Re: JOHN L. LEFS, EI' AL,

ITERVTER V:ITH
) h 1943 by Special Agents m
?z‘eads , speaks and understands
. T Yestily in court. Hovever, he seened

when one considers that

Mine B, aid he i
noss To

Agks -
vhich would be af-

fected seriously 1Y 1O 2 uny or two, He claimed
to have no criminal record. _umzshed the following signed
* statement.

. : WSpringfield, Il1,
September 13, 1943

i nake the following voluntary statemaent to
whom I know to be Special Agents
) c reas g Pcation, of my om free will, with

no threats or promiscs made to ne.

I joined thc Umted Hlnc DR pring
member of that unaon until 1932, vhen I joined the
Workers of America. I beg B i

until Deccmber of

3 ssive MNine
and worked thore

M hile I vas an officer of thc P.M.A., I had no trouble with the
management of iine B, and, in the period from 1932 to 1937, I knew of
no trouble betwecn the wnion and the management, had no part in

the formation of the P.M.A. and,

knev nothin out conditions dow
and had no knowledge of amrthl
spiing of 1937, I heard that conditions betwcm the \mion

and the minc weren't so good, but I don't know that the disputes, if
any, were about,

nJust beforc the strike in 1937, sone P.M.A. men had Joined the
U.M.Ti., and ¥ere agitating among the men to pull thoam away from the
P.l. A, Some of thesc men vere Pasquale, Carter, hustin, Shrelevious,
Bohamnon, Hale and Plotch, I was under the impression that thesc men
were paid by tho U.lLl. to pull men away from the P.M. A. I don't
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know any othcr reason vhy men with good working
conditions vould try to cause trouble, Nonc of these men
ever tolked to me, but I saw thom talking to some of

the other nen. I think that thesc fellows set up a U.JMLF.
local of thair ovn, vith Bohannon president, shortly after the strike. The
P.'.As cxpellcd thesc men at a union mecting just before tho strike., I wasa't
at the ncoting, but heard about it the noxt day. The P.M.L. officers had a
discussion vith the supcrintondent of the mine the morning of the strike,

The P.iL+. had a closcd shop contract, and the super refused to keep these
rion from going to work. As far ns T knovr, that is the only reason for the
strike,

] don't rumcmber signing any petitions for the P.ll A, or any
sther union in the summer of 1937, In the £211 of 1937, I heard that
the ninc vas going to open up, and went out the first dgy. I don't re-
rember hovt 1 heard about it, When I got there, I heard that thc manage-
ment vanted to operate the mine vith UMb, men, The UJLT . didn't have
enough nen to operate the mine, and the P.lLA. men wouldn't work vith the
U.1"X. The P.N.4. began to picket the ninc to keep the UMD . men out.
The federal injunction vas potten by Elshoff, perhaps to protect tne property,
cnd perhaps to keep the PJLA. avoy.

nTn Docenber of 1937, in the cloctiun at the state arsenal,
I voted for P,l.A. because I felt that vas thc better union for nme,
and was best for ry benefit,
were appointcd by the P.MWA. L2

T L S
45 4 ot NJ\::I . L agi
hongst as 3

! B. 1on told us to do,
the rine was shut dmm, sonec nan, vhose nane I can't renember, but vho had
an artificial leg, canc to ny house and tried to get nc to join the UMW,
No thrzats or anytling ver: nade, but I told hin I didn't vant to,

¥In the fall of 1939, I wont back to vork at the minc vhen it /
opened, I don't renenber how I got word, thd the ninc would rcopen. Ko
mc cover contactod ne at the nine ab‘mt Joimang the U,hW. after I vent
back, althoyugh jc ot the tipple. In Decerber of
and hove never been back to

“To go back, vhon the follow with the artificial leg cane to ses
re, he told ne that if he got enough nen to join UM, ot l'inc B he esould
go back to work therc. He had been hurt in an accident ot the nine, and
there vas soie dispute over Lis acecident elain, He was firogd, and was told
he could nevér work therc agin. 4fter o while, he jeined the U.lti., end
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ne., oY L. L9713, KT /L.

"TEIE. VITH bepan oroanizing for them, and was rehired at iine
B, aftcr he joined U.MLT. He is still working there,
mtl I think.

I don't renenber telling Felcetti, in the fall of 1937, that U.Ml.
clean up men couldn't vork the mine unless they were Putehe T don't ro-
crbcr anything absut e conversation vith hin, I don't renenber
ver asking rme to attend a UlLl. nocting, glthough I know
.11, ncrber,

Ngone tine after the election of February, 1941, which T didn't
vote in, I vont back to Hinec B, I had recovered i‘runmand
vanted to go back to vork, I asked the super, and he 58T - ave .
a job if I got a U.anh. card. T tried t5 ot one fron Bohannon and & U.MLV,
bsard iwcnber, but Bohannon said there wasntt any roon for me becausc I ¥as |
too gonod a Promressive. by

|

"I have read the foregoing, consisting of about four pages, and )

state it is true to thie bost of ny knuvledge.

/s

.,ﬂi.}n s, F'BI, Spl"ingflCld, Ill.“

/s/
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Re: JOHN L. L8.IS, ET AL

» L ITY

iy e
Septenber 11, 1943 by Special

he has vorked for Risholl and Fal alcetti for over , 1d they are
both fine

ha
h peaple,

m1ated he vas satisfied with the manner the PMA was
operatany srand that he vias grare that IIF organizers were trying

to organize for UM in Mine B in Hay, 1937. These statemonts were put in
a written statement as he gave the statement and he corrected the statement
in his o¥m handvriting as wellas initialed twvo pages of the statement.

At this point in tho interviev A n. &
of the family intcerrupted the interview :LW\ ould have to leave
the house with them dus to a death in the family. H).cusmi himself
and nade another appointient for 6:15 P.M. September 43 to complete
the interview, This latter anpointnont wasg kept by the interviewing
Lgcnts at which time stat>d hc had changed his mind about making a
statement, that he kmew nothing of interest, and would not discuss the matter
further, He denied he had been instructed not to make a statement.

gveral members | -

The following tvo pages of a Written statemnent werc executed
and vitnesscd by intervioving Lgonts.

"Springficld, Illinois
Qant omher TT 19473

L e e -

;e the folloving voluntary statemont ’t;c*.1
vhom I know to be Special Agents of the Feder

nvestigation, U.S. Departnent of Justice.

nT presently residec at m Springfield, Illinois,
am prosen loyed at lMine B, Springlicid. Tas bom“
% ne

The first union I joined was the Unite
T.O0PR.rS Of merica, reierred to hereinafter as the 0. I Jjeined this
union in at Mine B., Springfiecld, I worked there until returned

to Mine B in d worked there continuously until the pre tima,

vith the gcei 1 oi“ the time the mine was out on strike. —

%I have never hold an office in a nine union, Prior to 1932, as
far as I knovi, Elshoff got along well with the WY and the same applies
to his relatlons vith the PI{A from 1932 to 1937 when the mine closeds I
voluntarily joined the Pl in 1932 at liine B when that union obtained the
bargaining rights. .
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Fe: JOHN L. LBI5, RT AL

INTERIIA. T.ITH bargaining rights,.

#] was satisfied the the PlA was well run when I worked
under that union at Mine B, although thal union was strict regarding the
enforcenent of their by-laws. As far as I know, both Elshoff and Falcetti
vere impartial as to which union had the bargaining rights. I have worked
vith then for -'ears and I think they are both fine people.

nTt is my understanding that on April 1, 1937 the Progressive
¥ine l.orkers of Anerica, referred to hereinafter gs the FlA through their
officials signed a contrect vith Elshoff for a $5.50 a day wage scale ¥ith
no retroactive clause pending a pernanent settlement., A4t that time as I
understand it, the U7 had a vage scale which amounted to $6.00 a day.
Therefore the miners ¥orking at iline B viere dissatisfied. I know that I
was. Due to this, many miners wanted to po over to the Ui to get the
extrz money.

n] know that there vas & group on men, whose names I do not
recall, vho ¥ere try to organize for the men to join the MM.. A
bulletin was posted at the mine calling for a special PMA meeting on May 11,
1937. I did not attend this meeting, but the next day at the mine I heard
some men had been expelled for orgzanizing for the Wi,

F of the Pi'A and a Board member of that union, told the
miners the P.A had a contract with a retroactive clause and thev vould

get back pay. Falcetti handed the Secretary of the 10ca1,_
(phonetic), a copy of the contract and had him read it to the men to prove
there vas no retroactive clause. I do not know rha-replied to

that.

T ITESS

Special gzent F,3.I1.

Specia! Af:en!, F BRI
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Re: JOWN L. LiWIS, ET AL.

\6 TR TERVIEW WITH

:}' Springfield, I!!inols, was Eﬁteiﬁiewe! a! !15

A N 2

PN home by Special Agents an
f - He was cooperative but it is not believe e would F

FOOC witness inasmuch as he ceased working at lMine *B" at the time of
thé strike in 1937 and therefure did not possess kn

owle ﬁe of iertinerrt
farts in this case, He is native born and 1s employgd

He has no knewh criminal record. -%'EBEEE&'

L

"Sprirgfield, Il1l.
September 8, 1943

follcwqu Vo T
who are S L3 T egera at ol In-
%wn. Yo threats or promises of any kind have been made
to get me to rake a statement and I d so knowing that it may be
used in a court of law,

1 ves o

"] began working in the mines when I was about s. old.
1 started at Peabody #6 and Joined U.M.W. at that time. began
working at line 'B' about -__‘

WSk wes Marke amm W esYoroS

"T have never held any office in either union,

“as far as I knov there were no strikes, closedowns or
any partiality shown toward either union %y the mine officials
and everythirg went along smootily until the strike in 1934
1 attended union meetings of P.lU.s. about once a wonth but took
no active part in the discussions.

n was working as a 'cager' at the mine and therefore I
did not contact many men and I was not approached by anyone to
join U.M.". In the job I was doing I had to be dowm in the
mine about and hour before the rest of the men and I had to
stay wntil a1l of them were out at night. I did not see sny
literature being distributed at the mine by UMb, and I cid
not know of any organizers or spies in the mine while I worked

there. I do not know what caused the strike in 1937 except that
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Re: JOHX L. LEWIS, ET Al.

INTERVIEW WITH on the day of the strike I saw several cars
come out that were ovnly partly loaded and it was
continue my job to get as much tonnage out of the mine

as possible, That afternoon when the cars were
loaded short the men all came out about 2:20 o'clock and I came out and
brought my clothes home and never weni back.

! and vhile I worked there Emory Jacawe; DE L0
518 a petition to go back to work as U.M.W, but I did not sign. Another
man asked me to sign a petition for P,M.A. and I think I signed it but

1 don't recall vho brought it to me.

and have never worked in the mine since Mine 'B' went on strike

for about 3 months in 1943 when I worked at Mine 'Bt, I quit then
ind don't intend to go in the mines again. When I went back to ifine
137 in 1943 I joined U.M.W.

"] have no choice of any union and would join whichever wnion
wzs at the mine if I ever went back to the mine.

wI have had tiis 2% paze statcment read to me by—

Wl :o¢ it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

5/
THitnessed:

/s/ , Special igent, F.B.I.
pecial agent - F.B.I.n
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ro: JOIR® L, LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH

oring 1N018, WAS

his homo by Spccia.l Agents

He was very cooperative ond shou ¢ 8 goo
: to be able %5 withstand cross-examination, He wos

actlve in the farn tnn of P.V.A. and hold the office of Board Menmber

e was oonvictcd nlong with the othere in the bombing/([(

—suptliod the {~1lowinz sirned stotcment:

"Sprinegficld, Ill.
Scptember 11, 1943

, mcke the following
stetement to : who are Spocial arents
of the Tederal Bureiu o 7 't or promises of any kind
have been made t> cause me to moke o statemont ancd T know that it may be
used in o court of law,

"I was m 1 came to America with my
parents in am & naturalized rtn of U, S. such citizenship having

taen derive ough my paronts,

"I

"I first be~an working in the mines in- near —

jeined UMY, at that time,

"] was working at Feabody Hinc #9 when F.M.A, wes formed. 1 wos
instrumental in forming P.M.A, which was started bocausc of & revolt of the
miners asainst the reduced woge seale proposed by Johm L. Lewis. ULK.W,
in I1l. was placed on & provisional basis in ecbout 1925 and then tho miners
were deprived of thoir autonony at that time. Under this regime the elected
officinle lasted only 80 Jonr as they f£allowed the dircctivos of John L.
Lewis anc his henchman, This als> caused the men to break owey from UMW,

art in srzanigin-~ for P.M.Aq
After orcaniein?y at

vo petitioned for a
Then we asked for o

SCRGr mines in ) 2 Y s
rceall of the o»fficers of U,M.W. which was ignored.
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Res ooHY L, LEWIS, ET 4L

INTCRVIET WITH cnnvention which was alsc ignored. Then we had
a reforendum vote which wos going azeinst the
¢ontinue propngsed scale and another vote was taken later

ond it alss showed that we were winning and then

the ballots wore stolen.

"F o A, mrowoout of a $1lespie in Scpt. 1832,

Tetie TMANATO - 11y

R it i A el o

B e
i Ay el s

[ ]
I m oen ] et AT AER Y vt O A
local soancti-ned tho set state scale,
"Th: miners in FL,lWA. appesred to likc their officers and willinsly
rove ony special asscsments which were made to take care of the bombing triel
and ¢ascs, '

"iy first contoct with Mine "B™ was ints sbout 1935 when I was an
alterncte F.M.AL Boor? MVerbor and later while I wos Board Member, That
eontact am-unted to sottlin~ disputes and gpricvances., I had some difficultier
in scttling these diffcrounces beeause lilne "B" afficials were antagonistic
rost af the time, As on example, Falsetti was continunlly requesting the
% hour clean up periosd which only U M.W. had¢ ané which was meant for the
hard eosl rezionsg in Iern,

"Lfter my elective ~ffice of Board Momber ran out in February 1537,
I asked Palsctti for a job and he mave me o Jjob as pardon tender. 1 was
workint with Tony Flateh, Cotton Anenies, John Sirtout, Emnry Jacaway ond
Bill Crompton in the pardon,

Y.t the time I bezan workins a2t Minc "B™ Charlcs Bohamnnon, Pete
Carter and Prank #ustin wero densuncing the officicls »f FJML.A, ebout larsze
sung of money roing misappropriated and policy of F.M.A. and wero spreading
U.l.W, propazanda, Lbout § weoks after I started working at Mine "B" 1
startcd working et Minc "B" I started driving mules oxtra and was working
with Bohannon, Carter and JAustin and hearing them talk o while, I occused
them of beiny U.lL5. organizers and Bohannosa said, 'I'm golamg Yo get mine
while pettin is rood! and by that statcment I understood that he was being
0id by UJY, 7. About this timo the wa-e sctle agreement ran out an
h siznod o temporary azrcement with Oscar Falsetti. This contrac
a1led to contain o retroactive clousc but lnimed that such a olauso
wns understonéd to be a part of the contract by tacit aprocment botween
FM.A, and the minc =fficials. Bohamnon and Curtcr found sut absut this
omigsicn and begon tc inform the men that they weron't goinz to get any back
pay beccusc they had scen the contract and it wasn't in it, This argumont
provod t- be truc bocouse whon paycdey arrived the men ¢id not get any hack
cy. This causel some unrest amonz the men. I personally talked tch
*abam it and told him that he had made a mistake but he wruldn

it to me.
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Re: JOIN L. LEWIS, ET A%

T LTy IImT VITI "I nover attendod any meetings at which U.M...
orgonizers were expolled but understood there
T (comtinuct m—m—— wopc two moetings at which at loast nino men
vere expcllicd and I beliove that at the first
eting B-hoonon, Carter ond Austin were expelled. The F.Mid. Bttemptod to
~ct Elshoff to fire these expolled men but he refused claiminb that he eould
not lezally do so under the wagner hct as it would show ¢iscrimination,
after the company refuscd €2 abide by the oral azreemont to pay retroactive
wores und t3 firc the oxpcllod orzanizers a suggestion wos made and adopled
by cbaut 70% of the miners th» cars would bo loaded short and thereby onuse
an Increaoec in the pradostiom s8ts and in this way Elghoff would be forced

Al AL IUAOL el MAL pd SRS VAL = Ll &L ialllrd

to come to an acrecment,

"About tw> days before the strikec Folsctti called me into the office
and shoywed me the temporary contract znd askod me if I could see anything
in it about retroactive wazes. I told hinm no but said that I knew that
there was o tocit understonding betweon him ond that retroactive wages
were £5 be poid. fic flatly denied anmy verbal azrccmeht snid his compeny

c-uld act only »n written contracts. Iic also t51d me that the eompany could
n~t ~r an ororatin~ with short loods hriﬂr' sont up and asgked me if I cnu]d

[ S Sl b T Y W b W hd ALl A W ok

do anything sbout it,

"On the morninz »f the strike H‘lnd I discusscd the controversy
and T t212 him undor no circumstances sh-ulC he strike the mine ané advising
him that we could bring Elshoff to his kncos by our present methods,.

"On the day =f the strikc cveryone was called out and I didn't

know whether it was o striko or shut-down, I found out vhen I came on
top that it wus = strikc cslled by YR Vhen I camc out I ron into
Falsetti and he asked e vhat I th m:mt it and I said 'GEe playec
rirht int> your hondst' ond he sadd if I had been the board member it nover

would have happen

"} rceall sizning a PJ,MJA. potition about twa weeks aftor the strike
which was circulated t5 show that F,M,A, was in o mnjority and should have
the bvargaining rights.

*] was at the minc vhen Fromk Austin and those orzanizers who were
expelled tricc t> open the mine and thot morning 13ctti scid tho cwmpany

had sizncd o contract with U.M,7. end if we wontec t: work we would have to
Join U.L.‘ The men rocfused and bagan e sit-down strike which lasted until
they weroe put 2ff the mine property by an injunction. :

"1 rec2ll votiny in the N.L.R.B. eloeticn which I M.A, won by a
large majority. This clection was fair and square as far as I know,
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Re: JOEX L, LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIES wITH "Shortly after the clection o committee of three
Ttalians came %o sea me at my home and tried %o
continue get me to crzanize at Mine “B® for U,M,0, saylng

that thcy would meko it worth my time. These
three men were Joe aAllancse, Dominic Fesguale and the third has since died
‘ut I ¢on't receall his name. About 2 month later Androew Skrelevious, Joe
Lltanese, and Dominic Posguale, came to sce me at my home and tricd to rot
rme to sreanize for U.MJ0. saying thot I would go on the payroll es of that
day, "¢ didn't agree at nll and they left,

. f
"I never returncd to ¥ine "B™ again until Jan, 1940 when I tried; /
't my old jol lack ond I was told I would have to Join UMW, and I

e X

"1f 1 had & froe and voluntary choice of jrining either union,
1 would choose F.l.A. I have rcad this 7 page statemont and it is true.

S o)

woitnessed:

— (si-necd) Special Azent, F.B.I."
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Re: JOHN L. 1¥ IS, ¥T AL,

— Spﬂng!l'e!!, !!!inois, vas :i.ntervie!'.'e! m.!s residence
on September 12, 1943, by Special Lgents m
s mdm wnderstands and speaks Engiisn suiiiciently
vell tc tostily, bu ; clall be unable to read English. He exhibited
a lack of interest an union actavities. said he has never been ar~
rested. e exccuted the following statenent.

INTEIS Y ITH

wSpringficld, I1l.
Septerber 12, 1943

make the folloving voluntary statcement
to vhon I knot to be Special
Archins o nvestigation, of my o free vill,
vith no threats or promscs nade to me.

