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VIOLA LIUZZO MURDER
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GENERAL INVESTIGA ‘m DIVISION O
The informant is Gary . a.1as Rowe . : :
who furnished information leading to the .

arrest of subjects charged with the murder \
of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. .
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® UNITED STATES GO 'MENT
L] - \/ DoLoot.'i-.—.—
Canper ————
Memorandum QF" am—
Fell
- Gﬂlc—f
TO :ﬁ!;.,Belmont paTE: May 20, 1965 efmr——-
] ’ - Tml:
t o ow g 1 -« Mr. Belmont Eﬁfﬁ;::
FROM : _A, Rﬂ§§ﬂ’ 1 « Mr, Rosen Y Hotmesp
— ' 1l « Mr, Malley oy
1 - Mr. lcGowan '
SUBJECT: EUGEN§ THOLAS, ET AL; l - Mr, Hines s
VIOLA ‘L1U.Z0, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS R 1 2
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAVS IJQ,‘E-‘
Gary Thomaabnpwe, our informant who furnished JA
Infarnmadbdinm ddnmdtdfolons $ha achdand s o ccmmo Lmne Aham -
AAVA KM VAWV AUTUHLVLLYALE LUT DUUTVLD Lt«'byuuﬂ.lulc 10X v
hootin o v

iola Liuz n Lowndes Count Alabama ? -

vuring fpril, 1965, Howe was returned to Alabama to teSttry {/\
against svbjects before Federal and state grand juries and ~

on 5/3/65 he was returned to Alabama to testify in the state |
murdey triaol of subject Collie Leroy Wilkins. Since the trial,

which copoluded with a hung jur h" £
o

: accompanle y =
11mingham Office who was handling the informan

of the _
the timc he furnished the initial information identifying w\
the subiccts in this case, It was felt necessary that iV
SA accompany him during the crucial period of his
appearances before the grand juries and at the state murder

trinl '|n nrdor +a dmecniroe hia neatondtinm amd #a mndmdadn
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effective control over him, _ -

L N

— !t is not anticipated that his testimony I
-will be necded in Alabama before the retrial of Wilkins or
the ipitial trials of the other two subjects Eugene Thomas
and William Orville Eaton which are tentatiwely“Spheduled for
September and October, 1965, L p
§ G 0/ =

OBSERVATIUNS: S RECTI9 O MAY 26 1955

oy ut

and we have ircccived no indication tha e 18

any immcdiate peérsonal darrcr, it does not appear necg__sa&/

at he be accompanied at n'l times by an Agent.
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- TRUE COPY

- Dear Mr. Hoover:

Your comments and letter have been very much ' 'P
appreciated. Our history class was very happy and also proud
to rececive your comments which were very helpful in helping

us draw conclusions.

We under;tand why you can't give us more infor-
mation, and we were surprised that you could tell us as much
as you did. We realize your position and are glad you answered

as you did

- NEALAe

We certainly don't want to be too time consuming--
and if we are, don't bother with us, we understand; but we have
more questions! Living in Alabama, we realize that we are looked
down on by many--especially those in the North. Still we want to
Isee justice done, and that's why I want to question you on the' Liuzzo . -

Case and FBI-man, Rowe. Is this really an FBI agent, and was this
an attempt to infiltrate the Klan? It seems like a good idea, if Rowe

ANAA AAL A AV VIZW ARadnrs MU el RallT & pw e 2RSSR = =SFW

is what he says he is. (This is what I wonder about ) Anoth_er thing

I'm interested in is the U. K. A., and that's why 1 enclosed the . ;
newspaper clipping; some of the issues in it raise questions. What !, /
do you think about KKK and the others? Answer as you see fit, AN
and thanks again! /

Sincerely,

hre
"l g4 4200~ 3 b

Qﬁ“ﬁ 21 MAY 25 1965
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* ...»lmony of an accomplhire,
’ The state claimed Rowe's Ieslimony w  .acked up
e = 'm ohit| DY @ number of FBI agents and a state irooper who ap— l
: pearcd—TSwitnesses. . -
Rowe was the man who broke Lhe case wilhin hours t *
of the time Mra. Lluzzo, a civil rights worker Irom Detroit,
was shot as she ferried marchers between Montgomery and
Scima.
2 Nle_had joined_lhe Klan (ive years .ago_to_spy for
the FBI_He was in the killer's_car_whep the_slaying took A
. place he sald
It was Rowe's teslimony that put into Wilkins' hand
the gun that fired the fatal bullet as two cars sped through
Lhe night.
His testimony also- put Klansmen Eugene Thomas and
William Orville Eaton in the car as participants. These two
men will be tried later. '
A __@tshon for the jury was whcther Rowe himsell was
in on_the killlng “Heé_testified he didnt fire his gun.
The racial aspects of the slaving were woven through-

mit the cace, Mnrnh\r showed Mlre Liuzzo io be 2 member

of the NAACP and SNCC a_wnman_who parlicipated ip the -
Selma to Montgomery _march, and_a while woman who

was drlvu;lgL A_car with a_ Negro_boy_in_the front seat on | A4

the night of her death.

Yie_ghowed the FBI as a group striving 1o _‘break the
hack of_the United Klans of Amecrica.™

Slale prosecuters Circuit Snlicitor Arthur Gamble Jr.,
Counly Solicilor Perdue, and Joseph Ganlt of Lhe state
aftorney-gencral's office told the jury they knew prejudice
. was at the heart of the case.
J They pigaded for_“justice™ in Lowrdes County gnd &
m verdiet_ l.hat_.nnmd_,_rcﬂoct r:cnh[ omj_he_munty_and the
e Sfate of AJabama_in the eycs of the-world.
> The case was covercd by some 4¢ newsmen [rom ciies
in the U.8. and abread in the sciling of a country courlhouso
decp in Alabama, !
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May 25, 1963

Your letter of May 18th, with enclosure,
has been recelved.

In response to your inquiry, I would like to
point out that Ga.ry Thomas Powe furnlshed information to this

| S .

Bureau for which he was compensated; however, he was
not a Cpecial Agent. Since litigation in the case to which you
. referrd has not been concluded, I am sure you will understand
why it is not possible for me to comment as you desire. *

Propmd e
Hritag 4 1oLl ivd ‘-d—ll w 10una ul

As I pointed out in my prior letter, information
In our Iiles must be maintained as confidential. However,
general background information concerning the organization you |

manktl~

The FBI Story"

which may be available in your school or local library.

o At e e g T

by Don Whitehead

Enclosed 18 some material which lhope you and

MAILED §
Y MAY 2 5 1935
V . - \' COMM-FBI
o o _, Enclosures (2)
-_.’.,'.'.::‘I;;; FBI and Civil Rights
‘o] ™ The F1's Role in th
;,.;I', _;: - '

illvu ——
Tunl

Trotter
Tele. R '1;
Gnln-oﬂ ( B

camdy

confidential, .
., SR () g

| “uan. roou("] recervee unr [

your c'nssmates will find of interest,

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

i PR g *—'-r-*wi..,, iy ..;:,,,
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FBI {
]
' : Date: 5/21/65 '
: ]
Transmit the following in 4 3
(Type in plain text or cods) : - :
Via ___AIRTEL AIR IATL ! i .
. {Priority) i
o o o o — —— ————— — —— e . ot o e e . . —————— . . .t — o . . o o o | - —_
/ )) : DIRECTOR, FBI (/#1-23501) A
FRCH:  SAC, HOUSTON (100-10146)(C)
)
SUBJECT: VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0 - DECEASED
1.-CIAL MATTEDRS; -
LTTERNAL 3ECURITY - C
: Burcau letter to Houston, 5/10/65.
A directed in rcfvrnnond ; ntfcr, Hoqgton

has cgirnoeaod the nhote~roriy o0
rceolved icom D,
confirn-t°

that of
persens T

1) pliotogr aph with ’
a, has becn made. Thes \tuo )

L BINIG LGS .

LRI o RYS

Peamentton of

othrr

€3 Borea (ANYRI)
T - Arbuaecuaue (Infe) (An) (i)
ol = Detiolib (Infoz(ﬁn prny L
1 - Hob31l: (Info){Ar)(nr1) 1
2 ~ lourton il

1 - 100-10146) .‘,_'I.’f
1 - 100-1500) \‘n il
IO "HY 2
(~) l 1} Ve
& ”:" L - . -
P - R . .". Y REQ‘_M:
Fat
\ .
3P /7
\. Approved: FAV; Sent

Spécl’d] Aqent in Charge
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k / - CNEFED STAVES GO~ XNMENT : TN - A W:wg:%-—
. ' . : > LASpET
i Mr. Callahan_.
N\, Memorand.m | ke, Comrad
| _ _ Mr. Felt .
‘ . . Mr. Gale
/70 : Director, FBI (44-28601) DaTe: S$-11-65 | M/ 2
| tention: Crime Records Division ' ];55%2 =
'ntowg ]SAC Birmxngham (44-1236) \ 7/ {:‘.r;:::::
y iss Holmes
. ) ! ﬁ(( Miss Gandy__
suBjJecT: EUGENE 'I'IIOHAS; ET ALj . \ V
VIOLA LIUZZO, akag ET AL - VICTIHS

%‘) JUN A

: . % A gt
CR « FL -‘-_Jt-"\!t- l,i—‘.}o"“JC X/:f ,f }!L‘,/‘

] Remyairtel 5-5-65 settinp out information,%gégaab, |

regarding the request of'wnw_r@g |
prevare articles and possiblv a novel concerning the :
activities of GARY THOMAS ROWE, Jr., Bureau informant |
regarding Klan activities, - .

On 5-10-65 mmdﬁb)lmm called me. \@
from New York.and stated he had been in contact with
"The Saturday Evening Post" in New York Citv. He
stated that during those contacts he had determined that
JIMHMY BRESLIN, "New York Herald Tribune," (whom he
described as an excellent writer), had been trvlnp to
"peddle ROYWL's story to 'The Saturday Evening Post,.®®
!HUIF stat2d that he also understood that other writers .-
may be trving to "peddle ROWE's story,” and that, in -
his opinion, it would be a "sad mistake" for ROWE to Sf"
deal with anv writer until his services as a Covernment ;-
witness have been completed in full, 4IUIT expressed .&
the onlnlon that if it becomes publicly known that . !
ROWE is dealing with writers repardinp his storv, '
such information might jeopardize his effectiveness
as a witness in any future trial. . .

B I

No information whatsocsver was furnighed L t;‘E is‘?.
and he was advised that his call would be made a matter '
of record,

The above has been submitted for the Bureau's
information.

' e RT#
{ ?éﬁ?rnfu “
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UNITED STATES GOY" NMENT - Mr. Tolso
' L Mr. Belm
Mr nhl’
Memorandum e
Mr. Callal
Mr. Conn
IREC'TOR FB1 (44-28601) DATE: 5/26/65 | Mr. Peit_
\ Attn: Training Division Mr. Gale.
.n ) lr..f.m
FROM '/‘Vpgac, DETROIT (44-643) : Mr. Eolii
- Mr. Trt
. Tele, Loor
SUBIECT:  EUGENE THOUAS, 'ET AL, Miss Holn
VIOLA L1UZZO, aka,” ET AL - VICTIMS A Miss Gand
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS
For Bureau information only, please find enclosed
herevith a newspaper clipping from the Athens Dally Post
of Athens, Greece, of the rriday, Iay 7, 1965, edition
concerning 1nstant trial,
his was forwarded to SA
ﬁ a personal acquainfance o e
who 1S curreatly traveling abroad. d
his continuing admiration/ vf the Difector and thought
that the enclosed nevspap?r'clipping might be of interest, )
Appreciation haiﬁbeeu expressed to— /
2 . Bureau (Enc, 1) E1Che _ _ :
l - Detroit {
RHS:881
(3)
- ~
\\.\
2%
- S & g Ml 2!
i 2 & (. 2
{ . ' 21 MAY-28 1965
4 Sy
J.UN 11 lfg‘.gfg U.S. Savings Bomif Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan ‘ //
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{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

- Klu Klux Klansman
In " Alabama” Trial ?

HAYNEVILLE, Alaoboma, May | Mrs. Viclet Liuzzo after four doys
6 (UPD) —— An oV . white jury. | of dromatic teslimony.
thot heord the defense occuse the | Defensze ofty, Maft Murphw spent
etoles stor witness of being o | one hour ond seven minutey befo

« white nigger », today, began |re the gy plesding for the tree

deliverating the fote of Klu Klux | dom of ki3 client, 21-veor-old
Cotlie Leroy Wilkins.

Miephy spent much of ris time
denouncing Gory Thomas Rowe,
the FB informont who ‘esufied
Jhe sow Wilkins leon from o spee-
liding cor and fire the shots that

Kiousmen changed with murde-
t L ring Cetroit civil rights workers

killed Mrs, Liuzzo,.

K Rowe ollegedly intiltrcted the
Klan. He soid be wos with Wil-
king ongd two other Klonsimen the
night Mrs Loiuzzo wos shot os xhe

e on{ o negro, Leroy Moton, 21,
o draye along o bare  stretch of |
Al o highway the night of

Muarch 25, o tew hours ofter the
Seimo-to-Montgomery clvil rights
Motch ended.

Reffering to Rowe, Murphy os-
ked the jury : « whot kind of
Immishe?isheo white man or
is he a while nipger ?»

« Whot king o men is hig who
comes into o oternal crgonization
| fthe Kion by hook or crock, tokes
the sacred ooth) ong sees his soul
for 30 pieces of silver ?»
He disregarded Bod »,
Are you dealing with the de-

vil fhimself ?s « con you believe

a mon, tweocherohs of o
roftiesnoke, who would sell  hi
wou. for g litthe bit of gold ?

a He held himself ot o be

white mon, but he's worse than

o white Rigaer >,

— e ————

P

{Indicats page, nome of
newspaper, city and state.)

_? Athens Daily Pos

Athens, Greece

Date:
Ehlhn:
Author:
Editor: VP
Title:

5/7/85

Character:
DT
Classlfication: CR
Submitting Oflice: Detroit

D Belng Inveatigaied .,
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ANTLINL AL ANV Lo L h Y L LAY ALY O

Paul Johnston is the attoiney who is ' _
representing the informant as a result of ‘ ‘
arrangements made Ly the Department. :
Matt Murphy, Klan attorney who re:resents
the three sugfacts, has sued the informant

for $6000 legdl fees for allegedly represent-
ing one dhay
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= DIRECTOR, FBI 5/21/65
- . ' * . ) e . . 3 .
SAC, BIRMINGHAM e . /?- 3’ Vo

pireE .

Y YyroeDd, CALIY opuIk

KESFARCH (CORRESPONDINCE AND TOURS) D —
7 . f T
ReBulet 5/21/85. e ke

L o B
Motter deecribed in Buresu leotter 5/12/65 to Er. a (
% copies,to Dirringhom and Ban Francisco, was diScussed ~
with GARY wov.mSJnon: by Inspcctor JOSEF A, BULLIVAN 5/26/65.

POWE at-ted he r ”“mw.} propoul in the same ‘
light as that gade by WILLIAK ORD HU}§, He has no interes
in contacling RO88 or in having any comercrll exploitati.on ot ‘
his activities as an 1nfornant for: the FBI;.-.,,.H D
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N ¢ O o
FEDERAL JUREAU.OF INVE. TIGATION

'REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DaTE INVESTIGATIVE FERIOD
MO}BIJ& MOBILE 5/25/65 l -4 /20~ 5/19/65 ‘
TTLE OF CAsi ] REFORT MADC BY - i
I IR It s lnb /&
EUQGENE THOMAS;
ER AL: CHARACTER OF CASE .{
VIOIA GRY.GO 1JUZZO, aka; oo
LEROY JUROME MOTON - VICTIMS CR - EL
A
?
REFERENCE ; B~2)>ort of SA-at Mobile dated b7t
hr 3/65. F
- ; - -P - . _.,,L_-.—_“ - Bttt SR
ADMINISTRATIVE: po -

U.S. Attorney, Montgomery, Ala,, or the Departmental Atto
on scene at Selma, Ala., until such time as the Barolu

ishes approval for the dissemination of iﬂl' Tepore,

Rerarding information contained in the second para-
t,raph, Adiinistrative Data, of referenced report, the“Houston
, 2d that information furnished by the~
. ppears to refer to an individual named
M:nd not to victim'n husband,£ANTHON! Jo IIUZZO;

o % L T
T e

No disaeminatlon of this report will be mde to 5
y
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v
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AFPROVED ) v e AT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

5 B:r%:;a; (us-28601) = | K 54’ 294 / 7 7

1 - USA, lontgomery

B Departmental Attorney, Bel 7
1 - Atlanta (44- 156 5){Info) T Juu 55 c ;
1 - Binu 1nﬁham 4 1235)(1!11'0) : ‘ /
¢ - Mobille \-t-'r- 0"': ) 7

e

msi‘m.njrm H' COHD OF ATTACHLD au-onf
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‘MO 44-1245 : .

-

Tie. investigative period of instant report overlapi T
wi¥in the lauvestiative period of the last report due to the §
faét that information is contained herein which shows pre- 7
parator; inforiration concernin;; tihe preparations for te
trial of sarlLject COLLIE LEROY WILKINS at Hayneville, Ala.,

P

on 5/3/65. ) :
: }
1EADS: v
- % {
ATLANTA AND BIRMINUHAM (INFORMATION)!

