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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIEW WITH

» Spring=-

— AdLTLUy 1Ll WA S LILGL VL ORTU By LIl Oo JIVILD W > \rE
& oooperative but it 1s not Te goo

witness inasmuch as he is & habitual drunkerd by hies own admission end had
to be contacted twice before he w s in & condition to talk to the Agents.
has no known orimind) record. He furnished the following

signea stotemsnt.
" Springfield, Ill.
September 16, 1943

fieldl iii“ io voluntarilly give the roliowing statement Uo Sposianl Agents

of the Federal Bureau of Investigetion. No threats or
e e— &
promises of eany kind were made to cause me to meke this statement,

"7 was born in irrpte
inE to Amerioca in - I ¢leim oitiZenshl ou

—who wae naturalizted at —

"I started working in Mine B about' years ago, joining
U.M. K., at that time. I never held an office in any union. I was working
at Mine B when the Union split up end Progressives started. I don't know
the cause of the split and didn't have anything to do with starting PMA.
I joined PMi along with all the other miners. I don't favor any union.

"] don't know what caused the striko at Mine B in 1937

and can't remember whether I w orked there the doy the strike started or
not. .

"I don't reccll signing eny petitions for either PML or

"I don't know how the pioketing started ot Mine B and I
only went over there to get something to eat.

"I recanll voting in one NLRB elootion and remoubor that
1 wvoted for my sympathy the UMIL.

"During the period that Mine B was olosed on strike I
wes on WFPi for 13 months., I got & letter from Mr. ELSHOFF to coms baeck

to work and when I went back I didn't pay dues to either union, but later
I jolned UM,
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RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETaL

INTERVIE/ "I was never threstened or beat at Mine B after I went
back to work and I never saw or heard of any of the
CONTINUED men getting beat up.

%] have read tha above statement consisting of 13 pages

and ths sume is true and correct.
/+/

Specizl agents, F.B.I.
Springfield, Il1l1."
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he: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL.
ringfield, Tilincis
was interviewed at his home by Special Agenis and

He is = (D 2turalized citizen of the United States and speaks
English well but it is not believed he would make 2 good witness due to his lack
of knowledge of the occurrences at line ¥B" incident to this case, inasmuch as
Le was not present at the mine during the controversial period.

He was cooperative and submitted the following signed statement:

"Springfield, Tll.
September 9, 1943

ke the following voluntary
who are Special Agents of
No threats or promises have been made to

statement
the Federal Bureau o vestigation.
get me to make a statement.

"I was born in I came to U.S.
_Decame a naturalizea citizen of U. S.

"I pegan working at Old North Mine near Springfield, Ill. in -ane
joined U.M.W. in - I have never held an office in any union.

wAs far as I know, relations were good at Mine 'Bf prior to the
formation of P.X.A. It was my understanding that LEVIS had bargained for a lowes
wage scale and the miners voted for an increase and then the ballots were stole...
This caused the men to form a new union cslled P.M.A. Mine 'B' was idle at thar
tire and Yr. EISHOFF signed an agreement with P.M.4. so he could open the mine.
I had joined P.¥.A, because the majority of the men changed over fram U.Y.Ww. to
P.K.A., and I could go back to work,

1] know of no strikes or closed doors or amy attempts by ELCHOFF or
the Kine officials to discredit P.L.A. or show any partiality toward U.i.W.

"I thought the officers of P.X.A. were honest and did a good job.
I had no difficulty while I was a member of P.X.A. while I worked at Mine 'B'.
No one attempted to get me to join U.M.W. at that time and I did not know aof

any spies at kine 'B'. i
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EE: .JOHN L. LE.IS, ETAL.

I have not returned to Mipe 'B' since 1 gquit in
lost all my tools at Xine 'B' because I never weni back for then.

"1 am now working at “m Seringfield but do
not belonz to any union. I have no preierence for any union, and if I had

my own free will and choice I would not choose any union.

"I have had this 2 page statement read to me by—

and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
(signed) NN

Special Agent, F.B.I.
Specisl Agent, F.E.I.M
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Re: JOHK L. LEWIS, ET AL

T.Jzou— wITH —
h Was interviewed at his home b

rative but it is not *hn e wou

ie.% L ne

of is inability'to speak English and lac
facts in the Mine B situation.
He furnished the following signed statement:
"Springfield, Ill.
September, 1%, 1943

make a g wiiness because
k

of knowledge of pertinent
s no criminal record.

WO
8

thriats or promises of any kind have been made to cause me to
make this statement.

"I was born in emigrating to Ameriea in
I vas naturalized in started working in the mines as
soon as I came to Americs joining the UMWA at that time. I have never
held an office in any union. I now work at

"I started at Mine B in longing to UMAA at that time., I
was satisficd with UMWA at that time. In 1532 the miners revolted
against John L. louis and started the PEA. I joined the P-A and liked
it better than UMWA. because you couldn't vote under John L. lewis.

nl don’t know what caused the strike at Mine B in 1937. I just
worked and ninded my ovn business. I never attended any meetings because
I don't understand English very well.

"I took part in the picketing and sit down strike out at Mine B
and was there off an_ on all the time it was poing on.

"% yotad in the lst NLRB election which the Progressiveswon.
"During the time that Minc B was closcd down by strike I didn't
WO rk »

®In 1939 I got » letter from Mr. Elshoff to go back to work. I
vant back to ¥ing B and did company work. I siill beslonged to PiA at
thot time. I hurt my log and asked Oscar Falcetti to give me a room.

After I got 2 room and w=s digging cozl a Big Fgllow who was UMYA came
nto my room and wante rl me Lo f‘:ﬂ(\ 1 TTM!'M 'Rn'!""nn, h’l!+ I *Djd h'hn no 'lnd

J-J.l LA I.MJ 4 WAL Tliba

threw it away. Shortly after that I couldn't bruathe and I found out
that somcons had shut of f my zir. Ilater I saw two or threc men be-t
up in the wash house. I'm not good on names and can't tell the names
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Re: JOHKN L. LEVWIS, ET AL

of these men or the ones who beat them up, except
that "Bowling Creen" was one of the men who beat up
on one PMA miner.

continued

“Men I finally joined UMYA there were only about 10 PMA men
left at Mine B and I was afraid of getting beat up. I didn't join UMWA
by choice but because I was scared being an old man.

nI yoted in the 2nd NLRB election and again I voted for PMA

again. I wouldn't ever vote for UliA. I could have a free and
voluntary choice of unions I would choose Frogressives.

"I have had the above 2 1/4 pages of voluntary stat s made
by me read to me, in the presence of my daughter, by;‘hent The

same is true and correct.
(stgnce) Y

THtnessed:

Speclal Agen .8.1.
Springfield, I11."“
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INTERVIEY TITH

Springfield, Iliinois, was interviewe

opened in 1539 and wes in 2 position to have & good
but he had a very poor mcmory and was umeble to rocall many pertinent {
For this reason it is not believed that he would make & good witness.
denied having any criminal record, He furnished the following signed
ment : ’

"Springfield, Ili,
September 10, 1543,

"I, do make the
. an S

followinc volu-tary statement to Speciai Agenis W a‘nﬁF
of the Federal Bureau of Investipgation. hreets or
Om1SE€s O

any kind have bYoen made to cause me to make this statomont.

" was born oY : - prcsontly employed

out at I first started working 4in
the mines &ro » abou joining United Mine Workers
of America at that timo., 1 started working et Mine B about ﬁcontinuing
my UM membership. Between and 1932 UMAA and the Mine B Officials got

along al 'x‘iE nt,

"John L. Lewis was thc cause of the split in 1932, He went against
our vote and made us take & reduction in woges. I wes 2 delegate to the
convention at Gillespie in Septomber 1532 when we decided to form the Progres-
sive ¥inc Wworkers of I ncver held any of is union until
After

ormation o oin, 88 a body with all the other men at Mine B,
At first the PMA got nlong finc with the Mine B officiala, but about a year
before the strike Oscar Falcetti came to me on two scparate occassions and

asked me if I didn't think the PMA was slipping. I just walE d away,

"In the Spring of 1937 our contract ron out on March 31, and a
temporary agrecement was signed., Therc was en argumont between PMA apd Elshoff
as %o whether this contract contained a retroactive clause, There were a
nuber of men at Yine B who made an issue out of this, and wanted to form &
new UMRA loecal, Thesc men 85 1 can recall were:; Joe Albanesc, Andrew
Schrolevious, Dominic Pasquale, Pets Corter, Frank Austin, Tony Floteh,

Jdohn {Cotton) Ansnias, John Sirtout, George & Emory Jacaway, Charlss Bohamsonm,
Jamcs Folc, and Cudge Baumgarner, The FIA then held trials for thesoc men

and suspended some an expelled others, There were at least two moetings where
these men woere tried. I ottended these meetings and recall that we

suspendcd the men by a rising vote. I rocall that written charges werc made
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Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

] bTER to our Trizal Board, who made a rocommendation
to tho local and we voted as stated above, Some
continuc of the organiters refuscd to come to the meetings

- unless they were suspended or expelled. There wos -
2 rumor that each ome of these orzanizers got $2,000,00 apiece for they ’
work, The Co, wns notified that the suspended men were no longer mombor,
and asked to dismiss the expelled members. This the Co, refused to do,

"The mon were dissetisfied becausc the Co, wouldn't fire the expelled
members, and because of the back pay situation s on the day of the strike
ey 12, 1937 lots of the men loadcd short cars of coal., I was down in the
minc digeing and the first I kncw of the strike was when we werc called out
on top about 2 p m by the FiA Board Mcmber. No orders were given to load
cozl short, the men just did that by themsclves,

"1 recall going to the Board Members Office about two wecks after the
strike ond signing a slip showing that I wanted PMA os ry bargaining agent.

"1 don't rcecall when the picketing or set down strike startod but
I participated in both for most of the time that They went on, I was at
the mine when we were put off by the injunction, I didn't like it and
figured that we were whipped then.

"Soon after the set down strike I voted in the NLRB clection which
the Progressives won 404-£5. This election wos fair and square, I recall
& pamplet being passed out but don't recall what it szid or who passed it out.

"I have no knowledge of anyone trying to reopcn the mine either
before or after the NLRB elcction,

"During the period woc were out on strike I worked on WPA and was
working there when I got a letter to come back to Mine B, The letter gays us
10 days to gc back to work or lese our jobs, ’

"fihen I ¥ine B in 1939 I still retained my PMA membership
At the time I was elected
elicve ebou ue About August 1940

}
I
|
Charles Bohannon came to my homu at and asked me to joim {*
MA, When I wouldn't he eaid that f if I didn't )
he said] . &
8 when o
All of thls ocourrod after I was fired in June of 1940 ERN
s Vihat do you mean by sitting by that sceb son-of-a
o an outside check woighman who had been brought in by UMAA.

\
L

4
!

my house was bombed,
for asking
bitch referring

"I never witnesscd any violence or beatings out ot Yins B as most
of it occurrod after I was firecd,
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Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

"I rcmember voting in the second NLRB eleotion but
my vote was contested because I was on WPA again,

"I recall that early in 1937 came to
G OP7inzfiecld, 111, and began to Inlk against PMA.
s a rogular UMGA organizer and not working at Mine B at the time.
said thot UMA wos going to toke ¥ine B over and already had a lot of
the men siened up. He promiscd me the job of check weighman if I'd go along
with UMNA, I asked him how he could promise me that when the men have to

vote on it and he seid if you don't believe me If1l take you to ioi Edmundson

wh~ will sce to it that you get it. Shortly afteor that I mst again on
the strect downtown and he asked me if I'd made up my mind yet. old him
ns. This was 2ll before the strike in May of 1837,

"If I had a free and voluntary choice of unions I would choose
Progressives,

"I have read the above statement consisting of five peges. The sume
if true and correct and I do hereby sign my name,

N <+

sizned) Special Agent - F,B.I.
(signed) Spocial Agent - F,B.I."
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R JOHN L. LEIS, BT AL.
INTTRYIE: 1 ITH

9 I11inoi1s, was join intervieved at N sidence on
| ember 13, 1943 by Special Luentsm
and ﬁls presently employed at ine B, He -

operative and viilingly ansvered all questions asked, He is alert but was

unable to express himself vell, He stated he vas forced to Join the IF to
keep his job. He executed the folloving statement, .

"Springfield, Illinois
September 13, 1943

! nake the following voluntary statement to

an vhom I knov to be Special Agents

0of the Tederal Bureau ol Investipation, U.S. Department of Justice.
"I vwas bom in entered the thited

States in- naturallzed a ringileld, Illinecis in live

at , Spriugfield, T11., and I an presen employed
as .

a Tger a

#The first union I ever joined vas the United Iiine Torkers of
trerica thichi vill be referred to hereinafter as the M. I joined
this union in

wI vorked at tvo mines, both at Springfield, 11l1., before I
started vorking in ¥ine B in -as a nember of the .

T have never held an office in any unien,
s LThwe = T i.-...-.m- P I T
TASD 1ar af 1 KINOY Ivlduliliid

satisfactory before 1932.

"1 joined the Progressive line Yorkers of America, vhich vill
be referred to hereinafter as the PA, voluntarily in September, 1932
when the organized at !line B, I took no active part in the formation
©f this union, but vanted to join because I thought it vould be a better
union to vork umder than the UM,

that Tl shoff favored the e over the PiA,. 1

waaia - WA S WA AR«

I'|T+ was nv idse
V *\‘U

cannot sa_.r vhat it vas, but everyone felt that there vas s
secret betveen the WF and Elshoff to try to pget rid of the RMA at

M¥ine B.

1] liked the PHA and I think everyone vas satisfied with that
union and its' leaders,
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Re: JOHN L, LE IS, ET AL.

INTERVIW ' ITH T knov the following men: Andrev Schrelevious,
Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch,
(Continued) John Cotton, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacavay,

James Hale and Bovlinggreen, Prior to May , 1937 1 did not
knov 1f the above nentioned men vere W. organizers at Mine B.

"] retumed to léine B on November, 1939 as é BPliA member, Sometime

after T had retum 1vork Andrev Schrelevious came to my house which at
that time vas Springfield, I11, and asked me to join
wE., I told hin I vo not. He said if I dad not, I vould lose my job at

the mine. A veek later, Ton;” Plotch and John Cotton came to ry house on
___'Hmd Plotch said if I did not join the f it would be very
bad Ior ric. imev that he meant I vould be beaten up or something like
that vould happen to me if I dad not join. That same night Tony Plotch gave

rne a menbership card and I signed up vith the T because I vas ai‘raid__rhat
might happen to me if I did not sign up vith the UM,

"] did not aitend the PHA meeting on =y 11, 1937, but I kner
there vas going to be a meeting from talking vith the other miners. I
heard the next day by *ord of mouth from the other miners that some miners
inciuded in the list of names set out in this statencnt wers expelled
from the P4 at that nmeeting.

nThe only thing I know about the waye scale trouble in the Spring
of 1937 was that Elshoff did not recornize the retroactive clause in the contract
rhich meant I vas supposed to get back pay, dating back to April 1, 1937. I
never got this back pay.

"The day of the strike, in llay, 1937, I vas digging coal in Box
the South scction of the mine. On this day I loaded my coal cars short because
the PMA Pit Comnmittee teld nie to, I understand that trouble had started on
that morning vith Elshoff because he vould not discharge the miners vwho had

been throtn out of the PuA.

"] vent out to the mine to help picket about about three months in
the PUA picket line after the strike started.

Y alvays vanted to kecp on vorking under the PHA. I never vanted
to go back again under the (11.. I vas forced to retum to the WM Wy Ploteh

and John Cotton or losc my Jjob.
#] do not renember signing any petitions in the swmer of 1937,
#In September, 1937 I vent out to the mine vhen the mine tried

to open. The PLA leaders told us ve vould not be able to go dom into the
mine to vork that day because ve vere Progressives and becausc the 'tine B
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Re: JOHN L. LE IS,

Opeéraitors v

could 1 ork.

[ no
rine opened-up in 193

nT voted in the first N.L.R3B. clection., It vas & fair election.

At the time of the second I.L.R.B. election everyone 1 talked to
kny the T had a majority and the M$ fined us if we did not vote. The PMA
nan also vere fined if they did not vote.

. R

ns
-

The men vho still vanted to rork
- N S T T ] Toad mrde oo oy omame B memn ] A a S lem AR
unuer Wi pPidhy DUl VLU VeIV l0IURA VO UL Ul
*ork and that's wiy so nany voted for the United liine ’ orkers,

armany dd mad Al ok mard P
p G2 VADTCQ 0L UELIE OUv OL

can speak the English language and so can my vife, but ve can

not read Fnglish, This statenent consisting of three and onc helf pages
in the prescnce of

Tas rzad to me by
truc and corrget.,

" itnesscd;

/s/

special sooent,

F.B.TI.

I!pecial lgent Fu.B.TI.M

and it is

—
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RE: JOBN L.LB<IS, ET AL
Springfield,
Wwas in home by Specisl Agents &

o Illinois, was inierviewed &t nis ¥
m
of age end is a natura!:l.l ze! o!!! zen o! Wlth

heritage. It is not believed he will make m good witness due to
of pertinent details of the facts incident to this case.

—hhs no known eriminal record except his admission of
arrests for drunkenness. ,

®8pringfield, Ill.
Beptember 9, 1943,

o smet—— S —

"1, nkc the following voluntary
statement to and who are Bpocicl Agents
of the Federzl Burccu of Investigation. No threats or promises of any kind

have becn made to get me to make £ statement and I do so knowing it may be

used in a ecourt of low,

MBS dds b wuLilaa ¥ Ay ¥

" was borr , 1 ceme to U.S. in-and
became & natureclized citizen o eSe 1N

"I began working at Mine ®B" in d have worked there practically
ever since except when the mine wans shut down., 1 joined U.M.%., when I be-
gan working in Eine "B", I lknow of no difficulty betwsen U.M.U. end Mine “B™
officials while I worked there.

"In 1932 P.M.L. was formed and obtcined e controct at Kine ¥B%, I
joined P.E.4. then because I wanted to work et Mine "B". I didn't notiee
any difference in tho wey P.M.i. or U.M.u. got along with the Mine "BY
officials until the trouble in 1937.

"] remember I was driving entry on kay 12, 1937 and I was called out
shortly before quitting time along with all the other men. 1 wont to the
wash house and changed clothes and ceme home.

®*] think one eof the men told me there was no work the noxt day sc I
did not go beck to work. I wont out to the Mine the next day to get 56 I
had left in a pocket of my clothes in the wash house.s I had to go through =
a picket line to get it and when I got it I did not go back to the mine for

i .
T

cut § yoa

&

®Before the shutdown I 4id not see eny lebor spios and I don't Jnow
why the strike wos called. I den't 1liko trouble so I didn't go back unti)

-
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RE: JOBEN L. 1®4IS, ET AL

INTERVIE. ".ITH efter it was settled. I did not picket the mine at
anytimo and don't believe in picketing,

cor.uinue
®T voted in the Government hold election at the Arsenal

cround Dec. 1937, P.il.4. won the olection by & large mejority.

"I went boack to work at Mine "B" in Dec, 1942 and worked until
Junc 1943. I joined U.M.%.. when I wont back to work. I never saw anyone
get best up while I worked at liino "B". ‘

"I did odd jobs during the 5 yrs. I was not ot linc "B" and the
reason I did not go back until last year is— and I
wes undecided what teo do. :

"I think that Ul is & better Uniom than P.M.4. but I would
Jjoin whichever one wes working at the mine.

"I am now wcrking at_ having sterted three days agc.
"I heve had this thrce page statement roed to me by_

and it is true end correct tc the best of my knowledge.