" an livang at
am vorking at line b. 1I7vas and
camc to the United States in T
I joined the UK. in Springiicld, in joined the P.M. A,
at ine B, and rcjoined the U.ILY . at ine B in Junc, 1940.

whon the ™.1./4. bepan in 1932, I1ent along vith the men. The
wnion vas all right, treated us as best they could, and I tas satis-
fied vith 1t. I didn't go to very nany meetings, because I don't uwn-
derstand very iell, but cveryone at the meetings had a chance to get up
and say vhat they plcased, hs far as 1 knov, the union got alonpg OK vith
the management, I don't renember any P.M.L. meeting the night before
the strike, and probably didn't go, becausc I had been sick and didn't
go out much, - On the day of the strike, I vorked all day long. Then
T cane up from vork, all the miners said there vouldn't be any vork the
nert day., I don 't knov the cxact reason for the strike, but I heard
that the minc managenent wanted the U.lLT:, and not the PoM.l. I don't
reaember signing any petition or paper for the P.l. /e, Or any other
wiion, that summer, No onc asked ne to join the G.ILY. that summer,

B T o

T don't rcriember hov I heard that the mine vas going to open up
in Septumber, 1937. I didn't go out the first day, but the sccond, vhen
T vent out, all the men vere there ready to go to vork. There vere a
bunch of U.l.” . nien there too, T didn't go dovm into the nine. I -
don't knov thc rcason for this, I was on thic picket, vent out by mysulf
no onc forced me to, I Tas on the picket line to protect my job against

men vho might be brought in to vork the mine,

uIn the clection of Decamber, 1937, I vas told by the P.lL.i. union
that thc votc vas to be in the armory. The union officers didn't tell us

o ’
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i voted for the P.l... because i vas
union, it didn't really make any difference to me vhich

union had a majority in the mine,

)

aid ny
Ta

H

nIn th- fall of 1939, I got a notice from the company saying that
thc minc vas going to open wp. In July of 1940 I joined the U.M.T'., becauss
I thought the majority of the men had joined that union. No one forced me
toc, and no one threatoned me, I thought that the majority of the men had
joincd from conversations vith them. No onc ever told me that, 'and ne
onc ever spokc to ne about Joining,

"Tn the clection of February, 1941, I voted for the U.lS . be-
cause 1 vas a nomber of that wnion, It s5till didn't nakc any difference to
e vhich union I ¥as o mcomber of, T just vanted to be vith the majority.

In the veck after Labor Jay, 191,)3, sonc men verce out at the mine,
telling 211l the nmen that they dadn't have to talk to federal agents if
they didn't 1ant to. I vas in thc vash-house, and didntt hear him, Some
of thc nmen told me about this, -

ad the forepoing, consisting of tvo and a half pages,
tc that it is true to the best of rny knovledge.

/s/

" itness:
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Rcs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

rcico s Y =i\
' _ Illinoie was interviewed in his residerces on September
' 13, 1943 by Speciel Agents “and*
N m!spea&s and understands English lairly well,
' D BCE O

I interest in union activities, If neocessary he will
testifys He scid he hes no criminal record.

_‘urnished tho following signed stotements

“Springfield, Ill.
Soptembcr 13, 1943,

vI, muke the following stotement froely and
volurntarily to =ng mwho heve idontified
themsolves to me ts AZcnts © odcrol Burcau of Inveostigation.

I live ot
employod in Minc B, I w:o
como to the Unitcd Statos in
Springfiecld, Ill.

the United ¥ing Workers, whon 1
gtorted to work im Minc B in 1 stoynd in this union until 1932
whan 1 joincd tho Prograssive wific “orkors of imeriecs I rcjoinod the
U W%, in August 1940e I hove not held on offico in omy union,

®I first joinod c union

“.s fer &s I cn concornod, the F.llil. wos o good union from
1932 to 1937. I den' kzow of ory trouble it had with tho Einc B managoe-
monte I liked P.Y.... bceause tho mojority of tho minors liked its That
is why I joincd the Fulfii in tho firet ploco. 1 slways wonted to bo
with tho mojority of tho mincrse. It roally makeos no difforonco to mo
to which union I belong. Prior to 1932 I had boon setisfied with THF,
ond aftor thot I vos satisfiod with Puilde

"Prior to the stort of tho striko in 1937, I don't romcmbor
hocring cbout tho cetivitics of cny UllLVW. mon at Niro Be Nobody
gontaocted me obout eigning up with UK. I attonded PeMsi. union
meotings cbout once & month, but I dor't rorwmbor any discussion about
throwing somc mee out of the union bocauso of thoir disloyclty to PeM.i.
1 did not know cnythirg cbout the P.l.i. mcoting on the night bofore the
strike stortod.

I ®Or Yy 12, 1537, I rocall thot I worked all daye I wos
w. working in tho parting at that tirmc, ané know nothing cbout nircrs
locding tho ‘oars with short woights. 4ae I recnll, when I finishod working
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Re; JOHN L, LBVIS, ET 4L

INTERVIET VWITE that dny the locnl president of P.M.A.,, who I think was
e —— e mavarld colms b wmtwls A
ing B &

r—— - :
w Fﬁc‘:ld me thot we weren't going to work in
continued ny more until the ocompamy signed o contract

vith Peldesie

“] did not sign cny petitions or papors in the summer of 1937.
I sow in the newspopors thot Elshoff wos going to reopon Mine B in
Soptembor 1937, I did not go to Kinu B the first doy. A couplo of
daye lctor, whon I wont to Minc B, I lecrnod thot Elshoff wantod to
work with U,1.", znd I hoard in genorcl conversstion among tho miners
thot ho hed signod ¢ controot with UsMeW. In the fell of 1837 tho
Peliese men pi -+ ¥inc B to kecp U,IiV. men from going into the
minca I did not go out to tho
picket ‘ o go on to tho picket lipo. 1
gow only ifing B in thc pickcting group. I wuen't et Iinc B whon tho
ipjunction was rcad to tho minerse Yo wore at Mino B ot this timo #0
Elshoff could not bring in U«ie™. mon to work the mires

"Iy thc cletion in Docombor 1927, I wotod for Pe.lels 1 saw
tht noticc of eleetiorn in tho nowspoper. A group of us wont to the
Stete iarmory from the Pulivie halle Ko ons told me how to vote, ond
I votcd for P.M.i. beceousa I thought it wes the best union for mos It
was more poceoful ond quict at Mine B with Pill thero than 1t vias whon
T.t,"s was thorc.

®] rocoived & lettor from Elshoff cbout the rooponing of Hinc B
in Fovembcr 193%. I wont bock to tho mine on tho third or fourth &y,
but had to wait for a job for o couplo of wosks boocuso no room Wie
rocdy for mc.

”talkod to m: chout joining U.H.U, Ho scid that
I should join Usiie: s beccsnusc overyonc elso was joining Uellel's I mysclf

know thot I would losc my job ot Ifino B if I did mot join Uele¥e I
told *th&t I hcd boor vorking ot ifinc B for o lomg timc, cnd
likod it thorc and wentod to stay thoros. I told him that I wouléd join

tho Usi.) s Whon the majority of tho minore joinod. weo.s
pooscd o bs on oir inepootor, but rozlly ho did nothin attcmpt

st
o'u.yt)vn\,u w0 0l L LA ALLpOu Ll

to orgonize iinc B for U.M.U., No cthor person talked to m about
joming 118 A4 18

I wont to & U.lLT/. mooting in 1940, and saw o groct mony
Mirc B mcn thero. I thought thot there wos a mojority of the minere
thoro. at tho roxt mooting of tho U.lLT., I signod up with Tony
Plotoch who took my cpplications ¥o one thrcoctened mo so ce to mko me
join UK, ., but I folt I hod to join to save my jobe.
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Re: JOEN L. LEVIS, ET AL

pEEeyrEe wITH “In the election in February 1941, I voted for PeMsA.
” because 1 liked that union. I thought that John L.
continue Lowis in the U.M.W. was too much of & orocks
*On Tuesday, September 7, 1943, I heard the men at Mine B

talking cbout some man heving been at Mine B. They did not tell me
what he seid. Bocausc I was lato in gotting to work thet dey, I did

not hesr the man mysclf.

®Thie gtatoment consisting of this and threc othor nopdwritten
porce hos boen rced to mo, ond I state thet it is truc to tho bast af

my knowludgs ond rocollection.
(sigeo) D

Witnerset:

+s. FBI

Springficld, I1l."

Spceial Apen
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

NTERVIEW TWITH Springfield,
~ _ ., was interviewed in his residence on September 11
S 1943, by Special Agents _nd _
w M) ﬁdoes not speak English too clearly, bus he understands 10
1 .‘\ well enourh to be questioned on a witnessstand. He is a man who is not

o .

afr>id to say what he knows, and stated that he is willing to testify.
claimed to have no criminal record.

The following signed statement was executed by -

t3pringfield, Ill.”
September 11, 1943

"y make the following voluntary statement to
R whom I know to be Special Agents of the

Federa! Bureau of Evasglgafll on, of my own free will, with no thrests or

promises made to me.

and came to the
T became a citizen in oprinsiledd, Ill., irﬁ. I
Springfield, and am working at Mine B,

“"T was born
United Stateg d
am living at

where I have bean employe I joined the U.M.W. in
and Tejoined at Sprincfield When I came to this country in
T joined the Progrzssive Mine Workers of America in 1932, and remaINiCd 2 memoer

of that union until shortly before February, 1941, when the U.M.W. won the
election at Mine B.

#] was always satisfied with the P.M.A.. Thc dues were lower than
U.K.W., we would vote for any man we wented in the P.M.A., while in the
U.M.%. the same men were in office all ths time, and, at P.XK.A. meetings, we
had a chance to take the floor and say what we pleased at any time. Every-
thing at the mine was satisfactory betweon 1932 and 1937, as far as I knew.

"On May 12, 1937, I heard from my buddy, “thet there had
beer, a meeting of the P.X.A. the night before. I didn't go 10 the meeting,

but he told me that they had Xicked some men out of the union, and were

going to ask Elshoff to fire them., If Elshoff wouldn't fire them, no P.M.A.
mon would work the mire. These men were, Schrelevious, Austin, Bohannon,
Albanese, Pasquale, three Sirtouts, Ananias, Carter, Hale, Plotch and George
Jacaway. I had heard talk at several meetings of the P.M.A. about what to do
with the U.M.W, sympathizers at Minc B, but didn't know the final decision
until told me. Nonc of these men had uver approached me before the
strike to Join U.M.T.

"0On the day of the strike, we worked a full day. In the morning, an
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Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW ¥ITH Ttalian fellow, whose name I don't know, told me that the men
“ on top were deciding to load short because Elshoff wouldn't
continu play the game; and fire the men whe had been kicked out of
the U.M.w. I started loading cars short, and most of the
~on T esw were doing the same. When I came up from the mine, I asked what the
trouble wus, end I wes told there was a strike. I think Elshoff's fallure
to fire these men w-:s the very reason for the strike. Elshof{ wanted trouble
3t the mine, didn't want-to sign a contract with P.M.A. but wanted to sign
with the U.HM.W. '

"I remember sipgning a P.l.A. petition shortly after the strike

started, probably at Progressive Hall. Te wanted to show Elshoff that P.U.A.
had z majority in the mine. I signed voluntarily. No cne forced me to.

nIn the fall of 1937 I heard that Elshoff tried to open the
mine with ten or twelve U.M.W. men. I went out there the next day. There
were many P.M.A. men there that day, but hadn't been many the first day, because
none of us knew of Elshoff's attempt to open the mine. Then we got there,
John Schneider and other P.iLA. Committecmen told us not to let any U.LLV.
men down into the Mine, We stayed on the grounds until the federal injunction
in 1937 December. The purposs of the pickat was to keep U.M.W. men from
working the Mine, and to keep them from damaging the Mine. Elshoff got the
injunction to get us off the property, and not to protect it, because
we were puarding the property. I went out to the picket line of my own
accord, I didn't see any but Mine B men there.

"In December of 1937, I heard of the election dovn at P.M.A.
headquarters. We had a meeting the day before, and we were told where the
election was to be held., On the d2y of the election we went in small groups
from Progressive Hall, and voted. I was not told by anyone how Yo vole
and voted for the P.L.A. because I liked that wnion and wanted to keep it.
As far 2s I know, it was an honest election.

"In November of 1939, when the Mine opened up, I went back and
worked for seven days. I had not been contacted by anyone about joining :
the U.M.%W, up to this time. After I had worked seven days, I had to quit.

The room I worked in ran into 2n old entry. My entry ran south, and old man
Sirtout had an entry going west near mine. Falcetti told me he wanted

the entry driven west, and I was told to siay home until Falcetil callsd

me back to work. I was out for two months, before Falcetti called me back,
and I got my old entry back. '

npfter I went back to work, some time later, around May of 1940,

S - - 7.\ v, - 2notber
man ceme and sat behind me in my room. They were there three days, and szt

there all_da¥ long without saying a word to me. ey were trying to score
me, but didn't say anything to me. The next day,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

mcam into my room.

o7, Knew him, h2ving been raissd with him 1
Illinois. told me that he'd gotten a telegram
Ray Edmunds come to Sprinpgfield right away. He told
me he was beinp paid by Edmundson to organize all Frenchmen at Mine B !
for the U.K.7W. He told me he didn't want to force me to join the U.M.¥.
because I was a smart fellow, but I knew that I'd have to join U.M.W. or lose
my job, because Lewis was a big shot. He was only in Springfield a week, and
said he didn't wapt to kill himself here, but wanted to pet back to
He talked to both‘ and me several times, and told to sipgn up
he'd lose his job. He said that Elshoff would have an ction as soon as
U.iLW. had 2 majorit:,;l end then the F.X en wouldn'’st have any jobs, so

we'd better sign up. told me that as a ginman and an organizer
and the U.M.W. sent him wherever they ha ouble,

“sfter -left, Albanese came to my home one day with E ;
not the P.i.A. man, and tried to get me to join the T.IL3¥. I told him he |

had no business coming to nmy house, and he went away. He came back a seconq
time, and said I'@ better sign up or I'd lose my job. 4 couple of days latar.
told me that he wis getting so many docks he was going to sign up with
the v.k.%.. He did si and didn't pet any more docks. I joined with
U.M. 5. the day aftergbdid. I had been getting 2 lot of docks, but after
I joined the U.M.7., FalCe:ti took them away. After I signed up Just before
the election of February, 1941, =nd signed only to keep my Job. In the
election of February, 1541, I voted for the P.M.A., because I liked it better,
and didn't like the rotwen tusiness of the U.M.W,

npfter I went back to work, mwas working there as an
air checker. He just wandered around the mine place to place, and talked

to the men. He never talked ti pe about the U.M.W. On day, I saw an old

man, a crippled fellow named get beat up in the washhouse by
# and two young feilows I didn't know. On the same day
caw Bonannon and —beat up a young Italian fellow in front of the

office.

"One day in the Mine, e a shot too high., He
was fired for it, and an Italian fellow, tried to take his case
to a U.XM.%5, meeting for him., Bohannon to ) down, and I heard,

that after the meeting, he was beat up. I didn't see it, and don't know any-
thing mere about 1it,. ‘

whose name I don't know, talking to all the men. I just heard the end
of the meeting, but I heard him say that this is a democracy, that the

"On Tuesday, September 7, 1943, at the Kine, I heard some Jawysrf /
miners didn't have to sign papers for the federal agents. On the next
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTEIVIET TITH day, Wednesday, Tony Plotch asked me 3f the federal agents '
h=d been to see me. He said Cudge Baumgarner wanted to

conuinue Kknow.

: Wghen the P.W.A. was at Mine B, my coal cars would weigh betwe:n
360C and 4000 pounds. Now, for the same ammount in the cars, it never
weighs more than 3200 pounds. Falcetti says the scales are ok, but that the
check-weipher may be Wrong. I think the scales might be all right, but I
know the check weigher isn't. :

n] have re-d the foregoing, consisting of approximately nine
pares, and state that it is true to the best of my knowledge.

/+/

Titnesses:

e 1s, F.B.
Springfield, 111"
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

ML IUIEAVIEY VITH Y vas inter-
o n

viewe
Y L

. Y
mseems to be a very exc person an
\ . his story in a wvery ogical manner as is apparent from his statement.

—stated he had a very poor memory for dates and it took a great deal
ol prompting on the part of Agents to elicit information from him, It is
believed he would be a poor witness. There is set forth below the signed
statement executed by h at the time of this interview:

-

[ RebB
N, 1943
"I make the following voluntary statement to
oth of whom have identified themselves.as being
pecial hZents o Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or

promises have been made to induce me to make a statement.

nI was born o_ and came to the U. S. in -

and became a citizen in 1 nave peen a miner all my life and joined
“+he U.X.W. in about I have never held a union office.

nY started working for Mine B in about -and was working there
at the time of the strike in 1937. I joined Progressive in 1932, but
didn't have anything to do with the formation of progressive. Things went
along about the same under progressive, but I think progressive officers were
all good men & everything was fine.

"In the spring of 1937 I recall that the quesiion of a new contraci

came up, but my memory is rather bad as to any of the details of the contract
question. I didn't go to many meetings as_the meetings
were in Springfield.

nI recall that some of the men in progressive were supposed to be
working for united, but I do not remember anything they were doing. I heard
later they were kicked out of the union though. I went to work as usual on
the day of the strike in May of 1937. I was then a digger in boxgh I do not
remember any disputes or fighting that took place the last day the mine was
in operation. As I remember it, I worked that whole day as usual and can't
even remember as to when I first heard the mine was on sirike.

"I remember that a couple of weeks after the strike the progressive
union got out some kind of a petition, but I don't remember whether or not I
signed it. I also recall that we had a picket line at the mine and 1 was
out there for about four or five weeks when I had te go to the hospital.
T voted in the NLRB election in Dec. of 1937 and everything was quiet at that
time. I saw a man passing out some kind of Wills, but forget what they were
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Re: JOHN L. IEAIS, ET AL

TNTERVIEY TITH about. I didn't go back to the mine apain until the

mine opened in Nov. of 1939. .

(continued
wI pelieve it was in the paper that the mine was cpen

so I went back and started in warking again at job. I puess I had been
working a few nonths when Bowling Creen, and a man
whose nick name Was -attacked me. One day at the mine, op of the

mine, said he wanved to talk to me. He started pushing me and then

these men ail jumped on me and hit me until I passed out. Tie se same men

had been to my house several times trying to get me to Join united. They

told me I should sign because everyone was going to sign. Everv time they

came to my house there was about 5§ of them. Vhen I was beaten up by those

mer 1 had already signed up with united-- in fact I had been a member for

about a month. I want to clarify this beating. My room had caved in at the
mine severzl days before the beatinz and I called the boss in to see my room.

He wanted me to clean up my room, but wouldn't promise to pay me for the labor.

I went to work the next dey and the boss still said he wouldn't pay me so I

just sat around. The next day I came to get my line check and Oscar Falcetti ~
said I was fired. I tried to ret the pit Committee, headed by Baumgartner,

to take up my c ase. Baumgartner & Bowling Green were supposed to have .
inspected my room & they sent my tools up. I went back a fev days after I .~
wos fired & it was at that time that they beat me up. I never worked at T
Yine B after that time. I was out of work for abut two years and now work’

for Fanther Cresk #2., After looking over my statements I see nmow that I

left Mine B in about June of 1941 so I must have been a member of the United
union for some time befors the be ting. I have a bad memory for dates,

howsver, i never saw anyone beat up at the mine.

"This statement has been read to me b_and it is true

to the best of my memory.
/s/ Y

) Special Agents, FBI
U.S. Dept_ of Justice"

%itnesses
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Re: JOR' L, LEWIS, ET AL

prreayics viE Y <:-iqcoield, 1.

¥
— e NIt eweg &t his residence on Sept r 10, 1943
C Special Agents and

speaks English with difficulty an erstand
% slowly and pleinly. BHe has no objections to testifying in court.
* gaid he has never been arrested, It is noted thet a8 been reporie
the Springficld Field Division as bei
information is availasble that he is a

The following signed statement was obtained from (NN

"Springfield, Ill,
September 10, 1943,

"1 make the following statemont freely and voluntarily
to and who have identified themselves to
me a5 opocial Agents o WC oL odo gau of Investipgation. No threats or
promiscs have been made to me to obtain this statement.

"I live at i ic and at pregent
I am uncmploycd. 1 was In came
to the United States, and I becams a citizen o > United States in
at Springficld, I1l.

1 first joined a union, the United Yine “orkers, in’ when I
jpne in I began to work in MNine B about
n 1832 I joinc . Progressive Mine Torkers of Amcrica
e

rs. I had no part in the formation of this union.

