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Re: JOHN L. LawIS, -T ..lL.
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"7 have nothirg to say against the PM. or the UMW.
1 like to work under the Plx and I am also satisfied
to work under the UM,

"T 2id not attend the PM. meetirg on May 11, 1937.

".s I remember, I never signed any petitions either for PlL. or
Ui in 1937,

"T did not vote in the first ¥.L.R.3. eclection in Decembcer 1937.
T rnever heard that this election was not fair.

"5 a;orumeﬁtlo «¢d I can not raszd -r write., Therefore, .
. has read this s<.b:me”: to me consisting of one and
one half page and it is true and cirr.oct and the sarme irformation I have
furmishcd in The presenca

e

wiitnessed:

Special .gent F.3.I.

‘Speéial gent, F.B.I.M

7‘/ T2 —- /08
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RS: JOEN L. LE.IS, ET AL

IVTERVIE : JITH

was interviewed
_ and

3 {5 illiterate am appears 1o know nothing of
2Ccts Conc T the surila€. His nemory and English are poor and he
would not raks a satisfactory witness.,

P
[N,

He Turnished the following siatement:

q111 nois
Septcn 3, 1942

ko the folilswing volunlary stzotacent to
: . - A h, ¢ identified themsclves as being
pecia -rnts in the Federnl PBurcor »f Investiqotica. o threats or
roniscs have beeon mcde to me%, gol me to nmcke o otoiement.

"I presently rocide on I1lin~is. .1 was born

T becance a citizen

"T sinrted mining in -and joined the United Mine Workers at
that tire, I storted workins at Mine B in 1335 and at that time bclonged
to Fo ' w. I onover attonded many westin.s of any unien.

"I was vorking at Minc P at the tinc of the strike. I renember the
sen wer  tolkinz about we,oes and contructs but I don't know what they were
tzlking ebout. I don't understand ver,s well. I also heard thzai*nd
sone of the other fellsis vwere working for U,M.".. but I don't know hing
about this.

"On the day of the strike I was working in Box !Jas a digzer. I went
down t> work that sorning and soncone szid lood short But I filled ry cars
up, I worked 21l dn; Ioens thot dap and the next day they said, "Hine no
work, strike.®

"T sioned 2 1ot of things at Sprinzficld that swmacr but I don't know
vhat they vierce, T romember when they had 2 sit dovn strike at the mine, I
was thore tvo or three dars, it nake ne tirced and I o home.

"T voted for Trozrussive in the election at the armori;.  Nobody ever
throotened me or bothered nme.

"NT 323 r 4

I didn't o buck nt

t it Op-,ned uR in 1939. I went
back to work in ths sane pls as S)A I had no trouble when I went
back to work, nobudy over threatened ac. osked e to join U. Y, 7. but

&
I woanldn't join with him. I jeined U. M. V. when sonc other fellows ask

B e P T I T R



RE: JOIN L. 1L.IS, ET AL . -
L7
b0
INTGRVIZ. JITE ne becausc I didn't have any trouble when

(contimucd) N 3 I vorked under U, 17, 77, before and I had
trouble with F.ILA.

"T dor't lmoaw that cuused the strike in 1937. T don't understand
vers well,

".bove read to B S
oz tru. to the best of mEGE .

by oz [ 2nd ednitted to

Wyitnossed:

Sp601aL a;cnts, FUBE T,
U. 5. Dept. of Justized
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RE; JOHN L. LEJIS, ET al.

ointly inter-

INTERVIE JITH

- &t his place of:emp oynent
.rlngfie d, Illincis, on September 8 1943,

| S Springfield. “
English is very b¥oken &nd hes difficult to ow hig line

ne nrv-.w.:.v-:-n+1 on s He anneeraed to be willines <o fully onswer guestsi
01 Converss L] _popenred Lo e WllliDg Vo 1 iy 1SWeET \1uouu_|.u4.¢u

orepoundsd to him, and would be & willing witness. He submitted the
following signed statement:

"Springfield, Illinois,
Septenber 8, 1943

tie follcwing volunitery state-
ment to | I T T whom I krow to be Specinml
agents of the Federal 1. gation, U. 5. Department of
Justics.

_ entered the United
'oprlngfleld Illinois

"T was born 3
States ot New York in

"The first mine union I joined was the United !lMine lorkers
of americe which will be hereinufter be referred to ts Ulle I joined
this union in -at the 'Sung&mon lline %2 ut Springfield, Tllinoise

end nrturulized 6%

"The first time I sturted working at lfine B wuos aboutm
und I ~ontinued there until the mine closed in Moy, 1837. I think
I worked ot ¥Mine B in Novemoer, 1939 when it re-opened und guit in
the eurly purt of 1940, but I am rnot positive of this peried of
emoloyment.

"ynen I begun working ot Mine 3. I wus & member of
the UMie Hovever, I volunturily joined the Progressive Mine ‘lorkers
of americt hereinufter refered to us PMa-in 1932, I liked the Pl
becuiuse the leaders werc more honest that the UM! lewderse.

] "I never held an office in « mine unione. I cttended only
a8 few Pifa meetings, but I uttended more UINT meetings us the Ul fined
the men fifty ocente if they did not sttend the neetings.

™Then I wus employed «t Mine 3 I wis & coul diggers
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REs JOHN T.. 1®/IS, BT AL.

L e
I

"I do not think EILSHUFF liked the PMa
union before the strike in May, 1937, but liked
the U7 as he allowed same WMV agitutors to
work in the mine when the PMsn had & clesed
shop oontract with Elshoff. I know these WM agitutors by the follow=-
ing namess aANDRET SCHRELEVIOUS, "WMINIC PaSQUALE, PETE CsRTER, FRANK
AUSTIN, TUNY PLOTCH, COTTO ANaNIaS, JOHN SIRTOUT, GLJKGE JaCw LY,
EMORY JuCeinY, BOJ/LING GKEEN, aND J.JiBS BuLE.

".bout six months before the strike JiJIES H.LE otme to me
in the mine «nd told me thot if I winted to keop my job I htd better

join the Uff.

"I short time after the strike sturted in Mey, 1937 JOHN
SIRTOUT and TUNY PLJTCH cume to my house to get me to join Wil I
stid I would not sign even if° 1lost my jobe They told me I would
lose my Job then.

wnd o miner nuanecd lost nome

"»lso a miners numed .
me if I signed with Wl{ I would

unknown, care to my house tnd %

get ¢ good room in the mine to work, und if I d4id not sign with W
I would not work wt #lls This huppened « short tine before the mine
opencd in 193G

"I know nothing ebout the wage sotle oontroversye

"I do not romcember if I went to the Pl meeting on Hoy
11, 1937 which wos the night before the strike at Mine Be

"I do not know whit huppened wt this meeting.
"I helped picket ine 3 for ninety two doys.

"I went to the minc when it tried to open in Septembor,
1937, but did not go to works None of the PMs men would work be-
cuuse FuLCETTI told the Pia Pit Committee only UM men could worke.
I heard ubout this from the other PMa minerse The only men who went
to work were . fow U] members which included the miners whose
names wre montioned ubove in this stetenent ts ngititors.

"I knew the mine tricd to open two times ufter beptember,
1937, but I'did not go out to the minv. I do not remember how I
knew about the mine «ttempting to re-opon.

"hen the Mine copened i
worke 1 kniow ubout this becoruse G
our¢ to my house und ttlked to my wifle :nd
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C ¢

nTs JUAN L. LEVIS, ET al.

ias golng to openie 4t this time I
rking on Wl

(conﬁgﬁﬁed)‘

"1 left Mine B in the early
because I worked four doys cleaning up slete end my boss
would only get me money for two deys work. I hed alrendy signed
with W7 wt that time. My friend (phonetic) told me thet
he wts ufreid for, if I did not sign with U would be benten up.

" 1ven Ao

VeI 1acr

.":l

-
I r what the

e undorstood w id ¢ ine o
trouble was about, bectuse I do not understund English welle

"1 do not like UMle I dc not like UM lewderses I would
Bt

never work under WIJ cghine

L a3 s r
SeVeldi Cies andg <«Lon _‘.}urt pls tined to ne.

RBFLELE | a1l e

s best I cun remember. I cun not reud English, but I ctn speek
English und T cun write my nume.

¢l 1T CcXp

*ritnossedy
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RE: JOEN 1, vweza, 8T AL

Springfield, Illincis, was
Fleld Division on the_aven—

would not be considered as a good witness due to a
very poor memory, poor speech, and a difficulty in understanding questions
propounded to him. He cannot read well, and refused to sign the following
stutement prepsred for him, because he could not read. He listened, however,
to it intently, and stated that it was all true and accurate.

' - n

I meke the following stetement
te Ll who have identified themselves
to me as SPGCIEI;ﬁgentS 1 tHE Feterel Dureau of Investigetion. No pramises,
threets, or consideration of any xind hss been mede to me to make this state-~
ment. I am willing, if necessery, to go to court and repeat any part of this
- stetement.

"My neme iz

. "I first started to work et Mine B in W} At that time I was a
member of the United Mine Workers. In 1932 when the Pogressive Mine forkers
of fmerica was orgenized, I had to go into that orgenization in order to work
at Mine B, T did not pmrticularly like to go into the PMF of A. I kept right

on paying my dues to the United Mire Workers because I felt that I was a mem-

ter of that orgamnization all of the time, this even though they were
“taking the PMVT dues out of my pay. ; T continued to
do do the s&me, payln- their dues to

- g "I used to attend the union meetings occassionzly., I was never
T an officer in any labor union. I was not particularly disatisfied with the
operntion of the PV while I was a member. I had no cbjections to it except
that they took a lot of my pay for dues, Other then that 1 think the PMW
wis plright, 1 belonged te the UMA and thnt wes my union. I never talked
about the unions, and did not ezre much which union was &t the mine as long
s they would leave me alone and let me work. I would have been asatisfied
to have continued at Mine B with the unions just as they were. I did not do
any agitating sbout chenging the unions. I do not imow if my brys did an




RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL A o

Lop .

_ INTERVIEW WITH

continued

"I do not krnow what caused the strike at Mine B in 1937,
. I wes not interested in the affrirs of the union or the company, and I did not
Szl want to get in any trouble. I do not remember what happened then. I know I
' wes not at the mine on the dsy that they started the picket line. I am not
: sure. 1 did net go out to the mine when it wus being picketed, or sit on the
T picket line. I did not see any of the men who were out there then.

1

. "I voted 2t the election of the unions held in the Armery in 1937.
i That wos a fzir election. No one told me how to vote, or tried to influence
my vote in any way., I wveted exzctly as I wented to. I think every cne else
had a chance to vote ts they wan. ? to also.

"I do not remenber ex bu

t while Mine B was closed,
I went to work st :

> . . ’f{(

actly when it w=ns

R SRR A

& " ; ; e 7 I wes & member of the UMW
becsuse I hud always been. I wns not interested in what went on out there
in orgenizing the unions, and do not know what happened. I did not see any
Pighting, or heer mbout it.

"1 d4id not know of &ny organizirng that was going on out there ut
the mine. I do not know of =anything thet FALCETTI or ELSBHCFF did te favor
one union over encther, I do not know of wny violence, or anything wrong
dene by either union in the trouble that occurred at mine B.

"The above statencnt has been read to me by
This statement was on this end two other typewritten pages.
he has recd to ms is true and accurate,"

verything o

"(Refused to sign tescnuse cnmmot resd, but declared that it was
=11 true.)"

_Sﬁecial Apent FBI
FBIY
.
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Be: JOHN L. LZWIS, ET L.

m ....;RV-“MN o ITI‘I

Springlie -,'“ Bme

.

by Speclal Agent S : _ Although he ap-—
peared cooperative anc urnlshed the followlng signed statement, it is
not believed that e would make a good vainess inasmuch as he has no
cefirnite knowledge about the trouble at Mine "an,

"Springfield, Illincis
September 6, 1943

e it do vuluntarllj give the follow1n- signed
statement to Speclal .gents m an- {8 _' of
the Federal Bureau of Inves: -ation., 1.0 whreats or pronl any
kind have been made to cause u - to make this statement,

and came to america
: s 111. dan. ¥y pre-
sert acdress ic £ : : L, Springfield, Il

"I have worked in the mines continupusly since ! Joining
the United ¥ine sorkers of america at that time., I startea werking
at Tine B zbout M continuing my UMvi membership. Between the
time I started av [fafie B till 1932 the mire officials and the Ulti
got along fine, =

"The Progressive [[dne workers of america started because the
waze scale ballots were stolen., I had nothing to do with the for-
mation of the Progressives and rever held an effice in either wnion,
after the new unicn was formed I jeined it along vith all the other
o miners at .ane 'BY, So far as I knew the Progressives pot along as
. well vith Ir, Flshoff as the UL, did belore 1932, The Frocressive
' Union vificers, dues, settlement of ;jricvances, etc. was alrirht
so far zs I was cchcerned.

"I don't snow anvthing about any alleged UMI. spies being at
the mine before the strike, and I rever heard that any of the Frogressive
members wer:s e.ipelled,

#T don't know what caused the strike at iine '3' on Yay 12, 1937
and don't ever remember how it started, I don 't remember anything
about cars being 'leoaded short? on the day of the strike.

"] recall signing a petition shortly after the strike showing
that I favored the Progressives,

- 309 =-



INTERVIZ - ITH "I krow that a few UM men tried to open the mine

L ] one day and all of the PiL. men went dovn and picketed,
{Continued) I don't know who the Ui, miners were who tried to open
the mine,

] remember votiog at the NLRB election which the P, won by a
creat majority. we didn't zo back to work at .fne B because lr,
Elshofl didn't seem to want to_ _ contract vith the Progressives.

7 jhen i’ine B opened in 1939 under an Topen shopt agreement I
went back as a ‘rogressive., after a few morths I signed up with UMI.,
The mi:e was hirirg nev men, and some cof the miners were being beat
up & forced te Join UMi.. I Jjoined Uil.. to keep my job and to keep
out of trouble. I didn't we. - to take any chances, Three men canme

house to <ot me to join Wi, TEME s T
g hnd .ndre Sehreizvious,
ig terribl:

I koir that

"Tf I could have a froe voluniary chuice I would choose the

Prorressive Unzon.

"Oon Dec. 5, 1941 I started vorking at IHne .., I was fired at
iire 3 allcgedly for being drunk. Mr. ishoff also ovmed Mine 4
and I can't wnderstand why I was fired at ore anc hired at the other.

"I have had the above stztement consisting of two and three-~
guarters (2 3/4) read to no by Lgmt The same is true and
I do herzhy sign my name, ‘
/S,-'f

pecial igent -F.3.T.
Spec:L_ll .Lgentl’ FnB-I-“

miitnessed:
P (-
/o




Re: JOHY L. LIS, ET &L J’7 <

Illinoie,

wes interviellsd on September 1,
anc
of thie interview and the note i in and
& ctxtuzment d.ewn up which was presented to on Sentember 2,
. $.3, ¢ wihich time he ried the geme, pronounce end rigned it.
Bl I wog ohssrved thot had a botter then averege intelld (<]
or oo-irver end it is believe he ig & relicble individuel.

c:ﬁlrelr cooreretive and it ie beliewved he would meke & good witrness if
ad edvised thet he had no cririnel record.

The folloving eteterent wasg executed by _

i

shorthand noter

L

[N

LEL

W E
cell

Sept. 1, 1943,

i Fqklﬂg

who arc krown 12 rs o be Speczial Agents
6f wion, Us S. Deporcrent of Jusulce. Yo threats or promises
h-ve beer mede me to give this stetzrent,

_ _ . end I ceme to ths United 5Strtes when
Jemr': old end sve been & citizen of the United States
vears. I am presently employed =s coal digger et Fine B in
Ill., 'md I heve been tuere abou»!or yoors or soe I
: end belonged to R s 3

] was &b
for ovrer
Springfield,
forerly weeg a min.:
and vvhen I came to the Vs Se
rooé here t '

, : eny \nion office. n I firet ceme to ¥Yine B they
P hed & U7 contrect end se for es I know ULY got elong with the manapgement of
S lTine B alriecht, W". wee clriczht until John Lewis pulled off hie tricks and
stols the brllote--it wae gosein +to me then. iThen the other men left UIW
ené vert over to Pla I 2lso vant over with them nnd I did not helr orgenize
anything then. T felt then thot Lewis woe rot treating the mining men
fairlys. Fror 1932 until ths mine closed FIlA got rlong with ths mancgenment
et iine B to my knowledge. I hove alvuays said thet I cen't see why the
company wanted & chanpe book to UTe Both controcts vwere the stme and I
don't reerll of any striltes or other troubles there before the mine closed.
Prtuoen 1932 and 1937 Carl Elshoff and Oscar Falcett1 cid not s enything
te rme ebout changing back to U0 o ; : : it

is gulte some woy to Sprlnufleld, 1110, was zolng

on £11 the times. However, everybody seemed to be well pls2ssd between

1532 and 1937, I neverheard any trlk about Fii loczl being run by crooks no-
é¢id I ever suspect that they did anything wrong as we miners were satisfied

e - 311 ~
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, =T AL é?L
25

INTERVIT VITH  with the way the PUA officials were running the loca

TERVIC TH  with th

— hancling the money matters. PLA never had any speci
assessments excent once I recall when they needed some

money to help out other locals who were out or were short of money but that
money went to help those other miners. The miners in local 54 ran that
local thenselves and it was not run for or by a few and everj;thing was taken
un at meetings and was propertly voted upon or debated on, I was not very
active in the union affairs as it w2s too far for me to go to attend the
me=2tin~s as by the time I pot here and ate it was too late to ro to Springfield,
T1i. and attend a meeting but I . 4 go once ir awhile.

o

nln regards to those FUA men co-sicted in those bombince cases
we miners felt that they rot a rottc. de ., and there was some rossip that
Simundson and that bunch had th-~ rail-oaced. The rossip then was that
Edmundson was wery murt irte 23ted in their trials,

"Prior to the time the mine closed down UlW never bothered FilA
men at the mine to my lrnowledce and there was no strikes or pickets out there
and there was no trouble that I know of. However, before the strike started there
were 2 or 3 P4 men who were protty strong for UMY and they were FRANK AUSTIN,
ZilT and ANDY Schrelevious and Jim Hale, They would go around and talk to the
other mirers aboubl goin~ back to UMV, Bul they never personally contacted me,
I never heard anything about Elshoff or UL giving any parties.

