 Cne familiar theory bolds that the early Mafia groups were formed
20 (11) ‘

rr_og% the "rrmed companies™ themeelves,  Another avers that the early Mafla

(12 -
raaanadc up of the private police forces on the great landed estate!s. Still -

lncgger view favors the lkellthood that Mafia elementr were to be found in each
27~

f th38e grovpa.
29
%g (5) The Guards May I'ave Become tha Mafia
gg The possibility that the private pelice foreere on the landed estates
34

‘er3sable to assume the control over local affairs both criminal and legitimate
1 36

’mt’;’%’q characteriatic of the »~{in, and thus forned th~ first ?.f'afla groups, is

r\h%rgced by scveral factors. The 1anded cstates reprosented local patronage

43 -

rsitent lmr-lho!der, the landb~'d~r himself. In thig =omif~udal eystem, the
45 '

ncﬁ? estates became local firong points.  Their loeal patronage systems

mq’}gi persons {n the vieinity to degire or find {t expeiont to place themselves
50
51
.52
53 -8 -
54 '
'35
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29
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, o | Y,
under thejr protection and partake of their influence. Centuries of exporl.oncﬂ 4

.n
{

¥

with oppreseion by the central government as represgented fn the rule of forelq:

tyrants and their viceroye, and with the untrustworthy administration of pumicE I
e

justice, had encouraged in the Sicilian people a traditional hostility to the law,{

‘;E"’

a refusal to cooperate with enforcers of public law, and a tendency to Beek j . ,
elgsowhare {or supreme anthority, '
For the rural population, this anthority was found on the great igndéd

®n .

estates in the persors of the landowners or their gabellottli., The landoWner

4o

*ﬂ.ﬁ
o .
= IS

or the gabellotto, with his body of armed followers, represented tﬁe apex of .
vinible pover and avthority for all who resided in the area, In fact, in the i
prevalent nbhsence of any nther form of constant power, such a strong-arm
group was in realily the law and its enforcers in one body. The landowners ‘
and thelr gangs controlled life to sult themselves in the rural communities ln:r
which they ve e to 2 four ', Fach landowner and gabellotto also had his own}
netwerk of influentinl contocta in Falermoe, the capltal.(13)

(¢) Vhe pMiafta as an Early "JProtection Racket”

The gangs ihnm=~1ves, for in essence that is what they amounted to,
werc a peculiar compromisn form of gnvernment, and as later developments

proved--a deadly one,  They eliminated interlopers and held monopoly by force.

Fugativie

-

s VT )“; e, yu
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ufJ'rt x" Uii‘"* l"_< , " .. L ‘i4~’: ’sr



- h-4

2 "

i

& |+ %
. o ",i‘_ ’
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;ﬂ.ﬁ'gets the paagante and othor tenants within the area, and even the
-l L
%ﬁxdownem thamgnlves, Thalr drmands were enforced in a reign of

&'.%‘!‘01‘. Aihough it did not acquire its familiar name until the latter part
16
gf7the 19th Century, this network of gangs is saild by some sources to

18 - A .-;:.‘-.y ::g:_-.,:'
‘Bave reprencntad the ovkainal >, This theory of Mafia origin holds bl

0
é%lt the "7y araas In the abaenes of any othnr form of constant power‘ I
53 the control of community life by 2 system of gings, secret In the seage - . - "r
' ‘églt thoy were officially voracognlied, (14) }
| ig ' f7) Tublic £rinton “"ry Mave Tavered the Farly Mafla ' ‘
%g Thera hrs heon rome in-leation that the public was not completely :

ggstlle to thoso pangs and =iy hooe fweeved ther to some degree. They

34

g5presented local gevernrment and 1-cal protection, though the price was

i 36 .
E%'g‘;h. “Thor svshinlizad neg-co-0; v ition with the hated constituted authority--

L] -
B s SO

Ege govornmeon, of th Reorhors,  Thoy not only victimized the poor, but

b1 .

ypoate” »n! rehb~d the rich as wel), thns perhaps =2atisfying a general

43 :

84sire on th part of the ofreas» paasmts for revenge agalnst their .

45

g?:althy marters,  They may have ocecaglonally furnished the framework

%grcvohtmnmry organizationg, gaiving o coloration of patriotism and further
50 ' o
51 o
52 . ; ‘.:‘___,(,';
SF’, _ - 10 « : ir"“{«.
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of the pﬁople rgainst the Pourbon regime. Despite their customarily violent

prestige in the public mind.. Certainly they epitomized the general relentmant j

} Af'
7 I

practices, the public shielded them against legal punishment. Duly constituted; .

authorities attempting to investipate crimes were met by a solidarity of

. P I L
silence.r ,’,f : I

(M Mloped Cooporation peiween T.acal Gangs: The Mafla
" 1g1ni7’1t10n :

Cne student of Mofia history, vwhose opinion is tacitly supported by

P - ] »

soveral othor sources, has pointed out that the Mafia was never a slnglé"secret '. ;

l
society, centrally organizcd like the Neapolitan criminal organization known nﬁ)‘g

the “amorra, * but a local nnd reral phenomenon. It was composed of a networ'k
of lecn} ganoe, each controling ond plundrrine a certaln territory, and linked
tozether by fluctuating bon?s of rivalry and common interest. When expedlen_t." .

to do =0, these gangs would collaborate, pormitting passage of stolen cattle, f?r“:

e<ample, ir*to vther territe. les ~here they could be disposed of without being »

1

falY
ifentified by their ovnere,' 6.

p. Gangs with I'atriotic Coloration

The politics! =itiition is satd to have become Increasingly complicated
ip the early 19th Ceptory.  The Mazzini brotbers and Gluseppe Garlbaldi,

Itatian patriots who =cro dedicated ta the untlicatlon of Italy and the overthrow

*Or like the Communint Party is today.