One copy of this report is desi&nated for the
Birmin, bai: and Atlanta Divisions for information purposes . _ . ...
dive to thn elose proximity of these Offices to the Motlle
DPivision and to apprise t!hem of the status of instant case,

pEY roon -"""";ir5 ; i

MOIILE fff - ;-.“...-,‘_t’ﬁ: f‘ii , f’ T
- R 2 IR P AT L 55 S W~ S
~ AT IAYNEVILLE, ALAPABA: ~W11l ‘fpliow andfreport
results of Stote prosecubion rejarding !iu}ajapj;s THOMAS, = .-

WILKINS and ENTON,: - SRy kY
) L 07‘-"--;: ’ - * ' Y r‘; ) .‘);J: i. 5
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ru:m LEEY, o) U U
S U..i” ) STATES DEPARTMENT OF U “CE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.
-r

Copy 16: l -1.= United States Attorney, Hontgomary, Alabama £
) 1 1l - Departmental Attorney, Selma, Alabama

Repor of SA mbﬂ/ Ofice:  MOBILE
Doate: I‘lay » 90

T A
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VIOIA GREGG 1JVUZZ0;
LEROY JEROHE HOTON VICTIMS

Choracter: CIVIL RIGHTS BIBCTION LAHS '
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Synogsis: Inrormation developéd prior to tr1a1 of £0LL18 .
IEROY WILKINS, 5/3/65, that defense attorney, MATT B, MURPHY,
48 considered the chief "Kioneil" of: the United Klans .
ﬁmerica- that MURPHY would make Eotsibie efforts to have
prosecution witness GARY THOMAS ROWE arrested at time of his
aprearance to testify at Hayneville, Ala,, or would make some
efforts to embarraas Government witnesses: during course of

P
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’ H
Hothing ueveloped regar&ing the mbove hith tha
exception that MURPHY was extremely critical of ROWE during
trial and critized the President and the Government in ,
general for theirliarticipation in the 1nreatigation or the
murder of victim 1IUZZ0 3 s" :

SPNE £ b
ROWE served with Civil pers at Haynsyille, Ala,,
lln'r-{ng i"r"ln'l uhnmhv H_'"RDI-" !\Aﬂ watad - & Q00 4n
attorney!la rees. PR .

RS
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At triel, 573 through 1/65‘ prosecution presented
‘caBe which established ROWE as eyewitness to the killing of
victim L1UZZ0 and corroborating evidence $o support ROWE:!s .
testimony consisted of the identification of ths gun belong-
ing to subject THOMAS which was identified as the murder . N
weaptn. Also established subjects were in the Selmh .«
Montgomery, Ala., area on pertinent date, 3/25/65, when the
viptim wac killed, Cartridge cases found at scene of surder .
‘ é‘o 14 1tified 1n Court [ 33 haring been rir-dyby &wo pon 1, Lo
1

ging h)THQ?S .. _;; ‘Lti*yqtif* 5 g f

. Only derense witrnsaea utilized.hy HURP taiied
to establish strong alibi. . .

*.o . a .y -

7 ﬁhdnemutomln selther recornoepdations mor sosciosions of the FBL nh&bwthMkwhmml-ﬂ
h—hhmwbhme”. . ’
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of 5/6/05 and Jury reported 5/7/65 1t was "hopelessly dead-
14clked." HNistrial declared by Circuit Judge, 5/7/55. In-
Brmation developed Jury voted 10 for convietion and 2 ag ainat.

Casz2 submnitted to Jury for deliberation arternoong .

Various m2rbers of United Klans of Arerica observed
attendin; trial durin_ week of 5/3 through 7/65, Hayneville,
Ala,, who were personalli lnovn to BureaAt gents. '

Fg-P- & T
DETAILS: P s o - |
1 -
: PREI'ARATIOH FOR TRIAL IN -~ ~—p 7 o =umd
CIRCUIT COURT,; JNYNEVILLE, AIABAMA e -

On April 23, 1965, dn article -&pp ared 1A %he .
Mobile Fross Register,-a da.lly newspaper published at Mobile,
Aiacana, under by-ilne oi "Three Men Surrender on Rdukzo = -
Charfes," 'I'hia article 8 8o forth Jn! Substance fq, follows:

- ‘c , \
_ Thrae Ku Klux Kla%rnen surrendered to orf:l.cerB' P
Thursday, on indisctments -chariing thei: with murderdng a white
civil ri1 his worl.er arter the Selma to Montgomery march. ~

. The ‘Tirst dea,ree jqurder indictments were: re':urned
earlier on that day by the.lowndes County Grand Jury at i = :
lHa_neville, Alabara, The Jury was hi-hly eritical of. state- .
meuts iy Iresident JOBNSON in connectiohwith the death.’ or
VIOLA LIUZZO, .a Detroit, llichif_,an, mother of fm“} R
r L
The ‘'Klansnen surrendered in Birmin"hdm and posted .
$10,000 Lond eaclh, .Their cases go on the docket for the next
term of Circuit Court in Haynevillle, Alabava, beglnning May
3, 1965, and oconviction of first-degree wurder camiea [
penalty of death or life 1mprisomnent. ef - o* v i ' -h
: . # 1' .
Althouch the Grand Jury nede fo Bpacifio mention
of any case it 4nvestigated the elphteen members-in their
written raport to . Judze tl:nm THAGGARD, deplored’ the
Naetions and 8batenents bf he President. and others  in
Qovornuent places in oonnectibn with" Mrs. LIUZZO'. death

———

e

"Wa feel tlnt i:hese acl:iona and statementa have oo

m wi et and unfaiyr ahd have treated:tndue’iand nnusualﬂhf :

blemo in thip satter,? the report deel dy :-qur--s- £S5

— K o e s *3'- u.-q .
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’ ‘z: The white nen indicted by the white jury were
EUBENE Ti'OIiAS, a;e 42, WILLIAM ORVILIE EATON, age 41, both
of Deas2.er, Alabama, and COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., age 21,
of Fairfinld, Alabanma.

N

A4 !

] A
The indictments charged tit each man "unlawfully .
and with malice aforethoupht killed VIOLAS GREGG LIUZZO by - .
Bhootin’ her with a pistol." The 1an{;uag$ was identical in = |

e By o~ ot L o % v
each of the three indictmgnts, g
4

[

Tire three men told a news confe;‘ence they were
innocent. "I am not ;uilty and I think I've been ridiculed .. .. .
enoush as it i1s" said THOMAS, The other two made similar o
statements, ' ks 4 :

i 3:

. - s e ]
Thelir, attorney," ¥ATT H. MURPHY 5"'J'R., saia e would -
subpoena the Presidentand.poasibly 'FBI .f)irector Iy AR

JIOOVER Af necesspary i his efforts té fdefend<thd weh, - % - ~

o s - L hild
.

SRR e, Fted ol g g, 4
H2 said they could "not possibly have a fair trial"
“becausc of JOHNSON's remarks about the arrest oih‘rlg)@p’. menfvers,

TR L ssin e iy o s 7+ xrer e o e

LERGY HOTON, age 1c, @ -Selmi Nesro,who aggompanied
victim LIUZZO 8t the tine shs was shot, escaped inJury and
reported the slaying arter'hitcl{}r}g;a_x_'@ée; to Selm."f-.i"‘lib,,‘,‘.“a'

Tha .three -arredtefl Thursday, THOMAS, EATON,'and. "
WILANS, had bteen indicted bty a Faderal Grand Jury on Qivil
Rizhts charzes but the fourtl 'nian, GARY THOMAB ROWE, age 34,
of Biruin hamj; sas not indicted. ‘Hetsubse_que_nm'?p_pemd
as a witue2ss before the Eou.m;y Grand_.‘!ur{;';; S ETT T

The New York Tinas Balid ROWE, a formeér dperator of
a bar in Pirmin_ham, has leen paid as an undercover asent for
the Fedaral Bureav of Investigzation since 1959, -workirng inslde
- of the K, --. R S N R I AR

- ~ g
\ ¥ N7 v, X i

.o : I B . PR SN

_ The Orand Jury heners who returnad éi[;m;ee'n indict-

pents at layneville, Alabama, alsd expressed resentment in

their report over actions of ¢ivil rights proupg which cane

to Lowndes and nei_hborin; cotnties during the drive to .. .

dpaaatize demands ror‘cquaell r,iu;lits f:)r _lfl_e;;roe'a. .1‘_",-}' T
G R L 4 B YA . Poal L BENRP A0 ) iy, .

- : SR r v 3 ‘:-' K .-m(‘ o [ . 1l . :
q. e :Jury. cortiendad Tovndes® couﬁb'yg msideht&_?'?toi" M
+tb2 rine wanner An whiclr Y12y have condugSed thenselves dws

" An_.thes: trying days® and coitipized ‘newd media yhish feseaid
: ' .o L SR T I T :

_-\trw —~ w—- - - -y ‘--.-.
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their actions and attitudea have also contributed addi- 1 .
1: nal pratlems.” - ) ) .

Tihe following contacts were iad with Circuit Soli-
citor AtiUN CALLIE by IlSpeLtor JOSEIIl A, SULLIVAN and SA

f .
ROCENT I, FRYE prior to the trial of lav 3; 1Q05:

3

H
. ~ , *
On Apvil 26, 19‘{;, CGAlBILE advis=d that a dpreliminary
Opl

hearin: was held that "dage’ for subjects WILKINS, THOMAS, and
EATON ot liayneyille, Alabama, : They .wara drepresonted’ by p: -

their nks vnhy‘ GATT H, MURFHY, 'JR., ahd‘all.entargqﬁnleas :
of "ot RS iltJ to cl‘xa.rbés in’ the 1nd1c}:rhnt2' 2 it o
5 ¢

On April 27, 1955, it was rcported in an‘article
a.p1°'1r.r . in thr !owilﬂ *re:h Rebister,‘lfinal Edition, that

[ rd 4 L b B | 1JX
ROLZRT 1., DI:uu.Luu, uile, &0ipol iad wacard, United Kidno of

Arorica, 03t 8t the countel taole with Klan'attorney MATTyH.
LIURTHY, JR., prilor: to the prelims.nar} hearing 1n«.0q{mt at '
Ha; rnev*ll Alabama, oh April 26 *1965‘5{ € L HL
v Rl
On Apr:ll 215, 10 :T, cmmm statad tnm; no inf ornatirm
1,24 co = to his attention indicatin: that the defgnse 4n
capsion2d case uizht possivly atter'pt to arrest” GARY 'I'HOI'IAS
ROJE in connection with his appearancd a8 ‘& witness in - .
Count, Court -in Hayneville; May 3, 1965.‘ GAMBLE stdted he
had chea':ad with the S8heriff's Office on April. 28, 19065, sand
here uas no indication that any action avainst;ﬂm of any
- mort was scheduled based on avallavle qata. * IIVRT
;g XY= T Y
11 sv&tEG he umﬁd hn alert 1m anmentidﬁ with this
matter and prapare to talo any neceIsary” action to pffeet..
attomptn oy the defonsote: create difrioultiea t‘or OB,

<.
r&
l + .
Fl pecn- 8 'I‘or the 1na'vlu“'us iistad balow, indicating i;‘ t

fens? wa.a prepa.rad to‘util.tqb ‘thed a ‘\:.’Ltneasetuqi sy
2 Ser SR ,g g1 5 1 «.ji“'}"‘?.", t
T ’ ¢ DT SEA
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ROLERT THOIAS, . B A
510 18th Avenue, HNorth,
I‘irmin ham or Nessener, Alaba.ma,
NOSERT CREEL, ‘
1701 13th Avenue, - A
Besscuer, Alabawa;
? .

ROBERT CARROL ‘ .
34254 9th Avenué,. Horth, . ‘.
Mrivingham or Besaener, Alabanﬂ‘ ,

£r
Lieutenant ROBERT IAIRY or Lonq e S
Dirnincham Polico .D2partment; .

L. e - -
Captain TOlf COGK: | . *rh} L ¥y e
Birmimham Police Depar'cnent, > (l R ¢ r. B
RS g (,-‘_{;.Q"p,»é" . %“ﬁ PG
- KERIERT PAGE, S ;"‘5 SRS KR { g'.? 2
.- 5h 3outh 55th 8trast, SRS : B4 B s A

Birvnin:_ham or Besacmor, Alabama; ‘. - 3_‘
s & H .
LORENE FREDRICK, 4~ '« 31"

l‘ossemer, Alauama. - ‘ PEEE
. : oy ‘
FRZDRICK and CARNOL were b‘*lieved “to h§ hil 1, 1|1t-
nesses for tho defendant, COLLIE LEROY ‘iIIKIHS 1.1 *‘?.,.' L
on April 29, 1565, GMIDLE ddvised'that the defense
in the WILKINS case had requested aubpoenaea Tor, tha rollcm-

in; witacasess . - 51_-2 . g iy S el
1 B L fgxe L
110YD x.n.mcs smm. !Lf s O N S
Iloute 1 T R I A = P Y
. Mounq Oiive ’ Gardcndale 5 Alabap:a_-‘,_,:l . ,.g.#i 2T
. ‘. g Ca - i y i_,..-._.:;' ZL‘ y "h 5
“tovcs POVELL, § .. j ?4? P ;éﬁ.’%" A
Routa 1, SR WROT Lol A
Mount Olive, Gurdendale; Alebama f°" == :_f':..;*-
e ea R X 1: _ Lo 1 Wt ‘j‘..

. TARNIE DAY, . “".t_ 3 g
Yo 9 . Court \est, AL B &t
\gn--mm.:hhhar\a' B § &

ﬂt
Raww
Rl ]
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L. HOLT, S S S
no address listed; - ' _ -
POROTIIY ROVE,

carc of Carrawaj [iathodist Hospital

ke A

Colonel AL J. LINGO,

On April 30, -1565, GAIBLE adviJLd that he had dis-
cussed the problems raised foncernin; the use of Bureau wit- "’
nesses in the trhl and tHe ‘possibility oft the defense malking
efforts to embarrass the prosccution viltntsses wilth Circult
Jud_e T, VERTI THAGGARD, - He stated that 4he Jud-e had indi-
catzd that he did not intend to allov tie defensc 50 wander
afar in any cxploratory afforis to secure data from Bureau
filzs or Iureau A&ents which wus,unralated to the £§gts-or
this murder caﬂe.. SRS ,_J $ u¥

-. te 3 : "z'.;_i-,:._-dbitﬁ“ t. [

The Judre advis2d ‘CAMBLE ha téntatively plhnned to .
hear thc ar~uments raised-by tho. defcnsaqpounsel, VATT Ry
MURFHY, JR., as to the jurisdictioh ©f the Court as & result

-of the lr sidant's announceinnt of the arrest of the Klans-

A

men in his chambers in order to avoid clearinb the” jury
venire fron the courtroom, ' Yoo Yy

CAIIBLE stated the Judge rurther advisad-him that i
an; effort was made to ‘tak? any-action apainst GARY THOMAS )
ROWE Bich ag arraesting hin, he would madke evéry efrfort con-
sistant with his Jurisdiction ito maintain him as & witness -
and frez from custody durinu theicourae or th;s trial.ﬁrf

The Judge further adviged the Uirouit So11c1tor
that any action consistenb nith hia auuhority that he’ could
talte to avold any cowplicaved sltuations over the witness °
ROJE would ue taken wheraver possible, GAMBLE advised that
the Judse vaa determined that this trial would be conducted
in & dzcorous orderly manncr and- e was going to.permit no
dzionstiratious’ by any partiﬂs which might in-any way preJudice
the Jur,, 7 4 : 1 Lo ; v A !1:_~ .,,? &4

1 ' e o

on Lay 1, 1965, the Biriiinsham ‘Post Herald, a daily

newspaper pul'lished at DirmingTam, Alavana, under date 1ine .

of May ‘l 1955, carried ¢ha {‘n'l'lnuinlr news releaac:

"JVJ' '“.L‘.\. ?.'“ i ,l.v"pd - S R P

-
»

e, '0! 4 ‘i ‘-‘ .
I.AT'I‘ 11 M PIIY, UR., attorney for“I'HOillé t‘ ¢
-afgd BATON, aa:mo "thinf‘s are s}np%n‘, up l‘avorabl; %o:l our |
#
. _ ‘

i,:

p
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c£ and I wmizht ask for all three to be tried at once,“ He: "
o;lru 1alily was cranted a request for aepa.race trials for tna}ae

=

On liay 2, 1ot

qlmvariscd SA that on Mar,l, 196),
tha wr Klan bheld a 22ting at Bladon Sprinu..,, Alabama,
and uetrcen 200 and 300 persons attended ghe meeting, NED
DUHAGAN, Coffeeville, Alabama, appeared tb be in charre of - R
the mectin;, which was neld in a State Park, DUNAGAN intro-: .’
duced ROBERT CREEL, Grand Drazon of the Uhited Klans of - .
America, from Dessemer, Alabama, CREEIL later introduced
three m2n who were “1dent11‘1ed as men charged with mirder
of vicim LIUZZO," - ST S ? - F Mt

i i
HOLILIS CURL, Editor, Choctaw COuntv Advocate , 8 :
Wlele bl 2 i13papar published at’ Dutler, A‘.Laoama, advised SA :
ﬁ ‘hat ROBERT CRBEL, Crand Dragon,' from Besgemgr,’ - ==
avami, attended an or(Janizational meeting bf the, Klux A
Klanat I"laden, 8prings, Alaba.na. ¢ CREEL ‘spoke at; theumeeting
and introduced threc wmen Who vere identified as being the
persons that were arrested for the murder of victim LIUZZO,
CURL stat>d that these tiwee wen did not speak and<wére only
1atrodvced at this meeting with a cormnent by CREEL “do these
a2n lool: lika p.ererers?" : i .
) 5 E AG#‘ b
on May 6 1965, an article appeared in the°Choctaw
County Advocate or Butler, Alalama, & weekly. newspaper® puv- :
Iishad ot tntler, under the caption. "LIUZZ0 Defendant:a appear
at Bladcn opl‘in{_;ﬂ Klan Rally, One on Trial Nou. i -
The article i s*t out 1n subsb&nce a.s folicmss *