"In the sprinz of 1927 vhen our contract ran out Mtold us
several times at the mine that they had a temporary acreement o the manage~
ment and that if there was any increase it would be retroactive back to April 1lsi.
e miners felt that Zlshoff would make a con*ract and that it would be just

as root ac any contract that ULV could get for us. There were no firhts on

ray days and everybody seemed to be satisfied with the a-reement and we 3all
thourht we would ret a lump sum if the incrcase went thru., Tvervone seemed

vo be satisfied with the way it was handled. I never say any short.of.other
strikes then. 1 heard that around in April, 1937 Pasgquals and several others
were playine around with men in their own nationalities and were trying to

swing them over but they never contacted me. The managerent of Mine B never

said anything to me about the wage agrcement that I know of.

"I don't recall of any =weeting being held the nirht before the
mine closed but there could have been one but 1 did not a ttend it as I went
to very fev of them. On the mornin- of 5-12-37 when I went to work I did
not know there was foing to be a strike and no one talked about a strike
to me at the mine and the men were not arruing or fi-htine about t heir wages
¢ither. However, later that aftirnoon I heard some rossip thati ©

i R N
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL ST
oD .

RGO INTZEVIEY WITH been out and something was said abowt some men being expelled
e but not fired. TVhen I came out of the mine I 4id not know
cont inue there was a strike and I left my tools in the mine and they
are still there. I believe that the trouble was over those
men and I know it was not over any wage troubles I also heard something about
cars beinre loaded short that day but I was not told to load them short and T
did not see any ol my cars were all full,

"Several weeks after the mine closed I signed a PHA petition and
I think 1 signed it at Springfield, I11. I sipned it of my own free well
and no one iorced ne Lc sign and I never heard of any force being used to
sien it, The men were all crowded around and scemed hanpy to sign it. I
hecrd tha UMY got up a petition too durin: summer of 1937 but I never
sipned it =md wa2s not apnroached »y anyone in regard to it.

Whcants 'heve shown me an affidavit dated August
25, 1637 at Virden, 11 which 13 3izned by several men and I recognize my
sirnature on it. This .- in regard to Charies Roth, who is now dead, con~
tacting some of us aktcas goins to a LIW meeting and the information in that
afficdavit is correct and true 224 —2 one forzed me at that tire to malke the
affidavit., If I reecall right thz louy:r for PilA made it up aft:r we miners
toid him what harpensd and no one forczo us to make it.

’ﬁi‘li "I z1ls0 heard that durinthhe surmer of 1937 the UMK started a
= nev: loc=1l in Sprin-field, I11,, but L n_ver was coniacted by anyone and

' don't know a thing about it. I also recall hearinr somethinr that several
men fron Iline B went over to the Jeffarson mine and I also hesard that Oscar
Falcetti took thot mine over snd that he was boss there.

"In September, 1937 I did not go out to Mine 2 to work but I
heard they were zoing back under U'W and I went out and helped them picket
until the uarshall came out. I went out to see what wes roing to happen
and did not go out to work under W¥. I recall that the same men I have
rnertloned before went down in%o the mine but no PMi men went dowm. Sam
is the right nane too for Joe Albanese. We PIAA men did not work beczuse
. e heard the nine vias to be reopened as UMW. Nobody asked me either to go
S out there. WVhen I did go out I saw Falcetti there too, PMA had a regular
mzetlng before the picketing started and I understood that it was decided
uron that if UiW went in there that PHA would picket but T d4id not atiend
that meeting but just heard that. I would come home from the sit down
strike szverazl nizhts a wezk but did stay out five nirhts a wezk and PHA
tocal men were just out there and ro strangers vwere brot in at all. The
picketing and cuarding of the mine was very peaceful and we men vwiere there
to protect our jobs and we did not .do anything wrong there and the place .
cot cleaner than it ever was before., ULL did not come out and muse us any
trouble. However, I once heard that UMW was foing to bring some outsiders
in. We men went out to the sit down strike of our own free will and no

=313~



Re: JOMN L. LE7IS, ET AL

b0
LiTERVIEY WITH force wias used and we could go out and leave as we pleased
and nothing unusual happened. When the Marshall came out
continued we all left and the men did not resent the Marshall as the.

men were petting tired of being there so long. 1 think
the liarshall told the men that nobody else would come out and take over.

"I heard scveral dwys later after the Marshall came out that the
ne wis soing to be rcorensd but I did not po out. I remember that in Dec.
37 the NLRE had their {irst election for us and I voted for PLA because
g

‘cre +he oot It w T ot a7 A e ~headar 'Pf\'r-n A wmao
e Wil UQ_;DU wl_l_\_)lﬁu ol L1 D dll llulicDU ‘-r-‘—b‘.a U.LU L ﬂllu JJU\-‘U J wid l..oD FHi=

i
o

=4

+

1
LIl

to vote any special way and no strong arm methods were used. We first went
to the union hall and then-ent to the Armory to vote in a group. In Jan.
1¢38 T think I rcad in the paner thot the nine would be opened but I did
not go out theore as we visre sat. "led that the injunction would keep anyone
from the mine pronerty. I knew B.shoff had not signed a contract with the
Prorressives and as I recall it at this time the rumor was that he would
not deal with the Prci‘wsc'ves boeiuse Lewis and UMW was paying him to keep
the ninc closed. I viceived a recistered letier telling me to come back to
work in YNov, of 1939, tals Tﬂ:tar ~sve me a certain number of days to report
in, 1 dont remcmber how many L.t I -snt book the first day and saw Falscetti,
who told me I would have to walt ti’ll ny place was ready to work in. No
inguirics vere made of me as to which union I belonged to. I went back to
wrork shortly after the first of the year of 1940, one of my sons telling
me when my place was rezdy for me to go back in. Nobody c2used me to be
cocked or threatened me in any ar, Chas. Bohaznon did t41k to me at
the mine ~bout swinring over to UM, he said that all the men were joining
and I had betier get lined up. Boh“non was very careful what he said,
he dzg not throaten me or say I might t losc my job. No force was used by
reep thelr men in 1line as the FlA felt their men were loynl and this
WAS unneﬂesszry. I heard at this timec that whenever a nev man was hired or
replaced the nznzrement would only hire ULIW men, I think this is the way
that UISV rot 2 majority at the mine. 1T hzard that if new men coming in
were not ULV they would be sirmed up with that union before t hey went to
~orl, this signing up of ntw men to UlW went on right in the mine yard where
the official and everyonc could see it, so every ody must have known what
wis rpoing one. During this period I was treated about thz same as always
and Elshoff and Falscetti made no statzments Lo me indicatin-~ that they
Tavored either union.

i

o

G

"U
[2d
]

"T never signed anvihine for the UlIT until nfter the szcond NIRB
elesction, when every ody h-d tc si~n up with then if they vanted to keep
thexr Jobs. I dont remember sirninc any card for the Procressives either

ine the summar of 1940

"I voted au the 2nd NLRB election voling arain for FIA, I voted
this way becavuse that was the way I felt. Noone forced me to vote for FMA
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&1D
TeVIE TITH I went directly to the Armory from my home. As for as I
know the election was falr and honest. The election was
by secret ballot and was under the supervision of a man
from the Gov't. I paid PIA dues from Jan. of 1940 up
until the time I vant with Phn, I #~s with the last group to join UHT I believe
this vas sround h_rﬂh of 1941, I joined the UMi because I either had to
do that or guite my job, I Sulll like the rlik but I had to have a Jjob to
.l Yiviap, hoving hep out of work Tor tvo and one-haif years. Then
h

I

;
I went back in Jan. 1940 the territory I had formerly vorked in wasgnot open,
I uszd te work in Box i but when I came back to work I went in Box I
never he=rd anything about thers being a big fire at the mine in 1639. I
heard shout soing ~, me talkin- st some mectirg but I was
not there and dont knowr vhat it v s a1l 1hsue. I would hove preferrsd to
st?y iith PLA but felt I had better join ULW. T -ad heard of
Sprinrfield hnving wwo of his tirss ri pec open and had heard
of 0uher nen being berilen.

ll., read the {oreroins shatzment on Sept. 2,

,

"I have ~-

1943, it is to the besgl of my ‘oio "edgz and bsliefl the truth. I am therefore

voluntarily signing this three —e- 2 nopevrivten stoilement and initialing
e~ch pags therect.

Speciil Art. TBI (8t. Faul)

Virden, I11l. : )
Snte. 2, 1043" '
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He: JOHN L. L=uIS, LT AL.

ard B
shich bime Suhl;luxu notes were waren of fhe intorview by Agent

the ~» notes later being transcribed by Azent F and a state-

- avm up, based upon them. on Septembor 2, 1943 this statement was
oroscited to him, e read the same and oroneunced it correct and signed it.
vag foundé to have 2 hihor intelleet than rost mincrs. It is

nat he is 2 very roliable person and would be a willing ritness

il cxiled upor to tostify. He advised that he had no eriminal record.

Tae statement gian by is as follows:

-

Fodh 2
volu.tury clatoirent
who arc knovm to me to be 3Specia
surcau of Investigitwon, United States Depnrtnent of Justice.

¢
forcc or threats nave been made ne to give this statoment.

17as born in and carme to the United States

Caout Wy ars nzo and L blcame o citizen thru fatlur,m
o E o T11, .bout JCATS ago ecanc a

momber of Li o in I1linols anu L Jiave never held any union officc and
I pres.ntly an werkin "t idine 3 in Spri.pgfield, I1l., and I started
there back .round _ when Ane 3 was under U/, U7 and
Zlshoff ot along then Ge ToT 25 I know of, and the union appcared to
be alrizhe for the sen. I vantod to turn over to . in 1932 and I
went over with tac rest of the men then and [ diéd ret help in turning
over from Unle to Pia. TSetween 1932 and 1937 Zlshoff and Py s.umed to
7t along alright as nothing unusual nabpenced that T know of. I don't
kaiow of tao l'“;c'.‘.Y.-a‘:L.:'T.'x‘\Jut of idne 3 being dissatisifod wwith FiL. or ranted
to vot Uk« back, I nover hezre anything bad at all about PiLs nmen or
officials, znd we mincrs felt that the P?¢ officinls vere all ripht
and vere deing right for the nen, Pil vias not 2 racket run leeal and
e had over 400 1.-._mb{_-rs. I vould attend rectings only novr and thon

2§ Sprirgficlc, Iil., is too far from 750RAbut I ould 7o once in
a wiaile. -
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Re: JOWN L. LL/IS, =T .L. 2:
e b,
#T and othcer miners felt that thosc P men who
vicre convicied in the bombing cases were railroaded.,

W TT

IN TRVIBY

T vas satisfica witnh the PMA o 'ficials and think it was a good union
and I never suspected anyone of stealing rmoncy from the loeal,

"3Icfore the mine closcd I never saw ULl packet 'Hnc 2 nor did I
C. o o mEar TV TC A 1 R LSRN AL P TT"T.. e v +ho ming clnend T nowuor
- RN Ny aldy 1.).11‘ [ ) vl J“L .,\.'.I. B SV N S ST ¥ B T il QA% L . A o i Vil

U
was apereached by anyone to join UM and I never knew of any 1. spics being
in Flia then, Things vierc running smooth and there was ne trouble at all,
I nover hoard anythzag about any parties iven by Dlshoff or Uifl,
~
"I roeall that a:nosprasg I 1537 we verked without a cortract and
we were told that wwe would work pencil.g 2 settlement. The rumor was that the

"

= [+
pay wrould be rotreactive. I think that told us abeut this =t :inc B,
I never heard that Fi2 could net et as goo con*ract as Yil. could, In
Dril, 1937 I don't ri:lll of the nen complaining at all on pay days and
e Wore just waiting for oz oscohiloiort of tis costract and I odontt racall
of any strly s or trouweles th.n witiiir before the rane ¢losed. The rine

-

officials never saxd anthang to ds about that waze question that T know of.
1T gdid not 2ttend a meetit orn tho night bofore the mine closed

out T thlnk I know of the meeting 2nd think 1t wmas a Spoeial one but an not

sure but I heard arcund the minc of cthat mocting.  n” the morning vhen the

mire closed I went to "rork as usual and ¢id not hear anything 2bout the

aer oguestion md I don't roenll hoaring argthi g aout sont men boing

cx2¢13ed ard I did rot s.2 or hoar anythooim adoud any short cars. I think

I vorked 211 that day and vhen I lzft T thought I -ould go back to the mine

the rext doy and I odon't romember nnything 2bout a strike then., I think

vert home thot doy zng went ovsck to vork the next dny and then loiarned

I

noout the trouble. I had even 1cft my tools theore the dayr before. T think
I ther hoard that the trousle st.rtid over some men buing cxpellods 4

s .ort time after the mire eloscd I signed a PML petition of ry own free
511l

and ro one forced me to siqn it and I b:licve T signed 2 or 3 in all
E TR o]

[, - 1 o . <
around that time or So. T =i mud because I vnmnted Fta to ro

5 sent

I never hoord of 2iyore boaing foreed to sigm them, I also heard that UMY
hid a petition out but I never was approached and I never signcd it., I
alse sitred anoth.r Yui, petition ir fall of 1937 and no onc forced me to
sipne that, I think that was for Washington or soroething like that, T al-

vays vas witling to sign for Pl as L wanted Plia as my bargaining agent.

"in summor of 1937 7 heara that Uil was forming a nev local but no
or¢ asked me to Jouin it. I hoard they pot about 12 memburs or so ard I
T ipnS Llnds Thet sroiia taiking o the men T o heard +hat
AoAra Thnan o un. wWis g___,U_LnL.' SOWIL © AL LU Wil Litils 2 0DUU fIvaal W Lilav

Falcatti went over to the Jeffurson :'ine to run it. -
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L ILNTE q and “n\ave shovn ne an affi-
ks : thlD dated august 25, 1937 at Virden, I1l., which re-
Sontinucd)’ fers to Charics Reoth, vho now is dead, telling me
ard orhors to attend a Ul mecti g, The irformation in that affidavit is
truc anc correet angd I have rccogni.ed ry signature on 1t and no orc
forced re to sive that afidavit then and I think 1%t was made in the court

house at Virden, I11.

T r_call that in thc fall of 1937 fHine B rcopened and T don't

r.c2ll hevr 1 ogot tihe notice out I think sorml oune phoued re nnd T don't
rucall of poing to any micting vhere hﬁ* iterded to do somcthing about it.
T was all ready to 2o oc work 04 o thait [irst day I belicve that about
5 or 6 men wont dovm and they we 3 vote unluhr, Cotton ananias, .ndy Schre-
lovivus, Tony Plotchy, Zemonic pasgusle, Summy, Frank .astin, John Sirtout,
0. ANG Lunory Jaeziny (fath.r and son thoey are) Charles 3ohannon znd Jinm
dzlc, I think they 2.l had thigir vorkile clothes on and nobody stopped.

them from poing to vwerx, I dop t vecald of oeing told thot I ”ould have to
b¢ U0 before I cowld go tovirk, 1 romeno.r thut sone of thesz mon who

had vorked there beaivre b I never heard they werce SplCS for 017,
I 1live: . and did not knov overything that went on then, I
¢cumo back ho iy anc ih A 07 or so wort back and the picket line Wﬂs
sct up znd I stayed thera about 50 fzrs ard there uas no Srouble at all.

mer on this strikc werc from the loc.l ard ther. wire no outsiders brot 1t
and thore vwerc no fightf or troublc at all and we were just _rotecting our
Jobz., o fUlt that the nen might come out if wo left and we felt

that they might brin } ver

vont coun

L C

i sory vutsidurs ar

1A e 4t i o~
1 UAKS OVuT b:l'_.' Fili Ce

)
e

"‘2\
'.J\

97 yias thers vhen the tarshall cams out and about hnlf the men
ere plad as they wanted to it home and I think the larshall said that they
ould rot let anyouc €lse on the property and everyone left at once.

