Res JOHN L. LEWiS, ET AL

IFTERVIE ' ITE  at the Elks Clube Some of the minmers at Mine "A"
ﬁ told me that %there war to be a mueting at the Elks

continued Club in Sept 1941 to decide if the PMA local should

change to Ui¥'s I cannot romember much ebout the

meeting, A mon the nome of wham 1 do not know made & stetoment nt the
mocting, thzt the miners et Hino A" would hevo to chango to Uk¥ or the
mine would be closcds. A voto was token and I votod to change to UM as
I am old and I thought I wvould havo boon out of e job if I had mot vota
for TN,

wiltcr the voto, Edronson of Ui mede = talk at tho mooting,
tut I do not romember what he scide I do not know of any UL orginizors
being proscnt ot the Elks Club, so far as I know thosc prosant wero
mcrmbers of Filha

*I workzd ot Winc A" cbout onc duy in Scpt. 1541 as a mombor
of U:¥ et which timc I ves foroad to stop working in thc mino beocuse of
my hcalthe I knov nothing cbout tho activitics at Kino ™M™ sincc Scpt.
1541,

I prcfor PHa ovor UM’ and only joinod U in order to kocp
ry job ot hinc “a",

"I hove hod this stotoment consisting of throc pogos road to
mc and it s truoc and oorroct to tho best of my knovlodgoe

—y .

Yituocsods

» Spceizl agent - F.B.1.
pC‘CiEl .t'-.gcnt, F.B.Il.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH N - irterviewed at his resi-
Springfield,

United States. He speaks and unders 1sh well, but he is
rather slow mentally and would make only a fair witnoss.
zdvised he has never been arrested. He furnished the followmd
signed statcment.

"Springficld, Ill,
Scpte 13, 1943

"I, Springfield,
nakz the follewing voluntary sia
vhom I knowr to be Special agents of nvesti-

gotion, I make it without foar of thrcat, forece, or promisc of any kind.

"I vas born I first
started working in coal mines an inols in abou n joined
the United Mine Gorkers of Aswerica Union, I storted to work at the
Wine "i" Springficld in about In 1932 I joined the FProgressive
Mine Workers of /merica urndon. joined the P because I did not like
the actions of John L. lewis, especially when the ballots were stolen and
he declered an enmergency contract.

- & ok o

W yenained B, from 1932 to 1941 and during this time I
thought the Pl was an honcst and good union, T never notiged any unfair
or unusuzl assessmemnts.

"] noticed no efforts by UMY to orgenize at Minc "A" before
1941 and I was satisfied with Pul.

*T do not remember where I was in 1941, but I read about
Elshof{ buying iline "." from Ryan. 4s soon as I recad that I knew if I
wented my job I would have te join WJ. No one told me so, but Knew
that because of what Elshoff had done at Minc "B,

M rcemember attending about two PMI meetings right after we
lcarned that Elshoff had bought Binc “i*, I was a Pit Committec ilan for
P4 loczl #51, and at onc of the meetings, I do not remember which, the
members asked me to go to see Elshoff about whcother he was going to open
Mine "."., Thu other two committee men were not at the mecting, so I told
the men T would not go to sce Elshoff alone. So three men vwere elected to
see Elshoffe. These uen were

- 370 -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERW‘J ITH "1 heard there were some fights after these
meetings, but I did not see any. I did not see
CONtIinue any UMW men at these meetings and I do not remember

whether any one talked about going over to WNY.

®I hcard that Elshof? might operate Mine "A" thru Mine "B
by hauling the coal out that way, but I do nol remember where I heard
this, ’ )

did not attend the mectings held at Kedmen's Hall or
o 1ought these meotings should have been held at

8] joinad W after Kine MAM reopened in the fzll of 1941,
Ko onc forced or threatcned me in any way at any timc, I Joined UMW to
get my job back at Linc "A". I would have prefered to stay in PHA
and go back to work, but because I could not work in Mine "A" as a R4, 1

had to change to ITV.

- . e
WY bolicve most of tho men 2t Mine PAM felt the way T

did, that if they did not go over to WX they could not work at MNine ®4"
and this was the reason they changed.

%I have not held any U7 office and was not on any of the
comittecs appointed by FM.i to see Elshoff.

"1 stopped working at Hine "a" three wecks ago because of
my health. I an presently not working.

"I have noticed no difference in vorking at Mine A" under
either U or FPLl.

"I have read this statoment of threc poges and it is truc
znd corrcct to the best of my knovledge.

Yitness (stgned) S

necial Jpent, FeBele
Special /gent Fl.B.I.®

e Sy -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

14, 1943 by Spzciz
wac born en arrested.

He is hard ol neariny and very siow mentally. He would make an un-
satisfactory witness,

— urnished the following signcd statement!

WSpringfield, Ill.
Sept. 14, 1943

III,

olio ing voluntary statement 4o

make the
wnom I know to Le Special Agents of t
nvzssigosion. I make it without fuar of threat, force or promiss of

any kind.

"1 vas borm 1
s-ntlv eprloyed a
SrringIicich

®*I first startcd working in coal mines in about in
Tllinois. I joined th:z United Minc ¥orkers of Amcrica Union in 1932,
T was not forced in zny +way to changc from Ud7 to PHA. 1 wanted to got
back to work so I joined Fili bocausz most of the men had.

"In the sumner of 1941 I r:ad that Elshoff had bought Nine
A" from Rvan and I vas not happy. I thought conditions would not be
good, b:causc of th: trouble there had beun at dine "B,

"I did not talk with o2ny onc about the matter and I did not
attend any meetings Wetween the time Elshoff bought Mine "A" and the
tirmz I —znt back to vork at Einc YA", vhich was about a month after
Minoe A" opurnaed in the £211 of 1941.

"I knev thore wiere soms rizatings during this time, but I
did not po to ony, ind I heard and read thot most of the men who had
norksd at Winz A had voted to go over to Bi¥. But I did not po back
to work ot Min. "a" until about - month aftcr it oponed, in about Oct.
1941, and when I did I sent down to UKW hoadquarters and joined UMY,
Y5 one forceé@ or threntzned me in any wny, and I joined UMY so 1 could
wiork in Hine "a", I would have proforred to stay with PMa bucause I
thought it was ¢ better union.

—— T ——y T g T T - -
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Re: JOHY L. IEVIS, LT AL

"T worked at MKipe “A" as UMY for about three
F wezks and then I quit because of my health.
continued

"I have had this statement of two pages read
to.me 2nc it is true anc ccrrect to the best of my knowledge.

(stne) S

itnzss

NS il eont, FoE.I

Speeizl Azent FuB. I
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ucrkers il Al 1o AUVn & JGTLIDDT Ul Ll widb sl Myl
he is enplom He was born in
- No statement was cobtolned.

RE: JOHN L. LEZIS, ET 4L.

ii\iERVIEH WITH -was interviewed at his residence an_
pringfield, Illinois, on the afternoon o

September 18, 1943, by Special Agenm
and advised that h worked lor Kyan
at Mine A up unti e that the mine was closed in the spring of 1941l.

Durinﬁ ihi iimo that the mine was closed, * cbtained employment

F&t Mine B and et that time joined the United Mine Viorkers.
cr Mine & was reopencd, he was retransferred to Mine 4. He is difficult
to unde « No statement was obtained. He was

rgtand
bern inM end is an american citizen.
was interviewed at his residence at —
on the afternoon of September 18, 1943, by

Special Agent and

" TERVIE WwITH

L _ _ _J
_is & person of average intelligencc, and YOuLQ MAKC BN
everagc witncss., A4t the time that Mine & was sold, expected

to return to work therc, but when he heard that Elshoff has purchased Mine

A, he immcdiately lcft Springfield, and went to where a relative

of his hed a small minc which he was going to operate. He advised that he

left Springfield, because hc did not want to get mixed up in the trouble

that he expected would follow the change of ownership, &s hed happened et

Yine B. He has o strong hatred for John L. Lewis, but joined the United Mine
S

ard 48 riow o merher of the INMT in th‘ ing “v‘_d hn‘rn

- 374 -
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET wl.

INTERVIEW WITH

nois, by Speciul .gents
Sevtember 14, 1943,

5 interviewed at
Springfield, Illie-

q He 45 employo ine "a" as o digger.
svands English well, but his momory is bad and he would not meke o sutise

feotory witness., He stoted he hos never been arrestods

"Springfield, Ill.
Scpte 14, 1543

"1
»
moke the fo

Springficld,

Illa

agderel Buroou

m.:hom I know %o be Bpeeicl agentis o
c vestigatione I make it without feur of threet, forec, or pronise

of any kind,.

"I wos born in I un omployod

os o diggor at the Mine 47, ¥ *

"] first started working in coul mines in sbout I
joined the Thited Mine Werkers of snericu Union in Bpringficld in
sbout I sturtod to work ot tho Mine "." in about hmln
1632 1 Joire! #e Progrossive Mino Workers of dmeriou Unione entire

looal of U7 ohunged tc PMa cnd thut is why I dide I ounnot remenber
why we ohtngod.

"In tho early fuzll of 1941 I rcud thot ELSHOFF bought Mine "L
fran RLaH and I thought wo would huve trouble ot ™" liko thero had
been ot Mine "B". I didn't ottend Fidl. meetings und the only neeting
I went to zfter ELSHUFF bought Mine ™." wus ane Bundoy ut the Elks Club.
The men told me I would huve to join UMI if I wonted tc kcep iy Jobs 1
do not remember who told nc this but thoy wero mon I worked withe I
wont to this necting ot tho Elk's Club of ny o froe will tnd no one
forced or threntened me in uny waye I votod to go over to WM boonuse
1 did not wunt to lose my jcb ot Mino "L" and beouusc I wus afrnid we
would hive the eane troublc at "u" as thoy had ot "B", und I wus too
old tc wont to fight or get beat upe I hoord rupors thut tho canpony
oculd .porate Mine "a“ by huuling coul thru Mino "B"s I don't rononber
very nuch that tock ploooot this Elk's Club nootings

"] wes sotisfied with Pa and would have proforred to stay
Ph, but I joined WY to keod my jub und Gvuid troubles Conditione are
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ARy JOHN L. LIXIIS, ZT ke

IN ERVIZI WITH the erpo ot Mine %" under BT us they woro under
Pliie Now it doesn't nuko o great deal of
gontinue differcnoo to mc thet we cro U4/, but when wc dhonged

I di4 mot like it, beouuse I wanted to sty Pl.

"No cne fraa UM und no ono fron the ounpuny ever told mo
£ join UWHe I Joined vclunturily by signing ot the Elkt's Club thot
Sunday aftcrnoon.

"I an @ yeors of ngo, und ounnot ronenbver os well ts I

uscd tce This 15 L1l I oacn renembor and this stutonent of two pegos

1s truc ond sorroot to the best of ny kmowlcdges I have rotd this
stateon.nt.

*iitnesss |

Spooicl Agent, FBI.
Spocial sgent=FeBels™
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RE: JOPN L. LE7IE, ET AL

INTERVIE: W17 s intorviewed ct his residonco*
& Springfield, Illinois, on tﬁiiin ng '
of Scptember 13, 1943, by Specinl Agents

is considered us v goo
- o€ and has boen a coel miner for FOurs,
He is not difficult to understand, s a keen memory, and an intelligence
tbove thet of the average miner. It ic not believed that he would bo easily
confused on ecrces excmination, He gave information set forth in the follow-

iny, stotument: .

3.
b3

"Springfield, I1l_

Qomdraamw T 104%
WODLELILEL LWy AT%

“"Hv n-me is m. I wns born d
who hrve idontified themselves ©o me a Special

hgents o1 The Te@Birosu of Investigztion., Mo promiese, thrents, or con-
siderction of any kind ly.ve been mnde o me to get me tc make this statement,

"I worked ct Ninc A from cbout until February, 1941, I ws a
nenber of the Progressive Mine #.rkcre of facrice until September 1941. Be-
fore I reand the announcenent in the piter thot line 4 had been purchased by
ELSHOFF, I hed heard of no disscnsion vmong the P menbors. 411 of the men

wore satisfied, ocxccpt nn very fow, and I think they wore strong Fil7 membors.

"When ELSHOFP bought Minc &, there was no contract with any operator.
It wns my understending thot becousc therc was no controct that the operator
could hire or derl with snyone thct he wantod to. We thought, apd it was my
opinion too, that ELSYOFF would nct coerate mine 4 unless he could oporate it
with U7 men. I thoupht this, and I shink mcst of the men thought this, be-
cause of the things that they kad heam™d obout what had happened at Mine B dur-
ing the trouble therc. From what wo hed heard, ELSHOFF favored the WiV, end
we 811 thcught that we would have to Join the G in order to get our jobe
back., That wis the idec most ~f the men had at the Progressive mectings that
I sttenfdod. Thot wos oy iden, At the meetings of the Pregressives, we dis-
cussed that, and tcld us zcll thnt we would have

tc join the UL¥ in crder [

"4t the first mecting held at the Progressive Hell, the men d4id not
know what to do. Toaoy did not decide much. At the seccnd meeting they were
protty discouraged, and did noct get mich done either. At the mesting in the
Eik's club, the men had ccme tc the ccaclusicn that there was not nuch that
they cculd do to pget their jobe buck, and that it wns the best chance for them
to join the UMY and mnybe wo could ge’ our jobs back. Thet wes my idea. We
Joined the UMM thrt night, not becous® we wanted to, but because we had to in
order to keep cur jobs. AL least, that wus ny roasecn.

- 3'?'? -
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i RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL

"Eemunson came tc the moeting after it hed been going
for o while. He talked to us, ond told us thot if we
contimied joinod thc UKW that he would go t bat for us end that
- we would get our jcbs back. He did not exsctly def-
inetely say s:, but he left it pretty plein to us that he thcught that he ccull
meke ELSHOFF do anything that he wantel him to do, and he almest promised us
sur j bs back. That is the romscn that I joined the United Mine Workers.

"Liothing unusualy happened nfter the mine reopened, but things were
nst o6 gocd s befere, end 1 left the mine as sncn &s I hnéd u chance to get
beek inte o Procressive Mine, becausc I liked the Progressive Unionm better,

1 em now at_ u Prcgressive Mine,

"I heve rocd the abuve statement cn this and one other page. It is

all truc and occuratel"
/=/

FBI
2

- 378 -



RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL

"E’munson came tc the moeting after it had been poing
for o while. He tnlked to us, and told us that if we
continued joined tho UMK that he would go to bat for us and that
we would get our jcbs back. He did not exactly def-
inetely 82y 5., but he left it pretty plain to us that he thcught that he cecull
make ELSEOFF do arnything that he wante? him to do, and he almest promised us
sur j bs brck. That is the rebscn that I joined tho Unitod Mine Workers,

"li>thing unusualy hoppened after the nmine reopened, but things were
nst os gocd s bafere, rnc 1 left the mine ae sncn a5 1 hnd a chance to get
beck into o Prorressive Mine, becruse 1 liked the Progressive Union better,

I em now at— t. Prceressive Kine,

"1 heve rocd the ob.ve strtement cn this ond one cther pngo. It is

all truc and accurate.
/+/ O

FBI
)

~ 378 -



RE: Jomy L, 1S, &t AL

INTERVI was interviewed at his residanoe- '
pringfield, Illinois, on the afternoon o

P antember 13. 19432 . by Spaeciael .A.?smts

am-'would not be considoroed 68 6 EOOQ
witness duec to the fmct that he does not understand and speak English well.

He gave information set forth in the following statement:

F8pringfield, I11
Soptember 13, 1943,

"My nome 1— b Ivms born in

_ I have bhaen nn Ameriern citezon Bince I muke the following state-
ment to who havc identified thom-
sclves to mc to De opeclil Agents o urcau of Investigation., No

romiese, threats, or considerution of any kind hus been mnde to me to make
this staetement.

"I workod at Mine 4 fram -untll about lMarch 1943, I belonged
to the Progressive Mine Wirkers of Amcricon until September 1941 whon Mine A
opened up. Before thet time I was woll satisfied with the Progressive Mine
Workers of Americe. I prefcrrod then to work under the FMW, and do now, be-
couse it is e better union, end they troat us better. I wans not at any of
the meetings when the matter of choning unions wns discussed becnuse I was in
the hospitel st thot time. I wns told that thoy werc going to teke tho coal
out of Minc A through Mine B if we did not ;join the UMW, told
me thate I joined at the ULW, building in order to go to worke. 4 uid aot
like it under the Ui out there, beccusec of the way they were treating the
men end would not let them talk or anything. I guit and went to the arsenmal,
end am now working at — a Progressive Mine. I do not want to go

back to & UMW mine.

"The nbove statement on this page hns been read to me by-

- It is 211 truc and cccurate."”

F.B.I.

/o

/ IR —
o/ S ————
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was interviewed at his residence
n the afternoon of ril

T e A g

Re: JOHN L. LDwIS, ETAL.

Specila Agents

”can be easily unders oo , DUl appears
below: of the average miner. He gave information set forth in the
following statement:

"Springfield, Ill.
September 15, 1943

, who have identified themselves to me as
Special Agénis o e re u of Investigation. No promises, threats,
or consideration of amy kind has been made to me to make this statement.

"] have worked at ¥ine A for about six years. I was working there
when the mine was sold by RiAN., I remember that the men at the mine changed
unions when the new company took over, but I do not remember why. There had
been no talk before then about changing unions that I know of. I was
satisfied to work under the Progressive Xine Workers, but it did not make
much difference to me which union I belonged to. I went to scme of the
meetings at the Progressive Hall when this matter was discussed. I also
went to the meeting at the Elk's hall when the men voted to go to the UkW.

I sat in the back that night and cannot recall what happened or what was
said, EDLUNSON talked that night, but I do not know what he said because I
could not hear him. I joined the ULW that afternoon because the rest of the
men were signing up. After the mine re-opened, I saw round
the mine once. I cdo not know what he was doing out there.

2T was always satisfied, and I think most of the men were .
satisfied with the Plli,
(signed) RS-
W 7S . R
B.I. _
F.B.I.%

- - ————— o T S

"My name 15“ I was born.in
I ar now working ail kine A, make the following statement to

ﬁ
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Re: JOHN L. LB¥IS, ET AL

INTERVIE® ¥ ITE ae interviewed at his rezidence,
Ay Springfield, Illinois on the

afternoon of tember 15, 1943 by Special Agemts

vag very @iffiounlt
By did not sttend
any meetings of the local and joined the UMV only when he went back

to work end they asked him to sign before he ocould work. He did

not knor what he had signed. He had always been matisfied with the
union before dbut did not reelly know much about what the union was

or what the ¢ifference was., Due to his insbility to read, no signed
etatement was obteined.

.= 381 =
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIE/ WITH

Specic] Aronts
n-t ¢rnsidered a5 o fc0d Witness inasmuch s he is very hurd © ering. He
gave information sct forth in tho following ststement which he refused to sipr,
but which hc stetcd wes true nnd accurantet

Bpringfield,
343, by

[]
»

“8pringfieid, I1l_
Beptember 13, 1943,

- "Hy name is I wes born dn
I nnle the following stutement to
o heve identificd themselves to me tc be oSpociul hgents of the Federa
Burgeu of Investigution. No promises, threats, or consideration of eny ki d

has besn mede tc me to moke this stntement,

"I hnve worke? nt Mine 4 for cbout 7 years. I anm werking there now,
and workod therc ot the tinme that the loczl of Mine A changed frem the Pro-
grossive Mine Workers of Auerica tc the United Mine Workers of fnerice. I
25 nat kncw much nbout whet hoppened ot thnt 1 e. 1 know thot o new company
took over, end they changed the unicne, I did nct nttond any cf the ncetings,
or know nnything absut what happened at the moetings. 1 2id nct go cnywhere
until tho nine wag recpenc?, and went buck tc go to work. At that tine 1
joined the UMV, Prior to that time I wos satisfied with the cperation of the
PL7, and would hove been just as sctisfied tc woerk under that union, 1 think
most of tho men felt the sume, woy, but it did not moke much differonce to mo.

"I heve rezd the ebove stotement cn this pape and it is all true
end accurate.”

(unsizned)

- 382 =
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REs JOEN L. LEVIS, ET..L .

i ﬁmmm TITH

iewosd on Septembe B, 194

King ot Mins "." under

0lE, Wag
dii‘f‘l io*u in undor- |

standing the questions propounded to him e is not bolioved thet
he ‘would muke a good witnesse His stotomont is as followss (He nde-
mittcd onc arrost for wviolation of tho Nutional Prohibition iote)
- 5
"Springfiold, Illinois
Septombor 18, 1943.

Springfield
cinl «weents

-4

vhom I kmow to be Speoicl agents © Burenu of Investa
getions Wo throuts or pramisos of any kind huve been mode tomep 1
huve begn told I nood not muke wny stetonent and thet this stotoment
cain be used in oourt.

"I wis boru in m I enne_to
americt in -nd wi.s nuturcilzc pringricid, ois on-
— I huve boon enployed ot Mine "." since about- I wos &
member of the United Mine ‘orkers Union vt thot time. I am still en~

ployed ot Hine "." us & diggore

"l rermonber jeining the Progressive Mine Vorkors union
in 1932 and jolning the Unitod Ilinc Tiurkers in 1941 but I hoeve no
prefercnce for cither unions I loorned ubout the sule of Hino "."
through o lotter from Mre BILL k¥zKe This didn't neun anything %o
mce. I 2ttonded o necting of the miners &t the Elke Club ot whioh
the nen voted tu join the United lldnc liorkorse. I woted tu go over to
the Unitcd Minc 'Jorkors so I could keéep my Job und dbeocuse all the
cther non voted to go overs I voted to go uver boosuse ] undorstcod
thut ZLSHOFF wouldn't operato Mine "™ with tho Progrossive Hinorse

"I hove no proferencc for eithor union, I only want to
worke

"I have boen read the within statorient consisting of cne and

2 half pogos and it ip wll truce

Jlitncssed

pudiul agzents, F.B.I, - 382 -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL.

was interviewed at his residence, _
pringfield, Illinois, on n O .

1943 by Special Agents

woulid make a good witness, ne nas an

intelligence a!ove !!a! o! t!e average miner, He makes a good appearance,

and can express himself well. He gave information set forth in the following
statement: - ' )

“Springfield, Ill,
September 15, 1943

_________"My name is_ I was born in—

I am now working at

e owing statement to vho
have identified themselves to me GO ¢] e rederal Bureau
of Investigation. No promises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been
made to me to make this statement.

“T worked at Mine A off and on four about Hyears , ending in
November 1941, I worked at the mine at the ti_e that it closed for the summer
of 1941, At that time, and up uniil the mine was sold, there had been no talk
about changing unions, I had heard of none at all. Although the men were not
entirely satisfied with the way the Progressive Mine Workers were taking care
of them, they would have gone back to work as Progressives, and continued to
work that way if nothing had happened. I am not sure what happened there to
cause the men to change over, I was not seeing the men much in those days.

m were close friends of mine, and they came to my house on_
night, and ta to me about the situation. I did not go to any meetings

except the meeting at the Elks' Club when the vote was taken to go over to the
UM, As I understand, the men were told that they would have a better chance
of getting the mine opened if they joined the ULW. Most of them wanted to get
back to work pretty badly, and I think that is the reason that they changed.

] personally did not care much which union I belonged to. I was a
1little disgusted with the Progressives at that time, and was willing to go over
to the ULW if there was a chance that the mine would open any sooner. That is
the reason that I joined the UMI, I do not know that there was any talk made
to the men that ELSHOFF would close the mine down, or that he would not
operate with PAW men. I do not know that the men thought that ELSHOFF had
anything to do with unions or preferred one over the other,

®The night that the vote was taken to change unions, EDRUNSON
talked. I cannot remember what it was that was said. I was not interested;
and wanted to get home, I knew that they were going UMY and so I did not
pay much attention to the details.

“I had ridden to the meeting with [ IR T rere
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL.

TNTERVIE. wITH and since I had ridden with them,
1 stayed with them when the went over to the VLW building

and EIUNDSON's office. 1 do not recall what was sald over
there then. EDMUNSON swore them into the UMi, ELSHOFF and
some other man came to the meeting there, and there was some talk about the
mine.. I do not recall that ELSHOFF said arything about what he planned to do
with the mine, or said anything about the unions., I was at his office when the

lllll = —rww

contract was signed.. I:do not know or remember many of the details,

were out at the mine for a while after
it reopened, 1 did not know at that time that they were UM organizers., 1
did not kmow what they were doing out there,

vT worked for a while, and quit at Kine A when they changed the work
around, and put a lot more work on me. There was nothing about the unien
involved in my quitting.

9] am now 2 member of the UMW, I would have stayed in the PLW if the
mine had reopened, hiring PK«+ men, but it did not make too much difference to
me.

“There was no compulsion that I know of put on the men by either
union either to keep them from joining the UMW or to get them to join the

i’
Ve o

#T have read the above statement on this and two other pages. It

is all true and accurate.
gesy -~ ]

WITNESSES 3
B.I
F.B.I."
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEN WITH

aynoon ol Setl Fmber
13, 1943, by Bpecia

*would make & fair witness aue To B average &b y to express nimsell,
anc bc understood. He gave information set forth in the following signed

stetement:

"Springfield, Ill
September 13, 1943,

I am now an #mericen ¢ make the following s!!e-

_ ment to who have identified them-

- selves to tral buroeu of Investigation. No
promises, threats, or consideration of any kind hes been mado to me to mske
this statement., It is &)1 true and accurate.

I wes born in
ez rough my father, I

"My name is

"I went to work st Mine A in 1935 or 1935, I worked there until
sbout February of 1943, I eam now employed ot ¥When I went to Mine
4 I wee o member of the Progressive Mine Workers o erica. I joined the
Unitee Mine Workers in 1941 whon ELSHOFF bought the mine and it was reoponed,
because I wanted to work. -

"Until the timo that I heard that ELSHOFF had bought Mine 4, I heard
no talk cbout changing unions, or any disatisfaction with the Progressive Mine
Workers of America, There were same mectings sbout the change of ownership
and what we would heve to do about it. I went to a couple of meotings at the
Progrecsive Hall, but did not go to eny other meetings. As I understand and
remcmber, we wore told that they were going to take the coal out of Kine 4
through Mine B, They told us that they would close Minc 4 and not open it
unless we would join the UiW. *is thc one who did most of the
talking and snid this &t the meetings attended.