‘d W -’

joined the UV.M.%W. 1 have ncver held an office

the min
In thc fall of 1940 I rc
in any union, -

"Thile I was & member of the P,M.A, I was treated alright. I was
treated slright by the U.M.7. too when I wes & momber of that unlon. I did
not see Tach differcnco in the two unions. I don't remembor hearing about
any men trying to got membere for U.K.W,. before the strike started in 1937
at Minc B, end no onc tricd to zct me to join the U.M.W.

%] think that the strike started because Elshoff refused to sign
a contract with P.M.A., and wantod tc sign with U.X.%W. The F.X.A. union
struck to try to make Elshoff sign a contract with them,

"In the fall of 1937 I he rd Falcctti say that if the men joined
the U.lL.7. they could ge to work im Yine B, and that if they did not join
U.%."., they could not work in the mine. 1 think about 13 men went to work
in Yine B at this time.
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Re: JOHN L, LE7IS, ET AL

i?iiﬁiiﬁ? VITE "In the fall of 1927 I was in the picket 1line at Liine B.
Only line B were there. The purpose of the picket line

Econglhue!} was to keep U.M.7, men from working in Mine B,

"] voted in the election in Decembor 1937 at the State Armory. The
P.K.A, officials told me about the election but they did not tell me how to
vote. I voted for the P.M.A. because 1 was a member of that union, and
tccause most of the miners scemed to want that union in Kine B,

®Beofore I went back to work after the mine reopened in 1539, no
onc tried to get me to join the ULM.%. After I had started back to work
Bochannon camc to my house onc night with Frank Austin. They said that I
had beter sign up with U.M.%. becausc I could not win steying with P.M.A,
I told Bohennon thet I would think it over. They did not threaten me or

say that I would lose my job,

"in air inspccter, ” also talked to me sbout UM%,
1> came to my room in Mine B, - toid me that I had a good room, and that I

bettor joim ULM.T. if I vanted to koep thet room. I told him that I would
join U.M.%W. when most of the minors did. Hc told mo to come to a U.M.T.
mreting., I went to the mcoting, cnd sow 8 great many miners Joining U.N.T.
so 1 joincd UMW, too. I did this to stick with the majority of the miners.
I knecw that 1 would have to sign up with U,X.". to kcep my job at }Minc B.

I kmew I could not got a job anythere elsc,

"I don't remember signing zny petition for F.!1.A. or any othor union.
I hcard that some minsrs were bcat up, and 1 saw two men who had been
beaten, but I don't know their names, Later at a moeting of the UM, uniom,
an Italian fcllow tricd to say somethinmg at the mecting. Cudge Paumgarner
o013 him to sit down., Aftcr the meeting in an alley I saw Cudge beat this
Italian fellow, 1 don't know his name.

"In the elcetion in 1941, when the UMW, won, I voted for the U.M.W,
Yo onc mads me votec., 1 voted for ULM.W. boccouse most of the mincrs, so I
thought, were members of the UM,%., and 8o was I,

"1 quit working at liine B in Merch 1943 because I w
rooms and could not moke any monsy, and also becduse I wante
of the minc because my health was going bad.

"This statement consisting of this and two other typewritten pages
has boen read to mo and I stote that it is truc to the best of my knowledge

and rceollection. .
R o)

"o itncssos:

{signed)
(signed)
"Specinl Agents, FBI

" s "
Springfiecld, Ill. - 164 -
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Re: JOHWN L. LBWIS, ET AL,

INTTRVIZ WITH

(| —

\ :mtem pecial
" Asents and — speaks and
) understm verm to tes!;!y 1! necessary. He
." claimed he has not been arrested, &fum:\.shed the following
signed statement.

"Springfield, T1l.

"Ime the fiui E A statenent freely
and VOlm‘Larlly_ o and who have
identified thems elvesm—measdpenwderal Bureau
of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to me to
ebtain this statement.

Springfield, T1l.,
I was

"] presently live a
and am employe
beIm
iojned the Tnited lfine YWorkers when I was working
I stayed in this wmion until 1936,
ogressive Mine Workers of smerica
when I was working in the at Springfield, I first
started to work at Mine B some Lime after + became a member of P.M.A.

I never rejoined the U Hine B shut down in 1937 I

"In
in a coal mine in
as L recall, when I joine

vihen I first started tou work at Hdine B, everything seemed
to be 0.K. However, soon I heard from general conversation of the
miners that trouble was brewing. Some men were alleged to be pay:ng
dues to both the U.lM. 7. and the P,1.A. Some of the men that I heard
about doing this are: Bohannon, Sammy (Joe albanese), Frank Austin,
Pete Carter, and Tony Plotch., It was common talk among the miners
that these men were trying to work their way into the leadership
of P.M.A. 5o that they would be in a position to tum over P.K.A.
to U.M.ii. Prior to the start of the strike in 1937 no one ever
approached me about joining the U.M.V.

"T don't recall a meeting of the P.L.A. on May 1li, 1937, and
I don't recall seeing any notice of a meeting. On the day the strike
started,I 1 saw many of the coal cars going out of the mine with short
weights. &t this time I was employed in ifine B as a timberman., I know
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Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

N TER ' that the miners were dissatisfied, but I don™
know whether they were loading the cars short
{ Yontinued) of their own accord or becausé they had besn

told to do so by the P.U.A. officials. I do
know that the P.M.A. men were objecting to the presence in Mine B of those
men I named above and others who were trying to pull for U.M.w, I thank
that the miners hoped to force the mine management to fire these men from

the mine, That day T heard that some men had been kicked out of P.M.A,
because they were not loyal members,

#"0n the day of the strike I think that the men quit working
about 2P¥. a5 I recall the Pit Committec said that the men were not to
work in Iine B when U.H.VW. men werse working there. I donft think that
the wage scale problem had anything to do with the strike. The miners
had confidence in the P.M,A. officials and thought they could get as good

. T7 ALE mam T mrmm ey
a wage scale a5 the U,M./. After I came out of the mine on the day of

the strike, I heard the men saying that they would not work with U.lLW., but
I did not hear any conversation about wages.

"] recall that 4 signed a P,M.A. petition in 1937, and I think
the petition was to find out how many loyal members the P.lU.A, had at
that time.

"In the summer of 1937 I recad in the papers about the forming
of a new U,l4,.i, local, but no o.e approached me about joining it.

"] don 't remember how, but I recall that I heard that Mine B
was going to reopen in the fall of 1937. I went out te the mine, I

Ao '+ rememhor the exart dav, and got r.c:adv to tark, Then T saw that ther

MVIL W L Cdusdldene ) Wit Whiasw sy g | (S P I awam

was going to be some truuble. The P.M.A. men refused to work with the
U.lt.W. men who also shoved up for work, I was told to stick around the
mine which I did. I was in the picket line formed by P.M.8., but I
would hawe preferred to be at home, The purpose of the picket line was to
keep the U.M.u. men from over throwing the P.M.A.

"I think that the federal injunction was obtained by the
mire manasgement to break the strike, and not to protect the mine pro-
perty. The P.M,#. men at the mine liad done no damage io the minc and
were really protccting it. I saw only local men in the picket line,

*T voted in the 1937 election at the State armory., I voted for

s  in thig election vhich T think was fair in avery resmct T was

b= I ¥4
ek oMe Jdl Vi O Skl wiaod Ak LB P

not compelled to vote in this election. I voted for P. I.I.A. because I thought
that was a better wnion than U.Mvw, In the PM.a., a man had a chance to
run for office, and a chance for election. In the U.M.'. it seemed that one

- 166 -




Sl U IO ER V.
“.
. \

¥
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TTERVIEW WwITH man always held office, and there was no chance to
beat the machine. The P.M.A. secmed to me to be
ariLinue more righteous, .
"Tn the summer of 1937 a man by the name of my former

boss, tried to talk to me about joining U,lLU. and asked me W I dig
not join it. I told him I was not interested, and that was the end of

that.

"7 don't recall how I received that Mine B was to reopen in

1939. I went back to work shortly after the mine opened, I worked there un-

£il I was hurt in ¥arch,

I figurea t 12 company was tryang to force me out oI a Jo

zcaust I had not joined the U.M.YW. On onc occasion Bohannon asked me
vhy I did not get wise and join the U.M.W. He talked like the U,M.%.
was going %o control thc mine, but he did not threaten me.

"I never have rejoined the U,M.\., and if I had a job in a
mine today I would prefer to be in the P.M.A. because I think it is the
bettcr wnion,

%] have read this statement consisting of this and three other
typevritten pages, and I state that it is true to the best of my knowiedge

and recollection.,
/s

¥ /itnesses:

/s/

cial Agents, F.B.I1.
Springfield, Ill."
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RE: JOBN L. LEWIS, ET AL

AR —

9, 1943 by Speocial Agents and
5 éen memory o

E WhiC ppen 8 employed at Mine Be He understanda
English very well and oan express himself intelligently amd ocherentlye

In the interview he related most of his experieqi iolmtarily without

Illino!s, %B m!erv!ewe! g Es rasllaenoe on eitember

being questioned spcoifiocally on cach point. is anxious to
testify beoause ho fecls that hc hag been injurod by the &otions of
jndividuals at Mine B, Hc stated that ho onoe spent throe days in jail
for &n ineident which hopponod ncar & mine when @ state of martinl lew
wos in offcot, but he said thot hc doos not know what ohurge wis pleoed
ugainst him. Hec oloims that he wos moercly o bystundor on o publio
sidownlk, and when he refusod to move on tho requost of & soldior ot tho
nminz, he was tuken to juil, hos in his possossion & lottor
fran Ce. H. ELSHOFF duted Janairy eof, 194l in which ELSEXF stuteos thot
the minc campuny will not be responsible for medioul bills 'in comnco-
tion with thc ocourrcnee &t this mine on Junuary 26, 1941', the doy

on which-.-fas atteoked by —.nd othars.

The following signod stutoment wos obtained I‘rcm-

"Springficld, Ill.
Scptember 9, 1943,

7 N, nckc tho following voluntoery stutament to

b ] o R b 1 ko o bo Speatal hgonts of
the Federal Burcau o vestigution, of my own frec will, with no throats

or pramisos madc to moe .

*

"I livo Ltm Springfield, Illinois
end om not working ot the proscnt timc. wLs born
# ond oumc to the United Stutos ém
cotme 4 oiti o 1 nito
2

Minc orkers ot In 1932, while working
et Minc B, I joinced the Progressivoe Mano forkors of Americt. I novor
held en offico 4n ony union. I startod work ut Mine B in 1929, tnd
workod therc until Januury of 1841,

"In 1937, just bofore the strike, twonty~five men ot Mino
B switohod from the P.M.as %o tho U.MJfe Some of thesc mon hod hold
minor offiocs in tho P.M.i. union, suoh us membors of pit committoos,
. grievinoc committeos, und things of thut nuturos These men workod
on the P.i.a too strongly, cnd wore ramoved fram thelr positicns. In

April of 1937, ELSHOFF rofusod to sign o contruot with tho P.M.h., but

P
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R®e JOHM L. LEWIS, ET Al.

TERVIEW WITH in spite of this, the men worked until May 12,
1927+ ELSHOFF was intending to hire U.M.Ye. men to
contin

work the mine, while the P.M.i« men wanted to ocontinue
working the mine.

, "In the fall of 1937, ELSHJFF tried tc start up the nine
sgaine. Hc dida’t went the P.M.ie in the mine, but wanted tho UM.We The
P.f.a, stayed ot thc ming for 56 duys, roudy to worke. Vo gusrded the
minc ugeinst dumage from othors, und also to protoot our jobse Tho
U.f.¥. tricd to bring in mon from othor plnoes, not only thosc who hed
been Puf.Ae mon ot Mine B, to work the minc. aftor & timo, ELSHUFF got
an injunction, wnd the Pdlese men had to leave the mine propertye

"Ir Novombor of 1939, ELSHOFF openod up the mine sgoine 1
heard thot ELSHOFF, the suporintendent, tnd somo of the bosses hud
gone tc miner's honcs, ond triod to get then to go.Bhok to work &s
Ueilosl1e merberse I don't know how true this wose I hoord that some
of the non were intimidutoed cbout the tho nine reoponod, but no
one appror.ohed mee About that timeo, h ounte by ny home one
duy, saw me outside, und askod mo to return to worke I hud boon siak,
ond went bnel tround the 15th of Novembor.

"In 1940, & drive wis started ut Mine B to orgtnirzo the
mea in the UM, We At first, just the corigincl 286 non, whe had boen
menbors of the P were sgiteting the men, but nftor & while, whon
they didn't scen to be gevting tnywhore, Ui We orgunitcrs fram the
cutside were brought ine. Tho trouble in the nine begon zbout thie
timce Thoy esked the men to join tho U.MJW, suying thot oonpuny would
shut tho ninc duwn if the U.H.9We dimntt sign up the nnjority of tho
rmeéns I heard thut the mino bosscs wore saying this too, but I nover
heord any of theom suy ite The mon wore soured, needed thelr Jobs,
and joined tho U.MLW. to save und koep their jobse The non who Joinecd
U4, wore told to bring out their sons, wnd the sons would get jobs
tooe after w while, if the non dimit eign up, their tocls would be
stolen, scne mon huving 6s nuny 08 threo seis stolon. Finully, tho
slugging bogins One mhn,*hm}. his arm broken in tho nino,
I didn't sec it huppoen, and don ow of unyonc who dide The mon wero
talking about boing thrcatenod, but no omo threatonod nc at this tinc.

®yarious nen ouno to my roan soverol times, teked no how
things worc going. On Jun. 16, 1941, oano to my ruam,
and asked ne Af I were still & momber of the P.HM.h.s He cskod no if I
didn't think I should join tho UdMsie, und I said no, that I wasstis-
fiod with the P.M..e Nothing hopponod, and nothing more wus scid obout
it ot thot tine. The 16th day of Jamuury, the duyh;&no to sce

nc, wue the deodline set by Ui for the mon working utb HMine B to
join the UMW, On Junucry 17, 1941, —cme to ny rom
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INTERVIEW WITH egain, and hed some UMW buttons with hime BHe
asgked me if I hed changed my mind, and I seid noe
continu He said that he had oome to my room 8s he had just
gotten o supply of UM, buttons, and wanted to give
me one. Ho then left, and nothing more was suid.

"i}t Janus
mene The driver w.s

25, 1941, I rode to work with the usual bunch of
who lives

beating him. Vhen this bunch go
into the wnsghhouse, wnd Jumped on

of bouting

"I didn't wunt to hovo unything to do with this, so 1 went am
into the office to get my supplicss On my wey thore, I suw o
something, coming frax the direction of tho office, blcoding,
ooking &5 though he had beon boaton upe after gotting my supplics, I
went to the tipnle, got my bucket, then wont to tho wush housc to f£ill
its 'fhon the buoket wus filled, I went to tuko it outside & put it in
linc, to show the ordor in which I waos to go down into tho minc ofter I
hed ohunged my olothese Fran the wush housc to tho buckot lino it wus
neecssury to go through & nurrow spucce Therc worc @ lot of men trying
to get threweh, und it wis orowdeds  lle moved vory slowly, & step vt o
timo. %ot right behind moe I dom't know whore ho oanc frane
Ho wes working ot Hine B ut that time, but I hed kmown hin befurc, &nd
know he wos an organizor for tho U.MJSle Be hud buen firod fron the
for noking troubles I didn't scy enything to hin, und he bo-
gon jer on my cout, und kicking at ny logse I looked tround end he
grinncd &t moe This wont un until I get through the norrow pltoo, Lnd
went cnd put my bucket in tho lince I thought that he would be looking
for me to eunc buck intc the wash housc thot wey, so I went urcund the
building, ond went in Lnother entrunces I sat down un the boneh, tnd
storted to ohunie ciuthos, to go tu wurke Just as I bont over to toke
ff my shou cunc in, cursed no, end kicked me in tho heed. He
kickcd me sovor.l tines in the hetd, und thon othors sturtod beating un
nc tooe I don't knuw who the others woro, bootuse I wis wn the floor,
and put ny hoad under the bench o try tu protect mysolfe Howover, I
think sonc of the othors wore o st cuno over &
shert tine befure fram the Jefferson Minc,
not tho old P.M.is menbor, dbut & now U.M.'We non fron unother mne, Lu
one of cyEs alter they got tired of working on ne, they
storted on who wog in the wush housces Be hed signed up
for the U.M.7. ubout two or throo wooks befure, und they kicked und beut
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Rog JOHN L. L.TJIS. T .l.
INTERVIZY WITH

scntinued } hin beotuso he ~wusn't going to U.dMe noetingse
Right aftor they stupped bouting me, tho Sheriff

end hie deputy ocane gn the wosh sce I told hin who hod bout ne up,
und hc lofte I au“got boot up ncar thoe wash houso by

the sane bunche i

, "sfter 1 saw the Sheriff, I got dressed in my street olothes,
went to the offioce, and got & slip fram the office to go and soe the
oompany doctors I went ‘to oo him on that day, Baturday, snd tho next
two, Sunday and Mondoys Be troctod mo, his nome wos Dre DIEHL, but
on Monday ho told me that ELSHOFF had told hin I was to get no nore
rcedionl ottontione I thon wont to seoc & Dre MOUNT an Cupitol Avaenue,
who finished treoting mos Thon I got hano from tho dootor on Momdey,
there wus & letter from ELSHOFF, soying thot I wouldn't be puld for
modienl troutmont, that the oompuny wos mot liables Leter I got o Bl
fran Dre DITHL for $5.50, but puid no attention to ite Vhon I got o
sooond bill, I went %o soe the deotor, tnd told hin I wouldn't puoy it
bcoause the cnpuny wus linble, thut I had boon hurt on eanpuny property,
whilo T was going to wourkse I told hin that the omprny hed givon no &
8lip tc go to sec hine Dre DIZHL told ne thoct Mine B hud told hin they
wero not licble fur my injuricse I told hin thut he had tuken the
cunpuny's ordars when he hud acceptod the slip thoy gave mc for nmodiotl
trottnent, «nd thet I wouldn' paye I told hin to ocolloot fron the
oompanye I howventt heard anything ubout it since that tince

"On the day we woro bonten, wo' ewore out warr.nts tycinst the T

ncn who beat use ‘hen we went down to the houring, we sow then oaming | -

out, ond found out they hu d beon roleascd under $260 bond upiococs I
den't know who nudo the bond for them. The Justice of tho Peace, who
had the heuring, und roleasod thon on bond, was & pan named DUNNe He
wes not re-olooted in 4pril of 1941, und whon ho loft offloc, he turned
over his boozs to amother J.P., whoso nume I don't know, ond whoso offiloo
was ot 218% Scuth €th St., Springfiolde I wnitod o hear of the indiot=
nents aguinst the mon, but hotrd nothinge In Juno of 1941 I heard

that the oaso agoinst then had beoon disnisseds I went to seo the
Sheriff, wnd found thot a warraont hid been issucd by DUNN. Tho Bheriff
didn't have it, so finling out abuout DUNN'S suocessor, I went to sco him
wnt found thot the ouse hud beoon dismissede I did not know anything
about it bofore this timo, end oven though I wus ono of the pluintiffs,
I had novor boon nctifiod that it wes tc bo hearde I went to see the
stotet!s ottirney, wnd he tuld mo he oouldn't proseouto, beocuso thore
wasn't onough ovidence, thut he didn's have onough proofe I told him
that cthers hud soen it hoppon, but wero afraid to tulk.

