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' _ ' l- Mr, Mohr aﬁﬂ;:::
FROM A Rose / : 1~ Mr. Deloach : Holmes — .
E 1~ Mdr. Belmont V Gonty
SUBJECT:  guGENE THCMAS, ET AL, 1= Mr. lalley
VIOLA LIUZZO, ’ AKA (DECEAGED) 1~ Mr. McGowan A I

LEROY JFROME MATSON - VICTIMS 1- Mr. Hines
CIVIL RIGIITS,
ELECTION LAWS

J ’. C-

: - On 4-29-65, Ipspector Joe Sullivan at Selma,

Alabama, advised that Matt llurphy, Defense Attorney in this

case, had obtained a subpoena for FBI Director, J. Edgar

Boover, This is to advise that the subpoena has been Vs
received today, (5-3-65). The subpoena is directed to ;o
"J. Edgar lloover, Director FBI, Washington, D. C." and . '
commands il Director's appearance in the Lowndes County =
Circuit Court in Alabama in the case of the'"State of Alabam
versus Collie Leroy Wilkins.' The subpoena is issued for
appearancc on May 3, 1965. Subpoena dated 4-28-65 and issued
by L. E. I'arlette, Clerk. - n J

A8 you have been previously advised, the Department

that such a subpoena would have ne force and effect

e boundaries of the State of Alabama,

T A

fas bees

This subpoena ic—h-+ng referved Lo the Civil Rights
Division of the Department for appropriate handliIng.
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L
K _ May 4, 1965
GENLRAL INVESTIGATIVE DNISI(Q s
This case rclates _ne murder of

civil rights worker, Mrs. vViola Liuzzo,

-t : 1
Rl ;between gelma and Montgomery, Alabama,
”1on 3-25-65. ° '

-

- Matt H. Murphy, I+, is the
defense attorney for the three gubjects
charged with the murder.

- Trial of subject Collie Leroy N
4 Wilkins began 5-3-65, at Hayneville, Alabama.
Motion by defense attorney Murphy for inter-
view of Rowe, our infor mant and key witness, &
granted by court.
Information was previously re-
- 1anned to have Rowe

- ceived that Murphy pianbe
arrested when he appea.red to testify on

el - %5-3-65. ) /
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: @ X o) . el Rights
EUGENE . THQHAS; ET ALs VIOLA LIUZZO. ET AL~ VICTIHS.
" - wd ‘-: . //1
\ __/’
AT APPROXIMATELY TWO OCLOCK PM TNIS DATE HATT

MURPHY JR. ACCCHPANIED BY RALPH ROTEN, DESCRIBED AS A
PUBLICITY MAN FOR UNITEDILANS OF AMERICAN, INC,=
THE KU KLUX KLAN, ENTERED OFFICEF 6F COUNTY SOLICITOR

mirle iy A
COUR THOUSE AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA., mmb b9
[ IEE Y sl
Wanp 4a _ VERE AVAITING NURPHY. ROTEN PROCEEDED b7e

T® SET UP A DICTAPHONE AND A TAPE RECORDE 80 0 UHIGH 'ER‘ IE(
Y PR Y e m ﬁ&- Sl g/ré??

PLACED IN FRONT or'_) MURPHY e b

ASKED INFORMANT THE DATE HE TESTIFIED BEFORE THE STATE GRAMD MAY 6 1965
JURY. -INFORMANT STATED HE HAD NOTHING T@ SAY ATI m’fg‘rrxtuz—---——'—'
MURPHY THEN ASKED IF INFORHANT HAD WAIVED mnunxty uroﬂ: THE

STATE GRAND JURY AND INFORNANT ANSWERED runt"ug HADPBIQT .| 7
VALVED IMHUN.TY. MURPHY THEN ASKED mi‘annnm ) nz ;l;'u; s é A
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PAGE TWO sess e o .

VAIVED IMMUNITY BEFORE THE Fad" AND INFORMANT AGAIN STATED HE
HAD NOTHING TO SAY AT TMIS kaé)énn WOULD ANSVER NO QUESTIONS.
MURPHY ASKED INFORMANT UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES HE YOULD
ANSUER HIS QUESTIONS AND INFQRMANT STATED HE VOULD ANSVER
ossrxons FROM THE VITNESS STAND. MURPHY THEN TOLD ROTEN
ro TURN OFF THE MACHINES AND STATED HE WOULD ASK WO FURTHER
QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE INTERVIEW
BEFORE THE RECCRDING MACHINES WERE TURNED ON, MURPKY TOLD
INFORMANT THAT HE HAD SEEN IN THE PAPER THAT HE VORE A GUN

AT THE GRAND JUNY AND ASKED INFORMANT IF HE VERE ARMED AT

IS TIRE. INFORHANT STATED HE ¥AS NOT ARMNE

AND HAD NOT BEEN ARMED IN GRAND JURY.

[=])

KE

| ]

AT THIS T

o

NOMENTS BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF MURPHY AND ROTEN IN THE
SOLICITORS OFFICE, LOVNDES COUNTY SHERIF{ FRANK RYALS,

SERVED THE FoLoving summons on NN © >

‘-euo¥cutnz STATE OF ALABPANMA, LOWNDES COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT,
SECOND JUDICAWL CIRCUITS OF ALABAMA, TO ANY SHERIFF OF THE
STATE %r ALBAM), GREETINGS§ YOU ARE NEREBY COMMANDED TO

END PAGE TvO YY XX L) . ———
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PAGE THREE cevees A
SUMMONS GARY THOMAS ROWE TOQ APPEAR BEFORE THE CIRCUIT COURT
TO BE HELD FOR SAID COUNTY, AT THE PLACE OF HOLDING THE
SAME VITHIN THIRTY /THREE ZERO/ DAYS FROM SERVICE OF THIS
PROCESS, THEN AND THERETO ANSVER THE COMPALAINT OF MATT H.
MURPHY, JR., WITNESS MY HAND THIS THIRD DAY OF MAY, SIXTYFIVE,
| SIGNED S. N. CHAMPION, DEPUTY CLERK, UNQUOTE. <
COMPLAINT; |

QUOTE-MATT H. MURPHY, JR., PLAINTIFF VERSUS GARY THOMAS
. NDENT, COUNT ONE, PLAINTIFF CLAIMS OF THE DEFENDENT
THE SUM OF S1X, ZERO ZERO ZERO AND NO SLASH HUNDRED DOLLARS /SIX/
ZERO ZERO ZERG DOLLARS/ FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED QY
THE PLAINTIFF FOR THE DEFENDENT AT KIS REQUEST, ON TKE,’_TO
VIT, SECOND DAY OF APRIL, SIXTYFIVE WHICH SUNM OF MONEY, VITH
INTEREST THERECN, IS DUE AND UNPAID AND IS THE PROPERTY oF
) THE PLAINTIFF, SIGNED MATT H. MURPHY, JR., PRO SE, UNQUOTE,

INFORMANT STATED HE DOES NOT OWE MURPHY ANY MONEY

]

AND IF NURPHY IS MAKING THIS CHARGE FOR LEGAL SERVICES FOR
| ‘ £ -
MAKING HIS BOND HE IS INCORREST AS HE DID NOT REQUEST EIGHHER

; . i
END PAGE THREE .4.4 '
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i : : LT
PAGE FOUR ».. : | ‘ |
OF THESE SERVIESE OF MURPHY. e
ABOVE SUMMONS BEING CALLED TO THE ATTENTION OF A
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY JAMES TURNER IN MONTGOMERY.
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Memorandum ) S
i /'M Feit
: . I a - DATE:
T Mr. Bplmogp | DaTE, May 4, 1965 V ;'eié
T et - - 1f£ Mr, Mohr ' faomt
rrom : A, Rosen’ | o © . -, ¥-Mr, Callahan Tele. Room~
- ‘ s '?-:’f';f = Mr, Sullivan t
- TN : - Mr, Belmont . /V (,((,-./
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, 1 - Mr, Rosen
VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL, - VICTIMS  ; § - Mr, Malley |, » //9
:,]r CNIL RIGHTS 1 - Mro MCGowan ‘-}M/{S
/ ‘ 1 - Mr, Hines

Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gashble, who is handling the\ | A '

state’s prosecution of subject Collie LeRoy Wilkins on charges
of murdering Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, his requested a verification
or documentation of payments which have been made to the
informant (Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr.) over the period since 1960
wheén he became a Bureau informant,
¥

~  The request of Solicitor Gamble has been taken up
with the Department, and the Department requests that we furnish
the documentation of payments as requested by Solicitor Gamble,
They state that they are making an effort through Departmental
Attorney James Turner in Selma to determine if a summary of
such payments would be admissible under Alabama law, However,
in any event, it is necessary that complete documentation be
available to Solicitor Gamble in the event such a summary will
not suffice, .

Department indicated that the documentation material,
which will consist of the original receipts for payments signed by
Rowe, should be taken from the Bureau where they are kept to
Hayneville, Alabama, by a person from the Voucher Section of the
Bureau who is familiar with the records and their custody in order

-

‘that the chain of evidence w not be br
e O,y

L
’I‘hn Demartment's reqguest was hroucht ‘I‘n tha attontinn
HE ™ - prAS WA e LR 1 L A
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of the Voucher Section of the Burcau, and they have instituted

¥

(

W

preparation of the documentation material on an expedite-bagisy

‘ JIWH/cac | CONTINUED = QOVER ..
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Memorandixm to Mr, Belmont
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.

ACTION

'is completed,
ign will transport
the documentation material to Hayneville, Alfbama, where such
records will be made available to Solicitor
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8:11 PM - May 7, 1065
MEMORANDUM FOUH MR, TCLSUN -+ - » ¢-/
MR. EELMONT L
MR. DE LOACR----  {/' i ¥
MR. RCSEN .
"y, MR. BULLIVAN J . K
rate ' 14

1 calicd the Altorney General's office and advized his
secretaxy 28 § knaw the Attorney General wes out of town dut

i wanted to < .t wozd to him whe% ho comes ia regarding the case
in Alabaz v, tie wurder of Mrs.” Lluzzo, X stated the jury has

asked two g ctlons: First, as to the dliference between the E
various d-gt0:8 of murder and rnnrclaughter; and gecond, how ¢ i
much trel:'l can be given to the tectimony of an accomplice . t

under Alcan.a law., I etated (b lon)s a8 i cortuin members of
the Jury rv: incllned to convicl and the Attorney General pnt l
both 21t t:~t 1 we oaly got disagrecuent, It would be a victory,
but this i: :‘vntes & posslollity of ¢ riviction, .

Very truly yours, v
LEK :
= Joln Ecgar Hoover -
- Director ‘ T
3 - % ) T e —~ !
1 - Miss Ilolmes = ' 18 MAY 10 1965 )
L | o 0|
P — . ’ riME - —— ‘
— i‘mu’ed’“ (,9’ i DATE _
- : f" T oy - : U E
= )/ ¥
SZMAY 11 196" o ‘
A — wai. noow ) revrrvee uwie 1




[}
. . |
. _ . P B1 :
. . .. . ' b 1
T T Date: AFR 27 1965 : -
N | - } :
N ' L - -
Ttansmit the lollowing In TTyve in ploin 1ot or code] j i
Vi AIRTEL . AIR MAIL ! e
¢ — {Priority or Method of Mailing) j : ' . :
e e e e e o e e e e e e e e e e e st o e e i 2 e o e  — ————— — — R -
TO :  DIRECTOR, FBI
P
FROM : SAC, SAVANNAH (174-7) /
) | /
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS; g Y ¥ ﬂ) (-
ET AL; r) - ~ o\ LA '
YIOLA LIUZZO; 1'?3 .
ET AL - VICTIM3 ° _ '
} (:R‘ EL ' - - . * i E

¥
Re Savannah teletype to Bureau, Birninghan,
Tampa, and Miami, 4/26/63. . . .

"*g \_

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are original and
six copigs of letterhgad memorandum_suitable for dissemination .

concernlng informatiodl received on D Iron_ LD
regarding ROXE and at{tmpts by Klan to locate him,

- ». Que copy eagh of letterhead memorandum is being
furnishedrtn Atlanta, Charlotte, Birmingham, Mobile, Jackson,
Jackaonvfllﬂ Tampa, f ahi, Memphis, Knoxvllle, and New_Orleans.

(2} Bureau (Fn«q 753¥i!) ' P )4/ ) ‘

Atlanta %Enc. 1) {(RM)
1- Bigmingham (174-8) (Enc. 1) (RK)
1- Chailotte (Enc., 1) {(RM) :
1- Jackson (Enc. 1) (RM)
1~ Jacksonville (Enc, 1) (RM)
1- Knoxville {(Enec. 1) (RR)
1= Memphis {Fnc, 1) (RM)
1- Miomi (Fnc. 1) (R¥)
1- Mdobile (Enc. 1) (au)
1- New Orlenns {Eoc. 1) (RM)
1- Tampa (Enc.” 1) (RI)
1= Savannah

NLP:elh LR

(15) o A
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UNIT.EL STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU:-TICE

I‘EDBRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

; ‘ Savannah, Georgia i I .
- ‘ April 27, 1968 ' ' V

EUVCENE THOAS; ET AL
VIOLA LIUZZO; ET AL - YICTIM3

\ a_source advised that — bop
. Grand Dragon Bo
'\Scoggins exhibited (he photograph of Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr.,

§BI informant in the Selma, Alabama murder, and instructed

11 grand officers, Exalted Cyclops, Titans and investigators
of the Klan to be on the loockout for him. [If this individual
is located, the Grand Dragon is to be immediately notified «
of his whereabouts,

The source advised that this meant that "The gun
is out for him™ as an "FBI fink" and that he will be taken
care of for "lying”. The source also advised that the Klan
is trying to locate the family of Rowre, however, the source
did not know whey they wanted his family but they probably _.
wanted to harazs them to find out where Rowe 18 located,

This document contains neither recommendations —
nor conclu=ions of the FBI. 1t is the property

of tho FO! and is loan~d to your agency; it
and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.

