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PRELIMINARY HEARING IN HAYNEVILLE IN THIS CAPT., MATTER

AN
1 STATE COURT FOUR TVWENTY SIX SIXTYFIVE RESULTING IN SEVERANCE _:__w
* THE SUBJECTS CASES. TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR FIVE THREE SIXTYFIVE
R SUBJECT COLLIER LEROY VILKINS JR. | j,;
DEFENDENTS REPRESENTED BY BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY,
ITRODUCED NOT GUILTY PLEAS TO FIRST DEGREE MURDER /

{ARGES, MURPHY WAS AXIOUS TO PROCEED, INDICATEb HE WOULD FILE A
JTION TO QUASH THIS INDICTMENT ON THE BASIS THAT THE PRESIDENT
INOUNCEMENT THAT OF SUBJECTS ARREST WAS PREJUDICED TO THEM AND

THEM TO HAVE A FAIR TRIAL. HURPHY ALSO

FILE OTHER MOTIONS AND PLEAS.
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O 1= Mr, Belmont 60/( “
osekk\? o l- Mr. Rosen ‘

7 1- Mr, Malley “5‘""
-~ l- Mr. McGowan
YECT: pUGE Homs EI‘ - 1~ Mr, Hines -
VIOLAYLIUZZO ECEASED) , .

LEROY JERO TSON - VICTIMS | : / e
CIVIL RIGHTS, . S (
ELECTION LAVS :

™
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The Lowndes County, Alabama, Grand Jutg on 4-22-65
returned an dictment against subjects William-Eaton,
Collie Lero ilkins and Bugene Thomas, charging tbem_.yith the™
murder of Mrs., Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County on the night D
of 3-25-65. They were arrested on the indictments on 4-22-65
and released on $10 000 bond each., The three subjects_are
represented by Klan Attorney, Matt Murphy of Birmingham,
Alabama, and according to press reports, Murphy has stated
that he would subpoena FBI Director, John Edgar Hoover and
President Lyndon Johnson for the trial scheduled,tor 5+3~65.
J
h The possibility of tbhe issuance of a state stbpoena
for the Director and President Johnson was discussed with
Departmental Attorney, Jobn Murphy, 4-23-65, and uurphy advised
tbhat such a subpoena would have absolutely no force and eiiecti
outsidé oF Thé boundari€s of thé State of Alabama. The law on
this point in ‘general states that the subpoena of one state
has no extra territorial effect and cannot compel the attendance
of witnesses not within the state. BHe siated that there exists
baiween some states an agreemeni conceyuning the production of
l‘wltnesses. However, the persons involvéd here reside in the {

pe L

District of Columbia and the District of Columbia has no such
agreement with any state.

It is noted that since the presence of the Director

apd the President cannot be commanded at the trial of this matte

l ip Alabama, any appearance made in answer to the subpoenas would
of necessity be voluntary and appropriate only if their appearan
could serve the ends of justice. Neither the Director nor the
President could testify to the direct £adts of the case from a .
personal observation or participation, and therefore, their
appearance would not in any way enhance the ends of justice -and
woqld be iryxedepgpt to the trial issue. . f
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Memorandum to Mr. elmont
RE: EUGENE. THOMAL, ET AL.

In the event a subpoena is issued for the Director?,
arance at the trial, you will be advised and the matter
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—UP! Telephoto
Kn Kiux Klansmes Witliare Eaton, Cellie Lerey Wilkins and Eugcne

Thomas tiell o right) conlerred with their tawyer, Mati Murphy

(en phone), in Birmingham yesterday afier a Lowndes County,

Ala.. grard jury indicted them on charges of murdering eivil rights

werker Viola Gregg Liuzzo. They insisted they were innocenl. Ally,
Turphy said bhe weuld subpena FBI Chief J. Edzar Hoover a
resident Johnson — the, he cenceded, the President Is immu
rem asswering a subpeoa — far the May 3 trial. The Kiansme
ere freed on $10.000 bond each:
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The Woshington Daily News /J
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' 4/25/65 | ‘ EUGENE THOMAS; “t &1.;
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.urphy was listed as attorney

(Mount Clipping in Space Belew)
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From The Las Angeles Yimes i

WANTA — A Ku Klux
-man who was arresied in
mbush slaying of Mrs. Vi-
iizzo, a white civil rights
nstrator from Detroit, ap-
tly has turned state’s ev-

"
-

.

ications are he was an FBI
mnant even before the

leral charges agai
‘man, Ga '1'

M, woere

{ jury mdxcled
v Klansmen. *

AN ATTORNEY Matt H.  Rowe Hides Face At

B

e ¥+

!‘ .L
-

As|

B:rmmgham Hearing

‘hy Jr. of Birmingham, who

‘sented all four of the de- The four Klansmen were
:nts, confirmed yesterday charged with violating Mrs. Li-
he had been unable to Jo- uzzo's civil rights. The Justice
Rowe since the charges Department declined to explain
drop why it withdrew the complaint

-phy said I may have against Rowe.
true” that Rowe was an Eugene Thomas, €, Iteel-

the 1L wrrlesr of Fairfisld: William Cr-

yailaidila W

informant prior @ the Li- worxer of rariec;
ease, but he warned “this vill Eaton, 41, former steelwark-
may backiire in more er of Bessemer, and Collie Le-

lmen, snd Dbitterly del

" The day after the murder,

President Johnson, in an unpre-
cedented television address, an-
nounced the four arrests, Mdenti-
tied the defendants as Klans-

the “hooded society olf bigots.”

To some this sounded like the

President had prejudged the
guilt ©of the defendanis before

- than one. There are such roy Wilkins Jr., 21, auto me-
£ as counterspies.” chanjcotl-‘nirﬁeld.mfreelm-
e attorpey, predicting the der $50,000 bond each on the
will be sgemendously em- charges.
to the federal 0¥  gn.n Rowe was arrested fed-
“t;'h‘:ga?mtmewommmmmepmm
it of " "
- the FBI toc reveal “‘where. nsman was “‘gnemployed.

Aol lme wevar n“-n! ”
{199

nré aetaining my

Wl four Klansmen when they
» arrested on March 27, the
aftor the killing. Dismissal
he complaint against Rowe
arently came a3 & nn'pme
Turphy. !
!
ARLIER, Murphy lnd

1indictments would be sought.

ANY LINKS between Rowe
and the FBI prior to the Lizzo
luIUng would add another

Alabama Atty. Gen. Richmond| s
Flowers has said he will ask
the Lowndes County grand jury,
which convenes Monday, o re-
turn murder indictmonts in the
case, He iIndicated only three

an audience of millions. Klan
leaders complained bitterly and
the American Civil Liberties
Union said the President's an-
pouncement was incompatibie;
with a system of justice that
presumes the defendant inno-

cent until proven :uilty._.—-ﬂ
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. (Mount Cll"lng In $poe. Belew)
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har erAgamst One of Four®
ccuded Ku Kluxers Dropped

INTGOMERY, Ala.
Justice Deplrlmenl
wd charges yesterday

Rowe was arrested with three
other Birmingham area men—
described by President Johnson

s

youth in the vehicle escaped
injury.
The other men arrested after

Frooanas ham.

st a Birmingham man who|as being members of the Ku|her death were Eugene Thom- ool
.rrested within hours after |Klux Klan—by FBI agents the [as, 42, an employe of U.S. Steel (.:::‘:“" ‘:‘:’l;"::‘ ote )
Jdarch 25 civil rights slay-|day after Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, 39,|at Bessemer; Collie Leroy Wil- paper )
J a Detroit bhousewife. was shot {0 death from ambush [kins Jr., 2I, a self-employed
order dismissing a con-|near Lowndeshoro, Ala. mechanic of Fairfield; and Wil-
~y charge against Gary| The shooling occurred on thefliam Orville Eaion, 41, & re-
ws Rowe Jr., 35 was! highway being used by civil{tired steel worker, alse of |[—
d by U.S. Commissioner!rights marchers for their Sclina- | Bessemer.
s M. Guttery. to-Montgomery march lo drama-| A federal grand jury indicted
- motion to dismiss the'!tize a wvoler registration ¢am-|{Thomas, Ealon and Wilkins
‘e came from Asst. US. |paign. April 6 on charges of viplating " { iz~ pms gl o S g
J. O. Sentell. Mrs. Liuzzo, onc of many out-{the constitutional rights of eivil A
Washington, a Justice De.|of-state volunteers drawn to the|righis demonstrators. Rowe was
ent spokesman said dis- [march, had been shutiling dem-|not indicted, and dismissal of
! of the charge was a|onstrators from Selma to the|the original charges apainst JRE—
e _wction since the grandistate capilal. She was slain | him thus came as no surprise. :
failed tn indict Rowe. The|shorily afier she had left a| 'The three indicted men are
~smar did nol comment!'Selma church by car. A Negro|frce op bonds of $50,000 each.
g, ._—d" -—. , ———
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4-29-65
PLAINTEXT '
- - : - "1 - Mr. Hines
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FROM DIRECTOR FBI | @ -

EUGENE fHOMAS, ET AL, VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL, DASH VICTIMS.CR;E!
Y RE HOBILE TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND BIRMINGHAM APRIL TWENTY
EIGHTH, ONE NINE SIX FIVE. - oo —mme o oooomoen

i
et e

BIRMINGHAM REVIEW FILES RE INDIVIDUALS SUBPOENAED Bf
DEFENSE IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION AND PREPARE MEMORANDUM SUITABLE
FOR DISSEMINATION TO STATE AUTHORITIES, AS SET FORTH XN
REHREHC&D TELETYPE, FURNISE COPIES OF SUCH MEMORANDA PRE-
PARED TO BUREAU,
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This matter relates . murder of

il rights worker, Mrs. V' 1 Liuzzo,
ween Selma and Montgomery, Alabama,
3-25-65. Case is being handled in State
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Memorandm T e
. T * . Lomicd i
Fan
: Mr. RoseP.— oate:  April 30, 1965 Gase -
Sulliven e
~ ] ) . : . Tavel
g ; ‘.\ IJV l - Mr Ro .‘l'mﬂ-r........__
"C MCGO ) . sen Taly, Poom
I‘" m _ T 1 - Mr, Malley - Rl
\ni 0 ) 1l Mr. MCGom S .
EUGE THOMAS, ET Al 1 - Mr, Hines . E 1
V10 LIUZZO ET AL, - VICTIMS
CIVIL RIGHTS .
b

With reference to the receipt of a subpoena by SAC Ingram
to testify as a witness for the defendant Collie Wilkins in this matter,/g. /
Departmental Attorney Robert Owen called to verify the fact that
SAC Ingram had actually been served. I advised Owen that Ingram
had been served with a subpoena yesterday afternoon by the Deputy —w—mi s .
Sheriff of the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office and that the subpoena =~ -
called for him to appear at Wilkins® trial on Monday, 5/3/65. Owen
inquired as to whether the subpoena stated a definite time for Ingram's
appearance, and I advised him that it did not, It simply called for his
appearance on 5/3/65.