"Just aftor tho boating in Junucry of 1941, I wus subpoencd to
anpear before the Grund Jury us u witness, an thut nuttors Bcverul
¢f us wore there, but mone of us were culled, exsept who
oame in in the afternvonms. He had boon bont up thut day, tnd went in and
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{TERVIE] WITH testifieds Nonc of the rest of us worec onlleods
I asked GREENE, tho stato's nttorney, cbout it,
Lecntinued) and when wo would be onllode Ho szid thot thot

wus the lust day, and the Grand Jury wouldn't

meet ugoin unsil Februarye I told him I wonld bo there to testify, but
when I did cppeor at the noxt Grund Jury, I waasn't oalleds I sow the
stato's nttorney aguin, and he suid he didn't have onough ovidence %o
prosent to the Grund Jurye I mude an appointment to moet him luter, when
I oculd get tll the men who hod been bostens u fow duys luter, ull
¢f us who hed been beuten met with the stute's uttorney. Ho still
elcimed that ho didn't huve encugh evidence, tnd woe ull got protty hote
Finul ly, GRLENE, the sttcrnoy, invited ull of us to huve t drinke I tock
{1t and told h'm I might ts well os thutts «ll I'¢ evor get buck for tho
becting I Sonke

"jist befure 1832, when tho P wus formed, the UMGe
wig p .t funotioning ony too welle Thore wis & lot of rueckotecring going
on, tnd, in 1930 or 1931, thorc was sunc trouble betweon JOEN L. LBJIS
cnd FISHEURK., A%t thot tino JOHN 1LILKTR wae district hend of tho U.M.ie
He h.d buon eomnocted with the siate omploynent scervice, and fook u
cut in salary when ho went with the UMM fran $8000 to $6000, I think.
at this time, the district office of the U.M./s wos not paying dooth
cluims to tho loenlss 4 Yosolution wns passod in the local not o
pty tho por capita share to the distriot umtil tho distriet would poy
the death ocluinse

"In 1932, therc wus o strike within tho UJd.e The cantract
with the mino opercters had oxpired, und the mon rofused to work until
& pew onc wis signod. st this time, LEWIE signed u ssoret ocniroot
with the operatcrs, calling for o redused wage fur the minerss Tho
mon had vcted pgainst the prop.sed cut in o referenduns L seaond vote
wos ocllel, and the niners wore aguingt the sut cgoine Bowover, the
cfficinls ut the diatrict officc of tho UJM,'T. scid they hud voted far
the controst with the reduced wagee The nen denanded & reowunt of the
roforondun bzllots, and the district officiuls finally sulmittod to the
dornnd for o recowise about one~hulf the bullots were counted, und
the vote to there 3iowed o stronger protost opuinst the ocuntruot than
the first referondun hud showne It wus agrood t¢ put tho bullots in &
bonk voult until the mext morning, whon the oounting would be oompletede
The mext morning, the ballots mystoriously disunpeared, botween the benk
ond the UM, building. Thoy were suppused to have boon placed in o
oar, and driven off by o tall, slender fellow, onswering ED{URDSON'S
jeserintion, und another, onsworing the desoription of Foxhuphos, &

UM 7. officor, now deads I don't kmow Af ENUNLSON, or who, wus sent
to get the bullots.

’
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1o eRVIE VIITH "Shortly before this oocurence, EIMUNDSOR had

. s s s z Lomow o R ot TN . Leeea

m‘ sTarted his own unlon, ofiied wno ‘Roank Loda riie Aoves
g.ontinucd ment', and it scenod to bo progressing protity wells.

. In fuot, when tho f£irst split ooourred in the UMW,
the locul ut Mine B wus considoring joining ERMURDSON'S orgunizttioms
1 think EMUNDSON must huvo rude sunc kind of ¢ deul with W.IXKER, beocusc
the ' Runk cnd File Hovemont! scemod to lose ground, finully quit, &nd
EDMUNDSOY got o pesition with the UMJle I don't inow ir EDMUNDSON &
"TJKER had uny agreonents tbouut whit to do with the bullutss Bowever,
just after this, UaLKER hud an injunotion spninst LEUIS in Illinods
lifted, unéd LT/IB oamo bock und signed the secrsot contruot.

Faoout two weeks after 1 got beat up, I got a letter from
BOHANNON, scyng he wunted to see me, und for me to come to U.M.We
halle I woo -fruid thot they might do something to me if I went dowm,
sc I didn't p.y any ottention 4o ite I didn't heur anything more tbout
it, und don'+ know the purposo of the letter. One doy, wbout two Wweeks
before I got peut up, und two duys before puyday, I huppened to cane up
fran the mino o litile coarly. Vhen I ocune up in the onge, 1 wus the
only Pu.Mane min in the oago, ©ll the rost boing U.M.We Uhen wo got %o
tho top, 1 suw stunding thorc with v lot of money in his honde
The U.MJ7e men, who wore on the oago with me, oirclod around hin, and
he sccned to be $ng thenie I don't renember cll the mon in the group,
but I did soe , TONY PLOTCH, BILL
SIRTOUT, und , the new nin, no Jeine TN, us well us
H on't know why wos giving thean money, but I
h-d noticed thuot the men who hod beon importod to organizo for the
V.M., never got ony stutononts fron tho ompenye The oanpany usuclly
gave out the statencnts two doys bofore pey duy, tnd 0ll the non go to
the offioce to get their stutoncntse I noticod th:t these inported
orgunizers nosor wunt to the offico to pot ony stusenents, and I thought
thut perhups JLSHG/T wasn't paying thog but tho Udldl. wuse Loter, they
bogon gotting stotorcnts, probobly besause the comptny wuntod to hove
4 sover for theme

"Boforc I wus beuten up ot the ninel nen owne %o my house

twice to got no to foin the UHMe One tine, tnd two others
I didn't know. ocane to the- housc ond tsked no mo U.H.le Ho
told mo that tho U.iilMe would got ocomtrol , und, if I didn't join,

I*d losc ny jobe 4 month or so luter, I don't know just when, JOE
A2LBNESE, and DOMINIC and ERNIE DI B.RTOLOMEQ oome to the housc and
zsked no agoine I didn't give thon ony satisfootion ut 1le I think
this wus sunctino in 1940.

%] hud no lending port in the orginizing of the Pudldie I

swung over with the mojoritye. Thorc were rewlly no leaders to tho chango
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INTERVIZ WITH over from U.MAe to PMuie It seencd os though the
looul went over us one bodye Even tho honoriry
¢c.ntinucd monbers of the loocul, those who wore old cund not

, working, but hud churter memberships, swong overs I
dcntt know of unyone who lod tho moves Udddle held noetings in the le=
lund Hctel und the K.Ce Hulls Ono Bundoy they wore huving o nooting
tn tho K. C. H:11, to $ry to sign up non to go tc worke 4 fight bogun,
and Deteotive PORT WILLIuMS of tho Springficld Polioe Depuriment was
xillod, I don't know how it all started . SN w.s orrosted for
it und put in joil, but as for os I kmow, Y hushed ups The
police got o truck lcod of g and arpunition out of tho lolund Hotols
A fow days loter I heard thu:h\ms teken out of jull, becuuso
they were afraid sunebody mig to get to hine He wns tokon

awny, ond I don't know whot over hoppened Yo hine

"On April 5, 1935, tho P.Md.he held ¢ noeting ot headquarters,
ot 6th und Weshingtons During the nooting, U.ddle non ciroled the
blcok in aubemobilese. Yhen the mogting wos over, tnd the men letving,
scveral shots were firod, and EDL.RD BAYRE wos killcde He had told me
san>time bofore thot EIMUNDSON und others had offerod him money to turn
fram the PuMase to the UMaie I hoard the shots, und looked owt the
window of tho union hall, tnd suw nmon ruwminge Tho shots whioh killed
HAYBE ware fired from EWIUNDSON'S cure There were three nen in the
our, un +hile looking ot UnYBE cn the sidownlk, EDMUNDSOR'S ocr ran
into u truok at o stop sign, and locked dunporse The men in the our
gouldn’t get oway, und hud t> take out on foot, louving tho oar. One
of tho non wues found in & reoming housc on aduns 8t., with & rovolvor
and armunitions another wus arrcstod an Moshington Bte Edpundson
zave hinself up in Taylorvilles D BURKE wns his lawyere No cno wus
ovor pr.secuted fir this casec, oithor. :

™Then the mine opencd up in 1939, I wont beok to werk v few
joys aftor it openede I don't huvo ony foots, but I fecl that tho U.lldle
furnished ELSHOFF with men und poney tc olean up Mine Be I know it nust
hove oust quite o bit of money to cloan up tho mine, und I den't €hink
ELSHOFF hud enough maney to dc it himself. Shortly wfter this, I
hoard thot the UJiWe men ot Copitel Minc wore soying thut tho UMWl
kod o gold tipple ut Mino Be I don't know Just whon I hoord this,
but I think it was just aftor thoe nino oponods 8inoe I'vo beon out
of work, sinoo Janunry of 1941, I'vo tolkod to & lot of Udidie mon,
ani they uro pretty gonorally dissotisifeds. 4t tho Ponbody Mine, 1
knew thot the ommpany pays the chock off lirootly to the Nationel hoad-
quarters of U.4JM., and not tc tho looals The Nutionul gives tho losal
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REs JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL,
INTERVIET ‘TITH ®Just before the strike in Maey, 1937, ELSH(FF

was bargaining underhanded with the U.M.H. He refused to

continu sign a contrect with the PMN.h., saying that he wouldn't
make 8 wage adjustment retroactive, I think he used that question be-
cause he wanted to prolcng the disagreement, sc the UJdLll, oould organise,
and get enough men to work the mine, so he wouldn®t have %o work it
with P.M.A. men, There had been & rumor sround in Mey of 1937 thet
ELSHOFF was going to bring in U.i.S. men to work the mine. after the
strike, no U.d,\i. men showed up, so the PM.s. men didn't stay around
the mine. I had heard, in esomd wniom meetings, some discussion of
what to do with same men who were socused of ocollaboruting with the
U247, I don't remember the exnot details, but I think thet a referendum
wes hud, and it wes voted that the men be susperded or expelled fram the
union. On the dey of the strike, the grievance oammittee went into
see ELSHUFF, and after o while, oome out, 8sid they ocouldn't recch an
agreement, so we wouldn't work the mine. I think the strike wns ctlled
to force ELSHOFF to sign the controot, und not especinlly to foroe
him to fire the men suspengggefrcm the PJl.a., but I can't suy positively
which it was. I know tho mén’louding ours short either the doy of the
strike, or the day before. The reuson for this wus th.t the oamptny
wanted to produce a lot of oonl, and told tho drivers to bring up oars
in a hurry regtrdless of whether or not they were filleds The drivers
would pick up the oars before the diggers ocould fully loud theme A=
. I remember, this wus the reason for louding short, und I don't remember
hoving onything ubout louding short us c protest aguinst the monugement.

"Fran 1632 to 1537 no onc upprocohed me or usked me to Jjoin
the U.M.Te Nobody really aporroachod me on it until 1540, t.ftor I hud

one baok to work. Right after the sirike, m
s .

ine De on't remember sighing ony petitions for P.H.he or any cher
unions In the fall of 1837, I went out to Minos B to go to work, when
1 heard it wns going to open up ogeine Yihen we got out to the mine,
we found out that ELSHOFF was going to have U.M.l!. men work the mine
tooes ‘ihen we heard that we decided thut we wouldn't work the mine with
U.M.7. men, und we wouldn't let the UJM.7. men try to work the mine.
Therc wasn't any trouble, beocuuso the 256 U.M,Ts men there couldn't work
the mine, und went hame. ‘lhen they loft, we suw ELSHUFF und offered to
work the mine, but he refused to nllow us. \le stayed ut the mipe for 5O
to 5B duys, to protect our jobs tnd sec thut ELSHOFF didn't get cny U.M,
W, man to work the mine. “je were more like gu.rds thin pickets, tnd wunted
to keep the U.M.Jle men from dostroying the property. I think ELSHXFF got
the injunction to get the P.df.ne off the property, und allow the UMMe,
men to work the mine. The P.H... men weren't hurting the property, end

renlly left it cleaner thun before thay ocund.
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REy JOHN L. LEWIS, BT al.

INTERVIE] WITH "he notice of the eleotion in December of
1937 woe published in the paper. I went to *he
oontinudd) eleotion voluntarily, und &ll but 26 men voted to ree

toin the P.M.As 28 the bargoining uniones I voted
P.J.A. becuuse I wonted to keep that union, it was the best ane for me.
U.M,4s hod two drunks hupding out pomphlets ot the election and ome of
them told me he hud beon poid $2.00 to distribute theme The elootiom
wos suporvised by the N.L.R.Bs, ond it wos o equare slootione In tho
eleotion of 1941, I voted for the P,M.A. tguin, beocuse I wented that
unione The U.MJMs men told the miners thnt thoy would lose thoir jobe
if they didn't vote for the UM, A4lso, if o man turned UMdle he
wos told to bring rolatives to work, und thoy would find jobs for them.

f.fter the mine opened in 1939, mombers of tho PM.e pit
oamnittec told mo thut thoy couldn't got ELSHOFF to do enything for
theme They didn't hove o ocontrcet with him, und oouldn't moke him do
anythinge After I went buck to work in 1959mtu1ked to mo
guite oftene Ho never monticned U.MJMe to me, ulthoug ow ho wus
orga nizing for U.M.W. in the mincs He posod Ge un ulr inspector in

the mine, but hud nothing to dos Thoro wus no such position befoure
the strikea.

"I huve had the foregoing, oconsisting of oppruxinutely
seventoen hondwritten pages, rond to mo, und stote it is the truth
to the best of my knowledgees

®iitnosscey

!peolnl Agenll, FaBele,

Springfield, I1l."




Rot o™ L. LEWIS, ET AL

interviewed

pring
was cntirely cooperative at the time of thia

A dade Asnedime + mnle e oA st dn
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It ic t- t: noted that during the intorview it was observed that

arpcared t: have a 795d denl of trouble undorstanding the questions and gave
voruce and rambling answers rather thar answorinz the question diroctly. It
is folt thit he tricd to do the best he could to be helpful, but that he
would n-¢ bo a good witness duc to his rambling tendencies and lack of under-
stonding, fic advised agents that he had no criminal record,

The following sipgned statoment was given by —
!prlngﬂield. Ili,

Sept. 14, 1943,

sive the following stotement tom
ntificd themselves to mc as Special Lhgonts o

reL s Lo threats or pramiscs have been mode me to glve this statement,
L°st ‘onday or Tuesday, after Labor Day, some man from U.M.5, District

Officc spoke to us and says we don't hove to talk if we don't wont, This man
saic you fellows dont't have any rizht to question us miners. 1 heard

thet 12 men went to the Regional Bank Bldg, or UMW, Bldge & they were
suppssed to have taken their siznaturcs off what thoy signed. This is what

1 heard from the other miners, I also heard these men wers to get paid §7.00
e day but I don't by wh> they wore to get ponid, I am willing to talk

to you men anyway but 1 hope I don't zet in any trouble sver this as I never
bcen in any trouble in my life.

"I hove been ot liine B sincc
I was born in

& am still thore as a dieper,
& I come to U, 8. in &
became o citizen 1

I first joined U.I.7, in 1179 ”
& I never held any o O 832 UM%, was a2 good union & we cou

spenk likes we wanted t> and Tdon't know if UMY, »fficials zot along with
Mine B before 1932 or not. .Lftcr Elshoff came in there 2lways was a lot

of little troubles around., Bcforc 1932 U,M.%, 2t I'inc B was the strongest
local there was., In 1832 I went with majority to PM,A, & it didn't make
any &iffcercnce to me & I did not help organize over to PL.MW... Betwoon

1932 & till ¥ine B closcd F.i .. had 1ittle troubles with Elshoff like U.M...
2id, In 1332 I heord thot the Communists wore going to be strong in P.M.A.
but they never got in ot 2ll & I heard they, for years, were not sure

RN . L s am ke wd dlhmar 4L wamend Wnomls &a IT n"' L & ~alr
wnlch wuy sncy W.-LHL-UU u_) gu u.' .L ubu.lu wiivy NGl WONT DOGCK V0 Velde: riv v} &

tales to Roy Edmundson, 1 never hecrd Elshoff say anything that he wanted
U.M.".. back, Betweon 1932 & 1937 F.M,4. was like old UMY, local & it was
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Re: JOIN L. LEVIS, ET AL

IFTERVIE WITII & mens unisn & I trusted the P.M,A, officials, In all
unions I don't know anything about money matters, I wont
TG to P.V.A. meetings once in & while, F.M.A. local 54 was
: alright & I never saw anything wrong with it, Before Mine B
closed no U,M,%. men bothered me & I neover know of any U.M.W, men belng there
til1l last <ay. In rezord ¢> parties by Elshoff for U.M.W, I heard Elshoff
TeT beer at affice once for parties, I heard men say that made
n wrong agrecment with Mine B when the contract ran out in spring of 1837,
Therc was no trouble at all at Mine B becouse of this contract running out.
I did not know if Elshoff & F.M.A, were zoing to zet together & sign a
contract, 1 did not zo to any meeting before Minc B c¢losed, On doy Mine B
closed I was cn partin* when I first heard of strike in nfternoon. 1 heard
that s-me men lonaded cors short but no one said anything to me obout it,
That same sfterncon Jim Talc asked me what was going on & I asked him what
he mcant & he did not enswer me. 1 8lso saw andy Schrelevious & Bowling
Green {Chas, Bohanon) rice out with the mule together that aftornzon & they
wors not supposcc €5 é» that, I hoard that trouble was over the fact that
the men ¢id not get fired who wore expclled & I heord this several days
later while ~»n picket on the road near the Mine B. Thile on picket I heard
that some I.M.4. men were in the corn field with guns & that osne was Cudge
Baum-arner & other was Italion named !Tonmy! from Pawnece, Ill, 1 alsoc heard
thot some P.M.A. men ot iinc B were petting money from U.M.7. I don't know
if I sirneé any P.M.A, petition or not in summor of 1937 & I heard that
UM, 7, had & petition out but I nevor signed it & was not asked to sign it
or join U.l.,7W, In swmor of 1937 nothing happencd tc me & it was all quiet,
In foll of 1937 1 went to sit down strike & was forced to go otherwise F.M.A.
would fine us $5.00. I think I wos out at !linc B on first day they tried
to re-open in foll of 1837 & we werc nll ready to o to work. The sheriff wa.
out there tos., The UMW, mon did not zo back to work. I spent most of
my time out there. MNo outsiders were brot in to holp but just local men, .
It wes o quiet % pecceful strike. John Schnelder tried the best he could to
kcep us out there. I think he was risht in what he did & even tho he was
sick he stuck it out with us. I was therc whon Marshall came sut & some
wanted t: stay & hc szid they would have to leave & wo all left quictly. Ve
fclt sad about it as we thot we lost out. Mine B shut ~ff our water and

lizhts but m helped put switches back erain for us miners.
Tic mot cnal from .dnc 4 to keep us warm, 1 don't remomber of goins out to

YMine B whon they re-opencd again in 193B., I voted at N,L.,R.B, elcction the way
I wanted to & no one forced me to vote & it was by secret ballot, All of us
had maode up our minds to stay with FL.M.A. In f2ll of 1937 I got a letter

from Mine B telling mc to go btack to work & I did as I heard a union lawyer
told P.M.A, %o o back to work otherwisc we would 1lose. I don't kmow why

Elshoff would n-t sign o contract with F.}.4A, About & yoar later I was

Y mmm - ol R . -
boot up &t local U.M.7. mcetinz in Springficld, Ill. & this was aftor I

sizned over to UM, UM, hed us lay track & paid us $1,00 extra an hour
% I & othcrs werc arainst it & I opencd my mouth at the meetinz thot it was
not rizht & talkod ageinst mo om it. Saonc ovoninr I triaed
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Rus  oolk L. LETIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW YITH to talk to other men & Bowling Green Chas, Bohanonm,
president, fined me 50¢ because I was talking to those

men & ancther man came up to me & said I should io to

continuc

trengurer, & we went & mon told to take
the fine ~ff & thcn eft & hit mc while I had my glasses on
& while on the floosr he kicked me & me up. 4t a later meeting charges
wore placeod aininst me for talkiny about UM,7. officinls & I never did it &
they fine? me #150,00 & I had to pay it in 3 payments. I appealed to Ray
Edmundson & he said that something would have to be done & next day at

Linc B Juck Falcetti chanzed my statcmoent to $5.00 instead of $150,00. Thie

211 tsok place after I had joincd the UM, 7, union.
"ifter line B »pened in 15385 amc in to see me while

at work but he did not ask mo out ri-zht !o Jﬁln !.ﬁ.ﬁ. Onc morning too
my air was bag. A4lse cnce ” came t> my housc & nsked
when I was going to join over 1o U, 0ld them I would eign whon

the majority did, Later on Bowlinz Green Chorles Bohanon came to my
neighbor's housc while we werc playinz cards & I sisned over because o lot
had signced over alrcady, I heard that men did got boat up & I heard some

hallerine for help but I never saw them get teat up.