"1 did not go to the mecting when they voted to join the UMN. I
did nst went to becomo o member of the UMW, and did not go back tc work at
the Mine for about two weeks nfter it was Teopened bocause I did not want to
join the UMA. However, I finally joined the UMW bocause I wanted to work.

"After tho mine reopened thore wns a lot of things that went on
out there. They triod to got those of us who were still strongly FMT to quit,
ond gave us poor rooms, "docked” us, and hed difforent woights. They also
ﬁ o threatondod us, snd fined us 211 the time or threatened to fino us for every-
= thing. ' ‘

"I stoycd at Mine 4 until I could get nnother Job at a Progrossive
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL
INTER T e T T Mine, I joined thce UMW and stsyed in it just so that I
# could work, end changed as soon us I could. I would never
ontinued have chnnged from the PEF unloss I hod to to keep my Job,

"I heve read the ebove statemont on this page and one other, It

is all truc anéd accuratc.,”
/<

L -
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RE: JOHN L. LE¥IE, ET LL

Loy
Cd Py A L ] Afhd WAAL Ll 4 AT

ing ~f Beptembor 13, 1943, by !pociul !cen!a‘and“
mis nyt considered e8 o geod witness due t0 the fact -
"t he hrs diificulty understanding and spenking English, He gave informa-

tisn set forth in the follewlng signoed statemont:

"Sorinpfield, Il
Soptamber 13, 1943,
e o R T .. the Pollewdne stotemont +o SRS

&~ Lk At L T L ".I.LLE WL ol il W VO

vho hhve identified thomselves to me to
poccl-l hpents of the Federsol Buresu of Investizntion. Nc promises, threats,
or cepeidercti-n «f sny kind hnve been made to me. : '

"I worked et line A about iyears. 1 we 1941 when
the uni-n at MNine 4 chip-ct frop PV te UL,
I do nnt speck cr understa -

ish wells, I went to s'me mectings o 2 Prcgressive Hall wne the compony
chenred ownership of kine A, I o nct remembor how many meotings I went to.
as I remumber, the pit comaittee made o repert that the new compoany would not
hire anybody but United Hine ‘Werkers, and I did not wont to join the United
Mine ¥icrkers, sc 1 quit work at Mine A, I did not o to any meotings ot any

tther plr.ce.

"I wre sctisfied with the cperetion of tho Progressive Mine Workers
cf America and did mit went to change unionas,

*The ebove stntencnt on this

— It i ¢l1l true cnd anccurate

.
2D
o
o
o

o
o
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RE: JOHK L. LEVIS, ET 4L

i‘f TERVIE" WITH
pringiic »

on the o 2
of Buptembor 13, 1943, by Spocial hgents nd m
h is ccnsidered ns a good potentinl witness. Ho is no cu

t. underst.rd, he cun exprcss himself feirly well, =znd ‘he would be difficult
to confuse on cross examinzaticn. He gnve informntion set forth in the feollow-
ing signod statement:

"Springficld, I11_
September 13, 1943,

"My pame is _ I wus born inq

I tn e citezen through my fother., I en n-w working et Panther Croek Mino #4.
“.nd m

me to be speeinl Agents o ¢ Federal bure

I reke the fcllowing stotement to
who huve iderntified thamsclves Yo

ecu of Investignticn, lic promises thrents cor comsideranti:n of any kind has
becn made to me to mrke this statament, It is true enl accurnte.

"I went to Eine & in 1933 or 1934, I wrs employed et Mino A in 1641,
and stayed there until Jrnuery 1943, During ell of the time that I wap em-
ployed at Kino A, I wns a membor cf the Progressive Minc ¥orkers of Amorioca
up until Secptember 1941, when I jcined the United Mine Yorkers. I joined the
U7 in order to keep my jsb. All the time beforc that I hnd beon satisfied
with tho Fi¥V, end would hove preferred tc stey in thet union., It wos a strong
Fi7 mine. I think all ~f the men were satisfied with the PMdJ, and I did not
hezr tny talk cbout changing unions until the snncuncement in the paper that
ELSHOFF wos goirg tc epcrate dine A,

"S-on after thet I pct o oecrd frm — He asked me to
come to ¢ moeting. I dic n:t go. I did gu to o couple of meetings at the

Progrussive Hall, I do not reenll oxactly what hopponed at these neetings.
There wus o 1ot of tulk. s I roecll the talk was that they were geing to
close d-wn the mine, an? tukc the conl out threoush line B, and the
men told us thot thoy would clsse the mine down and not work it if we stayed
Fili. They scié that we would have tc join the UM in order to work et Mine A,
I d4id nct want tc join the Uilf, nnd 2id nct go to the meeting whon they woted
abcut changing unicns. Vhon the rest of the mcn had jeined the UMN, I decided
to go back tc work, end tc work abcut three days later. I would rother have
steyed in the PIW. After the nine became ULV, they would not let us tolk at
£11 abcut things ct the minc. The old men were not allowed to speak their
cwm languoges. Those of us who thoy thought were still strongly PN, were
given psor rooms, and treatoed poorly. They were trying to get us to quit,
They kept en crmed guard et the mine shoft for quit a while after the change
end the opening as UdV. There never hz:d been an nrmed guard there before.
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RE: JOHM L. LEJIS, ET AL

They tried tc keop us frem soying anthin, about working .
Fhso were strengly

esnditisng, end threotened those of us
Fi5i. They put o lot of "docks” on us, ond therp was a

chanre in the weighte cf the coel,

"One doy I her‘.rdq and sovernl ~f the company mon, who were
strongly for the UMW tclking, that protty socn they would have Old West, and
sme ¢f the othur PHY mines in & short tine.

"Thoy clen fined us if we did nct buy cur cocl et Mineo 4.

He stayed in the mine ~ffice every
I do not know what he was

{continucl

"I Ymow whe is.
n raing £or aleong time after the mine reopensc.

suppcsel to he doing there.
"Ls soon as

opened up, and I could get ancther job,
I quit lline 4, and wenl ©° wor o that I would not have tc con-

tinuc to work under the Ul
"I heve rond this statcmen® :tn thic and cne other page. It is all

/+/ S

truc end cccurcte.”
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wreavies w1t SR o intervicwed by Special agents IR

end speeks wery poor English,
and although he apperred to be cooperative, he apparently
dces not have much pertinent information rolative to instant case. It is
believed ho would be a boor witness. Thore is set forth below the signod
statement exccuted by NS

¥3cpt. 15, 1943
Sprirgfield, Iil.

A1 make the follewing voluntery statement to B
spoeinl Agernts cf the Federal Bureeu of Investi-
gation. Lo Cets cr promises have been made to induce me to make eny

statement,

"1 vas bern and beeome & U.S. citizen
in - I werk ot line 4 now and ny &
I have been & nermber of tho U.lL.™.. sinco

1ife, I storted working at line 4 in pbout [ ere.
L

"In 1932 whon the res% cf the mon joined Progressive I elso
signed up for that union. I thought the LA was a good union. I remomber
thet Yinc & was shut dovm in the spring of 1941 and some time in the late
swmer I hecrd thot Ryan sold Linme & to Elshoff.

91 heard that the PLA had some meotings im the fall of 1941
after the minc was sold, but the cnly cne I ettended was the one at tho
Elks Clube. It was at thzt meeting that the men decided to join U.k.i.

"I didn't want to join the U,E... but 1 saw that all the rest
of the men were joining sc I decided to join up because I didn't want ¢o
icse my jcb, Ldmondson gave a mice tolk at the mecting, He said he waos
glad we were coming beck to the U.kiee end that it wculdn't cost us any-
thing. I com’t rcmember amy other speoches, but thers was all kind of
talking among the men thut if they didn't join the UMW they wouldn't work.
1 tlso heard some talk obcut the mining of ccal from Mine & through kine

B,

"I jcined the U.M,T7, wnion that night at the Elks Club because they

sadd I cculdn't get ancther job, 8ince I was an old man I figured I had
better sirn up, No force was used to make ms sign up other than the above.

“This statcment has besn roal to me by _and it ia
true to the best of my mcmorys
St ——
/+/ R
witnessed: .
, opecial 4gents, F.B.I1., U.Ss Dept, of Justice, h
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'48 interviewed by Special Agents
on September 14

IRTERVIE.V AITH

' ' 193 at Springfield, Illinois.

but it was @ifficult to mske him understand,
ne stated that he knew little of the facts concerning iine A
and it is felt that he would not make a satisfactory witness. He furnishec

the following signed statement.

"Sept_ 14, 1943
S ringfield, I11_

"] ke the following voluntary s tatement
to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to induce
me to make any statemert.

"7 was born in q and presently reside
at esertly employed by a centracter by the

"I started work as a miner in sine A in about fjJjjlij ané Joined
the U.¥.n. at that time. I joined the progressive union in about
1932 when the rest of the men Jjoired that union, I did not have

anything to co with the startirg of progressive. As far as I am
corcerned everything was going along fire in the mine in the spring
of 1941, I have never held any office in any union and was never

irterested in union affairs.

"7 repember that somebody told me in the fall of 1941 that
Elshoff had bought lire A. I never attended any of the pro-
gressive meetirgs that were held at that time. I didn't go to
any meetirg at the &lks. I went-up with a bunch of men to the
United iine office and signed up with United, I joined to keep
working and because the rest joired. HNobody ever threatened me Or
beat me up or made me join any union. I was in poor health
so I didn't pay any attention tc anything
re, and in fact

ue to poor healt

"] have read this statement of 2 pages and it is true to the

best of ny memory.
' P
THitnesses .
/5/ ) Special #4gents, FBI
) U. S, Dept_ of Justice"

—892-_-
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL

' { WITH was interviewed Special Agents~
left ¥ine A when it close
down in 1941 and states that he has no knowledge of what

happened subsequent to this. He is not, therefore, being recommended as a
witness, He furnished the following statement:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943
"] ake the following

residin
and
Special Agents in the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises

voluntary statement to knowing them to be
have been made to me to induce me to make a statement,

I am now em-
ployed I worked a ne om 1933 to the
Spring of 1941. I belonged to Frogressive Mine Workers during all of that
time and I have never belonged to U.M.W.

%I was born on

WI 1eft Mine A in the Spring of 1941. At that time the mine was
strongly Progressive. I do not know anything concerning the switch over to
United Lkine Vorkers.

"I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and

(signea) NN

W ITNESSED:

Special Agents, F.B.I.,
U. S. Dept. of Justice®

correct.
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RE: JOHN L, LEVIS, ET 4L

NTERVIEW WITE wng intorviowoad Spocinl Agente
and doos
not read nor writc English, cnd is procontly

sufforins from eyo troublc. Duc to his inability to undorstand English woll,
hc ¥mows littlo of whot hoppenod at Mine A and is not rocommonded as o wit~
ncss. His stctoment is ns follows:

"Sept. 17, 1943
Springfield, Ill.

, mke the following volun=-
and Specicsl Agonts of the Federal
No thrcats or premisos hove boon mnde 4o induce me

n

1,
tary statement to
Buroou of Investigntion.
to make o strtonent.

cane t¢ the U. 8. in

and &z not a Ue S. citizen. I have boen & minor «l) my 1ifo and started worfs
ing ot ¥ine 4 in zbout -nd om still working there. I first joinod the
U, Mo We and in cbout 1932 I joincd Progrossive. As far as I know thore is~
n't any diffcrenco betwoon the twc unicns. I hove nover paid much attention.
to union zectivities. '

"I was born in

"In the ecrly full I heard thet Ryun sold Mine A to Elshoff. I
didn't focl good abcut it, bocouse I wes afraid I would lose my Job. ‘1 hoard
& lot of telk, but didn't understand much of it os I don't understund much
English. Sonmebody seic they might work Mino A through Mine B and s omabody
clec suid moybo no work at all. ‘

"] ¢idn't go to cny of the Progrossivo meotings thot I romonber of.
I know thet I wont to somc hell cné signeé up for the U. M. W, aftcr ovory-
body clsc signed up.

"Nobody cver throctencd me or best mo upe I joincd U. M. W. bocausc
I wontod to koep my job. Since I am gotting old I wantod to bo surc I hed &

Job,
"This statement hes boon rond to me b— and it is true

to tho bcﬂt of my mmory-
/-/ S
"Wi-tnesses

/s/ Specinl Agents, FBI
/s/ Us S. Dept of Justico"
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Re: JOHN L, LE'IS, FT AL.

vas interviered on Soptauiber 9, 19

INTERYID. V' ITH

by Spcelal iLjonts
G581 Urnan. -.E.-L, _.-—J-sng-—BE

sl —
] Auaa.d\..... a
He vould nake a gooa \“1!!1(,3:3 as he oxprcsslos"ml., ¢l clecarly and vould be

Jifficult to econfusc on cross exanination., His intelligence is ahove that
of the averase niner.. Hz furnished the following information s contained

in a sirned statc went,

"Springfield, 111
~Soptenber 9, 1943,

ny nor - (— 1 o SN
nirks the follov ng stotonent to and

vho have identifi@d thenselves to Ws of

Fuderal Burcau of Investigation, o proniese, threats, or consideration

of any kind has buen nade to ne to naiic this statement., I an villing if

necessary to fo to court and repeat any pert of this statanent,

-

~

(J>

i

nT vorked #t Ifinc . fron 1924 until 1941' I have zlviays beon
aCtl‘V” in the locals at Binc &, vhon it vas Ul and nlso vhen it vas
I was o the greivance cormiitee, by-lav cormittec of both locals,

_
-
—_—__"———*

i
i
’

S Sy oA W, R




(¢

R: JOHN L. LH.IS, ET AL.

NTERJIE. ' TTH
Continue

miine / vas closed durin: the sunner of 1941, The nen at the
dne vore nostly vell satisficd vith the way the local was being operated,

and ¥ere satisfied vith beinnm Fif naibors,

- 396 -
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Fe: JOHN L. LB.IS, ET AL.

: E .Y was formed there were 28 men who voted to take the :
i cut that Jom L. lewis wanted. The rest of us voted not
gontinue to take the cut. That was vhen the Progressive Mine

Tiorkers of America vas formed, These 28 men at
iine 4 more or less stuck together during all the years, and I think they all
vanted 1o go back to the Wi, Some of them went to the UMi mectings, 1 saw
them, iside from thesc men, the rest of the men were satisfied to belong to
the PM: of A. Bill Ryan, vho had been running Mine L had been hard to get
along vith for a long time, and had alvays wanted to have the mine go back
to the WM. I know, because T heard him aay so.

“plong in the summcr of 1941, runors started going around that Rran
1va2s going to sell Minc . and that the cozl rould be takan out through
KBinc B, I know that that could be done. It vas well known that Mine A
and Mine B verc connected, They used the same 2ir shaft, and thore
v cre several places vhere the entries from 4 and B went to within 20 fect
of each other. Then therc were some old vorkings that ran straight across
from A to B. Most of us knzv that beceuese once ¥c had to go out from
Hine A through Hinc¢ B.

“Soon aftcr the announcement came owt in the paper that
Elshoff vas going to operate finec L, 1 got a letter from the
Uniteed Hinc T.orkers. It was a form letter, printed, and was signed by
Ry Faunson. It camc through the mail, is near as I can remember,
the Tctter szid that Elshoff was going to operatc Mine [i, and that he
ves going to takc co2) out of minc L through Minc B, and that wec would
not be able to work unlass vic joined tho UNITED MINE V-QRKERS,. The letter
stated that 1f ve joincd the United Yine Tiokers thet Zine 4 Wwould be
opened, and we vould be zblc to vork. He invited us all to join the
Dnited Mine Vorkers, I think all of the men at Mine 4 got such aletter,
I do not renambcr what hapoened to my copy. -

"Folloving the announccmont in the paper thet Elshoff vas going to
operate Mine L, and thc receipt of this letter the Special Hecting of
local #51 vz held., 7 thank that the cormittec vhich was clocted that
right could not find Elshoff, aznd camc back and rcported thet. The men
on that committce that I can runadber are dead nov, it the Sccond meating,
these mn reported that fect, and a nav corittec was appoinfed to see Elshoff,
This new committec vas made up of nen fronm the 28 tho had not wanted to fom
the P in 1932. I think that they got ahold of Elshoff, but I do not knov,

%t the first neeting not ruchwas donc but talk about the aituation,
the possibility of not being able To vork Minc A rhon they wore takint
coal osut fron B, cte. The comdttee being appointed vas about the only
business taken ploce,

aat b T —— —— g
ey et g b P ——



JOHN L. LB IS, ET iL.

Re:

NTERVIR/ VLITH

nit the second meeting the cormittee which is
nancd was elected

Continue

ot"xcrs talked, They said that the pine would be vorkad ‘.Lf ve \"ould Join
the W, threw his hat on the floor, and said that ve were going
>ver to the U5 thon, That is vhon I docided that they union would prob~

ebly go over, 8o I got wp end left right then,

: ninother neeting was held at Rednan's hall a couple of days later.
I did not go to that neeting, but I sa’ announcements and advertiscnents
in the paper about this neeting. Edrunson was supposcd to have talked to

the men at that neeting.
"I hove read the above statenent on this and four other pages.

it is 211 truc and accurate. /
S AN

/s/ F.3.1,
1al agent FBRI®
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RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ETAL

acial Agents _

W WITH g interviewe
an
stand English very we nd because of this, is not in

does not under-
possession of much pertinent informetion., Due to his inability to clearly
understand, he is not recommended a5 8 witness. His statement is az follows:

* Springfisld, Illinois

| JONy g,
Saptembsr 18, 1943

"L make the following voluntary statement
to n knowing them to be Spocial Agents in

the Federal Burcau of Investigation. No threats or promises havo been
mado to me to induco mo to mako o statemont, I prosontly reside at —

—nd em amployod ut XNino A,

"1 was born b R - o to tho

U. 8, in{JJjj}- I & not a U. S. citizon nlthough 1 Ravo my lirst papors.

I hovo boon B minor most all of my life end joined UMV whon I oame to Spring-
figld. I startod at Mino 4 about end whon Progrossive startoed in 1932

I also joinod. I had nothing to do with forming P.M.A, and I am not suro why
P.M.i. startod; thoro was somo troublo with JOHY L. LEWIS.

. "In tho fall of I541, 1 got o lottor from RYAN tolling that
ho had scld Mine A to ELSHOFF. Evorybody said if wo didn't join U.M.W. tho
mine wouldn't opon, others said that if wo joined U.M.W. wo would go back o
work. I don't undorstand English too woll and am not suro as to overything
thet was said.

"1 wont to & meoting on Monrog Stroot botwoon 4th and Hth
end thoro was o lot of discussion a5 to what tho mon would do. Most of tho
pon said wo would have to join U.M.W. if wo wont back to work. Thoro was
sbout oighty mon at this mooting., I didn't soo any fights, no ono throaton-
od or boat mo. I noxt wont to & mooting ot tho Elk's Club. EDMUNDSON
toikod thoro. I don't undorstand all of tho English words but ho said if
wo wentod to join U.M.W., wo oould, but wo didn't have to. Ho said thoy
didn't wont amy troublo. Evorybody signod up for U.M.W. thon, I did too.
What olsc ocould I do ~ I wontod +o koop my job and 8ll tho rest of tho
followe joinod U.M.W. The unions arc about tho aamo anywny.

"This gtotemont has boon road to mo by [ and it is tuo

and corrcet to tho best of my memory. s
</ ..
. 15—
jitnossods

Spocial Agonts, FBI
U. 8. Dopt. of Justioo"
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S .« intorviowed by

] Spocicl hgonts anc (Y
borely understeande Enjglish and

spccks in & vory brokon dialoct, e believod that ho would be a poor
wisness inasmuch as it wos very difficult to moke him undorstand the msan-

ing cf quustions put to him by hgunts. Therc is sot forth below the signod
statement exccuted by d

TR EDUTEN, CITTR

"Sopt . 17. 19843
111

Brrin~fM ald -
-r‘ -ub‘-‘ L ] -

meke the fellowing voluntury statoment to
pociul Lgonts cf tho Fodorul Burecu of Inves-
Nc thrceuts cr prumises have boen mudo to induco me to make any

"I'

tisuticon.
strtencnt,

"I woe bern i sro to tho U, 8, in
-and have beon £ citizen since Septe or Uct. © I gove been o
e 3 5 ] ‘

- - o - : =mom . s . & wrr.__. » b-Y AU I - Ao
P llIc Lnt W STALL WOrKILIE, LU iUD0 he LY JdGUDTGDE ;a—

'

x|
(@]
[]
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"Y1 storted working ot Minc A in 1927 & joinod the PHA in 1932.
“then I heard thit Ryun hed sclé Mine L to Elshoff I wos ofreid I would lose
ny job. Evorybody said Elsheff might not spen the nino.

"I den't understond tuch English se I hove nevor gone to nony
union moctings. I went to the moeting ot the Elks Club in the fall of
1941 tnd joipcd the U, L. .. when cll the rest did. Nobocy ovor boat me
up and I joined Uil/ beouusc I though I wouldn't bo able teo work if Ididn't
sifn,

"This stutomont has boon roud tc mo by (N ed T wieh to
stoto it is tru. to the best of my nomory.

/s/

®fitnosscds

/a/ Spoeinl bgents, Feo Be I,
/s/ U. S, Dop't, of Justico.®
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JOIN L. LEWIS, ETaL

TH erviewed by Special Lgents
He knows but little
: concerning meiters at Mine A end 1s not recommended As

a wifness. His stotement is es followss

" ' Springfield, Illinois
Septomber 16, 1943

- S — Ry ypr T
*I, residing a
moke the following wvoluntery stetement to and
‘, knowing them to be Speoirl Agents in the Foderal Pureau of Investi~

gation. No threats or promises have bean made tvme to induce me to make o
Etatemant.

"I was born on and am
now employed b irst started mining
in about Novembor, 1. &t which time ] started at Mino &. Prior to that

time I hod boar *hen I stoarted at Mine & I joined the
Progressive Union and as far as I know, the union w as all right and the
mon wara sntisfied.

"Tho mine waos closod in the summor of 1941 and somo~
time during leto summor I learnod that tho mino had boon sold to ELSHOFF.
It didn't moan anything to mo when I heard of it. I know there were
somo mceetings held by the Progressive men from Mine A4, but the only ome
I nttended wos et the Elks Club. [ telked at this meeting. I re~
momber thot ot this moeting someons scid that unless we Joined U.M.W.
ELSHOFF would not open Mine .4, or else he would heist oonl from Mine &4
through Mine B.

"The men voted to join U.M.A. at this {time, it soomes
to me the men stood up. ¥e signed cards to join U.M.N. EDMUNDSON tnlked
+0 us at thie mecting but I do not remsmbsr whaot ho talked nbout, I didnft
pey much attention to whot wns going on, I wos just fooling around. I
whs not threctenod or beaten but joined U.M.W. freoly, 4o keep my Jjob, it
didn't moke any difforence to mo. Whon we wont baok to work under U.M.W.
things were about the Bama, I didnft sec any differsnce. I quit Mine L In
Jenuary, 1943 because I wonted to get nnother job. The minos were not good
for ma.

"I heve rood tho nbove ptotement ond deolare it to be
true and oorrect. .

e~ TUTTT.
Witnesses /+/ N

Speoial Lgonts, FBI
L]

- ”~ L = L U .
Use Do LGPT, G JUBLIOG
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, RTAL

{7 a5 interviewed by SA's
& gseamsd %o be sincere in his sta
ment that he had no intormation of wvalue to instant ocasse.

It is belisved he would maks & poor witness. There is set forth below the
signed statement executed by

i}g
¥

" Sept. 16, 1943
Springfield, I11,
"I, meke the following voluntary state~
ment to Special Agente of the Federal Bureau of

Investigetion., No thrsats or promises have been made to induce ms t¢ make
any statement.

"I vas bern on d became a U. B,
citirzen 5’ 1 reside at an Ve beon employsd at Mine

A Bince

"] was working at Mine 4 in 1932 when the progressive union
was started and I joined the PMA then. I pever have gone to many union meet-
ings and nover paid much attention to union business, so I do not know much
about tho union activity at Mine A. I don'’t like trouble end it dossn't
make any difference to me which union I belong to as long as I work,

"I recall thot Minc A shut down in the spring of 1941 and
sometimo in the early fall I saw in the poper that RYAN had sold Mine 4 to
BLSHOFF., I didn't feel bad ebout it and had no feeling or opinion that the
mine would be operatod by united men.

"I know thet the P.M.i, held soms mestings in the month of
Bept. a8 the othor men told mo nbout it. I didn't attend any of the meetings
at the P.M.A. hall or Redman Hall., I elso remermber going to & meeting on a
Sundny and a8t that time the mon deoided to join the United. T don't kmow
for sure whore this mesting wns held, but I romember EDMONDSOM talked. I
¥now the meeting was not at the U.M.F, or the P.M.i. hall. I joined the
U.MW, at this meeting, but do not remembor any of the namgs of the spaakers
or what they talked about.

"This statoment has been rend to me by GGG

and it is true to the beet of my memory.

/+/

Witnesses:

Speoinl Agents, FBI
U. 8. Depts of Justice"
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RE; JOBN L. LEWIS, BTAL

INTERVIEW WITH wne interviewsd by Speoial igents NN
and i friendly and co-
cperative, but appeers to have little information oconoceraing
the details of the switoh in unions et Mine L., If necessary, howover, he
oould be used as & witness to testify to those mattere set out in the follow-
ing statement:

" . Sept- 16. 1943
- Springfield, Ill,
"I make the following voluntary state-
ment to , Bpecial sgente of the Federal Bureau

of Investipation. No threats or promises have been made to induce me to
meke eny statement.

”n
I was born on an e
Ny O
ot I started working at FARE §- W1 & om still em-

T Kin
pleoyed thare. 1 hod been & miner for soms timo before I want to work at
Mine i+ I think & lot of the men wore in favor of the P.,M... beceuse they
wonted to get rid of LEWIS. Most ol the men liked PMi & everything went
aod until Mina 4 wos sold bv RYiN to ELSHOFT.