Owen stated that the matter is still under discussion at the ! p.
Department, that he has been in conference with Assistant Attorney |
General Doar concerning the matter and that a final decision had not
yet been reached. Owen indicated that the Department's present
feeling in the matter is that they will file a motion {0 quash the
subpoena on the basis that Ingram, from personal knowledge, cannot
testify to information pertinent to the trial.

Owen stated that as soon as a definite decxswn is reached ”
: ’/
REC-99 & ¢ — C / r
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he will advise us,




COMMUNCATIONS cbmgy: for Twm

MAY 21965 - Mr. Mohr.

Mr. Delrach

5/2/65 URGENT cCWELETYPE A

. Mr. Comrad..
- REETON" (44-285601) AND BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) Mr. K
MOB

. Mr: -‘t':‘ s
z L E (44-1245) 2 PAGES o [\/\7,0 AL
)l

MW u/l‘ Mr. Tn‘r"cl»-i—-——

‘1 MOBILE

Mr. Trotierz
Teole. Room o

t_l;o_tr.c;.r.-r'. iz
IGENE THOMAS- ET AL. MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA ET AL
Bid bohs o e LA v

CTINS: eR’" —Et-.r

Mis: Holmes

Miss Gandy ———

- b’f
ON EVENING OF Mav _FIRST | AST AND MAY

01 T LAST AND Ma oN _-_—
ALASE P —
GROV L, -ALA, ADVISED THAT ON MAY FIRST — --—-

‘ST KLAN HELD MEETING AT BLADON SPRINGS, ALA. BETWEEN . o

e LY

'0 HUNDRED AND THREE HUNDRED PERSONS ATTENDED MEETING.
"D DUNAGAN, COFFEEVILLE, ALA, IN CHARGE OF MEETING WHICH

'S HELD IN STATE PARK. DUNAGAN INTRODUCED A MR. CREEL,
‘AND DRAGAN OF KLAN FROM BESSEMER, ALA. CREEL LATER
"TRODUCED THREE Hf/HHO WERE “IDENTIFIED AS MEN CHARGED

TH MURDER OF VICTIM LIUZZO". HOLLIS CURL, EDITOR, CHOCTAW
rTY

o ADVOCATE, A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER PUBLISKED AT BUTLER, ﬁLA..

£ t’;uy Ermt

WISED ROSERT CREEL, GRAND DRAGON, OF XKKX' FROM

—
-
S——

RMINGHAM, ALA. ATTENDED KLAN ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF//

AN AT BLADEN SPRINGS, ALA. CREEL SPOKE MEETING AND
¢ Jl-

TRODUCED THREE MEN WHO VERE IDENTIFIED AS %EING PERSONS

& MAY 4 65
‘0 WVERE ARRESTED FOR MURDER OF VICTIM LIU270. CURL STATES

‘PROXIHATELY FIFTY PERSONS JOINED XKLAN AT MEETING. BOTH

ggMﬂL AND CURL ADVISED THAT SUBJECTS PID NOT 5P o ’}
1955 ﬁ’l
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\GE TVWO
'D CAN NOT STATE IF FUNDS COLLECTED FOR SUBJECTS e N
FENSE SINCE COLLECTION WAS MADE BUT THIS COLLECTION WAS
LIEVED TO BE FOR XLAN AND MONEY COLLECTED FROM NEW MEMBERS.
JTH CURL AND PAUL STATE THREE SUBJECTS INTRODUCED TO CROWD
W . 4
{ CREEL QYOTE DO THESE MEN LOOK LIKE MURDERS? HNQYOTES
D
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b A ¥y {dr. Caspe

. . Mr. Crlla

‘/ Mr. Conr

' b’p Mr. Felt.

- w——
/ Corpus Christi ,ﬁ ol
- : ' Mr. Tave

| April 21, 196 L{ M:.;' Tave

‘ ) Tel Roo

Mr..& Edgar Hoover /A _ 4 Holr
Direcjor oi F, B. L, < H:—_ Gan
Washington D, C, ' : J—"L—

Dear Sir;

Please consider this a letter of protest at the actions of the F, B,L in
Alabama concerning the slaying of Mrs Vlola‘Lmzzo. I don't condone
murder for any reason whatsoever. But I believe that if this lady had been

at home tendine her dutieg as wife and mnfhpr, she would still he aliva,

™ Aavrasa L L =] . Rl s N Nl N A

You, yourself know what an insult Mrs Liuzzo made to the people of Ala.,
cavorting around with a Negro Buck after dark in their state. Now we come
fto Mr Gary T. Rowe F, B,1, Agent who incites to violence and then helps --
murder, But gets away with it because he is protected by his rights with
the F, B,I. I think Mr., Rowe is as guilty as the other three men and
should receive the same sentence as the other three men. Mr Hoover if
you cannot keep the F, B. I, from being used as a political pawn you should
resign and let Lyndon B, (Baines or Beans) Johnson give your job to
Martin Luther (after all he is a peaceful man? he recieved the Nobel Peace
Award?) Until recently the F, B,1. has been an efficient, honest and well
behaved law enforcement agency lets get it back that way and keep out the
scandals,

. ’ ;
. ~ Thanks for listening - /rx /

e _

Corpus Chnsh Tex

-‘P.5. 1have written my Senator, Congrebsman and t.he President my
views

AEH ; g \p%\:)?}) > o9 f // ) '—ﬁ; :' 5,7 ) ,’:/

COPY:nm | A cﬂ‘.“lq o)
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Liuzzo Deqt

\oparently Spy for FBI !

By FRED P. GRAHAM
@ New York Times News gary
HAYNESVILLE, Alz. — G
T. Rowe, one of the four
wiginally accused by federaj of-
lcers in the slaying of Mrs. Vi-

special agents dashed for
back door of the courthouse. .

tpottedhim;shelndtwo};:%
. An FBI man locked the door

" FBI agents -
da Liuzzo, emerged today as 85 the sunburned, red-haired charged wl:{n conspiring to vio
0 Feera Bumeny T i ek s p el Tae s, Livz's vl Fights
or the B . sea green i i is not
estipation. ireau of In car, accompanied by two FBI the killing. Since o

Rowe, M, testified for about
%0 hours yesterday afternogn

L

;'befon a Lowndes County
jury which is investigating u,g

men,

Rowe was said to have worn
what appeared 1o be a .38-calib-
er revolver in a bip holster as he |

|

entered the grand jury room,

..mf,‘ﬁnmﬁa?f;’;’;‘ avil nghts and was seen wearing it as he m reports began to drcnll:e
lo ruel:mgtl its ue’c'igofm:: pected It was later Jearned from re- formant. Federal charges against

Under elabor v liable sources bere that Rowe fo e dropped ADd be Was
Ter m:m ate doammks-and-dag. bas been a paid informant of the freed. ele.
2 i by the FBI for the past six years. 1t is reported that Rowe

‘ounty courthouse at ? p.m.
Two bours later, repo

“BI, Rowe slipped fnto the
Jand jury room in e Imv:i [

It was reported Jat Bowe
said be bad been paid by the
FBT since 950 for reporting
Ku Kiux ¥lan activities.

-On March 26, Rbdwe and E
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Ye——fogtinoed frem Page 1 .
farrests because cats of al

Jxnown Ku Klux Klansmen in the

The stale grand jury of 18
white men heagdoevidence on
The Liuzzo gase during the en-
tire day erday.

Testimon§ was also given by
Leroy M 19, the Negro civ-
il rights wol\er for the Southern
Christian L&adership Conference
‘who was in the car with Mrs.
Liuzzo when she was shot

FBI agents were conspicuous
for their ahsence during the
morning, as state and county
prosecutors apparently hoped to
make a case wilhout associat-|;
ing the federal government with
the charges against the accused
persons.

The first indication that Rowe
might be an informant came

when he was unexplained e e e e e e
rought to the federal oL
ent by FBI agents three hou
fter the other three defendant .
lhd atTived. Yy
! j(ﬂh isti ami
7 e Collr T Py e CORPUS CHRIST!, TEXAS, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1965 | e e e
—— — ———renr—
1 |
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Memorand m

- * Mr. ‘D:-Loacw./

oM : D.JC. Morrell{/~

wect: M m
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX

By letter dated 4-21-65 captioned individual advised the purpose of
his letter to protest the activities of the FBI in connection with the slaying of
Mrs, Vioﬁimn...’l‘hereafter, he sets forth obvious bigoted views and refers
to a newspaper article which clearly labels Gary T. Rowe as a paid informant of
the FBI and then deliberately assigns the role to Rowe as an FBI Agent.
urges Mr. Hoover {0 prevent President Lyndon "Beans' Johnson from using the
FBI and to appoint Martin Luther (King) as director since he received the Nobel
Peace Award. He claims the FBI until recently had been efficient and well behave
and urges that we return to these precepts and avoid scanda]. He mentions he has
written his senator, congressman and the President concerning his views.

BUFILES: - |
- o ~ bre
There is no information identifiable with Mr.\jjJjiz Bufiles.
OBSERVATIONS:

b
has fallen in the same problem many individuals have in
understanding the relationship of an informant to the Bureau. However, it would
- appear his bigoted views would prevent us from advising him of the Bureau's
position in this case and therefore, no purpose would be served by acknowledging
his communication. .

'n:

RECOMMENDA TION: EX.‘.IIG  REC-99

; } '_,?. "~ ”
P That his letter not be acknowledged. L/f/ - -1 qc . { ‘1-‘-;/0/ C

1~ hgr DeLoach

T q]YJ .
4 70

8 1‘:‘-"“1
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d"ﬁsylan Released in Llum Slaymg
\nn-;niinﬂv Work Pd QPPI'PﬂV fm' FBI1

By Jack I;lwn

Los Angeiss Times
"AYNEVILLE, Ala, April
-A Ku Kiux Klansman who
warently witnessed the slay-

of Vicla Liuzzo of Detroit,

ile he was workjng under-
er for the FBI, testified
ore the .Lowndes County
nd jury today. :

iary T. Rowe Jr., 34, brought’
‘e under a heavy FBI guard,;
tified for two hours before:

- jury. and then was whisked
- of the County_by agents
‘o used force to kecp a re-
Ster—rop_frying _to” inter-
-w him.
Towd was armed with a pis:
* in = holster.

~n were arrested

m the

passing car as she drove from;
Selma to Montgomery a few
hours alter the March 25
march 1o the State Capitol.

With her was a 18-vear-old
Negro, Leroy Moten, who
works for the Rev. Dr. Risr-
tin Luther King Jr.s Sonth-
ern Christian Leadership Cob-
ference. Moton, who escaned!
injury, also {iestified before
the jury today.

was announced the day alter
the slaying. Rowe's role as an
undercover informant appar-

ently sccounted for the speed.