[ did not krow thzt the mine attoopited to reopen again in Dec.
1237 but I r.call that < voted 2t the first I'IR3 election wiiich was neld
rin Sgr"ffleﬁ, 111, }ndilt was b b7 oscerct Ja}lo 1 vas vorking ztv

; T e : and “ie both —ent o
7l,u r ard voted ard tach o ert horc. I votud for £, as I ficurca 1
25 thy best union for us 2i.d e miners were satisfied with it, Pl
never irfluenced us men hott o voite and it vas an honest cicction and ro
stroi-~ arm mothods were uscd. T was still working: Sl in Jan, 1938 so
gon't know if minc reopened avain or not bubt 4 did sce somcihing in the
siper about vher: they had sined wy for . but « £lt the injunction was
5till out. ‘ '\

#The gossip was that T1lshof? must Le gesiing mowey Trom sone place |
did not si,m a contract wita Plla in 1933 or 1939,

,
L
3
)
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INTLRVIL- WWITH When the mine reopened for good in Fov. 1939
: some onc phoned me and L don 't remember getting 2 letter
and we were given a limited time tu rctwn. I went out

wd an still there, Falcetti dad not sary to me as to what union I belonged
too. Yo onc ever bothured mc there but a couple of guys asked me when I
28 zoing to join over to Ude and I told thenm I was satisfied the way it
1z bubt theay said the ULl was tic best wnion. They never threatened ne
that I wouwld lese my job aud they talked %o me at the mine. "o ouse cver
cortacted me at home and when I rcturned I paid my dues to PEL as therc was
no check off then. Pl dad not usc strong arm methods at all as they de-
»onded upon their men to stick together bucause they krow they had the
ﬂAJUTltV and they did not have to do any <irty vrork., I saw quitc a few
etrongers at dine R all of who =2re Ui men., hen I returned rnothing
woe sa1d about the wazy agrsenent and I figurcd there would be a contract
signed later on. I alwsrs had a good room and wlshoff and Faleetti never
g31d anything to me aboeat wantiag U, back therc. I did hear that the
maratemert of Mine 3 w.vld not listcn to Plis complaints but would listen
to +thosc from Ulis., I wns told by somconc that 1f T joined UM then I could
#ct in frec bub later on I would havs to pays and I told them I wowld pay
17 necessary.

"In the swmer of 1940 I never signed anything for Ul and

don't know for sure if I signed anything for Pis. overyhody was turning over
and I think I joined over to Ues after the lust KLRZ clection or cithor just
b forc the election was hold, .t that cicction I voted for PiLl and no
pressure was pbrot on me and it was 4 fair and zood clection and was by

sceret Dallot. Hovever Ul von bogause whonever a P, guit the now men

they ired were WM men and after the eloction many quit. I fi-ally turned

ver because I needed a job and I aw still ther.. The mine was in bad shape
vhen it r'opbnad ané I think it took a lot of money to fix it up and I never
heard 2 hlng about a firc ther. in 1939, T did aot attend tac rnecting

I wheng oas kicked out and 1 nave attended only 1 UIT/ meoeting since
Joining. ard not hove any troudle with Fleetii at Gne B as T kmow

Mim 17211 becuuse ht usesd to love around Virden, I1l,

on 9-2-43
v the bost

T have rcad this two prze stavemant ¢
and I have signed it of oy ovm froc will bccausL ¥ 35 truc
of my knowledge.

"o itncegsg

op iﬁ-bﬂun, FBI’
st. Paul M
/a/

:5U61AT agent, FRI, - 319 -
LT tilwaukee, "/iS.
- TR 9=-2-43.4




RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. |
o) <

&7

INTERVIEW WITH The following 1nvest1;atlon was conducted by Special
K N at Spring-

Agentc
field,

on oseptember an s .

11 nois;

-te. er 5, 1943, agents went to the resi-
dence of % s S ! pringfield, Illincis, and no

one resporEEE‘fE"Kgéﬁfggknock altﬁ"fE}TTrfﬁ,front and rear doors were open,
but the screen doors were closed indicating that some one probably weas
sleeping. At the rear door, Agents, while on the porch, ncted that on the
kitchen table there was some kind of & note which was placed up against a
dish end Agents believe that the note said something about phoning
nvhen he got up, and it was <igne? “Ilom"”; also on the note there
appeared to be scome wriiin wblch said “Loun®. let this out. It is not sure
whether or not the =a T is correct, but that is what the name
lcoked like.

On the afternoon of Se

On the meorrine of September €, 1943, Agents returned to the home

S and v; + introde~dire themcelves to Phe advised that
he did not want teo got nixed vp in znviring and he did not want to appear

in Court. &e voluntzered this i2forration Lifore Agents had a chance to
explain their mission. He alco saii that he did not care to answer any
questicns and did not want any trouble. Agents explained to him and his wife
who also was present, their mission and he still said that he did not want
to say anything as it did nct matter to hi= vhat union he belonged to just
ss long as he had a job., § USE was asked whether or not he had been
contacted relative to the 1nvest1gat10n and he refused te affirm or deny
that he had been, He further =said that if he did give a statement he
wanted a copy of the same and the Bureau's policy in thls matter was full
explained to him, During this time botk ~ : ere told by
Arents that he did not have to muke ary statements g 0 Agents if he
did not desire to do so and that Agents would liks to have him place in
writing just why he did not desire to give a statement, and then they
weuld imnediately leave At this time he asked his wife for her opinion,
and she told him that it would do no harm to ansvier the q‘ibbblons. He was
told by Agents that he cculd answer whatever questions he desired to, or
could refuse to answer any he desired to.. At this time he remarked that he
would answer the guestions, but did not desire to any snything thet might
ineriminate him.

Ahen about half through the interview he again expressed fear to
Agents in the presence of his wife that he might have to go into Court and
that he might get "balled up", and he was told that Agents would discontinue
the interview if he so desired; and would leave immediately; that Agents
were there to protect his rights and not to violate them. However, he said
that he would continue on and when the interview was completed he asked
Agents if he had said anything that would involve him and make it necessary
for him to come into Court. He was told that Agents had nothing to do with
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TERVIES WITH that and that it would be up to the attorneys for th

” United States Government to decide that matter. IHe
continue previously had been told that neither he nor the unions

were under investigation, but that the investigation

wag being corducted to determine if Federal laws had been violated.

was then given the statement to reed and he gave it to his
wife and asked her to read it to him. After she read the first two pages

she requested Agem-to read the same to which was done.
After the statement was read to him he said it wes true and correct and

ves asked if he desired to sipgn the same <r not, and that he need not sign
it if he did not care to do so. He scugry the advice of his wife who said
thet if it were true he should sign i1, and therefore did,

lvic.d Agent;‘;’ never hnd been arrested in his life and
; . S e e EAR UL T Lo o as well as'
later on., It was ncn.. OF AELENTS 1 wzS not overly intelligent and
it is felt that he r.s concerled irformation from Agents, and that he un-
doubtedly had been cont.cted ty 3-mueruz in regard to this investigation.

1
|
|

pave the following signed statement:

" Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 6, 1943.

hereby give the following statoment tof
who are known tc me to be Spec. Agts. of the

¥.B.I. Y¥o %E;bats or promises have been made me to procure this statement.

I have been there since
irst joined a mine union

"Prior to 1932 thcre was no trouble between Elshoff and U.M,W,
so far as I know. In 1832 when the Progressives were formed I joined
the P.M,A. I took no active part in forming this union.

"I don't know what the relationship between P.M.A, and Elshoff
was from 1932 up until the strike was., I don't know of the management

Af mire B a2y Gt r.‘nﬂ or Arne anuthineg +Ao m maor -|r\1'n o~y
L8 SR T} 3 55 I L I diA Y Lilp DWW Y V- & CuAJ UIJ-LAAE LUl P 1 2 <4l

<

L1

EL

union or another or to muke the men change from P.M.A. to U,

"I never paid a lot of attention to the way the P.M.A. union
was run from 1932 to 1937. I didn't even attend the meetings, It didn't
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VWITH make no differsnce to me which union they had. I don't
Imow how the money collected by P.M.A. from the miners
was spent, therc were lots of rumors but I don't know
what was dcone with the money.

NTERVIE.

"] don't Jmow anything ebout the guilt or innocense of the P.M.A.
men who were sent up for Tombings. ‘

BT viotrmw egyr vy 1T M T Ll s T4rac 4
4 TVl Sdv Qdly Uasllasiss pPlwhic Lallww Wl oy Cenlefte L1

ground the Mine B from 1932 to 1937. I never during this pericd saw anyone
tround the mine trying to get the men to swing back te U.M.%w. from P.M.A,

"I know nothing abou} any parties being given by Elshoff for
UM K. officiels or U.M.We. offi: ls for Elshoff.

"I don't recell much about the contract running out in the Spring
of 19%37. 1'd rather not say anything about the wage question at all.

"I was home the night before the mine closed and did not go to
eny meetinge.

"hen I went to work the morning of May 12th, 1937, I really
didn't think there was going to be an strike., That afterncon I heard that
we were to quite work end I quite and ceme home. I found out some time
later why the strike was called but would rather not state the reeson
given me. On the day the strike started I saw some cars loaded short.

They were I believe loaded short over a dispute cver the contract. I don't

know whether the mine closcd over the dispute over the wage guestion or over
the men who were cxpelled from the union.

"I recall signing a petition for P.M.A., I don't remember just
where but I don't think it was signed on mine property. I signed this of
my own frec will.

"I did not hear anything about any U.M.%. petition the summer of
1937, I ncver saw such a petitiom.

"I don't remember whether I signed one or two petitiems for
FP.M.A. “Vhatever I signed I did of my own free will,

"I wus not approached to join any U.M.W. local the summer of
1937. I did hear that such a local had been formed.

I don't rccall auything unusual kappening during the summer of
1937,

*I rememhar thare waa on attempb to opan the mine in Repho 1037,
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\b r) g) =
ITH I went to the mine that day I believe someone came and

told me they wes going to reopen. 1 did not work that
day and don't know whether anyone worked or note I was
at the mine about 10 or 12 days during the strike, we
were there to protect the mine and our jobs. 1 never saw anyone there
but local 54 members. I went out there of my own free will. I was not at
the mince when the Marshull came out.

continued

"] did not go out when they sttempted to open the mine in Dec.
1937, I heard of it but did not go out.

"I voted at the first X.L.R.B. elcction. I wes not forced to
vote end I voted the way I wanit . The clcction was by secrct ballot and
as far as I know wos honest.

"I don't recall anything sbout an atteompt to open the Mine "B"
in Jenuary of 1938.

: "I know thet scme of the men from Mine “B" were working at the
Joffersen mine in 1938, I don't kmow who they were though.

Ti.P.&

to the Mine

=
H‘
i
I
3
i

"In most

o 3 TrAs
thing about what may have happened in re
no interest.

£ 1938 and 1939

o]

and don'
ar e

- &and I e
B" then T t

[*Pe ]

o owm

"hhen the Mine "B" opened in 1939 I rceeived a registered letter
tslling me to come backs T went out on = Monday and went right to work.
I undorstood that we were to got Union wages end I was paid Union wages.
I pzid duss to P.M,A. for some time after going beck to work. after I
went back to work for a while I guite paying ducs to P.14.A. =nd made up
ring duss to P.M.A. becruse I did not

HEy MRS A mitiedhw

nv mind to doin U.M.is. T stopned pal

AN 4 il WU gvail Uemaedve - WY

ay
likc the wey they wore handling death benefits.

"I joined U.M.'.. of my own free will nobody forced me in any way,
I think this was after the 2nd N.L.R.B, election.

_ "I don't rceall signing any cards for either U.M.W. or P.M.A. tho
summer of 1340,

“I o tLA v +he, PvymA NT DR o lan~ds on et e A e v T gt
u S L4 LS L) ijld IYe il .wliiallp LWl U LA w dib NIIIUJJ. ~ Yuwow
of my own free will the wey I wanted to. This election was by scerect

ballot and was cntirely honest so far as I know.
“"There wcre some falls and slate in the mine when it rc-opened

but they got coal out of onc seotion of it in about 3 days. I inow nothing
about ~ny firc at Mine “B"™ in 1939, I was not at the mceting at which
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INTERVIEYN WITH

- i‘ E
| ” :
(continue "I have had Agent LHread the foregoing eight
pege statement to me and to the best of my knowledge
and belief it is the truth. I am therefore signing it of my own will.

Special Agent (F.B.I.7 (Milw,)
" gr,cial Azﬁht, F.Bﬂl., St. P&ul, Minne

as kicked out,

Sprirgfield, Ill.
Sept, 6, 1943. . ¢
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n crlbe- and & statement
rawn from them This statement was presented tc _m Scptember 2,

)
.

AN

!

.y.Sbccial Agentef
Illinpis. At that time
intarview, which were lator tra

l‘lf‘z at v hlcﬂ tlme he pronounced it corrsct in all GoCAILE and sicned it,

Tl g

1t was obsorved that !
Fe appcarcd to be an nes
would mako a good and willing witness if called upon to testify.
that h¢ has no criminal record.

The statement given by

[ r
Sept. 1, 1543

"I give the following statement t:

ond
FzArral Bur

, - NG arc known to me to be Special Agents o
cau of Investigntion. Wo threats or promises have been made

had an intellect above that of the averzge miner,
and rcliable individual, It is belicved that he

He advised

is as follows:

i ;

me to give this ctatement and 1 moke it voluntarily, o my own froc will,

"7 was borr

d working at "ine "B" ebous
U.IL.7. Union there. Up to 1532 the U, shoff got along
as I know. During this tims the union was alright so far as ths
concerncd,

111, and I am a citizen of the

0K so far
mcn wvere

" hen the union split in 1932 1 wanted to zo with the Progrmssivegi

I -wzmt over with the majority of the other men and did no organi

zing.

"Trom 1932 to tho time of theo strike in 1937 F.M.A, seened to gzet

alonz OK with Elshoff so far as I kmow, I dont remember anythin
haprening during this time. I did not kmov inything about the m
at “inc "B" being dissatisfied with F,.A. or wanting to get UM
in the mine,

"I never he of the P.M.A., officials doing anything w
ae ffar ags 1T know the mon Ser catiafi~A 34K Fhaom ﬂnr:l the viav +h
= FaREP 3 b o noalvn Wil HIGLa La) 'S [~ R= [~ d 4 Wl wiloll B T Wi = il

era isficd w
union affairs. I did not feel thazt the P.
racket at [inc "B", I know F.M.A., had over 400 members therc, I
mectings only once in awhile hecmuse it was sn fer Lo g to Spr
atteand after havine iTxed 211 day,
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Re: JOMN L, LETIS, ET AL L?’? -
©e7p

"I believe the general feeling among the miners
i at Mine "B"™ was that the 32 or so miners who
(continued, was sent up for bombings had been framed. I

wans always satisfied with the P.I.,A, officials and
felt it was a good local, T never suspected eny of them of doing anything
wrong with the money of the loeml., I think it was & good union.

"Betwesn 1522 and the time of the strike in 1937 I never saw any
TV . men picket Minz "BM. So far as I know the U.¥.,7. did nct hand or
sent out any pamphlzts to the Progressives cither at the mine or at the
mins home, Frior fo the timc of the strike I was never approached to swing
cver to the U.V.%. and knew of no spigs in the P.M.A, local, during thie
period as I reeczll tkings went smoth and there was no trouble, I never
knew or heard anything about anv Vv parties bczng civen by Elshoff for U.M.W,
officials or men. b3 — .

\'i} ) _’ﬁm ?;7 fﬁa >

"] remember that in Var, 1937 the Union contracts ran out and
that we worked for avhile without a contract. Az I understood it they
exrected to make a contract and anz Daz increase would be retroactive to
April first. T think it '»'z'ai'mwnu told us this and that he told
us out at Mine "BE™, 1 knew of ne reason to believe that P.IT.A. couldn't
zet as good 2 contract as U.I'. . and we expected the P.UM.A. would get a
contract, I dont remember any complaints being made over the mens pay in
Arril and dont recall and work stopvnazes or other trouble at this time,

"I didn't go to ths meeting the night before the strike but as I
remember it I knevwi the meeting was to be held., I think this was a special
meetin: and dont recall how I heard of it. On the worning of the day the
strike started I went to work as always. I didn't hear any argument over
viares that day but do remember hearing talk of some men having been
expelled from P,H.A. I did not see or hear anything of cars coming up and
of tke mine being loaded short. .~ hen I came up out of the mine and
went home thut night I 4id not know there was golng to be any strike. 1 came
back to the mine to zo to work the next day and found the mine shut dowm,
it was then I heard that the mine was closed bscause the P,M,A. mern refused
To work with the expelled miners, A short time after the mine closed I
signed & petition for F.K,A., "o one forced me to sign this,and as far as
I know everyone who signed it did so because they wented to. I heard that
the ¥.1,7, got out a petition that summer btul no one asked me to sign it
and I dont know anything aoout the methods used to get men to sizn. 1 also
remember later on signing another F.M.A. petition, T also signed this one
as the other tecause I wanted F.IF.A, as my union, I heard nothing about
anyons being forccd to sign this petition.

