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JOIN L. LiFIS, ET AL

Lr« b9p

et 1Y TRy TR
T! * of this oase, 1 thought there was just as
2 continued much that the Pesbody men coulé heve been just

as guilty but they were never fired. But most
of my informetion came from the newspepers.

“uring the time from 1932 to Mar. 1937, 1 went to most of
the IXA meetings.,

®In the spring of 1937, I knew ebout five PLA fellows Were
stcol ripeons, but I didn't kno- exactly who they were working for or
vhat they verc doing. , They were Andy Schrelevius, Daminic Pasquale,
Fete Carter and Frerk fustin. There may have been more but 1 don't
remerber vhoe I do not remermber enything sbout these men or eny
other men being expelled from the FrA. The reason we Went out on
etrike in iay 1937 wae bocause of contract trouble end soms wege
trouble. I do not krow anything about the company refusing to fire
g01e mon expelled from Pli.

“I do not remember attending a FiA meeting om ey 11, 1937,
the nicht before the strike. On Iy 12, 1937, 1 went to work ae usual.
1 wee I 3id not hear enyone sey anything sbout loading
cere sl PL duy, but I noticed most of the cere wers loaded short.
I didn't hear exything ebout & strike until sometine during the day
vig were pulled out., I @id pot knov why we went out, but I cams up
to the top end went home. A couple of days later I heard the reason
we were ocut wos because of the contract or pey. I don't remerber
receiving any notice of any kind to come back to work until Nov. of
1939, 1In thc swrmor of 1837 I got a job 80
I didn't go back to i'ine “B" except & couple o1 times with
the F.A men vho were out thore protecting their jobs. During the
sumrer of 1937 I cannot remomber if I rignod any PLA petitionss I
mey heve. But I am certein I did not sign any TS petitions.

%I romgrber that a W loes) wne orgenized during tho summer

of 1837, but 1 cennot remsmber enything about i.t. I was not asked o
join itu .

SLuring the time from 1932 to liay of 1937, 1 never noticed
that envone from the company ever fovored UM or FIA one over the othere
I never saw ony I picket lins ot ilinc "B" during this tiw, end I
nover sevw eny UIW attempts to orgenize st Mine ™B® during this time.

mon

W oo e - i wnW £11
®The Teason Wiy rmn./uuuu +o ths Minmo WB™ 1m"4ka £211: 0711887

Far"tn proboct thoir jobs and keep the mine fram being blown up,
boeause we had heard some one was going to blow the mine up and bleame

7554 1950 g (pFTY 0

f‘/—oc7..ov /.‘3/— BJJ

r



TRAT ey
~
<

-
e
-
~

JOHY L. LEVIS, ET Al
bre bID

~y IR U.ITH it on the PlMi. I wae not thero when the Fedtl
Injunction was obtaoined and the men had to
leeve the mine in the fall of 1837.

continued

® uset before the mine re-orened in 1939, I heerd fram several
sources, none of which I can now remember, that I wes the first ope
the UL¥ wce goirg 4o get, beceuse I had been active in PHa. So I
did not go back to Fine “B™ went it opened beceuse I wanted no trouble
Xo one over openly or direotly threatened me.

I remember voting in a Netional Labor Reletions Election
in Dec. 1937, whoro: PrA beet U, I think it wes & fair eleotion
end no one threstened or foroed me in any way. Thot is the only KIRB
election concerning MNine “B* in which I ever voted.

*Tnosmuch ¢ I nover went back neer Mine “B* after early
fell of 1937 I do not knor enything ebout anything that heprened
out &t 'inc *B* efter the fell of 1937.

“This stctement of five peges has been read to me end it is
truc and correct to the best of my knowledge.

/</ R
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1.4t e
speoial sgent F.B.I.™
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RE: JOHK L. LE IS5, ET il

Lre  LAp

INTERVIE - Z'J‘ITHm Springfield,
Illinois, was interviejod & e Office of

the Fader.l Burcau of Investigatd Springfield, Illinois on Scptember 7,
19/2%. b Sherizal avents and htﬂted
{5 abi¢ to speak and understands

1343, by Speeial ayents
ess as he is vory vague in

he did not nave & eriminal record.
English. ouid not nake & o
ansvering qucstions.

R —— .
-provid:d the following statement:

"Sprin{_.',fleld y I1l.,
Septemoer 7, 1943

T, Sr- nfield, T11., make the
2711 » in, voluntary stoicrent te and , Whom
I knov to be Spucicl ..,outs of the Fuderal Surcau of Investigetion. No force,
thrsats or pronis.s have been mode ia obtaining this stotement and I know that
wiat I nay soy n2y b uscd in & court of law.

"I was born in I 2z uncoployed and
I am bzing supoorted by

"1 firt started rining coal at at which: time I
becanc & mamb.r of UM, I rowaired £ memb r o until 1932. My local UMD
union chznged from U to Pl in 1932 and I b:ucame a wemb.r of Pil. bccause

e

"] have never held an office in any union.

"1 was employed by Minc "B" in about 1928 and rumained in the employ~
- NN

uent of Hine "BV, except during the time of strikes until in July 1942. I
was discharged beecausc I did not report for work three days.

"rFrior to 1332 the wanz,. cment of Minc ngh. go far s I knw, was on
~ - b
good relations with UM,

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1937 therc were no strikes at Mine "B and
the mine was not closcd down by the wuanagenent. During thot period of time
the nanagenent scencd to have boen on good relations with P and all griev-

ances nere settied in favor of Pli.. At no time prior to May 12, 1937 did the
manzg pent of Mine "B attempt to discredit Pl

"I thought P. was a
unusuzl s»ecial assessments

union zctivity.

pood union being operated for its menbership, no
st I took no intourest in

LELSL0 Sy P LU Y e ] -

mod~a A AN
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RE: JOHN L. LE IS5, ET il

b b1

1nTERVI.. WITH (R "1 thinc the Pk menbers convicted in the
(continued) bombing cascs did not get a fair trial as I

. believe UIf/ had witnesses testify falsely
ajzzinst the P4 members,

"Botucen 1932 and liny 12, 1937 UM did not set up a picket line at
Mine "B" ror did WML distribute any literaturc at Mine "B". Frior te
liay 12, 1937 no one attempted to get me to change from Fii to UM,

®4] do not rinember a wa,c scale controvery in the Spring of 1937.

"] attended 2 rogular mecting of FM. on tho ight of May 11, 1937.
1 do not runmenbor much: about the meetin, but I do rumcmb r a member, the naac
of whon I do not know, was expclled from Fi%,. because he was assoclating
with U menmbers. I am unable to furnish any othor detoiis about the
mecting. I do not know of any otlier menburs of Pl being cxpelled.

"On th:s mornin: of lny 12, 13537 I reportced for work, some of the
ciners stoted the nmanagzenaens of Mine "B" wianted the mine to be UMD rather
than PIL.. I thousht therce was going to be trouble ot the minc thet day,
tncrofore, I did not go to vork and return te iy home. No one told mc why
Mine "B" went on strikc iy 12, 1937, but I thought the strike oceurred bec~se
the rmanczsent wanted Mine "B" to chunge from ML to UM

nY signoed a PIL. petition in the Swaner of 1937 naming PIL. &s my barg-
PR ¥ TR 111 T A< A =t 1
5 [ PR -+ S PP B § L) = e Wl A LA

"I did not lmow of « new UM. loczl being formed in the
Sumucr of 1337.

*In S:pt. 1937 I was informed by someonc thet PMa had a picket linc o
¥ine "B", I voluntirily went to Minc "B" to act as a picket. No violence
occurred during the during *the tire I was a picket and onl Mine WB" miners
were pickets, no outSiders wers brought in. In about Duc. 1937 an injunction
-&s obt.ined to arcvent picketing at Mine "B", It mede no differcnce to
ne whoether the injunction was served or not.

T did not know of an attempt to open Mine "BY in Dec, 13937 or
Jan. 1938, .

"I votcd in the N L R B election Dec., 15, 1937 for P M /.. So far as
I know this election was fair and I voted the way I wanted to.

a] rceeived notice thot Mine "B" was to open in the last part of 1939.
I immodiately rceeceived enmplopaent. I did not noticc the results of any
larrc fires on returning to work, but I did see many cave ins. I returned
to Mine "B" s a member of Iy
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r



S e g Tl T
S L BTN SRS R S B AR

C

R LR

5 -
| e
;i_ff; RE: JOHN L. 1L.IS, ET AL b_) A

INTRERVIZY '.'."IT}— “4lpost every morning after my return to work
n

(continued) ,and the time I became a memboer of UL
the summer of 1940 I wus asked by

to join UM, In the summer of 1940 I was told by someone to répo )
to tho Mine "B sffice before I changed my clothes. On reporting to the e
office Fulcetti the supt. at rine "BY in the prescnce of the WL/ comait
tu1ld me thet I had te jein U147 if I wanted to koep working at Mine “BM.
I simzd the nemborship card to doin UILT that nmorning in order 4o keep my
job alth uph I did not want to join WM., Those of the committec present at
the tinc T joined UM were Cudje Bungarncr, Charles Bohannon and some others
whont I do not know, T sav fijhts at Mine "BW between Ui and Pl membors
almost every norming from th. tine I roturned to work in tho last part of 1907
until the NLRE zlection in Feb. 1941. 4t no time was I threatened nor did
an;rone boat me.

T votcd in the N.L.R.B. clcetion Fob. 1941 for M., So far as I
know the elcection was fair and I vwoted the way I wont.d to.

"] did not wish to join UI77 2s I wanted to b & membir of PHA, I
only jeoinod U197 beceusc I wzs foreced to join UMT in order to kecp working

at Minc "BH,

%I have hed this statomcnt consisting of six poges read to me and it
is truc amd correet to the best of my knovledge.®

/o A

".itnocssed:s ’
Spceial .ownt - FoB.I.
wecicl agent, F.B.IM
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Res JOHN L. IEVWIS, ET 4L ¢/
° p17,00

II'Ii'F"I.' i’i ii WITH
. viawe
S.ﬂri'ﬁvﬂ' Hlinois on Eeitember 4i 1943 by Spe
. %as born
£ Lsos Cltizen. he SsTETEE never been &rrestsds

the U.% over the Fli, elthough he edmits being contactec in .ine “B"
by & U:" men end then joine¢ Wil.. He understends Englich feirly well
end ssecks Enrlieh only fair. It it felt he would not make & good

witness.

™
]

ol ——————

aleo knovn are

E;

The following #igned stetemsnl was LLEiip€d:

"Springfield, I1l.
Sec-t. 4, 1943

bt § 3
b a., 111. meke the follovang

of pire ,
m:; gtotement to - erhm 1
know to be Specinrl igente of the Federel Buresu o Tvgstigetlion.
I —ate it without fecr of threst force or promise of =ny kind.

®*J] woe born in“ came to the U.5. in
I got my first papers in Springfielc 1n but I heve not yet
become a Use citizen.

: 'Jn‘__ nni 21

il 4 L vl 4
1 woe o merber of the Unitec . ine Workere of Americe Unilon in
ané stryed with UlT until 1932 vhen I joined the Progreesive }ine
““orkers of smeriec Urion beczuee I vorted to keep my job et mine “B%.
Yo one forced me in cny wer to join Pl in 1832, I did no. tuke an

oetive part in orgenizing Fih cnd I hove never held en of fice in any
union.

§

v

)
~{

%] firet eterted vorkin

“Luring the time frow 1932 to lcy of 1937 I did not notice any
etrikee or closedowns at iine “E¥ except thet there were probobly &
fer timee when the mine cloged down becauee of slsok worke But I cannot
re—e-ber whern this wos. [uring this tine I never noticed thet any of
the compeny officicle tried to discredit the F.. or tried to galdge any .

Y S RN - | | S, - 1%~ !
of ue join Wile I heard they liksd U4 but I nsver eow anything %o

indiccte titt.

“Iuring this tirme I ¢id not think thzt the FIA wus an honest
union. They mcde meny csseesmente tptinst us and 1 thougit it wves o
rackets I don't know for sertcin vho got thie money, but &f the
of{icers &f thies local Cid not get the roney I do not know who did get

Y EA .
Fo LS

R T e et T T i L P



Re: JOHN L. LEFIS, ET AL
b1 vl D

ERVIE! the money. I did not take an active
interest in the PMA union.

continue

. 8T remember there were some bombing
cases during this time, but I took no interest in them and cannot say
whether the trials were fair,

"During this time between 1932 and Uaw 1937, I never noticed
any attempt by the Ul to organize Mine "B", I noticed no strikes and
I neber saw any UI'W literature, I do not know anything about any
merbers of PMA in May of 1937 and Y never heard there were UMW spiesiin
PLA. '

"] did not attend a PMA meeting on May 11, 1937. On May
12, 1937, I went to work as usual, and when I went down into the
mine some one said we were to load only half cars, I don't remember
who said this., But I did not load any of my cars short that day and
yorked all day. Then I came un at the end of the day I heard that
h had called us out, but I didn't know why. A couple of
menutes later some one told me that we went out because the company
would not open under PliA. ‘

"I did not go to work the next day, and never received
any notice to come back to work until Nov. 1939. Sometime in Sept. of
1937 I heard from some miners that a picket line had been set up that
day at Mine "B", so I went out there the next day to look around. That
was the omly time I went ot to Mine "B" during the picketing.

npfter the strike started I think I signed one petition
for PLA. ULW asked me to sirn a petition in the summer of 1937 but
I did not sign it. I did not know when tie UIW local had been formed.

T did not attend many PUA meetings in 1937. I db not
know why the picket line was taken off in the fall of 1937,

®] voted in the Nationaj Labor Relations Board election in
Dece 2637, when PlA won over UtW, I was not forced or threatened dn
any way and I think it was 2 fair election,

"In Nov, 193 I got a registered letter that the Mipe "EW
was going to open, I went back to work there in Nov. 1939, I heard
there were some cave-ins, but I never saw them, I never saw that there
had heen anv {ires and no one told me there had been.

Tabaut tyye e thrac aonthe sfter ths nine opened_

~157=



mor s o TS A e o —aR e il u el S e vmt s

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

bre Lo

—ahked me to join the UKW but no one
ever lorced or threatened me at any time to
join MW, I told him I would think it over and

about two or three weeks later I joined TMW.
at up out at the mine and I never saw anyone

s ;. &l &332 (92—

+
for MW at Mine ®Bt,

Py

T .
L NEever say an

else try to organiz

nY joined 1T because ] was disgusted with all the death
benefits I was having to pay PHA end not know where the money went.

"] voted in an NLRB election in about Feb. of 1941 when
W, beat Flia. Ko one forced or threatened me in any way at that
election and I think it was a fair election.

"] prefer W™ over the PLA.

"This statement of five pages has been read to me and it is
true and gdorrect to the best of my knovledge.

Titness (Signed)-
S - Acont, F.B.I.
U :-cio) cent - F.B.I.

)58
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Re: JOH® L. IEWIS, ET AL

L LD /

J1lincis was interviewed at his home by Speciel Agents

102z AR

1543, +ated Ne 0.0 NOL have & criminal record. speaks
* ——

Ergliel and vould m

ake a fair witness.
-provided the following cigned statements

¥Springfield, Ill.
September 4, 1943

»y, Springfield,

the following voluniary §isaienent wm
whom I know to be Special Agents ol The redsre
Burecu of Irnves ation. Ko force, threets or promizes have been made

in obtsining thie stetement and I know that what I mey say may be used
in & court of law.

"I wee born inF emmigrated to the U.S.
in-and became & naturciized citizen of the U.S. in-

»] gtarted mining coal in Springfield, I1l. in -at which
tire I became & member of Ux'« In ebout HI started mining eosl
3, except during the

at Mine “B".ong remeined there until Jan.

gtrikes., I stopped working at Mine YRS i, free will, I am now
exvloyed bty and I have been
smployed by

*In sbout 1922 I heard UM7 stole some votes cast in an elestion
ard for thet reason I joined Fi A which was being formsd ot that time.
I took no part in the formetion of FlA.

wPrior to 1932 the mancgement of Mine "B™ sesmed to have been
on good relations with UM%

%] have not held ar office or teken en sctive pert in any
union.

