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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL :

INTERVIEW WITH

wa.s oooperative bu
denied ev ne ecause of his on af-~

£iliati ons.*ﬁa ne known oriminal reccrd. He furnished the
following slgned statement.
ep er 16, 1943

S S I1l., do
wvolunterily make the Iollowing statement to oSpecia ants
andw of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No

or promi ny xind have been made to oause me to make this statement and
I know that the sames cen be presented in a court of law,

"I was born in emigrating to Amerioa
in I was naturalized in am presently employed at Panther
Creek #5 and belong to PMA. I have been m Progressive since in started in
1932, -

"I hav orked at either Mine A or Mine B. However,
in the summer of 1940 who was working at Mine B told me that
Mine B was going to hire some men, and I was looking for work so I went out
end talked to OSCAR FALCETTI. Mr, FALCETTI told me that he didn't need
any men. He didn't asked me what union I belonged to or where I had worked
before. There was other men there that morning and he turned them all down
for the same reason.

"I have read the above statement and it is true end oorrect.
/+/ N

Witnessed: .

Special Agonts, FBI, Springfield, I1l."
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RE: JOHEN L, LEBWIS, ET AL

by Special Agents ,
S - ccox-reive.
would meke & Fooc watness innsmuch as he didn't start at Mine B until Jan~

uai\.r 22, 1940, and has very little knowledge of pertinent facts.
hag no known criminal record. He furnished the following signe ote~

ment : . .

"Springfield, Ill.
September 18, 1943

"y m Springfield, I11. do
v crily meke the following statement o al Agents‘
“ end ﬁ No threats or promises have been mode
to cousc me 0 mhke Tnis stutement, and I know that these faots caen be pre-

~ 3
Nt G
sented in court.

coming to America in 1

wes naturalized in Springfield, Ill.in I began working in the mines
in joining Ulii4 ot thet time. I begen working at Mino B Jan.
22, 1940, end em presently ecployod there as & digger. I have never held an
office in either union.

"I wes born in

rogressive re I went to Mine B, having Joined PMA
et Panther Creok #4. Son Cetelonia (Joe Albeneso) signed me up UMiA in the
wesh house just a couple of deys aftor I sterted to work. I wns never
throatencd or bont up but I hecrd nbout some of the men gettirg beat up.

I didn't know cny of the men who were beaten up or why they were beaten.

I joined UN &% becauss tho men told me thrt they were in the mojority and I

didn't taink I could get a job if I was P,

"] vyoted in the NLRE election in 1941 which the UM won. This
scemed to be a fair & squors eleciion.

"it present I think both unions &re about the same and I don't
favor either one.

"I have had the sbove statement read to me by Agent—
The same is true & correot.
/+/

ERR Miitnessed:

S

Special Agents, F. B, 1.
Srringfield, I111." ,
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RE: JOHN L. LEMIS, ETiL

= ‘ |
. TTERVIE L i 1TH m Springfiold, Illincis, wn
< orviawod ot his homo goinl Agonts
cuso of his laok of knowiodgo © o Mino-B situction starting thoroe
it is not bolioved that ould meko o good witnoss.
has nc known oriminal record. He nishad tho following sign

stotomont.

" _ Springfiecla, Ill.
Soptonbor 18, 1843

8prinzfiold, Ill., do
onmont to Spaeial Agont*
¥0 .

Nc thronts or proniscs of any kind
boon mndo 4o couse mo to meke this statomont,

"I was born inmd oamo to Amorion in

mnrnlizad 4n Srrinrian Tit. . 4 T harnn o worle 4in
e A vy U‘:l T-Ab- ‘v“l--' -y g Y -l— - "Vb"'"“‘ e T W an ——

h Joining UM ot that time. I hove nover held an

tho mines in

on prosontly omployoed nt Mino B «s o digger,
Boforo starting at Mino B I workod ot

cffico in &ny union.

stortine onm
“ olong ts About two or throo months beforo I s

G no B 1 triod tc got employmont thero but wns rafusod. OSCLR FLLCETTI
oskod me whore I worked and T told hin whioch ho know wns PM..
Bo tcld mo that ho was fillod up. 1 nevor saw Mr. FAICETTI hire anyono
olso whils 1 was thoro and ho nover montioned UMY, to mo, '

"I hovo had tho above stotomont rood to no by Agont

_ It is truo & oorroct,
// R

Witnossod:

Specinl agonts, FBI
Springfield, IiL."

r




RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIE ! VITH Sprinsfiold, Illinois, was intor-

S —v giod ot his hono ol hiponts m
advise O WL8 ro-

fusod work ot Mine D whilo t minc wos working undor an "opon shop® ngroo-

ront. Howovur, it 18 not bolievod t}nt*wuld moko & good wit-

noss incsimuch s ho wasn't spooifioally refusod bootuso of his wnion

offilinticrns and wos not asked +o join UMU. as o condition to got a Job,

hos no known oriminnl record. Ho furnishod tho following signod

statonont,

n Bpringfiold, Ill.
BSoptombor 18, 1943

1, Y . - =135 DL 2o
voluntarily roke tho fcllowing statomont to Spocicl rsgmtm

and No thronts or promisos of ony kin Yo
to otusoc mo tc moko this statemont.

"I vas born in and como to Amorioen
in - I wos paturclizoed in Sprinpgfioeld, I bogan working in
tho mincs in Jmorioa in- Jeining UMIL ot tho o. I novoer hold an
officse in any union.

"] nover worked ot Mine B but I did ask for o Job thoro
onco whilo thoy woro working “opon shop® aftor tho striko. Mr. FAICETTI
askod oo whore I hnd werkod, and if I wos wos Progrossivo. He also askod
mo if I had any Progrossive friondc at Mino B end I told him yos. Ho
wouldn’t =ive mo o job, but I undorstood thut ho was hiring plonty of mon
ot that timo, somo oliost overy doy.

"I storted working atqnd nover triod to got
& job ot Mine B agein. A4t prosont I'm e digjor ot Punthor Crook #4.

“Some of tho mon who workod at Mino D told mo that if I
would 7o to sco o UM organizor thot I could got & Job, but I didn't wont

jein UHTL ot that tino bogouso I hopad to go book to my Job ot
‘l}mn it oponed up, and _ms Progrossivo,
who was at Mino B, and used to work with mo at

H nskod mo to go Yo Mine B and ask for work. Ho told mo to go %o
no ocouso thoy wore hiring mon, )
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETiL

NTERVIE{ WITH "I hovo had tho abovo 13 pagos of statomonts mado by mo road
to mo by Ag;on— Tho .samo 18 true & oorroote
(CONTINUED

7o/ M

Witnossods

pDO "gan F}
Springficld, Ill."
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INTERVIER WITH

seorts MR vas ro-
.fused employment at Kine B during op' period on a number of

occasions, and went so far as to fils & slalm with NLRE bescause he failed

to secure employment. For this reascn it is felt that he would make a
good witness on the "refused employment at line B after November 6, 1939
PAW question”. —has no known criminal record. He furnished
the following signed statements

"Springfield, Ill.
S8eptember 20, 1543,

...I’ - @ — = = - - 0 0 - /0 = 11 voum‘carl.ly
mae the followw
— No threats or promiser were made to cause me To e
this statement and I know that the facts can be presented in ocourt. -

"During the fall of 1940 I apvlied for a job driving mules at
Mine B, on 15 or 20 occassions, talking to Oscar Falcetti on each occassion.
The first time I was there he took me in the office and he asked me where
I worked last. I told him Panther Creek §4 (which was PA). He told me
"nothing doing" and asked me to come back again, When I returmed on a
number of occassions he would just shake his head.

"I had a friend by the name ot— who got a job as
oss at ¥ine B, and I tried to get him %o help me but I 2till didn't get

L
. O
o]
[= g
a

"I saw others there on the days that I amzked for work, but
never heard him, Oscar Felcetti, refuse or hire anyone else. Eowever, I
Ynow that he did hire some miners from Panther Creek #4 who changed over
to UMWA., Some of them talked to me when I was out there looking for a
jObo

“Mr, Falcetti never asked me to change my affiliations or
promised me a job if I would do so.

"After I was refused about X times the FMA Local Officials
h | Arlad

advized me to file a clasim with N.L.R.B. which I 4id through tha FMA
- Atty.

"I have had the sbove statemepts consisting of 1} pages read
to me by Agent The seme are true and correct,

N
. /+/ R
h Special Agents, F.B.I., Springfield, Illin;:iu. .
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" RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

The following individuals were listed by the P} union as having
been refused employment at Mine B after November 6, 1939, They were
interviewed by Special Agents '

From the repliss of these individuals which are listed hereinafter it
appears the P¥A nnion possibly submitted a 1ist of their unemployed to the

Mine B office to secure employment for their unemployed without the knowledge

of the individual miner. 9Pome of the miners did make iﬂquirias at the Mine
for work, but did not leave their names to be called. 4he individual responscs
on this matter are as followss :

o2, adriood be
never work at mine B, did not make applica inquiry at the mine

for work, and did not request the PMi to do so.

Illinois, advised one

ho worked at mine & pu s application in for him at Mine B,

but that he never went there in person, and nevar was reguested to report for
nork,

s T1linois, advised
he made an application for work at the Mine © office in November, 1939,
but was advised they were "filled up". HKe stated he did not see anyone else

. being hired, that he was never called later as he did not leave his name

ard never went back,

Illinois. This individeal
is presently in Chicago, Illinois looking Xor work. He left recently
and has not advised what his Chicago address is to date,

Y :::::::, siviss:
he made application for work at the PMi Union Halllenly and not at Mine B,

He steted he never was called for work,

.. !
[ELP g

T
e

Tllinois, advised |

in 1939 he made application for work at Mine B. through the PMA Pit J_lf.' ::

¢ommittee in the Wash House. That he never made appiication at the Compaxy .
office, Be stated no one was being hired that day and he did not go back, =~

Nlinocis, advised he never
made an application or inquiry for work at Mine B, and never requested the
P¥A union to do so for him, - ' o
Illinoig, advised he made
inquiry for work at Mine B campury office after it opened in November, 1939
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RE: JOHN L. LEVWIS, ET Al.

The following miners were int d st their homes by Special
Agents # and on September 20, 1943,
and &ll ¢ em interrogated along the lines of "Refused employment Mine

B after Kovember 6, 1939 PLR".

|

The first four advised that they had never worked at Mine B
end had never asked for & job at Mine B at all. The next three pever
worked st Mine B, but had asked for a job, but in all instances the date
cf the asking was before the strike in May of 1837. The remaining two
individuals had never worked at Mine B either, but had socught employment

durir.g the years 1941 and 1942 after Mr, Elshoff had purchased Mine 4.

Iliinois. !pringfiei!, !!!!noia.

pringfield, Illinocis

.2

Springfield, Illinois.

Il1linois.

Iilinois.

- oY | :‘{'_‘ £l
L VL s
MY 1 ¥ P - q"
- - . .
b - * .o~ * :

Investigation feiled to locate
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RE: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL.

INTERVIE. +ITH (signed) NN

Special Agents, F.B.I.
U. S. Dept, 1f Justice."

- 25 -
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Re: JOBN L. LE.IS, ET4L

NTERVIEW 1/

(continued)

Wi

pecial hgents, F,B,I,,

-
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Re: JOHN L. LE'IS, ED AL

INIERIIEL T - rvieved by Special Agents
ﬂ an t 8pringfield, Illinois on
==eprerver 10, 1943, at which time he appeared to be very
sincere and cooperative, although his information relstive to instant case
is rather limited., Hec vwould makc a good vitnoss to testify as to the facts
set forth in the folloving signed statamaent.

nspringficld, I1linois
Scptomber 13, 1943

" ollotring voluntary statcment to

S S—— < oving thn o be Spocial Agents
in thc Federal Burcau of InveStigation. No threats or promises have
been made to me to induce mc to make a statoment.

nI wes born in
side 2t
ond havc vorke

* there,

"] irst joined V.M., in’whan I camc to tho United States
and I o now a U.S. citizen., I heve never held any office in any umion
and in 1932 I joincd Progressive vhen it was formed. I had nothing to
do vith the formation of P.lf.i. but I was favorsbly inclined torard

Polo Al

: 2 mincr nearly all my life
at line A sincc January, 1941, I am still employod

Miine /. had its scasonal shut dovn in the spring of 1941 and some-
tine that summer I learned that Elshoff had bought Mine 4, I think I
got a letter from RByan telling of this and I also think I saw it in the
paper.
elt thot I vould
A, T fclt this
Elshoff would

mhen I learned thJ. Elshoff had bought ne A I
have to sign up tith UL, if T wvanted to tork a

t Min
Tay because I know tha’t !fine B vas United and felt the
not have P.M.li. in Idne [,

£
at

“Tho only mecting I attended at that time vas 2t the Elkvs Club,
I raicnmber that o nmotion camc up as to vhether ve twould join U, *V.
and = standing vote ves tzken, Every non thore, as far as I know, votod
to join U,lL7 ., “a5 in charge of this meeting and lod the
discussion. [Lftcrie voted to po UM, sorc of the men vent ~nd got
Edmundson, He talked to us for a short tinme and he had brought UMY

A 18 . e et ' A - -

cards vith han vhich vc signed, He told us that the mine would open up.

~ 248 -~
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Re: JOIY L. TM°IS, ®T AL,

I an =till at line A and I believe conditions are
the sane nov as they vere under P.H.A. I did not
hear anyone at the ncoting at the Elk's Club tell
as that ve had to Jjoin UM . if we wanted to work
at lHnc & but T gues.., that nost of the fellows felt that that was so,

"The above statenent hias beon read to nc by —

and I declare it to bc truc end corroct.

W itnessceds

* q
Speci WLNLS, F.BuT., .

U|S| mptc of mtice.“
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL.

JIEW WITH as interviewed by Special Agentis
M # at Springfield,
Iilinois on September 14, . He was friendly and

cooperative and could be used as a government witness to testify to those
matters set out in his statement which follows,

"8oringfield, Illinois
September 14, 1943,

.
st D— e bln FnT Y s e T e bn e oo b owan d
[ - ] w

T = T.8

to an oth of whom T know to be
Special sagents o e Federal bureau of Ihvestigation. No threats
or promises have been made to induce me to make a statement.

and I now reside
loyed as
I star OT K1l e mines in

was born in

I joired U.¥,d, and in I went to work at
e A, here until about Jn'l\'r‘i tervpel 0
ST
while I was a member of P.I,A, and U.M.W,

".hen the miners joined P,M.A. in 1932 I was in Chicago
and so, had no part in the formation of this union, Wwhen I came
home I joined P.M.A, at that time I felt that Progressive was needed
and that I was right in joining it. From 1932 wntil 1941 P.M.A, was
getting along well with both the men and the Mine A officials, and
there was no trouble of any kind that I know of.’

"The mine shut down in the spring of 1941, a seasonal shut
down and late that summer 4 learned that Elshoff had bought liine A,
I believe that the first notice I had of this was what I saw in the
papers telling of the sale,

"is I recall, 1 attended a meeting at P,M.A. hall shortly
after Elshoff had bought the mine, I guess the meeting was held
to sce how the men would react to Elshoff owning Mine 4," This
mceting was presided over by (IR As I recall there
was discussion as to what Llsholl #as o2 do with the mine,
but I don't remember anything beirg said about switching unions,
I knew, of course, that Mine B was U, M.#, and I guess that that
was in thc mirds of most of the men.

%] did not attend any other meetings wntil after the men
had voted to join U.K.w. I wcnt to the U,M,w. building iand joined
U.ILW. on the last night that we could join, I know nothing as to

‘
i

v B
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Re: JOWN L. LE.IS, ET AL,

TToRVIR g TTH what happened at the other meetings for I wos
# in Chicago for a while, and it was at that time
continued) that ths othcr restings were held.
‘ "Although I had no cesirc to Joirn U.l.nr, I had to if I wanted
to vork at irc A, 1 dor.'t have any information that would indicate that

the mirc was bought to get P,'.a, out, but there was much discussion
among the men thit made me think this might be so,

"I have read the 2bove staterm=srnt and declarc it to be true

anc correct,
s/

Riitnesses

/s/ ) Sp:eial Agcnts, FBI
} U. S. ept. of Justice"
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A REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIEW YITH residing at
cial Agents

— inocis, was interviewsd b
an is friendly

d
but not partioularly we niormed and therelore is not being recommended
as 8 witness, His stetement is as followsy :

m Sept. 16, 1943
Springfield, Ill.

" malke the following woluntary state-
ment to poacial Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Invsstigation., No threats or promises have been made to induce me to meke

eny statement.

and have been &
citizen since I now live at and am employed
et Mine a. I e been & miner all My o ond I1irst stirted working at
Mine 4 in I joined the P.M.i. in 1932 whon the men signed up with
Progressive. I felt it wos a good thing at first as it meant & cshange of
hands and I felt it was good for the men to have & change.

"I wos born

"I was working at Mine & in the epring of 1541 when the
mino shut down. I recall getting a letter from RY.N saying he had sold
Mine . to ELSHOFF. Whon I first heard tho news about the mine being sold
it made me foel sorry booouse I wes afraid we wouldn't get our vaocation
money. I thought the mine would eithor shut down or open up under U.M.W.
I just hemnrd & lot of tho moen saying they thought it might be a united

mine.

"l wont to & moetin: et the P.M.i. hall and the mon were
seying thet we might not be working at Mine L in the fall. Thoy alsc talkod
about mining coal out of Mine L through a hole and pull it through Mino B.
Yo wero afrcid the mon in Mino B would mine all the coal.

"I also wont to o meoting at the Elks Club at which time
a1l tho men joined united. I signed up with united at the Elks Club, but
do not know any of the detalls of the meeting. I joined U.M.W. bocause I
wanted teo koep my job., Evorybody wants to ent and I would sign up with

any union if it meant gotting & job.

"This statoment has boen rood to me by- it
is truo to the best of my memory.
g o——

Spociel igents, FBI
U. ‘8. Dapt. of Justice"

o T 17507 1
-
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

-
$an

INTT=YTEs T W Springfield, Illinois,
w on september 10, 1943, by Epocial Agents '
and eaks
and understands MIJ. W he

id not take much
of an intercst in union activities,

oted that he always has preferred
the Unitod Mine Workers union to the Progressive Mine Workers of Amoricsa.
Be said that he has nover becen arrosted,

The following signed statement wos obtained from-

"Springfield, Il1.
September 10, 1943,

"1, makc the following voluntary statement to.

” and whom I know to bo Spocial Agents of the
Federal Burcau of Investigation, of ny own frec will, with no threats or

promises made to me.

*1 live at Springfield, and am employed
at ¥inc A. I was born . and started work
ot Uine A in - I've beenr therc since Ce

"In the surmer of 1541, I don't know just when, all the men at
Mine A got a letter saying that Ryan no longer had any intorest in Mine A,
The minc had becn closed down since April, and, in Scptembor, their unemploy-
ment compcnsation wos runnirg out. The miners werc talking amonz themselvos
of getting their jobs back. The conscnsus of opinion among the men, after
they heard thzt Elshoff hod bought Mine A. was thot it was possible to
work the Mine A through Minc B, No onc over said anmything about this to
meu

"I fecl surc thot e large percentage of the men at Mine A were
onxious to gct back into tho U.M,W. I personally was ncver satisfiod with
the P.X.A. bocausc I didn't think thc leaders of the union were capabls men,

& on Septomber

*] don't remember beips present at the P M.A, mocti
8 and 11, 1941. 1 was told by hand thnt T had
been appointced to a committce. m sure 1dn't go to the mceting at

which the cormittee was eclectcd, bectuse I would have disputed my appoint-
ment. An appointment was mode for the committec to meet with Falcetti at
Vine B. 4e I remember, tho other members on the committse,
that saw Falceotti, wore
"¢ asked Falecettl for the SR ® - inc A, 079101
men eould expeet, Falcotti saw they had bought the loase from Rysn, and
werc figuring on starting the mine about October first., I don't romember
any talk on the part of Falcetti portaining to the U.M.W. The report of
the cormittce's eonference with Falcetti was given to tho P.M.A., b
I believe,

- 253-
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Re: JOEN L, LEWIS, ET AL

7 WITH "I don't romember any conversation at any P.M.A., moeting,
or anyvherc olsc, to the effect that it was nocessary to
continucd) join the U.M,%W, bofore we could go back to work at Mino A,

It was sort of tokon for grantod., We know that Falcetil
was decling with tho U.M,%. at ¥ine B, and knew he dida't want to have to
deal with another union in Minc A, I don't know whero I got this idea.

"One afternoon, at either the Elke Club, or the K. C., Ball, we
signed up with the UMW, I think o voto was token, and the majority ngreed
to join the U.LE.W. I don't know of any force or coercicn used, After we
had dccided te join, Edrmndson come into the Hall, and eaid he was glad to
see the men back in the UM, W, I left right after joining, and don't
know if Ed¢mundson took the new officers to meet Elshoff or not,

"] have rcad the foregoing, consisting of approximately two and
onc half pazes, and statc that it is truc to the best of my knowledge.

PR -
(signed)
(signed)

"Special Sgents, FBI
Springficld, I11."

~ i
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Re: JOHN L. LE..IS, ET 4L.

INTERVIE.. LITH advised Bpecial hAgent

— an t he had no information of value to

_ instant case. There is set forth belcw the signed state-
exccutod by NS
Y

Springfield, Illincis
Septem.ber 15’ 1943.

"1 rieks the following vcluntery statement to
and knowing them to be Speciel agents in the
ederal Surcau cf Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to

me to induce me to make & statement,

*1 wes orn oo (NN - 1 -torted work-

et Mire & in 3836, I quit wcrking at iline & in February, 1940 to take
I ¥now nothing concerning the switch from
in 1541l. I om now employed at Peabody #59.

in

"I heve rerd the abeve statement and declare it tc be true and

ccrrect,

. . _
/+/

witnessed:

Speciel agents, F.B.I. }
U.S. Dept, cf Justice. .

e
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL

TWerRrIs. VITH was interviewed by Special Agents
At the outset of this interview

state e had a good job now gnd wasn't going to

say anvthing that might get hin involved in any trouble with any union.
*ﬂ.so expressed the opinion that the govermment should have taken

action apainst John L. Levis years ago vhen the U,li1, vas more active.
*‘"as quite reluctant to discuss instant case although he stated he
vould testify if called upon to do so,

He speaks good Bnrlish and seeris to be of average intelligence It
is believed he vould be only a fair witness to testify for the Bovernment.

There is set forth below the signed statement executed by

"Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 15, 1943

ny nake tlie follovinz voluniary statement to
F Special Agents of the Federzl Bureau of
vestigation, Wo threats or promises have been made to get me to make

any statement,

"T was bom in — and presently reside at
I an presently employed at Peabody mine #59. I
a en a miner all ry life and I joined the MY at that time. I was

president of the 1MI. local at Peabody vhen they turned over to Progressive
and at that time I was in favor of the change. The mon were dissatisfied
because of z cut in wages and I think they wamted to break away from the
U¥. vhen they did in 1932. I joined the PHA in 1932 and worked st the
Peanut line in about 1933 and 1934. I started at Hine 4 in 1936.

mas far as my opinion goes I think the FilA had a bunch of men as
officers who were nothing but office holders & I donft think t could
represont the men as they should, The officers didn't seem to/aEgressive
enough to represent the men & never secmed to be able to get any place.

~ '%hen Mine A shut dovn in the spring of 1941 I got a job at the
Peanut mine and vas there vhen Hine A was sold to Wlshoff by Ryan. Then
i I heard that Flshoff bought the mine I formed the opinion that in 41
- probability Tlshoff vould operate the wmine with U.ILT. men. In my opinion
‘ it wns only logical to assume that a man like Flshoff vould operate Kine A
with ;7 nen since Mine B was already a U mine., I thought that Elshoff
in all probability rould imnmediately decide to put both minecs under ome
union so he wouldn't have tvio unions in his mines.

T L o o
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Re:  JOHN L. LE IS, ET AL

I learned somec time during this period that the PHA

held several neetings to discuss their future policy, but
I never attended any of those meetings as 1 was working
at the Peanut Hine. I next heard thuit all of the men at
Mine A had joined U3, so I found out that the balance of the mon vere
going up to the UMW hall to sign up, I decided I wanted to go back to Mine
A so I vent up to the hzll and signed up. Nobody threatcned me or forced
me to simm up.

"I quit vorking at MYine A in Yerch of 1943 because I found a job
payving more money. Conditions at lline A vere better after the fall of
1941 becausc the U, 1Y . raised our basic rete scale from 86,7 a day to
£7.00 a dev. The leaders in the UF, local at iinc &4 secmed to be about the
sane as the PMA uen.

"T have read over this statcment of 3 pages & wish to state it
is truc to the best of ry memory. I wish to clarify tho above by
stating that the basic scale as stated above v'as in connection vath idle

days at thc mine.
(signec) AN
Yitncsses

) Special A-ents, ¥.B.I1.
U.S. Dept. of Justicet
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Fe: JOMN L. LE'IS, ET AL.