For the estimated’ attendance of approximately 200
persons 1act Saturday ni htts rally of the Ku Klux 'Klan at
Bladen Springs, the appearanse of three ‘defendants in the ~~
LIUZ20 slayin; came as quite a surprise, ‘WILKINS, BATON and
"THOIAS appcared at the rally in the coupany of Alabana Grand
Dragon ROSERT CRERL and l&lan attorgey . W\'IT H.;MBRP}!I, R,

Klan drand Dragou CREGL f:renentgcs the [f,rou;i at thn
rally at Dladei Bprings and askod those attending %"do thoase = .
wenn look 11ko wurderors?”. Thair gppearanca &G the rally <
fo 1owo(l a talls; by Luejr attornl,), rwrr M . a.-zplqt., )
144'?})

IURPI{Y attired in m-in an’; r‘ei ‘TObe, his

T st épﬂalcer of ? the evening, His talk p’alt pritrér .‘ur 'hp 5
s , . R
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2 Klan's opposition to the Federal Rzserve System, 1nter-i
c1ona1 finance, and the "Zionist Jew,™. MURPHY lached out }
a} th2 Government's practice of purmpin:; financial aid into
countriss tiat are hostilz to the United States., Several
timz2s he wentioned an unbzlicvable suw of $84 Lillion which
he said was riven to a sirall Europeazn country hardly larger
tian Choctaw County, Alabama, le also remarked at the wealth
of thic country, or any atier country, wqyld enjoy 1r a . .
similar amount was apentihare. # J »
Uhile MURPHY's.taik vags Interegting, 1t wiz left
to the Gra.d Dra;on CREEL to comment on what most of those
in attendance had apparzntly cone to ‘hear, CREEL, wearing - :
an emarald sreen robz whieh he later ramoved, talied prirarily
on the eivil riphts guestion and the Klants Opposition to the
inte ration of the races, - le commented qn the recant trouble
at Selra, Alabara,-and clainad that Reverend REEB'E body vas
cremated vecause it was “rottenivWith cander’and sypitidis.”
Revegend REED died at a Birminshan héspital ‘after he was{beaten
duriin,, acialcincidentn at Falma:*f*i }“'g il
5.-."’“ ,"”'.f-,‘r, !
CREEL also attacied thd proposed free textbool pro-
_ram Vacl:2d by Governor GRORGE WALIACE, -He said thlat this
was ono .- Ir, he and the Klan differad on with Governor
WALIACE, CRESL said that he did not want his three children
roing £3 gelmol with a bunéh of. "runny nosed nijcers, " sala
that bhe would b1y his cxildre '3 bbols and&urged dthers to T
ve allowod to ﬁo the aarn. j ‘., i Doy B A0 “__v ; *; F‘"

< ,1-'.-4'-

TIIAL OF GOLLI® LIROY WILKINS, dR., 7 - __ o
IAY 3, 1065, AW HAYNDVILIE, ALADALA' %% Y7

vic=d4 S* . p oned ratter
a_cniuat 5 2y Mt HILLIHS Le«an Ma, 3, 1905, at
Harievill:, Two motious ware r£iled by the defenae’ covnsel,
-11ATT II, h"PFH&, Ji,, and were ruled on by, the ‘Courk,, the -
rirst rotlion cohbanted tie. Juatice of the Court becavse of "’

PuLldcit Itstendant to the Bnaouncewent of “subjrcth arrest.
e lma"d’nﬂ- ‘nmuf&n: l'h-'n nﬂ!-"hn Léd ﬂr‘hh*df‘ l nnnnnA mn Uﬂns

e L 4 X oW WFLE W L 2 dhd "'VUJ-

to intervi s State witnnaaos, GARY TIIOI‘LAS ROSR and’ IEROY MO'I‘ON
was Jvantad,

’5-‘
. ¥

. At ap o, , Cantral‘Stan lard T

of lla; :, 172Ch, )bnefvedkt?gtd ™ a,"
R PHY, JR. aqc:'glr-;iz‘m. ed > JULLn X r:['c,’”?-'qre?“’ a 1 g:e, géﬁ-

- - o : . e : Lo ‘

_A,_' 8g ~ - - ° _._“.

>y -y s - vr"ﬂ's ~y
x;:%s e )\ ‘\f y’”@mg
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pgolicity man for the United Klans of America, Inc,, Knighti -
of the Ku Klux Klan, entered the office of County Solicitor
-4 the Courthouse at Hayneville, Alabama, ROTON proceeded to
set up a dictaphone and a tope recorder, both of which wvere
placed in froat of GARY THOUAS ROUE, FHURPHY then asked ROWE
the datz he testified tefore the State Grand Jury.» RGIE
stated he had nothins to say at this timae, MURPIIY then asked
ROJE if ha had wtved im-unity before the‘Btate Grand Jury and
ROJE answcred that he nad not waived inminity, MNURPHY then
aslted RO./E if he had walved 1lumunity befdre the Federal Grand
Jury and ROJE again statéd he had nothin;g to say at'thls time
and would answer no questiong.

t-
r'l 4
e .

HURI'HY then aakcd ROUE under what circmrstances he -
world ansu?r hils questions and ROVE stated he would enswer
URPIIY !'s quostione from th? uitness stand in Courb, ' IURFHY
then told ROTON to turn 8ff the fachines and stateg :he 'would
ask no firther questioéns at. that time, , Pafore thd’ baginning
of the interview and prior to the time the recording machines
vere tvracd on, NMURPHY asked ROWE 4f he had pcen thithe "
paper bt he wore & fun' at the Grand Jury and asled ROWE if

" he uer:2 nread at that time., ROME stated he was th arnmed at®
that tir» and he had not bean arped during the t1m= he testi-
fied bt2fore the Grand Jury. A 7 ;gl ,

Shortly after tiebrrival of oREHY ,and ROTON 44 the
the Cct m.,, Solicitorts office at Hayneville,'Alasbima, Lowndes
County Sieriff FRAIK RYAL3 catved the following swmmong-em .
GARY Tmz A3 ROWE: "The Stata bf Alabtama, Lowndes County -
Circvit Court, 8a2cond Judicial Circuit of Alabana, to any -
Slarif{ »f tie State of Alabara,' Grretings: - Yoau Are hereby
cowimnl2d to summons GARY TilQIIAS ROJE to appsar Leforae tie.
Circuitl uourt to be held for said County, at the place of
holdin,, the same within thirty -dayo from sarvice ‘of this, .
process, then and theroto anaver the complaint of MATT H,?
I7URTHY, JR,, Witness my .hand this third -day of May 1965,

© 8icned g, il, CHAMPION, Deputy Clerk." The complaint as noted
on ti:in2 :zpar 82t forth the following - YMATT H. Munpiry, Jr.,
plafntil’, versvs GARY TUOINS ROJE, defehfant,™ Count One,
Mlaintiff claims “of.. the fendanﬁ the sum of ‘6,000 and no
hirndred dollars ($5,000,00) for professional services rendered
hy the plaintiff for the defendant at his request, on the,
wit, sz2cond day of April, ‘1065, which gum of woney with
‘tere 7t thareon, 16 due a1l pnpaid-and ds the pro g .
e p1ilotarr; signed 17D 1 HURELY, .'m.ryrg ge
.t : LA S 3

-

'~ ROJE stated at b t18d he was served t!nt.he Ha

’
»
, R t‘ . K3 .
i 4_\5"5 . T o
! : 1 ' : .
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n‘t owe MUREFHY any money and if KHURPIY 1s malking tiis chargd -~
f§r l1le;al scrvices for making his bond, he 1s incorrect as !
did ‘not request elither of these services of HUnPh;. v

Ou May M, 106£; an artiecle applared in the hobile
I'ress Rr\;:w,cr a dally newspaper pubilished at lo:dls, Alapama,
undar t.uc caption "White, Male Jury Chose for WILIINS." .The
articlc 1s set forth in §uustance as rol#?wa. : R
- ¥ - I |
A white, male hry was chosen 6n May 3, 1965, to ,";
try a your ; Alabamian fop-his 1life in thd slayin-~ of a whita'
woian civil rishts dewonstrator, A Kv Kiux Klan leader sat
at the defense taule ag thé Lrial Cpaned‘ ~
or the 84 men ruled eligible to serve on the Jury,
three adaitted to Klan mantershi This did not dlsqualify
then, but the State quickly-elim nated the threg wen when it
exercised its pight to .excuse prOSpaotaaﬂ;phout ‘a Btated*cause.
Derahdant onnna nrnnv U'rhrrnq ’ hig Hc;;alr':.“:n&'r.'l;‘;mu

Mv‘.ull\‘ul.v W W el M WAL A ERA AL o T

cut, svouzd very ealm, Ho sat Quietly #ith the othar tmd
-defendanta intle jury box during the selection ol a jury.
Facing a2 charge that could brinL 1ife imprisonment or deatn,
the vou:il uas Bober faced. . L. rRY

‘-'

: The - bhunlcy HILKINS watéhed .’mtently as prdspectix.'re
Jurors - many of them farmers . -iwere quaationdd about their
attitudezs, One of the prospegtiye Jurord was a Negro, - ARTHUR
KEANS, forenan of & cattle ranch. ~ Moat: of: tha meh Wore suits -
or jacketa, a1 - R R LR

' ¢ S c‘s. B, .

Sittin wi‘h UILKIUS and Lis odmpanionu rt bf the
time wae ROLERT » SIBLTON, JR, of Tvscaloosa, Alabama,
Inperial izard of the Unit:ed Klans of Americh, Inc, . SHELTON
gaid "I'r here in the interest or teeinb that these individuals
get a fair trind." A ) gq e

A = 'F

% &» Aha

At the be, 1nnin~ of ' thé trial ‘defense a‘ttorney PATT -
H. IURLIY,” IR, called attontion to the. absehce from the Jourt-
room of lrcoident JOIHSON fer whom he had obtained- A subpoena
as a dufencc witness, ¢ ¥ AT e EBE T e

-

- Also on the dafenisc.wil bneua unt and a!.ncnt vwas FBI
Dfrcctor J. -GDGAR HOOVEL, MNeitlsr official,is expegted ¢o. -
3uer L2 pulpoena uhiclé edin-be scrved. 9 An tHb’State, !_
Iresidﬁnt in-dny evént.é:g_ ,ad.s,_ O

l .
PN O S
II."

afd 13 not bindtng on th
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ar
‘ Defense attorney contended that an £ha

ﬂ
........... 1At Wnhen vu\- &&vb Wil

a nounced Lh° arrest of thc Klan members.in the killin:; of
! s. LIu, and he condeimed the Klan for what ho callcd its
vz of "Lha ropz and the g, the tar and feathers to terrorize
their n:i; huors their constitutional rikht to a {gir trial

was violated,
ad-':éﬁ &
of the 1‘0110111‘%; concerning the )L

'ul

M I'ax i

vigaed SA
course of tle

Yive
to £hn stand

,_ Alabama, . b"lb
follouc?? i ! Sl on the stand and *'} -
testifizd as o the crime bﬂin witnin ha guriadiotion of
1o d‘hRnr- f‘ﬁ11n'|-:,_r' A}.Q}Jalllﬂ. \ . E.\‘i PR S eTe -

. ”~ ; e Y .

o
—_
e~
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1 no'ron on Lhe atand wa! tha Stafemi tnes

To,.icolo o

olloul
t D1.

cr

e “'%;a

~

P .

asl:eQ SHGFEYITY u deserive what n}{:‘nu o -Fd onuy_.nn.a.xu
txhe 301-3 a drg_aa, s}ip,-»‘hrassum, ‘and ;;lrdlé
o ‘ & q‘-' L
[AMBHE "sbked Di. CHOFFETTT AT he oowld e1i Af. th&
victim IIUZZ0 had had Bexual relations with any individual,
The progecution objected to this queation &nd was pustained
- by the Court, 'Defense attorney MURPHY also . agked about the
condition of the body of l'ir . “LIVZZ0 and «m-. SIIOFFEI'IT replied
"1t was ;.2 nerally unclea.n S ‘_m ot 47 ,.u-e‘ CIN T

oA

After tostiy " IIOFFI:I'IT, the proﬁebution
"~ placad on the stand who testificd as

llows, according b’)(;— 'b’)
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- - - . . " iw ‘ -
[y

. : : va2 Lowrl rocessed.and defense |
attornz - FaTl WGITHL gave an immediate {mpromptu press econ-
feirene2? eutgide of the Court'ouse wharein he talled GARY -

THOIAS . 2 "prostitutc, pimp, and ptated he would talm
mon2; fron the gm, taxpayers, or Castro.:', . A

v

further advissd that

durin--

: r”‘é‘:-"a Ny e

C P " PO CVIAE 8 ay
procecain, BULINY . Gold tas prési It TILIIA

1S obpld not

make the sams éxamination on the Witn3ss stand Yl he made

in the Irvoratory in Washington, MURPHY stdated this s$ndicated -
that this problem was a very vital issue in the cale,” He - - 1
said th~t considerable pressurce was placed on this case 4n =
seeliing a conviction Ly “h2 President and this might be the

reason i'w th: same examination could not: be done on the
-vitness stond as waa done 4n the Iaboratory by WILLIAMS.' -

TR .h‘lf“' . aii;'s..', P &= 2D
After presentution his tesimony, tlle prosecution

———
[

tad its caseg,pertalnin: to 5;94’ purder of ‘v;ctiﬂg‘ VZZ0.* o
4 . ' 34 . T - . T.]_" \_.,_ . ] -

" - 4 .
> oo catooyR s i

—— : Tt - hd '-f‘]!

Cu 16 Lt Laal
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ARTITUR GAMBLE, Circuit Solicitor, 4n his closins j 2

vefore the Jury sinmarized the te onr presente

L
-
>

uments

-l

) After the alove ar_ uhent by defenne attorney MURPIIY,
Cirenit 71 _e THAGGARD vaed alproxixaiely'twewtg minytes to
charze t2-3rry and explain the differant de_re@s of murder
and ransle-shtep and various leual_aapeota 1n reaching a .
verdict, S Q : LoEn -1 ‘«: L & Sl

.~ == AL 5140 p,.ri,, c~n,ral Standard Ti1c, the Iowndes
Cqmnt; 13 jcok the cacs under, conaiderqyiﬁp.nnd went into | .
ddiic. “1oa on May 6, 195, -;'--"f § v Wit Lt Ty £

Snortlf artar t'*' Iy went 1nbo delitEraQion,ithey

s -

"-
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.,.. .-

. rgturned to the courtrooi- and inquired acain concerain: the *
dfstinctina betwzen the de ree@s of uirder and rangla_iiter '
aijd retiraad to the jur; roow for tiae jurpose of considerin;

ti'2 cag~ T rhoer,

The Jvr, rewaianed in delibaration untll the norn-
i, of Pa; 7, 1905, when they a_zain returned to tie covrtroom
and . acd: geveral inqQuirieg of Circuit Jud_.e THAGGARD, One -
inquir, concerned ajain the distinctlon between the de_ress
of murdzr and nanslavihter and tue other nquiry related to
the ai.oont of wei ht tnat ghonuld | _1ve4 to the testimony of'
an acco. v lico,

At 4:00 p, m., Oexﬂ:ral Standard ‘I‘i...., tie jir: was
ealled inio the courtroon - Cirecuit Jud_ e THAGGARD and tie
Jury rorc an, CLIFFORD ncnURIHY, was q"eqtioned as to the
possitilit; of reachin; a dzcision, The :foreran stated that
they had reached no dacision and tiat tha ‘Jury was® "hopelessly
d2adlocked." At 4:05 p.w., Central Standard Tine,‘on May ..
T,. 1055, the Cirduit Jud.e déclared a wristrial 1n: reference
to che 1rosection of COLLIE LEROY WIIKINS JR. :

3!
advised on lay 7, 106547/

L Bk s B G At e ary iy STeT-10 nnani“'ﬁ Al M Ean
tiat ya a0 v cirers of Lae Ay oAl séen Questilngl aiter
ta2 triil couezrnin. thelr f 2lin_s and ti¢ pro;ress of tie
t

rial, lic sajid that CLIFFORD HcHURPHY had stated'“each -
vemver »f the Jury assesged the evidence with a different '
pair of »ye3. I don't belisve there was any raclal -prejudice
or S“cfion11 feelinr in this decision, I don't bealieve any
wan in th2 Hvry roow wvas hfluruﬁd or perauaded hy the afrilia-
tions of '11"one on eithar side _ - ?_*p 3
¥ R
IcITURPIIY also statod that the vote was ten ror con~
victlion aud two had held out for acquittal, ;4‘ _
EDIUIID SALLEE, another one of the Jurors, had advised
th2 presa "1t would have had to ve on nanslaughter because
ue could ngt have coue thab near to a conviction at aull on
higher charge.” . N C
. * . . ] . J-‘ k..;,. . .
When SALIER was asked as to the affect upon tre |
Jvry of delfonse attornev MURIHY'a rerarks on racial -prejudice,
IIEE r"plied I think & great nany of us were iusulted co
al reat ~xteny and be ot -have: thovght We were very, very-
‘4%iiora 't Lo e taken in 1y tiat act, SAlex also &ated }

Qe canuot allow murder on tihe highway here. : .
3 LA %afa ey

F v wremp ~ A
, -




. The two hold out jJurors in the ¢ase were also "'
qQugstion>d 7 the press, DILLY R, CIEATIAN, a booliweeper,

said ol 1-ic roagons for voulr, acgrittal, "I dida't accept

his (ROUZ's) Eagtlwony - not wien h2 swore Lefore God and

broks nis oath," 2

The other held ont juror, DAN 1EE, a mechanic, told
newsien, referring to CIEATIiAI, "me and hin’ pretty well are
on tihe sa.2 side. Doth Jurors denicd any Klan afriliation,
howa2ver, CTTATIHAI said that he is a rembef of the White -
Citizens Couincil and LEB said lhe was a forier rerver. Asied
22 h2 woild have 1liled to sec ROYE as a defendaat wilth
YILITINS, CILEATTIALL replied "yary, very iuch Bo," and LER
said, "I a ree,® _ \

£
i

-

The oath that the hold out Jurora referred to, -~
accordin_ to REX THOMAS, was the Klan oath which an: individual
takaa,wlo‘ adi:igsion to the Klan and this'oath endg-with T

will di2 rather than‘'divulie sdire, .50 heip me God. i e
- KIANSME!N COSSRVED AT THE %f
TRINL OF COLLIE LEROY WILKINS L
snm:r the Rirmingham FEI Office is &’
acqraintod vl ne o1y 1ndividlals ;and olperved them -
at the trial of COLLIE LEROY JILKINS: . . P T

ROTERT M, BUELION, imperial nizard, “Ui1te8’Klans of
Avierica, vas prun*nt each da of the trial, Iliz sat at the
cornsel t'-12 wich attorney PATT H, I'URPHY, JR. partiof the
tinz, NULLIIY 18 known to be Irperial Counael of the United
Klaas of [l erica, . . . LEp e %

I'CIVIN SEXTON, a meiter Of the United Klahs of °
Ancrica [io. Tuscaloosa Klavern llo, 5, was oLserved in the !
-covrtroo. aad was ohsarved to bring in a large netal box or
fii1= ca.jnﬂt and place 1t b SHELTDH'B cﬁair. Lo

Oa Tvesday morning,, May ﬁ 1“05, CHARLES CLAYTON T
KELLEY, a m‘hher of Lapschor Klavern No, 20, United Klans of .