)
witnessed:s
8peceial Agent, F.B.I.
Specianl Agent, F.B.I. .
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_Re: JOTXR L. LEWIS, ET AL
O~

TATMETIITT Y BUTT MY mLi. Y JE—— ol o e e I
a

NTERVIES WITH The following investlg g condu
L A

: inois, on September 14, 19491
At the Springfield Field Diviaion. sgents interviewed [N

o 1ives Y
Springfield, Illinois, e advised he has never been arreate .

J
pring

cted
at S

readily understood the questions msked him and gave intelligent
replies indicating that he is not illiterate, sand it is folt that he would

meke a8 fair witness if his testimony were necessary.
Agents obtained from -the following signod statement:

"Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 14, 1943

"1 —Sﬁrinﬁfieldi 111, give
the following informution to and who are
known to mc to be Special Apents o! !Ee F.B.I. Yo Mmises have
been made me and I give this information of my owm froc will,

. "1 am pow working as o digger at Panther Creek #5 I will have
been there I worked at Mine "B" about § years up
to thc strike » r wont back there after that time, I was bora
I came to the U. S, in and became o citizon
or I first joined 4 union in
1 htve never been o union officer, T

n g
_t_his vas UM%,

*Prom the time I went to work at Mine B up until 1932 therc was
no trouble between Elshoff and the U,M,7. union. Jhen they had the union
aplit I liked thc Progressives and went along to that Union with the rest
at Mine "B", I did no organiting for them. FProm 1932 until the strike
Zlshoff got along fime with F.M.A, thcre was no trouble of any kind. I
never heerd Elshoff or Falsetti say Thoy had any preforance for U.M.W. over
P.M.A. I was always satisficd with the P,M.A, local Therc was po trouble
therc at all. I attended o fow PJM.A. moetings at that time. At every
meeting they told us how much money had been spent and how much taken in,
I never felt any moncy was being stolen from tho union., It was my opinion
that the P,X.A. men scnt to prison for bombings had been froamed up. I dont
¥mow who did it., From 1932 uptil the minc olosed I never saw any U,M.%. men
picket Ninc "B" or givs out any literature there. I did not know of ony
group in thc P.M.4, thot was U.M.W, though belonging to P.M.A. I nevor heard
of ony parties givon by Elshoff for U,M.7. officials or they for him.

"] remember whon the contract ran out in 1937 we kept on working
under 8 temporary agreement, I may have only hoard this through the other
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vTIRVITT WITH miners or through the P.M,A, officers, No onc was mad
over this and we all thought that P.M,A, would get o
contract, I did not go to and dont remember any meeting
the night before the mine closed down. I worked the last

continucd)

day the minc oporated and went home that night, tho noxt day I went to go
ts work ond some of the men met me on the road ond told me the mino was not
goinz to operstc. 1 did not know there had boen any trouble until thon.

I hcard thot the strike was callod becouse someone over in the Mine office
genid if wc did not go over to U.M.W. the mine was not going to opernte. On
the 1lcet day the minc worked I hosrd something about cars bolng loaded

short, but nobody said anything to me and I did not load any cars that way.
I was working in Box‘. at that time. Aftcr the mine closed I helped
picket the minc a couple of days, I signed a petition on the road by tho
minc, no one mode me sign and it wos just to show I was for the P M,A. 1

I heard the U.M.W. had 2 petition but 1 dont know anything elsec about it. I
als> heard vbout the U.LM,¥. forming & new focal, I heard this from tho men
and zlsoc from thc papers. WNo one contacted me To join this union. I know
of no other troubles happening this surmer 1937,

"] romember the sit-down strike ot iine "B"™, I went out to it for
abtout 3 weeks cnd then got sick. 1 was not thero the first day tho s trike
storted. I went out because the other men men did no onc told me to go.
There w2s no troublo, we werc thore to protcet our Job and geurd the
property., Therc werc no outesiders brought in, just local 54 men. I was not
theroe when tho U, S, Marshall camc and chased the men out.

".fter the sit-dovm strike I only went to minc "B" once that was
to get e slip showing my cxponscs while working thcre, this was Tor income
tox purposcs. .

"I voted at the first N.L.R.B. election, I voted the way I wanted
and n-. onc told me how to vote, I votcd P.M,A, I saw some U.M,7. men there
but they did not bother me or Zive me anything, I guoss they just wont there
to vote., 1 went direct to thc Armory from my home,

"1 dont know why Elshoff would not sign a contract with P.X.4i, after
they won the clection, 1T hecard something obout somc mine B men and Falaetti
being over at the Jefferson Mine but 1 dont know anything about it.

" hen the mine rcopenod in Sopt. 1939, I got o lettor telling me
to come back, I was working at Taylor ine #12 and did not go back as 1 did
not like the wzy thinzs were thorc. I oo still o mermber of FP.M.A, T did
not votc in the 2nd K,L.R.B., clection,
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

= VITH "I heve had Agent cad to me this statement,
written on this pagc ond four others so far es I cen
rceell it is oll true and correct and is as I have told

it to tho F.B,I. agents. I am signing this of my own

will as it is all true.
*s1620: _ _ R siroed)_ _
O -
cral agent, F.B.I.

St a 4 .

continucd

™ itnesscs:

(signed)
Spccial Azent F.B.I. (Milw.)
Springfield, I1l,

Sept. 14, 1943"



Re: JOHN L. TFWLS, ET AL ‘? » .

d /#\ L r T
X \& ’ 5.

INTERVIEY WIT J1linois,
_ wa viewed by Special Agents
and ﬁon September 12, . As he noted

in his statement he ha about the Federal agents making instant

investication but he said he wanted to tell his story anyway and he

R A= 48T LELE-D 4 S g mmaslie 22T

appeaed very cooperative. He really is not illit,erate but has difficulty
in understanding and answering some questions. However, it is felt he
vould make a fair witness if his testimony is needed.

The following is the unsigned statement obtained from —

-3
Sept. 12, 1943.
ny give the following information tm
wno are known to me to be Special Agents o €
«B. 1. omises or threats have been made me to give this statement.

"] was born % I came
in U.S. in & became a citizen Qlvears ago. I first joined U.M.W. in
qln I11. & I nzver have held any union office. I started at Mine B
336 as dlggor & extra driver and I was mem er of P.X.A. before then.
Till Minc B closed P.H.A. was good union & they were same as all others as
they give you nothing & you have to work for everything. Tharc was no
troublc there before Mipz B closed. There werc some men there before Mine B
closcd who wanted to form new U.M.W. local but I kept on working. We were
sztisfied befors mine closed with P.N.A. local #54. T go once in awhile
to mectings as I lived so far from Springfield, I11., P,¥.A. charged Just
about  same dues as other & U.M.W. there now charges more. There was
Just check-eff & no spcc:Lal asscssments. I was pleased with P.M.A. officlals
& I nzver nosed around much but Committce protected our rights then O.K.
Bzfore Minec B closed U.L.W. never picketed us but there wero some men who
favorcd U.K.W. & I never got any literature from them. I never heard of any
perties given by Elshoff or Falcetti for U.K.W. Before Mine B closzd we
worked without a contract & Falcetti told us at Mine B with the Committee
at the timber pile he told us that we should go to work & that they would
fix up the contract & we would get back pay if contract was fixed that
%ay. Some of the men didn’t like working without a contract & it was about
ime contract ran out. About 100 men stayed in washhouse “then but
old us to go to work & next day all vent to work again. I
belisved what Faleetti said thenm to us & kept on working. Falcetti said
that the company would stand good on the con‘ract. After this we all went
to work & no trouble started over the pay. A fow were saying we would not
get a contract but I heard it but didn't belicve them as I felt company would
keep their word. I don't remenbsr if F.M.A. had a meting or not before
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Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL

NTERVIEYW WITH  Mine B closed. I did not know there was to be a strike
on day mine closed in spring of 1937 &
I workcd till just beforc quitting time that day. "I
did not load any short cars that day & no one szid a thing
to me about it. When I came out on top some men said in wash house
mine was on strike & I wont home. I loaded 5 or 6 cars that day. The
m.n sz2id we would not work $1ll they got an agreement. I did not heer then
about any men getting expelied from P.M.A. For z week or so we picketed
Kine B on Jacksonville Road so no U.X.W, men could get it. I never signed
any Petition for P.M.A. or U.K.W, in summcr of 1937, I heard that a
fov Mine B men worked at Jofferson Mine. One was Tony, an unclé of Tony
Plotch., I was at sit down strike every day but two days so I stayed
there & watched that no onc would damage the property. No oncforced us to
go but while there the F.iM.A. men told us to stay there but it was Aall
quiet & p2aceful. About 10 men were supposad to go to work on _ first
duy but I don't know if they went dom or not. No outsiders were brot
in, Just the loenl mon. We had visitors there too. I was there when
harshall came & he told us to leave & we all went home & no trouble was
therc. He s1id no one else would come in & work & we were all glad to go
home then. I never went back t> Mine B until it re-opened for good. I
never heard if they tried to reopen it later or not after __ sit-down strike
& bzfore Mine B re-opened for good I was in a saloon in suburm, I11. &
Frank Austin & Bowling Green czmc to me & asked me when I was going to join
up witr U, M.V, & they said all wore poing over to U.M.W. & I told them I
would sign over when the rcst did. They did not threaten me at all &
n> one bothercé me later on. I voted at N.L.R.B. election in Armory in
Springfield, I1l. & I voted P.M.A. both times. No one forced me to vote
& it was a secrat ballot. It was an honest election, T went to union
F.M.A. hall first & went over to Armory in groups, of 25 or 50 at a
time. I don't know why Elshoff did not sirn a contract with P.M.A. I got
a letter from Elshoff telling me t0 return to work in __ fell of 1939
& I think I had to go back in 10 days. I went out & returned to work same
dazy in box@p & it is now shut dovn, I paid dues to P.lLA. myself as
thore was no check-off. Some men talked to me at Mine B of going over
to U.¥.W. but I never was threatened or beaten up. I heard some were
bezten up & threatened. I think I joined over to U.M.Y. after __ secomd
N.L.R.B. election. They knew I was P.i{.A. when Kine B reopensd. I nover }
J

cont inue a

signed any cards for ULIS7. or P.¥.A. in summer of 1940. The sther da
at Wine B Tony Plotch & several Committee men asked a bunch of us who

had been scen by Federal men & some put up their hands. Some man who I
don’t know vas with then & he was fat & hzd gray hair & he s2id to us

that the Federal men had no business to talk to us but I still want to talk
t5 you men as I have nothing to be afraid of. . Second N.L.R.B. elsction
was jJust same as before. I think U.X., men won because they got more men
there. I didn't see new men at uine B as I was at first cage & did not see
all ___ men there. There was some falls in the nine but it wasn't =0 bad
when Nine B re-opened. I never heard about a fire at Mine B in 1939, 1

- 65 =



ok

C O

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

I think, attend a mecting when -as kicked

INTERVIE; WITH did,
out but I don't recall much about it.
¢continue
-read this five (5) page statemend

nI have had agent
correct & I have given this information becausc I want
r as I know. If I don't have to sign it I won't but

t but I want to tell whole truth.

th me & it is truc &
too & it is true s fa
It is true and all correc

Titnesses:t

pecizl Agent, F.B.I., St. Paul, Minn.

Pecial Agent, FBI (#lw.)

2, 193"
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Re: JOE¥ L, LTHIS, LT AL

The followine invostiration was conductec by Special
Sprinrfield, Illinols, on September ’ (|
Sprinsficld, azents
intervicwed wh- advised hc nmover has been arrested., He is
somcwhat ill1terate but uncerstond the questions esked and his answers were
not readily understandable at times and it is folt he would make o poor

witness unlcss his testimony is necessary. Howover, he was very cooperative
2nd wished to cooperate in 21l ways possible,

—aﬂvised m:-muld be unable %o
understand the statemont if 1t was rcac to him in knglish. W

confirmed this and also stated thut he could rnot sign his name bu
he would bte willing to swear that everything he had told agents was true.

At his resifence,

He furnishc? the following unsizned statement:

Sprln;ﬂleld; Il!.

Scpt. 11, 1943.

rive this frec & voluntary statemont to

, who arc known to mc to be Srecial
. °r threats have been usod agoinst me to give
this stotement.

o citizen in Lt onc time I workcd at the

as o dizrcr. irst joined UM e in in Iilinois nevcr Noid
unizn office. I went to work ot ine B in Springfield, Il1l., ing& am
still there. Botween & 1932 U,ll,7. wus alrirht as far os 2w, 1

jrined over to F.M.A. 1n 1932-becausc »f traublz with John Lewis ns he stole
the ballots I think,. I helped orzanize over to P.M.A. then. Between 1932
& the time ine B closcd F.l.i, never hacd any trouble with Carl Elshoff

& thincs went elone fines ‘o FM.A, miners fclt it was & rood union & we were
happy to be under them & I attcnded rnost of thoir meetings. Rezarding those
Follehe sont to jail for bombings I never thot thoe F.M.A, mon did it & othors
fe1t 1iko I ¢id atout it. Dues werc cheaper undor F.M.4i. & once in a while
thore werc special assessments, just tho check-off. TUM,%. hod somo men
out at Mine B beforc it closed & who would talk for U,H.U. but thoy never
picketel tho ¥inc B & nover gave out literature to me. I con't kmow of any
partics Elshoff cave for U.M.0. but I ¢id hear something of it onoe. “hen
contract ran out in Spring of 1937 there was somo ajreemont made about
gettinz back pay but we never got it. ‘e thot F.l.A, would get ¢ contract

w



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

with Elshnff and we werc satisfied. The ¥ine 1OVeT
complained of their wages -- except 2 fow now & then,
I attended a meeting the nisht before Nine B closed down

& they kicked ocut '"Bowling Groen! and some onc else I
~uess. The F.M.A. decided they would not work with some cortain men I
veliove, I 2ic nct know Mine B was going to close down when I did & some-
one toll us tv loaZ small cars & some onc 80id that monagemont would not

firc somc men. I @id not load amy short cars then. The Yine B shut down
because of thoge men who kopt on working. Just before guitting timo we were
t0ld to shut down & I left my tools there I never ot all of them back.

I zucss I signed some paper for F.M,A. & 1> one forcod me to sizn it & I
sirtned it at the mine. I also siznecd another ome later on & no one forecd

me to sirgn it. I mever sicncd o U.M.T. petition. Tony Flotch; Andy Schovel-
visus; Dominic Pasquale; Feter Carter:; Frank Austin: 'Cotton inanias; John

& Geo, Sirtout; Goo., & Emory Jacoway; Chas. Bohannon & Jim Eale & Bill
Sirtout werc the ones who formed o new ULWLW,. lsczl in summer of -1937.

Fellow naned --«-e- ccme to sce me 2t home about Joinin- up with U.M.T.

& I told kim I would do what the rest did. 1 heard thot Oscar Feleotti &
others went to werk st Jofferson ¥inc, I went to Mine B in fall of 1837 &
they vwsuld not let us go to work unless we signed up with UM,7, & I would
not sizn up. Some did zo down I beliove thot morning, I was out at sit-

down strike most of the time & no outsiders were brot in -- just local 54
mene e Gid not want UM to take our i-\'hn awnv L we ware mfgh1p_rr our

ial e vt Lia il PSS ) W =S si=

Jobs. Wo fishts or trouble went on & it wus quict & poaceful, No one
forced me to £o out. I was there whon U, S. Morshall came out & we all
left & ns troutle was made at all, I dont't rcemember if tho respened Mino B
short timec later on. I voted at Armory twice in town, T¥ was a goad
clection & P.M.A, won., Mo onc moic me vote - it was by secret ballot too,
I voted F ... T heard Mine B tricd to reopen later too but I didn't ro
out, I hcard Elshoff did not want F.M.4i. out there even tho F.M.A, won the
clection, I zot a letter in £:11 of 1935 tellinz me t> conme out to work &

T Fn wawml P Arve Tntern 4w o~ ﬂﬁﬁf’ 1amn 'hn"' 1+ m'ﬁch“f’ wu 14 hor
Al o LU0 Padlu A dd Gy Vel Dlas

(o]
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One mornins ol< man namad qhﬁs chonginy sh-es in wash room & he was

asked by 3 men when hc was ralnct to join ovor ta U.M.. & these 3 beat hin
ur in my prescnec, _wcrc two of the 3 mon., I also was askod in
Yines when I was goinz to Joan up & I was told if I didn't joln up I would
not zct any cars & I told them I ¢idn't care. I 2lsc had somc tools stolen
too. I hecard of others gettinz beat up & onec saw & F.M.4i, with bloody noses
thore. I sow o 1t »f now men then but now they ore nll zone from Mine B. |
I joined U.A.T. before tho second N.L.R.B. olection took places I mever | |

. U o d b P
signcd any cards for U.M.%W. oF F.¥.A., I got to slgn with UMW, otherwls

I felt I would zet beat up & I did not join thom because I liked thom as
still like F,M.A, better then U2, For 18 months tos I gt bad rooms
there at Mine B, I heard of men gotting 'docks' but I nover 7ot any
myself. A fellow named 7ot boat up ot o UMY, msetinf tccause he
woulé not buy some bonds. 1180 worked at ¥ine B for & couplo of
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Res JCIW I, 1F.JIS, ET AL

INTERVIE . WITH months in 1939 as a F.M.,A. but pever joined over to
U.K. 7. & nobody ever threatened him or beat him up.
CLIrUIT.ag I voted ot sccond N,L.R,B. election & it wos just like

the first one & I voted the samec way I felt & no one
fores? me to vote. It was by secret ballot. Uine B had lot ~f cave-ins
whén it reopened & I nover heard ~f any firc there in 1939, I did not
attend o meetirnr whero got kicked out, . What I havo told 1s

true & correct to the best ol my knowledge.s I can't reac¢ English vory well
ancd can’t writc so won't sign this but it is all true,

[ S
TLALNOHEB0E

(sizned) Special Agent, F.B.I., St. Poul, Mimn,
sizned) Spoc. Arent FLE.I. (ilw.)
oranzlicii, 1. .

Scrt,. 11, 1943"
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JOHI L. LBYIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY “"ITH  The following investigetion wae conducted by Specisl
G - G - A -
Springfleid, inocls on September 9, 1943,

C At his residence, Springfield,
Illinois, Agents interviewsd and ne advised that the day
before yesterday he was going down into the mine with meny other miners

and that some unknown man told all of them that they did not heave to
talk to the FBI men if they dic not wamt to, However, he said he was
in the rear and did not hear all whaet this man said but he edvised
Agemts he would nevertheless angwer the questions egked him.

He sald he never has been arreseted in his life and it was
noted thet he is more intelligent than the average miner. He under-
stood the questions and readily answered them, It is felt hs would
make a good witness if his testimony were necessary.

Agentes obtained from him the following signed stetement,

Springfield, Ill.
Snept. 9' 1543

1, give this free and voluntary statement to
an vho haeve identified themselves
as ooeocial Agenvs of the r.B.ls and no force or threate heve beén

mede me to give thie etatement. I war told by & man not to talk to
vou men but I don't know who he was., He told me at }ine B day before
yeetercay. He juet said I don't have to talk but I want to tell you
men the truth. :

“I employed at Mine B es 8 coal di ve been
there about veare or more. 1 was born and I
ecamg to U.S. ik ind became & citizen. abou yeare agte. I belonged

to union in né brot my card along and it was with U.2iW. Before
1932 there wae no trouble betwesr Elshoff and U.KW. that I kmow of
ané thinge got along ok. I never held e union office. In 1932 I
went over to P.ilLA. es mejority went over and I never helped orgenire
it. P 1%A. union wae ebout scme as the U.M.W. I don't reall of any
trouble between Elshoff and P.¥.A. before Mine B olosed End 1 never
heerd of anyone wanting to chenge beck to U, W. end no one came to
me about it. P.lLA. wae juet an ordinrery union like others, I did
not attend meny F.M.A. meetings et ell end was not very active.
¥hile F.}.A. union was there it seemed just like the old U.M.Y.