S m
M Springlie inois. was interviewed by opeci

oonts na on Scptember
"as not a in? A & inent time

13, 1943. 1Inasmuch as
here is sct forth below the statement

he has no information of v
executed by

"ipringfield, Illinois
September 13, 1943

e the

"I, .
ment to and
to be Special [igents in the Federal

threats or promiscs have been mad
statement, I was bom ard gtarted
oining at Mine A in Lt thot tine I joined the United Mine
Lorkers and I have never held an office in any union. In 1932 I
Joined P.lL.4. I joined vhen the rest of the miners did but it made
ne differcnec to nz vhat wnion I belonged to. I worked under P M. A.
until I quit mining in thc spring of 1940. Whan I left Mine A I was

sctisfied with PuM.A. loft Iine s becaguge I couldn't maks .enough
noncy. I am nov I
knov nothing concerning the switch back to U.M.li. by the miners at

Minc A. I have read the above statement and declare it to be true

and corrcct.,
/s/ .

ollowing voluntary state-
both of vhom I know
reau of Investigation, No
o _induce me to make a

MIitnesses

/s/ Speeial jgents, FBI
U.s. Dept_ of Justice”
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F: JOHN L, LF TS. BT AL,

INTERVI® V.ITH mm’red by Special Agents

y 0000 Septecmber 13, 1943 at
I omTg Ty, T11indoys, He is rather advanced in yoars
and is not surc of any of the details surrounding the mceting at tho Elks
Club, Tt is bolieved he would only meake a fair vitness to testify as to the

information set forth in the folloving signed statcment.

"Springficld, Illinois
Scptenber 13, 1943

"1 SR -csiding ot AN v thc follor-
ing voluntary statcnent tom both of
vhon I knov to be Special Jgen gderal Burcnu o catigation,
Ho threats or promises hove been nade to npe to induce ne to make a state-
nent, I au nov a shot firer at YMinc A.

"] vrs born in Torking in
the rines in I Joine
started vorking at lidnc i in and at ine belonged to Ul
In 1932 1 joancd P.l,A. bocausce 1 alvays rent ¥ith the najority. Mine 4
usuzlly shut dovn every swmor and it vas during the shut dovn, as I
recall, that ve joined P.10L A

T vas vorking at Iinc 4 in thc spring of 1941 vhen the nine shut
dovn, " ¢ hzad alvays pot along 21l nrht vith HRyan, and the non vere
setisfied vith P.IL L.

®Sonctine the carly part of Septenbor, 1941 I learned that a meeting
of P.: ‘.A. v~s to be held, either ot the K.C.'s hall or the Elks Club.
I think a fellov thot vorked at [dne L told ne about the necting, He
didntt kno’v the purposc of the nceting. I vent to it and at that tinme
lcrmad that Elshoff had bought !Hne L. I rencnber that

and if I recall corrcctly he said that the nceting vas do~-

cide Thethzr ye vould join Uli%'.. or stoy vith P,itA. I do not roncober
any discussion cbout this, but a stonding vote vas taken and every one
voted to join U,l%L.

When I first learned that Elshoff had bought the rine I fclt that
: vie vould have to join U.IL7.. to kecep my job. I knev that IMinc B vas

: U..nW\. and felt that Elshoff vould not operate ifine A under Pullhe I
: think that nost nien f2lt as I did, thet Elshoff vould not open liine 4
unless it vas Pnated. I never henard anything about operating Mine L
throurh lline B,

. ftor thc nen voted to join U,1L.7 « sonceonc sent after Ednundson
and he cane over, bring sonc menbership cards vith hin, Ve vanted to
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Ree JOIN T., LW IO, MT AL,

INTERVIE 1.IJTH ask hin vhat vould happen to the cxoncrated uenbers
of P.l%... and he said they could cone in U,1%T.,, that
(Continucd) is, thosc who had rorked at line 4.

"] vas not threatencd or intinidated in any vay to influence my vot-
ing for U100, I vas old, and had a Job at 'tinc 4 and I felt that if we
didn't join U.ltl.. we wouldn't zo back to vork. I knor vhat had happened
at 7ine B and felt that Elshoff woulc not opon the Iiine [ under P.M.A.

I sisned a U.%.. card at the above recting and don't recall attending any
ather nectings, Conditions arc sbout the sane at Mine A now as they vere

u-nder P.;i."xl
®"T have rerd the above strteient and declare it i be true and

¢correct.
/s/ u——

W itnessed:

/5/ F
cclal wgents, Fu.B.I.,

UOS- Dcpt. Of Justice."
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R JOIN L. LIS, BT AL,

INTERIIH

was interviewed by Special
Agenis and ﬁm
September 13, at Springfield, Illinois.

_is not mentally alert and appeared to be unable to follow a logical
i

ne of questioning, It is not felt that he vould make a desirable
vitness, He furnished the following statement,

nSpringfield, Illinois
September 13, 1943.

"] male the folloving voluntary statcment
to an both of vhom I knov to be

Spec gonis an the Fedoral purcau of Investigation. No threats
or promiscs have been madc to me to induce me to make a statement.

T was bom
at finc A in

and started working

I am still emplored therce and nov reside at

I joincd U,M.W. vhon I started at !tinc A and
JHes., vhen the rest of the non did., I joined P.H.A.
bocausc the najority did.snd I had no particular feccling for onc union
over the other, P.M.A. got along all right with th: mcn a2nd the com-
pany.

"In the spring of 1941 thc minec shut down and that summer I loarned
that Alshoff had bought idnc A. I got a letter from Ryan telling of
this, and it was also in the paper. No onc approached me to join
U.l'.” . and I didn't givc it much thought,

nsSomctime in Scptomboer I sav a notiec in the paper telling of a
meeting of the men ot ilinc A to be hcld ot the Blk's Club, I attonded
this mecting vhich I felt vas to be held to sec vhat would be done
about opcning #inc A. HNearly all of tho nmen from Mine L vere at
this mecting., The nen v.ore talking among themsclves for a vhile
and finally somconc, I don't remomber vho, got up and said we should
vote end sce if tho fellovs vanted to no back to UMW, 4 standing
vote vas taken and the nen voted to Join U.MW. The men cleectod
officers then, and Ednundson came over and talked for 2 vhile., Ve
all signed up for U.N.\.. then,

nI joincd U.Y. .. because the rest of the fellev's did, and also,
I had belongod before and never had any trouble with them.

"1 have rcad the sbove statenient and declare it to be true and
corrcct.,

/s
W itnesscs
/s/ Spocial iseonts, FBI
U. S, Dept. of Justice®
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Rey, JOHN L. LEI3, XT AL,

INTERVIE,: VITH was interviewed by Special
A o M =
Snyvinefie 5 an Saoct er 13, 9.3. Be

(e g M T I R e R i vl

is m years of age, has a poor memory and under no circumstances
Tou ¢ rmare a good vitness, He furnished the following signed statement.

nSpringfield, Illinois
September 13, 1943,

P "1, residing at make
_ s follovwing ¥0 a atement to and
both of who have identified themselves as Speelal Agents in

tho Fedoral Burcau of Investigation, No threats or promises have
been made to mc to induce me to make a statement. At the present
time I am uncmployced.

1] was bom and have
been a miner for the past ited
Minc Torkers in and od to work at Mine 4 in about

4t that time I ™35 a nember of ULLU. In 1932 1 joined P.lLA. an
continucd working at 'ine /L. Conditions vierc good wunder P.M.A., tho
officers verc well likod and the wnion got along fine with Mince 4
officials,

"In the spring of 1941 liine AL shut dovm for the summcr, as it had
in the past. Somctime that summoer Elshoff bought Mine A, I first
lcamcd of it through somc fricnds, I don't recall exactly vho told
me., I remombor going to 2 mceting at the UM\ hall and signing up
for V... I had been told that if ve didntt join U.iLV.. the mine
rould not open up. I didn't want to join U.M.T.. but I felt that I had
to if I vanted to vork, I don't rumember hecring anything about working
f1inc 4 through Mine B, I do not remembur going to any other mootings
othsr than the onc I mentioned before,

has read the above stateonent to me,

and it is truc and correct.
/v S

Miitncsscee
/s/ Spccial Lgonts, FBI
U.S. Dopt_ of Justic’n

¢
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Re: JOW L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEA WITH was interviewed
e Ty and
on September 13, at Springfield, Illinois,

He is years of age and unable to read., He appears mentally
sluggish and does not understand questions put to him. He furnished
the following signed statement:

“Springfield, Illinois

u
I’
make the following voluntary staterent to*
an both of whom have identified as dp-rial Agents

in the Federal Bureau of lnvestigation., No threats or promises have
bezn made to me to induce me to make a statement,

"I was born mand when I was
years old 1 started working a ne A, At that time I joined

M,ow, and I am still employed at Mine A,

*T joined P.M.A. in 1932 but inasmuch as I was onlyq
yrs. old then, I didn't kmow much about unions and one was as good

as another. J‘he mine shutdown in the spring of 1941 and that summer

I got a letter from Ryan telling that he had sold Mine A to Elshoff.
1 also saw this in the paper. At that time I didn't know what Elshoff
would do, whether he would open under P, M.,A, or United. #e had been
satisfied with P.M.#, and had been getting along well with Ryan,

"The only meeting I attended during this time was held at the
Elk's Ulub. Nearly all of the men from Mine = were present at this
meeting., As 1 recall, sked if the men wanted to join
U.M.W,, a standing vote was en and the men voted to join U. W,
After the vote was taken the men sent for “dmundson who came over
and talked to us. I don t remember what he talked about. No threats
were made to me to make me join U.M.w. I joined U.M.w, because the
rest of the men did, they all stood up and I did too. As far as 1 am
concerned, ore wnion is the szme as another,

*The above statement has been read to me by
- and 1 declare it to bec true and correct.

s/ .
" ITHESSES

) Special Agents, FBI
} U.S. Dept_ of Justice"

!
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RE: JUHN L. L¥wIS, ET AL,

NTERVIZ o ®ifter the man loeding tho meeting told us that we could
not go back te work at Mine A unless we joined U.M.i,
centinue the neg by a nagority vote decided to join the U.M.%.
het Elghoff wontad the T M., in Hine 4 bha-

M.;.L 01 KIEW uuuu &Ii8NCIiI WLILLEG TNC Verierids

cruse of the trouble thot had hoppened in Mine B, and we knew thot we could
net work in Mine n unless we signed up with U.M.T.

"] den't kmow if any U.L.T. ergonizers were at this nmecting, but
they could have been thore. After the vote by the men, Ray Edmundsen came
irto the mecting, made & little tolk, mnd left the mecting. I den't recell
what he said.

Whoen the men signed up with UWJL., T think 1ot they felt an ]
did., I nceded a job, and if I did not join the U.L.W.., 1 felt th...t I would
not be eble to werk ik tine A. I fclt the intention of the mine company wes

to get U.L.%.. into the mirc, but was not sure that they would not work in the
P.il.hi. I figured thot the only thing thut I could do was to join the U.M,w.,
sc I joined of my own frze will. Yo ferce was used on me te meke me Jjoin
the U.K.. I went heme right after the meeting.

"iUnder the U.EK.w. conditions werc just the samc and as good as
they were under P.M.A. a&s fer as I am cencerned, the U.llii. is just as

sctisfactery es the Pull.A. I wos Just es satisfied with the P.h.A. es I am
with U.,l.%. Either union was 0.K. for me es long as the leadoers were honest.

® hen I first heard thet Elshoff had bought Mine &, I did not think
that the unicn wculd havo to chengee whon I heerd that Elshoff wanted toirun
both mines under the same union, I knew thet 1 would have to join the U.M.9.
if I wanted to work in Mine 4. I knew this from the talk that I heard from
the men who woerk in the mines. I den't know any perticulaer person who told

wr o 770 TV T S e e Y reren & e
re this. I nlsc hcard that &lsheff wes ylu.u;ua to run Uinc A thrc'ugh the

Yine B shoft if the nminers 4id not join U.KE.G. No cne talked tc me about
Joining V.M. %..

"I had been perfectly sctisfied with P.lf. 4., but ell of the circum-
stences which I have told about sbove mnde me think that it was nccessary
for me to join the U.k.i., if I wanted to work in Mine A.

"This stotement consisting of this nnd two cther typewritten peges

hes been read to me, and I state that it is true to the best of my knowlodgs

tnd reccllection.

(=)
witneosses:
m&gents, FBI, Springfield, Ill. .
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETil

ooz s Y. <
— field, .y WES INt8rviewed a & residence on

September 16, 1943, by Special Agents

and

m This mon understands English very well, &nd oan sSpeak
nglie:n coherentlys He said he 1s willing to testify if necessary. FHe
stoted thot he hes no oriminal record.

" Bpringfield, Ill.
Septaember 16, 1943
"7 meke the following voluntary state-
ment to and whom I know tc be Spnoial Agents

of the Federal Burenu of Investigation, of my own frec will, with no threa%v.
or pronises made ma.

"I am living ot ringfield, Ill.,
tnd em working ot Mine L. I wus and oame
to the United States in I booome o citizen b iena, in

I joined tre United Mine Yorkors
was & membor of thot union until 1934, when I began working at Mine &,
and joined the Progressive Mine Workers of Lmerion. I rojoined the U.N.W.
when ell tho men &t Mine 4L did in 1941. I nevor held en office in any
union. Of the two unions, I proferred the P.M.i. & little, elthough thers
isn't o lot of differcnce botween it cnd the U.M.W. In P.MJi. meotings,
men were allowed to speak up, whilo you onn’t do it in U.M.W. meotings.

"Y hoard from somc men thot ELSHOFF hnd bought Mine 4 from
RY.N. We wondered about it, becouse I hod heard that ELSHOFF was supposed
to be broke, and wondersd how he got tho money to buy it. 4s soon aee I
hoard thnt ELSROFF had bought the mino, I felt that I would have to join
U.M.%/, to keop my job, becouse of what hed happoned ot Mine B. I wos not
contacted by anyone ebout joining the U.M.W., and I don't remember much
conversation about going U.M.VW. to avoid trouble at Mine A.

T hecrd at & P.M.i. mocting that Blshoff wans going to work
Mine . through Mine B, and had sont an entry toward Mine i from Hine B.
4t this mooting I heard a report that ELSHOFF would put ono hundrod men

in Mine L ond pull coal out through Mino B, Therc had been a comnittee
that had met with FALCETTI, and F.ICETTI mny havo told the committeo this.
I don't know where the report started. I think that this report was o
bluff on the part of ELSHOFF, end thet it ocouldn't be dona. I heard other
stories about what ELSHOFF was going to do; I can't romember them now, but

I think thoy werc all & bluff to gut tho mon to join tho U.M, 5. I don't
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RB: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET.LL

ramamhar hanrine anuvthine ahant RISHNARY savine
abo S2Y3e
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=t
that he plannsd to oper Mine A with the U.M.W,
men. There was & lot of talk in this meeting,
3 wondering what ELSHOFF going to do, but I don't
know of any committee being appointed.

"I went to a P.M.A. meeting at K. C. Hall on a Bunday aftcr-
noon. 4 big men, whose namg I don't know, oonducted the mpeting, and said
it was best for the men to stick together Rnd join the U.MM. if we wanted

sl med L O S I R R W TN s - -n
to work, and if we wantsd to avoid troubls liks Mins B had, Aftsr ths vots

to ge U.M.\,, EDMUNDSON spoke to the men, and said ho would waloome us baok.
Ke said the mine would open &5 soon &s possible, and that we wouldn't have
to pay en initietion fee. There had been sevoral meotings hst before thisz
et Progressive Hall, but I don't remember any committ,.. being appointed,

or anythmg special going on.

"Since the U.M.W. has been back at the mine, things are
about as they were under P.M.A., al‘bhough they might have boen o little
better undor F.M.h, The only reason I rejoimed U.MH.\W(. was kosp my Job

at Mine 4,

o

"The fcrogoing, oonsisting of two pages, has been read to
mo and T state it is true to the best of my kmowledge.

/+/

Witnesses:
- 22202 —TT-—.

!pec:.| al !gents, !!!

Springfield, I11."
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Ras JOM® L, IENIS, ET AL

‘ residence on September 16, 1943, by Special
reent: NI~ RN B -
understands English very well., He saild over ng ocontained in

the steterent set forth below iz true and correct, but hse deooclined

to sign the stetomont cleiming that it would be cmbarressing for him
if ho d¢id, He would not olaborato upon thie stetoments It is believed
thot his fothor who previously had rofuesed to glgn a
stetomont without tho o

pprovel of hie attornoy, hed told”not
to sign any stotomente. _doos not appecr to be @ porson of
strong churcoeter. '

The following stetomomt wre cxecutcd by —s

®Springfiold, Ill.
Soptcmber 16, 1943.

'I, moke the folloming statement froely
cnd volunterily and *w}m havo
idontificd thcmeclvoe to me ce Spceicl sgente © ¢ rogornl Buroccu of

Invcetigation. XNo thrcats or promisos hovo been mode to me o
obtcin this stctement.

*I preecently roeide ot
oyod ¢t Fino & I wos bor

I egtortod to vork ot #inc A
joincc the United Minc Vorkers, In 1932 I joincd tho Progressive ¥ino
Vorkors of Ancrioc when nll the rest of the mincre dids The ohongo
to Fuiulie madc no diffcrenec tos Howover, it s=comod to me thot the
duos in F.V.l. voro o littlc higher then they were in UlikW.

cnd om

®*] rcad in tho ncwspapors thot Elehoff hed purchesed ldno A
from br. Rycn. &t thet time I wes doing somoc orrpentor worke I mot
up tom ono doy, cnd ho csked me if I wentcd to work ot
1inc die scid thot tho minc weoe going to opon with o U.L,W. oontract,
and that if I wanted to work in ¥inc 4 I would have to join tho U.M.W,

"In the cerly foll of 1941 I did not go to eny of the union
mectings. I joinod tho U.M.VW. at the U.E.W. hccdquartere on the day
boforc I went beck to vork ot Mine i I had to work to eupport my
family, and 4f I wented to work in Kine 4 T had to join UelL™. It
rczlly mado no éiffercnoe to me to whioh union I bolonged, either the
Feilsiie or tho UsH.Ni. would hove boon O.K.

®Thc only pcr=on vho ovor tclked to mo cbout this mattor wes
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Rey JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

- SN 1 oovorhoard any other dlsoussions
onn the matter.
continued

"1 have resd this statement and state that it 1s
true to the best of ry knowledge and recollection.

- said svorything in thie statemesnt is trus, but
doclinca to gign T¥, saying that 3t would be emberraseing for him if

he 2id.
Spocial Agont, F.B.I., Springfiold, Ill.
Speelicl Agent, FeBel., Springficld, Il1,
9=16-43."
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- September 15, 1943, by Special Agents
-r_d w During the interviaw-
was rresent. 1 nd understands Enpglish well,

"] presently reside om
Sprinefield, I11,, and am employed in Mine A, was

RE: JOHEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

poecn s S 5o clc,
Illinois, was interviewed at his residence on

He was
He said that he has always preferred the

it refused to sign the statement set out below
withou: the consent anc approval of his attorney. He said he did mot
xnow the name of his attorney, but admitted that it was the attorney for
the MW, -aid that no one had told him not to cooperate with
Tederal Agents and to refuse to sign any statements. He said that he has
always declined to sign any statements. -_m‘h@wevef, said all the
facts set forth in the statement are true an at he will stick to the
truth.

friendly, but was _reticent,

"Springfield, I1l.
September 15, 1943

"I, make the following stutement freely and volun-
tarily to ang who have identified them-

selves to me &S opecial Agents Ol Lhe redersl pureau of Investigation,
No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement.

In I came to the United States and
States in Springfield, Ill., in

became & ¢i1tlZen O &

started to work in Mine A, At that time,

______ | § (LY T -~
orkers Uniom, In 1932 I joined the Progressive

"About
I was in the United Kine
Mine Workers of America with the rest of the miners, 1 went along with
the majority of the miners. Personally I would have preferred to have
UMM at Mine A because I had always liked UMW, All the time I was in PMA
1 would have preferred to be in TN,

)

"I read in the ncwspapers that Yr. Ryan had sold or transferred
his ipterest in Minc A to Mr, Elshoff, 1 d4id not have any ideas as to how
this change would affect me, I remember that I heard some of the miners
talking in town and saying that the mine was going to &sign & contract with
UMW, but I did not hsar anything about the miners having to join UMW %o
save their jobs at Mine A, :

"I did not go to any FMA meetings in the summer or fall of 154l.
I don't recall signing up with I8y, It seems to me that I merely started
to pay dues to UMW, When I went back to work at Mine A, it felt good to
be back in UL. I don't Jmow anything sbout any discussions or talks in
meetings of the unions in the summer of 194l.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH "Conditions ot Mine A now mre jJust as good under
UU! &8 they wore under PHA,

[Continued )

"I hove had this stetement consisting of this
ond ono other hondwritten page road to me, ond I etate that it ie true
to the bcst of my knowledge and recollection.

L declined to sign
mont without the con-
somt and approvnl of his attor-
ney, but ndmitted the truth of
the facts contcined herein.

;.‘I}tnes 5CB¢
6
/s/

Special Agents, e Do I.

Springfield, I1l1."
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REt+ JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

b 1inci5, was intorviowod &% his rosidenco on Boptombor 18
. 1545, by Spooial Agonts NENN--: ANNRNNNRREND
mponks end \iiirstands English vory well. Tho statamont set
or oW

Springfiold, Ils

was road to ho soid ovorything in it was truo. He do-
clinod to siin it! saying that it was agninst his polioy to sign eny kind

of o papcr. nid thet no ono hed told him not toc sign o statomont
tokon by Fodorel Agonts ond also addod that ho has not beon in any kind

of troubla.

" } Springfield, Illinois
Soptombor 18, 1943

"I moko tho following voluntary statemont to
_and whom I know to bo Spocial Agonts of tho
odarel Burecu of Investipgation, of my own froo will, with no throats or

promisgs mnde to mo.

"I am living o Sprinrfiold, Il-
end am working at Mino A.
I bogan working at Mine &4 in
tho Unitod Mino Workors at thot timo. I joinod The Progrossive Mine Workors
of Amorics in 1832, oand rojoincd tho U.M.W. in 184]l. Tho éwitoh to FPNA in
1932 mndo no difforonce to mo. I noithor favered or opposod it. I am
only interostod in making & living, and stiok with tho majority of tho men
in ocnything thoy want to do. '

linois

"I sow in tho nowspapor that RYAN had sold Mine 4 to
ELSHOFF. I hod modo up my mind thot I wantod to koop on working ot Mino &,
and if all tho men wont U.M.W., it wns oll right with mo, just so I sould
koop my job. Boocsuso of all I hud hoord of tho troudlc ot Mine B, under
ELSHOFF, I folt thot I probably wouldn't hove a job if, for any roason, I
didn't wont to join UMW, I didn't hear ony rumors ebout ELSHOFF pulling
cocl from Mine & through Mino B, or that ELSHOFF was golng to work Minc A
only with U.M.W. mon.

"I didn't go to ony mootings hold by tho P.M.A. union in
Soptombor of 1941, and don't know anything that wont on. Ko ono approcchod
moc boforo tho purchoso to join the U.MW. I signod up with tho U.M.W, at
" U.M. R, Ball. I was told to go to thoir hondguartors to sign up with thom,
S just bofors tho mino oponod. I don't romombor who told mo about it. T sow
P & lot of mon signing up thoro, ond I folt that I had to sign too, if I
:b ’ wanted to koop my job.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

NTERVIEJ{ WITH "Sinco I'vo boon working under U.M.W. agoin at Mino 4, I
hoven't noticod any groat difforonco in conditiocns at the
mino. As I said before, tho union in oontrol doosn't .

PP oom o ko wmn  damd =2~ T sl A Tan
110roncg o mo, Just 80 J OLn WOTK &BG KeOp

CONT IWUED
-l A

—mar AL
ORABR G wdlly UL

my ijo

"I hovo road tho foropoing, oomsisting of o littlo moro
thon onv poge, tnd stoto it is truo to tho bost of my knowlodgo."

stotod that ovorything ho snid in this stato-
mont is true, but doclinecd to sign.

Spacial Agonts, FBI
Springfield, Il1,"

*

- am
-
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RE: JOBN L. LEWIS, ETAL

M !pr:.ng!'!e!!, !l!!nols, Was !m—.ornl ewa! ln !s resi!enoo

on September 16, 1943, by Bpecial Agents
av ) NS Thic man nnﬂ-rntﬂhdn and spasks Bng wall

=41 A Add B mmer Al WRAAEGA W W mswE  wrasa D--"'

enough to which he is willing to do. BHe said ho has no oriminal
record.

" Bpringfield, Ill.
Beptember 16, 1943

"1 make the following voluntary
e statement to whom I know to be Special
- Arante of tha Fedars irean of Investigation, of my own fras wi 11_ with

-4
aAgents a8 Iedersl ourgiln ol ANvastlg
e

n
no force used, and no threats or promises made to me.