"In the summcr of 1937 I heard that U.M.7. was forming a new
local in Springfield, but no one asked me to jein it. I did hear that
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Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL >

v | © 0D

S the U.M.W. had men going around trying to sign

men up but I dont know anything about the methods
‘they used. I once heard that during the strike
Falscetti went over to the Jefferson mine to run
it. I don't know anything about :r, Tlshoff owning any interest in or being
8 reciever far ::ls mine,

"I have been shown by Agents of the F,B.I. en affidavit dated
tug, 25, 1937 at Virden, I1l. this affadavit refers to Charles Roth,
who is now dead, telling me and others to attend a U.¥,7., meeting. The
information therein is true and correct and I reaffirm it and mwy signature.
The statements in it were given freely by me and I was not forced to sign
it or compelled in any way. I believe it was made at the Court Fouse in
Virden, I11.

"I remenber that min;k"" was reopened in the fall of 1937, I
knew it was going to onen but dont recall just how I pgot notice of This,
I believe somcone phoncd and told me sbout it. T have no rccollection of
the frogressives having held any meeting to decide what they erc going
to do. As I remember T want back the first day all ready to go to work
but didn't. I think that only about 5 or 6 men vent dowvn in the mine that
day. Thosc men as I recall wers Pste Carter, Cotton Ananias, Andy
3chrelevious, Tony Flotch, Dominic Fasquale, Sammy, Frank Auston, John
3irtout, Geo. & Tmory Jacaway {Father & Son), Charlcs Bohancn and James
Fxle, T belicve they were 2ll in wrking clothes and nobody tricd to
stop them, T dont remember any bedy saying you had to join UM.,”. in order
to go to work., 1 dont remcmber that thesc mon wcrc supposed to be U.M.7.
spies but do remember that they went to work., 1 came on back home that day
and -ent back to the mine thz next day to help —ith the picketing, I
helped with this for about 30 days and then got & job with i

el g

"I voted in the {irst ¥,L.R.B. clection as I had a right to do
this and intended at the time to go back to work at mine "B". As I
remember this election it was fair and honest., The balloting was by
sccrect ballot and no one tried to influence me to vote one way or the

"hen the mine opened in Dec. 193% I went back and vorked one day
then quite. I quite end went to work at the Virden Yine which is a P.M.A,
mine, I om still a P.!'.A. member. I quite the mine "B" becausc 1 hed
another job at the Virden inc and felt I would rather work there.

- ———
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Re: JCIX L. LEWIS, ET AL

b7D

"] have read the foregoing statement of nine hend-
written pages and to the best of my knowledge and
belief it is &ll true. 1 am therefore signing
this stztement of my own free will.,

continuec

[ ] . o
Signed: §R

aalnceoes:

T
pecial Agent F.BR.I, (¥ilw.)
111. Sept. 2, 1943"
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Re: JOHN L. IEWIS, IT AL. la7c/

IMTERVI=Ww WITH

_at Lis residence, g - Springfield, Iilinocis, on
September 7, 1943, He appeared to be w1ll;rg tn answer questions put to
him, but h.d no krowledge of pertinent facts. e would not make a good
witness., He fumished the following signed statement.

"Springfield, Illinois
Scptember 7, 1943

make the following statement *o
vhom I know to be Special
nvestigation, U. 5. Department

Aperts of the
of Justice, %

I presen'ly Tive ‘q o . 'Sﬁringfield, .y,
ime,

"The first mine union I joined was the United line vorkers
of Amerca wiinch will be referred to hereinaflter as T, T Joined
this uwnion 1in at ii.e 'S8f'. I worked at this mine continuously
frozr.-“to Yay 12, 1937, the day the mine closed down.

"I never heid an oifice in a mise wnion, I am net familiar
with the circumstances at line B in 1932 which TDrought about the
formation of the Progressive #ire »orkers of aAmerica which will
be referred tuv hereinafter as the PMA.

"T was satisfied with the UMy before 1932, T noticed no trouble
between lshof? and UMW before 1932,

"as far as I know Zlshoff ot along alrignt with the PMA wntil
1935 or 1936 when it appeared he bLegan to faver the UMi. I felt
Elshoff seemed to be very friendly with some c¢f the men who seemed
to pe UMy organizers. I consider the following men who were viorking
at the mine before it closed down were Ulli organizers: Joe Albanese, And-
rav Schrelevious, Dominic Fasquale, Pete Carter, Frank austin, Tony Ploteh,
go%n Sirtout, Gearge Jacaway, Zmory Jacaway, Charles Johannon, and James
ale.

"None of these men ever talked to me. I heard they were UM7
organizers from the other miners.

"I was satisfied with the PMa. I would still rather work under
the PMa than the UM, while T worked at lline B. I was a coal digger.
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Res JOHN L. LEWIS, et al. Z;')(:/

b0

*1 know roething of the wage secale controversy.

TERVIZg WITH
"] heard about the PUA meeting on May 11, 1937.

Some miner told me about it. I was not able to go te that meetirg, I heard
the next day some UMi orgarizers had been thrown out of PMA at this meet-
irz,

"I remember that tlie coal cars were shorted on May 12, 1937 but I
cxd not know why.

"T never tried to go back to work at Ifine B after May 12, 1937 when

it later tried to re-upen or vhen 1t &d open in Hovember, 1939. .I did
1ot go back because I was too old and ry health woulé not let me work
Anymo re -

e

"Inasmuch as my eyes are ot good I have ha G
B R read this statement to me cuns:.s‘b:l_n'J ol twWo pages arL
it 1s true and correct.

eent, F.B.1.

Sc1al sgent F.B.I.Y
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RE: JOHN L. LT7IS, ET AL. z, RO

LD -

wes interviewed by Special agente

W gms:.sted that he
w nothing concernlng RCTIVITICS &% Mine B, He ex-

presses himself with some diffieculty znd appears to nhave a poor memory.
It is not fult thet his feulty memory is the result of any contacts that |
might heve boon made with him.  Although his personal eppearance 1is satisﬁ
factory, it is felt that he would make a poor witness. He furnished the =
following signed stetement:

-

Y .. IKNTERVIE. W1TH

1

!
1

"9-6-43

e the feoillowing voluntary statement to
both™ * whom have identified themsclves as be=
pecla ¢ Federal Bureau of Investigstion. No threats or
promises have been made to induce me to make any statement.

114

Lwwas born i % e
I have been a U.S. citizen since presently 1i
b 5 . I joined the U.M.... in about
working &s a mincr, have never held any offiec in any uniecn, I never
attended many union meetings and haven't been to any since ges rationing.

"I started to work at Mine B in 1936 and had joined the Progressive
in 1932 wher the state went Progressive., when I first started working at
Line B everything secmed to be going alonc fine. 411 the men were getting

-
I_ii'+ n vier 671 wipht with
v

union was r oln +la
ILE 8.10ng a.a Tlgav wWilh The

AlTAavme wath 3 ] o]
QLONE, W1t Ll OLii10urIs all uJ. uNnion was [2R~]

company.

"I was working at Mine B ir the spring of 1937 and don't know
anything about any wage dispute or ony qucstions about wages. I never
heerd enything sbout any men working for United. At the time of the strike
I wos working in box and remember that we all worked as usual until
ethout 3 o'clock in the afternoon, when they told us to go home. ‘e didn't
know anything ebout any strike until after the strike was called.

"I remember that a short time after the strike somc Progressive
men told me to sign & pazper so I signed it. I don't rcmomber any petitions
being sent around to the meni I went out to the mine in the fall when the
men went on the picket line and stayed there off and on until the injunction
was issued in Dec¢, of 1937, I used to come cvery once in a while, especially
cn Saturday nights to see my wife and clean up. I didn't sce any fighting .
=nd nohody 5813 T had to stay out to the mine.

T remember thot I voted i

L 21 s of
I remember that we all marched to the Armory in groups of about 1% o



b7

RE* JOHN L. LEwIS, ET 4L. L0

IHTERVIEH ﬁ;;ﬁ men in a group. after the strike some men came to my

F house and asked me to join United. I told them I didn't

continued want to join until all the rest of the men did. I
remembar that Bohannon came to my house sometime in the

fall of 1940 after I started back to work in }Mine B and told me thet the
rine wesn't golrng to operate any more with Progressive men. Two cther men
were with Bohennon but I don't remember their names. They didn't hit me
or threuten me in any way though. &5 I recall it, I started back to work
al Mire F shortly after the new vear started in 1940.

I belicve 1 joined the United Mine Workers in the winter of
1940, I wanted to keep my job and wes afraid of losing my job if I didn't
sign up with United. INobody cver told me, but we all felt that unless we
Joined United we would lose our job. Nobody ever hit me or threatened me
in an attompt to get me to jcin‘§ union. During the time I was at the mine
I never saw anyone hurt. -

ey - 3
Yhis statcmort of 2 pages has been read to me b

Signed

Spceinl Agocnts, FBI, U,S. Dept. of Justice. "
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL ] A
, {

(o * INTERVIEL UITH

: was interviewed at his home by
é Special Agent: f ‘ . N SRR ¢an neither

i read nor vwrite kEngils as a very paor meriory not nake a satis-
Pactory .itness. e fa led to remember ary details concerrning activities
o+ Vipe B and the fallowing statement was s:cured from him:

‘ I1linois,

September 2, 1543,

f£21lowiny signed voluntary stete-
Tl : E ho have identifiecd themselves
to me as TIing ‘pOCIHA ~gznts in the Federzl Burcau of Investigzation., No
threats or Eromir:s hove been Epde to me to got me to make o statement,

I reside ot oW

, maxe tho

¥+

"I was born -} A R and came to the U. S.,
i:_ I am an am.rican citl cozl mining in sbout and
isined the nited l'ine .orkers at that time. I haeve nevor held an ofTicCe in

"T went to work =t ¥ine B about 1935, as near &s I can recall, and
I was working therc on the day of the %E{IKE. I don't know anytblng

ebout the strike, I was working in B: x' 1t the tlm

its a J.Ung time,
I don't remcmber.

>

"’fter the strike I signed o petition at the Union Hall im
pringficld, I was at the wines on the picket line, three, four months.
nll the other Tellows were there,” 1 went to show I was a good member of
[ Frogrossive. somsone told me to go.

"The above is 0ll I know alout the trouble,

(signed)

Writnessed: : B}

. {sirmed)
s signed)
urLCJal fAgents, F.E.T.

"U., S. Dept. of Justice

Mrate: Above reoad b
- 1] Lo advlsed
arg true."

nF’hI’LL
contents w

)
)
)
)
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\ oY
Re: JOMN L. LLWIS, ET AL, /o

INTERVIL. WwITH

p Special agent: BN anc IR s -seemnd afraid
of sometlirg during the interview, out when asked if anyore had told him

3 not to gave information to the F.B.I. ,UF 52id that no one had talked

. to nim, He speaks English with difficully 4d understands it when spoken

R slewly. e clazimed to have no criminal record, If necessary, he is willing

— trn tegtifrr Ye furnishned the following signad statement.

- "Springfield, Ill.
R Septenber 6, 1943,

"I, SRS nmake ti fo“lcw7 g ctaterent freely and
voluntarily B E T T whoe have

mentlfled themseives to me as Spetia AL e Federal

Rureau of Investigation. Mo threats eor promises have been
made to me to ootazin this staterment.

T presently reside =1 @@
I arm employed at idne 2 I vias born

m I came to tie United States
in Sprangfield, 111. in TN

-
|IJ.

first joined a union, the Unitea Mine workers, in Spring-
field, I1l., ir I stayed in this union wmtil 1932 when I
joired the .-ogr'=551ve Hine Workers of america, I think it was
before the election in February 1941 at Mine B that I rejoined

tie U.L.7., but I am not sure. I have never been an officer in
any wiion,

"] started to work at ifine 3 about -}fhen the P.M.i. union
was organized in 1932, & went zlong with the rmajority. From that
time wntil 1937 everythi.g was smooth at Mire B. I was satisfied
with the P.M.4A. wnion and wita the leaders of that wion, I would
have been satlsfled vith Ul . also because it makes no difference
to me to which wnion I belong. I just want to be with the majority
in a union.

"Before the strike started in 1937 no one ever said anything to
me abeut joining the U.U. .. I don't remember any talk about anyone
triing to force any of the miners to join a wnion,

"I went to quite a few P.M.A. union meetings, but I don't re-
Dk member 2 meeting on the right before the strike started. I don't
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e Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.
PR ’ 19'7 g
R - A -
o D
INTERVI=W WITH remember any talk about some men being kicked out

of the P.u.A. because of their working for U.M.W.
ontinue

“1 the day the strike started I went to work in 8re 3, I don't
know any r-aswns for tie strike, I think ithe riners were called out of
the mire, uy the P.M.a. officials, but I den 1 know for sure. I don't
know if any of the men vere loading their cars with short weights,

“After the strike started, I don't remember siming any petition
for any union.

"I recall that I receiwpid a rotizs from the mire compeny that
Mmoe B waes gpoing te opan in Sept. ber 193/, Uher the mire opened, 1 re-
call that the P,M.A. had a meeting and veted to picket the mine if the
raenagement tried to send U.l.., men into the mne. The P.M.A. officials
thought the U.ll.w. men would try to go into ¥ine B. I am not certain
vhether the P.}.A. mestirg was before or after the rmanagement tried to open
the mine. I recall that I went out to the picket line which the P.M.A.
started to keep U,M.W. men from going into Kine 3, I went out to the
prcket line because I wanted to. No one forced me to geo out to the
Jicket line. I remember the federal injunction cbtaired by the mine com-
pany, but I don't know any reasons for it.

"in the election at the State armdry in December 1937 I voted
for the P.M a4, because I was a member of that unicn, and I liked that
oy urion and wanted it to stay at Mine B,

I "Prior to the reopeni.g of the rine in November 1939, no one
- said anything to me about joining U.M..».. After I went back to work at
= line B lohanncn came to my home, anc shovied me a list of names of men

who he said had joined the U.lL.W. De did not threaten me, and did not

o tell me that I weuld lese my jeob if I did not join the U, .. IHovever,

- I krew that I would lost my job if U.M... got into line B and I vas not

5 : a mémber of it, so I joined up ith U.M.. to save my job. I think this

s« vas before the clection in February 1941.

\.

"] recall that
seem tc recall that therc

1937,

B had a job as an air-checker, and I
sucn & job before the strike started in

N
"Rohagnon was the only man vho ever talked Yo me about joining\\ )
the L¥M.Ww. but he never did threaten me if I did not join the U.l.w, ;

- 335 -



T
{:ﬁ

re: JON L, LEWIS, ET AL.

INTZXVIEW wITH "In the election in February 1941 I voted for the
U.M.7i. because 1 was a member of that wmnion at that time.

It did not make any difference to me which wnion was

(Continue
in Mine E.
"This statemont cossisting of this =nd two other typewritten pages

has been read to me, and I state that it is true to the best of my know-
ledze and recollection, ~

/5

wlitnesses:

Special Azents, F31
Springfield, Ill_“
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Res JOH! L, L[ETIS ey

at hie reeldence = R _

cn Septenbsr 2, 1843. He appeared w1111ng to answer the questions put to
him, and vould willingly testify Yo the facte eet forth in his aigned
ctatemenrt,

The following is the gigned rlaztouant of

Illinois
September 2, 1943

, meke the following volun“ary stetement
4 i 1 R whum I know to be Specizl Apents
of % . ezf eation, U. S.Department of Justice,

“I wee bicrn at B _ I moved to
Illinois viien I ¥ ived in the wviecinit
Illincis &ll my life, I first joined & mine union in‘
llinecis Thls vee locel 44u of the United iine VWorkers of -
Th office

I ever held

®iprroximetely spealing, I sturted working et Mine B inﬁ
and continued working there until Fey 12, 1937 when the mine shut dovm.
I never went back after that dete for any recson whetecevers As I mentioned
abtove, I joinocd the U:Y in gnd remained & member of that union until
Sentember, 1932 vher I'ine B ¥ent over to the Progressive I'iner Workers of
imeriece, reicrred to heroincfter as the Fl'A. 1 felt thot the PHA wae o
very good union end believed it hed copable leedership. The imembars of
the union scemed to got elong alright with their uniorn officicls. I'm
srecking of the PlA. T

"I do not know hov Elshef{ got slong with the UMW prior to
1832 or :is relgtionship vith FIA from 1332 te 1937, During the time I
worked et s.ine B, I only &t cnded one union mecting and thet wee & PUA
meetinge I 6id not go to the Fi A meeting held on the night of XNey 11,
1337,

"Sometinc in the first part of April, 1937 sme egritators
were vorking in VMine B and trying te get the FiA miners to join the UMW,

L L R, T s T Vs mb Al xnTemm mamm o T AV e o omm FATON ORGP
+ilso I'ell, &il UJ. Wiom o1 quU\ L vy 1IN0 Lnfb'; UUU I‘.X.U?;:Ilt,\.,b, LWURR DULiE QI gL ,
John Anunies, Jumes Hele, Tony Floteh, .andrew Schrelovious, Johr Sirtout,
Fran¥ auetirn, Fete Carter, Dominiec Fasquele, G.orgec Jreoiar, Bmory Jocavay.

enid Zharles Eohannon.
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Re: JOI L. LEw1S, ET AL L '_)c_/

&0

w-one of these above mentionad men talked to me
B ebout joining the W%/, but I heard thet they telked
tiraee) to other miners on that subject. These UIN organizers

did threcten and beat PHA nembers to get tham to
22w the T, T never overhcerd theoee threoets or. sew the fights but I
ascrd soout thom from other minore. I heard also thet thess ULW sggitators
vert to tho warh house and cut up tho PIA minsr®s clothes so thoy coul&
not be worrs This hapnened ofter the mino re-opcned in November, 193%.
I volunterily joined the FIA ir 1232 when John L, Lewis's officiale stole
the ballot boxes. It was my undsrstonding fronm Pla officicls thet in 1837,
Elghoff wae to poy retroactive pey deting beck to fpril, 1937, but he ¢id not
do so, I cdid not attend the FEA mecting on llay 11, 1937 when soma of the
ar:itctore were expelled from Fin for gpgitating for UIT, but I heard about
it ths next dry et the nine.

