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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

r | Date __3/29/65 .

Or March 2%, 1055, photcgraphs were taken :
py Speclal Agent of VIOLA GRE3G LUIZZO
at Wnite Chapel Funeral ncone, 43 o. vackson. .
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On April l, 1965, PAUL E. BHOFFEITT, Assistant - 5
Director, State of Alabama Department of Toxicology and

Crimiial Investigation, Auburn, Alabama, furnished SA- A"Q

a copy of the autopsy report prepared by his
epartment in connection with the case of VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO,
Case Number 50-49455.

The details of this report are as follows:
SUBJECT: Post-Mortem Examination

Z
At the request of Major W. R. Jones, State'Investigator;“nnd'““’*ﬂf?*”
with authorization of Circuit Solicitor Arthur E. Gamble,
Jr., a post-mortem examination was conducted on the body
of Viola Gregg Liuzzo, white female, at the White Chapel
Funeral Home, Montgomery, Alabama. Time of examination was
12 midnight on March 25, 1965. Body was identified by State
Investigator J. F. Gardner. State and Federal Officers and
funeral home personnel were present part of the time during
the post-mortem examination. Guy V. Purmell, Toxicologist,
of this Department assisted with the examination.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

This is the unembalmed body of a moderately obese, white

fenale, weasured height 5 feet 2 inches and estimated weight

150 pounds, resembling the reported mrge of 39 years. 8Scalp

hair is reddish-blonde. Teeth are natural witb three wpper

left, twce upper right, three lower left, and four lower right -
missing but not of recent extraction. After photographs are Zi%f?ﬂ
made, bloodstained clothing consisting of a girdle, torso b
brassiere, slip and dress is removed from body. Two rings

on ring finger on left hand, one ring on right finger of

right hand, and wrist watch on left wrist are delivered to

Btate Investigator Lt. E. J. Dixon. :

" Bloodstains cover the major portion of the head, neck. and

L S S e ALY erenm g v - e - =1 - 3% Y |

face; expecially, the left side Bloodstains are also on
hands and smaller stains are on lower extremities below the
knees. Feet are soiled. 8Soilled areas also appear on the

--/33 e




MO 44-1245
" back right hand. Body is washed and additional photographs
arsas e, On lateral surface of urrner arms are small dark

WAL AT wA TRA ML AW WA R [ _T 9= R e i WA -

area] Fingernails are short with no free edge present. An
0ld lfnear scar of the lower mid-abdomen is judged to be
surgical. Lower abdomen is narked with white lines (striae
atrophicae).

The thoracic and abdominal cavities sre opened with a Y
incision. There is appreciable fat in the abdominal wall.

No evidence of physical trauma is observed to organs of these
cavities. Lungs possess the typical mottled, glistening

outer surface with a crepitant feel. Heart is not remarkable
in size. - Coronaries are patent in the large observed sections.
There is evidence of minimal atherosclerosis of the aorta 4inm
the area of the coronary orifices. An appreciable quantity of
fat is around the kidneys. Capsules of kidneys peel easily
revealing a smooth, slightly congested surface. A small quantity
of a white milky liquid is observed in pelvis of each sectioned

-,

< i,

kidney. Stomach contains an estimated 5 ounces of a brownish, . .

thick.semiliquid. The appendix is not located. Uterus is pon--,
pregnint. Adrenals, spleen, liver, and pancreas are not R

remarrable grossly. S e
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_ At appr!&inately 4 p.m., March 26, 1965, C
OgAS R ac ed unde e s sk
bﬁc, nd at & N
ccation Ca T3 cutskirte of Biramingham in the vicinity : .t

}

oi the scuthsrn citf limits of Birmingbam, Alabama.

ROWE was adv ed that he did not have to furnish
any information, that 3cy information he furnished could

be used against him in & court of law and that he could,

consult an attorney. H9 was irforxed tkhat he would be‘%rans-
ported immsdiately to the offire of the U, §. Comm 51 er

in the U, S. Post Office Building at Birmingham il

where bond would be set and that while at the U,

Office Building he would be placed in the custody ot the

U. S. Marshal., ROWE made no statement except o the effect
that he would contacti his attorney while at f‘ & office of . ..
the U. 8, Marshal, . : .

ROWE was immediately transported to‘&bg office
of the U. S, Marshal at Birmingham, Alabama, and was
afforded an immediate appearance before U. S, Commissioner
LOUISE O. CHARLTON, it being notad that ROWE's attorney,
MATT MURPHY, JR., was preésent.

On 3/'*/65 ot Birminogham, Alabama File ¥ BH 44-1236

This document contains neither recommendeiions not cnelulun af the'FBI. N ds the property of the P‘II mad s lossed to
youUr agensy; it and its sontenis sre awt 10 be distribuied sutaide your sgensy. e




o ,_ 3/26/65

- .

: _~ g

1 4
~ Ad T+ 48 w o wm Uawah DO 1ank m maamabh wowemAmd ores seemewea
A Ay, BT Jiedike g EEBLAWI MUy AVUY) 8B DUR LI WELIALL WED BT YU

st the sapartzsnt ©f GARY TEOUAS ROWE, JR;, Apartment Number 354,
205 16th Place, South in the company

ch of Special Agents and
# Specia executed search
nt issued by the U, §S. » Northern District
of Alabama, _ . e
\ o
The apartment was entered through the unlocked
rear door, after permission to enter had been requested.

It was determined upon entering the apartwent that it was
unoccupied, A copy of the search warrant and a list of

items taken pursuant to the search warrant was left at the e
premises at 2:35 p.m.
remiges were searched by SA_ b7C
dﬁ and the search was completed at 2:35
rch 26 “ _ ”~ -
o - '-\' - . "f i - ‘ .
The fol lowing items were taken: ¥ i ¥
1) One wetal contajmer, army bro'n&pl'or with
vthé Following mar & " Do ndt usé a5 Yood contaimar,
00 “cartridges .30 carbinme ball M1 in 50 Tound o
cartons lot LC 13029." § eF 0

Containing as follows s

§ 3
. o -
A) 4139 rounds of variouﬁ .aubar live mnmition

was TrawyY o VFRSRRS -

and one spent .22 cartridge casing. e -

One “30 round capacity -a.g}zine for .‘30
f caliber revolver.

. YC) One cloth bag containing 128 rounas
$various caliber Jiyg gmuunition.and one spent
. «38 cartridge casing. Ths bag is marked
Cherry-limrrell Corp. .

- mwp = e et wn - e e

‘ .- T
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D) Your boxes of "Western Brand Super-Match"
midrange .30 caliber amwunition containing a
total of 80 rounds of live ammunition and
80 spent cartridges. ‘¢

"2) One German made bayonet and sheath,
3) One .38 caliber 'estern live cartridge found

on bedroom dresser,
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e - EUGENE as placed +# | L?c_
, pecial Agents and .

t Lorene's Cafe, Bessemer, Alabana, at 11 08 a.m,,

cb 26, 1965. - -
. - g™
y /
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. EUGENE THOMAS arrived at the FPBI Office,
}gth Floor, 2121 Building, Birmingham, Alabama, at 11:45 a. é..,

rch 26, 1865. = % - . :
: ¥ b

/

R .
B q‘» . *. rd
r - S
NP I
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19t

Fd

EUGENE THOMAS departed the FBI Office, 14th
- Floor, 2121 Building, Birmingham, Alabama, at 1:22 p.m., .
l&rch 26, 1965, en youte to the U, S, Commissioner's
(ffice, located in fhe U. §. Courthouse, 5th Avenue and
“1bth Street. He arrlved at the U. 5. Commissioner's
Office in the U, S. Courthouse at 1:29 p.m. on March 26,

1965,
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{4

Using a Speed Graphic, 4 x 5 Camera and
- Kodak 4 x 5 Ektacolor film, six photographs were A
aken of a 1962 Impala, white over red, bearing 1965
%labana License Plate 1B 36964.

<o gv puitel

Each photograph was taken using a Sylvania
40B bulb while vehicle was parked in front of Lorene's
Cafe, 2200 - 8th Avenue North.

The photographs were made in the following

sequence:
(1) 3/4 view of passenger side of automobile
from frent. LI
E A3
(2) Front view of vehicle ¥ é ot

{(3) 3/4 rearview showing license pla:& o -

(4) 3/4 view of passenger side of svehicle
from rear. P

(5) 3/4 wview of front and driver gide of vehicle

(6) Driver side view of vehicle.

/

Transparencies and one copy of each photograph
have been idemtified with the date taken and the initials
KND, ‘
J
L 4
On 3/26/65 ot Bessemer, Alabama File §__ BH 44-1236 :
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b .
D .___March 27, 1965 .

rved on Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS, wife of EUGENE THOMAS, .
19 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama on March 26, 1965,

...... PR | - P "A‘oln"-- b K 4

IDO lﬂ CUﬂﬂBCIlUD Wi Lﬂ a bUﬁBEIlL 10 m-:arc.n Blll!:lll!:ut VO AUL L&EE ALYy
furnished by Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS concerning her 1958
Oldsmobile, bearing 1965 Alabama license 18-19643 the following
articles were taken, as indicated dbelow: b qn

- *  In connection with the serving of a search warrant,
i

Article'

- Smith k Iesson

.38 revolver;
P ey & ﬂﬂ‘)'?
- -

WEA WU

6 rounds R-P .38
N Specia¥ ammunition

~"} ~.38 Smith and
% Wesson- snub-

. nosed revbttér

" BN 179485

-5 -ppunds .38

- Y

caliber ammunition
e« {4 -~ REM~-UMC.38
s special, 1 - R-P
‘w38 special)

"1 box Peters 12
gauge SP extra long
" Tange shotgun shells

.2 hoxes Winche

s
8 special ammun

ion- )
/ "

R T e
On 3§26/65 ot Bessemer, Algbgma File § __ BH 44-1236
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Article:

‘6 Remington .38'
special rounds of
ammunition in box .

1 Revelation 12
gauge shotgun shell

1 Newport Model CN
double barrel sawed
off shotgun, Serial
Number T70594

1 box Remiﬁgton
12 gauge shotgun
shells

containing 21 shells

1 box of spenht .38
caliber shells

——
7 -

unnwm el en  Them b o o e
W O AWUHLUMWD I'vYLTL D
.38 caliber
ammunition
7/ \
‘.5
3
- 7
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1

In conneétion with a search conducted at the
- residence of EUGENE TEOMAS, 1519 12th Avenue North,

Bessemer, Alabama, pursuant to a search warrant dated

March 26, 196§, the following articles were observed _'--'- 2
£-n the residence of EUGEXNE TEOKAS and are as follows: : 74

pescriprion of areicte VgD R

1 bullwhip

R Y P

F’rusty chain, 80"

\ in lexgth
* 1 rubber hose, metal B
1lined, approxi- \.._
mately 315" in length
: . . %
¥hite Xlan robe and "
-.hobd
Y
." s '-“
. 5 United Klaas of .. - " \
+ America applications 4

o 3)}26/65 ., Bessemer, Alabams su.t_zz_uﬂzas___

! | T
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Dr 3/29/65
Pursuant to a consent to search, voluntarily b7c
_ furpished by E'EvE THOMAS, Special AgentsF
b1c o proceeded to search a 1963 Chevrolet, two-
dobr atop, white over red, which bore Alabara license ]
1836964, Vehicle Identification Number 21847A118465. The i
followirg articles were taken: . . 4
’ b74A
Articles b7c
o .
ek mask -
o,
.38 caliber awmmun A
tion, whicth contm‘ed : ' .
10 rounds of emaunlition _ KT
~ R A oW - - . e A‘. : -
i ~dwmcr ewdr I¥er
vellow rug,
! x 31"
W yolio¥ rfug,
’ﬂ!,i 2*!‘!