B

"I am living et Springfield,

Ill., and am working at Mine A, I was born

ﬁ I began working at Mine A i_ and joined the United Mine
workxers in that year. I joined the Progrefssive Mine Workers of Amerioa in
1982, and rejoined the U. M, W, in 1541, In 1832, when we switched from
U. M. Wo toP. M, A, I was in favor of the switch beocause I was not satis-
fied with the way LEVIS wae running the union. In all the tims T was a
menber of the P.M.A. I was eatisfied until toward the last, just before I
Joined U.M.%., when I grew dissatisfisd bscause the dues were too heavy.
The P.M.A., needed the same upkeep a&s the U.M.W., and didn't have the
membership to take care of the expense as well as U.M.W, Then, too, the
P.A.A, didn't have the power the U.M.W. did.

"] saw in the newspeper that ELSHOFF had bought Mine
A frmn RYAN. It was a surpriss to me, and I didn't think it would affect

the mine would have to be workad, and if we naver struak

hanavioa
l.u.: JUU, Uuunuuv WY ML T W M AW e L) oF -4 10}

together, we'd be the ones to work the mine. Ho one talked to me &bout
joining the U.M.W, previous to that time. I heard, from some of the
other men, that ELSHOFF might operate Mine A through Mine B. I heard
that he might be doing this to save the overhead of two shafts, and I
knew that both mines oould be operated out of the same shaft. I don't
know if this rumor was spread for & bluff, to get men to join the U.M.W.,
or not. I also heard about this time, that ELSHOFF would operate Mine A

under a U.M.W, oontraot, which he had already signed. I thought this might
....... Imaw of 21l ths trouble they had had at Mine B. and that

T
DB BU' UUDBHBB A BRILTVW Wi AL WV W 2R BT SSssT Fy T

ELSHOFF had U.M.W, at Mine B.

"Shortly after I heard these stories, because I needed
a job, I went to Mine B for & job, The bosses there told me to hang
on for & while, that Mine A would open up in ten days or ao. I knew
cne of the busses at Mine B, but I don't remember if he was
the one that told me this or not.

”
¥

B
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RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ETAL

NTERVIEW ¥ "I went to only one P.M.A. meeting during this time,
# and that was held at the Elks Club, -on a Sunday.
(CONT INGED The meeting was for the purpose of trying to de

what the men would do. There were some P.M.A. officials there and
nd some other men did most of the talking., A chairman was elec
for the meeting, and tellers were also elected. put the questions
to the men, whether they wanted to go U.M.W., or stay P.M.A, He said that
all the men would go the way the majority went. Ballots wore prepared,
there was 8 sesret vote, each man putting his ohoice on & piece of paper,
and when the votes wers counted, we were told that the U.MW. had a

ma jority. After the vote was announced, somoone suggested that EDMUNDSON
be invited to come over. He oame over and sald that he was glad &ll the
men were back togsther agair, that there had been a lot of troubls, bdut
that was all ended now. Before the vote, in telking to the men around
there, it socmed to me that most of the mon seemsd to favor the U.M.W.,
and to got it over with.

"Since thet time, there hasn't becn much difference
under the U.M.W., from what it was under the P.M.A., except that thore's
possibly less wrangling.

"I have read tho forogoing, oonsisting of about three
peges, and staoted that it is true &s woll as I ocan romembor.

/+/ R

Specicl hgonts, FBI
Springficld, I11,"
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C O
RE: JOHN L. LEJIS,ETAL.

T e
— inois, was interviewed &t his residence on
Scptember 17, 1943, by Special ixgentsmm
m speaks, rcads, and undersands &
sulliclent'y vell to testify. He said he is willing to testify. He claimed
to hove no zrizinal record,
The following signed statement was obtainecd fromﬁ

"Springfield, Ill.
Septeuber 17, 1943

T

ake the following voluntary statecent to

an whorm I know to bz Special #gents of the
ederal Bureau of Investigation, of my own frec will, with no threats or
proniscs nade to me,.

Springfield, T11,

and an working
and

T an living g
at Panther Creek line
cane to the United States

in I was naturalized 1 pringfield,
I was a nember of a union and when I came tc this country in- 1
was switched to the United dine Workers. 1 joined the Progressive Mine

workers of anerj i I was working at Peabody ¥ine No. 57. InF
or of the Peabody Local, I .ave never rejolns. ..
the n .uugus €gan 'ﬁorking at line A, and worked there until

1 LY ~ors - -~ -~
npx il of .L‘;f,....l., when the dine closed down., T didn't g0 back when it epGﬂGd up

that fall, because I didn't want to change fron P.K.A. to U M.W. In all the
tinc I was in the P.M.a., I was entirely satisfied with thc union, and was in
favor of the original switech fron U.MW. to P.}.a. in 1932,

was born

"T read in the paper that Elshoff had bought Mine & from Ryan. After
hearing what hal gone on at Mine © in the switch froo P.M.i. to UM W., I °
felt that the same thing might happen at Mine 4, I felt, when I saw the notice
of the sale, that I wouldn't have a job unless T joined the U.M.N, Aftep I

saw this notice in the paper, although I was ncver approached by arnyone to-

join the U,M,W., I heard that the U.M.T. was circulating a petition to get'a’
m2i9rity at the mine. I don't know how I heard this, for no one came to ne with
eny such petition. Therc were several rumors circulating about this time, one

- S to the effect that Elshoff wonld work Mine * through Mine B, another that he

o would operate the mine only with U,M,/. men. These runors just added to the’
oo feeling I had that I no longer had a job, beczuse I would never join the UMY,

nifter Elshoff bought the mine, I went to a regular P.H.A, peeting, held

at Frogrcssive Hall. at which ueetins there was a discussion about joining the

U7, T think. Bvos chairan of this moeting,  (EENNRNRY=nd ol
? nan* had a 1ot o say in the discussion, and favored a switch to the
‘ ' U.M.4. Some nen, whose nanes I can't reucember, spoke in favor of the PM.A.,
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RE: JOHN L. LEZIS, ET AL

INTERVIE ;: WITH but nothing was decided at this mecting, as to what
the future actlion of the men would be, I don't re-
(continued penber anything beiny said or done about a committee

bein: appointed to see Elshoff at this mecting.
An>ther mceting was schedulerd for the followin: Sunday, at 2 neutral place.
I didn't ;0 to this planned neetin., or amy others at s.ll.

; T

T

nt back to Mine &, but I hoard that 8 one of the men wWere

ent back to 4, but of th

becat up therc. I don't know whe told me, or who the nen were. I also heard

thath and eome of the others from Mine © were doin; the beating.

I don't know anything more about this. Cn a Tueaday after the Sunday meeting
- nentioned above, which I did not attend, at which all tze men switched to U,

' Nty * who had been on the P.M.A. Pit Committec, met ne on the

street and told Lie that the next dsy was the last day men could Join UM%,

anl _o back to work, and thot I'd better join up U.M,!. with the rest of the

men., He diin't threaten pe in any way.

BT nover w
- I W

"I have read the fureioin-, consisting of two pages, and state that it
is true to the best "of uy knowled e M

P o —

, ®pecial a 2nt, F.B,I., Sprin field, Ill,
Special a_cnt, FBI, Springfield, I1l."
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET AL.

INTERVIES TITH as interviewsd by Bpscial hgents q
_ and &lthough as sincere an
cocperative he had no information of value to;jpstant

case, There is set forth below the signed statement executed by-

“"Srringfield, Illinols

September 15, 1943
make the following voluntary statement to
both of whom I know to be Speociml Agents in

"I
—
eral Bureau cl investigation. No threats or promises have been made

tc me tc induce me to make a stetenent,
I ceme to the U.S. in‘

ceme b&ck from tm U.s- m-

I now werk ot Mine & end reside & I started mining in
and joined U.K.w. at thet time. In » when the State went Pro-
gressive, 1 joined P.k.A. and st that time I was working et Peabody #53.

I start.’ at Mine A in 1935 end was satisfied with P.K.A.

Wiine & closed down in the sprins of 194) and in August of that
year, I daid

not come cut until Uctober &, « when I came back Mine & had gocne United
Kine worker, My wife had sent me a card and I signed it while I was at
which was the way 1 joined U.E.%. I don't know what happened
wnile 1 was away, oxcept that ths mine was sold and the men joined U.M.w.

It doesn't make any difference to me which union I belong to. The above
statement was read to me by, end it is true and correct,

/s/

T

"] was born
end beceme & U.S. citizen in

WitneBsed:

U.SI Dept. of Justice.

4
y



-
-

e

¢ - 0

RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, BTAL

INTERVIE. WITH Springfiold, Illinois, wns ;n-

__ torviowod at his rosidonoo on Soptomber 18, 1943 3
Spooinl Asonts M ond
undorstonds and spooks English s ciontly woll to tostify. ) tomen

sot forth bolow was read toc him, gud he statod thot overything in it is truo,
Howovor, ho doclinod to sign it. said that no ono had told him net,

to eirn any stotomont piven by him to Fodoral Agonts. Ho said ho hos no
oriminal record, g

" Soptombor 18, 1943
Springfield, Illinois

"I moko the following voluntary stotomont to
—md whem I knew tc bo Spocinl Agonts of tho
Fedorcl Buroau of Invostip;otion, of my own froo will, with no throots of

promi sos medo mo.

"I on living at
en working ot Mino 4. I was born
tho Unitod Statos in I booamo & citizon 1n irtuo of having

sarvod in tho wWorld Wer. I bogan working at Mino A in hoaving boon-
o mombor of tho U.M.W. sino* I joinod tho Progrossive Mino Workors
na 4 switchod ovor., I rojolnod tho T.M.NW. -

in 1932, whon all tho mon at
in 1841.

"In tho surmor of 1941, I wus working 1nq
and didn't soo enything in tho popars o.bout tho salo of Mine 4. I di

know anything a about it boing scld, or mnything obout it, until ono day, .
sorio men, whoso name I ocn't romombor, told me thero wns going to bo o . e
mooting of all tho mon at tho Elks Club., I didn't lmow the purposo cof tho
neoting, until I got thoro. prosidod at tho mooting, and tho
discussicn wos whothor tc join The U.M.n. or not. I wos in tho back of ‘¢ho
room, and didn't pay much attontion to what wos going on. I don't remembar
who put tho quosticn of P.M.h. or U.M.W,. to the mon, and don't romomber rho
took port in the discussion. I votod to join the U.M.H, at that nooting,
boccuse everycno soomod to bo in faver of it, and not for any particuleg: -
roason. It doosnft meko any difforonse to mo whioh union is in, and °
conditimns havo boon Just about tho samo a# tho mine undor U.M.W. that tboy :
woro undor P.M.4. . .

"This statomont has boon recd to mo, ond I atato it :\.-
to tho bost of my knowlodgo.
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REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INMTZRVIEN VWITH Psmtod that ovorything in this statomont is
uc, but doclined to eign 14,
CNT INUED D Sy ooicl Lgont, Bpringfiold, Ill.

pocicl Agont, FBI, Bpringfiold, I11.%
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-’ RE: JOHN L. LE.JIS, ET AL

’

: 5 W TTH On Se
il -
- at his
this intcrview advised he has no cr
entircly conperative but Jid nit appear to have a very _ood knowled:e of
pertinent nstter., He is above avera ¢ in intclli ence for a miner. It is
felt that in the event he is ealle? as o witness he will be only fair.

- ave the followin  si ned statcients

a Sprin TiclC, .

Sept. 18, 1943

" wive the followin,: inforration NGNS
why arc known to ne to be Special & ents of the
F.B.1l. ) Ca1s ur promises have been made me to get re to lve this

stetement., I an workin: at ninc &4 85 2 driver, T have been there about
years. I was born I have becn &
¢citizcn since abat

n1 was— on vacation when the switch from UMT t~ PMA was
maie when I cane back 1 joined Pi. .ihilc the PMA was our union I was
satisfied with thew. .

1 43 Special #.cnts
interviewed

w. hen Elshoff bought Mine # T ot a letter tellin: ne of this., ‘éhen
I o5t this I talked with the others and we all felt there was nothin . to
d> but ;> to U, K. V., because flshoff had teken th: mine over & if wo didn't
join over therce woulld be n: job for us. At the time Elshoff took over
Mine “i" a couple »f fcllows from P.M.A, came to sec ne and said they would
help us if we stzyed out & I diidn't join ULM., No one fron U K 50 cane to
see nc. I heard that “lshoff i ht take the cozl from Mine "a® through
Mine "B" if we didn't join U.M..w, I don't rccall hearin, that Elghoff
wouldl keep mine # closed if we didn't join U.K.., but what I heard amounted
to the same thin.,, Fron heirin . thesc thin s I felt I would have to join
V.M,¢, if I wanted to ;o back to Mine mAM to wirk,

%I attendel = spceial meetin. at P.M.AL. hall where they had sone .
ar-ument anc a fi ht down stairs. The P.},i. wen wanted to decide what
we ¢coull d» absut _ettin, the minc vpened but the officers wouldn't let .us
and the mectin: was cloised. I fecel the P,M.i. officers should have let
the men have a chance to tolk all they toll us was to stey at anl not o
back. *he pen tricd to appoint a comittee to see what could be donc but
the »fficers wouldn't let thom.

"I attenied a neetin’ at the Reduans Holl this was to see if they could
set a najority, ensush 4i4 n:t show up 8- they bad a peetin  at the Elks Clnwu.
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RE: JOHN L. LE.iIS, ET AL

INTERVIEL, ITH They then decided tu hold & nectin: at the Elks Club.
I think both of these were advertised in the paper. At
continue the Elks Club ncetin;; the men decided to 2n on buzek to

am e mn

U.M,7. 50 there would not be any trouble likc at Mine ®pH,
? wes in char.e of the neetin: e had a standin: vate to
Zceide whather or not t3 ;o back to UM, and all of wus voted for it. I

voted for U.lL',. boecause I wanted to o boek to work. Ednundson cane over
befor. it was over and gave a tclk. He said the men should all be back in
U.X.5. and weleoned us bock., Ve si ned up for UMY, riht there that day.
I was n-t on any comdttee at this time. I dii not 0 t5 Elshoff's or
Bdmundson's office after the meetin .

wee the return of UMW, in
L ]

b ] -~
L C a
sanac as under P.M.a. It nakes no difference to we which Uni 'n we have,

D
3
2
[
"m
14}
cr
:

"] have had . ,ent’ read this 3 pa, e stateuent t> me and it is all
truc and correct to the best -f ry knowled 'e and is as T have told it to
the Arents. I an si nin, this »f iy own frec will,."

/+/ ———

NMe oo

“Tand Wl
!pcclla! g cnt i|B.I.

.1

L. . } L]
St. Pcul, Minn,"

Sprin field, Il1,
Sept. 18, 1943
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Re: JOWN L. LEwIS, ET AL,

IN TERVIEW WITH * Springfield, Illinois,
| was interviewed at Septembe
. 1943 by Special Agentsw andﬂ‘
speaks and wnderstands &nglish ve ell and will teSVify
1! necessary. e stated he has no ecriminal record. He furnished the fol-
lowing signe? statement.

"September 14, 1943.
Springfield, I1l,

the followirz statement freely and
VOluntarlly who have iden-
tified themseles to me as g e ederal Bureau
roml

of Tnquf1vat1nn- No threats ve been made to me to

m
[t ]
V]
iﬁT

obtain th:.s statement,

"I presently resi

ates citizen in Springfield, Ill., in

"1 begar to work in line/abou and quit working there
in 1942, Before 1932 I was a member of the United line Aorkers,
but I never was an officer of that union or any other union. In
1932 I was in faver of the switch from U.¥.W. to the lrogressive.
Mire sorkers of america, I thought the P,M.A, would be a better
unior., After 1932 I was satisfied with P.M.A. and 1 warted nothing
to do with U,¥.n,

"as I recall the purchase of dine A by Elshoff was announced
in the newspapers, The change in maragement in ifire A did not bother
me. I did not think it would affect me or my job. Conditions between
P.l'.A. 2nd ¥r, Lyzn always had been 0,K,

"o one ever asked me to Join the U,M.%. prior to the pur-
chase of =ine A by blshoff., When Elshoff bought the mine, I had the
idea that he would try to change the union there because L had heard
of the trouble at kine 5 between the maragement and F,}.A, ard I also
hzard that zlshoff favored U.M.».

"] heard rmors that &lshoff was going to work kine A through
Hine B, I believe that this was being talked about to force iZEne A
- men to join the U,l...; this was the pressure being used on the
L miners in }ine A, I never heard any talk that Elshoff would open Hine A
; only if the miners switched to U.il,W, shen I heard that klshoff bought
¥ine A, 1 believed that sooner or later the miners in Mine 4 wpuld
b have to join U.M.%. to work in the mine, I had this idea because of
] . the trouble that had occurred at wzine », ard because of Zlshoff's
; general reuption of being pro U,M.,
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Re: JOHN L. LE4IS, ET AL.

INTERVIE, «ITH "] wert to quite a few P.M,A, meetings, and went
to the ore at P,M.A. hall in Peptember 1941, which was
ontinucsgd a regular meeting, I did not go to any of the meet-

ings in the 2lks Club or Fedman's Hall, and did not
krow anythirng about them until after they happened., I don't remember
ior

any special n meetirngs about. that time.,

"t & s T Wl

"I was rot elected to any committees to meet with the manage-
ment of Yine 4, I did not hear anything about U.L.s. organizers or talk
abvout joining U.L.W. I heard that a committee of miners contacted

Llshoff, but 4 did not hear their report, and + don't know the results of
their meeting.

"after Elshoff purchased Mine A, I went back to work without
signing up with U.E. vwas president of the U.M.#. local at
wxine A, and he told my brothir Tt Lf I did not join U.M.dW. I could not
Work any more in Xine A. after working about six months at :.Eine & wder
=lshoff's management, I quit. I dAd not want to work uhder U.M.w, I

don 't remember whethe talked to me before or after U,M,7. signed
T1 ehn'f"f‘ -

~
= \.-U-l- a4 \'U ".I. Mid dideind biVidh A oa

"I d1d rot go to the meeting when the miners voted to join
U.¥%.+. I never did rejoin that Union. I did not take an active part in
union affairs and did not knov what went on in union meetings. After
I went back to work in iine 4 I paid dues to U,M.7.. because they were
checked off my pay. I rever did sign a U,M,s. membership card,

#l have read this statement cornsistirg of this and one
other typewritten page and state that it is true to the best of my

knowledge and recollection.
/
fof M1al ent, FBI, Sprirgfield, I11.
Sho e TnT [« R S n

N cial agent, FBI, Springfield, Ill.*
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTPRVIEW VITH On September 13, 1943 Special Agents
and

Street, Springfield inois. During the course o
was observcd that * did not appear to be too bright or reliable,
but he did, hcowever, iry to be cooperative to the best of his ability,

It is not believed that

would make a reliable witness.

The following signed statement was procured from -

Springzfield, !!

Sept. 13, 1943

it give the following statement to-
0 are known to me to be Special fgents
o e F.B.I. No threzis or promises have been made me to procure this

statement.

"I was born I came to the U.S. in
—and became a citizen aro I am nov: working at tmm
Cey, have been therc for about 4 months. For the past 12 yrs. ve

at Minc 4 off and on. I was a digger and driver at Minc "A®. I gquit because
I couldn't mzkec a living there. When in 1932 i
to P.M.i. it the time of the swite

o P.l.i. I was in favor o d .the P.M..e union from 1932

s. Thile we
to 1941, ' -

] first hcard that Elshoff had bought liinc ™.i" through reading
of it in the peper. 1 was not glad of this at the time. When the ming -
opcned a man who wanted to go back to work could, but the Co. didn't
care vhether he did or not. I_ you wanted to work there you had to be a
member of U.M.T. The excuse they gave for this was that it was the same Co.
operating both Mine ",% & "B" and they touldn't have a contract with both
uron, Mo Co. or Union official told us this_#e Just heard this talk and
felt that it must be the situation. I never had any kick when the P.M.A.
s was handling the relationship at mine A. Before the Elks Club meeting a
Ty couple of men came to see me about joining over to the U.M.W. I domt
know who they were. I wnet to one meeting that was the one at the Elks
Club vhere they voted to switch over. I heard that Elshoff might operate
ine 4 through the line B shaft & at that time, I guess it could have been
donc. I didn't pay much attention to this however. ’

P

%] read about the meeting to be held at the Elks through

rs
rd
e
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

TITERYIED tre papers. [N - .ot
time., The understanding of the men at this meeting
continue was that if we didn't get mine "A" opened and go back

- to work there we wouldn't have any work and the only
way we could got to go back to Mine "A" was as U,U.W. Ray Edmundson, talked
to us at this mecting and assured us that our rights would be fully protected.
It was the understanding then that if we went back as a group we wouldn't
have to pay any iniztion fec. There was a standing vote at the meeting and
most of them voted to join U.M.W. and get back to work. I did not belong to
any committees appoimted at this time. I voted to go U.MK.T, because there
was nothing elsc I could do at that time if I wanted my job at Mine A",

It was our feeling that if wc didn't go U.U.W. there would be the same sort
of trouble there that they had had at mine #B", I did not go to Edwundsons
office or the leland Hotel the night of the meeting. There were cards at
this meeting and wo signed up right there, The mine opened shortly after
this neeting. I did hear thet Elshoffl didn't have any money, but I dont
knov how he got the moncy to buy }ine "AY,

"Sincc 1941 under the U.U,W. the dues I believe have gone up
over what thcy vere under the FP.L.A.

nI have read this statenent vhich is written on this and 2 other
pages, it is the truth so far as I know and is as I hava told it to the
F.B.I. Arent. I an signing this statemcnt of my own free wills -

- div y .UB-I! (hllfh)
Sprlngfield I11
Scpt. 13, 1943"

- 266 =



PR — -
e et e
.

RD: JOEN L. LEJIS, BT AL

INT RVIZ " WITH -On Septorber 18, 1943 Special 4 en '
anl inte

a s honc,
alvised that he was not 2 citizen of V. S.

_ mad an excellent reccllection of pertinent events and
if it werc not for the fact he is an alien with—he would
nake a fine witness. Hc was n-st friendly and entlrcly cooperative at the
tine »f this interview.

_ gave the f.llowin; si.ped statcusente

Sept. 1.8, 1943

el 15 i, -
vih 4 e \nn e o T oo +\ hn q*%n'ln'l 22 nts af

4/ RRd L Enib /WL L

A ' !
the F.B,I. N threats .r pr.onises have been mzle tu procure this statcment.

I canc to the U.5, when I was
ch ut I 20 nw applyin; for ry citizenship papers. 1
wrked : 0 31 to nbat July 1942 as a di cr. I have nw
becn back since abhut Feb. or March. I went over to PLM.A. in 1932 at
the tinc I didn't knwi much a2bosut 1t 8> 1 just went alon: with the rest.
I ha” 1little proferance at the timc. I real in 1941 about Elshoff buyin:
¥ine BA%, It qidn'i make any difference wh> owned the Mine I was just
worrlerin® vhen it would rcopen. I was always sctisfiec with the way PuM.J.
naniled thin _s at Minc ®a", At the time “1sh ff bouht Minc " I was not
approzchel cbout , oin; to UMW, I heard rumors that “lshoff mi. ht operate
min: A thru Mine B, I felt I wall be ut :f a job, that he woull necha-
nise then an’ make e mine »ut of § hear® run>rs that ~lshoIT would
only operate nine A as a U.U..i. nine L*tol us that he would
sce Elsh.ff about this at the last P.M.4A. neetin:. »hen I heard about
this I felt that if I eould . et ancther job I would never .» back,
s:rt of appointei hinsclf to sec Elshoff. At one »f the last P,M.4. Doet~
in s there was a £fi ht or scuffle. I heard of the meetin at Rednans Hall
I heard of the meetin  at the
" ub but Jidn't ¢ there, wos nol & penber of any cormittes and X
dd nat o to Elsh:ffs >ffice or Ed:m:tlsons after the Elks meetin , I
jiner the U.M.. at the Miners Bld, on the 7th flsor. *hey had a majority 2ul
: ﬂy formed a loeal and there was nothing for us to dv but si n up.
; vas there ani he t91-! us w¢ noed not worry about any picket or any-
his ncetin  was hell t5 :1ive us a last chznee to v aver to U.K.W.

nT was brn

s
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]Gt JOHN L' IJE:J.IS, ET “LL

[
INTERVIE | befre the mine spened. The nine was ;oin: to open as
U.M.W. and you had to sign up if you wanted to work.
continued) Now things under U.K.W, are Just about like they were

under P.M,A. At first it was pretty tough but it is
about the same now. I have read this 2 pape statement and it is all true to
the best «f .iy knowledge & belief, T am signing it of my own free will.®

/s/
.

o

15—
RN $ soire.. DL
T Lo, r.o.1. Sept. 18, 1943

St. Paul, ¥Minn."
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INT iii l if! WITH

RE: JOBN L. LEWIS, ET AL

LT Nl1s nome,

Springfield, nois. A%t tho time of this i.n!erv!ew, E
ndvised that he had no criminel rocord. Hms friendly ond ene
tircly cocporative, hc scomod to hove & falr knowledge of pertinont matters
but had & goud decl of trouble expressing himself in English. 1In the ovent

it is decmed advisable to e¢ull him ns a witness, it is felt he will be en-
tirely willing and will meke a falr witness.