=

T

._"'
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1 . ~

2 ) ®
3

i

5 :
&f the Dourhons, doveloped gecret societies. The Carbonari, a secret soclety - [ %

oo —
ot

g}f liberation, ig sald to have spread its influence into Sicily in about 1818,

10
*'pveral of the seec ot asnnciations {hnt were to be found in Sicily In great

12

lgitﬂh""" tants an {2 prpoets of eocintine of Jilvrotinn, Come elements of the

%é’mgs thot were to b known Inte e Mafin ore enld to have joined the

R

1

férbf.):}gﬁ, their allecel purposor having been to £2e% whatever proftt or.
"9 (17) _
2Gunder the siveamiotancan wopl? ~a 0 The Tirillnn epirtt of Independence
21

dde rics ta ohorea tovalla in T a0 agatn 1 1742 nnd 1842 aoainst the
(18) S e e

2u hn 2l 1'1 B

zgmx nn Y Thmae, ‘ -
) Do
27 - h, 1b2 1. ct_"v_ﬂ_lz*hrwc 1t vf_“: nopolies of Nower hy Certaln Gangs 4
78 tn the Confused x’f“' a1 of 1800-1860 P
29

30 1 the rhannce of piferti-~ gr-tems of pehlic safety and order,

31

%‘;‘%poclnlly in the poriod botween th Jineoleonic Invasions of the latter part of

Y
%e 18th Century, and the unification of Italy in 1800, i, e., about 1800-1860,
36
3gw vor and ~athotity generally re~'~ 1 in those who could establish them Ior
3 '
3§emselves by Iaflnence, eraft, noi{eree. It hos already been shown how

4 ,
u‘élch raral pover proung operate] in the landed estates, The towns ag ™~ -

4 -
ut%ell were plamued with lneat "bhrotherhoods, ' as a letter allegedly written in

45
ﬁ:&ﬂ is snid to hove revenled,

48
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Pletro Ulloa, Attorney General of Trapani, Sicily, is said to have :

I.

m&c '

i
written to the Bourbon Minister of Justice of Paris on August 8, 1838, Ulloa %
|
allegadly polinted out, in part, that there were "brotherhoods™ in various townu
I
I

There were about seven "porties” which did not hold meetings and Which bad

‘ L

only one thing in common: one leader. Here, said Ulloa, he may be a lande {
B
owner, elsewhere he may he a priest. One treasury was said to serve all - ”] i
|
their purposea, Fueh purpneop micht vary from exonerating an official to

reining him, or to ruieing an fmncent man. The people, said Ulloa, had come ..

to an acreement with the crimirals, When robberles occurred, mediators .

appeared who tried to pet the stolen objects back., Many high magistrates

!

protected thege "brotharhonda, ' such ag one “carlata, a judge of the Supreme }

CivH) Court of 'al~rmn, and Ciracusa, a bigh moglietrate. It was not possible:to

get eivilian policemen to potrol the streets and it was not possible to find : ;

K
witnerses to crimes committed tn broad daylight. 1n the heart of Sicily, public?

offices weore for sale, ond ju tice was corrupted, Since 1821 the pebple had been -
(19)
"up in frmse, "

Confugion ronunted a= tha Bourbon puthorities attempted to crush the
Carhonari movement, However, Garibaldi snceceded in invading Sicily from the

aouth in May, 1860, and with the help of the Corbonari drove the Bourbong out |

Fr .41
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ogéﬂcily Rince 1869 Sicily has béen a part of Italy, though under the terms

- 10
ot the Itatian constitntion ol‘ 1947 1t 15 known a8 an autonomous region with

12 (21)
FkBearmo 25 the capltal.
i p

Lt “

%2 i. The Fmergence of f.awless Tradition and Groups Epitomizing It - I j
1; Some sources favor the gradusl emergence of two related phenomena ; :
=

iR Gicilian history vhich tnken tor:ther pre reforred to as the Mafia,
21

gg () Lavless Tradition (Omerta)
gg The first phenomenon wor of tvo parts: the popular sentiment of P : )
26 _ R
hprtility to the faw, developed in “I~lly over many centurles at least in part P
.78 . Vi
< . ' o ,_

a2 recult of misrule, and the calpmitons results of this sentiment in action.
\g%bstcr 5 dictionary has define1 s an rﬂct as follovs:

%3 “In Cleily, the popular =~ntiment of hestility to the law, leading
35 to refusal to bear vitness in cnge of crime, and hence to

36 frequent violent crimes, esp. against percons, as officers,

37 . who have ncurred ypopulcr digpleasure. ., .

39 Py {hn 10th Crnture A rompliented tradition hed developed in

.

djélly, its core being this perular ~utimvrnt of hostility to the law, The .

b .
qg.dition, known as omerta, * hecame virtually unwritten law among numerous
45
fii&ilians. According to its toncts, the citizen had these obligations:
7
#8:0m Sicilian OM], man. Omertn is still knovn to itallans and Sicilians as &

lSg)ncopt almilar to "henor anang thleves, ' a kind of underwortd solidarity.

51 (John Colaneri, Tr. Sect. 4-3-58)
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(1) Hever to apply for justice to legnl authorities; .

i
. e
{(2) Never to sesist in the detectlon of crime against oneself or others - |-
(even while dying, the vict!m of an assallant was never to reveal to" '
the authorities the identity of hig attacker); !
(2) Always to ranintoin nileace in the event of a crime, refusing to

i
report crimes to authorities, or bear witness to them; and |

(4) Always to reserve the right of vendetta (the taklng of personal 5
vengennce) to the victims, thelr famiiies, or their friends. i g

(23)
In {tg procticnl opareation, this traditional cnde resulted in an

. .__A_l.._ N
£,

MO R
W RO

N oo
=~ Ol

- (2) Groups Fpltoraizing the Iawleads Tradition

A% P ]
(Vo e o]

L) tad
O

(2‘3)
of the word "Mafia. "

[N R WY
w o

Lad La ) L0 L L
O O} QMU AT
)

wide pread orgon’ tation, "
4o

52 . - 15~

¥ There “ar Deen continenl debate nong observers of the Mafia

wideepread Lrigondeeo which cperated under the protective shield of omerta.
(24) -

.,.,':! ;

Veebstorts Jeftaition continues by de2seribing the other phenomenon

v oo tlen, the bhody of persons imbued with this sentiment which
{n the course of time became a secret eacliety of loosge but

43 congcerning the use of the Tannrie <rpresesim "gecr et asciety™ In referring to

45  the Malfa, The torm "cecret pocinty" fiplies to rome persons & quality of

eziromoly hich murd~y pate in Sio1ly, chlefly Irom motives of vengeance; and

.