Angric- b-~ved entering tha courtroon, On May 5, 1965,
SA rointed ont onc CURTIS O, DOLES whori he -
agt an 2o aroar of tioe United Klans of ﬁmrica.; *‘3 o

; FLOCERT 8, THOIAS, Grend Titan, 'United Kiank of o 5. '

America, also teatiriud ap ~ defansc witneas for  COLLIE IBROY
WILICS, , T -
20 N h '

J@

-

- J-L P dilathat ol a4 .
v
RO T N b




EUGEIE REEVES, Exalted Cyclops pof Klavern No, i3
ofi the United Klans of Arerica, was also used a defense
witness,

1t was also oiscerved by SAchat.aDr. EDWARD
R. FIELPS, Director of t . National States izhts rarty, was
present in the courtroom on May 5, 1965, - - BRI

A characterization of United Klﬁna'of'America, Inc.,
Knizhts of the Ku Klvx Klan and of the National Stateg Rights
Fart; arc contained in tire appendix to thls report,
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‘ APFENDIX ' '§ T .

UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED °
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KIAW { UNITED KLANS_)

[

Records of Superior Court of Fulton County,
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted a
corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta,
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku
Kluw: Klan of America, Inc.

el e ey e Wy

A source advised'on February 27, 1961"tha€"m

,r__ & & P P P

UnlEEQ l\lanS was IDI'ITIBU at a IESUJ.B U.l a Bpllt J.l’] U. D.
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klans, Inc. According to the
source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute and
United Klans has the same aims and objectives as the parent
group: These are the promotion of Americgniem, white
supremacy and segregation of the races. ° P

The first source and a second source advised in

July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
Aemmwn s T wmonread with ATahamn Kndoht+e KnioeMra A" ¢

Of RUHK L dbVdy .l.ll\.r., IIIGL LYW Wl vii RLACQVAGHK uidpiivioy Al A LW e L1

Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established head-

guarters in Suite 401, The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa,

Alabama, The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON, [
Imperial Vizard, and is the dominant Klan .group in the South

with vnits in several southern states,.

-

* I !

Second source advised that at a meetinl at-~ = .
xninhtq of the Ku Kluv Klan, merzed uith the United Klans

"

of America, Inc,, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. e
i . 3 R .
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! HATIONAL ‘TAT‘" RICHTS PARTY

I+

b
~andiighon +-
N

on November 26, 1957, a source advised that the
United Whi'~ Farty (UWF) wi orranized at a.convention held in
Knoxville. Tennessee, on KRovember 10, 1957, An article in the
November 20, 1957, issve of the “Greenville Piedmont;" a news-
paper of Greenville, Sovth Carclina, reported "the recent
formatinn ~f a pew political party, to be known as the United
White Fartv." Arzerdine to the article, the party was formed
“at a recertly held mnpting in Knoxville, Tennessee, at which’
many kKiansm.n» wwre tevr=aentasd, The ('W? was reported as Delng
opposed t« a!l1 "race mixing crgan¢zationq and individuals.

Th= Zuly 1958 iesus of "The Thunderbolt, sell-
described 2 the “official Racial Naticnalist Organ of t) =
National States Rights Farty”" (NSRP), reported that rank and .
file "Sta“-~ Righters"” had perged with the UWP under "the banner :
of the Na'ij ~al States Fighte Farty," with national officea at
Post Offi.: bex £61, Jeffersonville, Indlana.

"~ Nogvembter 1958 a tcurce advised that the NSRP is
compoc2d 7 past members of klax-type organizations and )
notorious .,rti1.Semites. -y

Izt Nurber 1§, dated June ]960, "The Thunderbolt,”
announced i aiddres of the h-adquarters of the NSRP had been
changed f . ‘¢ "lTersonville, Indiana, to Post Office Box 783,
Birmingham, A‘abamd . : :

Is=ue Numbter &4. dated November 1963, "The Thunder-
bolt," refil- %= the maiiiwz address of the NSRP 1is Btill Post
Office Ry 703, Birmingham. Alabama. ,

O December 12, 13603 a source advised that BDWARD R,
FITLDS, ¢4 "=f>yrmationp Dreztor of tho NSRP and Editor of

© "The Thond °51¢," 48 the Individual who "runs the NSRP." o

- = i#7 lhumizrd ‘t" cot.inucs to publish articles
attagk ing ™ “rons and poroon ™ Lhe Jowlish faith

- . e . .
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\ I Mr, Delmont s
' Mr. m&—-—-—-h
Mr. LU
F8l M:. g;w‘:'.-——-
Mr. TY)1 1 o,
Date:  §/14/65 sz, Conrsd.—
R . Mr. Felt
Transmit the {gflowing in Mr. Ga.le
: (Type in plaintext or code!
Via AIRTEL
i (Priority)
A
0 ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI _
ATT: ASSISTANT DIRECTORS AI.EX ROSEN AND ‘-
) W. CQ _SUIILIVAN [ o e P
FROM: SAC, MOBIIE (4l4-124 T .
, Py (44-1285) # ;o / _
SUBJECT: EUGE AL; -t - e e e e T e
. VIO cmr:o LIUZZ0, AKA., ° 9
ET AL VICTIMS,, ¥ -
CR - EL , , -3 R SO
00:M A : 4. . Kol .
K] . é‘. 4 . o . L 3
- . . 'l i ? i ’j‘f“” *
- CIVIL SUIT AGAINST GARY THOMAS ROWE "i e

On 5/3/65, GARY THOMAS ROWE, the Bureau informant
who 13 appcaring &as a witness in the f-iuzzo murder teial in
Lowndes County, Alabama, was served with a civil summons by
the Sheriff of fowndes County, This summons notified ROWE *
that he vias the defendant in a sult for the honpayment of .

Ufunds dus for professional services$ rendered to hia b e

MURPHY, MURPHY 48 the counael for the defondanti in}
TIUZZo cage.

b - ‘.-'p-s PR t B A““
lURPHY's cleim ealils for a reply’ wiﬁhiﬁ 30 days iy

the Circuit Court for Lowndes County, and there is no ques

tion about ROVE's being within the Jurisdiction of the couhf,

since he was served by the Sheriff .at the I.owndea OguntyR Lo

Courthouse in the presence of Bureau Agent M

- ki .'. .'"‘ '\Jil
IIWESTIGATIVE POTENTIAL IN THIS sun ti?-ﬁ*‘-f' :

Yota ‘-, o
The potential for a1n 16 undertaking ah ‘{nvesti-
gation of MURPHY's claim aga nst Zf geaoribed elon -t 7
l.' :
.3 - Bureau o g “g_c,.n 7

2 § Moblle - 3.0 ¢ ¢
JAB:ggk . i &

('5\ Bachfe ,-f@ v |
|\ 1 ﬂs{t 7 e :
[—— .‘JUI Spelml 'Aqant in Charge .‘ -;ASent‘ gkt
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RN ’ 1. It should be relatively easy to establiah "
: inithls inveetigation that MATT MURPHY 1s a member of the
Ku Klux Klan (KKK). .

2. The KKK oath which MURPHY may have taken in _
e Joining the Klan, if it follows the pattern of some other ',“;’-.i ¥y
.. - Klan oaths, may possibly place him in the position where he~ i “_,‘
T is sworn to uphold the KKK over his country, his God, and his’, .
*» {} profession, This esituation 1s noticeably true with the Hhitaas“-
e Fnighte of the KKK of Mieslszippi, and a similar argument mmy

' be found in the case of the cath MJRPI{Y ma.y have taksen.

T
-

3. It appears that it mey be poasible to eatabnsh

that MURPHY knew prior to‘the day he performed the legal serve

ice for which he is olaiming reimbursement, that ROWE was = ', . .
&cting 1n the role of a government witness;' For MURPHY to pur- 1.
*« port to represent ROWE, 'under the citcumstancea where. hemlab‘#‘ N
'+ repregented three .other defehdants and had. sworn loyalty to:- SPUIT,
the KKK, be at best unethibal and the basibk™ for censyre at” S il
least by the State Bar and poeslbly' even diabament lction. o

4. MIRPHY uay be embarras-ed by being reduired to
produce his records to show.thc consistency of this fee with

his norml fees, for example his charges for the defehse of . 4.
WILKINS and the other LIUZEO defendants, A ‘showing may be u!, 3

-

“'J ~

required of fees he has ohar-ged in other situations<where he .1‘ s
has appeared berore U. 8. ' Commissionérs 1 gther prelimi 4.
2 :. b hearings. , ‘- """*"* . "-"‘"'; ‘; ;;;t;,'ﬁ‘"
.., i!r" f_ : -’f'. >3 FE Sy I b’+ i,
5. It may be Bhiown that no actudl ‘tontract uaa, Lo sy

ever entcred into between ROWE and MURPHY; that MURPRY meprely . i .
presumed to act on the behalf of ROWE, operating in his role '
88 atiorney for the KKK¢ It woy be possibly shown in thi8 pe-
gard that IURPHY 18 now bringing this civii action with a view

to hurting nom:.'? reputatibn and 1nt1|nidat ng hm '".’A! Mtness,

6. It nay rurthbr Be ahown thatimnf’m' was not:dili-
gent in dicpatching his tresponsibilitiés es counsel ifor ROME,
since he had falled to learn that the matter had been berore
the Federal Grand Jury, and ROWE had not béen indicted, “The .
fact that this Grand Jury rn prominently lmonn and 1ntormtl.on

i & . 4 o4 r V. *r-' ‘F
:#. | \{"_"f i H h 3 .;&;@"M}‘ :‘:}
9 ‘ . _\"-""' . >.-‘.—~g~¥". *:3.!.;' _ ""t ; . ...na&"ld*




hvailable thgrough news services, suggests that normal
> would have caused an attorney representing a poten-
»ndant to consult v:1th the USA's Office to determine
Lhe grand jury actually had affected 2 forthcoming -
igalnst hie client, MJRPHY's failure to take such

y be labeled a= complete disregard Tfor his olient'a .
nd most unprofescional, :

s ~\

T+ With the showing of the roregoing 1tem, an ‘
'y possibly be madc in open -court or the grand Jury
rofessional services MJRPHY furnished ROWE for lack of
> and for bias against his olient. His lack of good ... ...
bringing thia suit may al® be exposedl to public
» On this basis, rclief for ROWE may be asked in the
1t of eourt costs against HJRPHY i - R \g_

:'T

8. It is apparent that a Iuccesstul prosecution
rleim by MURPH¥ would result in an expense to the »
it since ROVWE war ecting under the guidance bf Bur
nd Departmental Attorneyn in permit 1ng MJRPHY to
t him at all, : , *

MURPHY'S PURPOSE IN THIS SUIT : ?' _ s

' Iowndes County Circuit Solicitor 'ARTHUR E, “aAMB
sed that his presc contacts have indicated tb him ¥
.HY plans a comeback as a lawyer and poosibly a .
! comeback as a result of the viotory he antioipét
ling the subjects in this case, A MURPHY is most

4l ~I'l-

~ "'w-al'p
o ﬂ‘ﬁ' a “"‘ .
B~ '. \

i:. .
r‘-’?‘ﬂls.dk -
: !:.‘v-h#*

-
=k

ol 2 9
to embarrass the government and tha FBI in connecti,bnl . :
defense of this case, ** : L ,.;!. ‘ '*"lif . N

POTENTIAL FOR GATN IN bEFEATING mnpmt's sbr 4P fih & Liis:

-It is apparent that an excellent opportunity txin\:t -, J
3ituation-for showing in open court that MATT MURPHYiG; 3 e
versive; that he 13z dishonest, and of dubious . ] . agﬂ-{.;‘
onal competence, Such & showing would be & Bivere - } AT

’b ~
WRPHY and uould ﬂluO arrect the preatige or the KKK&b" d‘ 'ﬁ‘, t?

Consideration_ should 'be given to suggesting to Houﬂa Y JRSSNE A SO
» on Un-Amerdcan Activities that the{ conaider MURPHY's i R
1 topic for Futur~ hraring oh the pole of -the subvar!imﬁ xS, PG et
in promulgal :I.ng the ah:a’.ofé tha m ﬁ &! L ¥ "5‘,*: e Sttt >
dﬁ . !. ’ . ' " “-?'ﬁt Rtchiirswde’alads
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: MURPHY, along with ROBERT SHELTON andJ, B, STONER,#...
ang a few other key people, has a major role in Klan activit
inithe South, There have been indications that the people -
in thir group have some knowledge of the facts in the Bapboumb
case, and these people may alro have Bome knowledge of the
Greenbombs situation, &An opportunity to move againit one of

these men 1s rarely found. 1In view of M/RPHY's vulnerability .

in this case, we may be able to negotiate the disclosure of;+., -
pertinent investigative data by dealing directly with him .»:&w ¥ -
over this claim against-ROWE, oL . LRl . <

Since there appear to be no seribus objections to

& Bureau investigation of MURPHY's claim, and we have the —~—-s-
opportunity to rebuff an attempt to extort $6,000 in addition

to damaging the reputation of MURPHY and the KKK, the recom-
mendations set forth hercafter are entitled to serio SR
consideration, N 7 S P F

i. . ) . . . ‘ - Q’ N “?‘;*{;""p‘;’?'-«" B
‘ A further issue which must be considered 18 the '~ f
questfbn,or whether the povernment. will Yepresent ROWE in the °
defenze of this sult, or whether he will require private '
counsel, This is & metter: which should be taken up silth the
Department st this time. % A Y I ,
b '

. s 4 .
RLCOMENDATIONS . ; ;'™ .4 SR8 . o

-
.

.