-uve the following signod stetemont:

Springfield, Ill.
Sopt. 18, 1943.

"1 am giving this information to
wvho hcve identified thomselvos as bsing Specin on
¢ Fe Be 1o No threets or promises have been mede mo to give this infor-

so1 /BL.rE QED, i om ot Mins 4 yet & startsd
ub:\ﬁ ee & diggore In 193! ! c!angl e! ovor to P. H. A. a8 ovorybody
wont over & thero woro bectter conditions & no argumonte or fights., I
hcard from other mon that Bill Ryan s0ld Minc A & also hoord thaot Mine A
would stoy shut down & that they would tcko conl out of Mine A thru Mine B.
I went out to Mine 4 & st & he 8aid I should wait o while & that
the mine might re-opon os I wontc goet my mining poper from hime. Severanl
men, *t:nd anothor mon told me that at 1 o'clock the following
zy there woula o moeting ct Rodmen's BHell. elso said to mo that
he hed seen Elshoff who said that i1f thoy wont over vo Us Ne We ho would ro=
open Mino A othorwise hc would let it shut down, wos with
who is Whon I saw I believe
intsmuch as ! wasn't working I told him T would o U, He He if the
othere did., I wont to meoting ot Redmun Hnll & 8 in chargo &
he told us that on Sunday thoro would be o mecting ot tho Eik's Clud., I
did not nttond the meetings et P. M. A, Hell regarding this matter. I wont
to Elk's Club meeting too & srw Edmundson & 4 other mon but I don't know
when thoy cemo. startod tho whole busineses at tho Elk's Club.
Yie had e standing voute & so did I as I felt if I didn't thgy would throw
us out. I did not wunt to go back to U, M, W, but I had to otherwise 1
would not have & job & I did not wont to sec any trouble. ¥Now et Kino A we
get docked & novor know why but under P, M, As we woro told & thenwe hed
Pit Cormittec but now under U. M. H. Just sbout § or 6 mon run the whob
local & we miners don't have o thing to sry cny more. It nover wos like
this under P, M. A. At thu Elks Club Edmundson snid if we signod up then

"4t wouldn't cost anything but if wo signod up lotor it would cost us $10.00

or moro & he nlsc suid he would gumrantes that Mine A would reo-open in & fow
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RE: JOEW L. LEJIS. ET AL

IMERVIET WITH days so we 61l signed up curds there. I
signod up to get & job & not becausc I liked
U. M, 7. but I noedod work., I nover belonged
: to a comitteo then & I did not go to £flce
of Ellsheff or Edrundscn. I wont home & thon wont to work at Mins A even
tho it wh: i. K. Vi. Things wcroe better under P. M. A« than under U, M. W.
Tho men don’s have ruch to sty now amy more. I have had Agent road
tc mc this (3) throc poge stotoment & it is truc & correct to tho best of
my knowledge & I have signed it of my own frec will.

+/ A

Lent inuod,

Miitnosses:

/</
Srecizl Argont F. B. 1.

/S/H
pceicd) Lgint, Yo Be I

$t., Prul, Minn.
Springficld, Ill.

P b1
Supf- 16. Lg‘iE-“

- 280 -



[N
I
£
t

Re: JOHN L. LE«IS, ETAL.

INTERVIE. WITH The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents
and JNINNIINN - ¢ Svringficld, Illinois
on Se Lemoar -..5; —943= N

at Springfield, Illinolis, Agents
interviewew of * as _he was
unable to understand or speak the English language. ¢ advised _
has never been arrested in his life and it is felt he would make a very poor
witness es he did not seem to know much sbout the pertinent period and if he
is to be a witness end interpreter would have to be obtained for him.

(R ———

!
Agents obtained the following statement ir’hic‘nw
signed fo_ as she said he can't write. This statemcnt 1s a

follows: -

I
gpnlng!a.le!m, i

Sept. 15, 1943
n7. IR -ive the following information to__

o have laentified themselves es being Special Agents of
has acted as interpreter for me, I was born in
come to U.S, about & became a citiszen in

or years & I quit in Jan. 1942 as I got sick.

worke
1932 everybody joined over to P.EK.A. so I did too. It never made any

differcnce to what union I belonged. In 1941 everybody else joined over to

UL, so I did too & I never was threatened or forced to sign up. I had not
been told by anyone that Mine A would be &losed if it didn't go over to U.MK.W.
I heard that Kinc i might be kept closed & opcned thru Kine B, To me one
union was just like another and I didn't care which one was there, I went to
onz meeting on @ Sunday & we voted over then & raised our hands but I didn't

sign anything then,

m' (SW-
Special agent, F.B.I.

=-r

Spece Agte FoBoIs (Milw)

Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 15, 1943.
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REB: Jomw . rawiS, BTAL , ie

INTERVIEW WITH At I1linois, Spooinl Agonts
R - intor riamod
on Scp or 17, 1943. Ho stated ho hod novor

arrostod in his lifo. It was notod that ho is o rather intelligont porson and
answorod ths quostions in o olear tono of voica. Ho socoms to know what wont
em ot the m.~.os and ho appoarod to bo honest nnd wvory cooporative. It 4s felt
that ho wouiu moko & very good witness if his tostimony woro nocossary. :

Tondemorerd evard o0 o
debd WASL ¥ LW A,

Sopt. 17, 1943
" give the following informotion to
o hovo idontifiod thamsolvos s Spocial Agants
of tho + No romisos hove boon mado to mo to givo this in-
A —

T™ -~
dids BD W

&

P>
oa
<o
2]

statononts

JRp———y T o e ar o -

formation., I am mow omployod O p
diggor for msbout a yoor. I quit Mino A thon & had workod thero abou
yoars. I wos born in In 1832 I Joino
PHi as all the rost did. miko an difforonco to mo which union wag
thore & I nover had ony trouble boforo or aftor 1932 with elthor UMV or PMi.
I hoard it from othors & from papors thot ELSHOFF bot Mino A, I was almost
suro thoro would bo o ochanzo thoro & that I would havo to go book to UM
bocauso ELSHOFF had Mino B and hod so much troublo beforo at Mino B, I
don't worry so it didn't bothor mo 4f I wont back o dig coal or not but I
wos anxious to got baock tc werk then. No cno saw me personclly ubout Jeining
ovor tc UK. Thoro was o lot of tall that BLSHOFF might toko oonl from Mine
L thru Mino B & I folt 44 could havo boon done thon. I honrd thot EDMUNDSEN
told & ocormittoo or somo mom that ELSHOFF seid if thoy wont to UM ho would
opon Mino 4 a% onoo, othorwisc ho was going to toka econl out thru Mino B :
end thot our PMA local would havo to join ovor to UMY & thon I folt ELSHOFF
would cut thru from 4 €0 B. I w ont baok to UMV boosuse tho local & mn jority
votod to go bock so thoy would not havo to starvoe during tho winter. I ate
tondod about 3 mootings thon. At-tho Blk's Club & Rodmun Hall & PMh, }Z"ms
at tho mootings at tho FMA. I roocall it was a spocial mooting & I hoard about
it from othor mon. Somothing hopponod thoro that might. B8owo committoq wos
sont out & I hoord soms mon jumpod on tho ocommittoe & I did not see it, Thie
committoo did not soo anyono to my rocollootion. I undorstond it woe o *-

el wnTTad mandef omm rammtn Amd Awrmue Tws DI APOL ad Y Mo Al ol e
VNMALE Vel UMW LRIV Wl LLE, u: wWad i GBLUGG OVOT WY ik Viidi4WikkibDe AV UUVLBRAVLLE

woro ronchod thon to my roocllootion. I also hourd of mooting at Rodman mi_l
frem othor minors & I dontt kmow why it wos hold thoro. Tho looal offiecials”
prosided ovor it, too. I don't bolicvo EDMUNDSON woas thoro to my rocollootion.
Evarybody wos tonlking thoro. At PUL mooting soio PMA offiolnl said wo cught
to stay & fisght. Lt Rodman Hnll I just don't roeonll what wos said anymore.
Thoy scid thoy wore going to havo anothor mooting lator. I wont to o mooting
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RE: J0HN L. LEWIB, ETAL

INTERVIE. WITH at Elks Club on o Sunday aftornoon. Wo voted to go
ck to UMA by o standing voto. All votod to go
ONTINUD bock undor tho cirocumstoncos. sdn 7.0
‘ oharzo of tho mooting & he told us tho

quosticn v==. It wos eithor 4o go back to UMY or to piokot Mino 4 & thon
ELSHOFF w.o'. toko ooal from Mino A 4thru Mino B. Somoonoe got EDMUNDSON thon,
too, & ho wos 4horo. Sovoral mon como in with EDMUNDSON. EDMUNDSON tnlkod
to us & snid what thoy would do & that ha would soo that Mino 4 would ro-
opon & thot thoy oould have thoir owm looal & officors. I think wo signed wp
that aftornoon ovor tc M. 1 did not cttond any mooting at EDMUNDSONS or
ELSHOFFS offioo. I oould not soo eny difforenco butwocn UMT & PMA oxoept
thot tho dock boss got strictor but duos wero nbout the samo. I avver had
ony complaint apgeinst Pi: 8t ony timo & thoy handlod trirss smoothly whilo
ct Mino A. Wo mon wont back tc UM tc koop off picket linos & boocnuso thoy
noodod jobs & did net want to soc things happon o~ Mino 4 as thoy did at
Mino B whon all tho troublo was thoroe. I have had Agon otad to me
this throo (3) paro statoment & it is truc & corroot to the Dest of my imow-

lodgo. 1 am signing this of my own freo will.

signod [ ENEENENER
Imitnossosz ’
paci sant,

st., Paul, Minn.

!pocm! ngcn!, AI'!BI

Springficld, Ill.
Sopt. 17, 1943"
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY ' The follbwing investigetion wes ocnducted by
ool s R~ RO
-at BSpringfield, 8, On 56

18, 1843,

4% his residence = pringfield, Illinois -~
Agents inte. riewed wno advised he h&s no criminal record.
It was noted that he very cooperative, end he expressed himeelf rather

good, oven though he is an elderly man, and he seemed to have e good knowledge
of whet went on. It is f8lt thet he would meke o fair witness.

Agents obtained from him the following signed s tatement:

I llpringfield, Ill.

V]

Sopt. 18, 1943

"1 give the following information to P
Bcnd who are known to be to be Specicl hgonte o e
» No thrects or promises have beon made me to get me to do this.
" gon £t Mine A since 1928 es o digger. I wms born in
I becamo 8 citizen aobout -

In 1932 whenwe chonged from U, M. ¥. to P. M, &, I jolined the
P. ¥. A, Pocouss everybody else did. I Joined because if I wanted to stay
¢t Minc 4 ané work I hed %o join. 1 don't care much which union we have
howover the Progressives were e little bit worse, thay would fine you and
not tell you why.

"ithen Ele hoff took over Mine A I got & letter from Ryen telling
me of this. I clso read of it in the paper. I heard that Elshoff wcs
going to teke the conl from Mine A through Mine B, if t hie happened we Mine
4 men would be out of a job. No one camo to see mo about going beck to U,
¥e. Wa I hsard he wos just going to run one mine with U, ¥.li, men. I
didn't much care sbout this I felt I could get a job some pleace.

"I attended & meeting ct the P. M, 4., there they discussed whe-
ther we were going to fight to stey Progressive like they hud at Mine B or
whether we would go over to U, M. ‘Il. and not have to fight. The P, M, &A. .
officers would let the men talk if they ttlked their woy but if they didn's
they would not let them trlk. They had o committee which reported that ‘
Elshoff hnd snid he would opern the XKine with U. M. W. othorwise ho would
laave it shut dovm. I didn't see cny fights I hesrd ebout then.

"He had o moeting tt the Redman's Hull 4o seg whrt we were going
to do, this wts to see whut Elshoff wos going to do. vas in
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW charge of this meeting he told us that Elshoff
had said if we signed up with U, M. ¥, he would
ontinued open the mine but he wasn't going to open it ,

with P. M. &

"The mesting 8t Blks Cludb was clsc in charge ofq this was to
gee whot we were poing to do, they geve us papers to sign up lor the U. M,
W. end ell izere but 26 signed. Edmundson came over after we had signed up
with U, M, ¥, He said he was glad we had come back sc there would be no
trouble., He told us we would not heve to pay sny initiation fee. 1 « gned
up that afternoon. I signed up with U. M, %W, becouse I liked them better
because they are sll over the U. S. and Canndu., The Progressives are only
6 amnll orgonization and they can't push enything.

"] wos not on any committee in connection with the Union switch.
I did not go to the office of Edmundson or Elsghoff ofter this meeting. Con-
ditions ot Mine A are very good and the scme as they always were.

"I have hcd Agent rend to me this 3 page handwritten state~
ment and it is all true nnd correct to the best of my knowledg. I amsign~
ing this stotemsnt of my own froe will. .

*ssgrec NN,

"#itnessed:

/-

) ecinl] A ont F. B, I.

/ —
pecia gent, r« Be 1o

5t. Pﬂul' Minn.

"Springfield, Il1,
Sept. 16, 1943."
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nes JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIET WITH The following investigation was conducted by
N o oot G-
- t Springtield, 8 on Seplem
nts went to the residence of W
Springfield, Tllinois an” he acvise o

nstant investigation but had nothing to cay about it as he did not know a
thing about it, and he denied that anyone told him not to say anything.

He was interrogated by Agents and shorthand notes were taken
y kgent ich are being retained in the exhibit eactlon of this

sc. He advised agernts he has beon at Uine A about
ars, that he is on the top, doesnft asscciate with tW
is a dock boss., He further said he is a citizen of the United States
and was born in He s2id he has not been con~
tacted by anyone 1n regard to this investigation and that he did not know
a thing about it. He zlso said it does not make any difference to him what
union he belongs to just so he has a jJob, aavised he was at Mine A
in 1932 ang went over the way the bunch went. said just soc he works is
all that he cares about. He advised there was a meeting at the Elks -

Club and that they voted to go into UMW and that that was the only neeting
he attended. He furthor said he did not know why they voted that way. BHe
stated that all he wanted was work and he did not carc anything about the
union at all. According to here was a notice in the paper about the
meeting to be held. He advised that he heard through somcone that Cerl
Elshoff was going to buy thc mine A and that he aleo heard it in the
papers. He also adviscd he did not know if Elshoff was going to reopen
Minc A or not and that he ncver hcard anything cbout going through Mine B.
He zlso snid nobody contzeted him about going back to Minc A. He further
snid he did not know if the men wiere satisfied with PMA or not and that

he did not attend vecry many meotings and that he still does not go to
many. He also adviscd he never heard anything that Elshoff would enly open
Mine A as UMW, A4t the Elks Club hec sald the men just voted over to BIW

and that the chairman got up and took a vote and that ___‘m up

o
&

A B

and asked what way. He further said that after the meeling Hay dson
came over but that Edmundson did not say anything but just took them imto
the MW union. said he voted to go back to MW and that he went along

with the rest of the men and he said he gucssed his job depended upon :
which way he voted and he egdn said he did not know why thcy votod over 1o -
AN, also said hc wasn't & nmember of ony committee and that he &id

not go over to Elshoff!s office after the mecting nor to the Leland Hotel.

He also said that since Minc A has becn UKW his job is jJust the same and perk~r

& 1little better now es he now has one job to do while with FMA he had
threo or four things to do, He further said he did not kmow why they changed
back nor vhere Elshoff got the moncy to purchase Nine A. - said this
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

TERVITH WITH is a1l that he knows and that it is true to his
knowledge and he said he would not sign anything
continved) ~ -even if it were written up. He said it ®ainit

none of his business" and that he doesn't bother
with anytiing out there and that he didn't vant to get mixed up in the
matter. He Curther said he 4s still working out there and they don't
bother him anc he doesn't bothcr them and just so he works ia all he
cares about. He also advised he never has been arrested in his life.

It is felt that! vould make & poor witness but it is felt

he has not told the truth and probably has been contactzd by somconc to
kecp still. .
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

ITTERVIEW WITD The following investigation wag conducted
at Springfield, nois, on September 16, 1943:
At his residence Springfield, Illinois, ‘
szents inter—riewed , w.o advised he never has been
arrcsted in l..s life. hLe also edvised agents he was not contacted by anyone

in regard to being seen by Federal men and lLs said he would answer any questions
he could, It was noted that s rather intelligent and appears to
know a lot sabout union matters and, &5 noted in his statement, he is in favor

of UMF and has been for years,

%
:'..!
1

It is to be noted thatf] wovld not sign the statement which
he gave and which is set out hereinmafter. It is felt that_would make
a rather impressive witness. :

-~ J . . . . o . N i _ 2. 3 n__ HE—
The following i1s the unsigned stetement 00talned ir m—

pringfield, .

Sept. 16, 1543.

" give the following information tm
who have identified themselves as Special Agents of the r.B.l.
o threats or promises have been made me to give this information,

& became
a citizen thru my father. I have been 8t Mine A since

"] was born i & came to U, 5. in
am still there
as a company man., In 1832 I went Frogressive because everybody else did &
1 would never have gpli‘; if I hag g_g}'t_._}li_n_g to do with it. 1 did not have

WY r Ao b - -

anything to do with getting U.1L.W, back again at Mine A.

"] read in the paper in 1941 that Ryen sold Mine A to Elshoff & I
was worried a lot about it as I felt line A would shut down as I felt that
Elshoff would not operate Mine A. While P,M.A, was at Mine A I had no
complaint against them at all, ¥o one saw me in regard to going dack to
U.M.W. at all. I hoard that they were going to drive an entry from lline B
fnto Mine A & I know that could not be done as it would cost too much te

do 1t altho it could be done, I never heard that Elshoff would open Mine &

: if men Joined U,M.W, I attended a mecting at Frogressive Hall. That wes a
A regular meeting If I remembor right & that was the last P.M.A, meeting I

- attended, They discusscd the matter & they had a controversy there 8o I
left % went home, _old us all it was one of those bad situations
2. that we would have to wonit till the whistle blew., I heard they had an
argument or fight down stairs later on but I had gone. I heard later on
there were some atrong arm men there at the meeting from the southern part
of Illinois. No committes were appointed while I was there, I also
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

INTERV attended the meeting at the Elks Cludb & I heard ~
about it thru someway & I voted to go back to U.M.W.
continued) & it was & standing vote, I always have been a

UM%, since & that was why I voted over & my
job also bothered me, but I felt it wou ¢ better for us all to get
together agair under U,M,N, I believe the local P.M.A. officers had charge
of it. was the temporary chairman. I don't recell just what was
znid at the meceting regarding going back to U.K,W. The vote was taken to see
i we wanted teo go back to U.M.W, I voted of my own froe will, I was not on
any committees then., I came home after meeting at Elks Club. I believe Ray
Fdmundson was called over to the meeting & he didn't have much to say & I
believe we all signed up then at the meeting to be with U.M.N., Since Mine A
has been changed back to UM.Y, I don't see a particle of difference as dues
arc same now as they were under P.M.,A, I heve rend this three (3) page
statement % it is truc & correct & no one influenced me to vote the way I
did, This is all true but I won't sign anything unless 1 first szee our
attorney !r, Fitzgeorald, who is the attorney for the union.

"(This st~tement was road by

"Fitnesses: (*L_ he said it was
(true but he would not sign it.
SR (::coc).
Special Agent, F.B.I.

5t. Paul, Ninn. -

—
peci B.I. (Milw,)

Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 16, 1943."

i
¢
;
¢
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REy JOEN L. LEWIS, ET al.

INT The following inve

stigation wus oon;
ducted ﬁ Special agents * and
t Springfield, als, on 9=15=

43, at his residen Springfield, Illinois, agents
interviowed who advised he hag no oriminal records
It was new.” Tha 3 ra liternote and although he understood

the gquestiocs his cnswers were in o very -ow tore of voioeo und it is

PrTd b - e En - e

3 s —
A LV MWD "‘-JV-I-\S FIVIES W& o w.: PUUL vu.uu.un:l.

He furnished the following stotoment but said ho would not eign
it unless he ronlly hod to and inaemuch as he wos 4o0ld it was up to him
to deoide whether or not he wonted to sign the somo he scid he would not
sign it but that it wus truo.

g - -~ _
D Adipd Ll Ad y LdAde

Soptomber 16, 1943.

"1, SRR :ivc tho following informatiom to

m identified themselvos to mo as
Spe SAECI «Bel. No throuts or proamiscs hove boon mide

mo tc give this Informotiun & 1 am giving it of my own free wills.

M wos boLn in SRR Cutie 10 U.S. in e
became o oitizen in -in Springfield, I!l. I huve been ot Mino i
B8 yeurs & I'm still thers ns o diggere In 1832 I went P.M.ue 08 1
bolieved it wos the best union thene Now it don't make any difforenco
to whot union I belonge I heard thot ELSHUFF hud bot Mine . when the
timc oame to open up in tho foll of 1941, It didn't nuke any difference
to mc whot huppenede I heurd fram other miners wo would have to Join
UMJT. Af we wonted to go book to worke I was antisfiocd with both PJMJice
& UM e & 4t didn't moko any difforonoo whot union wos thoros No one
usked me then to join ovor to U.Meie I movor hoard thut ELSHOFF would
toke ooul out thru Mine B fram Mino Ae 1 nover heard thot ELSHWFF
would olose Minc . unless it wos U,M.VJs I uttonded onc mooting ut P.Mee
hall & thoy hod en argunent thoro & tolk was ms to whether wo would
gc baok to work or not & I think thoy decided %o go buock whothor
undor Pdfene or OH W & I don't roonll if ony coamittoes woro node us
I dont't undarstund things vory wolle I did not attond any meoting ot
Elks Club or at Redman's Halls I signed up for U.MJle buok ot Mine &

when it ro=oponcds Binoco U.M.We hois boon book at Mine i things aro just

the sanc fur mo ns thay were undor Pdiens I had o sign wp with
U.MJ7e a8 tho Minc 4 was that wuy ond in order to go to work I had
tu join up as the loocl wont thut woy I hoord altho I did mot vote over
thot woye I did not know thoro wore tc bo any ncetings at tho Elks
Club & ot Rodmon's Bulle &s for I on omoorned just so I huve o job is
011 I caro for & it don't muttor whioh unim is there fur nes I have

— NN o
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B RE: JOHN L. L&TIS, ET ul,

; .
£

[ ]

) L]

INTIRVIT] hud agont rend this two (2) pugo stuto=
nont to nc & is true & corroct to the best
gentinued of ny knowledge und I will not sign it tho un=-

lcss it is ubsolutoly nooossary but it is true.

7itnesses.

Snooial agent, FeBel.

8te Puul, Hinne

Soccs apte FoBol, (Milw)
Soringfield, Ill.,
Scots 16, 1943."
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Re: JOIN L, LEWIS, LT 4L

IIIIRVIT, WITH The following invostipation was conducted by Special
R :c-: S - G - ci
Iliinois, on coptembor 1 :

it his rosido Springfield, Illinois,
agonts intoiviowed thot up until about five

years ozo oo sa he also was knowno which last nome was
- T R T eee—— . . s a e ] N A 49 .
that of hi: * but that ho lepally hod nls pAng changed 1;0—

advised apents

who advis

¢ ncver wos convicted of ony erime.

appeared to be rather intellient eac ho took grest
price in telling czents of his activities in connoctmoa with ¥Vinc FA",
He would mzke o gaﬂd witness if his testimony is necessory.

uoents obtrincd from him the following signed statoment:

il
Springfield, Iil,

» give the following stotement to “
who are known to me to be Speeinl Agonts o

¥o threats or promises have been mado me to procure this

the Fo. B, 1.
statenont,

"1 was born I first joincd o mine union
in Springfield, Ill. about ! sidatis
I am now wor a )

i til August 1943 aos a driver.