¥ 1 roll Tuck
@lectrical Tape

« 1 roll brown
y Arno Tape

- oA

‘ 1l pair pliers-
.,

% 1 pair pliers

o

o Y, - ¥I A _TOIDL
ot pessemer, AlADARA File ¥ Mi R4 i L0000

e A /2 ..o

This document conlains melther recommendations nor concluaions of the FBI. It ia the properiy of the FRI and to Joaned to
rour agency; it and ita coalenis @re Aot Lo be disiribuled ouiside Your agency.
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{ gt

At 11:16 a.m,, March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ORVILLE

EA#ON was apprehended at his residence Route )
Besse Alabama }
L

When EATON was placed under arrest he was
standing in the middle of his living room on the first

floo; ©f his premises,.

.. .

BH 44-1236 = ~.
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3/26/65
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At 11 2™a.m., March 26, 1965 WILLIAH ORVILLE
EATON was placed in an FBI car by SA
#and en t.rans-
rom his resi oute ox 866, Besgemer-

. Klabama, to FBI Headquarters, 2121 Building, Birmingha.m,
Alabama, The arrival time at FBIl neadquarters was 12:06 p. n.,
March 26, 1965. )
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D . Iarch‘27, 1965

fras

- .,  w-NILLIAM QRVILLE EATON arrived at the FB] Office,
Birningham n _the custody of Agent
pic andw at 12:10 p.m., Marc
was Jommediately taken into a private room and a physical
description was obtained from bhim., The contents of his walle

were examined but nothing was taken from his wallet, EATON
had no money on his person.

't'h“!

o

EATON was not interviewed at this time since he
had previously advised that he wished to furnish no further
information pertaining to the matter imvolved. -

At 12:56 p.m,, March 26, 1965, EATON was photographed
in the FBI Office. At 1:01 p.m. on March 26, 1965, EATON

e g

was fingerprinted in the fBI Of;ice.“ The fingerprinting
was completed at 1:06 p.n - . S

At 1:22 26, 1965, EATON wes transparted

ch' by SA and from the FBI Office to the-
office . S. Commissioner LOUISE O. CHARLTON, Room'300,
Federal Building, Birmingham, Alabama. EATON arrived at

lirs, CHARLTON's ofifice at 1:36 p.m., March 26, 1965,

1 ‘ -
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March 27, 1965

!
e Date
amdt 11:05 a.m,, March 26, 1965, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS,
— JR,3X 4005 - 40th Way, Fairfield, Alabana, was arrested at e
ﬂig!yay 11, Bessemer, Alabama, while driving a two-tone '3

green Chevrolet, bearing 1965 Alabama License Number 1337863..
WILKINS was advised of the identity of the Agerts and SA A
exhibited his credentials to WILEINS, WILKINS
was advised that he was under arrest and no threats, force

or Eromises were made to WILKINS. WILKINS was advised by

b1

SA that he did not have to make a statement, any
statement he did make could be used against him in a court

of law and that he had a right to consult an attorney prior
t0 making a statement,

At 11:09 a.m., WILKINS was placed in an automobile

of the FBI and was driven ii iii iiiw by SAS—

-\h ’
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' ' " March 27, 1965
Da.

d-lt 11:49 a, l.,

- March 26, 1965, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS,
o JR.,Yac by SAs &
b and arrived in rmingham i
FBL.: 3

1LKINS was photographed and finieririnzzu and departed

[

the office in the company of Agents

1:21 p.m.
!
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65, the living quarters of COLLIE LEROY 'ILKINS JR.,
© resides with his parents, Kr. and ¥rs. COLLIE "LEROY

WILKINS, SR., at 4005 40th Wa Fairfield , were
..  searched by su” and# The
b C search warrant w esented to Mr. an S. WILKINS at
their residence, by SA#
WILKINS stated that he Wou nterpose no objections to

at which time Nr.
the search. ., f

> - pyrsuant to a search warrant issued by LOUISE O,
§ARLTON United States Commissioner, Birmingham, on larch;G,

epeating Rifle, Model 31A, .22 caliber.'
.disengaged faom the atock,.and

s wester
1 doug rifle, which

“4n a brown <anvas carrying -:case. (] muniuor. 43,?1; T lg...-.f.
* was located. ﬂ

A copy of the sear ATTant as i.ssucd by United

tes Commissiene® LOUISE HARLT@ s left mh xn -a
‘g I X NS SR. ,,'éfle'ﬁting'\he above - vom
search T an B * .y

atsso ,“. [ FYER o, “F. PR

o
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March 29, 1865

Using a Speed Graphic, 4 x 5 Camera and
. Tri-X 4 x 5 Kodak f£ilm, the following individuals were
- hdY0graphed during the time set forth, 1In each 1nst-.nca
3 front, profile and stand-up view weremade.

N s,

12:46 - 12:54 p.m. - COLLIE LEROY WILKINS
12:54 -~ 1:01 p.m, - WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON
1:15 ~.1:22 p.m., - EUGENE THOMAS

Negatives 1, 2 and 3 contain photographs of
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS,

Negatives 4, 5 and 6 contain pbotographs of :
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, = - e e

g

Negatives 7, 8 and 9 contain photographs of
EUGENE THOMAS,

T el
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‘morning of March 25, 1965. _ 5
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following investigation was conducted by SA
and SA (N -: Prattville, Alabama,
on March 29, 19665.

K
k]

JEAN COLLINS, employee, Go Go Restaurant, was shown
photographs of four subJects and she related she did not recall
them being at that restaurant on the morning of Thursday,
March 25, 1965. She s2id she felt she would recall the boys
had they been in the restaurant together for breakfast. She
stated that Mr. R, K. JACKSON eats breakfast there almost evaxy__,w_“
morning and might recall the four subjects. RS

)

R. K. JACKSON was shown photographs of the subJects and
was unable to identify them. He stated he had breakfast at the .
Go Go Restaurant on March 25, 1965, hut does not recall the four
subjects being there for brenkfast on that date.

B &

FLORENCE ALINE POWFLL. employee, Go Go Restaurant, .,
said she was the waitress working at the Go Go,Restaurant on
the morning of March 25, 1965. She viewed photographs of the
subjects and stated she did not recall any of them eati
breakfast there on that date. She stated the restaurantt is
operated by.a Mr. BOIN and he had owned the restaurant for
only two weeks and he was not there on the norning of March 25,
1865. .

. %

Mr. R. C. CARLTON advised he frequently eats

bresikfast at the Go Go Restaurant but was noi there on the

From observation it was observed that the Go Go
Restaurant is located on a cross street just West of U. B,
Highway 31. It is the first place of businees located on e
this cross street and the restaurant faces South. The cross

. street is the first cross street South of the water tank

which bears the name Prattville, Alabama. -

TOM H, KENNEDY, owner, Bek's Frostop Cafe, advised
he does not serve breakfast and does not open each day until
approyimately 10:00 a.m. He stated he serves almost exclusively.
barbegue at the cafe. He was shown photographs of the subjects. .
and stated he did not recall seeing any of them at his cafe.
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Mr. MURRAY PATTERSON, Owrer, American

Service Station, 351 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery,
advised as follows: '

He stated that during the afternoon
of the civil rights demonstration and march, which

tcok plarce on March 25, 1965, a sprctator tc the march

entered his station and advised him that one of the

demonstrators had cut the line tn & public phone booth
located outside of his station. {ie svated he did mot

of his station in an Army jeep. He stated that om
two occasions this Armv Major enteved his station,
stated that he believed the Majnr's last name was
G1BSON, but added that he was not positive of th:

Dete . rch 30, 1965 i

tie

Te e

know the idenrtity of the spectatnr. Hq added that éuring
this same day, an Army Major was sometimes parked optside
out

by

He added that he did not know if the Maaor was atrmched

to the regular Army or the Army National Guard.

i |
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Date 3/30/65

Y MC DANIEL, Office Manager, Southern Bell Telephone
“End TeMegraph Company, furnished the following information: e

?
. He locate@ a repair order for telephone number ' i
269-9791 reflectingithat at 1:07 PM, March 25, 1965, a Treport |
was recdeived marked ATTERSON, 351 Dexter, reporting a -cord '
broken during march. The report reflects that installer-—
repairman with initials "A.T.S8." was dispatched at 7:15 ANM

on March 25' 1964 and ha !-APnrfad the receiver cord eas cut
during march. The cord was replaced and the complaint cleared

at B:22 AM, March 26, 1965, ”

Mr. MC DANIEL advised that X, H. MITCHAM, Plant
Manager, is the custodian of repair records quoted above.
MITCHAM's home address is 112 Brantwood Drive, Montgomery, -
Alabams, RO S
. _ : ;% T
Mr, MC DANIEL advised that installer-repairman ¥ -
A, T. SUMMERLIN was the man who repaired the'itelephone. His

home address is 833 Martha Street, Apartment B, Ionlgonary.

Alabama. 1
_ \ ‘\ 2
/£ v
3/30/6} rm Montgomery, Alabama File § _dobile 44-1245
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{ On March 29, 1965, MURRAY PATTERSON, American i

vice St§tion, 351 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama f

phone Rumber 262-9402, adviaed Speciel Agents? :
i.and that he i3 the owner aitd manager -
the sérvice scaticn. He atated thabt he was at the station

March 25, 1965, all day and that Gue o the march of

41 rights demonstrators, did not attempt te conduct business
t day inasmuch as the streets were blocked off and the

wds were too lange,

PATTERSON adviged that there were mags numbers
peoble in the vicinity of his gas staticon all day long

;. that he could not gecall sny four individuzls who were there

any length of time.,% TATITERION was ahgwn rhoSograpas of EUGENE 7, * .
MAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LXR0Y WILKINS, and T
'Y THOMAS ROWE, JR. PATTERSDY 2z21d he could not state that
:8e four individuals were at hls gas statlon on March 25,

5, a8 the crowds were BQ‘Earge he could net recognize any

‘ticular person. .
PATTERSON furiher esdvised that WICHARD CASTLEBERRY
. working part time at the gAs rSatien cn Parch 25, 1965,
1t was his day off. He gald that CLSTLFBERRY lives on
'nville Road, Montgomery, Aiabuama, and works for the
.board Rallroad Company. 4

. -
On March 2¢, 1065, JON J, WORTON, U-Park

‘king Lot, Montgomery, Alabtasma, &dvised he wae working

. day on March 25, 1965, and etated that he recalled that

cars were parked in his lot that day and inasmuch as this

'king lot is & self-park type place, he could not recall

- specific cars that were parked ther¢. HORTON was

weifically asked if he recalled a 1962 red end white, two

'r, hardtop Chevrolet in the lot on thdt date and HORTON

114ed that he could ncot recall make or coior of any

:¢ifiec car in his lot, \ :

P ' %

) On March 29, 1965, JOMN B. GRIMES, employee,
‘ark Parking Lot, Monroe and Lawrence Stresfs, advised he.
:1d not recall seeling the red and whice, two door, hardtop
‘vrolet on that lot inasmuch as the cars ere:parked by the . -
ers, and due to the large number of vehicles in the lot,.:
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- Dare_ 1/30/65

b
§f  SPENCER EUGENE COONER, home address, Route #1, -
Townley, Alabama, employed as lineman, Alabama Power COmpany,"
advige§ that he has been in Selma since January 25, 1965, :
working on cross-country power lines to the Dan River Project.‘ £

—

‘He related that he eats dinner regularly at three
or four restaurantskin Selma, one of which is the Silver Moon
Cafe, : p

COONER recalls eating at the Silver Moon Cafe on
Thursday evening, March 25, 1965. He estimates that he
arrived at the cafe at approxxmately 7:00 PM and stayed
from 45 minutes to an hour. v

COONER does not recall observing any well-dressed .
individuals in the cafe. He was shown photographs of subjects
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, EUGENE THOMAS, CQLLIE LEROY WILKINS,
and GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., but he could %ot identi¥y them
a8 being individuals he had ever seen. Be was “mlso shown
a photograph of a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red. and aivised
that he could not recall having seen this vehicle in the area
of the Silver Moon Cafe at any time.