.He reportedly called the FBI
IWithin four hours—as pjoon as
he could slip away.

he was sitting in the back

Me and three other Klans w_%owe reportedly told the

gy STl

arch 25

» say why.

Eugene Thomas, 42, Fair-
eld steelworker; William O.
former steel-
and

.aton, 41, a
orker from Bessemer,

ollie Leroy Wilkins Jr., 21, a

airfield auto meohanir are

-ee wnder 350,000 bond each

= the Federal charges. K

Mrs, Liuzzo, a white civil
was
‘illed by bullets fired from 3.

Ere=sdemonstrator,

R — T

ot

- L)
““ -— -t
- - - -
 w e T -
.y - o -
- * may -

kiiting and . booked
v Federal charges of violat-|
= Mrs. Liuzzo’s civil rights.
at the Justice Department
ter dropped the charges
-.ainst Rowe, 1t has declined

L
\"'o"f'-..s-"-.'\

of the car from which the

———

-ifendants were listed as mem-
The arrest of the Kiansmen|

l

bullets were fired. A relinblei
source said Rowe contended!
the shooting happened guickly
and on the spur ol the mo-

meni and he was nexpxeu io;
interfere. i

Rowe has been supplying|

tHE TSI informatipn..on
'Klaii_ a"l"?f':es es_singe 1RGQ. ac-
cordls ng Lg th §gggg

Rowc and the three - de-
bers of the United Klans of
America, the Nation’s largest
Klan with an estimated mem
bershio of 5000. i

Aer Rawas amaroad fram the

Az Rowe smerged from the
jury room today, a reporter
tried to follow him byl was.
shouldered to the wall Ry’
FBIagent:—The Tcporte
tinued down the hallwa
apother agent blocked th

an
31
but ‘
i

exit. |

Mol

DeLoach
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Conrad
Felt

Gale
Bosen*ﬁ
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Sulliv
Tavei
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Tele Robm
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The Washington Poxst end 4-‘:
Timas Herald -
‘The Washington Deily Naws
Tha Evening Star
New York Herald Tribune .
New York journai-Americen
New York Daily News
New York Poxt
The New York Times
The Baltimore Bun
The Warker
The New Leader
The Wall Btrest J 1
The Nationa! Ohserver

People’a World _
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- 3 -
i WAL

. ) . o . . _ e

ENCLOSURE
". + - _. - : ‘—‘ oo wmn '-‘ - 5 - o - _
':-"_“_.., z.-"": -' N ,.‘::‘.-.f:‘" .:,:_... : "_ - —-‘-;!‘.*s‘:; R L \..: &M .-.:"- o
et o e ™ . RIS o T A Ak .o



AN L LA DA DD N AENENEVALLIN & U . a
’ .

y
Memorand im
DIRECTOR, FBI ‘ - DATE: 4/25/65
<4
o C, TAMPA (170-150) % ~
1* . A -1
JECT: A ;> - DOROTHY .M"{ROWE 4

INFO NC N a1
WIO CONCERNING Gi\w‘:’\_.l. Y"”'

In connection with the divorced husband
of the captioned individual, there are transmitted
herewith the following pewspaper articles concerning the
divorced husband of captioned individual, which I
.thought might be of interest to the Bureau:

X

"KKK Men: 'Harassed and Innocent'," 4/23/65 edition,

—— "8t. Petersburg Independent "aSt. Petersburg, Floridl'**w**

"Man Arrested in Alabama Killing Proves FBI Agent," :
4/21/65 edition, "Clearwater Sun," Clearwater, Florida

"Liuzzo Case 'Suspect' Apparently FBI Agent," 4/21/65
edition, "The St. Petersburg Times," St. Petersburg,

TInwidn .
& ANA &AW

"Jury Findings Due on Liuzzo Slaying," 4/22/65 edition,
""St. Petersburg Independent," St. Petersburg, Florida;

"FBI Undercover Agent?,"” 4/23/65 edition "The St. Petersburg
Times," St. Petersburg, Florida;

"3 Klansmen Indicted in Woman's Slaying,™ 4/23/65 edition ‘;
"St. Petersburg Times," St., Petersburg, Florida; ;

V¥BI Informer No Surprise to Klan," 4/22/65 editioa, -
"The Clearwater Sum," Clearwater Florida, by TOM CHASE: - .

“Alabama Grand Jury Readies Report on Night Rider Slaying,"
4/22/65 edition, “Clearwater 8S8un," Clearwater, Florida,

W
dpJ,d

T
2 - Bureau (Encs. 8)(RM) REC. 24 L/U-—j?b ﬂ[!‘QOI

i - Tampa
JFS:jn
(3)

\)
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(Mount Clipping in Spece Below)

KK Men: ‘Harassed And Innocent’;

RMINGHARY, &la. @ — Three Ku
Klansmen free on $10,000
each in Birmfingham, Ala., today
'ng trial on first degree murder
~5 in the ambush death of a De-

mathae whe snamchad fam  olaell
savuRl  WOU o marcncu 1ol

» three said they were [nnocent
ad been subject to almost contin-
harassment by telephone calls and
+ in recent weeks.

oir attorney, Matt H. Murphy Jr.,
zed President Johnson for his re-
i in connection with the arrest of
members. Murphy said he would

[Ty P P T

S‘Jbuxmﬁa the President “if I

hope to represent these men

There were these other developments

on the racial scene:
—Tear gas and smoke bomnbs were

used by police to stop a demonstration -

by more than 300 Negroes in the west
Alabama city of Demopolis. Five dem-
onstrators were arrested. Fourteen per-
sons were treated for tear gas burns
at a hospital. .

~The Senate began debate on the
voting rights bill in Washington. Mem-
bers of the Senate Judiciary Commitiee
which sent the bill to the floor gaid the
nation must have *new, strong legisla-
tion to protect woting rights.” Twelve
Southern senators organized forces to
oppose the measure.

—LCivil rights movement officials said

their otganizations planned quieter cam-
paigns in Mississippi this summer be- |
cause the state has experienced marked
thanges. The appraisals were made at a
meeting of the Mississippi Council on
Human Relations in Jackson.
=-Paul Beliesen, the missing Nampa,
Idaho, Negro who briefly held member-
ship in the Xu Kiux Klan iast February,
has turned up in San Frnnciscc! and ap-
parently dropped from sight again.
—Some 300 University of Mississippi
students demonstrated last aight outside
a campus dormitory where several Ne-
groes — here for the Southern thera.ry
Festival — were staying. Campus police
reportedly had the demonstrators under
Joggl_rgl_}lwrm after midnight.____‘_:

T

|

{lndicote page, name of
newspaper, cily and state.)

e L S

16 B St. Petershury
— Independent
St. Petershurg,

pate: 4/23/05 - ‘

Editior:

Autho:

Editor: D@1l riarTth
P

Title:

Charactarn
»r
Cicesificotion:
Submitting Office: Tamp:
[] Being Investigated
Ll
- X o r ‘
— LY e e ’
IN.,'.'.\.JJ.'\}JUL'-"‘
Nt B e Y L T
- e ’."“:' TN -“ P A S e e ._‘~;.'_""‘" = “'"‘,., LA P
" = - - » - - .



U

(H.um Cllppllu in Space Selow)

&h Ar resfed In Alabamad|
roves FBI Agent

lling_

Vv YORK & Gary T.
one of the four men
Aly arrested by federal
s in the slaying of Mrs,
Liuzze in Alabama, has

ad a8 an UMNGETCOVET
for the FBI, the New
Times zaid today.

« M, of Birmingham,
«d yesterday at Hayne-
Ala., before the Lowndes

v mn(_l jury investigating
'al shooting of Mrs. _.luz
tyear-old Detroit mother
c. The government later
dd charges against Rowe
» was freed.

. Liuzego was shin in a
hortly after she partici-

in the March 25 Selpa to _Klux Klan.

shooling.

Montgomery civil rights march.

The Times said in a dispatch
from Hayneville that although
the delails of Rowe's story are
not known the arcumstances
j. dicate he was In the assail-
ants' car when Mrs, Liuzzo was
killed, but could not prevent the

The three olher men taken

into custody the same day Rowe
was arrested - Moarch 3R —

have been indicted in ~Moni-
gomery on federal charges of
conspiring to violate the consti-
tutional rights of demonstralors.
President Johnson, in announc-
ing their arres!s, described
themn &s members of the Ku
c.——-"'

. —
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{Mount Clipping in Spoce Balow)

§. Ala. — Gary
Rowe, one of the four men
ginally accused by f{ederal of-
s in the glaying of Mrs. Vi-
Liuzzo, emerged yesterday
an apparent undercover
~nt for the Federal Bureau of
‘estigation (FBI). °
towe testified for about two
s yesterday afterncon be-
e & Grand Jury which is in-
Jigating the slaying of the
troit civil rights worker
rch 25. .

‘he Grand Jury is expected to
ort its decision belore moon

ay. |

————r
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(Iloull ﬂl"lng in 5p.=- Balew)

fur F indings Due

)n

e ST FYE ¥ VN

WNEVILLE, Ala, @ — A Grand
reports fts findings today in the
igation of the might rider slaying
W-year-old white civil rights work-

n Lowndes County jury of 18 white
rompleted its investigation yester-
nto the ambush slaying of Mrs.
Liwzzo of Delroit and of several
cases. It reportedly returned
indictments, but ‘their pature will

» kmown until after the formal re-

md untfl those indicted have been
inio custody.

anwhile, the president of the Bo-
t, La., Civic and Voters League
ich claims it speaks for the town's

es — was arrested on & charge’

itng & worthless $15 check.

-anwhile polls and petitions {anned
wqough the Negro community seek-

iuzzo Slaying

city's 9,000 Negroes in mracial alics, pe-
gotiztions and demands for civil rights,
Mayor Jesse Cutrer said the Jeague
and members of the Congress of Racial
Equality “are a small group of seli-
styled leaders who do not represent the
Negro community.” He said they “do

not want to negouate They want to dem-

onsira

In Nampa. Idaho, the Negro who
served 2 oneday term as Grand Titan
of the Idaho Ku Klux Klan in February
was reported mnissing. His wife, Mrs.
Eramaline Bellesen, told Nampa police
her husband, Paul Bellesen, Jeft home
in the family car and had not returned.

Later, one o! Bellesen's former em-
pioyes in a janitor service, told police
he saw Bellesen in San Francisco Inter-

national Airport. He said Bellesen told

him, “I'm just sort of taking a vacation

2 &nd I don’t want anybody o know you -
:\_.pzr.._t_iown who represents ﬁ-e—-uwme"

E————,
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ic duty. A faver in com-t.
are the persuasions the
s with Ku Kiux Klans-
Communists and gang-
hen it peeds information
o come only from the in-

'm—:ndmnyo'n]yfor
t jobs — do FBI sgents

Suvae hosnma mambare af

TR WRWLTLHIT AMTLUIUVTE D Ve

w, the party, or the syn-

vently — and not only for
* jobs but offen for years
tnuing information — in-
‘Is already in the organ-
< are tapped.