*-hen thc switch came in 1932 we didn't want to go over to P.IML.A.
but it looked likc there was nothing elsz wo could do. I took no nctive
part in this. From 1932 to 1941 thero was always somo who wonted to return

" to UM, ¥,, I was onc of thom, There was no certain group but you could

-_ toll the way some of thom folt they wanted to go back. Thore wos no

: ; active orpanizing or ngitation %o return to UMW, P.M.A. local 51 was

E just like ouy other union as far as I know, Kine A was closed each yoar

£5r o scnsonal shut dewn, Thero wag ne rumor when the mine ahut down that

the uninn would be changed to UJM.7, Tho first I lkmow was when along

in the £211 it came cut in the papors that Elshoff had bought the mino,
Aftor this wae in the poper overy man yosu mot on the strect scemed to
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Re: JORY L, LW/IS, ET AL

INTERVIEW VITH foel that the only way we could go back to work was as

U.M. W, Also the men wore geotting tired of the dues that
comtinuc thoy were having to pay P, M.A, I havo paid as high as

12 or 14 dollars a month for dues & assessmonts to P.F.A.
I don't know why the duc® in P,M.A. are so high. Ko one epproached me
about goiny to the meeting to change over to P.M,A, I wus of the first to
start tryizg %o get a meoting orgenized to discucs among all the miners
working at niro A os to what we would do. ““hen anyono got up in a P.M.A,
mceting to discuss this matter the P,M,A, officials were standing around
reedy to pounce on us and wouldn't let us talk., At one of the P,M,A.
mectings & committee was appionted of 6 or 8 men, by the union mombers.
They were to go to sec E1sholf as to what was to be dore. The P.M.A,
officials wouldn't gct infornmation as to what was going to happon and
wouldn't accept the committco nppointed, Somc of those on the committee

L2 c L] [

one Flshoff but we couldn't get hin. 46 wo wont out amﬁé
ongc pushed nd hit me in ths back of the head with their fist,

here wos o group around the door of and somo others they held
*back when the rest of us wont out and boat him up on tho floor.

ic did not get in touch with Elshoff bu ontacted with Falsotti and
we all went out to sce him. He told us when the Company buys anything
it has a controct with U,M.". nlrcady and he gucssed whatever was bought
would have to be that way too. He Bald they really did not know if they were
going to open Hino A or not that they might get the eoel out of Mine A
through Minc "B". He dicén't say eo but it wos fclt that this would kmock
us out of & job, Tec thon tald Falsciti that we wanted to go over to U.M.W.

anywoy because of the dues tho P.M.A. was charging us. We did icll him we

would like for them to kcep Vine A molng and not abondon it, nd
I went around with a chock paper to sce if the men wantod to go back to
UM%, or wanted to stay PJO.A, We got over a hundred names and only one
man turned us down. e told them we were going to have & ploec in tho paper
asnouncing a mceting wo hod a mecting at Redmants hall and about 95 to 100
mon were there. This meeting was about & weck before the meeting nt the
Elks Club. ~.e t0ld the men at this mecting what Falsetti had said and asked
them if it would be OK to zo sec the U M.W. officials., T/ told them we
would put in the papers when and where ansther moeting wos to be held. _All
s¢ rmen wanted to go over to U.M,W. Tle went up to U.M.,7., and saw
% 7o told him how the men felt and evon suggested that Edmunds
o the men ot o meeting & oxplain the U,!,7. proposition, The
following Sundoy aftcrnoon we held a meoting ant the Elks, This nceting wos
announced in tho paper & about 240 men woro there. was tho man
in chargo of tho meceting. He had not previcusly beon contactod by us.
E‘:as at the last P.M.A. noeting montisned, he was not at the meoting at
cdman'e Hall though, *ere—tﬂo officers under P.M.A,. .

whn attcnded this meoting and carricd Sver as UMW, officlals,
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Re¢: JOEM L. LIWIS, ET AL

IVTCRVIC D TITH  ™it the Elks Club meooting we explained to the mon what
had happened. ‘e had previsusly seen Edmundson and he

continucd had said ho would be zlad t> have us return. 7e told

the mon what Fzlsett and Edmundson had told

us and that Ednundssn w2s in town and would oome up and talk to us, this
vas after the vote 5 rcturn to U,K.7. this wes o standing vote and there
wos not o on. agoinst it, Another fellow and I went down and asked
Edmundson to como up which he did, He gave o short talk and told the men
=hen they came aver to U,lL%. He would do all he could to keep ¥ine A going.

"The men viere ziveon cords for the U,1,°7, thot nizht so they would
know how many members we hac, That same ovening Union officers were elected
ané later on 1 think we went over to Edmunlsons office ns” wore sworn in.

n .
Ldrundson that pight we asked him if he couldn't get the mine oponed right
away, hc told us that hc would seo if he could get in touch with him., We
ther went to the Leland and had di or and then over to [lshoffts office
wherc we waitod until he came down. I cont know how Eédmundson pot in touch
with Elshoff. Edmundson cxplaincd to LIshoff that the men wanted to zo over
to U.l%7. and he wantced Elshoff to sign a contract, Elshoff saicd hc didn't
wart ts sizn until he knew the mon had made up their mind and wouldntt change
back to F.M.A. znd I both told Llshoff thot we had over 240 at
the meeting and hod mc nat 12 others on tho strect and they had sizned up.
"¢ t21d him he nzeds not worry that thero would be nn trouble. T'e waited
till aftcr 12 midnite before sizning & contract as Clshoff didn't wont to
sIcn cn Sundey. T dont kpow of their being anything spocinl about this
contract. The mine cponed irn about o week after this. All the mon joined
the U.l... of thoir own frce will, Tho mon jolned to ktep Yino & from boing
shut cown ani to get away from the hizh P4, dues. 1 don't rceall anything
nbout ony letter inviting the Vinc "A"™ men to join the U.M.T. It is possidle
to oporato Yinc "A" throush the shaft of Mino "B" and at one time they
actually started t2 tunnoling and went absut 40 feet ancd stopped. I hoaréd
n~thins absut where Elshoff got the money to buy Mine “A“. I never received
cne peany fa anything I dié in rogards to this matter. My interost was
just to keep Mino A going and t5 keop B job for mysolf and the other mem,

- s e x o2 . 2R . . e o o W R S AL o el d e ad

“1 have hod ngon‘cq rcac Thls ¥ pAfS0 NANCWIiILien Suavemsns
to me. It is to the best »f my knowledre and belief all the truth and just
as I have told it to the azents, I am sisning this of my own free will,

"Sizned AR
~ — R

Spec. Lgt. F.B,I, (Milw,)
Spceial Azent, F.B.l.,
8t. Paul, Xinn, "Sprinzficld, I,
------- - Sept. 10, 1943.-



Res JOHM L. LEVIS, ET AL

the pcrsons mentioned above,

In rerard to
vine A, He said that

IVTERVIT, —1TE
g sti

continuzd
still ot Hine A,

snd that both
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RE: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET AL.

INTERVIE.: L1TH as interviewed at hid residence, SR
| Springfield, Illinois, om the aftermoon
of septemper 18, 1943, by Special hgentsH

AR, - - v-:sc: of eversge in-
teﬂigence, and would make an everage withcsss He declined to sign the
following stetement on the general prinociple thet be doez not sign things.
He read it over, however, and assured that it was truc as far as his
xnowledge of affairs was conoerned.

®Springfield, Ill.
September 18, 1943,

By name is _ I was born in_
1

1 am now employed at Mite A, I moke the following ) 4o T
ment to mdm who heve identified
themselves to me to be Specia ents 0 e redcrnl Bureau of Investigstion.

¥o promses, threets, or consideration of eny kind has beon nade to me to
make this statement.

*] have worked at Mine & for about ,years. I wes employed there
when Ryen sold the minc. Prior to thrt time I had heard no talk among the

men about chenging unions, 1 think they were =setisfied with the union as
it was. I know that I was satisfied with the Progressive Mine vorkers of
hmerica. 1 do not know wmy the men changed unions. I did not see amy men
or talk to them about the change. I did not cspecially care what they did
gbout unions. Either union would be alright with me. I did not go to any
meetings where this matter was discussed. I went back to work. I did not
sign en application to join the UN.. I had my card in the P transforred,
and went on working as before the mine had been sold,.

*I do not know much more sbout the situstion than that. I do not
see that there is any change in working conditions than under the Progressive
Mine workers. 4t the time I was satisfied with the Fvi. Now I am satis-

fied with the WM.,

®I have read tho above stetement on this page. It is true and
accurate,

FBI,
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Ro:- JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

ointly interviewed at his
on September 18,
and

Tr wont soma
NG Vao Yapgla

W IRV IE H

” at which time he furnished the following siatemsni.
o discuss the matter invclved, and stated he would be a willing witness to
testify to the facts as set forth below:

"Springfield, Iilinois
September 18, 1943

"1 make the following voluntary statoment to
nn whom I kmow to be Special Agents of

the Federal Burcau of Investigation, U. §. Department of Justice.

"I reside at m, Springfield, I11, I am presently
employcd at Mine L as a cigzer, ang have workcd there continuously since

about June, 1832, I was born on

"The first mine union I joined was the UM% in Junse, 1832 at iline A,
1 voluntarily joined the Flla in September, 1932 with the majority end I
favorcd the PMa after 1932, 1In 1941 I first learned Elshoff had purchased
line 4 from Ryan from thc nowspapers. My reaction, after kmowing about the
previous Mine B trouble, was that &lshoff would sign a contract with the UMW
and 1 would have to join the UM%, the Unitcd Kine %orkers of America, to keop
my job. I would rather have worked for Ryan. ’ E

" hen Ryan operated the minc, it was a good place to work, and the
working conditions were very satisfactory.

"] did not hcar the rumor that Elshoff might operate Mine A through
Yine B or that it would stay closed until we joined the United ¥ine Workers.

"] only attended two Piid meetings, meaning tho Progressive Mine
“orkers of Americe, when tho men of the FMA local at ilinc A were discussing
joining the UNI;. One was at the PMA Hall and one was at the Elks Club.

"I received notice of the FMA Hzll meeting from the newspapers,
They did not dccide anything at that meeting, but wented to got in touch
vith Plahoff to determine what he was going to do. A couple of the men
vent out of the meeting to tclophone klshoff, but could nct reach him, There
was & fight on the stairway between some PMA members who did not want the
local to join the MT. I did not sec the fight, and tho meeting broke up.

*l am not interested in either union. I foelt that the men were

going to join the MF!, and that if I wanted to continue working at Mino &,
I would havc to join alse. It is my opinion that the only mon who went to
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the Elks Club meeting had already decided to join the
Mmoi. 1 had learned of thc meeting from the newspapers,

Re: JOHN L., LEGIS, ET AL
Presided at this meeting, and in a standing
AL o A £ Baas

INTERVIET
continued
votc they vouved o joim the Thln. Aftser that, Ray

Tdmmdson of U7 was oalled in and he brought & notary ﬁblic with him. 411

the men filled out UL membership cards. After this, (phonetic)

*] hcard talk st the Mine A, among the miners that therc had been &
mceting in thc wesh house at the mine last weck before work in the morning,
end somc UMW officials whosc names I do not know, had stated that the minors
should be careful whet they said to the F.B.l1. agents and instructed the
miners not to sign anything. Since I was not at the mecting, I can not
furnish accurate informstion about this.

"The working conditions at Mine & have become worse since Elshoff
bought the mine. ‘

"] have carefully read this statement consisting of two and one
quarter pages, and it is true and correct to the best of my kmcwiedge.

e

" Titnessed:

O -
pceinl Agent, F.B.I.
_ (signed)

Speciel Agent F.B.I."
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Re: JOHN L, LP 1S, ET AL.

S s ——t R — .
Springfield,,
Jllinois, ¥as Jom!!y mtervier'e! aﬁ's residence on
September 13, 1943 by Special Agents a
Ye is precently employed as a dirfger a ne edid
not desire “he change of operators and stated ELSIHOFF treated the men like
slaves viien he first started operations at 'ine A. He attended the four
meetings prior to the shift of line A employees to the Tif but is vague
on details of these neetings. He executed the follovwing written statement,

ml P v
v 1
2‘
[
o

iSpringfield, Iilinois
September 13, 1943

& I "Iin zake the folloviny voluntary stalement to
ana vhon I knov to be Special Agents

of the Federal Bureau o ﬂve'!ﬂlon, U.S. Depzitment of Justice.

"I presently reside at Springfield,
Illinoils. I am presently emploved at lane d, Tllinois as
a rine digger. I vas bom atm
I first joined the United line lLorkers o erica, reierred t- harsin-

fter as the MfA at the l.oodside ifine Local 999 at Springfi:zid, in
h I renained a member of the U§'A until about 1932 rhen I joined

;us;uaSlV‘a 1I"|na T nv-bcn-a nf Amnmnn, m‘f‘a?\-mf] +n hn'r-a'\hn'rfn?' as {'he

A, at Mine 4 Vhen it signed a Af’A contract, I started vorking at
nd have continued vorking there to date.

a D wen
ik H

1

t
P
1ine A& in

"In 1932, vhen I joined the PII'A, there vas a vote taken in the
Pra Hall at éth and  ashington streets and the majority voted for the
PITA. I tent rith the najority to retain rv job. I would Jjust as soon
have stared vith the U7 4 as I vas a charter nerber of UIFA.

*ifter 1532, I peid my dues to the F1.A and I vas interssie d in Kesp-
ing my Jjob, and not in any union. The first I heard of the change

operators ¥as in 1941, through the nevspapers. I did not relcome the
change, and would have preferred vorking under Rvan., I did not think I
vould losu my job, but felt that after a vote, the mine would go DA,
It vorked out that vay. I thought the miners would vote for the MMEA
because if the PIT'A von, Elshoff 3 ould bring into the nmine to vork,
other WTA niners, ¢ had a vote at the Elks Club on a Sunday altemmoan
at 2:00 Pil. It vas a fair election, The WI.A von.

o * hen Rsan vas the uUperator at idine 4, the vorking conditions there

- T under the P7A vere good, and the men vere satisfied. I vas not approached
- by any UlI.A organizer to join the ! A. I heard rumors that Elshoff vould
§ operate ltine A through llina B, 1Y¥ reaction was that he vould not do it,
but I did think he vould hire sone WY A uen vho night take my Jjob, and I
sti111 vanted to vork, so I voted for the UM'A. There Ters rumors that
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Fe: JOINN L. LE.IS, T AL.

Elshoff 1vould open Hine A if the niners would join the
UTL.A and we would start to work by October 1, 1941. I
do not recall the sources of these rumors. I had all
ready nade up my nind to join the UII'A, going vith the
majority, so I vould not be out of work.

v] attended the four PAF A neetings 'in September, 1941, I believe
1 eot notice of part of these meetings through the nevspapers and the others
by vord of nouth on street corners.

nAt the tvo Pif A nmeetinpgs at the Pif 4 Hall, the President of
that union presided, * He tried to hold the local at
'ine A, in the P A. <Tie first meeting Orois up in an argireat,. The second

reeting broke up in a fight, As to this fish., it vas started by some men vho
vere not emplored at line /i, vho vere standing on the stpirwgy. I think they
vere P A men vho wanted to keep us Pif 4 membe:s.

urt the meeting at the Rednan iiall,_ (phonetic)*
At this neeting, ve agreed to have zncther
meeting the next Sunday at the £1ks Club and to notify the men o the

coning neeting,

"ht the tTo meetings at the PI'A Hall and Redman dall, there
vere no US4 organizers present to my knovledge. Rgy ¥dnundson did not
talk at this meeting and vas not there,

"0n a Sunday afternoon at the Elks Club, in Septomber, 1941, there
vas about 190 P A men pres::ntm There mas
no one present, but the YA sent, and we verc all counted. Ihere vere
no U 4 organizers present beI‘ore that vote. Soue one made a motion to
join the Mf.4 and all in favor stood up. Practically all voted for the
w*.. There was no discussion about havang to join the UM [ before going

to vork.

) . wf P s
SR T e vl b - O v 3 Rt A Y. X L
‘r*’f* KW‘ YW - o L T A EL T A NS
¥y ¥ N . s e IR B ECH YN LR 0 ‘
i

npfter the vote, ve sent for idmundson to see if he vould ac-
cept us a8 a local, Edmundson came over to the Hlks Club with a notary
public, Rdunundson took an affidavit that ve all vanted to join the UM
voluntarily, and then he sent threec men to see Elshoff to find out vhan
tho mine could open, They came back within th:.rty minutes and said the mine
rould open by Gcetober 1, 1941.

AR
e

iy
4 "’W" i3 !

"F ' "] made up my mind to vote for the WA the day I sa~ ®lshoff

had bourht the mine. No one influenced me, I figured Nine & Tould go
£ 4 because line B had gone that vay, and i did not want a long period of -
uneriployment like they day in line B.
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- Re: JOHN L. LE I8, ®T LL.
NTERVIE Y ITH * hen Ryan had liine ., vith a Pif’f contract, he
ﬁ treated us miners like men, but vhen Elshoff took it
eniinuc over, he treated us like slaves. He did not have enough
C rooms for the pen and doubled them up to get the coal out.
He docked the 1en a lot and vould not shov us vhy ve verc docked., HNe calimed
it Tas beecavsc of dirt inm the coal etc. ¥ishoff lmew he could got pleniy ’
of men at thst tine, hovever, at the present tine, Elshoff treats us well,
because men arc hard to ret,

n] have rcad this staterent consisting of three and a quarter
pages and it 1s the truth to the best of my knovwledge.

w itnesscd:

/s/ M
Spc ial ALgent F.B.I1.
Specla! ;‘,gen!, ;!!.B'. I."
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RE: JOHN L. 1EiIS, ET AL.

INTERVIER WwITH ) ags interviewed at his renidenoa.-

_ pringfield, Illinois, on the morning of
emoer 18, 1943, by 8pecial Agents m

and M has an saccent which is

to understand and he cennot read woll.

gave information set forth in the
following signed statement: ’

, 1

o oo ST - oo -

am an american citer i, make the following statemen

o dmwho have idertified theme-
selves to me to be a Specl ent o ¢ rederal Bureau of Investigation.

No promiscs, threasts, or consideration of any kird has been made to me to
‘make this statement, i

"] am now employed at Penther Creek Mine #5, which igdocated
across the street from where I live. I worked at Mine &4 abous vears,
ending lest Jenuary, I was employed by Mine & at the time thni “yan sold
the mine. I do not know why the men changed unions et that fmc., 1 was a
member of the Progressive Mine workers of america at thet timy, and I am &
merber of the Al of A now., I did not attend any of the meetings of the
local when the matter of changing unions w2s discussed. 1 did not hear any
sbout it. I signed up with the W# after all the cther men had signed up,
eand there was & closed shop contrast. I signed up with the UidwW so I could
go back to work. If I did not, 1 would lJose my job. I did not hear any
telk of changing unions prior to that time. I was satisfied with Yhe
Progressives, and I think most of the men were too,

"] have read this statement on this pagc. It ia true and accurate.

/+/

|H
-3
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REyr JOBN L. LEVIS, ETAL

was interviewsd at his residenoces,
o the afternoon of September 17

nd
person having af Ineoiligence which probably does not equal that ol tThe .
everage miner., He is not diffioult to understand. He gave information set
forth ou the Zollowing statement:

" Springfield, I1l.
September 17, 1943
"My neme is

_ ARE—— : - - o S,
B 1 ;o now enploved at Mine A. I meke tho following
_mma mwho have jdentified them-

selves to me to pecial Agents of the X eau of Iavestigation.
No promises, threets or oonsideration of any kini hac beon made to me to
make tris statement.

"I have worked et Mine A for .yeara. I was aemployed there
at the time that RYAN sold out his interest in the mine. Butoro thet time
there hed not been much discussion among the men about chang.ry <the unions.
I do not ¥mow why the men voted to go baok to the United Min: Vioikers.

I thought that tho Progressive Mine Workers were checking osr too much

duss. I also did not ses why there should be two unions for zonl miners,
and nll tho trouble that two unions would cause. Beoouse of this, I did
‘not oore much which union I belonged to cs long as I could work. I did

not go to the meetings or pay much ottention to what was going on. I went
to the meeting when the men voted to go over to the U.M.W. I voted to go
over because the rest of the men were going to do that. I had no spesisl
reason. I do not recall enything said ebout the oompany favoring more

the U.M.W., nlthough SN ot that meoting, did say that he thought
that we would get along !e!!ar mlgx the company if we joined the U.M.W.

"] heve read the above statement on this page. It is 0.117
true and accurate.

//
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL.

iﬁ“iiiil . 1TH On Scptombor 14, 1943
in!erv!ewe! !y !pecla!
m;:peared to be cooperative
prescn . AppeLrance O of charccter and it is not bslieved that he

would be botter than a foir witness, ALt the present time ho is
and is not working in the mines. Ho disclaims any criminal record.

The fellowing signed statement was cbtained frm_

"Springficld, Illincis
Scptember 14, 1943,

"I,
Illincis, de mekc the following voluntory stoatemcT™
and m whom I ¥now to be 8pccial 4hgents cf the Fedcra

of Investlgaticn. NC threats or promises cf any kind have been made to me;
I have boen tcld I need not mnke any statemart and that any stutement 1 do
moke can be used in Ccurt,

*I wos born in I began
tc work &8 a miner in ggan toc work at Minme "A" in 7 as a United
Yine Tworker, In 1932 I changed unions with the majority and boceme e Pro-

gressive Mine orker because I didn't like John L, Lewis and the way ran
the U.Me

#] first hcard obeut the sale of lfine "A" to Elshoff through teolke-
ing to fellow miners. I perscnzlly didn't like this becauso. lr. Rysn was @
good employer and & fine fellow to work for. I hud also been satisfied with
the Progressive Mine Unicn cs they had fairly represented the miners. I°
heerd the rumor that the officinls of Mino “B" werc threatening to operate
Bine 9A" through Mine "B™ &nd also thot Elsheff would not operete Kine "4
oxcept through United Line wrkers.Unions However, these stories did not
influence me tc change over to the United kine wcrkers,

"] attended tho mocting at the Progressive Mine workors Hall where
the sale of line “4" wzs discussed. I noted that
of the union tovk a prominent pert in getting the miners to switeh ove
the PL to BWw. HBo told me that he and the liner's Cormittee hod talked to
Elshof end that Elshcf is roported to have said that he wouldn't open Mine
4" with the P.M.lr. but that he would reopen the mino within 30 days if the
men would switch cver to U.l,s.

"I think that eccnditions under tho P.k.A. were botter than they
were after Mine "A"™ wont U.K.w. bocause wo no longor wero free to say whet

we wanted and we no longer had & vcte as tho UL crganization railrcade?
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RBs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

their own men in and hoandlod the union to suit

INTERVIE; WWITH
themselves,

ccntinued
"] have read the within stotement consisting of

two pafce nnd it is all true.
)
“Jdtnessed:

H <l DL wh o L S W
Pl oy St Yy ;R a i 9 s b R
pe i+ ¢ . J )+ 2+ g - L - L A 7
&. ety D DA AT N X 4 - "
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ke: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

{ TERVIE~ WITH

Springiield,

hore by Special Agents and
qas cooperative but it is not believed
that he would make a good witness because he didn't attend any of the
mzetings a2t the time the minersmeir affiliations from PMA to

M4 after the sale of Mine A, nas no known criminal record.
He furnished the followirg sign¥®a prstement.

"Springfield, I11.
September 17, 1943

"1, _ Springfield,
111, do veoluntarily make ollowineg statement tc Special Agents
m and ”of the %ederal Bureau of
investigation. o threails or promises been m=de to cause me to make
this statement and I know that these facts can be presented in court.

"1 was born q emiprating i America
in - I became an American citizen in opringfield, I11 i-r I
bezan working in mines mmining UlliA at that tir-, 1 have
never held any offices in any OTi. am presently employed at wine A

as a digger.

#I joined ‘rogressives in 1932 and still favor FM¥A because they
have better working conditions even today.

"] learned of the sale of Mine A through the newspaper. 1 also
got a letter telling me of the sale and advisirg me to join UMGidA to keep
my job. I heard talk to the effect that Mr, Elshoff was going to drive an
entry and hoist coal from Kine A through Mine B, Also talk to the effect
that }ine & would open only if the men joined UMWA.

"1 never attended any meetings at Pui Hall where we discussed
this matter. HNeither did I go to Redmans Hall or the Elks Club when the
miners met or this situation, because I was afraid of trouble,

"I went back to i¥ine A after it opened and had to sign UMIA be-
fore I went down into the mine, At present there are to_ many docks and you
can't say anything against the wnion., I would rather work under PlA as
they have better labor conditions, and some sayso at the meetings,

- been
i - %] have/read the above véluntary statement made by me consisting

A/

I U S L U S R
Ol 1% papges. +Ne pame 18 Lrue & CoITTU L,
"Witnessed:

pecial Agents, F.B.I.

Springfield, I1i,.*

eV 2 _
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

INTERVIER WITH Tllinois,

was cooperative but it is not felt
ness, inasmuch as he only worked at Mine A for two_ponths and never
returned afier the shut down on March 31, 1941. *h&a no
known criminal record. He furmshed the following signed etatement.

S 1.

September 13, 1943

“I’ 1. do Wlm-
tarily make the following statement to -
who have made themselves known to me as Special Agel T Tue

Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats o promisss heve been
made to cause me to make this statement.

"I was born in and started
work:mg in the mines in and around Springfield, Ill_ in
joining U.WA at that time. I am presently employed a* Pan'..c?
Creek ifine #2, Springfield, Il1l,

"I was only employed at Mine A for & period of two months,
February and sarch of 1941, I never returned to &ine 4 again but
started at Panther Creeck #2 in October 1941,

Y4 was in favor of the Progressive Mine Workers 2; Aﬁerica
in 1632 and joined up with them while working at
Ill. I am still a member of P,¥.A, I have neverm
cither PMA or Uswa,

"I have no knowledge of the facts surrounding the opening of
Mine A in September of 1941. "I never attended any of the PMA meet~
ings before the mine opened at which time they switched their union
affiliations, A1l I know about the situation is what I read in the
111, State Register and 1 wouldn't go back because 1 didn't want
to have anything to do with ﬁnu"s. #hen I read that Mr., Elshoff had

bought #ine A4 I just said to myself, *well I haven't got any job!_
YDuring the two months I worked at Mine A conditions seemed

alright and the miners sccmed satisfied with P.M,A, I worked nights
and didn't have a lot of contact with the men.

