S e e e e e
R Tt R TR AL SR A
e e et e bl LA LT Y s

SRR RPN AR S R i S
N L X L MR PR L BT TN SN =

; =t S
s T

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

VIOLA LIUZZO MURDER

PART 14 OF 14

FILE NUMBER : 44-28601
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UNITED STATES GO° ‘NMENT "“5
Memoranaum A
™0 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) DATE:  8/1B/66
- ' _ 3
FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3954) (P) i g--‘
. . ;’ . ) ‘;x .
SUBJECT: EUGFNE THOMAS, ET AL; !
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, Aka.
) ET AL - VICTIMS Y
\_.' ‘ / CR; EL
Re New Orleans letter to Bureau, 6/24/66. L7C-

on B/17/66,
Fifth Circuit Court of :w Orleans, Lou

i;:i made available two copies of B;ief for Appellee, #23286,

filed 8/16/66, copy of which is enclosed for the Bureau -~ =™
and Mobile,

Will advise the Bureau and Mobile of decision
in this matter,
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EUGENE THOMASs ET AL; VIOLA GREGG L1UZZO0, AKA, ET AL - g'z'

=~

-" ‘ Iy

ON THIS DATE, USA BEN HARDEMAN ADVISED STATE OF ALABAMA

TR e e R Bl it i

HAS FILED FETITION WITH THE FIFTH CIRCUIT JUDGE JOHN GODBOLD
REQUESTING ALL I1TEMS OF EVIDENCE ENTERED IN THE TRIAL OF

SUBJECTS IN USDC, MONTGOMERY,ALA., BE MADE AVAILABLE TO e _ . )
STATE ATTORNEY FOR USE DURING STATE TRIAL OF Lo o ,e h
SUBJECT THOMAS IN HAYNEVILLE, ALA., MONDAY, NINE TVENTYSIX
NEXT. |

HARDEMAN STATES HE DESIRES AGENT PRESENT WHEN EVIDENCE
TRANFERRED 1F REQUEST GRANTED BY COURT OF APPEALE IN ORDER 7 U
10 PRESERYE CHAIN OF EVIDENCE, /q .ié?é”’

UACB, HARGEMAN'S REQUEST tnu.c%t HONORED'IN EVENT .
EVIDENCE TRANGFERRED.

é ..A,‘._“..
BIRMINGHAM ADVISED AIRMAIL. //4/ o
/ ﬂLQrJr 7 - .
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254 P_n" GENT 9-21-66 JGA
10 DfRECTOR 44-28601 AND NEW YORX

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1236

'S .
EUGENE THOMAS; ETAL; VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AXA3; ETAL - VICIIMS,

CR. EL. 003 MOBILE. o o !

s
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("~ RE MOBILE TEL YO BUREAU AND BIRMINGHAM, INSTANT DATE. -
FOR INFO OF NEV YORK, ALABAMA ASSISTANT ATIORNEY GENERAL,
PONTGOMERY,-ALA. THIS DATE ADVISED SUBJECT THOMAS SLATED ron TRIAL
IN CIRCUIT COURT, LOWNDES COUNTY, HAYNEVILLE, ALA., AT ONE PM,. 31
SEPTEMBER TWENTYSIX, WEXT. ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL DESIRED SA
- BE PRESENT FOR TRIAL AND PREPARED TO PRESENT SAME TESTIMONY AS (

: {; _‘_
DURING PREVIOUS TRIALS. e T 87/d

. -

vacz sA (RN +iLL 4PPEAR AS NECESSARY VITHESS I

-REGARD TO ABOVE DESCRIBED TRIAL. ONE AIRMALL COPY to noalu:. oruzn

OFFICE ADVISED SEPARATELY. “0_5\ vz / Y -CJ/ )(;;p |
END _ p e S
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ettt
TO DIRECTOR (443128601) g, O e |
FROM MOBILE (44-1245) 2P ~ {;”*4< o
% F .. i
~ B he
EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL3 VIOLA GREIG Lluzzo, AKA, ET AL = VICTINS, :
. ke v e i s ol
ER; EL. ©00: WOBILE. . _ T
] - ; . .:“_'g ' . . f\
: g W
REHOTEL T0 BUREAU, SEPTEMBER s:xtszu LAST.% : o A

ON THIS DATE, USA BEN HARDEMAW, nonteontnv. ALABAﬂA, HADE
AVAILABLE ORDER 1SSUED BY FIFTH DISTRICT count OF APPEALS Ve
JUDGE JOHN C. GODBOLD SEPTEMBER NINETEEW, SIXTYSIX IN couuzctlon -
VITK REQUEST OF THE STATE FOR RELEASE OF CERTAIN EVIDENCE FROM
THE CLERX OF USDC, MDA, THIS ORDER READS L PAnt_ns FOLLOIS: D

“THi 61D MOTION IS GRANTED SUBJECTET E FOLLOWING ‘ ’
. 2/ s DV AD 7L/k{
couoxr:ous: OKE, THE 1TEMS OF zvxnsncz BHALL BE RELEASEn__.._____*,

IRTO THE TEMPORARY CUSTODY OF A REPRESEHTATIVE OF THE mezsm
BUREAU OF IlVESl’IGATIDl AND SHALL REMAIN IN HIS CUSTODY—IL v .

ALL TIMES EXCEPT WHEN ADMITTED 1NTO vanzncz ¢4 Abnltrsn){
_AFTER CONPLETION OF THE STATE tRIAL 5 -,

"*’,’ b
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IN SAID STATE TRIAL,
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA, ALL OF SA1D
EVIDEKCE (INCLUDING ANY PLACED IN EVIDENCE) SHALL BE TAKEN |

BACK INTO THE CUSTODY OF A REPRESENIATIVE OF THE raoznanlf' |
BUREAU- OF INVESTIGATION AKD RETURNED 10 THE CLERK OF THE b:?_f
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF By
 ALABAMA," | . | . s '11'“ N
UACB, THE EVIDENCE INCLUDED IN THE MOTION FILED BY THE

5¢A(r OF sLABAMA WILL BE OBTAINED FORM CLERK OF USDC SEPTER- °
BER TVENTYTHREE NEXT BY A BUREAU AGENT AND MADE AVAILABLE "% “-°
FOR STATE USE IN CIRCUIT COURT IN LOWNDES COUNTY MORNING or

SEPTEMBER TWENTYSIX MEXT. =~~~ ' = .- - ;?‘%.“T_;: ,,{ﬁffx,
BIRMINGHAM ADVISED AIRMAIL, -P. TR R
- . SO e TS Lms v ;l- e T
END ‘ G R “If-. *a
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UNITED STATES GG, NMENT : o il
' ' =
Memorandum - S
Felt —
TO © Mr .a;Lonch vate. September 21, 1966 Lﬂo;:?i
s 1 - ¥r, Deloach T
rRom : A§ Rosen(z f 1 - Mr, Rosen Rk
L4 1 - nr. ualley
- 1 - Mr. McGowan h- (L
SUBJECT: EUGENE TIIONAS; BT AL, ; 1l - Mr, Hines \
: VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL, =~ 1l = Mr, '1Cka )
VICTIMS . \ A
CIVIL RIGITS:; ELECTION LAWS :
00: MOLILE '

On September 16, 1966, the State of Alabama filed

a motion with the Fifth U, B. Circuit Court Judge John
. Godbold, rcquesting that all items of evidence entered in

the trial of subjects Bugene Thomas, Leroy Wilkins, @and =~
William Eaton in U, S, District Court, Montgomery, Alabama,

be made available to the Btate Attorney for use during the
state trial of subject Thomas in Haynevilla, Alabama,_
September 26, 1966, L A - ,

- On Santamhaw 10 1068 ¥ £ Oiw ouit '“dz“

il R B e BA M A -l--l J»olvv e ™a Wwihid WwHWldA T oW

Godbold issued an order granting the motion ©f the gtate
-for relznse of the evidence from the Clerk of the U, 8.
District Court, Middle District of Alabams. The otder
grants the motion of the state on the condition that the
items of evidence be released by the Clerk of the District
Court to the custody of a representative of the FBl1 and
shall rcmain in bis custody except when admitted into -
evidence in the state trial., After completion of the state
trial. all of the evidence shall be returned to tha Clerk
of the District Court by the representative of the ¥BI, . o

It 15 noted that the State of Alabama is bringing
subject Dugene Thomas to trirl on Beptember 26, 1966, on
charges of murdering Mrs, Viola bLiuzzo in Hlynavllle,
Alabama, on March 25, 1965, -In April, 1865, all three
subjects were 1nd1cted by the state on -urder charges, They

-were grantcd n severance, and subject Wilkins was tried by

. the state in May, 1965. This trial ended in a hung jury.
Willkine mqn nnn{q triod hy tha state in Santambar. 1065 . and

F A Ny - ame TN G e . S - e g

was ncquitted. All three of the subjects wore tried in U, S.
District Lourt on Federal Civil Bights charges and were_

. - 0y .
7 . - ) :
: ' com‘munn ~1OVER ,25 m -
- - L .' ~ e, * e _J -
. e F I ©. .“
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Rosen to leloach Memorandum
RE: 4ﬁypENE THOMAS; ET AL, o T

fognd guilty by the Jjury on December 3, 1965, Each of the
Bubjjects vas sentenced to ten years in prison, Subjects_
Eugene Thomas and William Eaton were never tried on the
murder chnrges by the state. Subject William Eaton suffered
& beart attack on iarch §, 1906, and died, -

-

» Lu il '.r.s'.., '
[
. . ‘

The evidence now in the custody of the U, B.
District Court, which the state has now requested for use
in the state trial of Eugene Thomas, is evidence primarily
developed in the FBI's investigastion of the shooting and
consists primarily of the murder weapon and bullets and
material obtained at the crime scene search., Any such -
evidence produced in the state trial -will necessarily have ~ -
to be introduced by the Agents who obtained the evidence.
The United States AttorneyBen Hardeman, Middle District of
Alabama, has advised that it would be desirable for a
Bureau representative to be present when the evidence is
transferred from the District Court to the state and %

jreturﬁeﬁ_in order to preserve the chain of evidence,

ACTION: The evidence included in the motion filed by

the Btate of Alabama will be obtained by a Bureau Agent

from the Clerk of the U, B, DPistrict Court and made
availablic for state use ip Tircuit Court, Lowndes County,
Alabama, on September 26, 1966, at the trial of Eugene
Thomas, Agents will testify as to their obtaining the
evidence and the examinations made of the evidence if called
upor %o do so, = ¢ _ I | = - . ¥
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Date:  9/00/56 | |
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Tronsmit the fbiwinq in |
{Typc in plaintext or code) : IR
Vig - AIRYEL _ | 3‘
F {Priority) 1 L
e e e o e o — — — ————— —— — —— ————— — ——— — ——— — —— § I - —
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601)
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK.{44-1140)
5
..oy . SUBJECT: EUGENR THOMAS, ff;,. s g wm et e
' ET AL Cow Rk
, VIOLA GREGG LUIZZ0 alke;
g ET AL - VICTIMS .. @0 t.7°°
CR; EL . SSRCI _
O (oo-MOBILE) .. -.-5, P
F - I E :" SO puy ~13, % "-:‘ : ”"5‘.’ - |
Re Birmingha.m tcletype to Director l.nd NY,
9/21/66' :' . &- ) ‘, " i

Fridey, ©/22/66 and fly to Birmingham, 9/25/66: B4

will retrr to Washington, D, C., “via plane and retum;
to NYC vi= POA. Cost to government will not* exceed' 1

cast of trip from NY to Bimingham. Acent will be %&L"n
ennual. lesve I-riday. Fer diem will not ltart ,till
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oncs, on GHENENEN on swpoia 1n - |
instant ~nase, will drive FUA to wWashington, D, C., 5“""‘ - '
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EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA. ET AL - VICTIMS.

CRy EL. OO0 MOBILE., O Cevaa "'2'
TR, v R A -""i'“
_ _ <R

- ALABAMA KSSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, ‘JOE BRECK aanrr.J*‘
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, THIS DATE STATED TRIAL OF sustcr THOMAS -
IN CIRCUIT COURT, LOWNDES COUNTY, HAYHEVILLE, lLABAHA. 1s 8ET
~ FOR ONE P.M., SEPTEMBER TWENTYSIX NEXT, srnrz DESIRES FOLLDH-
ING AGENTS TO BE PRESENT TO PRESENI sans TESTIMONY' AS DURIIG

PREVIOUS TRIALS: SA — FBI Lnaonnonx; E?C-
» — _ BIRNI NGHAN; avD —
———— -

—or MOBILE varsmgn 2 o6 |
e A :
“EG-\ 1// %(’Fm”/ 7/;....—-:
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FBI !
. g — Date:  9/19/66 E R
Transmit the foldpwing in“ ! -' E-
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Via Am!{’l‘-’ ! - ;:-
- {Priority) i
________________________________________________ i._......-.-.-.-.r-
A A .
. .
T0 : DIRECTOR, FBI {44-25601) Y | .
- o
FROM : 5AC, MBIIE (4k- 19&5)(9) Q . .
: ‘ ok
SUMLCT: EU“LN‘_“ II&{ONA ET AL R _‘& i.au-.&-, ,-u.-r:a ? . nh-q R
¥ V10LA OREGG LIUZZO, aka. ;", Ty B RSCae aes R
&l AL - VICTIiB e et R :
Ch - EL L, . } ,;?'." ‘
. X - E X .\;-. E - *::,"' RN
. : <4, : .;.i * S B
~ eiDtel,’ 9/16/66. AT T e N’ s
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Senior Res 1c‘em: Agent.*Belm,
Alohoeg ._..;:

e dece ot Imuw, the name of the efenec atlorney
':! ! %3

ANBSINEIN I ithdravn Tf.m the case,

(¥ 7 Burenv
2 -~ Hablic

JRC : puv BT )
(5) o P
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% ] Tb‘ ; /
[ & piwnc’
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SCIVee 97 13/00 with g subpoena on behalf of the o A,
Defendam e 1netant casc to appedr in lodal’ court’at Hayne- b

Vilie, A).oana on 9/26/C6. ,USA TEN HARDLMAN ntgemery, Ala.,
uac advla;( , and he hae no'ob eetion to SA xesporiding.
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FBI WASH DC
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lzstm/csrunst:nr 9/26/66 TEB . ‘ {,
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FROM MOBILE 44-1245 2Ps o . Y A
f;‘&l o P ) BN ts s Eé l’ d. ,&i
6 AL . } -t

EUGENE THOMAS: ET ALl tVIOLA BREGG LIUZZO. lklot ET AL ﬂ

" i h:_ e ‘ - : n.-. . r = ‘#ﬂ -n:a.m .
_ - 'VICTIMS. TR = EL, {.a! o Moy “‘.'H " B
| by 2 - 5 .
+ vt e R
REMOTEL, SEPTEMBER IVENTYASIX, ANSTART, gf‘.‘.e‘ ,' E CYO

JOE BRECK GANTT, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY, GENERAL,;STATE ’DF .
ALABAMA, PRESENTED I’HE MONTGOMERY RESIDENT AGEHCY;IITH A LiSTT )0

S48

OF SEVENTY-FIVE NAMES ON TKE VENIRE FROM WHICH A PITTY JURY

IS TO BE DRAWN IN CONRECTION VITH THOMAS' IRIAL. *us nzou:stzn -

A# IWOICES CHECK TO DETERMINE ANY KLAW counscuons on ‘ncw. o | &

1sVULYEMENT, RESULTS OF 1WDICES CHECK \m.l, WOt 13 ﬁiUEﬁ} GARTT ‘

*UNTIL BUREAU APPROVAL IS RECEIVED, nom.: un!cté lssnxvs ;‘} K }
.AS ‘!0 ARY DEROGATORY TNFORMATION CBNCERH!  1e] BIITTBE.C’IJ}H*:HL Vb ;
DURING THE uonnma oF INstAnt nni,’ couu;’t;l. nussrimn _'.9 ... f

THE VENIRE. ACCORDING T0 REX THOMAS,: AP, EXCUSES HAVE stgﬂ_ 4 | :lﬁ

ACCEPTED, ARD THE VENIRE 1S nov nzoucsn .to mm-rgo.%‘ﬂg T‘f ’ '

TVENTY-ONE OF WHOM ARE NEGROES. COURT RECESSED ,_'_;E:E"f'.'r a.u.{_._,-f\_‘__ ‘

iNSTANT PATE, UNTIL EIGNT THIRTY A.u. SEPTEMBER® TVENTY-SEVEN ;-ﬁ. |
. . ¢ .o y
NEXT. ‘biconm N rqi,pjoms. ‘AR AGREEWENT VAS.REACHED amssn ﬁ
i1 | .

END r?qu, "ﬂl ‘-3 ? }1£:j,:}*“b h’_n.
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COUNSELS THAT TRIAL WOULD CONMENCE SEPTEMBER { inry-szvzn;?usxr. -
ARD BE COMPLETED SEPTEMBER T!Eutv-ssvsa. NEXT. 4SBUREAU WILL BE
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' Mr. Wick
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™ nri. <Ssloach " oate: September 23, 1966 - ‘e
. — 7"’:‘—:
i - 1 - Mr, DeLoach Kﬁ?ﬁf
FROM Ac,- Rose il” 1 - Mr./Rosen Holaes e
1 - Mr, Nalley ety —
1 -~ Mr, HcGownq’:iT,CEEj’
SUBJECT : EUGENE THOMA&S; ET A.L., 1 - Mr, Hines '
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL, ~ 1 «Mr, Wick,
VICTIMS 1l - Mr, Moore
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAW-‘: 1“-3111'. Conrad
00: MOBILE . ‘ ¢ /
L

Eugene Thomas the only remaining subject charged f
by the state for the murder of Mrs, Liuzzo who has pot been '
‘w.w. . tried, is scheduled for triml Beptember 28, 1966, Bubject ...}
T Collie Leroy Vilkins was previously tried by the state and ‘f
acquitted, Thomas, Wilkins, and William Eaton were all
tried on Federal Civil Righ‘s tharges and cohvicted and |
sentenced to ten years, SubJect Iilliam taton died *a R
May, 1966, v p. 2k % e T

- [N

.. Mobile advised the state has requested that -
Special Agents Marion E, Williams of the Laboratory, =~
-Lawrence Gettings and Bdward M, Labeyt Birmingham, gnd
Archibld L. Riley and Roy lI. Eveland of Mobile, al&o appear
and testify as they did in the previous trials of mubjects.
The defcnse has subpoenacd BA Robert L, Frye to testity
concerning his interview of Leroy Moton who accomplnied
Mrs, Liunzo on the night of. the shooting. EEE :

BA Marion \?;llinmq hnn iemfifieﬂ at nmvinus .

s m R dtied 233 === okl L =

trials conccrning the triwme scene search and his examinstion
. of the murder weapon an:d bullets. 5SA's Riley and EBveland
& of Mobilc have testified regarding their finvestigation at
the crime scene and their participation in the crime sBcene
search, SA's Gettings and Lahey have testified at previous
trials concerning their arrest of Eugene Thomas and the :
search of his residence by search warrant.;{'w_ * ..;
Departmentsl Attorney Jomes Turner wae advised on
Septenber 20, 196G, of the subpoena of BA Frye and of the . ;
request of the state that the other Agents testity at Bugene .i
Thomas! stntc trial on September 26, 1966. On Beptember 22,

e s e

-y,

ﬂ e W - -

L
¥

*  196G,.Furner ndvised that thj ll)epar{:ment bad no objecnong
Enclosure; A _ W (n (5 JthE
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Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum
BE: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL.; -~
. | | i
tk SA Frye testifying for the defendant regarding his : } ~
. interview with Leroy Moton and the other Agents appearing . ¥
and testifying as they did at previous trials and stated >
that they should do so, j ‘
ACTION: Attnched for approval is a teletype to the Field
instructing the Agents to appear and testify in line,with
their testimony at pre&lous trials of thig matter, i
SA Marion E, -illiams of the Laboratory has been
advised and will testify as requested, O o .
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. Soplcmbe !96u : : é R,
GENERAL INVESTIGATI .pnnsmn $ T
Eugene Thomas, William D. Jaton, and - :