Rt
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UNITE. STATES DFPARTMENT OF JU [ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. 3 Savannah, Georgia .
P ' April 27, 1965 e "

Title EUGENE THONMAS;
ET AL;
. VIOLA LIUZZO;
ET AL - VICTIMS

Fl

Character . CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION
LAWS

Reference Savannah memorandum dated
April 27, 1965, captioned
28 above ¢

K11 sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished
reliable information in the past.

N

This document contains neither recomwendations
. nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property =
. of the FRI and i) loaned to your agency; it
i and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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_ i .
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UNITED STATES Gt - *NMENT e T ’,/

Memorandum N e —

L . Concod

] . * l ?‘-__‘J". E l'n-:l T

TO :Fr__.‘ Belmoni : , - vaTe: Aprifl 29, 1965 Fﬂ%
, ] - o T .
. . . 1'J Mr. Belmont iT:""",,_

FROM :A. Ros?éfi.;n Mr. Rosen Hotman
I - -‘ -~ Mr. Malley Gondy

- : - Mr. McGowan alds

SUBJECT: EUGE.N$. THO!IAS, BT AL, _ ‘ . Hines ] "-/-i—f'i
VIOLA LIUZ:Q, ET AL, - VICTIMS 'l A | j

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS ' | Wi

o

: In cqnnection with the trihl of subject Collie
Leroy Wilkins for the murder of Mrs: Viola Liuzzo now set
for 5-3-64, at Hayneville, Alabama; we have received infor-
mation from a confidential source that Matt Murphy, the
Kian attorney representing Wilkins, planned to have Gary

Thomas Rowe, our informant and key witness, arrested when
he anneared to testify. Arthur E, Gamble, Circuit Solicditor

------ =y A CWA

Lowndes County, Alabama who is handling the states prose-
cution of Wilkins, was furnished this information on 4-28-65.
Gamble said that he had checked with the Sheriff's Office,
Lowndes County, and there was no indication that any action
against Rove of any sort was scheduled. He said he would

be alert in connection with any such attempt to arrest Rowe
aad would prepare to take necessary action to offset any .

attempts b, the defense to create difficulties for Rowe. j%

The possibility of the defense having Rowe arrested
was also discussed with United States Attorney (USA) Ben
Harderan, Yontgomery, Alabana, on 4-28-65. Hardeman stated
that if a warrant was served on Rowe in Hayneville, during //
his apperrance there as a witness, there is a strong possi-~ 1L/
biliiy that he way be able to yret the case removed to Federal
Court, if such action became nicessary. Hardeman said if
..~ bond is required of Rowe, some preparation should be made

either on the part of the Department or the FBI to provide
this bond immediately, as he was unable to find any authority
whereupon he, as USA, could authorize appearance bond in a;z?‘:;z

—clrl

matter of this type. ’ )
, TP zqa R & 7

The above information was furnished to Mr. James
Turnar of the Civil Rights Division 4-29-65, and Mr. Turner
adviscd that the Department would take the matter of providing
bond for Rowe, Lf such became necessary, under consideratioan.
Mr. Turncr staled that he was going to Alabama on the nfght of
4-29-65, at which time he would take tho matter up directly
with USA I'svdéran. He stated he would also discuss the magter
of the posuible arrest of Lowe with onllcitqg_ggmhlg.

‘a1 Tegn

"g_wﬁ:txﬁ,t/_-‘- T {_,,‘\/ s mw 7 1965
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Meworandum to Mr. Belmont

RE:" EUGEN: THOMAS, ET AL. I ;

¥ - . -

i " . B
Solicitor Gawble advised that the defensc had re~

quested subpoenaes for Robert Creel, Grand Dragon, United

Klans ¢’ America (URKA), Robert Thomas, Exalted Cyclops,

Bessemey Klavern ygA, Lt. Robert Larry or Long, and Cnapt. Tom

Cook of the Lirmingham Folice Department, Herbert Pare

former Klan official in Alabama, Lobert Carrol and Lorene

Fredrick. All of these persons are from the Birmingham area

and Carrol and Fredrick are believed to be alibi witnesses

for the de{-ndant Wilkins. In addition to these persons

from the Diiryingham area Gamble advised that Sheriff James G.

Clark of Dal\l\q County, Alabam?-, had also been subpoenaed - ﬁ

, SR

28 a defense withess.
7

liobile has suggestcd that Birmingham review their
files and prepare a memorand suitable for dissemination to
state authorities on-each offthe individuals subpoenaed by
the defense so that this information could be used by the
prosecution in the cross-examination of defense witnesses.
Mobile alse stated that they would review their files con-
cerning Sherlifi James G.. Clark and furnish any admissible
derogatory information to state authorities for the same

purpose.

ACTION: - N

l. By teletypc attached Birmingham is being in-
structed to review their files concerning witnesses in their
g¢ivision subpucnaed by the defense and furnish results to
Mobile to bz furnished to the state. -

2 T t"ieu nf nacedhla war ey mldalna

” A
. A LR W VA IIJOSLUAT Wa iy JViLaiuTu LV

-~ + i )
Fowe in an area other than Lowndes County, Bir mingham is being
instructcd to make discreet inquiries of reliable sources in the
Birmingham, Bossemen arca to determine if any action taken to
gbtain a warrant against Rowe.

3.7 Mobile is being instructed to furnish in detail
* Yany derogatory information in their f{iles concerning Sherilf
James G. Ciark to the Burcau for consideration and approval
Inrior to furnishing any such informatlon to state authéMties.
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UNITED STATES AENT
' 1.<Mr. Mour
Memorandum 12 Mr. Deloach
T : M}'. Be]_mont}‘/ b . DATE: April 29 1965
, 1 - Mr. Rosen
FROM A.. Rosfn 1 = Mr. Malley
1 -~ Mr, McGowan
1 « Mr, Hines

supject: EUGENE THOMAS ET AL,
VIOLA'LIUZZO, AKA (DECEASED) N
'LEROY JEROME MATSON - VICTIMS

i CIVIL RIGHTS,
ELECTION LAWS ' 1

-

> Inspector Joe Sullivan, Sehna, Alabama, has advised that
I the defense attorney, Matt Murphy, had today obtained a subpoena for 4 J f' ]
FBI Direcfor J, Edgar Hoover, The defense has also obtained 4%
subpoenas for additional individuals, incliding Mrs. Dorothy Rowe }a_b)
(the informant's wife) in care of Carraway Methodist Hospital, _
Birmi.ngham, Alabama (the instituhon where Mrs. Rowe was fonmerly J
emﬁxﬁ“yt:"u;, and for Colonel Al mngu of the Alabama nlgnway :salew

PatroL..

With regard to the subpoena for the Dlrector this question /
was discussed with the Department on 4/22/65 and Departmental T
Attorney John Murphy of the Civil Rights Division advised that such 1/(
a subpoena would absolutely have no force and effect outside of the
boundaries of the State of Alabama. EX 104

REC 20 L D
Sullivan is advising the Birmingham Officé of the identities . - -~ .

nd tha nl’l\nln {nr“u{rl- a‘n whn havo haan amnhen ad and n“nan‘rig ‘\An‘.'ﬁ- ’

A tll‘- WAL RALD WAL LRV O WGII nuupv!;uacu a.uu WALl

ground information regarding these individuals, The identities of the
individuals who have been subpoenaed for the defense are also being
brought to the attention of the Miami Office so that they may be discussed

uﬁ'l'h I‘hn in‘_fgrmnnf gnr‘ an}r "nfnrmnf‘nn n‘ vg‘un hn haﬂ-teﬂcﬂﬁlllng }khan

individuals obtained,

ACTION:

1 MAY 7 1985

The matter of the subpoena for the Directar,_as well as the

2 subnoena for Mrsg, Rowe, was hrnnrrhf to the attention of the nnﬁmn}enf

today (4/29/65). Attorney D. R. Owen of the Civil Rights Division §dvised
that the subpoenas would have no effect outside of the State of Ala a,
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This concerns the t" ™l of Collie
LeRoy Wilkins in state court, lLowndes
County, Ala,, for the murder of Mrs,
Liuzzo which.is currently in progress.
filkins*, attorney, Matt Murphy, before

tha i"—‘l.'l huarvanm had o cuheoasna £ oaeeoaad
A T b HGE-H ALCRE BUUPUGI-I“ DD U

for SAC Ingram to appear to testify on |
the opening day of trial 5/3/65. Ingram

appeared with a Department attorney

present to protect Government's interesd S

on 5/3/65 and was told his testimony ! T A
would not be needed until today, Since T o
lefense has rested its case, it does

not appear Ingram will be called. Any &~
such letter from Murnhy ams described inks

1ttached will be promptly brought to |

vour attention and appropriately handld

‘7e certainly will not afford Murphy or '. : f,?l. T SR
‘lowe any polygraph tests regarding a = . el B
natter that has been testified to 1n , B - L

court ynder oath, i
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SﬁC INGRAN, lBIRHINBHAH, AGAIN APPEARED IN CIRCUIT COURT "
HAYNEVILLE, ALASMA TODAY IN RESPONSE TO SUBPOENA. DEFENSE ATTORNEY
MATT HRPHY COMPLETED PRESENTAIION OF EVIDENCE FOR THE' Dsrrnsr VITHOUT

kCALLING .SAC. AS DEFENSE RESTED CASE AND COURT ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH,
MURPHY APPROACHLD SAC AND STATED HE INTENDED TO WRITE A LETTER TO ‘ ’
DIRF?TOR VOOVER DEMANDING THAT GARY THOMAS ROWE AND HE, VRPHY; BE

GIVEN "LIE DETECTOR™ TESTS IN ORDER.TO PROVE THE&‘_ nav )AS Lmle vm:nj—

7
ROWE CLAIMED IN COURT YESTERDAY runmmr HAD INSTRUCTED Kin'10” T
SAY THAT THE FBI HAD OFFERED HIN A FARM I MINNESOTA™AND A CONSIDER-

ABLE; -SUM OF MONEY Tn FURNISH . rnrnnunrtnu fn by} anuﬂﬁh”@%flld%)ﬁnn MENT

VAS MADE To MURPHY BY ,SAC INGRAW, REGA';'\‘DING nURPur,s‘m’fEsrmNS. ﬁ 4}/
ABOVE Fop )pq’enu 5 INFORNATiON, ~ ~ frue %77 S SR |
END , : 5'l' »
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.  THOMAS nows zxpacreo ro TESTIFY THIS AFTERNOON nzpsnume_urou

| e |
TESTIFIED RELATIVE TO FINDING BODY OF VICTIH LJUZZO IN ot

'FBI WASH DC | 8 AR

. t H

FBI MOBILE

2-1S PM_CST URGENT ' 574765 168 /.

TO: /qﬁazcron

FROM: MOBILE (44+1245) w 8P 4»%‘5
R Bl

- ‘\"\

O 1%

: )
EUGENE Tuonns. ET AL} MRS. biou GREGG szzo. AKA zr

1"1. rvcu-wa.-— E“LE'L'T".N L Aw S \‘ 1.
AL DASH vu:‘rms. _CR DasSH E1 . SR o

. N - 'f: R . . ‘; ;'l B Lo t

N . R ' 3 ' *"f'-“ 'i coor gt ::
. At e %
% AS_OF NOON RECESS TODAY FIVE WITNESSES FOR PROSECUTION g
) ALADBAMA cTrr®@ Tméeréme)’ 1o F

'HAVE .BEEN CALLED ‘TO STAND. - TWO ASTS, BURGESS AND MC GEE .
|

AUTOMOBILE OFF HIGHWAY EIGHTY EAST IN LOWNDES coumr. “SHERIFF
FRANK RYALS, LOWNDES COUNTY,. ALA.» ’n:snns;n AS;TO CRIME BEING g'

WITHIN JURISDICTION OF LOWNDER COLNTY. Bovurt o m
. - . - F] J . \i"

- STATE INVESTIGATORS; ILLIE B bF’t\INTE:R AND E- Jt DIXON:

+ - " | J 3

TESTIF‘IED AS TO PRESERVATION OF CRIHE SCENE AND! VEHICLE e

i
BELONGING TO LIUZZO PLUS FINDING VARIOUS ARTICLES in! AUTDMOBILE

mc:_uome A BULLET THAT WAS FOUND ON THE RIGHT REAR FLOOR MAT.