COONER explained that he always goes to dinner with
& group of four or five other Alabama Power Company employees
who work on the same crew that he does. Whenever this group
goes into a restaurant for dinner, they always sit at the same
table, converse among themselves, and generally do not
associate, pay any attention to, or converse with local
.citizens who may bg;in the restaurant.

COONER ?buld furnish no Iurther\nfomation.

\
/ .

Ll
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2 (Rev. 4-15-84) - - . W

FEDExAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' : ' S :

— - : ; ‘ Date ___3/31/65

| o

a5,

DAVID GAMELE, aljpo known as SHORTY, 1214 Railroad,
was Interviewed at his residence and furnished the followlng
information: ,

"He advised that he works on a part-time basis at
the Silver Moon Cafe, 138 Washington Street, between the hours
of 6:00 p.m, and midnight on.Fridays and Saturdays. His =~

dAuties conaigst of washing anhnA and eleaning the restaurant

A W ke Yer B W W RS A ek e W T Am A sy o e 8, . ) L2 --

on these two days. .’

' He stated that on March 25, 1965 f’e was not working .. -
at the Silver Moon Cafe, and the first {me that he heard that

a person was killed on Highway 80 east or Selma was that -
evening while he was watching television, and a news bulletin’

was flashed over television concerning the killing.

- He advised that he could not furnish any 1nformation in
connection with this killing nor did he hear of anyone who may
have been involved in the killing of VIOLA ﬁEUqu the night-of
March 25, 1965. ‘ g ;

document contains neither recommendstions sor conclusions of the FHI. Ih&mdﬁ.lﬂﬂhuh o
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!’ Mr. MORRIS PERRY, 2520 Water Street, advised that ~ 3
he recills being in the Bilver Moon Cafe on Thursday, March ff,
25, 1945, at approximately 3:00 PM for a little while after

which Re left. He said later on that evening between 6:00
and 6:30 PM, he came back to the Silver Moon Cafe where he
met HUGHIE CLAY NICHOLS, a fellow employee at Baggett Trans-
fer Company who was already in the ca¥e. He said that they
had a cup of coffee together, during which NICHOLS told him
about a trip he was making for the company hauling material
to various nearby cities and also to Birmingham, Alabanma.
PERRY stated that he was on vacation and had planned to take
8 ride with NICHOLS en this trip, and after approximately 20
minutes in the cafe, he went across the street to the Coffee
Pot Cafe to call his mother to tell her he was going on this
trip and would be away from home over night, whereupon they
goparted in a conpany truck and returned to Selma the next
ay.

PERRY rocalled that PETE LACKEOS and OUIQ& LARSON
vere the only two pcople he can specifically remember who
were working ot the Silver Moon biut could not recall what
other customers, if any, were in there at that time. He
stated that he and NICHOLS msat at a table in froat ¢f the
Juke box, and he did not notice ,any strangers, particularly

four men dressed 1n suits.

PERRY stated he was unabhle to identify photographs -
of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON,
and GARY THOMAS ROYE as anyone he has ever secn and stated
-he did not notice a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red, parked

s & e | P .,

Inywnﬂrc aruunu tho DI.J.VBI' Moon that wvuh;ng

Be ctated that he recalls sceing photographs
in the newppapers of the four men marrested in Birmingham,
Alabama, r killing some white woman on the highway
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, and at that tine
looked them over carefully and did not rocognize any of
then as poople he know.

fad
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12 (Rev. 4-15-84)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

— ) . _ " pate __3/67/65 -

Mr, PETE 2. LACKEOS, 804% Tth Avenue, Selma, Alabama, propriestor
of Silver Moon Cafe (SMC), 135 Washington Street, Selma, furnishsd the
following informaticn: : .

o Ty . ‘
L U

. He advised that on March 25, 1965, he reported on duty at .
+he SMC et approximately 9 AM and as usual worked there until about
5:30 PM, vhen he was relieved 'by his wife, Mra. CUOLA IACKEOS, who ~

e m M Var et Foa = BA Tas RS- T ]
oormally relisves him between the hours of p ,JU MM and T:30 ™ uu..-l-l:y'c

Following a period of about 2 hours at his nome, he returned to the

EMC and remained there until closing time, midnight. Mr, LACKEOS -

stated that his wife left the SMC by cad at about 7:30 PM, however,” = "7% © =577 -
he could not recall the cabd company she used, . ST )

Mr, LACKEOS advised that the following employees of the SMC
were on duty March'25, 1565, beginning at & PM that date:

OUTDA A, IARSON, 2 PM - 10 B

ELSIE GREINER (phcnetic), 11 AM - 9 PM
HELEN BEVERLY MARIIN, 10 PM - midnight.

The above three individuals are waitresses; HEIEN EEVERLY
MAKTIN i1s pot regularly employed st SMC end filled in the two pour
period for LARSON who requested two hours off that evening. i

In addition to the alove, EDIAR STRIPLING, a genensl
handyman, who also assiste behind the bar and has no regular’ hours,
was around the SMC most of the day and eveaning. : | :

LACKEOS advised that he 414 not know exactly how long he
vas off duty during approximate period 5:30 to 7:30 PM, March 25,
1965, but believed he left at about 5:30 PM and returned at T:30 PM
or slightly latar. On return to the SMC, be recalled the cafe wvas
sbout & full of people, Among those he noted as being there was
NAMON O'REAL.HOGGIE, who was sitting on one of the bar stools and
he believed HOGGIE left at about 8 PM alone. He 4id not observe
HOGGIE to be with anyone while he was at the SMC, BHe also cbserved
R. B. KELLY to be at SM®, however, he 4id not see him come in and

N e
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and left alone about 10:30 PM, LACKEOS advised that he did not see
EIMER L. COCK or WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGIE in the SMC the evening of
Narch 25; 1965-

He atated that the only other persons he could recall by
nare vho were customers in the SMC during that night were MARIE
and her husband (FNU) LANGSTON (phonetic) or LIVINGSTON (phonetic),
end GRADY DEASON, a mechanic for the Ford Company in Selma who has
e limp and vhose father 15 in the vegetable business, He said that
MARIE and bher husband were there sometime after he returned to duty sside camonm- .
shortly after 7:30 PM, but he could not recall how 1on.g they stayed - ’--35' R
or vhen they left. ,—

LACKEOS stated that GRALY DEASOH arrived at SMC sometime
between 7:30 FM and 8 PM with unknowh male, stayed there with him
about 1} hours and then they left together. Be could not recall
these two -individuals having any gontact with other patrons in =
the SMC during that period. HeMescribed this wnknovn indiviaual %

as Tollovs: . . \ ‘; “- |

Race / Whibe . -

Sex . Male . -~ H

Age : About 35 years '

He ight 5t 9" v 5 11" e

Weight , Unrecalled . o

Build Blim . o

Hair ‘ Dark, full head of hair .

Clothing Dark blue auit , no hat, C e F
' top coat. i

He stated he had not seen this :lnd.ividual previously
to his kmowledge. -

TACKEOS stated that two other male individuals arrived at

LT _bmenhTar _Ble .9 TR __ & _ M. e adidae PIDATIV TMIPACAY awmld Wl o
2% BUUIWLY awer !oJU IFl anu 3§ icW lu.nuwl S1OET UnAl) MGAOUN LU 48

companion arrived. These two individuals were unknowp to him and to h.h
Jmowledge he had not previously seen them in the SMC, BHe observed

no contact between GRADY DEASON and his companion and these two . | _~
unknown males. These individuals left SMC together after being ‘-.u-_.\
thery approximately 10 to 15 minutes. Be beliasved that each had - g;
a ra.lthoughhﬂvu notmorthismditmhinncomctim i'
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they sat in a booth toward the back of the cafe. He described these
tvo unknown individuals as follows:

a

Race ; White

Bex Male

Age 35 to O years )
Beight - - 5'9" 0 5' 20" e e
Veight 180 - 190 ' S TEee

Buila Targe T

Hair - - Rlack, full head ‘ :

Clothing Dark suit and light-weight, .
dark rain coat, or tqp T,
no hat. 0? o

& B 'q!‘ , \
Race ) White

Sex Male

Age 35 to 40 years
-Beight 5'9

VWeight 170 - 180

Build Large .
Hair ' Dark, full head
Clothing Dark suit, no rain cest, no bat.
A R T

LACKEOS a.dvised that he could recall nothing further a.t
this time concerning other patrons in the SMC during evening of
March 25, 1965. \
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Mrs., CUOLA LACKEOS, proprietor, with her husband,
PE Z. LACKEOS, of the Silver Mcon Cafe, 138 Washington
reet, w av_contacted at the Silver Mooa Cafe and she advised
nt she did not desire to discuss any matters or be -
estioned by the FBI ac she was 1ll, She stated she knew
no information she could furnigh to the FBI and any
rther discussion would causc hcr coadliion to become

1

-3

e - R e m—»—\.d--—-‘d-k\—-omﬂ e -

She "efused to view thc protographs of the tollowing
dividuals for identification purpesec:

EUGENE THOMAS, Sheriff's ¢Irice # 113 073, - g.%
Birmingham, Alabama, Gate of Photograph, e T
March 26, 1965, | # :

GARY THOMAS ROWE, J’r., Sherirfts 0ffice #113 076,
Birmingham, laba:na, 2ate of\photograph
March 26, 1965,

WILLIAM ORVILLE EADQOLN, Sherdifftig Office,
Birmmingham, Alabami, Rumbar unknown, date
of photograph MarcL 2€, 196:.

COLLIE LEROY WIILKINS, Sheriff's Office,
Birmingham, Alabama, Number unimown, date
of photograph March 206, 1965, -

The 1nterv1ew wag terminzted at this point,

; JJZQA_A'L _Selma, Alabama File # MO 441248 * .
b‘?cM 257 T
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' " Mr. PETE 2. LACKEOS was contacted at his place

- business, the Silver Moon Cafe, 138 Washington Street,

4 he advised that he did not desire to talk to the FBI
;¥ further.concerning matters of an officlial nature,
: gaid he was 111 and that any further discussion concerning
e Silver Moon Cafe or what may have happened in the
1ver Moon Cafe or on Washington Street outaide the Silver
on Cafe would upset him further,

He refused to view the photozraphs of the following =

dividuals for ldentlification purposes:

EUGENE THOMAS, Sheriff's Office # 113 073,
Birmingham, Alabama, date of photograph,
March 26, 1965,

N %
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR,, Sheriff's Office #11, 076, t
Birmingham, Alabama, date of photograph - ; ’
March 26, 1965, . 5
WILLIAM ORVII.LE E4TON, Sherifflis Office,
Birmingham, Alabama, Number unknown, date
of photograpﬁ March 26, 1965.
COLLIE LEROY WILXINS, Sheriff's 6}r1ce,
Birmingham, Alabama, Number unknown, date
of photograpn March 26, 1965.

\\Point.

T™e interview was terminated at this
' \

\
i \
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o en

Mr‘ PETE LACKEQS, owner of the Siiver Moon Cafe, 134 Washmgfon Streel, '
advised that since he wos last contocted by FBl Agents he had spoken with his . - -
woitress, OUIDA LARSON, in on attempt to determine who may have been around
Ye Silver Moon Cafe on the evening of March 25, 1965, He soid the only strangers
OUIDA mentioned having seen that evening were three young men who told her
they were in Selma in connection with some new factory which supposedly is
moving to Selma. He said he knows nothing more about these men and does not
recall seeing them. 4

L. L
2 ] S

Mr. LACKEOS viewed the photographs of THOMAS, EATON, WILKINS, and
ROWE but stated he could not idert ify any of thent as persons he has seen in the - -2y -
Silver Moon Cafe or elsewhere. He wus also shown o p'\ofograph of a 1962 Chewvrolet,” "~
white over red in color, and said he could not recall ever seeing this automobile
at any time,

He added that the only persons. he recalls sPec:fuco!Iy seemg at the

Silver
Moon Cofe on the evening of March 35, 1965, were DEASON and his ﬁié’u‘l’, name
. )
unknown, who was a complete stranger, v = T
".
4
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From observation it is noted the Frostop Cafe faces

West and is located on the East side of U. B, 31 just North
0of the above-mentioned cross street.