"Aftcr Mine # reopened wnder Elshoff mone of '
the miners came by and said that Uscar Falcetti wan me come back.
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL. *

INTERVIEw WITH I told him, 'Nothing doing, I don't want anything
to do with VA,

Corntinue

"I never heard anything about Mine & géing to be operated
through ¥ine B, or that Mine A would open on condition that the mem
jo in UMHA »

"] have read the above statement consisting of 1 3/L pages.

The same 18 true ard correct.
A/

"Hditnessecd:

/5/“
pecial agents, ¥F.BE.I"
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RE: JOHN L. LEAIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY WITH

Springfield, I er-
pecial Agents and
will make a fair to good WitDSES, . He

Hig statement follows:

-nie\;lntar‘ nr aniﬂﬁmber lg- 1_9&_3. b\?

hes no cririnel record.

"Springfield, Illinoie
September 19, 1843

Springfield,

he following volumtary s

"I

»

Illincis do maoke

£ whom I know to be Special Agems of the Feder

.+ DR ..

Bl Tiu L A

Bureau o!l !nvesglga!mn. No threats or promises of any linf 2nve been made
to me; I have been told I need not make any statement anc thes this 5 tete-

rent cen be used in court.

jriici el
ial s

"I was'torn in T came to the United
States via New York City i I becnme 0 citiren of the Uni%ed States
at Springfield, Illinecis in Septembar,ﬂ I have been wor-*.z in the
mines since -fir.st joining the United Mine Viorkers.

"I began work at Mine ‘A in ee e digger as a member of the
United ¥ine Jorkers., 1 was sptieflied wi this union until 1932 when the
Mine *A' signed up with the Progressi ve Kiners Union. I decided to Join
the PMA end wes in favor of thet union. The conditions were D, X, in this
union too but I did not think thore wos much difference betwoen UM and PV .

"I first heard obout the sale of Mine 'A' by reading the news-
paper. I did not think anything about the sale as affecting my iob. I

pttended the meeting held at Redman's Hall presided over oy F
st which the guestion of going over to the United Mine iiorkers was

!1scussed. I ettended the meeting held at the Elks Hell presided over by

Ray Edmundson spoke at this moeting and signed up the

miners i1or wne united Kine Workors.

"] neard thot Elshoff would keop Hine 'A' closed unlessit woe
opereted with the UMW and thut he would operate ¥ine 'A'! through Mine ‘Bt
This influenced me to join United Mine Vorkers which I did ot the meot ing
¢t the Elxs Hall., I don't care which union I belong to just thot I have
o JObo

"I heve been rend the within statement consisting of 2 pages and

it e nll true.
//

L ]
Specinl Agents, F. B. I., Springfield, 111."
- 319 -
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R2: JOEN L. LEWIS, ETAL

TITERVIE] WITH Springfiold Illincis, wos intervimd

— 1t his hono ooinl Agont
WOE 0oOopor not
thct ho would moko stmoh a8 ha had vory littlo knowledgo uf

tho Ming L sitiaation. haa no ¥nownp oriminol record. He fur-

Y

nishod the S .llowing signo onont.

v ) Springfield, Ill.
Beptomber 18, 1943

"I'm Springfigld, J11., do voluntarily
gorts n.nc-

ivo tho fcollowing stotoment To opocia ;
cf the Fodoral Burocou cf Invostigation. No -~roots or
proniscs of any kind have bocn mado to ccuse me t: mrio tais cwatenonts.

and como o Amorica

"] wos born in

"I loarnod chout the snlo of Mino 4 from tho popors. I
wosn't mush intorosted mznd didn't think much about it at tho timo as tho

mino wos olcsod,.

"I hoard tolk to tho offoct that Mr. ELSHOFF was going to
tako tho oonl out cf Mine A through Mine B, but I nover hoard that Hino A
would bo olosed until nll tho mon jcined UL, -

"I novor attondod any of the maotings hold by the miners
en tho Mine A situaction, oxoopt tho first one, ot PM. Holl, whoro thoro
was @ lot cf erguing. I didn't want to got mixod up in any troublo so I
novor wont agoin.

"I roturned to tho mino twc or throo days aftor it oponed
and signod up UMY. ot tho mino boforo I wont to work. I romombor that wo ir.-
more deocks whon wo first started up, o

"Both unions worc about tho samo but I favor PMA booau:q
it is moro domoorctic and rosponsivoe to tho rank and f£ilo.
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RE{ JOAN L. LEWIS, ETAL

"1 have had tho above statomont ooneisting of 1& pagos
road to mo by Agont Tho seme is truo & oorroot.

/«/

Witnogsod:

Spocial Agonts, FEI
Springfiold, I11."

!
£
E:
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Re: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL

INTERVIR. VITH On September 15, 1943

of Sprinﬁllll e!! ’ !!ml o!s’

) intervieved Dy opecial Agen
and Wmsents an average appearance ana
it is believe nat he v « air witness., He disclaims any criminal

record, His statement is as follows:

neényvinefiald. T1linnina

M e e _.—-.—---._..

September 15, 1943

"y, do make the
following voluntary statement t and
vhom I know to be Special Azents of the Federal Bureau oI
Investigation, No threats or promises have been n2de to me; I have been told
I need not make any statement and that this statecent can be used in

court.,

"] was bom in I began to work
at Mine "A" in about L932. I belorged to the Progressive Miners unien

until 1941 vhen Mine ™. vas sold, I have never held office in any
mion. At the present tie T an erployed SN
I left Mine "p" in January of 1942, Thile ] wat ooouoer o1 tne PRLA.
union I was satisfied with the P,}.A. union,

wT first found out about the sdle of Mine "i" either through

r or by 2 letter which I received from Mr, rill hrnn in

=3
i1 Mg Wi Ly H AT wwwa PO R P A ———

hich he said he hoped he vas still my friend. Ythen I heard the mine was
sold my thought was that they were trying to break the Progressive union.

I realized that if I vanted to work in liine ®A" that I would have to change
unions from PMA to UMWV,

h

ik

(4

—.uur
T

"o
3 2
ai

A

T attended one necting of the employees of Mine WA" presided
over by t vhich the sale of the mine vas discussed, 4s I

renember Ray Bdmundson spoke and that we Were given membership cards to
I T zirned up with the U M T union st that meeting, I figured that

B.I.le. b DApIIGW W T wid Wik Lig » WA wad WARLA W Al W W sy -— -

Elshoff would operate the mine v:.th the United lMine Y:orlars union only
and that I had better sign up to keep my Job.

nI have read the written statement consisting of one and a hslf

pages and it is all true,
sigro) N

1 . ;;itnessedi

Spec1|m I!.!.!.

Springfield, INlincia"
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RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

W

Springfield,
Illinois, was interviewsd at his p of employment
by Special Agent and

_ms oooperative but !! !s no! !!!wode
maKe B gocd witness inesmuch 8s he was employed elsswhere at the time of the

sale of Mira A, has no known eriminal record. Be furnished the
following signed statement:

" Springfield, Ill.
Soptembaer 16, 1543

2, A - -

field, Ill., do veluntari 1ve the following statemeni to Special Agents

Pn# No threats or promises of any
ind were made to cAuse me to mAKe thi§ statemsut,

"I was born et I first
started working at Mino A sbout joining UW4 et that time. I joined

PMA in 1932 along with the rost of the men. I was satisfied with both
unions and all I cared about was my job. I never held en offise in either

union. 1 an prosantly enployed ot (NN
B seringfield, Il

"T first learned of the sale of Mine A from the newe~

papers. It didn't mnke any difference to me at that time bocause I was
working forW At tho time of tho scle so far ms I
know PML wos go alo with Mr. RYAN. During the poriod follow-

ing the sale no one approsched me and tried to get mo to join UMNA,

"I heard tho rumors that Mr. ELSHOFF was going to
close Mine & and hoist the cozl through Kine B, and thot Mine 4 wouldn't
open unless all of the minere joined UMIA., I didn't pay mmoch attention
to those rumore as I was alrendy employcd at the time.

"I nover attended any meetings ot PMi Headquerters,
Redman's HBall, or the Elks Club, where the matter of tho snle of Mine &
or change in union affiliations was discussed. .

"411 I know is that whan I wont back to the mine
aftor it rooponed I had to join UM, .

"The only difforence I noticed at Mins 4 was that
you got more dooks under UMiA, and for that reason I favored FMA,
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REB: JOW L. LENIS, ETAL

ERVIEY] "I have read the above statsment oonsisting of 1%
poges. The samo is true end oorreot.
vl INUED

v/ .

[

Witnessed:s

Special ngimits,
Springfield, 111."



Re: JOW L, LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEW wITH

Springlie » Was
1G., by Spec1a1 Agents
had difficulty in wnders
tions asked of him, but he responded in 8 cooperative way. It is not
believed that Le would make a good witness, He said he has no eriminal
record., His statement i= as follows:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 17, 1943

"I, make the following
voluntary statement to an whom
1 know to be Special Agents ol the Federal Bureau of Invostlgatoon.

No threats or promises of any kind have been made to me; I have been
told 1 need not make any statement and that this s%atement can be used
in court,

"I was born in I entered the Unitead
States at New ‘ork City about alized eitizen of
the Urited ©tates at Springfie

here sirce about 4t that time 4 belonged to the United Vire wiyrkere,
ine union at this time seened to get along all right with the ajne sAt.

I was in favor of the change to the frogri:~ive Mine Jiuskers because we
thought we would have better conditions. I liked the Progressive Kine
Workers union during the time I belonged to it as I felt it represented

the mirers. I would belong to it now if I had my own way.

"I am now emiloyed at M¥ine 'A' a3 a digger. I have been employed

"I heard about the salz of ine 'A' to Carl Elshoff through
the newspaper and through my fellow miners. I also received a letter
from Bill -yan sayirg he had sold the mlne and that I was no longer an

o kN

w6 R e Ly ' e Nl ok &In 4 -~ oy e
GfIiP.LUJC:'C’ T4 Wwille £ o DJJUUSJJIJ Likd b LLY JUU was BY

the United tfine uorkers.

~ Toaone T dadvmmnA
=1 WIJ-CDQ o+ JY AT W

"I was satisfied with the way the FProgressive Mine #orkers
handled grievances with Mine 'A',

"] heard that Elshoff was going to cperate Kire 'A' through
kine 'B' and that he wouldn't operate kine 'a' unless it was under the
United Mine workers. I didn't think Elshoff would reopen Mine 'A' under

+ha Framwaceive hino unrlore nrr‘ £0 T vnfnr‘ to "\nr\nm a Uh'l"’ﬁl“ “‘11"\9 In?'lf_ r

Wil T AWVRL VEDL T Sl AR P oS Gy -] ¥ e j - P

so I could keep my job. These stories which I heard from the other
miners influenced me to become a United wine worker.

"I did not atterd any of the meetings of the employees of Mine f?
at which it wac deecidcd 4o Yzcoms United tire weriise. 1 decideld to join
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Re: JOWN L. LENIS, ET AL,

up with UM+ because the majority of the men

L
Cortinued)

"Inis statement of two and a fraction pages has been read to me
in the presence of d it is all true,

vy NN
oy
"Hitnessed:
oy @ .
1

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Springfield, Illirois"
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Re: JOWN L. LEwIS, ET AL.

o

PR

E¢ wITH ] |
% Street, “pringfield, Illinois interviewed
his home by Special Agmt”
ﬁappeared cooperative but it is not fe
ood witness because of his ignorance of the Mine "A"
situation. has no known criminal record. He furnished the
following signed statement.
n"Springfield, I11,
September 17, 1943

4 1, Wﬁarﬂ paice
- the following statement to opecial Agen andh
E *of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
promises ve

o threats or
en made to cause me to make this statement,

"l was born in I just started
working at Mine 4 in oining Ukifd at that time, I have never held
an office in any union. I was at Mine A when PMh was formed and joined
up Progressive with the rest of the miners there, I think that the two

wn1ons iiiﬁﬁ same, At present I'm working at

"] learned of the sale of Mine A from the newspaper, and I figured
that 4 would either have to join UMiA or lose my Jjob.

&

"1 never heard any talk to the effect that Mr_ Elshoff was
going to close Mine & and hoist coal through Mine B, or that Mine A
would open only if all the miners joined UkinA,

"] can't clearly recall attending any meetings at PMA Ha.ll,-
Fedmans Hall, or Elks Club where the sale of Mine A was discussed.
I was out of town for a few days visiting

When 1 came back I heard that the men were goi )
Yine A was going to open up, I remember#conﬂng over to my
house and asking me to come to special meeting, Seems to me that I went

to the meeting and joined UK.A at that time. I don't recall the meeting
place, or any part.iculars of the meeting. L

=
4
-y
&
-

P
Ak
py- 3

.‘7

ey

"I returned t.o 14ine A when it opened as & A member, I remember
that we had an excessive number of docks after we retwmed to work, ~

"If I had a free choice I would choose Progressives because

they treated me better.. The UliA gave me a bad room over at Mine A and
I quit L
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

"I have had the above statement consisting

of 1 3/4 pages read to me by Agent
The same is true and correct.

£/ S

INTCRVIE. #1TH

Bnitnesses:

/5/

Special Agerts, F.B.I.
Springfield, I11."
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RE: JOHN L. LEIIS, ET AL.

WPTEWT ST ) reee sy

-t

at his home by Special Agent”
as very cooperatiy
moke & good W 5 inasmuch as hs was away

when Mine & changed from i to Uifiih. ? hes no known criminal
records He furmished the following signed statement:

®Springfield, Ill.
September 15, 1943

Springfield, I1ll. do
cwing statement to Special AsentaM ,
“an of the Federal Bureau of .
No threats or promises of any kind were made to cause me to make this
statement.

wg
- 3
veluntarily m

%] wes born in
ing in the mines in

presen
am & member o em employed as a trip
rider., I heve been an employee of Kine & since 1933 or 1834. Before
starting at Mine 4 I had joined P4 while working at Poesbody Mine #59 in
1932, I was in faver of the split end the new PilA at that time and they
elways treated me elright.

%] found out about Mr, Ryan sclling the mine to Mr. Elshoff from
the newspaper and from a letter Mr., Ryan sent to all the miners, It made
me kind of sick when I first found out about it as I figured that we were

going to have trouble again.

¥Up till the time Mr, Ryan sold Mine & he was getting i.lcng
fine with PLA snd I was satisfied with FAA at that time,

"] don't recall amy rumors to the effect that Mr. Elshoff was
going to close down Mine & and hoist the coel through Mine B, or thet
Kine 4 would open only if the miners Joined Ukk.

¥] attended one meeting at R4 Headquarters where the men dis~
cuszed what was going to be dcne about the sale of the mine. The regular
Pl4 officials were in charge of the meeting, The meeoting was just sort of

; en uproar and nothing much was done. The men decided to d see how
¢ t ing toc como out. 4bout that time I went t%
; %d worked a few days and when I cams bac e mine
was running againe .

%I heard that the men had one or two mestings after I left and
- 529 ~
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REt JOHN L. LE.IS, ET Als

IEXTERVIES 34 the majority voted to join UMrik.
!ccntinued! "Weck Keirrs, Supt. at Mine A came after
me and asked me to come back to work,

and I esigned up with UKWA the next day. 4ll the men who signed up at
once didn’'t have to pay any initiastion fee,.

was a leader in swinging the Mine A men back into

TA. 1 knew him wellad I've heard him say that he favored UkivA way be-
fore the mine was sold. I recall him saying several times, ¥We'd be a
dam sight better off if we were UMvia".

"] have read the sbove statement consistinz of two pages and
the eame is true and correct,

/+/ I
witnessed:

!pecial agents, F,B.1. Springfield, Ill. "
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Re: JOar L. irou,. ©7 AL

INTERVIZV Z/ITH m
— Springfiecld, Illinois, was join wod ot
- his g o on S 14, 1943 by Special
Agents _ and tated he did not attend
any PUA nc2tinzs when the miners at Mino A turned UMW and hnd 1ittle kmowlodge

or ynder.tnsin- ncerni th tter under ingui He is presently &

_cxec‘utcd tho followinz statement:

"Sprinzfield, Illinois
Septeasber 14, 1943

"1, -ake the following voluntary
gtotemont to Gl whom 1 know to be Special
Agents of the Fedecral Bureau of Investig s U. S. Dcpartment of Justios.

"I w2s born at live
at snd I am prcscntly omployed as
both addresscs being pringfield,

Illinois,.

*The lost time I worked at Mine '-'i' was in June, 1942,

"in started working in coal minos as o diggor, working in
the 01d Test Minc, Springficld, Ill, under thc United Mlinc Workers of Amerioa,
which will be reforred to hercinmaftor as the W&, I worked ns a digger im
Hinc 4 off and on frem-to 1942, 1 have never held an officc in o mine
unjion,

"] have no opinion to express regurding the formation of the
Progressive line Union of America, which will be referrod to hereoinafter eas
the PMA, in 1932, :

"For several ycars bofors 1932 I worked under tho UMA as check
weighmon, At the timo FiA organized I had boen dsfeated for the Job of
check weighman and had becomo a coal diggor again,

%I joined tho PMA in 1932 becausc the majority of the miners jolned,
Howevor, I did not like the high handed way John L. Lowis tried to push tho -
new wage scale on tho minors without their consent. I did not havo any
interest in either union as o miner, :

rd

¢
3
£
¢

*I first knew definitely that Elshoff had become oporator of

AL - mlasema T aAlTen hnamd Al &hn ahansa
L A i o

Finc A when my salary check showed the change., I Gis0 hsard ol Bng
through somo of the miners,

rmmeedynr o ow s
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Re: womw . 1FTS0. RT AL
il el "It was thc general opinion among the miners that
Elshoff would try to swing the mine from PMA o~
(Continucd U7 like he had at Minc B, I fclt this way toog

"1 think thc PYA werc more honest at Mine 4 than the UMR had beon
and that chc men vwanted the P4 to remein as the borgaining agent thers., .

"1 heard tho miners tnlking about the foct that Elshoff would try

to take thc ¢oal out of the South scction of Mine A through Mdnc B. I 443

not drow any conclusions. The ¢ rumors did not influence mo to Join the UMy,

"I am surc I did nst attend any o0 the P4 moutings st all when the
men at minc A, signed up with Ui, I had ne interest o joing to any
meetinse either to vote or to 11 ten to any talke. I waanted to stay away
from a1l unizn offairs so I just waited until the miners hed decidec what
union theoy wanted and 1 joired with the majority.

"Lfter the S got the bvargeinios rights ot Minc A in 1041, conditions
bocome ropidly worse than when the mino was oporoiing under the Fil.

"Elshoff brought in a couple of Poabody Mine tFoce! bosses from
Pcabody Mine #53 and #59. These bosses took an insolent attitude toward the
miners. They tried to makc slavos of us.,

"The UM fined mc illegally, Thore was no hoaring, no trial, end
n» chargee presonted ngainst me.

"I have rcad this st-tcment consisting of two and ono half pages

end it is truc and correct,

®iitnessed:

S < i-ncd)

:’ :-, "Spcciol Arcnt F.B,1.
- A
Lo pccial Arent F.B,I."
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET 4L,

INTERVIE. 1.TTH
— Pringilcla, inois, vas .
18 home by Special Lgmmﬂd
? He appoared cooperative but It 18 not Ie
hc wo La%- A good vitness bocause of the noutral atiztude vwhich he
adopted and his lack of knovledge of pertinent facts. has no
knotm criminal rccord., He fumished the following signed statement.
. "Springfiold, T1l.
Saeptomber 13, 1943

ve the YTollghing Statencn. to

*Jho havc poge themselves knowm to nc as 5&.5
Agents o ) reau of Investigation. No threats or promises .
of any kaind have becn nade to cous: nme to neoke this statement,

canc to America in
I first joinoed
I

"I vas bom in
vos pnaturalized at Springfaield,
ELA 1n -n I bepan to vork in the
have never an office in eny union.
Hine L startining in Nov,

nI vas ncutral tovards cither W34 or PU4 in 1932. All I was in-
tercstod in at that tinc was keeping my job. I joined ngressivos
at i4dnc » but did so only becausc I wanted to keep my Job.

nTn the swmcor of 1941 I hoard that Mr, Fyan had sold line A to
Mr. Elshoff, My vifc elso road cbout the sale to me from the paper.
When I heard the nows I decided to go along vith the majority and if Mine
L vent B2,; T decided T wouldn't be first and T vouldn't be last to join
Wf.4. The Pl took carc of mo just about as good as now, I was not ap-
proached by any orgenizers to join . 4. '

"I heard nearly all the men talking obout Lr, Elshoff going to take
thc eco2l out of line & through }inc B, I hoard this talk in Beer
Taverns when I vas talking vith the other rminers, I was scared that I
vould lose 1y bread & butter if this ¥as true, I thought that I vould have-
to look for another job. :

¥] don't rucall hcaring enything about Mino 4 being oponed if all
the nien vould join WL, .

#] attended & neoting at the Elks Club on Sunday., MHost of the
miners fron ifine A verc therc. sked nc to cono come to
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R: JOHN L. LE:IS, ET LL.

that necting. I don't know who was in charge
of that nmeeting. Four or five nen talked but
the only one I rcemenber was the last ane who

talked, !'r. Ednandson, _’~-c_a all voted to goin WEA. I vas infiusnced o
vota U+ ~ eo T could kcep riy job, Nr. Rdnondson promised to take care of
211 the vriears.

THTERVIE . L.ITH

nT yas not a member of any Committee during this tine. Before the
minc closcd dovm Py, it vas good. Vhen ve first went back to vork in
1941 therc ves an avful lot of docks but now it is alripght agein,

"I have had thc voluntary stricuent nade ty ne consisting of 2 pages
read to ne b inent The scme 15 true atl ecrieet and I do hereby

sign oy nane.
/s R,

witnesseds

/s/

Special Agents, F.B.I.M
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nS.  Jouy L. IFWIS, ET AT

iNI'ﬂRVIE’.‘ ‘"Iii
TEmMoer 1'? 1':3('.'.) Oy wpoClidds ajelluve -
ppeared to be fagg—;-
intelli;nt & agd a lair erstanding o e events under inquiry. It

is beliewed that he will make a good witness, He disclaims any criminal
record. o

Street,

[ = J R i, TRy

pringfield, Illinois, was }

2 Yoy Qrantal A-ranta

His statenent is as follows:

"Springfield, Illinois

"~ -—_——lme 1P} 10
Se tember 17, 1943

Springf 1e1d ’

HI,
Tilinois do make the following voluntar) siatomeat to
and ISR | om T know to be Special Agents o ¢ Federal
Bm‘cmn. No thrcats or promiscs of any kind have been
made to me; I have beon told I necd not make any statemcnt and that this
statement can bc used in court. ‘

1 rosi rinsficld, Iillinois
and vizs born in
cmpioyed &t Min >
Unitcd Mine Yorkers but

timec.
I hove neve ; i n any union. I am prasently employed -
2t Mine MA" as & digger. I have been cmployed at Mine "A" since

Prior to 1932 I was not satisficd with thc United Minc Worker!s
Organizatiocn because the officials did not truly reprosent the miners and
thecy scemcd to play into th: hands of thc minc operators. Being dis-
satisficd with the union I was in favor of the switch over to thc Frogres-
sivc Mine Workers,wrI felt thzt thc Progressive Mine Yorkers Union was a
good oryinization, represented the miners and was conscicntious in handling
grievanccs., There was no trouble between PLM.U, and the oporator of

Minc YA® up until the sale of Mine "AM,

®*] first read about the scle of Mine A% by rcuding it in the
newspapers. I knou immediatcly that Elshoff would operatc the minz with

mincrs from the United Mine “orkers and that my job was probobly gone un-
1zss I was ablc to Join U ¥ 7, . s

F ®T hecard that blshoff was going to opercte Mine "A" through

f Minc "B" and thut he would only operctc Hine AW with U K U miners, I
heard thesc rumors at tho mectings the employeos of Mine Ma" hild to de-
¢ide whet they were going to do. I figured that thesc storics were true
and that I had better join the UM%, 1f T vantued to keop my job.
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'RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET. «1

INTERVIE." VTTH ®T attended the meectings which the Minc “A" miners
held. presided over the meetings held
continue at Redman's Hadll ard at thc Elks Hall, T also

-attended another meeting &t the Progrcssive BRall.
At the Jirst aeeting ar:uncnts took place as to whether or not the men

should joiu Y,M.U... At thc next me:tiny I attended held st Redmon's Hall
a Comittoe on which werce and
mwas appointcd to go and sce Mr,. Eishoff and get his opinion.

omavtce roported back to the miners on the following Sunday after-

; noon at thc Elks Club and said that Oscar Falcetti, the super, said that

- the wen could cither chinge to U,M.Y. or he would hoist the cozl out
through Mine "B" szhaft. Then the miners voted to Join U.M,0, Atfter that
¢ committce went wit and got Roy BEdiwnadson of U.M,.... and he came over
and madc a speech in which he pronised the ten all the rights and privi-
leyges of the U M. ond prouisced the non that there would be no initiation
fec, About 150 to 200 nminers joincd up there and then. Edoundson said
that hc would get a controet from Elshoff or ccll o strike of the men at
Mine "Bn, Hc also told us to zo out to the Mine the next doy ond we
could go to work. I did. ;7o out the next da and went right to work using
the s:a2.2 check nu ber as whon I had quit 5 months buefore. The next norn-
ing I recad in the paper that Elshoff had sipnod a contr.ct the preceding
night. There is no question in ry mind thot the whole procedurc was pre-
arranped between the Unitod ldne Workers and “lshoff apd thet Edmurdson'a
talk about callinm a strike wes just so much ®hot air.