D oan WE Patp 224

sently live

4 pr
532

alone o«
=LU86 b

"7 raocall thot in the early foll of 1941 I heard that RYLN
hod sold Mine A to ELSHOFF. I dom't reczll how I examotly heard about it,
but remember I thought at tho time that I might not have my Job,

"] remomber that soms time in the first week of Sept. 15941,
I went 4o o meeting &t the P.M.i. This mesting was onlled for the purpose
of finding out whether or not the men would joln the U.M.w. I think it
wes Besttled thot ELSHOFF intended to operate the mine only with United men.
Thie meeting wns presided over by * end I belisve a committec wos
appointed to go see ELSHOFF sbout the opening of the mine. ;

"I algo went to & ssoond meeting at the P.M.A. hall & short

timo efter the first and I belisve that ot thet time the committee reported
thet if 200 progressive men joined U.MJ., then ELSHOFF would open the mine.
I dont't remember any other details of this meeting.

"] nlso went to o mesting at Redman Hall and -;‘eportad
thet ELSHOFF had said that if the men joined U.M.Ui. he would open thoe mine.
I do not know of any fighting thot took plece at any of these meetings &

1 don't know any further details sbout these meetings.

-~ 403 =
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ElaL

INTERVIEW WITE "I next went to & meeting at the Elks Club and I recall that

— it was at this mesting that we were told that unless we
CONT INUED) joined U,M.V/. we wouldn't be able to go to work. I recall
that a stending vote was token to joln the United & everyons

indionted they wantsd to jJein UMM . I signed a U.M.Ul. oard that nite., I
remenber thet EDMONDSON occme to the meeting but I otintt remember what he

talked about.

"I had been out of work once before for over two years and

the only thing I wes interested ir wns in keeping my job. I didn't omre
which union I belonged tc as long as I held my job. I was never bealen up
or forced to join any union. Other than &s set out abow, 1 do not heve any

informetion as to why the men all joinad United,
"] have read over this statement of 3 peges and it is true

to the best of my memory.
/+/ S

Vitnesseds

Spoecinl Agonts, FBI
Ue 8. Dept. of Justieo“
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL.

is above the average miner
telligence and although friendly, expressed his preference for U.k.h. over
P.¥.A. He furnished no information of particular value and his value as s
witness for the Government is doubiful. His statement is as follows:

“Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 15, 1943

1a Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

ada 4+n dndiica mae tn melrn avmr -+ﬂ+amnt

hn wa
Vce:l-l Mg AT WY Al S M Ve AianRSe by WL, WALk L]

"I was born o and became a U. 5. citizen
through my fath I have been a miner z2ll my life and was foremen for Pea-

body for about \ears and other mines. I Dresently reside a
I have been employed by the Yine A Coal Company for The past ! -
years anc presently work nights at the mine I joined the U.L.W.
U] was at iine A4 in 1932 when the state went progressive and joined
the P.L.A., at that time. I was satisfied with the U.l.w. and didn't approve of

when 1 first started in as a miner.

the formation of the P.M.A., but I didn't take ary active part in the opposition.

The truth of the matter is that although I paid dues in the P.Y.A,- I never

actually signed a card for the P,L.A, T have never paid much attention to any

of the union activities, but have always been more in favor of U.X,w. I always
felt there should be only one union in the mines and there wasn't any need for
P.X.A. For a majority of the time I have been at Vine A I have been working
nights, and in view of that fact I have never had much contact with the men at
the mine.

#I cannot recall dates at all, but we shut down at Line A every
spring that FYAN owned Kine 4 so I imagine we also shut down in the spring of
1941. I believe that I received a notice from FEAN to the effect that he had
sold Kine A to ELSHOFF.

mAt about that time there were a lot of rumors going around as to
what was going to happen at Mine A, Some said it wouldn't open and others
said it would be mined through Xine B.

] went to a meeting st P.¥.A. hall about that time at which time
the meeting seemed to be presided over bv_ I recall that
gave a little talk and suggested that the men take a vote as to what union
they wanted to belong to, When the mine was sold by RYAN I heard that ELSHOFF
had made the remark that he was going to operate Mine A the same as line B. I

think most of the men felt there was a possibility that only U.L.W. men would
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Re: JOHN L. 1LEWIS, ETAL.

72 i "be employed at Mine A. I believe there was a group of
5 or 6 progressives who were members of ancther local,
(continued) who came to that meeting, It was supposed to be only

a meeting of the local st kine A and I think some of
the men resented the fact that these men were coming over to our meeting. when
it was apparent that an argument might arise and maybe a little trouble, I de-
cided to leave the meeting. I didn't attend any other P.K.A. meetings during
this period and did not go. to the meeiing at the Elks Club.

YDuring this entire period I was working as a company employee on a
salary basis so naturally I I didn't pay much attention to the activity of the
men 2t the mine during the days.

*I am quite sure no vote was actually taken at the meeting I
attended as described above, but I hears at a later date that all of the pen
had signed up with United. I believe I signed up with United about a week or
two before the mine opened that f£z11. I was the last engineer to sign up and
to the best of my merory I signed up st the U.L.u. hall. No threats were ever
made against me.

%] have read over this statement of

true to the best of my mcmory.

r -~ mmem s wdebk A e
5 GELD @il nioll w o

Special Agents, F.B.I.
U, S. Deprt. of Justice."

(s12n00) S
L ITHESCES
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ETAL

o By WITH wes interviewed by Special Agan*bs*
B & very sxcitable perso.
and it was difficu o obtain & ocherent story from him

relative to his knowledge of instant ocase. It is believed he would make &
poor witness. executed the following signed statement:

5
4

" Springfield, Ill.
September 16, 1943

"I make the following voluntary statement
to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation. No thrests or promises hive been made to induce me to make

"] am presently erployed at Mine A and reside at
I was born on and became & U. S. oitizen
in abcu I have besn mining coal most of my life and have been &
member of the U.M.W. gince about 1 started working st Mine A in
1940 and had previously joined P.K.A, in 1932. Most of the men were act
setisfisd with the U,M.%. and I felt that the P.M.A. should be started so
the men would be satisfied.

"ihen I started working at Mine & it didn't seem to me that
the men were satisfied, The officers in the P.JM.A. wanted to hold their
office longer then they were supposed to and were not keeping their promises
mede to the men in P.M.A. I don't belisve the men were satisfied with the
way the P.M.A., officers were aoting.

"] reoall that the mine shut down in the spring of 1941
and later on in the early fall I got a letter that RYAN had sold Mine A
to ELSHOFF. Yhen I heard that ELSHOFF had bought the mine I also heard
that ELSHOFF was going to olose tho mime, I heard that the P.M.A. men
had seversl meetings in the fall of 1941, but I never attended eny of
those meetings. I heard that all of our men had turned over to United
at ths meeting at the Elks Club, but I don't lmow any of the detaile of
those meetings. I don't oare what union I belong to &s long a5 I have &
job. After I heard all the men had joined UMW, I went up to the U.M.W,
hall and signed up with United just & short time before I startsd back o
: work at Mine A in the fall of 1941. I do not know why the men &ll joined
©s T.M.W. but I was not beaten up or threatened.

"I have reand over this statement of 2 pages and wish %o
gtate it is trus to the best of my memory.

.rvimBSBOS‘ /./ —
Boghbten

Justioe”

- 407 ~



-

RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET al.

INTERVIEY TITH
on Septembe 1543 by Bpeoinl 4gents
wos fairly intelligen
but it is believed beoccuse of his appearance and domounor in snsworing
questions thut ho will be only o fair witnosse Ho has boon arrested on
charges of investigotion. His statomont is as followss

‘Spriﬂgﬁeld, Illinois, wos inteiimd

"Springfield, Illinols
Boptembor 18, 1943

Springfiold,
i o > following volmtury stotencn &
W whom I gnow to ¢ Speoiul agents of
tho Fedorcl Burcau of Investigatione Yo throtts or pranisos of any
kind hove beon mude to mes I hovo boen told I nood not mike any

stotormont und that this statenmcent oun bBe usod in courts

" wus vorn 1n (A
Tag o driver cnd I huvo becen working té

I um now enployed at HMinc .

this mine sinoo obout -nt thet tine I wis o momber of tho UMWl
which wion trocted me O.K. I boounc disscutisfiod 4in 1832 with the
U.M.i7s und wos in favor of the change to the Progrossive Mine Workers,
I wos a member of P47 until 1941 and I wus satisfied with this union
2ll the timo I bolonged to ite I would bo & nombor yet if the loocel

hadn't chunged.

"] first heard about tho sulc of Mino "." to ELSHOFF whon I
rcocived & lottor fran BILL RY.W in which he stutod thot ho h.d sold the
minc and thut I wos no longer on cmployco of Mino "u". VHhon I got this
lottor I thought I wm.s ocut of & job cnd thet I would huve to find nnother

JOb.

%I 3id not uttond ony ¢f the aspeeicl ncotings held by the

employccs of HMine "." to decido what to dos I first found out thut
the loocal hed swung ovor tc UMT when I got o lotter from

tolling me that if I wantod ry job I hud botter oonc out thore

and sign up with Y1, thot it wouldn't oost me unythings I wus

one of the 168t non to sign up whish I did at tho United Minc Vorkors
B:1l, If I hud my own woy Itd still bo u monber of the Pudlldle bootuso

the PJI.7 hus morc respoct for the wishes of the runk und file und bescause
Bf1 ia o moro domoorctio orginizutiune Puille tlso provides bottor '
working eonditionss *
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REs JOEN L. LETIS, ET +le

the within stotencnt oune

"I puvo read
und it is 0ll “ruoe

ERVIET TITH
gisting of two DRges
. (sontinue

*yitnos8nds

apcnts, FaBele

Spcciﬂl
1d, Illinoiss”

springfic
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ERVIEY WITH ... :
Boringfi

.’ (' .

RE¢ JOBN L, LEWIS, ET AL.
¥

1I01li0WE2

fSpringficld, Illinois
bcptumbor 18, 1543

"I, B-oringfiocld,
T1linois do muke tho following wvoeluntoly statement to
whan I know tc be Bpeoiul apgents of

ths cheru! Burctu o! Invostigctions No threuts or pramises of any

kind hove boon mude to me; I heve boen vold I ncod not mtke any
stotement tnd that this stutomont con be usod in courte

"I wug born mm I cntored the
Tnitcd Stotcs in - I booume O noturolizced catizon of the Unitod

States ut Springficld, Illinois in

"I begen working in the minos in - joining the Unitod
Mino Workers. I revor held any officc im ony union. I um prosontly
cmployed ot Mine "AM s a Track layere I was first cmployod ot Mine
“" i I joincd the Progrossivo Workors Union in 1932 boouuso
the majority joineds I wus sutisfiod with eonditiocns undor und in
both tho Unitod Minc Workers cnd tho Progrossive Mine lorkers Unionse
It doosn't nuke uny differonec tc nmo which union I bolong toe

"I first hcurd cbout tho snlo of Hino "a" by rocoiving &

lettor fraz Mre. BILL RY.N telling nme ho hud sold the minee I thought
moybe I would losc my Job bootusc I know ELSHOFF favored tho Unitod
Mine Yiorkerse I did not heur any runors thot ELSHOFF wus going to
shut Aown ine "a" cr w.s zoing to hoist ocul cut through Minc "B
I don't romcnber attending uny of tho meotings of the employoos of
Minc "a"™ ot which it wos dooidod to join tho U.fle I signed up with
U7 at tho United Hinc Workors Buildings 1 un not in fuvor of one

union ovar the othor.

"] mave beon reed this stutenont oonsisting of two prgos tnd

8 2 _ 79 [ S
A% 15 LIl LIuva

Titncss

Socoiul ngents, FBI,, 8pringficld, 111."
- 410 «
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eld, Illinois, wes ntorviewe! on !e!F
18, 1943 by Speociel agents—nnd -
nd difficulty with the languuage and
1L 15 policved thaet he will mako only & fair witnesss He has no oriminal
roeord out the filo Springfield Field Offioo disolosc that he
His stutoment is os
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RE: JOHK L, LE.IS, ET AlL.

NLOL wieveem we 00

wWL.S

* muxwu;‘;‘ﬁt
vt.8 cocperative it 1s not peliove t he wculd make a gocd vri!ness ﬂ!-

pach as he wus oway from Line "4% during the poriod when the men switched
frem P& to Uik, has no known erininal rocord.

The fcllowing signod statement waa cbtained frcnn—

"Springfield, Ill,.
September 14, 1943.

, 8prinpfield, Ill, dc L

P T |

3 o ey .
#inl hovo beco mado t usc me to make thi

el o Tk b 1]
WL Wil L W SN Bk B

Ko threats or pronise
stotenent,

"I vas burn in tnd emigrotel to U.S8,.
in ; I claim citizenship thrrough my step father whe was neturaliszed
vhen I was aboutfverrs old. I first started working in the nmincs ebout

joining ULy ot that time. 1 started et line 4 in 1940, 'when I
started ot lire A i was clroady a nerber of P.lles. having jeined et Panther
Crcek #2 in 1932, I wes in faver cf the new Frogressive Union and stuck

_ . - s - Ny =@ @22 W@ .
cut of work fcr four years on account of 4t. 1 am tu:—

“I feund out sheut the scle ~f limo & when I got a latter from
tyins thet he hed sold the mine end that I was reloasod. 4t the

En §
got this lotter I was werking ot Punther Creek #2 sc I didn't werry
sbout my jcb et Line 4. Bofire kr.Rycn scld the mino I felt that Nr.
and F'i were gottine alons smoothly. 4bout the time of the sale of
‘ine A I den't recall any crganizors contacting me end trying to get me %o
doin Wouh. I reesll hooring thot if the Line 4 nen didn't join W54 that
‘r. Elsh-ff was pcing to hoist Line & coel through Mine B,

ct
25

-re Ry
e I
lct
on

&1!’3

e

Y] 3idn't ettend any of the neotinss whero the PMA or its Mine
4 mimers discusse? the srnle cf linc & cr telked abcut switching Union
affilicticns, I wes workin,: et Panther Croek #2 end building my present
hone at the time and didn't have time to attend the meetings.

"Tho day Minc & rcepened Jeck Kecrs the Bupt. otme aftor me to
. I went out there and had to join UMA dbefore 1 could go to

; ould rather hove remeinod Progressive but I necded the job so I
jCin@d mik.

"] have rocd the cbove 1} papes of voluntary statenonts mado by

o ar el
f£0 B0 WOTK
Aol
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RE: JOHN L. LE7IS, ET AL.

TERVIE: TITH me. ZThey are true and correct,
(continucd) R
! o

Witnessc s

e ———
W, <1 iconts, Pl
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Re: JOHN L. LEAI., BT AL,

d on September 17,

Springfield
I1linois, by Special Agents nd%
He was entirely cooperative anc advised that no one had approac
him concerning this investigation., iHe appeared to be more intelligent

than the average miner ard an honest ané reliable person. It is believed
that ir the event it is felt his testimony will be of value that he will

be found to be a good and willing witness. .
!prlrgﬁel!, 111,

Sept, 17, 1943

"1 , give the following irformation to
, who ars known to me to be Spec. Agts. of the F.B.I., No
threats or promises have bzen made me to procure thig statement, I am

ved at aine A and have bcen thire for the past J was born
I came to U.S. in

S

nd became a

citizen about in spring , 1il. In 1632 when the local at kinc A went
to the P.X.a, T warntod to go with them, now I would rather be with U.M.W,
as there arc very few F.X.A, minet and if I had to get another job it would
5: hard if I was with P.¥.A., In 1941 I read irn the papers that Elshoff
was taking over aire 'A', I also hcard this from the men. I felt when I
hzard this that I vould have to go to U.K.w. or I would have no job. From
1932 to 1941 I was satisficd with the Progressives, they always treated me
pretty fair, Ko one came to see me about going back to U.KW. they were
going some places but they never came to mine, 4t the time Elshoff bought
Mine A I heard they might take coal from kine A through ¥ine B this was
just talk, I felt if that happened I Would be out of a job. There were
some guys in the P.M.A, who vorked at iine 4 who said that if we doni

go to U,M.~, the minc will not reopen. 1 fizgered that if 1 didn‘t Join
the U, N.W, I would loose my job forever. :

"I attended noetings at P,M.A. Hall where some men wanted to go
to U.M.wW. and som: wanted to stay, I saw trouble was coming so I left
I saw a fight in the strcet but I was across the street then. Some
fellow in our minz mamed M@ -0t “eat up, they tore his shirt off. They
electcd a committce while T Was there and they went down to make a phone
call and that's whcn the fight started, I dont know who caused the trouble.

"I also went to a meeting at Hedman's Hall_ I heard of this from
the other men. fhe purpose was to 52e if we Were going back to U.MLW,
Thz majority at this mectirg voted to go back., This was an omn vote,
Lammdson did rot tilk ot that meeting. This was not a regular P.M.A.
meeting_the local officers were not there,
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Re: JOWN L. 1EWIS, ET AL.

mevirv:-h WITH
ontinue

decide whether or rot we wanted Edmndson to come down to talk to us, -
~25 in charge of this meeting. Ldmundson made a spcech and a

ot ol gquéstions were asked, he told us if we came back we would not have

to p2y any feev and there 'wom be no discrimination agairst us. I voted to

go back, bccause I needed my job and felt I had to to keep it. 1 was

net 2 merber of any committee and did not go from the Elks meeting to

Edmundson or Elshoffs office nor did I go to the Leland Hotel, There

did not s:em to be any divided groups at these meetings it just seemed

like a bunch of men tryirg to fizger what to do. -

"I went to the meeting st the Elks Club a bunch
of fellows asked me to go down and I went, we voted
before Edmunson came down_ As I recall the vote wis to

“Since 1941 whon the U .o, came back things have been a little
better but I think this is because of the shortare: of men, otherwise
things ars cbout the same.

“I have had sgent Y read to me this statement which is

vritten on this and tvo oth:ir pases, It is 2ll truc to the best of
my knowledge ard belicf. 1 am signing this of my own frce will as it is

all true.
since: (NN

"aitnesses:

~/
pecizl agent, F.B.I1.

St. P .

opecial agent F.B.I1.
Sprirgfield, Ill.
Sept. 17, 1943"
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RE: JOEN L. LE7IS, BT 4L.
% Springficld, Illinois, { Hewe m;l
home by Spocial Ager& and

* wes cooperctive but it is not bolioved

thot he would moxe & good witness boceusc of hie lack of knowledge of im-

portent cvents in the Mine Acose. —has ro knovn criminal record.
He furnished the following signed statcment:

"Springficld, Ill.
Beptember 14, 1943.

, Springfield, Ill.
stctement to Bpeciel dgents
cf the Fedorul Burcou of Investigation.
No threzts or promiscs he cen madc to couse mo to moke this statemont,

"I wes born I first
stertod working in the mines abou joining Wb ot thet time. I have

never hold &n officc in any union., 1 am presently unemployed having gquit
out at Minc & Sept. 7, 1943,

"I storted to work ot Mine & Scpte. 1, 1935, chenging over to the
PUA at that time. I had been out of work for ¥ ycors rud 8 months and
wented & jobe I didn't cere which union I belonged to. I was working et
Pcebody #53 when PiU was formed. I took no active part in either union
end hardly ever attended o union meeting. During the ebove mentioned
period that I was out of work I stayed swny from the mines becouse I didn't
want to got into cny trouble.

"] wcs employed ot Mine & as u mointcnance man at the timo Mr.
Elshoff bought it. e were not working at thet timc however. I just
heerd obout the salc from the newspaper. Then I recd about the scle I
figured thut I'd have to chonge over to UMNA to hold my job &s Mr.
Eishoff's lline B was UifA.

"So far es I knew the PUA end Er, Ryon were getting along fine
at the time of stle.

"] wes ncver approached by any orgenizers and esked to join WM.
"] nevor hecrd any rumors thot Mr. Elshoff wos going to operete

Mins A through Mive B or-that ho would open Mine A on the condition that
Mine A employces join Ukivih.

*] have no knowledge of any PAlA meetings where the ssle of Mime
A wos discussed, tnd I never sttended any meoting at the Elks Club where
P4 voted to join WMidh. The first time I imew about Mine A going to open



o \

W2, JOHN L, LE4IS. ®T AL,

|

.

ii’”" iﬁVlE’] ‘.;iTF ULA was when T got ¢ nemi.we .~ esemc back to
A  vwork., I did roturn to my semc job, but had to

{continued) join Wi. I didn't carc which union I belonged
to 80 long os I wes working sgoin.

“1 have rced the above 1 3/4 poges of voluntary statements made

by me. The scmo arc truc ond corrcct.
/+/ Y

Bpecicl agents, F.B.I
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETLL

Illinoi nt owod by
an oo

INTERVIE.. F\'Iiii
Scptomber 18, 1943, s intolligont but not ovorly

cocperative., It is not boliovod thot ho wou mko & gocd witnoss bocauso of
his ottitule. Ho disclaimod ony oriminal rocord. His statomont is os

follows.
. i
. Soptorbor 18, 1943
"I, Il11linois, deo moko tho follow-~
ing voluntary statomont to whon
I know tc bo Spooinl Agents of tho Fodorul Buronu oi INVaestlpitlon. No

throats or promisocs of any kind hove boon mado to moj I hovo boon told I nood
n:t mako any stotanont, and thot this statomont oan bo usod in Court.

Spocinl Agonts

"I wos ompleyod ot Mino A" in 1937 and am still amployod
At thot timo I bolongod to
I hovo boon
ors of local #7840.

thoro
the Prosrossive ling -
cloctod tc my pesition

y follow nu

"I was 0 mormber of the Progrossivo Mino Werkors union from
1937 until Scptombor 1941 and I was sctisfiod with tho union.

"1 first hoord of tho solc of Mino "A" tc ELSHUFF by roading
cbout it in tho nowspepore. I thought that I was probably out of o Job ogoln.

"1 didn't attond cny of tho mootings ot which tho minera
considorod whothor or not thoy should ge ovor to the Unitod Ming Workors.
Thhon I road in tho papor that tho mon hnd docided to go over, I wont book L
tho minc and jeinoed tho ULl thoro.

"I novo chsorved thet brth the Progrossive Mino Workars and
tho Unitod Mino Werkors unions aro about the samo and I hovo no proforonoo
for dithor,.

"I havo road tho within statomont oonsisting of ono and & half
pegos ond it is 2ll truc. .

/¢/

WITHESSED:

Spooial Agonts, FBI
h T1linois"
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RE: JOHN L. LEIIS, ET 4L.

— E——
m ficld, Illinois, was interviewed at his home

sposics scon- . SR
mms very cooperative ond appoarsd to have a foir
-wicdr. of the Lino A4 situation, espescially cf the meeting at the Elks

Club cn feptenber 14, 1941. However it would meko &
¢oud witness bucause cf
when he is trelking. 2§ no knéown eriminal rocord, Ho furnished

the fcollewing sirmed statements

Springficld, Ill.
Beptember 14, 1943.

, Bpringfiocld, I11, doc
o foliowin~ statoment to

Spocirl irents of the Federal buresu cf Inthiga!:.on. !!

rzets cr proemiscs of cny kirnd have boen made te cruse me to moke this
statoment,

volunteri

“I wes born in . 1 cam_to Amcrica
in - rn? wes noturnligel in started werking In the mines in
irerica in JJJJ§oringing my international unicn cerd with me and jeining
Widie I hove rnover held an office ir any umicn., 1 em prescntly employed
ot dinc & Check #184, starting cbeut

"] felt thet the new Prepressive Unicn wes & bona fide union as
you cculd vete for your cheiee which you couldn't do in Wik,

"] reccll potting notice in the nmail <f a release from Ryan's
eopleyment since he had sold the Kine 4 to Zr. Elsheff. when I got that
nctice I roalized that my ¥oreed & butter® was at stake and kmew thet I
would hove to jein UKD to keep my jebe Before Lr. Ryan scld ilinc 4 to Wr.
Elshcff wo were getting elenp finc undor the Pl union. we ell lost our .
vecction pay smcunting to §20.00 becouse of the selo.

I was ncver pppreeched by eny orpanizers end asked to join Wihid.
i’y changing from Fila to Uk wes done of my own freo will, but I knew that
I hel to chenge ¢r lcsc ny job. ‘

*There were runcrs going eround at this time tc the cffoet that
iir. ELSHOFF wr.e poing tc werk Mine 4 through Mine B, and alsoc the line A
wouldn't open unless all cf the men jcinod MTih. These rumers did not
cause mc to chonge unicne as I knew it would be hard to work Line A through
Yinc B beccuse the cars were differcent sizes.

P "I attonded & necting ot Redmon's Hrll in Sprirgfield, ~
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RE: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET 4Ll.

ERVIZL . qwus in chorge ond he scid that beccusc there wns
a 1ot of cld miners ct Mino & we wculd lose cur jobs
continued) unlcss we joined MidA. &t this meeting a cormittee

was sclected to talk to lr.Elshoff. when the ;
Cormittec snw Kr, Elshcff he scid that if they would affiliete with U
we cculd all g back tc wirk with no discriminaticn. & had the meeting
et Relmans H:1l bocsuse it wes & meutral place snd we wouldn't hive any
triublc.

"lator we had a meeting at tho Elks Club end I rcmember pitch-
in; in & dime, eech, to puy for the hell. — was pnleo in charge
of thet mectinz. &t this mectiny we nll sizned a veucher vhich mado us e
member of Ui, Ry Ednorndson of Uiy spoke before we signed tho vcuchers.
saying there weuld be no discrimirvetion wndl thet we would heve all the
richts & priviliges of the crienization (WIhid). 4ifter ir. Edmondson left
we turned in these vouchers to Leec Ersell, Atty. for T4, end ancther man,
whem I belicve was Eimerndsen's private Bceretary. He was a nctary publice.
The above meeting vas on 8urdey and we went boack to werk the next doy
wnder Ut.ib,

"I recall Xr. Ednondsen scying in his telk thet if wo would
jein WL he would securc authirizntion from Mre Elsheff for us to pgo back
tc werk bef.re sunrise, that is he would get permissicn for us to return
tc work befure sunrise although we wouldn't roturn until the resular time.