"1 signed an affidavit acoinst Bill Sirtout as he wos my driver
% hc was doing everythinz he could ¢c make it uncomfortable for mo & 1 cried
many times over it, The offidavit I signed then was mnde by me of my -wn
froe will % the informaticn in it is true, I saw a lot »f new men ot
Yinc B & they would hang around in oroups & I guess they were U,X.”, men.
In summer of 1940 I did nat sizn any cards for F,M,A, or U,M.W., I poid
T.W.A, dues but not when Mine B reopened in 1939. I voted in next N.L.R.B.
clection & it was like first one & I wvoted way I wanted to., 1 think U.M.W.
won beeause the men were tired & 1 also hoord thot Mine B would not run
arain with P.M.A. 1 joincd over o U.M,%, in 3 or 4 months after Kinc B
opencd & I didn't pay dues at first & they zll 'backed! me then. I had &
tad room too when I went back & I figured they tried to get rid of mo but
I stuck it sut, Minc B was in bad shapo in 1939, & I nover heard of a
fire ot Mine B in 1939, I did not attend & meetiny when Jack Glascow was
kicked osut. I have had Azent read this six (6) pase statement to
me & it is true % correct to tho best of my knowlodge. I am signing of my

2_{ my own free will,
sisno: SRR (<ined)_
peelal fLcent, F.EL.I.

St. Faul, Vinn,
pecial Azcn I (Milw,)

Sprineficlc, 111, 9/14/43"
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JOHI L. LEIS, ET AL

INTERVIEN WITH The following investipotion wos oonducted b*; Speciel

Py | nd

SR — » e
— AEBNTE 8nua av
f)pringflle!g, !!! 1|n01|s, on Septeg_ er B end !’ 1543,

On Septerber 1943, Agents went to the residence of

, Sprirpfisle, Illirols, and his wife
VviscC thitv ho Etiil 16 employed et Yine B ond she secid he gets
home eround 4145 P.M. -However, she seid ehe did not know for sure
if he would be home thet evoning ss he might go 4o & U,1LW,. meeting
that wae being held.

On Scmtorbar 9, 1943, Apente, sbout 4040 P.il, went to the

residence ofF and upon identifying themeelves to him, hs
scid thet he much to sey and su%ioseﬁ it wee in regard to thet
ALJVUntJ.Eﬂta.uu and he vias told it was. then +told -!‘.gents that t!"\.e_‘,?

would hove to see hie Attorney, FITZGEK end thet he had nothing

ine B when the strike occurred but he =2id nothing happened that he
¥new ofy He further told Lgente to just go gnd see FITZGERALD, his
Attorney. He slso steted to Agente thot FH&GR@W
him to heve ;.gents go and see him, FITZGERALD. This was in responee
to & guestion 5 to whether or not all the men ell the men had been
told this at I'ine B or et a meeting. -was then eeked by .gents
whet the full name of FITZGERL.ID wee end he eaid he didn't know his
firest nome but thet he is a 1ittle old fellow. ves aleo adked
vhere FITZGERALD has his offices and he eaid the officee are in the

Ear‘ms Building, on top of Walgren'e and it ie on the ninth floor.
further remerked that he would not answer any gqueetions e.ni eaid

T

to sey to hgents. He admitted, however, he wae working there at \ !

or Agents to go and eee hie Attornoy.

It wes noted by agents tha'\'appeared to be somewhat
intelligent oné wee not illitorate end spoke the English language
erigh‘t-

Stonopraphi¢ notes of Agsn‘b_a:e being retained in
the exhibit zection of thie ocanse.
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET al.

INTERVIE{ VITH The following investipation wes conducted
i oo SR - W
et Springfield, Illinois wn Septenber 8, .

Springfield, 1llinois,

of the questioms very readily end his enswers were understandeble and
jt is felt that he would make & feir witness if his testimany is neces-
sery. He furnished agents with the following signed sitatemonts

fn
1,
this froee and voluntoery statemunt
who are ¥mown to me to be Specia Yo
thrests or pramises hove been made me to give this statenante
"In July 1941 I wes laid off ut Mine B as they think I !

was too old & I should go on psnsions In June -I first started
as coel digger &t Mine B at Springfield, Ill.

"1 wus born % oame to UsS. in ’&.
heceme citiren jn I wts & miner in old
country but did not belong To tny unione joined UM.Ji. &t Spring=
field, I1l. when I first cune here & I never held ony union office.

"Bafore 1932 ELSHUFF & U.M,J. got olong fine and everybody
was happy and we got what wo winted & it wus & union for tho nene
Tihen the split ctme in 1932 I vent with the mujority & was glad to go
over & no one forced me to join.Pdiens & I didn't take any t.otive
part in going overs DBetweon 1932 & 1937 P.lfdhe got along fine too
with ELSHOFF & there were no strikes or troubles. ELSHOFF &

 F.LCETTI never setid to me thut Palla. wis no good & I never hetrd
of them stying enything ogoinst P.llen. lie Pulie. miners felt our
offioers of P.f... were tlrighte P.luse wus run by the nen & thoy
were U.K. I would go to meetings only cmce in & whiles ‘o men
oould soy whot we wished to soy & no one stopped use I never knew t
thing sbout those boumbings by PeHers men & I don't believe they did
it & 1 think there wns samething crooked there. (hee in u while
there wns ¢ special ussessnent for o convention or something but they
were not oftene The PJMene officicls snlwoys told us et the meetings
what they did with the moneye. Before lMine B olosed Uuie never
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RZ) JOMN L. LEMIS, ET «L.

INTERVIE'T "IITH picketed Mine B & I never saw any literature being
given out by them. 3Before Mine B olosed there were
{continued ) sane P.M.ne men, about 15 or so, who were for U.N.IM.

Some was CHaS. BUBAINON, BXILING GREEN, TUNY PLOTCH,

OTTON sNaN1.S, JOHN & BILL & JOHN JR., SIRTOUT, GEO. & EMRY JuCullLY,
Baif the Italian, »NDY SCHRELEVIOUS, DOMINIC PASQUALE, FETE CakTER;
FRAME AUSTIN & JIY B.LEe That was the bunche I never heerd of any
verties by EISHOFF or U.M.'7. In Spring of 1937 we were told in the
Mine that we were working on & temporury agreement like old ocntrect.

I just dont recall if anything was said about baok puye lie felt that
our P.M..e officers oould do 88 good for us us UM.W. dJust before
Mine B closed there wns no trouble tbout the wagese. PLOTCH &7COTTOR™
osme to my home before line B closed und they told me that we oould
not work without en agreement but thot UM, could get tn agrosment.
I tsld them I would not sign my nume to anything. line B never said
to me tnything ebout the wage ogreemcnte Before Mine B oclosed I did
not go tc any meeting but there might have boen one. I worked im
Boxhon duy ifine B closed and I louded 2 otrs & hid no more
cocl & oun® up to purting and saw some old mun who-«lso did not

know of uny troublo., Wo one céme to our secction & stid mine wis to be
closede ufter I got on top I heurd wll the men wero oulled oute I hecrd
the trouble wus beccuse an agree—ent w.s not signed. Thet is €1l I
know wbout ite I hecrd that in sone purts they wore louding short but
in my surt we ull louded full corse. Next duy uftoer line B olosed I
don't remember if they picketed or not &t lfine B. I never signed tny
Uaulsss Petition in sumner of 1937 & I dan't know if I signoed one for
P.d.a. Or not ¢.s5 I still wus Progressives No onc asked me to join
Dedoie loctl & I herrd they hud operned it fran the puperse During
gugmer of 1937 I donf't kmow of unything hcppening. I ulaso heurd thit
some men from iine B went to work ot Jofferson iline & I «lsc hecrd thut
FaLCETTI wus there too & I rlsoc hoord thet ELSHUFF wis running it for
a while. In fnll of 1937 I went out first doy & they wouldn't let

&ny P.Men. men go down but did let that sume bunoh of 15 or so go

down & next duy we started the strike thut lusted for sone time.
FALCETTI lot them go downe I went out to the strike tbout hulf the
tine & I would go hane when I wanted toe No one forced me to go out.
The men were 8ll from locul 54+ 1 went to protect my job as I hed
$25.00 worth of tools in the mine. I donft sec uny Udis/e nen ct Mine
during the strike. It wus r guiet und petceful strike. ‘le protected
mine property & toock 3 hr. witch ecch mighte 1lio hnd no gunse I wts
not ot Mine B when U. S. Murshell oune out as I had left 3 doys befares

1 444 not go out to Mine B later us I reod in puper they were golng

o oven it us U.MJTe & I didn't go outs I voted et first N.L.KH.
election st .rmory in Springfield, Ill. & I voted for PM.i. I wos
in meeting hall & we went over in groups of &bout ten. No one told
me how to vote, Ue were told to get our bullots w.t the armorye Betwoon

Armory & our hnoll I saw severnl men giving out popers but I did not
take anye. -It wes by secret ballot & it wus u good election = no
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nw. vorx L. IETIS. ET -MIJQ

INTERVIZ! "IITH trouble vt alle I hecrd that luter Mine B wus to
be ro-cpened but I didn't go out, I heard thet
continued) ~ EISHUFF would huve nothing to do with Progressives

even tho they won the electiom. In fall of 1939

I think I got o letter tolling me to go out to works I went out nfter
#cme to my house & suid I hud 4o go out in § deys & I

wen on second day & I wos told my plioe had onved in & thut they

would let me ¥mow in u week or sc & sone one loter told me to go out &

I dide I puid %o P.Mune $33.00 in dues ufter 1 returned to work. aufter

I worked a while TONY BaDUGURTEN asked me in the wnsh roon et Mine B

when 1 was going to sign over to U.MJ. & I did os T figured I hud bet~

ter sign before some one punched me. Ho just told me it wus better to

joins This wus ebout June or Febs 16th, 1941 whon I signed upe At

Mine B, 3ILL SIRTOUT, who is now in the army, t.sked me tlimost every

dey when I was going to join U.M.We but he nover threatened mes This

wis nefore TONY suw mes No ono hurt me or did drmtge to my ooale

ELSHOFF & FulCETTI never asked nc to jJoin VJiJST., I didn't sign ony

oard for U.U, T« in summer of 1940 but I suw Sui4fY go around in jfine B

with some kind of cards but I rnever signeds I belonged to Pelles

so didn't hove to sign ery oords with theme I voted ut second N.L.R.B.

slection ot armorye. Beforc we hud to go to big moeting at Redmun's

Holl & Edmundson & , wus there & we hid to go &

vote in groups of ten. 10 not pt.y uny attention to their specches

& I still voted for P.M.sne It wus o zood eleotione U.Hs /s hod nen ell

around the election boothe U.lsi. brot «ll kinds of now men to Hine

B and they ounc fram &1l plioes & thut is how U.LY, won ws they got

pore men in at Mine Be No onc forced me to vote ut second Nal.k.B.

elootion. ‘imen I returned to ifine B they hud bad aire Boxiwus in

good condition but Box lever were openeds 1 never hed¥d of 2o

fire nt lline B while it wus closede «wfter I joined UM they fined

me 50 cents for not going to & meeting & I oompltined to BOAWNUN

about it because I wus too old to goe I dan't think I ettended &

meeting where_tﬂlked .

"I huve hud u@,ent-rehd this seven (7) pt.ge stutonent
to me und it is correct to the best of ny recolleotion & I hive signed

it of my own free will.

*itnessess

g B Spece ugte FJ.B.1, (I‘{ilwo)

L Speciul agent, 8t. Puul, Mi.nn.

¥
£ Springfield, Ill.
B Septe 8, 1043."
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

HTLRVIZNW W The following investigation was conducted Special
Agents and at
' Spring nols on Sept gth, 1943,

On September 8, 1943 inquiry was made at the residence of E
5 ascertained

been | - 'CC CtPUenoer 1, 1943

and woull ansSwer quest.lons of Agents.

He stated he had never been arrested in his life, It was noted
that although he is rather old he readily understood the questions and an-
swerec them intelligently, and if it were not for his illness, he would
make a cood witness if necessary.

Azenmts obtained from him the following signed statement:

Sept. 9, 1943

“Im, Sprinefield, 111, make
the following iree anc voluntary statenent to
&*at the een suf-
fering put I fe ell enough to ta k.

No threats or promises have been made to me to procure this statement.

1 came to the U.S. in

¥] was bomrm
and became a citizen abou joined a rine wunion
BV e e

at Springfield in I have never held & wnion office. I first
went to vork in Mine 'J' about and worked there until 1937
since which time I have not worked at all except for one month in

1939 after the mine opened Prior to 1932 the U.M.\i, at Mine B

seemed to get along 0K vith Elshoff so far as 1 know, In 1932 1

joined the P.IH.A. when all the others did I felt then that theres should
be only ore mion for the mincrs, I took no active part in changing

" to P.l.4. just went along with the rest,

*During the 5 years from 1932 to 1937, the P,M.4, and the
Mine !B' officials had no wnusual trouble, there were no shut-downs
or work stoppages during this time, Neither Elshoff or Falsettil



Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

TIT_RVIEG WITH ever said anything to me about wanting to get P.l.A.

put at Mine B and getting U.l.W. back., T heard that
orivinue the union officials had some trouble with Elshoff

over the contract and his wanting to get U.lL.'. back.
Before 1937 the P,M.n. -:seemed to get along OK with their own officials.
F.l.4. did not seem to have any more trouble with crooked leaders than
any oth&r union, there arc always some men in every union trying to get some-
thing out of it, I heard at this time there werc some men in P.M.a.
carryi;g stories to the Bosses about vhat happened in the wnion. I
did not gzo to P.l.a. meetings because I lived out in the cowntry and
wmder the agreement éid not have to. 1 would attend election meetings
and that was about all. There was never any question in my mind as to
the dealirgs of Pdai. officials wath wnion money, asscssments in P.M.a.
vere about the same as in any wnion. From 1932 to 3927 I don't recall
the U.l..0. ever picketing at Mine '3' nor do I reumember any U.lLT.
literature being distributed at the mine, I don't know whethcr there
vere any men in the P.M.a. trying to erganize for the U.UW. Before
the mine closed I heard some P.M.a. board rembers say they did not want
the rire to close, JTherc werce 12 men in the P.M.a. before the mine
closec orgznizing for the U,if.w. they never asked me to join over
but T hecard of their activaties, I don't recall their names now. I

ATPiminle or

- ek 3 P LRI
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never knew about Elshoffl giving any parti

they for him.

»] rcmember hearing about the contract running out in the
Spriag of 1937. I heard they hnad a temporary agreement, but ncver
hcard anything about back pay. I was satisfied with the way owr union
officials were handling tnis mattcr. The miners were mad about there
beins no cortract but there were no fights or other trouble, I never
hcard anything about what the Co. had to say about the wage contract.

"7 d1d not go to any mceting the night before the mine shut
dovn. 7T hcard about it and about some U.lL.'.. men being chascd out of
the wion. I worked on May 12, 1937, I did not know anything about the
fact that there would be a strike on that day. I vorked all day and
foun¢ out when I came up on top that the mine was shut dovm, I heard.
the mine was closed because Elshoff wanted the P,U.4. men to join
U.K. 4. but they would not do that so they closed it down. I hzard of
cars being loaded short the duy the mine closed dovm, but I did not do

this myseclf.

"] did rot sign-any petitions for either P.M.s, or U.lLi.
the swmor the minc closed down.

"I kncw nothing about the U,lM."s, forming a new local the
summer of 1937, '
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INTERVIE WITH "I did not return to work when they tried to open the
mine in Sept, 1937. about two weeks after the strike
Leontinued ) started Johwpif Sc¥pieder’and a couple of men came and

asked me what kind of a2 unjon member I was not to be
at the mirc. w» day or sc latcr another member took me out and I stayed
for 4 days and_then ran off and went home., I asked this other man to take
m: out after f¥3erf and the others had called to see me, I would
rot have gone if it hadh 't been for this., They did not threaten me just
talked Kind of rough. The men I saw at the strike were all local 54 men.
I don't know of anyone else who was mide to go to the mne, I was not at
the mine when the marshall came and chased the men out.

"] did not go to the mine when they tried to open it in Sopt.
1937, I don't know whether I kmiw about it or not.

"] voted in the first N.L.R.B. clection. I went from home
to thc armory, nobody forced mc to go. It was a good honest clection
by scerct ballot, I think I voted Pulls. I never saw any v.¥,\{, men near
the .rmory when I went to votc,

"T did not go to the mine when they tried to open in Jan. 1938.

"] hcard the rcason thc mine was not opened after P.M.A.
won the clection was becausc Elshoff didn't want P.M.i. I heard the
r.ason Elshoff could keep the mine closed was bccause Jolm Lowis was
paying him, I heard somcthing about Elshoff opening up the Jefferson
Mirc and not being able to makc it so he closed.

mihen the mine opened in 1939,” came to my room
and s1id I had to come to work in tuo days or I wo oose my job, I was

sick at that time. I had previcusly had a letter telling me to com

sack to vork but had not gone, I went out aftcr” came to
sce ME, I was sick ni":zlkmg with a canc, Fals me go back I went
x

back in bo‘. as bo where I had worked was caved in T made 444 Tor 4
days work j befor quite as I was unablc to work. “ifter I went

back to viork nobody asked me to join the U.M.h, I dic not vote at the
sceond N.L.R.B, election as I was out when this was held. Yhen I went
back to ine 'B! I guess the minc was in fair shape. I never did rejoin
the UM,

"] have had .gent read to mc this eight page hand-
written statement to me as I have some trouble reading. To the best
of my knowledge it is ail true and correct. I am therefore signing
this of wmy own free will.