" VICTIM LEROY anons MOTON, tﬂh}gﬁu‘ 570,-11:1&2 GARY' "fD
./
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" FEDERAL 3UREAU OF INVr LTIGATION

REIFORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE l-:m?o
MOBILE MOBILE 5/3/65 /5 - 8/20/C5 .
TITLE OF Cﬁi . REPONT MADE BY ) prep—
FUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; ' | S\ O b4 | /1
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO. aka.: CHARACTER OF CASE |

LERQOY JERCHE MOTON - VICTIMS
CR - LL

./ REFERENCE Report of SA NN cbile, 4/3/65.
<

Summary memorandum of Mobilg to Bureau, 442/65.

| ¥
- [
ADMINISTRATIVE J y s : ? [} cdo e ’y

.:77 Yo . i i

lo dissemination will be made of this reporf to

the U. 8. Attorney, Moblle, Ala., or Departmental Attérney
until such time as the Bureau furnishes approval f‘o:;-.thr-:
disseminction of 'this repor$. , ; L?D

~

vised that recently he had been
on a business trip to Port Arthur, Texds. He stated that he
happened to be in either the courthows e or.the City Hall
when he overheard a conversation between two policemen. He ‘
sald cne ol the policemen had a number of documents in his

APPROVED o T .,fj,- -t halirge e LI ' " DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPIES MADK: £~ 7 . ] 5 -
{) Burecu (4/1-28501) Yy v o boidI Sy ‘&-C-
1 - U3A, liotile, Ala. S - e —=—F
1 - Departmental Attorney g
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hand and he asked the other peliceman if the name on them
looked familiar. From therest of the conversation.
informant 2dvises. 1t appeara that documents concerned the

arrest of a wan named LIUTZO at Port Arthur, Texas, in
TQ’JQ LIUZCO it gseems, was digtributinre communist l1iterature

Ak NS LAy (2 XY L ke VA A W WA W

with about 15 other wh1te° and Negroes at the time of his
arrest in the Negro section of Port Arthur. VIOLA GREGG
LIUZZO is the Detroilt, Michigan, housewife shot and killed -
in Lowndes County, Ala. ., on 3/25/' ‘

Informant advised that the converstion between
the two pollcemen was not for his ears, but that on the
other hand, they seemed unconcerned as to who heard them.
He stated that one of them 8ald that this should be reported
to the FBI and the other one said something like, "We'd better
think that over." . w,g- ‘ L ia &!‘
no o HE B .
The Albuquerque Division set rar a lead fér
Houstorl at Port Arthur, Texas, to search tle files of *the
Police Department and the Sheriff's Office for any record
which wonld substantiate the above information and advioe
interested offices of the results. g )
. 4 . - e a
LEADS B P oo R ' _ e

- ; -
(AR f"‘

ATLANTA AND memmm DIVISIONS LINFORMATION) rat!

One copy each of this re sort 18 géing designated
for the Birmingham and Atlanta Divizions due to the elose
proximlty of these offices to the Mobile Division and

they may dz2sire to be appri ed of"the statua of instant case.

‘_ "

VISION - r " ' 'R' ) -
w o -'s'c'-'fd';
AT UHAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA w111 follow and report
results of Ttate prosecution regarding subjects THOMAS,
WILKINS and EATON A F ;
AT ssnm AAPBAMA *° Will report restits of the
Houstoh OtF{ce check ol the Police Department and Sherirr's
Orflce records at Port Arthur, Texas.

'f{‘
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Summary memorandum prepared regarding captioned

case at Selma, Ala., 4/12/€5, for the purpose of dissemination
of the results of investisation in this case to State:
authoritics so that they might present muprder' charpes against
the above three subjects to the Grand Jury, 4/19,/65, i1Subjects
THOMAS, VILKINS and EATON ind‘cted for Firgt Degree Murder
in the decth of victim LIVUZZO, by Lowndés County Grand. Jury,

4 /22 /65, R ) T

Swhjects THOMAS, WILKINS and EATON arraigned
- B/2€/55, Lowndes County, pled not guillty te the charges
in the irdictment. grated severance to be tried separately.
and sutjcct WILKIMS scheduled for trial 5/3/65r Supplemental
FBI Laboracvory report regarding ammunition examinatlon and
supplemental teiieology report from Alabama State Department

-+ ' P
6f Toxicolozy sat forth herein. “

H 1 -1, 8. Attorney, Mebiiej Ala, ‘ ._
Copytee ~ 1 - Departmental Attorney, Selma, Ala. '; h
Report oh SA L7Cj,.om¢u MOBILE
Date: 5/3/95 N
Field Office File No.: 44 -1245 . Bureaw File Nou 44-28501

' Tele EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; N ) S
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ20; e L
LEROY JEROME MOTON .~ VICTIMS ’
*
o STNCRN CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAUS ¥
;aé _‘
Synopeis: Federal charges against subjects'THOMAS, WILKINS

and EATON presented to the:Federal Grand Jury, MDA, oh%

4/%/05ﬂ A true Dill returned against the:dbove 3 subjects

4/6/65, ror violatien T18, sghi; usc. =~ ;. , ¥
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DETAILS:
AT SELMA, ALABAMA
On April 8, 1965, the U, 5. Attorney's Oflice,
Middle Distr’ct of Alsbama, furnished a copy of a tPue

bill of Indictment againat subjects THOMAS, WILIIINS and
EATON which indictment was returned against these subjects
by a Federal Grand Jury on’ April 6, 1965, for vioclation - -
Title 18, Section 241, U, S. Code. The contents of the '
Federal Grand Jury indictmént are as rolloys:

"COFY OF INDICTMENT. which was returned on April 6, 1945,
by TFederal Grand Jury in lontcomery. Alabama. '
A E: '

-t th

"I THE PISTRICT COURT OF
N ~ T ¢ THE UNITED STATLS FOR THE
! =~ é&& MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALADAMA,
- 3. .'r ' EASTERN DIVIEZFOII S ¥
i

” : . L ' lf‘.
"UNITED STATZS OF MIZRICA: ' ¥»
RS S

UTILIAM ORVILLE ZATON,
COLLIE LEROY WILKIMZ. JR.! AR
EUGENE; THOMAS -~ °° T R I R EN

0

LY

b1
" " . : Y P S ! “y. '& ,“
(lu vae 241) Sl R e, 3t LF"¥ .

) : L S

"

.

‘,.'

L L

» v
"The Grand Jury charges: - % ¢°

L N

coutrr 1 "

"Com oneing on or alout Maren 1, 1955, and continuing
to on cr about March 25, 1965. WILLIAM ORVILLZ L
EATOY. COLLIE LEROY WILKIS, JR. and EUQGENE THOMAS,
withir the Middle Districi of Alabama, conspilred

- togetner with each other and with bther persona to  *
the Grond Jury unknown to 4njure. oppress, thrsaten,
and 'ntimidate citizend of the United'States in the
vic'rmty of 8elma and Montmometry, Alatama, -in the -

free exerolse and enjoiment of certaln rights and
priv*lercs Sacured to them by the Constitution and™

: laus of "the United States. and hecause of their havi
} axercised guch rizhts as rollovs::;'*:;-equeﬁ;séifi;
¥ v - 7 ! . J - . b ‘ . ‘_; "
- ': - ‘ o B :;‘,;j N .- ey gi i:ﬁ,‘t . ‘; J
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: "(1) The right to publicly protest unlawful : ",,;f_
deprivation of the right of HNegro citiuenn .
of Alatama to rersister to vote and to voue
for candldates for faderal offlce.

joowwean

"{2) Tihe right to encourage and assist Negro
cltlzens of Alebama in the exercise of their S
right to reglaster to vote and to vote for T -
candidates for federal office.. { Loows T

" "(3) The right to pedceably assemblej pub11c1y
protest and petltion the Governor of the
otate of Alabama for redress of grievances on
behalr of Negro citizens of Alabama, free from
arbitrary interference by the State of Alabama.

"(4) 7The right to participate’in a mﬁrch from +§ P
Sclma to Montgomery, Alabama, to)present a S
~ petition to the Governor-of Alablma in !if
lontgomery. and to participate ih the carrying
out of a propsoed plan for such march pursuant
.o to an order entered on March 17, 1965, by .
The Unlted States Dictrict Court‘for the Hiddle
Distriet of Alabami, in the caseof WILLIAMS v.
'.IALLACB, Civit Action ,’,’2}@1-1{..‘-3 Y .ft
"(5}) The right to travel to and fromtthu'State of
= "Alabama and to use interstate highways and gther
Instrumentalities cof 1nterstate pommer:e- in"
ard through Alabama. P _ L
O X
UL £ 3 uas a part or the plan and purpoel or the . ; -~
consplracy that the defendants would harasgs, t‘r‘l‘f‘éa'ﬁén,
pursntz and assault citlzens of the Unifted States.in.
the arca of Selma and Mortgomery. Alabama, whb ?
vWere partieipating or had participated in, or who
- were lending or had lent their-support to a demonatration
march from Selma to lontzomery; Alabama,,purSuant1
to the plan, referred to above, that was approved .
by thc order of the United Stdtaes Distrist' Court for
the Middle District of Alabama-on Maren- 17, 1965 PR

: "In violﬁt%on of 3Sectiom 241 of T%t}a,lﬂu United
| ’ - “statas Code v wi 5 ”_‘ﬁ? . 'P“:g‘,,,. g-f,
N {,a- . A mum Bt ¢ ARRT 33
-' ( o . . ; , P . s - 'J . '.’_‘i‘ﬂi( ) s "l‘
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On April 12, 1965, pursuant to instructions ‘
received rom the U. S. Pepartment of Justice, a summary
memorandvm containing pert* nent details in reference to

-r TTIr M AlAals
bll!: b[lUUinlb U.t V bb.l.lll Ll V.o ll. JJUWIL\-I!:-J UUWII.:J, ALdVAMA

was prepared and was to be furnished to local authot'ities
after review by the Department.

) ¢ - T
Subsequently, the Department requested deletions :
in the summary wmemorandum which deletions were made and
thereafter the summary memorandum was delivered to Circuit
Sollcitor ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR. at Greenville; Alabama.

On April 19, 10(5, the State murder case involvin
subjects THOMAS, WILKINS and PATON was presented to a
State Grand Jury which convened at Hayneville, Alabama,
and on April 22, 1965, the State Qrand Jugi returned a

. First Degree Murder indictment against COLLIE LEROY WIBKINS,

. age 21+ EUGENE THOMAS and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, accordirg
to Circuit Solicitor ARTHUR GAMBLE, .JR. vho furnished,the
above information on April 22, 1965, N

Solicitor CAMBLE advized on April 23, 1963, that
he and Sheriff FRANK RYALS of Lowndes County, Alabama,
had traveled to Blrmingham, Alabama; on the evening ol -
April 22, 1965, and all tiiree subjects, WILKINS, THOMAS and
EATON, were surrendered to theilr custody by their attorney,
MATT MURL!YY. They were arraigned and admigted to bond
or same date at Birmingham. , .

ng
e |

1

On April 26, 1965, ARTHUR GAMBLE, Circult Solicitor, N
advised that on instant date WILKINS, THOMAS and EATON had
been alforded a formal hearing before Circuit Judse T, WERTH .
THAGARD ot Hayneville, Alabama and all of the subjects pled
not puilty to the first degree murder charges in the indictment.
Their attorney, MURPHY, requested separate trials in
reference to the three above individuals and they trial of
COLLIE LEROY, UILKIHS was sebd for the week of May 3, 1965

l.

On April . 1965, the followlng laboratory

examinat ' on was conducted éj the FBI LabLoratory in refeggnce

FA a nnmnﬁnlenp ef‘ u.n!nnd nﬂhf‘

vh‘ﬂgn casas nhf.ﬂhnd fﬂnm

he sublcclo or thia cane at Bir 12m, Alzbama
[ B S
: _ z“' ,r” ‘.““L,-‘IT’ ft'{
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Memoranaum
TO 4} F DIRECTOR, FBI (!lll-EBGOi) DATE: 5/3/%5 T
‘.@l : " SAC, MOBIIE (44-1245)  (P) : R -

SUBJECT: muem-:pmor-ms; ET AL;
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, clhaj

LEROY JAIES MOTON - VICTINS A
CR - EL |
(00: MOBILE) - . -

H

“« %

r,
T At:iached hereto 18 rcport of SA? bz
liobile. ‘:/”/65 As indicated on the administrative pace.

dissemination of this report is being withheld until such
time as Bure~» furnishes aoprov l. The Bureau 1s requested
to promptly advise.
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8/1/€5 ,
ot | 1 - Mr. Hipes
'.‘irfel - . o . . ) | C BN

*’ EX 109
To: SAC, Mobile (44~1245) \
From: Director, rgg 0-(44-28601) : / G

a

EUGENE TIIOMAS, BT AL} - .
YIOLA GR™GG LIUZZO, AKA H X
LEROY JA'{ES MOTON - VICTIMS - }

CIVIL RIGHIS3; ELECTION LAWB_ v

Reurlet 5/3/63 enciosin; the report of BA _ bz
LI W =t kKobile datod 8/3/68. , |, _

. L !
[N [} ; '3
- Bureaﬁ approval is granted for igmediate é : ;
disseminntion of this report to Departmental Attorner *
1n Selm1 and appropriate U. 8. Attorney.

- JWH/ral ' ' v L Sl |
(4) ' L s
NOTE: The report o2 SA at Mobile dated 5/3/65
has been reviewed by appropriate Bureau supervisor, The report.
sets forth Federal and state prosecutive action against the
subjects in this case and also includes the supplemental toxicolo
report from the Alabama State Department of Toxicology re autops
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FBI MOBILE . - Ay t«:&;ﬁl
. - ' . 30"‘1 r. Rose Y
12-45 PM CST. URGENT S /1/65 LLO : ™ r. Cullivills
- -’ ' : V T. Tl‘ld—-—.
To DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM - Nr. Trottar—
m/ﬁosn.z (44-1245) 2P , Ui o
l/‘ ' - N
C?' GIviL 1:250 o ﬂzcrcmu
) EUGENE THOMAS, ETAL; VIOLA em:ss Lxuzzo. ETAL - VICTINS, CR - E..