"I heve had the rbove statemcnt consisting cf 2 3/4 pnges read
tc me by Agent _ The sem¢ is true and correct,

)
Titnosseds
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INTERVIEY WITH

was interviewed at his resideme,*
— Springfield, Illinois, on September 12,
1943, by Spsclal Apents
was born in came > unite
SLIAtEes and beceme 8 ) atcs oitizen in He sposks with

an sgcent pnt understends Euglish well cnd can express himself well, He
is slow and methodical, but it is believed he would make a satisfactory
nitness. i} is nov cmployod at Wino A" and advises he has mever been
srrested,

The following statoment vmns cbtnined from NN

"Springficld, Ill.
Sept. 12, 1943

voluntery statooent to

Springficld, Ill,, make the following
Ln *w}mm I kuow to be
Spreial Agents of the Fader. of Invcstagition. make it without
fear of throat, force or promisc o

"l was born in , wnd cam¢ to the U, S, in -
I bocam: 2 U. 8. citizen in Springficld in

"] startcd working in coal mines in the U. S. in Springficld, Ill.,
in at which time I was & mrmber of the United Mine Workers of Americe
Union. 1 startcsd working-at the Minc A" in Springficld, in about
Ir 1932 our cntire TAW local wont over to the Progressive Minc Workers o

srica Unior, and I bocams ¢ mumber of FMA. 1 joinod PMA becauso they
obtaincd o contract with ths company oporetang Fince "AW ond I wantcd to go
back %o work., I was not forecd in say way te Join PHA,

"] remainced & PMA until Mine "A® was sold in 1941, From 1932 to
1941 I thought PUA vwas opsrated as sn honcst unien and I thought the of ficials
were honest. I nover noticed any unusual 28sessmonts and no one in any way
tried to got me to join UMY, There were no labor disputos, gtrikes, close

riocd of timo. -

dowms or pickcting during this pe
®In the Spring of 1941 Minc "A™ closed down due to the usual slack
period of that time of ycar. In about August of 1841 we rcad that Elshoff
had purchased ¥inc "A" from Ryan. Thc fueling omong the men then became
that they would have the samo trouble vhich the men at Mino "B® had, with
the TMY. Yo thought the company could pull the corl from Mine "A* thru
Mine "B" and wo thought the company would do this, Thercfore, if we wanted
to work at Yina "B" which would really be operating Mine "A" we would havo

to Join TMA,

~ 420 »

T oy



N g mnppm

Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

¥rRYIFW YITH  "The first time thie ontiro matter wos discussod by PMA
was the nirht wo found out that tho Mine ™A™ had boen
continue

-y — o p———

sold, and this was on the samc night as the regular FHA
mceting, A special FUA meeting was thon held at PMA hall
to hoar the Pit Committects roport, and I was present. The committoe roported
only onc or two men working at Mine A", At this meeting o committce of
six was elected to scc Elshoff but they could not reach him by tolephone and
another committee of six wes elcctcd to see Faleetti, about three or four
of this committce boing the samc as the first committee,
I was prescnt when ve tried to locate Elshoff and couldn't, and we wen ack
to the meeting and reported we couldn't locate Elshoff, Wo had intended
to discuss the intontions of his to open the minc and how he was going to
operats i%, Th: pext mornineg the comittce, only five going, went to
¥inc "B™ to sce Foleotti, 2nd we went to csk hir whet thoy vere going to
do about operating Minc YAV, Falcetti s=id therc¢ werc only two choices,
that if thc men 2idnt't go back to Minc "AY, thay would have to pull the coal
thru Minc "BY,

"I had been realing YThe Prograssive Miner', ths PMA paper, and
hed rrad about 2 situation in Kenmtucky where the ¥otional Labor Relations
Foar?d handcd down a decision that if o company is oporating o mine under a
ccrtzin unicon ané thit company purchtiscs other mincs, those other minss mlso
h=¢é to be oparated undor that cortiin union. I belicved thot decision wus
birnding in our casc, 2u¢ 85 I thought that the only two cholcer for us was
cithor to join UMY to operate ine "AM or Minc "A™ would be operated thru
Mfinc "B",

"Oour committo:. then reported bask to P at a PUA meeting., We wore
then instructcd by FIA to sec Edmuadson to sce what the chonces wora for us
to go over to M, Ve saw Edmundsor, und ip answoer to o direct question
from me, he s3id we could comc into UMT as/ﬁﬁtonomsus group and not have to
poy initiation fzese T belioved thers would be no troubls to change to UMA,

".t the last mocoting held in PMA hall,—rcquested ne
t- moke an onnpouncement that thors would be o special meebting ot Redman's
Eall the following Friday. It wis ot this moeting thot the commitice had
reported what Edmundson had said,

"It was then movod that a spocial meeting be held the following
Sunday at the Elk's Club to decide on our courso. At that mceting tho
committcc reported on 21l things vhich had happenoed for tho bencfit of those
mon who had not beoen at the other moetings when the commitico had reported,
There were 200 men at that mecting, A motion was made for these men to join
UMW and it was adopted with one dissenting vote, No one talked at thnt
meeting, excont the committec, until zftcr the voting to go to UMW had taken
place - and until after the clectiosn of o>fficers and comultteemen,

- 421 -




e

»

‘Rer JOKI L. LDVIS, IT AL

b T J'ITH was elected president and he asked the men i1f they
wantcd to hear Edmundson, and then appointec a cormittoe
{continuad) to got Timundson, Edmundson then talked, but I conunot

TCQCﬂbCr vhat ho said, and thon he invited oll officers
r.nd committeesmen to AV headquarters.

"I fe~l ccrtain thera was nuo physical foreo of any kind usod to
mXke these men chanes from PMA to M. I feel it was Just o situation
vhich arose over which the men had no comirol, and they changed to UMW
becauss they dié not want to lose their jobs,

"1 have hod this statoment of five pages rcad to.me and it is true
an? e¢orreet to the best of my knowledge,.

"This staotemcat wos road to —at his rcsidenco and he
cdmitted evorythins iu it wes truc and corrccv. He stated that if the samo
questions were askced him under oath os o witncss, his answers would be the
geme a8 in %his statoement, Fo statac the information given in this staote-

ment would be givon by him any time hc wos asked for it, but he refused to
aign his nane,

Speeial Agccnt, F.B,I, (signed)
Specisl Agent, F.B,.I."™ (sizncd)
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REs JOHN L. LBIS, ET AL,

miER Ly T «A—
Springfield, Ill., wus erviewed ot his

—— Soptember JiL1os? by Speoinl igeuts *
_mn uncble to speck nnd

L R
stend Eglish ond ho wos unable to understund the quoations t.skod,
therofore u oomplete statement oould nct be obtuinod.

______ _GENN curnisncd the following stutoment, (GG

uoted &s interproter in obtcining the atctoment sov

forth bolow,s
"Springfie ld, Ill.,

"1, Soring=-
ficld, Ill., mcke the following voluntury stutonmeat to
whom I know to be Bpeoitl wgents o redere

R —
Burotu of Invistigutiou, mo forec, threats or pramises huve boon mude
in obtzining this stutement und I kmow thot whut 1 muy suy mt.y bo used

in o court of law.

e e—————— e N L. o
Cmugl‘f&tf}d ve

"I vus born i

g U,Se :Ln-nd beoume & puturcli
in Springficld, Illa

"1 om unublo to speak und undorstond Inglish sufficioently
to wnderstund and answor questionge

"] huve had this statcrnent oonsisting of ono page roud %o
nc tnd it ie truc and corroot.

"Jitnessodg~

mcoml ngC"lt—FoB oI,
Spuciul agent, PeB.I."
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

N TERVIEY wITH
Iillinois, was
aAgent
_was cooperative but it is not believed that he would make a
good witness because of his lack owledge of pertinent facts and
events in the Mire MA" deal. has no known criminal record.
He furnished the following signed statement,

111,
September 17, 1943

"y, Ill., do voluntarily
iive the iiilow1ni statement to bpecial Agent and

No threats or promises have been made to cause me

to rake this statement, and I know that it may be used in court.

- s borm vt Y - ot
. in the mines in joiring UiiA at that time, started at Mine A in

and have workec there cortinually since, I am presently employed
as a driver. .

u] was at Mine a when the whole group joired up with PMA in
1932, I thought PMA was alright.

vI learred about the sale of ¥ine A through & letter from
1y, Eyan, when 1 got that letter I thought 'there goes my Job'. .

“] didn't hear any talk to the effect that Mine A wouldn't open
umless all the mirners joined UiJA or that ¥r. Elshoff was going to work
Kins A through Mine B, ~

"They hac a meeting at Pan Headquarters to discuss this situation
and it erded in a dispute and a couple of men got beat up. After that the
¥ine A men held another meeting at Redmans Hall, but I never attended
that meetirg. I also heard about the meeting at the Elks Club where
the nen switched over but I didn't go to it.

"] returnad to Kine A the day it opened and signed up UMIA.
‘here was no work that first cday because some of the men were undecided
or didn't know about the change, I would rather have rerained P¥A but I
had to join UA to keep my job and I needed my job. I noticed that
the miners got more docks under UlA than wnder PMa. The present policy
is if you load 6 cars you don't get any docks.

"I have read the above statement consisting of 1% pages., The
same is true and correct. -

o -/ A
g Miitnessed: ‘

Smcml Agen‘bS, oB.I-, ‘, - 424 -
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Re: JOHI L. LBIS, ET AL

Agents and

?xad difficultdPin understandiig queavions propounded Lo him an
ig believed that he Till make a poor witness., He disclains any criminal

recorc, His statement is as follows:

ER/IN TITH On September 15, 1943
- Sir:'mifield! T1linois was interview

wSprinpfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943

"I, Springfield, Illinois do
make the folloving voluntary statement t

- S o I imov to be Special Arents of the Federal lureau o
vestigation. Ko threats or promises have heen nade to me; I have been
told I need not make ax’ statcaent and that any stotement I do make can be

uysed in court.

nT va3 bormn in I became a naturalized
citizen of ths United Stetes in T started vork at liine "A® in about
and at that time I belongzed to the United liine l.orkers. I have been
working at ltnc “A" cver since. I have never held any office in any
union. Pripr to 1932 I was satisfied with with the U.iLl.. and I didntt
care much vhether the mine changed over to the Progressive Mine Y.orkers in
1932. After 1932 I vaas satisfied with the P.M.A. union. .

1 knov that lir. Elshof bought linc ®A" but I don't know when or
vhy., HNeither do I know vhY The miners switched over to the Tnited Mine -
Torkers., I did not attund anmr of the mectings at which this was discussed
and T took no part in the svitching of the unions,

"T havc been read this statcment consisting of one and a

fraction pages and it is all true.
(s3gne4) QNN

Litnessed:

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Springficld, Illinois"
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ETal.

Special Age and
stated he did not heve & criminal record, & uneble to spesk
Fuglish very vwoll end would make & poor witness.

s o SR . St 1iliols
was interviewed at his home on Sep embii iS! 1943 by

G rishec the following statements

*Springfield, Ill.
Septerber 16, 1943

"I, ringfield, Illincid
meke the fcllowing voluntery statement to and
whom I know to te Smecial igents of the Federal Buresu of Investigationm. o

force, threate, or prerises have been mede in obtaining this stetement and I
know thet what I mey eey mey be used in & court of lew,

1 vac o N ¢t o e
TUeSe m- and ] becems & neturalized citizoen o e UsDy in-

"] was ermployed et Mine 4L in as & digger and I stopped working
at ¥ine A in 1942 because the air was bad in the mine.

"I am nov employed at Panther Creek ¥ine #5, Springfield, Ill. as
2 moember of F.K.h.

*1 bacame a member of Usl.We inffffand I remained & member until
1937 at which time I chenged to P.l.i. because my local T.ll. union changed
10 Felinhe Tor some unknown ressol,

"] rend in the newspaper in about Sept. 1941 that ELSHOFF bought
Mine Lo I thought at thut time that ELSHOFF would operate line 4 as en U,M.W.
mine &5 he operated Yine B &z U,k W,

mprior to tho timc ELSHOFF bought Mine L the employees were satisfied
with Palieise I thought P.¥./s wae o good union, but it made no difforence to
me whothor I was ¢ member of UslieW. or P.li. &8s both unions are cbout the
SOMG e

“.bout two or threc deys after ELSHOFF bought Mine A I attended a

moeeting at P.ll... ho also attendod snother meeting &t Peleis hall a

few days lator. &told me ebout these meetings. * .

wng in charge of thosc meetings. * spoke and so did severel other

porsons, the nemes of vhdm I do not know. 1 do not romenbor what went on

% : at these meetinge, but someone made the stotemont that if the employees of
Yine a4 did not join DeM.¥. ELSHOFF would not open tho mine. 1 decided at

this time to jeoin U,M.V. o ae to keep my job.
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NA £ Anere afta tha D YW A vneet{nae +endad meotine

A LW 4&ayS aller e fiaiis [ iNgs <« :tien a
at Hedmen Hall. —was in chgrge of this
meeting and he requested me to attend. trade the
statement at this meeting that ¥Line A" co be
operated through Yine "EY; that ELSEOFF informed him that if the ermployges
of Mine & did neot join U. L..’.‘. he would operate Kine A through Mine B. H
also stated the employees of Mine A should join U.lLW. so that they could g
to work. I do not remember what else went on at this meeting.

A o emmadd -4 tk ub a CinnAaw "n 1021

also atiendsd s meeti Nig &% Elks on 8 Sungay n iYLl

as in chrrge of this meeting 2nd again made the statement that
if the employees of kine A did not join U.L.W, MKine A would not open. A vote
was taken and all present voted tec jeoin U.l.w., I voted to join U.K.W. so that
I could go to work at line A. After the vote EDLOHSON of U.l.W. welcomed us
into U.L.W., I joinec U.2.W. that dey. I dicd not go to the U.MH.w. meeting
that day.

nT
T

S.m

HConditions at Mine A were the szme uncder U.M.W. as they were under

beA.
“No V.k.W. organizer attempted to get me to join U.K.W.

T do not see any difference between U.l.W. and P.¥.A. as both
unions are about the same,

n] have had this staterent consisting of four pages read to me
and it is true ané ceorrect to the best of my knowledge.

(signed) NNENENNES

 ITHE H
s Special Agent, F.E.I.
Special Agent, F.B.I.Y

e
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Re: JOHN L. IEWIS, ETAL.
S . :incficld, Dlinois,
t his residence by Special Agents

INTERVIEY WITH
was interview
on Sepkember 16, 194

resently employed as & digger at kine is residence telephone is
H speaks English poorly and understands very little English,
angd ne wou.c make a very poor witness. He advised he had never been arrested.
"Springfield, Iil. N
Sept. 16, 1943.

"I, , Springfield, Ill. make
the following voluntary statement to a hom
I know to be Special Agents of the Fedaral Eureau of Investigation. I make it
without fear of threat, force, and pronise of any kind.

field; 8
U.5. in
cltizen in I started to work in Llne TAT I ras a member
of the U.M.V. 2t that time. In 1532 I joined the P.X.A., but I do not know why
except because the rest of the men did and I did not want to lese my job, '

"In about Sept. of 1941 I got a letter from RYAN telling me he had
s0ld Xine ‘A' to ELSHCFF. I did not think much about it, but at the next F.M.A
meeting we were all tzlking about whether ELSHOFF would open ¥ine 'A'. We told

our pit committee to see ELSHOFF and ask him if he was going to open Mine "A'

and at another meeting which I think was at Rgdmen Hall, the committee told us
that ELSHOFF said if we went U.LK.W. he would open Mine 'A' I also heard that
ELSHOFF would haul coal thru Mine 'B' from ¥ine 'A' if Mine 'A' would not go
U.M.W. No one ever told me I Lad to join U.X.W., and no one ever forced me to,
but I knew I had to join U.LLW. to get my job at Xine 'A'. I may have gone to
a meeting at the Elks Club on a Sunday when the men voted to go U.M.W, but I
cannot remember. I had been at a wedding for two cdays and had pretiy much to
drink. I cannot remember when I joined U.K.W, but I think it was at the U.X.W,
hall.

"J4 makes no difference to me if I am with U.M.W. or P.XK.A,

#T camnot understand English well. This statement of two pages has
been read to me and it is trve and correct to the best of my knowledge.

(signed) —
WITNESSES ¢
Special Agent, F.B.I.
Special Agent, F.B.I.™
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Re: JOHN L. 1EVIS, ET AL

pringficld, Illinois, wis Interviewad at

>n Scptember 15, 1943 by Snmecial Agents
stated hc did not have a2.criminal
ish and wyld make o fair witness

his hoe

r:ecord. :5 - T T2 sT™a £
nlthough Lz uas lattle information.

The foliowing is the sipned statement exceuted by (N

"Springfield, Illinois
Sentertar 15, 1943

wT
T111., rob- the follcowing volunbary sistunant vo “
vhe T kmoae oo be Special Ageans of 4 Federil Buresu of Investl-

ration., No force, tari:ts or promis:c have becn radc in obtzining this
stat=ment an? I know that vhat I may s2y ray be ussd in a court of law.

"7 beeame a merbor of Ui in n I11, and T remeined a
member of that union until 1932, at wiich tire I chenged to P4 boeause
my loczl M7 waiwn ciangsd to Fld.

"I was coployed ot finc Ma¥ in ::bout.-znd Ianatthe
present timz working at linc "a" 2s a ériver, i

"Ir Szpt. 1941 I rend in the newspzper thnt Elsheff bought
Hne "A® froas Ryan. At that tize I thoupht Elsholf would operate Kins "AM
just as it w-s operatad by Rynn, undur Pla.

"Prior 45 the time Elshoff bouzht fine "i' the smployecs seenied
satisficd with Fila. I thougnt PHa wes a raod union beins operated for its
meabors, bubt it made n~ diffcronce 0 me whother I 2noa member of UMG or
PL.. I nover took an zetive part in 2ny unisn 2nd I have never been an

afficer >f a union.

"I 4i¢ not hear any runsrs thot iine "A" csuld be oporated through
iine "B,

n.s w1l as I c2n romember I t:ok 1 trip away from Springfield
imredi~tely after Elshoff bought Uine "A", thorefore, I ¢id not attend
any mectings of Pl concuerning the operation of Mine MA" and I did n3t
hear any rumors concerning the operation »f Hine niw, 1 was out of Spring-
ficld whon mecbings were held at Redmen Hall and the Elks Club in Sept.
1641 and I do not have any information conecming these mectings.
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Po: MW L. LTS5, ET 4l

i few days before Mine A" cponed in Sepu. am.,
“ told me that all the empleyecs at Kine "o
verc joininz ML and if I wanted to work at Kine mAn

: L sould heave to Join UMD, I dmepediat-oly went to

the Ul orilding and Joaned UiT so that I would work at Hine VA", It made

n> diffir.nec to rne that I vas changing from Pla to UMT or not,

¢sntinued)

"I can sc2 no difference in tha operation of Kine "AM" under
M7 than it was under Pl

Ny spe wh was ~n W20 ormonizer attempted tc zot me to join

UL, I joined at my »m frec will se that I could woark at Hne "an,

)

"l have hal tiis stztement cornslisting of threc pages road 49
and 1% ic truc wn? corrzet to the bast of mpr ‘miosledpe.

/s/ N

dtnessodse—
Spuecizl apzat FEI
pscial Asent, F.B.I.N

no
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RE: JOHN Lﬁ LE'.IISI ET u"

AR ©:icc-
field, Illincis, was interviewed at hii iomol

on
Scptember 18, 1943, by Special agents

S -totoc he did not have a crininal records
is oble tc speak and undcrstand English, but wovld not meke e gocd

government witnoss as he was not very cooperstive im furnishing information
during the interview. -

INTERVIE.. L«ITH

B ::--ishod the following signed statements

" "Springficld, Ill.
. September 18, 1943,

"I,

I11., moke the feilcwing voluntary stctement to
whom I know to be Special agents of the Federa

gation; no fcree, threats or promises have been nade in cbtaining this
statement and I know that whet I mey say may be used in a ccurt of law.

*1 wes vorn -

"I am emplcycd at Hi' ne "4" as & car blocker and I heve been em-

ployed ot Kire ®4" since about

] beocame & member of Wi in cbout fJicnd I remoined in that
unicn until 1932 at which time I jcined FiliA because my W local chenged
to Fila for scme unknovm reason.

"] recd in the newspasper in about Scpt. 1941, that Elshoff
pap ?

beught Mine ®i". I thought et thet time thet Kine A" would operate as

alwvays under FlA.

"Prior to the time Elshoff bought Mine ®a™ the employees were
sztisfied with Pilh. I thought Pk was a gocd union, but it made no
difference tc me whether I wes & member of PM4 or W, I took mo interest
in union activities.

"1 Aid not hear anyone scy that Eine "4™ could be operated
through Mine "B" nor did I hear anyone say that Elshoff would not operate
Kine ®"A" unlees the employees join Wi,

"I attended the meeting st tho Elks Club on & Sundey in Sept.
1941, I remember voting at this mecting to join UMW, I voted to join UMm
because rll those nttending the meetings vected to join WMN. I do not
remember cnycne speeking et this meeting, no one tcld me I had to join WA
to go to work at Xine "A". I joined WSV immediately after 1 voted.s I went
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RE: JOBN L. LEZIS, ET AL.

IETZRVIE, WWITH home immediately after I joined WS and did not
talk to anyone. I do not kmow who was in charge

this mezting end I dv not remember how I re-

iv . there wag geoing to be e meoting.

continued)

.L
ceived no

«t
PR
"]
{d
+
3
o

"I did nct hear of or attend eny meeting, except the ome at the .
Elks Club, between the time Elshoff bought kine "4" and the time I joined
m.:—“ ?
fie
"Conditions et Mine "A" heve been the sane under UMW as they

were under F.k.a.

i ﬂo nOT. BCE Blly ul.&;Cx‘CnCC bbv‘\‘ew&& Ut}h.i a"d P-goéi I

jcined UMW because all the other emplioyees at Kine “i" joined.

"I heve had this statement ccnsisting of threc pages read to me
and it is truc and cocrrect to the best of my knowledge.

/+/

Special 4Lgont, F.B.Il. :
Special Agent, F.Bl. .

Litnessed:




1
‘
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JOHN L. LETIS, ET Al.

v, TTH Springfield,
Illinois, telephcne wag interviewed at
dence S er 1 43, by Special |

at Springfield, Ill. BHe wcrks as a digger at Mine "4".
end understends English poorly and would mot moke a satisfactory witness, '
Be wes reluctant to sign the following stotement for feer of being beaten
by Ui men. He edvised he had never been arested.

8

YSpringfield, Iil.
Sept. 18, 1943.

®I, , Springfie I11. moke
the following voluntary statement to nd
whom I know to be Speciel Agents of the Federel Bureeu of Investigation. I

make it withcut fear ¢f throvat, force, or promise of any kind,

*] was born in came to the U.8, in
- and became a U.§, citizen o in Springfield, and am

werking as & digger in Mine "4".

"I first started to werk in coal mines in the U.S. in in
Iowa, end jcined the United Mine Tcrkers of america Union. I started to
work in the Line "A" in Springfield inf{Ji} 1o 1932 I joined the Pro-
gressive ¥ine lerkers of americe union because John L. lewis stole the
ballots and cur whele ULLT local went Pulla I liked the PMA and thought it
wes an honest union being opercted for its members.

"In Sept, of 1941, I read that Elshoff beught Mine "A" from Ryen
* and I was afraid I would lose my job unless I joined ULW because Elsghoff

ran kine "B" and thct wes UMW, Some of the men from Mine "4" who I worked
with told me we would have to join WL to get cur jobs back and said Nine
".Y would not open unless the men jcined Ul No one from UMW in the com~ -
pany ever told me I would have to join UMW or ever tcld me Mine "A" would
not open except as W, I also heard the men talking that they would haul
coel from 4" thru ¥B" if we 4id not join WIW.

"] think I went to a Pllh meeting where a committee was appointed

L to see Elshoff, but I do not remember enything that heppened. I read there
C wes going to be & meeting at the Elk's Club and some cof the men tcld me abcut
P it, and eo I went to that meeting end voted to join WW. I voted Wi be~ -
P cause I wanted my job beck and I thought I would lose it if I didn't vote

) for Wfii. Ednundson ceme in and msde a talk after we voted, and then I signed
‘ with MA. I renembered the trouble the men at Xine "BY hed and I did not
! want trouble like that,
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RE: JOEW L. LEJIS, ET AL.

INTERVIE. ".ITH "] like PLA better than W because you could talk more
frcely. I would rather have stayed with FUA, but I
ccritinued joined ULW to keep my job end still prefer FiA to WV,

"Thic statamont of two peges has been read to me and it is true
and correct tc the best cf my knowledge.

/+/

‘witnessed:

Special agent, F.B.I,
Specinl Agent, F.B.I. : *
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Springfield, Illinois, wos Intorvigydu in
Sprincfiocld,

:

and become n Unlte zan
Pc specks and understands English fairlywell, but cunnot re-
member very much cbout whot happened during the portinont period. BHe
=would moke only &« fuir witnoss.

"Sprin_gfield, Ill1.
Scpt, 15, 1943

"I, Springfield, moke the follow=-
ing voluntury stcueniit cndhwhom 1 know
to be Spocicl Agents ot the Federnl Burenu of Investigotions. I moke 1t

without fear or threat, force or promise of ony kind.

an‘ err“o Cd'
d J ws born in I came to

he U. 8. in about and become o U S. Citizen in gtortod work-
ing in coal nines in and thut yeor joined the United Mine workers of
Anerica Union. I started working ot Mine 'aAt', Springfield, in about 1531.
In 1832 I joined the Progressive lline Workers of Lrericua Union because the
wholc local cheanged snd becosuse I did not wont to lose my Jobe I was not
forced in cny way to join PMi and I woe sntisfied working at Mine 'AY under
PIAHL. :

"In cbout Szpt. of 1941, I got o lottor from Ryun sayi g that
¥ine 'A' hod been turncdé over to Elshoff. I felt right awny that there
would bc trouble like there hnd boon o Mino 'BY cnd I folt we would pro=
bably have to join ME!. lo onc from tho conmpony cver told me I would have
to join UI7T and no one from UIXV cver triod to got mo to join Uil/. The tulk
among the mon whoe worked ot Mine 'A' wos that Elshoff would only run Hine
14% wunder D07 ond that if we wonted to koop our jobs at Mine 'L' woe would
have tc join Ui, I also heord storics that if wo did not turn TNST Elshoff
would operste Mine 'A' thru Iinc 'B' by hauling cocl thru 'B',

"I did not mttend any PlA meotings or any Special meetings nfter
I learned that Elshoff had bought the minc until one dery our PHA lenders
told us there wos going to be n meeting at the Elkes Club on o Bundny and
wec would voto tc go Y. Thoy said we had to vote UMV to koep our jobs.
The men who scid this were men I workod with et Mins ‘'at.