Collie Leroy W1l.l-:1ns were previously Iy

convicted in Federal court on conspiracy ’

charges relajing-to the fatal shooting of o #..: S AL RS < 5‘; 2

civil rights Worker Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on g AR '1‘_&3".5&1- ARRE TR L
) el e -

3/25/65; all geceived 10-year sentences. SO
Subject Wilkins previously acquitted in

state court régarding local charges related

to shooting. Subject Eaton died earlier

this year. Attached teletype advises

subject Thomas acquitted of local charges.
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M emorandum | S
' ’ Faelt
’ Gale
!Del.oach p’{ DATE: 9/26/66 . lﬁf;.z
Tovel =
Trother
. 1 - Mr. DeLoach 7%= -—
rROM A, 3°se"l“ . 1 - Mr. Rosen Gty 77
” _ 1 - Mr. Malley )}m ﬂ /-
svgiecT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; - 1 - Mr. McGowan
VIOLA GREGG Lmzzo AKA E'r AL. - 1-Mr, Hine:
VICTIMS - ‘ ,
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION mws v % .
o . = . PO
] .
o 2 Eugene Thomas, the only remaining subject charged by i

the State with the murder of Mrs. Viola fiuzzo who has not been tried,
is scheduled for trial in staté Court, naynevmr- ‘Alabama, today, /// 't
Subject Collie Leroy Wilkins was previo - tried by the StaTe Bnd

: ‘™
. acquitted, Thomas, Wilkins and Williar{™aton were all tried on "”;’7 2
} Federal Civil Rights charges and 'E"nncte'd ‘and sentenced to ten years. !
\ Subject ?t’ulmn.u s:.atuu died in May, I.UDO. S 1 o B i
N m of the Mobile Office called today {77C
- | and stated thal Alabama Assistant rney General Joe Breck Gantt
) who is ha hr"i"" the p"""’C"“"n of T!luxxmo, contacted the }VxﬁfitgﬁiﬁEry

| Resident Agency and requested that the names of 33 individuals ot the
. - ] Juror list from which the Thomas jury will be selected be checked through
| the indices of the Mobile Office, Gantt requested that any pertinent ‘
o infoimatios in the files of the Moblle Office inrHr-nHm Klan or R‘\M-iu&n i
council memberchip on the part of individuals on the jury list be furnished L {
to }ﬁm for his assistance in connection with the selection of the jurors. L
B o

According to _the gelection nf the jury ia to commence

=0 s—a — =¥ F=

at1pm, CST (3 pyn m. Wasﬂnan time) today, PO R

In connection with the second trial in state court of Collie Leroy

Wﬂkins in October, 1865, the Department requested that a similar check
be conducted for atate officials for their assistance and the results thereof i
orally furnished to the State Prosecutor.” This was done. The request o{ :
I Prosecutor Gantt today for similar information has been discussed with -
] Departmental attorney James Turner who requested that we wmply with

o
I\ this urrent request, " C g Y E £ . 7y -
. i . I . ' \’f \V'\'lni x .?; ::{:
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. _Memerandum to Mr. DeLoach -
: EUGENE THOMAS

¥ rprnde
. IR
’

- The Mobile Office has advised that there is nothing
derogatory in the files of that office concerning Joe Breck Gantt,
Assistant Attorney General of the State of Alabama, R is moted
that Gantt is Assistant to Richmond Flowers, the Alabama :
attorney who has been opposed to Governor George Wallace ‘n the -
manner in which Alabama has handled its integration and Negro
problems, Gantt handled prosecution of Wilkms in October, 1065,
Ky -

The Mobile OQifice has further advised that of the L
33 individuals on the list to be checked, more than half of them ™ = ===~
are Negroes and therefore, will not h.ave any Klan or cltizen
council affiliation, . e e 1 ¥

y ! ; < 7 .

The Mobile Office recommends that check of the"‘ |
indxces be made and that the United States Attorney br the .
Departmental Attorney on the scene in Montgomery, Alabama, T
~be orally advised of the results of the check and that either the *
United States Attorney or the Departmental Attorney furnish - :
the information to the Assistant Attorney Geueral of the Btate of - C
Alabama, : L t

v

EIE TS -

w*.;x

ACTION:  H approved, the Mobile Office will be authorized to * o
| Turmish orally to the United States Attorney or the Departmental .
Atiorney on the scene the results of the office indices check so” -

k
. ¢ B that such person may orally furnish the hdormauontoﬁssistant r
. . & | Attorney General Gantl.” .7 . 4 R ( s
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1 - Mr. Conrad Casper "

" Memorandum \Oioe oom s £

- . . Gdo_-

To  : __Mr. Conrad DATE: 9/29/66 !
Tavel -

mow ;1 R E JW 1- Mr. :1:;2 -l

Q _
sugject:  EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ;

AT A MHOTVAMN YITTIF TN A Tr A
A IvL S \J

i s auu, DL, 3 DX by V" A ,
, VICTIMS; CR; EL -
e
I

At the request of Alabama Attorney General Richmond Flowers,
Marion E. Williams appeared in Hayneville, Alabama, on 9/27/66, and testified
at the trial of Eugene Thomas. Flowers was assisted by Mr. Joe B. Gantt. . ...

Judge T. W. Thagard presided. The defendant was represented by Mr. Arﬂxur
lHa.nes (former Bureau Agent).

Thomas, along with Collie L. Wilkins and W. O. Eaton, ‘was mdicted
for the murder of Viola Liuzzo, a civil rights worker who was ghot near Selma,
Alabama, on the evening of 3/25/65, while engaging in the transportation of
civil rights workers between Montgomery and Selma, Alabama.

)

SA Williams testified that two bullets recovered from the victim's
automobile, one from the body of the victim and four . 38 Special cartridge cases
found on the ghoulder of the highway near the scene of the shooting were fired in
a revolver found in an automobile parked in the yard of Thomas" residence He
also testified concerning his examination of the victim's car.

The case went to the jury late on the afternoon of 9/27/66 and w
' verdict of not g'uilty was returned in approximately one hour. 3

The jury, made up of eight Negro and four white persons, was the fir

hiwea sial i“ru Ahaoan tn tha farnm dniala sraurine nnt af tha mnrdnp nf “‘l"ﬂ T ||I’¢r\
UL RUIRL JUl F LIUOTAL L WIT AVML WD i Uwalin VUL Wi Miv il

Wilkins was tried twice in 1965, the first trial resulting in a hung jury and the
second in acquittal. All three mdividuals were tried in Federal Court in
Montgomery for conspiracy to violate the civil rights of the victims and were fou
guilty. This verdict is now on appeal.

44-28601 _'_:E . » 6"]]4 Rf.c'“ ¢ - 25 ol.— 7 ﬁ
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I~ Mr. Rosen (Attention: Mr. J. W. Hines, Rob 3263) ot § IS
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Memorandyyp to Mr. Conrad
Re: EUQENE THOMAS, ET AL.;
VIOL.A GREGG LIUZZO, AKA., ET AL.,
. VICYIMS; CR; EL
44-28601°

-

PISFREE

Eaton died several months ago and, hence, cannot be tried

. In the trial of Thomas, Attorney General Flowers decided not to use

the testimony of Thomas Rowe (FBI informant) nor the testimony of Leroy Moton,

a Negro teenager who was riding with Mrs. Liuzzo when she was shot. Flowers

stated that several jurors in the previous trials had remarked that they did not
- believe Rowe's story because he had violated his Klan oath and Moton madean ™7
' exceedingly poor witness. .-
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UNIT: . STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU:..ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Hoblle, Alabama 3LLOL et
October 5, 1966 , o SR

1 A

EUGENE THOLAS; ET AL: .
VIOLA GREGG LlUZz0; ET AL - VIC'I‘IMS A
" e - ..,,-;_ W T ’:
. . £ s 4 e
This memorandum pertains to the 1r1a1 of Eugene Thomae
in Lownd2n County, Alebam, an September 26—.:7, 1966;!0:1 8 charge
of nu,u'dr.l . he = # _
SR S SRS SIS ¢ SN

0 .’_fcpt';‘mb“r 1'* 19"( U, S. iAttorney Pen Hardeman,
Iontgouery, Alabame, adviuecn.tiat the State of Alaboig had
£i¥d a putition With Fifth Circuit Judge John: godbold request-
ing all itcic of evidenge that were Jenteréd’in the zriﬁ 1 of -
Thomas, Et Al, in WU, S. Ditrict Court, tontgowery;* f14Bam ;" be
mdc atailihle to the Alabana State: Attorhoy L£or uséd guring
the stat: trial of subject Tromas in Hayneville, Aldbgné,’ Set
for Moray;, Scptewber .;5, 19€C. " Hardeman btatdd be dec 1red that
an ag?nt i present when the evidenge was transferrﬂ,iﬁ‘
requeat 1o gronted by the, Court 01 Appeals, i.n orger "to e-
serve tht cha_n of evidenﬂe A =;::i'i.1,_s._
f‘ X BE R f"‘ ke

Cn Soptcmber 20 lf‘t .U S, Attdrney Harcleum made
available the obder, 1ssued by the Fifth Ditrict: Count; bf‘Appeals
which gr.;utC:d the motion fer the release ththe evidEnce. “The -

~ i R
orden ros g ‘I; p;h{- oY f‘ lzu to 5313 mt.{uu io E,l-ﬂl-lll:eu éabjec-&-

to the fo ”uw_i.ng conditions; (1) the itcms of; §vidence be releaced
intosthe tuuporary custody of a reprécenttive of thd Federal Burea
of Imveutiaticn and €hall rerain in hic cuatody at’ell times, :
xcept wiwn admitted into evidence, iu* admitted) in Bald state
trisl, ACtor completion of theistate trial 4n the Glrcuit Court
of LiwnGe: County, Alabamz, &1l of the said evidehice (including
gny placcdir: evidence) ghall be taken back into the §ustody of
a reprejentetive of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
rciined to the Olerk of the U, s. blstrict,Court ror the Middle

Di*tt'lct i !\thama."- : iy . w
bk T -‘,: “"ﬁl‘l v'\_,.f

On Soptenber 2.1, 1906, Alabumm Abaletant ‘ttorney T,
Gougimel g0 teeek Gantt, Montpomery, Alabarwa, declred the <o b‘

pregence of tbe follo Lm, agents v Lo predgnt reg -
ganl tea'in N ag dur ng prmuus trials qa é
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T nnlCogne e Ll teo thr presence ol GA
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Speeianl A;ent of the Mobile Office
on Septeumer 19, 19566, wir LCl'ved a sSubpoena on bechalf of the
defendant, From prior triads it wns belieyed that the testi-
mony to b clicited from AgE*athwould ﬁe eoncerni the

contradict:y - "tatem.nt" wdde by leroy Moton in deceribing the
antorebi® from which the Bhot.. were fired‘that 1\11139 victim

ne

l b -~y )
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i thi® morning of Scptember 270, S bpec?{al Arent
~btained the. &Vidence iran*
e Ug 3. Dictrict Court, “trntromiry, : avafa. All
PTusice tou retwrned to “an September . v’
28, 1966, . m: - g ‘,..5.{;-:-.:«& -

t . . #
" . ‘. J 3----* 4
. e trial of 1n.,i:ant case bﬂgan September 26, 1965, -
'1'hc dry ¢ F Doptember 26, 1900, was talen up with th mpanelin[;
of the S O _and a Jjury wak finally selectdd on the Juarping of
Septzuber "7, 196G, eompored of 8 Kaproc ~4nd 4 hites. ‘
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' -utlmJny pruoeedca at 1n‘prev16us ‘Iriai.s ’#dnowwer _
upgc Lal A ont - thcmrnrc aid - mﬁt taqfu‘y xﬁ:r Pl ety "

Trial.Wer cormlud d an, September 27, 1996‘ resulting ¢
"iu a) reqniital verdict, | 0 VW : .* : 4
I S '.;n -‘ : 3"“3"‘.
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1 llu document cf-ntain.. heithﬂr becommendats.oﬁa ner '
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Via-_A I T F 1, 1 %
3 {Priority) 1 -y
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (nu 28601) 1 4
FROM: SAC, . SAN DIEGO tw 312) - S 4

; Ly : t . 4 | '
- T ' , : A - . . N
Bl B d B T it SO
“ LUGENI HOMAS ETAL ‘ T :
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA ~ ETAL - YICTIMS '

N I
CR - EL A L N S
&dt o p . ",’ z' T EPRE ¥ ¥ I
£ oo e -;-"'f?f"?"ﬁ’ a
Re San D1-epo airtel to Bureau 8- 2‘2-66 ;z f; a

Callfornia, advise ion ]
ol.en by the District Attorney's Office in this matter, /})

and it is his personal opinion that no prosicution w111 take
place due to a lack of evidence.i i o ’““& f"

e !
—said he will immedidtely ad\nu thhi?ffi ~
¢! ary additiona developments in this mattsr

[ S
» | - The Bureau will be appropriately advised of "l‘ny de'niopments. ‘ ’
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UNITED STATES Gt IRNMENT

M emgmndum R

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-26601) DATE: 10/18/66 E .
FROM : 8AC, NEW ORLEANS (157-394) (P) -
Cr .
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; A
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka,
. ET AL - VICTIMS ;
d/ ChH; EL - g

Ke New Orleans letter to Bureau, 8/18/0u,

Onlwﬂabm
Circult Court of Appeals, N=w Urleans, CU
o' hearing has as yet been assigned in this -atter.
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Will advise the Bureau anu Mobile of deciklba in this
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4 T0: / DIRFCTOR, FBI (44-28601) 5
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Re Blrm1n§Mm teletype 10 20 66,; a‘**
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For the i.nformation bf the Bureau a.l'xdK i!db:.le, DLLIE RO
LEROY WILKINS appeared before Judge of Recorders iQourt "* hl:t:pmnh. .
Alabama, ‘10-20-66, and after beinc found guilty en charges of... - |
drunk, resisting arrest, and assault and battery of an ‘offieer. S
was sentenced to 30 days in the Jefferson County ‘Jail.’ He was ...
also fined 3225 00. S ,3 Y i".\ﬁ .‘-__",
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JTEY T TYPE Mr. Callahan___

Mr. Fel
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Tele. Room

FRI BIRMGHAM : | Miss Holmes
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200 PM URGENT 10-20-66 JGA : [ A
_JoDIRECTOR 42-28601 1. L
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FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-123 i ! 3
FRUM Bl1KPMINGHAD a4 .:a - __.-;.‘_ .
Y o .
S LA ! ' i i ;;'4:;
- EUGENE THO!"AS: ETAL: van GREGR Ltuzzo;‘nkn';" sm_'; maec + B on
5 VICTINE c i, !qu‘ﬂﬁ S Pt 24
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CHIEF, DF. POLICE : ‘GEORGE aannon, BESSEMER, nt.naagn.kanutszo f(
THIS DATE THAT COLLIE LEROY VILKINS WAS, ARRESTED RIGKT . ocrn
NINETEEN, LAST, AT BESSEMER, CHARGED UITH DRUNK| RESISTING

4 'z
ARREST, AND ASSAULTING AN OFFICER, BARROR ExPLA)hED ‘mn,. Tk
OFFICERS HAD REE nln'n 0 Locatl’ nrqqmrn CAFE, ml DISTURB'ANCE “

-— v--——-- = EEn AT Y e o me i Sy e s =R TRT =2 248

d.\ﬁ? #

COMPLAINT, WHEN Aamvms AT cAFE, mas:-:nvr:b wn.xiﬁ AND
_ ANDTHER INDIVIDUAL Th AN moxchtEb coubinou. orﬂcﬁts f"* ‘ N !‘

‘l

, ATTEMPTED TO PLACE WILKINS UNDER ;\Rm:st ‘ﬁX'fo" 6_"53"EZ¥ Zﬁ o/
7

RESISTED, STRIKING ONE OF ,orrlcsns. bFFItERq THEN. RECEIV

ey ‘:.-—---——-—

\ ASSISTANCE FROM FOUR .OTHER POLICEHEﬂf nnt ol-' \mon VAS STRUCK Ao

s OC 25%6 d

BY WILKINS, WILK]INS UAS SU”DUTD. HANDCUF{ED. ANDr%AKEN I0 CITY:
.....—#;___-—-

‘JAIL, EQS,EMER, HHERE PRESENTL? BEINB ?D UNDER*TUELVE HUHDREDJ 2

'DOLLARS BORD, THIS-CHARGE WILL BE N in THIS ar;r;gnoou.'» aﬁ,é;l ‘ﬁ
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PAGE TWO - , At

BARRON STATES THAT IN TALKING WITH WILKINS, WILEINS INDICATED
HE DOES NOT RECALL INCIDENT AS VAS T00 lutoxlcqizn. N
- 1[§ FOR RACKGROUND BURFAU, vlmus_ PRESERTLY URDER APPEAQ

B Bk

BOND FOLLOWING CONVICTION MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, wovrmasn. sxxrv
FIVE, IN CONNECTION wer c1vlL Rxnnrs Pnocscvrlon INVOLVINQ
SLAYING OF VIOLA LIUZZO. ON nsc. twenrvohs, SIXTYFIVE, - ,,Sﬁ o
WILKINS WAS TAKEN BEFORE USDC, Btnmnsnnn, AND HEAniwe " % "

T —

PR e

¢

IN CONNECTION WITH PROBATION REVDCATIDN. UILKINS *A'l' THAY. ;I‘IHE .
UNDER FEDERAL p..uearfo. FOLLOWING CONVICTION FOR POSSESS ze.u oF |

SAWED OFF SHOTGUN. ON DEC, TWEPTYONE, SIXTYFIVE, LKIIS'
PROBATION WAS RFVOKED AND SENTENCED ro ‘ONE YEAR m mr pu .
EU‘-‘TODY U.S. ATTDRP‘EY GENERAL.l VAS REMOUED FROM BIRNIH%HAM ' 34.

- s

" *%0 FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL xnstlrurton, tsxnnxnnn, Ahxnnsns.;;~ G &,

NS E
FEDERAL PROBATION QFFICE, BIRMIRGHAM ADV VISES lILKII? RELEASED ',
'+,

FROM CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION, n:xanxANA, OCT. (THBEE, * us , a,__fig‘, .
RECEIVIRG AW ur-conmtmm. nm:nst." xsipnsqznp.v woT yNbER

supmwemu. o BT T B H:‘ .’«ff_g;g-«:’;'
,um,_y neansy mr : AR AL -

e

sk

44
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“AUSA,” BIRMINGHAM, INDICATED mtsmon OF CONTACTING. e "'.'*~"'...i
cIvIL aieurs rrvrswn, U. So DEFARIMENT:-OF ‘Justick To bzt;nnnt

)
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© 7 Novem(} 21, 1966 - Y.
GENERAL INVESTIGATIY DIVISION .~ (G N
. S o

Mrs. Viola Liuzzo was the white
civil rights worker slain in Lowndes, County,

Alabama, an 3/25/65. At the request of

the Departmént, we conducted an extensive

. investigatiomof the glaying. Three subjects

were tried ahd convicted in December, 1865,

on Federal Civil Rights charges and
sentenced to ten years. Information in _
attached will be furnished the Department. : -

No investigation being conducted. . R
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TY/ DIRECTOR 44-22601 k o )
OM DETROIT 44-643 T i ¥ |
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,kf . . .. .‘.' hb,\'. .- 414. Lm PP ‘ - A
otfce ot OriginE USENE THONAS, EI ALt VIOLA Lluzzo, -A-KA .Ex PL DA':H VLCTIM.
MOBILE. _: _‘\';,»_ B 3{;}
A - ?*
- - ;gma Lol . o )
MR. ANTHORY LTUZZD, HUSEAND OF victim, TELEPHOHICALLY’!DVISED o
od. A
AT TWELVE ™% TWENTYFIVE AM. THIS DATE mr n ,-,3,,:,3:-*?' 3.. |

ELEVEN THIRTY P, ELEVEN TWENTY LA?T, suor wAs FIRED THROUBH Enok _
" WINDOW DF WIS urmE, MR LTUZZO RDVISED CHILDREN IN THE HOI@E, AL«TIME [‘*

ol ae e
BUT NO TNJURIFS SUSTAINED, & * X . ot L kg
Folice Ciratroant ; -

§
DETROIT,PF’#DVISED TH1S DATE tnvssilenrxou,ﬁas DEVELOPED W0, |
o
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Ul.fED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ,USTICE

FEDERAL BURFAU OF INVESTIGATION

Detroit, Michigan . : ) .
November 22, 1966 o .

ok

Re: Eugene Thomas, Et Al;
Viola Liuzzo, _ A _
Et Al - Victim it .