% ' [ r. )

_’ “ ‘ . /
REMOTEL MAY SIX, SIXTYFIVE, cor:csnnms T™HE Pnoeazss of mz y ="

TRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER IN srnrs crncuxr counr‘nr unrnzvxLut, _~“.
ALA, . g I Tr“ ':.', : . 8‘! \ll"-

L ‘ *, : . ‘ %‘- £ ¢ ‘ -i‘g. .

mmme JTHE HORNING or MAY SEVEN, sxxnnvs.;tua JURY £ '_
'

CONTINUED ITS DELIBERATIONS RETURNING TO THE COURTROOM ONCE ' o
N 5 \,

WITH SEVERAL IMQUIRIES WHICH THE. JUDGE HEARD. ONE INQUIRY -
\AGAIN CONCERNED THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE nsangl-_:s . OF m_m_m:n ]\_/
AND MANSLAUGHTER. THE OTMER INQUIRT RELATED To THE MOUNI or } i
YEIGNT TMAT SHOULD BE GIVEN T0O rnz TESTINONY OF AN AGCUHPLICE. ¥
THE JUDGE ANSVERED JURY'S QUESTIONS' AND msmucn-:rrmzn >t
Cogawoc : v T

| Ann!_-:-uenq- A b e aain A
ZEMELNI Hl lﬂlb [ F 8 o F Y R

2:
r-o

‘ TO CONTINUE THEIR DELIBERATIONS. THEY _}uuxcnznlrun THEY wERE

I
{
|

END PAGE ONE i’! | B R
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PAGE TWO | 4
TO RECESS FOR LUNCH AND IT VILL RESUME DELIBERATIONS IN THE
AFTERNOON OF MAY SEVEN, SIXTYFIVE. |

THE JUDGE HAS INDICATED THAT HE HAS A FISHING COMMITMENT
FOR THIS VEEKEND AND HE THINKS AT iuzs TIME ruar@zr THE JURY
DOES NOT ARRIVE AT TS, DECISION ATﬂTHE CLOSE ,OF BUSINESS TODAY,

! e i ‘ a .
HE MAY LOCK THEM UP FOR THE veEkEnD, |0t itie 3 i
11 AT i : o
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SUBJECT:

rt

TOMACLES

WROKM WOts WO, 18 ’ M- 108

UNITED STATES GOV NMENT oo
| ] g:’l.:::i_..
Memorandum B
Faolt
. Gale '
Mr. Belnp(Z, / pate:  May 1, 1965 Reere ML T
- N ’ ‘1 - Mr. Mohr T
A, Ros:p&!v/ 1 - Mr. DeLoach Vot
. Ehd 1 - Mr. Belmont id
- ¢ 1 - Mr. Rosen
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 1 - Mr, Malley 1 /
VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS 1 - Mr. McGowan !
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS | - Mr. Hines ) ./

SA f the Mobile Office advised at 6:07 p. m., b7<'_—
Washington time, that the jury had returned and stated that they . ;
had been unable to reach any agreement. The jury returned at o
6:05 p. m., Washington time, A mistrial was declared by the |
Judge, oA f

Information was received that the jurors stood 10 for conviction
and 2 for acquittal. This reportedly was the vote of the juro¥s from
the beginning of their deuberations up until the end.

P S
: Lo 3

Yy

. ACTION: .
The Mobile Office has been instructed to discreetly check the
~ names of the jurors through the office files and to furnish any

information concerning the jurors particularly with reference to

the individual jurors who may have questioned the witnessea,”

Mob'le was also instructed to furnish any iurth;z_i-'deta1'1;};1T plans
of th: pxosecution for a new trial. .

//') - . “—' . ‘ ) . 14 ‘e 4.’ .; : » :‘;

/.

Fra

4 e
N . By PR
Ny 17} : c AU /JL /
s May 10 1885
8 g
:C’LM:hwl f
r ”J ‘ ;;p S
s P - .

m‘--

L ATE A “G‘"*’m =5 ~aﬁ“m.i‘ﬁ*‘ﬁw«.”p

-T‘-‘
‘-L-




Q O

TRUE COPY

Wed 5-5-65 |

Dear Mr. Hoover;

At 8:55 this A. M. I heard a news broadcast on
station WIMI) (FM). .

Referring to the Luizzo slaying, the announcer mentioned
the F.B.1. "informer"” in the case.

It seems to me that a man who risks his life for his

“ country is deserving of a better reference than this, so, I calléd the
F.B;1. to inquire. Was nicely turned away. It didn’t surprise me

ﬂ as I realize your bureau rarely discusses the status of it's personnel.

It seems that every group or individual interested in
America and freedom, receives a "title" always negative, by the press
and news casters. One thinks of the term "rebels' applied to the
Communists in the Congo who murdered our people and the other term

"mercenaries" for their opponents. Surely all the defenders were not
mercenaries, " .

e ate T

Keep up your wonderful efforts to maintain our freedom.

God bless you.

Ry /
1 1’
’ ~? :
5 7/ '

e










. T May 7, 1968 N

PR

..3{,.: .
Ey

Your letter of May Gth has been recelved, and I want
to thank you for your kind sentiments and generous comments con-
cerning my administration of the FBL It {s hoped that our future
endeavors continue to meet with your approval. : RS 't TR

- . R v T % !

It was good of you to write and give me your bbsers -

- ‘vations. In view of your interest, I am encloslng aome materlal
which I trust will be helpful. ! AR
b - 1 -

b stncerel y yours, ° q..-
| SRS Ty S8 A R L w

Enclosur~:s (3) -y
U. 8. News & World Report 12/21/64 coo
"Our Hﬂrita.ge of Greatness" o - -
._,) The FBI'S Role in the FleldofClvilnghta . ’. ‘ ;

a ,NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identi.fied in Buﬁles.
-/ )(KLS ejc ¢ - /

et . 22 (3) i

i /A

Vupet -

Conret ¥

G ] S S L

Semmn f/,/) K

Tav -y -

Tt 17 1967
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955 PM CST URGENT . 3/6/65 A VFP - (i' o
T0 DE;ZG;OR S . , P
FROM MOBILE /44-124%/ é ! . "‘ T
SRR oo A
. kA Y T LI 8 ¢ ey
- - . . X . . .'..,
EUGENE THOMAS ET ALs VIOLA LIUZZU DASH VIC CRe#y ?‘"uf
_REMOTEL ToDay, ', I ST IR

JURY IN INSTANT CASE DELIBERATED UNTIL EIGHI PM CST UHEN FOREHAN
’ADVISED COURT THAT A DECIBION DID NOT APPEAR POSSIBLE UITH*THE SHORT
PERIOD OF TIME. JUDGE ORDERED THE JURY BE TAKEN TO HONTGO!ERY ALA

. N
AND FED AND HAINTAINED.THERE UNTIL TOMMORROW HORNING NINE’A!" Af i.)::}'
WHICH TIME HE BELIEVED THE FOOD AND REST YouLb HELP THEM REACH QY ' <

‘-"\ i . u. . 4 N
A DECISION EARLY TOWMORROV. N "i' ¢ "F o ’-j Jr d\
. H ;"J“‘ T '. ‘_"i gy
R Lo ~—
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/J EDGAR HOOVER .
' DIRECTOR FBI THE JUSTICE BEPT WASHDC - e

PLEASE ADVISE UNDER WHAT LAY UNDER covsn MEN LIKE ROVE 1IN SELMA
CASE ARE HIRED BY YOUR DEPARTMENT. HOW LONG HAVE YOU HAD sucn,,
— vy SP— ST ﬂl
OF Thh COUNTRY ARE THEY OPERATING AND IN WHAT TYPES OF ACTIVITY -
5 mm11@%
IN ADDITION TO KLAN YORK
A VERNON CR.J?. MANACING EDITOR TIMES UNION nocﬂstFn;g?: r;g;ﬂ*ﬁiﬂ

TYPE AGENTS OPERATING AND HOU MANY ARE THERE. ‘IN UHAT AREAS _.
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Y 2o l—-
- Honorable A. Vernon Croop ,

., XKanoging Editor LT n D e e e 2
'-/, Rochester Tixmes~Union ’ ST s e T e
M . Rochester 14, New York ‘ IR S
; : s N
o 'De..rhr Croop. ‘ o S T S
e o EEHSCET A |
S _ Your telegram of Aay 5 1965 bas been recelved. S F l : &
oL - with rerord to your fnguiries, the developmentof | . - \
- - good informants 1s an imaportant function of the FEI in handling its - ' 3‘\

responsibilities in riminal and subversive fields. As inthe -
casz of Bir, Cory T.~Ticwe, jniormants have made tremendous a -
contributions to our work, rot only providing valuable assistance ~ *- -~
in the soiution of coces, but often furnisiing tips which allow us to g
take prevea.hve action. R
N SERTRSE |
z T Wnﬂe many informants voluntarily hels througha S -E
0 scize of public duty, we do pay them for thelr efforts on occasion. EVE
8 . Unier 1o circumsu.nces, however, are they considered employees > & -
o o!t!me*— NEemtn Y , ‘ SR .=
1. % . ' _:: T
% 8 I regzct that T am unable to farnish you data concerning & f_i
= the musbsrs of informants who are assictin» the FEI or the areas of g o
—— the courtry {n which tkey are crorating, There is enclosed 2 copy of & -
‘ the FEI Anmeal Floport for the 1804 fiscal year which contalns, on g :
: pace 5, imormatzonrelatmgtom.ormzntswhichltmstwmbeot
acsistance to you. - o b —
) R‘/ ~5 £
Eincerely yours, =~ : %
NOTE: See M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo, dated 5-6-65, capEone(F <

.:F*““':‘A Vernon Croop, -Managing Editor, Rochester Tm:es-Union, Rochestfr,
oy New York.® Address obtained from files.

/.f V%/‘ié w#’

o - Enclosure
~—— 1 - My.! DeLoach (sent with cover memo) gy ivan (sent with cover meﬂfo)

“M:m 2065 (sent witp Gover memo)

Ana

[ . . - S ' _ .
- .. . R T -
EL&ioL_.LQ.l %c mW - —
” o - v T -, bk audPalrie & A R TR .
AN I AR PR R H oo e ’
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MAY 1942 (810N g
S St WO, NO. 37

[ .
UNITED STATES RNMENT - O tatson '.:é

Berlwon
Mohr
' ) *DeLooh
Memoranaum | - r. Conrad e —
. K 1 - Office, Room 7133  Coed
TO : Ilr nrhd vaTe. 3/7/65 ;::;%
: i Sellivas
Y 1 - Nr. Williams j oo
frRoM : R, H. Je i{fv . ! Tele. Room —___
- Holmes . ___
J/P T Gomdy
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; VIOLA GREGG . \1
LIUZZO, AKA.,; LEROY JEROME MOTON, ﬁ Al
VICTIMS; CR - EL \)ﬁ_/

The purpose of this memorandum is8 to advise that SA
Marion E. Williams testified in Hayneville, Alabama, on May 5,
and May 6, 1965, as to his examinations of evidence in this
case and to identify the items of evidence introduced during
his testimony which remained in the custody of the court,

-Ql DBullet fragment from under right front seat *
Q4 Mutilated bullet from inside top of car over
right door

Ql4 Piece of metal removed from body of car below

- left rear window

Q15 Piece of metal removed from left door of car
. Q16 Bullet from victimbs body
+Ql7 Bullet from rear floor mat, passenger side v

Q25 - Q30 Six cartridges from K3

Q52 One .22 caliber cartridge i

Q53 - Q57 Five .38 Special cartridge cases found il \
approximately .55 mile east of victim's \ )
Cal' had i
.~ K3 .38 Special Smith and Wesson revolver, Serial
’ No. C-418827

The prosecutive action in this case will be reported
by the Mobile Office,

ACTION:

. ( :5
. For information: ii;*j};gle
44-28601 - % O'
| - Mr. Belmont ' : a

1 -

1 -~ Mr. Roscn ) —l d* T C
1 - Mr. McGowan REC- 34 (/(" 7 3//
1 - llr. M. A. Jones, Room 4264 : o

o) oo g mwrgh
uev(me“,, = e T

B



UNITED STATES GO+#RNMENT | S Lo g e
Memoranaum et EES

) Feht
/ Gale

‘TO : M_r Rosen . . paTe: May 8, 1965 ' Roses

Sullivos .

_ : _ o 1- M.r.‘ Rosen Teml —
rROM  C. McGowa.n{ J l- yfr.; Malley | Tele. Rooes
i . 1= Mr, MCUOWan b Gomir
-1 - Mr. McGrath '
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS ET AL. 1 - Mr. Hines
; VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL, - VICTIMS 1 - Mr,. Dobbs R W
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAW ' )7 '

Assistant Director Belmont requested SA O, L. Dobbs to determine
if it was known as to which-juror asked if the Bureau had examined the gun

and rartrldcrp cases used in the ltill'mg of Mrs, Vinla Liuzzo for finopmrint:

as the Director would probably be interested in knowing if this juror was o?
of the two jurors who voted for acqulttal. ’ . P
s
After reviewing available ticklers and newspaper articles Inspectm
Joseph A, Sullivan was contacted at Selma, Alabama, who advised this
information had not been obtaineyl to date, Inspector Sullivan mentioned
that it-probably would not be pogsible to obtain iniormation except through
direct contact of one of the jurors, X
M (4
Mr. Belmont was advised of the above information. ‘Mr, Belmont
advised that the juror should not be contacted to obtain this information.

Inspector Bullivan was advised of Mr, Belmont‘s comments, but /
was requested to immediately furnish this information to the Bureau should

it come to his attention through other sources. - e / AT
ACTION _ o A 'lgfiyg

For informatl . : @ | o , W /
OLD imt ol -

i [ oy sl

3 1o MAY 1011955




GENERAL INVESTIGAY)E DIVISION . . Q

This matter relate: > murder "
of civil rights worker, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo,

between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama,
on 3-25-65,

-t

‘Murder trial of subject Collie
Leroy Wilkins began in State Court on
5-3-65.