(cor

%
“Or. 'y 12, 1937 the 1+ mbers  the Flln Pit Comittes told the
men who had boen expelled not to go into the mines After I had rone into

the mine, & merber of the Fiu. Fit Committce told me to load my ccre short
&g the expolled miners hod bacon pornitted to enter tho mine by Elshoff,

I dic not loed ehort, bhut sa-e 2id zrd tho mine was shut dowvne The ghort
lotding ves not co to the v ge scele matter. T signed the Fia petition on
T2 26, 1837 to show I wes & movber of Fil. This woe tho only petitior I
cigmeds Sinee I did not cttend union mectings, and weos not an officisl of

the union or hrve any dealinge with the Opsrotors, I kner very little about
the wage scole question, or hove first hend lmowledge sbout the labor
orpanizing.

"I sow the ap-itcters mentioned in this steiement, onter Elshoff's

of fiec et the nmine o lorgo nwber of times in April, 1937. I don't know what
they szidé, but it is zy bolisf thot tho ULV bought Elshoff off to got the
controet and the bergoining rights but I heve no wey of furrnishing ovidence
te wrove 1t.

¥I have carefully read ond fully undorstend the o znd ons
htif proce of this etctoment end it coririns the truth to the boest of my
irovlcdpcs :

¥itncsseds
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Re: JOWN L., LTwIS, LT L. 57 C

by Specisl Lgentc GEECTTEEN : : Peln vy
pearea cuoonerative but 1t is not ieit that he would make a good witness|:

becaucse nf his
Miie n3M, sdvised that he vas a geod Iriend of PET= C..RTZR, i
vhe is ore ol the alleged UM spies, and thlazi he thought these men ‘
(the spies) ™verc right in actine as they did"., He furnished the follow-
ing sisned stotement.,

of knowledge of vhat occirred durirg the trouble at X

"Zpringfield, I11.
tember 6, 1943

5¢

A

ng—_T tl’:

signe z upec1a1

ment.

stay 1in "

Hine in joining t

ny Interrnational carc I started at ifine B!
000t ﬁrctaining my Ui Betveor. and 1932

the MIi. and the "ineg '3 offacials got aleong as usual, .as I
understand it the Progressive Union sras formed because of vage
troudle and the votes being stolen in 1932, 7 never had any

part in forming this union znd have rever hold an office in el
the PIY. or the °r . T joired the 'P'r'nuroquvnq 'ﬂn;rrr 1ith the

oz jority at Line to'. So far as I know thu Propressives got
along zs well vith . Llshoff as the Ul did, I don't think that
the management vas pe.rtial towards eithor union. )

ther

"I thought that the Prozressive Uhion was fine in the beginning
and fovered it up to the time of the strike in 1937,

"The strike at .finc '37 in *ay of 1937 started because of a
pute over wages, fine '3' wasn t paying as much as some of the sur-
dlng minas, S1gned ¢ temporary contract but it didn't pay
as much as the new UK. contraect. Snortly Sefore thc strike I re-
member Pete Carter, Frank austin, Tony Ploteh, John 'Cotton! .nanias,
John Sirtout, George and Smery Jacaway, Charles ’3hanron, and James Hale

D..
iJ'l
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Re: JOIN L. 1EWIS, ET ..L.

INTERVIES wITH ard a few others weréb saying that they weren 't go!:ng
Ba : to work for less wages. I think that these men were
right. Those nen were Progresnvés bu't. they said
that ther weren't soirg to ‘'scab' on the ot.her mines fhe ca.me put and sald
that they were going to join UlSii. 1 never attended ary meetings at which
any of the above named men were suspended or oxpelled, I den't reeall

any meeting the m.gH before the st.r:Lke. ‘ e

"T cadn't know a thing about the Btrike mtll we were called out
VR e :fternoon of May 12, 1937, because we couldn't-make
an agreement with #r, Elshoff, " I didn™ load any coal short on the day
of the strikec, but understand that some cf the mdners d1d load coal short

that day.
"I reeall that about & including the mpen named above called
thic Progressives 'scabs! and w strike a short timo before the big

strike on May 12, 1937. .fter thess mem struck somc of them were ox-
pelled by the PMa, I think that these men went on strike on april 27,
1337 after the first pay doy where we didat't get a raise.

"I recall signing onc petition for the Progressnres before we
~cnt back to work. :

“The mer mentiored above formed a new UM/ local and Pete Carter,
who was a good friend of mire, tried to got 1@ to go to their mectings.

"During the 'Set Down Strike!' at Mine '3t I spent about a morth
picketing, ‘hile I was there I never saw any attempts to open the mine
by UMYA4. '

n.fter the Government stopped the picketing I voted at the NLRB
c¢lection, which was conducted very fairly., The Progressives von the elec-
tion 404-25. asfter the election I don't know of any attempts by UH"'m
mcn to reopen the mne.

" hen I went back to Mire B a couple of months after it opened
T was still paying dues to the Progressives. I remained rrogressive
for a couple of months befsre 1 switched over to Ui, I charged over be-
cause I thought the Progressives were losing and T wunted to protect my
job. 1o one ever threatcied or beat me to get me to join UMIA. I vent
down to a Vifj. meeting and signed up there., If I quit Mine B the P,
told me that they couldn’'t do anything for o ik R
I had Yo join Ukia to keep my Jjob.
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8 Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET L. b <~ :

"T voted MISL m the second YLR3 election, Wi
won this electlon. ' .

n,t the present time I prefer UML..

mhﬁs read the above thrac and ona half (33) pages
of statemenis to me. The same are true and I do hereby sign ry name.

"Witnessed:

o)

Qvﬁap-v 1"| Jeh"‘ :..‘ B
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RE: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL

INTERVIE., %/JTH

inols, was int ed
e and
[1culty an

lhlb man spcaks Engllsh with conside

a 11m1te4 expression. He can understand only rplain and simple qQuestions.
lie said he is “1illing to testify in court, btut prefers not to. He claimed
to have no criwinal record.

-

"Springfield, I1l.
September 4, 1943

male thc following voluntary statement to
Lo whooo T ¢now~to be Spocial Azents of the v
Federal Bureau of nvestlgatlo", of v own Irce will, with no threats or
promises made to me.

efiecld, T11,, and am working in
Mine B. 1 was borr B o #nd came to the United
States in I was natural’ at Srrinzfield, I31, I

- Jjoined a mine union, some small local, in fennsy¢Vdnwa, in In %
I joined the [.M,7W. at Springfield, I11. I 301nud the Progressive Mine
Wworkers of America in 1% 32 whern thg najorit:y of the men at Mine B where Y
was working did. I didn't take ary part in orgenizing the P.M.A. and went
with the majority of the ::en.

"I oresently 1ive a

"From 1932 until 1937, there was no trouble between the P.M.A. and
the mine manzgement. The F.MM.A. always treated me all right, an< T had no
fault to find. The U.M.'.. bad always treated me all right, too. It made
no difference to me one union or another. I don't remember any P.M.A, meet-
ing; the nivht before the strike. To the best of my menory, I don't think
anyone went into the mine on the day of the strike., I don t remembzr who it
was that told me te stay cut of the mine that day. I heard that the strike
was called because the Mine B mana ement said they didn't want the P.ML.A,
in the mine, thai they vanted the U,IL°7. I don't remember any more about
it. I don't know if U.M.W. had any orgznizers or agitators in the
mine before the strike or not.

"1 think I signed a paper for the P.M.A. shortly after the strike,
which paper said that theru we e more P.M,A. men that U,lf, W, in the
mine, that the P.1Li. didn't want to ficht, they just wanted to work. Some-
time, I thirk it was that summer, before the mine opened, two :ien, whose
nares I don't know, one an Itulian and one a Lithuanian, came and asked ne
to join the U.M.W, I told then I wouldn't sign, and they left. They didn!'t
thrcaten me, but told me that conditions would be better for me if T joined
the U.lL¥, . :
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| _ : .
/ o) | oo

: ‘49/7123 : , EA
INTERVIE: UITE § . "In the fall of 1937, I ﬂent out to the
{continmed) ' picket line at the mine. We were told

' by the P,M.A. that we were picketipg

to keep the jobs for ourselves, and away from the U,M.W. All the men on the
picket line were Mine B men. One night a man came to the mlne, and told the
men to leave. ALl left quielly. .
‘

"ibout two wecks after the mine opened in l?B?,Wtold
me to come back to work. 4 short while-alter I started work, Do

Pzasquale czme to my room, and tried to g=t nme to JDln the 0.2/, He told me
T wWOU -|r§r1 1t bhe ahla to l’rrn"].( at 4+he h'\r\p 1‘P + 1n1n the I ?T.T HP rhdnlt

PEVY T e ViAo aaa VoAl WidT Waakerrs LU A 8

T didn
threaten me, and T never was hurt, 2lthough I did hear of nen getting beat
up in other boxes.

il
un

"Som2time lotzer, before I joined U,Y.%., sume man, I think it was
Sirtout, told me I wouldn't put wy track Zaid near a well and T wouldn t
zct a good room, unless I signed with the U.M.W. I had to iay some of the
track mys21f. I joined the U.M.',, bucaure Sirtout told me I would have
better conditicons. This is the cnly reason 1 joined ULM.T, % 3
ard wouldn't zet a Jjob amwherc elss. T liked the P. H.A.. and

was Sa
fied with it, although, as I said bLfOfL, all unions arc the sane to me.
In the election of Deccmber, 1937, I votud P.M.A. becausc most .of the men
scencd to want it. In 1941, I voted for U.X.,3, at the elcetion, because
I was 2 menbh r at that time, and becausc 1 didn't want any more trouble at
the mine.

"T have had the for .2oing, consisting of about threec pagus, read to
ne, and I swear it is the trutn to the best of my knowledgo.m

/s/

Miitnessess

Special apents, F.B.I.
Springfield, I11."
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

&.‘ N) INTERVIEW WITH Springfield, Illinoiz,

) ' : Yiowed o = Bpecial
'Y delibterate in his actions speech, but when 36 can express him-

self so tha* he can be understood, He understands Bnglish, but claims to be
unsble to rezed very well. He said he was arrcsted once by mistake, but it was
not on a criminel charge,dsud he is not afraid to tell the truth as
he knows jt.

W curnished the following signed statements

-

"Soringfield, Il1.
Zaptember 8, 1943.

gstatement freely and volun-
tarily te . . who have identified themselves
to me as Specia Bureau of Investigation. No threats
or promises have been mede to me to obtain this stetemant. '

"I live a3 Springfield, Tllinois. I wag
born

' and came to the United Stetes in
I accuired my ¢3 ‘rough my father when he wap paturalized, but

don't remember the date. I am presently working st Nine B,

-

"I first joined a union, the United Mine Workers, ir q in
Springfield, I11, T stayed in this union until 1932 when I Joined the Progres~
sive Mine vorkers of America. 4As I recall I rejoined the U.M.¥., just before .
the election in February 1941, I never have held an office in any union.

!

"From 1932 until 1937 while I was working at M'ne B, everything
seemed to be 0.E. The P.M.A. union was satisfactory so far as I was concerned,
but it reslly made no difference to me which union I was in because I thought
one union was as good as any other.

"4s I recall efter the strike started BOHANNON came to my house and
esked me to join the U.M.H. I did not say "yes" or "no". I just told him
that I would gee about the matter leter, SHRELEVIOUS was with BOHANNON; the
younger JACAWAY was alsc present. No threate were made to me at this time.

] "After the mine recpensad in 1939 there was a new bunch of men in
the mine. Every few days & new bunch of men would come into the mine. They
did not do any work, but merely walked around the mine and telked to the mem.
I think these men wera changed freguently so that the men working in the mine .
would not get to know these men. ~

"One night after the mine reopened, Mine B I mean, a big man whm e
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL b7Q,

H name I don't know, came to my houss and wanted me to sign .

up with U.M.7. He seid that the men would have good work-

ing conditions in Mine B if they joined U.M.¥., but if they |
stayed in F.M.A., the conditions would not be gooda

ontued,

"I recal] that BILL SIRTOUT was aiwnys asking me to join U.M.%. He
talked to re flmost s7ery day. He eaid that if I did net join U.M,W., I would
not have any 3job. : [

"l finally joined U.M.,¥. because I thought I had to to keep my job
at Mine B. I had no fault to find with P.M.A., and merely signed up with U.M.%.
to keep my job., On the day I signed vp wita U A%, some man those name I don't
remember telked to me mbout joining U ¥.W. “owwn in the mine. When I came to
the top srel s i oo figned me up for T.M.A.

sk Lo A

"I heard that some men were bea® up at Mine B, but I don't know
their names, -

"I don't kucw why the strike vtertzd. I don't know if the miners
were loading cars with short wiights on the day the strike started. I found
out about the strike after I hal camolsted ny work on the day the trouble
started. I was told that the men were not worklng sny more. L don't remember
who told me this. ' .

"I remember that I signed a petition for P.M.A. shortly after the
strike started. This petition was to show that the P.M.A. had most of the
miners at Mine B in thelr union, and that they wanted to go back to work. I
don't recell eny other petitions.

"I received & notice fram Mine B in Septamber 1937, as I reocall,
thet the mine would reoper. The notice smi2 that the mine would open with
U.M.%. men only. I recell the picket line in thglfall of 1937, but I dor't
remember how the picket line was decided upon. “he purpose of the picket was
to keep U.M.", men from going into iine B to work because we of the P.M.A.
felt we had the right to protect ocur jobs. T remember that the P.M,A, officisl~
used to pick up the miners and take them out to the mine to the picket line.

They told me to go out to the picket line, but they did not threaten meror
force me to go. I only saw Mine B men in the picket line.
"In the elettion in December 1937 at the State Armory I voted £ar’ﬂ’f’

the P.M.A. because I liked that union as well as I liked the U.M W., and I
knew that most of the miners preferrsd the P.M.A. union,

: " "I don't remember how I wted in the election in February 1541.
At this time I was & member of the U.M.W. because I knew that I would have
been beat up if 1 had not joined when I dxd.

¥



REt+ JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL . JL: . -
NTE i ™.hen FILL SIRTOUT talked to me sbout joining the U.M.W.,
I remembar thet he +512 mse that it would be oo bad for mse
!conglnued, if I did not join the U.M.¥., I knew that he meent that I

would get a beating if I did not jJoin the U.M.W.

"ithen the mine attampted to reopen in September 1937, FALCETTI
told the me: thet if thsy did not Join U.M.¥., they would not _go down inte
¥ine B, and thst the company was not going to work Mine B with P.M.A. men any-
mere. He said that they would never open Mine B under & P.M.A, contract any
more, end that the mine would be under U.M.7. only.

"This ststament consisting of twis ~nd tao other tvpewritten pages
hes been read to me, end I state thay Z5 i: Lrs Lo vhe best of my knowledge
and recollection.® .

Sorlngfleld 111." | :
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Re: JOHN L. 1E7TIS, ET AL 570 - - o

INTERVIZ WITH

11n01s,
znd

qfurnlshe agents wit T
same over but then said that he would not sign it unlass he was in Court )
and was told to simm it and he also mentioned that he would testify to that

in Court if re werc crlled upon. He also navised acents the information
was true., it was noted that ﬂ.s a retiner inielligent individual
and reldlly'understooc the questions gsked him and it was noteﬂ Eiiﬁ he is

very well versed in

who are knovn to me to be Speélal Azen Js“pf"the Fe§era
gation, U, S. Department of Justice. Fo thrcats or promiscs have been made

me to give this stztement. )

"Prior to 1932 when UMX was there at Mine B the loc2l was just the
same as any other UMW loc21l, Everything was fine and dandy between UMW
and Carl Elshoff thzt I know of before 1932. When John L. lewis caused the
trouble around 1932 and they turned over to PMA I did not like the idea .
25 T never liked to see too many orginizations for us mincrs. But when the
split came I went over to PMA with the others because they were the cr *roll-

ing party, I dlq not tzke any actlve part in goir aver to the PNA.