There wee no difference to ms. Regarding the local of the P.M.A.
men for the bombings I don't know how the miners felt about it,
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JOBEN L. LB'IS, ET AL

ey

IXTECVIE UITH P.Y.A. raised the duss & 1little more than before

but I think they used the momey for good purpcses -
continue end never was suspicious of anyone taking money. ‘

Before Mine B closed U.M.W. never picketed the
mine &né 1 did not see eny litereture and no one talked to me sbout
going beck to U.kV:, Before the mine closed I heard there were eome
ren &t Vine B who fevored U.M.W, but they never spoke to ms., Same
I reccll were Sommy, the oommitteeman, end othere. I don't kow of any
partice given by Elehoff or U,M.%W, I don't know why we worked ‘ed after
contract ran out - I can't remember thaot. Thore wae no trouble at
’ine B bgozuse of thie conirsct in 1837 end I thot P.i.A. could
get ee good £ contrect as U,MW. oould. Ko one talked to ms of it
et &ll, Xight before ¥ine B closed down I don't know if I went to
& meeting or not. Yhen "ine B closad in 1937 thet morning there was
telk on %or sabout thase men who were for U.MFK. but I don't know
enything more about it, We were told to load our ocurs light and I
locded one good onc end soms one stole the check on it sc I never
got reid for it. One man telking to another sterted this gossip
gbout the ezrs. I think I worked till guitting time &nd ccme on top
and don't remember of being told mine was closed. I don't know for
sure if I went %o work next doy end then ceme home or ¥vhet ae 1
dor*t recall just whet took ploce thenme I forget whaot the reason

wee why Yine B closed. I never signed sny petitions for FeilA. or

W fer armnre mem Fal] AF V0T T dontt hoord o thine ehout T M. T

T -
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forming & new local. In surmer of 1937 no one bothered mo et all.

I heerd that some !'ine B men and Fulcotti wero st Jeffereon Mine too.
I voe et Tine B in fall of 1937 ctnd heard P.}LA. men could not go
back to work but I heard thet eome Ul.M.W. men went down end I went
home tgrine. Sew in the pepsers it wae going to open I think. I wee
ct sit down strike for & few doys and nighte only. Just loocl b4
men were there but no outsidere. No one forced me to go out and I
went out of my own free will. A4ll things were nice there oand thare

wae no trouble ond we wero protectimg our jobs. I wae mot thargs when

U.S, icrehall cems oute In Lecs 1937 I don't krow for eure if I
heord of !ine B reoponing but I did not go out I know. I remembor

of voting once ot Armory and I think the P.l.A. mon that. We went to
vote from FoM.A. holle I voted for P.lluA. end it wes by zeoret ballot
ené no onc forcod mo to vote and it wee & good election cs for os I
know., I think I wont out to I'ine B. leter on but did not go %o work
ené I think I rend of it in the pepere., I don't know why Eleshoff
vould not eign a contrcct with Peio.A. In fell of 1939 I got o registered
letter telling mc to go to work in ecertein time end I went out and
sc7 Paleetti I think. No one csked me what union I belonged to. I
went to work ot once. I think we got stme wagee et under old contract
but nothing wae eeid about it to me. Later on I hoord men et line B
tolkine thet they were sigining over and I worked &s P.}LA. for same

EEE S Sae e Neruyg YRR ol

time before I joinec U. Wk, I. poid duee to P.M.A. Eoms csked me at
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JOHF L. LEVIS, ET AL

iiii"*ii{ VIE VITH line B to join over end finelly I did sign up with

Tony Ploth ko ons farseAd ma to %0in and I joined
0 one lorged me TO J0An QANg 4 jollet

Ay e W WAd
!csn!lnlu&!r re othere were going to UaM.W. In summer of 1940

S I don't recall of eigning any cerds for P.il.A.
or U.i.W., There were & lot of mew men at Yine B but thers was telk

gome Tgre from outeide and I don't know if they were U.M.W. or not. ,"'
1 sm':%get beat up in the coasl mine and heard of others too |

end I don naow why zot beet up. I ean't remember if I voted
seconc time et Armory or not end I juet can't recall thst one.

In fell of 19539 line hed same falls but Boxiwas in pretty good
shope and I loaded soel the first &y back. 1 never heerd of o firs
et iine B while it wes closed. I attend eome mostings -of TsMF, ..
now tut I vee not there when Glasco got kicked out.

"1 have had Agent recd this (rix) 6 poge stotement
to me zrd it is true ond correot to the beet of my knowledge end 1
hove signed it of my ovwn fres will.

Vitnessees Signeds —

1i‘t‘ STEC S Coe
crocial Apt. FBI (iilw.)
, Specicl Agente, F.B.I. (St.Paul)

Scringfield, I1l
Sente 9, 1543%
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

©  INTERVIEW WITH

.
. - at his residence Springfield, Illinoils,
" on September B, 1943. speaks broken English and it is ~
2 difficult to follow his conversation. He appears to ,)V

definite in
< nts and would make a willing watness. Heh
%retams facial marks of the beating he re- /A
ceived at Mine

jod interviewed
Special ARENLS W

o

. e furnished the following signed statement, ‘

#Springfield, Iilinois

September 8, 1943

. W,
statement to
be Specizl Agents of the
Department of Justice.

make the following velwuntary
and vhom I know to
ecderal Bureau ol Investigation, U.S.

"I was entered the United
States at waE
naturalized at At the pre-

sent time I live at Springfield, Illinois
and I am employed as & riner a Yine, Springfield
Il1linois as 2 member of the Progressive lfine liorkers of America
that will be referred tuv hereinafter as PMA.

"Tne first mine wnion I joined was the United Mine Workers
of Amerieca that will be referred to hereinalter as the UMW. I joined
this wnion about .t a small mine neaﬂﬂlinois. I
worked at four other mires before I started wor at Mine B in
1 voluntarily joined PMA in 1930 or 1931. I volun-
PMA in September, 1932.

tarily Joire
©T never held a wnion office at any time.
nBefore September, 1932 Carl Elshoff got along alright with
wihen the PMA first organized in lime B, Carl Elshoff
seemed to get along with the miners, but later he seeped to favor
tlhe mlin ’ -

"My job in Mine B was a coal digger.

"The PMA leaders were good. All of the miners liked to vork
under the PMA,

-3 -
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Re: JOWN L, LuWIS, ET AL.

M *T do not krow anything about the FMA
taking assessments out of my wages when it was
{Continued) first organized, and I was always satisfied

working wmder the PMA.

"I knew the following men were UM agitators and organizers
at 1ne B before the strike inm 1537: Joe albaness, Andrew Schrelevious,
Dominic Pasquaie, Pete Carter, Frank austin, Tony Flotch, John Ananias,
Joln Sirtout, George Jacaway, Zmory Jacaway, Yowlinggreen, and James
Hale.

"On two days after working hours between 1932 and April,
1337 I sav Carl Elshoff and 0Oscar Falcetti go into a saloon with
four or five of these above mentioned men, I remember that Bowling-
green anc .eckelbeck were in this group. This saloon is located on

ttreets in Springfield, I1l. I think it was called Logans 3ar.

%] remember seel..g some ol these 4. agitators whose names
I menti.red, in mlshoff's office. They seemed to be friendly with
Zlshoff.

"I know nothirg about the wage scale troubles between
Zlshoff and the Plfs. I was satisfied with my wages and I never talked
to anyone about getting more money. ;

"I went to some of the Ui, meeting_ before 1932 and some of
the PYA meetings later. I took no interest irn the union busiress,
either Ul or PMA.

%7 did not know about the miners who were throwm out of
the FMi, at the Pl meeti:g on the night of 1Ry 11, 1937. I did not
kr.ow that some miners were thrown out of the wnion at this meeting.

T did not load any coal cars sihort at anytime. 1 saw some
cars loaded sheort on !By 12, 1937, but I did not know whey they were
loaded short, I figured tlic miners did not have time to load full cars.

"I foun¢ out about the strike the next day which was May 13,
1937 when I was told by the men I road to work with that there was a
strike at Mine B, ’

"] helped picket at Mine 3 for about three mouths after
the strike started,

] never signed any petitions in ldB'?.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEY WIYH men the operator tried to open the mine in
September, 1937 I went out to the mine but the PMA
!COntinued) miners would not work because the Wi miners, about

twenty five in all, went down in the mine to work.
T k.ow the mine was going to try to open that day from the notice in the
T,

wihen the mine did open in November, 1939 T weni back to
work at Mine B. & week or two after I started workin
came to my room in the minc where I was digging coal. He asked me if
I wanted to join the UlMi. I said no. I was working on the open shop
basis and I di1d not have to pay dues and I did not want to pay dues
to any umion. said I had to pay dues to one of the unions,
He said that when there was a vote I had better sign for UM« and not the
P'a because the UM+ has 2 lot of money.

"i day or two later, Big George, whose name I do not know,
came to my room in the mine and asked me if I wanted to Join UM/. I
said no, 3ig George said I'd better join Ul or some day I would 'get
sorething good.!

non Jasuary 16, 1941, Big George came to me and asked me
Ty 10, g

agzin if I wanted to join UM. I said no. He said, tsuit yourself,
some of these days you will get it.!

"The next morning I went to the mine wash house to put on
my work clothes, qand Bowlinggreen were hiding in a small
hallway in conncction vatn tne wash house and when I went into this
hallwa was on one side and 3owlinggreen was on the other.
when I Went in between them they both hit me with their fists I think
they had brass knuckles on their hands as it felt 1like that, but
T ¢id not see the brass knuckles, I started yelling and a deputy
Sheriff who was the Step-brother of the man who was sheriff at that
time stopped these men and I believe he put tiiem in jail under a bond.

"mlcetti told me to go to the company doctor Whose name
was Deal and the company would pay the bill. After three days the doc-

tor told mc the company would not pay the bill so I did not go again,
e The doctor sent me three bills.

s ind Bowlinggreen had cut my lip, and had kicked
me. The doctor put four stitches in my lip.

"bhout a montd aftcr I was bcaten I went back to the mine
to get my tools.* told me I could not go down into
anless o] Ui, I did not tell him I was

L e - =y e =}
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Re: JOHN L. L&WIS, ET al.
TR TERVIE T going dovm in the mine just to get my tools.
I signed a UM card and went into the mine,
wontinued but could not find my tools., I then went to

see Falcetti about going back to work and he
told the boss to show me where I would work and I was taken to a room
whers there was about a hundred cars of slate due to a cave in, I do
rot know the name of the boss, Someone else was working in my old room.

"fhe company men had to clean out the slate and I would have
to wait until the slate was cleaned out.

"Fslcetti said the company would call me when the slate
was cleanad out so I cowld go back to work, but I never got the call and
I know tney did not want me to work there anymore.

nT voted in both N.L.R.B. elections though at the time of

tnhe sccond H,L.R.B. €lection ] was not working abt the mine, lNo one
tried to get me to vote one way or the other at either election.

"I am able to speak English, but I can not read English
wuell so I have haeread this
statement to me which ¢onsists © T ENd one quarver pages and
it is true and cerrect.

o/

"yitnessed:

Special gen



Re: JOMN L. LETIS, BT AL.

Sa—— Illmms. was Jo:mtly interviewed at lus residence on
— aber 11 cial Apents Wd
s little ;
the matter under inguiry. He Jjoin in order to retain his job at

the mine., He was hesitant to talk to Agents as he stated he had been ad-

vised it was necessary for hinm to have a counsel before talking to govern-

ment investigators. He executed the following statement,

nSpringfield, Illinois
September 11, 1943

"y following voluntary statement to
an whom I know to be Special Apents
\ of the eral Bureau o: Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice.

I'II r
States in

orn 1n entered the Unj
was natur glield, Illineis in

"The first miue union I joined was the Uhited Wine Yorkers of

Weles ca hereinafter referrcd to as the M. I Jjoined this union about

¢ the Peabody !ine # near Springfield, I1l., I worked at 8ix
nines bei‘ore 1932 when I started workinm at mine B under the Progressive
Hine workers of America which will be referred to hereinafter as the PlA.
I joined the PIA.in 1933, voluntarily. I liked the PMA and the PUA leaders.
. The miners felt they were being treated fairly by the Rl

"] have worked at t.ine B as a dig-er continuously from 1933 until
the present time except during the strike period from 1937 to 1939,

*] have never held a wnion office, T Emly attended a few WA
and PlU. rieetings, I do not attend many U.ST meetings now, =

"Elshoif got along wellwith the (. as far as I know to 1937,

*I know thc following minerss Joe /lbancse, fndrew Schrelevious,
Jominic Pasquale, Pete Cartcr, Frank snustin, Tony Flotch, John (Cotton)
Jnanias, Charles Bohannon and Jamas Hale,

"] was satisfied with the PI. dues and assessrents and I never
compleinad because of dues taken from my wages by the P,

"In Jovember, 1939; after the strike, I went back to work at
Mine B, and two or three nonths later Joe a.lbancse of the W7 Pit Committoe
came up to ne and asked ne to join the W7, I refused, but the next day
I talked to othor miners and obscrved that nost of them had joined and I
knew I would have to join or get out of the mine, Tt was rmy idea that 1if

I did not join-the U7 I would not be able to work thera,

. ey eemt atngm g E R T SYade TR LGN eI - e T
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Re: JOHN L. LETWIS, ET AL.

mERYTET “TITH 3T did not attend the Pl nmeeting of ¥ay 11, 1937
il and I know nothing about any miners who were expelled
ofitlnue froa the P,

v helped picket liine B for about thirty days.

signed the P, petition of May 26_) 1937. I do not

"T Ralsavn
A o lan v

1
rencuber exactly what it was meant for.,

mRelative to the mine tring to re-goen; I remember going to Mine B
on one ocassion when only a handful of man went down into the mine, I did
not go To wwork. I was a P, member. The nen that I nened in this statoment
vere included in the few men that did go to work on this ocassion. There
wicre not enough men to work the mine at this tame, I believe that was in
September, 1937.

nT do not rauember the mine trying to open on any other occassion.

"T returned to vork in 1639 at !'ine B as a nemb.r of P, I re-

cecived a regastercd letter from Klshoif giving me ten days to report for
work, :

"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election in December, 1937, as far as I
know it was a fair clection, Tt presented a truc picturce of how the miner
+

+ minos
L bk ddiS,

*I voted in the H.L.R.B. elecction in February, 1941, Tt was also
{air.

‘ "t Iine B. during thc past swweek I have been approached by some
minzre who told ne that I would have to have a councel proscnt before I
could talk to any F.B.I. or Governnent Investigators, I am permitting this

interview Lecause I want to speak my nind and this statement has been given
of my ovm free will

o /s/

"Iitnessed:
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"I ive the following stetement to
N - pec. Agts, of the F,B.I. No thrects
or mromiees have beer mado me &t any time to procure this stetement

IFTEEVIED VITH The following investigation wes conducted by Special
Agente and st 1
Springfield, ILllinols on September §, 1945

At the retidence of Spring-

A W
oL

fielé, Iliinoie, apente intervievwed him and he said hs 18
errested in his life. He also advised that he had not been tol
enyone not to tulk to agents of the FBI and he eaid he was willing %o

ensver an;” questione asked him,

It vas noted that _is rather illiterete and he scid
he could not read the English lengnBge. He could underetend questions
elright end eneswered them in good English. However, it ie felt he
vould reke & poor witness unless his testimony is sbsolutely neceszery.

Agents obtained from him o statement end it wes read over to
hir ond he seid it wes true end correct ee he hed given it to egente
but thzt ne would not sign it ae he could not eign his nems enyway.

This uneigned etetement is £g followsy

*Springfield, Ill
ﬁat. 9| 1943

end I give it of my own free will,

®] gtcrted ot Yine B in the Swmer of 1936 end I cm et -
tharcs I woe born I come to U.S. in

and beesme & citzen in 1957e ¥ first joined & mine wnion inﬁ'
in §-ring., 111, thie wee U.M.Ue I heve never beon & union o Te
I joined the Frogressives in 1932 atb

*During the year I was ot Kine B before the strike I never

scr eny trouble or heord thot enyone wanted us to go back to UillsT e
I dont even kmow Elehoff.

wie fer as I know the progreesives got clong ok with their
officiels, the men ren the local not just & few. I went to mestings

ebout once & month. I wee elwoy sctisfied with the way the P.Y.A, men
hendled the money, I never favored either Felsd. or U.E. V. I hecrd
of the F.).A. men being sent to jail for bombing, I dont know whether
they were guilty or not. I never sew any U.lLW. mex “Ficket Mine B,
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JOEN L. LE¥IS, ET AL

"TERVIE” WITH distribute literaturs there or attempt to organize
at the mine before the strike. I know nothing ebout

continve eny porties given by Elshoff or U.k.W.

*I knew the contrezct ran out in the spring of 1937 but 1 did
not know about eny egreement thet hed been made regarding it. I am
setisfied whether we heve P.l.A. or U.MW. so long &s I worke I
dort knov how the men felt about workinmg without a oontrect I cant
Teed peoples minds. Even though they had no contract they kept on
working, I @id not ettend or knov anything ebout e meeting the night

before the mine closed.

*I want to work the day of the strike and knew nothing about
any strike. When 1 cams out et guitting time I heerd there was a
etrike. 1 later hsard that they cslled m strike becsuse they had no
contracte. I never loaded any cares short when I went hams I saw some
on the rarting that were loaded short I dont know why they were loaded
this way, About two weeks after mine B closed I went to—
and worked for a couple of months, I never signed any petitions for
UsiL¥e or FolLA., 1 dont know anvthing about any attempt to form s
UelsVWe local in Spring., 111. I was still a*h&n the sit
dovin strike etarted. I went out to the git down etarted I had
to Yo eat, I was there over & month. I went on my own free will,
I dont know why they were there. Everything was gquiet and psaoceful,
as far as I know all the men vere local 54 men. I wes there when the

iarshell ceme and told ue to leawve, nothing wae said, we Juet lsft,
you cant talk beck to the U. S. karshell vhen hs's got the warrant.

%I didnt hear enything sbout the attempts to open the mine in
Dec., 1937 or Jepn. 193B.

“I voted et the first I,Le.Ti.Bs 6lection. I went right from
my hore to the Armory and voted the way I vanted. As far es I know
it was e honest election, it wes held by secret ballot. I was not
foreed tc vote.

%I dont know why Elshoff would not eign with P.l.A. after they
von the eleé¢tian, I dont know how he was able to afford to keep the
nine clesed so long either. :

"I never hsard anything about Folsetti or any men froam Mine B.
working at Jefferson !ine. After the ¥Farshell made us leave Mine B
I got 2 job on ¥V,P.A, end took no interest in the mine,

“When the mine opened in 1939 I got & letter telling me to

come back to work. I went out and saew Falsetti, who put my name on
the list, I was last on the list, ~I e eouple of months they sent me
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

! was_3 icyed by opeclal Agen and
stoted that

A —on September 12, 19H
"' no one had t21d hin at Mine B not to talk to Federal agents 2 hat he

\ w2s glad to cooperzte in any way. He understood questions readily and answered
then in understandable langucge and it is felt that he would make a falr witness
if his testimony were necessary. He advised he has no criminal record.