*petween 1932 and Lty 12, 1937 the monagement of ¥ine wp=
ceomed to heve been on gooditerms with P..A. there was no hostile
attitude teken by the mencgement in eettling grievances. So fer es
I remember there were no strikes or close-downs at Mine “B* betveen
1932 end ey 1937.

"1 thougtt FiiaA was = Vgood union and one opercted for the benefit
of its membership, no unusuzl speciel assessments were mnde againet me.

el

cmre © L e gaAn TN s AR m L T g R LA et e m g
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Res JOEK L. LERIS, ET AL

bLrc b1 D

®I took no intereet in the bombing coses.

%Rotveen 1932 and Iy 12, 1937 I did not =oe & UEN
picket lire at iine ™B", nor did I ses amy UMY
litersture being distributed et ine ®B". Ko onme cttempted to get me
to chenge fram Fl'A to Uk, .

“] did not know of & wege scele gontroverey in the spring of
1537,

%] did not attend o Fi'L meeting on the night of ley 11, 1937
and I do not know if 1 hed notice of the meeting.

®On the rorning of iay 12, 1937 I went to work es always and
lozded my cozl core fullse In the aftsrnoon thet doy esomsone told me
there vos o etrike as Fla cnd iine “BY could not come to an egreement
ebout eomething. I wes not told why the strike occurreds I did not
kno- of enyone being expelled frum PLA prior to ley 12, 1937 or after
thet dote.

“I do not remember signing cny Fili petitione in the sumer
of 1537, but I know I did not sign any WI' petitions. .

"I did not know of & nev Uil locel being formed in ths summer
of 1837,

“Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard that that PlLa hed pickets at
line “E" end I voluntarily went to Iline ™B"™ to picket. I coted as 2
picitet for about tro wesks a2t the end which time I went to work ct the
Fenther Creek Coel l'ines. I do not know vhet went om at lline “B™ from
sbout Oet. 1937 until ctout Nov. 1839 vhen I received notics thrt Line
“E" wos to re-open. 1 did not vote in the F.L.F.B. elestion Lec.
15, 1837,

"I went boek to vork ot Jine ®B® in the lcst pert of 1938
es ¢ member of Fia. I did not sce the results of ony lorge firee
elthough there were msny cave~ins. Mo one requeeted me to change
fror FI'~. to Ui prior to the elsction in Feb. 1941. 1 did not eee eny
fighte £t 1Jine “BY prior to Febe 1941 clthough I hecrd someone Wwas
bscten on account of union trouble.

*] wvoted irn the NLEE election Feb. 1941 for Pih. 5o fur as

o

I knov the election wasficir. .

"1 joineé TIW o short time efgger the election in Feb. 1542

beosuee nojarity of the minere were MT. It doses not meke ony differencec

~160~
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T.es JOHX L. LEVIS, ET AL
Loe
la’p_f)

TETE Y IE HITH to me whether I am & member of FAi or TiW,.

continued
" | ' csgree) WD
Vitnessad: =

Special I;gent - FIE. 1-

Y socc:icl igent, F.E.I

-161-
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nze somn L. LEVIS, ET AL. L

}
ISR
PN nois. wus interviewed by and_

) P at his home, 94-‘5‘”". stated he
) have c_criminul Tecorde Fwould not make o good witness

8k o0

-

N\ inability to spe r understand Pnglish very well.

7 vided the following staotements

A - "Springfield, Iils,
September 4, 1943.

owing voluntary stilell
whom I know to be Spocial agents of the rederel Burecu of
ntion, no force, threats or promises huve been nude in obtuining
1 know thut what I moy soy may be used in & sourt of

v v o I o - . V-
in- I became &6 neturilized citizen of the Us Se mi 1 huve ;f/

been _employed et Mine "B" sinoce nbout -nd I um bt the present em=- |
ployed ut Mine "B". U,

"] became & member of UWlI in cbout in Springfield, Ill.
ot which time I started to work in the Petbody Ilincse

"In about 1932 I beoome € member of Pllh bectuse my loonl TRET
chenged to Pie I took no sotive nurt in the formution of FHae '

"Prior to 1932 the menagement of Mine "B” soemod to huve been
an good relstioms with .

"] Yve never beon cn officor of any uniom.

"Betwoon 1932 wnd Moy 12, 1937 there wore no strikes or close-
downs at Mine "B". The manugement seamed to have been am good tems with
P ond the menngement wue not hostile in settling grievinoos.

"1 thought Pua wns o good union being operctod for its
memborship. No unusunl assessnents wero mede aguinest my poys 1 took
po aotive purt in union aotivitye

"I took no interest in the bombing onses.

=162~

| g



: C U
REx JOHN L. LEWIS, ET al. é’? c &4

"Setween 1932 und May 12, 1937 I did not seo any
W7 piokets at Mine "B", nor did I see any UM/ litereture
LCont1auGa ) being distributeds Prior to Moy 12, 1937 no one eitempt-

ed to get me to change fram PMa to Wil.

: "] do not remember & wipo socle controversy in the Bpring of
1537

"] do not remembor o PMA meeting on the night of Moy 11, 1937.

"] remember the strikec ot Mine "B" started on Moy 12, 1837, but
I dc not romembor any detzilse I.do not know if I worked thet dey or not,
nor do I know the reason for the strike.

"1 dc not romember anyono being expolled fram Pili before or after
Moy 12, 1937

"] do not romember signing ony petitions in the Sumner of 1937.

Wil loonl in the Summer

"r
I do not remember the

hiv

formution of o now

& aulst U ! = Jw LS

of 1937.

"In Sept. 1937 I heard Pl wus huving & set down strike £t Mine
"RY, T went to iine "B" severc) duys ns o picket Ls I wus a member of
Pline No anc told me I hud to not es o picket. In the last part of 1937
an injunction wus obtained to prevent picketing ut Mine "B"e It mtde no
difference to me whether Filn wos ollowed to picket ut Mine "3" or not.

"I did not know of Mine B" opening in Dec. 1937 or Jan. 1938«

"] yoted in the N.L.R.B. eloction Dea« 15, 1937 for PMue The
election wus foir cnd I voted tho wiuy I wunted to.

"Sametime in the logt nort of 1938 I reccived t letter to re=
turn to work nt Mine "8". I returned to work ot Mine "B" in the lust
part of 1939 s o member of PMa und puid my dues in Pl until I joined
G sometime in the first part of 1941. No one asked me to join WM -

UL v QWY WILIY  Jid WY & &s 0 W LI

nor did onyone thresten me if I did not join.

“In. FEb. 1941 I‘voted for UI.“{ in the N'LIR.BI electiaon u8
mo jority of the miners at Mine “B" were voting for UMl I think the
election wus foir and I voted the wuy I wunted %o.

"UM{ won the N.L.R.3. election, therefore, 1 Joined W7 &
short time latere No one asked me to joine

-163~
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RE; JOHN L. LEVIS, ET aL.
LY/

"I heard some of the miners were beaten because

INTZ oo Il
they would not join WMV, but I never saw any fightse

weoontinued)
11t mekes no difference to me whether I am &
member of UM or PMae

I have had this stel sontcining four puges read to me
end it is true and ocorreoct to the best of my knowledge«

M Lormoam o

™Yitnessedi~

-, Special agent, F.BcI.
Special apent, FeBela"

——
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL.

L7 b7p

" TINTERVIET ‘TITH

£ N f— !;;;-' ingfield, !!!_o:\.s, WA S interviewedI!a is
N v : home by Special Agents mmﬂ
e " September 5, 1943, 5 & fair unders ing of
D fxs

AN nglisn although he is uneduceted. would meke & fair Government
witness 8s he is very forooful im his loyalty to PMa. -stated he
did not have a oriminal record.

- furnished the following stutemente

PSpringfield, Iil.
e ) Septeiber 3, 1543,

fielad ke the following voiuntery statement to
and* whom I know to bo Speciel Agents of the Federal
Bureny of lavestig.tion, mo forse, throuts or pramises have been mude

in obtoining this staotement and I know that whot I may say mey be used
in o oourt of law.

"I wes born

"1 gtartod working in 8 cosl mine when I wes about"enrs
old. In abou ' joined the Federation of Miners in Pu. joinod
MY in about In Ille I romuined & membor of UM until 1932 at which
timc I becemo & mombor of Pa. I changed fram U to Pk booouse I
hsard UMY stole the votas ecast in 1932 conoerning tho wuge sooles

I heve held mo office in any wmion since

"] wes employed at Mine "3" in aboutqas & miner and re~
meined in the employment of Mine "3" until May 12, 1537. I en at the
present retired. ‘

"Prior to 1932 the munsopgenent seemed to have been on good rele-
tions with f,

-

"] took no sotive pert in the formetion of Pu.




C ©

REs JOMN L. L&.LS§, ET al. L -

INTERVI ST ITH
| e D
continued)

"Between 1932 and day 12, 1937 there were no strikes ot close
downs et Mine "B"., The management seened to be on good relations with
Pty prior to May 12, 1937 end the menagement was not hostile in settling
grievances.

%I thought P44 wae & good union and ome which the members
operated. No unusual special assessments were made apainst me. I took
po eotive pert in union affeirs when I was a member of PliA.

"I dig not think the PliA members in the bambing oeses got & feir
trial. I think {7 produced false evidence in the oeses.

"letween 1932 and ifey 12, 1937 I do not remember U setting up
e picket line at Mine "B" nor did I sse UMY distribute any literature
at Hine B.

YAbout two weeks before Mey 12, 1937 CH.RLES BUHANRON ssked me
whet I would do if UL took control of Mine "B"s I informed him I would
quit. BOHAION said no mores No one attempted to convert me from Piih
to UMW prior to Mey 12, 1937.

"Prior to May 12, 1937 I did not see the mensgement of Mine "BY
with UM; officals. I heard from unknown sources &%t Mine "B" thut CHARLES
BOHAION, ANDRE: SCARELIVIOUS, JOE ALSAYESE, DQMINIC PuSQUALE, PETE
CokTER, FRalK AUSTIN, TONY PLJl"Cn, JOHN aNalkIab, GEMRGE JACa'iaY and
BARY JaChHAY were attempting to orgunize MY et mine "B". In the Spring
of 1937 I saw the above mentioned men almost every morning in the Hine
"5" office talking to someone in that offices I do not kmow who they
talked to in the mine office.

"So fur «s I know there wes no wage soal controversy in the
Spring of 1837.

¥I did not attend & PUA meeting an Mey 11, 1937 aund I do not
remember if I rooceived notice or note.

"On the morning of May 12, 1937 scmeone teld me thot CHARLES
BOHAINON, DMINIC PASQUALE, FRANK AUSTIN and same others, the nemes of
whan I do not know, were expelled from Pia beoxuse they were trying to

crranize ' rt
organize W7 st Mine "B". Sameone told me %o load the ocool ears short

on the morning of May 12th und I losded some oars short that deay. I do
not know the reesson for loading oors shorte. On the morning of May 12,
1937 there was no growing sentiment to strike. about 2:00 Bi Mey 12,

1937, I wes told by & bottam boss thut the mine wus on strike. I wes

told by & pit committeemon that the sirike wns oalled beocause
the menager: Tine “B" would not disoharge the men expelled fram
Piif e : -
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C L
JOHK L. LEW, ET AL.

INTERVIEY TITH :
et LM e 50
ZGOntinueg i ] &/

"] signed a PMa petition st u PMA pioket line et Mine "8°
in the summer of 1937 naming PIA &s my bergoining sgente I signed the
petition volunturily.

"] signed no i petition in the summer of 1537.

R T4 - —— £ an | Ty
L

"I heasrd a new 7 looal wus formed in the swmmer ©
I was not t ‘ked to Joio..

TGAT dcede
Ador , OUL

"In Septs 1937 I heard someway that Mine "B" wus to open,
herefore, 1 reported for works On thet morning TMT members were nllowed
to enter the mine and for that resson Pilh refused to work., No one told me
I oould not worke I acted as b voluntary picket ot Mine "B" wuntil &n
injunotion wss served by the U. 8. Marshel, in Deo» 1937, The PMia menmbers
did not think they should heve been enjoinsd fram Picketing ut Mine "B

No outside pickets wero brought in to picket.

"I did not know of Mine "B" opening in December 1937 und June
1928,

"7 yoted in tho NIR3 election Dece 15, 1937 for Peae I think
t.e election wns fuir. )
1f

- s n i
{

Pl received notics in npout Nove 1939 that Mine "B" wus to open
os an open mine, but I would not go to work unless FMA got & oontract. //

"I lost ull interest in Mine "B" after 1939 —’
S

"] hive had this five page stotement read to me and it is
true vnd earreot to the best of my knowledge. -

“sitnessed:

SR - i) Aont-F.B.l.
_S_peci&l apent, FeBel.".
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C ¢
Re: JOHE L, IEWIS, ET AL

W o -
intirviewed at his residence,

Sii* i Seft 1943, by Specis
znd &years of age and
Hc had grcet difficulty in speaking and appeared

it is

he no longer likes U7 cnd that he persomally dislikes John L. Lewis
bocause Lewis dezls with the operators and forgets the miners.

The following sigmed statcement was obtzined from —

"Springficld, Illa
Scpt. 23, 1943

"1, Springfield, 111,, make
the folloving volunt:

-
whom I know to be Speecial Agents of the ureau of Investigatiom,

I mkc it without fear of throat, force or promise of any kind.

"I vas born in came to the U. S. in-
and became & U. S. citizen in

"I startad working in mine "g¥, Springfield, in - ané was
8 membsr of the United ''inc Torkers Union. In May of 1937 Xine "B™ closed,
an¢ I nover got eny notice to come back to work-- and never was motified
to come back in 1838,

"1 was never forced or threatened in any way by anyone from UMW
or FiA,

"

" Tust befaore the ("ine *B™ closed in 'ay, 1937, therc were about
twenty or twecnty five men in PHMA who were really working for me. I do
not remember whether these men were expclled from PMA but the reason 1
heard the mine closed was becausz the company did not want to do business
with PIA but wanted to work with UMZ. 1 heard these fspies' vere pald
235,00 & wcek by UMY while they vere members of PYA and ~vorking in iine “BY,
A1l this was comnen talk but I cannot state where I got this information.
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Re: JOHN L. IEWIS, ET AL
' : Lp'?c,/

L 1D

"rhis statement of two pages has been read to me and
it i{s true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

R o) -

- specisl Agent - F.B.I. /8/
peciel Ageut, F.B.I."fg/
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RE: JOBEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

L T
LD
The following investigatio s sonducted by Special Agents
# andhat Bpringfield, Ill-
nois, pepvember 8, 19457

He nleo sail

INTERVIENW ~ ITH

een arresced in his life.

«ine 3" sbout two yeare ego.

His more intelligent than the ordinary miner and he thor-
oughly understood ell gquestions and ancwered them readily. It is felt thet
he would make & good witness if his testiancny Were necessary. Agents obtainec

the following signed .statemernt from hims
!*\ringfield, !11.

Bept. 8, 1943.

1, S oo o e neing
o9 = and yolunt.ry statement to Soeciul Agents Hnﬂ
“:f the F.2.l. No thrests or promises have been made tO me
tc give

nis stetement.