3_g1_'1 d _

witnussed:

/s/ Spec. AgL, F.B.I. (HMilw.)
Spceial ..gent, F.B,I. St. Paul, linn,
Sprirglicid, . Sept. 9, 1943
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interviewed t his home,
Springfield, Illincis. ring this inter~
is an intellipent person and possessse &

view it wos chserve

heFeh LY 2 .y 1
TCrY 55 ve.8 most anxicus to cooperate in every wny pos-

B \J"— Mm:ryl TV e b ki W
sible. He dimpresscd zgents as being a thoroughly honest and relieble sort o
crscn, and it is believed thnt the information given by him is the truth.

furnishel some very interesij information and it is believed that he
7 make an excellent witness, dviges thot he hes no eriminel

record., The fcllowing sizned statemont wue furnished by-

!prlnglll el! !!! » I

»
Sarnd  1Z  104%
ru. .LU’ - Ew

rive the fcllowing information tc m
and who ere known to me to be Special Agents o @ FeBola

threats cr promises have boen made me tc give this information,

‘ "Since Pec. 1928 I have been o digrer & company man at Fonther Creok
#5. I started at Mine B in 1534 & werked till Mey, 1937 when it clc I
was & neober of P.i.i. when I sterted ut Mine Bo I wns born
L k-
4+ 1ii DV JI’J.-LI.W

& cano to U, S, in Qe & becane & citizen in
U.M.¥. arcund mnnnis & 1 never hove W cffice, Between
1934 & 1937 I think P.M.A. miners got along fine with P.M.A. officlals &
officials of Mine B, I remember that sime time befcre Mine B closed I hod e
¢~1d & I went cut to Mine B & tcld them I wesn't poinpg down to work., Fhile 1
was in the wash-house, DOMINIC FASQUALE, PETE CLKTER, FRANK AUSTIN & u few |
cther men 8ll of whom favored UM N. were alsc in the wash-housc & after the
f.M. .. miners went down when the whistle blew OSCAR FLLCETTI cane intc the
wush-hcuse & I saw hin wink at FRANK AUSTIN & he suid "It ¢idn't work" &
ALUSTIN seid, "we will get them tomcrrow.™ I teolé this loter to the Pul.h. ‘
officials. I deon't reccll of anything happening thot day but I think CARTER

& LUSTIN had been expelled frem PF.MoA. slready. Beotwoen 1934 & 1937 to the
best of my knowledge most of the P.M.l. minors were satisfied with loecal #54

& it wes run by the men & nct by a fow, I was nct cetive but did po to a lot
of the mestings. In regard to the men sent to jail for the bambing I & others
felt that they were reilronded & wore not guilty. P.luhie officinls nade re-
ports a8 to what they @id with the money. Once they hod a 104 assessment but -
otherwise there were nc cutstanding spoclel assossments. Before Mine B elosed
U.k.¥, men never picketod the Mine B, #“ut before liine B closed thore was a
group around ¥ine B who were for U.M.W, end they were SAMMY; ANDY SCHOELEVIOUE:
PLSQUALE; CARTER; AUSTIN; TONY FLOTCH; "COTTON™ ANANIAS; 3 SIRTOUTS; GEO. &
EMORY JACAWAY; BOWLING GREEN & JIM HALE and I heard that these men were try-
ing to get the Mine B closod & were supposed to have seid thet if tho Mine
didn't gc over to U.H.W. it would bo closed and I heard they hr.d gone around
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RE: JOWN L. LEYIS, ET AL

& telked tc men but they never contacted me. I guess about
6 or 7 of the sbove were expellsd from P.M.A, ne I heard
sbout thet. I never heurd cf any poarties ELSHOFF pave for
) U.lWe but I used to see lot cf wiskey bottled In the rear
nf tho of "ice of Mine B & I henrd that ELSHOFF & FLLCEITI did have parties et
Minc B for UM, none. . -~

"In spring of 1937 I reccll thnt the contract ran out & we were told
we wore working pending a settlement & thot it would be retro-active to April
1st & thgt the contrect would be based on the Illinois contract. The P.M.A,
committee of ~nd others tcld us this, I thot things would be as they
always were in regn.rd to the contract. I nover heard any men complaining a-
bout their wures cver this centreect & there were no slow-downs cver it. I
heardé that s-me of the above expelled rmen were not fired & that FILCETTI told
the }'.M.h. Comittece that he would not fire tham. I never heard management
sey & thing about wages,

"I don't recrll if I sttcnded c meeting com 5-11-37 or not. I did
n-t m~w there wns to be ¢ strike when Mine B closed en 5-12-37. That merne
ings there was scme runcr around that there might be some trcuble. If I re-
cell PuMebe wes supposed to sce ELSHOFF ubcout theso expelled nens I lowded
full cnrs but bocause of a fnll the driver took out several short cars. No
cne told ne to load any short nor did I kmew it wns being dene. Around 2130
¢r 2:45 p.n. cur driver tcld us it was quitting tine & we come out, After 1
gzt cn top I heerd the mine wos cn strikce. I heard wated to have the
Company re~instete the contract & they wouldn't so he cillod tho men out. 1
2id not heer it was over those oxpcllcd men. For several week the nine wus
picketed., I never sigmed any petiticn for U.MMW., but I did sign onc for
v M. as there was a rumer thot UKW, wos clainming e lct & petition wus got-
ten up to sec how noy werc for r.MeA. & I signed it at union cffice. of ny own
froe will. I heerd -f a U.H.V, petition being cute 1 reccll of sipning a
F.Muho petiticn in the £211 of 1937 & no cne fcrced ne tc sign it. I heard
of UM, forming ¢ new loerd & I heard they were going frem home to homs but
I never wes npproached. F.l4, held their regulcr meetings ag usual in surmer

of 1937 & I dcn't recell cf cnythine unususl hepponing in summer of 1837. I
heard tho of & fellow named h getting bont up by CHAS. BOHANNON
& cncther fellow. I heard that scme Lino D men &m) worked
at Jeffcrson Minc while Mine B wns clcsed, I thi ear GL FALCETTI
being there. In frll of 1937 I wont to Mine B first day they tried to reopen
& I hesrd fron the cther miners I wculd have to sign up with U.MJW, in order
tc po dewn sc I didn't go down as I would nct sign over to U.Md¥e I had not
attendod any provicus mecting when they decided what to doyv I read cf Mine B
re-cpening in the pepers, I heard a cago or two of men went down.  Both JACA-
YIAYS went devm & I think TONY ILOTCH tco e I saw them myself, The lew was
cut there tco but things were quiet, Next morming the sit down strike sturted
& the pgrcup who went cown first day werc in cffice & sheriff lot them go out.
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RE: JOHN L. LBEVIS, ET AL

INTZHVIE” VITH I went sut for 1st week cf sit down & then went tc Detroit
for o month & thon returned to sit-dcwn for few days & Mar-
continuct ghrll ceme cut & told us to lenve & thore was no trouble,

+ B7w nc outsiders == Just loeal #54 men were on sit-down strike. ¥o one
foreed ru tc ro out, I thct ELSHOFF might get tired of us & sipn e contract.
It wos guict & peaccful. . There were rumcrs that U.M.W, were poing to bring
men in but it never tock place. I heard of re~opening the mine in Dec, 1937
vut did n-t o -ut becausy of the injunction being sorved cn us., I weted at
N.L.E.B. election in Armory. It was by secret ballot & I vcted because I
wented to be with FuMeie & 1o onc forced ne to vete & it wos an honest clec-
ti-n. I think wo went to unicn hall first & theon went over in grecups. Ve

h=2 henrd UL misht have some men out so we went in groups. A meeting wes
hell & !Explained surprsc of electicn & he said to us we con veto the
wiy we wonoo. to & he @12 not osay to me to wvete for 2J.Huhe Aeress from droory
& cn inside | saw o fow U.M.7. men & FRANK AUSTIN ~ms -n inside but I did not
sce them -~ive sut liternture & they ¢id not bother us. I heard agein that thoy,
tricd tr rc-open it in Jun, 1938 as UJLW. & thet wes why I didn't go oute I
honrd thot ELSHOFF would not sign ony cWMel. eontroet & cnother rumcr was ELS-
HOFF got money frem UWi. I wont to work in Yec, 1938 at ranthor Croek Hine.
I 2:n't recsll of retting o letter from iHino B snying for me te come to work,
1 leter went cut to Kine b 4 get ny tools & FLLCEITI asked me if 1 wus com-
ing buck & I tcld him I never would under U.K.ie & he just grinned at nme.

"I mever hed enything mcre to dc with Kine B since then. 4ltho 1
ean resd Bnrlish I have hod Lpent ¢nd this seven (7) pupe stotement to
ne & it is trus & coprect to the bost of my roccllectisn ond I elso reeall that
in Aurust, 1937 I & were walking along

in Sprinrficlc 1. 5 ~r contuining OSCAR FALCE‘” ;
(ph); _(ph) 6#& nncther mnn. OSCAR i
Fa mcrlled both of us :ver to the cnr which wes parked & we asked hinm what !

he was 2oing & he snid they wantel tc see h~w many nen werc going to the UMW
recting & he asked us why we wore nct up there & we told hin we had ho busine
ess up there & he wrnted to take us out tc buy us a drink but wo refused. I
have hed rund to me this edditiomnl informaticn tro & I em signing this of oy
-wn free will,"

" - oyl
!pec;al A{;cn! Fedals,
Spece 4t F.E.I. {Milw, )

Sorinsficld, I1l.
sapt- 13’ 1943'
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY WITH was interviewed at his residence,
Springfield, Il1linocis on the
afternoon o

Special Agents
— -
make & gooe witness duge 10 & p ar s T memory. He
does not express himself very well. He furnished the following signed
statement s

uSpringfield, Ill
September 7, 1943,

Wy name is — I was borm at
ake the folloving statement to and
. who have identified themselves 10 me to be

pecial Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No promises,
threzts, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to have ne
sign this statement.

#T started to werk at Mine B in July 1940. My father was
working there at that time and took me out to work., I had been working
at the Jefferson mine before I went to Mine B. It was a W{ mine, and
I was a member of the UMW when I went to work out there at iine B.

The Jefferson mine was the first mine that I had every worked at.

"ghile I was at Mine B, I did not see any violence or fights
of any kind. I did not hear anything about organizing at Mine Bs I
thought it was already a I mine, and I did not talk to anyone about
switching, and no one talked to me about the unions, I did not see
any organizing on company property. 1 heard about such things going on,
but do not know of it personally. I voted at the election held for mine
B at the Armory in 194). That was a fair election as far as I know.
I never saw any preference or favoritism of the company for one union
over the other. I never saw any violence out there by either union.

"I have read the above statement on this page. It is all*

true and accurate.
(sizre) SN

-
«Bele
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iiITERV 187 "TITH

‘" cooperative. If deemed necassary, he would be a satzsfactory witness
te testify to those matters set out in the following statements

!Sp !o -!, !!!!

L SN - - i £o1loving volmtery state-
ment to H, both of whan have identifiied them-
selves a&s being Special agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigttion.

Fo threats or pramiges Or been made to induce me to make & statement.

g interviewed at

gy Ry

and vpresently re-

I have been & miner off and on
since i I becuame = citizen in

cnd joined the U.M.lje in I hove never held un office in eny
unione I first storted working ut Mine B in about July of 15940 us &
timbermune I worked es a Timbermon vt Peabody #59 fram sbout 1930 until
19404 I had not been getting clomp very well at Pecbody, which wus

& United Mine, ond deoided I would go over to Mine B to get u jobe
FALCETTI had pramised me & job st Mine B in about 1928 or 1929, but

I never 0% the job thens I kmew OSChR FaALCETTI of ocourse, but
didntt know him very well.

"] wus born
side ot

™Ther 1 went out to see FALCETTI sbout & job in 1940, he esked
me whet kind of o job I wanted, und I stid I hud been & timbermon, so
he said he neede. timbermen, becuuse the mine wts in bud shupee FaLCETTI
didn't ask me what union I belonged to &nd didn't say enything ns to
whot union I should joine About the next doy mfver I started work
ot ifinc B, ome of the Committeemen from United esked me whot union I
belonged tos Sines I was u member of the UuM.. ut Peubody in good
standing I told them I was o U,M../« mune I then signed same kind
of ¢ ocrd and they hod my ourd trunsferrod from Peobody over to Mine
Be I worked tt Mine B until Janwry of 1942 and quit at thit time be~

et AqAn‘# 1‘1!.-\ &A wlr wd et T wnt

~

Guluse 1 Whs an o t ghift ond F ¥4 WOTK RIgNTEs + gO%
my old job bock ot ,559 thon bectuse I could work deyse I om still em-
ployed &t #59.

™fhile I wus at Mine B I never hud ony trouble with any of
the men £bout union totivitiese I domn't know umything about uny
trouble +t the Mine = I heurd about men fighting, but I didn't see
any of ite I wns never u member of Progressive, but alwuys got t.long
fine with the member of Progressivess I've alwys been frionds with
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RS: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET aL.

INTERVIET "1 TH everybody und didn't oare what union & mon be=-
langoed to us long &8 he wus & friend of mine.
continued
"I voted in the election of Februcry 1941
while employed at Mine B. This eleotion was at the Armory tnd wos
pesceable ns far cs I know. I do not know cnything ebout the strike
at Mine B in 1837,

9Tpis stotoment of 3 puges hos boen reud %o me _

and it is true to the best of my memory.

miitncsseds

L ]}
Spceinl apents, FeB.l.,

UeSe Dopte of Justioed"
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TNTERVIT “TITH SR v intorvicved by Special Agentd
stated
\ ng that he
‘s vwas presently making h : 3 had not
mentioned instant 1nvast1gat10n to him 37 n t w35 2
bad situation at the mines. JEEEEEEE—. stated that he had always been |
an independent thinker and haw.m?. because he wanted to and

not because of any threats.

I - :ks good English and is above average in intelligence,
althourh Rls 1n!o ation is rather limited. There is set forth below the
signed stntement executed by -:t the time of this interview.

"Sprinsfield, Illincis
Septenber 8, 1943

the following voluntarj statement to
both of whom have identified themselves
Burecu of Investigation. Ko threats

Lo Oe L3 SR

irents in il
or promises have bcen made to me to induce me to make a statement.

"I was born at and
my homz address is ave been in- the United States

Army for the past two yeors. As L recall I started to work at Mine B

in about august, 1940. My father, E is a miner and had
wiorked at Mine B for a long time. 1 <gn working for

and was only making about i 1lars a week and I thought I eou e
more money in the mines. I had never
belonged vo any union beror NN ; ;= "1 do
not rcmember whether I joined o8 soon as I storted to work or whether it
was later.

"I was not throatened in any wey nor did I see any-ne else beaten or
threatened. I joined U.M.Y. because my Dad belonged to that union. I
waorked at lline B until the latter part of September, 1941 st which tine

a ¥ o .

] do not remember who hired me at iine B. I Just went to some
man and t71d him that I wanted a job. He put me to work. as a digger,
No one told me I had to join any union in order to work. I don't know
anything about any union trouble at the mine, I never paid any atiention to

it.

"I have read the above s totzment and declare it to be true and
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL
correct to the best of my bvelief.
5/ S
“itnessed:
Specla Agents, F.B.I.
U. S. Dep't. of Justice."
|
‘12
|
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET al.

INTERVIZY WTITH wag interviewed Special
_ "t e anAa b

. agant ()

Y ‘ DC

N resides at pringf »
: I1linois; was oooperative and appeared wi to « Be ocould be

used &5 & witness, if necegsary, although the informetion furnished
by him is not particularly petinente His statement is as followa:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 8, 1943.

N s had .
- make the following voluntery statement
to 1d , both of whon htive identified
themselves us Special agents ederal Bureeu of Inwestigition.

No threuts or pramises have been mrde to induce me to muke & stete-

mant .
&

MiTiLY

"] was borm wnd onme to the
Ue S. in I becume & Ue e citien 1N I now reside &%
el : .- i e —
AN rrpeTme Joine® TM.W. I sturted ut Mine B O LUFUST U 1920
end prior to thut I hud worked at them
yearss The Old West Mine shut down un ocught I would go 3

B and see if I sould get & jobe I went to see OSCLR FALCETTI, went
tc see him two or three times, t.nd he give me o jobe I hid been out
of work for about two yecrss I had belonged to Progressive when I
wos ot the # I got & job o timberman at Mine B for
two or threc months, und then I started to dig coal.

"{hen I went to iline B I was o membor of Progressive, I went
every month und registered when I wis out of worke

" hen FALCETTI hired me he didn't say cnything sbout any
wnions &fter I hnd worked for about two or three dayse “Scrmy"
came ond nsked me to join U.MJfle I told him I would und I signed
up with U7, I joined decause I thought the majority belonged
to UM, /. I heard that: thers were fights at the Mine but 1 never sow
any tnd no one ever bothered me. _

B1 voted in the KIRB election ot the Stute armory in 1541,
The election wus guiet and there wus no troublo of uny kinde No one
told me how to vote or threctened me in eny w.y. 1 huve never held
an office in cny union.

"I never scw FL.LCETTI at Punther Creek Mine, dbut I 4id
see him at a picnic aboutY NS core ego+ ‘hen he hired me he
R
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RE: JGHN L. I.-E'WIS, ET AL,

did not kmow me, I told him I hed met him 0t &
picnic but he suid it wus too long ago, he oouldn't

-amomPia ™ ..

~ (ocontinued) romembers

INTERVIEY WITH

"] pove raad the above statemant and declare it to be true

end correct %o the best of my memorye

Jitnepsest

Spevial agents, +Bal,,
T. Se Dopte of Justiced”
. - 187 -
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Re: JOEN L. 1EVIS, ET AL

who resides a
~i5, was interviewed a 1

{&
Lo LhoSo TMALWGDS SGet OUt in L tement. He is friendly toward the
government and related how hisfather, many years agoe was frailreoeded™ into
the penitentiary by John L. Lowis. He further related confidentially that
he knew Lewis ond Edmundson and that neither were "worth the powder to
blow then to hell".

Y o xccuted tne following signed staterent:

"Sprinficld, Illinois
September 8, 1943.

"I =m2ke the follovdng voluntary siatement to D
O . both of whom hove identified themsel
as Special Agents in the Fedcral Burenu of Investipztion. No threats or

promises have been made t3 me to induce me to make a statement.

"I was bom on
I have worked in conl mines for vears, and joined the
U.lnwi. in about 1927. I never held any oiiice in any union. I started at
¥ine B in December, 1939 or January 1940 and got a job 2s a digger. I
had been sick before that and hadn't worked for a year ar 8o, '

"] heard that Mine B was hiring men so I went to Oscar Falcetti
and 2sked hinm for a job., I didn't know hin before this. He asked me
what wnion I intended to join and I t51d him I didn't think it was any
of his buincss, that when the time come I would make up my mind. He did
ask me if I was a member in good stending in U.KM.W. and I told him that I
wisn’t. However, he gave me a job. ,

naifter I had been there for about a month I was approached by
both unisns, ezch wanting me to join. The U.M.W. men told me they had a
mrjsrity but I was not throctened or intimidated in any way by either groupe

nifter about six or eight weeks I finally joined U.M.W. The
rcason I joined this union was because I had been a United Mine Worker
befsre, I had no personal likes or dislikes for either group.

"T yorked at Mine B for about six months and during this time I had

consulted a doctor concerning some trouble I had — The
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

doctor t51d me I couldn't work in the minss anymore, 80
I puit Eine B.

TEDVIE WITH

continue

-t no time was I ever cubjected to any violence or abuse of any kind. -

#I know nothing directly concerning the strike in 1937 and

"I hzove read the above statement and declare it
correct to the best of my memory.

Titncscsed:

Spe cml n| rents, FBI

U, S. Dep't. of Justice"
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

wes interviewed at his residance,
Springfield, Illinois, by Bpe-

i"”. iﬁiiw WITE
]
cial Agents nd n

Beptember 7, 1943 .mas born in

He ste=rted working at Mine "B’ in the summer o o :
of union activity et Mine "B". He understands and speaks English well. -
sdvised thet when & young mrn he wes arrested on & disorderly conduct charge

for being drunk, and spent severel deys in jafl.

"Boringfield, Ill.

L ormde 7 TAAR o

Vo ve T g &&=Tw

"1, . 8pringfield, Il1.,
meke the following voluntary stetement to end *

whom I know to be Specizl Agents of the Federsl Burecu of Investigation.
meke it without fear of threst, force or promise of any kind.

I first started
. when 1 first

icn and L neve peen & member of

"1 wes born in
working in coel mines
joined the United Mine workers of America Un
Uwf¥ ever since. 1 have never been e member of nny other union.

yeers before the summer of 1940 I didn't work and
Springfield, I11.,

"For ebout

in the =

nome cannot spell,

: riend of mine, senl

where I wng living on a ferm, thet Mine "5" was hiring a would got & Job.

80 I came up to Springfield and went to work in Mine B". No one ever scid
e o = 4 Bl

anything rbout me working there because I wes UMi. I've been working At &ine
"B" ever since.

"During the time I hnve been employed at Mine "B" I have never eeen
any efforts on the panrt of either UV or Ful., the Progressive Union, to orgen-
jze ct ¥ine "B". Bocok in 1940 I heerd there were some fights, but I never

heve geen any.

*I remember voting in & Notionnl Lebor Relations Board election
in Feb. of 194) when UMd bveat PMh. I was not forced or threatened in any wny
end I believe it was a feir election.

"I have never held an office in eny locnl arourd Springfield, and
I do not false sny interest in union activities and I ettend very few UMA meet-

ings.

‘"I think the UMY is the best orgrnization in the world, 21tho I do
jeve some of the officials are not true to the organization. I would not
work in the mines under eny other union.
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RS: JOBS L. LE'IS, ET &L

ny orgenizdng or

INTEPi’ﬁ?’ I-iii ®*7 o certain I imow nothing of a
w union ectivities at Mine "B", especially from the time -

continued I went to work there until the NLRB election.

"Tnis stetement of two pages has been read to me end jt is true and
correct to the best of my knowledge.

SIGNED - -
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REy JOHN L. LEIIS, ET il.