ETIMES — snd this is
lifficult = individuals on
‘nges or totally outside,
he Klan, are contacted
ged 0 join up and start
ng out information.

Ty Thomas Rowe was, a5
en reported, the tipster
1 the FBI to the alleged
of Mrs. Viocla Litzzo in
ia, he did so #5 a Klans-
nd pot ax 8 member of
1.

(Movat Clipping In

r COVEI’

agent,”’ which has been applied
to Rowe and others, can be con-
fusing.

It sometimes means & trained
FRI agent who conceals his
identity and pretends to be

e n bl lmw alon

.uxucu.uu‘ e,

But the term alsc iz loosely
applied to informers — men
and women who are not in the
FBI but who, for some induce-

ment, regularly supply informa.-
tion to the government men.

FBI DIRECTOR J. Edgar
Hoover has often said the bu-
rezu has the Klan virtually
wired for sound with inform-
ants,

“At times,” Attorney General
Nicholas Katzenbach gquipped
recently, “I think we know
more sbout what the Klan is
doing than we know about what
some divisions fn the Justice
Department are doing."”

The FBI refused tv distuss
any aspect of the Liurzo case

Spoce Belew)

Agem‘?

ment” whed asked about & New
York Times report that Rowe
hldheenitlundercovermh
the case.

It i commonly known, how-

information, strictly on a cash-
oo-delivery basis. One Justice
Department source says as
much as $5,000 or $10,000 may
be paid for a particularly im-
portant piece of information.

But {o the day-to-day routine
of law enforcement, it's more
likely that the pnyment will only
CcoOver a man's expenses Or
give him a little extra pocket
monsay.

THE AMOUNT SPENT BY
Hoover’s men for information
exch year does not appear in
the FBI appropriation chart
But experts describe it as ‘pret-
ty smal] potatoes.”

Money Is not the only induce-
ment offered by FBI men seek-
ing information. Much has been
gained from a private, discreet
discussion of & man’s duty to
his country and the need for
aw and order, :

term “nndtrcove: and issued a terse “no com:| And whils %;n_;; won't g,;k_

b . "
A R .
L T

ever, that the FRI will pay for

i

e

oy

{Indicate page, name of
newspapet, Clty end state.}
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about it, a potentia] informant
may often bhe brought around ¢
with the cblique reminder that
he may, one day, desire lenien-
¢y for crimes in which he has
become involved.

The Times report said that al-
though the detalls of Rowe's
story are now known, the cir-,
cumstances indicate he was in
the assailants’ car when Mrs,
Liuzzo was killed, but could not
prevent the shooting. Three
mer who were with Rowe have
been indicted on federal
charges of conspiracy to violate
the constitutional rights of civ-
1l rights demonstrators. Charges
against Rowe were dropped and

ihe was relsased, a n-eegman.
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abama Grand Jury yester-
_'ndicted three Ku Klux
nen for the March 25 slay-

~h.

———

Kla

(ﬂounf Clipping in Spece Below)

men Indlcted

Wéhan’s Slaying |

Analysis, 15-A.
NEVILLE, Ala. (UPI) -

Detroit civil rights worker
Vicla Liuzzo. The three
arrested in Birmingham
ent free on bonds of $10,-

! was set for May 3 io
ville.

1ED IN THE murder war-
were Collie Leroy Wilkins
1, and Eugene Thomas,
th of Fairfield, and Wil
1. Eaton, 41, of Bessemer,

' were taken into custody
owndes County Shérilf
Ryals and taken 1o Jel-
County Jail in Birming-
v bonding.

- posting the bonds, they
> jailhouse grinning.

wrora -n.

L woac

Werth Thagard and approved by
Jefferson -County Sheriff Mel
Bailey. :

THE BONDS were posted by
their attorney, Matt H. Murphy'
Jr. who filed with Balley a writ
o! habeas corpus demanding
charges against the three men
be dismissed. Bailey said he’
would forward the writ to Thag-,
nrd‘ »
The judge set an arraignment.
hearing for the three men ut:
10 a.m. EST Monday in his:
Hayneville eourt. i
The Klansmen's attorney
Murphy, held a news conference
with his clients and Kian Grandl
Dragon Robert Shelton last night
and annournced he would sub-
poena President Johnson and
FBI Director J, Edgar Hoover
for the trial.
Legal sources, however, gald
the president of the Umted

smtg :ﬂ v emttma .uvul 'HU'

;__Qrcuit Court Judge '1‘

poena. « :
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"Bl [nformer No-

- - }.a
By TOM CHASE
ANTA, Ga. (AP) — Top
ix Kiansmen say they are
rprised by FBI claims the
! orders have been infii-
but they say government
should spend more time
2 Communisis.
in Craig, Georgia grand
1 of the United Klans of
ra, Knights of the Ku
lan, said the case of Gar-
omas Rowe Jr. of Brim-
n was nothing new.
‘e one of the men who
been playing a dual role
long,” said Craig, 35,
'sday night.
was talking 1o Shelon
that over the weekend,”
4. “Shelton told me he hag

1 it for several years.”
g referred to Robert M.
n of Tuscaloosa, Ala., im-
wizard of the Umled
.of America and, as such,
!l head of several state
5. Shelton could nol be
o for comment.
Reported Tipster
‘= was reporied to be the
> who provided the FBI
nformation which resulted
mmi? arrests in the slaying
sk, Léuyzo, i Detroit
r of five killed March 25
the civil rights march
Selmna to Montgomery.
i federal and Alabama
rities have declined oom-
on the Rowe report,
tually,” said Craig. “‘we
that some of the crimes
od to the KKK have been
by FBI informers o creale
e of hatred againsi ihe
‘ization when true klans-
were not involved.”
suggested the House Un-
ican Activilies Commitiee
ligate what he called the
nunjsiic element invoived
e Selma to Moatgomery
h "rather than starting a

To Klan |
James R. Venable of Stone
Hwntmn Ga., imperial wizard
of Lhe National Knights of the
Eu Klux Klan Inc., said the FBI
ought to be using its agents "in
the Communist field rather than
rying to catch KKKs.”

At the szame time, Venable
said, *there has never been any
member of the KKK charged
with selling any secrels of the
U.S. government or with insur-
rection nor has there been one
who hes:!ated when asked to

serve l.l’l Ule munzry

Just to be on the gafe side,
Venable said, *‘we are setting
traps for pimps and infikrators,
We are setting more traps than
the FBL.”

Nothing To Hide

Asked if he knew of federal
agents in his organizations, he
said, I don’t know of any, but
I'm sure we've got them. We
have nothing secret {0 hide. Our
tactics are io use the baliof box
to win this race war.”

Craig said he would welcome
FBI agents to his organization
“if they could qualily, Bt we
don't want them coming in as
druggisis -or mechanics or_im.
posters of any kind."

“E. McDaniel, grand dragon
of the United Klans of America
in Mississippi, declined ©om-
ment about the FBI when
reached at his home in Naichez.

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
ofien has said the bureau has
the klan virtually wired for
sound with informants.

“At times I think we hw
more aboul what the Kian is
doing than we know about what
some divisions in the Justice
Department are doing,” Atty,
Gen. Nicholas  Katzenbach

qmppedmcuﬂlthm.
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flabhama Grand Jur
eport On Night Rider Slay_mg

;

’JEV!LLE Ala, o=

jury TEPOrts its findings
‘n the investigation of the,

ider slaying of & 3%-vear--
ite eivil rights worker.
Lowndes County jury ofl

e .I_|

ie men mmplewu s In-
tion yesterday into the
a1 slaying of Mrs, V:oka

of Detrok and of severa]

!|a warrant of signing a check
*|dated April 10 issued to Ward's
. |Repair Chop, a Bogalusa tele-

y Reqdles

-

A

iy

was an'ested on a charge of js.
suling @ Worthless $15 check, |
A. Z. Young was accused in

vision store owned by a white
man,

Collms szid that was unreas-
onable after the city had freely
granted permits for the parade
through the principal downtown
business streets, plus the use of

City Judge A. J. Jones signed

the warrant and set &0 Apnl

on $500 bail. .
In Nampa, Jdaho, the Negro
who served a one-day lerm as

cases. It reportedly re-iGrand Titan of the Idaho Ku
some indictments, but{Klux Klan in February was re-

nature will not be known
fter the formal report and
‘hose indicted have been|
into cusiody.

ng those questioned by the!

var Carv Thomas e '
ey 4dVIGAS swwwWe

34-year-old Birmingham
vho was arrested by fed-

uthorities after the Liuzzo mer employes in a janilor serv-

1 but later released.

n was one of four Ku he saw Beliesen in San Fran-

«lansmen arrested on fed-
ivil rights charges March

* day after Mrs. Liuzzo sort of taking & vacation and [
hot to death in her car don’t want anybody t0 know you

Lowndesborn. A federal
jury meeting in Mont-
y earlier this month in-
e other three men on
s of conspiring to injure
s in the exercise of their
utional rights,

< jndicled were Eugene

15, 42, an employe of U.S, gehy and sub-standard hous-
it Bessemer; Collie Leroy mools tan

s Jr., 21, of Fairfield, a

mployed mechanic} and jgsue with a statement by the
IRev. Virgil Wood, head of tbe

u Orville Eaton, 41, also
'ssamer, a Petired
te

» was poi indicied and th
against him mbsequenlﬁ

ismissed. The New Yo
said Rowe had beon work-
an undercover agent for

ported missing. His wife, Mrs.
Emmaline Bellesen, told Nampa
police her husband, Paul Bel-

b

lesen, left home in the family

e -k —

car and had not refurmed.
Later, one of Bellesen's for-

Artr—

ice, Larry Brennan, told police

cisco International Airport. He
said Bellescn told him, “I'm just

saw me.”