1

o
£

’ sﬁ:u gt e

'
L
|

vhich {ogethey with the epiptt of hestl]ity to tha 1oy composes the two meaninga

oy

B —
.

h7 formsal organization which hos neyor hoen adernt 1y establigshed with reference
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t?glhe Mafia. There can be little doubt, however, that a number of Sicilians

10
by, thelr 12wlrs- activities, and consptracies did epitorrize the omerta

12
tri?}ition (refen Vte its hiphort axponent and used a9 a perverted code of
1

hch?'r and di{eciptine) and that these pryrsons were eventually referred to as

M%éosi, and th~ir proupings as the Mafia.
‘ng
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1. THE 1360'S: MAFIA 15 NAMED, ACCLAIMED, OPPOSED |
|

foo Cerenord

bo precise link e boen established betveen the name "Mafia™ and | -
(e proups, gentiments, and practices to vhich tt refers. One theory lndlcatu%\g.'-
hov ihi» Mofia moy have a-quired its name 15 st ont below, | |
i '-T:rl_rtr'rljvwgt;;,fmology I"-}.":.;;rurp

the derivatton of the term “"Mafia" has been tentatively traced to such:
widely ‘liverse origins as the name of an Arah tribe anclently settled in Mef:po;.
rrench words meaning Vto devour, " and Uthe devil’; the geographical express!'on'
TN, T rcforring o the s ceomininous abade of certain Eicilian bandits; and the
jnftisl tettoes of oo Tiodian cleaon altribut<d to Gluseppe Mazzini, 19th-—_Centur}7
Itallen patriot, vhich transiated means ""Mazzind authorizes theft, arson, andii

(26, 27, 28) !

_poteoming,

Crior to 190, the werd Mafia v as 2 seldom-heard expression in th;
“leftian dialeet, B nus Teoncerning o neeny, it is sald to have implied true
cauraar 1l mantinee .‘(?9)

P meaning of 1ou ecourage and ironliness to the average Sicilian

0 the 1°Mh Century v ns of enares conditions! hy the race exparience of the

-17 -
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Si?ilian peopla, which had been perennially bitter. Recourse to legal authority
H 8 i 7 . - -
ipgases of persecution by private enemies was thought to be 8 symptom of

+ 10
werkness, nlmost of cowardice. It was an exaggeration of the sentiment,
12

hi%ﬁ)rically more or less common among latin peoples, that fo appeal to
ln%gagainst offenses involving perronal insult is unmanly, and that the duel
lsltéxe proper means of recovering Inst honor. Adherents of the Mafia, however,
:;nz'{iihnded manyfold the scope of offorses they considered to imply personal

ingglt. Commoan theft, for example, was considered a sign of lack of respect

4 -
mg“;;:atlng that the thicf did not fear vengeance, The the{t must be avenged = -

C 26 ;
b}?personal action, or by the vengeance of relatives or {riends. Obedience to

th%9pervcrte} code of honor known 77 omerta was sald to have been another
(30}
h(%l)ic oned pannly characteviattc, A tho svolution of the word "Mafia”

cq%lnued it canie to connot2 hehavier which is lawless, violent, brutal,
35
aﬁﬁ evil,

038 1863 A Flay Poj ularized the Word "Mnfia"
i It wes in the climate of this “~ngerous set of values that a play

appgrared in Ialermo in 1883 oatitled: f Mafivsi della Vicaria." Vliearia
4y
wzg the groat prison of Palermo; the 1iafiusi (more common spelling

"#gﬁfiosi") vere prisoners, whno duing the course of the drama demonstrated
4g
50
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physical audacity in knife duels. A i9th€entury,Engllsh transtation of the
title of this ﬁlay, {.e., "Ferocs of the Penitontiary, " serves toilndicate the
hemor v ith whiel theon “horoie” prisoners vere regarded, The play became
~«remely popular, tourine Italy and Sicily In an extended run of over three .

thousand performances. In this way the words Mafia and Mafiosi entered the ..

1
cormmon speech of Siclly, and of Jtaly as welt.(3 )

N, Mafia First De_flneqﬂgj:_ "Bravado”

In the first kpouwn attempt to define "Mafia, ' Traina's Sictian-Italian .

Dictionrry, published in 1868, pointed out that the term “"Mafia" Wa's a neolog’iﬂ'n_l"!_
(32) "

|
I
i
1
i

{now expression) meaning W eavardo,

F, Mafiosl Deciared “"Toaitisans” by the Ttallan Authorities

After the liberation of Sielly from the yoke of the Bourbons, the

1
collahoration of some Mafio~i in the Carbonarl which had perhaps alded the j‘

Adonnfall of the Raurbens v =~ given recagnition by the new Italian Government.

Most of the Mafiost vrre & “1aroed to have been “partlsans.” With this

presifee hehind them some '1nfia leaders went to the new parliament and the
(97
pnarlinmentarians aceopted them with honor.

T. Mafia Crimes Multipli~d
Meanve h’l?g aq thoiv leadrrs worn br.ing “f)ni"ed in the new parllament’

other Mafiost are said fo have redeubled their crlminal activities. Murders and

-19 -
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' the provineen of Falermo, Trapani, Agrigento, and Calf&niSsetga) but fewer in

N ki

i
the old Mafia as the "Stuppagghiar{” (;'stoppers"). The ""stoppers” not only . g o
falled to best the Mafia but in time joined forces with It. Thus the Mafla : -
eontinned to emerge 29 a sironger and increasingly terrible tyranny over

(35)

Sicilinn affajrs, :

H.  The Mafia Spread across Sicily

Thosa wha adhered 1o the Mafia attitude and conduct were of many
deerens, extonding Into moest secial classes, though Mafia was most firmly

establizhad {n the rural ~vers among peasants and the large landbolderbr'Th;

s -

attitude and conduct had many adherents in western Sicily (e.g., esp'eclally'i_n o

ik

v

the eastern provinces, In v!rfually; fll areas of Sicily, there were some Mafia
ardherenta by the latter part «f the 19th Century.