_executed the following signed stotement:
A

Sept. 12, 1343

,’?‘—Wﬁ‘r‘-‘""?f T L TR

give the following statement to &
Wit arc knomn to me to be Special Agents of the F.B.l.

cx%s or promiscs have been made me to procure this statement.

"L started at Mine B in the sumer of 1935 as a digger and I am
still there. I wis born e T,  Tcametothe v, 5, 4n —
i - I first joined 2 mine union in#

wis UM I have never held » union office. During the 2 years 1 worke

and b»carxe a citizen in
+ iine B fefore 1937 I w~s a Procressive I had becn one before I came
h ever: adsbRele] wag a?- mﬂh‘!’ hn‘l‘wanh Vq ==hnf'f .-.\'nr'] p‘ A-

T e e

Thaw & Y s + <
it e UWLIJE ou.D UJ.LI.!G o LJULL.LME

I never hexrd anything said by either Fal s“tti or Elshoff to indicate they
favored Ui, or Pii. Before the mine closed down there werc a few men at
Mine "B" tryint to swing the men at aine "B" back to the U.A.V. All they
did was tzlk_ saying they didn't think F.M.A. wes a good unica. - I remember
Fasquale, and Bowling Green os teing two of thesc. During this time the min.
and Mine "B" zot along all right. I couldn't say anything against it. It
was the miner's union & they ran it. I did not 2ttend many meetings because .
lived so f-r from Sprmgi‘ield vent about once every six months. The dues

were not too high because before we split from the U¥~ he paid them more than
wa did the Progressives.,

nl re3d in the paper absut the men who were sent to the jail for
boubing I couldn't judge whether they were guilty or not.

"Before the strike I never saw any U.M.7. men come to Mine B to
picket or distributc literature. I never heard nothing about any parties
given by Elshoff or the U.M.W.

o hen the union contract ran out in 1937, we keep on working at
Mine B T don't know whether they h2d any temporary agreement or not,

There w~s some talk about the wage questlon at this time_  some wanted to
work and some dign't w=nt to work. There was no str .chs oT t!‘G““"’, Just

sone talking.
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Ret JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY WITH I don't remember anything about a meeting the night before the
mine shut down. Whear I went to work on May 12, 1937 I did
continyed) not know there was to be any strike. I did not know anything
about it until they called us out just before quitting time.
I can't say what the strike was for. I did not load any cars short but I
did not load any that way and no one told me to load any short. T don't
remember whether P.M.A. picketed the mine at this time or not. I recall sign-
ing a petition for P.M.A. night after the mine closed. No one forced me
to sign_ I did it of my own free will because I was for the Progressives. I
did not sign any petition for U.M.W. and I don't remember any F.M.A. petition
in the fall of 1937.

"uring the summer of 1937 I read in the paper that U.M.¥. was
forming a2 local in Springfield, no one contacted me to Join,

"I don't recill anything else unusual happening during the summer
& F=11 of 1937. Then they reopencd the mine in the fall of 1937, I did not
go out the first day I think I went the 2nd day. During the sit-down I was
there part of the time. I was there of my own free will nc one forced me
to go. The strike was peaceful and the men there were all local men. e
where there to protect our jobs and the property. I don't think I wz2s at ib
mine the night the Marshall came over and ordered us off. After this I never
went back to Mfine B until it »spened for good. I did mot go there in Dec.
1937 or Jan. 1938.

"] voted at the first N.L.R.B. election I vwoted the way I wanted,
no one forcedrie to vote. I voted for the Progressives because I wis with ther
It lookad to me like it was a straight election. The P.M.a. won this electic
I don't know why Elshoff would not make a contract with us. I don't know
where Elshoff got the money to keep the mine closed. I never heard a thing
about Elshoff owning or anyone from 3ine B going to work at the Jefferson
Mine,

"Then the Mine opened in the fall of 1939 I got a letter telling
me to come back towork. I went there the next day and they put my
name on the list as my section was not ready. In a few days they called
me back. I understood at the time the miners were to get the regular Progress
ive wage scale, When we went back to the mine towork it was in bed shape_
jots of cave ins. I had not heard of any fire there while it w:s closed.
When I went back I paid dues to P.M.A. Fram the time I went to wark until I
joined the U.M.W. some fellow asked me what I thought about 2 unions at the
mine I told him I did not think it was right, it shouldbe one way or the
othe¥. He did not ask me to join U.L.W. No one ever came to my home or
bothered me to join U.M.%. When I saw most of the men were joining the V.M.V,
I joined to. I think I jeoined before the 2nd N.L.R.B. election. 1 Joined
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INTEEVIEY WITH of my own free will because I saw all the rest join. I
_ figured I might just as well go back too. They hired
continued) quite a few new men when the mine opened_I don't know whether
they were P.t.A. or U.M.W. I never signed any cards for
U.M.%. or P.¥M.A. so far as I remember in summer __ 1940.

"] voted at the 2nd N.L.R.B. election at the Armory. This election
was just like the other one we voted by secret ballot so far as I ¥now it was
was a good honest election. No force was used to get me to vote. I do not
know anything about the meeting at which dJack Glascow was kicked out.

o "I have had Agent qread this statement to me as I just read a
little english. To the best ol my knowledge and belief it is all the truth
; and just as I have told it to the Agents. The statement is rritten on this
and four other pages. I am signing this statement of my own free will

as it is all true,

mcial Agent F.B.I. (iilw.)
pecial Agent, £. ol

S, Paul, Minn.

W
Sept. 12, 1943¢

i
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RE: JOHK L. LEWIS, ET &L

v

Vo JNTERVIEY. VITH On September 13, 1943, Special Agents
N ;
o at his hcme,

I1lin~is. Durinc- the ccurse of this interview it was observed that

U i© oy itellicent per-
&N wWh. 18 psssessec With & very rood mgoors ould te noted that he od-

mitted frecly that he dces not ecarc fo the mon who succeeded hin os
toord member for this district. It is further tc be ncted that he clains to
hz.ve nz personnl knowledre whatoever of any viclence at Mine B after that nine
wi.s oponeld althouph he wos working at the mine at that time and hos a very good
kncwledre of mest things perteining to the union, It is believed that if gnllnd
us ¢ witness he will muke e very rcod impressinn. He expressed his willingnesc
tc ccoperate with the Govermment in every way. He advises that he has no orim-

PR T |
1Nl TEClIl.

The fcllowing sirsned stetcment was procured I‘r:-m—

!pringfield, 111 -

Sept. 13, 1943

a give the following statement to—
who nre known tc ne tc be Bpeciel Agents of the Fadels

N thrents or prcmises;_hnvé_bc—-evn made me £nd I pive this stctemont willingl

I hove been employed
j Prior ts tha
W ol g o}

Frer o
The first tine I joined a rine
unizn was in abou Thig Wis UeMas went in as a churtor member. In

1932 I beccme n momber Of TJMuhe, I held this until 1933
when I wes succecded Dy wus at kine B? before they chan,
tc the rrogressive Unicen, During that time as far as ow U.M.We at that

time got elong alrizht as for os I kmow,

"#hcn the chunge was mode frem UMW, to FuMua. I just went over
cutomatically with the rest., It 4id not meke any difference to me whether we
were Ialahie or UMWe and in fact I did nct want the job as board mamber, but
when I t-ok it I went cut nnd sirned up every mine in this District that went
reMddos When I contated ELSHOFF to sign up for the F.M.A. it wns ot his re-
quest, He soumed pleamsced thot they hed gone r.M.is at his mino,

"From 1932 to 1937, there wos 2 lot of rumpus between ELSHCFF and the
FM.A, officinls from whet I have heard, Ono difficulty was caused by ILBHOFF
venting to operste cn & 6 day week and the r.M.A. wouldn't let him, I never
heard of ELSHCFF or FALSETTI doing enything to discredit the r.M.4h. officinls
ncr do I know ¢f their having expressed nny desire to have UJ¥. back. Fronm
1932 tc 1937 loeal 54 I'aMuha, wos being run in e woy to satisfy mest of the
men in all respects therc were some men who felt that some cf the money wns
not being spont properly but this is usue]l in ell labor unicns., I ettended
ell P.M.A, meetings during this poriocd. *he i.M.Le.cfficinls made regular
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K5: JCHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIT: WITH reports on money motters, When the Pelli. started it
wis hard pressed finiencially, I know thnt thoy didn't

cntinuci - ey me £ll they promised s o board mermber. This was
due to their finiancel circumstances. 1 den't know of

—————
P s 32 o JUR I T o R wnadn d e ma o -
sonythinr t2 indiente dishonest handling ~f union funds. I recall ths F.lM..

men whs werce sentenced for pro*uorty bombings, I have no opinion as te their
~nilt ¢r innocence., Wwhilc the r M.A. wns the unisn at Mine B, {t wns never
to my knowledpe picketed by the B MW, nor wone ony litoreture dlstributed by
then, I did nct know of eny proup in F.M.4A. who were actually U.l.W. mon,

N¢ one ever contacted me te pet me te Join Tk W nt this time. I hoard noth-
ing ctout any parties being given by ELSHCFF for U.MWY. or by UlW. for hinm.

"When the controct expirod on 5-31-37,_1:01(1 us we were
working ¢n w temporery cgrecnent enéd that our puy would be retro-active.to
Lrre 1, 1 fizurcd vt this time that r.lldh, weuld be able tc get us as peod
6 contract es the Ulldive In April end ecrly lay cf 1937, there wore no shows
Alwns or stﬂppr.r-es at the ninc cor any -thor demcnstretions sc fer es I know,
sver the wnpe issuc. I hove ne ides as tc the nenagments pesition in the wage
metter, I did not attend the 5/11 moeting, where 1 belleve two F.M.A. membors
were expelled_ I don % renember the names cf those expclled. revious mosi
ings I ¥now thit some members were expelled. I wentto wcrk 5/12/3)?‘ this woo
Just like eny cther day to me, I dan_t remenber any cormction at the mine thae
day -ver eithcr the wopge question or the men who had been expelled froam rudo:
On 5/12/37 there were scme cars londed shcrt, 1 did not purpesefully lownd any
shert ond no one told me tc lond cars in thn.t. menner, I had o couple come cut
short bectuse tho driver come & pot them too soon. On the last dny we werkod
I wis cclled rut of the mine and wont over to one of the men & nsked where or-
ders cung frem to strike the mine, he said from district hecdquarters. 1
then sow ond he tcld me he had crdered the nino closed, he dic nct at
the tinmc tcll me why he hncd called the strike. 1 did net foel at the tine
thet o strike should have been crlled st Mine B. I never hoord thot the reaso.
f-r closine the mino was becrusc the Co, had refused te fire men expelled from
iMh. Thore wns o picket line at Mine B for a fow days_ this was on the rood
n't the nine property.

"I gi~ned the first Z-L de petiticn eon the rond necar the aine. 1

irs
wes not forced to sipn end did it of oy own free will.

"I sirned a lator Fetitisn which was to be submitted tc the labor-
bYoarde I signed this ulso of ny ~wn free will.

*I 241 n-t sign any petition for U.M.W. Quring the summer of 1937
nnd don t recnll being asked t~ sizn such.

"I read nof o new U.M.W, lcepl beinp formed in Springfield the summer
of 1937. I was n:t appronched concerning it however. Yo cne contected me
during the sudmor cf 1937 to join UMW,
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EE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Mihen the mine oponed the summer of 1937 I read of it

in the pepers_ I did not geo out the first dey 1T did

go out the 2nd day on this day same men tried tc go to
werk_ thoy wolked up to the cage but were blocked. I
think either the 3rd or 4th dny the sit-down started_ I wus there most of tho
time it wos cn. This strike wns cerried on by our own local so far es I know,
Thiere were ne inmported hocodiluns or thues, No cne forced me tc teke port in
this and I did it figuring J was protecting my jeb. Thero wns no violence at
this strilke s- for as I knew. I was there whon the U. B, kzrheall oerme out
end rend the injunction. He came cut and tc1d who he wns, read the low to us
end tcld us to lenve., Scme of the men esked us what tc do & I told tham, thot
men was the law & we had tc go. There wus nc troudble, I heurd cf the attempt
tc open the mine in Dec. 1937 but I did not go out.

"I vioted in the first N.L.E.B. election, I voted the wey I wnnted
end of my cwn free will. I went tc the lceel hall fipst und we went cver in
10's. ecxplnined the purprse of the voting ond why we were going to
g0 in groups_ he did not tell me how to vete, I did not see ony Ul N. men
¢n the wuy t6 or ot the Armmery. I thirk this wns an honest election. T re-
monber the attempt to cpen the mine in Jon. 1938, but I did not ro.

"I 4i¢ nct hecr why ELSHOFF wculd nct mrke a controct with 2.M.A.
frem the tine of the olection till the mine opencd nor do I h:ve any knowled:;:
£s tc where he got the money to keop it clcsed from.

"I did nst heur of FALSDTTI or cny ~f the Eine B mon working at Jof-
ferson mire while Minc B wus shut down,

“ihen the mine opencd I got n recistercd letter from the camrany
tclling mo to report in 6§ deyse I went cut, saw FALSETTI who gnve me my check
and put me tc work nt cnce. I dom t recall what the wage scnle crrangement
et this timc wrs. "hen I went buck tc werk I kept cn payirng dues to the rro-
rpressives, VYhen we went back tc work there were meny fulls in the mine. Twe
tcxes never did open. I did nct hour of any fire in the mine while it wus
clcsed down. ffter I wont tc work I wns nct contocted in reperd to joining
the UM.¥, I wrs nct thrertened in any wny. I jcined up with the U.M.W. the
first workin~ “cy in Jan. of 1841. I signed then because s¢ mony hod already
sipned. ‘:-nd I just decided we might just ce well jcin. "I signed cf
ny cwn frec will ¢id nct care about my job there as I Lknow I could get a
job somowhere elBe. 1 only heard of cno man teing beaten and I didn't see
this and don t kncw whother there was anything to it or noty Bo fur es I know
the lropressives did ncthing to keep the mon with thaa. T dor t think there
was eny particular roueson why thoy did nct bother me excent that they knew I
wculd be my own judgc. During the summer of 1940 I .=.s:L=1:ne1 a maabership card
{nr FuM.L. but not for UMW, During thie time the mancpeoment did ncothing to
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RE: JOBY L. LEJIS, ET AL

I |

jindicate preference for one union over the cther. I
41d not sco mony ncw men ot the mine when it wes first
opened.

I voted in the 2nd W.L.R.B. electi~n, I wus not forced to vote )
end voted the winy I wnntod, woting UMJA.A, As for og I can suy this was an’

hinest electicn.

"I have had Agent-read this 6 papo statcment t¢ me and it is
611 truc onid correct so¢ far ns 1 con reczll, endé is os I have told it tc Apents.
I ar signing this of ny cwn frec will."

siod -

“7.{1 rr

s Bpc. Art,,

‘ irul, Hinn.
Snec. -hz’t FoI (mllw’)

Springfielc, 111 9-13-43"
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

KTERVIE ™ ¥
ﬂ Springfield, Illinols, was interviewed at his
nose by Spectal dcento RIS - RIS
_ He was cooperative bhut it is not felt that he would make a goo

witness because of his lack of knowledge of the pertinent facts in this
case and his inability to speak English well. He admitted no crimimal record.

_furnished the following signed statement:

"Springfield, 111,
September 7,1943

"y do voluntarily give the following state-
ment to Special Agents and*of the Federal
Burcau of Investigation. No threats or promisss of any kind have been made

t0o cause me to make this statement.

and c¢2me to America in
I am

"l w,s bom in
T was naturalized at
nresently residing at

3

Springfield, Illincis.

"7 have worked in the Coal Wines in Lincoln and Springfield, I11.
since - starting at kine B in- I joined the United Mine Workers
of America when I first started working in the mines a and
stayeed with this union wntil 1932. Between JJJind 1532 the UkeA had no
trouble with the line B officials.

"The theft of the ballots on the wage scale was the reason for
the start of the Progressive Mine orkers of Ameorica so for as I know. I
had no part in the formation of PMa but I did attend a meeting at Reservois
Park when the men were talking about a new union. I never held an office
in either PL4 or UMTA, T joined Fili along with all the other miners at
iine B in 1932, and so far as I know this union pot along ®WHll wlth Mr.
Elshoff and Oscar Falcetti, and I never heard either of them talk arainst

P.VLA.

"I thoupst the Pii wis a cood union, well run and T liked ihe
officers. I . i%2nced most of the meetings and had a rignt tc La2lk and vote
for whom I pl:23e.. The dues and Snecial assessments weoo !>t the same
in P¥A as in UM+A. .

"About two weeks before the strike in May of 1937 James Hale came
into my room where I was loadins co2l and asked me to siyn up with Uibia,
saying that everyone was signing up. I was scared and signzc up. I was

surprised and couldn't think, and signed up to save my sv~. I was afraid
to tell anyone about this. Halso signed up
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

TTERYIEW WITH the same way, according to Jim Hale, Mr. Hale
% also claimed tmth‘ad joined UMRA.
(continue ‘
"I knew Andre Schrelevious, Dominic Pasqusle, Pete

M ek e P NP W L1 LRIV, o o R e oy Sy -~ —~n
Carter, Frank Austin, lony rioich, John {Cuttuu) Ananias, John Sirtout

: _’ : George Jacaway, & Charles Bohannon but I never knew that any of them
T were IMIi spies or know that any of them were suspended until I joined
TRa.

T
&

o,
(]
i

"So fer as 1 know the strike in May of 1937 was caused by
an argunent about back pay. I was working the day of the strike, but
I don't remenber how it started. I do remember seeing Coal Cars being
loaded short that day but I didn't load any short myself. After the strike
both PMA and UMTA came around with petitions, but I don't remember signing
either one, because I had decided to quit. However, during the summer of
1937 the UMTA started a new local. I believe itwas #7469. I was asked to
come over to John Ananias house to pay my dues. The only other person 1
ever saw over there was Tony Plotch., I remember paying dues there a couple

of times.

"During the time the PMA was picketing the Mine B I went out tae.
only one night. WNone of the PMA men knew that I was paying dues to UMA

%] recall that in Dec. 1937 "Cotton™ Ananias told me to come out v
to Mine B as it was poing to open UMWa. I went out to the mine but there \
was only about a dozen men there--mostly the men whose names have been '
set out above. I remember that there were some FMA men on the road in cars
watching who went to work. We only worked one day and quit because we digdr
have enough men. I was scared because I saw that the ULVA didn't have a
ma jority like James Hale had told me when he got me to sign up with UMWA.

n] remember voting in the 1lst NIRB election, but I don't remenber
how I wvoted. I believe the Progressives won.

"apfter the strike I went back to work at Mine B in 1939. I got a
letter from Mr. Elshoffi saving that the mine was going to oven. I had been
on WPa for 4 r.onths when the mine opened. When I returnc” to work I was
paying dues to UM7A. No one bothered me or iried to gel e to join UMWA
as I was already a merber. I never tried to get anycns to join iﬁi&. I{’
never saw anyone beat up, but one morning I saw an 010 man named
lying on the floor in the w.sh house and I heard the men talking,ml‘d
that John Sirtout beat him up. I also heard about a man being beat up dovm
in the mines. I think the reasons for these beatin:: vus because the
UN-A was trying teo squeeze out the FHA.

uI yrecall voting in the Second NLRB election which UMWA won. I v
for UMWA this time,

= 90 =
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Re: JOEKN L. LEWIS, ET AL

WT quit out at Mine B about the end of May 1941, because
I never went back to Mine B

continued again.

nIf T had a free and voluntary choice of Unions I would cloose
the rrorressives.