" was ‘mm first joined U.4.L
about .years sgo st Springfield . neve ve been an officer. 1
went to work for Xine P about Hﬁr so & also worked thesre before
once. Before 1932 BLSHOFF & U.M..., seemead to get along slright but there
seemed to be difficulties between committees. I wes & blacksmith there. I
toock no part in going over to P.ld.h. es all did & one one forced me to go
over. DBetween 1932 & 1807 they were about same as undsr U.M.%, but there
wee no difficulties that I know of. I never heard ELSHOFF or FALCETTI sey
enything egeinst Pdh. 1 never attended many meetings et ell & I just paid my
dues & didn't pey eny attention to uniom affuirs. I never knew if P.MaAa
officials were taking monsy or doing wrong things but es fur es I know they
were O.K. & looked efter the mens rights, Assessments were about the same
%5 in any union - had them for sick members  etc. I never felt they used
the momey for other purposes than union affairs. Before Mine B closed there
wore some U.M.Y. organizers working in Mine B & I wes asked by them to go
beck to UJM.'e & I told them I would go the way the rest of them did. I
never got sny literature frae them. There were 4 or 5 that I saw around &
I believe thet some of them were S4 o¥; CHARLES BOHANNON & ANDY SCHRELEVIOUS,
1 never hecrd of U.M.4. or ELSHOFF giving parties, In spring of 1937 the
men were saying we were working without & contract but Just & few tnlked
about it & they never were mad obout it & they just kept on working., The
Pit Committee would handle such metters & I didn't herr any of the above men
complain or talk obout it. I never heard the company s:y enything about the
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RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, BT AL ) . ‘
= i 670

1N it wupes. 1 heard there was going to be & meeting the

night before it closed but I didn't go as I quit then at
continued 2 P.M. On the day the mine closed I heard nothing about

the mine going to close. I did not heer snything sbout
some men being expelled the night before. I _know nothing ¢f any cars being
losded shert. I was just leaving when I saw at the mine & other miner:
et the mine but I kept on going home & I sew them go into the engine room but
thet evening I heerd the men were celled out & I did not know of it when 1
left. I laoter heard thet the trouble was becsuse the P.M.A. didn't want to
work with some U.M.¥. men. After Mine B closed I belisve I signed a petition
V,i, & some one came to my house and he didn't force me to sign it.
brot it to my rruse. 1 don't recull of signing any
petition 21 can't recall oY signing anymore petitions for P.h.A.
I heerd that UM.¥. formed e new locrl & I read of it in papers & no one
cene to me mbout it. *“uring surmer of 1937 I can't recall enything unusel
heppening & I went to a couple of P.l.A. meetings. 1 heard thet some Mine
B men went to Jefferson kines. I heard ELSHOFF took it over as a Recelver.

HARCLD MecLONALD, mow decd, wns over € I think EMORY JACAYAY was over there

P, T avlen Loard T4 TPTT we s
CO0s 4 BLS0 fi€esraq FALCETTI wns over there, too

"In £2311 of 1837 I went out on picket line several nights. It did~
n't meke sense to me in going out. The men were quiet & I saw no trouble.
The men claeimed they might run into some U.MJi. guys. No one made me go out
to picket. UNothing bed hz-pened there, ‘I never saw any outsiders doing
picket work. I wes not there when the U. 8. Xarshall ceme out. I heard of
tne Mine going to be reopened but I didn't go out & I heard of it thru some-
one., I woted at first N.L.R.B. election et Armory in Springfield, I1l, It
wng by secret bellot. Everything was O.K. as far es I know. I didn't see
eny U.K.ra men giving out liternture but I saw some standing around. Ko one
told me how to vote. I went to vote right from home. I voted for P.X.h.
Later 1 did not go out when they ettempted to reopen it, I heard it was %o
be opened under U.M.7. so I did not go ocut. I don't know why ELSHUFF would
not sign & contract with P.M.4. but 1 hesrd he wouldn't. In fall of 1939 I
got a letter to come beck to work & I went out & at time I was on P.F.A. T
gew FALCETTI & he told me to came to work the next morning. The didn't say

& thing =bout wrges or union. 4&fter the mine opened there were new men there

et the mine. but that wes not unususl., I don't know if they were F.M.A. or
U.M.%. I went beck us P.M.2. & kept on peying dues te them for some time,

I nover heard ELSHOFF scy he wonted U.M.%. back. There were some U.K.W.
organizers eround & I hesrd of fights & trouble but neger.saw anv. In summer
of 1940 I never signed any cnrds for P.M.A4 or U.M.Y. came

to my house once & seid they were going back to U..Y. & tha ey alrad
elected officers & were going to have & meeting in the U.M.w. Bldg. & that

I should come up & I told him I would be there & & did & saw only B8 or 10

in there & I left at once. I think the same bunch was there & ZORY JACA<AY.
I joined up with U.M.¥, after they won the second W.L.R.3. election. I never
saw eny preference for UJMJ s over P.l.h. For a while this bunch was telking
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RE: JOHN L. LEYIS, ET AL

INTERVIEN ¥ITH to ell of us about joining up with U.M.¥. 1 voted at
second N.L.R.3. election I think ~« no, I don't think I
continued did & I don't recsll why I didn't go down. I felt that

D.M.". was going to win so didn't go dowm.

"I don't know the condi of Mine B wes when it opened a
I vorked or top & it took just & few deys to get coel out again. I don't
know of & fire st Mine B when it was closed. I was not &t a meeting when
GLASCOE telked. I hed to join up with U.M.~. otherwise I wouldn't bave &

jeb.

! [}

"] have remd over thia seven {7) page stetement & it is true &
correct to the best of my kmowledge & I cen't recall anything else of interest
end I have signed this of my own free will."

| /o/ -
®ITNESSES :

Bpece Agt. FoBaI. (Milw,)
Specigl hgent, Fu2.I., Bt. Prul, Kinn.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

- b o b’)b

’ ;\ &
. 3 -
,La \ \ ‘\)‘ =
E

Springfield, inois, was interviewed at his
home by Special Arents and

Sentember 4, 1943. stated he did not have & craml
TecoTrde. “would not make a good witness as it is gifficult
peak and underatand English,

Iy

i"" for him to &

_;armrided the following statement:

nSpringfield, Iil.
) September 4, 1943.

"I, incficld, 11
nake the followin untary statement %o and
whor I know to be Special Agents of the ledera cau o

investigation, No force, threats or promises have been made in
obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in
a court of law.

"] was born in
1 am a regis

cmmigrated to the U.S.
T am employed by the
and was employed by that company

"I was employed by Mine "B* in about nd remained in
the employment of Mine *B" until May 12, 1937 at which time Mine "BY
closed.

¥l became 2 member of U.M.¥W. in about when 1 started
mining coal in I1l. I remained a member of WIST untii 1932, when 1
became a member of UM until 1932, when I became a menber of PHMA, I
became & member of PHA beczuse the local UMY of which I was a member
changed from 0% to PMA. I was not active in the formation of PMA.

wI have never held an office in any union.

nPrior to 1932 the management of Mine ®B" seemed to have been
on good relations with UM%,

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1937 there were no strikes at
Minc "B", nor did Mine "BY closc down, During that period of time
the management of Mine "B" was on good relations with PMA and did
not try to discredit FMA to me. Although about six months prier ta
T Mzy 12, 1937 I hezrd Oscar Faleetti telling some of the miners that
D Mine "B* was to be UNW within-two years from that time. I do not
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

YIE ' TITH. .. ¥now the reason f6f Falcettii's remark. From 1932
to May 12, 1937 the management of Mine "B" was not

»

hostile in its attitude settling grievances.

7 think PMA is an honest unionj; being operated for its

mémm‘si‘S, Ao unusdal Spﬂcl&l assessments have been made nvain‘?t me.

I have never taken an interest in union activities . I am at
orizert a member of PMA and I think it is a good union.

41 took no intérest in the bombing cases and I do not know
whether the PHA members convicted, got a fair trial or not.

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1%37, so far as I know, UMT did
not set up a picket line at Mine “9" ror did UMW distribute any
literature at Xine "B". About six momihs piror to May 12, 1937
Charles Bochannon and Tony Plotch told me that T[T was better than PMA
and wanted to know if I wanted to join UN". 1 did not answer
Bohannon or Flotch and *liey said no more to me. I do not know 1f they
talked to anyone else. Ho one other than Bohannon and Plotch made
efforts Lo convert me fron PHA to U.M.V.

"] pever sow an official of UMY with the managenent of Mine

T P S e

¥BY prior to Mey 12, 1i37.

"] did not know of a wage scale controversy in the spring
of 1937.

"On the night of K¥ay 11, 1937 I attended a regular meeting
of PliA. Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch,
George Jacaway and Charles Bohannon were to have been expelled that
night. I did not stay until the meeting ended and do not remember
the details. The menbers at the meeting were talking about
striking the foliowing day as they did not think those expelled would
be discharged {rom Mine "B". I do not know if the gbove mentioned
men defended themselves, but they were charged with attempting to
organize Mine "B" for U,

#] did not go to work May 12, 1937 as I thought tlere would
be a strike if those expelled from PMA were not discharged, therefore
I can furnish no information as to what went on that .day. I heard
later &> strike was called.

"] do not remember signing any petition in the summer of 1937.

T knov I did oot sign an UGY petition.

T heard a new UW local was formed in the summer of 19337,

-1T4-
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Ret JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

LN " 2oVs)

INTERVIEY 5 but I was not asked to join.
!continue!i #Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard PMA had a

picket line at Mine "B“*. I went to mine "BY two

" or three times to talk with the pickets, but I did not stay. No

one threatened me if I did not act as a picket. I received no
notice Mine ¥B" was to have opened in Sept. 1937.

"I received a job am Sherman, Ill.
in Oct. 1937 and lost all intere .1ne WEY, can furnish no

information as to what occurred at Line 3" after Oct. 1937. 1
did vote in the N.L.R.B. election Dec. 15, 1937 for PMA. As far as
I know the election was fzir.

"I met mon the street just before Mine "BY
reopened in the la 01 1939 at which time he told me Kine "B"
was to open as & U7 mine and I should go back to work at Mine "B".

T informed hin I had a job and did not want to work at Mine "B®.

#] have had this statenent consisting of five pages

read to me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

15 Mark

Witnessed: = .

Special Agent, F.B.I.
SI)QCial AEEm - FOBIIQ"
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INTERVIFH WITH

Enclisia well, but would give no information o
followving sipned statement:

~

"Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 7, 1943,

NI,
g voliunta atenen [}

rincfield, I11., wmaX
amm-ﬂmm I know to be Special Agents of uhe
Federal Bureau ol I1nNvestlg n. I make it without fear of threat, force

or promise of any kind.

W] first started working in mines when I went to work in
Mine “B" in Springfield, I11. in about 1934. I joined the Progressive

Vine Vorkers of imerica Union at that time because that was the union at
1 ot at thattime. I worked at Mine '"BY from 1934 to 1937

"I do not remember anything about any union activities st
Mine ¥B". I do not remember any ‘trouble between the United Kine Workers
of imerica, P¥i, or the company. I know Eine "B" closed down in about
May of 1937 but I still do not know why. I do not know anything about
what caused the strike, or if it was & strike or a close down. .

"] do not know anything about any labor trouble, any % ion
union trouble, or about anyone being expelled from IMi in the spring of
1937,

1,fter the nine nBY ¢losed down, I got a job at the Jefferson

iine in Springficld. But I had to join W to gel the job. Ne one forced

or threatened me in any way.

4]

£
o

1] do not remember getting any kind of notice to come back
to ¥ at MNine "R¥iin 1939, but I saw it was going to open by reesding
the paper, so I went to Mine "B" in Nov. of 1939 and went to work. I

1 a number of UM’ and as long as I worked in the mines which was

«1 76~
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL
L,'? o
1 0

NTERVIE™ WO TH until about Nov. 26, 1941. I remained a member
U -
continued

"I do not know anything about any union activity
at Mine "3 as long as I was out there. I was working as

and was =z company man, and I never heard of or saw any
ameng the men.

- "] remcnber the National Labor Helations Board held an

L election but I cannot remerber when. I did not vote in this or any tbher
S electizn. 1 do not remcmber ever signing at any time any union petitions,
either for U or FilA.

™hen I went back to vork ir Kine "B" in 1939, I never
vent back in the mine and I never sav vheiher or not there had been any
fires or caveins while the mine had been closed.

"] have no feelings either for or agninst either the
PiL. or M. 1 have belonged ito woth, and I have no hard feclings toward
either. I believe both are honest and I deo not know anything wrong
#hout either of then.

"I never noticed that any of the company officials favored
either U7 or P, onc over the other.

*I do not know of any fights or trouble of any kind between
W and PMs in connection with Line "B". I took ne interest in any
union activities. 1 have never held an office irn any union and I have
never helped to organize any union.

"I have read this stotement of three pages and it is true
and correct to the best of my knovledge.

Fitness - (signea) YN
Sp(.'.Cial .t'.ge.nt, F.8.1. )
Speciel igent , F.B.I."
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Do JOHK L. IF.IS, ET AL.

L7 !a')o

Springfield, Illinois,

was mterv:.ewad at his home on ! i!ember 1943 by

WAE COOpErative 1in
estify if necossarys

He under-

cleimed to heve no eriminal record.

The following signed stetement was obtained from —

"Springfield, Ill.
September 6, 1943

*I mcke the follow:ing voluntary stotems
end whom I Mnow teo he Special igents of
Burceau of Invis my oan free will, with po threets or promises
made me.

"I live at
working at the present time.
camc toc the United States in

"] joined the Ulim in H Missouri, and was a
morber of that union until 1932, when 1 was working at Peabody No. 59 when
I Jomed the Pli.. when I bogen working ot Mine B, end joined the Pro-

grossive Kine workers of smerice, I was satisfied with the Fili, becauso the
=4 haes

Mhimes Al A
Aty Wil woMavy

I was naturalize

lceders secmed square, end the union seomed pretity good.

mony esscssments, mercly the regular dues.

#Just before thc strike in 1937, I heerd that there were some
men agitating for the Wi, Yo onc asked me to join. and 1 don't know
whether the sgitotors worked at the mine. I don't remember going to a PMA

I heard from some men who went to

mecting on the night before the strike,
the mecting that there was to be a strike because Elshoff wouldn't have any-
I

thing to do with the P.H.A., and only wanted to bargain with tho U.k. W

never heard of any statements made by the management which would show that
I don t remember hearing that any men

they preferred the U.M.a. to the P4,
Because I had heard that there was to be a

were kicked out of the P.M.4.

strike, I didn't go to work on that dey. I don't think the wage dispute had .
anything to do with the strike. when the P.M.A. got only a temporary agroe-
ment with Mine B, tho miners folt that the P.M.4. officers could get as good
a wope scale as U M.:.., end were satisfied with their efforts, I don't know

anything more about the strike, or the reesons for it.

"] don't remember signing & petition for any unien, or being asked
to sign one. I don't ever remember being asked to join a UMY local. I got
< letter sbout a2 U.M.7.. membership, but dorn't remember the date of it. In
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Re: JOCHW L. LELIS, ET 4L lﬁ?’7 lod
INTERVIE L o Decomber of 1937 I voted for P.J.A. boceuse I liked conp=
[N . mdtam Fharm Ao th% U.H.;.

ALl e st Admwm dlaadk o e h
Vi WAV VUTLWEL Llahdl Wiues

MALVLUILD Widue L
!continucd) I wasn't forced to vote a certain wny, but could vote
es I pleas>d, and think the election wos fair.

"I romember, that in the fall of 1537, I went out to the mine
to the pickct line. Yo one mede me go out there, but, as a member of P.M.A.,

I went out to protect my tcols and property, and to keep the U.K.T.. mon
from going down into the mine. I think Elsheff got the injunction so the
U.k..+» men could get intc thc mine, rather than to proteet his property.

I saw only Kire B men on the picket line.
"In the fall of 1939, I went bz.¥ to Kine B when it opened, to

et my teels and cleon up the work I n:d 107t in 1937. I only steyed sbout
end couldn't work in the

mincs an OLECT » WES Lo iTallud by wiycie to join the U.KJue in the
I was at the ninv. 4fter I left the mino, I heerd men, among them
say that thzy had to jein the U.k.w. or they would lose their

"I heve had the foregoeing, consisting of approximestely two and one
helf pages, rcad to me, and state that it is true to the best of my

Imowledge.

)
witnesses: :
m Agents, FBI, Springfield, 111, "

r



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

lo']c-/w/lb

INTERVIED YITH
Springf :LeIE Ty, was interviewed at his

| ||“I.II| home on Se tember %, 1943 by Special Agents
—a.nd This man has & fair under-
standing of the English language and can €¥press himsel! suff1c1ently

to be uncerstood. He said that he was put in jail one night for some
trouble in his neighborhood, but denied ‘any other arrest record.
Pe stated that he is villing to testify if necessary.

[, . T T R B R - e s T L -] TV B
The following signed statement was obtained::

"Springfield, Ill..
September 5, 1943.

L suke iic following-statement freely
and voluntarily to and who have
identified themselves Lo ke as —necial Ageus eral Bureau of

Imvestigation. No threats or promises have been made to me bdo obtain
this statement.

"I presently live at _ Springfield, Ill.
1 am emplcyed at Panther Creek XNine

1 was born o I came to the
United 3tates in - and was naturailzed 1n in springfield, Ill.

nY first joined a un;l_@n, the United Line E'orkers_, in -
I joined the Progressive Mine “orkers of America in 1932, I began o T
work in Kine 3 in - I have never held any office in any union.