On November 21, 1966, Anthony Liuzzo, husband

of Viola Liuvzzo, 19375 Matlow, Detroit, Michigan, advised

the Detroit Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation :
- (FBI) that at about 11:30 p.m., on November 20, 1866, — e ...

a shot was fired through the front window of his hone

Mr. Liuzzo advised that he was not at home at the tine

of the shooting, but that his children were at none b'zp

advised that no injuries were sustained.

Dc_rml! I!chigan, ! "ce !epar!nen! a!v!! _

ovember 22, 1966 that a .22 caliber bullet was shot: ™
through the front vindow ofthe Liuzzo residence and was

tting the wall opposite the window. 0 |
advised that Thomas Liuzrzo, age 18,
found a .22 spent cartridge in front of the Liuzzo residonce.

_ advlsed thxt a hi-ilar incident ‘-

was reported aboul @ week ago from a peighbor of the Liuzzos.

#e advise d that tis incident could be the tesiiit of union ¥
activity on the part of Anthony Liuzzo because about two weeks
ago paint was thrown into the automobile ©f Antbeny Liuzzo. ) f.
mdvised that no suspects have |
been developed regar g 1ncident and that investigation
is continuing. o ‘ PN K ‘
) .- < : Ty ':'f; " -
. Thies document contains néither reco-nendations

-

nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are¢ not:

to be distributed outside your agency. S Vo . b
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A remm (0 com) e n
UNITED STATES GC  RNMENT

Memorandum

TO - DIRECTOR, FBI (44-23601) DATE: 12/2/66 .
FROM LYY 5AC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3954) (P) - .
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, RT AL:
VIOL! GREGG LIUZZO, aka, - By
ET AL - VICTIMS : '
/ | CR; EL
) AN ‘
\1' 1 Re New Orleahs letter to Bureau, 10/18/66, . b?:
On 11/28/66;
F Fifth Circuit Court ofr Appeals, New 01‘1331‘5,, ey
o i e vnens

uisiana, advised that the case is assigned for '
January 19, 1967 at New Orleans, Louigiana.

Will advise the Bureau and Mobile of‘ ‘-. .
decision in this matter. : . p.f! -
kd T

- t i . . « _ p I '
. | T T ek
i~ : . rn . a.'! : T R P 7 x
- 4 : “ o o : Be. i
- v . - "30.;
- Sy ‘ll
X e Ko -
« R 0 -
! e ? “ . » .
_ i R : C n o L ‘,..5-‘,’. " ) 0
C.g ~ Bureau - e .
- Mobile (44-1245) . S R N S ST
2 - New Orleans ‘ o : .
, . [} -‘ *) - ;
CLM/cmp A . g b .
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Boclosed horevwith fer esch offico are twe cepies of
8 Departaental msmorandun fyom AAGC J, Walter Yeagley, dated
12/5/66, Sogother with two oepies of its attackment, memorandum
far The Attoruey Comeral from AAG Joba Doer,
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If your files esntais amy iaforzatisn iadicating the
1isted perecns yesided or wre active in any Serritecy

those
the somults facluied ia youwr peply. Butel

i
é
!
]
;
!

ROT: The casc involving Eugene Thomas, Et Al,, concerns
the slayving of lirs. Viola Liuzzo, s white CR worker, in Lowndes
County, Alabama, on 3/25/65. At Department's request we
conducted extensive investigation of the s=laying. Three —
subjects were tried and convicted in 12/65 on Federal CR charges

and sentenced to tcn years, The CRD hidas advised the case is now
on appeal,

The Department has rcquested that the names of
defendants, subjects, and attorneys be checked against indices

to dctermine whether any appear in any technical or microphone
survcillance recording, log, or filc,

Request beinpg submitted by airtel in view of numerous
names forwarded by the Department to be checked against field

office records, Department's request regarding other cases
Leing handled scparately,

!
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Director, FBI "~ % " """ pecenber 5, 1966
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J. Walter Yeagley, Assistant Attorney
General, Internal Security Division

WIRETAPPING OR ELECTRONIC SURVEILIAPCES
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

~-The Act:.ng Attorney General has asked me to !orward ]
--40 you the attached memo which he received from Assistant Attorney .-
General John Doar of the Civil Rights Division. It is requested
that all of the listed names of defendants, subjects and attorneys
be checked against your indices to determine whether any appears
in any wiretap or electronic surveillance recording, log er _!ile. _

" --It would be appreciatel if you could give this na'ttexj

your prompt attention. I would suggest your reply be sent
Jdirectly to Mr. Doar wi,th a copy to this office.
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~ MEMORANDUM FOR THE ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL
Re: Evidence obtained by wiretapping or R

electronic surveillance. MEMO NO. 493,
November 3, 1966. -

In your memorandum of November 3, 1966, to all -
-~ -United States Attorneys, you solicited 1nrormation
regarding cases or investigations in the development
. ... of which wiretapping or electronic surveillance may
'have been used by 1nvestigat1ng agents.-

' I have no information that wiretapping or
electronic eavesdropping were used in developing .
evidence in any investigations or cases pending in
this Division. However, this Division has had several
complicated cases involving allegations of conspiracy
by members of various Ku Klux Kian groups. Confidential
information from various sources unknown to me was used
in developing the facts in several of these cases. In
considering court action, or further court action, in
these cases and matters I would like to have the assur--
ance, and would like to be in a position to assure the
court, that no wiretapring or electronic survelllance
had been used in developing the facts. '
M The cases and matters which I refer to, the

defendants or subjects involved, and the nttorneyl
for the derendants, are as rollows- . i

. — . =
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Atrtel d it
A To:  BACE lobile (44-1248) f- 2
riroingham (44-=1230) | 3
-’ ‘ ) "g f
¥rom: Dircctor, FRI (44-28601) o . »«’
Tt ~ B ‘
RUGENE THO'WE, ET AL, $ Lo i
VIOLA LIVUZZO, AFA, ET AL, = , . . /A7 f - 5 S
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CIVIL RIGITS - ELECTION LAXS .,
00; ROCILY ST, B 4
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FROV. BIRMINGHAM 132105

JUNE

y . . St e e e e e e e s it b S s ( R .—1

a. @
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL-VICTIM, CR-EL

REBUAIRTELS TO BI!RMINGHAM DECEMBER 8 AND DECEMBER 9 LAST,
CAREFUL CHECK OF APPROPRIATE RECORDS THIS DIVISION
CONCERNING PERSONS NAMED IN ITEM NUMBER FOUR OF AAG DOARS
MEMO DATED NOVEMBER %X LAST JUSTIFY STATEMENT THAT NO EVIDENCE
OBTAINED DURING INVESTIGATION OR UTLILIZED DURING TRIALADF /-

'_ll «h S NY] s mes

IS CASE WAS OBTAINED FROM WIRE TAP OR ELEC
SOURCE,

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE TECHNIQUES UTILIZED WIDELY ON THIS
DIVISION DURING INVESTIGATION OF BAPBOMB CASE (BUFILE 157=1025)
BETWEEN SEPJEMBER 195, 1963, AND FEBRUARY, 1966. ONLY PERSON

NAMED VN ITEM NUMBER FOUR DIRECTLY OCOVERED BY TECHNICAL

X108 REC 13 ‘//-»;Jﬂz [ '7bq

102 g pberia -":'*"”*' i

by

l[lh hulhcencc centained in the above message is 10 be disseminated outeide the Burean, i is sugpested that & be suitably
parephrased in arder ta protect the Bureox's cnrw& sysiems.
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_DURING MONITORING,
- “'THE CRIME INITIATION INVESTIGATION IN TH!S CABE OCCURRED
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PAGE TWO FROM BIRMINGHAM 132105

surverLLance 15 (NN nstacLation invoLvinG TRESPASS
waoe 1N (N Rcs 1 oence Evenin JUNE 2l - 25, 196L.

INSTALLATION DESIGNATED BH314-R MONITORED UNTIL JULY 25, Y96
WHEN DISCONTINUED, OTHER PERSONS MENTIONED IN ITEM NUMBER FOUR
ARE NOT SUBJECT OF TECHNICAL INSTALLATION. RESULTS OF PRtVIOUSvMH
OF RECORDS AND LOGS WAINTAINED BY THIS DIVISION SUBMITTED TO
BURLAU OCTOBER 29 LAST UNDERbAPTlON, MICROPHONE AND TELEPHONE
SURVEILUANCES (BUFILE 66-5815 AND 66-580). THIS COMMUNICATION
INCLUDED BREAKDOWN ON THREE BY FIVE INDEX CARDS OF INDIVIDUALS

COVERED BY INSTALLATION AND INDIVIDUALS WHOSE NAMES MENTIONED

MARCH 25, 1965. ALL TECHNICAL sunvéu-—-mcs COVERAGE TERMINATED
PRIOR TO THIS DATE EXCEPT BH325-R WHICH WAS INSTALLATION IN

AUTOMOBILE OF BH305-R WiTH H15 KNOWLEDGE UTILIZED AGAINST SUSPECTS
IN BAPBOMB CASE NOT MENTIONED IN {TEM NUMBER FOUR, NO FURTHER

Qransu NH [ =
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2 1 - Mr, Hines
Airtel )
To: SAC, NMobile (£4-1348) E

Frem: Director, ¥Fol (44-28801)

o
BUGEXE “THOMAS, ET AL.} e e
"m MO. m. n & - R - ; : T LT s e
YICTINS
CIVIL RIGHTS « ELECTION 1AVWS
00: MEIIR

For the informatiom of offices eother than NMobile
receiviag this comsunication, this case involves the shoeting
ef Rrs, Viola Liuzxo ia Lowndes County, Alsbama, ou 3/33/88.
Three subjects, Kugens Thomas, VWillisa Orville Raton (dscensed),
and Colie leroy Yilkins, were gouvicted en Pederal Civil Rights
ebarges ia commection with the ahkootimg and memtenced to tea
ars each. They were represeated by attorneys Matt Murphy
deoeared), 8 K Klux Klaa attormsy, and Arthur J. Hanes, The
suhjects were all ecamcoted with the Klan, sad ether Klansmen L
eonsidered as Suspacts in commectiom with the Civil Righta "
charges vore Robert Bheltoa, Bebert Creel, Rodbert Thomas,
Bugons Ieeves, Ralph Rotor, and mm-‘. The soavistiioa
ol the moc{a is aow pending

The Bepartment has requested that it be advised
ther the naws of any of the above subjects, attorseys, ev
gaspects ATS ian any wire tap 6r ¢lsctroaic surveillanes
heorunm. or file., Ia this regard, the Departssat has
?‘onc the Soliowing specifio gquestions:
[

v 1299

| Emclossres (24) Yo bl 1L
- .-=t1utl(llc1m-l:' REL-.62 3 DIC 21 1966
’ - :' 'm a:‘w .1’ wrer :!A"H:I', ) ,1 , NE— »-.-— L
"3 « Vashingtoa Field (Emclosure 1) ) : ; |

X

war [




Airts)l te SAC, MNobile
BR: EWOXNE THOMAS, KT Al.s

&

%
it

pe
and microphone installsations has provided
oa individuals vho may or may aot be identical with the
#peTeonk. listed above, Copiss of those cards are saclosed
for the following offices as indicated below,

Atlamta: 1 ears

Birningham;: 2 sarda

1 eard

1 eaxd

1 saxd

Sevw York: 4 sarda

i sad

Fittedurgh: 1 eard

wF0; i eard
The search of rocsi eopiss

o2 index eaxds 48 wot to individual
sonversations indicated by the eards but will iaclude all
ctaversations mositored £0r the persons vhets RIS Appear



i gt Jaals palliven ¥ LI R P U U v s, W €. e _ PR L
bl

Airtel te BAC, Nobile
XE:  KUGENS A8, BT AL}

Offices receivy sopies of index cards are ¢»
immediztely check their files for informatioa pertimsat te
the Departmext®s request. It 48 anticipated that 4in many
instances the effice will be abls €0 eliminate the refereacs
on the bzasis that the £iles of the office will eomtain
sufficient information to show that the perscom moaitered esuld
8ot bs identical with any of the pereoas listed abowe,

Offioces reoceiv sards are te complete their file

review and sudmit the results to the Nebile Office withia twe

‘n-- l\-’ —mgni M this .——-1 Qlln- '{th e are il t- memb S

which are determined to be either ideatical with the listed
persons oF which eannot be eliminated ocn the basis of
established monideatity, the Mobile Office, ia additiea ¢t
being furaished tbe details of the oomversations somitored and
ospies of the logs, should also be furnished all available
information yelating to the person who was momitered
iz order that the liobile Ofiice may gaks & doterminmation as te
wvhether the person monitored is identical with tiw listed

“.
'-

The Mobile Office will subnit & sumaary to the Bureas
20 later than 12/30/66, mettiag forth the informastion BscemSary
for the Pureau to reply to the Departaent's faquiry,

One copy of each gard 18 almo encloned for e
Bobils Gffioe,

-
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PemuyTerer _ 12/28/98
__ o~
_7_255 rr | 1 - ix, McDonough
-ADIOGRAN _ TAGENY All BAC radio ocontact at
RS -7 S 4 2 p.m., Mossage must reac
' ' Code Room by 12:02 aoon,
Send by urgent teletype 1
10 2AC8 NOBIIR offices not having radio
BIRMINGEAN contact today,
JEY YORX JUNE
PITTCEURNGH —_— :
WARL1IEGTON FIXLD Y
¥ROM BIRECTOR FDI Y el

svam Fous, xy AL s v Lraso, o A, < vocrus; e, B

BEDUA IRYEL SECRMOER NIXNYRLY LAST AXD BUTEL BRECEMEER
TYRNTY TWO LART.

THIZ MATIER MUPT BR CONMETED AD EESUILTS BUSAITIED FCDAY.

SUTELS,

EJM:njk
(5)

NOTE: This case involves the shooting of Mrs. Viols Liuzzo, white
CR worker in Lowndes County, Ala,, on 3/25/65. Department
reqrasted any information as to use of wiretaps or electromic
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Wick
Memorandum o
) ) Felt
. Gals
r, Daboach%’\( pATE: December 82, 1966 -
N J““B Teove!
& — 1 - Mr, Deloach  Im—
‘. Ro 1 - h‘. .D-On Holmes e
1 = Nr, MNalley Gomdy ———
il 1l - Mr, McGowan

VIOLA LIUZZO, AXA, ET AL, - VICTIMS
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS.
00: MOBIIE

The Department, by letter dated December §, 1966,
furnished a 1ist of the names of the subjects, suspects, - ... ..
and defense attorneys in this case and requested information
as to whether any wiretapping or electronic surveillance had
been used in obtaining evidence in this case and whether wor
not any of the listed defendants, suspects, or attorneys had
ever been monitored in connection with any ether
idnvestigation,

This case concerns the slaying of Mrs., VYiola
Liuzzo, a white civil rights worker in Lowndes County,
Alabama, on March 25, 1965, W¥e conducted an extensive
investigation of the slaying, and three subjects were tried
and convicted in December, 1965, on Federal Civil Rights
charges and sentenced to ten years. The case is now pending
appeal,

A check with the field offices involved in the
investigation of this case and a chéck of Bureau files has
established that no wiretapping or electronic surveillance

vas used at any time in connection with the investigation of
{this case,

A review of the special indices maintained at the
Bureau reveals that persons 0f similear names have been :
monitored at various times by various field offioes ia other
investigations. These field offices have been instructed to
review pertinent records concerning these persons and furnish
the results to the Mobile Office, Office of Origin of this -
cass, to determine if they are fdentical with persons
involved in this case., The field bas been instructed thlt -
complete results must be furnished to the Bureau at the :

saritost PosiiOMRECHA . o 5do/— 177 -

Bnclosure
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Rosen to Deloach Memorandum
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL,;

By letter dated December 21, 1966, Assistant
Attorney General John Doar advised that the appeal in this
case is scheduled to be argued on January 16, 1967, and
requested a reply to Department's regquest as soon as
possible,

ACTION:

1, Attached for approval is a letter to Mr, Doar
advising him that no wiretapping or electronic surveillance
was used in developing the facts of this case, He is also
being advised that in order to determine if any of the
attorneys, suspects, or subjects were ever monitored in
connection with any other investigation, it is necessary to
have certain of our offices conduct a review of their files
and records, and bhe will be promptly advised as soon as the
results are obtained,

4. The field has been instructed to handle this
matter as Quickly as possible and reply by teletype where
feasible in order that this project can be completed at the
earliest possible time,

A
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Seesnber 83, 1988
1 « Mr, Hines

{"o Jobm Poxr

Assistant Attornoy Gemeral

Birecter, IB1 q
BECE4Y F— 2 FCr/— V]

AUGKEE TROMNAS ;
J10d LIVZIZO - VICTIN
5mm-mm

Eaference is nade to your letter of Decender 81, -

1966, eaptiomsd "V er Bloctreaig Surveilliances, .. . .

- Civil Rights Pivisien” and letter from d. Walter Yesgley, -~
Assistazt Attarney Geasrsl, Iatersal Security Divisies,

Decenber 8, 19668, bearing cane ,

This case 15 reforred ¢o ia your latter as
United States v, EKatea.

General h forwarded : :r- TYeagle e letter
vas fo01'y . 8
indicated assurance was dosired that mo !1:!1'-9.-9. ,1..'3.4.

3

-

-—*-lummrmuwumdmwmumm
o

this regard, the recards of eur Nebils, Alabama, offies
[) indicats that mome of the suspocts, defeadants, and
UDFy attoracys of this case have ever beca monitored er
, wentiensd ia any wiretap or electromnic surveillance
ﬁ empiuyed by tiat efiioe.

= w0 kT
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1

P ———————

Qam: Bee Rosen to DeLoach memorandum 12/32/66, captioned,
C

T 4% "Eugens Thomas, Et Al.; Viola Liuxzo, aka, Bt Al, - Victias:
i_—._mt ivil Rights - Election Laws, 00: Mobile," JWH:sjk. !

L...i' ‘ E < )
P .
T haan veervee it L) : o

e R LT - L .



- PR Y R L T i~ o et ot o ittt i T
- J

=
3

ir.bhbm

£

¥ith regard to vhether the anmes of tiw
suspeets, defendants, aad attornoys appear ia vire taps
or olectronic surveilliance recordings, logs, or files
yelating to any sthery investigations eonducted this
Buresu, this 15 being handled and the results be

furnished you &5 soon 88 sompleted.

1 e lir. . Valtar Yesgley
Assistant Attorney Sessral, Iateraal Beeurity Divisiom
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~ UNITED STATES GOVEP VYMENT "PAKTNHHTT!TF](ET1CE

Memoranaum L

T

: The Director ’ pate: December 21, 1966
Federal Bureau of Investigation )

rmou A@Bohn Doar J(/I‘/E-'

Asslstant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

SUBJECT: Wiretapping or Electronic Surveillance
Civil Rights Division

With reference to Mr. Yeagley's memorandum
to you of December 5, 1966 to call your
attentio e cases

séhnedused Lo e TeodD=
oilted L0 & grand Jlury a! -a session which opens on
January 16, 1967 in Jackson, Mississippi. I would

therefore appreciate receiving a reply to Mr. Yeagley's A
memorandum as soon &s possible.