"I have had the above statement consisting of four and one quarter
pares (4°) read to me by Agent‘ ve initialed the changes I
wanted to me. The abos nd I do hereby sign my name.

ju]
L
ing

Special Agent - F.B. I,
pecial Agent, F.Z.I."
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RE:; JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

/
ERVIET WITH Spring-
b field, Illinois, was ipterviewed ome by
Specisl Agonts AN -0

— B,e was very cooperative and it is believed he will make a good

witness. De speaks English well and was Pit Committesman at Mins "B" when
it reopened, He eppeared intelligent and familiar with ths pertinent facts
of this case. Be has no known criminal record other than an admitted traffic

violation,

He submitted the following eigned statement and an addendum thereto-

USpringfield, Ill.
Beptember 6, 1943.

*I1, meke the following
voluntary statement an who are
Special Agents of the Federal Sur f Investigation. No threats or prom-

m to

cau o
ises of any kind have boen made by the get ms to make a statoment.

J L= R a1l B

"I was born I first joined U.M.W.
abou- when I begen to work e ring “reok Mine neer Springfield. I
bogon working at Mine "B" sbout -

®"In 1532 when P.X.A. was formed, I sttended several of the most-
ings but was never an officer until 1937 when I was on the Pit Committes. I
wented to join P.M.A. because I didn't like the cut in wages which U.M.W.
proposed on the wage contract. :

"For the first 3 or 4 years P.M.A4. had the contract at Mine "B
everything seemed to go along smoothly. There were no strikes or closedowns
end only some minor arguments took place in the office over settling
grievonces.

"prior to the strike in 1937, there were some pamphlets were placed
on windshields of the cers urging us to join U.M.A. There was & group of
just beforc the strike. They Joe Albanese who wes algso k..an es Sam Catalino,
end 4ndrow Skrelivicus, Dominic Pasquele, Pete Cuarter, Frunk Austin, Tony
Ploteh, John Ananjas, John 8irtout, Geo. Jucaway, Emory Jacawny, Charles
Boharmon, and Jame Hnle. These men were freguently seen at parties of a

Log g8 ons gy ey

social noture ot various homes including Falsetti.

"it the time when the wage contract held by P.E s. ran out in 1837,

S --¢ ¢ tenporary egrecment to the miners at the miue expleining that

“Xhey would get retroastive pay if the now contract was highers Soon after
this U.M.W. obtained a wage scelc which was higher than the P.M.4. contract:
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RE: JOBN L., LEWIS, ET AL

e

INTERVIEG b U.M.W. could not get & contract at Mine "BY 2
though, becauso they did not have bargaining rights
Vet at the mine., At this time the sgitators named
cbove bogan talking to tho miners explaining that the miners would got this

ruise ond be better off if they joined U.M.%. These men were slwoys around

the mine company offices, even after hours and on Bunday mornings, which
indicated to me that the company wes behind it all, These men were elsc
seen going to U.M.w. hoadguarters so PuM.A, expelled cbout § of them for
spying ectivities, but the company rcfusod to fire them and this was the
cause of the strike.

"] signed a petition to have these spies tricd beforc the Union
body and to be dismissed for their spying sctivities.

"The day of the strike I wes lowding coel and I saw some cars being
partly loaded and I knecw the mon were doing this in an effort to force
the compery to dismiss the spies. I begen loading cars short clso at that
time. A4bout two ol’clock that afternoon we wero cclled cut on strike. Vhen
we came up the shaft Frank Austin madc some slurring remcrk end this caused
B slight ccmmction but no viclence occurred. The spies went immediately to
the cffice of the company and after a phort time of milling around we came
on home,.

Tabout two woeks after the strike P.M.A. circuleted a petition to
show that P.l{.4. had a majority., dJohn Bchneider and cthers made e house to
hcuse canvas of the miners to got signatures., They made no thrests of any
kind tc get theso signatures, and cech man was reqguired to sign in his own
handwriting.

[a N oo

heard U.M.W. &lsc circulated & petition that summer but no one
it

RI hes
asked me t ign i
sked me ¢ 1gn

2

, "In September, 1937, I sow in the paper thet Mine "B" was to re~
cpen so the next morning I called the mine to see if there wos work because
1 could not hear the whistle from my home. Thoy said there was work so I
went to the riine to work but I saw that the expelled spiers were there to go
tc werk toe and I refused. That mcrning we all went to the office and the
company gave ecch man & peper supposed to explain why no P.¥.A. had no con-
tract, Folsctti lod the spiss to the shaft and when I sew this I refused

el wand o8 dFha DY L mamboeg wn haonn 4n'irnﬁ'in‘g

e mmrrsala e tdl ol ae omom A4 A
to work with thum as did the rest of the F.h.A. members. ¢ DOJLN PLCRETLY

in & doy or so end this ccntinued for about two months until we were served
with a court injunction.

"] voted in the N.L.R.B. eloction in Dec. 1937 end in my estimation

it was a foir clection. No threats or viclence cccurred that I mow of.
There were some pomphlets distributed et the electiom but I refuscd tc teke
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RE: JOHN L. LE%IS, ET AL.

one and I don't recall whet was in them.

"] received a letter that the mine would reopen

in November, 1939, cm &n opcn sheop basis. I went %o work as ¢ member of
F.l.de '

nfter the mine cpened & fight uccurred when a man named
whe hed secured & job at the mine, hit who

vt & Fel.se member, I don't know what started this fight. om vhis

time c¢n there were severnl fights and the spies mentioned above werc always
going ercund in the mino attemptirng to get them to join U.k.7. and when the
men refused they would beat them up.

"Shertl

¥In the winter cf 1940, efter most of the men hed gene down the
shaft, o bunch cof the spies begen bosting severcl ducs pavi erbers of
P.¥.A. I sow then beat up cn and

f
"I vcted in the N.L.R.B. oloction in Feb, 1941 and when it went f'/
U.X.l7., 1 quit the mire and went to woerk i
"During the time most of the fights otcurred I was Pit Committeemen
end I settled ell grievances whother the men bolonged to PuM.h. or U

" hen the minc recpemed, I suggestod several P.M.A. mon be hired
but Falsetti seid hc would hire the men he wented and he refused te hire eny

P.XM.%. men. He refused to hire —Ims & P.M.A., member,

#1 havo reed this 5 page stcotement and it is truc and correct to the
best <f my knewledge.

/+/ N
witnesscd: '

Speciel Agent, FBI,
Special agent, FBI,. *

®gpringfiocld, Ill.
September 8, 1543.

ZﬁI.
eddition tc the stetement which I gave t

the following voluntary
wham I know to be Spocial Agents of the ] Buroeu msti—

gations  No threats or promises of any kind have besn made to get me to

e map——re .o A ; s .
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RE: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET AL.

NTERVIED |

meke thie additional statement. I wish tc add the
followings:
cunvinue

"On the dey

ond myself were driving entry in the section of the minc where
©%5 working.

A1l three of us who were driving entry were mem-
e Pit Committee.

Ibout 10:30 &,m. wo gout & call to go up on top
tnl when we went to the company office Falsetti told us cur district office

had ecalled and wantsd us down ot the district office right awey. e got in
car end came dcwn to the District Heedquarters bhut when we

rcached there we were tcld that nc ccll had been placed for us and that we

waren't wanted. Thile

e were at the District Office a call came in from
the mine edvising thot _h&i been beaten up.

bocrs o

"I hove rend this statement consisting of this and one other page
which is e statement in additicm to thoe statement I have given previously.
It is true and correct to the best of my kmowledge.

SN

witnessed:

8peciel agent, FBI.
pecial Agent, FBI.
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INTERVIES - ITH Springfield,

— : wes interviewed ot his h.me by Specicl Agents
lui'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIi!..IIlI!!'
wes ccoperative but it is not felt that he would moke & §co wit-

cconse of his lack of knowledge of the pertinent facts at Mine B.
3 md

s furnished the f'n'\'lnwip_g

Adi A aEw Wb WAims o wowmam wY

N P e
q NEs 0o 2nlWIl Cridldiladd
sisned stutement. | |

"Springfield, Ill,
Se;_-;'tember‘ 14’ 1943 .

oY ;.-
nakc the following statoment to Specinl wgonts
of the Federal Burccu o¢f Investigation
hear nn_d

*
use mo to meke this

"I.

oy w e} - e~ AR
i LA

any Rind nave

G
o
&
w

¢ threats ¢r promiscs ol
stetenent.,

"I wes born in memd emirrated tc Lmerica
in W T ves nattralized in n ingiieid, I1l, I first started
working in the mines in —oining Wik at that time, I
heve never been an cfficer in any unicn,. bepan to work in lino B abeut

I was & U7, member at thet time and we got elong alright with the
Line B Cce. .

"The Frogressives were stortced in 1932 because the TRk stole
the wnge scale motcs. I nover had anything to o with the formation of
P and rever nttended any cf the mestings when it was being crgoenized.

I joined Fli aleng with 21l the cther men ot Mire B ond we ot clenp fine
with ir. Elshoff until the timoc of the strike in 1937, I thcought that the

ircpressives were alright.

"The strike started in 1937 because a tunch ¢f guys wantod to
put W54 in Mine B, Scme =f the men who were causing this trouble end
acting es spies fur UMNL were: Joo Llbenese, Anidrew Schrelevicus, Demdnic
Fusquale, Pete Carter, Fronk Austin, Tomy Plotch, John (Cotton) Lncnias,
John Sirtcut, Emory Jucawey, Cherles Bchannen (Bewling Gruen), and Jumes
Hnle, I know that Jim Hale was kicked out of PMA for 99 vears for talking
for UMWA., I never heard about any of the other men being expelled.

"] don't recall any argument about a contract or wages but I
do know that I had some back pay coming that I never got.

"] wes £t the mine on the dey of the strike but I never londed

any cors light, although I saw some come by only helf loaded.
called us out or strike at 2145 pm because ths mine wouldn't pay the scalf.

"I don't remember signing any petition showing that I fevored

FMA.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

"I remermber going out to Mine B one morning when 13
UMTA, who hnd formed a new locel, tried to open the
kine. These 13 men were composed mostly of the men

: nemed sbove. The FMA started a sitdown strike out

there to protect their jobs. I was only at the mine for o couple of doys
during the sit down strike.

"] voted in the lst N.L.R.B. election which PMA won by ¢ big
mejority.

"inile the mine wae closcd on strike I raised a garden and
sold vegetables and went one year on W.P.d. I was on @PA when I got a
letter from ur. Elshoff to come back to worke.

Wiher I went boack to Mine B it wes Mopen shop.® I was still e
Progressive., Two or threce months efter I wes beck at work

camc around and esked me to sign up UdWA. I told him thet I wes goin
v i 1ittles, I was never threetened or beeten, but I uam#
in the office after he got beat up because he wouldn™t join UMWA.,

I finally joined UMWA beeouse I saw thet most of the men were joining up,_‘
end I was afreid of getting beat up if I didn't, /

"1 also voted in the 2nd N.L.R.B. election which UMWA won.

"I don't favor either union, both of them troetced me nbout the
SOIC .

"] am presently employcd ot Mire B as a digger.

"I have had the sbove stotcment comsisting of 2 3/4 pages read

to mo by Agen_ It is truc and correct.
-/ —
witnesseds

.plcc:.‘al ngcnls,ll. .l. Springfield, Illinois,. b
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

SR :
q S m
v O soeel Thie

vas cooperative but 1t is' n elieve

¥ould liake a good withess because he seens hazy on the facts and

vents
which occurred at l'ine n during the period under investigation. ”
adnitted no crinminal record, He furnished the following signed sta e

L o PSR gy
"

o A ™
PORELINEL LGy .L.Ll .

September 10, 193

do voluntarily

threats or promises of any kind have been nade to cause me to nake
this statenent.

S ———

"T was born mmd cane to imerica
T clain citizensnip ad father who pgot his
papers in

"I started vorking in the nines around Springfield, Ill. in
- T joined up with United i.ine ‘Jorkers of .merica in_the latter
part of that year. I started at iiine B in Betxvem‘nd
1932 the UYS7. got along fair out at I'ine 3.

nThe split in 1932 was caused on account of John L, Lewis
nostly he wanted us to take a reduction on a *Yellow Dog' contract.
T took no part in the formation of the Progressive Hine Workers of
smerica but joined them along with all the other men at iine B. The
Pi rot along alright writh the Hine B.officials. I figuredthat the
Y. was a wnole lot Letter than the WM.

e trouble in 1937 vias caused by a temporary contraci

about retroactive back pay. Flshoff backed down on this contract and

we went out on strike. I know that he owed ne $11.00 bzck pay. At this
time there was a bunch of men who favored Wl at !"ine B and they vere
starting trouble., These nmen were: Joe «lbanese, Lndrew Schrelevious,
Dominic Pasquale, Petc Carter, Frank justin, Tony Plotch, Jomm (Cotton)
..nanias, John Sirtout, Gearpe Jacaway, Fmory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon
end James Hale. :

#The strike was caused because -told us not to go
P B e T T av. Yim oame out gbhout

down becausc Elshoff wouldn't pive us our bacCik pay. .C cane

the middle of the afternoon. I rccall sceing some cars come out with
short loads on the day of thc strike. This was becausc the nen were
nad about the Co, trying to switch back to M.
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET [L.

nT renaber signing & petition after the strike
showing that I favored P,

"I picketed qut at liine B for about a month, two or three days
at a time, but I wasn't out there when it started, and I wasn't there when
the men were ordered off by the injunction,

“Right after the injunction some of the WY nen mentioned above
vent out to the mine and brou~ht up allthe coal that was down close to the
pardon., I don't knov hov long tiey were there as I didn't go out to the
BinG.

1] renmanber voting in the first N.l. R.B. election which the Pro-
rressives won by a big majority.

"Between 1937 and 1939 I was on relief and later *PL., T was on
P vhen I got a letter to come back to work at Mine B.

\

*hen I returned to iine B in 1939 I was still Progressive and paid
dues to that union. I staved P, untill about the last one. I never saw |
anyone heaten up at the mine and no one ever bothered me but shortly before
T joined Uf7 the man I rode vith wac beaten up and 'Cudge! Baumgarner told
mc that I had better join up with UM, I joined because I had to or be ouf

of luck. My tools werentt stolen and I only had a fcw docks.

nJust a day or two aftcr I had signed W T q because the top of -
room wes working and vhon I came back the mext morning
said that hc was poing to give me a two day layeff. T to in tha e

rave ne two I take two, He said that 1 was fired ~ent in the wash-house
to change and I got mad and went back and asked whats the ideg are
you goins nuts. said that I had been laying oif to much. h
then cskod the Tlerk nouw nany dars Itd lost and if Itd signed up. The cler
zaid only 1 dey and that Id joined up. hen told me to put my
clothes on and go on dowm To work.

\
"] remembor voting in the second IWLRB election. “he UMY won this )
clection. I ‘ras surprised whon Uir7 won because I thought the men would
gtill votc PUL anyvey.

T am still out at lMinc B digging coal in Box. \

n7f I could have a frce and voluntary choice of unions I would
choose P,
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Re: JOHN L. LT7IS, oI il

ifen inc B rcoponed in 1939 they oloscd off Box.

NTERVIE W ITH
and‘ecause of squcezes & caveins. I donit imagine
ontinuc that cost them over 10,000,00 to start operations
d

again, I have read the above and it is true an

corract. )
/5

sritnesscd:

/s/ cinl sgent, FoB.I.
Special Lgent, FoB.I."
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INTERVIEY WITH U Springfield,

T Illinois, wos 9rviewe ome by Special
..\ ' Agents

of union activitiles. 1s not felt that—

o1, would make a goed

witnoss bccause he was reluctant to talk to the Agents and advised that
he was & fricnd of Mr. El shoff's.“has no known criminal re-
cord. He furnished the following signed s ment :

"Springfield, Ill.
September 15, 1943

"1 Springficld, I1l1. do

e r———
i e kbl o SEATE S 2 0TONE £O Spociul Agonts

“ of tho Federal Buresu of Invostigavicle
No threats or promiscs hove been made to causo me to moko this stetement

end I know that anything I moy say con be prosented in & Court of law,

started et Mino B : o5 W
nighte ond out of touch union activities. So for as I knew the UMNA
got along fino with Mino B officiuls beforc 1932. I don't know the rea-
son for the boginning of PMi and didn't teke any part in its permotiom.

1 never even sttended any union meotings under FPMA. Whon Mine B changed
its union affilietions I joined PMA with the othur engineers.

"I knew Pete Corter, Fronk Austin, Tony Plotch, and Chaerles Bo-
honnon out at Kine B at the time of the strike in 1937, but I nover heard
about any of them fuvoring UMiA or stirring up trouble, mnd I never heard
about them or any others being expelled from PMi., (m my job I didn't have

much contact with the miners and I have no knowledge of any contract or
wope difficulties at tho time of the strike in 1937.

#&mﬂ I wouldn't have any knowledge of conl bein aved B
2 )

imo of the strike.

80

sny anything about conditions bolow curing tho strike period.

"I don't rocall signing eny petiticn for FPMA or UMA efter the
strike started.

Y] returned to Minc B in 1939 as s PMA member, No one ever

r N ‘ - 101 -
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( &
RE: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

epproachod me to threnten me or beat me upe I

just joined up with TMMA elong with the o jority.
Wnen I roturned to Mine B the fans, holsting equip-
- ment, and boilers were in working condtion. 1
hove no knowledge of the condition of Mine B down bolow when we went

buck to work. -

"I never discussed the strike or union eituction with Mr. Elshoff
or Oscor Falcetti either during the strike or after I returned to work.

"I heve recd the above 23 pages of voluntary statements mnde by

ms., The scme ere true and correct.

™Jitnessed:

/s/
/s/

Snccial sgents, F. Be I
Springfield, Il1."
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

WaSs Joln!!y 1!1!6!’71!!!! !! !!! !!!

Springfiel 8, on Septemb \
B",

eaten by the UMW pricr to leaving Mine
anc is anti-Ukn. From interview, it wes the agents' impression he is of
questionable reliebility. He executed the following statement:

"Springfield, Illinois

[ 2P R, I T ] 1A
OBPLIMUBI 1V, LTV

make the following voluntary state-
whom 1 know to be Special Agents
ureau of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice,

ment to

of the Federa

"The first mine union I joined was the United Mine Workers of
America which will be referred to hereinafter as the UM, I joined this
union asbout I worked in some nine or ten mines before
I started working tiine I worked in all of these mines ms a
member of UMW,

"I have never held an office in & union office,. ‘However, I was &
check weighman at Mine B. fro til Januasry, 1940,

"I joined the Progressive Fine Workers of America, which will be
referred to hereinafter as the PMA, following the action taken by the other
miners at mine B in September, 1932, I took no active part in the formation
of FMA.

"2s far as I know the relations between Carl Elshoff and the UMW
prior to 1532 were satisfactory.

"] believe it was in 19536 when Carl Elshoff waes reported to be
interested in the operation of the Jefferson Mine at Spri.zfield, Illinois.
At this time I recall that Falcetti, under Elshoff's orders took eight or
ten men from Mire B out to the Jefferson lline and worked them out there. 1
also recall that the Jefferson "'ine at that time was operating under an
open shop and it later appeared that other men who were UM members were
brought to Mine B to work when that mine opened under the open shop in
Fovember, 1539, It appeare possible that the eight or ten men put in the
Jofferson Mine were T agitators. I think thet thercfore from the start
there was some working egreement between Elshoff and the UMT to have a UMN
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITE ma jority in these two mines, Mine B and Jefferson.
Between 13932 and 1837 Elshoff would never try to

Weontinueay WIS  get along with the FMA.