INTERVIE. “iITH wes interviewed

Agents
stated thet he had been rejecved Uy The ATHmy 4uw
to poor heulth and that since thnt time he hod not been interested

in ony type of work. seemed to be highly resentful of \

this frot and 4t is believed he hcs e rather distorted view

point toworg life in gemerule although ho stuted he had never been
arrestod, _st&t&d he hud been ecoused an seveértl ooctsians
of steuling tools at the minece It is believed he would moke en un=

rcliable witness. There is being set forth below the signed stute-
m:nt exocuted by

"Springfiold, Illinois
Septamber 8, 1943.

"1 moke the following woluntary stitee
ment to urn both of whom huve identified
themsclves Ls bpotitl agents in tho Fuderal Bureau of Investigation.

No thrects or promises have boen made to me Yo induce me to rbke &
stotonent.

"i reside utn Sﬁrinifiold, Illinois end was
born in I hove lived in Bpringe
field neirly ull ol my liles € 1gh school af'ter two yenrs, -
jn rbout nd did odd jobs for u souple of yearse liy fother,

% . wus working ¢t HMine 3 and hud boen there for ebout

years £ -10cr to his rotirement about two yc&rs Lgos

H .

been working at F
ust heforo I we

ine 3 iy fether nsked me

$f I wanted to go to work at Mine B, I would, so I

went out with hime ‘Then I storted to work my frther belonged to U.
Msi. I don't remomber who hired me, but I guess it wus the Bupeorintendcnte
I went o work us & diggers I don't ronemvor just whon I joinod U.Mde
but thot wos the wnion I joinede The ronson that I joinod UdLllle

wos bacuuse I felt thot U.ddis wos in the majoritye I wus movor betten
or threatened in onywoy to get me to join uny wnions The only fights

I was in et the mine wns about same tools I'wns aocuscd of steclinge

- T = "
as I recul

worked there unti

"I voted in the NIRB clection in the Armory, probably in
Februory 1941, but there wus no trouble und no ane told no how to
votee
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RFs JOHN L. LEVIS, ET al.

INTERVIE " "] have read the nbove statenent end it is
true to the best of my memorye I don't know
continued anything nbout the strike or whit ocused it, end

I huve never been ownre of uny union fights. I
wis nover bothered in anywny by either union and didn't hove to Join
cry wnion to get my job at Mine B~

Speciul agents, FeBel.,
U. 8o Vepte of Justice."
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

_ was interviewed by Sﬁcia'l Agents
4

cooperative and indl ngne agsist the
government. Although the information furnished by him is not believed to be

- particularly vital, it is felt that he would be a satisfactory witness to
testify to those matiers set out in the following statement which he furnished:

fSpringfield, 111 _
Sept_ 8, 1943

i make the following voluntary statement o
of whom have identified themselves as
1ng opecs L Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or

promises have been made to incduce me to make a stztement.,

"I was born in
toc the U. 5. in about

I became a U. 5. __ in abou
presently live at 1 started mining in about
:d for Elshoff when he operate

joined the U.iL7. at .
on and off except whenmas shut
ag le a ine in@

E]
CovTle Thav mine closed cdovn about in but I h

I worked at the Jefferson Mine for a ‘ree years and worked there
the time when Elshoff was the receiver for the mine. e were only paid
about 75% of our wages and the 25% was kept by the mine or Elshoff. I saw
Falcetti around there a lot and I guess he was the manager of the mine.

wirter I left the Jefferson & Brewenton mines I worked one winter
or the MEMENNIPWNNNS- e, :fter that I got a job at U or
bout BWMt that place and was out of work until & ”
of 1940 when 1 got a job at Mine B, I have been at kine B since that time.
“hile we ran the Jefferson mine on a cooperative basis there was no union,
but when it was taken over by Elshoff it was progressive. Fhen the mine
wss operated by Brewenton he kept 310 back from each pay check & he was
suprosed to give the men a deed for some land. I think there were five
trustecs elected; ho now works at
Feabody 59; and the ree ne remember. These men
handled 211 the details & I believe lhey were to receive deeds for oll or
mineral rights in return for Brewenton keeping 310 from each pay check.

e
L

[\UR Y

nIn August of 1940 I went to see Falcetti about gelting a ob
at mine B. I had been on the pit committee at mwfom
I w.s also trustee for the U.M.77. Tocal at line B Ior tw0 verms, &

up until the last election.

"I had seen Falcetti severzl times in 1940 before he finally gave
me a job as a digger in August of 1940. Wnen I first got my job Lhere was
no check off and nobody said I haé¢ to join & union. I had always been a

o
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

strong united men, although I did belong to progressive

for a short time. Then I started at Mine B I was

W not a member of any union, but I think I signed up

before I started to work. I believe it was Albanese

or Cotton Ananias who asked me to sign a U.M.W. card so I signed it. I
don't like the idea of two unions in the coal business and I don't believe
I would have joined Erogressive even if they were the only one there. 1
was not forced or threatened in any way to join any union. I never was
involved in any arguments at the mine & never saw any fighting during the
time I've been there.

"7 haven't seen much of Falcetti since I started at Mine B and so
I can't say if he favored any union at the mine.

wgs I recall it now, the Jefferson mine was first run by
and then was operated by Elshoff under receivership, and during the time
Elshoff was there it was 2ro~re551ve. After that, got a loan
from the government and the mine was run by U.M.¥. men.

"I used to be quite

4 fa
union election in about July, I have

we hint edmers the Tnet
ot whddh W W

Sy Wuw Sing Wi

oL
[~ e e *
been attending union meetings.

"After rezding this statement I want to correct it by stating
nov. that Elshoff didn't start operzting RSN :ntil 2bout 1917,
L

"I have read over this statement of 4 pices and wish to state it
is true to the best of ny menory.

_ /e e
/5

itnesses

g
= W

pecicl aAgpents, FDI
S. Dept  of Justice®
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Re: JOHN L, 1EVIS, ET AL.

NTERVIEW WITH vas interviewed Special Agents
R copeaed
cooperative possessed no iniormation o1 value, He

could be used, however, if desirable, to testify to those matters contained
in the following statement, which he furnished.

wSept. 9, 1943
Springfield, Il1,
"I, make the following voluntary statement to
s both of whom have identified themselves
pecial agents ol W ederal Bureau of Investigation, No threats
or promises have been made to induce me to make any statement.

"I was horn m.and presently live at*
AN < v, oTielG, 11l. 65 4 reciil it now I was first employed

MHJ.
mn the early spring of 1940 and guit in the spring of 1942.
I was working at just before I went to work at line B
and wanted to qui ecause 1 masn't making any money at the
I vent out 1o See mishoff quite a few times before I finally
a job. I never knew Elshoff very well, in fac
knevr him i Wl oy -

anmy coal miners union before I worked there.

wis I reeall it now, I worked there about two weeks before I
joined the U.M,.. I believe Boharmon was president of the local and a man
by the name of Wuzr asked me to join, I was not threatened in any
way by anyone to join any union, I was not approached by anyone from
Frogressive to join their union, I figured U.M.W, were in the majority
and joined them because of that fact, and also because I was_asked to Join
progressive., I heard there was a lot of fighting after I first started
but since I was working nights I didn't sce many of those men, After I
worked there for about six months I was given a job as digger.

#Since I was a roofer by trade I decided I would try and zet 8 jJob
at that business., After the fire at liine B in 1942 I decided that was &
good time to quit so I got a job with th

nT voted in the NLRE election in 1941 end as far as I know every-
thing was all right. I do not know anything about the strike in 1937,
Then I first started at !ine B there was nothing said by either Elshoff
or Falcetti as to what union I should join and I never saw any acts of
favoritism by them tossards either union,
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Res JOHN L. 1E.IS, ET AL.

INTERVIE,; LITH n] have read over this statement of 3 pages and
wish to state it is true to the best of my memorye
(Continued)
oy
writnesses
ELALlid s

R AT b
U,S. Dept. of Justice®
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RE: JOHE L. LEWIS, BT AL.

4 n idoes pot speak very good
glish an ate never paid much attention to union

activities; that as far ss he was concerned they should only allow one union
to operate and that union should be the U.M.Ww. It is believed that
would be & poor witness. There is being set forth below the following

signed statement exscuted bY[ NS

*Scptember 9, 1943
Springfield, Illinois

“I,P rosiding & meke the follow-
ing voluntary statement an both of whom
have idcntified themsclves as Spccicl agents in the Federal Bureau of In-

vestigetion., No threats or promises have boen made to induce meo to meke a
statement.

"I was born cnd came to the U.S. in-
I became o U.S. eitizen in sverted coal mining in about-and et

that time I joined U.M.\

"I gtarted at Mipe B in August of 1940, I hed worked at Penbody
63 for many years and I hed to quit thero because of o rupture. I hnd en
operation several times for this and didn't go back to Peabody e

"I worked on w.P.i. for a while and then I thought I could got &
job et Mine B. [ NEERE vo: vorking there but 1 didn't say anything
to B I went to Oscar Falcetti end asked him for e job. I know Faleetti,
but not very well, when I sskcd him for a job as digger ho told me to bring
my tools, He asked me where 1 had worked before, end I told him. Faloettl
didn’t sey anything to mc about joining any union.

"Nobody said anything to me about joining eny union but 1 wanted
to join UM.w. so I did. No one esked me to join, or threatened me in any-
way. 1 hnd elways been a United Kine worker so that ies why I joined again.

__.— hed worked at Mine B for a long time but I don't
think that is why I got the job, Thoy nceded men and hired me. I never saw
any fights at Mine B, or had any trouble of any kind. 1 know nothing about

the strike in 1937,

T heve read the obove stetement and declare it to be true and
correct to the best of my mcmory.

(o) L
Wwitnessed:
—Spmal ugents, Fu.B.I,, UsS. Dept. of Justice. "
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JOHN L., LBVIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY VITH Spring=

field, Illinois, was interviewed et his home,

tember 9, 1943 by Special Agent

tated he did not hawve & oriminel

N records. 2e 8 gilTicult time understanding cnd speaking
Englieh eni vould be & poor government witness as he is & member of

long standing in UM,

_furnished the following statementi

*Springfield, Ill.
Septerber 9, 1943.

I
»
mcke the follouing voluntary s
”:hom I kro: to be Special Agente o
rvcstigetion, no force, threets or pramises have been mede in obtain-

ing this stotenent and I knovw thet whet I may say mey be ueed in e
court of law,

"1 was bhorn in* ermigreted to the
Ue Se in-and became & noturalized citizen of the U, S. 111-

%I becamo & member of the UMV in the U. S. in fiJffffond I bave
been e member of UMY £inco that dete.

ringfield, Ill.,

®] em not nctive in tho union and I have never held office.

S1n 1940 1 woe emploved st the Py Springfisld,
112, Thie mine wes only working s few Wﬁ:‘d thet
iine "BY wes working every doy end for thet reeson I went to Hine
“EY to obtain employment. In the Surmer of 1940 Osocer Faleotti gave
me & job et Linme “B". I wes not asked by Faleetti if I wee & momber
of & union, but I showed him my UM cerd es I was a member of ¥
et the Capitol kine.

®1 aid not see cn ottempt to orgenize enyone et liine “BY
ror did I eoe any fights over union metters. No one contacted me ae
I wes a member of U.l.W.

%] yoted in the N.L.X%.B. slection in Feb. 1541 for UMV,
So for aes I know the elaction wes fair,

"o one stterpted to get me to joln PMA.

®] etopped working at ¥ine “B* in Hey 1943 end returned to

_ as the_ }ine vias working every dey and the

% \ ~ 209 -
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JOHN L. 18IS, ET AL

IWTERVIE: VITH work at the 1ine wasg pot as hard as Mine
®g*, since Yine is_, whereas,

continue Yine "HF* is & nd mine.

*] heve had this gtetement copsisting of two pages read to
me endé it = truwe and correct to the best of my knowledgee

!

Vitnessedi=

Special Agent. FIB.I.
:\E‘Ciul Agen‘t, FIB.I.‘
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Fe: JOHN L.LEWIS, ET AL,

{72 i WITH _ who is still employed at Mine B,
. was interviewed at his home by Special Agent

e ¢ A % Illinois, He was
urable to furrish any informitiorn el value, In n, he does not

wderstard questions clearly and it is not felt that hc would be a
desirable witness. The following signed statement was obtained from him.

ept., 11, 1943

"l the following voluntary state-
mcnt to m;xcml ngents of the Federal
Burezu of irnvestig.tion, No calS or promises have becn made

to induce me to moke any statement,

and came 4o the U, S-

Saite WL e il

"In about august of 1940 I went to sec ¥alcetti about a job
at xire B. I had not worked in a mine for abcut 12 years, but be-
fore that time I had worked in the South «ine for many years., 1
jeired the U M.w, in nd never belonged to any other union
besides the U,ilw,

"T had been on the w,P.A. just before 1 got riy job at iiine B,
I krew both Osecar & Jack Falcetti when they were working at the

— rine about’ vears ago. 1 heard they were hiring men
o 1 went out to Mine B and saw VYscar., He didn't ask me anything

about unions & to0ld me to come to work the next day, I worked there
a day or two when ore of the Urnited men came to me and asked me to
join United, -obody asked me to join the progressive union. I
never saw a.ny i‘lghtmg while I was at iine B and nobudy forced me

to jein United. I do not know anything about the strike at line B

in 1937,

"This statercnt has been read to ne by [ IGEGKRGGNGNGNGN

BN, :nc it is true to the best of my memory.

5/ A
tyitnesses
e 1 A [ SR T WU -
} epcclal agtnib, roi
A ) Vs et of Sustice:

F =
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RE: JOPY 1. 28715, ET Al.
IXTERVIE, T.ITH

£t Rochester, Illinois, wns interviewed by
S Specin] hEents mqtmd
his stery in e celm and collected nmanner an seemed to -

heve & pood reccllection of eyents at the mine during tho time he was em-

plcycd, secns tc be of average intelligence and stated he would be will-

irg to testify as tc the facts related by him. It is bolieved he would be
Subsequent to the time he oxecutcd his statement,

& goced witnese for the govermment,

’stated that
he hed appealed his discharge before a commitiec of union and ccmpany repre-
sentatives, at which tine ho was reinstated. Psta‘ted further that abcut .
ten doys leter Frlcotti rehired him and sont him to & soction in be re~ |
ferred to by the men as "Progressive Row". steted this particular
sectior hed 2irty ccel wher found, end if fournd the drivers couldn't
pick it up. suié further hc was in this secticn with abcut ten men in-
cluding & man and his scn frcm”that nen whe had besen vigorously |
in faver of Progreseive wore sent tc spot, dfter werking about ten
icys in this spot, end after receiving numercus " lccks", stated he
decided to quit kine B.

. There is being sct forth below the fecllowing signed statomeont
sxscuted by

111,
Sept. S, 1943,

"I, nmoke the following veluntery statenont t$
#and beth of whom heve identified themsclves s
hgunts of the Federel Bureau cf Investigoticn., No threats or promises have
been mnde to get me to meke o stoatement,

"I was born i;q and presently reside on
I heve been a member of the Uskiene union c¢ff and on for the

£5 yearse At the present time I em wr:rking;_r

"I had worked ot the Brewerton kine before I went to werk at Mjine
B. I had hecrd that Felcetti wus at the Browerton mine, but he left beforo
I stortod und I never really kmew Falcetti until I wont cut to Mine B, 'I-
left the Brewerton mine in ebout 193
er the brewerton mine closed, dn’
20 eh Work £5 1 wns siCK for sbout 6 months efter it clesed. CRL

"] believc I sterted at lino B in the fall of 1940 cnd left in
cbout Yoy of 1941, I was on WPA when I heard that Eine B was going tc hire
mon. 1 sa at the mine and asked fcr a job driving. *tc»ld
me to woit until Uscar came in so when Oscar ceme in 1 talked to hin about a
job, I am pretty sure I told him sbout nmy being at Brewerten end
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HE: JOHK L. LEGIS, ET 4L.

NTERVIEW UITH ” This informaticn was vclunteered by me

and relcett: nevor asked me ms to what union 1 was going
(cintinuca tc jein., I was given & jcb and told to start the next
day. |

" ithin a dny cr two after I started et the mine I talked about my
unicn stmtus vith Bchannon, Ploteh, Cotton end a few others. They had known
mc for some time incsmuch &s they all worked with me at Brewerton. They
sLid they weuld roinstate me with union local at Mine B and thus T would
seve the #10 initistion fee., I was issued a cord by tho U.l.W. local et

linc B and I was appeointed by Bohannon, Presisitent of the locel, *
I believe this was abcut about 30 days er

kept job until I wes discharged in Lay cf 1941.

STaricd works ity

¥] Jmow thet there were some fights ot the mine, but never actuslly
saw sny cf the fighting., I did sce some men whe had been benten up. I was
quite metive ot the Line in trying to crganize feor the UMW, 1 had gone
around to various employecs and tried to get them to joln the union,

Wifter the election in Feb. of 1941, the company didn't seem to be
living up to their ccmtract as far os the men were ccncerned, that is laying
¢f track, etc. I gct up at & wnion mecting and said the men ghouldn't have
to lay thcir own track. The unicn committecmen were standing for it and the
Prcgrass:.ves were raising the dickens. I said at tho mecting that the U.lM.iw.
hod premised the men better conditions, etc; thet we should try tc help the
Proaressive nen who hed jeined cur union, !suid efter the meeting,
to me thet I would have to de o8 I wes told if I wanted to work at the mine.
Ho hed said in the mestinp that Felectti wanted it that way, so I told him
efter that it wasn't living up to the contract tc work liko that epd I wouldn'
werk unless wo worked eccerding to the contracte.

"I rceignod my unicn cffice at that same moeting, but they told me
tz put it in writing which I dide I turned ir my resignation end at the

next meeting they refused to accept it, so I said I wouldn't go tc eny nope
meetings until & newdvas eppcinted.

" heut o week or sc after I wee told by the company thet I hed set
e "rindy shot"., One morning I went to start werk ond'wes told to roport te
the office and got my line check. Falcetti said I had a bad abot the nite. -
before; .that it had blown off a couple doors end almest killed o man. Falecetti
said the mine examinor hud determined it wos rmy shot, He said he wouldn’t
let mo gc down intc the mine sc I could seo for mysclf that it was my shot,
Faleetti snid I had been talking too much anyway end thet he hed to fire me.

was werking with me at the time ond he is now in Africe with tho
hey never did fire -cmd he told me aftorwerds that he didn't think

army.
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KE: JODBEN L. LE.IS. @7 af.

INTCRVIE., ITH I hed set & windy shot. I haven't worked as a miner since &
thot timo in this district. I did work as & miner in
since thet time howsver,

conlilnue

"1 rfcsl that I was fired by Felcetti on orders of after
sew he eouldn't get moe out of the union. 1 elso feel that the
Uulie.rs men ¥new exectly whe had voted for Pregressive in the election of
1941 ©nd that they decided they would work hardships on these men and thus
get them docked cr fired by the compeny. Instend of letting things go along
smoothly 1 believe the United men were determined tc got rid of all those
whe hod been progressive.

"] have attendcd & lot of the mectings of U.M.W. which meotings
wore called to discuss organizationsl plans during the membership drive be-
fore the electicn in 1941, usuclly tcok chorgo of those moet-

ings and I belieHsag ¢ act as his bedyguard a.ndqma usuelly
the one wh:o would be sent to convert those progressives who were fard to

convince. I kneow thet he wes piven crders to get rough if he had to to get
the men tc join United. T know that I rever threoatoned anyone and scared
then inte jeining United, but I kmew it wzs done. It wes gencrally under-
stced by all of the crgunizers and officers of United that Falcetti end the
company fovoered the ULMLU. unicn.s We used to hold meetings ¢f the organizers
and United cfficicls in one of the small hells in the unizn building. Some-
times they were cn specisl nitcs and other tines they were after the regular
meetings., I know thot Falecetti, Elshofi‘,ﬂﬁoh&mom and scme of the
cthers all used tc hang cut ot o selocn on I1 Ave. near the Linceln Hotel,
but I never atternded any of these pathorings., Then I seid that I saw men
beaten up I meant that I sew both progressive end united men boaten up.