'

Ble,

In addition, the case of United States v.
Eaton i1s scheduled to be argued i1n the Court of

Appeals on January 19, 1967, and for that reason I
would appreciste a reply about that case ag well ~
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RE: BERNARD S. LES V. CLAREKCE M. KELIEY, ET AL, ©
. (U.s.D.C.; D.C.) CIVIL ACTION RUABER 76-1185

SOUTLERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHTP COUFZRELCE (SCLC)
V. CL.:ICR L PPLLEY, ET AL (u.s.n.¢., D.C.)
CIVIL .CITO RUI3ER 76-1186 :

Serial']?r‘ pvlled from thiﬂffile under court order of
U.S5. Discrice Judse John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to
Ratienal Archives, <
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J. Walter Yeagley, Assistant Attcrzney ;/ T T
General, Internal Security:Division Tt
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ;. ﬁ L/
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The Acting Attorney General has asked me to Zezs.cd ‘ f
<0 you the attached memo which he received from Zssistzat Attorzey

neral John Doar of the Civil Rights Division. It is recucsted
that a)ll of the listed names of defencz..:3, subicats a=i attoTneys
be checked aaalnst vour indices to detarmine whati .= z v sfawmazws

- ssLmsaus  YFAL \--A.u- _aal LY Jﬁhhu -

in any w;.retap or electronxc surveillance recording, Log or file.

It would be appreczated if you could give this matter
your prompt attention. I would suggest your reply ba sernt
directly to ¥r. Doar with & copy to this office.
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Bepmtinent of Justice
Lasington ™

¢
-MEMORANDUM FOR THE ACTIN ¥ ATTORNEY GENERAL

Re: Evidence obtained if wiretappinz or
% electronic surveilfance. MzMO NO. 493,
. November 3, 1966. ,
*,

El

In your memorandum Bf November 3, 1586, to all
United States; Attorneys, yu solicited information
regarding caség or investfgations in the develcpment
of which wiretdpping or e@lectronic surveillance may
have been used vY invesz}gating agents.
=

I have no ihforrdtion that wiretapping or
electronic eavesdrodpinz were used in developing
evlidence in any ilnvestizations or cases pending in
this Division. Howeve}, this Division has had several
complicated cases invQiving allegations of conzpiracy
by members of various KuiKlux Xian groups. Confidential
information from varibus “gources unknown to me was used
in developing the fagts iriyseveral of these cases.- In
considering court aciion, ox further court action, in
these cases and matters I wcdld like to have the assur-
ance, and would like to be 11, a position to assure the

A1y md 14 ey

+haot ma wl vratarmndmyr Avw alamntrnAanda o ad 1T ewmmna
wiikid by Wwiilh b 11V "L‘GU“PP«LI% Ly 9 CACL i VIIL - =R T S L —¥ RgF By - FRRL SR —

had been used 1n developing the {acts.
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FB!
- | LTl : Date: 1.-5-67

Y S B

Transmit the following in TToee ia planies o eod]
- AIRTTL AIR MAIL - REGISTERED .
P (Priority)
: -y P M WD A TR WU W IR R G e S S Ve AR S e wma EE W e TR SN Gmn G W SES SED . S ML M M WY S G e W e W SR e L ———————
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (55-28601)

} FROM: ° SAC, BIRMINGHAM (4%-1236 SF-1)
L&)

FUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; "JUNE"
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka, -
ET AL - VICTIMS

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS

(00: MOBILE)

ReBUtel call 1-4-§7, .
g4 SEPrAC), which provided technical coverage
at Xy Klux Klan National Klonvocation, Tutwiler Hotel,

Birmingham, Alabama, February 8-9, 1964, was installed without
treapass. o

st

“3~Bureau /(yL}
Tl-Mobile (44-1245) AM - RM y
2-Birmingham /

JL¥:rle : .
{6) . -
e .--,....) et - S - .
NN
”~
f,xﬁ o
.@ﬁ?‘

Approved: M‘r

3‘93?01 Agent in Charge

- CF e A




A
Date of Mail PR N A/ i
. "‘ ‘
b |
. , ¥
! “ .‘?
Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Reco}ds Branch, 3
. : AN Ete ‘
- i 1 ‘ . ;
¥
N
-
.
Sz2 File 66-2554-7530 for authority. ¢
| : :
Subject . JUNEMAIL £ g e \Shdsna., -
- a J : " . ' "# R ’
_ . ' U IRVAAR 5 B I
- Removed By ! "
. . File Number 7% - 440/ _JI.7 .
; ) . - e !
‘o . | - t
“ i

Permanent Sarial Charge Out ..




N - W

£l
_Date:  12/28/66
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1 ..__.LL' __ AIRTEL ATRMAIL ER
Sy e (Priority) ‘
10: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601)
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) JUNE
RE:  EUGENE TECMAS, ET AL.;
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL, -
.. VICTIMS
o CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS
- 00: MOBILE
Re Bureau airtel 12/19/66, to Mobile and other
offices,

Information has been submitted by auxiliary
offtices concerning the names listed on Page 3 of referenced
airtel. The following documents were furnished by auxiliary
offices and are enclosed herewith for the Bureau, these
documents being referred to later in this airtel:

1. Atlanta FPD 297 fo 1/21/63 concerning
\\\ information received froa

! 2. Birmingham log for 2/8 9/64, reflecting
- ~vv—q.1n£9rlation froa * (RAC) b :
N

~

: 3. Birmincham log for 11/8/63, reflecting
1ntor1ution fronﬁ- (RAC) L7

4. Birminghem log for 11/9/63 retlecting y
information tron* (RAC)EE: o103 - ,{- . /)
-y A

5. Birmingham log for 10/234§3, rsrﬂécting
W (0 b2

information from

; GQ Bureau (Encls, Q&;

f ’ - Iobilo e m!\"
,{211 A"’
%
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EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL, VICTIM,
CR=ELECTION LAWS,

o

- -

MOBILE OFFICE DID NOT UTILIZE ANY MICROPHONE OR TECHN! ?
SURVE ILLANCE CONCERNING ANY OF THE SUBJECTS OR ATTORNEYS IN

/
THIS CASE,
f
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UNITED STATES ¢ "RNMENT

Memorandum
‘DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) ~ | DATE: 354767 -

- s e T ome -
) -
. . T

: 6, NEW ORLEANS (157-3854) (P)

SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL

at::‘ﬁ,c.f P

2 - Mobile (44-1245) : )
2 - New Orleans - -
CLN/jmc '
«(6)
— ; ' TP ; =
3 @_{:{{3 L e '
_i: . -

VIOLA GRYGG LIUZZO aka A
ET AL - VICTIMS
CR; EL

Re New Orleans letter to Bureau, 12/2/66. t;ﬁ?CL

On 1/18/67,
Fifth Ciicuit Court of Appeals, New QOrleans, la., SEETETT
advised no further action has taken place since case has been
assigned. ;

‘:&. H Lo

Will advise the Bureau and Hopile of deciaibu in this

matter, ) } ¥ Y
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. Memoranuum

TO . _. DIR®CTUR, FBI (44-28601) ’ DATE: 3/23/67 .,

L] Ce e T -

FROM 8AC, N.W ORLZANS (157-3954) (P) R
| } )
SUBJECT:  EUG:NY% TIHCMAS,
oT AL : 2
VIOLA GRIGG LIUZZO, ala :
ST AL - VICTIMS
CR; &L

o - P —

e . Re New Orlcans. letter to. Durcau datcd-.l/24/67.'b?

Fifth Circuit Court of Applialny rleans, LOU1S '

adviscd that no decision has been reached as of this date. )

4

¥ill advise the Bureau and Mobile of dubision ’
in thls matter o o
: ‘t 4l
, w
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Transmit the following in

4 (Type in plointext or code) ' —‘l
Vi AIRTEL AIRMAIL BE
' (Priority) 7
________________________________________________ T B
TO0: ,~-. DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) K
- |
FROM:!| * _dac, NEW)ORLEANS (157-3954 ) {RUC) 3
.‘ . .
SUBJE&T :  SEUGENE HOMAS -
ET AL; ' . - '
VIOLA QREGC LIUZZO, aka S T e
A o FTAL-vmrms . — T D
P N . CB, EL ‘ - T e e AT -::-T;m -vw?-_;_-;;-".&j- -_I‘; "
(00: MOBILE) o o
Re New Orleans letter to Bureau, 3/23/67. ‘ £f2:—

on 5/1/67, Mr. e
Fifth  Circult Court of ApDea 5, New Orleansé ., made v .
9, B

avallable three coples of decision, No. 232 dated . -
4/27/67, two copies of which are enclosed for the Bureau y P
and one copy for Mobile. > I

The decision states that i1t is affirmed.

é)- Burcau fEnc 2 ']:[)h .L.’n;'//' o | )
2 - Mobile (44-12 5S?Enc 1)(ﬁn) , - AL !

R
l - ,New Orleans T
CLM/ipb _ ‘
.J' n (6) '
L 5

HOLKI. “@Q |
et I"E L/ V4

-
- - .dl'l".'
- ‘ .
- | . .
.‘ “
{ L
" - Ny
/r" & .
| beﬂY TS
e c. 77 :
Approvod Sent '
Special Agent in Charge ‘ s e e T
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT S ,.,
e e T
_. Memomndum R
- - - .‘ 3l ‘: :1".' " o
O The Director oare. 7-47€7 -FEL
.- . T " -
- * . — i .
FROM : N.P. Callahon . .
SUBJECT: The Congressional Record . L
{
.
1
ir"(

-—-——-—-—._,-_..;_,__

I { 2} Pagc° A3620-A3621. Conp:ressma.n Irwin, (D) Connecticut \
slaced in the Record en article entitled "Convict the Iul.ers fora Chan've"
vriiten by Alfred Faller Lewis and published in the Chicago Daily Dmender
in threa installmenis on July '3, 5, and 6. The art ticle maites reference to.
he murder ¢f the three civil ripht., workere in Ph*iadelnaia Mississippi,
ind states "It is known wio did the job, for gomeons poinbed out to the F.B.L -
vhere thn) were buried and they could not have been found otherwise. " The
:rticle also comments on the murder of civil righta worker Mrs. Liuzzo in
Iaynesville, Alabama. It states "One of those who was in the murder car,
sary Thomas Lowe, was an agent of the F. B. 1. who had succeeded in gaining
nembership in the Klan. He gave evidence at the trial and pinned the shooting
n Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. But the defcnse counsel waved Mrs. Ljuzzo's
nenbership card in the NAACP at the fury, and the iurv at the first triat

- -372 (Rev. 7-10-43} p - p e T T
QRN O MD. W =100 - “ .
UL E ) i . RS

'as aninformant {rom 2-13-62 until 1-17-66 per the Domesnc Intemgence
Yivisicgp. ) .

ailed to convict and at the second trial acquitted him. " (Gary Thoma$Rowe \ .
|

e rm o ———

VY — D ELOf—

NOT RTcoudEl |

i 13 JuL 26 1957 }
In the original of o memotandum captioned and dated as above, thoAConqrcuional
Record for Pt Flo was reviewed ond pertinent items were
marked for the ector’s atténtion. This form has been prepared in crder that
portions of a of the original memorandum may te clipped, mounted, and placed

in appgsm G 3.1 qug,,suhjcct matter files.
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Qriginal filed in:
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. Montromexy."

~6)

Decenber

1 ~ Nr, Boyd § -

1 - Mr. Hines .
| 1 - UAF __

To:  8Ar, lobile (44-1245) (C) '
From: Director, FBr (44-28601) -

‘o
EUGENE TUMAS,
ET AL,; ’z’.'

VIOLA GREGS LIUZZO, AEKA ~
ET AL, - VICTIMS 3
CR; EL

00: MOBILE

Foursirtel 11/30/67.

In the second paragraph of the LIM forwarded' by
reairtél, the second sentence states "Upon arrival, Wilkins
wasg not recopted by present officials, and he was returned to
Adviee 1f this wording is correct, snd 4if not,
submi: an~rled LIIM and score errors apgainst appropriate per-
sonnel,

4, 1967
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Date: - 0 i
11/30/67 L
Transmit the following in i _ | s
S o {Type in plaintext or cfniei 1' g ‘
Vig . AIRTEL AIRMAIL . g ’ A
(Priority) i
——————— e o -
, : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) | A
f
FROM: SAC, ﬂg?ILE (44-1245) (¢) ..t
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, "
ET AL; o
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO aka . :
ET AL - VICTIMS L T :
CR; EL _— o o S }
(oo: MOBILE) T SERE
Y o AT LE
Lr o - ‘,-?" '
- Enclosed for the Bureau are four coplies of a
self-explanatory letterhead memorandum, dated and. captioned
as above, Sw

)
\.a..l '

One copy of this 1etterhead is being furnished
to the UsA, Montgomery, Ala,

g v) | '
N&Lu)“‘ / | .

0 (:% ureau (Encs 4 )" '
l ) -Mobile T >
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Speclal Agént in Charge
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UNITEO STATES DETARTMENT OF JULLICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

Post Office Box 2128 c—
Mobile, Alabama 36608 . '

November 30, 1967

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL;
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS

On November 29, 1967, J. B, lassiter, Chief Deputy
United States Marshal, Middle Disirict of Alabama, Montgomery,
Alabama, advised that Eugene Thomas and Collie Ieroy Wilkins
surrendered to his office at 8:00 a.m., November 28, 1967, as
ordered by United States District Judge Frank M, Johnson, Jr.

Both individuals were transported at the sate time
to the United States Penitentlary in Atlanta, CGeorgla, Upon

arrival, Wilkins was not accepted by present officlals and he
was returned to Montgomery. He 1s now scheduled to be delivered
to the Federal Correctional Instifutlon, Terre Haute, Indiana,

for confinement.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 1s
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your apency.
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Date: , 12/6/67 ' :
o ' "r'ﬂ
Transmit the_following in TTyre I Slamies o eadcl }
) ]
Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL L
(Priovity) . .
________________________________________________ f I
f‘ TO: DIRECTOR, FB1 (44-28601) .‘:‘
| FROM: . SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) © ' _ » 4
0 P e wha
RE: EUGENE THOMAS; , O Re
ET AL. ' ‘ 0 & .
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; ET AL - VIc'rms A
CR; EL h P - ‘}"Ff.--i.uﬂ . ‘ .
(00: .MOBILE) Y SEE L = IR
R T T .
[EN 3} 'ﬁ’ Q ‘ 0 ‘;f;_iv“:iﬁi‘.
Re Bureau airtel of 12/4/61. ' - e

s )

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau

amended letterhead memorandum
prison. All other wording is correct. RN
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are 4 copies’ of an
changing the word present to
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Appropriate errors have been ecored;"
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" On November 29, 1987, J.
United States Marshal, Middle District Of Alabama, Montgomery,

QD . ©

U, 'ED STATES DERARTMENT OF JSTICE

PEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama
December 5, 1967

EUGENR THOMAS, ET AL.

[
£

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTINS

- j'au‘;
- ‘ '
- " (AP

&

-

Lassiter, Chief Deputy

Alabama, advised that Eugene Thomas and Collie Leroy Wilkins
surrendered to his office at 8:00 A.M. on November 28, 1967,

a8 ordered by United States District Judge Frank l Johnson, Jr.

Both individuals were transported at the Bamq time -

to the United States Penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia.: Upon
Wilkins was not accepted by prison officiais,

arrival,

was returned to Montgomery.

for confinement

conclusions of the FBI.

loaned to your agency;

This document contains nelther recommendations nor

Mo g 7

It is the property of the FBI and is
it and its contents are not to be
digtributed outside your agency. =«
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He is pow scheduled to be delivered
to the Federal Correctional Institution, Terre Haute, Indiana,
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UNITED STATES . ™ ,RNMENT ' LS
S
Memorandum
T . (X% General Investigati a’pp;smn - . B
TO :" Assistant Director [ Identification Division = DATEY {_94_-88 1 -
{C] Laboratory Division _ H - £
. . * .. [ Special Investigative Division i '_ i ) R
FROM : T E. Bishop ~ [J Training Division : j -
- . ) ) o, ™

susject: Eugene Thomas; William Orrville Eaton; |
Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr.
Viola Gregg Liuzzo-Victim.
Civil Rights-Election Laws
Following check-marked ilem was processed in Crime Records Division and is
enclosed for your approval:

~

KN Interesting Case Memorandum - . '

P

Interesting Identification —
. g 1catio NOT RECORSED

[ Interesting Identification - Laboratory 13 FF2 1968

s

. @& National Academy Item T ¢

[} Police Training Item

17/ Bt
Upon approval, it is suggested that this memorandum be returned Q;’the gﬁ?
Records Division for further handlmg. ﬁﬁgﬂ/

R H T ;M" _-’

Q Enc. v 3 "‘“(’L}’ SULD J,,;\P'J \\?ﬁ B |
Ak “ -J o, »JuU)} 1411{{3{;,

2 ¥ e N /

e — . s L S A s e o Bl A . - o, . &

At Shemmge . Latia. me -

e ——— e

i Pewr we . Mvﬂ;: »—-“:
i o TeRErelse Y 4

-y -




* \

EUGENE THOMAS; o A
WILLIAM ORRVILLE EATON; *
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, Q.m. Lo -

~ VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - vxcma CoaRE
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS  ~*

oL
' . A

SYNOFSIS: On March 25, 1965, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo who came from Detroit,
Michigan, on March 19, 1865, was shot to death while driving her car along
Highway 80 in Lowndes County, Alabama. Earlier in the day she had
participated in a march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, conducted by
civil rights workers. Mrs. Liuzzo and a young Negro man were reh :
to Ilontgovary alter driving marchers to Selma. i

Together t:cy drove to Montgowery and then to Selma. After leaving a tave
in Selma, the fow men continued to Highway 80 where they cbserved a car
being driven by a whita woman with a Negro passenger. Thomis, who
operated thz 9utomobile overtook uzzo car as Eaton and Wilkins fited
into tha y--+

and Rowe wer

)
livtuent was returned by a Federal Grand Jury %t Montgomery
chargtng V.il"ln3, Thomas and Eaton with violation of the U.S. Civ Rights
Statute, 'Ihe State of Alabama indicted Wilkins, Eaton and Thomaﬂ onctlie

i.wn ____ murder of Mrs. Liuzzo. Wilkins was trled for firat degree qmrder on
— T BAA_DNNCDE : - % .
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May 3, 1965. On May 7, 1965, the judge declrred a mistrial after the

jury was d2adlocked. Wilking was retried beginning on October 18, 1965,
and a jury roturned a verdict of not guilty. Wilkins, Eaton and Thomas _
were arralgned In Federal Court and pleaded not guuty All three were -
tried in U.S. District Court in Montgomery from November 29, 1965,
through Decomber 3, 1965, with Nowe as the principal wltncss for the
prosecution. All three were found guilty, and cach was sentenced to 10 year:
in cusiody of the U.B. Attorney Genzral. They were released on bond, pendi
appeal. At the time of the shcoting Wilkins was serving one year’d Federal
probation, Illis probation was revoked, and he was ordered to begin serving
the one-year sentence on Januiry 4, 1966 William Eaton died on March 9,
1966, Eugene Thomas was tried Ior the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo in state
court beginning on Septemiber 26, 1966, and the jury returned a verdict of
not guilty. On April 27, 1967, the Futh Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed
the 10-year scutences Wilking and Thomas had received on December 3, 196§

SYNOPSIS SHOULD BE REMOVED PRIOR
TO RELEASE OUTSIDE THE BUREAU . .% . ¢ s
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EUGENE THOWMAS; SR A I
~ WILLIAM ORRVILLE EATON; * g 3 e
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. , * * '~

F‘
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VIOLA GREGGC LIUZZO - VICTIM ~°
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS

i
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National attention was focused on the 1965 march from”
Selma to }ontgomery, Alabama, March 21st to March 25th, conducted by
civil rights workers under Federal court authorization to dramatize voter
registration restrictions 1n Alabama and to present a petition of grievances
to Governor George Wallace, The march.culminated with ceremonies in
front of the State Capitol in Montgomery the afternoon of March 25, 1965,
with about 12, 000 persons in attendance. The marchars began to disperse
about 4:00 p.m. on that date without any apparent organized plan of dispersal,
and those from Selma began returnlng by common carrier, t.rucks and private
automobiles, : . L

Among the white civil rights workers in Selma during this
period wa3 2Mrs. Viola Gregg Liuzzo, who had come to Selma from Detroit,
Michigan, on March 183th, Eke was assigned to live in the apartment of a

‘|' .
i P

" local Negro woman along with several other women. Mrs. Liuzro, thrice
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married and the mother of five children, had reportedly made the trip to

Selma after attending a sympathy demonstration in Detroit. Her automobile,

a 19G3 Cldsmobile ccupe, was uscd by other civil rights workers from the

Hme of her arrival in Selma. On the day the march began, ahé performed
telephone dities in Selma. On March 24th she told an associate she was going
to a local Mcgro church where the march had started and would travel by bus to
Montgomery in order to take part in the march on the final day ln approa.chlng
the Slate Capitol Bullding in Montgomery.