"I voted to switch over to the U.IL', becausc the majority

had decided to go over and because I was convinced I couldn t go back to
work as® a Progressive miner. If T had uy own free choice in the matter
I would still be a nenber of the Frogressive Mine Workers because my
vote would then mezn soixcthin: and the officers would be responsive to
the rank and file :cnbers which i4s not truc in the United Uine ®orkers.

* #] have read the within statement consistint, of f sur and 2
fraction pages and it is all true. "

" —

miitnessed

!13001‘ a! & onts, !.B.-I.-

) Sprinsfield, I1linols®

-
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2. JINAY L. LEWIS, FT L. . .

INTERVIEN WITH Springfield, Illinois,

Bs erviewed in his resi'denﬁi ii ﬁﬁiﬁmbﬁi i&l 1943,
by Special Agent
understands Bn

indifference to union activities or a reluctance to talk about union

activities. wag friendly, but he did not furnish much important
information, would not commit himself as to his willingness to testify.

He said he has nn criminal records The following signed statement was obtained:

RSpringfield, Ill.
Sc.ptember 14, 1943,

nIi - make the following vulvntary statement to*
‘hom I know to be Specinl égonts of the Federa
!urm:.u 05 Evcstigation, or my own frec will, with no throats or promises

made to me,

1 entered
father, who

"I was born in
the United States 4in

and derived my citizenship through
was twenty-one. I am living at

was naturalized before

of Americe: 1 sm a member of the UM .Ti. at the

pHiLeFii Sy L1303

"In 1932, the fact that the union at Xine A changed from U.M.W.
to P.M.4&. made no differcnce to me. I was satisfied to go with the majority,
tnd hove seen no diffcrence in the unions. Both unions hove trcated me 5.11
right, and I have no kick coming with either,

"] don't know who owns Mine 4 now. I don't ¥now just when it
was that Ryan sold the mine; or who bought it, It didn't meke any difference
to me that thc ownership of the mine changed, for I felt that my work wog o
sctisfactory, and I would bc kept on. I don't remember hearing anything" =
ebout the possible operstion of Mine & through Mine B, or hcaring cnything -
cbout tho mine being worked only wnder U.M.%. No one nsked me to join the
U.M.%. I didn't go to very mony P.K.A. meetings, and don't romember that I
ever attended any at all in September of 1941. I didn't hear any talk ebout
o switch to the U.M.W. by the P.M.A. local et Mine 4, and don't remember Vot
ing in eny referendum to get the U.M.W. back &t the mine.

» ncd u tho fall of 1941m:
told me I '
to Udlowe and join up, bocause I couldn't go Dack to work in the mine’ !.S'
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RE: JOHN L. LFE.IS, ET AL.

INTERVIE. ".ITH I didn't, 1T olso heard, from other men around Bpring-
field, thot 1if I wonted to go back to work in the mine,
I'd neve to join U.M.W. It made no difference to ms.

If the nzjority of the men wanted to swing over to U.M.%.,
it was 271 right with me. I'd be sctisfied under either union. I heve no
prcforerac, ’

Lcontinucd)

I have had the foregoing, consisting of approximetely two poges,
rezd to ne, end state thot it is true to the best of my kmowledge.

/c/ H—
TS

rimcial 4gents, FBI, Springfeld, Il1. ’ "
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

B — m
m pringfield, 1ll., was interviewed at his residenc '
n September 14, 1943 by Special Agents
and ﬁi‘ms man understands English fairly well and can
express himscal 1n a Jam said he has no criminal record.

he
He is willing to testify, said that his first name
-but. he always signs as cause he cannot wri

furnished the following signed statement,

"Opringfield, Ill.
September 14, 1943

"1 ive the following wcluntary state-
ment to n hou 1 know to be ®pecial
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Invese ion, of my own free will,
with no threats or promises made to me.

"l am living &t “Springfield T111., and
g at Panther Creex #ine No. 4. 1 was born in —
and came to the United States in was

Springficld in I joined the U,K.W. in Spring-
and was & member oI that union wntil 1932, when the
local at kane A, W i was working, swung over to P.M.A, I worked
at Mine A until&, when I quit and begar working at
Panther Creek., 1 was in favor of the switch from U.M.W, to P.M.A,,

because I felt we had better conditions with that wnion, I always
liked the F.K.#. better than the UMW,

"In September of 1941 I saw a notice in the paper that
Elshoff had bought mine » from Ryan. I was sore about it because I
liked the way Ryan ran 3 mine, and because 4+ didn't want to work
wnder a company that had had all the trouble Elshoff had had at Mine B,
At a P.X.h, meeting, I heard that Elshoff might operate Mire A from
Mine B, and figured that this would put me out of a job unless I
joined the U,¥,W, I also heard in a P,M,A. meeting that Elshoff
wouldn 't open up Mine ~ unless it opened up U.M.W. Ididn't like
the idea, but had to do it, because I couldn't get a job anywhere
else at that time,

"] went to some of the regular P,M.A, meetings, but I don't
: remember beirg at any meeting where a special committee was apointed,
- or where such committee made any report. I attended a meeting of -
the .M.\, one Sunday evering at the ®lks Club, I signed up with the
U.M.W. at that time. Edmundson epoke¢ at this meeting and said that
when the mine joined the U.M.A., the Mine A would reopen. 1 don't

L
§-
!
:
I
£
i
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

INTCRVIEW #ITH know who led the meeting., No one forced me
to join the U,M.». The entire local went, 1
Ol felt T had to join to keep my Jjob.

“m.dor Hyan, when the P.M.s, had the union, there weren't
any docks -~Zter the U.M,w, and Elshoff got in, there were many docks,
<nd no cxplonation for them., I quit Mine 4 because I didn't get enough
2ir down in the minc, and 3lso because I was getting docked so much,

1 didn't like working there under the U.M.», with the officers they had.

"I have had the foregoing, consisting of about two pages, read
to me, and statc that it is true to the best of my kncwiedge.

#/
Sy -

Spceial sgents, !.!.g.

Springfizld, I11.¢

q
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2e:_.J0BN L..LE.IS, ET AL.

INTERVIE. ITH — Springfield,
I1lincis was jointly interviewed at his residence con

September 14, 1943 by Speciaml Agents

mdP This individual is presently employed by enther
Creck Lkinc #5, Springfield, Illincis, which 18 e FMA mine. He can read
Epglish, wns ccoperntive, and enswered questions in & straight forward
menner, He wes under the impression Elshoff would force ¥ine & employees
to join UMW steting he dmow Mine B woculd not opon until Elshoff had signed

with UMW, He executed the following written statemont:

®Soringfield, Illinois

Scptember 14, 1943 .

"y neke the following foluntary stoatement
tc whom I know to be Specinl Agents
cf ederel Bureau of Investigation, U.S.Depertment of Justice, .

"I presently roside at Springfield,
I1lircis, and I am employed nt the Creck kine #9o, Springfield, es

e digrecre I was borm in I arrived in the U,8.
in t the Pert of New lork. wes Noturalized at Springfield, Illinois
in The first mine union I jeined was the United Mine Workers of
anmerica, referred to hereinafter es the UMW, at the Peabody Mine #6, near
Shermen, Illincis in Novenber-. I werked 4n Mines in the Soringficld
tres frcr:. to 19365, ‘

%on 1935 I started werking et Mine & &s & member
of the ¥rogressive iine norkers cof bmerj referred to hereinaftor ae the
Pihe I worked at that mine until ﬂ I quit on that date es
the Fanther Creek Mine #5 was cleosor to my home, and I started working
therec, : ‘

"I was werking at Peabody Mine #57 at Springfield in 1932 when
thet mine went Fih. I went along with the majority and voluntarily joined
that union, to have steady works 1 never had any trouble with any union.
after 1 joincd the PMA I liked that union.

"I heerd that Elshoff hed bought Mine A through the newspapers.
I also heard a rmumor that the mine would open under the Wfil, I theought
I might lose my job if we did nct sipn up with the WIW, as Mine B did not
cpen until they signed with the WM., I decided to go with the mojority.
The mine undor the FXA and ¥r, Ryan wcs oporating sotisfaotorily.

9] herrd rumors that Elshoff might operate Mine A through Eine
B, cr on the condition the men would join the Wii. I do not kmow the
scurce of the rumors or whether they were true, It locked like Elshoff wns
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REy JOHN L. LEuIS, ET AL.

XTERVIE. “ITH roing to force tho miners to join the UMW if they
vanted to work, 1 decided to do what the mejerity
{continued) 3id abcut this,

"I cnly sttended two mectings of the iMA hefcre the miners at
Line & juinud the WGi. Bcth of these mootings were held in the R Hall,
and I gaw n nctice of the moetings on ¢ bulletin board at the A Hall.

"1 think the rresident of the Loeal at Mine 4, m
{phonetic) tuok churze of the first meeting. 4t this neetilly, G

wzs decideds There were arguncnts for arnd cgainet peing over to the We.
There were nc fights end as far as 1 know, no W vrganizors were present.

Bzt the seccnd mceting I thirk the rrosident of the PLA loocal
wes in charrc. Nething wes decided ot this mceotings There wos a fight
on the stairway. I was in the hrll, and did not see it. They were both
Pliia men, as far es I now, 1 did not teke on wetive part in the wmesting
ond I wes not on any comittocse Ko WNF menbers were thoro to my mowledgze,

No one teld me I had to join the W,

¥I 4id not ro te the Elks Club when they votcd for the iAW,
but scmecne told me ebcut it leters 1 knew thet since the UMW won the
vote, it wculd be neccssary for me to join the W0 in order to go back to

works. -

"On * I went to the W¥ office and signed
a8 menbership enrd. I think cenditions at the mine under thée UMW was abcut

the scme as befcere the Wi wes there, 1 quit on end went
to the ronther Crock Eine #5 and joined the A, Just to be nearcr to my

homo.

"I have read ond I undorstand encugh Epglish so thot 1 under=-
stond ecch of the three poges of thie statement, end I wish to say that

it is the truth to the best of my knewledpo.
was prescnt during the time this statemont waW
has read the three pages of this statemont,

(B) —A !
Witnosseds '

[
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Rey JOHK L. LEWIS, ET AL

On September 16, 1943, Special Agents and
interviewed
who was entirely cooperative at

the time of this interview, He seem to have a very good understanding
of the situation at Mine -A duri jod in question. He appeared to be
en honest and rcliable person. advised that he has no criminal
record. It is felt that he would be a willing but poor witness should his
testimony be necessary.

—gave the following signed statement:

pringfield, Ili,

Sept. 16, 1943

"I ive the following information to*
& who arc known to me to be Spec. Agents of the ole
No threats or promlscs have been made me to get me to give this information,

yrs. and am still there as
I came to the U. S, when 1
citizen for about

IVTERVIEW WITH

"1 heve been working at Mine A for
a digger was born in

%as about

"I joined the F.M.A, in 1932 I was glad to do this and was always
ploased with the Progressives. I heard from the other miners in 1941 that
Elshoff had bought the Mine "A" and that if we wanted to go back to work
we would have to go back to U.M,WW, Vhen we heard that Elshoff hsd bought
Mine "A" everyone was worried, when we had Bill Ryan it wes nice working
there. No one came to my home to see me about going back to U.,M.W. I heard
thet Flshoff might close Line “A"™ and teke coal out through Mine "B" the
men were all talking about this. I didn't think this would be donme "I thought
it was to expensive, I heard that if we all went back as U.M.%. Elshoff would
open XMine "AM™ otherwiss he would not open it, I felt bad about this because
1 had worked There a long time and jobs were scarce, I felt I either had
to go back to U.K,W. or be out of a job. I guess everybody felt like that,

"I only went to ono meeting around this time that was at Elks, 1
heard about some others but I didn't go. 1 heard from The other men that
the meeting was to be held at the Elks. I think Edmundson was brought over
to the meeting after we took the vote, All 1 heard was that if we went back
U M. %, the mine would open otherwise it wouldr't. I just vcted along
with the rest of them to go back to U,M.W, because otherwise we would be
out of work, we haed slready been off about § months. I Imow Edmundson gave
a talk and afterwards we may have signed cards_ I am not sure sbout this,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

v After the meeting at the Elks Club I returned home at
once, The whole local went back to U.M.%. as & group and
{continued) 1 dont recall evor having signed anything. Conditions

et the mine were better under P.M.A. than they are now
under U.K.%. The dues are about the same,

"] have had Agent ?ead this 2 page statement to me as I can
not read english. This is a rue and correct and just as I have told it
to the Agents, I am signing this of my own free will,

“Siped:....-.--t001.l!.-l-.ll.'..l-..l...

‘signed)

"ritnesses:

{signed),
Special Agent, F.B.I.,
St. Paul, Minn.

(signed)
Spec. Agt. FBI (Milw.)
,an-iﬂaf"icﬂdi Ill-

WE e lep . S = _-=3

Sept, 16, 1943"

w



P Re: JOHN L, LENIS, ET AL

ITERIIA LWITH Jointly interviewsd
Ay T and

S — at his msidmce,WSﬁmm,
Tllinois on September 15, 1943. He speaks appeared to’
have little understandiug of the pertinent issues involved in this case, His

appearance 35 poor. He vould be willing to testify to the facts as set
forth in the following signed statenent:

n3pringfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943

«I, i pake the following voiuntary statement
to an , vhom I know to be Special Agents
of the Feder ureau o: Investigation, U,5. Department of Justice.

ot ——7TL"C ield, 111l Qo gy
¥ine 4 as a co igzer. I was bom

e, e
o%
ived in the United States in T was Hatu F1:]

hile I was in the Armmy. I started

WO i f 73, and have vorked there continuously
ever s:.nce. The first mine union I ever joined Tas the United Hine Torkers
of America, referred to hereinafter as the L., at the Peabody Mine, which
is now mine #59, at Springrield, I1l. in I was vorking at that )
mne in 1932 as a nerber of the U§., vhen that mine closed on strike. The
men voted for the Progressive Hine 1.orkers of America, referred to here-
inafter as the PiA, and 1 voted for the PIA with the majority of the
miners., This mine dad not open, so I went over to Mine A and vorked as a
pember of the PIA. It did not make amy difference to me vhich union I
belonged to, just so I could vork. After I joined the FtIA, I liked that
union.

"I first heard that Zlshoff had bought Mine A in 1941 from the
newspapers and later, ir. Ryan sent me a letter saying he had sold this
mine, Uhen I heard this, it did not make any difference to me vho owned
the mine, or vho vas operating it. ,

® hen I vorked in lfine A under the PHA I was satisfied., No one

ey :
et ne about joining the Uf,. I did not attend many union moetings,

C aCvea

I did not hear that Elshoff might opcrate lMine A through lline B, or that he
would open it if the men joined the ¢ . Even if this vas true, it vould
make no difference to me. I know that if I domy work, I will get my pay.

nIn Septomber, 1941, vhen the niners at mine A vere discussing
: joining the M§, I attended two meetings, one at the PMA Hall and ome
; at the Blks Club., I learned of the mcetings through the novspapers.
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Ker JOHS L. Lawi3, &7 AL

ok C1IT At the meeting at the PMA Hall, the President of
Pll4 local at mine A presided. I did not understand
what happened as it vas hard for me to understand the
Enplish vhile they were all talldng at the meeting. There were no fights
end I dad nct see any U5, nen there, I do not know vho made talks. 1 was
not on an; curmittees,

ra Al TLa Ml ook e 1 WK e : AnA
AL 1 r..u\a Lu.uu m‘:’:buig, \}Juunt:lu.u), PLiTOLUTU,

There vere no Pf men present., There was not much discussion and ve all
voted to join the . After we decided to Join the UM., we sent for
Ednundson of UM, and he made & short talk. I do not know vhat he said,
T.e were all pgiven MY cards to fill out, and I joined the i, As far as
I knov only P4 nen vere present when we voted to join the UM". I wanted
to join the U7 because 1t is bigeer and stronger tnan the PEA, No one
talked to ne to get ne to join the UN1.

iThe conditions at fine 4 are just the same for me now as
they were under the FlA.

1] hzve carefully read and fully understand the two and one
quarter pages of this statenunt, and it is all true to the best of my

inoviledge.

= oy

Titnessed:
iiiial !"ent !l.!.I.
Speca ent, F.B.JI."
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Springiield, Illinois was Jointly intervieved on
September 14, 1943 al Agents ?

Springii
eng a conditions remain
“

) S WO
the same under elcher uynion and it made little difference to him vho

had bargaining rights, He stated he believed Minc A would opan when
Elchoff signed with WM. He had therefore prepared to join prior to any
mectings., He exccuted the following written statcment:

Springicld, Tllinois
Scptamoer, 14, 1943.

7, SR -2 thc folloving statcment to

ﬁ mmvhou I Imow to be Spoeizl Agents of the
Fedcral Burcazu of Investigation, U.S. Departmernt of Justice. This
statcnont is being zivon voluntarily be me and no threats or promises have
been made to inducce me to meke this stateaunt.

u] residc at ringficld, Illinois. I vas
I an presently employed at

inois as

nT first joincd the United Minc Yiorkers of Amcrica, referrg
hercinafter as the Wf:, about Tilinois, at the
I vorked in conl mines in the Sprinpfiocld areec from
to 1932 under the M#., In 1932 2y I vent to Minc A. Thc Pi{4 had the a
goining rinhts, so I joincd that wnion, I am nov referring to the Pro-
gressive Minc L.orkers of Ameriea, rcferred to heroinafter as the PMA. I

vorked in Mine A until Decomber, 1941,

nBofore going to vork at Mine f; I Worked at the Jefferson Mine,
Springfield, Illinoia as a momber of the Wf. The Jefferson mine closed
down for finencial reasons, so I wient out to Mine f.. I voluntarily joincd
the Ry, at Mine A, It did not pake any difference to me which unien had
the bargeining rights., I was an enginecr and the working conditions undor

oither union vere the samec.

) uIl first lzamed Elshoff had purchased Mine 4, through the nows~
papers, I did not welconc the chnngc as I wos satisfied, and I did not
knov hov sccurc my Jjob ¥as or vhat cuangcs vould bc mode, Tho labor con-
ditions undcr the PiY. and Mr. Ryan, the operator werc good and tho men
were vell satisficd as far as I could determino, I was not approached

by anyonc to Join thc WL,
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Re: JOHN L, LEFIS, ET AL

INT ' ; ] heard & rumor, source not knowm, that Elshoff -

might operate ldne A4 through Mine B, I did not
continue think this was possible as Nine B could not handle

‘that volumn of coal as it had all it could handle
elready “hr-ugh the Min> B Tippie.

"]t was telk at the mine that ¥lshoff would open line A on the
condition thot the miners would Jjoin the WI:s I thought this was
possibly true, knoving vhat had happened at Mine B.  Elshoff opened
Wine B after the U1, got bargaining riglits., Thercfore, I thovght I had
better join tho U, to keep my Job, I mede uwp my mird to do this before
any meeting, It wade no differvnce to me vhich wnior s2d 1h: contract
with the operators of lLinc 4.

"I vent to tvo wnion westings during thoe time of the discussions
concerning Minc 5 cmployoees joining the UF.. One was at the P2 HA11
znd the othor vas held =t the Elks Club, Springficld. Somc PA momber
presided a2t the necting vhich vas held at +the Fil H2ll., I do not reeall
how I got noticce of this mecting, They dircussed whether tho miners’
should join the M. Sonc mincrs vanted to and others did not., Thers
vierc no threats or fights but they arpucd about the mattor. I wos not
clected or appointed to any coumittece. There were no 1837 orpanizers
present to oy knovledge., T zlso vent to the meoting hold at the Elks
Club on Sundsy, in September, 1941, I do not romember how I got notice
of this nmceting, I do not knov who presided ot this mocting, Thore
vas practically no discussion, and the vote vas token by o standing votc and
all I sav, votcd in frvor of UMI.. No one influanced my vote. Before this
vote, I do not recall that therc vere any W) organizers prosent,

wiftcr this vote, the P\ meombers asked Ry Edmundson of the U
to come over to teke them in as o local of the U7.. Bidmundson crme over
with onc or tvo mcn I did not know, He made a short speech saying Flshoff
vould opon Mine 4 in a short timg, date not recalled, I do not recall
anything clec that might have happened at that mecting.

"] started vorking at Mine [, as soon as it opcned but only wrked
about threc months which vas about Deceuber, 1941, and then I quit,
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Illinols,

Re: JORN L. LEWIS, ET AL
was jointly interviewe

i‘ﬁﬁ VIZCW WITH
1943 by Speciel Agents

He stated it made no difference to him what union he was in, that working
corditions wer~> better under RYAN, and that he did not attend any of the
meetings o° *\ bceause he was tao old for that sort of thing. He hed
nothing of value to contribute to this imquiry, but executed the following -
statement:

i

_ T1linois
- September 17, 1943

" ¢ the following voluntar; stateuent to
n whom I know to be Srecial Agents of the
oderal Bureau of Investigation, U. S, Department of Justice.

and becams & naturalized
I am pressntly employed
and have worked th:re continucusly since
Illincis,

"] was born in
United States citizen in

at ¥ine A, Sprinmgfield, Ill.
I i -

"] started working at Mine A es & member of the Progressive Mine
Workers of Americe, which will be referred to hereinafter, as the FilA. I
liked this union, but it made mo difforerce to me when I changed over to
the United Mine 7orkers of America, which will be referred to hereinafter
as the TMN. )

"] heard no rumors or talk about the mine not opening unless the
miners joined UMi or that the mine would be opersted through mine B.

"] 1iked Yr. Ryan better than Elshoff as the mine operator because
working conditions at the mine were better under Ryan.

"1 thought I would have to join the UMK when Elshoff bought the

mine because Mine B wes operating under the UMW,

“I attended none of the meetings in the Fall of 1941 which were
ealled by the PMA to decide what union to work under. I was too old for
that sort of thing.

"The only reason I signod with the UM\ was becauss 1 wanted to work
and not because I liked the UMA.

"Io one ever contacted me to got me to join the TMA,
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

%] was satisfied to work under the F¥A snd I liked that

WTERVIES WITH
.nion better than the UMA,

"§¥ITNESSED:

(signed)
Special Agent, F.B.I.

AR -
S~ecial agent F.B.I."
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He is presentl;

d i go i ecause of his ability to express
intellirence above that of the average niner, He gave information vhich
set forth in the folloving signed statement.

wSpringfield, T1.
September 9, 1947,

"Mv nane is ke the folloring
statenent to an , *ho have
identified thenselves to ne to be opecial rzeuts o e Federal
Bureau of Investigation. J'o promiese, threats, or consideration of
any kind has been nade to we 1o maké this statenent. I am willing, if
necessary, to go to court and repeat any part of this statement.

the men at liine A nostly switchcd over to '§ . I had been sick, and
had not 1orked at line A since 1935, but + stayed active in the local,
I sav the nen quite frequently around torn,
cnded all the meetings.

and a ¢ neetings.,

T merd 30 i
"During the swumer of 1941, the mine vas closed,

vuspally ¥as. Therc vas no @Sscussion anong the nen about any disatis~
faction vith the opnration of the local or of changing over to the nr.
Suddenly, an announcencnt cane ocut in the paper that Elshoff vas going

to mm iAne A. Right a'ay there vas talk among the wen about changing.

Tere vas a necting of the local about tro nights after the announcement.

T do not recall exactly “hat happencd that night, because 1 vas pretiy

busy filling out exoneration papers, etc., for men that cannot read or

Trite 8o voll, <‘here was & lot of confusion that night, No one knev

vhat vas going to happen., I do not lnow vhat vas said from the floor,

but T did hear many men talking in private conversations about the possibility
of taking the coal out of 'ine A through iline B, vhich Elshoff ran, and :
not open Hine A at all, That rould have been possible, and the men knev that,
beczuse these tvo mines were joined and used the same escape. There vas
2lso talk that if the mon joined the W™ that the minc vould be reopened,

i do not lmov riy they thought that it vould open if it vds Wl, but that

vas vhat everyone thought. I think the men vho favered the U verc passing
that word around. The nen kner that liine B vas T and the men vanted to

ag it - .
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Re: JONN L. LEIS, ET AL.
= - to work, and figured that Elshoff would probably
operate mine A through Mine B, The men thought
Cont inued) - that Elshoff was favoring the M. That was

the general opinion, and that was probably the
reason that therr thourht that Flshoff vould not operate ‘fine 4 with P mem

"At the first meeting not nmuch happenod flothing vas decided, be-

cause no one knev nuch about vhat va i little later there
v2s anotiaer necting. That might, d sone of the other
nen vanted to vote right there in Trogressive about Jjoining the Wf.