"4s fer as I knew the PMA miners got along well with, and liked,
and trusted the PUA officials.

"In 1936 the UM tried to obtain UMW sympathizers in the union
offices in the FLA. :

"1 knew the following men were UmW organizers both before 1937
and after the mine opered in 18329: Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrelevious,
Dominic Pasquale, Fete Carter, Trank Austin, Tomy Flotch, John (Cotton) !
Ananias, John Sirtout, Gcorge Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and
James Hale, /

"Sometime in December, 1936, just before the regular FMA locel
election, handbills appeared in the Mine B wash house, The bills read,
tvotc for Tony Ploteh for check wesighman and you will be voting for the

allii.! I do not know who put out these bills, I did not put them out
—

"It was my understanding that the PMA District Board members had
a clause in their contract with Elshoff by which the miners were to get

Iy S - - 3
retroactive Pay du\.a.ue back to Px?s il 1, 1837. This was not p“"‘" to the

miners., It was expected that PIA would get as good & wage scale as the
M5 would obtain,

"In April, 1937 at the mine offices therc was some amongst the miner-
who expressed dissatisfaction sbout what wages they were getting and that
they were not being paid what had been sgreed upon in the contract,

"The whole group of men whosc names are mention above in this

F U, P -d? et m CamaT imm
VOOK :l.uvu-\uuu.vb O1I Tnis 1:(;1;;15 and werc active in telld ing the

vould never get their rotroactive pay,

"sbout 1934 or 1935 thc top boss told me that Falcetti had instruec-
tcd him to go to the men who work on top of the mine and get them to
accept 2 lowor wage scale, That is, a scale lower than we were then
receiving. The Top boss, whose name I do not remomber refused and he was
fircd, He was & company man,

"I do not romember if I attendsd the PMA meeting on an 11, 1937,
I did hear that some UMV sgitators had been thrown out of the PIZA at that

mceting,



- Re: JOEY L. LETIS, ET AL

"] remember that on the next day which was Yay 12,
1937 the coal cars wecre shorted. I think the cars
were shorted in the %est part of the mine because
it was in that section that most of the UmN agitators
b including the men listed in this statcment were working, and the PE miners
2 in that scction 4id not want to work with them. 1 assume the other minors
N ¥ncw about the expulsion of these UMY egitators from the PMA., I could notice
. unrest among the miners on May 12, 1937,

continued

"1 helped picket ¥ine E after the strike etarted. I do recall

. . signing thc PMA petition of May 26, 1937.
S?Tiﬁ "] think the ettempted opening of liine B in September, 1937 was
= just & test to sec how many men would go to work under the UMW. Elshoff

would not lct FMA members work therc and and he and the UMW felt that the
mincrs by this time after being out of work all summer would be willing
o to go back te work under thc UMY, I think the same reasoning applies to the
';éﬁ two other attempts to opcn the mine. I heerd that during this period the
i mzjority of the foreign clement working in the mine were contacted at their
homcs and told that the mine would re-open if they joined the UMW,

"In the late Fo

shop,

told me ] u Cen O cneck Ar b R s
. desk. From'the wa _ﬁcscribcd it I understood this chock was made
s payable to Elshoff. BG Giso told mc once that Elshoff would not live up to

T his contract with the PUA.

£ "1 yoturncd to work at ¥Yine B on Rovember 6, 1539, the day it oponed
2 under the open~shop. 1 returncd as 2 FiA member, I never joincd the Ty
o after I jeined the PMA in 1832,

po: "Charlcs Bohmon,m came to me in the

3 surmer of 1940 st my home and askeG me ©to help tnom got the PMA mincrs to
gign over with the UMV. They said I would have my job as long as I wanted

it. They made another trip to my housc and on onc occassion Cudge Bumgerner
came by himself., Thesc men wented mc to help orgonize th: balance of the men.
They implied that I would get monmey for my trouble. They vere trying to get
B e me to sign up at the same timec. They figured that if I, as check wolghmen,

5 signed with the UMF the rest of the men would. Many of the miners came to mo
for genoral advise about mining affairs. They had confidence in me. Those
agitators know I could influence the men. They showed mc a list of the miners
who had signed up with UMA by that time and referred to somo of the names
of the mincrs they had persuaded to join the UMT. 1 head that practically
all of the Lithuanian and Italian mincrs had been contacted at their homes
by Falcetti in an effort to got them %o join the U,
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re: JOHM L, LEWIS, ET AL

"Because of my job at the mine the ¥,L.R.B, likened
my job to that of a company clerk or weighmen and
therefore I was not permitted to vote in either
¥X.L.,R.B. election.

"In the last part of 1941 I was still & PMA membor. At this time
about 2:30 Fli. one aftcrnoon 1 was in Falcettits office checking sheets and
Falectti ignored me. . This wes unusual and I thought something was wrong.
Atout a hclf hour leter I wes standing in front of the blacksmith's shop an
& man, whom I knew to beﬁ, came dircctly from the minc office
and mumblcd something a&s he passea mc. He stopped and when I turned my head
hz hit m- ovcer the head with a weapon and 1 fell. He hit me soveral times,

48 ho walked awoy from mc he szid, 'I would not comc back to the mine to work
anymore, '

"L few days before this happened I was working up in tho conl
tipple and a company man came up to vhere I was working and someonc ealled
That is how I know the namec of the man thet hit me as
ran, He was & strong UMW man, I figured he got instruc}/

tions to beat me from Falcetti. This was the last day I ever worked at

MYine B,

signed)

Special Agent, F.E.I.
| signed)
Special Agent F.B,I."

" jtncssed:
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RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ETAL

X % HITH "About a month before the striks in 1937, and before he was
m thrown out of PMA, FRAKNK AUSTIN came to my room in the mine,
sntinus I was & digger. BHe told ms if all of us would sign up with
the UMV ELSHOFF would sign & ocontract. He said he did not
know what I was Worxlng for bocauss PMA d4id not havs & oontract with BLSHOFF.
He wanted me to sign & UMI oard. I would not. I saw soms of these agi‘bntors
talking loudly with PMA members and heard they tried to get these PMi men to
sign up with the UMV. There was & lot of talk before the strike at the mine
to sign up the miners with UMV,

"I heard each one of these agitotors wers getting ten dollars:d
for each PMA man they signed up with the UMi{. They all looked like they were
making more money than they had before whsn they worked s rogular mine workers,
TONY PLOTCH, FRALNK AUSTIN, and ANDREW SCHRELEVIOUS bought new automobiles about
this t¢ime. I saw the new ours.

"] am not familiar with the wage soale trouble, exoept I know
I was supposed to get some back pay which I never received.

"I do not remember if I went to the PMA meeting of May 11, 1937.
I knew soms UM{ agitators had been throwm ocut of the PMi at this meoting.
hecrd about this the next morning from miners at the mine. I worked in Box
on the south side. I did not know ooal oars woro being loaded short. When I
came out of tho mine thot day I heard that oars from the west side had been
loaded short. I did not hear why they were loaded short.

"4t 3:00 p.m. on Moy 12, 1937 the company men came down to my
room and told me to come out of the mine. I usually quit work at 3115 p.m.

"I want back the nmext morning but the sirike had started end
no one went to work.

"I helped piockeot Mine B for more than throo wesks.
"I never worked at Mine B again,

"After the mino opened in November 1939 I went to the mine and
saw PALCETTI and %cld him I was siock. He told me to bring a dootor's certificats.
took him & doctor's sertificate and he kept it. About eleven months later
wos abls to work again and got another ocertifionte to show I could work.

1

T

* -

I took this to FALCETTI and the PMA Pit committeo went with me. I was still
8 PM. momber. I showed the certificate to him and he refused to let me work.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

: i H "He said I was too late. I am sure he would not let me work
w baocause I was still 8 member of PMA. There oould be no oth
optlnue reason. ' . :

"I never had trouble with anyone. Also at that time, while

®ALCETTI was turning me down there were fifteen or twenty other miners standing
around me in FAICETTI'S office, Some from the State of Pemna, They all

et - L a=1

signed up for work while I was standing there. I heard some of them telking
about having worked in mines in Penna,

"There was & miner name’ho is older than I am who
showed FALCETTI e sick certifioate the same day I did. I know this man re-
turned to work at Mine B & short time aftsr I had been turned down by
FLICETTI, who szid I was too late.

lmm +*

" n+_.t:-'| enad
v Wi Lt e o A
to work. Befors the strike, I had re!!used to sign up with the UMV. This
showed me that FALCETTI, who takes orders from ELSHOFF, favored the UMA.

"I have had thd onsisting of three and one half
pegos read to mo by nd it is trus and oorrect.
/e/
Witnassad:

Special agont, FBI" | .

un with ™MW bafore ha went baock

e S AT == U2 8

[
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

‘8.8 Special
d at Bpring-
inois, on September Y, . e appeared

cooperative and alert,

The following signed statement was obtained from_

"Springfield, Illinois
September §, 1943,

- s - i se ohmiary et
whom I know to be Special Agents

of the Tederal Tureau of !Eves!:.ga!lon, U.S. Department of Justice.

"I am presently residing at m&aringheld, )
Illinois. I am emplo e Panther (reek lkine pringfield. I wasl
born on

The first mire union I ever joined was the United Mine Workers
of Americe, referred to hereinafter as the Ww, in at ¥ine B, This
was the first time I ever worked in & mine. 1 wor here continuously
from that date until May 12, 1937 when it closed on strike. I returned to
mine B in Kovember, 1939, worked there two days and then quit and never
went back to nine B.

“The only office I ever held with either union was &8 a member
of the Triel Committee of the Progressive Mine Workers of America, referred
to hereinafter as the PkA, about 1936. I attended very few W and PMA
meetings. I took no active part in the formation of the FkA in 1932, but
merely went along with the rest of the miners when they joined the FPkA.
As far as I knew, the officials of Pi{A were good leaders and treated the
rank and file miners fairly. The PhA was run right as far as 1 knew. I
believe the other miners felt the same way.

"The relations between Elshoff and the UMA at Mine B prior to
September, 1932 seemed to be satisfactory but from April, 1537 until the
mine closed on May 12, 1937, Elshoff was not getting along well with the

FMA due to the negotiations on the oentract. Neither “lshoff or Falcetti
mede any remarks to my kmowledge indicating they favored the MR mt this

made any remarks mowledge indicating favore thi
time, but he was definitely dissatisfied with the negotiations on a now
contract with FAlA and I was told on May 12, 1937 that he refused to sign
a new contract,

"To my knowledge, the UMW never had & picket line and pever
distributed literature at kine B prior to May, 1937.

o



REsy JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

= ol "Y ¥mew the following men who were members of the
P.M.A., but who were sympathetic for the UMW and
COnLTinue who were agitators for the UMW at Mine B in the

spring of 1937; Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrelevious,

Dominic Pasquale Pete f‘arter Frank A‘.!Etln_. Tgnv Pl Dtﬂh John jnaniu.
ohn Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohnnnon. James Hale.

"I feel that Oscar Falcetti kmnew the agitating wes going on
and I heard that he was informed of it, but he did not take any action.
Prior to kay 11, 1937, the PUA trial Board tried several of the above
rentioned men, charging them with disloyalty to the union and several
were expelled e short time before May 11, 1937. I do not know how Falcett
wes informed that these men wers agitating for . I do not recall
attending the PMA meeting of May 11, 1837, and did no

tional men being expelled.

"I knew that coal cars were being shorted on May 12, 1937,
but I do not ¥now why. I was a digger at Mine B. I never received any
instructions to load cars short in my room, which was Box in the West
side of the mine. Sometime in the late efternoon on May 12, 1937, I was
rotified it was quitting time by the driver. I knew it was early, but
thought sometime had broken down. When I got to the top, I was told there
was @ strike as £lshoff would not sign a contract.

"] did not lmow the details of the wage scale trouble in 1937
with the exception that the PMA officiels advized un that Elshoff had
signed a retroactive contract that would pay back pay a8 of April 1, 1937.
I never hesrd the MW would be able to get s better wage scale arranpement
than the PHA. ‘

"I helped picket at Hine B off and on for several weeks in
1937. I only went back to Mine B one time during the shut down to go to
work, which I believe was in September, 1937, I heard the mine wae going
to open by the end of the month, Tihen I got to the mine the UKW orgenizers
were in the company office. I heard that only UMW men were going to work.
The mine did not open.

“shen the mine opened in Kovember 1839, I went back for two

days, got my tools and guit, I quit because I thought there was poing to
be trouble at the mine. No one st any time msked me to Join the LMW, but

WIZ Wi WMM AL AW ViR aiassw @ Ml S = e et A=)

I knew UMW men were trying to sign up miners.

"I never heard there was a fire at the mine from 1937 to 1939.
I signed the FM4 petition of ey 26, 1937 to show I was a member of that
union. I do not recall any other petitiome. I voted in the first NLRB
election on December 15, 1937 and as far as I know it was fair. I did not
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

- e vote in the second electiom.

W] have carefully read end fully uhderstand the three
pages of this statement and it is true to the best of

o

convinue

my knowledge.

witnessed:
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REs JOHN L, LEVIS, ET aL.

HTERVIE ] ]I
by Special .gen

8t his residence,
field, Illinois on September 9, 1943. He w
gquestions put to him, und appearsd Yo be elert und intelligent. He
furnished the following eigned stotenents

o2 =14 TITVd-t
Springfield, Illinocls

Septenber 9, 1943

to han I know to be Speoicl .gents
of the Federal Bureau o vestigotion, Ue S+ Depurtnent of Justice.

I arrived in the
United Stotes ond wos noturulized nt Springfield, Qllinois
in“ I am presently unonployed and live at —

Springiield, Illinoisa

"The first nine union I joined wi.s the United Hine Viorkers

PO . S |
be referred to LB the MMiJs I

Illinois and worked in the

—a | I s NN,

of ameries which will L {tar
oined this union in

*1n S cturted working in Hine B under the UM7T und worked
thers until thut nine closed dovn on Hoy 12, 1937. Ify Jjob in Iiine
B wes coall digginge I never held un office in « mine union.

"I worked ot Uline B £s o nenber of the UMT fran -m-
il 1932 at thut tinme the Fl. wus orgonized ot Mine B due To the
fuct thut the miners hud voted uguinst & lower woge sctle wnd JOHN
L. LETIS cluined the bullots were stolen ind tried to push the new
woge sow.le through regurdless of the wishes of the ronk wund file.

"1 did not help to orgunize the Progressive line lYorkers of
nanericu which is being referred to us the P, but I willingly joined
thot union becuuse I wus being cheated by the Uifi.

"It seened to ne that ELSHOFF nevor did go out of his way
to get tlong with PHu officiclse I renmenmber th.t when little
grievunces wers tuken to him he would not oooPerL.'ba with the Pl
commitieas.

"I wos ulwuys sutisfied with the Plin und its lecders und I
believe the other miners felt the sune wuye. &4t letst I never heard
any oconplaints fran the minerse
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KZr JOHN L. LEIS, ET ul.

THTEAS bCaded® "I attended most of the WM/ and Ptia meetings
while I worked wunder these unioms.
(continued)

"l do not recull the details or eircumstances
cf the wuge soule controversy, but generally speuking I wee interested
in the Pli. because I liked the union. I felt the miners were being
treated folrly under the FPllaa

"1 think ELSHOFF'S nttitude towurd the P wos oleurly indi-
otted when he wus finally shown by the first N.L.R.B. clection that
the Pla hud the vust mojority wund he still would not open the mine
-nd let the Fil. miners work.

"after the mine hnd been cloged down on trike for sametime,
it becumc common talk wmongst the miners thot ELSHOFF must be getting
viid by someone to keep his mine closed.

"1 never saw t U7 picket line at the mine. I never saw any
W7 litercture distributed at the mine while I worked et line B,

fIt was the gonernl opinion 4t the mino the following non
wheo were working os nembers of the PlL. at line B were bought over by
i to ugitate for thut union ot thot miney JOE AL3NESE, IDREN
SCHRELEVIOUS, DOMINIC P.SQUaLZE, PZTE C.RTER, FR.MK LUSTIN, TOWY PLOTCH,
JOIN (COTTON) LINL1.S, JUH! SIETOUT, GEJORGE JnCu Y, EIURY JuCJLY,
CERLZS BUH.NNOH, und JJ4IES Huld.

"I observed that CAMRLES BUHNNON und ()IDREI SCHRELEVIOUS

spent . lot of momey in burs ond salooms im &owntown Springfield,
about two yeurs before the strikcs. They scenod to htve u lot of
noncy 211 of a sudden. It looked like theso nen whose nunes .re
mentioned obove were more prosverocus during the neriod betwoon 1936
.nd 1937. ©¥No one hus ever tilked to mo tbhout joining the Uifls How=-
ever, meny of the miners were unvorouched for this purpose, but I

guces thay thought I was too strong from the Plli.

"I attonded the Pll. Speciul meeting om Moy 11, 1937 when somo
miners, about five I think, were thrown out of the PHM. uniane 1 voted
to have thom throwm out because there wus evidenoce thot they were
double-crcssing the Piiie I oun mot renmomber the testinomy tguinst
them, but I remember that it wes strongly cguinst thene 1 do renomber
thot LNDRE! SCHRELEVIOUS, TONY PLOTCH, PETER C.RTER, tnd DWMINIC
PuSQULLE were included in this group who were thrown out of Pliue
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REs JORN L. LE'VIS, ET ul.

T, T m

"I helped pioket Mine B for two or three manths.
continued I went out to the mine enoh of the three times it
‘ tried to open, but did not go to work bectuse the
M/ men were tllowed to go down in the mine. None of us Plli members
would work there ot this time for thuat reasmae

"I signed the Pldu petition of luy 26, 1937 to show I ws &
member of the Iln.

"1 think the first W.L«R.B. election in December, 1957 was

foir end I never heard any campluinte from tnyone who stid it wis not
fuirs.

"I huve rewd this statement cansisting of three und one halp
pugcs und it is true and correct to the best of my knowledgoe

e _

lB.II

Speciul agent, FeBel."
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL.

’-\1 - »

Xk' : at his residence tember 10, 1943
. ' by Special Agents md peaks very
" . broken Engliish and had oriy a 1air erstanding o e ac es at Mine

"~ e was repeately contacted by an UMT organizer, until he finally joined
L Ulr/ to hold his job. He executed the following written statement,

uSpringfield, Illinois
September 10, 1943

e following sipgned state-
ment to a whom I know to be
Special ngents of the rederal Bureau ol Investigation, U. 5. Depart-

ment of Justice.

"I reside a and I am presently
unemployed. I was i in
the United States, entéring a
I became a naturalized U.5. citiz

Iliinois.

"The first minc union I joined was the United }ine liorkers of
Amcrica at ine A, Springfield, Illinois in I only
worked st Mine A for three or four months a en sta working
at fine B about worked at liine B contimuously from

until the ) :ay 12, 1937. 1 went back to ifine B

when it re-opened in November, 1939 and vorked in this mine until
tiay, 1943. I quit at this time as thc work was too hard for me.

"I joined the United Pinc Workers, referred to hereinafter as
the W ., in =nd remained a member of that union until 1932 when
the Progressive line workers of Amorica, referred to hereinafter as
the PMa, was organized at Yine B. I joined this union when Carl
Eishoff signed a contract with this union at Mine B. I did not take
any active part in the formotion of this union, I never held an
office in amy union. It was my belief that the FUA fought more
for the rights of the miners than the U did, I thought the RA
was a good union and had good lcaders.