L]

SARAH COOK, waitress, American Cafe and Pan-Am Service
Station, U. S. Highvay 31, advised she was the only employee
working at that Cafe on Thursday morning. March 25, 1965. S8he
viewed photographs gf the subjects and advised she does not
recall them having Greakfast at that Cafe on March 25, 1965.
She stated she felt'sure she would recall them had they eaten
breakfast there.

L. GODWIN, semployee, Pan-Am Service Station, located
on U, S, Highway 31, was shown photugraphs of the subjects and
bhe related he does not recall ever seeing either of them in the
past.

Through observatiop it was observed that the American
Cafe faces East on V. S. 3] and is across the street from the
Frostop Cafe. It is op the ¥est side of U. S. 31 and is on the
corner of the first cross street below the water tnlir.i !

H, F. GATES, 0ld Hickory BarbequefRestaurant, stated
he wmas the only employee working at that restaurant on the ’
morning of March 25, 1965. He stated that restaurant does noit
serve breakfast and onl)y sells barbeque and camp stew. e
vizwed photographs of the subjects and staied dhat they
unknown to him and he does'not recall them being in his rest-'
aurant. i -

Mr. J. J. FULLER and his wife, THELMA, stated they
have operated the 0ld Hickory Restaurant for two weeks. They
stated they were not working.on the morning of March 25, 1965
as only Mr. GATES was there. They vieved photographs of the

-.subjects and stated the suqugts were upkoown to them.

Through observation it was observed that the Old
Hickory Barbeque faces North and is across the street from - -
the Go Go Restpurant. It has an artificial brick front and ™"
upon aving e restaurant s person would view the Prattvill
water tover. j 4
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Y Through observation it wss determined there is no
#2ll-day parking lot in the Prattville area nirr the area of

iy i

the Go Go Restaurant. .

. W. H. MARTIN, operator of a Standard 0il Service
Station on Page Court, Prattvi]le, labamw, advised there
sre no all-day parking lots in the axealrf that station or

*tha A o Roctanimand
PiIAWT WIW W ALD bﬂul it W,

JOE PENTON, Joe's Cities S¢
Main Street, Prattville, Aladbawa, ad
lots in the area of his sevvice stat

ice Station, 615 North
sed there are no parking - S e
»o or the Go Go Restaurant.
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- -'During the morning and aft oon of March 25, 1865, "~
this Agent, in the company of Mw was assigned
to fq ow the march of the demons rs irom the camp- site at
the Ci jty of St. Jude, Monigowery, Alabama, to the State- u‘:piiﬁl;
in Montgomery, Alabama, and theresfter to mingle in the area of

the sssembly to observe any incidents in violation of Federal law.

At an unrecalled time early during this afternoon,'lz
this Agent went to an Amoco Service Station located on Dexter <
Street, and which is recalled to be Hull Street, approximately
two blocks away from the Capitol for the purpose of attempting
to get something to eat.

In order to leave the immediate srea of the assembly,
this Agent was requested by National Guard personnel to show

his credentials. Immediately thereafter, “Security Officers™
of the marchers requested identification at the perimeter of
the crowd.

Upon entering onto the premises of the Amoco Station,
with credentials still in hand, the owner of same asked for
identification. At this time the credentials were shown again.

At the Amoco Station this Agent obtained two Coca Colas,
a package of donuts, & package of fig bars, and a package of
cigarettes. While in this station, this Agent did not use the
te.tepnone.

Upon obt2ining the afore-mentioned items, this Agent
left the station and returned to an observation point established
ch. by Agent_where the refreshments were consumed. - ; -

While at the service station, observation determined
- that there were approximately 17 to 20 white males on the premises.
These persons were observipg the demonstration and speaking to

ench other and at the time weare not hnnb1ing the marchers,

* The person who waited on this Agent spoke of having"

lost money by the dany's activities, which indicated he was the

.owner of this service station. He was observed to be a white
male, approximately 48 - 50 years of age, 5% 8", 175 pounds,graying
bair, wearing glasses and a gray uniform. T

4 :
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On March 1, 1965, Speclal Ag‘entF bI/C.
:aertained. the following information from Major General y

sFRED HARRISON, AdJutant General for State of Alabama;

The military personnel guarding the route of
‘e March on March 25, 1965 in Montgomery, was integrated
.th unite fror the 503 MP Battalion (regular Army), PFt.
‘ags, North Carolina; the 31st MP Company, Alabama National — T T~ -
ard from Birmingham; and the 156th MP Battalion, Headquarters, T
'om Linden, Alabama,

There 1s no record of names or ranks of persons
ationed at particular points along the parade route, and
‘her than the above, there is no way of pinpoining the name
' rank of any individual,

The remaining manner of determining the identity
' this MajJor would be to interview all majors assigned to
e above listed units.
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1' American 0il Company Service Station, 351 Dexter Avemus,
orthwest corner of Dexter Avenue and Hull Street, Montgomery,
Alabama. Fhoto taken from center of Dexter Avenue looking north.

L e
9l

R

' Photographs of the folloving business establishments - - -
teken using s kx5 Speed Graphic Cawera with Kodak Tri-X fiim: .- .|

Jack's Grill, located on U, S. Highway 31 north of
Montgomery, Alabama, and about £ mile west of the overpass
leading to the main entrance to Maxwell Air Force Base. Fhoto .
taken looking northwest., Grill is located on north side of

Highway 3l. |

014 Hickory Bar-B-Q located m southwest corner of
intersection of U, 5. Highway 31 and Alabama Route 14 at - i et e -
Prattville, Alabama., This establishment is directly across - = - - =
Route 14 from the Go-Go Restaurant. - B

Go-Go Restaurant, located om northwest corner of
intersection of U. S. Highway 31 and Alabama Route 1k at
Prattville, Alabama. This photo shows a water tank in the
background with the lettering "PRATTVILIE", The tank is
painted alumioum while the lettering is faded red. This
restaurant is directly north across Route 14 from the 014

Hickory Bar-B-Q.
\

The original negatives of these photos wers dsvelops

in Montgomery, Alabama,

-
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The following jnyestigation was conducted by SAs %
b‘)a and . o

Cn April 1, 1965, photographs of EUGENE THOMAS,
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, GARY THOMAS
RO¥E, JR,, &nd a 1962 Chevrolet, Impala, color red and
white, bearing Alabama License 1B-36964, were shown to the
following indivlﬁugls with negative results:

ChARLEq-FREEMAN Owner, Freeman's Ansco Station, )
e - Route #6, Rox 35-A Montgomery, Allb‘laa R R

NORWAN WELCH, Manager, Taylor's Anerican Station,
2310 Birminghan Highway, Honfgomery, Alabamsa.

Mr, FREEMAN stated he is the owner and operator of
Freeman's Amoco Station, and remaips at the station until -fﬂ
closing time each night. He stated he can think of no one'~ ¥
else who was at the station, other than himself, on Iarch 25,
1965, between the hours of g,ao and 9:00 PM.

Er. VEICH stated he is the manager of\!aylor 's
American Station and wias the only employee there during the
evening of Mzrch 25, 1965, MNr. WELCH further stated that
cn March 25, 1965, Taylor's American Station was closed at
gbout 8:00 PN, wh&yh is the normal closing time for each ‘
1hursday.

It is to be noted that the above-described
American Service Stations were the only ones observed om .. ..
Highway ®#31, KNorth, from the North City Limits of Montgomery,
Alabama, to 4ithin fifty miles of Birmingham, Alabama.

' ". <&. TOM JONES, American OLl Comn: X ributor SR
_ 4n ¥ontgomery, Alabama, advised SA that all b?ﬂ
_charge tickets for March 25, 1965, have been forwarded to .

the Credit Department, Anerican 011 Company, 910 Iichigln Lo
Avenue, Chicago, 1llinois. -
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HELEN ESVERLY MARTIN, 210 Frauklin Street, Selma, Alabame, -
vey tervieved at ber residence and was advised of the identity S
of jnterviewing Agents and MATIIN furnished the folloving information:

A

S— "

,|
I3
St

*  EShe advised that ca the even of March 25, 1965,
A. IARS(N, waitress at Silver Mocn Cefe 3&3) telephonically contacted

Tndawn mmd mmlead WMATMTI! 48 o srarsTA comedl dhad crmc e dom e habam e basvoes
ML GMA BOLCAW FIADLL LIS dd BT WU WLLW WUWLE WDl TYCLMMW, VS VWO MUWVRLL S

10 PM and midnight because LARSCN wanted to go out on a date,
MARYIR stated that she arrived at the SMC at approximataly 10 P
on the evening of March 25, 1965, and worked until 12 midnight.

During this time she did nol cbeserve anything out of the
ordinary other than some of the regular customers who patronize
the SNC vham she can not recall by nave, 5bhe alvieed that she _ . VDI

canzecognizethemvhenshe.eestt&md&.etothafu.ttheym o~
customers of the . EBhe 414 state that about 11:15 PM. R, B. XELLY

came into the cafe ‘by himeelf, Bad a beer ani stayed ubou‘a 15 ninutes
and left, She stated that du=ing the tim*> she was a% the cafe, she
could not recall seeing EIMER 1. COOK, NAMN O'KsAl BOGGIE, or -
WILLIAM STANIEY HOGGIE that ghening. ¢ °

'She could furnish no further informatiom.

¢ °
]
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" HEIFN BEVERLY MARTIN, 217 Franklin Street, Selma, Alabama, was
interviewed at bher reeidence and furnished the following informatiom:

. HELEN MARTIN after viewing the photographs of EUGENE THOMAS,
Sheriff's Office, Rirm! , Alabama, Number 113073, photo taken March 26,
1965; WILLIAM ORVILIE EATON, Sheriff‘s Office, Birmingham, Alabama, munber
not availsble, but photo taksn March 26, 1965; COLLIE LEROY WILKINS,
Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Ala., mier not mown, but reflects date
photo taken ms March 26, 1965; ard CAFY TEMAS ROWE, JR., Sheriff's’
2ffice, Birmingham, Ala., Numter 113076, yroto taken March 26, 1965,

staled she was unable to identify any of the persons repzessented by —~——oomr el
the photogzraphs as having been in the Silver Moon Cafe, Sc¢lma, Alsbama,
the evening of March 25, 1%5. ¢ S
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s document tontains neither recommendstions sor conclusions of the FBI. lh&emﬂhm-ﬁhh—'.&ﬁ
agency; it mnd its conleals are nol to be distribuled oulside your agency.
L

'y

i
.4 aTe R A X D e ey P A S - - n oo
Ry _ A pBeos s o ple- Y g wITW Lo, . I e £ v P ad B P PR
N PP . o AT A e o f‘p‘-‘:“r'l""".-"‘(—" ,,_'“ e et -".;‘ Aol
e TR P S L e - o~ .-, - “.’ '-‘\\.‘a; 'b -'_'-’... _‘w—‘ ‘: i.‘. ._‘.'-. g% 3 k- "Q‘. -
. R - Te. - A AR N B

i e g s e e e s A tn WA g aa = oy e P £ e s g vty




02 (Rav. 4-15-64) o~ _ . -
FEDExAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . ' g

L—- 7 - .. blte 3/29/65

& .
ELSIE GRINER, 38 Mechanic Street, furnished the following information:

Fa
e At oNa

“gwtedl .