Soric of the nen from other P1} locals viere therc and Tould not let them take
such a votc in the P! hall. They elected & committcc tec o end oo Elshoff

end £ 4 - ras poing to do. -‘! »s on that cormittoc. I think
vas on that counttec, bat L do not romember oxactly
vho. ihbat "os about a nat ves done, beeider more talk among the men about

thce possibility of mining lHuce A through mine B.

"ihe ecomiittes never reported to the locel again, because the next
nceting vas held at cathor the #1ks or the X of C, and I did not go to that
mecting. I do not knor vhovw that meeting was called.

m.fter that meeting the local had a for other meetings. It is
still in operation, and has about 30 nembers, nen, vho did not go back to Minec
/. and vork under the United iinc Yorkers.

#*There vas nover any violence that I knov of caused by the PifC
in kocping the men in the P} at iiine /. The non there verc all pretty vall
satisfied vith the local and the A7 until Elshoff started opcrating the mine,
end then thoy all changed, because they Tanted to vork, and verc efraid that they
could not vork vithout joining the-Wf . Lt loast that is the vay it appeared
to me,

/s/ cial Lpent FBI
F. Bl I. "
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INTERVIEW WITH 11linois was interviewed at his
— home, September 13, 1 cial Agents “
Inmennnutll . . > b ndad tha

b L3l e A

0 o

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

VEUVOW 1 Wil LV Y e T

jLlwy
is able to spe 8h well but would make a
avors UMW,

a crimi=nal reco
poor wi-neuis os he

B i shod the following signed statemontt

A
>ptember 13, 1943
pa—_—______ T,

"I I11,, mak: tte following
voluntary statcmenl Lo and vhom I know to
be Special agcnts of the Feder caw of Inveutieciicn, no forece, threats

or promises hove becn made in obtaining this stavcuent and I know that what -

T e we amams s we Tow avpnrs .y -4
I may say may be uszd in a court of law,

#1 was borm

m enmigrated to the
beccme 8 naturalized citizer ol Lle U.S, :Ln.'x Spring-

"I was employed at Minc "A" in about 1939 and 1 gun"still
cmployed at Kine M4 as & driver. !

UsS. in
I‘ield, .

- s N £ emer. B I

"1 bceame 2 member of UKW Waﬁu transferred
to the UWS, in I changed from W s 1n cause UMW stole the
votes cast concermang a cut in thc wage scale.

#1 thought PMA was = good union being operatod for its
members but it made no differcnce to ne, whether I was 2 member of PMA
or M. I took no activc pert in union activities. I did not attend

union pootings and I have ncver held office in any union.

PIn about hugust 1941 I hcard somc of the mincrs talking about
Mine "4i" being purchascd by Blshoff. This was the first I know of the
sale of Minc "AM" to Elshoff, I felt at the tine I heard Elshoff bought Mine
Win that Mine "A&" would become an UMW mine rather than & PUA ninc as
linc "BY, which was opcrated by Elshoff was an MW mine, It madse no

difference to me whether Mine "A" changed from FIA to UMW or not.

"Up until Elshoff purchased Mine ¥A" in August 1941 the

mnlovees &t Mine "A™ were satisfied with FMA.

®*] was never approached by W organizers.

"] Hd not hear any rumors that Kine ®4%" could be operated
though Mine "BY,
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Ret JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH through Mine “B",

t con E:.nueES

*I did not hear any rumors that Elshoff would only
operate Yine "A" if it changed to UMW,

—who resides in Springfield informed me that he

was 1o be held at the Elks Club to decide something ahout

Mine "A%, No one told me the reason the meeting was to belheld at the
Elks Club 4in Sept. 1941,

nT did not rcceive notice of any other meetings. I reside
a long distance from Springfield, therefore, I took no interest. in any
meetings.,

nSome of the miners informed me after the meeting at the
Elks Club, that the local PMA decided to join UMW,

"] returned to Mine YAY about a week after Mine "A" opened
in Sept. 19/1 at which time I joined UuW in order to go to work.

%I do not sce any difference between FKA and MW, conditions
at Minc "A® subsequent to Scpt. 1841 havc been the same under W as they
were under PLA prior to that time,

®I have had this statement consisting of three pages read
to me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Witnessed:—

pecizl Agent FuB.I.
Spccial Agen‘b, F.Bel."
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"mem.
Ill., muke tho following voluntury gic.0ment to opd
H whan I know to bo Bpcoial agonts o cdoral Burotu

of InVCSLlgs

¢ O

REs JOHS L. LEWIS, ET al.

—

14, 1943 by Bpeoinl agents
stoted ne did not have & orimine] record.
Pnglish well ond would moke o fulr witness.
signod stuuemunt to agontss

He furnished tho folliowing

"Springfield, Ill.,
Septembor 14, 1943.

one No foroo, threats or rcromisca hovo boen modo in
obtaining this stutcrnent und I kmow that what I moy say muy be usod in

2 oourt of low,
'I was born mm ommigrotod to tho
U.S. in JJ become o naturailzed citison o U.S, in

Iil.

"1 beourmo o member of UM/ in suburn, Ille in and 1
romainod a mombor of UM until ut whioh time I joined Fiti uns W87
wantod to osut the wuge ponle,

"I thought Pl wus ¢ good union being operated for its
menbersa

"In Bepts 1941 I road in tho nowspupor that ELSHOFF
bought Hine ™" fram RYaN, I thought ot thet tino thut Mino "a* .
would ohunge to W4T as I did not think ELSHOFF would oporate Mine "B”
as W7 und Mine « &5 PMae

"Brior to tho tine ELSHOFF bought lfine "A" tho enployoos
ot thce mine werc sutisfiod with PHa.

"o LT orgonizers nttomptod to got mo to join WE! uftor
ELSHOFF bought Mino "a"e

*] hourd o runor among the cmployoos of Mino 4 thot it wos
possible for Mine ™." to be operntoed through Mino "B" nnd ELSHOFF would
onorato Mine "a" through Hino "B" if tho employoces of Mino "4i¥ did not
join W&ls Vhen I hoord that Hino "u” oould bo oporeted through
Mino "B" I did not dooided to join WS/ but deoided to wait end see

what happenods

—~ RRA -
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REs JOHN L. LEIS, ET al.

", fow duys uftcr ELSHOFF bought Mino "t
in Bopts, 1941 u specoicel mooting of PHa at P
niinue hall was hold, nothing wus dooided tt this
nocting and it wos not lmcnm whut would tuke
»luoe in the oporution of Iino " ?

", few doys aftor the first neoting, « specinl nuoting
wt.s held at PIL, hell ot whioh timo o oconnittoe wis appointed to sco
ELSHOFF to find out if Hino "i" wos to bo put into oporutions Tho
ocormittos oould not locato ELSHOFF.

®I oannot romember who wos in chnrge of the tibovo nootingse.

", few doys after 1:. ¢ soocond ncoting. t mooting wes ot.llod ot
Hedman Bell by somconce I atvend 28 noihirg Yook plo-ue of
intorost tt the first two nootings I do not know what took placo o%
this meetinge

i fourth noeting wns oullm&t the Elks Clwb
on o Sundcy in Bopt. 1941s as woll os I :cnember no ono medo o statomant
beforc o vote wous token to see if these nttonding woanted to chunpo from
Py tc Wffe I votod for Uf{ os I wanted %o go o work ot ifine "i" and

I 4id not think the minc would open if wo did not Join UM, but no one

ncde & stotonent ot the meoting thot the mine would not opon if tho
employses did not join Wlile ZNIVISA of WH made a talk ot this
moeting tfter the vcto wus ttukons I did mot hesr hinme I joinod Wl
that day und wont hamee I did nut go to the WH building uftor tho
mecting. jJJJiH<s in oherge of this nooting.

Q-
ﬂ-
d‘

"1 xnow of ull the abevo meetings us I spent o good nart of
my time ut the Pia holl us I was nut working ot the tine.

fConditions &t Mino ™u" hove been the sane undor WYl as they
were under PMh.

"I joined WIT to keep my jJob ot Mino "u", but I prefer
PiA ovor TET.

"I have boen emnloyod et Hime "a" eince obout 1932 us o digger
and I an ot the prosent time omployod at Hine Ae

"] hove hnd this stutement ounsisting of four pweos,
cnd it 18 truc and corroot to the best of ny kmawledgoe

TWitnessody=
- Spocial .ufcnt-F-B'I.
S— Spocinl agent, FoBoI."
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RE: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL.

Imm "iii Springﬂold,
T1linois, was interviewed at his home by Special

S — Agentlmm

—wns cooperative but B not le t he woul ¢ & go

witness beciuse of his lack of knowleie of irtinent facts on the Mine A
gsituetio

ﬁ""m IUrniBned ine
ollowing eigned statement:

¥Springfield, Ill.
Sgptember 15, 1943,

BV WA R A

'I, Spr fiﬁld, I11.
voluntarily make ollowing statement %o ”
d who have made themselves known to me as Agents o

the Federai Burecau of Investigation.

and emigrated to U,5.
I started work-~

JOLning WL at that tims,.

] was in
I was neturalizod in Springfield,Ill. in

ing in the mines around Danvills, Ill iﬂ_"“ ing UL

& b .

I have never held eny office in any union. ! an presently employed at
Mine & as extra shot firer. I started out at Mine & in# I joined A4
in 1932 and changed back to WA when Mr, Elshoff bought Mine A in 1941. 1
don't see any differenmce in either union, both of them have been the same

to me,

%] jearned about the szle of Mine 4 by Mr. Byan to ¥r. Blshoff
fram the newspaper. 1 was surprised end thought I would lose my jJob or at
least have trouble about chenging unions. I heerd that if we didn't go back
to TMA Mr, Blshoff was going to close Mine 4 end hoist coal through Mine
B. This was the talk between miners. No orgenizers came to ses me to try

end pet me to change unions. I camo to the conclusion that if I didn't
join MG thet I would lose ny 'mb and being =yggg-g 0ld 1 couldn't get

a Job anywhere else.

"I attended & oouple of meetings st FllA headguarters and one at
Redman's Hall whore the sale of Mine & and whaot we were going to do was
discussed. Some men were for UlwA and somc for M4, I don't recall who
was in charge of the meeting or know anything about any Committies being
chosen to talk to Er. Elshoff.ﬁu the one who got me to go
to the meotings., I didn't atte mee at the Elks Cludb and Nr,
A .. a —_— e P, s g S - bt

- Aodd Fan -— -
E@BONQ8on mever BPULU at any UL the mMOCvL vl wWaE Gve 4 JUIOOW Usivim,

- -
at the United Mine Workers Bidg. .along with & lot of cther miners, and went
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Re: JOHX L. LEW18, ET AL.

This page and one-half of statements volunterily nade
by me is true and correct,

-/
witnesseds

!pecial hgent, F.B.I., Springfield, Ill. .

INTERVIED wITH

ecntinued
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Re: JOHN L. LERIS, ET AL

INTERVIES WITH
Pringli

home by Spocial Agents

—:n tember 14, 1943.
criminal record. is able to spea rlish ﬂell but would not

make a good Government witness as he favors U,

-f:imi'shéd the following signed statement:

"Springfield, I1l.
September 14, 1943.

"I, Springfield,

I1l., make the following voluntary statesent to

B ho- I know to be Special Agents of the
ol Invecstipation. No force threats or promises have been made in ob-

taining this statement ani I know that vhat I may say may be used in a
court of law,

ployed at the present timc.

%I becane a member of ULy about! in Springfield, I1l.
and remincd 2 momber of UMY until 1632 at wnich time I beceame a
mexber of PMA. I bocane a member of PuA because my local UMY union
changed to PMA. I did not want to changs to PMA and only made the
changs beeause majority of thc miners wished to change to PMA,

nY have never token an active mert in any union activities
and naver hold office. '

"I liked PMA as 2 vnion and I can say nothing sgainst P,
but T a ¥aVs D pref.-red U as I did not wish but one union.

wI rzad in the newspaver in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff
bought Mine "A", I did not think at that timc there would be any
change in the opcration of linc "a".

w50 far as I know ths cmployues st Mine "A" were satisfied
with PMA a2t Minc "A" prior to the timc Elshoff bought the mino. -

bought the minz.

#T heard that it was possiblz for Minc "A" to bo oporated
through Minc “B*® and that dine "4" would not be opencd unless the
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIET wITH employees became members of Ulif., On hearing
the rumor I did not decide to become a member

continue of UM7, but decided to wait to sece what
ma jority of the miners did.

"I 2id not attond any PMA mectings between the time Elshoff
bourhi Minc A and a3 meeting I attended at tho Elks Club in Sept. 1941.
I do not know if I received notice of any meatings other than the
meeiing at the Elks Club or not. Someone told mc that thcre was going
to be a meeting at the Elks Club on a Sunday in Sept. 1941 to decide if
rine "A" should become an Uid minc. I attended this meeting.,

was in caarge of the mesting. As w:ll as I remenber Edmo

ol Uw. made @ statoment prior to the time a vote was taken, that kine
"4 would not oncrate unless the employels boeome members of UMW, I
do not rumembor anyon. wlse spicking. A vote was taken and 21l present
votcd to join UllM. 8o far zs I know only cmployces of Mine "A" were
present 2t the mecting and thore wers no UMY organizers. I Jolned UMW
that dzy at the Elks Club. I did not go to the UMT milding after the

meatine.
Ling.

HH Lt

"] wag emplorszd at ¥ine "AM 2s a digrer in-and stopped
working at Minz "A"™ in Oct. 1942 bucausz of my hilath.

55 far a2s I know th: conditions at lfine WA"™ werc ths same
under UEY as undcr PHA. I sce no difference in the unions.

"I hav: hid this stotoment consisting of three pages read
et -~ 4+ ot AP myr Lbwarl ~Aers
wd L Wi -y WL ““J I\.IIU)lql.\.ul:L.. L]

-

Lo oy meml A
v C Wl luv 1O

it snod: (stene) I
Specizl Azunt F.B.I.
S‘P)Cci:'.l I\E;L.’nt, F.BE.IM

4 s~ e o~
v
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R: JOHN L, LE'IS, ET AL \

was intervicwed at his

15 prescently
He was bommn

¢ became a U. Sm:ln

vell, and vould make a

He advised he

_ executed the following signed statement:

ngprinzfield, IL1.
Sept. 15, 1943

Sprincfield, I11., make the

nl

)

folloving voluntary statenen whom
I knove to he Qn.or"s::? Arents of the I make

abas

I came to the U,S5. in
and became a U.5, citizen in o in Springfield, Tl1, I am presently

ool <o [

"I first started working in mines in the U.S. in about-

T then becane 2 membar of the United line Y.orkers of America -

N Rt e ki _. ,

started to vork in Mine ®A" Springfield, in about-

uIn 1932 I jioined the Prorressive Mine V.orkers of America Union.
I joined Pi'A because I did not like vhat W%. was trying to pull, like John
L. Levis stealing the ballot box.

"I was satisfied working under PMA at Mine "A". I thought PHA was
an honest union.

nIn about Sept., of 1941 I read that Rlshoff had bought lline "A"
from Ryan. I felt that this was just a deal to get us to join WY, at
Hine #An, T felt and thourht that Flshoff would only operate Mine nAM
under W§.. I felt if I vanted to keep riy job at Mine wA® 1 would have

to jOin 0L,

#T heard that Elshoff might pull coal from Mine "A" thru Mine
" if ve vould not go WY, Ho one fron (15 or the company told me I had

o join MY, but I felt if I vanted to go to work I would have to join
[ ]

I All the talk among the FiiA nen vas the same,

¥

=]
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Re:s JOHN L. LWIS, BT AL

'l‘t 1-

ﬂwwmn TR g v gy

TERTR Y ITH "] repember attending two PMA meetings held right after
B Elshoff bought the Mine "A". There vas a lot of arguing
at these neetings. 1 remember a comnmittee was appointed
to see Flshoff to see if he would operate - .. the men went UN.. Y.e had

heard Elshoff had said he would not operatc under PIA. The comrittee later
reported that after talidng vith Falecetti, vho was supposed to have talked

vith Zshoff, they had beem tId that if the men would vote to go UL

Elshoff would open Mine "A", I did not attend a meeting at the FElkts Club -
but the next day I heard there had been one and that the men had voted to

go U%.. About a veek later I went dovn to MY and signed up with them, I
joined UM, to keep ry job, but I vould rether have stayed with PMA, because
I vas satisfied vith it, Ve remcmbered the trouble there had been at kine

n3" and vie did not rant that.

E

"T stopped Torking at Mine “A"™ Aug. 19, 1942, because I wanted
to get out of the mines, I did not like \uu-u.uv at Mine "4" under 1F.
They kept guards around the mine to keep men quiet and it made us feel
like erininals to be guarded. I vould prefer to have worked under PMA

and only chanpoed because I felt I had to, to kecp my Jjob,

"Thie statement of thre. pages has been read to me and it is true
and correct to the best of my knovrledge.

(signed) N,

% itness

scxal Arent, F.B.I.
Special Azent F.B.I."
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REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AlL.

q Springli®1d, , Wop eTvicwed at

his home on September 17, 1943 by Special Apgents
stated he did not huve &
oriminel records is & cak and understand English but would
not muke & good witness as it was obvious fram the information furnished
that he wos not telling the truthe

- furnished the following statemonts

"Springfield, Ill.,
Septembor 17, 1943.

"1, S ficld,
11ls, muko the following voluntury stttoment to and
, whom 1 know to be Speoiul Agents of the Federal Burcau

of Investigution, no foroc, threats or promises hove beon mude in
obtuining this statomcnt and I know that whut I muy soy muy bo usod in
2 ocourt of lowe

"I wus born in“ ommigrated to the US.
a und I bcoume u maturalizod orvizen of the Us. 8. in nbout

"I wu.s omployed aut Minc "A" in ubout -L-nd I um employed
ot Mine "A"™ aut the prosent timc os & diggers

"I beoume u member of Wi in Bpringfield, Ill., and I
rem=inod ¢ member until 1932 ct which timeo I buownc o nonber of FMa,
boorusc my lootl WRY union ohunged to Piu for somo unknown rcasony I
took no cotive part in union cotivities tnd it did not mike any
difference to me whothor I wis o mcnber of UMT or PMhae

"In Septe 1941 I hoard the whistle ut Mino "." blow for works
I went to work und saneone told mo that ELSHJFP bought ldno"A™ tnd 4f X
wented to work I had to join UMV as Mine "a" wus o UM ninvs I joinod
W'Y thut doy so I could go to work und I did not usk any questionss

"] 3id not Muew whon ELSHOFF bought Minoe "A", nor did I
know of any neetings boing hold aftor ELSHOFF bought Minc "A" to
ohange fra: PMY to Wf¥. I can furnish no information us to whot wont
oz botwoon tho timo ZLSHOFF bought Mino "u" and whon I joinod. UdM.We

in Scpt- 1941.

"Conditions ot Minc "A" erc the suno undcr US! as thoy vore
under PMie
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RSt JOBN L. LEWIS, 2T ulL.

INT i WITH =

gcontvinue

®7itnoesods

"I huvo hod this stotemont oonsisting
of two pugos read to mo und it is true und oore
root to tho bost of ny knowlodgos

———__.
Spooiul agecnt = FeB.I.
Sposinl igont, FeBel."
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTEEVIS ¥ ITH wee interviewed by Speciel Agents—
in the Springfield Field

Office. we.s reluctant to discues any phase

of his nctivitiee and only efter it wee celled to hir ettention thst he

hod been becten et the Progresesive Holl would he mention it. He insisted

thzt he did not know the identity of his ettockers. He denied being

cporoached by anyone trying to influence his actions in the event he

voe guestioned by Agents of this Burecu. He steted that 1f ocalled op

to testify ho would tell the truth. It ile doubted thet he would be &

fevoratle vitnese. He announced hir complete ectisfootion with U.l.W.,

gtoting thet he woe much better off with them than Frogressive. His

stotement, vhich he refused to sign, is as followes

“Springfield, Illinois
Sept. 10, 1943

b ! moko the following voluntary stctement to
both of whom hove identified themeelves as
S—ecizl hgents o© e Federal Burecu of Invertigotion. No threate

or promises heve been made to induce me to moke o etotement.

"] wag born in
— 1 storted mining in cnd joine

tinde 1 heve never held emy office in ihe uniom.

end now livo et
the U.M,¥. ot thot

®] sterted working for Iine A in 1933 and prior to that hed
worked ot the mino for fJvenrs. I joined tho Frogressive
union in 1932 when ths etcte wont progressives I don't know any-
thing cbout the etrike ct {line B in 1937 and don't knov onything
sbout the union nctivities ct that plrce.

%I recsll that ce ueutl, i'ine A shut dovn in the epring of
1941 for o sensonel ghutdovm. I vee then ¢ member of progreossive.
I vize out of town in the eurmer of 1941 end when I ccme back I heerd
thot Elshoff hed bought ifino A from kyan.

"1 reonll thot e meeting wre eallod by Progreesive to try and
disouss 2 to vwhot wee going to horpon ot Xipe A. Thot 1s_ we were
vondering if it wae going to be progressive or united, Ae I reccll
it o cornittes of six wae cpnointed by the union to go end ese Elehoff
about line h. Thees men ce I recall it were—

Thoge of ue vho vere on the oomitlee went COWNSLAirs Gt
Frogreseive to crll Elehoff end I guese one of our men called
Elehoffe Then I came doun the etoire somebody im o group im the hall
juwmed on mo ané kicked mes "I don't know for sure even that ome of
our crond oslled Elshoff., I hecrd some one yell thot they were going
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JORF L. LENIS, ET AL

INTERVIE ' VITH to cut my throst, but all I know ir that & gang
H jurped on mee I don't recsll the ncmes of any of
continue the mon who were in the orowd that beat me. The
mesting broke up as fer es I know, but I kept right
on out of ths building ee fert e I could. I wae mrt, but not bed
enough to require medicel sttention.
%] pover vent out to 'ine B to gee Fnloettl or Elehoff
cbout ho- the mine woe going to operate. I balieve it wos eround e
wael or go cfter that I joined tho U.2.W. 1 joined U.}.W. the londay
cfter the prograssive group heé their mocting on Sunday ot the Elke
Club., I did mot go to the mccting ct the Elke on Sundey becouee I
¢idn't feol goods A1l I know is that I joined the U.M.T. becruse I
vented to oné die eo of my ovn froe wille In my opinion our working
conditions heve improved 307 since ve joined united, I reccll almo
th:t I went up to the united holl to sign up Tor that union.

%I hove rerd over this entire stetement of three proges and
wigh to stcte it ie trus.

WThe ebove stotement voe read by_ vho cdwitted

it v2s true, but refuecd to eign.

Specicl .gente, FeBala,
U. 8. Dept. of Jurtico.™
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qstated he i
Engliegh but hee 2 very bad memory.

Res JOHN L. LEVIS, Bt Al

iIJTERVIE}'vT VITH

Springfield, Illinois,
1943 by Special Agents
at his hame.

is able to speak
He would make & poor Govermment
witness due to his age.

QI :urrished the following signed statements

®*Springfield, Ill.,
September 13, 1943.

*1, ringfield, Ill., male
the following voluntery statement to and
whom I know to be Srecial Agents of the Federel Bureau of Investigetion,
no forece tirects or pronise: heve been made in obtaining this stetement
end I know that what I may say mey be used in a court of law,

*]I become & member of UiY in m
rem-ined a member of Ui until 1932, when ecame & member o "

I wes in fevor of the change from UY to FHA ss UMY stole notes cast
concernirg the chinge in the wapge scale.

“I considered PIA & good union being operated for its membera.
The employees et line “A" so far as I know were satisfied with PHA
prior to the time the mine was bouiht by Elghoff in 1941,

*In about August 1541 I was told by some of the miners at
line “A" thet Elehoff had bought tho mipme. I did not weleome the changa.
I thougt Elchoff would meke Mino "A" chenge fram Flh to Ut¥F, es he had
forced Eire “B® to change from PHi to UIW,

*1 did not hecr nnything about Elshoff operesting Mine “A%
through 1linc “BY,

*I thought Elshoff would not operate Mine “4" unless the
employecs became members of U.¥; most of the miners I telked to thought
ths scmo thing, I dcéided to chenge from PEA to Uit so as to keep my
job &t ¥ino "A™ clthough I did not went to changee I wes not spproached
by eny Uit/ organizers to join W%, :

*] did not cttcnd any PE. mootings betwosn the time Elshoff
bought Mino YA® in August 1941 end e meeting on & Sundny in Sopt. 1941
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