"In 1932 I went with the men when all of them joined the
P.L.A. From 1932 until 1937 the men and officers of P.ILA. treated me
0.K. The officers did all t.hey could to help the miners. I liked the
P.Li.A. better than the U.X.7, for this reason. When I wvent back to
work in 1939 I was still a member of P.M.A. I quit working at Minc B
in 1940 because I did not want to join the U.K.W.

f~
7

¥

"After the mire reopened in 1939 “m me thay /\«'ﬁ
if I did not join the U.l I would get beat up. this I quit N

v
X . F3 i -~ ™
because I did not want tu juiu U.M.W., and because I did not want

get beat up.

“One day when I was in Mine B I recall that I askedP
who was a driver, for some more rails in my room. sald

if I joined up uith U.M.%. T would get more rails, and everything
would be better in the mine, but that as long as P.M.A. had the contract

r



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL
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with Hine B conditions would be no better and
the miners would not get anything.

continued

*] remember that Schrelevious came to my house a couple of
times af“‘:r the mine reopened, and tried to get me to join U.M.W. He
said that I better join the U.M.W., and that if I did not join U.M.W.
I would not have a job at Mine B. I toid him that I would stay in
P.K.A., and then Schrelevious said that soon there would not be any

?lM-A-

"] think that Sam {Joe Altan.ue) came to my house a couple !
of times. I can't remember his nane verv well. He tried to get me ! /
to join U.M.YV., and said that if I did not join U.M.¥., I would get q‘/

beating.

“As long ws I was working at line B, I did not hear much
about the miners boing beaten up. T heard that the rough stuff started

after I pudit working at Mine B.

#Then the strike started in 1637, I think that thc reason for
it was that there wcre some U.M.V. men working in Mine B, and the
P.M.A. union threw these men out of their union. “hen the company
at Mine B refused to fire these men,, the miners who were in P.M.A.

struck.

"In September 1937 the management would not let P.M.A.
go into the minc, and vanted the UK., men to go into the mine. When
the company tricd to reopen the mine in the fall of 1937, thc first
day the U.N.W. men went into the mine. On thc second day the P.H.A.
would not let the U.M.7. men g0 into the mine, T think that Elshoff
got the federzl injunction to keepr the P.1.A. men off his preamises
so that the U.Y4.T. men could go into Hing B and work,

nIn the election in 1937 1 voted at the State Armmory for the
P.V.A. because I liked that union, and I wanted to keep it at kKine B.
T did not like U.X.¥. I don't remember signing any petitions in 1937.

nAfter the mine reopened in 1939 the U.M.W. men got better
rooms and better worlking conditions than the P.M.A. men. A man known rrf

as “was an air checker, but he never did any work, RHe i
nerely walked around trying to organize the men for U.M.7. h &
told me that if I did not join the U.M.W, there would be a lol © H

trouble, but he never told me that I would get beat up. However, /
ST he inferred that I would be beat up if I did not join the U.M.W. He
AT talked to me about three or four times.
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 10,71/

LD

®Other men also talked to me about joining the
U.M.%,, but I can't remember their names. In
the fall of 1940 I quit working at Mine B

‘ because I did not want to join the U.M.W. and
I knew I vould get beat up if I did not join the U.M.W.

INTERVIEY V.ITH

continmue

#1 remember that before the strike started Schrelevious used
to say that there was going to be troubie at Mine B. I don't remember
him saving anything about the U.M.T. He was just trying to make
trouble among the miners. I don't know of any other trouvle makers.

"I never heard Falcetti or Il=hoff{ say anthing about their
liking U.}.7.. better than P.M.A. I dii hear that 12 U.E.%\. men had
been on social parties with Falcetti ana £lsholf, but I never saw
any of these parties.

nmhis stztement consisting of this and two other typewritten
pages has been read to nme, ard 1 state that it is true to the best of
my knowledge and recollection.

Vitnesses: (Signed) —

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Springfield, Ill.
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RE:. JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL e )

Springfield,

I1s
1643 by Special Agents

me on September 4,
<0 (Y
—understands English fairly well, and can expreds
‘himself intellircently, but with difficulty. He claimed to have no criminal

“yecord. . f necessary, he is willing to testify in court.

—furnished the following signed stateument:
wSpringfield, Ill.
September 4, 1943

“I,_ 2 k i iiﬁilowiﬁ statement freely
ne who have identified

C w13
and voluntarily to Fam, who hav
themselves Lo me as opeclal a @1us e . euers ureauv of Investigation.

o
No threats or promises have been nade to n2 to obtain this statement.

. ,
"T nresently liv

emnloved at Mine A.

+ SN i noficld, T11. I am

| "] was born o I came to the
United States in P Was naturaiized i at Springfield, Ill.

n] first joined a union, the United Mine “orkers, in- In
1936 T joined the rrogressive Mine ‘orkers of America when I was working
&t Mine B. Tn 1942 I rejoined the U.M,l., when they took over the contract
at Mine A,

%T pegan to work at ¥ine B in 1936. I had nothing to do with the
organigzation of P.M.A, After I became a member of P.M.A. I was satisfied
with that union. However, one union is just about the same as any other
untion to me, I was entirely satisfied with P.M.A.

"o one contacted me before the strike in 1937 about joining U,M.W.

nBefore the strike I heard that some U,M.T., men were trying to get
men to join the U,M... T know of two men who did this, but I can't remember
their names.

"] know nothing about the wage scale dispute. I attended a few
T.MA. union:meetings, but I don't rcemember whether I went to the meeting
on the night before the strike started or not. I do remember that at a
few mectings therc was somc discussion about kicking some men out of the

union because of their U.X, ., activities.
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nI can't remomb:r how the strike started, or why

it started., The mminers started to load their

cars with short welights., 1 remember that we were

callad out of the mine just before quitting
time. 1 don't know why the miners were loading their cars with short
weishts, Hut 1t might have been over some trouble with the U.ILT. organizers.

RE: JOHMN L. 1EVIS, ET AL

*] remcmbor that I signed a P.llL,A. petition in 1937, but I can't
remerbor what it was for. I don't remember signing any other petition,
I know that I did not sign a petition for U.M.T,

"Nobody came to my house after the strike begen to got me to join
the UM

nIn Scptembor 1937 T think that I recelvid a notice from the
mana crent of the mine that the mine would reopen. As 1 recall the P.X.A.
had a meoting the dar before the day the nine was to reopen, and it was
decided at this meeting that the F.lL.A. nen would picket the minc if any
U.¥. 7. men were allowed to mo dovn inte the mins. Falcettl, the super,
trizd to push the P.N.A., men away from the cage to let the U.M.". nen get
1nto the caJge to 2o into the minc. The P.M.A. men picketed the minc so
ot the U.K.1. men could not go into the mine to take away the jobs
of the P.M.A. men. The F.H.,A. men only wanted to pretect tiheir jobs,

%] was in the picket line in 1337 for a long time. I can't re-
momb:r just how long it was. Therc werc only Mine B men on the picket line.
No onc forced mec to go on the picket line. The P.M.4. had a mevtlng,
and voted to picket the mine if the managemen tried to put U. M.7. men
inte thes mine.

T hile the picketing was going, I obtzined a job at Mine 4. I
huve been working at Mine & ever since, I don't know what went on at
Mine B aftor I left. I heard a lot of rumors, but I only want to tell
what I know personally.

nT joined the U,M.'. whcn that union obtzined a majority of the
s at Minc A, T wmas not forced to join U.M.W. T was tircd of the
strike that had happened at Hinc B, and I did rot want the same thing to
happed at Kine 4. I don't carc which union I bclong to; one is just as

good as another.

"This statoment consisting of two typewritten pagus has becn read
to mo and I statc it is true and correct to the best of my knowledre.®

7=/

, Special Apont, F.B.I. Springfield, Iil.
pecial Agent, F.B.I. Springfield, Ill,

L

§ae

i{incsses:
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

}"7(“/1‘9’71)

INTERVIE” “ITH

Springfield, lll., was interviewed a3

— September 3, 1943, by Special Apgenis

and m# able to express himself clear
witho i S1LAL100 pears y well, and is able to understand
any tyve of questioning. He advised that he is willing to testify In court.
ﬁcl&:}.ed to have no criminal record.

The following is the si-ned statement of —

nSpringfield, Ill.
September 3, 1943.

nake the following statement freely
and voluntarily 5 vho have identified
themselves to me as Speclal Ajear tu of Investigstion.
No threxts or promises have been nmace to me to obtain this statement.

regently re Springfield, I1l, I was
born on At present I working for

I first jomed a mine unlon, the United Mine “orkers, about‘
I stayed in this union until I joinsd the rrogressive Mine Vorkers of
inmerica in 1932. I rejoinad the U.IL7), sometime early in 1941. I don't

recall vhether 3t wos biiire or 2fter the February election in 1941.—

"] began to work at MNine B aboutF “hen the P.M.A. was organized
in 1932, I had no part in its formation. merely went along with the majority
when I joined P.X.i. I sow that the majority of the miners wanted the P.M.A,
union so I went along with them. I alwnys like to go along with the majority.
It seenms to me that therc was somc wrangling 2t ldine B, but I don't recall what
it was about because I always tried to tend to me own business. I don't
recall any big trouble at iine B prior to the strike in 1937,

nafter I joined P.M.A. I wis always satisfied with that union. The
officers were a pood bunch of men, and treated the miners squarsly. I did not
v0 to many of the union meetings bec2use I was not interested in union affairs,
I alvays considered the r.M.a. a pood clean union.

"I don't remember any sritating on the part of any men to turn the
miners over to U.M.".. before the strike stnrted in 1937.

tAs I recall the men in the spring of 1737 knew that they were work-
inr without 2 permanent contract. All the men, so far as I know, thought

~185-
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Re: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL

by e  Lap

DS G RIS
“ that the F.l.a. officials could get as good a
{continued wage scile as the U.M.W, I don't remember much

that happened in this matter because I did not
w2nt to have anything to do with it.

"T don't recall going to the F.l.A. meeting the night before the
strike stirted, and I don't reme-ber secing any notice of the meeling.
On the day thc strike started in 1337, someone told me that the men were
quittins. I heard that some of the miners were sending out cars loaded with
short r=ipghts, but I don't know if there was any organized plan for the miners
to lo~d their czrs short., I don't know what the trouble was, and I don't
know the reasons for the strike. T loter heard that some miners had been
a~itating for U.l. 7., 2nd that the ~pit-tors h:id lozded their cars with
short weights., I don't know anything more about the strike.

"I don't rzmember sifning a petition for P.M.A. in 1937, but I knorw
that I did not sirn 8 petition for U.L.W.

uwifter the strike beran Cotton dnanias came to my home and asked me \\
to join the U.lM7. I remener that he said something about Mine B reopehing '
if the U.}."7. had the miners. I saw Ananias several times, but he only came
to my home on one occasion. I 81w him a couple of times in tomm. I think
that Cotton Ananias told me that the lMine B officials would reopen the
=mine when U.l.'7. had a nmajority of the miners, but would not open HMine B as
long as P.l.a. had a majority of the miners. However, I am not certain that
Ananias did say this. I do know that he ¢id not threaten me. Nor did anyone
elee threaten me. -7

] heard that Mine B was going to reopen in September 1939. I went
t> the P.i.i. union hall and found out that the mine was pgoing to reopen, I
alsos heard that the U.M.7. was goin- to come in and take some Jjobs away
from P.i.A. men. A5 I reczll there were about B or 10 U.l."V., men that were
~oin~ into the mine. The F.l.s. decided to picket the mine to keep out the
ULV, men., I don't know when the P.M.A. decided to picket the mine. I went
out to the picket linc becausc I wanted to. I stayed with the rest of the
men. I saw only Mine B muen there.

"It is my opinion that Elshoff got the Federal injunction to keep
the P.ll.a. men avay from the mine so that the mine could get U.E.T. men into

the mine.

"] voted in the election in Decneber 1937 at the State Armory, and
voted for the P.ti.a. I was satisficd with that union, and wantcd to keep
it, I donf} know anything about the details of the election.

f
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

n] don't remember petting a notice of reogehing
of the mine in 1939. I don't reczll how 4 learansed
thet the nine was to reopen.

npfter I went back to work at kilne B after the reopening in November ‘/
, Cudp~ Beumgardner spoke to me about joining U.i.W. He s2id that the !
. would win the next election, and I inferred fram what he sald that I
d lose my job if I did not sign up. Cotton Ananlas also spoke to me
several times about joining U.X.”. Bohannon, who was my driver, did not
insist too strongly that I join the U.ILU. I remember that
t0ld me that I had better come to the U.K.T, meeting because the mNe was
roing U.M..., and there would be no job for me if I did not sign up with
0.100.  Frank austin 21so talked to me abouti joining U.i.'s  Tony Flotch
told me that kine B was roing U.¥.W., but I don't remember that Plotch
ever asksd me to join the U.M.W. Jimmig Hile snoke to me several times
about joining U.L.W. a couple of time.

e D

a11lso talked to me several
times about joining U.M.7. He did not have much to say. None of these
men ever threatenesd me or ~busad ne.

"I reeall that _ was an air checker at Mine B. There was ,-"-
no such positicn at the mine before the strike started in 1937.

spent most of his time t2lking to the minerse

"I heard a lot of rumors ahrout U.lL'. activities going on in Mire B,
Wt I can't romember cxactly whot these rumors were. One morning in the i
wash house at iine B, I saw eaten up bv two or thre : .
These o 24 -
did the beiting won KN AS
I did not sec anyons tlse beat any of the miners. [t ie oy
opininn vhet these meg _grere beat up becruse they would not join the U.:L7.

As I reczll nd sth told me this. But, even if they did not

tC’ll ms, I am sure in my ovn miﬂd thot thet is the reszson ‘Whlr these men

wore beaten up. I also rcenll thot 2 fellow named ‘w-:s beaten up.
The sheriff was zt the mine whon these beatings were going on, but he did

not &é» anything.

. S N
and the son of

- "In my opinion the monazement seemed to d9 everything they could do
. for the U.X.W. men, and everything they could do to hzrm the P.l.i. men.
The U.l%'. men were very friendly with the management, and sccmed to be
running the show themselves, not Elshoff.
"about o week afterqwas beaten up, I sicned up with
JL. I heard that there were only ren left in the P.M.A. when I left

then to sign up with U.ILT. I heard that everyone wis sirninge ue it
V..., and I had an idea that if I did not join the U.ILV. soom, someone

nould try to give me a benting.
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Re: JOMN L. LEVIS, ET AL b7

b7 D
L e '] s <o in Mine B after he had
+

been beaten up. Everyone thought that Bohannon
!continuedg - did it, but Bohannon could not pave done it be-

cause I was with Bohannon when was broup t/
osut, Bohinnon ecould not have beaten -in the short time tnat he was
awsy from re that doy, SR os very acuive in F.liA., and I think Baum=
girdner beat hinm. — - [

NI wag dissatisfied with the mine and the union fights. I became
fed up with the mine as a whole and declded to quit,

%I have read this statement com3iczhinz of this and four other type-
written pages, and I state that it is trus vo the best of =y knowledge and

recollection.
/+/

Titnesses:

!peu:ll A;en!s -!,

Springfield, I1l."
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‘Res  JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

\\ N | | ‘_b7c/ﬁ_'g7_D

N —>vre §ITH | The following investigation wes conducted by Special -
, - % at 8 pringfield,
: » - R T S

T1linois on Septe

: At his reiidence MSpringﬁem, Tllinois,
Azents interviewed and he advises re never boen in any
trouble nor has he ever been arrested. N anpeared to be fairly coopera-
tive and it is believed that he would/maKc a wery good witness unless his
testimony was necessary. He appeared to understand questions and gave an-
swers to them, but cannot read the knglish language very well. Fe indicated
he did not know much about the trouble and this may be true, beczuse he was

vorking nights and never attend2d an'na m.otings. The foilowing signed

statoment was obtained from him. )
Springfield, IE

Scpt. 5, 1943

"] glv2 the following statement to and
\ vho arc knorm it re to be Spec, Agts. of the F.B.1.
ko cats or promises have been nmade to to procurc this statement and I

give it of my own free will, I started at mine 'B* in Feb. 1937 as a
timberman o2 thor cver since working from 9:0Q T1T to 4:30 AM.
T was born in I came to the U.S. in and

amc a citizen in 2t Springficld. I first joined 2 minc union in |
~is was a U.l.7,. union, \

-

Y have ncver becn a union officer. I
ropped UL¥. ... and became P.M.A. when I went to work at Mdne 'Bf. 1
joined P.l.i. becausc at that timc I had to_to work at mine 'B'. During
the few months I was at mine 'Rt the P.M.A., and Zlshoff got along alright
so far as I know. T was working nights and knew nothing of what happened
in tho day time, So far as I know the F.}.A. men got on alright with their
officials. I did not attend mcetings a3 I worked nights. I just did ny
job and peid my dues. Beforc the mine closed the P.ll.A. scemed o

bc taking morc dues than thoy should T dont know whaet this was for but
they would take from $1.50 to “3.00 When they were only suppesed to take
$1.50. The only special assessmunts were decath benefits. I nover saw

the T.M.%. picket mine 'B' prior to the strike., I no nothing of any
efforts of any kind to switch the men from P.M.A. t0 UMT.