She advised that she is o waitress at the Silver Moon Cafe in Selmn

Alabama, and on March 25, 1965, she kxked from |l a.m. until 9 p.m.

She further odvised she does not know EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM
EATON, GARY ROWE, and COLLIE W!LKINS and could not remember any sframers
being in the Sil ver Moon Cofe on the evening of March 25, 1965,

- x. ~ ‘h"-"—-h-rm- o i
GRINER also stated she remerkers the following persons as being ‘h%
customers at the Silver Moon sometime during the evening of March 25, 1965: ‘

BILLY HALL, "SLIM" WRIGHT, and GRADY DEASON.

-
H
- \
3 26/6;5 .Il Selma, Alabama File # Mobile 44-1245 2
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’ EDGAR WILTON STRIPLING, who live; over Gordon's Cafe, Washington E R
treet and Selma Avenue, Selma, Aloboma, advised he worked on the evening of

Aarch 25, 1965, at the Silver Moon Cafe. STRIPLING odvised he could not remember
ae names of any customers who were in the Cafe during the evening of March 25,1965.

P

STRIPLING stated that EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM EATON, GARY ROWE,
nd COLLIE WILKINS are unknown te him ond he was unable to say if they were in the
iilver Moon Cafe during the evening of Mar r.\ 25, 1965, ' ‘
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Date __ .3429/65

1 ' 2 | L F ul
= - -—— L ¥ ' SIS
! - EDCAR WILXOK STRIFLING who lives in'a room over BILL GORDON's - 3
Cafe,fWashington Street anj Selme Avenue, Selm, Alabama, furnished the )
rolloiring information: . *

STRIPLING after viawing the photographa of EUGENE THOMAS,
Sheriff's Office, Birminghrr, Alataxa, #113073, photo taken March 26
1965; WILLIAM CRVILLE EATW, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Ala.,
nunber nct availedle, tut photo takep March 26, 1965; COLLIE LEROY
WIIKIRS, Sherif's Office, B:!*m:l.nsham Als., number not known, but
reflects date photo taken ac Mazch 26, 1965; and GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR.,
Sheriff's Office, Birmingtem, £la., #1.13.,'{6 photo taken March 26 1965 ’
stated he was unsble to identil)y any of the persons represented by
thke thotographs as having t=2en in tie Silver lbon Ca.fe » Selm Alabamn,

the evaning of March 25, 1965.; S e -~ i e
A Y
B - -

s
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» docament contains meltber recommendaiions mor conclusions of the FBI. It 4s the propecty of the FBI wad io lowned to
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~§ " Mr. HENRY H. BAGGETT, 114 Mabry Street, a technician i}
at theifLaPorte TV S8hop, was contacted at his place of euploy-hj;;‘
ment a8d furnished the following information: i

BAGGETT advised that he is a regular customer of the
S8ilver Moon Cafe (SMC) and goes there once or twice a week
normally to drink beer on his way home from work. He could not
recall specifically whether he was at the SMC the night of
March 25, 1965, but if he had been there, he probably would hava
left a.round 7: 00 PM.

He advised he had no information as to who may have
been involved in the murder of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO.

BAGGETT, after observing EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAN “*“*~"“--wr-

ORYILLE EATON, ODLLIE LEROY WILKINS, and GARY TBOIAS ROVE, JR., "
advised that he could not recognize any of these individuals
as being persons he had ever seen. He was shown photographs
of a 1962 Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, also
and advised that he could not identify this car as being one
that he ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe. ..

I
4
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' GRADY DEASON, 523 Hooper Drive, odvised on the evening of e
arch 25, 1965, he and a friend, CECIL A, BRASHER, arrived at the Silver

oon Cafe in Selma sometime berween 6 and 7 p.m, and remomed at the Cafe
il opproxnmately B:30 p.m. -

DEASON stoted he arid BRASHER were together and he, DEASCN ,
d not talk with any other customers at the Cafe, DEASON further stated the only
:rson he remembers being in the Silver Mocn Cofe was J. P. WRIGHT. DEASON
lvised he does not know EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM EATON, GARYROWE, _
1d COLLIE WILKINS and does not krow if ti\ese persons were in the Silver Moon '
afe on the evening of March 25, 1965,

T 4 ﬁ:’.
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t  CECIL A, BRASHER, 408 West Miriom Street, Boytown, Texas, furnished
the following informction at the rezidence of GRADY DEASON, 523 Hooper, Selma,
Alabama: ; :

.He advised that on March 25, 1965, he was visiting in Selma, Alebama,

ond that during thic visit he and GRADY DEASON wen! to the Silver Moon Cafe.
BRASHER stated that he arrived af the residence of GRADY DEASON sometime
between 5:30 and 6 p.m., March 25, 1965, and that sometime later, early in the
evening, they both went to the Silve: Moon Cafe cnd stayed approximately thirty
minutes. While at the Silver Moon Coefe, BRASHER stuted that the only individuals ~mrm=ere—
he recalls talking to were one (FNU) HALL, ecbout 23 years old from Maplesville, T
Alabama, and one "SLIM" WRIGHT, whom he believes to be a welder. BRASHER
stated he did not talk to any other persons and could not identify any other
customers in the Cofe,

BRASHER odvised he does rot krow EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM EATON, )
GARY ROWE, and COLLIE WILKINS, 1}
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JESSE P. WRIOHT, 520 Alabama Street, Selma, Alabama, advised -
thg on the evening of Harch 25, 1965, he had coffee at the Silver :
Moo Cate (MJ around 8 PM and stayed there about 10 minutes.
While at the SMC he sat at a table with GRADY LEASON, an employee
of the Relisble 0lds Company in Selma, and an unknown individual who
now lives in Texas who formerly lives in Selma anl formerly worked
for GRADY DEASON at a body shop cu Gresn Street adbout 5 or 6 years
ago. Be stated he could not recall this individual wel) enough to
describe him but believed ke was visiting Selma and intended to
return that same night or the next day.

Mﬂwﬁ;‘ v

'!ﬂ“m ,:_J__ AN _ AT

WRIGET advised that be could nod recell any other
custamers of the S, du..ing the tim he was there, by name,
although he believed some comstruction worskers may have been in e
the cafe, HBHe could not recall any or these individuals by name, . . :
He stated that he 414 nct obserwve EIMR L. COJK, NAMIN O'NEAL .
HOGGLE , WILLIAM STANIEY HOGCLE or K. B. KELLY at the SMC during
the timehewas there and farther that e recalls: n> one deing there
who are dressed up in a sult an? everyone to hir recollection was
dressed casually,

Aﬁ;er leaving the &MC, he went to Zimmerman Rillard
Parlor near SMC and played rool, visited his mciber, and thern went
to his bome, arriving there about 9:15 FM. BEe stayed there the
remainder of the evening,

YRIGHT viewed photograrhs of the following irdividuals and
stated to his novledgs ke Las bever seen any of them &t any time:

EUGENZ TEOMAS, Sheriff's Ortice Birmingham, Alabama,
#113073, date of photograph March 26, 1365,

GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., Sherit"'s Cefice, Birmingham, Alabama, -
#113076, date of photograpn Marsh 26, 19o=

WILLIAM {RVILILE RATON, Sherifi'c mm, Birmingham, Alabama,
mumber wnknovn, photo dated March 26, 1965; \

. ' COLLIE LEROY WILXING, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabema,
pumber \mknawn, dats of photogrwph March 26, 1965.

. &l‘ i
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viewed a photograph of subject's car, a 1962
Irpala, at wvhich time he advised he could

not identify this caras deing in the vicirity of the 100 block of -
Washington Street, Selma, Alabama, on the evening of Msrch 25, 1965.
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\ELSIE GRINER, 38 Mechanic Street, Selma,
Alabama, who is employed as a waitress at the Silver Moon
Cafe, 138 Washington Street, Selma, was contacted and
viewed photographs of EUGENE THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, :
Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number 113073, date of photograph
March 26, 1965; COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, Sheriff's Office
Birmingham, Alabama, S0 Number unknown. date of photo-
graph March 26, 1965; WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON. Sheriff's Office,
Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number unknown, photograph dated
March 26, 1965; and GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR.. Sherlff's~Offlce.“““~“‘*—
Barmznqham, Alabama, SO Number 113076, dated March 26, - -~
1965. She stated that she was unable to identify
any of these photographs as individuals known to her.

She advised 2fter viewing the photograph
of a 1962 Chevrolet, red and white in color, that she diad
not observe this car in the viecinity of the Silver Moon
Cafe March 25, 1965.

She could not furnish any information in
connection with the murder of VIOLA GREGG LIU220 which

took place on Highway 80 East, Selma, Alabama, March 25,
1965. .

.
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— —sirs. BONITA JEAN FULLER, #77 Capps Trailer Park, % ‘.

(Buddy railer), was contacted at her place of residence. at ’*:3‘
which _§ime she furnished the following information: v

- She advised that she is employed as secretary to- fC:%
ELMER L. COOK, owner of the C & C Novelty Company in Selma,
Alabama.

On March 25, 1965, she finished her day's work at
the C & C Novelty Company at sbout 6:00 PM that evening and
went directly home. She advised that she has & three-year
old child which necessitates her getting home around 6:00 PN
each evening. She advised that she has a maid who takes care
of her child during the day. FULLER, after observing photo-
graphs of EUGENE THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, GARY THOMAS .. :
ROWE, JR., and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, advised that she Tould ‘3’.2‘.----
not rnnnani-}n any of these 1nd'lv'|d“ﬂ1l: Y- hn'lnu' personeg - ehe .
had ever seen. 8She was alsc shown photographs of a 1962
Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, and advised
that she could not identify this car as being one that she
ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cate.

éﬁe could furnish no information eoncerning the
killing of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO which occurred on Highway
#80 east on the evening of March 25, 1965.
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67 following investigation was conducted by -
¢ SA |Illlllliillllllllll’ ‘

At Selma, Alabama:

On March 25, 1965, YINTHROP WORMLEY, Dispatcher
for Southwind Taxi Service, 1lst and Range Street, advised
that he comes on duty each night at 11:00 p.m. He advised
that the preceeding shift 1s handled by TERESA ADAMS, who
runs the dispatching radio from 3:00-11:00 p.m, He stated S
that he had noticed nothing peculiar since he had been on duty
and hed not seen any cars in the area that he paid any
particular attention to. He Btated that the area of lst
and Range 1s almost entlrely Negrc, with the exception of -
some white civil rights workers who have been living in
the area, WORMLEY added that the taxi-cad drivers for South-
wind often are at the dispatching office when they are not .
in service and that 1t 1s posslible some of them might have
noticed 1f any cars containing a group of white males was
in the viclnity for any length of time on March 25, 1965.
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i RICHARD MOORE, G601 Green Street, Selms,
Alabama, who is a cat driver for the Southwind Cab .
Company,Selma, Alabarmz, advised the Scuthwind Csb Company
is Jjust off the corner of Range Street and First Avenue
and stated that he hadzome on duty &t about 9:30 p.m.,
March 25, 1965, He &dded that PHILLIP GREEN, QOreen's
Service Station, Range Street and First Avenue, had told
hiz about the murder which happened on Highway B0, east
of Selma, at zbout midnight, He sdded that he could not
remember if Mr, GREEKN told him where he received the

r

information. ‘ / :
. Mr. MOORE furiher advised {hat directly across. - -

from Green's Service Stztion 4s the B and P Gulf Station,

which is operated by PEILLI¥ XCT{IN; and also that the .