In Boston, vivil rights Jeaders
went ahead with plans for @
massive parade and rally Fri-
day with Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. as the chiel speaker.
The parade and rally are to
protest racial imbalance in

Mayor John F. Collins took

i Boston branch of King's South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-
feronce, that the marchers
would demonstrate in front of

city hall.
Wood said Selma officlals
didn't want demonstrations

Parkman bandstand on Boslon
Gommon for the rallfe

26 hearings. Young was released |

b e el e e o ean e e - A s
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. Federal authorities, in-| aiiher but they were beld
¢ the FBI, apd state of-| poyertheless. “Boston is o dil- - -
refused Lo ent ol ferent from Selma,™ he said. 1! i
nwhile, the president of| - . ' - cpd
waluza, La., Civic and L/ L/ - A X; Loy I = s
League—which claims it IR ) !
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Miss Gandy

DIRECTOR /44-28601/
34 MOBILE  /44-1245/

SENE THOMAS; ET AL; MRS VIOLA LIWZO, AKA ET AL T
Eldd Lls Hesion Lowa

STINS; €ftm=~ v,

BIRMINGHAM POST MERALD, DAILY NEVSPAPER, UNDER DATE LINE
{ FIRST, SIXTYFIVE, CARRIES THE FOLLOWING NEVS RELEASE:
MATT H. MURPHY, JR., ATTORNEY FOR THOMAS, VILKINS AND
TON, SAID “THINGS ARE SHAPING UP FAVORABLY FOR OUR CASE |
> 1 MIGHT ASK FOR ALL THREE TO BE TRIED AT ONCE." AR /
,

ORIGINALLY WAS GRANTED A REQUEST FOR SEPARATE TRIALS FOR ‘
S MEN. | |
CONTACTS 1 —__ I |
contacts viTH > T— , e
o -: LA, DEVELOPED THAT STOKELY CARMICHAEL, FIELDG -2 5"60197
on-V,

t Ce-orginziing Committee

8 MAY 4 1965
BRETARY, 9-‘8!2, WAS HANDLING RACIAL ACTIVITIES IN LOUNDES
“M R Topgr—
JNTY, M THEY ADVISED THA&&&BQ‘]}QCF&QE‘IJLES‘- gﬁ%&m
fH SILAS NORHAN, AREA COORDINATOR, s-nse IN ATLANTA, BUT ., ad7
EXPECTB RETURN TO THE SELMA AREA MOMENTARILY. W L l[
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S5E TWO
EY BOTH ADVISED ON CONTACT THEY KNOW OF NO PLANNED
mga, 196t pabama

MONSTRATION FOR MAY ’ W'AT HAYNEVILLE, &b,
T WILL DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH NORMAN AND CARMICHAEL
ON THEIR RETURN TO SELMA AND HAVE THEM IMMEDIATELY
WNTACT THE FBI 1F THERE IS ANY SUCH DEMONSTRATION PLANNED.

DEPARIMENTAL ATTIORNEYS GEORGE RAYBORN AND JAMES TURNER

BLlRbAn A
SCENE AT SELMA AND MONTGOMERY, #b#,, BEING ADVISED.
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SAC INGRAM, BIRMINGHAM, APPEARED IN CIRCUIT COURT, HAYNEVILLE,
8+, TODAY IN RESPONSE TO SUBPOENA REs TRIAL CAPTIONED MATTER. A
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& FBI 2 e
. “ i‘.-,::'. (-'u’
- Date: 4/30/6. fpnon
‘ f-20 Cale
‘nsmit the foliowing in / I Fir. Losen.
- (Type in plain text or code} ) i, Bulin
— - Mr. Tavd
AIRT AIRMAI [ e Truig
] (Priority] i ,f“‘q Roor
——————————————————————————— 2———--—— ———e2lom =7
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI Y7~ 2¥C6( Lu__,__l"‘“
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) ,/ / .
- : /
EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL /-
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka; ET AL - VICTIMS |
CR; EL

of the Bureau are two copies of a photograph which appeared
in "The Tuscaloosa News" at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, '

One copy of the same newspaper photograph showing MATT

is forwarded herewith to Mobile.

: RS
'|y savua oy oo

L3 Bhreau.(enc-Z)

~2 Mobile (enc-1)
1 Birmingham : -

RGJ:fc
(6)

i

AR

' oo EHEIIQ
| |

!

|

|

1~
N
§
~
'~

Transmitted herewith for the information and assistance
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MURPHY, the three subjects and ROBERT SHELTON at a Klan rally
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f
Ty
c
o
o2
e
55
e
St et w—y h
mmmm
wX gle
63
£2
£°%5
.mo.mm
5
mea.m
=50
¢33
[~ R
ES
£5873
o ¥
...__om
o 8E
R3AG
=Y
cog3
% 2=
ES gL
8,15
.nr.... —|
=2
U
£8
Tan '

R



& L= S

Hrée Susp;

The three men indicted in connection with the slay-
3 of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo were introduced at o Ku Kiux
lan7atty—in Tuscoloosa last
Sove, flonked by Imoperial Wizard Robert 'Sheiton
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Soturday night, Shoeerwe

ects At Klan Rally
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{right} ond Klan attorney Mart Murphy lieft) are-
{trom the left) : Eugene Thomas, Collie Leroy Witkins -
Jr,, ond William Orvi CETTTETT .
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{UNITED STATES {_VERNMENT R 5 I

v T
Memoran, «m BN
{ {-‘ (":" ) .
Mr, Belmont * vate: April 30, 1865 .
. 1 - Mr, DeLoach -
.-." Roseh. y 1 = Mr, Belmont..
! 1 - Mr, Rosen
HJECT: EUGENE THOMAS ET AL.; 1~ Mr, Malley
VIOLA® LIUZZO, ET AL, - 1 = Mr, McGowan
VICTIMS | 1 - Mr, Hines
CIM L RIGHTS /g -
T ‘-é -
. . Ed /“;
" - On the afternoon of 4/29/65, SAC Ingram of the Birmingham /.

Office was served with a subpoena to appear for the defense at the _
trial of Collie Wilkins on 5/3/65. Wilkins is charged with the murder

of Viola Liuzzo, The subpoena is for Ingram's personal appearante "= ™~
and it is not requested that he bring any records.

i The receipt of the subpoena by SAC Ingram was discussed
. ]mth Mr. Robert Owen of the Civil Rights Division on 4/29/65,

Owen adviced that the Nenartment w a
_‘ luwcu aavised watl uie Leparunens wauld take the matter under

- tonsidera.tlon and would take a.cﬁon with regard to the subpoena,

e On 4/30/65, Mr, Owen of the Department advised that he

had taken the matter of the subpoena of SAC Ingram up with S
Assistant Attorney General Doar and with attorneys of the Civil Division
of the Department and it was the opinion of the Department that there _-
was no basis for filing a motion to quash the subpoena,

Owen advised that the Attorney General has directed a
| telegram to SAC Ingram advising him that he should appear in
answer to the gsubpoena and testify, It states that Ingram cannot -
testify to anything contained in the records or files of the Bureau and
the Department of Justice pursuant to Order of the Attorney General
number 324~64 dated 10/8/64. His testimony is to be limited only to
matters of personal knowledge that are televa.nt to the issue of the trial,

Lo ‘ Mr. Owen is furnishing a copy d the Attorney General's
! telegram and he stated that an attorney from the Civil Division of the
Department who is experienced in handling matters of subpoena is

, proceeding to Hayneville, Alabama, and will be present to protect .
: fhe Government interest when SAC Ingram §s called to testify, s

REC- 28X/ T o .—'"r' )u/
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont
- iEﬂ-EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; . : T 3

b

| SAC Ingram has advised that he has not been in direct - 3
contact with any of the defendats, has not participated in any of

the interviews or searches and tha.t there is actually nothing that

’ he can testify to from his personal knowledge,

ACTION:

SAC Ingram will be instructed to answer the subpoena | Dd‘f“
and testily in accordance with the Attorney Generai‘s teiegram, l)' bf/
He is also being advised that an attorney from the Civil Divmion[
of the Department will be present to protect the Government's
interest when he is called to testify.
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United States 5enate

< Washinglon, D. C., _hpril 29 ., 19.63
Respectfully referred to
Director J. Edzar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
tashington, D. C.
H For your information.
/
I /Q ) A /
i V‘
5 : Frank J. Lausche
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."H-‘ """.-."' ‘“ -f.f't.

COPRY"”

April 29, 1965

T e s el e ey g e MRt i e :

Senator Lsusche has discussad with me and requasted that "7
I acknowledge your letter of recent date in which you expressed
your views woncerning the FBI and tha death of Mrs. luizzo in
Solma, Alahama

The Senator appreciates receiving the benefit of your o
views and will bring your latter to the atteation of tle Faderal
Bureau of Investigation.

Please be zasured that your letter was welcoms.

8incerely yours,

Roy M, White
Aduinistrative Asgistant to
Senator Frank J. lauache
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Bonorable Frank J. Lamhe
United States Sennte

Washington, D. C. 20510
My dear Senator:

SMET
h  avi

Your note of April 26th, with enclosures, has been ML

e L e

received, and I appreciate your bringing this to my attention. - o _,:- S
Although I wouid like to be of service to your Eﬁﬁs‘m

I am not in a position to comment in any manner as he has suggested
fnasmuch as one of the individuals involved in the murder of

#__ Mrs. Viola’Liugzo went on trial May 8rd end prosecution of the others
is to follow. I can assure you, however, that the person referredto
was not a Special Agent of the FBI, and I trust your constituent will
understand why it 18 not within our prerogative to comment on this case,

1 Hd 0¢ 'fl‘

ooy

- Mr. DeLoach - Enclosures (3)
- Mr. Rosen - Enclosures (‘3)'

NOTE: Constituent has no record in Bufiles, The f’ T
enclosures were a copy of etter to Senator Lausche and a copy
a,of his answer to over the signature of his Administrative

" ' Assistant Ray M, White, The individual to who”refers is Gary
fi ¢ Thomas. Rowe, and informant who was present during murder of
) ! *  Mrs. Liuzzo, a civil rights worker in Alabama. This response was
- fdiscussed with the Civil Rights Section of the General Investigative Divid
— ./ We have had cordial relations with Senator Lausche,
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12 0. PM EST URGENT h-26"65 AJG -

. To TOR, BIRMINGHAM, TAMPA AND MIAM| |

- <FROMXSAVANNAH 261639 .- « .0 ... . - Q)0
5 =’-‘*° Y A
b . e “,‘

e UGETE THOMAS; ET AL, VIOLA @uzzo ET Amerms TN

A‘-.-?% 7.. F

cml'ru HADMY thla -PRAMP RDASAMU an by .
ARV EL TITA, URANNY UNRAUUN D.U,'D

. s =

| SCOGGINS EXHIBITED THE PHOTOGRAPH OF ROWE, FB! mrgﬁimma Hf P,
AN THE' SEGMA, ALABAMA, MURDER AND INSTRUCTED ALL GRAND 5. /l -

orrnczns ‘EXALTED CYCLOPS AND TITANS:AND . mvesneﬁrgas w i

" THE KLAN TO BE .ON THE LOOKOUT FOR HIM, 'IF THIS INDTVIOHAL . 4 ¥

1S LOQATEDNTHE GRAND DRAGON IS.TO BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED . -

-

_ ,LNFOR@ANT ADVISED THAT THIS MEANT THAT “THE GUN 1S R
JOUT FOR "HEM' AS AN "FBI FINK" .AND THAT HE WILL BE. TAKEN .,
CARE OF FOR-“LYING," HE ALSO ADVISED THAT THE KLAN 1S’ TRYlNG
TO LOCATE FAMILY OF ROWE, HOWEVER, HE DID NOT-KNOW WHY ", ,n;;“,‘,.
{ THEY WANTED ‘HIS FAMILY BUT PROBABLY WANTED TO HARASS THEH : ‘
7O FIND_OUT WHERE ROWE IS LOCATED, -ALL SOUTHERN OFFICES . e jqé i
ADV!SED_‘BY LHM LEﬂ“E'RhEAD MMQEAOJDM,M; . ___‘.'j'--gl‘.-\" W

RECE wso . 1,,!;7 PMZLRC REO-39 4/ ‘7/ - ‘;)@08 - _

P o '?‘ fg ﬂ EX 110 iy m, K. ' Dl a ‘. ...l .‘
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Hl'mt'iﬂ FOR THE DIRECTOR™ '}  * b, 'E" /Y vy
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f the hulh;cncc caucuu.dm the abouc message is 10 be dunuumd outgide the Bureau, it is luuntcd that it bc ndwbly

cd in ordcr to protect the Burcau a crypcopapku: aycum ) . o - i ;
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émeglf;: ::;ﬁr, Mrs, Virro Liuzzo, bét:ie:xl: - - i
2 and ontgomery, -abama, on 3/25/65
sac o amgham has additionally advised that — e "
Haynev;‘fle ;ppeared in Circuit court, ;-."*e"?\ﬁ;.,: _g ::- 15‘; ,P:A‘“’“‘ L - a"‘-:::“- .
subpoeng, P /3/65, in response to defenpe  i» %3 ST AR = ""-—“"'3'"" -~
oo . Wirmr to appearance, SAC Ingram
T th era.ﬂ:mental attorney who
SAC with letter from Attorney

f:;i::tligiﬂ‘y .togbt: . ‘sc0pte) and conditions of _
given by SAC, As entire b i .- | ,
Y M L e > -

lay spent hear;

€aring motions and -
N sele 3 " el i O . * - oo ._'
:A‘C not called as witness, When coctmg jury, T R g T, YT SRR
ﬂ;oumed, defense counse] advised uIn ott :ﬁg;_;}g{-ff_ﬁ*j;:;\f*;:ﬁ:’ﬁ, AR
ecessary for SAC Ingram to appear in co o — , p— e

ntil morning of 5/6/65.
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12 PM CST URGENT 5/3/65 VFP
") DIRECTOR

..l- “/ oy 9
| rsznzgnoms. ETALs MRS. VIOLA LIUZ2@, ET AL-VISTTM.

Te g an o me e e g e e - e T e e e e g e e e e e

e

noan.:“; 744~1245/

A}
YRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER AGAINST SUBJECT COLLIE WILKINSY . ..°/ _i
18AN MAY THREE, INSTANT, AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA. TWO MOTIONS |
RE FILED BY.DEFENSE COUNSEL MATT MURPHY AND WERE RULED ON -
* COURT, THE FIRST CONTESTING THE JUSTICE OF THE COURT .-
CAUSE OF PUBLICITY ATTENDANT TO ANNOUNCEMENT ON SUBJECTS
:REST BY-PRESIDENT JOKNSON WAS DENIED. A SECOND MOTION TO
Tzay15¥ STATE VITNESSES GARY THOMAS ROVE AND LEROY HOTON

.S GRANTED. O @3‘5 Yy - AN

A———

WURPHY TALKED TO BOTH ROVE AND NOTONG)' HE WAS ASSISTER, . R

' RALPH ROTON,. THE PUBLIC RELATIONS NAN IN ALABANA FOR THE _

P L I T

RECORDING Eﬁiji‘ijiﬁ. " THE

- ﬁ-

"0 oy

E REC
SULTS OF HoWES'INTERVIEV HAVE BEEN FURNISHED IN SEPARATE
D PAGE !NH'ooooooo-o T

)

ITED KLANS, ROTON iiﬁii_'ﬁi.;'.

- ]

oy ¥ : | MR, BELMONT FCR THE DIRECTOR
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LETYPE,

'OM JURY PANEL.

" NINE AM MAY FOUR, NEXT,

ESULTS OF INTERVIEV WITH MOTON ARE NOT XNOWN,
THRE BALANCE OF THE DAY WAS SPENT IN SELECTING JURORS

- o fiw 4

COURT ADJOURNED AT FOUR FIFTY PM AT WHICH _
.ME A JURY WAD BEEN SELECTED AND TRIAL 1S SCHEDULED TO PROCEED

DISSEMINATION OF LETTERHEAD MEMORANDA CONCERNING DEFENSE

TNBSSES

-FESGED FORVANED WITH BIRMINGHAM AIRTELS APRIL TVENTYNINE ——rrom—o=s
10 THIRTY, LAST, TO CIRCUIT SOLICITOR ARTHUR GAMBLE HAS BEEN

WPLETED.
™
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Memoranum - e
el
. Mr, Belmont oate: April 29, 1965 Q:g:;,%
Sulliven
. Tovel e,
om : AJRos 1-Mr. Belmont ' 7’4:’.;"&...
: ) 1 ~ Mr, Rosen u.;"_lr
3 & 1 - Mr, Malley M
BJECT EUGE THOMAS ET AL, 1 - Mr, McGowan .
'VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. = VICTIMS 1 - Mr, Hines G &)r
CNIL RIGHTS | ' —=F.
g
 With the forthcoming trial in state court of subject e / o0
Collie LeRoy Wilkins for the murder of Mrs, Liuzzo, which is S R
scheduled to begm Monday, May 3, 1965, at Hayneville, Alabama, g
the question arises as to the desu'abﬂ.lty of an Agent bemg present G-s
in the courtroom during the proceedings, - C - : R | -

R will be necessary that Agents be available to insure
complete protection of our informant during the period that he is
in Hayneville for the purpose of testifying, Following the completion
of his testunony, he should depa.rt from the area, and 1t should not
be necessary for Agents to remain,

The state prosecutor has indicated to Inspector Joseph o
Sullivan that he desired to have as few " Federal Agents" as possible -

at the frial, It is realized that several FBI Agents will necessarily *

be used as witnesses by the prosecutor. Other FBI Agents may be N
necessary as rebuttal witnesses following the testimony given by the
defiense, It is also known that the Depar tment plans to have an

attorney at Hayneville during the trial,

RECUHME NDATION

oy
A

Since Inspector Sullivan will be in close touch with the state
prosecutor and can follow the proceedings through him, and as the - .
prosecutor has indicated that he does not desire "Federal Agents" around,’
it is recommended that we do not have an Agent sitting in the courtroom

l observing the proceedings, The presence of Agents if known would, of

course, be the subject of considerable comment by Alabama news media

‘, - o o4 28001-290

C(LM/ca% " q&ﬁs “CONTISNED -~ OVER ..
o | _

? & WAY 51965

LA dabbalNY /4

/ o .

l EX 103
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Memorandum to M1  Belmont
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL,

and would not in any way assist in the handling of the prosecution,
Agdnts who will necessarily be present to afford protection for our
t and to appear as witnesses for the prosecution will be

instracte
instructed to remove themselves from the courtroom and the area
just as soon as they have finished heir specific assignments, '

K oaniol w

|
Q/{M? o \/ .
_ _ Gf‘\zv'




. $/3/65
PLAIN TEXT

ELETYPE URGENT | :i

R

.TO"SA’C MOBILE
FRON'I DIRECTOR FBI

" EUGENE THOMAS ET AL ; MRS, VIOLA LIUZZO, ETAL. —
DASH VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS. :

WITH REGARD TO THE TRIAL OF SUBJECT COLLIE LEROY

WILKINS WHICH BEGAN IN STATE COURT, LOWNDES COUNTY,
ALABAMA, THIS DATE, IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT IT WILL BE
NECESSARY FOR AGENTS TO BE AVAILABLE TO INSURE COMPLETE
PROTECTION OF OUR INFORMANT DURING THE PERIOD - . HE IS
IN BAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA, AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF TESTIFYIN
HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE STATE PROSECUTOR'S DESIRE THAT AS
FEW "FEDERAL AGENTS:‘ AS POSSIBLE BE AT THE TRIAL, YOU
MUST !NSURE THAT AGENTS WHO WILL NECESSARIL_Y BE PRESENT_
TO AFFORD PROTECTION FOR OUBEJNF PRMANT AND TO APPEAR

ol kb

1 8
A8 WITNESSES FOR THE PROSEC{I'I‘I N ARE lﬁgTRUCTED TO REMOV

W CE iR BURCAY O‘HF;:;U
h & DEPARIMENT o &

: 15 L~ cmmumcmous SzCTioN

8 MAYS 1965
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4 Alds,

TO SAC MOBILE
HIIOTND MIIMMIAC T A Y
SVULNLG A OVNIAS, L

W et oy

M AND THE AREA JUST AS SOON

R
ED THEIR SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS.
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UNITED STATES cOf:RNMENT _ - ey A
Memoranc im N g

— - Conred

- Felt L]
. Mr, Belmont pate: May 4, 1965 - Eli&
- , 1 - Mr, Mohr Tavel.
: A. ?los@[/ l- Mr. Ca.l.laha.n - . ;;::‘nm__
< 1 - Mr, Sullivan G
L € _ 1 - Mr,. Belmont

yecr: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, 1 - Mr. Rosen L

VIOLA-1JUZZO, ET AL. ~ VICTIMS 1 - Mr, Malley ‘ s
CIVIL RIGHTS | 1 -~ Mr, McGowan u,u fes

1 - Mr, Hines 7 df

. ! ,/ ] ,:f"..,;‘ . | Y . .
4 ._ -' i, %/‘/[ ‘gg.w% 18 MAY 6 1965 é /}/Z.,v'/

|

!l

/16—

—

Inspector Joseph Sullivan in Selma, Alabama, has
telephonically advised that the Circuit Solicitor, Arthur Gamble,
has requested a verification or documentation of payments which |
have been made to the informant (Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr.) OVer ———m—sr—=-—s-n
a period of years. According to Sullivan, the Solicitor desiresto o
have some written record if possible to support testimony of . ~
Agents that payments had been made to this informant for a é
substantial period of time.

-- It should be noted that the Department had previously .
instructed SAC Ingram of the Birmingham Office that he was not : -
to furnish any information whatsoever from the official files or -
records of the office in connection with his appearance at the trial’ ~

ACTION TAKEN:

This matter is being taken up with the Civil Rights Division
of the Department for a determination as to what action they desire
be pursued concerning the request of the Circuit Solicitor to support
the testimony of the Agents that payments have been made to this
informant for a substantial period of time. ‘
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FEDERAL(%'"JREAU OF INVE%'""IGATION

riNG OFFICK OFFICE OF ORIOIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
IOBILE : MOBILE 4/3/65 “4Z3/85 - 4/3/65
oF CASE 1 REPORT MADE BY =Y

has, "]
R

EUGENE ‘YHOMAS ; . _BAF b') bir
ET AL/} z .*
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka; 4

LEROY JEROME' MOTON - vxcrms

REFERENCE: 7

report of sA (IR 3/30/65, at wovile. w1 L
Report of 5_4/1/65, at Mobile.