S AR N o

. \“ -
w_g, m,.»h» ;.,rsfn 4;1!\!\ ‘h, AT AR ‘heuﬁ-.-_A T R,




ce e ﬂ"”‘“’@"‘"'
) ‘_? s
l_'liﬁ

' Re: JOHMN L. IEWIS, ET AL

"Between 1932 and the time the mine clossd I never kmew
of any difficulty between Carl Elshoff and PMA. When
I first became president Elshoff and I had an understand-
ing thzt if any cases were brot up that they would be
decided a:cor01rb to the contract which was then in force and Elshoff said -

] =t and I never had any trouule with Elshoff as long as -
Ind the cases were disposed of satisfactorilr. I believe
o ns fair. I never had any troutle with OSCAR FALCETTI then
either, . .

"Bgtween 1932 and the time *the ninc closed dowmn there never was:
any trouble or strikes »r slow-downz thev- at Mine 3 and things went along
= very fine and nice.
“Botween 1932 and the time the mine clescd I never heard Faleetti
or Elshoff make any temarks thot they liked UMY better or wanted them back,
Neither did they do arnrhing to my knowlea.2 of ‘rying to get UMW back at
th~t time.

"T recall tha-§g R ik and up until the mine
closed that there would be smnll fighes ang Lroubles especially around
election times as the men would h've too many drinks_ etc. but it had
nothing to do with the coal company. There would be men who wanted to see
their friends in as officinls and naturaily they vould get to arguing about
the matters. )

"T 5aid then and still say now that in any locnl union there is
too much proiiteering in them. In connectlnn vivh local 54 they were no
more racket ridcden than any oth : would seem to be run alriganb
but there were a few such as ; : and several

p Yo EEFETES or beat were given
by thesSe med b +nd tn2lk the men into somet!'ing one

. way or another. I was very active in PMA prior to the time th: mine closed
and attended most of their meetings. Some of the miners felt that those PMA
men convicted in the bombing cases had an injustice to them. I never had
any opinion on thz matter but I knew quite a few of them personally,

. -

PBetween 1932 and 1937, while I was president, there was passed
a 1C¥ levy on all miners and this was called a strike fund and was to be
used for helping miners in other locals who were not working, I don't
think that all of this money went to the strike fund but went tow.rd sa2laries
and other ex nses. There was no books then and everrthine was on a cash
basis. o SRR 7 i
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

D .
‘not even under bond. There were 12 men on thls board
who took care of this money. There were no other out-

sianding special assessments outside of the regular
dues and assessments for death ete T know that dur-

ML O diid SQOUODowimslivie 4 Ul Woa Ve - Vwae foadis aisia W

ing 1932 aond 1937 a lot of the members were able to get gas corpons fram
the loc:l if they had to do something on union business and a lot used to
get such gas.

"The officers and other expenses and salaries a1l came out of the
general fund of local 54. The dezth fund was handled J0.K. as far as I
know. If there was any crookedness with the money affairs it could have
happened in the 10§ levy but I don't knw Tor sure if anything wrong did go

P A = ™ - ~™ - 1Y v Ad AL, At Fha m™m.. TN
DIl LIlClT . 1Ne J.UL-’}J.EAWIIDUD iel e da..L &edn 01l av uie ];E-.U.L‘LAEBQ Py - -

officials_ however_ d&id make regular reporus to vhe miners at the meetings
as to what happened tc their 1scal funds. Hovever, this 10% levy was not
accounted for as it was a s -cLal Bet up. Vhen the Speci:xl strike fund was
discontinued by loczl &5/ % = left kis job and moved to Michigan.
it a2 special meeting in OpY at 8th % Tashington, all but

15 men voted to remov
‘others oprosed ii. B

™

"While we had our Progressive union at Mine B, there were rumors
arownd that there were UMW men out trying to get the PLA to go back to the
UMy but none of them ever approached me. During this period there was no
picketing at Mine B by the UM# that I know of, I did see some white papers
scattered along the lane leading up to the mine snce but whether this was
UMT literature or not I could not say. I ¥mew nothing sbout any paid UNW
spies or organizers being in the FMi 16eal prior to the strike.

n
T nzver hea

A
the UKW men or officials.

ol o
&

"I remember when the contract between the Progressives and the ,
opcrators ran out in lar. of 1937, at that time a temporary Zgreement
was drawn up as I recall and white slips with the substance of this agreement
on them were passed around among the men, by Eq‘ There was no feeling
at this time that the Progressivcs would not be able to getas good a con= _
trict as good as the UMY or anyone e1se& I rcmember no arguments or disputes P

P, P e e~

over this. There was nover any trouble at the mine over the wipe guestion -
so far as I know. I never had Falsetti or Elshoff say anything to me about
the agresment betiween the union 2nd the company, I believe that the

company did have some slips showing the nature of the agreement, ut T dont
know exactly what the nature »f this was 2t this time.
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL £ < ] S

"I did not attend the meeting the night before the mine
closed out, I do recall the contention over the 5

men who weTe to be expellMis. I remember telling some
of the trial board members that the charge that they
had placed aprainst these men was z serious one, a bad thing and would only
causc troudblce unless they hzd good proof of the charges made. T think that
this was a special meeting of the trinl beard and was handled in the same
way that all such matters were handled. I went to work the morning of the _

T e T 44 b
day of the strike the men went to work as always. As I remember it the

men worked riost of this day I think that I heard that the men were being
called out about 5 min. before quitting time. I do know that during that
day the men were going 2round w'ispa.inp »1e to the other 4o load the cars
short. I dont have any 1dea who startzd Lhis nor do I know what it was
about. I dont ¥now to this day why th: strike siarted that day, some

53id that it wase over pa" some that it wos over loading the cars short

I never heard it said th.% 1% was over the men who were expelled from the
union. I dont remember heﬂrlng anyth4ng avboutb the’management refusing to
fire the men c:xpe.ueu from the union. 4 have Olt-en wondered why this strike
was called I believe that if every man had tended to his own business that
this mine would have never shut dowi. ‘ , -

"I believe I signed the PMA petition of May 26, 1937, as I rccall
we signed this petition out on the road in front of the mine and those
that didn't ret to sign it there were visited at home and given a chance tn
sign it. I signed because I thought as long as wve had a PYA union out there
we had a chance of getting a eontract_ I felt'at this time that in a few
d

ays we would have a contract.

"I did not hear of or sign any petition for the UMW,

"I dont remember signing specific petitions but think I signed
one or two these were all for PMA.

"During the summer of 1937 I read about the UMW starting a loecal
in Spring. all I knew was what I read in the paper. I remember that Chas.
Bohanon was pre51dent of it.

"T dont recall any unusual activity or events during the summer
of 1937 I did hear that some of the mine B men had gone to the Jefferson
Mine to work z2nd heard that Falsetti was over there as boss of the mine.
I remember signing the affidavit which has been shown me by agents of the
FBI, this affidavit was made at Vlrden, I11. Aug. 25th, 1937, and concerned
statpments made to myself and other miners about going to UMW meetings
this statement is true and the signature attached thereto is my own. tater
on learning of this Mr. Falsetti told Roth that he had no power to make any
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Re: JOHN L. LE.JIS, ET AL ‘ ch_, . o
19’71)

such statement to these men, . ¥r. Falsetti was’ prbtty sore

about this, I dont remember who glse was present at

continuad the time Falsetii made this statament.

"I remember the at‘empt to reopen the mine in Sept. of 1937‘_ I‘
bnllave trat I read in the paper that the aire was to be recpened at that’
time. On the morrang the mine was reopened the officers from both local
unions were there. Mr., Talsetti stated he vanted 50 men to go to work.

Vhen Progressive men would come up to go dowvn to work_ Kr. Falseiti would
shake his head and not let them work, I dout remember anybody going to

work that morning. I do know that the acrning we started picketing no one -
went to work: I remember some of th:se who were there %hai moming among

them "Sammy", Andy Scrr.reli:as, Domoric Pasqu;le; Cotton Ananias, Charles
Bohanon and James Hzle. I w.s at the dine wost of the time during the picket-
ing, I looked after the medicnl supplies. There was no regular meeting

held  the boys just met and szid that if they couldn’t go down _ wasn't
nodeZ going dmm. I L lieve thal the picketing started the same me morning

that they tried to ozer the mine. I rpever keard of there being any thugs
brought in %o help 4n this picketing. some =f the fellows had men from the
other mines come and visit them  this was dwring the day and these men took

no active paert. The men were just there to vrotsct there jobs and were ready
to go to work at any time. I was there when the Marshall came osut to tell

the men to leave the mine. Vhen the Ma~chall came nulb the union officeérs

ran like sheep and the comnittecmen 1153—IETE' I cailed the men together .

anc 'Em LI’STIBJ..L aC]G‘"\:'SSdG r.ne men_,_ 8 lt’:dh blﬂ _Lnl_jl.-uibbl)u dﬂu p.i.ul.lb'(.l
it up. One of the men jumped up and Sai¢ we didn't have to leave, 1 asked
him how long he would give us to leave the mine_  this was about 7 pm,

the Marshall said he couldn't say how long he cculd give us but that he

was going to be a very busy man until 12.30 am, I told the men that I
didn't knowwhat they were going to do but I was lzaving after some discussion
nmost of the men decided to dc the same  some of them s3id something about
breaking windows and such, but I told them not to do that. Iater gy
came out and he told the mean that I had told then rlﬁht 2nd that he woulg

tell them o stay. I believe the mavshalls name wa % one of the
officers sald I had no bus.ness to tell the men to 16% nis was'

& said I wasn't running it end that trey didn't have Ge

: know of the UL coming out and ceusing any trouble at all
while we were out there on sirike. Everything was cleaned up and gone by
12:30 am.

"I heard about the attempt to open the mine of Dec. 13th but we
did not go to the mine.

9The first labor election w2s held by secract ballot, no cne :tried
to ‘ferce me to vote one way or anodther as I rbmeuber now I V)ted PMA
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zlthough this was against m& principles as I felt it -
would be well to go back to UMW. This was so far as
I know 2 good honest election in every way.

"I dont recall going to the mine when they attempted to ~pen it
in dan. 1938, .

"I diZn't go near the mine durirg thic time up until the mine
opened, I did not attend any meetings ard tonk no active part in what
was going on at this time. I never heard anything as to why Elshoff would
not sign with PMA, or how he was able t5 keep the rine closed all this time.

"I got o letier telling me oo come back to work in Nov., 1839,
within a certain number of doys, I don't remember how many. I started back
to work about two days after the mine oneasd  ihis wrs on a Sundzy. When
I went back to the mirn. no body snid ~noning w2 me., I had no understand-

T ing at 31l as to w:ges -hen we went back to w.rk, we just figurad it would
be the rarular union weze scaile. I think that I joined the UKW prior

to the 2nd. NIRB clecuion, rnobody arproached me to join the UMW. One PMa
man asked me what 1 w:s ”Dlh- to do I told him I was going back. I was
discusted because some of the PMa mon had been able to get all they wanted
from FIi relief but when I was out = a job nobody secmed to care or want

t> do anything for us, they did send word that there wes five bars of soap
but I t51d them I cculdn't eat soap. Tae 2¥A man who approached me was the
Py loeal szct., a fellew by the name of BN He really came to talk to
me 2bsut why I wasn't mying mv dues to Pla, was not threatened and dontt
know >f snyone who was. I have heard rumcrs af men being beat up by UNW but
I heve my first tine t» see aay of it. I dont know anything about any acts
o>f faveritism on the part of the manzgement for sither UMW or PHA. I dont
reczll signing any cards for either PMA or UMYV up until the time I rejoined
the UK. T did nothing to influ=nce 3nyone to Jjoin the UMW.

"I voted at the 2nd. FLRB election so far as I know it was an
honest election just =s same as the >ther one was. Nobody s2id anything
to me either way. The election was by secrect ballot and as I recall the
report was won by UMW.

"“hen I went back to work in Mine "B"™ it was in very bad shape.
Boxes 2 and 9 have never been reopened. All of the cars and rails in thease
sections were lost. I dont know of any fire at mlne B whlle it was c¢losed.
I did not henr of nor atiend the meeting at wh'z.cr‘_~ I w25 kicked
out . .

"I have read the forepoing statement of 3 papes and to the best
of my knowledge and recollection it is the truth in its entirety. I am_
therefore_ signing the same of my own free will and initaling each page “thereof .
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Re: JOHN L. LE¥IS, ET AL

signeéd

S5t.Paui, iinn

F.B.I. (Milw.)
T11. Sert 2, 16421

read the same and said it was true

but ‘he would not sign 1t unless he was in
Court and was told to sign it,




C

. ’

Springfield,

1Nois,
Septomber B8, 1943, by Speciaml Agents FHES
. This man speaks and understands Englis
Very simple gquostions must be msked of ‘him. Ic said he 1!
willing to tcstify in court. Fe claimed to have no criminal record. It
notod that his name, as used by his children in school, is elso spelled

The following signed statement was obtained from b

\
.

*Springfield, I11,
Septerber 8, 1943.

. make the follow:.nD statcment freely and
: : B who have identified

I am iiving at

- employcd at ifinc B. -I was ﬁ;f.; ;.
q‘i‘l came to the United States, and

1 joined ‘thc United Minc 'lorkers whon I was working in

when I came to the United States I became s member of
ala.a 37 § country. I had to join agzin because I did not trensfer

my mermborship. I joined the Progressive Yino Torkers of amcrica in 1932,

I have nover been an officer in any union. ’

"Sinec vhen 1 startcd to work ot ¥ime B, I have worked in
several mines around Springfield. “hem the P.M.A. started at Mine B in
1922, 1 hac no part in the formation of that union. I just went a2long with
the rajority of the men, Aftcr 1932 things went elong 0.K. at ¥ino B,

I was satisfied with the F.M.A., but I thlnk 1 would have been satisfled

with UMW, toc.

"On the day the strike started, I did not hear about the strike
until I finished my work in the mine. As far as I know, no one in my
parting Toaded thcir cars with short weights that day. I don't romember
who told me that there Was a strike at the mine, '

’

Y.ftor the strike started I don't romember signingrany petition
for any union.

"] was on the picket ling in the fall of 1937. As I rcecall X rode
out to the picket line with b N 1 cid not got any notico that the mine
R ot e
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Re: JOIN L. LEWIS, ET AL Lo ?
1NTERVIES ©/1TH was god gopen in the fall of 1937. I recall
S th&wtold me that the mine was going to
open, an et ke went out to work. Vhen he arrived

there, he told me he lcarned they were pickcting. after
that 1 jrinud the plcket line to keep U.M.". men out of the mine. I only saw
"ing E men in the picket line.

"In Deeember 1837 I woted in tho clcction at the State Armory. No one
tz1d me how to vote. I voted Pnr P.Y.A, in this ele n because I liked

this union and woanted to keep it ot *¥ine B.

"Bill Sirtout has tried to get me to join U.M,”. He talked with me,
but did not use any rough tacties. 1 told him that I'd cke up my mind :
later on this matter., 1 don't recall exactly when Sirtout talked to me,
but it was after I went back to werk in 1833.

fter geoing buck to work, Cotton Ananizs asked me to join UM,
He did not get rough with me, Some time .fter I started back to work in
Minc E, Tony Flotch and Cotton cume to »y house, at that time T signed up
with UM, T s2id that if mest of thie mer wonted ULW., I was willing to
Join U7,

tolked to me in "Tinc B after I started back to work,

He did not get rouzh, but he Lold me that 1f T waited too long befors I
Joined UMV, I would lose my Jjob, and some onc might get hurt, I think he
meant that I would get hurt. I hoard that some men wers beat up, but I never
saw nny of this,

" hen the mine rcopencd in 1939, Oscar Falcetti came to my house
and told me when to come back to work, I had been working on W,P,A, I don't
rcmember the cleetion in February 1541,

"1 joined U.llLi. %o kecp my Job. I was entirely satisfied with
FJfhe, but it didn't moke much difference tc me which union I was in at
Mine B. 7

"This statement consisting of this and two other handwritten nages
has becn read to me, and I state that it is true to the best of my knowledge
and recollection.