CMA Market, 1624 Range Strect, is directly &cross the

street from the B ard P cull Statlon, », MGURE added

tit the area of Range Streei &and First Avenue is populated

mainly by Regroes &nd thzt £il the businesses in the

area are cperated by Negroves, He further advised that

there are sore white peracn3 living in the area and purchase

food at the local grocexy store,

. :
Pt i g 8 e g e i gt ,...' -

Mr., MCORE advised that he knew nothling else con-
cerning the murder and that the ouly perscn who had mentioned
it to him was Mr, GREEN,
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~3  VIRGINIA LACKOIS, owner, Jet Restaurant, Highway ;
80 East, Selma, Alsbama, advised she had been on duty .

since 11 a.m., March 25, 1965, She added that business
during the evening of March 25, 1965, had been very slow
and that siehad had practiczlly no customers at all.

- Mrs. LACKOIS further advised that during no
period after 5 p.m., March 25, 1965, did three men in
any one car come into the restaurant. She added that she
does not remember anyone bciua &gt the L‘cotaufi’ut in a Ford
with the model from 1955 to 1960, She slso stated she could
not remember anyone in a 1954 ori8cE5 Chevrolet.. e e

Mrs. LACKOIS further stated she has no mfomation
regarding the murder which took place on Highway 80 between
Selma and Montgomery, Alabami, on the evening of March 25,
1965, but that she had hcard ebout itfrom & Deputy Sheriff,
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*{ HARI’MIMS, 313 Warren, Seimez, A‘abama, uaitreas, _3
Jet Restaurant, Highway 80 East, Selmsa, Alabama, advised

that she had been on duty since 1l a.m., March 25, 1965,

She atated that business hsd been very slow during the

early and late evening of March 25, 1965.

. Miss MIMS stated that at no time during the
evening did three men in any one car come inteo the
restaurant. She added that she does not remember seelng
a Ford car with moedel from 1955 through 1960 at the restau-
rant durlng the evenling, She added that she does not

remember seeing a 1965 or 1365 white Chevrolet during the
evening of March 25, 1965, ]

She further statcs that she knows nothingo
concerning the murder which {tcck place on Highway east
of Selnra, Alabama, but thzat ghe had heard sbout it frnm

a Deputy Sheriff, r %

- : w8
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ci Mr. GRADY DEASON was contacted at the Reliable %

Oldsm ile Company, 16 Lawrence Street, and was shown 4

photographs of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGEN'E THOMAS, iILLIi‘l' . }
ORVILLE EATON, and GARY THOMAS ROWE at which time he stated -

that he could not identify any of those persons as anyone he
saw in the Silver Moon Cafe during the evening of March 25,
1965, and could not identify the photograph of the 1962
Chevrolet, red and white in color, as any autonobile he
noticed parked near the Silver loon.At d

DEASON stated that while he was in the Silver Moon
I\ﬂt avanine hn was ‘r-l'l-l\ a f-iand n" hﬂla NENYTY. RDAQURD

BA &R CYGVAMLNME A A W HAD )y Witwidil MLl WLLAIEY g

+
and they were talking together, and he did not notice who
may have been around the Silver_ ¥oon while he was in there.
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Date __‘ 4/1/65

WILLIAM TROY MITCHELL, employed as timekeeper with
the Alhbama Power Company, advised that he has been in Selma

since January 25, 1965, working on cross-country power. lines .
to the Dan River Project. .

FSOvERL

He related that he eats dinner regularly at three
or four restaurants in Selma, one of which is the Silver Moon
Cafe. MITCHELL stated he does not recall vhether.he ate at
the Silver Moon Cafe on March 25, 1965,

EITCHELL, after observing photographs of EUGENE
THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., and '
IILLIAI ORVILLE EATON, advised that he could not recognize ... su. ..
any of these individuals as being persons he had ever seen.”

i_'\’—”’r' g‘,.‘. "',1,”
He was also shown photographs of a 1962 Chevrolet automobile,
white over red in color, and advised that he could not iden-_
tify this car as being one that he ever saw 1n the area ofﬁ't
the Silver Moon Cafe. « -
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Date_ 4/1/65

e - NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE was contacted at the Selma Motor
Company, 100 block of Franklin Street, at which time he advised
that h§ had been in the Silver Koon Clre on the evening of Thurs~

day, March 25, 1965, for a few minutes between 8:00 and 8:3C PM.§
He stated that he does not recall seeing anyone in the cafe >

wearing a suit, and he was unable to identify photographs of
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, EUGENE THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, or
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., as anyone he has ever met. He stated
that he does not recall having any conversation whatever with
any strangers in the Silver Moon Cafe that evening and could
not identify photographs of a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red in
color, as any car he has seen around Selma,

HOGGLE stated that he hls no information whatever
regarding this matter.
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The folloving investigation vas conducted at Craig Air

Force Bacs Alabama, ca April 1, 1965, by SA b 7¢
et

22/7 CURTIS SNEED snd A3/C EDWARD advised that they
were on d_*‘-v at the main gate, Cralg Air Force Base, between hours
%30 PM a-d 12 midnight, on March 25, 1965. Both were displayed -
photograpts of.subjects and the car subje¢ts were travelling ip, -k =y~ -
Beoth SNEED and ZITIAK stated thet this wvehicle is wnknown to them, =~ =% ™=
They poired out that they were the only officers on duty at
the meir gate amd that thare was no military police wehicle in
+he area, Poth SNEED ard ZILIAK are attached to Headquarters
Squadror, 3165%a Training Wing, in the capacity of Air Police,
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“§ The following persons, all resldents of Lawrence i'
:reet, Selma, Alabama ted on March b C

' Speclal Agents and
ey were extensl nterviewed and diSplayed phofographs

' subjects and subjects' vehicle to determine 1f any of

'em had observed this vehicle in the area of Lawrence

ireet on the evening of March 25, 1865. All persons contacted
wre unable to make any identification. ,

CHARLIE OLDS, 1518 Jeff Davis.

MILTON HOPKINS, 113 C, Carver Homes.

GERTRUDE SMITH, Tl3 ILawrence Street, _ L
AMANDA KEMP, 711 lawrence Street, '*5““"'f“f’T**f?ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ*f*“*‘
WILLIE SMITH, TOT7 Lawrence Street, T
ARTHUR SMITH, 307 lawrence Street,

ISAAC FULLER, BO2 Lawrence Street,

Mrs. BILLY LESTER, GO4 Lawrence Street.

Mrs. GREEN, 716 Lawrence Street.

Mrs, STELLA DAVIS, 7i2 Lawrence Street.

SALLY PEARL LUNDY, 708 Lawrence Street.

Mrs., SMILEY, 710 Lawrence Street.

Mrs. CHERIN, 710 lawrence Street

ROSIE MARSHALIN, 6il4 Lawrence Street.

JOHN MC GHEE, 612 Lawrence Street,

Numerous other persons were located on Lawrence
treet and displayed photographs of subjects' vehicle, All
are unable to make any type of identification and thelr
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{ W. W. CUNNINGHAM, R., construction foreman, Aloboma Power - & 7"
Company, s contacted on Highway 10, eight miles west of Luverhe, Alaboma, = '
at which tfme he advised that G. K. SNOW, WILLIAM J. WEBSTER, ond JERRY V. :

LEITH are members of his crew but at that time were out of contact buck inthe T
woods in an inoccessible area on the power line. X

—

AL i~sarn r F o N N 1 of ]

He stcted that he knew the.FBI had contacted SPENCER E. COONER and
WILLIAM T.. MITCHELL recently, ‘who are members of his crew, regarding some
activity around the Silver Moon Cafe in Selma, Alabama. He said he and his crew
worked out of Selma for the past several weeks and they ate in several restaurants
in Selma, including the Silver Moon. He stated they ate together and had no
contact with local people in the restaurant and he was unable to identify photogmphs .
_ of ELMER L. COOK, R. B. KELLY, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, and WILLIAM ===
STANLEY HOGGLE. He was clso unable to identify photographs of COLLIE LEROY

[ o AV AR WYY e 1 T W1 __ 1wl I TALL D Illlr l-
WILKINS, GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., EUGENE THOMAS, and WILLIAM ORVILLE

EATON, as any persons he saw arcund the Silver Moon Cafe and was also unable to
identify photographs showing a 1962 Chewrolet, wh:te over red, as any vehu:le
he noticed in rhat arec. 'e

.’

He stcted that he does not recall if he aven ate at the Silver Moon Cafe _,_,;ﬂ : "
during the evening of March § ond March 25 I965 and did not witness any . . &.
assault on three men in that area, , i _ I R S

M:. CUNNINGHAM said since he hr:d Ieurnecl that two of his men had been
contacted by the FBl, he has questioned his entire crew of seventeen and they all
have stated that they knew nothing about any assault or other incidents around

the Silver Moon Cafe. Y
’ s
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Date __ /30/65

J— .-
¥

0. T. JACKSON, home address 128 Washington Avenue,”
Sellq, Alabama, turnished the following information: .

o
BT TR

, JACKSON advised tbat on Monday, March 22, 1865, he
began working for his father at the Black and White Cab
Company on Washington Avenue, Selma, Alabama, as a taxicab
dispatcher. k '

. He stated that he was not in the Bilver Moon Cafe
on March 25, 19065, and could not identify photographs of
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON,

and CARY THOMAS ROWE ag heing any individuanls he has ever

WA WFAASE A & 8w AL R i Lk T - F -—anwm e ¥

seen. JACKSON also obnarVad photographe of a red and white
1962 Chevrolet. He related that he had never meen this iz -

vehicle parked in the area of the 8ilver Moon Cafe to the = L&
best of his recollection, » i

JACKSON could furnish no further information in
regard to this matter,

W e e
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Date _3/31/65

4 |

R. E. LANGSTON, Route 1, Dox 188, Billingsley,
Alabama, was interviewed at his place of employmeons,
Paggett Transpertaticn Qenpany, Selma, Alabama, and furnished
thc following information: )

oy &“m 5‘-‘:“

He adviscd he is a truck driver for Bagget!t Transportation
compeny and on March 25, 1965, he reported for work about
3:00 z.m. that morning. He stated he did not return from
making hils rcgular deliveries until 7:30 p.m. Whcn he returned
that evening, his wife, MARIF LANGSTUMN,-was at the Baggest '
Transportation Company, waiting for him, at which time he
pct off work and his wife and he procgeded home and stayed ~—=emr—mm— -
there all everiing. He stated that théy 4id not stop along - :

L oo semm oz mmam e e dmlmam O Versmws ~
the way and were not at the Silver Moon Cafe that evening.

' He stated that his wife was employed as a waitress at
the Silver Moon Cafe for approximately 14 years and he statgd
that they visited the Silver Moon Cafe frequently. 4 ‘
.- by ¢ £ WOR

_ fle stated that he knows EIMER L, coo}. WILLIAMY STAKLEY
and NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and R, B, KELLY, due fto the Tapt that

his wife worked at the Sllver Moon Cafe and he bgdame Rcquainted
with them. : ¥ ' 2 ‘

<
=

: ! oy 4
" Mr. LANGSTON, aften’iieving the photognaphg of' EUGENE
THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, 'Sheriff{'s Office
Number 113073, date of photograph March 26, 1965; WILLIAM :
ORVILLE EATON, Sheriffig“Office, ‘Birmingham, Alabama, Sheriffis
Gl lce Murmber unknown, fate of photograph March 26, 1965;
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, iheriff'S'orfice, Birmingham, Alabama, -
Sheriff's Office Numbef unknown, date of photograph March 26,
1965; and GARY THOMAS ,ROWE, JR,, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham,
Alabama, Sheriff's Office Number 113076, date of photograph
March 26, 1965, stated he was unadblp to identify any of these
persons as belng lcnf‘wn to him, ‘“

- Mr, LANGSTON, after viewing jphotographs of a 1962
red and white Chevrolet Dmpala, was unable to state whether

%'AO/GL at _gmamm _ File # _uo_uu_.lzug_____ .
ch Date dictatad /31 /S N

_ ‘.,.“._r-_'. Pl - LR WE GITWE e W W —————

document contains neitber recommendstions mor cobclusiotis o FBi. & is the property of the FEI and is loaned to

agency; it and its contents sre mot to be distributed outside your ageacy.

e e o oy e e Sy, 8

'_Wn;. e “”"... .~“_ R R



10 44-1245

b} -

— ’ ‘ 7 ,‘ . .o w.;‘ ‘
12 had sPen thia automobt;e in the vicinity of Selmsa, Alabama, e

m March 5, 1965, \ ;f el

s
+ ._‘ :

. b
2 Y

ﬁr. LANGSTON could Turnish no further information
‘n connection with the killing which happened on Highway B8O
:ast of Selma, Alabama, the evening of March 25, 1965.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

_— . Date __3/31 A5

6,‘
¢

"MARIE LANGSTON, Route 1, Box 188, Billingsley,
ilahama, was interviewed at the Baggett Transportation
,ompany, Selma, Alabama, and furnished the following

....H LITlc cion:

(L

l"r-“_‘; ‘ .