PN

| LEAD: | 1/

THE MOBILE DIVIS ION

AT SELMA ALABAMA and MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

Will follow prosecutive action.

. )’i,]ﬁ‘ri
/. (b
/

= AR N O
MADE : L/r . -
~ [ Y '.' j -
5)- Bureau Qr //L g///£"9 74#&0— 4
1 - USA, Montgomery, Ala. ~ K
1 - Departmental Attarney RS
Montgomery, Ala, .o 21 APR -6 1965 ! \---—-—---
4 - Birmingham e ' -
" (1 = USA, Birmingham) N | ‘
> = Mobile °“(44-1245) iy
< -1'.-‘ ki [ [N 0t -
DISSEMINAYTION nr.couo OF ATTACHED REFONT “‘;TAm
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MO 44-]245

DETAILY
2

On April 1, 1965, the following report was
received from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory,

Washington, D. C.
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MO  44-1245

-! On April 2 Division advised L‘k/
that they bhad mterviwedw at Nashville.
Tennessee and he advised as follows: I

He first met Victim LYUZZO in Selma, Alabama,
about ¥arch 17 or 18, 1965, where he and LIUZZO had arrived
tor Civil Rights work.  L1UZZO volunteered her 1963 Oldsmobile
F yce in transportstion of Civil Rightse workers, including
ﬁ Victim stayed in a Se«lma housing project apartment with
[s]

family and during the march from Selwma to Montgomery,
March 21 « 25, 1Y%865. LIUVZZ0 walked in the march while her car

was vsed extersively on the marcr“by several integrated
t.

groups of Civil Rights workers. also said that I.EROY "-=—_~~T777
MOTON, Negro male victim, was wit O the night of the '
slaying and that MOTON had used LIUZZO's car extensively.

LAVZZ0 was last seen by in Montgomery,

Alabama, on March 25, 1965, about 3:30 p. m-u 4:00 p.m. upstairs
1n the Dc-‘!tf*r Avenue Baptist Church where fainting and ill
victims of the warch were resting.

He does nont recall if LIUZZO was 111 at the time

-nor.does he kpow if LIUZZ0O was ever treated by = doctor while

she was in Alabama.

LI1UZZ0O planned to return to D i chigin,
with “in her csr, stopping en route at nome 1in
Rashville, however, after victim's slayiog in Alabama,-

nade other travel arrangments.




AO 44-1245
LE:gmh ‘
|
The Philadephia Office on April |, 1965, forwarded a Certification of
irth for Mrs. LIUZZO. '

This Birth Certificate was signed by C, L. WILBAR, JR., and was dated
Aarch 3l, 1965, bearing the seal of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania under the
Jumber 451409, It certified that in file No. 56399-25 a record of birth was filed

n April 18, 1925, showing that on April 1l, 1925,in Pike Run Township, Pennsylvania, .

+ female child, VIOLA'FAUVER GREGG, wos born to HEBER GREGG ond EVA,
vaiden name WILSON.
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i

; 5 contacted &t her piace of residence, at ¥

which time she furnished the following information: @
-

-

3 ¥

e ndvised that she is employed as
Alabama.

n Marc 965, she finished her day's work at
the t about 6:00 PN that evening and
went directly home. he advised that she has a three-year

0ld child which necessitates her vnffing home around £:-00 Du

=atl 2L ALE TWiIiatell ATCGESSS LA SESSTES aasis

each evening., She advised th as a maid who takes caAre
of her child during the day. ~fter observing photo-
graphs of EUGENE THOMAS, COLLI WILKINS, GARY THOMAS —rrrem—

ROWE, JR., and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATOV, advised that she could
Dot recognize any of these individuals as being persons she
had ever seen. 8She was also shown photographs of a 1962
Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, and advised
that she could not identify this car as being one that she
ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe.

She could furnish no informztion concerning the
killing of Mrs, VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO which occurred on Highway
#80 east on the evening of March 25, 1965.

/’

. —

3/31/65 . __ Selma, Alabama File § Mobile 44-1245

82 and b 7b - . e“, ‘
_ : bah A Date dictated 4/1/65 .

document contains neither recommendations noc conclusiona of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl and 1a lesnsd te .

sgency; it and its contenta are not 10 be distributed outside your agency.
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‘D.|‘ AF ;.1 29 1965

Selma, was contacted and

m THOMAS, Sheriff's Office,

Biraingham, Alabama, SO Number 113073, date of photograph

March 26, 1965; COLLIE LERCY WILKINS, Sheriff's Office

Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number unknown. date of photo-

graph Msrch 26, 1965; WILL12M ORVILLE EATON. Sherifr's Office,

Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number urknown, photograph dated

March 26, 1965; and GARY THOMAS ROWE. JR.. Sheriff's Offlmow‘”‘“"

Bzrmxnaham. Alabama, SO Number 113076, dated March 26,

1965. She stated that she was unable to 1dent1fv

any of these photographs as individuals known to her.”

She advised ofter viewing the photograph
of a 1962 Chevrolet, red and white in color, that she did
not obserwve this car in ths vicinity of the Silver Moon
Cafe March 25, 1965.

She could not furnish any information in
connection with the murdexr of VIGLA GREGG LlUZZO which
tcok place on Highway 80 East, Selma, Alabama, March 25,
1965
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place of employ- §
) - ¥
3

Hadvised that he is a regular customer of the
Silver Moon Caie (SMC) and goes there once or twice a week
normally to drink beer ©on his way home from work. He could not
recall specifically whether he was at the SMC the night of

March 25, 1965, but if he had been there, he probably would bhave
left around 7:00 PM.

He advised he had no information as to who may have
been involved in the murder of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO.

after observing EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAN — —— -
ORYILLE ’ LLIE LEROY WILKINS, and GARY THOMAS ROYE, JR.,
advised that he could not recognize any of these individuals
as being persons he had ever seen. He was shown photographs
of a 1962 Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, also
and advised that he could not identify this car as being one
that he ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe.

— -
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INTERVIEWS WITH VARIOUS
KU KLUX KLAN MEMBERS AND FORMER MEMBERS
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elma,

mation:
. | G
. He advised that he was_ merly affiliated with the. i

Eu Klux Klan at Selma, Alabama.

not been affiliated with the Kla e past several years.

stated he was never formerly 1nitiated 1nto
the Klan but paid his dues and was intending to become a
member but due to the amount of time taken up by his business
he was unable to attend meetings.

stated he is not presently active in the Klan
and does not know of any present activity of the Klan in the
Selwma, Alabama area. - e

also advised he has e

abama, Iurnishe e b7c
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e ©c
Date - 4/2/65

- Selma, Alcboma, was

nterviewed at his P ace of employment, t Selma, ")?&
AL L. dotend —o Eollmes £
1"]90"'“]:. —J‘—Vlm Q5 TONI0WRT -

He is ashamed of the fact that he was once a member of Klavern No. 47,

J. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Kian {(USK,KKKK). tated he
iwvined the Klan approximately five or six years ago and only attended two meetings

it Selma. He voluntarily left the Klan as he became disillusioned. He initially
ioined thinking it was primarily o social organization; however, ofter attending
-wo meetings he learned that they preached white supremacy and he felt they were

<
1 somewhat radical group.

*advnsed that to the best of his knowledge the Klan has not been _
1ctive 1n deima, Alaboma, areo for fhe pust four years. He has not receivedany —— .7 -

nformation that they inten

At the time Hoin d the Klan
Isader of the Klavern No, was oes not know i

is presently active in any Klan organization. The initiation fee was $12.50 anc

is unable to recall the amount of monthly dues. The Klavern ot that
ime met in office space above the Tillman Drug Company, Selma.
was unable to state who occupied or rented the space used by the Klan at that
+ime for their meetings.

After ottending one meeting ot Selma ,qwus initiated into the
Klan at Prattville, Alobama., He wuos unable to recall the exact i ation. A
Ye advised he took the initiation ot Prattville as he was told there was no
¥lor member or members in Selma capable of performing the initicting ceremony.
is unable to recall any of the details of the initiating ceremony,
*o the lapse of time. He olso stated that inasmuch as he only attended two meetings,

e is unable to recall any other members of Klavern No. 47 at that time.

”smred that ot the two meetings he attended, he did not hear
any member discuss any plans for violent action agoinst any individual or group.
stated should he learn of the Klan reactivating in the Selma, Alabama,

grqds OF uncover any plans for violent action, he will immediately notify the F8l,
ma,
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Date b, £i 196

1l: i
* : Alabama, - -1
was interviewed at the and -he
furnished the following inform

=s tated he was visiting in Montgomery,

B
Alabama, on March 16, 1965, and that America is a free
country and it was "nore of the governmert's d--~- business"
as to why he participated in the klan mocorcade on that
date. o

qwas asked if he were a member of the
klan and he advised that his father was a klan member, I q
a

but he refused to state specifically that he was a

member of the Ku Klux Klan.
advised the announcement to appeau

in Montgomery ior e motorcade was broadcast over the
radio but he refused to specify any of the details as
to who -made the announcement or as to what was said.

qstated that he had never been
interviewed by ¢ FBI before and that he had never
been arrested for any type of criminal viclation. He

stated he was a God fearing man and has attended church
all of his life.

. During the conduct of the interviewm
maintained a very arrogant, cocky attitude an ed

he would refuse to furnish any specific information :
about the Ku Klux Klan in the _ area.
The following description of_

was obtained through observation and inte ew:
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_, Resident Address - L p ]

Alabama, telephone D ] /;V

was interviewed in a Bureau Car
Alabama. fumished the
thlormation:

Qadvised that h> had bcen a member of
the United Ku Kiux Klan for approximately one and one-half

vears. He stated after sdmittinc to being a merber of

Q.

information about other members or meeting places for
thz=ir klavern,

ar. Mnntnnmprv. Alahama, on March 16, 1863, and cthat he

e stated he had participated ia the molorcade - — —
o S i SR Fer SRSl T rie REMAS WEA AW [ e Ve f WMEINE il AW st
had been noth‘ed about the motorcade through n radio .
announcenen*. lie advised the radio announcement was made
by the White Citizen's Council requestina all white
citizens to apprar in Mcentgomery and demonstrate for

the:r civil rights.