*I nover heard anything about any parties being given by
ElmOIf to U.H’TO‘.- . ) . ) .

t7hen the union contract ran out in 1937 I saw in the papers
that there was +0 be a temporary agroement until final settlement could
be reached. a¢ felt scttloment could be reached., Ve felt that any
contract. gotten by either U,M.%. or P.M.i. would be the eame. There were
no disputes at the mine on paydays just prior to the strike nor were <
. ) . | =189-
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JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL L
PN

L p

TUTE V1% WITH there any slowdowns or stoppages. I never heard snything
about the management saying anything about the wage

loontinued! question. I dont know or bother about such things
1 just attend to my own business. -

*I did mot go to work the night of May 12, 1837y I went to the
mine but someone from the union oelled out to the mine and told us not to
go cown that they were on strike. the engineer tolc me
we vere on strike he did not tell me L. suill dont why the strike
etarted. 1 dont remember eigning any petition for either U.k. e or
P.i ohs the surmer of 1537. I heerd thet summer that U.l.%. had formed a
A locel in Springfield but no one esked re “o joine I remember nothing of
et - interest heppening during the swumcer of 1537, Trhen the Co, attempted %o
open the mine in Sept. 1937, I read it wa: "o open. Several of us went mmt
but Ai¢ not ro on the mine propert;. Tne sit-domn started either that
gee dey or the next one. I used to go out once in & while during the
git dom etrike I etayed out there 5 or 6 days in all, I went out of
my owr free will when 1 did goe The F.l.h. men vere there to nrotect the
mine. There were no outsiders there and everything wes peacefuls 1
wag not there when the marehall cems.

*I heard th:ough the nepers that they were going to open the
rnine on Deo. 13, 1937. I did not go out.

*] voted in the firet N.L.R.B. election, this was by secret
bellot and T &till do not care to tell vhich way I votede I know P.ilihe
von and feel thie #estbhe way moet of the men felt.

"] was not at the nine when they tried to open it in 1938 in
Jen. ‘

“Ag far as I know the reason the mine woe closed so long was
because Elehoff wouldn't open it with e Progressive union and the men
geid that if he wouldn*t open it as Progressive they vouldnt open i%
ot 311-

%] heard that Felsetti wee opsrating the Jefferson mine while
:dne “B* was closed this was just %alk so fer es I komer.

*"hen the mine opened in 1939, I got o letter telling rme to
some book within e certain no. of dayse I vent & saw Falsettl and he
told me to coms to work that nipghte Nothing wes seid st this time as to
the wage scnle. After the mine opened I continued to pay my duee to
Foiwhe 1 did not join U.MLW. till after the 2nd election whea I turned
over in order to kesp my job.
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3 Res JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Lhe LAp

IVT.oVIs T TITH *From the time the mine opened till efter the 2nd

m K.L.T.B. elootion ncbody ever came to me et home

A y or ek the mine to join the U.LW. After U.K.V.. won the
, election I heard you hed to join U.lk.Ve to keep your jcb

ec I joined up., I never heard exy statement by the menagement as to which

union the, vsvld prefer. 1 knew nothing of eny acte of favortism. 1

dont know whwther there viere & lot of new men in the mine as I never
sew Lhe men,

*] voted in the 2nd N.L.h.B. electicm, thie wes an honest
election ae far ee I know, Yo one tecld ma how to vote anc I never sew
arvtody with leaflets or armything. This wes by cecret bellot end I
ctill dont cere to state how I vobed, I paid Pelehs dues to the month
before the lection.

“The mine vas in beé rhere when it opened, lots of cave-ina
ené lote of slete. I dont knov how nuch it cost to put it back in
ehape but it wae 3 weeks before it oould open. '
®] know nothing of emv fire at the mine in 1839,

B "] knov nothing of eny meeting where Jack Blesoow was kicked
ol out.

*1I heve hac Agentq read to me the foregoing statement
consisting of 7 peges tnd to the best of my knowledge it is £ll tus.

I anm therefore cigning it of my o'n free will.

Signed; —
T'itnesgcd
S+, Faul, 113
M.B.L (.i1w,)

Springfiele, I11
Sept. 5, 1943®
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\ RE: JOHN L. IETS, ET .l

Lre b9p

N

it
Y, LmEaviE s UITH - The following investipation was conductcd by
\\“ Special agZunts and

' -t Sgrin i&:ld’ Iliinois on Sc xembor 7,
) 1343.

st the residence of
ficid, TIilinois, which is the address of 18 Was verviewed
znd adviscd that he has never been arrcsted in his Iite,

It was noted that— azppeared to bu mare intelligent than the
ordinary mincr and ho re.dily understood the questions asked himi He was
very coopcrative and he will mik: w ool witness if he is culied upon to
tostify. He furniahed .pgents with ithe following signed statement:

Soringfi:id, Ill.
Scpt. 7, 1943

horchy give the following stotenent to-
. who ar. know: to me to bu Spee. Ats. of the
F.H.1. NO Lhreats or promiscs have been made me to procure this statement.

I am now waiting for ry iinal papers. I first sturted ot mine "i" in

I am a eoal-digper.: I first joined a mine union about -in this
was U.1% . I hove never held a union office.

"From the time I went to mine "BY till 1932 I know nothing of the
relation butvicen Elshoff and the U.M... I joined the P.E... in 1932 be-
cousc everyonc clse at mine "B" join-d.

NThere was no trouble b tween Elshoff and the Pul... from 1932 to
1937. I no nothing ahout Elshoff or Falsctti making any stotenent opposed
t6 Pu.... or favoring UJL, during this time. I beliuve they got along

alri ght.

"From 1932 to 1437 the P.M.i. men got along alright with their union
officicls. In this period thc men were given their say in union affairs
when they wanted. 1 attended union meetings at this peried when I felt
like it. T never fclt the union officers were spending union money wrong.
They made regular rcports to the union mcubors on the money. Ve had no
urmsunl assessments durin this time, therc was a 10% assessuent to help
oth:r miners.
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REt JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL

29’7 o L?’il)
w WITH _ nRBeforc the strike in 19237, I never saw the U.M.W.

picket mine B and never got any literature or

lccntinned) pamphlets from them. Tlere were five men in

' P.Y.n, who wanted to get the P.M.a. men to join
U.M.... Sonme of those I remember are "Sammie®™ Joe Albanese, andrew Schrale~
visus, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank sustin, Tony Plotch, John
ananias, & Chas. Pchanon. Most of them never bothered me before the mine
closed. But I heard that they were around contacting others. I knew
natring about any "Parties" being ziven by Elshoff for U.M.%. officials or

V.l ¢, for him.

W hen the union contrazct rai out in 1337, we were told by T.H.A.
officials thot thore was & tomperary asroencnt under wsich we were to get
bick por- for any incrcase we might set. Jo all folt et this tine thet the
P.i%.i. would get tho same contract as U.lL'. The men seemed satisfied with
the way the contract was beins hondled and therc was no fussing about poy
on . doy. I don't know any thing about vhat the so-called U.MLT. spics
hed  to say at this time. The monagenment s2id nothing about the wage
quostion. I did not 2o to any mecting the day beforo the strike and did
not knou anything cvout it. The morning of the strike I heard that the
Company would not fire fiv:c non who wmhere for the U.W. ., therc was nothing
szid about Wwages thet norning. Jhe niners felt thesc men should have bosn
fired., I knew nothing azbout any cars b.oing loaded short on the da: of the
strike. I knew nothin. abwut any strike until quitting tinme. T was in
box vinen we cone on top I heard o strike was celled becaus: the Co.
would ot fire the 5 U,U... agitators. For a couple of wceks aftcr this
we had a picket line at Mine "B" this was on the road away from the mine

and was entirely peacefui and voluntary. %e were just ther. to protect
our Jjohs.

I ronenbor siomin, a petition on the rocd while out on the road
picketing., I signed this of ry own free will, This was to show thot the
most of the men were P.l...., they wanted to see how many werc P.M.... & how
many U.M...

BT AArtd st 1

#] don'i rLLCIOSr anyonc s
U.X, 7. petition.
"I don't remenbor signing any other petition for P.M.... I would

to hovever.

Ak-y X
Ll WALl 25 al

n] saw in the swaner of 1937, by the papers, that UM, was forming
z locsl in Sprinzficld. I rumember nothing else happening during this
sumner,

=195~
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET &L
29 1)C,/ é:ﬂLC)

Ty LT 'JITH- "] went to the gine the first day that the mine

opened in 1937, I read it was to open in the paper.

{continued) I went to the mine to work. '“hen I got there the
UM, officials were in the mine office and told

me if T would join I could go to work. I refused to do this. I suw some

of the mnen previously mentioned go down into the mine. I renmember

USanmic went down with cléan clothing on. I went home and heard that night

tho F.M.... Was going to picket so I went to help. We went to jrotect our

job, /¢ were there of owvm will, to protect our job and gaurd the property.

There was no trouole during this, all of the men therc were from our own

local. ic were allowed to go cnd cone as we pleased. & few U.M.G, men

cue out put they said nothing they werc just there to look. I was at th.

min. the evening the marshall cene out, ho read something to us & told us

we had to leave:. we Were heartbroken ov.r this feeling we had lost our

job.

T did not go out when thep tricd 1o open the mine o few days later.
I did hecar about it.

"1 voted at thoe first N,L.R.B. clection. I w.nt right from home
to the armory. I votid for P.I%... becausc that was the way I wontod to
votc. This was an honest and ;ood clection, by secret ballot. I did not
sce any UL . men or anyone clst giving oul .iteraturc at that tine.

I hcard on the radio that Minc B was open in Jan., 1938 and that some
men had gone to work, but I did not go out.

"I know nothing about how Elshoff was cblc to keep the mine closcd
so long. I heard thot Tony Flotch was working at the Jeffirson minc, his
uncle "Tomy" told mc. I knew nothing of Falsetti going to work there.

n] got a registered letter telling ume when the nine was to open in
1939, I went out on Nov. 10, 193% at that time I ssv Filsetti who asked
e ry check number and put ne back to work at once in iy own room . Nothing
was said about ®aJcs or unions ‘at the time. I figurced we would get the
I11. union waycs. :

v.e know Eilshoff would not dezl with the P.¥.... but had no idea why.
" paid P.l.a. dQues ofter we went back and up unil 2nd N.L.R.B,

clection when I joined UL, otch, John "Cotton" .nanais,
and a third men caoe and saw nnd mysclf at honme, to
pet us to si'm up for VLY., 1 bilicve this was in auus 20, T told then

I wouid not join until the P.ll,a. local did, they did not thrcaten me but they
told nc I would have no job if I did not join. & short time later

~194~
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RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET oL

19'7 o & D

INTE '.IIT_ "Samaie" Joc slbunese came to get us to join the
_ U.M.T, two other men were with him hino Wk stuyed
{continued) in the car. He wanted to know whem | we Wwere

going to join up with U.M.%, but he made no
threats. -Old "Samnie® that if her husbund joined up with
the scebs she was going to divorce him. Still later --_F talked 3o
pe in the mine asking me to join UMY, I agein refused to join and he | !
4cld me I b.tter join bofore the tine was up or I would have no job. The |
F.l%.n. never did any thing to keep their men or get new ones. I saw plenty
of nou faces at the nine a cousle or so Donths after the ixdne opened. Kany
of these men luft aftor the 2nd N.L.R.B. election. The ninc nenagenent
did nothing at this time to show that they favored the UL, over the
F.M.... T got lots of docks aftor I wunt back but I can't say whose fault
it was. T don't remord r sipning any cards for either UM, or F.Mosa.
in the surmer of 1940, '

®] nover saw anyona ot hect up 2t the mine. I saw lots of them go
auny with blick eycs, but I nuver siw the fights though I heard about
plenty.

" hen we went bock te work the mince was in bad condition. I do
not know any thing about any firc in 1939 or whilc the mine was closcd.

#1 votod at the 2nd N.L.R.B. election. I voted for P.M... I
had already joined the U.M."., bcecause I felt I had to. I think the
election was honest, it was by scerct ballot just like the first one, I
w. 5 not forced to votc.

"] joined sbout a month bcfore the election. I wus ininted -
into it with the last group.

87 don't remcmbor any necting where Juck Glascow was kicked out.

"I have hod Spec. .t ﬂreﬁd this 10 pagc statement to me as
I Leve difficulty reading & to the Dest of my knowled:c and belief the
inforration thorein is &12 truc and corrvet, I am therefor signing it of

my own free will. "
/=

W itnesscs

S]Ji.‘ClCl! FYSE n!, F.B.I.

15
ngont F.B.I. (Midw. )"
"Springficld, Iil. - 195 -
Sept. 7, 1943"
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HE: - -

JORN L. LE TS, BT AL b7 LN

\.‘ b
N \ \ veseer 1 S

N i .S .u,;\.nts
\ \ - -stqted that in view of the fact he has & ggeat deal oi diliicully
~ b in gpeawing the English lan-uc.c, he had never paid much attention to Union

~ activitiss ot the mine. —stutcd also that his memory is veguc as
to the chronological order of events that took place in 1937.

It is b.lieved that-wauld only make a fair witness.

There is buin set forti bilow the signed stetenert executed by
a2t the time of this intervien:

]
# 43
111,
E—————
:n.:.!(a thz folloviingz voluniary statcnent to=
~oth of “hom hove identificd themsilves as Spocla
zzu of Iavestigction. No threats promises

Loonts ol thic Fedirad
havz bozn mode to induce me to make & stiicment,

and ecme to thoe U. S.

"I was born
a U, S. citizan i nd prccently rceside on

in . i baecane

S -
"] started work as a ldner in i and joined the U ¥ 7% et that

time. I have never held any office in any union. I go tg obout half the
I sterted woruing at Mine P in March of ~hen 1

union meetings.
start.d work at Mine ¥ I was alrzad: e member of the P 7 . union.

"1 remembor that our contruct with the Hine expired oun March 31,

133 4 our union was trying to gret a new contract with botter way s.
atold us to go ahcad and Worit and when the contract was sijned

Ne would sec te it that we would (ot back pay. ¢ worked ebout a month

and still we didnft get an; beck pur and we didn't know whot the terms of

the new contract were to be.

%.1 about this scme time I heard that some of the rrogrissive men
werc trying to orgmnize for the U.i%.. These men were telling us that
Fromrcssive wouldn't be ﬂ‘nlc to got us a good contract. I remenmbo
was onc of the men who was t.lking about the contract. I never hea
tint ay of these men wuerz cver expelled from the union. I did not attund

P S DU T S PRGN, ST S v
any mecting vihen the mon vere kicked out of the union.
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REs JOENI L. LEVIS, ET AL

boc & 7N

INTLRVIE . 7ITH — "I remcmber that I went to work as usual
(contimied) on . the day of the strike, I was a

_ digeer in bo »nd our uni n man,—
told us not to load the cars full until the com kicked the necn ou

who wore supposcd to be members of united. I loaded cars short just like
the rcot were doing and I think it was about 2 o'clock in the afternoon
when we wore told to leave the pit. I come on top and washed up and then
came home., I didn't talk to anybody, and didn't realizc the mine wes

on strikce when I cape home., I can't romomher whether T went back to
work the next day or not.