Tt must be notad thot in the beginning persons with Mafia sentiments *
Atd not nocessarily consider thamaelves criminals, nor did they all.necessarnyr
partictpate in eriminal 2ctivitlos. A large number are said to have violated no
gtatutory law. Thelr cortacts with criminale it is ald vere usuailir motivated by
the degire to prevent off>na~= amainst themeelves, rather than to commit them

36)

arinst ot}gnrs. Tho cenaenuanees of Mafia were nonetheless grave with reference

to the puhlic safety. T ~fusal to report offenses to constituted authorities or to

. -!__'
":‘."‘.:!é' "
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I11. TRE 1870'S: THE MATIA RECOGNITED AS CRIMINAL BANDS, :*
MANY MAFIOSI D7 FORTED, OTBERS FLED TO AMERICA !
A A Few Definition Appearad
In 1876 Mertillare's dictionary is said to have accepted the meanlng ,' "
of Mafia as "‘gang.” Another source has indicated that a more accurate | ;
definition wnder the circun-atances of the time would bave referred to the Mafia
as a muuber of small eriminal bands, (37) ‘

. An Cfficial Describad the Mafia, 1874

The Public Security Deputy of Siculiana, Siclly, writing in 1874, Is + =

Ty R
eoid to have decerthed the > afia of the 1870's in part as follows: (38) :

LI vish to say that the Mafia, th~ evil plague which 18 responsible
{nr all unroat fm'* crime in these Sicillan provinceg, does not have

any sot rules for procedure, as far as I can tell, It i8 nothing Other;
uthority which ll

- i

than a profession, a trade and an unruly abuse of 2

physically and morally exereised,
o
“»Morally, by tho-e bigwigs who impose their ideas, good or bad, on
thoir cubjests vhe cannot oppose them or neglect to carry them out.

They mnnot refurs {o obey bec*au.;e they see thelr own ruin in thelr
refusal. .

e criminals who {mpose thelr supremacy on

Ihvni_cgj.]v by tho
everyone hy varicus means.  They compel the weak or their
accomplices to comimit those criminal acts which damage public

order or soejal morale so much. '

" A single comment, a single act of refusal is enough to bring down
tho vrath of the Mafia.

‘i
e
._!
|
|
F
[
&
i“!
3
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“Yenee it 18 ovident that the Mofia has a hold on every class of
cerfrty, Infaet, it ie goenin the clergy in the form of sponging.
Tt plealed hy eopeentitions heliefe un lor e form of voluntary
shepite. Indhe euicicers v, heeause of the abrolute command
CUich pn one o re Tane, ieact of all o cervant or a dependent of
cevea pobleran v ho hare't vyt abandoned his feudal ways, Proof
of th1s is eeen in the protoction and asylum which the great
Iandovners afford the thicvea in the country and in the city. They
alse glve them the opportonity lo go through thetr possessions
vithont fear of pntchpernt, The Mafia 1s s-on in other clasges
aeompedt enpebliner, vasosey, intrigues, highway robbery, and
the groany othoe ¢ fpeeg » ich Bave been cominitted and are still

Dodne copapdtied in Ahees nrovineos,

“roogm what Thave <add an 4o this point and bocause of my limited
wpovledge, 1 cannot say vhat the main cenicrs are. To my way of
thinking, 1 would any that they do not exist because of the lack of
an rpoyopricte and distivrt orenization,

Tt fior Miet ot ot the nymen of e e vho, because they
are ey {ont anl frope Tin the provinee, £re th- greatest obstacle
to fighting and oareontin g (0o Tafla,

‘In the sccond Bi<t, T vill name the subordinates of the bigwigs
uprn whom the cont-rsg are dopondent, whoe Jdemrand obedience, and
vho attep pt to instill fear in others, regariless of whether they do
coem thefr enp neeord o vhether they wern instructed to do so. "

The Mp_!;gm__],j-_o‘__-q“x~]__§')g_c‘ as ot Cne _l)‘_r.g_ a Fumbrr of Associations

(. Th “Cosehe” or Anrocinticns
- . o (39)

In~tanp Mosea, a etudont of »"afia histeorv, has poipted out that the

rvﬁgﬂa wng not ene rast assorintion of metefactors with a bierarchy of leaders

0
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bgsrnthnr a nurber of ematl autonemons agsociation:. Tach association was
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calles n cosea (the SictHian Sialecticism for "tuft”), having 2 membership of
fr e G fiffeay na o pade thenaly agme were dorger,

flora e cnget t o m alactton of ehiefs, authority being wielded

Ly cvebere long adtiolo T b oo e who divecto the movements of younger i

ac~azlatee  eupsrintended doalines with virtime,and divided booty. g

Th couche, o th v iera pollectivety raferred to, punished

+

freatee Tiestion prooer el - Tee ontn and eapeoially the misappropriation of

wore cometivies punigshed vith deth,

7, Relations bt een faseclations and within Them Often Antagonistic P

Ve yeiafien s bt oo cighboring eorela might be cordial or 80

antagoristic that Aficutties = ~ul? have to bo oottind by shooting., The greatest -

nummher of murders grow oul of rivalry between cosche or members of one

coons,

i
!
|
)

3. Mo Convantinnal Jizae or Pasavords for Necognition

Lhile it 15 unirue that »2mbers of the various coschg used conventional

vords and ge tures o recorrUos one ancther, they did have peculiar mannerisms,

incluing prommetaticos of <o stakn words, fr-qurnt use of others, and a certain
furtive and cbaffling © pres o=, Foanv cxnezicprced Sicilian, these betrayed

connection wlth & cosca,

- 25 - . 1

|

j

|

!
o/ o . rog
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booty. These actg veore eon i 219 violations of the Mafta code of honor, "and



4. Crimes: Chiefly Cattle Itugtiing, Extortion, Kidnapping, Murder

CO=1 VUt £200 A

! The cosche engaged chiefly in cattle rustling, extortion, and
10

deeasional kidnappi~g for ransom. COften an ally of the cosca would offer to
12 -

r%gover s{olen cattie for the owner, and if such an offer was accepted, the

c%ale would soon be found wandertng about the countryside and the "friend"”

x T - "

end N e

Yo
.

w?étld be Indemnified for his "expense” to the extent of a third or a half of rJ‘#""’
tl%!? value of the cattie, Ilurder, of course, was conunon, growing out of i
i'g*.ialry b;tweon Miafiogl or between groups of them, y . ]
glé 5., Controlled Extortion: A widespread Protection Racket S -i’*

26
zg - In rerions where agriculture was intensive, a tribute system
.78

pfdvailed, Every landowner or tenant pald to the cosca an annual tax higher
y _ ==l
Ug%n the combined imposts of the gnte, province, and commune. Refusal

33
tgipay was punished by destruction of trees and vines and the slaughter of
35
u%?stock. Ietters demanding the deposit of a sum of money at a designated |

pg.gce or its consluntecat to a desis nted messenger were a method generally

4
uﬁgd by novices,
b2
43 A cosca, throvsh more v lneg yeiled threats, would often induce
44
aﬂ'lz.ndov.rnex' to entruet the marvketinT of nroduce to one of its members, or to

1¢re his estate to persons in thelr confidence. In the first case, small thefts

L9
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nften haif of the lease price,

wag extracted.

e
by novices not agsoclated with the cosca were prevented, a part of the produce \

being appropriated as payment by the cosca itsell. In the second case, a rebaﬁc.»g

Collaboration beiween the cosche wag seen most often in cattle rustling

Two or more cosc_tig cellaborated.