A 19-year-old N2gro man from Selma who served as ’
trancport iton officer for the fouthern Christian Leadership Conference during
the Eelma to Montgomery march vn8 driving Mrs. Liuzzo's automobile on

R
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On the same dnte, * iikins, an unmarried auto mechanic
who bad no mllitary service, was a.rrested by IBI Agents dn Bessemer.
Hc_refused to make any statement whatsoever,

An autopsy was conducted by the Alabama Department of . °
Tox.lcology, and the report of a post-mortem examination of the body of
Mra. Liuzzo showed a bullet hole atout one-half inch in diameter in the left
face, one inch forward of the lower part of the ear. hwas
iodged at the base of ihe brain. The buliet had gone through iae spinai cord
at the base of the brain and caused almost instantaneous death, Numerous
superficial small skin breaks appeared on the left face and neck from which
fragments of lead and glass were recovered. N :

w

At 10:25 a. m., on the morning of March 26, 1965, complaints
authorized by an Assistant Attorney General of the United States were filed
before a U.5. Commissioner in Montgomery charging Eaton, Wilkins, Thoma
and Rowe with violation of Section 241, Title 18, U.8. Code, in a conspiracy
to injure, croress, threaten, and intlmidate cltlzens In the vicinity of Selma
and Montgu.ery In the free exercls2 and enjoyment of rights and privileges
secured thn by the Constitutlon of the United States. Al four were arraigne
the same dnte before a U.S. Commissioner in Birmingham. Thomas, Eaton
and Wilkin= were represented by an attorney who had been publicly identified
as counsel of the Ku Klux Klan. Thomas, Eaton and Rowe were released cn
bonds of $7C, 000 each. Wilkins was not released on bond until March 29th
btecause of a separate Federal probation violator's warrant outstanding
agalnst hin, -

Charges against Thonias, Wilkins and Eaton were presented
to a Federnl Grand Jury at Montgomery on Aprii 5, 1965, and an indictment
was returned the following day charging all three with conspiracy in violation
of the U.S. Civil Rights Statute. Rowe was not indicted by the Federal Grand
Jury.

Cn May 3rd state authorities began thelr prosecution with the
trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr., on a charge of first degree murder,
Wilking, Eaton and Thomas all had been indicted by the State of Alabama for

: i v 1008 awd ib
the mnrder »f Mrs, Lluzzo, The crse went lo a jury oo May 8, 1965, and the

following <" 7 tte judge declarcd a mistrial after the jury was hopelessly
- deadlocked., Rowe offered testiinony for the state in this trial,
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~ Wilkins was retric 1 hy the state in Hayneville, Alabama,
from October 18th to October 27nq during which time Rowe again tesuﬁod.
The jury returned a verdict of not guilty.

T

- 5...47-_

: Following the acquittal of Wilking in state court, wuki.na v
- ‘Thomas and Eaton were arraigned in Federal court, and all entered pleas
of not gullty to the Federal indictment.

The three were tricd jointly in U.S. District Court in
Monigomery, irom November Z3th to December 3rd with Rowe as the
principal proseccuting witness, and the Federal jury returned a verdict of
guilty against all three. On December 3rd the Federal judge sentenced Thomag
Eaton and Wilkins to serve 10 yecars each in the custody of the U.S8. Attorney
General. All were released the foliowing day on $i0, 000 bond each, pending
appeal to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals,

WUk:lns at the time oi the shootlng WaS on one yeu"s Federal
probation, which had been previously imposed against him on a charge of
possession of a sawed-off shotgun following an arreat by local authorities
at Hueytown, Alabama, on March 11, 1864, Wilkins was arraigned in Federa

Court} Birmlngham, on December 20 1965 and the one year'a probation was

on Janua.ry 4 1965, P

William Orrville Eaton died on March 8, 1968, at Bessemer
qi natural cruses.

| Eugene Thomas was tried for the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo in
“state court in Hayneville, on September 26, 1966. On September 27th a jury
rEtas ned a verdict of not guilty,

_’ ‘ On April 27, 1967, the Fifth Circuit Court oI Appeala affirmed
the 10-yerr scntences Wilkins and Thomas had received on December 3, 1965
in U.S. District Court, Montgomery.
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Ic #uu 258601
L ' EUGENE THOMAS; WILLIAM ORRVILIE EATON; ,
COLLIE IERQY WILKINS, JR.: S
VIOLA GREGG LINZZO - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - FLECTION LAWS A Q
g National attention was focused on the march from _
ﬁ -

% Selm, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama, March 21-25, 1965, condu
éﬁjj by c¢ivil rights workers under federal court authorization to drar
2\ tize voter registration restrictions in Alabama, and to present :
QKB petition of grievances to Alabama Governor George Wallace, The

march.culminated with ceremoniea in front of’the StatQCCapitol 1
Montgomery, Alabama, the afternoon of March 25, 1965,:_N1th. about

12,000 persaons in attendance. The marchers began to disperse

about 4:00 p.m, that date without any apparent organized plan

of dispersal, and those from Selma began returning bf'common

carrier, trucks and private automobiles,

(Mobile summary memo, 4/12/65
R R e e e page 1)

2 Among the white civil rights workers in Selma, Alabama
A
3J during thiz period had been Mrs., Viola Gregg Liuzzo, who came to
£ 1

7 Selma from Detrolt, Michigan, March 19, 1965, and was assigned t

live in tix. apartment of a local Negro woman along with several

Bww d-11°25 e
other white and Negro women. Mrs., Liuzzo, age 40, thrice marrie

o' and the rathér of five children, had reportedly made the trip to
,\h‘; ‘{\Selm after attending a sympalhy demonstration at Detroit, Michi




¢
C

by Wayne State University students protesting attacks ‘on Negro
’and_'uh:l.te demonstrators in Selma and Montgomery, In Selmg her

-

. ;t\ ){aautoniobile, a 1963 Oldsmobile coupe, beaing Michigan licenge E.;-g

o was used by other civil righty workers from the time SI” her arriv

in Selma. On the day the march began, she was assigned to tele-

.}S\ phone duty in Selma, and on March 24, 1965, she told an assoclate
QC)’FO she was going to a local Negro church from which the march had

started and would catch a bus to Montgomery in order to take part
in the march on the final day from the outskirts of Montgomery

to the State Capitol Bullding,

! {Mobile summary memg, 4/12/65,
9\') [ _ pages 27-30, and pages 53-65
F') )\5 Ieroy Jerome Moton, a 19 year old Negro male of Selma,
j '\3;}) Alabama, viw served as tranuportation officer for the Southern

NO Christian Leadership Conference (SCIC) during the Selma to Mont-
N

‘ gomery mrrch, was driving Mrs. Liuzzo's autmobile on March 25, 19




4

o - On the morning of iarch 26, 1965, at 10:25 a,m.,

Py
complaints authorized by a U. S. Assistant Attorney Gener§l
3 ‘
o?

P g

q%? Eaton, Wilkins, Thomas and Rowe with viclation of SectTon 241,

were filed before U, S, Commissioner in Montgomery, harg T

Title 18, U. S, Code, in a conspiracy to inJjure, oQPress,
threaten, and intimidate citlzens in the vicinity of Selna and
Montgomery, Alabama, 1q_the free exercise and enjoyment of rights
\ and privileres secured them by the Constitution of the United
States. All four were arrailgned this same date before U, S,

Commissioner in Birmingham, Thomes, Eaton and Wilkins were

represented by Attorney Matt Murphy{LPublicly 1dent1f{?d as the'&
klan attorne}i Thomas, Eaton and Rowe were released on bonds

— | of $50,000 each that night, but Wilkine was, not rekaSed until
fhrch o0, Juby, in view of a ucparate federal proba%ion violator!

warrant cutstanding against him, o

(Mobile summary memo, 4/12/65,
pages 300-305)

\ Charmes against Thomas, Wilkins and Eaton were presente

\ -

E»P;% to a2 Fedcral Grand Jury at Montgomery, Alabama, April 5, 1965, an
vJ#f” an indictment was returned the next day charging all three with

Y

consplracy tn violation of the U, S, Civil Rights Statute.,{—w,.

.ﬂ.“? o ) - o (Report of SAF
5/3/65, at Moblle

btate authorities started prosecutlon with the trial of

'}\p .
'L\ Lollle Leroy Wilking, Jr, on n fleoct depree murder charge
‘ \j’l__] .
Q}Er‘."nay 3, 3oub. The state had iIndicted Wilkins, Eaton and Thpmas

- -
for the murder of Mrs, Liu-r-. The case went to a Jjury on ‘) 19
8




May 6, 1005, and the followl vt day the Judge declared a2 mis-

)\ . -
f"\ .trial after the jury was hopelessly deadlocied, Rowe tes ied
for the state in this trial. - - -{
(Report of SA
p 5/2./65, at
\.-’ The agtate retried Wil ne 4n auvnavd 1l1a Alahames .
r‘)\ Ll B M WGl W O WA A el T A ded b dhdh b AS -—ak IIUJ IEU'L*‘U’ nd.awaun,

é,]e October 18-22, 1965, at which time Rowe again testified, and a

Jury returned a verdict-of not guilty.

WLD ’ (Report of SA F
~ 11/16/65, at Mobile

Following the acquittal of Wilkins in State Court,

S I N

} Wilkins, Thomas and Eaton were arraigned in Federal Court, and
\(‘ B
pleaded not guilty to federal indictment,

A

I7
Ay
- \. - o . (Report of SAW
m : November 16, 1905,

All three were tried jointly in U, S, District Court
in Montgomery, November 29, 1965, through December 3, 1965, with
1} Rowe as the principal prosecuting witness, and the federal Jjury
1(\’;5‘-’ , returned n verdict of gullty against all three. On December 3,
6- ‘A- 1865, the tederal judge sentenced Thomas, Eaton :;nd Wilkins each
. /‘g to serve 10 years 1in custody of the U, S, Attorney General,
All three were released the following day on $10,000 bond each,
-pending appcal to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. ;X E'E--.-,.-./"

.~ ) " L (‘_) .t ERTIO, -"‘, vy s ("-\..( -)4,0 AR, ¥ N -4 ,“:’-{/ sas ”,1 L/J fn -
Coy Zi 7/ {Report of SAP
12/9/65, at Mo

L o

,% Wilkins at the tlme of this shooting was on one iyear's

!fedcral probation, which hod been previously 1mposed@a1nit him

on a chacee of possession i 7 sawed-off shotgun folfém.’ng an

-—r—
AP X




QO -

arrest by local authoritiec at Hueytown, Alabama, March 11, 1964,
-Wilkins was arraigned in Federal Court, Birmingham, Ibcemier 20,

‘1965, and this one year's probation was revoked and he:wa,

ordered tn begin serving on January 4, 1966, a sentend® of one

A

(Birmingham telctype to the
Bureau, 12/20/653'

e e ———— j .
Eugene Thomas{ on February 27, 1Qb was triled ;ln
,\{1/ ( SV
é‘j‘l Federal Court, Birmingham,: on a Na tional Firearms Act violation,
f ' and was convicted and{sentenced to serve a peried of two years

r“v,,/

l/ q( "I' in federal custody. B b’)(
B s

. ,,-"ﬁ {Report of SA

f» ‘f"' - 2/25/66, at B-I.J. lIl.A.ll&lLﬂlHl

¥ r\\(\ The third subject, Willlam Orrville Eaton, died during
‘VJV the evenl v of March 9-19, 19606, “at Eef:scmer, of natural

causes, aud was buried on March 12, 1966. -

(Birmingham letter to Mobile,
3/29/66)

- . State authorities have indicated that the trial of a
[ A O AT

- second- Fu Klux Klansman in this shooting had been contemplated for
May of 1906, but was postponed until the fall term of court, 1966,

!
, due to the unavallabllity of witness Rowe, *'*r*sis &+ 4, oo or

-f
W/ ?/& («/ 4. ¢4 *Ter? 2, e P s &h! 1;/:;1 ‘ Q-h‘t'!'n:‘ :a*(-l-: 'i-’hn(i;/-n}na
! - : {Meo14e Teleiype TOo the pureau,
5/13/66)
= - l
3 S
= ] > : |
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- | A
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MAY MR YOITWON

SA  Pum (8 CPR) Wiy ¢ - @ .

UNITED STATES G SNMENT
Memorandum

fro - DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) DATE:

PR

FROM :Cz"ht’;// SAC, EOBILE (44-1245)(C)

. 7
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS;
ET AL.
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; BT AL - VICTIMS

Ve CR; EL
. (00: MOBILE)

Re New Orleans airtel to Bureau dated 5/2/67,

forwarding 2 copies of the decision of the Fifth Circuit
Court Of Appeals, New Orleans, la., affirming the conviction
of the subjects; and Mobile airtel of 12/6/67, with accompany=
ing letterhead memorandum, showing that the convicted subjects
are imprisoned.

L4

- Mobile is in possession of 2 spools of magnetic

tape with recordihg of a Canadian Broadcasting Company interview
with COLLIE LEROY{ WILKINS and 2 cartridges of magnetic tape
concérning above, 77 A}; : , A

b7

»

The Bureau 1s requested to discuss this matter with

the appropriate Departmental Attornmey for authority to dispose é

of, or return, the items not used in the trials of the subjectst

2 - Birmingham (44-1236)

CS-D- Bureau (1 - FBI Laboratory) 7{1/
F g ] /
A R

_(6) . N Nty . r l
i fel e '/
H Y LA S 4 —
o, ~4. 3D t Q {'
cer = O — e
_ch\fﬂ ’
Shy™ ¥
25 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regwlarly on the Pa;'ml/.!‘uing: Plan
S -**-.lr--"h'u‘-oi--pv_:?--r'—"'—-:"- o . . P
_ ﬁ:-’-:' ":""- 5 %l -."-“—;-',g-»:ﬁ_'.‘. .Fm-ﬁw ‘L?t‘.ﬁ?“" e N

“I;W = . “mu-f“ ___imf H
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‘. ~8AC, Fobile (44-1245) prtl D. 1968
’ J 424 ‘] i?(’ Cj,/ {7 /'/ i T
- Director, FDX £Lf 77 7
- ) ) .1 - Mz, Hines
’ REC—ZU 1 - FBI Laborat«
EUGENT. THOMAS;
ET AL. A
VIOLA GPEGG LIUZ20; '
v ET AL - VICTIMS

CIVIL RICUIS
ELECTICH LAWS -

fa'a T WA EYP EY
OC; EORLIWE

ReMOlet to Burenu dated 3/27/68, with cc te BH,
and FUI Laboratory.

The matter of dirfposal of exhibits in this
case 88 cdescribed in rofcrenced letter was brought
to the nttention of the Lepartment on 4/2/68. The
Lepartn:nt curreatly has thc matter under consideration
"and will ndvise, Continue to maintain the exhibits
pcnding rrceipt of instructionse from the Department,

. This matter is being closcly followed with
the Derartment and you will be promptly advised of
their instructions when received,

1l - 84T, Birmlngham {for info)

C JWH:imt T

(4) ,
- §
] e — - - il
Vomh AN D S
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. . B B
UNITED STATES )VERNMENT ' ‘

Memorandum

0 : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) : pate: 3714/68
Y S | _ :
T .

FRoM ' T~ 8AC, MOBILE (44-1245)(C) | . ]
S . T e :

SUBJECT: BUGENE THOMAS; ET AL,

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; ET AL - VICTIMS
3 CR: EL A
- (00: MOBILE)

There are being transmitted to the Bureau under
separate cover the following items:

2 spools of magnetic tape with recording of a

Canadian Broadcasting Company interview with {3

COLLIE LEROY WILKINS. Tape is a recording of .

a video tape played back over telephone from : [

Canada to Montgomery, Ala,

2 cartridges of magnstic tape with rwecording .

of above.

The above items were provided to this office by
ST. JOHN BARRETT, Departmental Attorney, on 12/1/65 for use | ‘
in investigation of captioned matter. It is reguested that
these items be returned to ST. JOHN BARRETT,

157- Bureau . .
- Packapge (RM)
1 - Mobile

ﬁ(\! 1jes REB’&Z

-=r

o i’/‘,/’

4 anglda
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. ERTR. W S~
UNITED STATES G ERNMENT

Memorandum ~

TO ° ": Asslstant Attorney General DATE: May 17, 1968
Civil Rights Division

FROM : Director, FBI ' P1LE COPY

SUBJECT:

VTNAT A Hrnnrmyn
¥ AVWVLMI WRLUY

CIVIL LK1GIIT3
ELECTION LAWS

EUGENE TIIOMAS
L

Reference 18 made to your memorandum dated _4/30/68
(your file 144-2-470 ).

There 18 enclosed one copy of the report of Speclal
Agent dated
at .

A, [ ] This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further actlon concerning a full Investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs,

B. | _] The investigation is continulng and you will
be furnished coples of reports as they are recelived.

C. [ ] The investigation requested by you has now
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quirles will be made by thls Bureau.

D. [ ] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart-
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department. -

E. |::j Please advise whether you desire any further in-
vestigation.

F. [ ) This is submitted for your information and you
will be advised of further developments.

further 1HVOSLl?dt10& &111 be conducted unless speciflcally re-
v A

guested by the Department.

-~

1s submitted for your information and no FQ

H. This covers the recelpt of a complaint and 30
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Departhent
so directs. } v

‘ . _ ! /

" Enc. NOTE: There 1s being trav-i'tted herewith the following items:
(QVER)

TR o L T b R il

. LA AL W B M e s A . -\_;-HA"\AMJ




E
NOTE: COnNr,

Two spools of mapgnctic tape with recording;
of a Canadian Brordcasting Company interview
with Collie Leoroy ‘TYlkins, Tape 18 a recording

of a video %ape played back over telephone
from Canada to Montgomory, Alabama,

Two cartridges of magnetic tape with recording
o? above,

The abov2 items were furnisched to our Mobile Office by

Mr, St, Jobn Darrctt om 12/1/65, for use in the investi-
gation of this matter,

These iteni are being returncd to you pursuant to your

meporandur of April 30, 19G3, advising that exhibits being
held by this Bureau, which wcre not used at trial may “now
be appropriately disposcd of,

- g
: .
, - - 7
N St 0 ol odh e ¥ Y
N ool . £




- UNITED STATES Govnyc.;i??;m : 'ARTME.NT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum
T +. Director ) .
- .~ e .Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: APR3G‘988 :
T ' ‘ *SJP: RAA:jjb L
© rmow : Stephen J. Pollak - +DJ  144-2-470
Assistant Attorney General #1-085-2 . quum
Civil Rights Division B
. 1
; suBject: Collie Leroy Wilkins, William O. 2 3 2
]‘@' Eaton, and Eugene Thomas, Subjects, r
' . Viola Liuzzo, Victim; L8

Lowndes County, Alabama; . L .'{
CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS :
CIVIL RIGHTS

oo

ek

The Supreme Court having denied certiorari in
this case, material held for possible nggat trial as

evidence or exhibits but not used at tria} may now be
T L
REL crnt

appropriately disposed of. e

gL g
v ! e




- '8AC, Mobile (44-1245) 5-1-88

' mTﬁ'"ﬁm (44 aggo1) - 4 /. 1 - FBI Laboratory (For Apprfpriate

1 - Mr. Hines -
EUGENE 7 HOW\S ET AL,
VIOLA GZGS 1IUZZO; ET AL. - .
" VICTIMS -
) CIVIL RITHTS
ELECTION LAWS . ‘
CO: MOTILE -

e Purean letter to Mobile 4-8-68,

The Department by letter dated 4-30-68, has advised
that materinl held for possible use at trial as evidence or exhibits
which w23 not used at trial and submitted in evidence may now be
appropriatcly disposed of. ¢

Accordingly, material being held in the Mobile and
Birpinghov, Cffices and by the FPt Laboratory which falls in the
above catesory should be disposed of in accordance with standard
Bureau proccdures for disposition of such exhibits,

1 - Birmrirgham (44-1238) (For Arpropriate Action)

JWH:erg -1
(6)

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO >
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-

NOTE: | I

This case involves the shooting of Mrs. Viola Greg‘g"
Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, on 3-25-65, Two subjects,
Eugene Thomas and Collie Leroy Wilkins were convicted and
sentenced on civil rights charges and they are now serving their
sentences in Federal prison. On appeal to the Fifth Circuit Court,
New Orleans, Louisiana, their conviction was affirmed, The
Supreme Court has denied tertiorari and all legal recourse to
their convictions has been exhausted.