"I wont to this neeting ot the Elk's Club and voted to join UMT,.
Right after thet Isigned up with U%i, I do not remomber rmch about the
mecting excopt that Eémundson tolked after the vote - bul 1 do not remember
whot he snid.
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Ro: JOHEN L. LETIS, ET AL

T =7 ITH : * ™I wes not forced or threctened in any way
to vote UM{ or jJoin UMd. I Joiobd becouse
Cort Y I did not want to lose my job. I would pre-
‘ ferred to have stoycd with PMA because I
liked Pii» and wes sctisficd. When I went back to work ot 'hA' under UMM,
UMrs told us we could not spenk any langunge except English. We weore finad
$5.00 if we were cought talking in o foreign language. I would rather have
worked under'PMA.

"I stoppecd working ot ¥ine *4' in about April of 1943, bocause of
i1l henlth. I do not bolong to any union at the prosent time.

“This stotement of threc pagos has becn read to me and it is
truc and correct to tiae best of my knewloedgo.

/+/

"Vitnessed:

/S/ Specu:.l Agont, F. B. I."
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Re: JOHN L. LE:IS, ET AL

Springfield, Illinois, was 1n!erv16we!

- September 15, 1943 at his home by Bpecial
Agents stated he cid not
hcve 2 criminal record. s unable to speak or underctanpd
English very vell and would meke e very poor witnees.

INTE"VIF 1 ITH

B roished the following stetement:

“gpringfield, Ill.,
September 15, 1943,

field

-I,
ncko the feolloving voluntery etetement to and
vhom I krov to be Snucisl Agents of the Federsl Buroeu
of Investigation, mo force, throeste or pramises huve been mede in
obtaining this statemcnt and I know thet whet I mey say mey be used in
e court of law,.

®I wes born in— emmigrated to the
UsSe in - enéd I beccme £ noturclized citizen of the U.S. in-

in Springficld, Ill.

*I hove been employed et iine *4* since sbout fJend I om
at tha prosent time erployed ct dine ®A® ae a diggor.

*I becama 2 mombor of UIN in-e.nd remained o member of
U3 until 1932 et which time I joinoé F.iaA. beoauss my local UMY
union chonged to P.2.4. I do not know the recson my loocal UiH union
shangod to PliA.

"I roed in tho nowepaper in sbout Sept. 1941 that Elshof:[ .
bought Mine "i¥ from Ryan. I thought ot that time that ifine “a®
would have becn operatcd ag before end that Line “A™ would have
rcmaine¢ & FhiA mine.

*Prior to the timnc Elshoff bought Kine ®A™ the omploycer et
i'ino "a® werc eantisfiod with PiA. I thought PL4 was e good union,
boing oporcted for ite members end I did not wish to ohonge to WA,

"1 ¢id not hear that I'ine “A™ could have been opsreted through
ug
t'ire “B%,.

®I hcerd eomeone make & statemont & few doys after Elshoff

bought Mine “i*, that Elshoff would only opertte kine A" if the employens

joinod Uif., Then I heerd this statemont I dooided to join UIF so that
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ﬁ Rey JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIES W

I oould work.

oontinucd)
"1 did not ettend Fili meetings held at PMA

hall a fow days tftor Elshoff bought Mine "a®, us I @id not have notioce
and I do not Imow what occurred at theso mectinge.

ﬁtoi& mo in Sopt. 1941; prior to the mooting st tho
Elks Club thot Lirc "B would not open unless the omployces joined

Ui, I docidcd at thet time to join U.K.W 8o that I could work at

HMino “.",

"I did not ottond tho mecting ot Rodmon Hall ard I 4id not
rececive noticc.

"B -1 5 that o nmocting waz to be hald at tho
Elks Club IO sco 11 erc cmployces &t line ™AY would Join UMY, I attondod

this rmocting orn & Sanday in Scpte 1941, Pwas in chergo
of the necting. Sonconc made the suoterent that Mino A% would not
oper unless tho crployece Joincd Uill. I voted to join UHT so that I
could work et Liinc ".%, Aftor tho voto vae takon, Edmondson of UMY
madc & specch ané woleomed tho omployecs of Mine 4% into Ulk.We I
joined UelLW. £t the olosc of the mocting. I did not go to tho MV
building aftcr the mecting. ~

.y

b xRk

{70

®So for ce I know thero woro no UsliV. orgenizers ot the
Elk's Club ncoting. Mo onc cskod no to join UMT prior to tho timo I
Joinc? in Sopt. 1941.

Conditions at ldne "i" at tho preecret time arc about the eorw
under UiT7 as thcy were uncer Piii. ’

i *] joircd Til7 irn orlor to kcecp my job at Yine "a%., I wes
eatisfiod with Pi%i and 3iéd not went 4o chango to UMK,

"I hovwe had this stotcrnent consieting of four pogos road to
rnc and it is truc and corroct to tho bost of ry knowlodge.

/s/ N

“Witrcesody )
. S’pcci:—.l “gcnt F.B.1.
i pceial Lgent, F.B.I."
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Re: JOHM L. IT7IS, =T AL

Sprinzfield, Illinois was interviewe! a! !!s

home on September 1%, 1943 by Special Agents
stated he dld not have a
crimins1 record. vonld not m‘.ke a nood wilness as he finds it
difiicult to spcak and understand Enjlish.

-fumished the following volunt;ary statement:

#Springfielc, I1l.,
September 1%, 1943

nvestigation, no for‘c;, thr,ats or m'omiS':s have beop made in obtaining
th's statoment and I lmow that vhat I may say may bc uscd in a court of
law.

"I vas born — ormigrated to th: U.S.
-md I became a naturalized citizen of the U.S. in- in

Springfi.ld, Ill.

"I szs cmployud at Lin. ™A" in cbout 1931 and I am at thc present
time employwd at Minz "A" as 2 digrer.

"I joined ™. in and romaincd o mombor. of that union until
1932 at which time I joinud 4. I joincd FMA bocause my local UMN
union changed to F'4. I do nob kuow th:z rezson my local U7 union changed
to PHA.

n] read in the nevispoper in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff bought
Minc "A" from Rran. At the timc I heard this I did not think there would
be any changce in the oporation of Eine A,

nFrior to the tim~ Elshof? bought iinz "A" the cmployucs vere
satisfied with Pii, I thourht Fiii vwas a good union, but I nover took
an active part in union activitics and it made no dirfercnce to me whether
I wias 3 member of UKY or Pida.
"I was never approached by ap UMW orgnizer prior to the timc I

joined U7 in Scrot. 1941,

r

"I heard someone talking about Elshoff operating Mine "A" through
Mine "B", Vhen I heard this I thought I would be out of a jJob.

"] did not hear any rumors thxt Elshoff would only open Mine "A"

-
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

NTDRVITE WIT on condition that the employees joined UMW.

"I did not attend any meetings st FMA hall or
Redmen Hall after Mine "A" wzs sold to Elshoff,
in Sert. 1941. I do not rememver if I had notice of such meetings or not.

"] gttended a meeting at the Zlks Club on a Sunday in Sent. 1941.
I voted at this meeting to join U7 ms all present voted to join UafT.
I also joined Uilv at the end of this mecting. I heard some of those
attendinec this meeting make 2 statement after we voted, that 1f we would
not join VL7 Mine MA"™ would not be opencd. I did not see anJ i
organizers at this meeting nor do I remerber LCdmondson of UuW making a
talk at this meeting. I did not po to ihe UKW building afier the
rmeeting. I find it difficult to_sveck and understand ngllSh, therefore,
I w2s unable to obtain much inform-tion about the sale of lMinc "A" and

whzt went on at mectings.

"Conditione at Min: MA™ hzve buzon about the same under UMW as
th=y wers under Lin.
It makss no diffirunce 1o me whother I am 2 membor of UMY or
Fia., I went to be 2 member of wwhich ever wunion thaet will 3lou me to work
the most.

"I have had this sbatracnt consisting of threce pages read to me
and it is true arnd corrzet to the bist of my knowledge.

Spacial Azent rW.EB.T.
peeial A~cnt, F.3.I.%

Yiitnessed: -
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RE: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL.

INTERV IEW WITH _ Spring-
— field, Iillinois, was interviewed at his residence by -

Special Apents and on

was born in came to
-nd became a United States citizen in at Spring-
is presently employed as a dlgger at Mine ®A",

Septerber 16, 1943
the United States in
field, Illir.ois.

He cannot speak or understand English very well, and would make an unsatisfactory
vitness. He advised that he has never been arrested,
“Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 16, 1943
"I, T ield, J1l. make the
B following veoluntary statement to hom 1

know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureru f Investigation, and make it
without fear of threst force, or prowise of amy Kind.

"I was born in came to the U.S. in and
became a U.5. citizen in Springfield in work at ¥ine 'A' as a dlgger.

"I was working in Kine TAf, Sprlngfxeld in the spring of 1941, as
a wember of F.l.A. About Sept., of 1941 I read in the paper that ELSHOFF bought
Yine 'A' from FYAN. I did not bother to think much about this and did not talk
about it with anyone. I only attended one meetlng after I read about the sale
and that was on a Sunday at the Elks Club. I went because I read about it in

the paper. I usually do not attend union meetings.

Ho one ever told me that tine 'A! wouid not operate excebt under
U.L.#. I did not hear anything about ¥ine 'A' being operated by hauling coal
thru YMine 'B'. I did not hear that I had to join U.X.W. to keep my Job.

“T was satisfied with P.L.A. but it did not make any difference to
me whether I was under P.M.A. or U.K.W.

At the meeting at the Elks Club I voted to join U.K.W. and I joined
U.L.W, right after the meeting. I joined U.L.W. because all the other men did
and I wanted to keep my job. MNo one forced or threatened me in any way and no
one told me I had to join U.K.W. I do not remember much about the meeting.

. "It doesn't make any difference to me whether I work under P.M.A. or
U.M.W. and I see no difference at Line 'A!' under U,M.W. than there was under
P.M.A,

uThis statement of two pages has been read to me and it is true
and correct to the best of my kmowledge.

Witness ; (signed) —

Srecis
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RE: JOEN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIEA WITH —-
Springfield, Illinols, was_dnterv at
[

cooperetive, and it i=s believea That fie would meke & gooawitness on vhe
Mine A situation becauss he spoke at one of the meetings at PMA Hall on

thic situation. *has no known criminal record, He furnished
the following signod stelement: '

"Springfield, Ill.
Beptember 19, 1843

« 7 A S -ingfield, Il1.

-~ H
do volunterily mcke the following statement to Specinl Agentsq
* Ko threats or pronises have beon made
to crzuse me to o this ecement
I storted working
in the mines about joining ULiA at 1Mme hove worked st Mine

A off end on since cg a ¢igger. I swiched over to PMA in 1932 along
with a1l the miners at Mine A. 1 preferred PMA bececuse I hud more to say

md could vote.

"I was bor

"1 learned about the sele of Mine A from the newspaper, and I
thought thot I was in for the saome kind of trouble that the miners had hed
over at Mine B. I didn't know whot to expect as I heard thet they were
going to pull the conl of mine A out through Mine B. I elso heard telk
to the effect that Iine A would remain closed until all the men joined
A .

” o o e - ok DL

I ettendsd one wuutiub ot PMA hall
byt he sale of Minc A wns discussed. I spoke 8t thot meeting and told the
men to find out whaot Elshoff was going to do before they switched over to
UMIA., Seems to me that & committee wue nppointed. It seemed to me that
the feelinr wes 3in the air already_thot the men were going to awing UMIA.
comed to be leaders in this

ringing up something unreasonnble or radical

are the situstion caused

il H FRrE Yo Re) ol

gwitch. 16 group wae Qlwiys
when we were under PMA,

;| 21 i ™ ——
'W

"] didn't attend eny more mgetines beccuse I didn't like th
things were being run. I heard f‘romh that Uit wee going to

'*work mo over! boctuse I stuck up for Fli.

o

"The next time I went to n meeting was at United Mine Workers Hall
where I wos told thet it was tho lnst chance %o sign up without an inftia-
tion fee., Thc mcjority hod alrendy ewung over and there wus nothing elsc

to do if you wanted to work at liine A. The men joined bectuse mony of the
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL .

i
i
B
;
i

INTERVIEW WITH Mine A employess were old men and were

afraid they couldn't get other jobs. The
Cont inued mon hed also read & heard about all of tha

trouble at kine B and didn't went to have
anything like thet.

"Then the mine first opened they would dock you for enything, and
when you went to the meetings you couldn't talk. They also elected their
own ¢fficers whether you wented them or not.

*"If I had a free and voluntary choice of unions I would prefer
Progressives, as you cutn say whet you think under PMA & elect your own offi-
cers. .

\
"I heve recd the above stotuments made by me con51sting of 2%

peges. The same are trus end correct.
o8 ]
i

"Jitnessed: _ }

]
/e/ |
/s/
Sneciel Agemts, F. B. 1.
Soringfield, Ill."
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RE: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

iNI'ERVIE? WITHE

wes interviewed by Special Lgents_
g I———N ;. o ; 4iff%culty in understending the

- -
LYW A AREieE e Em e e e e ¥ =

questiors propounded to him end for this resson, it is not believed that
he will mrke & gocd witness. He hns no crimincl record. His statement
is as follows:

“gpringfield, Illinois
September 19, 1945

“I;

ds meke the £211

Soringfield, Illinois,
ruivne valn crv stotenent t d-

owWin Yoilunuar Ltenant an

. .
whon I ¥mow to be Snucinl Agents of the Federal Buresu of
Investigation., No thrests or promisese have beern ande to me; I have besn
told I need not moite cny statesent and thet this stotement cen be used in
court. ' '

"I was born mq I came to the United States
in - I am not & citizen of the ‘Inlted ftates. I am now employed at

Yine *4Lt' os e digper ond have been employed here since ebout _ I wns

until 1932 when the rest of the miners et Mine 'A' went over to the Pro-
gressive HMiners Union. I was in fevor of the Frogressive Miners Union and
the switch over. mvself then remsined Progressive Miners as
long as we couléd. I feel thet this is o good union and that it conscien-
tiously tries to ropresent the miners. I first heard about the snle of
¥ine 'A* i who reud about it in the newspaper. I'figured that
my Jjob wzs insecure and that I probobly would not be esble to go beck as &
member of the Progressive Miners Union.

"I henrd the stories thaot Elshoff would not reopen the mine un-
lese it wos under the United Kime Workers Union and that he was going to
hoist the coal from Mine 'A' out through Mine 'B'.

*] attended the sume -meetincs tt the Fropressive Hall and at the
United Mine Tiorkers Hall with ond I held out
opeinst joining the United Mine workers as long as I could. ¥henwe saw
that the majority had gone back, we finally signed up. '

"I wish to scy thot I went bock to Mine *Af es a UMY member only
because the mojority did end to proserve my job. 1 cm not satisfied with
conditions in the ULH cs you don't have n free vote or the right to dis-
cuss issucs being put to e vote. These are railroonded through. If I had
my free choice I woulé be a member of the Frogressive Mine Vorkers Union.

This stetement has been read to me by—

- 44a -

On Septomber 19 1943,_ of
SR ;- v io1¢, Dilioois,
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, BT AL

SR =: it ic o1l true.
ey

INTERVIEW WITH

Contirnue

“Witnessed:

/e/
/s
Special Agents, F. Bo 1o
Springfield, I11."

; - .
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;- RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 4l.
:

—

N . Ay 0 - 2 2 - O OO OO0 O @O0
GRVIES WITH  On Scptember 15, 1943, S
& # Springfield, lllinois, wos intorviewed by
Spocier tconts RN --: (N

was cooperctive and it is believed that he will moke a goo
witpess. He disclaims eny criminal record. KHis statement is as follows:

i B

"3eptember 15, 1943
Springfield, Illinois

M——_ ___

Springfield

Illigeis o the To 7 I
and % whon I know ‘o be Specinl Agents o

Burenu of Investigation. No thriats or promises of any kind hove been made
tc me; I have becn told I neod not mele eny stotement end that this state-
ment can be used in Court.

& prturelized citizen through my father a _ on Novoembor

I begar working et line "4A" about s o United Mine worker.
I ncticed thut the V.. secmed to get nlong with Er, Rycn all right. In
1532 our men becume dissetisfied with John L. Lewis as President and when
he stole the ballots on the quostion of the wage scalc we formed e new
union, the Progressive Kine Workers of Anerica. I did participate in the
formation of P.M.A. by soliciting now members. During the entire time the
P.M,A. union represcnted the miners at Mine WAY, I wus setisfied with the
crgarizetion end it sppearcd to properly represent the men. I first heard
sbout the snle of Mine "A" when I came home from town and saw it in the
pepers I figured this wos bed for the miners and kmew that we would either
have to go back to the Unitod Mine ‘.orkers or givc up our jobs.

"I hecrd the rumors that Elsheff wouldn't reopen Mine™ * unless
it wns under the United lfine lorkers and I elso honrd it said that ho was
roing to operate Mine "A" through the Mine "B"™ shaft. ‘ihile I didn't poy
cay attention to the latter rumor I was inclined to belief that the former
rumor wes true. I heard these stories from fellow members of our locnl.

"] went back to work et Mine "A" as & United Hiner because I
felt that I wculdn't be able to go back to work es a Progressive Miner and
bocause a mejority of the liine "A" employees switched over to U.M.,

"ihile I was with the Progressive Mine lorkers I sorved as Pit

e Cemmittcemon. I did nct cttend any of tho meetings et which the miners dis-
c cussced the sale of Linc "4".
t
®*I do ﬁoiiec thet undor the United Hine workers that the working
conditions are not as good as they were under the Progressive Mine workers.
; - 446 =
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RE: JOHN L. LE'MIS. ET JLLn

INTERVIE: WITH Qur grievine:s arc now hendled by compoany mon and they
q refor the grievances to the Suporintendont if they heve

(continucd time and he hos to take up the gricvance with Oscar
Fcleotti, Suporintendent eof Line pf%, Ttihnt he seys goes
whether the nen like it or mot. Rocently I noted thaot the loose explosive
powlder was not getting out the cczl and I got up at a mecting ¢f our local
end suggested that a Comnitices go ses Elshoff about putting in stick
cwder vhich is more efficiert. The cormittee composed of

-nd cnecther fellow were sppointed and they talke

ovor with bishoff. Loter t5ld me thet I had bebter not cone
up tc the next mesting, that thosc Iclilows werc fixing up to beat me up
cnd thot Slsheff hed scid thet I wes e "Progressive Lgitotorl®

"I hrve ncticed also thut the locel union is not disposed to
cppese the comprny oo ¢ perticulsr issue. Since the povrder incident when
the union feile2 to mcke en issue cut of the stick pewder and mecepted the
company's wishes I hove stopped going to the union mectings.

"] nove boon recad the within statement censisting of thrce end

/+/ S

witnessed:

end:

Special agents, F.B.!.

Springficld, Illinois. : "
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RE: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET AL.

=ZITH On September 14 was intervicowed

YRR b his hone et Springfield,
Illincie, »y Specicl Arents and

_ * eoperrel to bo cooperative

Jifficuzty 1n conprechending qupstions propoeunded to him and it is not be-

licved that ho would moke e ool witnsss. He discleims any eriminnl reccrde.

ITTLQVIVI

He fove thé;follcwin; si/ned stotement:

"Sprinpficld, Illincis
Scptorbor 14, 1943,

wy, | Sprin-field, Illinois,

de ko the following voluntory statcacnt t -
sher 1 kmew to be fpecicl agents of the Feleral Bureau of
nvestipeticn. No thrects or promisos have been mude to me; I have been

tecld I need not make erny stotemont eni thet this stetemont con be used in
Ccurt.

"I was berz in cnd becamc a naturclized
citizen of the United Stotes in 1932 cor 1933, I wes employed at Minc "4
irfJJJ} ax? heve bcen working there ever since. In that time I heve be~
lenged to the United Hine workors Unicn and the Progressive Kine werkers
Unicn. Before 1932 I was satisficl with the United ¥ine workers crgani-
zeticn ond I chenped over to the F.lluhi. becausc the rest cf them did. After
I chenped ever to the 1A 1 wes satisfied with that crpanigation and beliove
it represontud the ninerse.

"I leerncd of the salc of Mine “A" tc Elshof in 1941 by reading
it in the newspaper. I rlso received e letter from Mr. Ryan in which he
szid he had scld the mine anl thet I wes no longer on employee of Mine A",
I clso received an unsirned letter telling me that if I wonted to keep ny
job at Yine “LM thot I would have to change my unicn effilietions. I knew
vhen I heurd the mine vms so0ld that I would hove tc change unions if 1
wented to keep my jub. Hewever, nc one put eny pressure cn mo to change
unions. I heard o rumer te the offect thet Blshoff wculd not reopeh Mine
A" unless it was cpereted by the U.L.T. but it hed no influence on my
decisicn tc join the U.k.i.

™ ettended cne meeting of the Mino YA" employees held at the
Elks Hell where the miners discussc? s to vhether cor not they should go
cvor te the M. I receell thot e decisicn wes roached at this mecting to
co over tc U.K.%. cnd then Ray Edmundscn was eanlled in. He premised us

cur jobse

"I have ncticcd no diffcrence in working coplitions under U.M..

.= 448 ~
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! RE: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL.

ns compured with working cenditions under the Frogressive
Xincr's Union,

TIRVIE. WITH

(centinued)
"I heve boen read the within stotoment cousisting of

twe tnd ¢ frocticn pares wrd it is 1l true.
/+/ N

witnosscly

EH

Specianl Abgonts, F.B.I,
Springfield, Illirncis, "

- 449 -



e

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

was interviewed at his home,

Springfield, Illinois, on September 17
hem———oTAR XY )
— Uu.l.Ll E. IJ .IL LU UL 2T U.L Liillo Miksi VICEP _ WQe WoLLL: -LHD&J AL A
anG a2gitated and although he expressed a willirgness to give the Agents
any inforrition he could and wos outwardly entirely cordial, he refused to
answar any guestions concerning the events that happened at the meeting
hclc at the Elks Club, At the corglusion of the interview he was zasked if
h: had been approachad cencernine this case and told mot to talk to Agents.
He denied this repeatedly. Hc was also asked why he was scared to tell
Agzents about the meeting at the Elks Club, snd while he deniec bcing
frightencd, it was noted that _this question gave him a cdefinite start.

It is not believad thst 715 telling all that he knows concerning this
cas¢ and 1t is suggestcd thot he be orought beforc the Grand Jury for further
guostioning. He 2dvissd he has no erinminzl record, He rofused to sign

the statument, which vill be set out b2low, although h: stated that it was
all truc and ta,t th.re was no reason why he should not sign the statsment,

rive the followirg information to

sho zre known to me to be Spec. Agonts of the F.B.I.
o thruzte or promises have boeon made me to got this statement. T am now
vorkirg 2t l4nc A 35 3 driver I have been there sirce 1932 or 1933, 1
25 born I joincd the P.ME.A. boccause I wanted to,
I had no preferance © nion over the other.

"I hoard through gossip that Eishoff was tz2king over bine 'A', I
never paid any attention to it at the time, I figured if I didn't work there
I'd viork someplace else. From 1932 to 1941 I was satisfied with the way
Follun, wos hanhli*g thirgs, when Elshoff took over Hine Af nobody came

AT s Aamlr e om bl - b - T Aaw 14

LU ﬂ”y uuum, AL dll VW doA ik 4-.)Uu.b J..\J aor mu.\,u W30 .L NJLIU‘:U' i WU T W
reczll Zsearing anything 2t the time to ths effect that Elshoff was going
to take coal from ldine 'A' through wine 'B' nor do I recall hearing that
he would eorly operate M¥ine & with a U,N. ... union.,

"Ihe only meeting I remembir attanding was at the Elks Club_ I
dont recill how 1 hecrd about this. 1 don't remember at this time who
had charge of this meeting. I am not sure why this neeting was held at
th: Elks Club ard I dont want to say what the purpose of the mesting wvas.
I was rot 2 member of any committees appointed at this time and I did not
go to Elshoff's, or Edmundson's office or to the Leland “otel after the
meetizg, I joined the Ult.w#, a2t Mirne 'A' about the time it opened. I
joined U.X.s, of my owm froc will. Corditiors at Mire A are the same
wmder U,¥,7 . 45 they vére under P.i.4, 80 far as I am concemed
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mition therein

Continue
I don®t cazre to sign this, I have

witnessas:

/5/ q
Specizl Agent, F.B.I.

t., riul, Minn,

pceial agint FLEB.I.
Sprirgfield, Ill.
Sept. 17, 1943%

"1 have read this two page statement and to
the best of my knowledge it is all true and the infor-

is just as I have given it to the Agents.

no particular reason for this,

~ 481 -
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REs JOHN L. LERIS, ET AL.

NTERVIEW WiTH The following investigatiop was conducted by Bpecial
A - S --: A - -
field, Illinois, on September 15, 1543. .

. At his M Springfield, Illinois,
Arents interviewe nd he gdvised he never had been in any _

agen iNTerviewe 2 18 8 Q e nevers
trouble in his li?e. _ 5! appeared to De honest and truthful but it wes
noted he did not know much about what went on because of hie position. It

is felt that he would make s fair witness if his testimony were necessary
end he eappeared to be very cooperative.

The following signed statement was obtaeined from—

Springlfield. Ill.
Sept. 15, 1943.

"I, give the following information to —
, who have identified themselves to me as

.E.I. Ho threats or pramises have been made to get

pecia ents of thne
this statement.

"I started at Mipge b around 1934 & at the present fime I am _

*‘ there, 1 was born N | v:: o
member of the P.M.A. when I started at Mine "A" in e 1 took no hand

in the switch from U.kE.W. to P.M.A. and after the strike in 1932 I got a
job in a place where the P.i.A. was, I hated to see the trouble which
caused the split between U.X,W., and P.M.A. I would rather have seen the
mern satisfied with one union.