1. That the Bureau autho ize the 1nvest1§a§10nfo£;jg;
the clalr made by MURPHY in his:civil sction against ROWE, i~
Any invectigation should be conduoted b{ following the géneral™
lines dercribed herein, Mobile should be demignated as
origin in this matter, since this suit is lodged 4n State,
Circuit Court for lLowndes County ih the Mobile Division, ... -

. L L -

- . R

2. That the Bureau consult the Department about

ROWE'e ccurse of action in defending himself 4n MURPHY's |
Bult sgainct him, A specific determination should be made -
83 to whether the Department will represent him or whether

he will rcquire private counael, o 5 }.;T‘MA?,g;ig,ﬂg
- U | - AN ' L SR S
L x N .l“_ ’Q i ‘i‘g I :o S ’_’;i
BURS 1'} o “FF§:? ?fé;;' - };h;'*V'
i ) .- g : Dt ..1 . i ' )
- oy oogipkend b o easde i
IR RS AT -} L R ok T
_ . Tt MR b v Oy,
P R 1 1 a‘uh‘:i'. f,:s;?"“{-“w
N . A . LI . y = e e -
e - SRR RN S 5N EN S S
. . 'é " ,‘- 1
1 - "_ g T ,

’
B

. “ . s . . o o
L-———-—--—c—-—--!-—-A- -L‘-—-.—-...‘--A.S--— o - . g i e e e - —._—__- ___‘
s ::-q.*s- d‘ B 3 . . “1"- il . 0 L Al ':-__;*_m_____ eh =




LT e O e
: .'_.l ‘e Wi giu. WG WO P — -
UNITED STATES GO  .NMENT ' '-w'

CIIW
Memorandum -
'II
TO . lmont pATE: May 13 1965 f;i
l - Mr., Sullivan —‘—'.9,'1__._
o v, 1 « Mr. Belmont A S
FROM A.!Ro n.c l - Mr, Rosen u.n....
Si” 1 « Mr, Malley
} l -~ Mr, McGowan 'y@
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; l ~ Mr, Hines

MRS, VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO,
AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS - o . A
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS | .‘; - Hy

- Q- L eal

FACTS: -y:/:;'g'e,ul"' ' - . d)},@é‘?"‘,

On 5/3/65 Gary Thomas Rowe, Bureau informant who 1s(éé}

appearing as a witness in the Liuzzo murder trial. currently

in progress in Lowndes County, Alabama, was served with a

civil summons by the sheriff of Lowndes County, The summons .15)
notified Rowe that he was the defendant ifh a suit for. }
nonpayment of funds due in the amount of $6,000 for professional
services rendered to bim by Attorpey Matt’ Burphy. Murphy is ,
the Klan attorney who represented Rowe and the other three
subjects at the time of their initial arrests on 3/26/65 and
arranged for tbeir release on $25,000 bond each, The Summ
requires Rowe to answer within thirty days in the circuit
court for Lowndes County, Alabama, ' 1f he does not answer,
it is possible that a default judgment could be obtained

against him in the amount of §6, 000. " yy 601_37
THE POTENTIAL FOR INVESTIGATION: ]BZ REC- 125 ~ k 12 JUNaR/

The Mobile Office points out that should wa EEEE%tute
to investigate Murphy's claim against Rowe, it would afford
us an opportunity to establish his membership in the Xlan to -
discredit him &5 an attorney and expose to public Bcrutiny his
lack of good faith in bringing such a suilt resulting in his .
possible disbarment or cepsure by the state bar nssocintion.
According to Lowndes ‘County Cireuit Bolicitor Ganmble,

|Murnhv nlans a comeback g m ]lvaf and nnqnilﬂv s holitiecsnl

Al s T - et e -

comeback as a result of the v1ctory he nnticipates in defending
the subjects in the Liuzzo murder and Murphy is anxious to
embarrass the Government and the FBI in connection with the )
defense of the case, This is set forth by Mobile as a possible
. reason for Muirphy's baving brought this suit against ‘Rowe and

points out tbat as there would appesr "to’ be no serioul objection
&
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Mlemorandum to Mr, Belmont
RE: EUGLNE THOMAS, ET AL;

to§a Bureau investigation of Murphy's claim as it would atford
thd Bureau an opportunity to rebutt any attempt to extort i .

i ' $64000 and in addition would damage the reputation of Kurphy
and the Ku Klux Klan,

- j.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF MOBILE OFFICE: :

A
Mobile recommended that the Bureau authorize the

investigation of Murphy's claim against Rowe and consult the

Department concerning Rowe's course of action in defending

himself to determine if the Department 'ould represent bhim or
if he would require private counsel,

‘.

OBSERVATIONS OF GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION: - —rm e mmcomes o -

Attorney Murphy has publicly stated his connection
with the Klan and has been publicly photographed in Klan robes.
Under our domestic intelligence responsibilities we need fio
entree such as this suit to conduct an investigation 6f Matt .
Murphy. Murphy's claim of $6 000 for professional services :
rendered is a private civil suit between A lawyer and his .
alleged client which does pot constitute Any basis for a Bureau
investigation. To inject the Bureau into the situation without
full and complete justification would place the Bureau in an
embarrassing position and Murphy would take full advnntage of
this, 7This same reasoninpg would also apply to any direct,
participation by the Depnrtnent in this auit. & ¥

! - , y: ’

Murphy's claim against Rowe would appear to be " °
exorbitant and there is some real qQuestion as to contractual '
arrangemecnts for his services which sbould be resolved to avoid
a default judgment being rendered against Rowe for the entire .
amount., If such a judgment was rendered it might offer a R
serious obstacle to the return of Rowe to tha Stltd ot Alabamn
when and if further testimony ie needed. . - L e

57




Memorandum to )Mr. Belmont
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; S

ACTION: - ! ALt
. b

1, Tbhe field will be instructed that they are‘to

lconduct no investigation whatever concerning Murphy's civil

olaim against the informant, _ $ ] i
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To: SAC, Mobile L. 'j
c : . ‘1 4 : . * 7
From: Director, ‘FBI - +{7¢ S t ~.
. ) - Tl : % e f:‘:

EUGENG TNOMAS, BT AL; 4.+ ° 1. DT
MRS. VIOLA GREGG Lfuzzd, = . . ¥ L aa
AKA, ET AL = VICTINS = . » .. & . . 400 0T
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWE - =~ e -

* FU N @ £ k] * *

' y

RoMDairtel 5/4/63 regarding the ‘civil suit against
Gary Thomas Rowe. The €iyil suit of Attorney Matt Murphy
against Gary Thomas Rowe is not a matter in which the au
desires to become directly involved, thorofore, you are to
conduct no investigation whatever conoerning this nui:t. ! d
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) UNITED STATES GG ** TMENT '
Memorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI (L4-28601) DATE:  5/25/65- -

SAC, MOBILE (L4-1245)(P) _ | 'i )

EUGENE THOMAS; :
ET AL: ¢ Y
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0, aka;

IROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS , !
CR - EL

(00: Mobile)- i

R T :.,'."
' 4

t
i

)+

A

- .

Re report of SA_ Mobile, 5/25/65. M dq)

It is to be noted that no dissemination of reference
report will be made to the U.S, Attorney; Montgomery, Ala.,
or to the Departmental Attorney at Selma, Ala,, until, such
time.as the Bureau furnishes approval for such disaeminat}on.
Copies are being held in Mobile panding receipt of ,this. ¢

approval PR . i., P L r
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| 6/3/85
‘ .
”{ 1 - Mr. Boyd
o uriez . ' , "
) ‘ ‘
To: sAC, Ilob\ﬂa (44-1245) ’ A
From: Director, FBI ut—-zason - ﬂ 0’
(s BTy ! "
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; REC-I0.. i ;
VIOLA GRIGG LIUZZO, AKAf o i
LEROY JEROMNE MOTON = VICTIHE
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWB . ~--- -- »«-ré % S
i
Rourlet 5/25/65 bncloaing report. ot u— j7c,
—at Mobile dated 5/35/65, ~ , “,; A b o

1
~ Burcau lpproval is granted for 1nmod1ate uxnseuiuatxon
of this report to Departmantnl Attorney lt lelna and ’pprbpriate
U. 6. Attorney. : ‘A
f!"i :

| R .
@/ /S ST SR

NOTE: The Yeport of S-dated 5/25/65 has been rewviéwed

by appropriate Bureau supervisor. This report sets forth informatio;
concerning the state trial for surder of subject Collie LeRoy Wilkin:
The trial lasted from 5/3/65 through 5/7/65 and resulted in a ,
mistrial being declared on $/7/65 when jury reporteg hopelessly
deadlocked. Information developed that jury voted 10 for conviction
and 2 sgaipst., Report also contains information developed prior to
the trial that the Klan attorney would possibly attempt to embarrass
informant Rowe and the Government. Nothing developed concerning
this other than Murphy being extremely critical of Rowe during the
trial and be criticized the President and the Government for being
involved in this case, Various members of the United Klins of

mmend e — s Ao M4 _ . AV . A_ TSN
America observed attending the trinl. . ‘}Itl S ) L
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. (v 25, 1965 .0 ‘

G ERAL INVEST‘IGATIV NVISION . . LY aa
we schedyled 4\ —~conference ' :
with his attorney %; 6 irmingham

Field Office. The Department has previously
judicated it will stand behind Rowe to the
[ullest extent fex®mple: he was not indicted
with other suljects by the Federal Grand
Jury; Departnent secured a prominent

2L A ,_;‘ "‘ s v :._; ,Q ) = .-¢ .;
attorney to represent him in local suit;- s o
Rowe's
Testiniony w ‘aised by kocai prosecutor : ¢ 9
and Rowe should expect the Klan to goall . = ! . PO

out to discredit hi

b/l e L B T TEE YA e
' AR WA TR AP s Sy o

o e ""“‘i Qh-

'_ “ ‘ﬁ, ,‘_
.t ‘

}tt"’h - il ‘

R -:; .,l.?;;a,'.._i-:: ."

“

~‘ -...

e
0 F-:&N{- "
Li? !

- —an, —-., G '_', 1




OFNCHalL FORM MO, 1D
MAY 1FaY IO

o -

. Sta SN WG V> W . Tolsen
) UNITED STATES GC IMENT } :'.,:"‘z’;'_;
FY =

Memorandum \, s

(_‘i' hd Felt

TO "Belmonlf ), DATE: lay 7, 1965 QEL -
: Tovel
Mr. Mohr Tere] Room -
FROM Roson \( Mir, DeLoach Hotmes —
Mr. Sullivan V' T

5““‘1}” *  BUGENE TIIOT S, ET AL
[f MRS. VIOLA
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELEcnozg LAwWs

IUZ&O AKA - VICTIMS

r'.
—— H »
1]

¥r, Belmont
Rosen ,
Mr, Malley
¥Mr., McGowan :
Mr, iﬁ(s,f'

e e el o el
[ I IO I R A B I |
[ )]

INFORMANT'S TESTIHONY RE FBI OFFERS: fz‘f‘/'u p\ /\
In the "Now York Daily News' &n anh article head

iked,

Rowe testified in the state trinl of Collie LeRoy Wilkins for
‘the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo that an FBI Agént told his "we
couldn't care less what you say,
your§00 acres of apple treés.r

"FBI Xan Stings Klan Lawyet'" it is reported that inforwaht K

T

‘Tell hil (Murphy), We offered

" s i
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i L ) -~ 2/1/65 o
. * - GENERAL INVESTIGA', . VE DIVISION

This case concerns the murder of civil '
rights worker, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, between
Selma and Mqntgomery, Alabama, on
3/25/65.

Murder ttial of subject Collie Leroy
Wilkins began in State Court on 5/3/65,

' Gary Thomas Rowe is our informant and
key prosecution witness.

The jury deliberated until 8 p, m. ,
5/6/65, at which time they advised the court
a2 decision did not appear possible within a
short period of time, The jury was locked up |
at Montgomery, Alabam: gtil 8 2. m, today. !
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— 6/2/65 o,
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE BiISION

Thiscase involveg the murder of civil -

rights"worker Viola Liuzzo near
Alabama, 3/25/65, Setma,
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tFor Prints,

i HAYNEVILLE, Ala. (AP)—
'The defense rested its case in
the civil rights murder ¢rial of a
- young Ku Kiux Klansman today
biter FBI agents testilied that »
gun identified as the one which
killed the civil rights worker
was not tested for fingerprints.
Klan attorney Matt H, Murphy
Jr., brought his testimony to an
abrupt close slter questioning
six witnesses in »n effort to
discredit a slory told earlier by
ilhe prosecution’s chiel witness,

P————

uary ﬂ‘wulua Rowe Jr,
Circuit ‘solicor Arthur E.

Gamble Jr., tte chiel prosecu-
tor, did nol indicate immediate-
Iy whether he would put in
rebuttle testimony. H nol, the
case would go Lo the jury this
afternoon in the fourth day eof
the trial.

The defendan!. Collie Leroy
Wilkins Jr., 21, did nol leslify.

One o the dclwse mtnesses.
Mrs. Lorene Frederick., gave|i2S
whal could be wan alibi for
Wilkins.

Mrs. Frederick, who operates
a cafe al Bessemar, Ala., said
Wilkins, Rowe and (wo other
| KRairerr? also  charged with

—-— _.1. m:o_x‘f

JUN 16 BFS

7 JUil 181965
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‘Livdzo Gun
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Not Tested |
FBI Says

killing Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, a De-
troit (Mich.) civil rights worker.
were in her place the hight of
March 25 when Mrs. Liuzzo was
slain.

She said to her best recollec-
tion it was aboui 9:30 or 10
p.m., which would be about
two or two and onme-hall hours
and approximately 125 miles
away from the scene of the
slaying.

On cross-examination, how-
ever, Mrs. Frederick gald she
wasut Rnire Il U!E l.lIl'lE IDQ ll
could bave been laler that
night.

The FBI testimony fhat mo
ingerprint lesls were made on
the death weapon came after a
member of the jury ssked that
question, even though the sgtate
already had rested ils case.

FB1 agent Edward Lakey and m
arion Williams testified that P W
did not ke fi rint
i ) make fingerp =2 o -

The juror Interrupted the trial
with his questions and delayed
:he start of the case for the de-
ense.

The Wastingion Post and
Times Herald
"I!'ln 'ulhlnqtonﬁatly
“The Evening SIC!

“1 want to know if therewert
3? 1d I'ribune

& PLARO[3RI

—— Yotl Dailly News
2 s Naw York Post
40 m:) The New York Times
The Baltimore Bun
——Tlr Worker

The Nrw L eader

ST-113 :.__

[}
.

lll
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The Wall Streat Jowmal
The Nattonal Ohsereer
Peopln's World
Date
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E-m-aad.??" mgemwnh':athe:nthert' wers S vp . T DRI L Murphy did pot say Fiow he

any fingerprints on the gun,”
wuryman Clifford McMurphec, 2
farmer, told the trial judge.
Proseculion testhmony earlicr
omilied any reference {o finger-
prints on the weapon. a .38 rc-
volver, or spent shells found
near the murder scene on U.S.
bighway 8 near here.
i State Atlorneys rested (heir
case withoul producing tesii-
mony aboul fingerprints on ihe
bistol which FBI informer Gary
Thomas Rowe Jr., chicl pros-
ecution witness, said was
wielded by Wilkins in shooling

Mrs. Livzzo.

McMurphee also said he want-
. ed to know aboul “the erndi-
iftion of Rowe when the. ¥BI
‘ agent talked to him in Birming-
i

would connect the pistol to the
will connect the pistol to the
case. His only comment was, “1
took it away from Rowe before
be killed someone and Bamed R
on m-n . -
The Klan atiorney had sought
\ to portray Rowe, the stale's star
wilncss, as a troublemaker
hoping to colicet 3 rich reward

from the federal government

he could “help break the back of
the Kian." ]

Wilkins, 21, a self-employed
autornobile mechanic at Fajr-'

——

field, Ala., near Birmingham, s

P T mon FIEY meamebhoe-
a-l“lt {I-I.Bl ﬁ L“HW fa i ¥ W TT =TT~ )

brought to trial for the slaying
of the Detroit housewife.

Mrs. Liuzzo, the wife of 2
Teamsters Union official, was
shot to death near Lowndeshore

ham after he (Rowe) had re-

i Marrh 25 afl
! turned from Lowndes County the might of March 235 afler
; thal might

taking part in the civil rights

Rowe had testified that hc,
Wilkins and two other Klane-
men pursued Mrs. Liuzzo's aulo
the night of March 25 and sped

past her in 3 hail of-gunfire.
Rowe, who said he had a Inadcd
pistol but did nol fire if.” had
told of the Iour drinking beer
that night.

The juror's questions follnwed
' & recess after solicilor Gambhle
} dr., rested the state’s ease.

Agrees On Delay

Althourh Defense  Alforney
Matt H. Murphy Jr.. alrcady
had calied his first witness, a
slate investigator, he agreed to
let the proseculion clear up the

march from Selma to Mont-
gomery and fertying some of
the marchers back to Selma.
Indicted avith Wilkins — and
awaiting trfr——were Eugene
Thomas, 42, ar employe of US.
Stee] at Bessemer, Ala., and

- Williarp ©Orvitle Eaton, also of

Bessemer, who at 41 is a retired
stee! ‘worker with heart trouble.
_ Rowe, who said be joined the
TKlan at the FBI's request to get
inlformation, told the 12-man
jury that he was in the car with
Wilkins, Thomas and Ealon
when Mrs. Liuzrzo was killed.

Firad af Close Rames

& A RET

He saild Wilkins used Thomas’

points raised by the juror. * ¢ revolver to fire two shots at

Gamblc had indicated earlier DA N Sh ek W " ‘al):;:m pomuml-bllnkmﬂnge i;sf
he would ask more questions of  pyoyt H. Murphy, Jr, Klan attorney and - | sutomcbile’ in
IFBI ballistics expert Williams a PRl A P q’l § oy .u-...:hﬁh speed
who lestified thal the revolver counsel for Klansman Collie Wilkins, Jr, in chase and emplied his gum ot
jdentified by Rowe fired the the Liuzzo slaying trial at Hayneville, Ala, - | the car as they pulled away. i
death shol. { holds pistol he says he took from FBI in- Williams, who works at the

But when court reconvened former Gary Rowe, Jr.—AP ‘Wirephoto

FBI laboratory in Washington,
today, Gamble said bhe was

oo~ = | festified that a bullet found

thmugh - hﬂged at t"n base of Mrs.
Delense attorney Murphy Liurzo’s brain was fired from
through his cross-examination of - Thomas' gun.

prosecution witnesses, had indi-
cated already the course he
might take.

! lic has shown & revolver
'which he gaid he ook from FRI

| RteoeMowe.

[ T

"

Anotber agent told the #hury
that the gun vsed in the labore-
tory test came from Thomas'
bome, and still another said a
gun permit found en Thomas
was Issued for the same pistol.