Mobile, by letter dated 3-27 -68, requested permission
to dispose of certain exhibits in possession of their office, the
L Birmingham Office and the FBI Laboratory which weredathered as
% evidence but were never actually submitted in evidence’at the trial .
of subjects, This was brought to the attention of the Department and
by letter dated 4-30-68, Department states that these exhibits not

actually submitted in evidence at trial may be appropriately disposed
of,

T T T T O T R R R GO KL T T
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N =
July 1, 1358 /_’) s
] . i’, : /
ir. J. Iigor loover . !
Lirector : ; , A
Jeder- 1 Lurecu of Investi_ution '
.T-.-‘-Shil‘lthD. De c. -
Leir lr. loover: - (T Vi ',
In the sleyin; of 1xs. Viola lluzzo in 1964 or 1955
in 2100 0 the rederal Burscu of Investigution, if my memory
serves correctly, obtained vn indietment (or indictuents).
1 request you to inform me how - und wuere = I LGy T
obtuin . cory of the indictment {or indictiments) relitive to )
such <lerins, and I request yoa to inform me of the result of ,
/
such indictient (or indictmental. //
Thankt you. %' )( '
Sincerelr,
Clucu“_o' 111111015-
oo
] P B
REC-38 /7 - /-7
+ v - 3 L—-:;:_-::‘
:j' !
— L L0 1968 -7 ~7
-; o R S e
£ ' '
] . // 5
— goRRESPONBERC
t ’.
.J-)_’f.r 7
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wwn/ o0 R
o | | July 9, 1968 .
S e T

b7C -

Chicago, Dlinois 60624

N
; Dear Sir: -
| Your letter dated July 1st has been received.
In response to your mqturieu, it 18 suggested that
you corrcopond with the Clerk of the United States District Court
for the Middle District of Alabama, Government Building, Mont-
gonmery, Alabama 36104, to secure information of the type you -
requeste,
Very truly yours,
. T M - 4§~
N\
John Edgar Hoover B &)
Q Director -
32 5 b')
o [T
Yo 3
i3 8
-3
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‘\ ENLVED STATES GO RNMENY

" Memorandum ' |
" :' V?’ “he - ‘?"/"éz/. ) DATE: (/{m/{’ / |
FroM 7}(01-.__/,. ; ",-" 27, //}'I,A o | l' . _ .

SUBjEcr: AV } f

-
1

The attached / ) has been
recelived in the Records Branch, appropriately initialed, and
indicated for file. By use of instant transmittal memorandum, ‘
all necessary recording and indexing will be accomplished. It
1s to be noted this form is for internal use only within the ‘
Records Branch, principally by the Routing Unit where bulky
material not accompanied by memorandum is usually received.

: L4

The enclosure, if bulky and not usually filed with

other papers in file, may be detached but this sation should

———————————— - as wrga DRI AN

be clearly noted under the word "Enclosure."
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Do 1 Q
LAY OFr 8 ' ' )
JAPROVIZER AND EISENBERG. ¢,

24800 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY, SUITE 207

i;.uu:n.b At pnonzi-'n ’ . SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48073 '
Coalry crtsesnrre’ . —_—

FNEDERICK r}':i‘.nunen . . - TELEPHONE (M3 3524 0080
- . Vi . ‘
d . .
: . . -

- . : March 27, 1972
T ‘  —
A

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Civil Rights Division

Justice Department
Washington, D.C.

re: Viola Liuzzo
Gentlemen:

¥

- Please be advised that this oFFi%e has been retained to represent
Mr. Liuzzo, whose wife, Viola Liuzzo, was murdered in
Alabarma on March 25, 1965. wvour office has previously
written Mr. Liuzzo concerning the personal effects of Mrs,
Liuzzo, some 52 items, which have not as yet been returned to
Mr. Liuzzo. Mr. Liuzzo has indicated to this office_that
he has been trying to acquire these items for the past three
years, and has not as yet received them. We would greatly
appreciate your efforts in this matter. May we please hear
from you at your earliest convenience.

R . .. .. Nerytruly yours,

HMP:sk

.f, oo ~ . C?-!:-' ] 'r;




'; I'nl nom
el

-
o S - March 31, 1972 l .

\A"LLJ . .
Cht 1 - Mr. McDonough

REC-7 » ,

yo . 1vloe
Mr. narold H,;Provizér
Buite 207 .7

0&{2 24800 MNorthwestern Highway

Southfleld.;ﬁlchiann 48075
Dear Hr Provizer:

This will ackncwledge recelpt of your
letter dated Maxch 27, 1972. - -

You are advised that no record has been\
locat~d of a cormunication from this Bureau to Mr. Anthony
Liuzzo concerning the personal effects of Mrs. Llu::o to
which your letter of March 17th refers. ° ) _

The Civil Rights Division of the Department of
Justice has advised that it has been in contact with you
concrrning this matter and I am referring a copy -of your
letter to that Division for its consideration.

If you have any further questions concornlnq
this matter, it is sugjested that you may desire to
coiv unicate directly with Assistant Attorney General
bavid L. llorman, Civil nights Division, U. &, Department

w s ... of Justice, Washington, D, C. 20530.

[ rmpbell .

I dmen

e —

D oke
c
Linbivp

tiller,

aliakan .
‘mEper

s __ '

wred

- — iy 4

Sincerely yours, b///
; S pe T J. Edgar Hoover
” S John Fdgar Hoover -
) - ' Director ; 4/ Jf

1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosure (copy-u!'incomix
Civil Rights Division

-
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Letter to Mr;'Harold M. Provizer i .
" NOTE: B |

Bureau is in receipt of letter from an attorney
representing Mr. Anthony Liuzzo, husband of Viola Liuzzo
who was shot and killed by Klansmen in Alabama oh 3/25/65.
State murder trials resulted in mistrial and dismisgsal., Three
subjects convicted of civil rights charges in Federal Court
and two presently incarcerated (one died). According to
1!:!’.1;&1; MI. u;uz.zo IBPUICEU.-LY IELE.LVEO wr.u;cen IEPLY IIOII:I
Bureau re 52 items of personal effects of his wife (items
not identified). Bureau files and Mobile Office files
(office of origin in Civil Rights-case) contain no record of
such prior inquiry or reply to Mr. Liuzzo and Bureau never in
possession of this material as not of evidentiary value. Last
reported to be in possession of state authorities.

This was dlSCUSS&d with Civil Rxghts Dlvi31on {CRD)
and Miss Monica G ua;;ague;, Assistant Section \.u.u:l., Criminal
Section, advised SA McDonough she had received telephonic
inquiry last week from this attorney and she told him to put
request in writing and CRD would handle. It appears letter
may have been misdirected to Bureau instead of CRD; however,
it is felt we should respond to clear the record as it may
relate to Bureau and furnish copy of incoming and- reply to
CRD for further handling as they may desire.

Bureau files itain no pertinent information
identifiable with the law firm.
L
-
L
2
-
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10  BU 44-23601

FROM MOBILE 44-1245 3 PAGES

/tﬁ“jsuszus THOMAS, ET ALy VIOLA GREGE Lzuzzo Er AL - bictlns;
CR - EL.

] ."_'
PR N ("J?V

} L3

]

- - .

.,N‘P*
1 e AR

RE BUREAU TELCON MARCH THENTY-NINE, SEUEHTY-THO.

A' ~
Rl

Sy
a4 -

L‘..

]
as
:13

10 THE PEﬁS@NAL EFFEcrs OF VIOLA LIUZZQ, IHE

MOBILE OFFICE OF THE FBI HAs NOT HAD ANY POSSESSION or ANYp
PERSONAL EFFECTS. SEVERAL INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN mnnr oF . T
THE MOBILE OFFICE THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT WHEREIN rHE vicrrn'5~
HUSBAND HAS CALLFD COMPLAINING ABOUT THE FACT THAT HER PERSDHAL
EFFECTS HAD NOT REEN RETURNED. THESE PERsowAL EFFECTS WERE &

T
/ IN THE POSSESSICON OF THE LOWHDES COUNTY,’ ALA‘*AT"IA LOGAL AUTHOR- :

ES

oW

.—‘

'
i

-

¥ "D I Is D Y 'TE’IJ ﬂlj-l. T I3

FIVE, FORMER

AT RSC" ) WELVE,.SIXTY
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY CHARLEB QUAIHTAHCE JHAD -

ADVISED THAT THE Usa, DETROIT, MICHIGAH. HAD CALLED IN AN %

EFFORT TO DETERMINE THE HHEREABD?‘}'ﬁ %F THE: VICTIM S PERSONAL “-

]
EFFECTS, INCLUDING POCKET BODE.. ETC., 1// jféO/ %

END PAGE ONE
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M0 44-286021

PAGE TwO °_ : : .i |
!

INQUIRY WaS MADE AT THE ALARAMA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC

SAFETY AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, AND IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THEwe
EFFECTS LAST XNC'YN T0 BE IN THE POSSESSION OF E. J. DIXON,
STATE INVESTIGATOR, DEPARIMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, uHo EXHIBITED
SAME TO BUREAU AGENTS ON MARCH rwsnrv-ssven, SIXTY-FIVE, . .
AT THAT TIME FORMER DEPAR?M@NIAL ATTORNEY QUAINTANCE WAS

S0 ADVISED THAT TH® PROPERTY WAS 1IN THE POSSESSION OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, : S

- = —I--ul

.

IT IS NOTED THAT A REPORT WAS SUBMITTED AND 1T WAS REPORTED
X

THAT DR. PAUL E. SHOFFEITT, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, STATE OF ALABAMA .

DEPARTMENT OF TOXICOLOGY AND CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION. b COHDUCTED

‘. . s
AN AUTOPSY AFTER VICTIM LIUZZO WAS KILLED. 1IN HIS ...

REPORT IT WAS INDICATED THAT AMONG OTHER PERSONAL EFFECTS '~

THERE WERE TWO FINGS ON RING FINGER OF HER LEFT HAND, OME 1% N
tRING ON THE RIGHT FINGER OF HER RIGHT HAND, AND A WRISTWATCHY,

U8 HER LEFT WRIST, ALL OF WHICH WERE DELIVERED 10 INUEST&CATOR

1
o ’

LIEUTENANT Eo Jl DIXONQ ) o ‘ .5 et

L LA
MR. LIUZZO HAS HAD NO DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE'FBI OFFICE

END PAGE T4O | Lo gl
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PAGE THREE

AT MOBILE, ALA3AMA, AND ALL REQUESTS CONCERNING PERSONAL EFFECTS WERE

RECEIVED FROM THE DEPARTMENT,
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‘\/ . UNITED STATES ¢ ERNMENT
- ]
L emorandum
TO ": Assistant Attorney General DATE: January 11, 1971
T CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION .
: : ATTENTION: Mr. Norman -
FROM ‘=.Director, FBI P -
o R
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL, a
VIOLA LIUZZ0, aka,, ET AL, = VICTINS A
CIVIiL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS ' ae
Reference is made tgo memorandum dated
(your file ). - o
There 18 enclosed one copy of ihe report of Special
Agent s ramarandum dated 1. 671
at _ g0 ny lalgde" .

A. [ ] This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further actlon concerning a full investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs,

- B. [_]The investigation is continuing and you will
be furnished copies of reports as they are received, :

C. [ ] The investigation requested by you has how
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [ ] Pursuant to instructions 1ssued by the Depart-
ment, noe investigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department

e [P —

E. [ ] Please advise whether you deaire any further in-
vestigation,

F. [ ] This is submitted for your information and you
wilz bc adviscd of further developments,

-r

HR '”5]'H|1 1o amimt bt For your Intoreabion and no
Fuvlhier Tnvesthzablon will bee conduebod unlesn apeatflenlly re-
‘culu;;l.cd hy the Department, ‘ _ R,

‘ Cow. This covers the rcceipt of a complaint and
furthcﬂ action will be taken bty this Bureau unless the Departrent
irecis, PP,
° 47 W - :Q‘; Cj”l g | Iiﬁrﬁjngf“:—
063ﬁﬂ19 1973 *OTRECcompry T st uoTE ATTACHED LS. TRINT
oo !76 JAN 15 B?l - -_’ , . - .
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_ Date: 1/6/71 ‘ ‘ | Ll
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-following in
Transmit the-foll M - ~ {Type in plaintext or code)

AMTPTHL

Via "' -
(Priority} -
e e e e e e b ¢
A R
> :*’ a4
TO: Director, FBI (137- 629'5) v "
. . - 1 ! ¥
FROT: SAC, San Diero (44- 3123 s &% 4
Y oo LH

X -
RY THOVAS ROVE, Akfs#ed R B A
TS NEIL 'OOR} *

127 42T =

FOR'ER RACIAL TNFORMANT!? My i ; ”" |
" i 1;{'.’" Y e [y | ! -
v:ofcu po b buzzo L,

Re San Dieso: lett 12 a 701 wonBak PR g ide g

¢ pan e Faerter / / . ‘1' T qﬂa l’-i. “'ﬁﬁ ol

Enclosecql hPrCWIth arc tHren conigs of‘a lctterhead neno-
randum eomtcerning the! above-captioned ins dividpal g It {8 Fe- 0
onested that the Burecan make this letterheomd memnr'lmh'r\ n,\r 1},‘1!\1&:

4

to the Demartment of) Justice, It s nldo requestod that ‘l: ’E
Parenit, if nossible, advise as, to’'the identity’ of* the i’ﬁrli\' idupl -
in the 'k.n'lrtl“cnt of Justice that Mr, ROWE should (_'prm'f cone %
con}mﬂ information set fortht in; the enclosed letterhead. nemo- -
nl‘ - ' '. : | T
tusn " =‘t; ' .1 1\ = l‘“ .‘!}’ . :lh : ) jh&‘hﬁ# '_'_l
M e '.~«:‘.-.11H e l,‘_m_ =
| an P "h : ' __ T &
| e 2860 50 g
o RECORDED, oy sgsrs < 770 |
@- Tureau (Inclosure -1) . t_# ¥ NOT RECO S T
L AN o 35176 JAN 15 1971 VP AL
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CToimal 2 oy NI Sy SN I |
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U¥ TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 7 STICE

T el ' : -
Y TR FIOLHAL BUREAL +. (INVESTIGATION .
RV . . - g . :

B Keniv, Fhune Sefirde - San Diego, Ciiifornia

Ve Neo -

—

January 6, 1971 . - - ] L

GARY TLOMAS ROWE o L e

also known as ‘
THOMAS KEIL MOORE ' A

. W N
INFORMATION CONCERNING =~ a9

W RS L3 -
On 12/7/70 the aboveecaptioned individual appearcd at the

San Dicgo Office of the FRI'and proviﬂed.thd”followin% information:

ROWE advised he was eutrcntly unemployed’and had been un-
ennloyed for sonme time and was experiencing financial. difficulties
as wcll as bheinp unable to obtain cemployment,-‘ille stated that as a
result of this, the following items had been preying on’his mind
and he felt that the TFBI and. particularly iir. HOOVER were not aware
of the activities of former Assistant Attorney '‘General JOIN DOAR.
ROWE had the hiphest praise for the FBl, stating. that"he would e |
happy to serve in the same capacity he had'inm the past if -he.
were in a nosition where he could Ko'bf benefit, . ite felt that he had

MN

|

don¢ a nreat scrvice for his country. ile stated, however,. that ho

felt the Department and narticularly Mr. DOAR had nat.heen fair with
hir and cited the followingi .- . S SR :

.
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‘ THIS MAIL sm& ﬁ;,?]_m; . - ﬁp

Emmcm WITHIN 48 HOUES De WUnited States \ Mﬁ% —
Pouse of Representatives |

TS T Shbington, RC. 20818 0wy gl
. J . . S | :Riupbell__
e % .- . . . {
S | . July 4, 1972 . * e Wfier, 8
R Y S P . =1 'Me. Callahan_—
‘ . . .- c;“ Hr. CIIDQI'—__
' rm Mr. Cohrad. ...
’ A - Mr.Daby
. » " § Mr. Clewel
Office of Congressional Liaison éﬂ‘ ] Mr. Ponde
Department of Justice A N & :-'- :-m
° Y. il
Hashington, D. C. :.“ o, r E @ :c_a_ ::_ ‘;',l,
Dear Sir: ’ii i ) ‘ﬁ —J Tele. Boom
—— .-—2-#.‘.. o~ v
. A few years ago Mrs. Viola Luizzo of Detroit was L
killed in MissiSSIppI whére she waa‘wotking to help =
register blacks to vote., ;% Pk 0’*
g ' Y

At the time, the P.B.I1.’ confiscated ali her peraonal
4 belongings and according to her husband, they' have -
never been returned.. ., Mr, Luizzo is very anxious.to ,
have these items. ‘,.; AR Ry N B {
e#“ '
Any assistance you can provide in this regar&'will .
be most appreciated.,;_ ) RS T

~ .
] - l":'l‘hank you. B i S‘.\‘s
’ = Ve S W REC.
o e 1, Bincerely
: ri At 3 :’g ; f.,;!h‘b
? «‘x . ¥ /(% {
-~ PR s r.
- S te JWilliam S, proomﬂe!d Ju ]\“‘72 B
i o "% 7 Member of Congress N
“.. ?-1" . : {;’1; (Q'H'CH) ,; ‘ lji\:"t *’i *b
TS ENNTRASE I umm ATivaiit u..m.:w” :
oty ‘ A SEVEE -
. S R 1. 1. kN

"y i “* . .._.il L N - EX, ‘;
WSB/!E; e 7 ?‘ 134} . ‘}: 'R }& - 21 it"]‘ ;‘;} "{'jtg‘“ ‘inr .




Sy e O S @ Ty e
R LR . + 1 . o T -..fjd‘.! _ “W‘r
i 1 - mr. McDonough -D ;-.""‘1T :
CRBM v s D5 e 1 - Mr. Bowers 2+ ¥ .
Bt GRS SR T Adninistrative neﬁew U j.t
BT E\ . T N 'Q’l-s.\f‘i rt&ﬁ"& bes f" A “vi‘ﬁ - ks
BT A
e LU Y i ov) nl?ﬂ July u' ”73 \ w’[ #é‘:&
RO YA LA f e e L R

o ‘ ] R !{. L TN ,.p.n*.f.’ P ‘rit 11..,_:.‘?&&. v
/’;‘D\;‘- S ‘ “a) f _,_,!..ll M "%Lg Py ‘lm nl......L....-';i_
U’fi Bonorable William 8. Brocmfield o vni WY R L el 4,8 e "l""”"iv 3

i
TR
. .

s

- House of mptuonuuv“ TR nr'u,l s .4;‘ o heY 1..:.'1

. _e"¥ _\’- .r ; "
ey C Iuh.{ngtou. Ih c. 208185 1 w8 WA w-\@ . ;J
..“'x ":;\:,..."{;f" h & [ j?)"‘ 3 ’Q *ﬂ.l 1’-.. HiM ’&ég 'Lf"é‘
.3 Y Du.r co rouru Brogmiields .’ mww R

\3%‘?\ o nq Ly & afp arle L‘ 3‘; E?s,a ; é‘f Jt‘i
,&_-’ ' Mis is' to aduanlodg. rocol rof ‘! gg "
TR lettez dated-July 4, 19724 directed %0. O‘lic; Jc“x i‘(‘i
Agae 0 Congressional Liaison, . Department o!::nn swhich.w d _‘
_ forverded to1this zuoii u mr e, um -rh-u tmsmm

P T ““Lr:n“ o .{lglmlo in t nES . ui w ?um:u u,’u’l t( ‘
CTantrie t obtain persona ng gq o Iy u afy. jm
AN ..e;a;.g{. g;: pivrr by Prwprest &ﬁ;&m srilng, L_,_; 3;; b
SRR R BSR4 :
R R .aro: tion uhu mﬁ‘}?éﬁgﬁ Eh
S Tie T - poSsess kI pcz-ond holonginql of Mrs, uulc'who w

A shot and killed in Lowndes County, Alabuma,’on Miroch 2§, m,k_}[
X5 1965." Our files show that previocus inquiry bas been’ udo_ i
e, v, Of the Civil Rights Division of the VU, 8.!