,g!?\‘:‘f"?-*w."“?‘“ T TR

e

signed)

" itness:

Special iAgents, F.BL.I.
Springfield, I11."
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INTERVIEW WITH

:b 1943 by Special apent: KIS R
the interview ' appeared he extremery v nervol® and afraid to talk,
It 15 net vnowwhether this is his usual demeanor. He speaks and wnderstands
nglish well, !refused te sign the statement prepared from the
interview, i acmitiied to both Azents that everything in it is true to
the best of his krowledee. He said he preferred not to testify.,
¢laimed to have ro crimiral record. he sked if anyone hac threatene
iim if he gave information te FBI A enic, aid that no one had
talked to him, Following is the statement which refused to sign,

“Springfie“d, 711,

Ooarm+ ot 19/ 2
ucyucuucx l g LT85

1. S nak2 the followinp
vo¢untar11y T - ance s g who have
jdentified themeselves to me as rpeclial Agents ol the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Mo threats or promises hawe been made to
me to obtain this statement.

statement freely and

ide at Springfield, I11.

T came tg the 11,S, in

vias naturalized in pringfield, T111., i:_ Pre-
sently I am working at Panther Creek lline ;2, and am a member

of the Progressive ifine iiorkers of america union.

"I first joined a union, the United [f4ne liorkers, i P
in Springfield, J11. I besanr to work at .ine 3 1r while
working at l'ine B in 1932 I joined the Progressive 'orkers
of america., I had no part in ths formation of this wnion,

N and merely Joined it wnen “he majerity of the men swung from the
L o o - (=]
Uutisv. to PuMLA. I have nevsr held an office in any union.

"I presentlj‘re

"From 1932 to 1937 I don't recall any trouble at ine B, either
between the management and the P,M.A., or between the miners
themselves. I did not attend marny wnion neetings during this tine.
I-was entirely satisfied with the P.l".A. union, anc the officers and
members all treated me 0.K. I have found all unions pretty nmuch
alike, and I have no preference one way or the other,

WNo one talked to me about Joining the U.M.Y. befcre the
strike started in 1937. I did rot hear of anyone trying to or-
ganize for U.iL77. in !Mare B prior to 1937, I don't think that I
went to a meeting of the P,ll.n, on the right before the strike
started in 1937. On the day of the strike, I think that I had
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Re: JOH L. LEWIS, ET AL. L ")
L) O

finished my work, arnd when I came to the top I
2 " heard that no work would be dere the next day.
(Eontinueaj I don't know any reasons for the sirike,

*Tn October, 1937, I got a job at Panther Creek fine #2, and have
been working there ever since.

] don!'t remenber signing any petition in 1937, I might have done
so, but I don't remember. After the strike started, no one tried to get
me to join the Ui,

"T did not know that :hne B was going to reopen in September 1937,
T did not go out to the picket line and no cne asked me to go out to it.
I knew a lot of men who did go out to the picket line. )

"I voted in the election held at the State Armory in December 1937.
I <on't know how I heard about the election. I was weorking at Panther
nreek Mine #2 when thas election was held., I prefer not to say how I
voted in this election, but I will say that I had nothing against P.M.A.
at the time of this election.

“"Since the election of 1937, I have had nothing to do with Mine B
or the unions at that mire.

"This state ent consisting of this and one other typevritien page
has been read to me, and I state that it is true to the best of my know-
ledge and reccllection,

' jitnesscs:

tated tnaf everythlng contalned in the above

Springfield, I1ll,"



Re: JOMN L, LEWIS, ET al. &

INTERVIEW WITH was intervieved by Special Agents

47 B although

is cuopsrative it is felt that due to the short time he worked at ifine B
he does not possess sufficient information to make him a good witness.,
Z¢ fumished the foliowirg signed statement,

"Springfield, Illinois
September 7, 1943

make the following voluntary statement to

. both of whom have identified
mselves as Special igerts in the Fsederal Burezu of Investigation.
o threats or premises have been mide to ne to induce me to make a
statement,

"I reside an: was bon. T
: ¥ ‘ started mining vhen I was .
years age and 4t thit time Joancd 4ne UL, I joined Progressive
in 19322 and at that time was veorking at Panther Creek mines,

"] storted workirg at IGne 3 in aupust, 1540 and voted in the
NLR3 election in February of 1941, I kncew Oscar Falestti and I

wient out and asked hinm for a i:b. He told me if I wanted %o work
nizhts he would put me on. I worked there about a year and one-
half, wntil april, 1942, hen I went to work at ifine B I did not
belong to any witon,., Falcetti cidn't say anything to me about
joiring any union. I uscd to beloag to frogressive and I had tried
to zet a jeob through them, but I couldn', I decided to join United,
for I was a little mad about rot gettinz 2 job under Progressive,
“shen I started to work I was approachcd by both PuMoi. and UHMT men
who varted me to join their wnions. No one threatened me and I
— d1dn't se¢ anyone beaten up. Aftcr I had been working about a week
o I juined United, as I was vorking nights I didn't sce much of what
was goirg on.

"I was never active in any union &nd never attcended many mecet-
irgs.

"T have read the above staterent and declare it 4o be true and correct,

Sp\_fial zLEOI’]tS, FIB.I.,
U.5. Dept. of Justice,”
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET 4L ,

A

N lHliﬁViEﬁ ~alTH
SRR
speeks snd understands Englis cooperavive,
remery did not seem to be very good. He c¢laimed to have no c¢riminel rececrd.

1f recessnry, hc is willing to testify.

linocis, was

:
by Special

The fellowing signed statement was obtazined from

her &, 1943

= S i T A

meke the follov'ng voluntary statement to—
: whom I Imovr cc ©- 3pecial fgonts of the Federa
Jureau of InvestiprUren, of my own free will, with no threets or promises
made to me.

"I 1i B Tl nois, znd am working at Mine B,
I was borr G o I joined the United
Mine workers ot Springfield in wzs working at the Peabody
Vine, end we went on strike. 1 “didn't work in a mine until Januwary of 1934,
when I began work ot Mine B. I hed been a member of Pla for scme time
befere beginning work at Eine B. I had not peid ducs in the P.M.A., but
started to pay dues whoen I began working theres I had ne part in the corgen-
izing cf P.M.s., &nd nove never held sn ofiice in any mine union.

"From 1934 until 1937, I den't remember any trouble at the mine,
between the menagement and the union. I was setisfied in the P.M.,A. during
that period. and heaerd or sew nouh1ng to mcke me think the P.M.A. was not
being run feir and squarc. 1 didn't hear of any talk on the part of the
management which would shew & preferenze for the U.M,%i. or against the P.M.A4.

"I dorn't remember any P.N.A. mecting on the night before the

3 1 . P T
strike. I went to the min

ct

he day of the bLTikC, but didn't EO dovm
into the mine. I think the strike was caused beceuse therc was nc contrect
between the P.M.i.and Mine B, and I'm not sure. I don't remember the union
officials ever telling any of the men the recson for the strike. I don't
remember, either, gelting any explanation from the P.M.a. officials why we
only hed an extension agresment.

I

[v]
jo]

"1 remember that, just before the strike, there was some agitatiom
on the part of some men for the U.M.'.., or some union. Ko one talked to me
abcut Joinine the U.l.... at thet tine end I new thet [ndy Schrelevious and

N 2R 28-S fia whal. L TR | wiald & AL TY ity Juliuy
Dominic Pasguszle, and some othcrs, were agitating for the U.M.T. Ono duy
I heard Pesquale and & man namcd arguing, end I supposed the argue
ment to be over union matters,

l-

SR LGRSy L et T St ey
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Re:  JOIN 1. LE.IS, ET Ll. Ja') c
)
D
INTERVIEG LITH "] remcmber signing a petition, I don't know just when,

askirg for a referendum to se< which union had the
me jerity. This was & P.M.A. petition, and I'm reason-

ably sure I signed one, but I can't be positive of it.
1 ¢c reme:be: that ne one asked me to join the U.M.w. in 1337.

"I don't remember getting eny notice that the mine was going to
open up in the fell of 1937. I picketed the mine at this time, to keep the
U.ll.a. men out of the mine. I don't remember how I got notice of the picket
line. It might have bcen at a P.M.A. meeting, but I'm nct sure., 1 was not
madc te go out to the picket line., The P.M.A. men went out to the mine to
work. I den't remembzr seeing any U.M.w. men trying o go down into the
mine at this time. The “‘rjunction was reei to us *y & federal man, and was
for the purposz of getiing the P.M.A. man evey from the mire. After the
injunction was read, we =211 left. we were vwilling to leave the matter up
to the P.M.4. cofficials, and were willing tn abide by their decisions. The
decisions were ell arrived at wfter a ujSC:‘..;G‘?iOi"l, and anyone could get up
end speak his mind.

"I romember the election in the winter of 1937, at the arsenal.
I don't remember how I heard about it but think I saw it in the paper., 1
went te the election of my own accord, snd veoted the woy I wanted teo. I got
no instructicns from the P.M.A. officers as toc how to vote. I voted for
P.M.4. becausz I was satisfied with that unicn, end preferred it to the
T,

"I den't romember znyone coming te me while I was out on strike,
either to join the U.X... or to keep in the P.M.A4. I went to scme P.M.A.
mautings, but den't know how meny, cr what was discussed, In the fall of
1939, I get a letter from the kine B manaperent saying that the mine wes
going to open. They said they would 1:t me lnow when & plece was rcady for
me, 1 don t remember just exactly when I went back to work.,

"ifter I went bzek to werk in the mine, : askcd m%
te jein the Ullkide. by signing & rcferendum petition. I told him I didn't
want to until I saw how the men felt., He then asked me to come to a UJM.H.
mecting to sec how meny Mine B mon werc there. I went and sew about half
the men from Mine B there. arcund this time I heard several men saying
thet 1if the U L. didn't get & contract with Mine B, the mlne wouldn't stay
open, . I don't remember eny certain men saying this, end don't know if it
was a U.K.'.. men or not. I joined U.,E.W. at that time, because I thought
that if I didn't join U.M.,w., and the U.M.%. didn't get the contract, the
mine wouldn't stay open. No cne foreed me te join, and I wasn't threatened.

"In February cof 1941, at the election I voted for the U.M.W. be-
ceusc I figured that under the U,M.%. the men would be able to keep on
working. hftpr the mine opened up, I saw t alking around the
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Re: JOHN L. LEaIS, ET AL. 2:9’2'0_,
b2p

mine. I thought he was a new boss, and didn't know what
T 3 em

his job was. I talked with him seveml times, and he never
\continue!J mentioned anything sbout the union.

1
"I nlwavs liked the P.M.A. end don t care for John L. Lewis. I'm
setisfizd wich T Nl now but liked P.M.A. vhen I was & member of that union,
end wanted to kecp that unijon.

"I heve had the foregeinp, consisting of epproximately four and one-
helf pageus, read to me and state that 1t is truc to the best cof my kmowledge.
pag Y g

/ N
LI
L

, Spucial agents, f8Y Sirliwgfield, Iil. "
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N e T T L R Sprirgfield,
\ *) & - ' Illinois, was interviewed at his home on bLeptember 7,
\\

srplish with difficudty ol expression and can underts ang 1t only'w en it is

spoken slowly. Hde claimed to have a poor memory, and denied that anyone
had told him not to give anyv irformation to the F.B.I. He did not state
whether he wiould or wouid not testafx, claimed to have no criminal
record, He furnished the following signed statement.

"Juringfield, I11.
September 7, 1943.

_nmake the felioving voluntary statement to
' whem 1 krow to be Special Ligents of

“the

ing at &1 . Ny ,
the United States in I was naturalized - EEEE o

I joined the U.Mew. ¢ belorged to that'unlon ntil
1932 when I joined the Progressive !ine workers of smerica. I re-
joined the U.MJ/. in the fall of 1939, and am a member of that union

at the present tine,

s

HEromn to 1932, the conditions at the mine were all right,
However, the men didn't secm to be satisfied with the U.M,W., The TV,

wasn " looking out for tliz miners, but was just interested in collect-
ing dues, In 1932, when the P,M.a, vas started, I Just went along with
the men znd didn't take any part in starting the P.M.A. From 1932 to
1937, the conditions at the mine were just about the same, The P.M.A.
wion was all right, but a1t made no difference teo me which union was in,
R The P.M,0, was a little better just because the dues were less. I

went to union meetings once in a while, but not often. During that time
I didn't hear of anything said by the mine besscs which vould show

that thev favored the UM

Wi Ly 4 (=38 (L)

“T don 't rumember going to a P.M.., meeting the night before
the strike in ey of 1937, and I don't remember ever hearing about the
neeting., On the day of the strike, I worked all day. The next day the
mine was closed down, I don't know the reason for the clesing dovm,
although I think the management was looking for another mnion. I don't .
remember anvthing about P.M.n. men being fired, or anything about a wage
dispute. I don' remember signing any paper for the P.lf.a. Jjust after
the strike,
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Re: JON L. LEwIS, ET aL.

"In the fall of 1937, when they tried to open
the mne, I went ocut to the picket line, Mo one
told me to, and I went to protect my tools and pro-

o1ty from ,oscib Wir the 17T M7 moen T AAAn !+ heoavy arvartbhine
poity from poscil . by the U M.V, men, I &dn't hear anything
about trylvz te g 1.+, men into the mine. I think the federal in-
Junction was to hwrt P.M... 2nd help the U,

"In the election at Lhe state arsenal in 1937, I voted for the
P.lun. because T wanted to vote for that wmion. Yo one forced me to
vote either way, but voted the way I wanted to., In the fz3l1l1 of 1939
I got a notice from the company that the isine was going tc open up, and
I should report in a certain time or lose -y Job. I wiemt back to work as
soon 35 the mine cpencd. Shortly arver the mine spencd, I joined the
U.M,0'. I heard from szveral men, nene of wnom I rinmerber, that I had
to jein the U.lluw. or lose my Jjob. I saw ol'Xr men sipy, so I signed
up., MNobudy made rme =i up with TU.lf .. Mo one had centacted me before

the minc reopened to Jooa the U iy,

T den't romembor yoting in e elzziion of Fsbruary 1941, and

don't romember which way I voted. It doesn't moke any diffcrence to me

whot union hias the contract,

"I remember, on the day of the strike, in 1937, that some of the
men wore loading short weights in prevest wgoainst the fact thot some
U0, men were Wworking in the mre in vielation of the closed shop
agrocment,

"I have had the forcpoing, cousisting of about twe and a half
piges, read to me, and state that it is true to the best of my knowledge.

i
Witnessess
o/ B
pecial ~zents, F3I,
Smrinzficld, T11.
Dpssiin Ay st
- 363 -



¥ h b

RE; JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL. b/?‘b -

AN BV I L, L LT The following 1nv=stzﬁat10n Wii conducted b; Special
ARG “%“°“Hm?Ptspf ng=
oot ficld, incis, on oeptember 1543.

is residence, 914 Percy, Springfield, Illinois, Agents inter-
and he advised he had never been arrested in his

t I

V1iowel
life.

It was noted thet he had some difficulty in understarding the
guistions and when answering the questions his answers were not clearly
urderstood. I% is f¢li that he will make & very pocr witnuss unless his
testimony is absclutely necesscry.

Lfter the stotement mentioaed roreingfony was recd to him he was
asked if he cared to sizn the scme =nd ne ecxed i he hod to. He was told
that he did not nced to and ko was askzed . f there wes any reason why he
should not sign it ¥ thersupen signed the same without sayirg enything
furthecr,

+o0d anAd
CCQ ang

He e . ar -3y n
he sa‘d that he had not been, but Ia heer ome of H other miners at
iire B tolk ebout the matier; that they di ot scem to understand what it
wzs 211 about. He was osked by arzents otc 4o vhether cr not he did not
understand why the investigetion vweas belny nmade, and he said that Agents

had so told rim abcut it.

.- The folloving signed statzment wes obtained from -

Sprirgricld, Ill.
Scpt. 8, 1943,

the F.B.l. No throats or promises have been made
this statement. I started working at Mine B in

viorking as o cozl digger. I vas T
to the U.S. irn %ﬂﬂd became &
st Lestfield, Ill., in ¥ gtiis

"Before 1932 everything was OK at mine B under the VU.M.,5. ‘hen
they went over to P.M.A, it made no differcnce to me. I just wented a
job. From 1932 to 1937 the P.M.A. got along ok with Elshoff as far as 1
know. I never heard Elshoff or Falsetti say anything against the P.M,A.
: or its officers. I just worked end paid no attention to union metters.
- I don't know of anything wrong betweon the P.}M.A. men and their officiels.
: I only went to mcetings for an election or something like that. I never




R RE: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL

knew znything about the money matters of the Union.

I don't lmow whether the P.H.A. men sent to jail for
borting were guilty or not, I never saw U.ki.e. picket
or distribute literature at Mine B, I ncver saw any

"I knew the contruet ran out in the Spring of 1937, but I don't
know w‘nat— did sbout it, one time we were geoing to work end the next
thirg we went or strile. The men w.de~s”ocd a Semporsry agrecment had
btoen made and were satisficd with th. oy The officiels were handling it.

2

"I don't rorcaber any PNV ow. mootiac the night before the strike

and don't think I went. I was home che <o the strike started and some
fellow ceme to me snd . 01¢d me thnt Wizie b was on strike we went over the
_next day and steod rurlods T oot tmer why tne mine was shut downs 1

don't remcmtor anything cbhout carc wver blring loaded short.

H - . . . . . -
"I den t romerier signing nrny petitions during the sumier of 1937
for eithor Zuk.4. or ULHLL.