"""" iR

Stolen oxen and sheep would be dispatched to

g a rommane fifty or more kilometers away, secretly butchered, and consumed.:' ’f{?

Stolen horses and mules vore sometimes sent as far as Tunis, where the Maflosi
L

2 s
3 had connections with Sicilion emigrants, - * it

Attempts at Prosecution Thwarted by Lack of Evidence; RJuted Manoal

Deported, Many Perfected New Methods, Some Fled to U. 8,

=

Mafla,

could be identified he could prove an alibl, and the youths who actually had

b

The Italian Government was sald to have been powerless against the -

Althcurh the chicfe of the Mafla were snid to have been fairly well known,

3k the pdlice were able to offer no evidence but popular report. Even when & cluléf..;

¥

SRR ] '.w_:'u
“ -

perpetrated the offen~es w 're vrknown. Vhen the latter were arrested they ,

rarely gave information abnut those who had ordered them to commit an offense,

for they would ther nt only he condemned but also forfelt Mafiist honor

and the help customarily given by the cusca to captives of the police.

Tn 1877 and 1878 a government cammpaign against the Mafia took place.

About 1878 Prefect of Molice Maltusardi, in whom the Italian Miniater of the

-27-
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1 ) .
2 '- i '.\) ! I
3 .
4 ;
5 -
Ligerior is rait to have vested authority over all Sicily, exiled to the coastal ] }-’«5‘
7 R
i:8.nds seversl hundred criminals nuainst whom preccise evidence was lacking. R
;10 Fatsr the casche are eal! to have reorganized and to have perfected ‘
N 2
1
tli‘g romatho ooaf apspation,  Mfony f the “Yaftos) are said to have begun to
1L 40
plsctice trade s from which they o b appear to live. 40) :
16 y
ig Large numbers of the Mafiosi are said to have fmmlgrated to P

Aé aricn durine the T*allo 1 eampaign ~eningt the Mafia In 1877-1878, many
(100-42302-317, encl, p. 7)
ogéhﬂm gofae 4o Mow Nlaana, o ihie aonnectfon it s noted that followlng .
23
t2% murder of Chlef of Folice Davisd ¢1, Jennessy of New Orleans, in 1830,

25
l%’ﬁlirles revenled that one of the c~ures of the dozens of unsolved murders

YL

T N S
. I

lvégIew Orlzans prios to 139 (the o wetigatlon of which was sald to have

bgpught abeat Mepnersy's omur?2r) - a olioged to hava been a struggle for

32 (41)
a?:l}remauc, between Mafiy factiong, one of them kuown as the "Stoppaghera. "

”léig latter grounp may have heen elements of the Mafia faction described

ST Tege

138[1@ 1890w a5 the "“tupragahiagi,
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STCOTES INDICATED TTIE MAFIA NOT AN ORGANIZATION —

Iv. TIF 1860'S: [OLITICAL INFLUENCE ACQUIRED BY THE MAFIA; L

i olitical Influence nfter Zxtension of Voting Franchise 1882

“he chisf obsticls to logal action agalnst the Maila in the 1880's is. .
Lt
gald to have been the growing political Influence 1t acquired as a result of the | "

extersion nf the voting frasehise in 1782, The poorest classes were glven th“:-1;';.g

[ 'S Py

¥ R, R | T Al s mddm e m e se e
w ne LUBL :!. ouc l.ﬂl,y were LIVEL Saba

vete,  Thev were not Inrpeiy representos

_Ah

]

Vit the poMlee on balnllof "7afiosl; and [orend thelr {avers in other waya, . .
|

i, {tudies vkre Made by Concerned Cfficials: The Mafia Was Not Consldered

To lle a Conventional-1ype Urganization :

‘Al.,_-‘

During the 1870's and 1880's several Rallan scholars, police officials,
(43)

and partfamentarisnag pttacked the problem of the Mafla in an attempt to analyze

the phenomenon and deterr-in2 what could be done to eradicate its evll power in
Jician affadre.
(44)
n 1877, Cluseppn Alongl, sald to have been 4 police official and

rloga student of th~ *Talts, published a book called "La Maffia." This study and

R -
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3
i
5
6 8
: 7 ) - El; '
otlgor inquiries by the Barons Franchett! and Sydney Sonnino were seen in 3 .

10

pergpective by a later writer vho made these comments: Rather than being .
12 ' i

a dgventinnal-type organization, with a fised code of rules and a recognized ?
14

bo%g of ofiicers; a secret society; ¢ loose freemasonry such as that which B

caéé)ind anarchists of all countries together in sympathies if not in form; or.

g ’
1 pppitical leacue, the Malfla might inatead be referred to as a social
21
ph&tymeneon, 2 product of instinct ameng a people who had, under the brutal
23 . » .
'iag;gﬁism of the Dourbons, and the extortions and oppressions of the Bourbon '

f‘.:oége, lost all respect for law and all {dea of an tmpartial and {mpersonal )
iﬁ!!?gcé between man and man. Thesa forces ""made each man an Ishmael !
1m§§1g his fellinwea and gaprend nn erenntinl épirlt of annrchy.” The "moral"
10'%7;3 that developed “"turned upside Adnown all the accepted notions of honor
m%gnorality. " Though neither an open organization nor a secret society
1n g‘;e ordinar v gaenge of the terms, ~nd thoagh it had no central authority, - } |
10%§)vernnmnt, and no lavs, yet “"the cronps of Mafiost, who were to be