A s

AR ** Justice con Mrs, uuﬁ'u belongings

STaAT ..“’“f““' Tepresenting M i Mﬁ Y

Ak ' 18"11ght of that, 1 am taking the iiberty of ,tﬁ‘}vr‘_;

ey o furnishing a copy of youd lettexr to the civil Qtl .Q\ A
af Division and if you have any further questions im'this: "o~ | - ‘
Ly —aiesttEF]it is suggested you may desire {0 sommunicate '&'l .,t.
w0 directly ';t?ln:i g::i:ili !otm’; Assistant lt‘ tice .
L Civ q vision ig-pm gu o
Ty JUngqgglp ;.on,{n. c. 20530_. : ﬂ,{pfam £ el ipﬂ*f 4“"*. g
1(‘.-‘ “_* —t® ,' % (

N 2 hope this Wil h o! asslstance: to m hi’M .....

I l. gt. e E !"

" Ral : f -&jn- a r"d " irl ¥ g"; 4.: Ir .- C o "[‘k‘] “i" b " ;‘ d
. e p— . ‘ I ‘ i § IMI o 'y
; Biohop e ’ . '4"_' i J' ?s ’i""i’ {&j Ej;l nysc k
LT Eawgpar (6)/8E 1 sarl (0

1 g z’atriok Gray II ..»r.
Cﬂ‘llﬂ —— B - ) P ?‘t—};r,,, -' \ , I: . 18 o
=teid _...Jt “g 28.601 ‘ k ; .% :.: Pltti?i‘ﬂrl ’ .& 2003
e ‘ : Sl Janting P%m{oc‘.ﬁ -- -

¢ - N : .. l_ cnmam §# n\"‘*‘us‘
1% Assiﬂ:\anf, Attorney- Genera 11 losure wim»wﬁ:ﬂ, 1.,
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"‘,1:‘. b NOTE.

- in Mississippi.

* . Broomfield' s;inqulry shoqld be referrqﬁ

" such inquiries.

AT : . [
N ST W -

_ .L}aﬂ T . ! o o Lol
ﬁotter to Honorable William S. Broomfiold

Representative Broomfield (Repuhlican - Michig
with whom relations have been satisfactory, req est
assistance concerning efforts on part of Mr. Anthon?'Liuzzo
in obtaining personal belongings of his' wife who was shQt .} .
and killed by Klansmen in Lowndes County, Alabama,*on ' -;.—L
3/25/65. Representative Broomfield refers to he? murdes f
Although this letter was not addrbssed™ (0
to us, it is felt we shtuld respond to jnsure the btatement -
referring to our "confiscation" of Mrs. Liuzzo's bbélongings; %f
is clarified by us. our- Mobile Office ‘which handled this »dip.
case previously advised'it does not pogsess any qf# Py -T._
Mrs. Liuzzo's personal. belongings and they were last known - ﬁﬁ
to be in possession of Lowndes County,. ‘Alabama, al -
authorities in March, 1965. ' The CivIl Rights Division (CRD) °
has been advised of this previously, and has' handled- prior y-
inquiries concerning this materiall.’ Ho

ﬂ

It is.fell Congressman.’
CRD sincg wa are- 1 .
not aware of’any further actioniwhich CRD mayihav aken on < i
It isﬁnoted the Congr?ssgan s Ie;;en carrieq
the spelling*l.uizzo. Correct ?pelling is Liuzzo. «!”“
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qclaimn she :I.s daughter of Gary Thomn b ‘“” 4 o
Rowe, former Birmingham informant who 1dentif:l.cd the gubdects _,:» .
who shot and killed Mrs. Viola Iuizzo, a C vil. R:lghtl workc: ‘ _«‘ R
on 3/25/65. The last known contact with e was i jﬁ,'j P
1/6/71 when he telephonically contacted ouft San Dieqi P N
Office stating he was unemployed and would be’ interesged " ;
in Federal Narcotics Agent or sky marshal’'s.job. Rowd's - ':_.._""'y.";-'l'-“
Ident recoxd shows last entiy as drunk charges-.on 9/234/69 “""“‘}4& ‘;;=-,-'
when arrested by :5an l:u.ogot Polica D‘pu'tmeng 44 2 TR ‘ i

iy

¥e havé no hfomaﬂon to eltabnuhm,'}_?, '.
claim of being Rowe's daughter and {t is noy felt we sho Y ‘_ S

encourage hexr to fequest, further assistance fton rnn A
in locating Rowe’ 1.n the ownq slzo is P “plant } .,
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‘United States Court of Appeals
FOR THE !'ETH CIRCUIT

it —

Nov.23289

COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., and EUGENE
THOMAS,

Appellants,

i
versus

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Appelles.

Appeal from the United States Disirict Court [or the
Middle District of Alabams.

1,
'
t
;
i
H
.

|
s
!

(April 27, 1067.)

E
: Before COLEMAN ané¢ DYER, Circuit Judges. and
! ESTES, District Judge.

>
T COLEMAN, Circuit Judge: In the Unlted Statca
i
l

the maximum term of imprisonment for a violation

. ot 7 .
a . .
' . - BN . .
La ) .
. i

Dlstnct Court for the Middle District of Alabama,
! these appellants were convicted of and sentenced to

; ' A of section 241, Title 16," United States Code, which
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makes {t & criminal offense to conspire against rights
- of citizens secured to them by the Constitution or
. laws of the United States.! We affirm. .‘

: i, da s

. The guilt or Innocence of the appellants was sub-
..". mitted to the jury on an indictment which, after
.. amendment by deletion during the charge to the
. Jury, read as follows:

\
. “Commencing on or about’ ‘March i, 1865
" and continuing to on or ahout March 26, 1965,
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LE-.

- ROY WILKINS, JR., and-EUGENE THOMAS,
within the Middle District of Alabama, con-
'red together, with each other and with

.ar persons to the Grand Jury unknown, io

S REYTN Jonspliracy against rights of citizens

i, or latimidate mny cit
. right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution or laws of
*4  the United Btates, or because of his having so exercised the same;

. two or more g:r;on: conspire to injure, oppress, threaten,
in the free exercise or enjoyment of any

It two or more persons go in disguise on the highway, or on

tha nramisas of anathas with intent ta nrevent ar hindar his free

U WS (£ wesas.

exercise or rnjoyment of any right or privilege so secured—
They shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not

, . ore than ten years, or both."

Former section 81 of this Title read as follows: )
“If two or more peraons conspire to injure, oppress, threaten

* or intimidate any citizen in the free exercise or enjoyment of any
" right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution or laws of

the United States, or becauze of his having so exercised the same;

' or if two or more perfons go in disguise on the highway. or on
% the premises of anothier, with intent to prevent or hinder his irec
" exercige or enjoyment of any right or privilege so secured, they

shall be fined not more thin five thousand dollars and imprisoned

+ not more than ten years; and shall, moreover, be thereafter
ineligible to any office or place of honor, profit, or trust cregted

by the Constitution or laws of the United States.”

Act of May 31, 1870, 16 Stat. 141, Rev. Stat. §65608, 18 U.8.C.

i51. ‘
t Mr. Eaton dled during the pendency of this a and the
,‘h_uhudhmhudueynoot. ) p?ed

R
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injure, oppress, threaten. and intimidate citi-

zens of the United States in the vicinity of

Selma and Montgomery, Alabama in the ex-
ercise and enjoymenmtsof .certain rights and
privileges secured to them by the Constitution
and laws of the United Sta‘es. and because of
their having exercised such rights as fol-
lows: ™ )

{¢(4)] The right to participate in & protest
march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama,
to present a petition to the Governor of Ala-
bama in Montgomery, and to participate in
the carrying out of a'proposed plan for such
Anwm ad Aan

........ — o
t % an order entersd on

march pursuan
March 17, 1965, by the United States District
Court for the Middle District of Alabama, in
the case of Williams v. Wallace, Civil Action
Number 2181-N.

It was part of the plan and purpose of the
conspiracy that the defendants would harass,
threaten, pursue anc assault citizens of the
United States in the area of Selma and Mont-
gomery, Alabama, vtho were participating in

“or had perticipated in, or who were lending

or had lent their support to & demonstration
mareh from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama,
pursuant to the plaa referred to above, that
was approved by the order of the United
States District Court for the Middle District
of Alabama on March 17,1965. . = .
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RISER . In violation of Section 241 of Title 18 United ing, mark out the other four that are enu-
v ~ States Code."” - . . merated in the indictment, leaving only the
R ' - N fourth right that th: Government in its indict-
“ . The Wiifibéred sections climinated by the Court ment says the céhipiracy was formed to op-
g -read as follows: _ 1press, threaten, and intimidate citizens in the
: : exercise of, and this right is—to participate

(l) The right to publicly protest unlawful '
deprivation of the right of Negro citizens
of Alabama to register to vote and to
vote for candidates for federal office.

in a protest march from Selma to Montgom-
ery, to present a petition to the Governor in
Montgomery, and to participate in the carry-
ing out of a proposed plan for such march

"‘.i'.' - . 7(2) The right to encoﬁrage and assist Negro pursuant to an order that had been entered
L ", citizens of Alabama in the exercise of . on March 17, 1965, by the United States Dis-
.2+ thelr right to register to vote and to vote .' trict Court in the Middle District of Alabama.
¥ . ' for candidates for federal office, The indictment say's, further, that it was a

‘ {3, The right to peaceably assemble, pub- part of the plan and purpose of the conspiracy
licly protest, and petition the Governor ; that the defendants would harass, threaten,

L . of the State of Alabama for redress of - . pursue, and.assault citizens of the United
R ° States in the area of Selma and Montgomery,

. grievances on behalf of Alabama.
Alabama, who were participating in, or had

o a_
. ey

(8) - The right to travel to and from the State ' participated- in, or who were lending or had
- of Alabama and to use interstate high- , lent their support to a demonstration march
ways and other instrumentalities of in- f_ from Selma to Montgomery pursuant to the
terstate commerce in and through Ala- plan that was just referred to, and which
bnmn ‘ ‘ march had been approved by the court.”
In his charge to the jury the Court discusses these ¢ | Whatever the reason, the affirmative allegations of
e excisions ds !9u°w' . v these sections [1,2,3,5] containing averments as to
” o a - “You will only be concerned with the fourth . federgl elections and traveling in interstate com:
Lo paragraph, as numbered in this indictment— . & merce were withdrawn from the consideration of the
- because of their having exercised the right to {  jury. ‘ _— .
. participate in a protest march—and I am go- i : h ' R

ing to, for your assistance, without obliterat-




*  for preliminary
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urt order nl.luded to in the indictment, but

-,

i _not copied therein, will be lqt forth in the margin.?
* " It will be noted that the order does not mentiun pro-
" teats, ‘patitions, or federal elections. It mentions only.

the march and the plans for the march.

8 Ordered, adjudged and decreed that, pending further order
of this Court, George C. Wallace, na Governor of the State of
Alabama, Albert J. Lingo, ca Director of Public Safety for the
State of Alabama, and James G. Clark, Jr., as Sheriff of Dailas
County, Alabama, their successors in ofﬂce, agents, representa-
tives, employees, and other persons In active concert and participa-
tion wlth them be and each (s hmby restrained and enjoined

(1) Arreating, harassing, thmtenlng. or In any way Inter-
fering with the efforts to march or walk, or the marching or walk-
ing, by the plaintiffs, members of their class, and others who my
}oln with them, along U. 8. Highway 80 from Seilma, Alabama, to

fontgomery, Alabams, said march as presently approved by this

+, to commence in Selma, Alabama, not earlier than Friday,

+ 19, 1985, and not later than Monday, March 22, 1963, and to

.aate in Montgomery, Alabama; and

) Otherwise obstructing, impeding, or interfering with

+» peac ful non-violent effa-ts by said plaintiffs, members of

.2ir class, and others who mey join with them, {n protesting

and demonstrating by assembling and by marching along U. S.

Highway 80 from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama,

as said march is proposed in plaintiffs’ plan filed with this Court

and served on the defendants on March 16, 1965, and to the ex-
tent that sald plan ls presently approved by this Court.

It is fu.rtEer ordered, adjudged and decreed that, pending
further order of this Court, the defendants George C. Wallace, as
Governor of the State of Alabama, Albert J. Lingo, as Director
of Publie Safety for the State of Alobama, and James G. Clark,
Jr., as Sheriff of Dallas County, Alabama, their succeasors In
office, agents, representatives, employees, and all others acting In
concert with them, be and each is hereby restrained and enjoind
from failing to provide police protection for the plaintiffs, mem-
bers of their class, and others who may join with them, in their
march, as presently scheduled and presently approved by this
Court, to commence not earlier than Friday, March 18, 19685, and

* pot later than Monday, March 22, 1085, along U, 8. Highny 80

from Selma, Alabams, to llontgomery, Alabama,

It ll further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the motion
injunction filled by the defendant Governor
Wallace, the motion by the plsintiff-intervenor, United States of
Amertes, for relief In addition to that herein specifically granted,
and the motion of the plaintiffs for relief fn addition to that
hersinn specificaily granted be and each is hereby denied.
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The opinion of the Court preliminary to the order,
240 F. Supp. 102, stated that the plaintiffs “seek, to

. have this Court guaranite their right to assemble apd.

e e e e R e s et
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demonstrate peaceably*f¥rthe purpose of redressing
their grievances concerning jthe right to register; to
vote in the State of Alabama without unlawful inter-
ferences”. The Court further stated. ““Under Alabama
law, registration is prerequisite to voting in any elec-
tion [including federal elections}”.

On its face, Williams v. Wallace, supra, was a
typical Fourteenth Amendment proceeding. It sought
to enjoin State action. There were no defendants
other than the governor’ and other named officials of
the State of Alabama and Dallas County. The Court
order was directed only against these officials,
s'their successors in office, agents, representatives,
employees, and other persons in active concert and
particpation with them’. State interference with the
right to make the march according to prescribed plan
was prohibited; state police protection was com-
manded. No private citizens were named as defend-
ants or mentioned in the injunction. Yet, the right to
qualify to vote in federal elections, undeniably a
right of national citizenship, was an essential ingre.
dient of the proceedings.

There is no contention that th)ese appellants in any
way aéted with the knowledge of, approval of, or in
concert with any state authority. Appellants contend
that, if they violated the court order, redress should
be in the form of contempt proceedings. Obviously,

»>



*.%3 nas teceived little conslderation, if any, because

R ..a.lants were not parties to nor included. in the

| "..'~.‘.".hough the court order on which the prosecution
1., »ased was essentially Fourteenth Amendment ac-
ugainst state officials, the Government in its
-page 27) stipulates: ) \

- *‘We do not deal with consxderatlon of rights
. «nder the Fourteenth Amendment and the re-
" yuirement or the immateriality of ‘some de-
- ¢ree of State action. The asserted federal
'»ight here derives from an explicit federal
v.~urt order, specific in terms of time, place,
.27 purpose, The right of which we speak is
. v less protected from private interference
-~nan it is from official interference’.

’%. its supplemental brief, filed in response to a re-
- .2t from the Court, the Government reiterates its
"-3:nal position, as follows:

- “[Tihe right to enjoy the benefits of the
frderal court order entered by Judge John-
- uon is derived from Article III of the Constitu-
‘tion and exists without regard fo the Four« ~
_° teenth Amendment. That being so, we urged
~ . lin the original brief] that, like'other dis-
- tincﬂy national rights, privileges, and im-
“munittes, it is protected from interference by
. onspiracies of private persons, whether or
~ not state officers are involved In the conspir-
. ‘hey We ndhere to that view".
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1

The essential facts supporting the guilty verdict,
shown by the testlmony of eyewitnesses, will now be
summarized. ¢ :

The Court order was entered March 17, 1865. The
march commenced in Selma on March 21. It ended
at the State Capitol in Montgomery on March 25. On
March 21 the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc., held a
rally at Crampton Bowl in Montgomery and con-
ducted a public parad: in that City, the announced
purpose of which [stated in the request for a parade
permit] was ‘‘to prot: st jan) order issued by [a]
Federal Court allowing a five day demonstration,
march from Selma, A'abama, to Montgomery, Ala-
bama’. That these appellants attended the protest
rally and participated in the parade was established
by an abundance of proof.

The jury was specifically instructed that appeliants
had a right to attend the protest meeting and to par-
ticipate in the parade. Nevertheless, the evidence
was highly relevant as to their actual notice of the
existence of a court order. It was relevant as to the
intent of the appellants when they traveled, as will
later be set forth, to Montgomtery and Selma on-
March 25. It would justify a jury finding that as early
as March 21 these appellants had begun acung in
concert in opposition to the march

On March 25, the day the march was scheduled to
arrive, and did arrive, at the Capitol in Montgomery,

j
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: ;,: a‘-govemment informer, posing as a member of the
. Ku Kilux Klan, whose FBl connection was then un-
- known to these appellants, received a telephone call

from Kugerw~Thomas advising that he [Thomas)

.had to join a group of Klansmen and go to Mont-
. gomery that day. Immediately thereafter, a Klan of-

ficial telephoned the informer to go to Montgomery,
stating that this instruction came from the Imperial
Office of the Klan., The informer then contacted an

. agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and

was instructed to go to Montgomery along with the
appellant Thomas and any others who might accom-

o pany him.

“wgreafter, the informer met Eugene Thomas, Col-

s.eroy Wilkins, and William Orville Eaton at a
*sint avout two blocks from the Klan meeting hall in
Bessemer, Alabama. All four men then went to
Montgomery in Thomas' automobile, arriving about
10 o’clock, A.M. The informer, as well as Eaton and
Thomas, was armed but the guns were left in the
parked automobile, after which they went to a filling
station near the Capitol, - where they remained for
sbout five hours. While at the filling station, the ap-
pellants harassed the marchers, shouted at them,

; ﬁ‘: ' booed thern, and got into an argument with some of

1, the Negro spectaton

Upon the conclulion of the speechmaking at the

- Capitol, all four men returned to the automobile and

went to a restaurant. On the way there, Eugene

_ Thomas announced that they were Polng to Selma

L. ,,U[,lsuq .(“‘““‘ . ,.Uh .
. 'i, .,.H,.J T -

|
|
|
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Eaton asked why and Thomas replied, “We got things
to do, and we are going to get them done’. After |
leaving the restaurant they spotted a hitchhlker on the i
road and Eaton saig . Jhere is a hitchhiker, wonder
it it is one of the marchers?”” Wilkins replied, "I
don't know, slow down, * ofe we will see. If it is, we
will give him a little fun and a surprise’. Upon a
closer approach, Wilkins said, “No, he is not a march-
er, he is too clean to be a marcher”’. The hitchhiker
was not disturbed. 5

After being stopped at a Highway Patrol radar
speed check point on Highway 80, where Thomas re-
ceived a warning ticket for an improper muffler, the
party of four completed the journey to Selma. They
went to a cafe, where they remained for about thirty
or forty-five minutes. An individual there, identified
as one charged 'in the “Reeb killing’’, came up to
Eugene Thomas, put his arm on his shoulder, and
said, ‘God bless you, boys, . . . you go do your job,

I have already did (sic) mine"

Upon leaving the Silver Moon Cafe, the party theh
drove toward the church where the marchers had
gathered. Eugene Thomas was the driver, Eaton sat

beside him on the front seat, the informer sat behind

Thomas, and Wilkins was behind Eaton.
» .