Gary Thomas Rowe is our

informant and key prosecition witness, ; A

. N w3
1 "'.*‘ . * *y
.

i g " -44-—4-—0

T Wﬂ*a{j_ m“*“@%m‘m
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rel, etk 2O 951 BER: 4 m.-%-ff.,';/
L * fiad 518 L C——
e S - TEL B <" Mir. Galecs
. . . : - for
l_ \ , 635 PM CST URGENT 5/5/65 VFP " . V-r, Mr. Qulid 2L
K O DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM | A Fs
) ' ' Miss Holmes
FROM MOBILE /44-1245/ Mi¥s Gandy___
. a . ;
: : - f §Fo -
0, (e i’ 6 ‘},v

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. VIOLA GREGE LlUZZOo ET AL-_ ICTIH‘%
C;I;L P"?L’TS -f it '.",:rj Lﬂl’vs -

REMOTEL THIS DATE: SUMMRRIZING MORNING PROCEEDINGS IN TRﬂﬂL

IN CAPTIONED MATTEiR AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA- 4 1 2R ‘ v b
. v '

DURING THE AFTERNOON SESSION OF THE TRIPL:QTHE:STATE COMPLETED

v
THE PRESENTATION OF ITS CASE, ALTHOUGH IT DID NOT RESTot ‘ALABAMA “a

[ 1

HIGHHAY PATROLMAN HAGOOD: BIRHINGHAH AGENTS GETTINGS:‘LAHEY: SHANQHAN:

HOBILE AGENT ARCHIBALD Lo RILEY, AND LABORATORY EXAHINER MARIAN _
T L ,\x"&" T Hl
] 3

WILLIAMS ALL TESTYFIED. PO : Y g,,, ‘ ’

l.

* FOLLOWING DIRECT EXAMINATION OF LABORATORY EXAMINER WILLIAMS.,

wrmss COUNSEL MURPHY SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME ON Qnoss-sxammr ON. |

L

FOLLOHING RECESSINI OF THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE. DAY: THE FRESS

i

ASKED MURPHY WHY HE SPENT S0 MUCH TIME CROSS -EXAMINING HILLIAMS-,

!

MURPHY STATED THAT THE PRESS HAD NOTED THAT HILLIAHS GOULD NOT

4 I

MAKE THE SAME- EXAHINATION ON THE HITNESS STAND THAT HE HADE IN §

END PAGE ONE """'EXIIG,REO' 99.__‘_, ) /! L_“_‘mgbxa(/’

M
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.-:‘t-. rl - _ ‘ ) A ]
PAGE TWO eccese _ : .

1 LABORATORY IN HASHINGTON- HE INDICATED THAT HE REGARDED THIS AS
A CRITICAL ISSUE. HE ShAP THAT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE WAS PLACED
ON THIS CASE IN SEEKING A CONVICTION, BY LYNDON BAINFS JOHNSON.

AND THIS MIGHT BE THE REASON WHY THE SAME EXAMINATION COULD NOT

BE DONE ON THE WITNESS STAND AS WAS DONE IN THE LABORATORY.
MURPHY WAS ASKED WHAT ffPE OF DEFENSE HE PROPOSED TO MAKE
HE INFERRED THAT HE WOULD ASK EOR DISMISSAL UPON’ COMPLETION OF

STATES CASE, AND DID NOT SPECIFY BEYOND THIS AS .TO THE '

§ - BN FEW
H S ' 1lmre41 !LAus of Amcucﬁ “
ROBERT SHELTON: lﬂPERIAL WIZARD OF THE EKR: HAS ASKED WHAT

DEFENSE PLANS.

TYFE OF DEFENSE WOULD BE MADE AND HE INFORMED THE PRF;S;THAT

THE DEFENSE WOULD SHOW WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ROHE WASs AND THAT

-—

HE HAD AN ARREST RECORD FOR CARRYING AUTOMATIC 'WEAPONS. ;-

THE FOLLOWING 1S A LISt orﬁﬁl:lggmegns WHO WERE OBSERVED IN *
ATTENDANCE DURING THE PROCEEDINS ON THIS DATES ROBERT SHELTONs
ROBERT M. CREEL, MELVIN SEXTONs CHARLES C. KELLEY.TCURTHIS DOLES,
RALPH ROTON, ALL BELIEVED TO BE FROM BIRMINGHAM AREA, AND
LORENZO BENDER OF DOTHAN, ALA.» WHO WAS FORMERLY A KLANSMAN IN
LOWNDES CO.» ALA . q - 3 : r o

END PAGEE TWOsesases - Y

e e R ﬂﬁ‘




PAGE THREE «.. . : B
58 ' MATsnAL STATCS ﬂnq“s /’Mr’

THE FOLLOHING MEMBERS OF THE -NSRP WERE OBSERVED IN ATTENDENCE
7432 prant UNKAmes)

ON THIS DATE! DR- EDWARD R. FIELDSa/NU GENTR‘I’: ROBERT J- VICKERSON.

RALPH De SIXTON» ALL FROM BIRMINGHAM AREA. :
\ THE DATA CONCERNING YHE.AUTOHATIC HEAPONI REFERREB TO BY - ‘
SHELTON CONCERNS AN ARREST or ROHE WITH OTHER: KLANSHEN IN CONNECTION

tlt‘lL "" i) :
WITH A-CR DEMONSTRATION IN HONTGOHERY: ALA'(““ BIRHINGHAH Is ' - j:
BEING REQUESTED TO CHECK THIS MATTER TO ASC%RTAIN HHETHER THERE '
$

IS ANY PERTINENT REBUTTAL DATA WHICH HAY B& I..I.IZD TO THE ATTTENTION

l ' nn\)dlk“ c- :_‘ ; 11 = ;_ ’ "
OF THE CIRCUIT SOLiClTOR. —Pt, Rl - ‘4“?’.! ERNEIE - S q‘i
o [ ' N LT BE T
. . VLo : '|'. S [ } - N P ’
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* UNITED STATES GO "RNMENT - ' . :‘2
* : De R

Memorandum e
Felt A
TO e Mr. Belmont([.\‘ T ' ‘ { DATE: . 5/6/65 - @
N - . i Ivom
- . ) Pl . . . Tovel
. - B - . Trottera—
ot/ e |ES
‘0 \  1-Mr. Rosen =
SUBJECT: EUGEN'E THOMAS, ET AL. 1 - Mr. Malley A -
VIOLA-LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS 1 - Mr. McGowan lj Ul
CIVIL RIGHTS 1 - Mr. Hines 'o 0
{ =
- Inspector Joseph Sullivan has advised that the defense
rested its case at 11:30 a. m, Alabama time (1:30 p. m. Washington
time) today. The defense called only six witnesses. Closing argu- 7
ments and the charge to the jury are scheduled to be given this A [ -
afternoon. r A2
ts ’ )
o Robert’ Shelton, Robert;Thomas and Eugene’ Reeves
;“) V! and Mildreq’Thomaa were called as witnesses by the defense.

' | These four all testified that they were present with Attorney Matt
.¥Murphy when the Bureau's informant, Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., R
made the statement to Murphy that he had been offered a farm in
Minnesota by FBI Agents. It should be noted that Rowe had stated L
yesterday on the stand that the idea of the farm was concocted by

[ Attorney Murphy. PREEER .

i [

i
¢
',

the statement to her that he was a card-carrylng member of the
Communist Party The prosecutor ob]ected and the objection was
upheld. ‘

Mildred Thomas was also asked if Rowe had not made 1 )

-

¥ » ,1-b'-

o ‘ Lorene.[, Frederick testiiied for the defense that the
. ‘" ydefendant, Collie LeRoy Wilkins, as well as Rowe, Thomas and Eaton, -
were in her restaurant before 10:00 p. m. on the night of Marth 25, 1965
the night of the killing. On cross examination she admltted that she 1§
".{had not clocked the individuals into the restaurant and that it could '
have been aiter 10-00 p. m. when she saw them in her place. *y
& fLu- 4 {// Y IS A ,
Another witness called by the defense was aMM;;,_ mu
He was asked if Rowe, the Bureau informant, had assaulted him. The -
prosecutor objected to this and the om}ecuon was uphelidos MAY 11’ 1965
i ACTION: This is being closely followed ang&ns ector-Bl“i'Ya j
f advise us of further dev%lopmm:yts i.n the trialLl™ P g e
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> FBI
- Date: 5/6/65

i

e O o — e

{Type in plaintext or code)

]
- : o
Vi AIRTEL AIRMAIL | .
' - (Priority) i - '
e e e e e e e L -
T
Iy | A
i TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ' A
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44:1245)(P)
(S
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, AL;
' MRS, VIOILA GREGE'LIUZZO, aka,
ET AL - VICTIMS
CR - EL
Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two coples of
an article appearing in the Choctaw Advocate, Butler, Ala.,
in the edition dated 5/6/65, entltled, "Liuzzo Defendants
Appearing at Bladon Springs Klan Rally, One on Trial Now."
Also enclosed for the Bureau is one copy each of
" two photographs taken at the Klan rally at State:Park, Bladon
Springs Ala., 5/1/65. Enclosed for the Birmingham Office ,
is one copy each of the two photographs. :
- 7
5
A \‘V
[icture number one appears f{rom lef or
MATT H. MURPHY, JR., who 18 defending the three sub,ject.s in
the Liuzzo case, WILLIAM EATON, LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS,
and Klan Grand Dragon RODBERT CREEL. Picture number two 18 a
_ photograph of MATT H. MURPHY and ROBERT CREEL who are standing
j /r.’- \\\‘{
3 \- Burcawr (Enc. 4) [ / ( N _____Q R
- Birmingham (Enc. 2);# RIC- 25 -/(/ SRR ’ Zé
4 - Mobile - (N o
‘2 - i 121;5) XY N
1 - 157-190) . 8 MAY 10 B
ﬁl- 1()7 -190, SF7) 7 109 }
{ RGR:gJl: X o _,‘\
) Lo /
/‘ﬁ"&"{)ﬁ Cij\(o :
Qgrg?eﬂ . Sent
? f’ "ﬂ" ' - Special Agent in Charge -

- - _—
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MO 44-1254
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. { 1n the foreground in the picture. The Mobile Office is L PR,
1w " forwarding to the Bureau and Birmingham Poloroid coples e T
these photographs and at a later date will forward to the
Bureau ard Birmingham 8" x 10" copies of these photographs
which will be the exact dimcnslons - of the photographs
furnished to the Mobile Office by { N . b70O

The Birmingham Office is requested to examine
photograph number two which is a picture of MURPHY and CREEL .= - -
in their Klan robes and attempt to identify the individual <.y -

L . &7 ..
- wearing glasses and a dark suit appearing directly behind --s.* -
‘ MURPHY . . ‘
s, -_-;-'-‘-‘:l -& -
. " ,:I:_{:._‘ L
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FD-350 (Qev. 7-18-83)
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(Mewnt Clipping In Spoce Belew)
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Linzzo delendanis djijiedr at| '

‘Blmlma

one 0R al HGW

For mcst «f the c:timated 209
why attended last Satnurday
night's 1ally of the Ku Klux Klan
the appearance of the three --
fendants in the Liuzzo slaving
case rcame as mnlp 2 surprise
The three. Leroy Wilkfns, Ir., 21
William Eaton. 41. and Fuouene
Thomas, 42, appeared at the raliy
in the contpany of Alabama
Grand Dragon Robert Creed and
Klan attorn=sy Matt H. AMurpby,

Jr.

" Wilkins, voungest af the tria.
ts on trial today at Haynrvitle,
Alahama. He is charzed with t9-
murder of ALs Vialp Liuszo. a
shite civil rights worker wha
vas slain on the night of Marcel
25 near Lowndesboro as sh
drove with a Young Negro UL"
tween Selma and Montgomery ¥
His trial, presently in its fourth
day, is expected to end by tomor-
row. Eaton and Thomas are ex-
pected to be 4ried in the [all.
—Khn Grand Drogen freel e
c~nted the geonp al the pally -
vl n Sorings and o ked thyee
atleading, dn these men Inok
ik murderers?” Their appesry
anree o the eadiy foliawml a 0
1y their atlorpey, Moft ”'“F.""‘ )
' furphy, attired inoa e Wk
red robe, was the first m"'kl_'r
.f the evening. His talk dealt pri-
marily with' the Klan's opposi-
tion to the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem. internationsl finance and

the “Zienist Jew.” Murehy Iashed

cut at the government's practic
of pumping financial aid int
countries that are hostile 1o thi
nation. Several times he men-
tioned an unbelievable sum of
84 billion dollars that he said
was given to a small Euronean
country hardly larger than Choc-
taw County. He also remarked
at the wealth this county, or any
ofthér in this country, would en-
joy if a similar amount were
spent here.

While Murphy's talk was in-
teresting, it was left up to Grand
Drsgon Creel to comment on
what most of those in attendance
had =zpparently come to hear.
Creel, wearing an emerald-green
robe which he later removed,
talked primarily on the ejvit
rights question and the Klan's
opposition to the integration of
the races. He commented on the
ecent trouble at Selma and
claimed that the Rev. Reeh's body
was cremaled because it was
“rotten with cancer and syphilis.”
Reeb died at & Birmingcham hos-
pital after he wax heaten during
racial incidents at Selma,

Creel also altacked fhe pro-

posed  free lrvllnmk procram
- backed by Gov. Georpe Wall: we,
MWe said that this was one thing
he and the Klan differ with Gov,
Wallice on. Creel, who said that
he didn’t want his thre~ ~hildren
Boing to school wilth a2 Funch of
“runny nosed nigzers,” < that
he would buy his children's hagks
and urged that others be atlnwed
io do the same. S

—_—

prmm Glan rally;

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and staie.)