'on.ﬂ%i in every tovyn and villaee undrr loral chiefs vere more or less
4y
~omnected with each other in sympathies and common formulae of action,

ug
j_ﬂt‘g by open bonda. " It is this unlque form of organization which prevalls

Lo
o3
51 :
52 ‘ oy
I
2 ~ - 30 -
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The Mafia is said to have worked all the more effectively for being
thue tensely organized or voluntarily united for specific operations. The Mafia |

presented in effect 2 “many-linked chain of hunan connection” and of secrecy,

1

the virlation of which was punishable by death. It was this contaminating .-

|
conncction that gave it an invisible strength. It penetrated into every sphere of !

ol .

gorial 2 in Siefly, "from the peasant working in the {lelds to the government

fficio!  in his hureau, fror the eriminal {n the dock to the maglsfrate on the
(45)

N

berich,

- 31 -
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v THE 1899'S: MORE ARRESTS OF MAFIOSI; MORE EMIGRATIONS OF iR
110 MAJ 1051 B
b !
12 :
Al3 Arr-o~te in 1792 ’
14 T .
:112 In “opterrber, 1892 about 159 Dfafifosi were arrested at Catania, :
Si%g{y. Antonio Cutrere. chi«i of police in Palermo in the 1890'§,conducted ,\
79 (46, 47) R
appg<tond 1 eompntyn aoeincl the Fiafing
21
B22 “mirrotiona
23 o ' T - < : »
| gg The chief result of the atfack on the dafia in the 1880's {s saidto -7 1,;
26 U.UG 42303-317, p. T} . i po
hag been that Madlost agaln ervigrote d ahroad, Instances of the arrival of L
28 . i
7

M28osl in th~ Vv York-Mey Joroe - Peonmsylvania area during the 1880°s

30 (100-42303-282. p. 4; 62-75147- Sub 37, Ser. 111, pp. 271 - 272)
angfle:uly 1o e hgoe boon Aeserihnd
2

P
‘g% STANDANID ACCOUNTS 1 115 MINETELNTH CENTURY MAFIA [
| s
37 - “ "_',T"ﬁ" ?_j'
A38 Ihm Aseariagive Tie !')
-39 b
ﬁg TiHEM Copec Toten s an ottt whos coserfplion of the Mafia at

thg’gﬁlll‘n of the pros-nt contuvy vt o ciddely wesd by offictals and others

inggrosted in pinpolnting the natarc ~ob oprrations of the 11atia, has indicated

46
thbg the “"afina was not to be contider 1 a seet, a cult, nor yot an assoclation

h:ﬁ«gng convontioni rules, reodatiens e bylavs, JEyas to him an instinctive
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racisl grouping; an attitude; a form of conduct; and a sense of being superior to ¥
marel, social, or nollfical law, The Mafia, said Paton, was a phase of Sicllilﬂ
socirty, not A compnet organivation of fndivicduals bound together by oaths, nor:

a serret society of members who recognized one another by grips and pasawort"ls,f
b

but rather “a state of orial immorality tacitly acquiesced in by an lndeﬁnitef i

numler of “icilinn=, vho order thelr living and regulate their thinldng accordlj

(48)
to a code of othics called omerta. Disregarding social law and accepting omerta,

Mafiost are gulded by its teachings and by it reguiate their lives and adjust tﬁegr
(49)
relations to their {ellow men,”

t
wt T e
PR e B N ]

o
Omerta wae not ocpressed as a code of ethics In 80 many words, but

freplied in on undervevid <lang consisting of popular sayings, proverbs, and

apothegme, in a varlable Sicillan diatect. Omerta was a living discipline kepll :

alive in the minds of there v hose criminal tendencies made them favor it and {.
becewre instruments o(fﬁ?t n turn it encouraged them to make themselves I -
independent of lav' and socicly, forining themselves Into a virtual "conspiracy

of the =tro:w and masterful 2eningt the weak and fear!&g?l')' Only- a-small

minority of Sieilians weore £aid {o be veritable Mafiosl, but this masterful,

active minority, in~plred by the spirit of evil, “having omerta in their hearts,
(52)
terrorized the unormanized, timorous, passive majority, the peaceable citizens."

- 33 -
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‘ g The whole fabric of the Mafia rested on murder, wrote Paton, the . ! :

10
throry of omerta being that the aseassin was always lurking near and prepared

12
td 3ct his po 5?%)
14

%2 Paton referred to the tafia as the assoclating of evilly disposed S
b%gaons who without formal organization consorted together for furtherance , w*
9

o20ommoen interests, Vhen it served their purpocns they 2cted together in
21
c%%cert in d~tinnce of law and erd=r, V. ben their interests changed and

cﬁ‘éshed they quarreled among themeoelves, and by thelr vendettas threw the e 7 "
cppmunity into disorder while they murdered or committed outrages without L ‘;_J’
.28 (54) o TR
1€90r hindrance. b
30 :
%% Ihe “neyrlopredis Dritannten, taking 15 Aata (rom the works of
s%?{eral writer< on the early “afia in Sicily, procoeds no further in attempts i
b N g '

35 .
taglefine the associative tlie than to say: "The members of the organization o f‘ ,
%7 et 1
' - (55) A ::
vga'e not very numeroms but hound "y close ties of {~llowship...." ; ‘

9
ﬁg Francis Morion rf.{‘ﬂ.w_[orc', another obs~rver of the Mafia at the turn

Ogghe contury, poluted cat that Mafia adherents wore not bound {n their

Ly

absociation with each other Dy prermise of secrrey nor oaths of obedience,
L6

tgﬂ by Interest and necessity on th» one hand, an- the strong Sicilian sense

ogghonor' on the other., ™ The purprse of nssociating with others of like

51 -
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mind and pperating together in an organized way meant protection, for the -

!
{
l
2ofin conld ronjhilate its i7oloted eneivies, 2nd in criminal cases It was almost "
" i
!