—stated he felt the klan was a fine,

worthwhile crganization but that if he ever developed
information that members of the klan were to commit
violenze, he would furnaish this information to Burezu

| the organization that hewqg;lgnot furnish any further

Agents.
Jailntained a very
. . A= -
cooperative attitude during thc entire interview.

The following description cf—

was obtained through observat10 ard interview:

3= 30-55 ';, Greansharn Fu.! MO 152-651

7C =5
_ et diced 331065
‘oen-.nl contalne neliher locannondul!c!n !ﬂuim of the FB1. It 4a the property of the FBI end a lml to

r mgency] i and its contenis sfe Boi 1o be distribuisd cutslds your mgeacy.

—
— —— ———
. — - S A . - - - —— T -
& wEC ey - s = . P I L B e, % e R g R
b ‘ .c‘. - g R o A "‘o,'.'" - - - -y gy S P . {'0 F IO s e - P "4‘ = "
- - - - B A el e P - - -~ o - - s - SR -
- - [ ’ N . - - - LR 3

\
N
:
i
i
i

q
]
¢
i
H
[
¢
i
i
1
;




d &7%2/65

1 - ’ ' " Date
, employed 76
~as & furnished the
following information: _ 3
- He advised he was formerly affiliated with Klavern 47

of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Selma, Alabama. He further'’
advised he has not been associated with the Klan for
-and was in the Klan for about

stated he does not plan participating in any
Klan actiVities now and has no knowledge of present activity
of Klavern 47.

_ also stated he does not go along with acts of
violence which have been committed by some members of the Klan.

_advised that shortly after he got out of the ™~
Klan he received on two different occasions, cards requesting
that he pay up his dues and re-affiliate in the Klan. However,
POSEY said he had Xst interest in the Klan and would not re-
affiliate.

N
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wos lntarv‘iowed at the
Selmu Alabama, and advised the fo_ L%J
dvnsed thathewsa former member of Klavern No. 47 U. S. Klons,
Znights of the Ku Klux Klan (USK,KKKK), for a short period of tam*
Madvis«i that he could not recall the exact dates of his
nEmBersnip and stated that he attended only two or three meetings prior to severing
1is connection with the Klun.nodvised i belonged to
{lavern iil il iii ixo!fed yclops WS%
: tated he does not recall who any other members
ver e at this hlmeq:dvisad that at the meetings he attended there were only
bout ten or fifteen members .present. { _

q advised that the meeting eoﬂanded were held ino meeting holl on |
he second tioor above the Tillman Drug Store and that he could not recall who had
ented the hall or who had ownership of it at this time dvised that since the
ime he attended these meetings, this building had burne®hd had been replaced
wa one-story structure occupied by l'he Tillmon Drug Company.

e e e

advused that he wos inihated into the Klavern at o meeting which
“ook pluce i , at o time and ploce that he does not recoll.

advnsed that while he held mambership in Klavern No. 47, he does
wt recall any mention of violence or plans having bee n made by the members
o conduct violence of any type. dvised that he does not now have any -
mnowledge thot Klavern No. 47 is still in existence and stated that he would be
willing to notify the FBI should he receive any information regarding the P
suctivatior: of Kiavern No. 47 or any tontemplated violence by any individuals

in Selma, Alobama, i

R Tt e e RN TRNE N

The following description was obtained through interrogotion ond observation:
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of BC
ry disorganized during time he belonged.
vas instrumertal in getting him to jJoin
T was because he understood the Xlan

vas for segregation of the races and wvas organiszed to protect - T
segregationists, BHe sail his main objection to integration CITTE
was intermarriage, During his stay in the Nan, be participated
in burning a few crosses axd vore the gheets 02 the Xlan menbers
but denied participating in or knowing of any beatiags by Xlan
aepbers, )

-- B= got feed up with talking sbout waating to beat somecoe
that was brought up at the meetings, but said the leplers were
not for this elthsr and all the lealars waxzied to 4o war o
to things to scare or intimidate the Negro bLat some in the
Xlan wanted to k:noc.k haalds, At wvarious mestinge he attended
there wvere from 25 t0 30 individuals present but he only
attended about 15 ¢T 20 meetings during his € mopths stay dn
the Xlan. The mee :l.ngsvareuunll;held.tom Odd-Fellows
Meeting Hald

The Prattville Klan helped organize the Klan in ' -

8elma, and he ~rihed a man he believed to be nam=d

#umdhn,aﬂoﬂdtbh vas
an expert on Klan Kratt, All this man's speeches stressed
non-violence, )

He quit going to Xlan meetings after
because there was too much argu

what they were going to do. Be 4 in .dditiontoparticiptt:lng
in a fev cross bumings, he and other Klansmsn had talked €0 a
fev vhite and ¥egro drunks who they heard beat their wives 4n

order to try to straighten them out.

He denied knowing snything about a Xlan motorcede in T,

_____- b —-ﬂ on.am.a.&blﬁﬁ——

MW*MM&MMWMlQMhﬂ.Id“'II -bhmdhn! ﬁthh
Pour ageacy; it and ita centents are ast t» be distributed euiside YoUr Ggebey. .

)

- - - - cow o wm mraen e s T g e A - R TR S ]
[N . R T




“a h s e e abe I S TR ke et S it Mol atniant St ™,
* : ‘.
- - -

. . . Tae . : -

- ) ™ -
. . PN - - A - -
- * V e A -
. - -
R
T

»

2
0 105-27 8ub 19

Montgomery, Alabana, on March 21, 1965, et 7&

He belisved that the murder of Mrs. LIU220 on March 5,

1965, had dried wp &1l local remanents of Klan feeling which was
about gone,

Be said his fagpressicn “Hh ﬂnt- S—
is 8edica segregation dut 1s a Negro hater, Be e

described as a politician and said he never koev
<o encourage viclance.

" %The following description
from observation and interrogation:

c-mma
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Date _M3/65

all lavs, but to fight for segregation in the courts of the lasd, ——-—- -
&m;ndthﬂthﬂhitecitmmCMﬂltmwtutm T
affairs and has no policy in trying to influence church decisioms

below. He knows of no pPresent members of the White Citisens
Comell of Selma, Alabama, wvho has ever had any comection

with any Klan, hovever, bhe sald it is entirely possible that some
former Klan xembers are members of the White Citizens Council.

Be also stated that bs Inew nothing sbout any motorcesde

by the Klan in Montgomery, Alabama, on Sunday, March 21, 1965,
Be is positive that nane of his exscutive cameittes or nc perscm
halding responsibls position in White Citizens Council had any
comection with this motorcads or encouraged anyooe to join 1it,
He said if any menxber of the Whits Citizens Council asked anyone
to join this motorcade, they had done 80 a8 an individual and not
o8 & White Citizen Council menber and bhe has heard nothing of it.

He said to his Inowledge be has had no contact with
any Ku Klux Xlan officers at any tim,
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He said be has Dever been a msmber of sny Xt Xlux Klsn
but vas contacted in 1957 by an unknown individual who does not
reside in Belma, Ala., to jJoin a local Klan. He said he

Bemoxpcnlqthatmanighttvomnvhonmlhedoe
know but who are not from the Selma area came Dy his house
sheets and hools and he vent with them in their car riding

Belma and out through eocuntry roads and dack to his house
said no activity took place and this drive waz supposed
for the purpose of encouraging him ¢o join the Xlan, He sadd
bhe refused and has never filed an application, naver attended s
meeting, and never paid any dues to any Klan organirstion.

i+ _-q.-..- u,....ult i

refused.

in -
%o .

: 3

e
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N TR s isted that be 414 not knov the mames er
ddentities in any way of the persons who had countacted him $o
Join tbs Klan, and eould furnish no information as to how they
£ot his nane or why they selected him to become a member,
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$ intefviewed mm
Selma s Alabama, bm/
he tollowing: | ]

. — . ..‘“:;Hf-.
- ﬂudvised he wos o former member of Klaverm No. 47, -

'J. S. Klons, Kpights of the Ku Klux Klen (USK,KKKK) for a short period of time =~ &

dvised he could not recall the exact '

lates ot his membership and stated he attended only two meetings prior to severing
1is connection with the Klan, dvised that during the period of

‘ime he belonged to Klavern No. e believes that the Exclted Cyclops was
*but that he could not be certain of this. #de«! that
ve does not recall who any of the other members were during this period of time.

_ advised that at the meetings he attended there were only about ten
¥ fitteen members present,

e m——— S VU

i .

dvised that he could not recall where these neehngs o
vere held byt stated that they were in the downtown area of Selma, Aloboma

=nd that they were on the second floor of a building in this urea.”
wdvised he did not know who held ownership of this hall nor eny of the detcils

soncerning ifs rental.

necting whlc! was co'wened in

Joes not recall. —

_:dvused that while he held membership in Klavern
No. 47 he does not recoli any mention of violence or any plans having been
"nade by the members to conduct violence of any type. advised

e does not now have any knowiedge thai Klavern No. 47 is stiti in existence

mnd stated ke would be willing to notify the FBI should he receive any information
- -egarding the reactivation of Klavern No. 47 or any contemplated violence by

ny individuals in Selma, Alobama.

was lnmoted into the Klan at a
f, the time and ploce he

. The following description was obtained through .inferrogation and
bservation: . :

S
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T .
wd odvised he was tormerly o member of Klavem No. 47 of the K.
e

" o _YYE

¥ . [

‘urther advised he has not been active in the Klavern in over five years, an
10 plans of reactivating in the Klan, ,

F further stated he knows of no present activity o Klavemn No. 47
and could tumish no information as toany activities now being engaged in by any

Klavem.

b
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U. 5. KLANS, KNIGHTs OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, INC.,

A source odvised on October 12, 1956, that ELDON LEE EDWARDS organized :
a new klan group in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1953. This organization received a corporate

. charter in Georgia in October, 1955, under the name U.S. Klons. The some s ,
-~ source, and a second source, advised in May, 1960, that U. S. Kians has no direct «-«WM“‘

offiliction with any previous klen group, but =.'.‘=!=zes, with only minor chonges,

the klan kloran or ritual written in about 1915 by WILLIAM JOSEPH SIMMONS
for use by the oid Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (1915-1944),

vd that the U Klons hos o it Minriwl silone smdd

-
Ihese .‘-'C‘-“ ﬂd\‘l! EYIW we -. FRERSIPE §IWE WBF s rn i WESIINE Wl FuS

- nbjectives .;i"r:promoho of Americanism, white supremacy and segregation of the
races. On numerous occasions EDWARDS announced that these cbjectives would

be attained by legal means and without violence.

The first source and a third source advised in February, 1961, that at that
time a split occurred in U.S. Klons, which resulted in o great majority of the

officers and members pulling out and forming o new klan group known as Un!ted i
Uans, Knights of the Ku Klux Kian of America, he. - S SR L

These sources advised in May, 1962, that U. S, Klons is nlmmtout o
of existence and only a few units remain. r -“,“:..M?V_ E
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