Williams first testified thal
three bullets found In the car
were determined Iaboratory
tesis to have come from the pun
which Rowe had said Thomas

lhnded to young Wilkins just

—
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Jur) l)cﬂms
Ddll)u'almg
Liuzzo L;;s«i :

AlLWhite l’a:t:’]r '

Retires for Night
After Four Hours

§
.
1
1
[§

By William Chapman i
Wa-hluglon Py Buefl Writer )
HAYNEVILLE, Ala,
May 6—An all-white Ala-
bama jurv hegan delib-
erations today {o decide
whether {o convict Ku Klux
Klansman Collie Leroy Wil
kins 8f murdering a white)
civil righis worker. ‘

After didiberating for four

“hours and {illeen minutes, the.

jury reporird it was pol near

a decision and Judge T. Werth
'l‘hlzarﬂ sent it to its might
quariers in ncarby Montgnm-
'ry.

“\We haten't reached a de
cision and we don'l appear to
be ncar & decsion.” Jury fore-
man Clifllord McMurphee
Rpid,

Earlivr. Whe jury had re-
turned 1o the eguriroom o
ask I it could welect 8 charyge
fess serious than firsldepree
murder. Thazard told them
that both scruvnd-degree mur-
der and flistdlegree man-
slaughter convictions could be
returned,

The Lowndes Counly jury
received the rase 81 3:40 pm.
atter heariny two hours of
emationa! proannentl that n.
eluded a blatant ratist appeal
by Klan lawyer Mait 1L Mur
phy in Wilkins's behalf,

tn hix arcuments, Murphy

roeferped (o e pourder victim,
Viela Liv v a » “whilc nig-
gpr who ¢ une dovn from De

help the Selmasgicf

righ_l_»_ muovemen!. She was

Fa -

L ‘“n_'!'}:"r*w ,
'_:f‘:‘:' "_\5"‘5%3, "":-.n-r.;—:-ﬁ!, _3:_"’
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slain March 25 after the Alonl.
goimciy<prolest margh. | |

Gesturing  wildly, he e
nounced  Tpiggers,”  Joews,
President Johnson. [ Edpar
Hoovef and (be FBI.

Bul ‘an Alabama Assisiant
Allorney Gederal, Joseph B,
Gant!, blasted back, telling
the fury that erime could nol
go unpunished regardie~s of
local raciat beliefs.

“This is the murder of a
def{enseless woman ., . . by a
yellow-bellied  coward”™  he
charpeed. lovking straight  at
Wilkins. *“I'm sayving that
Wilking  did  that marder.”
Gantt even reminded the jury
that segregationist Gov,
Georpge C. Wallace hard called
Mrs. Liuzzo's Kkilling “A
cowardly act that should not
E0 wnpunished,” ‘

And Lowndes Counly,
Solicitor Carllon L. Perdue
{old the jury that local people
had nothing to de with the
shooling.  *You  have an
opportunity today.” he said,
“to sltand up and say, 'Murders’
must stop” ”

The slale had buill Tits case
n 1he feslimony gf FBI in
j':":;"": Cory Thoms T
who testilic al i _was in
the “or—#hfn Wilkins [ircd at;

Nrs. Liuzzo's car. The defense;
olfered no  atibi today, :mdl
Murphy  banked all on hisj
chanee of swaying the jury inj
a bombaslic stnmation '

The Klan lawyer ripped into
Rowe as a paid énformant who
had violaled the Klan'= oath of
secrecy and could nol he be-
lieved.

“He is & liar and a perjarer,
holding himself oul 10 be &
white man.” Murphy deeclared.
“Thot's worse than a white nig-
ger.”

Murphy's main begal basis
for requesting acquittal was:
an assertion Lhat Rowe's eve-|
witness testimony was ant cor-
roborated sufficiently. e <fid
that under Alalama law the
testimony of an accomplice is
nol xufficienl to xupport af

murder eonviction, !
In his 2%minile eharge to

the jury, Judee Thaared wld

the panct that it it determined”
Howe was an accomipher, jt
could nol conviet Wilkins on

‘the strength of Rowd's tesli-

;uony alone.

The chicl prosecutor. Cir-
si-Selisjlor Arthul TGy

)

ble. in & low-keand bt still
sl.nu'i,,’:'"mﬂnma!inn, 10 it
Lowndes Counly cannil “wink
at a cold-blooded killing or we

will be lowering our moral
slandards.”

Defense Taclie

v Murphy's first decfense tac-
.lic was to get inlo evidence the
Idead woman's hlood-stained
‘purse. Over objeclions from
thc prosecution, he intruduced
|some of ils contents. including
yMrs. Liuzzo’'s NAACP mem-
{bership card. The judgze ruled:

somg Iicms irrelevant.. | |
! During e 21 minules of

delense tesumony, Murphy
called po alibl witndssertoifo
could have placed Wilkins
anywhere else on the murder

He produced three witness-
es, including lmperial Wizard
Robert M. Shelton of the
Klan, who testified that Rowe
had told a story about being
offered a farm and money by

he FBI to testily agllnst;

Vikips apd other Klansmen.,
ti{lowe tles rie(tl J'ﬁsler&“—t!-rai'.l o

rphy sctually mstruc
‘him {¢ pul out such“r—sfore

Alurphy ealled six defense
witnesses and tried to pgel in
their answers Lo such ques-
tions as whether Rowe had
once admittcd carrving a'
LCommunist Parly card. The!
questions were ruled hrele-;
vant before the wilnesses
could answer them.

'Juror's Queslion I

e point lmh—-iuryl
‘l-‘or?n:'n: McMurphee _said be
wanticd (o know the cundition
of Rowe “in repartt—Toris
sobriety™ after the murder
ride and whether fingerprifit

tesis had been made of emply

ishell casings and the alleged
umurder weavon,

!‘ FB1 agent Neil Shanahan
testified that Itowe was not
Jundder the influence of aleohnl
when he mel hine that nighl.
".lllu-r Fitl wilnesses sald no
lll_m:;-mrinl. tests were made
of (he gun or shelly . __
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. Jashingtcn,D,.C. Lz\ (

REs HAYML:VILLE ALABAMA TRIAL OF WILKINS
(GARY_THOUMAS HOWE )

Dear Mr. Fresidents . ﬂ}'

n enla [ R | nus.. 'Y Y T Cellmoma Ll eema =
Nne SpLCNLIT WaY that e LUPAT lioover and the rFBl handled this

l a1l Arordica should he grateful for men lifeANr. Rdﬁﬂ an fof
&b
Itragic maticr,

Surely our two New Yotk Senators will cooperate in any natior
wide fbcoonltion for Mr, Rowe, , -

s_\

lhr lJilerty is being taben of sending a copy of this letter ¢

The Honcroihle J, Ldgar Hoover #5 a personal expression of grateful

for the 'y this case was handled - which redounds to the: great ¢
nf o covris nnA tha ED in pgrti il

..‘.u.a.. : _J

- Canict our President do something in a public way. with the a
and edvic~ of the House and Senate, so that proper :ecognitlon )
be made fcr thelr action,

ll
oI 4ur gcovris

| No prreon in uniform ever did more for his country with great
| personal xisr, than did Gory Yhomas Howe,

-

llather thpn diminicsh - 1t would seem to exalt ¢ vhgtig:gat hont
that goecr ith a Congressional Medal of Honor.

.- ¥hat czn cur FPresident do to let the world know how we feel
,about a brave man like Gary Thomas Rowe?

The clarificant paces of the May 5th, 1965 1ssue of llew York!

picture Hewspaper « the Dafly llews - ave rnclos d.
(/ 1( ; AN spectfully, o0

et w b

|
fﬁfJ (u, ,c‘ 5/(}/1

('! )

[ K 2 , 21 MAY
f\ é e To:’ln\crable J. Ldgar ''euver,Director, Feders] Bureau of
Investigation, . eshlngton D C.
pn ||m?ﬂd~(ﬁ News, 220 Last 42nd Street,Manhattan,N.Y.City

by -k ad medn Aa 2240 Eaohth ‘Awan
TS -
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Date: 6/4/65

Transmit the_following in
’ {Type in plaintext ot codel

_.L.......JL......_—.-..-..._...-

Via - AIRTEL e
. {Priority) -
________________________________________________ | S
TO: DIRECTOR, FBL . - . »
FROM: SAC, umu (44- 1549) (RUC) ' o
| o Vo
SUBJECT: EUGENE 'mcms, o ‘ﬁ 4.'-) A
ET AL; v b [ ‘
Mrs. VIOLA UIZZO. b Al e -k e e h,cf‘,._« . -L,“,.. f S
ET AL - VICTIMS: ¢ 4t T ¢ § S Sranem :
| CR-EL_ SN AL S IYN S B Y P '
A ' ia.: ""a ?", ‘l‘ “l t 11 'As &t ‘t'
\ b BREAS Ty .
i‘.i/ » - Re Hm‘. ,lettet to Blrmmshm 5,25,655 X gthn\: o
. - AR R S I TE N " -
/ Enclo:ed for r.he Bureau are. the.- or.lginnl and 9
/‘( six coples o

£1 oncerning info. -
furnished by re money collected
in Ft. Pierce, Fla,, for delense. bf subjects,. ey

S5 -
One copy ea \of 1etterhead memorandum being
furnished to Birminghah ho Qﬂbbue. No further investi-
gation of capt.{.oned nat*e& coptemplated by the Miamji
Division. Uy £ theN @ A TITS- SR A AR
i E v g kY ¢ "l : A
LER T B N S EE ¥ 3% BEE S SR 6§22y -“
’ 3 3 b Bureau (Enc. 7) (RM) 3
1 - Birmingham (44-1236) (Enc. 1) (Info) (RH)
1 - Mobile (Enc. 1) {Info) (RM) ...5.:..- -

. % B3 3§
) e CRW . ;
: / q(.(')) .
e ack \&V.A T Juussss .
ec dl A e . o ,

2 - Miaml (1-64-1549) Civie b e ok (\ |
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UNlp “TATES DEPARTMENT OFQ\”"‘ICE

A}
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

- Miami, Florida . .
E June 4, 1965 X SR

Re: EUGENE THOMAS;
ET AL: A
Mrs. VIOLA wxzzo.
ET AL - VICTIMS

L

On May 24 and June 3, 1965, & source who has
furnished reliable information in the past advised that .
he has learned that during the trial of Collie LeRoy
Wilkins, Jr.,Ray‘Dwens, owner, South Dixie Restaurant,
1010 South 4th Street, Ft. Plerce, Florids, had reportedly
collected $600 in free will donations to be sent to '
Alabama for the defense fund. The collection was reportedly
afranged under the leadership of Wallace Xiwens, who was
head of St. lucie County Rebels. Ft. PLerce, Florida.

»

Informant stated that from his past knowledge
of Wallace Owens he doubted if all or any of the money
actually reached Alabanmsa.

Informant described the St. Lucie County Rebels
g a ha 3_1_1_1: organised group vhich set prior to the Fourth
of July weekend, 1964, ln Ft Plerce, Florida to protest \
proposed racial 1ntegratlon of the beaches and restaurantl_ '
in Ft. Plerce. The organlzltlon never met after June 4,
1964, and disbanded. , . VLN

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI
and i{s loaned to your agency; it and its contentl lta not
to be distributed outside yOut lgency. .

L - - — ]
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Tele Room
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By ANTHONY PUVRTON

' S1afl Correspondent of Tur NrEws
] Hayneville, Ala, May 5—~FBI undercover man

Gary Thomas Rowe accused bullnecked klan law-
“yer Matt H. Murphy Jr. today of conspiring te

. ——r

|smear the FBI by producing false evidence.

As the accumation eame from the witness xtand iIn
Lowndes County Court House, Murphy's pale blue eves

widened in fury. He grabbed hie hat from the defense table

and flung it away, shouling:

Judge T. Worth Thagard or-

dered a recess kn the defense

lawyer gnuld cool down. Five
minutes later, Muiphy apologized
and the case against
klankman Collis J#roy Wilkins,
“21, in the wlaving of Mrs. Viols
Liuzzo, a white civil richts work-
er, eontinued.

Ravwe, whe told & macabre
story yesterday of walching night
rides 2 pump bullete ipto the car
of Mvs. Liuzze, killing her, was
the etate’s wmnsl damaging wit-
ness arainst Wilkins,

Murph:, the imperial klongal
{rounzel} of the klen, was trying
ta cpatroy Bove's erndibility when
th: enurtromm ¢ splosjion came,

380 Acir< of Farmiand'

Murphy charzed that the FBI
had nifered Rowe 500 acres of
farmiand in  Minnexotn if he
rnuld cooperate in bhreaking the
ack of the lrlu&d Kilan of
America.

1 Rut Rewe denied it and, switeh-
ing the atlach, aophsed Mumhy
of instrocting him at a meeting |
in Muiphy's affire to pul that in-
{ormalion oul

Y ~Aw you saving [ told you
that ™ llurphy d- m'mdnl

“Veu© ltnwe ealinly replied

RMurphy: Yoo lidnt tell me
that?®™ Hi: soier war plhhul
high with frr)

. Rowe: “Na, rir

"Then Murphy ﬂ;m: his® hat
and the judre midered the recess,

"1 Pay After the Murder

mnrder

B 601 }H]r‘; ?l:e c:lmlnr?;e\;:ﬁiht‘:
\

I

ol‘ ice, the day Intlawing the
murder. He zaid thet the FBI had
\o T an oﬂhand

“You, you...”

Gnrjr Thnmn_B we
ichs te | his .r-.n

(that ‘he ecould may whatever he
liked to Manphy,

Thiz was after the pecvsed
men had been Guestioned by the,
FII foliowing the Mareh 25 mue.
tier lal hefare Rowe had hee

srevealed av an FRL undereever

'nru-ﬂl.

B oo

nyel bl ..\11_]_._3.,
At "W \\

T L-" LT

cres ol _apple tron
"Ilm. acconhne lbi'nnwe when
Ive menlinned thi= to Murphy, the

lawyer imrodict iy seized on it
and said “ve il mnke it 550
acres sud EiE0000.7

Earlicr, Inve  came  under
heavy stiack T-im Murphy whe
the fanver a-'od him

geiticd_that an ¥ms V1

b e A mph b et g Pl s+ ¥ 2

‘I'he Washington Post and
. Timss Herald .
The Washington Dally News
. The Evening Star
- New York Heruld Tribune
New York Jumcl»Anorlc:m

New York Dally News ———
New York Post’
The New York Timea
‘The Baltimore Sun

X - The Worker
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taken the kian oath. _Rowe xp-

e —r rx, guch as it‘“‘!‘.!.-'_?

Murphy then read out the oath
of atlegiance whirh includes the
words, "I will die rather than A
divulge the (klan) secrets. So
help me God.” Murphy demanded:
“You awore before God?”

Rowe replied quictly, "Yes, to
the best of my knowledge ™
, Rowe told of joining forces
L with the FBI five years ago after
he had been approached by an
agent named Barry Kemp. Five
weeks later he said he received

et e e o e e e his first payment “for expenzes” - W e,
of $40. He said he signed a pe- =TT oA e "_if& -
ceipt for the eash and Rtate -

Prosecutor Arthur Gamble Iater

flourished a bunch of reeeipts

covering the period up to March.

[ Frem $20 te $200

They werse for wvarious sums ¥,
'ad ranging from $20 to more than

. © 1§200,

7 Rowe said he nxed hix first pay-

- ment for klan dues and to buy a

klan robe. A

Murphy pressed Rowe on why
ke had not trird to prevent the
shooting of Mirs. Liuzzo. Rowe
) said he did not fire any shots him-

i pell.

“I did not know anything was
going to be done until they
started shooting,” he said. *I
thought they were just going to
slop the car, There are various
ways of stopping another car

without shooting at it.” et . e
Murphy twice tried to conneet = i e}& ;
Rowe with the Communist Party, - ; R LS Ve
asking §f he wax a member or .
"l,";d c\u‘;’ received money from it
¢ judpe pustained a prowecu-
tion objeclion to the ‘u.-’-h-.!'
. -l‘ . - -‘:' ” ;.
- LA - - ' p
, .
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Delense attorney Matt

ay.

at eourt hoose yeate

Jr. halds mynterlous revolver ax he arrives
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INTE ATION O
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
DATE:  7/1/65. Re: L GLAE THOUAS; et alg

. VICLA L1UZZO
T FCI, Birmirghen (44-1236) oo amtneay’ o puizzo,

;0¥ JLROME MOTON - VICTIMS;
- CR - EL S

Inveice of Contenta

ot t 7 Dcf.!?l--'l'r:
Re Bureau airtel dated 6/29/6.: t 2 ] Document
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UNITED STATES . (ERNMENT

L

| wEeT Q0 O~
|
| Memorandum

TO _ iy~ _  DIRECTOR, FBI (’t4-236C1) DATE: §/25/65

>

. FROM -(}73‘3Ac, MOBILE (44-1245) : ; A

SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka;
ET AL - VICTIMS A
CR - EL

Re Mobile airtel to Bureau, 5/6/65.

Enclosed for the Bureau and Birmingham are two

copies each of two photographs. S :
Number 1 shows f{rom left to right MATT X MURPHY, JR.,

Klan Autﬂrney, and ROBERT? CREEL, Klan official, Bessemey, .