"Prior to 1932, Elshoff had trouble with the UM/ in settling
grievances, but from 1932 to 1937 he had more trouble with the PMA,
T fcel that Falcetti and Elshoff favored the UL because that union
did not cause him 8o much trouble, That union did not fight so hard
for the miners rights. I never heard either Elshoff or Falcetti
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Re= JOEN L. LETIS, ?T }»Lo

r 7 make eny atatemente on this matter,

- =]

"gefore the mine closed down im Mey, 1937, Pete Carter and
several other men working at Mine B were agitating for the UMW and said
the PMu did not have & corntract with Elsheff. No one ever esked me to
join the VLW et this time. I had no kmowledge of the wage scale trouble
in 1937 and I went to only = few meetings. I wes not at the BA meeting
on May 11, 19:7, and never heard sbout any miners thet had been expelled
from the PWA.

T0on May 12, 1927 some coal cars were loaded short, but I did
not know why. The mine closed on this day end I believe it closed be~
cause Elshoff wanted t. sign up with the UM/. 7 did not hear FElshoff
make any statement to this effect. I knew that Elshoff was friendly
with the ™7 and T &lsoc believe that the miners at Mine B were 85, PMA
Mmerlia

"I signed the PMA petition on Mey 26, 1937 to show I was & PMA
member. 1 signed no other petitions.

*The first NLRR election on December 15, 1937 was fair. There
wes no doubt about thet in my mind, I do not believe the second FLRB
election on February 21, 1941 was fair as the men had already signed up
with the UM in order to get steady work. I helped picket for & few
weeks in 1957, but did not go back to work until the mine opened in
November, 1939, In November 1939, I went back to work as a PMA member
but I joined the UM in January, 1941,

"1n Janucry 1941 Pete Carter came to me in the mine and asked me
to join the Wiw. I told him no. Carter said, 'you will lose your job
if you do not sign'., Carter was med vhen he taulked to me and he talked
to me wlmost every day until I signed with the UMJ. Some other UM. organizers
from the UM7 office building in Springfield came to me at the mine to get
me to join that unionm. 1 do not know the names. /

"1 dié not want to joi (; but I did join to keep my job.
I knew that zot beetings because they would (
not join. On one ocaession, and Pete Carter came to my

house and tried to gct me to .. 1 did not join at this time, but
later I signed a card &t the mine and gave it to who was

a U}, organizer.
"l have had this statement read to me bym
because I ceunot read much English. All of these € PLEES NAve DoEen ree

- 117 -




.

Res JOHN L. LEVIS, FT AL.

erstand all that i8 written
1t is 21l truc.

/o/ S

NTTEV IS gl to me end I und
on each page.

{Continue

nyitnessed:

specinl agon -B.1.

Spociel AEUDT, .B.I1. "
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

o s:-cfield,

i St i iewed 2 s hone by Special
T11lin o
‘ -
N ! II' !! 5; * witness
was very cooperative, but i1 18 no e a

due to his inability to speak ®nplish very well. . . ' cte§ as inter-
preter during the interview, Ile also lacked detailed m*or::‘xatlon about
t1e controversial facts of this case, He has no known crininal record.

-upplied the followins signed statement.

n3pringfield, I11
September 10, 1943

"I, ake the follawing
statenent who have
identified thenseives S>pecial Agents o e rederal Bureau of
Investipation, No threats or pronises of any kind have been made
to et me to nake a statement and I know I do not have to nmake a
statenent and alsc that what . may say can be used in a court of

law,
%] was born in “ care to U.S, in
and becane a naturalized citizen ol U.5. 1n t Springfield
T11, I first started to work in the dnes near Springfield in nd

ioined U, . at that tire. I first began to work at liine tg' a0

M.b. when it was first formed and as far as
uble with John L. Lewis and everybody change

[ ]

s so o

so I changed too, As far as I lnow there was no diZference
P.'".A. &and U,.", as far as Klsho’f was concerned.

I know
d to

"I know liine 'R' closed down in about 1937 Lecause John L. lLewis
was trying to get control of the union again.

"I did picket duty while the miners were on a sitdown Strike. 1
Stayed on the picket line until we were ordered off by an injunction

2+ 1 A — _ : a3 .
and -ald we should go home,

"I remember signing a petition for P,M.a. shortly after the
strike occurred,

" voteq in the Government election in which the P.M.:. won by
a2 large majc?rlty. I warked on W,P.i, v hile all the trouble was going
on at the nminc except the time I picketed,
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Res JOIN L, LEWS, 7T /L.

nT went Lack to the mine when it opened on an open
shop basis and after working there for a while I saw
that the najority was all joining U.M.%. so I Joined
too. I ttas a momber of P.'LA. beforc that and paid

COLL1NuE

dues to P.U..l.

#T have no choice of unions and think they erc just to get money
out of the niners.

"I don't undcrstand BEnglish very well and I talk mostly to my
riends and vhen they changed fran P.iL . to U.M.¥W. I changed too.

#Y hove had this 2 pare statement read to me in presence of-
nd it is true and corrcct,

/<!

Speeianl Leent, F.R.T.
Special ‘gent, F.B.I.M
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BE: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

Special
hgents at his resi-
dence, eld, Illinois
on Scptesber 12, 1943. He appearcd anXil on his theories con-
cerning c :ndltions existing 2t Mine B during t.he pcrtment perind, It is not
believed that his judgment is sound duce t) his inability to concentrate on a
print for any length of tiue. H: wowd not nake a good witness generally.

INTERVIE ITH

He furnished the foll wine sined statenents

#Springfield, Illinois
September 12, 1343

el I . - o3t Sreeis Lo of the.
an whom I knom ¢ be Special Agents of the

Focoreol Burcau of Investigetion, B.5. Departuent of Justica.

entered the United Stot »

in and I wvas naturalized ot innis abHut 1

an prosently living at rinzfield, Il1linxs and
orking at the Panthor Creek [fine W am prosently & member of the

Pr,, rcssive Mine Workers of anerica which will be referred to herecinaftzr as
the Pll.. -

was born i

AThe first minc uniun I cver joined was the United Mine workers ~f
Anerica which will be ; the UE/. I joined this unior
in t the The first nine I
worke within :
under the UMJ. T worked at two othoer nines located
started workin; at Minc B, Sprin;ficld, Illinois in

11in0ols bzl oire
under the UMT,

®The only union ffice I have ever held wzs as a nenmber of the Pit
Comdttee in a cine in '

4

%] think Blshoff was trying to fool the miners at Mine B priur to
1932 by attenpting to sell the niners bonds which would be backed by stock which
was admittedly low jrade stock. The noney was supposed to be token out of the i
wares »f the wdners. The ownership o>f the bonds was %o be transforrcd to the
ainers. }ost of the miners would not stand for it. I ropember that Tomy
Plotch arecd to take a bond, but the M5 local at Hine B discoura <d it and
the project fell throw :h. Jf-lsxh ff adnitted to ne that the stock backing the
bonds was low rade stock and that this was in effect a cut in wates.

%7 voluntarily joined the Fl4 in Scptember, 1932, The Pl was forued

" due to the hih handed toctics of Jshn L. Lo is in attouptin: to disrciard
the expressi ns of the winers os far as the wage scalc mattor was concerned.
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- *

NIERVIC - "Conditions between Eishoff and P, appeared t> be nrual
on e ‘IOQQ nhll»-i'\ syt edw v b he e f e +ha di‘!"bb on
Lk S Tt g CALS MW o Y I#ULJD |~ - wi
LIIUCL Haf 12, 1937. '

"I was always satisficd with the lecadership »f the P4 and T felt
I was puing treated fzirly by the PHAL lcaders,

"I havc not attended many UITV or P meetings.
"I thirk the PHA leaders were trustworthy.

"It is 1y opindon that althou~h there was a certain anwnt of 81s-
satisfacti n sver the v, e scile guestion involvin:, the existing eontroet be
tvicen Elsh~£f and the IMu. bef re the strike, yet the rincrs were wholc heartc
behind the Pl4.. They still roncubered the nethods used by the MW lcaders t:
;zain their wn ends and nt actually repruscntin: tho niners.

"1 knw that Vorinic Pasquelc, Pete Carter, Frank sustin, Tony
Pl.tch, John Sirtout, Geor: e and Eory Jucaway, Charloes B)hann n and Janes

[, PR PR T . . —batl

Hale worc we DKL - av LIl il iy the tiuc the strike startcd,

"However, about a nonth bofurc the strike Geor:e Sirtout talked t-
nc abut the contractual relations between Elshoff and the ML and that we
i ht nover et the beek pay. It appeared that Sirtout was swilne the seecs
»f discontent.

"It appcared thzt blshoff, by not tryin; to got tether with the !
on the rctroactive wat, question, was tryin to force a strike, He knew we

WO'U..LG never DC SatlBIlCU '\';4 W)rl{ BIILI'C m;br 1Y .LJHLI' Ta (- SCcalu Dﬂ&ﬂ 51;.!.[)“'
lated in the UM contract,

nIf the retrosetive we e clause was not set forth in the PMA contract
with Elshoff, then Elsh.ff doliveratoly oisrcpresented the meunins of the
contr-ct to A or put somethin, uver on the FPii kceping in nind the effcets
of this »nc the wen and ivin the ML rounds to start or.onizin: for that
uni »n.

Tt wus oy understandin_ thet we would ot retroactiwe pey. There
5

was no feelin: that PI%. would be uncble to et as goud a wa, alc as the
Uk,

There wac sone talk at the nine on pay days in the Sprin- of 1937
abut thc vwa,~:s. Therc was n»> disturbance as far as I knm,
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LR T LT W] think I attended the PML meeting: un Mey 11, 1937 %
renenber that sone MM! or anizers were thrown out of
c niLinue %i at that tine.

"0n lay 12, 1937 thercz was ;cner:lly an understanding at the nine
that caal cars were to be shorted because of the wapge scale, and :onerally
b.cause the company was tryin: to nmake trouble. This is va'ue in zy mind and
I &~ nt renecbor exactly why short cars were loaded.

"T helped picket the idne until the Federzal injunction.

"T J. not rencnber si onin o any potition, but I way have sined any

"T o not roucuber, but I think I went t. the :dnc each tiue it trio
t- re-cnen to prevent the UIN7 fros o»in: dwn in the mine, I think the TFT
anly hal a fev nmen at the nine on these osccasioms.

"I was n°t in sympathy with the Federal injunction of Decenber, 1377

" wvoted in the first N.1L.R.B. electivn, 1 renenber thot unsi ned
hanibills were passed out on th: corner hear the arsenal bef re the election,
which hanlbills —avc the inpression that we would be better T if we voted I
mr..

nNo one tolked to ore: abet hw I should wveote. It was 2 fair electi-

#"The sec nd N.L.R.B. clectln was fair cxecopt that .aany miners who
v tod for U7 were afraid the tr uble at the mine w uld e.ontinuc,

"The last day I cver worked at Mine B was on Moy 12, 1937,
s

,-,—

*iitnosseds Speeial woent F.B.T.
Speeial i unt, F.B LY
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Rei JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AlL.

i, . S— -
,'\\‘\‘ . T1linnis, vias intly interviewed by Special ._.i_.antB
C\ M t his residence,
by —speaks very broken English, 4 organizers st the
[ mi

ne were his friends, and never asked him to Join the UMY, but that he
did so voluntarily. He executed the following written statement,

"Springfield, Tllinols
September 10, 1943

T S

I'know to be Spec:.al ;
t:Lon, U. 5. Department

of Justice,

ingfield, T1llinois and

I wmas
arrive e unived States in

a U.S, citiz.en in Springfield,

"The first mine union I joined was the United }‘ine Workers of
hmerica, referred to hereinafter as the UM, about t Call City,
ed at the 0ld

I1lincis., I worked there for & couple of years,
nd from

tiest Mine in Smringfield frmma :
worked on WPA. In 1935 I went to vor {ine and con work
there until the mine closed on May 12, 1937, When the mine re-opened

in November, 1939 I went back to vork there as a P4 man., I am refer-
ring to the frogressive lfine workers of america, I werked there until
the Fall of 1940 and quit because I was sick., In the first part of
1940 I joined the U7 because most of the miners were joining the UM/,
No onc asked me to Join the UM ..

"] reside at
I ar employed

"I was not working in the coal mines from 1932 to 1935. Tihen
I started in ¥ine B, I joined the Bia. I went to only a few Plh
meetings and do not know how Elshoff got along with the PMA union.
hs far as I kncw, both the Pt'a and the UMTJ treated me fair. I Just
wanted to work and had no trouble with anyone. No one asked me to join
the Ui, I do not know anything about the wage scalc contract, or

the wage scale trouble between Blshoff and Local 54, PMi.

n"T knew the followingz men who worked at ¥ine B, They weore work-—
ing at Kinc B, while I was there., They never came to me house., They
did not ask me at any time to join the UMI; Frank sustin, Tomy Flotch,
Dominic Pasquale, James Hale, Charles Bohannon, John Ananias, George
Jacaway, John Sirtout, Joe .lbanecse, Lndrew Schrelevious, I never heard

- 124 ~




Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET LL.

1MToAVIT L TTH that any miners had been expelled from the PMA. I
did not go to the Pl meeting on May 11, 1937 and did
OnLinue not hear any men had been expelled from the PMi.

"It:is oy belief that Mine B closed because of the trouble over
back pay, I think the miners loaded short coal cars on iay 12, 1937 becauce
they did not et their back pay. I do not remember signing any petition
in 1937. I voted in the NLRB election on December 15, 1937 when the PM4 won,
I thou ht the election was fair. I do not remember voting in the second elecw’
tion,

"T have carefully read this statement consisting of two pages and
it is true and correct. I understand all of it, and no threats or promises
were made to get me to make this statenment,

/s/ T

Tyitnessed:

/3/

Spceeial Lgent




¢
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Re; JOHN L. LETIS, ®T AlL.

llinois, on 8cptember 11, 1943, by Specisa
felt the PMA did not whon
h- : € son Wine, He was cooperative in answering

v _
ull questions asked. ‘He executed the following statement.

Illinois
September 11, 1943

akc the following voluntary
whom I know to

tigation, U. 8.

s "1,
' statement to
be Specinl ag
Depurtment of Justice,

Illincis. I am presently employed &

Tlligeis, bodge numbe
T WLS orn on 1 arrived in
the United Statcs u wis naturaitized and become o U.S.

cltizen tbout -throug mv father,

"The first Mine union I Joined was tho TUnited

ine workers of
_merica, referred to hercinafter as the UMV, about t Springfield,
Illinnis vhen T started working at the Pcobody Mine s near

Springfieid, 311. I worked under the UM in coal mines from to
From t viorked for the From 1931
o cbout 1935 1 ned no reguler emnloyment, ¢ tnd on 8t

the Jefferson Mine in Springfield.

"ibout the first part of 1936, I started working at Minc B as
& company man on top and werkod there until it closed on Way 12, 1837,
I was ot the mine for sbout two days when the Progressive Mine Workers
of amcricn, rcferred to hercinafter as the FMi, were picketing a short
time after the mime closcd. I never attomptsd te return 1o werk &t
Mine B during the striking period, when the mine tried to re-open.
1 2id return to work at ¥ine B in the early part of 1941, as a member
of the M":, for thaot union had the bargaining rights at the mine at that
time. I workecd for ebout four days end quit becaus

I never returned to the mine to work,

"] joined the PMy at the Jefferson Mino, Springfield, Illinois,

sometimec between 1932 and 1935, I do not remember the exact dute I
Joincd the P because part of the time ul the Jefferson Mine there was
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Re: JOHN L. LEZIS, RET L.

INTRVIA! "VITH no union, and leter the PM. got the contract
and still later, the M got the contract., I
joined the PM. at the Jefferson Mine when the
™y, hed the contract, I do not rscall the exact
date of joining the PM. as thot mine for & time did not have & umion. 1
recell that I wus a member of the PM. when I transfered from the Jefferson
Mine to Mine B sbout 1836. I was instructed to report to work st Mine B
by the Top boss et the Jelfurson mine whose name mh I

continued to vork ot line B. &5 & PM. member until i¥ closed on oy 12, 1987.

"From 1936 until Mine B closed in Moy, 1937 I was not familier
vith the feelings of Falecetti or Zlshoff regarding either union. The
closing of the mine wes o complete surprise to me., When I worked &t the
Jeffersorn mine undcr the PM., thut mine was in Receivership and the opera-
tor did not pay us 1007 of our pay. However, the PM, continued to
take the full amount of dues end assessments out of my woges. I there-
fore did not like this wnd felt we were not being trsated feirly. I
continucd to work just to make 2 living and not becausc 1 liked the PM..

I got my full poy et Mine B und there wus no unfair trestment, I can
only say ageinst the PMa, thot at the Jefferson mine, prior to 1936,
thet union did not tremt thecir members feirly bocause of tho nbove resson.

W, mootings. The only office I ever
of the T for cbout throe months in

fow Y, or

"I went to ve
held in o union was

wt the mew the following men who worked
i% inc g prior to the minc ciosing down im 1837; Joe ALlbanese, _ndrew Schre-

levious, Dominic ®tsquele, Pete Corter, Frank ,ustin, Tony Plotch, John
Lnonins, John Sirtout, charles Bohunnon, Jumes Hels.

"] did not kmow if thcSc men or ony oth'r men wore orgeniters or
cgitutors for the UM, ot Mine B, No on. contncted mo on the matter
of joining up with the WM.

"I hcd no personcl contuct with Fnlcetti or Blshoff. T did
eoa ke Yo oa . Al o— —o- ALl a- oamo—an dVead m e TWer el Ll -2 en dliar -
NOT KLOW ¢ men gy wlrw 11 1lvlUGly wawi or which union WOGY Wi

eny. I just worked, pzid my ducs und nothing more.

"1 did not ettend the PMA meeting of Mey 11, 1937, but I heard
the next dey that somc of the R, members were expelled. I heard
this by word of mouth u«t the mine.

"I ¥new Bomc coal curs were loeded short, but 1 never kmew why.
I worked on top &t the time, und did not have any knowledge of whet wes
going on below., 71 signed the PM. putition of Muy 26, 1937 to show I
wes & P, member..I do not recall signing eny other petitions.
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Re: JOHW L. LEWIS, T AL.

"I believe the NLR3Z election in December, 1937
was fair, The PUA won by a large majority and I
feel this election showed the miners true feel ings
at that time, T am not sure if I voted in the second

NLR election in February 1941,

onty

"I am not .a member of either union now, I merely Jjoined the
union that had the contract at the mines I worked at, Ome union is as good
as anoth7r wnion as far as I am concerned,

"I have read and fully understand the four pames of this state~
ment and it contains the truth to the best of my knowledge.

/s/ S
R

"Witnessed:

SR ) - 128 -

5 - e s L TR e A% M T R e LI % mEat TR L i e g RN S e T



Re: JOEN L. 1EJIS, ET L.

- R %}y pecial i.gents
- at his residence,
£ field, Illinois on September 9, 1943. H

answered the questions put to him, He is nentally slow and his English
is difficult to follow, He furnished the following signed statement,

"Springfield, Tllinois
September 9, 1943

L make the following voluntary statement
tc Y , whom I know to be Special-
Agenis o i¢ regeral Bureau ol Investigation, U.5. Department

of Justice.

Y presently reside am Springfield,

Iilinois, T am presently unemploycd. as n o

m. I arrived in the United States in
cnit : zed U,S. Citizen in

®The first mine union I joined was the United }Mine ~.orkers
of America, referred to hereinafter as the UMJ, at Illinois
in October I never held an office in any .
ked in the mine at

inois.

"In started vorking at Mine B and worked there until
sugust 27, 1942, when I quit work.