Page 1A
Choctaw Advocate
Butler, Alabama
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Date: 5/6/65
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sa;l'l_'lteh :t;rz'md Dragon went on to
say it wii the aim of the
p n to place men jn every phase
:eqtg)overnmont. in an effort to
m;:mreH conslitutional govern~
make- m:e efl:’:ai:.dtoths? ort oty

pport only

those men who adkered 15 i
= alielrea G these

:;inciples. He charged that all
mur(:}lr present  politicians  are
ing the black vote and don't

“really care about the working

whité" man_ He 3}
an. so cha
most busincssmen are rgc:tlin;?;t

; .
) ng with the provisicns of the

Civil Rights A

taid that busicr:e;sﬁerneag,l‘!: ot

c‘oncgrned’wilh the man in :‘::

:::ie'; as long as they keep on

um‘rs‘g’ r::ney: “They have got
: ¢ said, “and ail {hey

cirt a_bout is getting richer.” He

said that the Klan would not
stand for \Ris. they want nig-
ger business,” he said, “that’s
what we'll give them.”
Following talks hy Creel and

Murphy those attending the rally
were invited io join the Kian
Creel urged that both men and
women who were willing to stand
up for the Klan's beliefs were
welcome to join. Many of those
in attendance did fill out mem-
bership applications. In asking
for members, Creel stressed that
those locking fcr an opportunity
1o night-ride on a white horse
were at the wrong place. He said
_hat violence was not the aim of

the Kian.

An estimated 200 persons were
on hand at the Bladon Springs
State Park when the rally be-
gan at 8:00 p.m. Considering the
fact that it was & Saturday night,
and fairly cold too, Klansmen
were plessed with the turnost.
Most of those atiending were

residents of the southern por-
tion of Choctaw County. Some,
including the organizers of the
rally, were [rom Clarke County.
Few, other thar the editor of
The Advocate, made the trip
from Butler to Bladen Springs.
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIV DIVISION .

. May5, 19€) o

This matter concerns the murder of
civil rights worker, Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, - .
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, b N g e e
on 3-25-65. Trial of subject Collie Leroy
Wilkins on murder charge began in State
court an 5-3-65,

Rowe is our informant and key
witness.

Moton is Negro male who was riding
with Mrs. Liuzzo at time of murder,.
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TOAOIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAN ]

OM MOBILE /44-1245/ ) 6,0.
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EUGEHE THOHAS ET AL. VIOLA GREGA LIUZZO-VICTIM ET AL.
Ci1 h chig : ’

- N
. .- - R

ﬁcti;-i‘i '.m ' 'y
.. ~

»w
**_REMOTEL THIS DATE, SUMMARIZING TRIAL IN THE CAPTIONED %7/
MATTER AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA. )
DURING THE AFTERNOON OF MAY FOUR, INSTANT, LEROY JEROME- / /
MOTON TESTIFIED AS TO THE LIUZZO KILLING, DR. PAUL SHOFFEITT A
TESTIFIED CONCERNING THE AUTOPSY HE PERFORNED, AND THE DIRECT

EXAMINATION OF GARY THOMAS ROWE VAS COMPLETED. cn S EXANINATION ~-o/)
ﬁ T T
OF ROVE SCHEDULED FOR OPENING OF COURT Iﬁ! AM, MA FIVE, - - J /
———
NEXT. EX-135 L
AY 11 1965

NO INCIDENTS WERE OBSERVED IN THE TRIAL OR %LSE%H} REi THE
fel  va Histwa

DEFENSE SERVED A SUBPOENA ON COL . AL LINGO, .AHP, TO PROD E THE
LIUZZO CAR AND ITS CONTENIS. THESE ITEI‘B HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO__

HAY:&EV!LLE AKD LOCKED UP AS EVIDENCE. | &A V
NAT10

] i THE THEHE OF DEFENSE COUNSEL MATT MURPHY=S CROSS EXAMI

END PAGE on yoee
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIV¢ DIVISION S & o

) Tlis matter relates .0 murder of

civil rights worker, Mrs. Viola LiuzZzo,
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama,

on 3-25-65.

. oprial of subject Collle Leroy
Wilkins on murder charge began in State
Alabama, on 5-3-85.

Court at Hayneville,

mas Rowe is our jnformant .
jon witness. i HIE X FEN

Gary Tho
and key prosecu
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. Mr. Sy P
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736 PM CST ~%/7/65 URGENT ccH
TO0 DIRECTOR L :

' (P c Y
El i 8 38 IiUl > .
n i "x [ . ’ .
F l\ 4 " - -
A ‘

FROM“MOBILE (44-1245) - . BT
" saT * .
B 07 ﬂ' "¢ T

/) XY E :
Eueshﬁ-f "THOMAS, ET AL, MRS, VIOL('LIUZZO. it AL . VIGTIHS.
Chil Righig Ce— S R
-GR '&_. A '» \5‘ l “ . '_»':“. LI . A
| Sestna Lo P RS T RS I :i_-.;_“p! i T b
i '. Y s ! ' - ‘
; REMYTELS INSTANT coucaanlne TRIAL IN CAPTIOFED nnrrzn
! I 2 TS Y
HAYNEVILLE, ALA, ‘ o e ce kg 3- _
‘. . P X Eal

AT r'ptm ZERO FIVE P, M., TODAY, JUDGE 1'. wznm THAGGARD :'-. A\é
[nzcumsn A-MISTRIAL IN INSTANT MATTER, HE HAD CALLED.THE Jurd™ |
IN FROM ITS DELIBERATIONS AT FOUR P.M., AND QUESTIONED THE' "y’ ?j"‘h

2R ]

FOREMAN AS TO THE POSSIBILITY OF REACHING A DECISION. THE 14’/‘

FOREMAN STATED IT STOOD THE SAME AS 1T HAD RIGHTVAFTER mz!*_ m - r
STARTED DELIBERATIONS AT THREE FORTY P.N, MAY FIVE, L‘AS-I.Y ey (d{
THE JUDGE OBTAINED PERMISSION FROM ALL ATT ORNEYS INVOLVED fo‘; P
QUESTION THE FOREMAN AS TO THE STATUS. rus conssnr ¥AS GIVEN L,
Hann THE FOREMAN STATED THE VOTE WAS TEN TO TWO IN FAVOR ort .

'1"". [

CONVICTION., HE SA1D II AS HIS OPINIONeTHAT NONE OF .THOSE .
ON EITHER SIDE VOULD CHAMGE. TEE(JUDGE ASKED JURY CQLLECTIVELY

IF IT WAS THEIR OPINION AND ALL NQRIEXN ﬂfIR HEADS. HE 2 o)
4 <{,{)
THEN rkanxspfna.n FOR THEIR sznvxcs AND DEeraRED™A -m?tamt.q

"“‘-f',"‘a e ' -:iiii“v‘ 18 1965

. N . _‘i’ . & - - .
IR Py ~ R e
END PAGE ONE BELSONT Fon cul»-cmn e . =
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PAGE TWO : —

’
.
-

1 ' S
. COUNTY SOLICITOR CARLTON PERDUE AND CIRCUIT SOLICITOR" ! ’ .

L4

ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR., BOTH ADVISED THET YERE HEARTENED BY TEN'TQ

TWO IN FAVOR OF CONVICTION AND Ig vl

~ e

l‘f

'y OF GRAND

WS IAFIL

:’
P

1o ‘V cEEY

: EIT
3 s e TaA
I

r

!!u H

li \ '1‘ v .
TO INDICT SUBJECT AND PRESENT TRIAL ENDING IN TEN TO T¥O MISTRIAL, .
THEY SAID THEY HAD EVERY INTENTION OF PRESENTING "IHE CasE IOR  {n

TRIAL, BUT NO DATE COULD BE SET At THIS TIHE. ) ?"%' T

b
JUDGE T. WERTH THAGGARD REC!SSED UITHOUT SETTI"G ANY D%:E -
- ; i n—‘- ’4" ' ) '\‘. g 5.
rOR ITINUANCE OR NE¥ TRIALS., .. v ‘ . '!r" * > v ‘s .;

OUTSIDE THE COURTROOM DEFENSE ATTORNEY HATT HURPHY HELD< "
-',*-'.::, -
AN IMPROMPTU CONFERENCE FOR NEWSMEN AND TV CAHERAS AND ADVISED g
MR

I

HE WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO FIGHT THIS CASE AND HK - ¥
N

HAD BUILT HIS CASE THIS TIME ON CROSS EXAMINATION AND HAD DONE o

A GOOD JOB, BUT WOULD RETURN NEXT TINE AND BLOV STATE'S,CASE,a - '

OUT OF THE VATER. HE UNLOOSED A TIRADE AGAINST FEDERALV* 4T
INTERVENTION AND THE QUOTE NIGGERS uneue%a AND. JEVS AND L;BQBAL a
LEFT vING GROUPS. Cae R

JOE ZELLNER, ASSOCIATED PRESS, HDNTGDMERY. ALA., INTERVIEHED _
JURORS DAN LEE AND BILLY R. CHEATHAM FOLLOWING IRIAL. THESE

Aty i T B oh oy e g - . ‘

MEN ADVISED THEY HAD VOTED AGAINST CONVICTION, CHEAIﬁAH STATED

- — - I - YRRy el

L
il

END PAGE TWO

el <

:i

. !

*'1guﬂt,i--cvw~g_;aﬁ%ﬁif“*-3E3F§§E§d§ﬂP§EPf?QQ:EEEEE”.,

- o AT LT T e WP et e




— —— et T

.’ . - : 1. : -~
PAGE THREE '

=

@UTE' 1 DID NOT ACCEPT ROWE'S TESTIMONY, NOT WHEN HE SWORE o, } -«
' iE L

BEFORE GOD AND BROKE HIS OATH HNQUOTE. CHEATHAM® s COHHENT iﬂ
iTHIS REGARD REFERS TO ROWE'S OATM AS A KLANSMAN.]). -

.‘.-

A
»
| LEE STATED QUOTE"ME AND HIM (REFERRING T CHEATHAN) ARE
. e YRS
PRETTY VELL ON THE SAME SIDE'UNewoter g ae ~/ 2700 0
: ' [ ‘_tii"".

BOTH OF THESE MEN DENIED THEY WERE MEMBERS QF THE Xu:KLUX ' - ..

s

CHEATHAM STATED HE WAS FORMER MEMSER, . 2 T L ]

— e e S O Y

tKLAN. LEE STATED HE VAS MEMBER OF WHITE CI}IZENS COUNCIL .AND

WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD LIKE .TO, HAVE SEEN ROVE. A3, g whoo
DEFENDANT VITH VIIINS, CHEATHAM srarso evort" vERY mUCH Solly sSo.me 4

z..’ u--p*—‘rd . '

UNQUOTE, AND LEE STATED QUOTE I AGREE tnauote, S e g

)
THtIFOLLOHING ARE THE NAMES OF THE TUELUE JURORS? GEORGE

SPIVEY, HUGH M. TUBERVILLE, DAN LEE, ROY 0. LOFTIN,&CLIFFORD .

‘MC MURPHEE, E,. L. HOLLINGSHEAD, Te R HOLLINGSHEAD,.I. Fo AUTREYt @

EDMUND SALLEE, 3ILLY R, CHEATHAM, C. H. ROGERS, ROBERT B.~ SifTH:‘s
ABOVE NAMES WERE CHECKED THROUGH MOBILE INDICES. AUD h‘ Klnd

NO SECURITY REFERENCFS WERE LOCATED. THIS INCLUDES THE. KﬂRJ'AND —

Natiowa } =ples fF : NS
!GRP.{ IT 1S NOTED THE JURY PANEL LIST FROM WHICH THESE TUELVE A

| 3O

VERE CHOSEN INCLUDED ONE W. C. AUTREY, JRe, A COUNTY EMPPOYEB..- i

. . Lo
-~ o 1‘»‘ -' "’ 1

END PAGE THREE | T S L
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PAGE FOUR

) pLa T ) - ) b
.“.-

. - L3 T -
FROM BRAGGS, ALA., SAME TONN FROM WHICH V. F., AUTREY, WO .D{D l.;7:?:,'
SERVE ON THE JURY, IS FRON. MOBILE HAS NO REFERENCE TO A V. C.
AUTREY, JR., BUT DOES HﬂVE A REFERENCE TO W, COL—VIN AUTREK.,Q +
VKO VAS A NEWBER OF KLAVERN THIRTY=-TWO, Us S. KLANS, FT. DEROSIT,.
ALA., AS OF MAY TVENTY-SEVEN, NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN.” THE FILES,, .
REFLECT THAT AUTREY IS DECEASED.' MOBILE FILES DO NOT REFLECT
WHETHER OR NOT ¥. COLVIN AUTREY IS ANY RELATION 10 ¥, F, AUTREY, . FT

WHO SERVED ON JURY. P. oot SR i
e " e : : o o B
END  CORR -- PAGE 4, LINE 1, WORD 5 SHOULD BE-=TowN% ' ¥ :
: O ¥ .
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Transmit the following in

Via

-y —

FBI

I

Date: §-5-§5

(Type ia plain text or code) |

“3_B ; = RM N ‘/‘&’i,'-s’]ﬂé;;z. A-:Mﬂefﬂgpf“ M/, / - '?TJ ‘

2-Birmingham , ‘i

'—— -.-hq—»—

AIRTEL ' AIR MAIL - RECISTERED .