"I dor't remembor the ULML . foniing & locel in Springfield in
the sumaer cf 1G37.

"I went to the mine in Sept. 1937 on wbout the 2nd or 3rd day
of the strike. 1 went of my ovn free will and we were just there to pro-
tect our jobs.

"I wios at the mine most of the time the strike was on. Ko one
wes there but the local P.ll.a. min, c¢veryth_ag was penceful rnd quiet. 1
wes there when the Murshall cume nothing happencd except we went home.

"I heoard thet they tried to reopen the mine in Dec. 1937, some-
one told me of tris but I did not go out.

"I voted in the first N.L.k.B. election at the Armery. we went
there in groups from the Urion Hell, I voted P.M.A. as I belonged to that
union. I voted of my own free will & the way I wanted. 4 think this was
e good election.

:jié "I don't rccall anything about any atiempt to open the mine in
Jan, 1538,

: "I Imow nothing about why Elshoff would not sigr = contrect witk
- the P.M.4.
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Lo
INTERVIE. ITH "I don't remember anything ebout any men or Mr. Falsetti
CF : going to work at the Jefferson Mine, while Kine B was

shut down.

"I got & letter from the Co. when the mine opened. I went out
and saw Falsetti whe said I would have to wait awhile because of falls in
the mine., 4 fellow came &nd told me to come back in a few deys. I used
to work in box jlend went back to boxlas I could not get into Box
Nothing was sal@ abcut unions or wages at this time, I just went to Work
beeause that was my job.

"iebody ever talked to me at the mine or st home zbout Joining
the U.l... One time I went to & U.i.'.. rweting and suw a lot of the old
P.¢.A. over there so I signed up. whon I first returned to Mine B I paid
dues to P.b.a. I do not recall sigring sry cards for U.M.wW,. or P.M.A. in
the summer of 194C.

"] heerd ta.% of some men getting beat up but I never did see any
of it.

"] don't know for surc whether I voted at & K.L.R.B. election in

-

Feb, 1941, if I did I den't remomber it now,

. ohen we first went to work the mine was in bed shape, but they
fixed it up.

"I know nothing ebout any meeting whercd

out.

"I have hmi% 'read to me this 6 page statement as I
heve trouble reading. of my kmowledge it is all true and
correct. I am therefore signing it of my own free will.

{signed) a-%EJf”
peciel agent, FBI (Milw;.<“ ‘
Special agent, FBI (St. Pmul, Minn.)

Springfield, Ill.

Sept. 8, 1943. u
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RE: JO L. IE.IS, EU &L

IRDLEVIE S o S mERL e T
“QB is, was interviewe
Jf Q) * at his : ents _ ncm
' Y Be uas b 1zed citizen of the United
" States i It is n:t believed he would make a pood witness inasmuch

as he has diificulty speaking bn;lish. He has no known criminal rccord.

He supplied the folloving signed statement:

"Springfield, Ill.
September 3, 1343

do

; M, Who have nade thrwstlvis Knotn Lo ne peclal azents
of the Federal Burcau of Investigetion. Ho threats or promises of any
kind werc made to ¢ e ne to umake tids statewent.

and camg to america ir -

"T have been moloyed in Cosl mines ever I cane to america

"] was bor. B . i :
I viaz naturalized at Springficla,

T:ilinols

joing up wvith the United ldne .oriters of ancrica al g I
sterted wortiinz at idine B in continuinz m memborsnlp [ S U
I never held any offices in any union,

- 1'Bct‘:.n;:nm and 1932 the U 10 77 . and the Mine B Officials ot
alon: alright. o lar as I knovw the Progressive Mine »orkers Union was

fornzd by soms of the miners who got mad when the wase scalc hallots were
stolen in 1332,

"] had nothing to do with the formation of the ncv union but
switched ov_r when my local joined the <ro.rcssives.

"There wers no strikes or close dovns botwecn 1932 and 1337 and
Mr. Blshoff secmed to treat the .rogressives as well as he had treoated
the U ¥ 7 4. I thoupht thot the new union was fine and thot the leaders
viere good. The duces and asscssnments were about the same.

"Shortl  befor: the strike in ay 1337 about 13 men vient back to
U 7.4, 4 fe: of thosc men —erc susponded just before the strike. The
men thet I remenber vere Frenk austin, Charlces Bohannon, ~adrs. Schrele-
vious, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Tony Plotch, John ananiag, John
Sirtout, CGuorge Jacaway, and Jowas Hale. Thes: same nen are the ones who
trivd to reepen the mine U I 7 4 whilc we were on strike in 1937.
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b D
INTERVIE, *I‘."“ "The strike in 1937 started because the

(Continued) temporary wage agreerent was no pood and
the U M 7 & men nentioned above

sterted soin: around stirring up the men., Before the strike we were told

to load coal short in the cars. I never }Joaded any cars short but went

home instead on the morning of the strike.

#1 rever attended any me.ting the night before the siriks nor any
meetin: whore the U 77 4 men werc suspended,

"The first I kne about thc strike was when I got to th- mine in
the morning a2nd hcerd the men ar uclng about the Co, allowing the sus-

pended men go down in the mino. ¢ ere then told to load coal short until

vi
A ]
the mana_enent fiped the men wh hzd been susoondod T was home when the

actual strike wes called chout 2 5 @ on Mey 12, 19,7, and didn't find
out about it wntil tho ainers Cumb home,

Tl S a0 e L Yo Lalaaks ~dlela Rrld

"I remember signin. £ petition shortly aftor the strike showing
that I favored the sro:-r.ssiv.s. This wes 2 frec and voluntary signine,

~

Ul vas & mombor of ti. 5.1 dovn atrikers for almost of two months.

¢ never had any trouble durin. this time. hile we were there 13 men
ineludin: the ones I have nemcd zbove tried to reopen the minc under a
U 1" 7 & Contract and tried to get the *rogressives to join up. Tho second

der they were afraid to come back.

hen the Court szid wo had to quit staying at the aine 2ll of the
Promrossives went home,

m. couple of wecks Ieter the TL 2 B held en clection which was
frir ond sguar.. I voted at thot election and the Proecrossives won
404 to 25.

"Tha U 1170 .o ettempted to reopin the mine in early Jamuary of 1238
but ths werc not successful,

"I went bock to Mine B oin Novombew of 13739 under the
agreement. I was still payin: ducs to the F Y .. I romained with the
Prorussives unptil 1 b,5-1 to see the miners besten uz by the U ¥ T 4
men and I 301ned UMW to keep from setiing beat up. andrev Schrﬁlevious
and 2 man enllcod -l come Lo mr housc and asked me te join U 7130 .. and
I did to keep nur'“?SB-Eﬁa to keen from getting bect up. I would ro thur
rogsined with the Fro ressives andg if T had a fr :2 choice today I would
choosc thu Fro_ressives. I likec to vote for my officers,
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57D

IHTERVIE [ CITH : "I joined the U ¥ 7 . before the secomd

(contirnued) election. I voted in this election which
the U M 77 L won by quite a majority. I

voted U Y 7 .. in the second election to keep my job, but if I could have

had 2 frce choice and kept my job to I would have voted fro_ressive.

"] have had the above stetenents rcad to me by Special aent
The same ar: trus and I do herchby si.n my name.m

/<

Spccial ng'-nt - FoB-I-
opecial apent FOB.ILM
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RE: JOEK L. L7 IS, ET AL
| b 1D

> orin s

ruatned .- |
was interviewed at his home by Special Agents

* r:im It is not believed he would make ,
a ,00d witness due T¢ hls 1nabllity L0 speak bn;iish or remember clearly.}

He admits having been arrest d for being drunk o two different occasions

il

He supplied the follewin  signed statement:

: nSprinsfield, T1l.
‘ Septeunber 3, 1343

nT A
Ry )

following voluntary statenent t:
arc Special apents of the Federa
Cronises of any kind have been made to et ne to make a statement.

T was hor:. 4 i
ani oecane a Haturalized

"I joi.ed U, I T, in about-q

Yine #2. I beran working in lVine "% ir
an officer in any union.

itizen of U.

hen L bYean working at ~Sangamon
o : T lLave never been

"7 do not know of any difficulty or of U, 1. 7. being in any
trouble of any kind at Mine 3 before P, I, A. was formed,

"I joined F. M. A, in 1932 because the leaders of my union told
me I had to join P, .. A, to work.

0T know of no trounle betusen Elshoff and I, !, A. before the striks
in 14,7, I was vorking as a digrer at Mine "B" vwhen the strike occurred.
I did not sce any one trying to organize or change the miners from F, [. A.
to U ¥ 7 at that time. I remember the rine closed down in 1937 and the
F. U, A comuittee told me that it was because tuclve men had been working

for U. !, 7. and that we would strike. I do not recall loadin: any cars
short the day of the stirike.

_ "nSometine in the summer of 1937 ANDRE . SCERULLVIQUS and DOMIKIC
PASWUALE cane to e at mp house to get e to join U. 1L U, but I said no.

1] remenber Tocketing at Mine "B" for 56 days and nights, then
the U, S, Marshal served an injunction on us.

"T voted in the M, L. 2. H, elcction held in the Arscnal. As fa;

“ve

as I could see it was a fair election. I know P Il - vion the elezlion,
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am: ooy T, TEITS, RT AL L‘?C/
1D

"Shortly thereafter I heard the mine was going to
reopen and I worked oredzy with Joe albanese,
oontinued) Dominie Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank austin, John
Cotton, John Sirtout, Georpge Jacaway, Emory Jacaway,

Charlas Bohamnon, James Hale. stood on the road and watched us

20 to wori. The next day I was told word hud come from Washington, D. .
that only P I A could work at Yine "B" go I didr't Zet Lo work anymore.

I ade $7.10 that day.

INTURVIE . 1T

"Sometime later I joined U. Il. V. and went to vork at Jzf.ecrson iline
in aucust 1338, I vorked there 5 months and each pay 1 hai to give
Broverton $10 or $20 2 ronth. He kept this amount out each pay because
he said his _xpenses vere too high te pay the full amount of our pay so in
ordor to keep the mine opan T nac te zive thex £10 each pay. The last two
peys I did not receive an; pay checks at a1l and the nine clesed down.
These last tuo pars ancunted to $117.15,

"T vient to weork on . T, A. until line W"B" o zned in 1339. I
vent to work then as U. M. o, and am still viorking in ¥ine "B" as U M 7V,

=33 Pty

I voted U, ¥, 7., in the second U L T B elcction in 1941.

I have had this 3 pa-e statenent
true and corr.ct to the bist of my

read 1o b 1t 15

knowledze

-

Vitnoessed:

9] - “. P a T
e Ley ODringlieil, lil.
., Sprin_ficld, I11.%
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1D

INTERVIES, WlTH The folWion wes conducted by Special
. Azents e X Spring-

’f‘qij;lvd, Iﬂlncus, on g epgembew

s , Springfield, Illinois,
Acents iutervy and he advised he had never been arrsstad
in his life. the guestions asked him and his answers
could be understood, However, it appeared that he was not well versed with
the urion affairs of the period under investigation, but it is felt that
he would make & fair witness if his testimeny is needed in Court.

The following signed statement was received {rom —

At his r sidgx e

-Springfieid, I11.,
Sept. 6, 1943.

) SRR o
this free & voluntary statement tc g g
who are lmovn to me to be Special Agents 0
promises have been made me to give this statement.

Srringfield, I1l. am maeking

"] presently am a coal digger at Panther Creek 75 & have been
since year ago last April 16th, 1 started at Mine B in Springfield, Ill.
around 1933 or 1934 & I didn't work any after May 12, 1937.

"I was b and ceme to the U.S. in W<
became -a citizen irn e e e I first joined the U.M.W. in
in 1l1linois znd r held any o . P.M.A. was at Mine B when

"I started & J joined cver then. In 1932 I worked in Mine 5 at Peabody &

was P.l.A. then so just switched over. Before Mine B closed I believe
Elshoff & P.M.A. got along 0.K. 3Defore Kine B closed I never heard Elshoff
or Falcetti say anything asbout P.M.A. officials or men being crooked. I
rever heard them say they wanted U.ki.u:. back.

"Befere strike P.li.A. men felt FlA leaders were O.K. & I never
heard anyone kicking about a thing. P.M.A. local was run by the men and
_gue§tio g wore settled frem the floor., I didn't go to many meetings s
' o ‘ B “cparcding the PoM.A. men sent Yo jamil
K& bombings 1 Eave up bond fur grietCRNNCEREE 1tho T never knew him &
we felt they were not guilty. P.M.A, officers made reports of money matters
to me & I never suspected anything wrong. We had no unusual special
assessments except death assessments. Before Mine B closed U.M.%. never
picketed the mine nor did I see any litersture. Just belore Mine B closed
2 or 3 men started some trouble & they would argue & Falcetti would not do
a thing about it. They would argue about not being with UM.d. One was
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RE: JOHN L. LEWRIS, ET AL Q‘?C.,
LIRS W LT TR Dominie Pasguale 1 recall & he was for U.M.B. Others

wert..q& he has several names; Andy Schrelevious,
and Tony Flotch, was ective later on. These men would

argue a lot amongst themselves before the strike. I
never heard of any parties for Elsheff or U.M.W. I recall when contract

ran out in Spring of 1937, told us at the Mine B that he had an
extension of the old contract at it was retrec-active, but I later heard

on that the company denied it.

"Je PLA miners felt our PMA officers would get us as good &
contract as U.JM.W. could get. On pay days no one seemed to be sore as we
felt we would get back pay when contract was signed. The men I mentioned
tbove were active just before Kine B closed. Mine B never said e thing
gbout the wage agreement that I know ¢f. Just befcre Mine closed I did
not ettend a meeting & don't recall of hearing about it.

"On May 12, 1937 I did not know of a strike till I came up on
top that afternoon & that morning I never heard & thing sbout it. I didn't
hear a thing that Adsy ebout a pay increase & I don't recall of any members

being expelled. I did nov lcz’ a2, Zurs short but I saw some half lcaded
& no one told me to load any short. I came up on regular quitting time
but I did not get notice ahcad of time of strike and I was in EBox @ then

& came up & I first heard that a strike was on from the other miners. I
don't recall what was seid as to why there was a strike. I went home and

g few days later I helped picket line B for a short time and while out at
the Mine 2 on picket I signed a P.M.A. petition and no ronc forced me to sign
it and it was to show what side we belonged to. If I recall we signed 3
different sheels as company got one and P.M.A. kept one. 1 heard about =
U.KE.A, petition I never was cortacted in regard to it. I most likely

signed another PMA poctition thet fall in 1937 & I believe I signed it at

the meeting snd no one forced me to sign it. I heard sbout UMT. forming

g new local but no ons contacted me but I heard of men going around in
rcference to it. In summer of 1927 I don't reeall of anything else
happening. I alsc heard thet some Mine B men & Falcetti were at the
Jefferson lilne & that Fzlcetti wes a boss there, end I believe I also heard
something abecut Elshoff being connected with it. In fall of 1937 I heard thru
cther P.li.A. men that the minc was going to rcopen & that I should be out at
the mine and I went to the Minc hut d4id not go down. Falcetti came down

by the shaft and told & bunch of Ahat if we wanted to go to work we would
have to sign up with U.M.'.. as he said the Company had & contract with
U.M,%. Norne, but 8 or 1C men went down & they were of that old group whe
were against P.M.4. I didn't go to any meeting later that day. The same
morning we started to picket & were there about 7 or 8 wecks, I was out
there almost &ll of the time & no onc forced me to go out & I went of my

L owrn free will and no cutsiders werc therc and it was a quiet & peaceful

e strike & no U.M.w. men came out later on. TWhen thc Marsholl esmo out I
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIES TITHE was home that night. I heard several days later that they
had tried to recpen the mine but I did not go out as I
woulén't join the U.M.A. I voted in 1lst N.L.R.B. election
& it was by secret ballot and I voted for the side I
vanted and it was an honest clection. No one forccd me to vote. We went
over in groups to the armory. I did not see any men giving out literature
on Wey to Armory. we were not told at meeting of P.i.h. Bs to how we

should vote.

continue .

"I did not go out to iine B when they re-opened it egain. In
Jan, 1939, 2nd of month, I got & job at Barr Lline & worked there 3 yrs. &
3 months, In 1538 and 1939 I don't recall of anything unusual heppening.
I don't know why Elshoff would net sign & contract with P.ii.A. In fall of
1939 I got a registered letter from Mine B & I went back to sec how I stood
& Frlcetti said when my turn came he weould send me a letter & in a month
or so I got a letter to come out but I never went cut as I felt I didn't
wart to work under U.LLY.. & I still am & Progressive., I never have been
back to Mine B sinee. I have had 4 e:t#read this 6 page statement
to me and it is true and correct to the best of my recollection & I have
signed it of my cvn fres will.

(s)

itnessed:

Spec. Agt. FBI, (Milw)
Spec. agt. FEI (St. Prul, Minn.)

Springfield, I11. Sept. 6, 1943. y
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