She advised that she leaves her house at approximately

}:30 p.m. each day and arrives at the Baggett Transportation
“omrpany approximately 5:00 p.m,, where she walts for her
husband, R, E, LANGSTON, who is employed at the Baggett

Ir-orsporiallon Compdny as a truck driver.gmmﬂhﬂw_ s

on March 25, 1965, she arprived at Baggett
fr-narertation Company as usual and picked up her
'msband who arrived late that evening approximately between
2:30 and 7:30 p.m, She advised that both went directly
nome and did not leave their residence that night,

The first time she heard of a person being killed
an Nighway 80, east of Selma, Alabama, was that night when
she wWas watching televislon and a news bulletin wWas flashed
>ver television concerning this murder, . A

She further stated that she has woljke@ at the Silver
¥oon Cafe, 138 washington Street, Selma, Alkbama, for about
1k years, but has not worked at this cafe during the past
two years, Mrs, LANGSTON was unable to furnish any names
of people who might patronize the Silver Moon Cafe.

She advised she knows R. B, KELLY, WILLIAM STANLEY
and NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and EIMER COOK, due to the fact that
they patronize the Sllver Moon cafe and she knew them when

3}}3 woas 8 unii-nnﬂs

Hra. LANGSTON could not furnish any information

in connection with the killing which happened on Highway our.

sast of Selma, Alabama, the evening of March 25, 1965.

.o

. ‘ . : _ S
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Date f/es
1 . |
| ¥rs. FRANCES E. BOWDEN, 813 Pettus Street, Selma, Alsbama, ~ .
vas {nterviewed and stated that she was in the vicinity of the SR
100"¥lock of Washington Street, Selma, from 2 FM, March 25, 1965, :
wntil about 6 PM that evening at which time she left the Coffee A

Pot Cafe and went home, She advised she went home s0 her mother

could attend church that evening., She advised she could furnish
nc inlormation about the killing which took place on Highway 80

east of Selme, on March 25, 1965,

Mrs. BOWDEN after viewing the photographs of EUGENE
THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alsbama, §113073, date of
thoto March 26, 1965; WILLIAM OFVILLE EATON, Shariff's Office,
Birmingham, Ala,., number unknown, date of photo March 26, 19€5;
COLLIE IERCY WILKINS, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Ala,, mumber 2o
unkaown, éate of phodo March 26, 1965, and GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., .. iics ...
- Sberiff's Office, Birmingham, Ala., #113076, date of photo

-z . - - e s s = = - . - = . P &
March 36, 1965, stated she was undple to identify any of these £ -
persons a3 being known to her. " T

BOWDEN after viewing photographs of 1962 red and hite = ¢
Chevrolet Imapla, was unable to state whether she had seen this .
automobile in vicinity of Selma, Alabame, on March 25, 1965.

\

—
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3/31/65 ot _Selma, Alabama - File f___ MO 4L-12k5

b?&_?é-j\?/ - . . Dote dictated 3/31_ﬁ/6$ : ",-:ﬁ

. document contains melthet recommendailons nor cenclusions of the FBI. It is the properiy of the FBI wnd is lesned to
angency;: it and its contents are sot to be distributed cutaide your agedey. : .

.
" y . " . — - - - e

-r -~ . e e e .- . . . By . PR = -

T s A O S Pty e N, e N, R A RN e < .
) = s .. . k L e s e r N . s - . .
hali IR RS PR P - . v Tt vl Tl e "'"n..“'-. ® -at.®
* Yo M - -~ . e v - a - - T .-
. oo-

B, p— - - - - U R o B T e e e e e e g gy T

B — P et o et
i
i



— MO 44-1245

’ : %

k1
£

SECTION XVl MISCELLANEOUS INTERVIEWS WITH e e e me
NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL AND - o
INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN CIVIL

RIGHTS WORK, SELMA, ALABAMA
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Untonel cTrpl rRGAM. TAe MUP,. Bat+nlion, -
Armv Navrn gl Guasd Toirdos . Al koo - ‘a-~h 26, b-’c
1965, advroe ol Buewmial Lol that he
had roceys-5 ordegs 0o pu?"FfFTTngﬁf-:T—?gg Selma,
Alabamy, a =21 as ot 4 P.M |, Marcp 25, 1965 Colonel
HOEGAN adursed that ho v~urd miitnt arn & skeleton force
tn the §~i=2 area dur'my 0 vovind ¢f 4 P.M to 10 P.M.,

Marsh 35, a6

Iy

. Celonel MORGAN sh Las s i ar he aos ynformed - vemeimpen
Dy the Adam.my Htats T T th o aheintyig Of an ‘ o
ind:vridus; boA $sken platc - Hinhway 80 East on the

evearng ad Maveh 750 toas Tetanan] MORGAN riid not
drepetel u-0 gyenpe o fn- L~ ove g0 he hod nreviously

L]

reeomp et oS ety e s i, rrocrs out of the area.

- i, JAMES L O ke lhneT, 156 MUP Bzttalion,
Accy Ravio=: Gnard., aowve~d tise he was the orly ;

Crriacs o dnty oap kode oo, Aaoanama during the reriod
6i &4 P.M o 4G FM O, Mmoo g V%55, LY, OVERSTREET
terth- v ador=od thar rh e yere -ira othar men on duty
drarira thigioraoa Vhe vowe et Leomed at variadus
aeorte tnreasghout the LR Ve (L ORSTREET, whose
home addreoss 38 Box 42 Dr1pe. L adama, wal uhapie to
icriash o any crformat (o osnet -l e of es:liatance
173Ny wWav.,

Azcording to Lt UVLERSTEFET, Warrasnty Gfficer
i ¥ COLEY was the dury ~€ffrror ~n March 25, 1965.

Wa--art Qfficor COSRY mtacsd that he had
reeived oo anicrratreor moaerrmara the shooting that
h

comuy o or Poure B0 Eactr *ho cvermian of March 25, 1965, from
tie Arabamd bHtate Tronesrs and vasnod this call directly to
velorni CARL MORGAR  Iic -tated thot while on duty March 25,
thhh. Pe rocervod no o rrsor b sonteTRIPG FUSTDLCIOUS

S NITA, persers O Vel Ties o che S lma, Alabama. area.

e following anr , ol pembers of 156 M. P. T

Batralion. whe were or ontv 4 F M. 10 N BP.M., Selma. . S SR
A.audma, March 25, %65, apcivrding the vacinity of Brown RS
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Me. THOMAS BISSINGER, 1i6 Pery Sireet, New York 14, New York,
presently residing at 121-C George Wo:hingto- Cizver Apa:iments, Selma, Alabama,

furnished the followirg information to § Lma
) T — L= 45N

At about 11:00 PM, Maxch 25, 1965, he seceived a telephone call
at the First Baptist Church from o white mole, southerner. The caller stated he
had heard on the news thct @ wemon had beer, shot and that he had some information.
The caller disclosed that at abect 8:30 or 7:00 PM tha! evening he had observed o
1960 or 196! red Chevrolet convertible f~llowirg ve-y closely behind a blue Olds~___ "
mobile driven by c white womar. ond cortolr.ing one Neg:o passenger. The
Chevrolet appeared very suspiciols, and the caller stoted that he followed the two
cars along Brood Stree! ond out Highwoy 80 10 Cap's Service Station where he
discontinued follow.ng the vehicle:, The calier stoted there were four white
males in the Chevrolet, two in the fmni ond twn in the rwor,

The infermant ref ced ‘o d.:ciore h.: rome to M-, BISSINGER
but stated that he might come amurd ‘o the Bant.«t Chosch the following moming.
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On March 25, 19nh, i v investiga

was conducted by Speciral Aovane

TOM BESSINGER, win w:n urascntly residing at
121 George Washington st s, advieed that the Student
Nonviolient Coordinating Jom0 L ro o-r**c had received a
telepnore zall at anp-osxrmat. v 17 #.M ftrom an unidentified
male 1nd:cating that th:s urn:dentiiied male had heard on
a news report that a womm haad just benn kiiled. The
unaidert: fred ~atler had veivterd te make his 1dentity known,
but advised that at avpr Z:ima'ely 7 .M. on Mavch 25,
1965, he had zoen a2 1Yn0 oy @56 v ronvertible following
a 1963 blus Oldsmobile that w.= being driven by a white
woman and carryvi'ng a Ncira roserarcr.  HLSSINGER advised
that the Snideneiiy o d ¢atio- o0 stert - Lat he was quite suspicious
of the red Cheovralet 3n *5 . -t k. % ‘ullowed the Oldsmobile
verv closeiy He stated - v=r2 urident: fied caller
advised 1w that hn haat to) . - !t r~ Chevrolet and
Oldsmobile down Brcad St .+ =< ~:v route 80 East to
Kanps Service Station oe - ¢ o1ty arcund. BESSINGER
advised he would immed .ty - orant the FBI if he received

any more snfoarmation 1n vt 0 +2 e case of if he
recerved nformaty ot we s to \f“"tlt" the person making
the call.

Bivi, BURPICK, Firs*t Tavtisr Church, who was
residino at 221€ Bardy in Selma advired he was driving
a rented truck for the S:uvdert Nonv:olent Coordinating
Committee and Fad left Monionrery, Ajlabama, at an unrecalled -
time.. He statcd he was carrvinag two adults and four youths ’

ey |

as anSEﬁGCTa and the :_J(‘&“i‘i(‘-‘ﬂ ccuivmernt that had been used

for the demonstration mpars B¢ adviced that approximately
25 miles from tontasmeve “- zax a trthe and dark car parked
on the r:nh' cide of the rrar-av lle adlvised these vehicles

were headed trwards Selma. hat that he could not recall any
- further drecripticn as te thy tvuee of cars BURDICK stated
he did no* sec the 1944 O{@dsmrite an the left side of the
hiaghway.
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B. T. BONNLI, Mamyeo o ds beme address 1907
fIitters Strect. Aun. n. ™avss . srdv: -4 he had been

trnllovina BRI AULMNI«Y awet wrae ~fp 0 rrue miles bhehind

------ .S R o R LU P~ \--s‘--l\-

k1™ when he advised h~ 3ler s -oor. --nrz on the highway
appraximately 25 mi ez {rom Montgomesg He stated as he
a-nroached the vehie' s en-~ nar paii~d ~ut an front of him
and disappreared, head:i~a e~3t *~w-+3h $~ima. He stated
he go* behind the othay hisle a0 rotrced 1t tOo be a
rream rolored zar, tvrns of el -'e arkn-own . oulling a

. ,"_,“""1 .

tratirr with lavoe taie 2varra 4l 2dvagad he had seen =-wmiumc v w
a croen and ‘ignt ootovn P05 -0l o the left side of - ~
the highwav as ke~ was vy~ 2~ 25t *rmesards Selma ten or '
frfroen midles from Martaape - lir s+2ted that this

vehicle was porked nea- ~ s -irns 2=-v)pn, rname unrecalled.
He advised e was unan's rn recazil fny further descriptive
nfsrnetior a8 te the ¢ of vomizice he saw on the
hiohwav. -He s+a%¢d *hat ae he npre-redad east on Highway BO
a Nearo maler rame fror *ar myee 2t =he mighway and attempted
to flao hain drwn. He adviscd v wor 1% <hat time that he
g3w 8 ~av te the lef* @+ rhs hiasv sy, e stated he did not
stov 2% thal timreru b 1 om0 ey know who the Negro was.
He acviscd be procrcoca 0 <o 50'ms ~nowon his return :
he determined th . P EVF2Yy 2000t 3 = Nearo who had attempted
to stoo ham, .