®] first learned that Elshoff had teken over the Mine "A" through
the papers and then later I got a letter to that effect from Mr. Ryan the
former operator. At the time I did not ¥mow what would happen, whether I
had & job there or mot, 1 figured I would just have to wait end see, Be=-
fore Elshoff took over Mine "A"™ things went along well between P.M.A. and
Ryan. I was not approached as to my opinion or whether we should join the
U.M.%. or not and I had no one come to me and try to get me to Jjoin U.M.%,
1 don't think I heard anything about the possibility that Mine “A™ might
be operated through liine "B". I did not hear any rumor that Elshoff would
only open Kine A under a U.M.W. contract. I attended 2 mestings,one at
P.¥.A. Hall &end onc at Elks.

"I believe I read in the paper of the meeting to be held at
P.M.A. Hall. I think this meeting was held just to discuss how the mine .
was to be opened. I am not sure but I don't think any committee reported
or was appointed. I don't recall any trouble at that mesting.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

 TERVIEH %] heard of the meeting at the Elks Club through the
papers. I believe that”presided. This ‘
ccntinued) meeting was to see how the feeling of the men were

about starting the mine, I think what we did was
sign a slip to go over to U.k.%. if we wanted to go to work. I thought
I would be without s job if I didn't sign up, so since that was the way
it was going to be I signed the slip of my own free will, Edmundson came
over later and gave a talk, I don't recall what was said, I did not care
vhich local was at Mine A", I just wanted to go to work. I did mot go to
Zdmundson's or Elshoff's office the night of the meeting. Conditions at
Kine "A" since 1941 under the U.M.w. are the same in my job as always.
I would not be able to say as to how they are in the mine because I don't
ceme in contact with the miners.

I have had Agent q:'ead this statement which is written on
this and two other pages to me. It is all true and ocorrect to the beat of
my knowledge and is just like I have told it to the Agents. 1 am signing
this of my own free will as it is the truth,

3igned —_— j

Witnesses

Special Agent, FBI
St. Faul, Kinn,

"w

Spec. Agt. FBI (Milw)

Springfield, 111,

bep‘t. 15' 1943, "
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S ad intopgicwo
S i: vory intelligent und wos outwurdly entirely oooderttivo. It

c - O

RE: JQEIQ L- LE:‘:}S. .-a.ﬂ' JLLQ

INTE-ViE, '{IT?

On Septombor 14| 1943 SBecinl nygents
[ S o e J—

is to be noted thut vt the tinme cof this interview dvised
agernts thet tlthough he hud joined the Fl. he hud alwuys fuvored the Ul
He advised thet he hos ne orinmincl reccrde Frum the informution given '

ct the time of this interview it is nut folt thnqwould
meke 6 good witness, partioulurly us his story is licblc to be prejudioed

dus t¢ his adnmitted profercncs for Wile

The fullowing si;med stitenent wus proourod i‘rm-

!pring!llc!c‘. ' !!1.

Scote 14, 1943.

- give the following infornctiom to_
—;nd dho sre known to no to be Specitl ipents

cf thc FeBel., no throuts cr prmises htvo boen mude ne to proourc this
Anf ornotione

"I an working ot idine .. cs 'stoble bouse's I hive boem theroe
at-ut , racrss 1 wos burn fn I first joined « mine
urion in - Lt Bpringficld, it wis Udlave oeiorking at ifine WV,
in 1932, when they wont to 2..leue With the othorse I would just ue soon
h-ve stayod with U.ifs'ls &t the tincs During the tine wo hud the Plllae
unicn ct:fine hc therc were no outstunding disputeos there between the
compeny thut 1 kmow ofe “thon ILSHOFF took over lfinme 'su' in 1941 I
believe 1 recd of it in the pudorss I fipjured thit if he hud bought
it and they made o switoh, I woul! ;0 over with the rest of then, if 1
wunted tc stuy thercs I wus not toorctched ¢t this tine sbout joining
the UJdl..e I hotrd some talk thut ZLSHUFF nipght operute lfine .. through
Minc B but it wus just tulks This nmi:ht pessibly be dono if they wunted
tc nake o biz minc cut of 2 littlc onus ts they ure oconnooted Ly the rtin
Hallorewnye I did not hear that ZISHOFF wos pgolng to close Iine . unless
the men joined U.l{s'le I ottended one noeting ut the lLednuns Bull the rneot-
inz ot tho Elks ond tried to ottond une at the Pule.e Holl bub the Padietan
officinls wouldn't let us hold it und tho meetin; wus broken upe There
were only one or two who oould spenke I did not see uny fight I got
scrta discussed nnd left bofore it wos ull overe I think thers wns o
ommittes onocinted to soe if we couldn't find o pluoce to huve o
meotinne I wus not & momber of thot cornittees It seons to me the
amouncenent of the next meoetin;: wis published but I wouldn't be sure
of that, was in ohi.rgo of the mooting ut itsdmon
Balle 1 Ws h.d tu see if we would hove on investi-

-ation to decide if we would join UJ!lsls There were no outsiders t.t this
meetint, st the liednun H:ll meetinr they deocided ¢o huve unvther meeting
but they ooculdn't pet Kednans Hull aoé%hoy had it at the Llks Club. This




RE: JORY L. LEJIS, ET :L.

; it o S el meoting wes in charge o—’.le took
took & standing vote on whether thsy would go to
(continued TUHJ{ and I think they wvoted solid to do this.

I dont recull hearing anything about opening

Mine a tnd to my knowledge nothing wos suid ebout the men having to

join UJM.We to keen Mine 'n' open. Iy theory os to why the men switched
over is that ELSHOPFF had o contraot with UJM e at line 'BY and would
»rcbibly opercte line 'a' under o ecntruot with UJdiSi. Inmy heurt 1
hove clways been U.lle I joined P.Mans in 1932 only because I had to

go over toc keen my jobe «fter the voting was over JuY ENUNNSON ccme over
crnd tolked tc us. He scid he thunked the men for the wey they hod voted
uni told them they would be acesrted .ok in UJHA/. wnd trouted the way
they hod alweys beens That sime tine we sipned ourds pgoing over te Ullslis
1 331 not go to Edmun dson's office, the lelund Hotel or ELSHOFFS office
cfter this meetincs, I htve mever held & union office tnd di¢ not then.
S8ince the U.lJie. hus been buck vt idine '.' I think thut conditions ut
dine '..' huve been immroved. Dues ore wbout the sone but working oon-
ditions huve imoroved, I think, if the non oun see ite I hecrd o
srczrassive officicl, I understsnd sty thet hedn't uny body better turn
over tc U.MJie if they did he hud scne hoys in Bouthern Illinois thut would
<ke ocre of theme 1 wos nct forced to join Udidie but did 2o of my own
free will.

-
#xﬁgﬁ‘,.Lu

[y

"I mve roud this 3 . ze stitonent & to the best of ny
mowledre and belief it is oll true und ¢s I hve piven it to the
Fe3el. ncents, I otm signing this cf my own will us it is the truthe

v B
b3

T itncssess

8oeciul azent, Feb.l.
Ste Puul, ifinn.

S»eeinl ugen!, !-B.I. (Giilw. )

} Syringficld, Ill.
i Scote 14, 1943."
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL.

L e e

Special Agents nd

—— SRR -

b ) went to the residence of
s - o cioo, 115

and with the assistance of a neighbor woman, whom he called over, he ad-

vised tn .t he does not understard English well and that his wife does
rot eithor. He further stated that he has been at ¥ine & for many years
and that his diughter is in Chicaso for two weeks, but that she could
assist in interviewing him upon her return, He advised that he hurt
hims:1f at idne & and has been in the hospital mntil a wonth ago.

furtier agvisod that he was a citizen through naturalija-
tion and that ke was born in{j BN #e said he attended a meeting on
a Sunday at the ©“lks Club, but h2 did not know what went on bccause he
could not wsderstand +rglish and hc adviszad that he voted over to UM
becausc the rest of thz local did. He said that hc dozs wnhat the young
ren do and nobody forced him to vote that way, He stated that if his
daughtcr were prescnt she could act as his interpreter.

Stenographic notes of tha abov: ware token by Agent-
and they ar. buing retained in instant file,

It was roted that -is a rather old man and it is felt that
n: would makc & poor witness.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

m

was interviewed at his residence,

Springfield, Illinois, on Septernber 14,

9 y opecial Agents and

P He advised that he had never been arrested. iHe siated also tnat
e

st1ll has a job at Kine a although he has not worked for the past five
or Six monuths as he said that he nad to leave becouse *
e nimself did not feel very vell. wever he stated

0ols are Still out there and he can return whenever he wants to.

appeared to b2 more intelligert than the ordinary miner and it &=
folt that he would make a fair witness if his testiimony ware necessary.
The following signed statemcnt was obtaired from

TS -
M S

Scpt. 14, 1943

pive th: following statement to A
who ar: knovm to me to be Ppecial

. wrcats or promises have been made me in
order to pet me to give this stateoment,

I camc to the U.S.

in I biezme 2 cliizen in a rgiield. I first went

to eanaTal to work the sprirg bzfore it went back as U.M..,

1 think this was in the spring of 1941, 1 am a diggcer and worked
there vp wntil 5 or 6 morths age. I first joired 2 mine wnion
around ibout in Sprinafiecld, I3, I joired the Progressives
whilz vorking at tne Jefferson idine but I worked at Mine 141 a5 3
Progrossive for Bill Ryan, The mire closed in the spring and then
Lishoff took it ovur and we joinod the U.K.¥, in a body in order

to go back to work, I felt thic was the only way to get Zlshoff to
oven the mine, cveryone knew this. I rcad in the paper that Elshoff
was to take t..aﬁ: rirz over, then of course the men all knew it ‘oo
and they fclt the only szlvation for them was to joir the U. MW,

& couple of ren can: to sce m¢ 2t my home and asked me how I felt
and 4 tuld them I was going to do what the other men did, When I
worked at Mne '4' for Bill Rvan they nevar had any trouble, for a fact
they never have any troublc therc now cither, I never heard anything
about th: pussibility cf Elshoff vperating the dine 4 through Mine

B. lhere was a rumor at thc time that the UJMLW. had given

Elshoff a pile of roncy to operatc Mine 'a' and get it over to UMW,
. I heard too that unless the men went right over to ULK.W, the mine
would be shut domn. I ncver atteanded any meotings where the question
of rcturning the Mine 1A' mon to the U.MJh, was discussed. I Joined
the U.Lm, out at !dne ‘a’, I never voted on returning to U.LLW.

- 457 =

r



—— - S o g e
ke: JOWN L, LEWIS, =T AL,
TERVIE. WITH I just joined up they told us our P.M.A, card would
be exceptcd so 1 Just joined up at the minc as the
(Cuntinued other men had joined. :

"I havc never had any perferance as to which union I belong to.

"] Wav: had Agcnt- read this two page handeritten state-
ront to e 2né it is 21l truc and correct and as I have given it to the
agorts, I am signirg this of zy owm free will,

Signed

Witnesses:

/5/
Special sg.ont, F.B.I.
21 o,

peoial Azent IRI (0dlw.)
Springfield, 1l1,
Scpt_ 14, 1943"
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REs JOEN L. LEWIS, ETiL

by Spocial Agonts cn:

wa.e oooporntivo but hod to bo quostionod through™
on intorprotor as his undorstandinr of English is not vory good. For that
ronson, plus tho fact that ho had vory little kncwladio of tho Mino 4 situation

it is nct foit that ho would makeo o gocd witnoss. htie no known
orimincl record, Hc furnished tho following signod sta 3

111,
Soptombor 18, 1943

to moko this stotoment,

, "I wes born in murriving in Amerioa in
1905, I wos noturclizoed at Sprinzfielc, . . I startod in minos os

soon as I coue tc :'Jzorica, juining up with \§lA. I havo novor boon on
cfficor in any union. I @@ y;uauuua..y‘ cmp'ln:rrnﬂ ot Mino L ng a r'l.'in-:-nri hnvi__n_g
startod thcro in 183€. I had joln tho Progrossivos at thet timo, Both
unions aro the samo tc mo.

"1, I1l., do vcluntarily moko tho
following statonont to Spocial sigonts and H
-t Ne throsts or proriscs of aay kind hovo boon nade o OBRUSO

"I know thot kr. RYAN solé tho udne tc Mr. ELSHOFF, who owns
Mino B, but den't know how I found out.

"I novor hoard about Mino 4 geing to bo olosod unloss tho mom
joinod UMY, or that line 4 would be olosod and tho coal token out through
Hino B.

"1 attondod cno mooting in Springfield, whoro tho mon docided
to join UL, I don't know whoro thot mooting wos hold, or romcmbor much
cbout it.

"I hevo had tho abovo pazo of statomonts mndo by mo rood to
Tho same aro truo & corroot.

4 ¥
/+/

no by Agent

8pocial Agonts, FB
Springfiolgd, I11."

i
f
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ETERVIEH WITH

15,'1943, with the assistance of his wife as he does not understand the
Inglish language very well, She advised that he has never been arresied.
It is felt he would make a poor witness, He furnished the following

¢ O

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AlL.

5 interviewed at his residence,
i i inois, by Special

gents on September

signed statement,

!n’ripcf‘i@? d. Ill.

Ll 208 iheatliidy =s=s

"

sive the following information to
BB ho have identified themselves as
being Special agents of the F,B.I, I have had elp ne as I

don't understard the “pglish language verv wecll Y have to
say will be the truth 1o the best of my knowledie. I was bom

Z came to U, 8, in & I became a
cCllizer gmmycars ago. JL nave been at line years & am
still there as 2 dizger. In 1932 I just folliowed the rest over to
P.X.&, & I did not care vhat union was there as both were the same

to me and I dié not prefer one over the other. I saw in the paper
that “lshoff bot ¥ine # and I was not interested in it at all then
as 1 didn't care who owned it., I had no complaints against P.M.A,

as far as I was concerned, My wife says that two men came to my
home but I wasn t home & they wanted me to Join up with UMW, so
that Elshoff wotld open up Hirnc A but they never came back to see me.
The men at wine & all talked around that if they wouldn’t join up
with U,¥.4. zlshoff would not open up Mine 4 & I believed it but

not for sure and that was why I later joined U.M.,w, I never went to
any of the meetings at F.M,A, Hall, fedman Hall, blks Club and I
never was told about them & I don't understand good anysay if I did
go. I signed up at the meeting in the U.L.W. Hall, It was the

first meeting of the new VU,M.», local as they had turned over by then
& this was before line » opened, I never votzd & had to siegn up in
order to go back to vork as the local had changed from P.X.A, to U.M.a,
Since U.k,w#, h2s been at }ine 4 things are just the same for me as
they were under Y, M.,A. and it still doesn't mike any difference to

me what local is there. I have had Azent read this two (2)
page statement to me and it is true and correct.

signed (NN

"Witnesses:

Springfield, Il1.
Sept. 15, 1943
- 460 =~
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RE: JOHNW L. LEVIS, ET AL

t §pringfisld, Illincils, on Sceptom-

"TRVIET WITH The following investigrtion vms conducted by
i oot G - g

At his residonee Springfisld, Tilinois,

hronte interviowad )

rested in his lifo. was notol thet he is on intellipgont indivicdual, md
ho readily understocd the questions nnd tnswerod thom rendily and intolli-
fontly. It is felt ho is honost, and ho sppecred to bo cocperetivo, and it
is belicved he woulld moko o vory pool witnuss if his tostimony werc neces-
SETY »

Agents obtained from bin the fullowing sinned stutoment:

Spraiafiield, I11, °*

Sopt. 17, 1943

tve acontified thomsolvos as Specinl Age

the P's Be le No threats or promises have boon made mo to riye this infor-
mation. I quit Mine A in July, 1942 & hed boun there about yeore or Boa
Fresently ItM o & hove boon since Jane. 1943

I was born in vias not at Mine A when it went
Po M, L in 1932 but I wes & nemoer alrendy when I sturted ot Mine 4. It
soemed at first ©o He Ao was a little Detter but ut end were cbout scme &s
T, B, e but still may bc a 1littlc botter. I think I honrd from the men in
1941 thet Elshoff bot Mino /. oand I 2idn't know thon just whet would be ‘tho
result of it. Up tc thon I had been satisficd with T, I, L+ T hoord men-
went cround but no one ceme & eslicd me te join cever or how I folt then.

ml beliove, told me about o mocting that wes tc bo helds I
als0 nearc from the miners that Elsheff mijht tele cosl out from Mine A

thru Mine B & if I renember, it wus clsc montionod ot the mooting. I shink
Htuld us that I never wont to meny mootings. I
L1150 hoord thaot if wo wont over to Ue e e Mino L. would b oponod & I be-

liove scno une told us this toc at the mecting & I think it wus
who spic¢ it & thon I folt thet I hed te join over to U, U. We or I wou
without work. I thinz I ottenced severcl meetinss but I did not go tothe
cne om Sundny nt the Elks Club but I went to g fow beforo then. 7 did ate
tond 6 mectinz on tho 7th floor of the U, M. . Bldge & that woe when I
joinod up. Edumun'scn was not thorc but scmc Roard mombor of U, M. T, wos
thore & weleumod us back intc tho foll & said wo would be trectold very
nicely. e wero tcld we had to bolong to U. M, 7, to work cut thero sc I
had to join up in crdor to work. ALfter this I belleve I wus working al-
roody & hed to go to this Us M. 7. t0 sign up & I think it wae for us who
ha¢ not boon ot the Blks Clube It wus either tc go to wurk under Us Me We

- 461 -

give tho following information to H
nte o

1

>



i
H
E

i)

RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET I;Ll
NTERVIT - T1T or be without ¢ job., I did nct belong to any
cotmittoes & ¢id not go to Edmundscns or
(Cout inuocd Ellshoffs office. It seomcd that nftor U. M,

¥. tcok over tho rumor was the Progressivos

usc? to run the mine but theot the ccmpeny would new run it. Thinrs were
not ss onud under Ul Me We 28 undor P. il L. & they changod 2 lot of smell
things such &6 starting ct 7:15 h. Y. instead of 7:30 A K. I have read
this 2 (twc) pago statement & it is truc & torrect tc the best of my

kn.wlodpee This mokes (3) threc pegos now.

"I am girning this of my osm froc wille.

7
/+/
Spccial Lnent, F. Bs To,

St. raul, I,

/s/
Spccial Agent, Fo Be I. (1ilw.)
Springfield, Ill.
Scpt. 17, 1943.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

, who has a room a%
Springfield, Illinois, wai intem

September 15, 1943 by Special Agents
and HBe advised that he has no criminal record, 1t was
roted that he was rather hard to understand, although he appeared to

wnderstard the questions, It is felt he would make a rath.r poor witness

unless his testimony were absolutely necessary. Agents obtained the
followirg signed Lement which he signed in the presence
of his landlady,

pringfield, .

Sept. 15, 1943

"1 give the following irformation to
, who are known to me to me to be Special
Agent O) U F.b.l, Ko threaws or promises have been made to get me

give this information.

"I haye bean at «ine A as a digger for about yrs. 1 was bomm
I came to U.5, in about 1 became a
citizen abou o in_spring.

"I joined over with P.M,A, when the rest of the men at line 'A!'
did_ it was all the same to me which union they had., At the time P.lLA,
was the uwnion at bine 'A' I liked then, ‘

%I heard that ~lshoff had taken over iine 4 in the papers, from
other miners and I also got a letter from Ryan telling me of it. It .
was all right with me, I ¢id rot care who ran the mine as long as I had
a job., I met some feflows on the street and they told me if we didnt
join up wita U,¥,v, maybe the mire would rot open and Elshoff might take
the coal out through idine B, I dont know who these men werc, there
vere many of them all talking this way. «hen I heard this and that it
didn 't cost anything 4 figured 1 better join the U.K.w, it didn't make
any difference to me one'way or another any way. There were several meet-
ing_ held at this time. 1 went to ore at Redmans Hall and one at the
tlks Club. I know at these mectings we were told that if we wanted '
to have )ine A opened we would have to join U,M,... a5 Elshoff don't
like the frogressives. #t the Elks Club we voted for going over er to U Mew.
it was by standing vote. After the election Fay Edmundson came and gave
1 talk, I dont krow what he §11d other than that U,M,n, was 2 good Uniom.
I voted for Ull¥.w. because 1 wanted to go to work and you couldn't get
a job any place else. I signed up for VY, K.uw, that very same afternoon. 1
was not a member of any committee and 4 did not attend the meetings in
Edrmundsons or blshoffs office after the «lks Club meeting,
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Re: JOMY L, LEwIS, ET AL.

L TEmyTE ‘ "Conditions at Mine A wnder U,M,%W. are the same
as they were wunder P.M.A, as far as I an concerned,

and it is all true and correct so far a
signing it of my own free will

pEC}. _{.,5 i Bl (:hll‘;io)
Sprirngfield, 111,
Sept. 15, 1943"
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REs JOHN L. LETIS, ET L.

ko i ITH The
Speoinl agents

following investipttion o ductod by
'!!!lll'iillll!!l!t¢ﬁ ‘Illiiiiii'll!l!
. ot Springficld incis, on ocptembor 17, 194d. U
& room‘ng house & Springfield, urents

interviewe On September 16, 1945 he wase

contictad 3n the morning end inasmuch us he had to go to work cround
11100 aM. he sugzestod ogents roturn ut 10¢00 aeM. on Boptembor 17,
which they did but egents hud to wnit for him about 10 minutes as he

did not appeur at his room until 10410 a.M. ‘

Bo wos very unoooperaotive und ho wus told ot the stort thut
if he did not wish to tulk to vugents he did not have to but he soid
he wantocd toe. During the intervioy ho aace asked if cgonts wore not
through yot and ho wts ogain told that if he did not wunt to angwor the
gqucstions he should o udvisc ogonts und they would louve but he scid for
agonts to continuce

He donicd thoet he hod bocn oontuetod by wnyono und he is folt
to be withholding inform.tion und it is suggosted that he be oclled
before tho Grand Jury to tsoortuin his full story.

He furnishod the following umsigned statonents,

Springficld, I!!.

Scpte. 17, 1943

° give the follawing information to N
viho have identificd themsclves as Spoeiul Lgents
of Thc FeBele No throuts or promises hive peen rude me to give this

O
informctione I huve beon ut Mine . ubout éyours & I um still therc
& delivor powdor. I drove mules on duy shilt i1l 13 yours fgoe I

was born in In 1932 I wont ovor %o

P.M.:, s the loccl did & 3d not nclp to orguniros I don't oore to

scy if I wishod to go bock to ono union ovor anothor. I rocd in popors
thot RLY sold out Mine is It didn't muke any difforenec to mc te I

have tc moke & living. I novor hoaord thut Mino 4 might bo operuted

thru Minc Be I don't know if Minc a wis shut down in 1641 or not but

I know it wos shut down for 2 sumiorss I don't euro to answor if I heard
thot ELSHOFF would oporato it omly us VU.ils'7, minoe 411 I dmow is whot

I road 4n the puperse 1 did mot go %o any mootings us I think I wont

¢n nights thon & did not go out to meoting vt Elks Club. 41l 1 kmow
sbhout 4t is fram the puperse I was not on any oonnittoos thon - thoy

arc no go.d for anyonce I hod mo oompluint ot oll aglinst PMae I won's
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RE‘ JOHN Lo LEW_I'S, ET .ILL-

enswor if I hoave uny proferonce for ono over
uncthere I signod up ot Mine a with tho U.Mdle
No cne hos talked to me abuut this investigution
& it is truc to tho best of my kmowlodgos

!pecial ug;cn!, !.B.I .

St. Poul, Minn.

P
Speeinl igent FBI (Hilw.)

Bpringficld, Ille

Scpte 17, 1948."°
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RE: JOHN L. LBE.I5, ET AL

TEoviEd (VITH following investigetion wes conducted by Bpecirl Agents
et Bpringfield, Ill-
inois, on ceptember 16, 19433
_ A%t his residencqfringﬂeld, Illinois, Agents
interviewed [JIIIR:- tre zpcsence of end he advised he never

has been arrested in his 1ife. {23 2one difficulty in understanding
the guestions esked ee he is rather illiterste and he had emme difficulty in
expressing himself, It is felt that he would make & poor witness unless his

testinony is necessery.

Agents obtained from hin the following signed statements

»
Seringfield, Ill.
Bept. 16, 1943,

"1 _ give the following information toq
who have identified themselves as Bpecinl Agents of the r.b.l.

No threets or promises have been made to me to give this statement,

"I was born in & I come to U. B, in-&.
becnne & citizen obou at Bpringfield, I1l. I have been at Mine
A as e digger for sbou vears & am still there. I joined over to F.lM.h.

in 1932 &s g1l others did. I like both unions os they don't mnke ony dif-
ference to me at =11. I recd in papers that Elshoff bot Mine 4 & people

also triked chout it. I didn't think it would make any difference to me who
owned it or whot union I belonged to. I liked P.M.i. while at Mine A& & they
were elright to me. No one & csked me obout joining over to Uudd-ie in 1941,

I don'% remember of he-ring thet Elshoff might teke conl out of Mine 4 thru
Mine B. Everyone wra tclking thnt Elshoff would open line A es UM%

felt & believed that way & thon figured I would be out of a job meybe too es
jobs were herd to get. I henrd they hed some meetings but I don't understand
what they say so I never went tc many meetings. 1 don't know or remember if
I wes at Redman's Ho1l but I think I wos at Elx‘'s Club neeting on s Bunday
when the men stood up & voted. I don't know what they said. We ell signed
up to go back to U.M«we then., I signed up with U.M.%, in order to heve a Job.
Everyone wns snying if we dic not eign up we would have no job end I have a
lerge fenily so had to have a job, I did not beleng to amy Cormittee. 1
don't know what elae wes seid et the meeting & I went right back home after
the meeting. I find no difference in iﬁe union from enother & we have to work

under both of thew. I hrve had sg read to me this two (2) page state-

ment & it is true & correct to the best of my knowledge end I heve eigned this -

of my own free will,"
/-/

MaBoI.' 8t. &ul, Minn.
pacle agen oBoio (Mil'l.)' - 48? -
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Re:  JOHN L. LHSIS, ET AL.

mm resides at?
Springfield, 018, Was interviewed at

Springfield Office by Special Ag
on September 8, 1943. W
He is a naturalize rican

vas somevhat reluctant to give irformation,

and

was born In

citizen.
statine thn‘!’ he 18 noT

Wl de by ol e Ay s Asw

pembers of both Ui/ J E'A. It appearca as !ﬂo@ this factor might
be influencing lis statement, in view of the fact that he could recall
vei little specific information, Other than his poor mamory,

would be a good witness due to his appearance and ability to
express hinself, He furnished infomation as set forth in the following

signcd statement,
n8pringfield, 111
Scotember 8, 1943.