- - {Priority) 4 .
““““““““““““““““ I ' N U S R
TO: DIRECTORy FBI (44-28601) ; ‘g 3

. . N ..: '-...! Wy
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On 5-5-85 Mr. WILLIAM BRADFORS HUTE. well-knéun author

who resides at Hartselle, Alabama; contacted me and made known
his desire to contact GARY THOMAS ROWE, Bureldu informant: in'the
above captioned matter, in order to write articlés covering L
ROWE's activities, possibly for Readers Digest and Look Magazine. *
Mr. HUIE also stated he would be interested in writing d book g
regarding ROWE's activities and might even possibly be interested

in discussing with ROWE the possibility of a movie version of his |
activities. _ v Ry S S '

~ y - ot
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Mr, HUIE pointed out that he has just!completdd work ?
a book entitled "Three Lives for Mississippi,” which deals with .
the three Civil Rights workers murdered in Mississippi last s er. | |,
He stated this book is due for early releasej : He explained thajt '
he has always been "profFBI" and that he could asgure -us‘that  {(L\ .}/
arythiug he wrote pertaining to ROWE's activities would be - '
favorable to the FBI., HUIE also stated that.in his_opinion the _ ,,
public has an improper and distasteful image. regarding informants ',
used by law enforcement agencies and that he would walcome the ;;
opportunity of using ROWE's activities to try to change the. 44
public's attitude generally regarding informants used in law '
enforcement. He indicated that he would be willing to pay ROWE ,,
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" * well for his collaboration in connection wit articles or a

- book and would be willing to pay ROWE's expenses to mee him
in order to discusc the matter. SN A Ric "‘ﬁ
Mr. HUIE' stated that he w111 be leiving Alagama on
5-7-65 and will be:in New York for 3 or & days at the Nypu

Western Hotel. He will thén bi in Chicage for 3%r 4 d AyS, J; ﬁﬁij

at the Ambassador East Hotel.. He then plans®to'spend . “s
approximately one week in Los Angeéles’ at the, Bc;a ﬂ\Ho
He stated following his visit to Los Angelaa*he will re urn
to Hartselle, Alabama, and remimtherc for tht; lummf
T advised Mr. HUIE that his’thterest in collaﬁorating
with ROWE in the preparation of articles and possibly’ a book
would be made known to the Bureau apnd if there.is any, i terest
in his proposltion that we would bq in contactéri,th him at ;
later date. - R . ﬁ‘ B
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This matter has' not been mentioned‘td"ﬁARY THOHAS'*%’
ROWE, and no further action is being taken by the Birmingham
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in highly epecuitilva writing about tha at3 of the three victlms and ‘those p perma
secpeneitle for th-ir Jeaths, Ga 10-20-31, ho cuntacted the Ja-hkscm Cllice,
statod he was v i 33ing A book on tha & llmrn cas? v wasucecsafully attempted

to cltain fnfor “otiva. Bule visited the I kecas Cfllce o 1-31.15 and offered
several chapte. = «f bld bock, "Three L!:--»l lor "c‘llc.t!nlppi, for rwhv. He
w238 adviacd th Turcan had no dosirs to revtec this book. L |
I ’
23 hat becs deectibad s an “vascropulows inclyvidual® aad the
stodu Soed ant :l to roopuerate with L In s any mmer whatsaawr ia con~
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- Firacingham, upon rec3iving laformation®coicoraiag contact™.

with Rowe will thon contast Hule and crally gdvies bim that this matter bas j*..:_ ,
been brotghtto ¥'r. Nowe's attention. Tirminghan, aﬂer'_mucmq‘nub,j‘ ,.
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1 -0f , Room 7133
* 1l -~ Mr, #illiams
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L3R Reurairtel /2 !-5 forwarding four rolls of
s 35 mm black and white f£1lm with contact sheets and four

: color prints

The four rolls of black and white film vith -

contact shee

and a roll 01 35 m» color negatives. - ‘ .

»

ts marked NFC-1, HFC-2, J¥MA-41 and JuA-432 .

and the color hegatives and four yrints au‘k,d JHA-CT —~

are being re

turned herewith, g Y ‘Lgr s “Auzf.a

- For your information, the Tollowing spechonl 3 '
identificd by Laboratory number were introduced as - ok }
_ evidence during the course of the trial in Baynevnle. T ;

Alabams, between May 3 and May 8, 1968, and are . o7

presently in

the custody of that court: ’. P

T, :
QL. Sullet trag:ent trom undes right front seat
Q4 Mutilated bullet from inside of car over
- ri‘ht @or Lo A ,
Q24 Piloce of mot:l removed tm body of car bol ¢
laft rans w $ndow '
Q15 Picce of metal removed !ron leit door ot car Jj
Q16 Bullet from victim's body - A
' " Q17 Bullet froa rear floor mat, Qauonnr Iidn K
-+, Q25 = Q30 Six cortridges from K3 . - RO
-+ Q52 One .22 caliber cartridge SRR SRR
Q53 « Q57 Frive .33 Sgeclal cartridge cases tound
., MAILER 30 -+~ spproximately .58 n? east of victia's
‘ car
MAY111960 |x3 .33 Special Emith and Wessdn z'ovmlvqa'.t Serial
COMM-FBI - np' C-413327 SRS |
rotam In the event of subaequent trials, thego specimens
I el vlll bo essential to tho successful prosecution of the épse. <
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T I _ DIRTCICR, FBY (14-28601) DATE: 5/11/65 i
: L :‘lT'IHNTION.' GENENAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION ' ,
FROM ‘3\\c, TANPA (44-313) ’
Y |
SURJECT: EUGENE TIOMAS, ET AL;
\ YIOlA 1.IUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMNS A
'CR - EL
ﬁ‘f Enclosed for the information of the Bureau are
) newspaper clippings concerning captioned matter, which »
are described as follows: [E'

“Klan Zecks to Disprove FB1 Testimony," 5/5/65 issve,

Clearvwater Sun, Clearwater, Florida;

"Attorncys Link KKK Member's Gun to Fatal Shooting,”
5/6/65 issue, Clearwater Sun, Clearwater, Florida;

N o (13 = e f

“"Alabouwa Jury Weighs Fate of Klansman," 5/7/65 is
St. Petersburg Times, St. Petersburg, Florida;

7/

ue,

Tt "Jury Neadlocked in Rights Murder; Mistrial Deglared,"\)
5/8,/65, St, Petersburg Times, St, Petersburg, Florida; |

b o
- # '
"Shadow on the South," editorial, Tampa Tribune,"5/11/65. [ll
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' WAS bound to come. After
the failure of an Alabama jury
to convict a young Ku Kluxer
of the civil rights murder of Mrs.

Viola Liuzzo of Detroit, Dr. Martin,

Luther King asserted a new Fed-

- vEiwa A ool PR

eral law is needed. It should pro- ..

vide that in civil rights cases in the
South the government could ob-
tain a change of venue tn some

place where a fairer trial could be

had-—"such as Washington, D.C.”
Any such law would conflict

{Moumt Clipping in Spece Belew) . .

Shadow on the South

—.—.——-

evidence. One explained that he )
couldn’t believe the FBI inform-
ant, Gary Rowe, because Rowe ad-
mittedly had vinlated his Klan

-cath not to divulge !ts secrets tol

any outsider. . |
_ To this juror, loyalty to the vio--’
lent, lawless Klan was more im-'
portant than respect for the laws’
of the state and nation — even!’
where’ wanion murder was in-

. volved. :

both with American tradition and ~

the Sixth Amendment, which as-

sures t‘nle accuged !h- V-Ill‘hf in h‘ll]

The sacredness of the Klan '
oath was heavily emphasized by |
the defense lawyer, himself a

. Kluxer, in a di:urarﬂful lro‘umbnﬂ

“by an impartial jury of the State :

and Dittrict "wherein the crime
shall have hcen commitled, . . ."
But the pressure for some pro-

ta

cedure to move civil riphts trials -

out of the South will increase i’

Southern juries seem incapable of

A

dendmg as “white niggers” any:

. one involved inh ihlegration move-
ments,

The state of mind typafied by
the two holdotit jurors and the des
fense attorney is diminishing in -

.the South. It reprcsents a small

viewing evidence except through:

the distorted lenses of racial big-
otry.

lie Wilkins, Jr., 21. caused by the

refusal of two jurors te vote for

conviction, was appalling. The
jury had eyewitness tLestimony,

present in the car with Wilkins
and two other Klansmen when the
shots were fired at Mrs. Liuzzo on
the Selma-Montgomery highway.
Bullets recovercd from the murder
scene were shown to have come
from a pistol found in thc home
of one of those riding with Wil-
kins, Thi accused killee did not
testify irf denial of the prasccu-
tion's evidence, All in all, it was
as strorig a ‘case as the Jaw could
hope to obtain.

area of darkness, Unhappily, when
it frustrates justice, as it has done

.- inn often in Alabama, Georgia and
The mistrial in the case of Col- .

Misgissippl, #t is s0 magnified as

. to cast a shadow upon an entire

ey

region. .
Many Southerners are an-

. gered and embarrassed by the ac.
from an FBI informant who was.

tions of the ignorant and vicious in
their midst. Last Sunday, after

- some 900 Kluxers paraded at An-

But the two jurors, both formet °

members of the White Citizens

niston, Alabama, with Wilkins and
two others indicted in the Liuzzo
murder marching as honored
members, community voices at An-
niston were raised in  protest,
Spokesmen for ministers, business
and civie groupa deplored the Klan
demonstratinn; the Anniston Star
editorially crilicized it.

It behnoves other Southerners
who place justiin above race, and
law above traditicn, o proceed by
word and derd e help lift the

Council, chose to disrcgard lhj___ghadow on the South.
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Jury Deadlocked
In nghts Murder-
Mistrial Declared

paciat Te The Time : } ]
. Froh Tt 'num- Pest ’

HAYNEVILLE » Twelve white Alabama Jurors were unable to reach a verdict
yesterday in the murder trial of Ku Klux Kiansman Collie Leroy Wilkins and
Judge T. Werth Thagui de-
“clared a mistrial,

The jury was deadlocked with
ten favoring conviction and two
wanting an acquittal

Botk hoid-out jurors sald thelr
volcs were partly affected by
i the fact that the state’s key wit.

pess broke a Kian oath when he
informed on Wilking to the FBL

WILHINS could be irfed syaln
for the murder of Viola Liuzzp,
a civil rights worker from De.
troit, but Clrcuit Solicitor Arthur
E. Gamble said he had not de
cided whether to seek another
trial in this tny Deep South
town.

Jury foreman Clifford McMur-
" phy, after ten hours of delibera-
tion Thursday and yesterday,
told the judge that the jurors
were hopelessly deadlocked.,
Later, jurors explained that
the len-to-two ballot wax to con-
vict Wilkina of manclanghter,
which carries & maximum pen-
alty of ten years imprisonment,
The jury early ruled out & con-
viction of [first-degree murder,

whirh calls for a m&m

- n!r-noe

‘ Ut el 5
s ggioudonf Wulkms' Anolhor Trial Possible ., 4/t/ - 3 [/
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TATONE POINT, McMurphy
said the jury was split eight-to-
.. four for & conviction om man-
slaughter.

Wilking, the 21.year-old Klans-
mai from Fairficld, Ala., would
say nothing bt “na comment”
to reporters after the verdict.

The two jurors favoring ac-

quittal later were identified as
{Billy R. Cheatham. a bookkcep-
iex and White Citizens Counci
‘member, and Dan Lee, a me
chanic who formerly belonped
to that segregationist organiza-
tion.

ASKED WRY he opposed a
guilty verdict, Chratham re
ferred to the testimony of Gary
Thomas Howe, the FBI inform-
er who infiltrated the Klan and
who was in the alleged murter
car on March 5.

“I didn't accept his testimony
— not when he swore before
God and broke his (Klaa) aath.”
Cheatham sald. Lee was azhmi
if the oath-breaking affected his
opinion of the evidence. “I would
say jt had some bearing on the
case,”” he replied.

McMurphy said that there
was no sectional or racial rea.
son for the decision. “It was
just different set of eyes fonk-
ing at the same evidence,” the
pipe-sm~king, slow-talking farm-
er z'd.

BEVERAL Jurors expre<eed
1!!'!.' opinion that {f Rowe had
- ‘been under indictment alri:s
with the three bona fide Klans-
men, the verdict would have
been for conviction,

One of the jurors, U. M. Tur.
berville, a [armer, said “Thix
iz the worst-hell I have ever
been through, I think every ju-
ror looked into his conscicnce
and to his God and did the very
best he could. You couldn’t pin
the declsion on one thing.”

SEVERAL JURORS xald that!
the racist h with which,
Murphy uded his defraze

'I'hunday did not appeal to
them.

[“ldon'tbelhhtdidhh
Vit Nl

TR A S e — . RS & AN

not
When white people join up with
them (Negroes), they become
white niggers . . . God didn't
Intend us to mix with the black
race. 1 don't care what Lyndon
Baines Johnson says.” -

.

CIRCUIT Solicitor Gamble, a
prosecutor as tall as Murphy
but trimmer, spoke of the inte-
grationist motive that brought
Mra. Linzzo south and deciared
in bis summation:

1 don't sgree with it. It's
pugnant to me, But she ad a

right to be here without be'lng
shot down in the middle of the
night. This wag a cold-blooded

middle-of-the-night killing."

AFTER THE judge declared
the mistrial, Murphy held a
press conference at the foot of
a Conlederate statoe outside t.he
courthouse.

“I'll say this to you, I did a
good job,” sald Murphy, the
bombastic defense atiorney who
is the imperial kionsel of the
United Klans of America, Ine.,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

“T tried the case on my art
of cross-examination, but next
time a full-scale hearing will be
laid on the line. Tl blow that
government case out of the wa-
ter.”