"I heve read cver this ontire stutement of 6 peges end wish to statce

it is truc tc thc bost of my romery.
(s) M

nitncsscss

‘ Special apcnts, FBI, U.S. Dept. of Justice, "
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RE: JOww 1. LEJIS, ET AL

B .2
Ti1inois, Was Intervieved at his home on September 11,

1943 b Special Agents &l

?stated he did not have a criminal record. ould not Make

& good povernment witness as he cannot remember important data and is a loyal
mombir of UM,

- provided the following statement:

#Springfield, Ill.
September 11, 1943

ny,
mzke the foliowingz voluntory statement to
whom T know to be Specizl Agent.of the Federa vestigation., No
force, threats or promises have becn made in obteining this statement and
I knov that mhet I may say mey be uscd in a court of law.

RY am now emiloved at —, dpringfield, I1ll. and have ,

since April 1942.

been enployed at

Y was cmployed ot Mine "B" in either the Summer of 1940 or the

- I —— . . a Y ,_u . & REL
Spring of 1941, ¥ fathch obtained the job for me at Mine
npe, I was unomplqyed - at the timc iy father got me the job. I never worked

in 2 mine prior to the time I went to Mine "B", & few days aftcr I wes em-
ployed at Mine "B" I voluntarily jeined UiV through Gudga Bumgarner. No one
asked we to join, so fer as I romembor Mine "BY wzs a4 UMT minc at the time
I went to work. I did not see any orginizin, for cither 0" or PMA when 1
was cmployed at Mine "B, nor did I sce wny fights over union natter,

"T do not remenb.r votin, in a N L R B slection in Feb. 1941 and
cannot romoub.r if I wos emploved at line ®BY at the time of the election,

"I stoppcd orking at Minc "B" in April 1942 as it wes destroying
5y he=lth in the nine,

"] am at the pressat tins o meuber of the UM union at -

and I think it is ¢ very good union.

"] have rcad this stotcuent consisting of two pages and it is true
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JOHK L. 1E7IS, BT 4L

Ra:

orrect to the best of my knoviledge®

/s/ R

and ¢

Special Azint ¥.B.I.
opeeial aprent, F.B.I."
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RE: JOIN L, 1EJIS, ET AL

Soringfield,

nreavis I

Illinois, was interviewed at
inpis by §

cial Agenis

L and ofi Se tember 3, 1943 is able to
Co sscak and understand English well and would make a fair witness.
B - he did not have & criminal record. T

—urnishcd the following statement:

"T1liopolis, Il1.
Septenber 8, 1943

, Springfield, Ill., make
]

the foliowing LM*
whom I know to be Special Agents of Wf W No
force, threats or promises have bcen made in obtaining this statement and T
know that what I mey say nuy be used in a court of law,

"T was born I am now employed

av the
I hove boen euployed

%I sas emplored at Mine ®B* in the fall of 1J40. Prior to that time
I was cmplored by at $18 -er month. I was employed at Mine "B" in

order to makc more money. My father, deceascd, got mc a job
at Mine "B", helping hinm dig coal. I Jolnod U few days prior to the
time T wont to work at Yinc "BM, 1% father gave me the application card so
that I could join U ' %J. My fathor joined U If 'i about the same time I did.

T do not know whether my fether joined U 1'70 sO that I could get a job at
Mine "B" or not. Union mattecrs wore never discussed botween my father and I.

Y

W hon I vent to work at Mine “B"™ I thousht almost all the riiners were
membersof U 33 T heard tha* some of the miners wer: threatened and bzat be-
causc they did not want to join .U ¥ o7, but I did not sece them throatencd
or bcat.

"I took no “nterest in union activities and I ncver worked in a ming
prior to the fall of 1940.

"I did not votec in the N.L.R.B, clection in Feb, 1341 as I was sick
at the time and it made no diff.orcnc. to me whether I voted or not. My father
died about tvo wecks aftor I went to work at Mine "B", therceforc, he never
furnishcd me any information about the union activity. &fter my father's
death I was employed at the mine after my father's death as a trapper. I
stoppcd working at Mine "B" in the Spring of 1942 as thc conditions in the
mine wire not. good for my health,

AL L W Wb B ha we AN
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RL: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET AL

erwvre YD T i not teke W interest in union activities and
it made no difference to me vhat union I was a
1 only becane a member of T MW because

mermber of.
join U. K7,

continue
' ny father told me

ement consisting of three pages and it is true

nowledge."

o .

2] have read this stat
ang correct to the vest of my k

mittnessed

Special Apont - F.B.I1.
pecial Agent, F.B.I."
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Re: JOHT L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIES WITE m Springfield,
_ Tilinois, was interviewed 8t hig home September 10, 1943,
by Special Agents ﬁdm
S -::tci he did not have e criminal record annot &pe der=-

stanc Inglish very well and would make & very poor witness,

refused to sigzn a statement because he could not read
English. tated he would only sign s statement upon advice of an
attorney which could be provided by UMA. .

~urnished the following information in the form of & state-
ment which he rcfused to sign, although he admitted the information contained

s
therein was corrsct.

"springfield, I1l.
September 10, 1943

"I, , Springfield, Il1,
make the following voluntary sialtement To and_
gz‘:hom I know to be Speciml Agents of the Federal Bureau o

nvcstigation, no force, threats or promises heve boen mado in obtaining
this staotement and I know that what I may say ray be uscd in a court of law,

"I wos born in_ emmigrated to the U, 5. in
-.nd becamc & noturalized citizen of the U. '5'-_

"] became & member of UMY in I11. in B¢t which time I started
mining coel in the U, S. I romained a momber of UMW until 1932 when 1
became o mesber of PMA becoausc rmy local UMW union changed to PMA.

NT ne memen T mvrn 5
"l was enmployed at Panther Cr il obout . y 1938

at which time the mine closed, I obtoined 2 Job at thq
-?Eino in Oct. 1939, which mino did not have a union. 1In Jan. 4
T attompted to return to Panthor Creek Mine #4 in Springficld, Ill., but
I wos not allowed to work as PMA, of which I was & member, would not

accept my dues becausc I workod in a non-union mine during the time Ponther
Creck Coal Xine #4 was closed, I returned to# and
worked until April 1940 whon the mine closed as they no longer had orders

for coal,

"In July 1940 I asked Oscar Falcetti the supt, at Mino ¥B¥ for
& job and 1 was put to work as o timberman, Oscar Falecctti did not osk
me whot union I woe e member of, nor did anyone ask me to join any union.
Lbout thrce days after 1 went to work at inc "B™ I joined UMW through Joo
Alboncse as I wanted to be a merber of a union and PMA provented me from
working at Panther Creck Mine, therofore, 1 did not wish to join PMA,
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, LT 4L

~~ wTPI "] havc never sech anyonc attempting to got enyone %o
ioin cither M% or PMA at Uine "B™, nor have I seen

J
(continued; any fights at Mine "B" ovor union motters,

"] voted in the N.L.R.B. election in Feb, 1941 for UMW, I
thirnk the election was foir and I votod the way I wanted to.

"] pave hod this statoment consisting of threo pages read to me -
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

“iitnessed:=

"Thig st.temcnt was read to* September 10, 1843
at which time he st.ted the contents was true, but rofused to sign the
statement without a lawyer o»f UMW sdvising him. ’statcd no one
told him not to sign o stutcment concerning union matlers at Mine "B".

— Speeial Agent, F.B.I. (signed)
_, Special Azent, F.B.I."(signed)
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JOH L. LEFIS, ET AL

INTERVIE- WITH vag interviewed at his
R - Springfield,
on September Y, 43, by Specia ﬁ ents

was bor
&nc 1s empioyed ot )ine “BY, belng & member
of U, F3 epoake ond understands English well, but is definitely
lacking in mentel ability and would therefore make & poor witness.

lie edvised he has nover been arrested.

The following signed etetement was executed by_

®Soringfield, I11.
Sept. 9, 1943

I, Springfield,
I11., make the oving, voluntery stetoment t and
whom I know to be Speciel Agonts o sderal

urceu ©f Jnvestigetion. I make it vithout fear of threaet, force or
promise of any kind.

“1 ues vor o - <
Liove of 1939 “Bowling green® Ronamnon cene to our house end agked ry

father to0 join the United lline ".orkers of America Union end he could
got e job =t liro "BY. Ly fother told Bohannon he would join if
Bohernon would get mo a job. Bohanmon toléd ry fether and me that if
I would join U he could get me e job et lLine "BM. It was on a
Saturde: that Boharnon telked to us at our horo end the next ionday

I went to line “B* and mgnve mo & job as digcer.
Lothine “as sci@ to me thers about any union. But cfter seeing

I saw Bohommon who told me to sign up with U7, and I did.
1 vice not throetencd in any woy, but I knew I would have to join
UIT to got ry job. Thet was the firet tine I ever joined eny mine
urion and the UM7T is the only union to which I have ever bolonged.

I heve nevoer been an officer in ery union.

“] vorked at line ®B" for almost o year and then quit to got
While I wae working in Line "B* during this
. wae organizing there, but I saw very little of it.

I knew viag orgenizing end I saw a fellow named whoee
last neme I do not know, after he was hit by somec UM men to got him
to join WX, but I do not kno: who hit hin and I did not see enyone
hit him.

a job e
tiae I know

"] yoted in e YNetional Lebor Relations Boecrd Bleetion held
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SVIET WITH in ebout February of 1841, when UMY won.
1 wes not forced & threatened in any way
{continued) and I thought the election wae falr.

- "Four deys ago I started working at Mine “B® egeir and I still
er & merber of UL¥, '

witr father,H had been a member of Frogressive
Tine Tiorkere of Amerfcs but he joined UM to got work at Mine “B"
end so 1 oould pet work there, Iy fether had been working et Mine “B®
when it cloeed down in lay of 1937,

®This etotement of three peges hes been read to me and 1t is
true &nd correct to the best of my knovledgo.

&

“itneses

S‘JCCiﬂl‘Agent, Fs Bels
Snociel agent, FoB.I.™

- 222 -



Re: JOHEM L. LLWIS, ET AL

TUTERVIET WITH — Springfield, Illinois,
_ was interviewed on September 8. 1943, by Special Agents

= 1r o
£S5

~ 2 ' A——— 6 Spes
\ understancs English we r nervous. Ne has advised he has no

criminal record.

The following sizned statement was obtained from—

111,
Scpt. 8, 1943

Soringficld, Tll., make the
following volun

and mwhom
I know to be S-~ecial Agonts of the Foederal Burcau of Investigation., I make

it without fcar of threat, force or promise of any kind.

"I -as bora in I prosently
worl 2t

"I first startsd working in coal mines in Springficld, Ill., when
I was R yeors old. I then joincd the United Kine dorkers of Amaorica
Union., 1 only worked in the mines for about ears when I left to go
to scheol. I did not return to the minecs until about 1936 when I went to
work in ine "B" with my fether, — I aprlied to join the
“rogressive Fine qorkers of America Union at that time and while thsy were
decidiny they found out 1 was over Z1 years of age and could not work there-
forc &s an anprentice under my father, and so they refused me membership in
FI'A. As & result of this I could not work in liine "B" with my father, 1
hed worked at ins "B" for about two months before I had to leave.

"In the Spring of 194C Joe Albanese and some other men whom I
cennot remember, except one was Dominic Fasquale, came to me at my home and
asked me if I wanted to work, I was not working and so I said yes. Jdoe
said if I'd help him organize for U¥% I would get & job in ifine "B" when
therc was room. Joe, and others, seid the Vime "B" would not stay open
unless it would work under UMY, 1 vas told to go sround to all the men
vwho were working at Mine "B" and get them to sign up with UMA. I was told
by Joe to tcll these men that the minc woulc not stey open unless T had
the majority of the vote. 1 was to contsct all men ~hom I kuew, especially
the Italians. ¢ would travel togather, that is I have boen with Joeo
Albanesc, Dominic Pasgquale, Tony Chapolus, vwhosc heme I camnot spell, and
somctimes Fowling Oreen Bohannon.- I saw all of these men organize for oY,
.6 werc able to get rather many of the men to sign Udh. I went to work in
Wine "B" in June or July of 1940. I was told by Joe Albanese and
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Re: JOEN L. LIWIS, ET AL

IVTERVIESR WITHE wling Green and Cudge Bumgerner and others

to keep on trying to organize for UMV at Mine "B".

(continued)

: "I would see r go into the office
of the comrany every morning and talk w either Oscaer Falcetti or Carl
Tishoff. I assumed they were talking about MK organiting progress &t
¥ine "B".

\

1 to anize the following men for UMY while I was working
at Yine "BV ellow named , whose real neame I do not know
*whose nanc I cannot spell, and many more whose nemes I cannot remember.
T tried to orpganize both at the iine "B" and by talking with the men at
their homes, 1 was not able to get to jJoin UMK but later
get him to join TN, -

HT 4
1734

!

"rhile the organizing was going on 1 know many men were beat up. One

morning a bunch of men werc beat up in the wash house, Oneo of the men beat
A —

was one of the men who baat

have been there but I em not sure, Thesc men vould esk if he vas
going to join and when he would not answer they would hi There were
many mincrs sround & I could mot see too well.

mmile the Line "B was operating, I saw the follow men organize
for I\ at iiinc "B": Bowling Green EBchannon,
T, [o-inic Pasqusle, Joc Albanesc, Tony Chapolus, an

and Cudge Bumgarner,

up wes NN ! o0 TOTO° mm— L
up but 1 cannot rcmember who else did the beating. Bowlini Green might

"1 wes never paid to organize for UM, I did it %o get my job
at ¥ine "B". I never hit a man out there while organizing. 1 worked for
about minc months st “ine "E" and thon I got hurt, I filed suit against
the company and then they geve mc a job I couldn't do, Thay wanted me to
go back s digger, so I quit, I have never gone back into the minecs since
that times.

N
4]

o
&

*nile I was working at ¥inc "E™ I noticed that the men who wer
organizing for UM/ and thosc who vould sign for UM would get good rooms
Thoss who verc strong PUA would get bad rooms. 7ihile I was organiting 1
hed & good room.

"I have road this statement of four pages and it is true and
correct to the best of my knowledge.

SRR -ic-:d)
"TITYESS

ST /s/ Speciel Agent, F.B.I.
R S/ Specinl Agent - F.B.I."
. - 224 -
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Re: JCHN L. 1EWIS,. EI AL.

INTERVIEW WITH erviewed by Speclal Agenta
and speaks good

I _ English and appears {riendly and cooperative. If de-
sirable he could be used as a witness, although the information furnished
N by him in the following statement, is not particularly pertinent,

3 : ' nSpringfield, Illinois

September 9, 194{3.
"y make the following voluntary statement to
and q , both of whom have identified them-
selves as Special Agents in the lederal Bureau of Investigation. No
threats or promises have been made to me to induce me to make a
Sta'bemEHt. ’ .

#T was born on and came to the U,S.
in-nd became a U. S, citizen i I reside at_
I , ‘

"I started coal mining in T1linois in .»;d at that time joined

U.M,7. I have mined ever since. Prior to held offices in the
U.V. 7, but not since.

"7 started at Mine B in July, 1940 but I had not worked for over
a year prior to that. “hen I went to Iline B I did not belong to any
union, Prior to going to work there I had seen a friend of mine down-

I e, A ema dhar woawa

town, a fellow Calledﬁ POSE10LY and he told me wney were
hiring at Mine B, T vent out ard saw Oscar Falcetti about a2 job and
he told me I got to work on the night shift,

"I went to work nights as timberman and joined U.M.W. right away,
Two or three men saw me, one was Bohamon, and they asked me to join
U.M. 4. They were nice about it an. didn't threaten me in anyway.
No one from F.M,k. approached ue, I worked nights for about a year and
wasn't around when most of the men were there,

n] voted in the NLRB election in February, 1941, I am still at
Mine B and am now digging coal at that place. .
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Re; JOHN L. IE.IS, ET AL.

RVIEW UL n] have read the above statement and declare it to
be true and correct to the best of my memory.
y (Continued p

o7 njitnessad:

/s/

Special hgent_F.B.le
U.S. Dept. of “Justice."
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Re: JOHW L, LEWIS, ET AL

IXTERVIEW WITH Springfield, Illinocis,

— WAS con!ac!e! !e teger !! !!!!, by Special Agents
A A ¢ .

_tated he was employed at Mine ™B™ sometime in 1940 as
a timbcrman: that he 4id not sce or hear of any organizing for UMK,
stated he would not furnish any information without advice of
S attorneys; that he would furnish any information desired to UMN attorneys,

vho could in turn furnish the information to the F.B.I.

tated he is at the present time employed by Ulﬂi’,-
&s an organiter,
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le:  JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY WITH inois, was interviewad -

nli
N by Special Agents? Qﬁ at which
time it was noted he had a great deal of aifficulty under-

standing the English language. tated his information was limited as
to anything that took place at Mine B. It 4is believed he would make & poor

nitness. There is being set forth below the signed statement exscuted by
at the time of the interview.

Il
Sep » hda 1§43
"1, make the following voluntary statement to
_ and pecial Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation., No threats or promises have been made to induce me to make any state-
ment.
n] was bornm % came_to the U. §. in
- I became a citizen in nov reside at I joined
the U.M.W. in i for about two yoars and then went into the Army. After

8 e

that I wept to Panther Crem.ﬂr t met Falcettl
in about when he was Mine which is no
longer operating. I used T Qulte a DIt 2 me and used to see
him a lot after the minc shut down. I have never woeked in a mine operated
by progressive men. When the state went progressive in 1932 I was in a C.C.C.
Camp and never joined their union. I went for over 8 years without working
in a mine-~I just worked at odd jobs. In the early part of 1940 I went out
to see Falcetti three or four times before he finally gave me a jJobas a
digger, and I'm still working at Mine B. Falcetti didn't ask me if I belonged
to a union. He knew me quite well and knew I had been in the U.M.W. I

believe I had worked there 2 few days when Sammy Albanese came to me and asked
me to sign a U.M.W. card, which I did. I was never asked to join the progressive
union., I heard about a lot of men bteing beaten up, but I never saw any

fighting while I was there. Nobody ever threatened me or beat me up or forced
me to join any union. I attended my last union meeting about a month ago.

nI worked at Panther Creek from about [ JEMNR:~ during thai
time Falcetti did not work for Fanther Creek.

"This statement has been read to me br,v—g it is true

to ths best of my memorye. :

Witnesses

Special Agents, FBI
U. S. Dept. of Justice"
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Bpringfield, ois,

understanding English.

i‘oilowing signed statement:

ed ¢

g

"Soringfield, Ill.,
September 8, 1943,

150 known «» (R

Sprinpgfie I11] ake the following voluntary

) M - ., vhom 1 Jmow to be 8pecial
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No force, threats or promisee
have been made in obtaining this stetement and I know that what I mey say may
be used in a court of law.

*I wes born inm emigrated to the
U. 8. about -and became & citizen of the U, B. & Out-ﬁ—

"] became a member of UM# in - in Springfield, I11, and I have
b o manbar of UMY since that time, :

"] was employed at tqine, Bpringfield, Ill, in
about und worked at thet mine es a member of UMY until the strike at the

mine In sbout 1937.

®] was unemployed fram about 1937 to July 1940 st which time I
obtained a job ae & digger at Mine "B". I went to Mine "B" in July 1940 and
obtained & job from OSCak FALCETTI the mine supt. I wes not asked what union
I was a meamber of, but I showed my UdN union card to someone at the mine. 1

had the Uifv cerd as I wus a member of Ui at the—

"I have never seen enyone organizing for Ui et Mine "B" nor have
1 ever seen any fights et Mine "B" over union matters,

" voted in the N.L.R.B. eleotion in Feb. 1941 for UM¥. I think
it was a fair election end I voted for the union I wished, T

"I am at the present tims employed at Mine "B" es a digger.

"I have had this statement consisting of two pages read to me and
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RE: JOHN L. LEIS, EI AL !

INTERVIEY SITH it is true and correct to the best of my Kmowledge.”

—— /»/ AR,

TITNESSED: -

Special Agent - F.B.I.
pecial Agent, F.B oIe