Pmnorathin ta canyfet 2 2alineg due to the totnl absence of witnesses against

hin, (56)

. Crpanirational Yeoctures _ o

e it e ke i T b

1. Thn Yocal Chief (" Copo Malioso”)

_— e o R

eton pointed oul thet in eacl Jocnlity in which the Mafia operated,

tho percon voith the greatect capicity for evil, tlxc clevercst cheat, the most

daring villain, the moest truculent bully, or in a word, the ableat Mafios0 became '
5

the 1~ader of the Mnfla, This superlative malaefacter, said Paton, was called tbe

Ceara Tiafio o, e rpled Aespatically until o stronger person killed him or '

o'
urarpen his o uthorig" ) Croooford added that o man's position in the Mafia was {the

result of his personal influcnce, his reputation as a man of so~called honor, w_{hlc!_z

!
misht alterww s ba saemae-Led by the {oree of circumstances until he became"

a "Cepo Mofiose, " an acknowledred chief. As such bis prestige was so increased

thot Wia fotlaw citizens appoaled to him to settle their differences both in matters

of byrinese  and in maestion of “honor. ” His house became the resortof all -

thore who had diffieniti=a {2 decide or who needed help from the “friends, " as the
Mafiost eonrmonly enlled errh other. (?g)spite of his fixed hatred for the concept
of constituted law, the "Capo Mafioso' took care to use scrupulous exactness in

dealing with those who came to him for ascistance. This inspired conIlcienc_e‘{#,_;;i
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ang! created the rort of “moral deanatism™ on which the Mafia relled for its :

56
QX%B{G!HCFS )(* ‘zfmllm _situntion war to b Iound In Sictlian- Italian communities

T

inl2meorfen, ~rectine oot i the prinds of many obe rver s concerning the

e

aciagr\i Mofla cosnoption of prospeine ot Dasinesg Teaders in these communities :

g

aslf}m!r earvices were seught pot ouly by the criminal element, but also by '
18

pergeona not holieved to be pasoctat~1 «ith the andervorld in any way.)
20
2l The e Piatigea  ree rding to Crovfor?, might be a lawyer, a
22

o " . . .
m-‘é%hnr af th~ moapictaal or even o the provinei?l council, or a deputy, even : » .

P
a Qghinet minicter, rising to moral control of the whole society "simply by - S e
27~ D erip
higprostice ond predeminant will, it never by any sort of election or
M-—-Eg—ﬁvaw-k- ————— e - i LI I
mﬁ:ohinorv n~tha “Mafig hat none, 7 ont before ntinining such posts, however,

—_— 1_ .- L e it et -

th%gw.ﬂ.fin Irndey bad evdinecily Preor o a rich man, Peause it would be

314 2 s - a s e W = - a n - . Ao E ] A _ _ 'y .
orastically impoosibl~ to nake o centract {or any public work or to carry it |

36 (60) S P
oulTwithant hi= intarvention, f

38 . '

39 2. fheToeall trata '

40 e e

Th~ 1nnnl " 7lapo "{afiri)  cenaht to secure as his partisans (his gang)

scitdetv. Ths uppar-ctass Mafioso  (CAlta Mafla®”) was powerful and rich, or ‘
4
hag’geatnbllc‘wd hi=s reoutation ne an jneolent, fearless, cruel, and influential

mgg The lower clasces {called "Presa Mafia') murdered, robbed, abducted, :

2 ’
23 - 36 - p
gl e
56 i
57 i
58 l
59
60 .
61 , .~
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or committed arson on command of members of the "Alta Mafia."” Tacit 1
|
|
E

understanding ordinarily ~xistod between these two strata, so that the "Bassa

Mafln perpetrated the most hotnous of erimes “at the nod of the patron's head

61 K
or the wink of his eye. {61) S
3

2, Alliances botween Gangs

The "Capn VMalloso” invited alliances with hig counterparts in other

Hstricts. They made common cause against all enomies “only so long as their

(62) o= S

jcint interests were subserved by their unholy league. " R
. .r ‘ Vo

4.  No Complcte or Compact Association: A Pyramid of Patronage |

Faton pointed out that deapite the oceastonal discovery of an actual
criminal soctety in one or onother of the afi2-ridden localities, and despite tl;o 7
ex;edient relationships that might or might not exist between certain local chiegs,.
the Mafia wasg not a compact assoriation; and insofar as Sicil\y at large was ;P
concerrned there vae no onr cal open oreend=ntion of Mafic(ss?

:
Crawviord indi{eate} that due to the patronage system that appeared to

k2 part of the Mafia way of fdoine things, the local chiofs in the outlying districts

vere alvays in communication vith those of the city, cspecially Palermo, who

had acquired broader and noore tmportant connections and influence. The country

chiefs tended to defer to or appzal to the chiefa in the cities. This patronage
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2 ",_z) =

3

4

5
nﬁrrowe-! noierally to a {0 chief potrons, generally in b alermo, who were et

é o (64, 65)

Igtimately #<- ~eiated and in turn eometimes deferred to one hiead,
:10
Tad Cpolifiest theorict whe hos tnken the Intler view into consideration

12
hi.ﬁ const s 0 T e 3 syttt thet {hin §oofin evalveel rome sort of _
g%igg-ngt_i_g_:}jj‘ soovdination in thic ey, its central direction settling in .

1 '
Pf.germn. Tha gonree indicated, however, that such power structure would S T
: hl 9 !
fitlente tho oo nmeaie andd ;.71;"“{5["_"]‘ ctrnetara of Pir_ril;r rather than reveal any

21 an

! (55) :
172"‘?{01‘ ;_?1-"—‘-\ ST opriesine] oroeniantion,

24 . X . . . . - ‘

55 ICie coraibdn thel ineafee na oveanization of the Mafia was concerned, !

26
abyve the love? of the Toeal Fanga, the N nfia could be considered to represent sy
28 . !
addione, it pvyomaiof vatronoeey it jts hirhest polnt in Palermo, the
30 ;

c%%{er al =alifienl coficity oot Iviipaea tyopgantiane,

33 1
34 ;
39
36 ,
37 - |
38 : b
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VII. 1800-1919: THE PALIZZOLO CASE; IMMIGRATION TO THE U.S.; i
THE PETROSINO MURDER
K

A, The I"zli 7010 Care

The case of Baren Tioffacte Palizzolo, a reputed Mafia leader of

P
f;"
I

Talermon, Sicily, at the turn of the century, is cited {requently as a classic

excrople of the Mafin'= capact!y for "fxing” court cases involving their elements .

*

and {aking revepge ~2alnst viteenges who ooight dare to testify against them.

Although Pallzzolo was eventusily convicted of murder in 1902, the stabblog . |
nurder in question occurred in 1893, The case had shuttled from one court of 11
- ‘ .