_Ala. fhoto Number 2 shouo MATT H. MURPHY, JR.; WILLIA TON; (_

L 'WILKINS; EUGENE THOMAS; ROBERT CREEL. (

N - me———

-—

)
2 ) porcau (Enc,d) (i) L///ﬂ
2 = DIrminingham (Enc 4) (rH) (44-12306) -
3 - Mclile “(Bh-1245)
(1 - 15,-190 SF 7)
RGR: 1ch

(7)

4

NPTy s

e
$

- %y, //f/_t;;g&o/ Y

T L dea i

{ R v e 1?‘%!119@'1955 -
. ) 3 . TM{ -
-\\ / ti . _m-s\::".ﬂ'*“"mhv |
\ , .
JUL 121965
TR R . =

A-‘-;"';—J-A..-ﬁ - " - . , N £ - =




T O TG e e :Aﬂon._{wﬂ.n‘uw ¥ S —
W.N'&.V..;ﬂ»lxhh A N{h-%.lgiﬂmﬂ e south e e







S L < * 4

6/25/65

. 1 - Mr. Hines.

tel . ;" - . : : ’.s

To: SAC, Birmimghgn (44-1236) ' 2
From: Director, FBI (44-23601) - 4 a& _

k.
EUGENE TIIOMAS, ET AL; ~
MRS, VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL - VICTIM

CIVIL RIGUTS - ELECTION LAYS . O

- -k"
_) Reurairtel 6/22/65 entitled "Collie Leroy ¥ilkins;
Racial Matters." o

With regard to Eroceeding againlt Iubjecf v
Collfe Lecroy Wilkins on the probation violators warrant

currently outstanding arainst him, the Bureau considers

.this a metter entirely within the province of the U. S,
Attorney's Office and the Department of Justice and therefore
cannot rcnder any opinion whotever regarding initiation of
proceedings to revoke his probation.

' JWi/ral . ' -, - ‘ ’
o () . . o
bt SEE NOTE ON PAGE TW. 1/ o ! :
Ruder _ N - L
Tlowh : } J : : T

tam—— - )/,
s 60UL g 5955
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NOTE:

‘ -
—§ Collie Leroy Wilkins is one of the three subJectS*‘
pesently under state indictment for the murder of ¥rs, Vio
Lfuzzo, His initial trial on the indictment resulted in a
hung jury and be is expected to be retried in September, 1965,

At the time of his arrest on 3/26/65 be was on probation for
violation of the National Firearms Act which charge was brought
by the Alcohol Tobacco Tax Division of the Treasury Depar tment
and a probation violators warrant was issued, He is currently
under $500 bond on that warrant. Birmingham has advised that -
AUSA Taylor has requested the Bureau's opinion and that we .
obtain the Department's Opinion as to wheiher or not now woulid
be the proper time to proceed against Wilkins to revoke the - °
probation. The parole violators warrant issued from a matter
entirely outside of the Bureau's jurisdiction and the opinion
requested of the Bureau by Taylor is entirely prosecutive and
beyond the scope of the Bureau's authorit
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i~ Date: 6/22/65 ! .
R ) : R SR
Transmit the fdflowing in ! -
{Type in plaintext or code) 1 ' ~

AIR AIRMAIL !
Vic : !
(Priority) P
L

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI

connecuion wvith i€ murlaer o1 v;vurl IJI.UMU. l% ‘ e I-J-IB U:l. lll.- ’
arrest in Birmingham on 3/26/65 a Probation Violator's warrant
was also issued, He was pot released at the same time as the other
two subjects in this case because of the Probation Violator's
warrant. He was subsequently released on an additional $500 bond
because of- the Probation Violator's warrant,

Action seeking to revoke his probation was withheld by the

U, B, Attorney's office until the State trial in Hayneville, Ala,
had heen onmnletod As the Bureau knn-n the initial Etate trial

124
FROM: BAC, BIRMINGHAK (157-1159) Ac PO J,y{lw
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS - L
RM . |
‘J/ Captioned subject was one of three persons indicted in 3“*"“4-
nnnnn [ X .9 -md-bh &bk wa ol mll WETMNY A T FTINFT *

at Hayneville ended in a hung jury.

{3 Bureau -

2 Mobile ]

3 Birmingham e
(2 157-1159) LT
(1 44-1236) @ ‘7 "%

RGJ:fc

(8)

c c [] Wick‘ 6.{1’"1/‘

Approved: Sent!

Special Agent in Cﬂ\}ge
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Date:

Transmit the folloW¥m; in

(Type in plaintext or code!)

Via

I !

(Priority)

e — i b o — i e — W W P W T e e - —— — T — i —— N —

BH 157-1159

taken by the Federal Government might well interfere with future
action planned by the State,

Therefore, it is requested that the Bureau furnish its
opinion and the opinion ofthe Department as to whether or not this
is an appropriate time to proceed against COLLIE LEROY WILKINB, - {

The Mobile Office should ascertain from the appropriate
authorities their views as to whether or mnot Federal action insofar
as revoking the probation of WILKINS would have any apprecinblo
bearing on the future retrial of WILKINS in locnl Court, «

Ll . L
YN

Approved: Senl

Per
Special Agent in Charge .
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- UNITED STATES GO 'MENT ‘ _——

/. Memorandum L =

! . Felt

Gale
T(-’ : llr-.{JBe'hnont’),(' : DATE:. 6-2B-65 ,,". / / =
A . ot L1e¥s)
o i . L / 1- Mr. Mohr . v /' ooty Sy
FROM : A Roseh. ' / 1- Mr, Deloach toind T
G 1- Mr, Callahan &32237
SUBJECT . 1- Mr, Belmont ;f
* EUGENE TIIOMAS, ET AL; . 1~ Mr. Rosen
MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL -  1- Mr, Malley 27,{1,44\
VICTIMS 1- Mr. McGowan
CIVIL RIGHTS -~ ELECTION LAWS 1~ Mr, Hines

, lf-

St. John Barreit, Attormey im Civil Righis Di iﬁiﬁﬁ
advised on 6-28-65 that the Department is in receipt of a x
letter which Mr, Liuzzo, husband of the victim, wrote to the }
White Housc, According to Mr, Barrett, Mr. Liuzzo requests h
that certain personal items belonging to the victim such as

her weddingz ring be returned to him; and that he also be
compensated for loss of the use of the Liuzzo automobile which
victim was driving at the time of her murder; and also.compensate
for any damage that might have occurred to the car from processin
by authorities. The instant car is being held by Alabama State
Authorities for evidence in connection with the state prosecution
of this mnrtter, Liuzzo states that he has no basis for a claim
against the insurance company covering the car and he still 1
required to make payments on the purchase of the car. ,

Mr, Barrett advised that the Department is réplyi
\ to ¥Mr, Liuzzo informing bim that the Department is writing to '
the Alaboma State Authorities requesting that all items belonging
to Mrs. Liuzzo not of evidentiary value be returned to Mr, Liuzzo

Y LI Ty . L. Ka o I B % Y wid e ommad Al
ana LE HUF,BMDLLIIB DU u.l.l.l'l l.lllllr l.l= -.I.DU -A‘.bc nj.uuu.nul -uuuvla.i-‘.cn L

along the same lines. The Department is furnishing Mr, Liuzzo
an inventory of personal itens belonging to Mrs, Liuzzo, as
reflected in its files, which items are in possession of the
Alabama State Authorities,

Mr. Barrett stated Mr, Liuzzo is also being furnished
‘sppropriate forms in the event he feels he has a claim against
the Federal Government in connection with the processing of the
car, Any such claim would be handled by the Civil Division of

the ‘.l‘)epartment.‘ . “Eg_\w - &5@q ‘J 01
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Memorgpdum to Mr. Belmont
RE: :¥ EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. S

It was pointed out to Hr Barrett that at the
time Mrs. Liuzzo was murdered on 3-25-65

owever, he still intended to furnish the above
orms to Mr, Liuzzo and to contact the state authorities g

the Department desired to lend a sym athetic ear to his

b4
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UNITED STATES G&¢F "NMENT O Tojon -
) —
Memorandum £
W Conrud
TO :Mr, ,B-.glmont ' ‘- vaTE:  July 8, 1965 EE::.-. —
e gt T N 1 - Mr. MOhr ! :l.“:ltﬂ
FROM A, sen/ } 1 - Mr, DeLoach 7. 25
M 1 - MI‘. Belmont Ga::y"
1 - Mr, Rosen
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS ET AL, 1 - Mr, Malley
YIOLA LIUZZO AKA ET AL, - VICTIMS 1~ Mr, MCGOW&D ,, -‘
CIVIL RIGHTS = ELECTION LAWS 1 - Mr, Hine ‘
. . 1M Matindale ,
-‘ ;

represents the defendants in this case, has filed a civil action ag
our informant seeking $6, 000 for legal services allegedly rendered ~ -

’ R is noted that Matt Murphy, the Klan attorney who f ﬁ/

at the time of the U. S, Commissioner's hearing when Murphy Eh"'
represented the informant to the extent of arranging his bond, He A
has not represented the informant since that t:lme. N P‘{‘-‘ ¢

- ABAC Jensen, Birmingham, advised that the local -
Shentf’s Office holds a subpoena calling for the informant to appear .-
in this matter on 7/8/65, The Sheriff's Office attempted to serve the | )
subpoena at the FBI Office in Birmingham and service was refused, ( /
It is noted that informant is not in Alabama,

A local press inquiry was received by the Birmingham 2 __/’ / -
Office this morning, apparently instigated by Matt Murphy. The 7 °: ‘
press inquired as to whether the informant will appear today and the
reporter was given "no comment, ¥ ‘ s
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The Birmingham Division is not in possession of '’ by
a’transcript of the WILKINS trial, wherein subject informant
was o kev witness. It is therefore cnuested that the ‘b14—
Mobil livision obtain and {forward
UACB, a copy of the transcrip
with that portioh'which concerns anomanf's testimony
in ordcl that he may refresh his recollection and be in a.+ -
) position to be an effective witness in tlpe torthcoal.ng'--’- ,‘P-“'
trial scheduled 9/27/65. : : % e
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

M emorandum :
0 : Aas;stant Attorney General DATE:  7/18/85 1T
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ' :
«+ROM : Director, FBI

sunject: EUGENE THOMAS,
ET AL
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA; v
BT AL - VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS

-

Reference ies made to
(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of ODHEXX Lo
XIZED a letterhead memorandum dated 7/12/65
at Birmingham . _

A- [ ] Thie covers the preliminary inveatigation lnd ke

no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department 80 directs. *. N i" 5.

P

[ ™e investigation is continuing and you wiili”~‘
be furnished coples of reports as they are received & ¢

C. [_] The investigation requested by you has now! 3”'

been completed, Unless advised to the contrary no further in--
quiries will be made by this Burehu,.: . AL N

- -2

D. [ ] Pursuant to 1nstructions 1ssued by the Depart-'
went, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unleas _ _
apecitically directed by the Department.. N R E1E‘
E. [ Piease advise whether you desire any further in- ;
vestigation. . h '

F. This 1s submitted for your 1nformtion and you o
will be ad vise urther developments. ) q

G. [::]Thia i1s submitted for your information and no ) /)}?)
further investigation will be conducted unless specirically re- _ :

qQuested by the Department,

H. This covers the receipt of a eomplaint and no
further action w 11 -be taken by this Bureau unless the Depurtment e
so directs. IR
- ROTE: Copiles of letterhead memorandum have been furnished to the’
ngar%ggnt of the ﬁrny the Department of the Air Force, the
partmen the av'i and to the United Btates Secret Bervice.
(o]

Agpropriate state and local authorities as well as FBI personnel
80 slerted to contents,

3
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT N ' Mok .__..'_\F
Deloocl o
Memorandum | e
TO =-Mr§ Mohr DATE: July 19, 1965 s:.l..’yaz
Teve!
i Trotter
FROM : @ . DeLoach Horees
. D. / 1/ o
g e 'ﬂ/ /f"l s
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; ",:}- A3
MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS | f - [ VE .
CIVIL BIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS - - ¢ - f PRL iy
A G ROWE - INFORMANT : ; ,); Zfl :;ﬁ
i ‘N K ﬁn’

For record purposes, Mﬂgp»Dorman, a reporter formerly employed
by "Mewsday, "' a daily newspaper in Long Island but now a free-lance writer, on
7-13-65 came in to see Wick,’ He said he is associated with William Bradford

uie who has written considerably on tivil rights matters in the South particularly
the murder of the three civil rights workers in Philadelphia, Mississippi, last
year. Dorman said he and Huie, through the attorneys of Gary Rowe, will soon
make an offer to Rowe of a three-way money 8plit intended to cordvince him he
should cooperate with them in telling his story concernlng the Liuzzo murder.
- ~ v . \:

Dorman said that he will write the book after talkihg to Rowe and

that Huie will write the screen version for movie use. Already said Dorman he

| has a $75, 000 guarantee for the book and a $75, 000 promise for the movie. The
resulting $150, 000 would be split three ways, $10, 000 would be given to Rowe
immediately after the trial and the remaining $40, 000 of his share within a few -
months thereafter. Also Rowe would share, according to Dorman, in a.ny upwarc
negotiation ad]ustments in the movie and book rights, .sales, etc

. v '
e oo e d e ‘,.zwf‘

ACTION RKEN: B R&.m LO'

j,,_.’\ ek AN AN ——— L |

Wick told Dorman ihis was all well and good but that the FBI would
have absolutely nothing to do with any of this, could not and would not help Dormar
and Hule and would have no part of this. Dorman 8aid he understood. , He stated,
however, he believed Huie and he will be successful in giving the hlghest money
offer to Rowe evefitually. Dorman said further that he self intended to t'avel
around the country digging into the ba.ckgromd of the case. Witk mwrétéﬂ' we .

could not help him. J JUL 26 1965 .
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1- Mr éelmont - :

1 - Mr. Rosen W

1 - Mr. Sullivan - /.
-Mr, Jones - Y
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_;} Attached hereto 18 & Xerox copy of & Noticc or Jdi
%.. Taking Deposition addressed .to PAUL JOHNSTON, Attorney:at |:
¢ law, t.he Attomey of Record tor, GARY .!H(HAS ROHE, tJRo w}‘ Y ot

o Lo T ¥
L e ¢
¥ T It 1! noted that Notice or ‘I‘alung Deposition TaRA

' =

requeata the issuance of a subpoena to ROHE, .deposition tg,;,bo
taken on 7/8/65 at Birmingham, Alabma e e #’_J T.‘-iﬂ‘j{;" 2'1 R
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PAUL .'IOlﬂI’S'I'ON has not been 1n contact lj.th thi.l e

.l ?
&
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'ﬂh
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£

w2y ‘; office concerning the taking of such a deposition, It is )
“|3%  assumed, however, that as the Attorney of Record for ROHE,

&
i

i& necessary action 1n responae to :this not!.,co ;will be taken_ ¥
by JOHNSTON. SRRt .1,’ R WL T A .-.8['- ffr_ u;\,‘; ﬂr‘ .
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l{" o UACB, this orrice does not contemplate contaqt qith,. . ;i*
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UNITED STATES Uy . ERNMENT

Memorandum
To - Assistant Attorney General DATE: 7/7/6%
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
FROM : Director, FBI =00

SUBJECT: EUGI'NE THOMAS, ET AL )- ] .t
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA |
LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS A

CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS

Reference is made to memorandum dated
(your file ). )

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Speclal -
Agent dated .
at -

A. [] This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. h '

B. [ ] The investigation is continuing and you will
be furnished coples of reports as they are recelived,

C. [] The investigation requested by you has now
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quiries will be made by this Bureau.

D, [ ] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart-
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department.

E. [_] Please advise whether you desire.any further in-
vestigation, L

F. [ Thie is submitted for your information and you
will be mdvised of further developments.

- G. [XX] T™his 1s submitted for your information and no
further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re-
quested by the Department,

H, This covers the receipt of a complaint and no
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department
a0 directs. :

Enc. NOTE: ‘Enclosed is Notice“of Taking Deposition dated 6/29/65.
Copy of attached notice enclosed pursuant to discussion of BA H
with Mr. Parsons 7/7/65. Mr, Johmnson has mot contacted our
Birmingham office regarding this notice and no action is being
taken in the absence cf = specific request, ,)_f)‘ .
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" PLACE: Said deposition shall bes taken in the Hearing Room Of

ciial e i.?a;z:'l'. Jn..

Plaintiff gy G'Juc'u. cm.un o. hind

-

vB.

R .
P [

CLOT AUNNE BRAT, She

if Defendant - Mo, LR
NOTICE OF TAKING DEPOSITION = =%
T0:  ThUL JHNITEIOU ’ , - LT
-hiu.u..;i- et Lot ° DR S, o f .
V) i sdtsh & Craelt g - T T
AROETS LEn EONANGE Bl Ll e
R sty sabiiow i3 102 e KRN, O3, Bov LO, .
AS ATTORNEY OF RECORD FOR _ = DTN LT wasdentenky

~  You are hereby notifiez thet the ~+. "...--- wlll take
the 1;=-st1mony by deposition upon oral 2xemination i for the purpose

Lof, _ viiogz in this »suse in accordance with the laws -

of Zlabamz and particularly ir ec:ords:::e with the provisions of,
to-wit, Act No. 375, of the ;9J, Legislature of Alabama of the fol-

lowing named persons, fo-wit: W)L vd Lved, e, the dsfeningt,
J’_‘ JRnmLot S Jovcon L TR o et iwmeesy s d ard i s
LN L PP A

TIME: . Said deposition shall be taken on ‘.:‘*r t-5h
T19. .5, commencing at T i-00 7. i » and‘rrom time to time

thereafter as said depoéition may be continued ror comple-_“_
tlon, .