Wy nane is noke the folloving statement
to Zna vho have i{dentified
themsclves to me to be S5pe POy e) ¢ ¢ Federal Bureau of

Investigation., No promiscs, threats, or consideration of any kind

has been made to me to makc this statement, I am willing, if neces-
sary, to go to court, and rcpeat any part of this statemont.

¥In 1941, Minc A closed on the last day of March. This was the
usual custom of this mine vhen it was opcrated by William Kyan. I
went int I ¥as busy
and idid (ccp poste : ere ;o 1 went
to the mectings, and did whatever activity vas nocassary.

aper that Elshoff had

"One day aftcr an amowncencnt in the
and ran

urchaszd Fran's intercst in lidne &
p

Union mecting ot MKednan's hall, I asked then vhat the meeting why
goting to bc hcld at Rednan's hall vhen the Progressives had a hall

of "their ovn., Thoy told me thZt they could not get any justice at the
Progressives, Beforc that I had heard runors anong the men that Elshoff
and YMine B was driving an entry from Mine B into line i, and ¥ore going
. to opeate ifinc 4 from Mine B. The nen vho vere vorking in Mine B used

! : to coric out ancd tcll us about thot. T asked these men why they were

i going to have a meeting, and vwhethor they wanted to go out of the
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Re: JOHN L, LB:IS, ET AL,

INTERIEC TTH Progressives, Thqy said no, that thoy Just wantod to
find out about their jobs at'Mine k.

Continucd)

"L do not rccall exacly vhat happened at the first riocting we hold
after that, It was held at The Progressive Hall, I do not think thet a
pmeating was held at Redmen's hall, I knovw that and these others,
and other men talked at the nceting about the entry being driven from
ire B into ldnc A, and thc possibility of nining Mine A from mine B .
They said than that they did not thank that we would be able toc get our
jobs back becausz of tat, Thoy said thot they thought that if we joined
the United iinc T.orkers, that !'inc 4 vwould be respencd and not be mined
through 4ne B. I do not rceall that thoy quoted anyonc as having said
that, but that was the general concensus of opinion, Tt was cormon
knwledge that the entry vas being driven fron B to ... At that neeting
a comittee vas eleeted to go to sec Elshoff and find out vhat was going
to happoen to Mine 4, I do not recall who was on that conmittec., I know I
vas elected to the ewrmittec. It vas to neet at the union hall at 10AM
on one day, and ¥o vore to all go out together. Whon I got to the hall,

tro of cormittee had already gone out, because they thought that the WS
vas going to koep then froa going at 10, a P& board
rerber, but not a nenber of local #51 went, and soneonc « 1 do not

racell vho that was, I do not know what results they had in their confercnce
vith Elshoff, I do not think they saw Fshoff, but did sec Falcetti, I
d> not recall vhat Falceotti told thou.

"3y the next meting,m}md talked to all
of the nen. Thoy all thought that they vould not et their jobs. back,

and their was a lot of trouble keeping order at the necting.

n;i11 of the uen scened all sct to o over and join the UE. then.
4+ do not think that there verc nore than azbout 30 of us who were not,
There was no violence at that meeting, but there vias a 1ot of confusion.,
I do not recall the details, I do not think anything elsc happened
until the meeting of the nen at the K of ¢ hall, I did not go to that
neeting, because I kner it vias to join the M4, and T had said that I
viould never join the W,

"T had intended to 7o back to work at liine A vhoen it reopened,
Thon the local went Uy, I would not

go back, becausc nov tha could not vork uwnder thosc conditions,
I had heard absut vhat had happoned at Mine B end how the conmpany had
favored Wf ncnbers, and knew that T vould not be able to get & good romn,
track, ete., if I vent to vork at Mine A wnder the sane company, so I
did not go back., I thouzbt ry rights hoad been vinlated, and taking away
nyr right to work ot Idnc L under the conditions that I could work thare,
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Fe: JOHN L. LI IS, ET AL.

Before Elshoff bought Hine A therc was no dis-
scnsion as far as I knov about the union, and there
was no cctivity to join any other unions It was the
, story that was passed around about the eniry being
¢raven o= ldne B ints Mne A, end the operation fron B, and thoe story that
if tiey joined the MY ¥Inc A would be reopened, that caused the men to
change,

"] hzve read the above statenent on this pape and tvo other pages.

It is all truz and accurate,
/s/ Ay

/5/ SR ¥ ;1.
OO ;:cia1 ignt P51
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Rc: JOEN L. LETIS, ET AL o I
¥
Lo n I IITH The folloming inyggtigation was conducted by
AR soccic! Aot M W b
-at Springfield, Illincis, on September 18,
1943, '
A b L2 e e d Do *
AT his residence Springfield, Illincis,
agents intervicwed madnsed he has no criminal
record. It was noto € 15 rather illiterate and it is felt he would make

a poor witness unless his testimony is necessary.

Agents obtained from him the following statement which he signed
with an "X":

Sprinzfield, Ill.
Sept. 18, 1943.

"y

e Amaaloan +a ne

L0 S —

Srecicl Azents of the FBI. Yo thrcats or force a5 bean used to get me to
give this information. I was born in Lithuania
now & I camz to U, §. in mc;camc o citizen t Springfield, Iil.

I have been at ¥ine L since . am still therc as a digger. I went to
F,'.4. in 1632 as vhole local went over then. T read in the papor that
Fishoff bot Minec & & nobody felt sood then and we anll were scared & felt
ve would have ne jobs. Yo one came % saw me about going over to U.M.W.

I hcard that Elshoff might toke coal from M'inc A thru Mine B & that they
would comncet the two mincs % if wo wanted to work wo would leave to join
U.'. . & 1 think it 38 just a scare thon & I was scared too as 1 had not
viorked for = long time, Ecard this from thc miners, 1 also heard from
other miners that Llshoff would only open Mine & as U.M.7. & I nlso heard
this st som: mooting I think and I folt I would bo out of & job. I never
wznt to any of the mectings at Rodman's but did go to meeting at Elks Club.
There they said l'ine 4 would be rcopened if we went back to UM, I hoard
about the meeting from a couple of other miners on a Sunday. H
was in charge of the mocting. ‘e all stood up & voted & I dic because &

the others did and I felt if it was good enough for the others it was good
enough for me. I nevcr belonged to any committees. 7o all signed up on

some blank at the Dlk's Club., I went direttly home from thcre. Sincs

U.M.. have becen at Yine there is no difference ~ same as before under P.M.A.
& I had no complaints ezainet P.¥.A, while they wore thore. I have had

¢ following information
3 .'-,.I )
wid WIGIUR T L Vo O \JU I-II-U N
£

N n L e,
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Re: JOEN L, LEWIS, ET AL

WwrERY It o

(continucd

LT 4.5 118 -

"X X

writnesses

pccie
St. Feul, Ninn,

"Soringficld, Ill.
Sert. 18, 1543"

Agent cad to me this two (2) page
gtatement % it is true & correcct to the
best of my recolloction. 1 have signed
this of my own free will.

o mark of
made in the

roscnce of
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Re: JOHN L, LEwIS, ET AL.

INTZEVIEN WITH w25 _interviewed by Special Agents
nt QR G T1iris -

on Scptembor 14, 1943, He was very cooperative
and scemed to be above the average in intelligence, although his infore
mation whe very lirdted. He would be 2 good withess insofar as his

statements made in the folloving signed statement are concorned.

"Se 14, 1943
I11.
_m:: th: following veluntary statement
toP Speeial agents of the Federal Bureau
of Inveistigsition, No threcats or promises have been made to induce

r< to make any statement. '

"] vas bernoon ir I1lirois and prese -
I am pregently employed a
I first stortcd working inhand Joined the Ukii at

that time, 1 started working at Hine A in 1939 and was there until
the first of 19432, I vas working at Paniher Creek in 1932 when
the state went progressive so I just sizned up vith progressive, I
didn 't have anything to do with the start of progressive,

“Everything was going along fine at iine A when Elshoff
boupht the mire from Eyan. I got 2 lotter from Ryan telling re
he had sold the nine & at first I thought nothirg abeut it, I
believe this was in the early 211 of 1941, I know that the pro=-
gressive union held somc meetings after the sale was announced, but
I didn't 2ttend any of the meetings, T was living in Auburn at
thit time and that's une of the reasons why I didn't go to any of
the oeetings.

.11 I krow is that the pajority of men in progressive had
signed up with Unitid at 2 mectinz 2t the Elks., It wes some time
aft.r this that I heard the ren had all gone United & that if 1
wanted to work I had to sign up. I had hearc that Elshoff had mde
the remark that if the nine hadn't gone United, the mine wowldn't
have opcned, but 1 d rot have any vther information about this. I
went down to the United Hall and sizned up just before the ridne
opened in the f£3ll, I wos not forced to sign up & nubody ever
threotored ze to sign.

[ do not know any of the details of any of the mectings held
by progressive in the fall of 1941 and joined United bzcause 1
wanted to be sure of a job. )
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Re: JOWN 1, 1EwIS, rT AL.

T o1TH "I have read over this staterent of 2 pages
and I wish to state it is true to the best of

Ly menory.
s~/ S

(Continued

“aithecoses:

Spceial agunts, F.B.I.,
U.5. pept. of Justice™
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Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INPERVIET WITH

Speciel Agents
at his residence, Springfield,
Illinois, on Scptember 18, 1943, He appeared recluctant to answer any
guestions, advising that he had no information. Eowever, he asgreed to
furnish & statcment whigh is set forth below.

"Springfield, Iliinois
September 18, 1943

"1 make the following voluntary statement to
an hom I know $o be Special Agents of the
Federal Burcau of Investigation, U. S. Departmeat of Justice,

"1 was born in enterzd the United

anc¢ cbtalred my citizenship through my father.-
who was naturalized in the State of Pennsylvenia, City and date

Stetes in

|

not known.

"1 am presently employcd at Mine A. I started working in this mire
about three or four months beforz Elshoff bought it in 1941 and have worked
there since that time, Then I startcd working there I was a member of the
Progressive Nine workers of Americe which will be reforred to as the UMK,

I joined with tho majority.

"7 did not noticc any change in working conditions under Elshoff,
I did not care which unien I joined, Both were the same to me. Mr. Ryon
sent me a letter and said the mine had been sold to Elshoff, I would Just
as soon work under Elshoff &8s Ryan.

"] attended nonc of thc mectings during the period the PMA members
vere trying to decide whother to stay in tho union or join the UMW,

"I am ¢ digger at Mine 4 now. 1 know nothing sbout the union
troubles at the minc during tho time of the chonge of operators and change
of unions.

"I rceall now that I went to the meeting of the FIA at the Elks
Clud in September, 1941, Ray Udmonson of the UMA said that if we wanted
to join the UM, the minc would opcn soon, but if we did not, maybe the mine
would not open, So we all joined the MI:. I think I saw Edmonson at the
mscting from the tim: it started. I nover saw Edmonson beforc that time
and I do not know if I would rccognize him now IT 1 séw him. I was not
on any committec., I never heard Llshoff would try to operate Mine A through
mine B, but 1 did hear minors say Elshoff would not open the minc unless

f the men joined the UM,
{ (signed)

% i Y : )
; , (signed), Special Agent, F.B.I,
(siened) Special Agent F,B.I."
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Res JOEN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Springfiold,
I1linois, wes Jointly interviowod at his residonoo ?
Crmtambhor 18 1042 by Snmaeinl Aonnts

et s~ ST TV Ty FpYY STS SRR T e ee——
i reacntly employod ot Mino A ms &
ondily

s fovored tho Uilt. ccnnotl read the
_oad him the following state-

"Springfiold, Illinois
Septomber 16, 1943

FTERV IR ITH

ond
dig-er, ond

apguored qucstions, but alwy
Erglicsh lanpucge, therofore,
mcnt which ho oxcouteds

noke the following voluntery etatomont to
tné vhom I know to bo Spscial Agonte of
thce Fedorol Buroou of Inveetipntion, Us 5. Department of Justioo.

®I vwze born in — ontecrod the Unitod
1= (N

States in -_,rd wre neturalized at Springficld, Ill.

"1

*Iom proeontly c:mploycA ot Yino 4 oE @ diggcr. I stoertod
workingz ot Ilinc A cbout 1335 and huvo worked there gineo that bimoc.

"1 sav o notice in tho ncwepopere ir. 1941 that Elshoff hnd

— ==l b e

bousht {'ino 4 from kr, Ryer. It mode no édifferonec to me Wnothar
Ryan opcratod the minc or Eleghoff.

“The workiny oconditione ot line A woro just es pood undor
thc Progrossive Ming Yorkere of imoriec, which will be rcforred to

hercincfter ce the Pn.;, o they aro now unc’cr tho TEY and no botter.
*Xo onc cvor tclked to mc cbout ry joining tho Uls.

" hon Elshoff bought Iinc 4 the nmix rs wore ecying that he would
operato Liinc A through ine Be I 2i¢ not kpow whothor Elshoff woulc do
this or rot. It eocmed like the pincrs thought he would, I thought that
einoc the M7 hod the barpeining righte ot Mine B, the mino 4 minors

would have to join T if thoet nine was going to ~ operatc through IMine B.
I joinc? tho T in 1941 bcoauso cveryonc olso Alds It diZ not noko any
éifferenos to ne., 1 just wemted to keop my job an? tho roason I joincd
tho U:77 wae boezuge I vented to continue working and cveryoro clsa was

ceirnp over to thot union.
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Reas JOHM L. LEVIS, ET &L

IITERVIE. WITH "I nttendof ot lcost onc of tho P moctings ot the

H Pll. H21l when Elshoff bourht $ho nino.  Tho Prosidont
continued of tho Locel Fiui, , prcsidod
over the noeting. hcard cbhout this mooting from

th~ —inerc. 1 20 not reaccber what the Prosicont scic. The idon of tho
rcoting wos to find out if Elshoff would rooognito tho PIL ot IHinc he

"Tho PIi. Pit Cormittco was suppored to go to Elghoff to soo if
hc ~rould rceognize the Flli. 4ll throc of the nombers of this carudttoo
rcfused to 4o this, They éi? not want to hove ony recting with Elshoff,

®Tho mircres thien olcetod o six ron eormittec to go to Elshoff,
This co-—ittec vert “omstoirs in tho P Hall end triod 4o got Elshoff
ou the tolephoncs I do not remerbor if they toalkod to him or note

verce gocre of the mirncre on this comittoc.

* to21" mc that ni-ht thet whon he wont into ¢ room
ot the FI. H11l to ues tho tclophono,— o P renber,

etoppe? him in the hrllvey and wanted €35 telk to hir. t0ld hin
tc writ until he har finishos tilking on the te

5 ne lophoncs ' hon~
lcft the tclephene ond eano bzek in the htllwey and sone
rorc mcn vere weiting for him ond - pushod arounce I do

ot koo vhy.

en® ssmo of the other corrittocrion who were supposcd
to ecll Elehoff were hit =n® beoten up when they come from the tclophonce
I 244 not soc thie rysclf. I only hozrd cbout this. I Co not know why
thic happorocd. Only tuo rierbere of this cormittoo como boek to tho ~ccting,.
Thooo six cormitteomen hod voluntcoroe? to tclk to Elshoff. ” 2id not
tcll mc whether any of the comittoc hed bocn oble to get EIgholf on the
tolephono or whot wos sai? Af he 4id. At this rcoting, the socrotory of
the Fluw come drte the mootins and gaid that overyone whe woe poing back
to the U217 was o scab etnd tol” then to “rot the hell out of horc.™
I unferstood this to rican to ot out of tho PMi Hall. Everyono kopt
quict. The scorctary hod & bunch of ren with hirn, Ho comc into the
mectin: just eftor the firht downstoelire in the Hall.

*] attendold tho ncetir; at the Redrants Belle & nan nomod
wes in ochorpe of tho meotings Tho ninors all said thoy wanted %o
oin the Uil Tho i“ca of hevine tho rneeting at Redmocn's Hall wes to
cot torother ond leove the Fu unione 4s feros 1 ¥rnom, thoro were no
WY ron ot this mecting. startcd the mouting ot Redran'e Hnll.
wag not ot™eNc Kedman'es Hell rnoecting, noithor was
phonctic). Thc six ocormittcoren reforrod to abowo
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Res JORF L. LETIS, ET .1

wero ot the RoAnon's B:ll reotinr. It lookod like
0ll of thc minere who vented to join tho UMY wont

to the Rern's Bell nooting.

IITZPVIT: VITH

continued)
®I stteriu? the ‘Elks Club ncstins, By thot tizc neet of tho

mirors Rzl foei’od to dein tho TR, *aet nore not rosalled)
o nsticn €2 heve the proup

vizs in charpo cof thie ecting, He noZce

of mirors ot ths reoting jeiz the Ui, I 20 not renerbor if cnyonc
esllo? Eiorsor of the Uli., but he ecme . tho roctin: whor 1t wes
neorly over.

“i -235 o 1ittls spocsh an? scid he wur o124 gverysne wanted
te come bick te the L. I ¢i2 rot scc Blehsff or Falcotti ot ony
=f thesy mectinre o’ zmever heor” they vorc thorcs 1 ecw no UM mon
ot those —cetir s,

Weasone 1oecdi? Uino a ould open right owoy.

et

®1 oe wot o2 orny covmittocs ot thoeo mectinrs.
“I thiak werkin® emfitions ot Hine & cro better now than thoy

srero w‘er the Piil.

T 4. n.t resd Eb lish sc I hove h:@n
rou? thies stotorcat to mc which coreilste of four ond
* it ie truce

oG QUOrtLr DLUcE an’

Special Agent F.P.I."
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JOEX L. LB IS, ET AL

Y 27 WITE The following investigetion wes conducted by Special
T e co R -+

Springfield, Illinois on September 10, 1943.

At the reeidence of m
Srringfield, Illinoie, Agents interviewed him end he advise ever

hes been erreeted in his life.

anpeared to be & very 1‘ n!elll‘genl ln!lv|1!ua|l|!!s| ) won!arful voioce

and reedily furpished all irformetion he possesszed concerning iine A.
It is felt that he would neke & very good witness if his testimony
is necessary.

lLgonts obtcined from him the following signed statement:

!pringfield, Ill.

Sept. 10, 1945

"] give the following statercut to (NN

who zro knovm to mo to be Specinl iagents

of FBI. No throsts or prarises have begn made me to prooure this
staterent and I give it of rir oun free will, I wce born in-

— I joined the T,IL", in nbout -'w‘non it was 1I1rEC

orieds 1 ho Union under Harrington. “

e o o T
ebout the time it wos opened I worked there for the last .yonrc up
until ebout §g years ago.

==

*In 1932 when there was & eplit eand the P.l.h. was formed I
did 211 I eould to get tho men to breok away from U.lL™. end join
P.liene I mttondod somes moeting of PeilAs, fram 1932 o 1941 but I was
not so ective as I should, The union at thot time woe o nwinors union
and the winere wore satisfied with its It woe the genoral noliey for
ine A to shut dowm oecch spring end €0 roopen esch fall. Friop to
1941 I knew of no movement to retura to U.lLi. or of any group that
warnted such & change. 4 fellow named SN -3 cre T believe named
Cudge Brungarner of Lnx-son, omw to me GPOUL 2 or S weeks before the
si7itoh bock o« ULLLW. ond told ms that if we would ehonge buok to U.lLY,
thet mine would open. ,Boungarner told me thet Falsetti had told him
thet if we would go over to U.l,7s the mine would reopen et onces They
did not tell me that if we didnft return to the T.}.T. lJine 4 would be
operatod through Iine B but I heard conversation to thet effect. After
they told me this Baumgarner euggested we tried to got up & meeting.
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JOH L. LEV'IS, ET &L

wrvie vITE SR -: 1 vent around and oontacted
all the men we:knew and got up & meeting, this was
ccntirued held I believe at P.l.A. Hall, I did not get to

this meeting it broke up in an ergument before I
got there. The officers of local 51 P.li.A. had heard of it and broke

it up belfore I pot there, the progressives never interfered with any
‘meeting ﬁ After this contacted me
again and vie orgenired another meeting thie wes upstalire on

lionrce St. in some hall. Thie meeting went off gquietly but we did not
heve enough there to decide enything all the men there were from iline Ae
Ednundson did not atiend any of these meetings and neither Baumgarner
or nede eny talke, they were both very poor at this. No one else
eontected me from U,}.T. and I never sew Fdmundson until we called him
in to orgconize ue after the meeting at the Elks Club. After the second
meeting we orpanirzed a big meeting which we held at the Elks Club, this
vics the meeting at which the men voted to join U.ILW. I think ths men
voted to change back to the U.ilLV,, because they were afraid that iiine A
would be kept closed and coal removed from it through line Be I know-
I tolc them this, it wos whet I had heard and believed, 1 think SBeum=-
gerner was the one who told me. I think were
eincere in whet they had tolcd me and were on r'irng to keep their job.
I ¢ont think this goee back emr farther thnnhand
myeelf. I dont believe thut Falrsetti, Elshoff or John Levie hed eny-
thing to do with it, I tried to influence the men to go beok to
U.:.me beccuse I ¢id not wvent to res whet hed ha-pensd ct i'ine B happen
at ¥ine &, 1 didn't vent to see eny thirgs brought in end eny men
beat. I told the men thie in a telk I gcve to them, I dont believe
the sime thing hoprene@ here ce heppened et line “B®, I think it was
Jugt the vy things turned out. I worked as hord ae enyone to get them.
to return, I never got one cent for this.

“We went around and got zll the men to come to the meeting et
the Elke, I wug in bed but I went down vie elected officers
tnd everthing right st thet reeting. e meeting we took e standing
vote &ll pll were in fovor but one, I had told the men we were there
to vote on whether or not we were toc return to U,lLY., I hurried thie
through beccuee I hecrd Keck, Frer. of F.ll.A. hod & oouple of men there
to rlace € motion to poetpone uction and I wanted to hecd them off.
After the vote we elected officere cnd then a men said thzt Edmundeon
vee ready to eveer us in to U.is'. 1 appointed he and snother fellow
to go gt Ednunceon end they vere there in cbout & minutes. After he
got there Ednundeon gave & ehort talk he ecid very little. There were
e oounle of fellove running to Edmundeon end keeping him cdvieed, but

I don't think that even they viere paid enything as they were clways .

the onee to rupgeet peecsing the het for & eollection to poy rent on
the hcll and if they hcd been —cid they would probecbly hove poid esuch
expenees themeelvees, Two or thres of the F.i%.A. looal 61 officers went
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JOHN L, LEFIS, ET AL

INTFRVIFY WITE over as officers in ths nevly formed U.MuW. looal,
After the meeting Edmundson eaid he would arrange for
Elchoff to meet with the officsrs as soon as he sould,
they met thet night but I 4%d not go with them

neither ¢i34 I go to the Lelrnd Eotel thet night. This meswing wee on
Supda &1d I o-lieve the mine oponed the folowing tresday. I warked
“her quit because I wee sick. Thore was pothing that happened
et eny tire tihat meds me suspiolious of events thet toock place 1in regarde
to thie ewitch-over. I did not st the time know where Elshoff got the
roney to purchese Kine A.

ocoontinued

*I have had hgent S re-é ti:e 6 pege stotement to me end
it is €11 true end corrsct and ae I vold it to the Agents.

*I vant to ccrrect thie statement to edd thet Edmundson was
brought to the meeting right efter the vote wus taken and before the
officers were elected, ce scvon as he come in I told him that before we
went any further I viiited to nsk him ¢ few cuestions, I amsked him if
he oould geuramtee that he could get Yine “A" eterted. Be said, "Tes
Sir, if they dont etort Yine A" I'1l shut down lline *B%, Nothing
elee homnened thet woer of interest except thet Edmundeon and e couple
of other big fellows he had with him were there during the elsotion
of ofiicere.

*sgont QR hae recd 211 of this to me including the sdditiom
cnd it is sl)l correct and es I told it to Agonte. It consiste in all
of soven pegos. I am signing thie of ry ovm free will

/</ S

“Sjpec. Agt. FeBels (i’ilw)
Sveciel Agent, F.B.I.,

St.Paul, I'inn.
S-ringfield, I1l
Sent. 10, 1943"
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

— Illinois, was intervicwed at
his rusidence on Sei ember il iiii b"| Sicial agents

is employed
as a dizger by the I1linois. Ha

sveaks 203 wndcrstands Enslish well, but he g not very irtoliigent
and woul, p-t pake a satisfactory witness. [ ras bornF
“ and stated he has ncver been arrested.
S i shed the following eigned statement:

111,
Sept. 1‘4] 19&3

"I, k - ollosring -
voluntary statoment to whom I
know to be Special apznts of the Feder: gation. I

AT was born gn I am presently
emplcyed as a2 digeer at the I11, I first
started working in coal mines vhen & , 111. I joined
the United Mine Workers of americz Union in n I first started
to work at the Xinz "A" in Springficld in about 1936. I was then a
member of the Progressive Line Worlurs of america Union. I had join_
Pi% 4n 1932 because the whole local wont FXL from UMG. 1 did not work
in the nmincs from 1932 to 1936, .

"I liked the PHa and v=s satisfied with it. I thought it
wag an honest union.

"Ia the fall of 1941 I read and heard that Elshoff bought
ine "a" from Bvan. The fellows from P, who_I talked to felt that
Elshoff would not operate Minc ™." exccpt under Uifi. Bicause of the
troublz there had been at Mine "2, I felt we would have to jJoin
i if we wanted to work at MHine "4", I ncver heard enything about
anyone saying that the company w~uld opsratc ¥ine ™AM thru iinc "B".
I heard the Pl men say if wo did not join UIST we would not get our
jobs back and I did not wont to be out of a job.