Negr the church they saw a couple of Negroes walk-
ing down a dirt street. Eugene Thomas slowed the
car down and said, “Looka there, . . . We aré going
to have some fun". or—words to that effect. Wilkins
told the informer, “‘Get’ ready, Baby. Brother, we are

WAL R Wrase md O
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'n\gomg-io take them'. When they were within a short

L distance of the people, the informer saw an Army
« . truck with soldiers sitting within and exclaimed, '‘be

carefylihere is troops up there, the best thing we
can do is get the hell out of here’, At that they
‘passed these people and drove on. During the perjod
when they had spotted these people, and while the
car slowed down, Eugene Thomas took his gun from

 between the seats and handed.it to Wilkins, but when
they noticed the Army truck the gun was replaced
between the seats. »

~ Leaving this scene, the party then drove through
" Selma toward the Alabama River bridge. About two
. - three blocks West of the bridge they stopped for a
s w{tic light and saw a light colored Oldsmobile bear-
; ‘ng a Michigan license plate. A white woman was
.. driving the car and a Negro was seated in the front
- seat with her. The following conversation ensued:

- Eugene Thomas: “Wonder—wonder where they are
going? Let's follow them, we are going to see where
they are going, I think they are going out to the

" woods on a dirt road and park somewhere together”.

¢+ Thomas then told the others to get down in the
" back, belaw window level, because “‘we are going to
. follow them -and take them''. Thomas then said, “I
. believe we got séme of the brass. We are going to get

them tqnluht ’

A!tl'r the ln!ormer and Wﬂkins had been down in
. the back seat for several minutes and while Thomas

[P A LA -SSR

l.’l
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was following the Oldsmobile he told them to sit up
again. They continued to follow the Michigan car and
Thomas said again, “All right men . . . tonight is the
night we are going to tuke them'". '

While Thomas was !ryind to catch the Oldsmobile
he said to the informer, “Baby Brother . . . get
ready, we are going to get them on our side'’.

As Thomas started to pull alongside the Oldsmobile
the informer saw Craig Air Force Base to the right
in front of them. He told Thomas to “go back’ be-
cause ‘‘that woman is trying to turn into the Air
Force Base''. Thomas said “Nope . . . we are going |
to get them tonight'. ‘At this time the Oldsmobile |
veered to the right as if it were going to turn into |
the Air Force Base, but it did not. It veered out and' |
the woman driver stepped on the gas and went on .,
down the highway. '

Eugene Thomas followed it at speeds of eighty to
ninety miles an hour and exclaimed, *“Well, this is a

_good place’ . . . we will take them now. Wilkins told. ,

Thomas that he better be careful because the high-
way patrol radar is “‘right up there a little piece’.

- However, Thomas continued to chase the Oldsmobile

and throughout the chase the discussion was that they
were_‘‘going to get them tomight””. Thomas asked

- whether he should bump the automobile in order to

atop it. Wilkins answered, “No, brother . . . you can’t
stop it like that; if you get one speck of paint.on this
automobile, we will get caught . . . . You just get
‘up beside of it, and wz will stop 1", ,.
+
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Than the pursuing car overtook the nlrlsmnhila
waen

. " 'Thomas sald, “this is it . . . we are going to tal;e
" them right here and now". Wilkins stuck his arm out’
‘ thoé,ﬁlndow, with Thomas' pistol in hand, and as tpq
woman’ dﬂvemgof the other car turned her head -
toward them Wilkins fired two‘ shots into the front
window of her automobile. At this point, Eugene
Thomas sald, “‘Shoot the hell out of them, everybody
~shoot the hell out of them''. Eaton began firing his 22
pistol, loaded with shaved bullets. Wilkins continued
to fire as their car passed the automobile. Eaton was
leaning out of the car trying to fire. The Oldsmobile
continued straight down the highway and the informer
stated that the shooters had missed [the target].
““%dns responded, ‘“Baby brother, don't worry. I
. 't miss. That .... and .... are dead and in hell”.

s o Wilkins and Eaton threw their cartridge casings out
- .7 the .window. When they reached Bessemer they at-
. tempted to arrange alibis.
The dead body of the woman driver of the Olds-
mobile was, of course, soon found. The proof showed
" that she had participated in the march and had given
aid and assistance to others who did participate. The
informer immediately reported what he had wit-
" nessed.

q

As stated tn” ‘the outset, these are the bare, un-
adorned essentials of the evidence upon which the

- jury returned Its verdict. There was extensive, detail
- ' . corroboration. We have noi the siightest doubt that
this evidence, .credited by the jury in its verdict,

e

i
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along with the inferences reasonably to be drawn

" therefrom, was quite enough to support the verdict

! that these appellants did intentionally conspire
i:atgainst. citizens participating in the march and/or pe-
titioning the Governor ‘bf~Alabama for a redress of
grievances,

I

Section 241 of Title 18, U.S.C. originated as {2 of the

" Act of April 9, 1966, 14 Stat. 27. It later became §8
of the Act of May 31, 1870, 16 Stat. 141. It has since

. existed as §5508 of the revised statutes of 1874-1878,
as §10 of the Criminal Code of 1909, 35 Stat. 1092,
and as 351 of the United States Code, 1826 Codifica-
 tion, 44 Stat. 462, It came to its present form in the
. 1948 revision of the United States Code. For a com-
. parative table of the various forms of these several
i statutes, see the Appendix to the opinion of Mr. Jus-
: tice Frankfurter in United Siates v. Williams (1851),

3 appearing at page.82 of 341 U.S. Reports.

A detailed judicial history of the statute prior to
. 1892 is to be found in the opinion of Mr. Justice Gray
. In Logan v. United Stotes, beginning at page 281 of
' 144 U. S. Reports. -

. Two of the latest decisions of the Supreme Court of

. the United States are, of course, United States V.

| Guest,’383 U.S. 745, 86 S. Ct. 1170, 16 L. Ed. 2d 239,

[ and United States v. Price, 383 U.S. 787, 88 S. Ct.. 1152,
|
}

=g

' 18 L. Ed. 2d 287, (both decided March 28, 1988).



. Price was concerned with an alleged conspiracy
"to deprive three individuals of their Fourieenth
Amendment rights. Fourteenth Amendment rights
were held to be within the purview of 18 U.S.C. 241,
and private individuals alleged to have been acting in

warddb abnba ~ffim e hald 4n ha bl
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under color of law.

A

In United States v. Guest, supra, all those indicted
were private individuals. ,In one respect, the indict.
ment was held sufficient to charge a violation of
Fourtsenth Amendment rln‘hts under §241. In the

‘opinion of the Court, 388 U. S, 755, we find the follow-
‘7. language:

* "It is & commonplace that rights under the
Ejual Protection Clause itself arise only
- where there has been involvement of the
. State or of one acting under the color of its
authority. The Equal Protection Clause ‘does
not . . . add any thing to the rights which one
citizen has under the Constitution against
another.’ United States v. Cruikshank, 82 U.S,
542, 354-555. As Mr. Justice Douglas more re-
cenily put ii, ‘The Fourieénih Amendment
* . protects the individual against state action,
. not ‘against wrongs done by individuals.'

" United States v. Williams, 341 U.S. 70, 92 (dis-

- -senting opinion). This has been the view of
.. v+ the Court from the beglnning United States v.

: . ﬁ sl B e s P T O .
IR UT‘.N’IIID"ID, FWT s, U'liﬁ‘u ﬂﬂ“i" Vn nurm, .

& 108 U.S, 620; Civil Rights Cases, 108 U.S. 3;
~Hodges v, United States, 203 U.S. 1; United
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States v. Powell, 212 U.S. 564. It remains the ;
Court’s view today. See, e. g., Evans v. New- _ [
ton, 382 U.S. 296; United States v. Pfice, post, O
p 781.” - o o :

The Court went on to say that the involvement. of

" the State need not be either exclusive or dlrect

Guest further held that if the predominant purpose
of a conspiracy is to impede or prevent exercise of

" the right of interstate travel, or to oppress a person

because of his exercise of that right, then, whether or
not motivated by racial discrimination, the conspir-
acy is a proper abject of 18 U.S.C. §241.

In the case now before us, we are dealing exclu-
sively with the acts of private individusls and the
Government expressly concedes that the case pre-
sents no Fourteenth Amendment question.

That being trixe, we must determine whether the
alieged conspiracy vioiated *‘safety and protection to
persons in the exercise of rights dependent on the
laws of the United States, including, of course, the

..... - A

Constituiion and treaiies as well as statutes * = * N

‘United States v. Waddell, 112 U.S. 76, 70 (1884).

We now quote what the Sugreme Court said in
Logan concerning Cruikshank, tupfa:

In IInited States o, (‘ﬂlilfnllnnlt 2 1s. 54‘2

‘-uv

at the same term, in which also the opinion
was delivered by the Chief Justice, the, indict-

¢
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“™Srmt was on section 6 of the Enforcement Act

of 1870, (reenacted in Rev, Stat. §5308, under

‘which the present conviction was had,) and
- the \points adjudged on the construction of

the Constitution and the extent of the powers
of Congress were as follows:

“.1st. It was held that the First Amendment
of the Constitution, by which it was ordained

that ﬂnngracc should make 'no law nhrh'l:nnu

the right of the people peaceably to assemble
and to petition the government for a redress
of grievances, did not grant to the people the

right peaceably to assemble for lawful pur-

noses, but recognized that right as already
xisting, and did not guarantee ‘ita continu-
unce except as against acts of Congress;. and
therefore the general right was not a right

- "sscured by the Constitution of the United
- States. But the court added: ‘The right of the

people peaceably to assemble for the purpose

: “of petitioning Congress for a redress of griev-

ances, or for anything else connected with

*  the powers or the duties of the national gov-

ernment, i3 an attribute of national citizen-
ship, and, as such, under the protection of,

-and guaranteed by, the United States. [Em-

phasis added]. The very idea of a govern-

. ment, republican in form, implies a right on
. . the part of its citizens to meet peaceably for
' consultation in respect to public affairs and

to petition for a redress of grievances. If it

‘had been alleged in these counts that the ob-

-
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ject of the defendants was to prevent a meet-
ing for such a purpose, the case would have
been within the statute, and within the scope

of the sovereignty of' the-‘ United Statu ' 92
U.S. 552,563."

" In United States v, Cruikshank, supra, the Court
said this: -

“From this it appears that the right of suf-

trage is not a necessary attribute of national
citizenship: but that exemption from discrim-

ination in the exarcise of that right on account

AL EE BRA B IR L

of race, &c. is. The right to vote in the States
' comes from the States; but the right of ex-
i  emption from the’ prohibited discrimination
comes from the United States. The first has
i not been granted or secured by the Constitu-
. tion of the United States; but the last has
been.”

Since Cruikshank, it has been well settled that the
right to vote in elections for the selection of federal
officials, In accordance with appllcable State law, Ia
a rinht secured by the federal Constitution. See
United States v. Classic, 313 U.S. 299, §1 S. Ct. 1031,
85 L. Ed. 1368; Ex parte Yarbrough, 110 U.S. 651, 4

¥S, Ct. 152, 28 L. Ed. 274; United States v. Mosley,

238 U.S.. 383, 35 S. Ct. L4, 59 L. Ed. 1353. Conspir- -

acies to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any

* citizen in the exercise of or for having exercised -this
. right are in violation of 18 U.S5.C. §241, United States
v, Saylor, 322 U.S. 385, 64 S. Ct. 1101, 88 L. Ed. 1341;
. '3 *

o v sk
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In Powc v. United States, 1940, 109 F, 2c§ii-"147 151,
this Court held that the right to speak freely and
print about matters in general was not secured by

i . the Constitution and laws of the United States, but the
. Court went ahead to quote from Cruikshank, 92 U. .
. wt 852, the language we have already cited, “if it had

' been alleged * * * that the object of the defendants

was to prevent a meeting for such a purpose, the

‘+ would have been within the statute, and within
'ope of the sovereignty of the United States’.

Tie Scima to Montgomery march (assembly) was

: not in connection with any specifically impending

! federal election. The proceedings in Williams v.
{ Wallace, supra, were expressly pleaded in the indict-

ment, however, by title and number. Those proceed-
+ . ings directly concerned the denial of the right to reg-
‘%) ister to vote in federal elections and with an assem-

bly for the purpose of protesting that condition.

Therefore, guided by the cited language in Cruik-

shank, we hqlcl that any citizen of the United States
participating in the march was exercising an attri-

'} . bute of national citizenship, guaranteed by the Uniied

States, and that a.conspiracy against those partici-
. pating would be a violation of 18 U.5.C., §241.

. . i
" We thus find it unnecessary to pass upon the con-
tention of the Government that the rights of the par-

+
]

-'."JM“M‘!*
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~ ticipants emanated from the Court Order, that the -
. Court Order emanated from the Constitution and ,
' . laws of the United States, and that such Court Order '
... thus conferred a right within the ambit of §241. :

In %uching upon this point, however, we would "

point out that the Court Order was directed solely to
state action and the Government admits that there
was none here involved. Moreaver, we are impressed
with the consideration that if a right or privilege is
secured by the Constitution or laws of the United
States it requires no advance validation by & court
order. Likewise, if not so secured it would be hard to
see how a court order could do that which the Consti-
‘tution or the federal laws had failed to do. The Court
Order was, however, a very pertinent factor in the
alleged offense in that it described times, places, and
the nature of the federally guaranteed rights to be
exercised. It thus fully informed the defendants of
.the offense charged against them and it limited the
bounds within which the prosecution had to operate.

104
'APPELLANTS' ATTACK UPON THE CONVICTION

| 'The defendants in the Court below made a timely
‘motion to dismiss the indictment on the ground that

¥it did not state an offense againit the United States

‘What we have already said in Section II provides the
;answer to this point.

|

What are the essential requisltel of a nlid indict-
’ment for a violation of 5241?

.
L

)

e T q

21."



i f ants, by their conspiracy, to hinder or prevent.the en-

- joyment of some right granted or secured by the Con-

' stitution, and must charge positively and not inferen-

puy Ry N Py

) lnumc. aupra.

.. tially everything essential, United States v. Cruik-

It is not necessary, however, that the Indictment
- should set out in detail the evidence of conspiracy or

_to describe it with the same degree of particularity

required in an indictment for the substantive offense,

Cerolish v, HUnited States, sunra,

TWIYRIE W TreTE e MeinYRwy T

"ajther is it necessary to aver any overt act. Any
: . averment must necessarily be referred to the
“.:arge of consplracy as describing or particularizing
- <uch charge, Smith v. United States, 8 Cir., 1907, 157
. F. 721, cert. denied, 208 U. S. 618, 28 S. Ct. 569, 52 L.
 Ed. 647 (1608). See also, Montoya v, United States, 8
. Cir,, 1919. 262 F. 759.

‘On the other hand, an indictment [under former

- section 81] which charged that defendants conspired

. to injure, etc., certain named persons, male citizens
. of Kentucky over 21 years of age, *in the free exer-
" clse and enjoyment of a right and privilege secured
" to them' was bad as indefinite, in that it failed to
.. state what particuiar right and privilege was meant,
" though it continued with a recital that the defendants
* were officers of an election precinct, conspired to-
. . gether “for the purposes aforesaid”, and “to carry

S out-and effact the object of the same” failed o open

ey
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" the polls promptly, and by a tardy discharge of their

' duties and frequent absences prevented the persons
named from voting, McKenna v. United States, § Cir.,
1904, 127 F. 88. LR

i

‘ Nof only must a specific intent to interfere with a
‘federal right be alleged in the indictment but it must
"be proven by the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt,
. Buchanan v. United States, 8 Cir., 1816, 233 F. 257;
| United States v, Guest, supra.

' ‘These appellants had full notice of the proceedings
' and Court order in Willians v. Wallace, They took an
sctive part in protesting the order. The Court order,

'including the plan of march, was introduced in evi-

‘dence and submitted to the jury. Appellants never at
.any time objected to or tosk exception to the form of
'the indictment but stood on the proposition that it
charged no offense under the laws of the United

‘States. The District Court correctly denied the mo-
. tion to dismiss.

Appellants urge that reversible error was commit-
ted in the denial of their motion for a bill of pertic-

ulars ‘in which they sought the names of any others

‘with whom they were charged to have conspired, de-
‘manded specification of the overt acts, if any, com-

g “mitted in furtherance of the al.leged conspiracy, and -
,Ydemand%d the names of the persons conspired
!against. It will be noted from what we have already

‘spid that in a 1241 prosecution it is not nmnr‘r that -~ '

(BRI0 WIS I | a2l PITSSLRLS0N 28 5 ARt AeeRReSS

' iovert acts be averred, ln tha hearing on the motion,

1 . . .

m
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Go:;?n"ment counsel verbally stipulated that there
.. were no other known conspirators. As to the names of
~‘those conspired against, the Government responded,
"We contend-that the defendants conspired to injure
members of a class of people: the people are those
persons that were engaged in the march from Selma
to Montgomery, and those persons are identified; we

~ don't claim any individual person™. There was no ef-

fort at the trial to prove the ‘names of other con-
" spirators; further, the proof was all directed to op-
pressive action taken against marchers as such, Ob-
viously, the appellants themselves did not know and
_ could not have known in advance the names of those
- -*jcipating in the march, They did not know the in-

. “:al names of those whom they later encoun-
.-t in Montgomery or on the highway to Selma or

. the return trip to Montgomery. The proof, as al-
ready discussed, was sufficlent to support a jury find-
ing that the appellants were conspiring against per-

2
¢ - sons whom they believed to have participated in the

march. Apparently they cared not what their names
" were. The prosecutor is not required to detail his
evidence in response to a bill of particulars; it is only
necessary that defendants be advised of any essential
“ detail omitted from the indictment, 8 Moore, Federal

. Practice 7-28 (1065 ed.). At the hearing on the motion
. the defendants, in fact, learned all they could have

" obtained had the motion been granted. There was no. |

error {n this regard.

The record reveals that much of the trial was cen-
tered onﬁhe'ol;poting of the woman in the automobile,
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but this was competent to show intent, an indispens-
able element of the offense and one which had to be
proven by the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt.
The appeilants were not on trial for the shooting;
yet it hardly can be disputed that the acts of the
parties were highly relevant as to the presence or ab-
sence of guilty intent.

Appellants next say that the evidence was insuffi-
cient to support the verdict. Leaving aside the omis-
sion of a motion for a diracted verdict at the close of
all the evidence, as required by Rule 29, . R, Cr. P,,
‘which operates as waiver of the benefit of the earlier
‘motion, we have no hesitgtion in holding, as reflected
in our preceding discussion of the proof, that the evi-

. .dence was more than ample to sustain the conviction.

Appellants next complain of the admission of at
least eight different categories of documentary,  pic-
‘torial, and physical evidence, as well as testimony.
These contentions have been carefully considered hut
‘we can perceive no good service to he performed by
unduly prolonging an already lengthy opinion in a
discussion of these points. Counsel are to be com-
.mended for the diligent manner in which they have
raised these points but we perceive no basis for say-
ing that any error was committed in this respect. As
oto the search of the home of ong of the appellants
‘there was no objection below, see Rule 41 (¢), F. R.

Cr p. ©
5 It is next complained that the trial court should not

-have allowed the Government to close the arguments
‘to the jury and that he should not have charged, al-
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though appellants requested ‘it. that defendants’ fail-
ure to testify could not be considered in determining
thein guilt or innocence. These contentions are with-

out merit.

" ‘There was no error in the original charge to the
jury. In fact, upon its completion and upon being
_given an opportunity to state any objections or ex-
ceptions defense counsel very properly stated that
they were entirely satistled with it.

! The author of this opinion has heretofore stated his

. individual views of the Allen charge, given after the
. ‘ury for some time had been considering its verdict.
o Jate, however, the dacisions are to the contrary,

' .sea [haggard v. Uaited States, 354 F.2d 735, cert.
-+ denied, 383 U. S. 938, 86 S. Ct. 1222, .... L. Ed. 2d

. 'The crucial issue in this case was whether the acts
" alleged and shown to have been committed consti-

. "tuted a, violation of 18 U.S.C., §241. Being of the
_ " opinion that the question must be answered in the af-

... firmative, and so0 answering it, the judgment of con-
' . viction must be
,".\_‘.I ?’:L l . .

G e . AFFIRMED.
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