"T joined the PL., the Progressive linc “orkers of America,
in 1932 when the miners at Mine B signed up with the PMA. I joined
becausc everyone else joined. I liked the Pk,

"The reletions between Elshoff and the UL before 1932
were good. From 1932 to 1937 Blshoff did not like the Fl4 union.
I do not belicVe he wanted to sign a contract with them, The PUA
officials seemed to deal fairly with the members of the Ptii. T
went to most of the union meetings when I was working under the
UM, and the PtY.. &ll I know about the trouble in 1937 at Hine B
was that Elshoff did not want the FMi men to work in that mine
and he closed it down, Also, the FMi. men did not want to work
at the mine when the UM. members worked in the mine,

"I had no understanding of the waga scale trouble in 1937.

Before the mine closed in Vay, 1937, UM .. men came to my house
threc times to get mep to join the GM.. I do not rcmember their
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL,

INTERVIEN WITH names, I told them that I would wait and see
how the other miners joined, and when everybody
< joined, I would join.

nOn the picket line, after the mine went on strike, I helped ‘wateh
the mine for mere than tuo weeks after it closed in 1337, to keep the
U¥ . men from working, % hen the mine tried to re-open three different
times, before November 1939, I did not try to go back to work but
when the mine opened as an open shop in November, 1939, I went back to
work as a PMA miner.

"Then I went back to the line in November, 1939, many UM organizers
walked around in the different rooms in the mine and asked the men o
join the UMw, I renmember only the names of Frank sustin and Peter Carter
who talked to me. These men promised better working conditions and every-
thing good under the UMW, but they did not threaten me. Nore and more
47 men started working in this mine; so te keep my job 1 signed up with
the 1'%, in January, 1940. I Joined this union just to keep my Job
T did not want to join the WMy, I was satisfied working under the PMA.

®1 never saw anybody get a 'licking! because I was not around,
but I heard some BA men got 'lickings' because they would not join
the T,

1T am not sure if I signed any petitions in 1937, I do not re-

b J VY
member much about the NLRB elcctlons, but T heard t.he" were 'crooked?

because the FPNA won the first election and the MM won the second

election, -
"] have carefully read this statement and I know what it means

and I understand everything written on these pages, It is all true

as best as I can remember, ,

# Witnessed;

- FarEad
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RE: JOHN L. LE7IS, ET AL

e

Y : - <12, 1ot
was jointly intervievwed at his reSidence on September 12,

1943 by Special Agents d

was a member of the FMA Trial Board a 0 e

" strike in 1937, but appears to have a very poor recollection of the business
handled by thc Board during the strike period and prior to that time. He was
cooperztive, seemed sincere, is still a member of the PMA, and presents a good
appearance. He executed the following signed stetement:

8Springfield, Illincis
September 12, 1943

R, "I _ make the following voluntary statement

_and “ vhom I know to be Special Agents of the FedeTar
ureau of Investigatlolly, Ue. S. Department of Justice.

"] r¢side a Springficld, I1l. ‘I am presently
employed at the Fanther Crouck sine w<, il springfield, as a momber of the
Progressive 24 ¥ioriers of America, roferred to hereinaftor as the PMa, I

was born on The first union I jolned was
the United Ming : , 0 hereinafter as the UMA, in
From _until «b I worked in coal mines
A Y. 1In approximately started working at Mine B
as a digger. I worked there until May 12, 1 when that mine closed down

on strike. I hclped the FIl. picket for a short time at Mine B in 1937 but I
never did return to work at Minc B after that time.

The onl: offices T hav: hold in unions werc as follows;

-——-————-———-——

. "] was not familiar with the relations between Eishoff and the TMT
prior to 1932. The sume applies to the rclations between Elshoff and the PMA
from 1932 to 1937, with the exception that I believe the PMA had more griev-
ances to settle. I voluntarily joined the PMi in 1332 when that union obtained
the bargaining rights at Mine B. I took no active part in the formation of
that union.

' "It is my opinion, and I feel the other men felt thc same way, that
the P&, of ficials were honest, capable and gave the rank and file miners fair
trcatment. I believe the miners were satisfied with the P, and did not want to
join any other mine union. Between 1932 and 1937 I gained the opinion that
Eishoff favored the UM, but I havc nothing tangible to base this opinion on.
about april, 1937, I was on the Mda Trial Board at Mine B. I knoew the followf-j
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RE: JOUN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Iz - UTTH employecs at Minc B to be organizers for the UNG, and at
the samc time werc holding PM. membership cards; Charles
con e Bohannen, Emory Jacaway, Tomy Plotch, Frank austin,

Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, andrew Schrclevious, Joe
nlbanese, James Halc, John Sirtout and John Ananias.

"Thesc above mentioned men were attempting to persuade the miners
to join the Ud. by contacting them in the mine amd at their homes. In the last
part of april or the first part of May, 1537, the following men were expelled
for disloyalty from the Fil.. By this, I mean they wcre trying to swing
the riners to the UM; Joc albanese, hAndrew Schre.evimus, Pete Carter, Frank
~ustin, and Vominic Pasquale. I am not sure if I attcnded the PHA meeting on
May 11, 1937 and do not rce:ll having heard of the meeting. T do not know hov
Elshoff or Falcetti fclt about cither union &t this timc. I was not familiar
with the detuils of the wape scale controversy in 1937, but 1 d:.d expact same
back pay which I have not roceived.

"On May 12, 1937 I worked in Box-South Section, and loaded my
cars full. Yhe men in that nart of the mine wer. loading full cars. I did
not know about thc sihort cars until after quitting time that doy. 1 never knew
wh, - thc cars wore loaded short.

u] recall si_ning the Pl petition of liay 26, 1937 to show I was a
P, member. I did not sign any othur petitions and I he‘.rd of no others. I
did not go back to thc mine when it attemgsted to roopen. I voted in the
NLRE clection on Decumber 15, 1937. The FIL won by a large mojority and I
felt the clection indicated  the true feclings of the men. I thought this
was o fair clcetion. Since I was not working at the minc in 1941, 1 did not
voto in the sccond NLRB elcetion.

"No onc ever attempt.d to persuade me to join the UMI. T never heard
any thre:ts made to get miners to join the WM., I havc no information indi-
catin, that blshoff want.d to sim up with the WM.

2T h
S Y

o re
it is truc and correct.’

ave read av}d 111w

T itnesse s
M' I.

!pccl MI!-%LH, !l.B.I.“

1
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RE: JOKM L. 1E.IS, ET 4L

Vi

Scotembor 12, 1943, He appearc

jewed by Special Agents
t his rcsidence,
s 11linois on

pringii.
onzl:r sympothetic for the UMY, He

is int.liiyont, alert =nd deeisive in his romarks. ¥e furnished the following
signed stotoncont: -

iSpringficld, Illinois
Scptexmber 12, 1343"

makc the following voluntary statement to
thor I know to bz Speeial agents of the
. Department of Justice.

"I w.s born
uncmpiory d, and living a
My last cmployment was with

Tllinois, I am presantly
crinpficld, Tllinois.

Springfield,
Iil.

"The first pinc union I joined was the Unlth Minc workers of America
which will be referesd hereinaft-r as the ML, T Joincd this union

at this time I wes employed at the

"I worked at other mines in Spr

insficld under the UL before I
startad working at Mine B which was about

when I start .d working in Mine B i
1 held this job nbout six or seven months.
I worked as a compuny jadn.
ouL 51X months after the strike ended in 1939,

I was a track

T wont brexk to work on the Jth of Hovember, 1939 when the mine
About June, 1940 I became & WFace Boss!
rAcK Liuny timbermen, company men and diggors.

re-op.ned,
and I then hoa che

nIn 1932, when the Pl was formed, Elshoff first refused to sign a
contract with PL, 2t minc B, us I undgrstood it, he claimed it was an illcenl
orpnnization and also thet hu still weld a contract with IMf7, Lt this
tinc most of the men at Mine B want.d to join the PM.,

"Shortly aftcr tho 714, was organized and beforc the PML and Elshoff
sisned a contract, about fourtecon of us ﬁho siecre s5till mombors of the U got
voether and trlLd to keep the locsl Ul charter. I wanted the MY to re-
poin at Minc B. I do not rcmomber the namc of these other nmen.
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RE: JCEN L. LF.IS, ET Al

A RIIRYARN "The Pil. asked me to join that union, but I would not.

Later on, about three months later, I did sign up with
onlinug the PMi. a5 a nev member. At that time PMA had o eclosed

n shop agreement with Elshoff and I was compclled to
Join Pl or losc gy joo.

"I was nover threatcned by any PHA members®. to join the PM.L. Be-
ccuse I did not siym up with PiL., somc months before that, I was compelled to
pay on initiation fee. I was one of seven who were madc to pay this fee.

“In Moy, 1937 a Pli. Board Member cazlled the strike at Mine B and
nover produccd o ostrike order frou the President of th: State District of
Pi.. It is wmy opinion thot it was an illegal strike,

n.s for 2s I know the PML ron: and file miner was satisfied working
under the Pt fros 1232 until 1937,

*] never hecerd that the M. loaders ot Yinc B werc not trustworthy,
but I heard some men complaining about high asscssments, but they did this
in thc Ulf: and every othcr local where I have worked.

"] was satisfiad working under the PIL.. I had & good wcge scale and
had no fewlt to £find generzlly. I knew the following mens  Joe hlbunese,
androw Schrelevious, Dominic Posquale, Pete Carter, Fronk austin, Tony
Plotch, John (Cotton) inanius, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Enory Jacaway,
Churles Bohamnon, and James hale. It was runored that they werc organizing
for the UM.. They nover contected ic. :

"To 1y knowled c, Falcctti and Elshoff did not fuvor either PML or

i
1ia

1T did not underst.nd the woge scile controversy.
"T attended only a fow UL wnd Iloter PMA mectings.

"I rccall hearing that soue Uil organizers werc cxpelled from Pa
and the next day th. miners wcnt on strikc becausc Elshoff refused to dischar~:
these nen.,

"1 rcaeubor encl cars Worc shorted on the day of the strike, but I
do not know why. I worked nignts ~11 of this time and I wos not too well
acquzinted with vwhat lapponed during the day.

nT did not hulp picket Minc B, T think I signed the PHA Potitlon
of May 26, 1337. At this tinc I wus no longer interested in the UMJ,
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"I -acnt to ‘the mine 4n Scptenmber, 1937 when the oine tried
to re-open. I did not go t. work beccusc I was a FHA
menber. To my knowledge only UMS penbers went to work.
Tt was just a fou, possibly ton or twelve and included
s~ze of the men listed in this statement., '

®I was out 5f the State of Illinvis from December, 1938 untll
Nw omber, 1939,

9T voted in the N.L.R.B. election hold in December, 1937. I
thought it wus o fair election. It was not a fraud, and no one tried to in-
flucnee 1y vote. I never heard that aryonc was influenced to votc one way
or the other,

ste in the second N.L.R.B.
¢lcetion,

"] heve never heard of any threats nade by any miner to another to
gct a riner to Join & rinc union.

"I joined the Uit in sugust, 1941. I could not join earlier becausc
I was the "Face Boss" until that tine.

®In January, 1942 I wrs made "Face Bosg" agein and so had 1o sever
1y conn~tetisns with the UL,

nThc last day I worked at the minc wes February 12, 1943. I was
not 2 nember of any union at that tizme for the above nentisned rocson, I
quit bocousc I got tired of oy job.M

-/

v, itncssod:

."t!]t F-B.Io
pecial agpnt, F.B. IR
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N v — Springficld, Illincis wes intcrviewod at mis
3 resi Septomber 14, 1943, by Special
r Arents _ & s not prescntly em-
: rl@yb{ € min.£, he is nct mon ally alert,

1ttle understending
e

*d awA wno wAYer wnn-nﬁ in h{n n+n+nmp‘n+5=

2 DS ma -

vl buv UJ..LUJ.J. AJ..J.J..LUUJ.U.‘LG HANG u, eblid LW VALY em v A

He car rcad &nd executed the following atatemant

®Springfield, Illincis
Scptember 14, 1943,

~olg the follrwing vcluntary state=
vham I know tc bo Bpecinl dgents
« Departnent of Justice.

rent to
c¢f the Fedira

ureou of Inv

"I was born con

dence is
plcyecd ot
"The first nine union I joined wos the United Mine workers of
inerice, which will be referred to hercinafter as the Tk, cined this
union at the Spring Creck Cou) Co., Sorinefield, Illinois in I worked
at_the Scrremon Line #2 from I woent to wer ne B in
as a digrer. I wig elwoys o cigrer at Eine B 1 left iine B

oy, T

Y1 never held an cffice in &ny unicn. when I worked under the
157 smd the Prorresgive Mino lorkers of Anericn; which will be refarred to

el Gdia WL S Ve wSSar e SR NS R LUEL = 8

hereinafter as the PliA, I attcnded sbout cre unicn mecting o month,

I recall thuot tho Fid wes orgenized in 1932 bocouse the miners
did not want to vork under John L. Lewis any longers.

"re far os I know Elshcff got along all right with the W,
before 1932 end with the FPLA cftor that date,

[ X - » - a1 & = - g - — - oV — —— —
"l jcined une FhiA vcluntaril Ly in 1532, I took nc active paie

in organiting the Pllh.

"I was always satiefied with the FMA and its! leaders. 4s far
nl

T \mow nll the miners who I tolked with ot mine B were satisfied with

ng 1 wm 1 The
the FuA.

"I knew the following men who worked et Mine B at s-metime durs-
ing the period I worked there: Joe 4lbanese, dndrow Schrelovious, Dominie
Pasquele, Fete Corter, Frank Austin, Tumy Pluteh, Jdohn {Cotton) Anenics,

} v - 13¢ -
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RE: JOHN L. LTS8, IT an

John Sirtcut, Emory Jeceway, Charles Bohannon, and
Jaues Hale,

"] do not remomber the deteils of tho wege scale

c.ntroversy.

Ml 2id not attond the PMA meeting on May 11, 1937. I did mot
kr.ow therc was geing to be a Hhll meeting on that night,

¥I 2id kncw the next merning by talking with men down in the mine
that s:me mincrs had beon expellcd from the Fla.

"on the day cf tho strike I leaded my curs sbout half a ton
shorter thern usunl:. I worked in Bc_:g;- on the west side of iline B.

el e Wi S liad & L42
»

"ﬂiff'x Mehneider, e Pll4 member, ceme tlong the bottom cf the mine
that morning while we were still in cur cars and before we had gone to our
toxas tc start werking. He told us to lcad short cers thet day. BHe did not
sey why. At thet time I did not know the rceson for this, Leter cn I hoard
that the cers were shorte? beceuse the miners who had been expclled from the
FlA went to work thet morning.

ny

Py XS F2%
4 VLAY d t

IS lpe [od

strike.
"I do not remember signing any potitions in 1937.

Ul went cut to the mino when it tried tc copen in December, 1937,
end Junuary, 1938. On the first cecosion I went to work for ome day cnd only
cbout seventeen men went Aovm in the mine, sc it clcesed agnin. I went back
t5 thoe mine in Jenuery, 1538 wnd werked two cr threc days. &beut scventeen
cr twenty mem went to work ot this time, but there were not encugh men to
werk the nine.

"In Deccmber, 1937, and Jonusry, 1938 whon the mine tried to row
cpen the nen whe went dewn irn the mine included the men nemed in this state~
ment. Feur cr five Progressive men went dovn in the mine cn these cccessirms.
One of thesc Filh men wos nened I do not remember who the others
weres 1 found cut nbout the mine ré-cponing on these dates from notices in
the newspapers.,

Ty the Swmer of 1938, I wont to werk in tho Joffurson kine. I
then joined tho Ulin.

®TIn Wevember, 1938 I rcturned tc work et Eine B as & member cof the
Wi, I left the Jefferson Lino in Junucry, 1839, I wes cut ¢f work from
then until November, 1939.
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RE: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET 4ls

%] voted in both N.L.R.B. eloctions., Thoy were faelf
tc the best of my knowledge.

“] have read this statement consisting of three pages
wITHESSED: Specinl Azont, FBI.
Spceiel dgent, FBI. "

tnd it is ccrrect,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

NTm\'I \,"I TL’ITH S r rield’
inois, was interviewed by Special Agen
-nd Special Agentﬁon eptefber 10,

1943,

MY ::vicoc tiot he is presently working at Panther Croek

¥ine §#5 and@ w He enterecd the United

States in was naturtlized 1n opringlield, inois on W

Le advised that after the boginning of the striko DOMINIC PA T

SCHRELEVIOUS and CHATLES BOHAYNON camc to his home scveral times. m
and tho sbove t

e Lt LLO tovern ond Comd NOMC ¢r having had several .
drinks, At onc timc, SCHRELEVIUUS ¢ from his pockct, turncd to /
PLSQUALE and spic, "Thut's what he's worth," mcaning he could buy bullets |
to get rid of b)nﬁ_tim."__in the tavern PASQUALE, SCERELEVIOUS and., °
BOHANNON began thr oy *wife, m SCHRELEVIOUS { |
saying, "You look hcalthy now, you can get snov Gwiul quick,” PASQUALE
t0ld her that bullots would go through her very cesily. BOEANNOY told her,.
you had better kcop out of this or you will got in trouble,”

he late sumer of 1937, the excct date not being
HORANTON, PASQUALE and SCHRTLEVIOUS came to ths

toc sign up with the United. He refused,
and SCERELEVIOUS szid Thot They would come back later when his wifc was .
thero; that she was the onc who was kceping him from joining, &nd thoy would
sec that she agrced to a2llow him to joim., He advised that o number of
peoplc had told both him and his wife that the three men had been looking

for her end threatoning whet they would do to hor,

. Sometime in
remembered by

-
housec and tric
A QOAOITMETT TUTATIR

a
S

ut three deys after the above oceurronce, SCHRTLEVIOUS camo

e about 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and walked into
the housc. a8 in thc back yord working, and was
in the houseces 3 QPEDTITUINTS +a ret ant. and he startod tolKing

onc cord SCERXLEVIUUD Lo gCb OuT, alb

cbout Hinc B, and told her that if she knew what was good for
she viould lot him join thc United becausc he wouldn't havo & Jo e
didn't. mwicd $o forco SCIRELEVIOUS out of the house., He
grobbed , Znd torc nor dress. She was pulling towards thc back door
yclling at him, and came rumming from the back yard, grobbod
SCHREELEVIOQUS by the bock o o ecoat and jerkcd him out of the house. As

~ £c11, SCERELEVIOUS pulled a revolver from & shoulder holstor and shot .
Le fircd again but missed the sccord timo, triod

To ruach down for o board or club to beat SCHRILIVIOUS but couldn'e find .;[
one, and SCHRLLEVIOUS turned and shot him, mwas in the }
hospital for thrce menths n.nd-was in the for two months, |

o

|

b
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Roe JOE L. LEWIS, ET AL

he above information was give
in thc prescnce of
' s they both became very cmollo ot

requested that no further guestioning
be econductzd at that time. 18 time said that during the
sumer of 1937 in a talk with SCHRELEVIO e Lo that he was
being prid $35400 a wcek by the U.H.W, to organize 1T.

In view of the emotional unstability of 1 i
ur Lo

the request o ncooded to and.no
gu-stioning was concductels ~dvis ed that
”ﬁxad been undor the doctorls cars for & period of”four ycars, due
0 ; ‘

T ncrvous reactd ~oting, and they were both in poor health.
She also stated tha wore also under the doctorfs core and
that they were o pcar of their lives. She statec that sho
would not allow to testify to any of the above information;
that they would ravher Just forget obout it cnd she did not belleve thut
their tcstimony would be of any peramount importance in the Federal Courts,
frosmuch =8 the motter was onc entirely for the local authorities.

continue

oy g et
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