"No one from ULl’ tricd to get me to Join U, a2nd n> one
frca the company told me 1 would have to jJoin UL to work at Mine "A",
I didn't know there werce ~ny union meztings after tho minc was bought
by Elshoff until I read in the pipir that there was going to be a
mceting at the Elks Club in Springlicld on a Sunday.

_ was in charge of this meeting. 4ll the men’
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

TNTERV TEW WITH were talking that if we did not change to UMK we
would not get tc work, We voted then to go UMW.
cont inued No one forced or threatened us, or me, in any way,
and no one fram the company or no one from UK/ talked
to us 22¢ nz one told us w2 had to join UMY, I voted to ro over to
. afier the vote Edmundson came and talked to us, but I do not
remenber what he said. I went right home after the meeting. I signed
for UMK right after the election.

o me whether I was PMi or

(5

UMY, T just wanted to do what most of the mezn in the local wanted to
do. I did not want ary trouble ard I thcught the best thing to do to
avoid troubls was to do what the majcrity did, which was to go over to
UMK, I was satisfied working under UM{J at Kine "A%,

"E didn't make any difference

"] quit working at Mine MA" in the fall of 1942 because the
mine is too for away & I wanted to work closer to home. I jJoined PMA
in Sept. of 1942 so I could work at It makes no

ent of three nages

R ;
AP swmonre 1A wme -';hat uﬂion I Lelgn? LD, Paly

Uillud Clilo

U/ LT 4
has been rzad to m¢ and it is truc and corr

knowledge.
(s12nc0 ) (N
Snecial agent, F.B.I.

)tlcial A{’Gnt - FnBoIc“

]
v

is statem
et to the best of my

h
}
2

Witnessed: —
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RE: JOEN L. LEVIS, ET AL

ERVIEW W TH s jointly interviewed by SBpecial Agents 8
b at his residence*
pringfield, jnois. Ho appeared w
ing to fully answer the guestions put to him, but his age and lack of inter-
t in the affairs of the unions involved in this matter preveated the taking

Caads L wa  weals P28 LR E ]

of a complote statement including the pertinent facte involved. Ee would not
meke an accepieble witness for these reasons.

—i‘urniahed the following signed statement:

"Springfield, Illinois
Septamber 15, 1943

nr

i
=
ot
s}

wine moluntarv mtatem

Tl T emaa Wl -

t 1o S
whom I know to be Ececial Agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigetion, U. 8. Department of Justice. '

"I was borp in_ entered 4he United States
i and wes naturalized at Sprincfield, Illincis oq I
and 1iving ;g 5o i-cficlc, 111-

Le fol

incis.
"The first mine union I joined wes the United Mine Workers of Amer-
fce which will be referred to hereinafter as the Uk, I foined this= union st

the Jefferson Mine, bpringfield, Ill. in

Ileg
1 154)

torted working et ¥ine A ebout MM I worked there contin-
uously unti .

"It made no difference to me whether I worked under the Progressive
M¥ine Workers of America which will be referred to hereinafter as the PMA or
e emmm ca? m o

the Uiii. It was 81l right as far as I am concerned when the FiA organmized
at Mine A and the Uif7 lost their bargeining rights in 1932,

M1 jeft the mine about six weeks after Elshoff leased the mine and
took Mr. Ryan's place as operator, :

"] saw a notice in the newspaper that Elshoff was the new operator
at Mine A,

®I did not attend many FPMA or UM{ meetings. I did not attend any
meetings in the Fall of 1941 when the question arcse a8 to whether the mine
would be operated under the PMA or UMV with Elshoff as the operator,

"I have never held = unicn office end in the last few years I have
had ne interest in mine unions. I wae a coal digger in Mine A. I always
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERIESY WITH voted with the majority, and whan Elshoff took charge of
the mine in the Fall of 1941 I joined the UMA. Ko one
continued spoke to me to get me to join, but out at the mine I heard

‘ ) the miners say they were Joining the UMN, so I did too, in
order to keep my Jjob.

"I stopped 'woricing at Mine A because of my health and age. I liked
the ULV and the FPMA, I do not favor either one over the other.

"I never heard that Elshoff would fevwr the UMY over the FMA. 1 do
not know of any telk emong the miners that they would have to join UMY be-
cause of Elshoff. All I know was thet the men seemed to want to change over
to the Un, so 1 d4id,

"I attended none of the PMA meetinzs et the FMA Hell or the meet-
ings at the Redman' H211 or Eiks Club, Springfield, Illinois "

® TR

pecial Agent F.B.I."

- 4Bb -



s interviewed on September 14,‘
Illinois cial Agents

INTERVIEN #ITH

friendly and cooperative and would make a satisfactory witness tr testify
to those matters set forth in the following statement which he executed.

ni.
Sept_ 14, 1943

"1 ke the following voluntary state-
ment to Special Agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation., No threats ¢ promises have been made to
induce me to make any statement.

ear
Skl

as my address, 2 practicall
all my life anc first joired the U.M.a, in abou& I have never
2ld a ion office in any union., I am presertily employed at the
“ in Sprirzfield, I started working at Mine A
in 1939 ard left the rmine in June of 1943.

"I was & mermber of progressive when I went to iine & and as

far as I'm corcerned all the unions are ali e, 1 dor't know of
any cdifference betweern U L.a. and progressiv

L P e A= P L S22 e VR =

+Vvr 1ave
ud-

"l remember that 1 got a letter from Ryan saying that be had
sold kine A to Elshoff. I thought at first that £lshoff would shut
down Mine & and just operate B, I thouzht I would be out of a job
and I krow a lot of the men felt that way, I know that Progressive
had several meetings in Sprinpfield after the mine was sold, but
I never atterded any of those reetlrgs except the meeting at the Elks
Club. I lived in livernor and didn't have much chance to go to
meetings.

"At the meet:rg at the rlks Club we were led to believe that
if the mine wasn't operated by men inthe ULJ the progressive men
wouldn 't be able to work dine &4, I had heard before the meeting
that there was a rumor to the effect that Mine Ayas going to be
operated through aine B, I had also heard that M¥ike B might be
operated through iine 4, It was at this meeting that all our men
- voted by a standirg vote to go over to United. I gugss all the men
I felt they would join whichever union eperated the mine. 1 recall

: that Ldmondson talked to us at that time after we hal§ voted. He
‘ was called to the hall vhen the men asked for some assurance that
: the mine would operate if they all sizned with U.ILL%,
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Re: JOHS L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEY #ITH "Edmondson came to the hall & told us that if
all the men went united he would get in contact
ontinued with Elshoff and felt that the mine would open.

As I recall it now we all filed up in front
after Ldmondson'’s talk anc signed Bome papers for Urited., I signed at
that tirme be.anse I felt the mine wouldn't operate unless the men joined
united. I think that 1 felt at the time that because ~lshoff had bought
the mine there was a great possibility of the mire beines operated by the
U,icow, I don't believe I would have felt so sure of that fact if a
stranger had bought the mine.

"] have read over this statement of three pares and wisﬁ to
state it is true to the best of my memory.

s/

"sitnesses

/s/ (N
Special Agents, FBI
U. S, lept, of Justice"
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Ro: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET 4l

INTERVIT. VIT

by Specinl Lr-onts
t his rosidencs,
Springficld, Illincis on Suptembor 16, 1943. Io appoarod willing %o
answer tlo gueostions put 4o him but took tho attitudo of a snart-slock.
Hie cppucronen is foir, and ho is alord, Lowovor, ho did not attond any
of tho portinont nootinrs and thougch ho furnishod the following statoront,
ho ponoreclly hed no inforuetion to offor. Ho doclinod to affix his
sirnature to the etotanont, which hcs boon proporly witnossod by tho
intorviowins opomtes

"cpringflold Illiroie

[ T IR T, in 1T0AT
QU DL UL oor 10, 4719

YI pako the folleowing woluntary stato-
mont to whonn I know to bo Spocial
Aronts o ¢ Fodoral Burocu of Investiration, U. S. Doportnont of

Justicos
1 e bm—
Eroscntl; cnplcyod in lino A s 0 ‘mpnny pon, and livo ot
C‘-—.—-lrrr-'P\ 1A T114m heoewn hann el mrad ﬂ+ A A
eliy Aassall Se Gl VO P00 TTpalyll v 4l

Sll nes chout h

“The first nirc union I evor joinod was tho Unitoed lino Yiorkers
of &norica, which will horcinofter bo roforrod to as the Ui I joinod

this unicn cbout !t tho qurianiold I11. I novor
hove held a position in o union. I startod Yo work at Kino A undor

the Mi's I de¢ nct rauombor what job I had at the nine ot that tine,.

Ly Ar e AL mmnnm dr wmn de 1T0ZH ml-\l..'l-. asind A e et
ah W AUV MY Udd AU UUYY w1 Al AV WLAULL WA AL L’,\Jh VaBJ
boarcoinin- rirhts. I joined tho Progrossivo lfine "orkore of Amorica

which will horcincftor bo roforrod to ws the Pli, ot 1iino A in 1932 with
the rest of tho mincrs. No one compollod me to, but I know that the
nojority wos roing thot woy, 8o I joinod too.

"I know thot Elshoff wes poing to toke tho nine ovor from
Ryan in 1941. I leurnod this in the nowspepers. 1 know thon that
va woulZ nll hove to chango bock to tho UM’ boonuso of tho uituaticm

re s -~ 2 snde WL wn~ T AP ) Al f o v T Lwnrmr DT a i~
uuu\. uuu UA.-I.aDU.A dv Lild o UIloT l‘.l Bri0iis B LN s d & LIV &‘Jdnﬂllud-&

wantod tho UIT" in his rninos.

"ill of tho minors woro telking the sumo way. 1 2id not ocars
rysclf. I woruld just as scon work unier tho U7 ns the FM. and tho
rninore I tolkos to folt the sano way.
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Ros JOEN L. LE'IS, ET AL

IFTERVIT., S ITH *I hnd bocn sctisflod working undor tho FMA
ct lino A ond as far as I know the samo opplied
eoutimaod tc tho othor ninors.

%I hovo nover boen approcchiod by TS arpanizore to ot mo €o
Join th~t unitm, -

"I ncver huard thet Elshoff nipht try to operato iinc &

throush Mine B.

*I hosrd nothiry to the efiecct thet Elshoff wculd noro rondily
opon the mino if the man Joined ths U.ILW.

"I heerd thot thoro wore uniosn mretinrs ot tho PIL Hall,
Rednan's H.ll, an? the Elk's Club, Sprin-fiold, Ill. I &id not ottcnd
ooy of those ncetinre. I do not know whot went on ot the muotings or
what was docideds I pever hoord thore wora cny fights ot any of thoso
ncotin-e and I 4> not Ynow who lud tho discussions or whot tho issuce
War'Qe

*1 voluntarily joinod tho UMEJ irp 1941, Ne thrcats wero mado
to nc. It madc no differorecc whethor I weorkoéd thero os ¢ monbor of tho
Pa or Uil7. I was only interested in kcoping my job thoros

- c-itted corrcotnose of tha cbove stctomont aftor
roadin: swmic on 9-16-43 tut declinoed €2 sirn.

T ITRESSED:

cclLl 4~gn B.I.

%Ociﬂl .L:c’.’:t, F‘.B. ioa
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Re: JOHN L. LkwIS, ET AL,

Springfield, Illinois, was joint!y intem' e'we! at

his residence on September 15, 1943 by Special

ngents I i icivicusl iz presently
em>loyed 2t Yine A az a gdisger e attended 21l of the four neetings

Ciiiay B+ -

of the Py i~ September 1941 prior to the miners gt kire 4 joiring the
UL but he krew very few detzils of the meetirngs, stating he willingly
joired the UMy as the job was more important than the union. He executed
the following statement.

IITiRVIE « 4ITH

"Springfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943
"I,

rake the following voluntary
statement to , whom I know

to be Special anents of the PFederal Burcau of Investigation, U, S.
Department of Justice.

Sprirgfield, Illinois,
I have

"I reside at
I am presertly employed as a mine digger at lLire A,
worked at that mine sirce I was born on
ihe first mine union I Jjoined wa: tne
United line workers of America, referred to hereirafter as the
Uiy, at aine A, Sprirgfield, Illincis in I was working at
¥ine 4 1n 1932 when it went to the Fia, I Joined the FMA with
the majority of the miners at that time, I am referrirg to the
Progressive sine wnorkers of “merica, which I shall refer to as
the PMx. o ore forced me to join the PMa., It did not rake
any difference to me which wnion had the bargaining rights at
mire A, In 1641 1 learned through the newspapers that Elshoff
hac bought kine 4,

"] did not care who omed the mire. I had to work just the

same. As far as 4 krew, the working corditions and the labor prob-

. lems under the FPki at Vire A were saitsfactory. No UMy organizers
tried to get me to join the Uiun, I heard the report that Elshoff
might operate Mire A through Mine B, I did not believe this re~
port. 1 also heard some statement to the effect Elshoff would
open ¥ine & on the condition that the miners joined the UNA,
Keeping in mind the trouble the FMA had had at aine B, I figured
the miners would have to join the UMi or the mine would stay
closed, As far as 4 was concerned, due to work being scarce, 1
vanted to join the Uk. to get vork, At the same time, I want to
say that 1 like the PiA, but the job was the main thing.

*Tt was my opinion before the fls meeting in September,
1941, that the miners would Join the UMV,
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

TX [ERVIEA #ITH "I attended four PUA meetings in September, 1941
when the miners were discussing joining the W&,
vontinued) Two of these meetings were at the PMA Hall, one at

Fednan's nall and one at the Elks Club, I learned
of ‘these meetings through the newspapers and through the minevs,

"at the first meetirng at the VA Hall, the President of the
local was ir charge. 1 do not remember what was decided. There were
no Ul men presert and ro fights, At the Second meeting, at the PMA
Hall, I believe the Pit committee was asked to determine when the mne
vouwld open and uncer what cornditions, I do not recall who was on the
committee,

nay the meetirg at hedman's Hall, mphoneﬁc),
was ir charge, 0ld us he had tzlked *¢ Falcetll that the
g

prospects of the mire opening again looked better if the miners joined
the UL,

"411 thcre was at the nedran's Hall meeting was the report
of the committee. There were no argusents. the men present were all
members of the rMa local,

"it tne Elks Club mesting 4 am not sure vho was in charge.
Ifhere was little discussion before the vote. There was a standing
vote in favor of joining the U., After the vote, we sent for Edmmdson.
~dmundson made a talk telling about thz rights and power the UM/ loecal
vwould have, after that, we signed our applicatiors to join the TMT.
~dmundson Srouzht & man who I think was his secretary, who helped with
the application forms. as far as 1 knew, there were no UM organizers
at the mesti:g. I voluntarily joincd the Vi, No one irfluenced me,

The conditions at sdie < have not changed under the UH:
as far ss 4 can see,

¥] have carefully read ard fully understand the two and &
half pages of this sta:ement and it is true to the best of my knowledge.

" —
"Gitnessed:

/5/ H . ‘
ﬁci‘ ii i ien .8.1.
Special sgent F,.B.I."
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIZU WITH

Springfield,
Special Agents

his resicdsnce on September 13, 1943,
alert, but apocared ¥illing to answer the questions put to him., His

e -'j Lot I~} Pt PR = S F

appearanze it unfavorable. He furnished tha following signed statement:

nSpringfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943

ske the following voluntary statement toq
whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federa

Bureau of Invzstigation, U.S. Departzznt of Justice.

"I residc at Sariagfield, Illinois.

I am presantlv employed at Kine A as a digrper. I was born on

M I arrived in the Unitcd States in was

naturalized in opringficld, Illinois in @) The firs e union I
oined was the United Mine Workers of America, ir?t them

h Springfield, Illinois. I worked in sevcral mines at Spring

a member of the UM and went to work at Mine A& about s a member of

the UM¥%. I have worked in this mine continuously until the present

Ky
Wil e

"I voluntarily joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America,
referred to hereinafter as the PilA, at Kine A in 1932, when the majority
of the miners voted to join the PMA. It made no difference to me which
union had the barpaining rights. I just wanted to work. After 1932 I
felt the same way about this.

e oy AV o Y6 Rimn os

nI heard that Carl Elshoff bought Mine A in 1941 and I saw a

Y
Ve NeJspidper's A4S0, &Iy 0Yan 8E ne a letter 33}'1!‘.8 he had

(%) H > 1

s0ld the mine. It did not maké any difference to me who operated the
mine. The working conditions at the mine are about the same at the mine
under the UL as they were under the FMA. No UMW organizers contacted
nc. I never heard any rumor that Elshoff planned to operate Eime. Ah
through Mine B, or that the minsrs had to Join the UMY before Elshoff would

open Mine A.
When Mine A employess, or miners, talked about going to join the

UlY in 1941, they had four meetings., Two of these mestings were held at
the PMA H:11, and one at Rodmans Hall and one at the Elks Club. I knew
about thesc meetings by the newspapers. At both the firsi and second
meetings at the PMA Hall, the President of the PUA local was in charge. I
do not Temember what was decided. As far as I know, therc were no UMY
organizers present at these mcetings. There were no fights as far as I
know, there were no UMW organizers present. I do not imow what was dis-

cussed because it was so long &go. . .
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

"] also attended the meeting at the Elks Club., I
cannot remember who was in charge of this meeting.
I rccall having heard from the miners that 1l was
: necessary for us to join the UMN. There was g
stendin<t vo*e. 45 far as I know, there were no UMY members in the
hall duriaz v-is meeting. All I know aboul this meeting is that I
joined the LIV dwing this meeting. I vas not on any committess.

continuad

"I have read and understand this statement of two pages and it
is true to the best of my knowledge.

s $ $2Z0-

Witnessod:
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL | . ,

interviewed at his residence b ecial Agents
on September 17, 1543. &a presently
emn o Springfield, Illinoies, He had little
understandics o e matier under ingquiry, caly went to the Elks Club
by 1

Fs
t
not mentsa

ly alert. Es made the following statemant:
"Springfleld, Illinecis
September 17, 1543

1, , mbke the following voluntary state-

whom I kmow to be Special Agents

ment to
of the Federsl Bureau of Investligation.

‘‘‘‘‘

at

»
irst mine union I joined was the UMV at Mine A, en Yine A went over the
the Progressive line Workers of America, referred to hereinafter as the PUMK,
in 1932, 1 went with the majority as I was gled to get away from John L.
Lewis., I was satisfied with the PMA.

"In 1941, when Elshoff bought Mine A, I heard about it by word of

mouth. 1 felt I would rather have worksd for ¥r. Ryan bs¢auss I kmsw he

was good to work for, I thought we would have to join the United lMine

Workers of Americe, referred to hereinafter as the UMV to keep our jobs

because Elshoff was the operator of Mine B which was signed up with the UMA, -

¥o one tried to get me to join the UMW. 1 liked the working conditions at

¥ine A under the FPMA. I heard the rumor that Elshoff would operate Mine A

through Eine B but I did not believe it., E heard a rumor he would open

Mine A on the condition the miners joined TMW. I believed this because I

think the same union is in all mines under the same operators. He had -

¥ine B under the UMF, and would probably want Kine A under the same union.
"The only FMA meeting I attended when the Mine A miners were talking

about what to do about joining the UMK, was at the Elks Club in September,

1541, I learned of the meeting from the other miners,

qphonetic) presided at the meeting. There were no

UM7 organizers pre . I do not remember what was said, The vote was in
favor of the UMW, end Edmundson was called into the meeting to ake the miners
in ag a UMW locel, He came with another man who I did mot know, and he made

a talk, but I don't remember what he said,
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

[
for me were &b

Re:
o . - R ;
INTERVIEW YIT "%e signed UMT application cards, 1 was mov
on sny committee and had no contact with any
continued) union officials, :
out the same under botﬁ unions,

"Tie workimg comditiomns
as far as I c-uld determine,
%I have read the two pages of this statement and it is truse,

®iitnessed:
(sigaed)
Special Agent F.B.I.

U )
dheorel Agent ¢

pecial Agent r.B.I."
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET &L.

INTERVIEa WITH

He appearec alert and willingly answerced the ques!!ons put to ﬂ. ﬂ

furnished the following signed statemerts

at his residence,

“Springfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943,

"I . make the following voluntary
statemcnt to whom I know to be Special

agents of the Federal Bureau on

"] reside at Springfield, Ill, I am
resently employed at Line As am I was born at $
&Th& first mine union 1 joined was the Unito

!or.clers of lierica, referred to hereinafter as the TN, at”

1.,
at the m From fotil ebout 1534, 1 Worked
in mines in the State o inois and started working at Mine 4 about 1934,

I have worked there continuously until the present ¢time,

"] joined the rrogressive Mine Workers of émerica, referred to
hercinafter as the HiA when I started working at liine A, 1 did this
voluntarily, because I left Peabody Mine 759 &s they bad impa- ted into
that mine too many strenge UKW miners. They weren't very friendly. I did
not take part in tho fcrmation of the Fi. It made no difference to me
which union I worked under as my work remains the same. 1 follow the
mejority in these matters, -

®1 first learned Elshoff had purchased Mine 4 from the news=
papers. This made no differcnce to me. I thought I would have my job
anyhow, A&s far as I know, the conditions-at Mine A were satisfactory under
the PYA., I went to very few union meetings. No UMW men tried to influenee
me to join the IMA. T was in a fight at Hine A at one time, but it waz a

- ———

personal matter and had notaing to do with union matters.

"I learned from the mine Supsrintendent, at Mine A, m
that Elshoff planned to operatc ¥ine A& through Nine B as he could cu
the overhead expenses by just operating one tipple. It was my understand-
ing that & shot was mnde to connect the two mines and as a result, an

opening was made betwecn the two mines, but the lessor of Mine A objected

end would not permit the coal from Kine A to be taken out through Mine B.
SR told me this in about September, 1942. This is the first kmowledge

- W W Eaew

of this idea. This made no difference to me as I am the only
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RE: JOEN L. LZnIS, ET AL,

i — —
(continued - "mihen Elshoff bought Mine A, I figured it would

: go UW, as he had a contract with TWW im

Yine B. T understand that the Feabody Coal Co, has a contract with the WMW
with all ric.3 they operate and I thought Elshoff had the same. I never
heard eny ruwisor sbout not opening Mine A until the men joined UNW.

"I attend few meotings and do not recall attending anmy of the
PLA moetings in September, 1941 when the miners at Mine A met to discuss
joining the WW. I take all of my own grieveiancos ta the superintendont
myself. 1 heard about the meetings from the newspepers end the miners, but
I did not attend.

"I joincd the UMW at the mine wh-n it opened up under a UM¥ con-
tract. It mokes no difference whether I belong to the UM# or the Fli.

"1 have reod these two pages of this statement and it is trus,

/+/ Ay

Witnessged:

Special Agent, F.B.I.

Sp&cial A{ent’ F.B.I.
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BE: JOHN L. LEWIS, BTAl

INTERVIE! WITH was interviewed at his residence, %
- pringfield, Illinois, on the afterncon of Sep

17, 1943, by Special Agents m
m has a heavy accent but is not too aiffisu

underscand, He has & rather quiet voice. His mental capacity provadbly
excesd: tha- of the averasge miner. He gavs information set forth in the
following s.atements ’

Springfield, 11,
LR Bsptember 17, 1543

"My name 4 (R
— I wos born in am an Ameriocan
izen, I am now employed At Min: . I meke the following statement to
hand m who hes identified himself to
me to be & Spaaial Agent o g roderal Bu-eau of Investigetion. ¥o promises,

ty
threats, or oconsideracion of any kind has been made to me to make this state-

mant.

"I have worked et Mine A for about .yea.r. I was employed
st Mine A whon RY.N so0ld the mine to ELSBOFF. Before 1932 we had belonged
to the United Mine Workers, and after 1932 tho Progressive Kine Workers of
Amarice. Soon after the mine was sold, tho mon changed beok again to the UL

"I remember reading in the paper that the mine had been
sold. Soon after that there was & meeting at the Progroessive Hall. WHe
talked about changing thot night. _

) o UMV ) us that night. A4is I reocall, hs told us
. BLSHOFF had said that he would opon the mine up if we joined the Tnited |
Mine Workers, and if we did not, he would olosc Mine L and take the ooal
put through Mine B. Tho men at that meeting fslt thot they wtnted to
join the UMJ. Some mon, whom I do not know, oceme up to the meeting, and
said that if we wanted to join the UM that maybe they would clean out
the Progressive Hnll., To avoid trouble, that meeting wes adjournmed then,
L oouple of days later, we had another meeting at the Red Man's Hull on
tonroe Street. YR ta1ked to us agnin thet night, and told us that if
we joined the UMY that we would nmot have to pey initiation fess, and that
they would teke us back as before. He also soid that ELSHOFF had told

him that if we did not join the UMI that he would toke the coal out through
¥ine B, and we would not have our jobs.

"Soon after that meeting there was another meeting at the
Enights of Columbus Holl, I think., At this meeting lked again,
EDMUNSON oceme over to the meeting when the men invite . and told us that
we oould go back to the UM without paying eny fees, and that it would
8l]l bo as before. He said that there might be some 4tro.ble, that the PMV
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INTERVIEW WITH men might piocket us, but to go on he.ck to work, and we would
be alright. He aleo told us that if we jolned the UM{, that
hs would see to 4t that Mime A was opened up, because if it

was not, he would have the men olose down Mine B. We needed to go to work,

sc wo joinad the UMK that afteraoon.

: N .
"Bofore the sale of the mine, there had bean mo talk sbout
chenging unions. The mine was olosed down that summer, but the men had nut .
talked about ohanging unions. Some of the men were disatisfied with the .
P! bacause of hi gh ahaock offs, but I +hink most of t.ham wers satinfied

with the PM¥i. I was satisfled with the PNV myself, and would hove liked -

to stay in the Progrossive et that time. KNow I do not see any difference,
but I liked, and I think most of the men, liked the Progressive at t.hat time
and wented to stay in the Progressive Mine ¥Workers of Amerios.

"The sonditions at the mino now are about as they were
before. I do not ses eny change ns far as that is ooncerned. I never
tolked to ELSHOFF mvself. All that I know about what he said was what.

mfﬁlﬁ us. 4ifter the mins reopsusd, thars
Wes nc ouble of mny kind, and we all went beock, and got the sams rooms

that we had befr. e, \
I

"] mave rend the above statement on this page and v

other pages. It is all true and mocurate. . R
)
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