Birmingham Court Bepor._ng Co., 503 Frank Nelson Building,
Birmingham, Alabama (-.;

PERSON BEFORE Sald deposiil:: ..ali . -cxen before Remon A, -
WHOM TAKEN: . Crockett .. who is -

suthorized to i .afeier Daths Sy the lau st ‘.‘;Q‘:-—.' .
the State of Aiatcma. ;

-.., Tae Glark will please 1ssue .2 subpoena -.-. :» __:__:._.__
L A PR ST Dnmee = T .
feﬁ €43 taking of ¢ 3..w deposition at_the LLvtb b.areE_Elme
and’ place. ] ) - _
Do L day of _ .o o 19...,....' .
tf ‘- B.V ."'"“"-—f‘
- Attorne
L & . e 2. -.cy.xr
. * . CERTIFICATE AS TO SERVICE = 1 i
) hereby certify that a true copy of the £3I1I ;2 Potiu.
hce *+is day been mailed r- *oze prepaid to Zo O oL ik
: es Atkorne-  Record for . Tooolini, oo oty U
E—-:—‘_ -_— D v ¥ _‘,’1".’_ el e 8 e
on Ta T the _ _-~day of __ T s 30i =~ - .
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FD-102 (Rev, 11-10-84) - : ; .

)
)

[ Chech, when submitting semiannual inventory, if no previous cormespondence with Burees.

Baufile | &nct::.al SBubmitting Office File # o
. - - e : !
2/ éfi-i'f 4 (’_/ e W T Ha=1236 o ?
- YUl lta S ‘
Title and acter of Case - ] _ VLAV . . }s i |
EUGTCNE THOiS; - -VIOLA LIUZZ0 « VICTIM) L s
WILLIAY o LLT' EATONg L'RCY JTROME MOTON = VICTDI.
COLLIE LVROY WILXINS, JR.j CR = FL - AL
GTARY THOMAS ROVE, JR. _
% Date Property Acquired Sowrcs From Which Properly Acquired
- | - Apt. 354
3-26~65 _ |Authorized scarch Gary Thoms Rowe, Jr 205 16th, Pliu':;.
Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit RcmfwneuntwndemdmmeDupouof
| Gun Van]_t ' L. Evidencc PR _a_‘_.h___;.im_.‘..-mn-iva—>- n—- e an b B
Dumphon of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Bame o
' a1
1. One German made Bayonet and ‘Sheath. X L T

2. 0Ono Nowport Model CN double barrel sawed off ahutgun. SN T 70594. '
3../ One .box twelve gauge Peters extra .l.ong range shells, a' ’

4. Oune Revelation twelve gauge shotgun shell,

- 5. One box twolve gauge shotgun shells (21) :l.ocated in closot or !‘ront :
bedroom LFugcne Thomas's house, ot

6+ One box Peters 38 caliber amaunition, containing ten rounda.

| I (.o '
. | C{qo({ m.zééaﬁrﬁl .y /3
. e G 4 s #&L}%’—i—-ﬁ

s ’"-r Y

AKZQI%S
il 7.

FBl—BIRMI
i SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PlOP!l’ﬂ’ ﬂli‘lhl ond Iﬂol I
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FD-192 (Rev. 11-30.84)

, ) Chech, when submitting semionnual inventory, if mo previous comespondence with Bureou.
Bufile _ Status of | Bubmitting Office Filo #

, | BINITRG AN 44-1236 o

49[ /[} / P ‘ Offics of Origin |File # A

- | wosrie ' -
T:tlonnd actar of Case , . ) ¢ ’{1

 EUGENE TIOAS, FTAL _ o . R
VIOLA Lruz'm' ala, FTAL « Victins ' S
CR, CL . . !

3 ' 2
Date Proporty Acquired Souwrce From Whick Property Acquired

- 3=20<65 Soarch of residonce of W, EATON, IOVI T R

LRoute 6, Dox 866, ansnmar. "Ala

s

i

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit nu.outgnaunxmdmmmmmm»nspou«u-
~Gun Vault . Evidonce ~ - - = oo ettt
Deacription of Property or Exhibit and ldentity of Agent Submitting Seme _ t! ;
'1s 3 boxes Federal .22 long rif.‘ge Hi-Power rinfire ctgs. . ™ " ! .z--i :
2." 1 box Hi-Power rimfire ctgs. : g SRR . ‘l‘
3. 1 box Cam;c—:k ;22 J.ong rifle standard velocity ctgs. a 6 i :
_ R

R 1,/473%/ T e

o a o 4?7’3—36_;&5'7"

] | 4 T‘os _ . mm.p?am
. . e o MAR 26 1965
9 ' l FBl — BIRMINGHAM

SUSMITTED BY: SA

! SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION T® JUSTIFY IETENTION oF PROP!IT‘I’ (llﬂhl h‘ M) '

gOAUGB—%Bbb . B




o FD-193 (Rev. L1-10-84) F b D' A o i
| . —3—"-6-’-65-——‘
. ] Chack, when submitting semionnual hu:ﬂuoq. & mo previous corespondencs with Bure su.
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This case concerns the murder of
jvil Rights worker Viola Liuzzo near Selma,
labama, 3-25-65. Gary Rowe furnished
aformation in this case leading to the arrest

Lt []

nd indictment of 3 subjects charcel
lling of Mrs. Liuzzo. )

Vlatt Murphy, Klan aitorney, represents ; '
defendants in this case and also filed civil .
suit against Rowe seeking $6, 000 for legal .
services allegedly rendered when he repre-  oryy— A

- ortod Rowe at US Commissioner’s hearing to [& NEYS

BCIILTW Aoy
the extent of arranging bond. He hasnot

represented Rowe since that time, Paul
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WSS RS M e R SR S S Sy S TR e mR e Em D mp EE W S W S W T ke AP B e S AR A RS W ORGSR A SR W

T2 :08-FM CST URGENT 8-18-65 WEP . X
’/}RECTO" AND SAN FRANCISCO ' ' . '
,(zou BIRMINGHAM 182220 | 5'; o
te ()\ siza bt 83 b ) :
EUGENE THUMAS, ET AL; VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, Es AL-V!CTIMS. -(féé::__-
" vy ;GJ?::E]-. 2L ~ i ¢ 5‘ ‘ , U
bkl oo A £ }f > z ’ '
m& TODAY MR, PAUL JOHNSTON, BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY, ™{& - )

REPRESENT ING GARY THOMAS ROWE 1IN SUIT" BROUéHT‘AGAlNST“'“‘f‘“*‘*"J‘*s
ROWE BY KLAN ATTDRNEY MATT mmpuv. CQN‘.’ACT"B BIRMINGHAM :

OFFICE AND REQUESTED THAT ROWE CALLIHIM AT BIRMINGHAMZ,. | 1o
TELEPHONE NUMBER 322-3338 BETWEEN 2 PM AND 5 PM 68T ON © ' - - |
FRIDAY, AU.UST 20, NEXT, JOHNSTON STATED HE DESIRES-T0" tt*_;j

- Ty
—

DISCUSS Wi TH ROWE SEVERAL QUESTIONS THAT HAVE®COME UP =,

CONCERNING THE SUIT REFERRED TO
STATED HE HAS IN HIS POSSESSION

WILLIAM BRADFORE HUIE

IIUII.. .

IM | LS NIV
wirea N

ROWE $25,000 FOR THE PRIVILEGE

£ ..

1

ABOVE. JOHNSTON AaLso® !0 &7
A CONTRACT FROM AUTHDR_ .

. -
UNIC ANDEC YN NDAw ..
N RUNLLe IV  TAT

F WRITING A STORY covzniue
RONE'S ACTIVITIES AS A KLAN tNFZOﬁANT. JOHNSTON STATED
HUIE HAS REQUESTED HIM TO HAVE ROWE SIGN THE couTnacrf‘ij*
AT A TIME THAT WOULD NOT INTERFERE W1TH PENDING TRIALS

IN CAPTIONTD MATTER, JOHNSTON STATED HE WILL ADVJSE

ROWE NOT 10 SIGN TH1S CONTRACT WNTIL THE TRIALS IN THIS

TTCR APE DISPOSED OF,

JOHISTON ADVISED PRESENCE OF ROWE WILL BE NECESSARY ',
IN BIRMINGHAM ON SEPTEMBER 7, NEXT, WHEN SUIT AGAINST ~o'
ROVE WILL BE HEARD IN LOCALCOURT UNLESS CASE 1S SETTLED D)

UL OF COLRT PRIOR VO THAT Tiwe, REC-65 4/Y - 2J40/ j
‘ ARRANGE FOR ROWE TO CALL JOHNSTON
I

RECEIVED: 0:10 PM RUP . < Co } ~‘
f 1 . F : o, |
i TR -40‘5 vt i )f" | ‘i !;/ |
,‘g-m j“p(zﬁlg{ a3 it g \1} 3 !
"OA”!‘O;‘{QER r,"‘ _‘5?4( N
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if the lnulhgcnce coninined in the gbove me ssage is to be disseminated outside l-hc Buwreos, i b lq‘ﬂtudﬂaﬁ i

paraphrased in order Lo protect the Buregu's erypiographic systems, ‘ 1
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REBSTEL TO BUREAU' AND SAN FRANCISCO ADGUST 18 Lesr,
AND TELCALL BUREAU'TO BIRMINGHAM TODAY. 4

MR. PAUL JOHNSTON, ATTORNEY REPRESENTING GARI fybms
ROWE IN SUIT BROUGHT AGAINST ROWE BY KLAN, “ATTORNEY wazt

MURPHY, .HAS ADVISED WILL NOT, BE NEGESSARY Fon'aow€*§o l *EQ ;
CONTACT HIM TODAY BY TELEPHONE AS_PREVIOUSLY REQUES'(FD-uu!
IN REFERENCED BIRMINGHAM TELETYPE IN VIEW OF "DEATH bF Uy
MATT MURPHY IN AUTOMOBILE ACC IDENT’ NEAR TUSCA oosa‘ﬁ'i*‘ .&g T

. ALABAMA, EARLY TODAY. = - coh Ln AR ;ggg;»4ﬁﬂ,ﬁ:fr

JOHNSTON STATED MURPHY'S' DEATH WILL LHANGE' MANY PLANS ; & -;’ LI

AND HE WILL LET'BIRMINGHAM OFF 1CE-KNOW WHEN convensi’hm* SR
WITH ROWE 1S DESIRED AT LATER DATE.: JOHNSTON. EXPRESSED OPINION '
HEARING SCHEDULED IN SUIT AGAINST ROWE AT. BIRM{NGHAM T fs‘-

SEPTEMBER 7, NEXT, WILL BE POSTPONED INDEFINITELY.-*BUREAU ;
AND SAN FRANCISCO WILL BE ADVISED, FURTHER WHEN ADDIT ONAL¢ -; L
INFORMATION RECE IVEQ. Al -+ ' cpetaast " SRR
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UNITED STATES GO\ NMENT _ ot
' P bnit—
,/ Memorandum e —
. Mr, Roseh |- DATE: August 20, 1965 . e ———
¢ . , / _ o . E:':‘.h:—-—
FROM . C. M Go : 'rn’f’ : l - MI'. ROSED :;:::.:._r-—
- L. c.j\fa 1 - Mr, Malley Gondy —o——
- € 1~ Mr. McGowan
SUBJECT: EUGEL, THOMAS, ET AL, 1 -~ Mr, Hines g
VIOL/ ."LIUZZO, ET AL, - VICTIMS A ' 1
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS - V\ it
Hii . %S 60) !
Information was received that atiorney Matt Murphy was killed in
an automobile accident near Tuscaloosa, Alabama, early in the morning of 1
AuguSt 20) 1965, i it A e e S e it ol s st '\0 -~
i . ot LU A
It is noted Murphy presently has pending a suit against Gary Thomas N

Rowe, Jr,, Bureau informant, The Buit seeks to recover $6, 000 which Murphy NI O
contended was for professional services rendered. As this matter is |

1
scheduled for a hearing early in September, Paul Johnston, Birmingham attorney®™ &
who is representing Rowe, had requested that Rowe contact him telephonically ~ 9
between 2:00 and 5:00 p. m., central standard time, on Friday afternoon 8/20/65.
Arrangements had been set up for Rowe to be in contact with the attorney. H
ACTION: | . N | E

SAC Ingram of the Birmingham Office was telephonically contacted E
and advised to immediately get in touch with attorney Paul Johnston. Ingram

- A dd A iinnlene ool o mm—ad B
was to advise Johnston of the death of attorney Matt Murphy and ascertain

~ whether or not it will now be necessary for our informant to make contact with -

attiiney Johnston, Ingram will contact Johnston and advis

the Bureau of Johnston's reply.
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oo Augt lé, 1965 . R
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION ’ . _ _
This case concerns tr— murder of . ”-

civil rights worker Viol. uiuzzo near . b

.Gary Rowe furnished the information
in this case leading to the arrest and P
subsequent indictment of the three
subjects on charge of L ino Mrs.,

Selma, Alabama, 3/25/65. 3 _ r
] i 5 . b

: Surphy, y
Klux Klan, who represents the defend-

ants in this case,has filed a civil
action against Rowe seeking $6,000 for
legal services allegedly rendered at
the time of the U, S. Commissioner's
hearing when Murphy represented Rowe
to the extent of arranging his bond. : :
lle has not represented Rowe since that|{ . _ __ . . L.
time. Birmingham being instructed to o - o ISP

expedite information re Murphy's remarks,’
CDC/pak
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TELETYPE Wi o Tl
. Mr.Felt____ 7, |
ITV .
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FBI TAMPA M
] : . Mies Goy;
9\00 - PM EST VED 'URGENT  8-17-65 . - ——n =

TO DIRECTOR, MOBILE, BIRMINGHAM, SAN FRANCISCO AND SAVANNAH

L A R e v WS

T - PERSONAL ATTENTIOR SAC ';;)f

-

. . .
FROM TANPA \44-313\  1-P @/\ ehsn Kocwn B8 S
amps EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL\ VIOLA LIZZUO, AXA ET AL, VICTINS, [
b N iy - :
" - : ; /glf
SH F1.. . ) L3 /w i f

- m‘ull “.
/v

<, TU STATION VIVT TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED ME SEVER FIFTY'FIVE
P.M. TONIGHT STATING THAT ATTORNEY MURPHY IN BIRMINGHANM, ﬂ.l. IN
 CONNECTION ¥WITH HIS SUIT TO COLLECT FEE FROM GARY ROVE ST?TED THAT

GARY ROVE 1S IN TAMPA, FLA., IUNDER HEAVY GUARD BY SIX FBI OCENTS

AROUND THE CLOCK, COSTING TAX PAYERS ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY DOLLARS A /

DAY. HE SAID IF GARY ROVE DOES NOT APPEAR IN CONNECTION WITH THIS -

S D
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FBI
Date: 8717765

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

vw'AIRn:L AIR MAIL - REGISTERED
. (\ {Prionity)
- }'—-—-—-E_..—_————-———.————————:.__.;-..-_...__' i — -
e : L T
{DIRBCTOR; FBI (44-28601) b
H M R - .
;\RAC FRANCISCO (uu-sos) A 5.:3?,_;
: . N ;\‘ .
RE: VEUGENE THOMAS; ET AL.; A
VIOLA Lluzzo; ET AL, -"VICTIMS = ! : |
4] . CR=EL .. ... IS TS S ..riw. ?ua . ﬁ...si._s.mm i
'"f 1 Y i '% . s
. - B ': . VJ‘: 1.. ra"‘- "
! Callf 1

An artxcle in the “Oakland-Trzbune,' Oakland California,
daily newspaper, under caption, "Dixie Trio Faces Triai in Slaying,}
quotes Alabama Lowndes County Prosecutor ARTHUR GAMBLE ,~JR. as
saying that COLLIE WILKINS would go on trial during the ueek‘of
9/27/65, for the slaying of Mrs, LIUZZO. EUGENE THOMAS and y

WILLIAM EA'I‘ON are also accused in this crime. San Francisco is

agr:um-nnc that GARY T, nnur JR. will have to be ‘"azlabla' fﬁrs .

conferences and testlmony beginnlng 9/25/55. > ' Ry
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_ As requested earlier,r"ﬂobil'e is requested to immediately ¥ ¢
furnish a readable copy of the transcript of the first trial.

If Mobile desires, it may send a transcript of the trial
“ who will Xerox it and immediately return the .
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To: SACs, San Francisco (44-608) ok -z
’ lbl;olhlzlée ‘5(44-1245) . >t @ -
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Recent public statcments made by Attormey Mitt ° ;.
Murpliy prior to his death on 8/20/63 quoted him asg Btltln‘ 3
that Rowc was being maintained by the FBI under guarf in = ,
.Tanpa, Florida, Although the Bureau recognizes that these’ !
reporto rre completely false, 4t 48 logical to assuma tha
peresons looking for Rowe would do B0 in the Tanmpa aren as }
a reoult of theoe reports. Also it can be expected that -t
. the death of Attorney Matt Murphy will result in a_ * s
postpon~nient 0f the retriel of ¥Wilkins which was initially- v
schedulcd for 9/27/65, : e N
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Mobile will follow the appdintment of a new “‘;‘f ;
attorncy for Wilkins closoly and keep the Bureau currently’ :
adviced of developments. Alro advise the Bureau pfomptly ° 4

of any poctponemont of the scheduled retrial of '1%' A8, ) _

. initinlly eet for 9/27/08, . . .. ¢
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