] don't rememb.r ever siening a petition for Progressive in the
spring or surmer of 1937. I went out to the mine in Scpt. of 1937 be-
causc 1 hecard the wine was going toyopen a.nin, when we heard that the
Company was going to lct the U. If. /. wen work with us we decided we
wouldn't wor.: and thot all of us would sit dovn at the mine. I steyed on
the p cket line for about 7 wecks. Our union officers told us we had to
stuy on picket duty if we wanted to hold our job. I comc home during
the time I was on picket dut; to look over my housc in“nd clean
up. +ho men didn't want mc to conc héme, but I come home 2 May. Nobody
cver thriatened me or hit me for leaving the picket line., I wasn't on
picket duty when the picket line was stopxd by the injunction in Dec.
of 1937.

®T voted in the N L R B clection of Dec, 1937 and as far as I was
concerned overything went 2long finc. %here wasn t any fighting and the
‘men voted ihe way they wanted to,

wIn Hovember of 1939 I got a lettor from the Company telling me to
come back to work. I wont to the mine on Ssturda and was told to come
back to work on Honday. I went bzck to work the next llonday and started
in at my olid scction.

"] kept ud my dues in F M 4 for somc time after I started back at
the minc. I kept telling Pohannon and others who wanted me to join
United , that I wouldn't join until the mojorit; joined., Nobody sver
thraotened me to J¢in any union. I joined the United becausc there
wasn't any diffcrence in either union as far as 1 could sce, Yhey both
make you pay dues and I'1l po whichevor way the rest go. Nobody has over
bothered me at the mine and as far as I'm concerned I can't say much as
to what th. uniou has donc, I am still employed at line B,
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RE:  JOHN L. 1E.;IS, ET 4l
pages has been

TNTERVIE. VITH _ nThis entirc statcment of 4
read to me mand it is true to

(contirmed)
the best of m/ i Lory "

o/

TTitneSseS

) Special arnts, FBI
y U. 5. Dept. of Justice®
by

tb?o
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REx JOI'IN L. LE'YIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEV WITH » Springfielsd,

I1linois, ; 43 at hi
hane by Special agents na m
“speaks English with dif, but 15 Bble to UNAGTE
fairly weile Throughout the mwm&mwﬂ that he has always
considered the U.M.We to be &8 bstiter union than the PM.A. He claimed to

iave po eriminal resord., Following is & signed statement obteined from

"Springfield, Ill.
September b, 19543«

"I, sky the following voluntery stetement to
Hnd whom I know to be Speciel iLgents of
tne Pederal Buresu o vestigation, of my own free will, with no

threats or pramises made to me,

"I live at field, Ill., and work
at Mine B. I wag born , and oame_to the
United States in I was petyralized in Springfield in I

joined the United Mine YWorkers in t auburn, I11, und remained &
member until 1932, when I joined the Progressive Mine \lorkers of Ameriot.
In 1941 I rejoined the U.M,7» I begin work et Mine B eround 1828, 1
have never beem &n officer in any union. In 1932, I beoune & member of
the PMA, when the miners split up with U.Mdal, I tock mo part in re=
organizing the P.M.A., and doun't kmow the reanson 1t started. I slways
have liked the U.M. T« better than the P.l.A., beoouse I feel we hud bet-
tor ocmditions under thot unione I went to some of the PM.i. meetings,
mostly becauss we were fined 50¢ if we didn’'t go. -

"I dant remember any P.M.ie meeting on the night before the
strike. On the d.y of the strike, same of the men were louding their
oars short, however, I looded mine fulle.

round quitting time {IR:c1d me the mine wos shut-
ting down, I don*t know why the sirike wns ecalled, and don't even romem-
ber hetring any reasons for the strike. I don't remember signing eny
petitions in 1937.

"In September of 1937 & picket line wns thrown around the
mine. I didn't want to go out %o pioket the mine, beocuse I was siok,
but the P.M.A. offioinls made me go, I was an the pioket line for two
days, Ve were pioketing to keep the TN men from working in the
mines All the men in the picket line were from Mine Bs V¥hen the compeny
got the injunotion to get the mem off the pramises, -:old the men
to get off the property. .
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RE: JUEN L. LEUIS, ET al.

o~
= 1

) “ bbb

1
&\V Ty I i®T TITH "In the eleotion of December 1937, I voted
o for P.MJ.A, &t the Arsencle I wos o member of the
Continued) P.M.A. ot that time, wnd was working «t Penther Creak

Number 5. I favored the U.M.7s but voted for PM.A.
because they hud the mejority.

"Fran 1938 to 1540, I was working at Punthsr Cresk Fumbsr §,
and don!t remember getting uny nmotices thant Mine B wus going to open
ups I don't remember getting any notlees before the mine opened in
19%3, I don't remember that anyone oume to me during that time to get

me to join the Ul

"] got u notise that Mine 3 weuld reopen, tnd thet I could
have my old job backe I didn® go buck to work until December 1940,
heanuse there wos no room for me before thut time. In the eleotion of
Februtry, 1941, I voted for the U.d.We beocuse 1 thought it wis o better
union, end liked it better. No one mude me voto thot wuye I joined the
U MHe just ufter the eloctions I ncver heerd the munugenent of Mine B ecy
anything thet would show they liked U.ld.[. betiter thon PJMshs, or
vice verscs 1 have alwzys thoupht thut the U.d.'7. woe a better union
then the Pudi.ae, und would rother be & member of UdM.il.

rd

"I hnve hud the foregoing, consisting of cpproximtitely two &nd

a half pages, rond to me, tnd state thut it is the truth %o the vast of

kncwledga -

Tlitnessesy

Specinl agents, Fe.Bdl.,
Soringfield, 111."

O T
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RE: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL I

L57‘7 (g L? ,? é:)

INTS & wlTH ' wag interviewed by Spceinl Agents
wilii— A T
understand English well, an : anterview was con-

ducted with difficulty. He appears friendly end cooperative, but due teo
his poor undcrstanding of English, together with

w it is not felt that hes would maks & gatislact
BLatemont which was secured fram him is set forth ss follows

9-6-43

b mexe the following voluntary statement
to hoth of whon have identified thomselves as
being opecial Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats

or promises have been made to induce me to meke a statemont.

®1 was borm in and ceme to the U.8.
in- I presently reside & and htve been a U.S.
citiisr e long time. I am presenily employcd at Mine 4. 7 atarted mining

in ind joined the U.M.U. in that year, I have mever held any office
in any unioa,

or Lress. 1na-

r
J LY

. -! o T

®] wns working at Pexther Creek #1 in 1832 when 1 jo the
Progressives. . started workiig at Mine B in about 1935 and was working
there at the tiwe of the strike in 1937. In the Spring o 1937 I recall that
the union coniract with the company had expired & the unicn was trying vo
get & new coaxtract, I also recall that at about this same time somc men
were trying to orgenize for United. I kmow that everyone seamed to be
satisfied with Progressive cxcept for about 14 men who were trying to org-
anize for United. 45 far as I knoweveryone was satisfied at the mine ex-
cept chose men. BSome of the men who were trying to organize were Tony
Plotch, Bohannon, Albanese, Pasquale, Andy and others., 1 remember that
these men were trying to tell the other men to join up with United. I al-
ways told these men that I would sign up with United when the rest dids 1
seid if everybody joined I would. I believe Tony Plotch msked me to join
United bcfore the strikao.

; *I went to work as usual in box !on the day of the strike and

’ I remember that there was some argument as to whether the Progressive
men were going to let those United men work. There wore some men in the
compeny office and they szid they didn't went the men to work., te all
started on our jobs & lot of the men loaded short cars, but I loaded my
cars as usual.

YAs I remember it we worked umtil about 2 O'clock in the after-
noon vhen we were told to come out of the mino. &t about that time 1 saw
somc of the cars that were loaded short. ithen I came on top I was told
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RE: JOHY L. LE.IS, ET AL b’)D

INTERVIE. VITH that there was a strike om, I thinx
men that a strike had been called.
continued

"I don't remembor signing any petitions in the summer

-

T kil _tclr\ our

ither Progressive or United. As I remember it, the company
tried to open the mine in Sept. of 1937. I went out there and stayed on
the picket line off and on until the Marshal came with an injurction in
Dec, of 1937. I ceme home once in & while to clean up and nobody ever

told me I couldn't go home. The men e&ll said we had to go on the picket

line or we would be called scabs and maybe we would lose our jJob,

] yoted in the NLRB election in Dec. of 1837 at the armory in
Springfield. I heard a few of the men erguing, but I didn't sece any fight-~

ing or trouble.

] went back to work at the mine in November of 1939 when the

mine rcopencd. I worked at the mine for ebout 5 or € months

I think I went back to my same place in bOX g
I was ou rk for about
5 or 6 months 1 went back
to Mine B end aske em for & job, &vorybody said the company had a oon-
tract with United and a man had to be e member of United before they would
hire you. This might have been in the early part of 1941. ‘when they
told me they wouldn't have a job for me right away, I went and got a job

with Mine A and still work for Mine 4.

"This entire statement of four pages has read to me by-

_ and it ie true to the best of my memory.
JEON

T ——

sckx to work in Mine B in 19389,

yaen wull

witnesacds

—'5;7676'131 hgents, FBI, U.S. Dept, of Justice.
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RE; JOHN L. LETIS, ®T AL

br7¢  pab

INTERVIET WITH The following investigation we uoted b

, ot BRI 1123003 on B-3-25, At his residence m
ROVIESC ne nas never been arrested in his . 5 0O he had
great diffioulty in understending the questioms and he spesks English
very poorly end is of extremely low mentality. It is believed that he
would meke 2 very poor witness unless his testimony were absolutely
nesessary. Agents obteined the following signed statenent from hims

"Seﬁt. 3, 1943
I11.
_—

- -

i hereby give the following statenent to
:nd who are known to me to be spece
agtss of the rsBels No threats or pramisges have been made me to procure

this statenents I was
pame to the U.S. about .
ing for the las

aio ut Snrini- field, Ills I have not been w
I first joined & union over years agoe. 1 heve never
boen & union officere ihen I first went to Tine "3" there was & U.M.Ha

union there I dont remember how lonr upo thut wuse I worked there up
until Christmas time about&

®ihen I first went to work at Mine "B" the U.llll. union they
had there wus alright so far as I knowe I dont know anything &bout the re-
lation between this union and Mre ELSHOFF or FALSEITI.

18 & C1TLIEN &

%1 joined the F.l.Ae union when ihey otmé in becauss i

- +
the union there and you had to belong to keep your jobe I took no part
in forming this unione

™uring most of the time we hed & Progressive Union at Mine
"3" everything was alright es I remember. I heard something about Mr.
ELSHOFF wenting to ohange fram P.Msie buck to UM but I knew nothing
of this myself. So far as I know Mr. FalSETTI or Mr, ELSHOFF never
seid snything to discredit the P.M.h. leanders. While we had the Pro-
gressive Union everything was elright. I did not know anything about
any trouble between the P.M.sie members and their leaderss The P.M.h.
wag u good union and fed lots of poor minerss I know nothing about
the fincnces of the Progressives, I wont down to meetings lots of times
but didnt attend regular becuuse it wus too fur fram here. tThen there wes
any question e to what the union should do it wus voted on our leaders

di9 not rell us what to do.

. ‘_'-a—_'. . . - 205 -

e e mmete T SN e s ST Tt AT G T eaweategn Sem e e

r



¢«

T . s -y
&

"
REt JOHN L. LEYIS, ET AL L : “ax
7 f A 7 -
D
INTERVIEY WITH "Before the strike in 1937 the U« never
h bothered us at Mine "B" in eny wny that I knowe Nobody
ontinue ever tried to get me to join U.M.'W. thens.

"I pever heard of Mras EISHOFF giving apy parties for U.M.V, nen
or officialss - .

"l n heard unything about the temporary wnge egreement
butween and Mr. ELSHOFF. I alweys thought the P.M.A, wts
a better wiion and oould do e£s much for the men me any other. I dont
rememher any fuss over pay ot the mine prior ta the strike as I
recall everything wus alrightd

. - "] dont remember whether or not there was u meeting of the
Progzressives the night before the mine olosed if there was such
o meeting I did not go to ite

"1 demt remember nnything obout the men being expelled fram
the Progressives just before the strike. I dont know the reuson this
strike wus called.

"I heard thut same of the curs were louded short an the day of
the strike I didh't see sny of this however wnd did not do it nyself. I
think it wos JOHN SCHWIEDER who told the nen to losd the cars shorts
I heard mo tulk in the territory wherc I wus cbout going on strikes Vhen
we coume up on top I think old-us we wore mot going bnek into the
mine any more, I dont remember the recsan for thie or whether he gove us
any retson or note.

"1 dont remember signing uny potitions after tho strike strrted
for either the Progrossives or the United Mine Vorkorse I dont remember
eny body trying to get me to sign anything ufter the strike sttrted.

"I dont remember nny thing ubout the U.Msls forming & lacal
the sumner of 1937.

"There moy huve been UJdflle spies in the Pulshe but I dant
know cny of them or who they weres I dont reocull enything ebout whet
"these men might huve dane £t the time of the strike or from then until
the mine reopened.

"] dont remember ony thing sbout tho uttempt to open the mine in
Septs 1937, I do romember the picketing there und I took purt in it.
I wes there most of the time except to come hame und chinge olothus onoe
in o while. The men who took part in the picketing were just the loould
P.M.Ae men. I dont recull any union meeting where the P.M... decicded whot
to do when the mine tried to open under U.H.aTe I just henrd thet the

7_‘;, - 204 =
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RE: JOHN L. LEJIS, 2T alL.

l""""-—--1

N"‘:P‘Jiﬂ P Ae Wi icketin out at the mine so my buddy epd .
ﬁ?w Phe) want over to helpe i
i

" {continued)
"Nobody threatened me if I didn' go to hslp with
the picketing. I went of my own wille The first dey there were sbout
10 U 4. men over by the Coes office the sheriff sent these men hame,
becnuse if he hudn't moybe there would have been some fights. after
this the U,M.7. mon did not oome baocke The picketing was pesoceful tnd
nobody was hurt or botherede ile were just at the mine to protect our

jObSc

- !MW’,‘%’W%‘.‘% o

2

"] remember when we left same-=body okme over and read sonething
ant we 81l came mwey, that wos &ll there wuns too it no fights no fuss nor

Same of the mon werc glad %o le&ve but same were mede e a1l
ending to his business so

enything.

knew thot the mon who read the paper wis

we pEne an haes

Lt
=
l:o

"I dont remember anything about the sttempt to open the mine
on Dece 13, 1937, I think I heard ebout it but I did not go buok und dont

remember the detuils nowe.

"] dont remember onything obout the N.L.R.B. election of Dece.
15, 1937. I dont remember ever going to the Ammory in Springfield to

vo{:e for which union I wintede

"I dont romenmber enything ubout the ntteompt to open the mine
in Jun. 1938 under the U.d.Ws I otn not reccll anything outstunding

_ happening between Jun 1938 und Nov. 1838.

"] dont rember how 1 found .out the mine wrs golng to open in
Nov, 1839, I dont recull gettlng any letter I guoss I recd it in the

- deledamle eune ImiiA Awr
vuuu;

PUDAre I dont think I went back to the mine at once_ I think ry
went back und he told me when my roon wus recdye Then I wont baok to work
nobody bothered me or tried to get me to join the UM, I did not

sce anybody get bect up over at the mine but I heerd thut some fellows
Ai A d+a shog ‘Q‘ht‘:‘u frnvrored the

oa
- e =

dide I duomt mow of cnything the mome gaorient did Yo show th
- g &

UM 7. Maybe they did but I dent kmow.