IF THE state seeks another
trial, #t would be held in Sep-
tember, when the next term of
court beging. The prosecution
also must decide whether to iry
Eugene Thomas and W, 0. Ea-
ton, two Bessemer, Ala., Klans-
men who lnd:lctedwith wil-

'likethat sil]l destroy himselt.”
——e -

Assistaut State Attu'anen-
eral Joe Gantt said he was con-
mm.mnmw

*T think mayhe this vote will

GANTT $AID the state atior
ney general’s office in Montgom-
ery headed by Richmond Fiow-
ers would continue ity Investiga-;
‘Uon of the Kian. { I

*We are going to try to put
the Klan out of business,” Gantt
sait. “And we have some
ty startling facts already.”

Robert Shelton, imperial wiz-
ard of the Klan, was asked if
the Klan would try to seek re-
venge on Rowe, :

“1 wouldn’t think we'd have
to,” Shelton replied. “A man

k- :

R —
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HAYNEVILLE, Ala, (UPT) —
The jury hearing the first-degree
| Imurder trial of Collie Leroy
Wilkins Jr., charged with Lhe

more than four hours,
The case of 2l-year-old Collie

p.m. EST) after four days of
dramatic testizaony.

THE JURY CAUSED a flurry
of excitement when It returned
Alo the courtroom one hour and
15 minutes later to ask whether
it was limited to any special
kentence under a first-degrre
imurder charge.

Second Circuit Judge T, Werih
Tagard explained e two pen-
'alties for first-degree murder
i woere death and life Imprison-
| ment, - :

! The jury then returned to the
¢ jury room to coptinue delibera-
. tons,

DEFENSE ATTY. Matt H.
Murphy spent ope hour and sev-
en minutes {rr final arguments
before the jury pleading for the
freedom of Wilkins,

Murphy spent much of his
time dencuncing Gary Thomas
Rowe, the FBI informant who
lt:-stlfled he saw Wilkins Jean
from a specding car and fire
the shots that killed Mrs. Livz1
20, 38-year-old mother of five

slaying of Detroit civil rights **
worker Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, re- 7
tired last night at 8 EST .
without reaching a verdict. The = _ ‘#
jury had been deliberating for ;

Leroy Wilkins Jr. went-to the !
jury at 3:40 pm. CST (4:80

Rowe nllepdly infiitrated the

-
”

'.‘ 'lq
; - rp—

R 3 ] (A

ama Jury
Welghs Fate -
Of I(Iomsmcm

»

PR

« death or Hfe.

Klan. He said he was with Wil-
kins and two other Klansmen
the night Mrs. Liuzzo was shot
as she and & Negro, Leroy Mo-
ton, 21, drove along a d.';u'k|
stretch of Alabama highway the.
night of March 25, a few hours
after the Selma-to-Montgomery
civil rights march ended,

REFERRING TO Rowe, Mur-
phy asked the jury:

“What kind of man is he? Is
he a white man or is he a white
nigger?*

TPROSECUTOR Arthur Gam-
hi€" Jv. andled the main prose-
culinn a_rument.

Speaking in a calm wolce,
Gamble said:

"“The Bible says ‘Thou shalt
not kill’ It doesn't say who,
what, where or when."

t:amble did pot ask for the
death peml.t‘y.

..
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WEAPON TRACED IN CIVIL RIGHTS STATING

.

3 Attorneys Link KKK Member s‘."

f

- ar— e

AL AR ARILPC L
1

l'.msh'a

i An earlier wilness had traced
a I8-caliber revolver to Wilkins,

HAYNEVI!..LE, Ala, (A-P-r——
eys have linked Ku

Rllw Klan memhaw Collia Laravy
£aa e ATVY

. Wilkins Jr. with the weapon an
, expert says was used in 'le
¢ <laying of & Michigan mother
i taking pnrt in civil rights dem-

Gun To Fa"aLShooi'mg

e’rm‘l'en'nng some of De
marchers back o Seima.
Indicted with Wilkins -~ and
awailing trial — were Eugene
Thomas, 43, an employe of U.S,
Stcel at Bessemer, Ala.,
William Orville Eston, also of
Bessemer, who at 41 is a retired game
steel worker with heart lmﬁ-

,+nd Marion Williams, an FBllble

' weapons expert, identified I’
i W
ednesday 23 the mnmﬂg klan at the FBI's request to get

killed Viola Liuzzo, 3,
of five,

‘Solicitor Arthur F. Gamble

i Matt H. Murphy Jr.,
'klar's sitorney,

J‘lhe courss his defense mn
take. He alsc has shown a revo
-varwhrchhecaldhehokfm

FBE informer Gary Thomax
Kowe Jr.

Murphy has not said how he
will connect the pistol {0 ihc
rase. His only comment was, “1
took It away from Rowe before
he killed¢ someone and blamed it
o s

The klan atlorney has sought.
to portray Rowe, the state's stur’
witness, asa tmuhlemaker horp|
llls II} I,‘U'IIELI. I IILI'I. TEWUdi U
‘rom the federal government ¥
he could “help break the back
ot the kian.”

Three Face Trial

Wilkins, 21, a sell-cmployed

nulomobilo mechanic at Fair-
‘field, Ala., near Birmingham, is
the first of three KKK members
tbrought to trisl for the slayliz
‘of the Detroit hoveewile,
i Mrs. Liuzzo, the wife of a
‘Teamsters Unlon official, was
shot to death near Lowndesboro
the night of March 25 afler tak-
'ing part in the l'ivil rl;.hls
march from Selma

‘I The chiet prosecutor, ~Cireuit|
Jr..
‘said he had "a few more ques-
lions™ to ask_Willlams teday
‘before the state rested s mlshe.

o
already had
'indicated through cross exani-
[ nation of prosecution wi!nesuz

Tells O Shooting
Rowe, who said he joinet! the
information, told the 12.man
Wilkins, Thomas and Eaton
when Mrs. Liuzzo was kilied.

revolver o fire fwo shols at al-
most point blank range as their
car pulled alongaide her auto-
mobile in & high speed chase
and emplied his pun at the car
as they pulled away,

Williams, who works st the
FBI laboratory st Washington,
testified that & bullet found

?Elgl'd_‘?t’_the base of the Detroit

Thomas® gun.
o] Traced

Another agemt toid the
that the gun used in the Iabora
lory t{est came [from Thomas
home, and still anolther said &
gun permit Jound on Thomas
waa issued for the same pistol.

Willjams first tesuﬂed that
ihree bDuileis found in the var
were determined by laboratory
{¢sts to have coms from the gun
which Rowe had said Thomas

handed 10 young Wilking just,

before the shooting,

Gamble, the prosecutor, want-
ed to pin #t down xtill closer. So
the guestioning of the FBI agrnt
wont Jite this:

Q. Based on your experienre,
Iz it your qpinion that the bullel

l-uuul im haad of Mrs 1iuzro

e
‘was flred from that putol?
A. Yex nlr,
'I‘he defense sllomey Tehisod
In pecvpt balhsﬂct tesis as vulid

Mu_a.'.'.uq

and thousands of tests and 1 bave

]l]l'] that he wag in the car wiih|jdefense HW'ITIBI asked IVI":‘-

He said Wilkins used Thomas'}|some niggers

womn's brain was fired from

him they are,
Ne Twe Allie
When the lawyer pursusd the
challenge, Williams told him:
“Mr, Murphy, 1 have made

bever seen two guns

marking.

'l'hthmu t this exchange:
f Q.You rﬂlvermak‘lhﬁ-
take? -

i A Mquutimhuhm
lnmmminmnmme

whether the witness him-
hnd thredened o “kﬂl

That line of questioning went!
this way: |
Q. Before going to Tuscalooss;
{shortly before the University of
Alchama integration in June,
1943) you made the stalement
that you were going to kill some
niggers. Is that true? :
A No sir, That is untrue.  /

Then, on fo ihe cmg_%
imacch this year:

Q. Did you make the :hlb
ment In Montgomery to a man
at & filling siation thal you
did:?t't drive that [ar for noth-s
ing )

Question Unsnswered

That question went mman-’
swered because the state’s ob-
jecuon was upheld by the court,

u“ b
ﬂlul].ﬂl, pmmlﬂ,l.. 41'8 Bsirvwa

‘his (Rowe's) tendency toward
-vnolenco and irouble making.”
| Then in another part of the
cross examination:
Q. On the way to Selma,
didn't you say coolinually that
yoir hadn't como all that way
{or nolhing, that you were going
{o cause soms niggers some
trouble?

A, No sir. Very delinitely not.
It was Wilkins who said that.
| Murphy became s0 enraged
‘that the court took a lln-minuh
tecexs when Rowe acoused the
ntiomey of telling him to put
mit & slory that the FBI had

:gl{
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for the klan attomey, replied: | 3
*You asked me if they offersd -
me large sums of money snd I

oid
told me I could say anmything I
wanted to, They couldn’t care

say I was offercd 500 acret of
land or apple trecs; he couldn't
care Jess. You came hack and -
said, ‘Well, gooll’ You #n
make it 350 acres and $160,000, £
believe. s -
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(M Clipping in Spuce Below)

_‘gans\' CALLS UNDERCOVER AGENT A LIAR".

Klan Seeks To Dlsprdve FBI

Tnchmnnv ,

B JHR llllwu

| MAVNEVILLE, Asa

! A Ku Klux Klan atiorney prom- l

'lsedtodaybdmeanFBI
'mdermvuagmtssturyﬂﬁd:

A il

ingham barroom operaﬁ_n:

unemployed, fold the 12-man
mry he saw young Wilkins, on

ieatolacarbemde

"pamed & young Klansman as him, fite two shois inlo Mrs.

Liuzzo's car on & lonety siretch

lhekﬂlerdlw‘hludvﬂdxhu of U.S. 88 near Lowndesbora. |

X 'l‘heheavilymrdedFBlh-.

Jformer, Gary Thomas Rowe, a' as it pulled alongside the Liurzo
Kian member, was called back aulomobile, the witmess said,-

lto the witness stand to face in-
'ten.sive cross-exramination by
defense attorney Matt H. Mur-
phy Jr. who had called him a
liar.

Rowe, escoried to lnd from
the courtroom by federal
agents, testified in state court
Tuesday that Go{he Leroy W:lk~
‘ing Jr.,, 11, fired two pistod shets
latcbsarannwnthnmrm

‘which Viela Liuzzo was slain Lhe hea

‘night of March 25.

Wikkins, a heavy-set. crew-cut
auto mechanic from Fairfield,
Ala,, near Birmingham, is thoi
first of three Klansiern brmy:hh
e trial v fewtdeg s svundo:
indictments.

Altorney Makes Promise

After Rowe lelt the stand,
Murphy, the Klan attomey rep-
resenting  Wilkins, commenlcdl

ingrity to newsmen that Rowe
had “iold a2 G- d— lie and I'll
vrove it tomorrow.”

Mrs. Livzzo, 8, the mother of
‘ive and lhe wife of a teamsters
linion official, was ghot to death
vhile shuttling nther marchers
wirk to Seima following the civ-
1 rights march 16 Montgemery
n which she, {oo, hid taken
wart, A young Negro riding in
‘he front seal with hu wm;m
MY,

. Rowe, 2 hu.lt: !ow

__-"'

|

was Eugene Thomas, 42, of Bes-
semer, Seated next to Thomas
was William Orville Eaton, 41,
also of Bessemer. Thomas and.
Faton ai8d are under murdee
indictment and #waiting triad, *

Eaton also opened fire with &
22-caliber pistal, Rowe maid,
But a stale tbxicologist, Dr.
Paul Shoffeitt, who remtoved the
death bulled from the victim’

hrmin had fosbifiead 14 wman o
LA, JUWTU WTDLUITU I WA &

liber stug which killed her.

Rowe 3aid he had bean
undercover agent for the
for five years. He and his eol-
leagues first noticed Mra. Liuz-
tn and her Negro companion, he
said, whikd wailing at a traflic
lizht in Selma and followed

e

g.
EE

{their car for some 35 miles_be--

fore finally overtaking it
Al the traffic light, the wit-

ness said. Wilkins looked at the -

auntomobild parked alongside
and remarked, “Look there,
baby brother, I'H be damned.”
Then, Rowe cuntinued, *“Gene
Thomas spoke up and nid.
‘Lex’s grt ‘em’."”
Woukda't Turs Back

They iricd several times -
ol nlongside Mrs. Liuzro's ear,
Iowe wondk on, baadl ench Lime
suncthing  inlervened.  Once
they spolted a highway patrol
caf, "Anminer Ume ji wias A
crowrl of Negroes standing near
the highway. Later, i _was on-
ormirrs—tal ;

é¥ilkins held his arm but the

Lvmaow elbow length, Just
e got even with the front win.
dow of the other car, the lady
turned and looked directlya!us
As she Jooked, w:nm-nrpm

shots.
‘"eﬁ.

“Thomasd® said,
memmdu‘ o’l . ,.. .
Rmnauhemoha‘ ol
but did not fire 1t i‘lﬁ.&,‘
Az they pulled M'Rowe
said he noticed Mr§. Liuzro's
car still traveling in & straight
line and iold his oollcagues it

reemed the - shols may have

- U

ntissed. But, he added, “Wilkins|:

o e it broh-
er, nt
is deader than hefl’'™

| EX PO Y lL. il W
" U

EM, nowe Iam'
they went 0 a place nown as
Lorene's and, after talking with
a woman Inside, Thoma# as-
sured the other men. "I've got

't:msu&,lf‘i., S
"""&W
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INFORMER UNDER HEAVY GUARD
Thomas Rowe Jr,

Gary

two FBl agenis on hit way te «

Ala,, yestorday

Collie Wilkins Jr. shoot white
Yiola Luizzo as she tramported
%o Mentgomery march. Wilkins
of Mrs. Luizzo. - .
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