‘agaize* to another, revealing, 1* i3 said, a moclkery of the law as one magistrate

00y

O
after ansther binndly refused tho ros nor\"ih‘hty for final declsiogi. !

High police officials thewcelves are said to have later confessed that

' s
. .

they had been well aware of Pallzzolo's activities, and could have helped to ok )

|

convict Mim.  They awalted bl death many years later, however, to bitterly ,
forry

P |
dennunen E}Hh'-’. The tri) i o to have cart the Italian Government not less

68 ' C
than a n1llion f'ollar(@. )me vitn~asos are reported to have heen murdered,

- ‘ 69
and Tallzzolo bimself i =aid 1o have eventually gained his liberty. )

*A court of apprals in criminal cases, (M, Miushkovich, Tr. Sect., 6/10/58)
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Altheagh there Is no imreediale possibillty of wholly verifying

AV Lo

t'és classic story at this time, it s~rves as a characteristic illustration of

9
tloMalin ropatation for influence i1 high places, and for horrlble
Ll
vdZreanes, o oport af the legend of “'alin that has elf~-tively silenced
13
p%ﬁin?_i:{l wltenages fopr many years,
2
16 . . i .
Py7 Vaves of Emigration from Siclly
18
g Tha dacades of the 1890 ayw mouting emigration from SIC“}'

ey QLOO—IZSU.’S -200, p. 2) )
t€kountvica shrasd, nolabily to A eeoriea. Tathe first decade of the present
22 ,

[
(‘gﬁ*,xary, Cletlon Invtgrants coove inomeasive waves (o settle in the large o
[ B

25 , -
“mpgropolitan canters, espe 7 In New York City. Em
27~
t@Rountries 2hrood in 1005 involve 1 approximately 103, 000 pzreons, while in |
29 (70)
1%?‘3 the Peare reperiedly reache 1 127, V),

%'; i maiopity of the Siefling jendgrants Py the United States were
34 f
r3g criminala,  Aony of them carriod with them, bowever, the mores and ;
36 ;
c3Ttoms of pan-co-operntisg with 1~ Ja -~ that wers to make them easy prey
39 (71)
fﬁg the small pereeentage of their nembery who were veritable paflost.

4
(uglg The Tetrosino Murder .

s et
4i The Sicitirn-Italian com-nmitles of New York and other major

45
(ﬁ?ies in the Unlted States espericneed o relgn of terror that reached its

cﬂgmnx in the first decades of the present century. This so-called

50
51
52 ‘
53 - 40 - |
54 C
'35 !
56 ‘
57
58 |
59 |
60 .
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“Plack Fand" period was characterized by a great wave of extortion, bombinge,

(72) |
placltmatl, and murder attributed in many cases to elements of the Mafia. In
1070 after waming virtually 2 one-man campalgn against the terrorists in

New York City, Licutenant Ciuseppe Fetrosino of the New York City Police

DB~partment made a trip to T2lermo, one of his objectives being to study the Mafia

at fir=t hand.

Tetrosing was murdered on the street, at Marina Square {n Palermo,

73
on the cvening 92__1_@_@:_1_1‘_1{5:_2_1. Hin murder went unsolved, though years later

one Vito Cascio Ferro, a nctorions Mafioso of New York and Palermo, was
acenasd of having personally ambuched Petrosine, and in the Mafia trials of

1930 fn Steily received a sentonee for this ctlme among others. (74)

- 41 - |';




Sy |

Oor, 1010-1920; MAFIA ACTIVITY CONTINUED DURING THE WAR YEARS
“"AND INCREASED AFTER THE WAR o

.9A,  Mafia Activity Persisted during World War I

10
}i; i>uring (he perind of the First World War, large numbers of the
1
l'gaunger Liofinel are said to have gerved in the ranks of the Italian Armed .,
15 r
16orces. g
17 3
| }g Meanwhile, Mafia activities continued in Sicily, sustained in large :
,E,Sart by the older NMaftosgi, and those who had deserted {rom the Armed Forces.
22
ohater procacutions were to reveal that extortion, murder, and other crimes
24 ('75) B *

 25ttributed to the Maflosl had persisted during the War years,

 prr——— l

26 :
| f%ﬁ Postwar Crimes Reached a Striking Figure .
29

30 The return home of Ricilian troops after the War brought back to ;

31
32icily a mimber of the younaor Mafinst, and would-be Mafiosi, now practiced

33
3 the a~ts of war,
35

%,6{, Lurlng thelr absence, it is rald, the older Mafiosi and the deserters .

. 8 .
%l;ad esinhlished a monopely §n Mofia operations that they were unwilling to

B TS, W

40 :

Lrelinquish. Perhaps in part due to this factor, and in part to the probability
42

ﬁ?lat moany families had awnited the retnrn of their menfolk to effect vengeance

ﬁ@)r offencen guffered during the “/ar years, unsolved murders* are sald to have

b7

ygeached a ririking figure following the War,

49

50Italian 2uthoritizs have vend the high incidence of unsolved murders as an
g%index of Mafia pctivity in certain arers.

53 - - ;
54 42 ’
l'__-)s it '
56 Lf
57 '
58 |
29
0 U __.;“:. i .
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In one province, that of Agrigento on the southern shore of Siclly,

hindye 1 of insolved murder a are reported te have been perpetrated in the

76
yoeor 1940 r‘l(\-n’-‘(. )

Probably the etrengrst campalgn ever lrunched against the Mafia . . .

nr\n\mgnﬁnrl in 109"\‘ [
WAL [ 1 A addair, LR |

a mendnte from the then Premier Benito Mussolini to wipe out the Mafla, Aften -

(18)
a [irathand stady of the sitoation, he began a vast campaign.

tlori {s rald to have chorson his assistants from the Reale Carabiniert

o
(knovn In English ag the Noyzl Military Police), most of those chosen being i
Sleflinns themaelvaes,  After months of selection and briefing, Mori 18 said to i
)

have eont many of his men in dispuise to knovn Mofia centers to col.lect evidence,
Fwentually, he dispatched eiretars purporting to have come from Mafla
"hendymartars” in Palermo, instracting 1ocal chiefs to meet at certain designated
places eon 2 particular day. Urged on by the disguised Carabinieri, they
assembled, and were taken into custody. One estimate places the number of

79) _
local chiefs apprehended in this vay at SS'J. (NYT 5/2/29 p. 2)