EvAN HACKEER. 21 Lk:st .remman Street, Carbondale,
1llinmis, advised heo wae ore nt the last buses to leave the
capitol area. He advised wheor they nassed St. Jude's Church
on Highway 80 trevelinn east: »n arbulance passed them at a
high rate of speed with 1%s rcd light on. He advised when
the bus passed the scetrn of the rurier, several State Police
cars were in the arca NACK=P statca that he had seen a
1960 model light colorea car 01 the right side of the
roadway near the scenc of the acrident, but that this ear
vas probably an unmatkec tow ontorcement vehicle. He advised
that he could not recal) =cninu a 1953 Ford along the
roadway., : _ .

The following individuals were contact with negative
results as to developian wntnrmation about suspect‘S'vehiciaz P

i ' -
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j JAMES HOUSER, 13? -1 dne Street, St. Augustine. Lt
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ABRAHAM BANY'S.
LEWIS DAVIDSON
JONATHON DANIF
JOHN UPHAM, 11

LYNN ADDiIsON.

MARGARET DORBIF, 1VF( Geoorg~ Washington Carver; __

l?f, Vwaglin. Selma, Alabama;

« 1787 (vvon Avenye:
I.5.178” Genror Washington Carver;
7" C-arnc Washington Carver;

T8 Scarne Washington Carver;

Ty

DAVID BEY, Torch lnie ;-
JIM WILSON, Teorcy Metes H
FRAMK. EORACCO, 32' Fuarrnas
WILLYE JAMFS HAVE Y. £63 l.ucy Street,
Mortarmmery, #is=ama:
JRAMES BROWNL, Raute I B '80, Bratt, Alabama.
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The facts of this mitter were brought to the attention
of Acting Assistant Attorney Genesral JOBN DOAR who authorized the

filing of a complaint for violation of Section 241, Title 18,

United tateg de. Accordingly, a complaint ws filed by SA
YA ﬁbeiore United States Commissijoner JAMES M. GUTTERY,
nigomery, Alabama, at 10:25 a.m., March 26, 1965. Warrants
were issued the same date.

The complaint statew that on or «bout March 25, 1965,
at Lowndes County, in the Middle M«~iyvict of Alabama, -did, — ~-sre—
commencing on or about Janunary 1, 1965, and continuing to date ’
of this complaint, W1lLIAM ORVIILF FATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS,
JR., EUGENE THOMAS, and GARY 7THOMAS ROVE, JR., within the Middle
District of Alabama, Northern Division, conspired together with
each other and with other persons unkooawn to injure, oppress,
threaten, and intimidate citizens of the United States in the
vicinity of Selma and Montgomery, Aiahama2, in the free exercise
and enjoyment of the fnllowing rights and privileges secured them
by the Constitution and laws of the U'nited States:

1) The right to penrcefully assemble, publicly
protest and petition the Governor of
Alabama for redress of grievances on behalf
of Negro citizens ! Alabsoa free from
arbitrary and oprressive interference from
the State of Alahama.

2) The right to publicly protest unlawful
deprivation of the ripht of Negroes of
Alabamz to register to vote and to vote
for candidates for Federal offices.

" 3) The right to encourage and assist Negro
" citizens of Alahama in the exercise of their
right to register to vate and to vote for
candidates for Federal Offices.

4) The righbt to participaste in a protest march
from Selma tn Montgomery, Alabama, to present --

a petition to Governor of Alabama in TR

£ Montgomery, Alabawma, and to participate -
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in the carrying ont of a proposed plan for
such march pursvant tn and under the terms
of an order entered on March 17, 1865, by
the United States District Court for the
Middle District of Alabamz in the case of
WILLIAMS versus WALLACFKF, No, 2181-N.

It as part of the plan and parrose of the con-
spiracy that the ddl. adat waniia buvan., thieaten, ABSAULL, e onn
shoot and kill pavscn: whn cswe 5 thr a2veea 0f Selma and
Montgomery, Alabama, (o participate: an und lend their

ennnnrt +tn o ﬂbmnn::f rarinn mar ~h fv nm Qn‘mn fn Urantoramare
LA ¥ S WA AR LAY LBENFLENE ¥ B WA g FRUS bR VMW A Y

pursuant to a plan approved by an order of the United States
District Court, Middlie Uistrict of Aisbama on March 17,

1865, referred to ahove, and to hatass, thieaten, assault,
shoot and ¥111 Negro citizens nf Al:himy who participated

in or supported the warch, 1n viniation of Section Z4I,

Title 18, United States Code and complaivant stated that

this complaint is bssed on tuforemation coming to the attention
of Special Agent SPFNCER ROLB of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, during the cour<e of an offictal investigation.

. o o - T . . e - - - _ - p - - P i—
M, A T T e SN T N e LS L L LSS e T
T e e VT Lk s, mT e LS e e ... e e b

s = - o e P = - "‘ “um - ) 3
> R, - . . . 3 - . . . = - v - -
e T e e : . s Sy

g e R~ e e e e R LT -y T Py

H




| C AL,

MO  44-1245
JRC/gan/ngr e
= ¥

By communication of March 26, 1965, the Birmingham
Office advised that subject ROYE was taken into custody
at 11:06 a.m., March 26, 1965; subject THOMAS was arrested
at 11:08 a.m., at Lorene's Cafe, Bessemer, Alabama; subject
WILKINS was arrested at 11:07 a.m., in his automobile on
Highway 1] in Bessenmer; and subject FATON was arrested
at 11:16 a.m,, March 26, 1965, at his residence on Route 6,
Box 866, Bessemer, Alabama.

All four subjects were arraxgned before United o
States Commissioner LOUISE O, CHARLTON, at Birmingham,
Alabama, on March 26, 1865. Subjecis TﬁOﬁAS, EATON and
WILKINS were represented by Attorney MATT MURPHY. Bond
for the subjects was fixed at §50,000 each and they were
remanded to the custody of the United States Marshal at
Birmingham and committed to the Jefferson County Jnil
Birmingham, Alabawa.

Subjects THOMAS, EATON and ROWE were released
on bond from the Jefferson County Jail, Birmingham, Alabama,
at 8:19 p.m., March 26, 1965. Bond was arranged by Attorney
MATT MURPHY. Bond had also been arranged for subject WILKINS;
however, he was not released since the United Siates Marshal
received a Probation Viclator's Warrant on WILKINS in connection
with & Federal Firearms violation.
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Miss MILLIE DAVIS, U. S. Marshal's Office, -
Birmingham, Alabama, ldvised that EUGENE THOMAS, GARY THOMAS
ROYE, JR.. and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON were relessed on $50 000
bond at ' 9:30 p.m., March 26, 1965.

She advised that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS was not
released on March 26, 1965, as he was held on a probation
violator's warrant issued by U. S. District Judge C. W,
ALGOOD, Birmingham, Alabama. Miss DAVIS said that WILKINS
was subsequently released on $50,000 bond for the warraat “=7— "
in connection with the shooting of victim, Mrs. ANTHONY J.
LIUZZO and an additional $500 bond on the probatjon violator's
warrant. VWILKINS was released at approximately 2:30 p.m.,
March 29, 1965.




pe _ March 27, 1965

o=

At 1:4) p.m. on March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ORVILLE .-
EATON, EUGENE THOMAS and COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., appeared v
before U. S, Commissioner LOUISE O, CHARLTON, ’ Room 300, .o
Federal Building, Birmingham, Alabama., All three men were . =
represented by Attorney MATT MURPHY, The U. 8. Government -

was represented by Assistant U. 8, Attorney R. MACEY TAYLOR.

o Mr. TAYLOR ndvised the U. 8. Cbnnissioner that
warrants had been issued for EATON, THOMAS and WILKINS in
the Middle District of Alabama on Iarch 26, 1965, for viola-
tion of Title 18, U. 8. Code, Section 241. Mr. TAYLOR
further stated the original warrant had not arrived at

that time in Birmingham but should be in the possession of
the U, 5. Marskal in Birmingham on or before March 28, 1965.

""" ' At this time U, 8. Commissioner CHARLTON stated that ———-
she would then set a temporary bond for the above three men,

Mr, TAYLOR asked the Commissioner if she wished the recommen-
dation of the U. 5. Attorney's Office pertaining to the amount

of the bond., The U, S. Commissioner stated she did not

wish this recommendation and then set bond for each of the

three above-listed men at $50,000 each.

At this point, EATON, THOMAS and WILKINS were
'placed in the custody of the U. S. Marshal in Birmingham,
Alabama, in lieu of bond,

3/28/65 o Birmingham, Alabama File ‘Bﬂ 44-1236 ENAL

In
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De ___March 29, 1065

M SO
- p— -

o LOVISE 0. CHARLTON, U. S. Commissioner, Birmingham, "
Alabama, igsued tre following egesarch warrants oxn nftidavitl b
b7C  sworn to by saﬁ on March 26, 1965: S

Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18408, for the
search of Apartment #35-A, 205 - 16th Place, Southwest
Birmingham, Alabama, the residence of GARY THOMAS RO'E JR.

Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18406, for the
search of the residence and automobile of IILLIAH ORVILLE
EATON, Route 6, Box 866, Bessemer, Alabama.

Commissioner's Docket #75, Cass #18409, 1orﬂthei_ﬁuMmﬁ_.

B =

search of the residence and automobile of EUGENE THOMAS,
1519 - 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama.

Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18407, for the
search of the residence and autombile of COLLEY LEROY WILKINS,
JR., 4005 - 40th Way, Birmingham, Alabama.

" On March 26, 1965, the above-described search warrant
issued in Case #18406 was raturned unexecuted.

n 3/26/65 o . Birmingham, Alabama Fio§_ BH 44-1236 °
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~ at Montgomery, Alabama, or March 20, 19
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Governor QEORGE C. WALLACE, Stat £
telephonically contacted Speclal Agent

» and expressed

n
complete disgust With the "cowardly act' perpetrated by

the subjJects of the case or anyone who would do such an
act of violence, Governcr WALLACE stated he had
instrueted Colonel AL LINGO, Director, Alabama State
Department of Public Safety, to make available all
resources of hls department and to afford complete
cocperation to the FBI in pursulng the investigation
in this matter. Governor WALLACE atated he also had

RETIES

-

b7e

requested the State Toxicologist O0ffice at Aubturn,

‘Alabama, to cocperate fully with the FBI. He also

advised that he would contact Circuit Solicitor ARTHUR
GAMBLE, JR., Greenville, Alsbama, and request that he
also afford his conperation,

—— IPTT A T [N T ‘. [ o Sy .L

“UOV(‘.I‘H-)I 'Whh_nﬂbl‘. PLquebDPG ld

o bd
authorities be afforded the results of the FBI investi-
gatlon that would surport the issuance cf a warrant for
murder, as soon as comnpletled.,

RUFUS HEAD, Alahbama Highway Patrol Investliga-
tor, advised on March @5, 1265, that LERCY JEHOME MCTON
was being held at the Dallaq County Jall es & "material
witness."
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information in this memo is furnished solely for the official N
use of the persons and authorities to whom it has been furnished for the -+ -
prosecution of the subjects who have been identified in the investigation
of the attacks on VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO (deceased) and LEROY JEROME
MOTON,
B This document contains niether recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBlL. It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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