T Pter wo went book to work I suw nmore UMW, men ocome in une
£31 they were ohout holf nnd half. I got sonred muybe there would be

o & I)JLUJ’ bl el
trouble o I joined up too. I saw tho other men going over 80 I went

over myselfe

"] dont remember signing »nv curd for LM.RW. or P.M.i. during

the summer of 1940.
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*I have had Speo. h.gt-- read the forgoing
statenent of 8 longhand pages to me as I oan not
kg I renenmber it is

INTERVIE
continued) reed the English lenguages
al]l trus and oorrecte I em therefore gigning the
5AmME o
™Yitnesss
Special ngen!,!.B.I. (1ilwa., Fise)
Special ngent, FeB.Il.
St. Paul, Hinn. Il
Sept- 3, 19430“
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NEE:  JOEN L. LECIS, ET AL

é?ﬂ?::/

i . égf7£3

~ INTCRVIES UITH The foWon wes conducted by Special
R o and WENENENRNNNRNNRN -+ Spring-

T e
field, HTIROIS, on gp%cmber E, ) 7% Pul—

' st his residence, Springfield,
Iilincis, Lgents interviewed and he advised he hes never

teen arrosted in his life.

.

1t was noted thet W ic 2 very intelligent individual and
he seemed to recall the detes of different occurrences very quickly. He
sppecared to know what was going on during the period under investigation.
It is fclt that he would meke a very good witncss if his testimony is
desired in Court. '

The following signed statement wes obtained from—
!pringf‘i&ld. I1l.
e i

[ . £  10AT
OCEPTs Oy 1U%Je

" give the following statement to

who are knovm to be Speccial hgents of the
F.B.1. No threats or promises have been made me to procure this state-

ment.

"I was born in _cme to the U.S.
in YR cnd became a citizen & I first joined a
mine unhon in Ill. when I first ceme to the U.S. 1 heve been working at

Yine & es & coal digger since Feb. 1938, I have never held eny union
office. I started work at Mine "8" in 1936, I was then & member of the
P.AM 4. 1 am now & member of U.M.%.., Bs when Elshoff took over Mine "A"
he wes going to bring in & different crew and in order to keep our job we
all went over. ‘

"During the year I wes at Mine "B"™ under the Progressives every-
thing wes getting along finc. Things wont along well right up ts the

time of the strike. I mever heard Elshoff or Felsetti scw that they dis-
liked the P.XM.A. and wented to get U.M.i. back.

*Tha P.M.h. men scemed to get amlong alright right up until the
strike. The busincse of the local was fair and square and the miners
could say what they wented., I attended most of the P.M.A. union mestings.
The officials issued reports regular as to where the money was going.
There wore some specie) assessments but these were always legitiment

wnion expenses. I never felt tho moncy was being mishendled. remember
when some of the P.M.A. men were sent to prison for bombings and as far

-
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RE: JOHN L. LEZIS, ET AL.
bLre b p

EHTERVIES’TITH as I know those men were all eteady workers.
ﬁthing about any of the bombings or other vwi
"Prom 1936 to 1937 I never sew the U.M.:.. men set up

"EY, I pever any U.M.T. literature or leeflets

erny picket line at Mine
distributed at Yine "B", but there were re such pamphlets distributed rll
I knew that there were

over the bu51ness district one Sunday morning.
Some

some U.k... men at the mine trying to get the men to leave P.K.A.
that I recognize ere "Saomy” (Joe Albanese), Andy Schrelevious, Damonic
Pesquele, Fronk Austin, Tony Plotch, “Cotton™ Ananias, and Charles
Bohanon (Bowling Green). None of these men came to my home before the
mine closed. -I had hecrd that they went to other mens homes however, 1
heard they were getting $35.00 per wack as organlzers this is &1l I know

about it however.

"] heard thut Elshoff was giving somq parties.
I had an invitetion to ottend one party this was seupposed to

eny however,
be given by the Rnpubllcan Party but we heard before the perty that U.M,w.

ance

I knew
ol

<]

{

1 never went to

_____ smarim Ay wrlea wowmd wniiTA hawva +n AAadn

orga_n],zers wWere gciﬁg LD UU bIIG(U nuu BIyCDLQY Wil wolw WUkl dliave v gwvad

U.M.77. This was held at the home of LOUIE CASPER, now dead, tho address
was on the 1700 Bl. of Peorie Rd. 4ndy Schrelevious invited me to this

party.
Wihen the contract ran out in the spring of 1937, we heard that
there wes going to be m 10¢ raise which would be retroactive. This was
told us by the P.M.A. officials. The U.M.W. organizers who wore in F.M.A.
had been suspended at different mecetings over a period of time. There
wes no feeling that the P.M.A. would not get ms good a contract as U.M.W.
During April and early May there was no dissatisfaction among the miners

,w,‘a"l‘.l:l-‘.- Wv B SN T g . T e

{15

over the wags mattcr,

"On the night of May 11, 1937, & Special Mceting wes held.
saw a notice on the bulletin board st the mine. I belicve there weas
pretty geod mttendence at the mecting. These men had becn considered by
the trisl board and found gu;ltyL they then called for a rlsing vote and
the men voted 90 to & to confirm the decision of the trial board. o wors
told the board had already found they were guilty and that we should vote
whother to supjort that or not. Joe &4lbanese sat next to me and neither

he or anyone else had amything to sey in defense of the alleged spies.

PR Npop femsalf wotad da suppcrt the derigion of the trisl board !msnend-

ALDGLIIS DT }-L;JHDWJ-J

ing himself. I believe the pext dey the company was asked to discharge v,
those men and they said they didn’t cere who worked there and let them go
down. This meeting was held only to consider the suspension of these men.
The next morning when we went to work I did not know we were going to .
So far as I know the men in generel did not know of the suspension
Cars were loaded short that day, the word being

I

A Wk A

strike.
of the alleged epies.
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RE: JOHN L. LEUIS, ET AL.

b e &1D

INTERVIE. - ITH passed along that the cars should be loaded short as a
protest against the Cos not firing these men, This was
continue the only dey this was ever done. The men were celled

out that afternoon, we were just told to gquite. when
I got-on top the engineer said we were going on sirike as the Co. refused
to firc these men. The next day the men sterted to picket the mine &nd
continucd till asbcut the last of May when the officials said the mine was
closed. The picketing was entirely peaceful, they only picketed in the
merning and ne one went to work. I signed & P.M.A. on the road by the mine
while we were on picket, no ome forced me to sign and I don't think enyone
wes forced. It was to show the Company how many men the P,M.A. had, 1
heard of & petition gotten up by the U.L.u. but noticfly msked me to sign
such petition. I signed & petition in the fall of 1937 for the P.M.a. to
serd to the X.L.R.B. I signed this of my own freec will and no one else was
forced to sign as far as I know.

"I heerd of thc forming of e U.M.%e. local in Springfield in the
swmer of 1937. I don’t recell anything clse of interest prior to the
sit-dovm strike. hen the minc cpened in Sept. 1837, I reed of it in the
pepers. It was steted thc mine would be opened under U.M.w. 411 the P.M.a.
mostly showed up for this, The P\M.A. officials were at the mine and went
to see Elshoff, they later told us they had talked to Frlsetti and he had
said the U.¥.7. had a charter there and P.L.A. men could not go down.
FaLSETTI to__ 12 U.M.T. men over to the shaft & let them down., There was

no violence. That afterncen we held e meeting and decided to not let any-
one go down in the mine this was held et 6th & liashington,

"] was out at the mine moet of the time of the sit-down strike.
The other men end I were there of our free will. ‘The men who picketed
were all locel 54 men, Everything was very peaceful end no U.K.,W.. men ceme
to the mine during this time. I was mt the mine the evening the Marshall
came out ebout 8 o'clock. Most of the men could not understend why this
was done when P.M.A. was majority union end were ready tc go to work,

" hen the Co. tried to opsn the mine in Dec. 1937, I lmew it was
to open but don't know howe we just wont to the mine and drove by.

"] voted at the first N¥.L.R.B. election, this was by secrect
ballot. e met at the Hell and alked to us for a short time,
Be explained about how the voting would work., I voted PProgressive” and
believe this wes an honest election. when we went to the Armory to vote
there wers some men there with pamphlets for U.M.iw. but I did not get any,
These men were on the streots near the Armory.

®! heerd something about an attempt to reopen the mine in Jan.

1938 but I did not go near there then. I heard that the redson the mine
was not opened as a P.K.i. mine was because Elshoff had an agreement with

ﬂaoga
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J"’?c./ "4"10

VTR YIRS CTTH U.M.7.. not to have anything to do with P.M.hv I heard

something about Elshoff taking over the Jefferson M¥Mine
cortinue but know nc more about this, ‘

M hen the mine opened in 1938 I got & regiestered telling me to
come back within a certein time. I was alrendy working at Mine & so I
sav Falsetti I was just going downm and get my tools end the loose coal up.
T did tais woerking about 2 days. Nobody snid eny hing to me about Union
during theee 2 deys. where I was working in Box ithe mine was in just
the seme shepe as when I left it. I never heard Uf any fire at Mine ¥B" in
1539, I @id not vote in the 2nd N.L-R.B. clection. I remember one meeting
when was drunk and they threw hinm cut for creating & disturb-

ence rothing was sald sbout meney at theat mecting.

"] have read this 10 page hand-written statement end to the best
of my belief it is &ll true. I am therefore signing it of my own free will.

) W

Spec. hgt. F.B.I. (Milw).
Specinl agent, FBI, 8t. Paul, Minn.

Springfield, Ill.
Scpt. 6, 1943.
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Re: JOHN L. LESIS, ET AL

o) e LD

Springfield,
O T, e otervicned by Sicciat gents
:nd on September 6, .

was noted that nderstood the guestions asked him and thst he respond=.
very well with his answers and it appeared that he knew whot was going on
at ¥ine B during the period in gquestion while he was there. It is felt

that - would make a good Witnegg df 2is testimony is needed. The follow-
ing signed statement was executed by

Spring!lle!, !! .

Sept. 6, 1943

o _ give the fullowing statement to

Thb are known to me to be Special Agents o1

INTERVIE. "I TH

nT have been a coal-diggar ot Panther Cresk Kine #2 since Mine "B"
closed in 1937. I worksd at mine "5 for about ears prior to the
strike. 1 was born in o U. 5. in &

became a U. S. ﬁ'tizen 3 MG AiLer in Springfields I was
a Union member I first joined a U.M.W. Union in Springfield in
I have nmer eld a union office.

tFrom the time I started at mine "B" until 1932, I knew nothing of
the relation between the U.M.%. and the mine management. I felt the miners
did right in 1932 to leave the U.M.7. and form the Progressives. I took no
active part in this_ howover. From 1932 to 1937 Elshoff got along just fine
with the P.N.A. I heard that there were 2 or 3 men around who wanted to
swing the men from P.MA, to U.M.W. Falseiti toid a group of us a short
time before the strike that if we wornted to be Progressives we should go
over to Peabody Mine and go to work. 7This was when the U.M.%W, was trying
to first get back into the mine. The P.M.A. miners alway got along well
with our officials. There was no feeling that the union was run as a
racket, The miners themsclves ran the union and not a picked group. From
1932 t0° 1937 I attended most of the Union meetings. There was no feeling

that the money of the F.M.A. was being mishandled, reports were made on
this at each meeting.

"I dont know whether the P..A. men who were sent up for property
bombing were guilty or not but talk at the time was that they had been framed

"From 1932 to 1937 there was no trouble at mine "B" between U.M.W.
& P.M.A. that I know of. I pever saw any UMW, literature at the minse.
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Re: JOEN L. LEVWIS, ET AL L bID

JTERY TR, 71T “A few days before the mine closed I heard of about 10
P.K.A. men who were for the U.M.W. I dont recall any

zconglnuea! of these men being expelled at any meetings I attended.

"] heard that Sammy (Joe Albanese), Andrew Schrelevious,
Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch,
Joon (Coston) ananias, John Sirtout, Geo. & Emory Jacaway, Chas. Bohanon
and James Hale were the ones trying to get tne miners to go back %o U.k. W,
None of these men ever bothered me. I doni know who did it but someone
was paying these men as they had a lot of money & some even bought new cars
=zt this period.

"I knew nothing about any partics given by Elshoff for U.M.W.
offi cials or U.M.V. officials for Elshoft.

"When the contract expired in 1937, it was understood from the P.L.A.
officials that Elshoff had agreed that if w: would go ahezd and work we would

get back pay when a coniract w:s signed. The Progressive officials told

us all about this and the men wore sitisfied. The feeling was that the
F.M.4. men could get just as good 2 contr-ct as U.MLW. In April of 1937 and
garly Moy there was no commotion on paydays, everybody seemed satisfied. I
heard nothing regarding how the maragement felt in regards to the woge

guestion.

"0n the night before the mine "B" closed I dont recall for sure
vhether the mecting held was regular or special. I attended this mecting
and know there w-s discussion concerning the expelled miners and the fact
that the Co. would not fire them. '

"0n the moriing of the last day we worked, I was not sure whether thore
would be a strike or not. I believe thit the men were mad about the Co.
not firing the expelled miners and rot over the wage quesiion. 1 remember
vie were called ot of the mine that afterncon, I came out & went home. I saw
a few cars loaded short, I did rone of this and dent know why it was. It
is my understanding that the strike was called because of the expelled
miners and not because of monsy. I dont thirk there was any picketing
that spring. I dont reecalling signinz any petitions the summer the mine
closed for either U.M.1. or P.M.A. About July of 1937 I left here and weni
to Florida, for about 8 weeks, '

%I heard of the forming of the U.M.W. local in Springfield in the
summer of 1937 and that men went from house to house getting people to sign
up for the U.L.W. They did not aporoach me. I am still a P.M.A. member.

%I was beck in Springfield, when they started the Mine "B" in Sept.
1937. I was working at Panther Creek when this started. I took no part
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL .
&
7 c 57
b

E‘IT‘;‘.ﬁﬁ.‘: “EH in the strike or pitketing.

Icon!lnue!l 9T was allowed to vote in the lst H.L.R.B. election though.

I wes working at Panther Creek. I went down and voted
all by myself. Nobody bothered me or trisd to make me vole one wiy or
snother. T sew some U.IUL¥., men around but they did not bother me. This
election was by secret ballot znd I believe it w2s honest.

"] heard of some Mine "B" men going to work at the Jefferson Mine
understood Falsetti was the boss 2nd that the mine was never run by Elshofrl.
s in 1938.

"] heard that Elshoff was paid ¢2:her by John lLewis or the U.K.%.
to keep Mine "B" closcd. I heard this bacy: when the strie was on.

“¥hen the mine reopened in 1939 I received a registered letter to
come back. I saw Falss*ti and he told me that there was no place for me at
that time and therc w-s o 1ist waiting for places to be opened up to go to
york. I told him I was working % Fanihor Crock and I would go back there
znd come back later, he agrexd to tuis ard the next sumzer when Panther
Creek shut dovm I went and ackaed for the job and he sz2id he had no job for
me, this was about April or May of 1540. I heard at thet same time that
Mine "Bt was hiring U.M.7. men. Nothipg was scid about wapes or 28 to which

urion T wes a member of. I have not bezn  back to Mine "B" since.

"l have had Agent”read this seven pope statement
me and to the best of my knowledge it is all true and correct. I am

to
therefore_ signing it of my own free will.

Signedi :

Spec. Agt. FEL (2ilw.)
Special Agent, F.2.I. St. Paul, Minn.

Sprinsfield, I1l_
Sept. &, 1943"
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Illinois, was
Special Agents

19432, ~a5 born

at Jine "B, FKe is a member ol L. understands and speaks English

wcll and hs claimed no knowladgo which would be of aid to guccessful
i stated he

rrosecucing. Fe would not be a good goverrmont witness.
The following sizned statement was obtained from—

has no criminal record,.

"Springfield, 111,
Scpt. 3, 1943

veoluntary statement to £ vhom 1 know to
be special agonts of tho 't 1 make it without
feoar of threat, force or promisz of anmy kirnd.

"I <as born inm I started working
in the 'ine "B" in Springlicicd, Ill., in 1824, an vas a menmber of the
United .'ins vVorkers of America Union in 1824, 1In 1932, most of our UBEY
local went over to the Progressive Mine Tiorkers of Americe Union, and so
in 1932 I joined the PMA to koep my joo.

"During the time from 1932 until about May, 1937, 1 was satiafied
»ith the PMA union. I thought it was an honest union 2nd 1 did mot think
any of thc officicls were crooked. I noticed no unususl assessments during
this time excerting when I first joined our PMA local had & ten percent

asscssment for helping other mincrs out of work. and I thought that was
rather high

rather high.

"I was not active in thc orgenization of the PMA local, and I have
nevzr held en oflice in suy union. : .

"During th: period from 1932 to May of 1937, I do ngt rccall that
there wcre any strikes, excert that at one time, it may havel%een in about
1934, our first contract expired with the comnpany, that is the FMA contm ct,
and I believc we wero out on strike just a veory short whilc until the
contract was signed., But during this time I do not remember that thero
vore any close downs because of labor trouble and I do not recell that amy
of the company men or officials in any way tried to discredit F2A or .
influcnce me to join UM7. The company did not seem to show any partiality
to either the UM or the FUA,

"I remember that thorc were some bombing caszes back at that time,
took little intcrest in them and I did not and I do mot kmow anything
RN
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Rec: JOEN L, LEWIS, ET AL

Loe Lo~
TRy LT "During this time from 1832 to 1837, 1 did naot notice
that U7 ever set up a picket line et mine "B” and
W_ 1 do not remember ever seeing any literaturg for
Ui et mine "BY, o one at eny time during this
period svoir trizd to get me to jein UMW, But I did notice that there was
somc kind of novorient out there on the part of T and 1 could tell there
vas sormc conientior on the part of the men out at Mime "B¥, but I can
rot tell just what it was. Lluring this tine I did not notice that there
vere any UV spics in PMA, and I did not notice the UMY activities of
some PHMA men who were cxpelled from PUA for working for UMY, excepting that
these men who werc expelled vere the same men who 1 notisced wers inm those
little groups ¢f men who were in thet mevorest I mentioned and who were
having some scrt of conilentisn. By contancicn, I moan that there wes some
scrt of dissatisfectiocn, and that everylhiug was not satisfactory.

"The men who sccmed dissatisfied were: Charlic Bohannon, Jimmie
%ale, Prank asustin, and a few more, I would sce them talking together
all ths timc, but nonec of them ever tried to talk me into joining UMW,
1 never notics mny of these men with any of the conpany men or officiels,
zend I never saw them together sccially.

"I think thc reason there was a strike =t the Yine "E" on May 12,
1937, was because the FihA union had expelled some of thc men I have mentionad
ebove ané tho company refuscd to fire them, I do not remesber anything abou'
8 woaze scale controversy in the Spring of 1937 except when the PMA contract
expired stout that time. PBut I never thought that was tho reason for the
strikc,.

"I did not ottend = PMA meeting on May 11, 1937, the night bofore
the strike. On Mey 12, 1937, I went to work os usual and went down into
the mine. Thore was no indication to me of any strike pending. I did not
noticc any cars being loadcd short during the day and no ons told me %o load
my cars short., I worked thc cntirc day and no onc told me to stop. I came
to the tor of the mino aftcor work and altho I hoard some of the men say
we wore going to strike and I noticed some cors had been losdud short, still
I did not know wo wore on strike until the next day.

“on “ay 13, 1937, 1 went to work, but everyone gaid no work and
ve were on strike, so I came right back homec, and in the afternoon 1 started
working on a farm. -

"During the time aftcr the strike, I do not remember signing any
petitions, either for P4 or for UL, But 1 may have signed one for FHA
end have forgotten. 1 am certain I &id not sign one for UM,
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Re: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL :
| b, 4,70
DITERVICY TITE "I believe I hcard in the summsr of 1937 thot a new
UMX local wes organized, but I de not knovn anything
continus sbout that, I do not remember attendifig amy meetings

of eny kind during the summcr of 1837, and I was
busy “orklng on the farm and didn't have much time for meetings.

“ o not remember being called by the compeny to come to work
any time after Yay 12, 1937, until Yov. of 1939. I mever did go back to
work during that txmc. I do remcmber a picket line_yms set up at Nine -
by the FlA in ebout Sept. of 1937, but I do not believe I was at the mine
the first dey the picket line was set up. I do not believe I was told by any
P4 men in Sept., 1937 thet Mine “B™ was 7ciag to open. But efter the pickel
line wes set up for ebovt two months, . b:.iove I went out to mine "B" to
picket just on one Sunday. I was busy at inc farm. I was not there when

the picket line brokc up and I do not know why thc picket line broke up.

] yomewh = trhe Yaotionzl Labtor Relatione Board held an election in
about Dce. of 1937 at which time the FLA beat the UMFE. I voted in this
election and 1 thiak it w2s a 25y ¢lzetion and no one forced or threatened
me in any «33.

"I do not xu

ow ol a
T £
Yine E" before Yov. of 1633

ny attempt: om the part of the company to open

"In Pov. of 1939, I might have got a lettor from the company to
come back to work, or maybe Bumgarnor told me, and I reported for work. But
the pert of Yine "B™ whore 1 had been working in 1937 was shut down from
cave ins, and so tho company put my neme on the waiting list end I did not
go back tc work until Jan, of 1940, Then I went back to work I was still
e mermber of FUA,

"7rom the time I went back to work in Jan. of 1940 until I joined
the U7 in the fall of 1540, no one at any time tried to talk me into
joining the U5 and no onc at any time threatened me or tried to forcc me
to join T, 1 joinsd T¥Y, I believe sbout the first of August, 1940,
becausc it looked like if I wanted to keep my job I would have to Jjoizm UMW
and it look=d like most of the men wore Jjoining UM, I do not know of any
attempts on the part of MI7 to organize minc B during this tims, But at
the same time I noticed there was B lot of talking going on around the mine

and I saw a lot of strangers working in thc mine, and so a thought there

w~s somy organizing going on, so when I sey I do not know ¢ of any attompts
on the part of UNT to organize Line "B", I mcan that I did not sce any
specific attempts by them like forcing & man to sign or fighting or the
likec.
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Ro: JOHN L, IEWIS, ET AL

ITToeVITT TTITH

continuca)

#opis gtsatement of three pages has been read to me and

Lre  Lab

%1 remerber voting in & FIRE election in ebout Feb,
of 1941. 1 thought it was a fair election and no
one forced or throatened me in any way.

it is true

and corrsct te the best of my knowledge.

. itness:

- B

rrocizl hzent, FLBLI. fL/ )
- Speeial hgent, F.L.1.%,70/
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, =T AL.

b7 baD

was jointly interviewed
by Special agents and_

INTERVIEW - ITH

at his residence,

Y :-;1sc1c, Tincis, o
Septembar 7, 1943. He willingly answered tie guesiions propounded to him,

4is knowledge of pertinent facts in the care are limited. He would make
a favorable witness., He executed the follcwing signed statement.

wSpringfield, Illinois
September 7, 1943

nalzz the fuo)lowing veluntary state-
whom I know to be
. +nvestigation; U, S,

"I,
ment to
Special Agents o

coringfield, Tllinois

"The first union I joined was the United Mine uorkers of
America, referred to hereinafter as the Uiy, in at  Spaulding,
T1linois aud worked at the Spauwlding ifiies, From
worked in mine in the Spaulcirng and Springfield _ Illinois area
as a member of the UM/, B

"I w at Mine B durirg the following periods ;—
from antil it e¢losed on May 12,
, ana irom Hovember 1939 to reoruary &, 1941.

%] voluntarily joined the rrogressive line lorkers of America,

referred to hereinafter as the P, in September, 1932 when NMine B

went over to Pla. I remained a member of the Plia the whele time I

worked at Mine B. I helped the P& to picket for a few weeks in '
1937 but I never went back to get a job there the three times it

itried to open.
wElshoff got along alright with the UM/ prior to 1932 and also

with the P4 from 1932 to iy 1937. I felt that he favored the
U4, but I have no facts to base it on.

nT attended most of the union meetings when I was a miner. I
never held an office. I attended the PUi meeting of May 11, 1937
which I learned of by word of mouth at the mine, Several UMY
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Re: JOIN L. LLWIS, ET AL.

Le L‘Lb

{TERVIE ViITH organizers were expelled for their organizing,
but I do rnot recall their names, 1 do not
cntinue know what evidence was presented at this meet~

ing, azainst these T organizers.

Ko iy 12, 1937, Elshoff would rot discharge these Ul organizers
that had beern expelled frecnm Local 54, Pla, su the PlA miners loaded some
of the coal cars short to get Elshoff to discharge these men.

"] wias not familiar with the wage scale controversy in 1937. I
voluntarily signed the PMa petition of MHav 25, 1937 1o show I was a
Pl member.

7] felt the ILRB election held on Decomber 15, 1937 was fair in
every respect., Sometime in 1940 the following Ul§/ organizers approached
me and asked me to join the Uil; Cotton ananias, indrew Schrelevious and
Charles 3ohannon. Tuey ¢id not threatan me, but told me Ifd have to join
the UM7T if I wanted to sork tnere, because the mine was going UMA.

"From November, 1939 w0 February, 1941 tae UMY organizers in
wire B signed the men up with UM.. I heard they contacted the men in the
mine and at their homes. Therefore [ do not believe the seoond NLRB
election was fair in expressing the true feelings of the men as they had
alreadv signed with UI%¢ to hold their jobs.

"I felt that Zlshoff favored UM/ and that he was on friendly
terms with the UL, organizers, but I have no specific fact to establish
that point. :

refully rcad and
+ +

3 +oamaan e
Wl RT el

frily wderatand thae two pages of
el )\{) kN

-——
e+ F vy lmatrl 5Adeo
v Ul sy BV LY Ape .

g -

TS
PV, )

miitnessed:

/- S—
21t FoB;I-

/5

Special agent, F.B.I."
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INPERVIE" “ITH oY [ :ois, was
— jointly interviewed at_lis oS gehce on September 6
1943 by Sp:dal Apent nd ”

;s mentally alert, he makes a good apre

nce, a
SELMS §lneoTre .

1

€ was ar eye witness to beatings inflicted by UMY organizers

5
A
o

on P.F memoers av the mine and quit working at Mine "B" from fear of beingp‘g" ,,ﬁé'
~

beaten. He is presantly employed at Panther Oreck Mine #2, Springiield, -
I12inois, which is under a FWA contract, and he executed the following W

written statement:
q I1linois
Septenber &, 1943,

cedun e sae F vy
1%

ST O4LUT
e

cw to b

I was born
emnloyed at the
The first

Panther Creek Line #<, oxain-rielid, Illinels
mine union I joined vas the United iline Worker
inafter as the Uk, at I1llinads in

& , Teierred to here-
At this time, I went to

work at Riverton kine . worked in lo

from

. k cal T near Spaulding, Illinois
: “s a member of ULW. 1In % I started working
at Wine B anc worxed there continuously until May 12, 1937, the day that mine

closed dovn., I again worked at this mine when it re-opened in November,
1939 on open shop basis. I worked there wntil the first part of February,
1641 and pever did work at that mine after that date. As I mentioned

and remained a member of that union wntil

before, I joined the UMV in F
September, 1932, I voluntarlly joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America.

referred to hereinafter as the FPYA, in 1922 when the miners at Xine B
joined that union. I did not take an active part in the formation of the
rLA.

nI felt that the rank and file of the PMA and the officials of
that union got along fine, and there was no trouble in the FMA. I believe
that union was free fraud on the part of it's leaders. I never held an
office in a mine union with the exception of

"As far as I know, the relations between Elshoff and UMW prior to
1932 were satisfactory and he seemed to get along alright with the PMA
from 1932 to the latter part of 1935, However, from the latter part of
1936 to May 12, 1937, Elshoff seemed to be dissatisfied. I never heard the
Company officials make any statements but felt the relations were strained.

nThe following men held PHA cards and worked at Mine B in the Spring
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

THTTEY TR VT of 1937. These men were UMY organizers and were
trying to get the miners to join the UM¥; Joe Albanese,
John Ananias, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory

coentinued

- Jacawzy, James Hale, Charles Bohannon, Cudge Bumgarner,
Andrew Schrelevious, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony
riotch.

The Ul passed out UMY literature 2t the mine prior to the strike
on kay 12, 1937. This was found in automobiles and alson the road leading
to the mine. These UIT organizers were talking up the UMY. Neither Elshoff
or Falcetti did enything to discoursge this, I observed that from 1932 to
‘ay 1937, the PHA and the Company Opsravcvs iid not appear to be on especially
friendly terms. As to ihe wage scale agrscnent in 1937, T was of the impress-
jon, pained from the F¥i officizls, that we, as FIA miners were working
on & retroactive contract dating back to April 1, 1937. Hows:ver, this
point wis disputed by Eishoff and we never gol our money. I only went to
about onz fourth of the mine mestings. I knew that some of the UL aggitators
were expelled from the M4 for disloyelty and organizing for U, 1 recall
I attended ke Pla meeting on Moy 11. 1937, the day before the mine closed.
I got a notice of this special meeting by a notice on the bulletin board at
the mine. On the night the followir: men wer: expelled from the PIA as
best as I can recall; Joz Albznesz, Cotton Ananias, Andr.w Schrelevious,
Fete Carter, and Dominic Pasqualz, and Charles Bohannon.

Wione of these expelled men were present. I do not recall what
cvidence was presented. On May 12, 1937, the other miners learned of the
expulsion by werd of mouth. Elshoff would not prevent these expelied men

from working and the PMA members did not want to work under these circumstanc 5.

nI did not know that coal cars were bein; loaded short on May 12,
1637 and later when I found out abou’ it I did nct determine the reason for
it., The PHi mincrs did not want to go back to work as long as these expelled
miners worked therc.

"T gien

signed the Fla pctition of lay 26, 1937 to show I was a member
of th:t union. I do not recall signing any other petition that summer.

mAfter the mine closed in ¥y, 1937, I worked in the PMA picket
line for a weck or so. I do not recall poing to the mine to get a job a2t
= ime the Operators attempted to reopen the mine before November, 1939.

nThe NLRB election of Deczmber 15, 1937 held at Springfield,
Illinots, was one of the most honest elections I have ever taken part in.
A5 far as I know, no fraud attended this election, and as far as I know it
was entirely voluntary. ¥o strong arm tactics were used by either union.

-
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL ! o/ . -
i b2+,
INTERVIE ~ " TTH nT went back to Mine B in November 1939 when it opensd
on an open shop basis. I went back as a FHA member.
continus At this time, the UMW brought in a lot of strangers

to work in Mine B. I do not know where they were from.
ismbers of the UMT were given preference in getting a job ovsr a FMA man.
I knzw this vas true, because Pha men wens ocut Yo the mins and gould not

£

pet work theie and later UilV members came ~ut to the minc ven

work there immediately. I rec211 thzt a m.ner named of
I1linois, 2 Pifa mzn wcnt out to $he mine wnon 1T TC-CHelle in |

ovenoer, 1939, a2nd Falcetti told him that he coulé not work at rine B until

such time 2s he lefi the Plla and joined tho UMV,

"The UIS organi.crs tulked sc “he P.L members, tue dnes they though:
they could persuade, botn at the minc und ir their homes. They told them
thit the mine ould worli bettor under the T7. and 2len fhrsatened them to
m=ke them sign up with the U7

f
/

"In the env 1, vt L sanvery. 194L I was in the wash house at Mine ¥ |
foYioving U7 ¢.praiucrs e ins

vholzbici,

when the

oY N ok aladi i o]

"m. -
L 3383C OYIN
€52 vicC

vere aressing at this time, and wero The organizers

mentioned above took thise men onc a% 2 time and beat them up. I saw the
whole thing. Theraz were more U.ZV men in the wash house at that time and no
one attemptad to help these men.

"Jn this same morning, H niner mmedm
a PUA member, wns also beaten up hy ¢he non crgoaelzers in 3 nall way ¢

the entrance to the wash houce. I c¢id not see this beating. This beating
wes due t» the fact that this man would not sipgn up with the Uk, %hen I
saw that the PMA men were getting this kind of treatment I left and went
to the office. As far as I knew, I m_ght have been next on the list of
victims. I qui%t work that diy. I went back to pet my tools, but I was
afraid of being beaten so I left the tools in the mine and never went back
after then.

o gl
o

32

[WH

)

O
b

fElshoff knew what 3ms poine on and did not do a thing about it.
I xnew Elshoff favored the UkW. I think Elshoff wa$ being paid off by UMW,
but I havec no evidence to establish it, T heard a rumor at the mine that
sirs, GNP WaEEather, the wife of one of the UMY organizers,h2d said that
she did not know where all the money was coming from that jiIAGES: was brinping
home .
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