¢ &

Re: JOHWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

TERVICW ¥ b o L op
ontinue .
That 18 the on!y pos!!lon I have held in this UM/ local. -

*In Spring of 1937 I remember there was some controversy be=
tween the PMA and the company over retroactive pay, and I think this
mght have been the reason for this strike, But I never heard the reason
for the strike was because the company would mot fire those men expelled
from the PUA local.

*]I have read this statement of four pages and believe it to be
true and correct to the best of my knowledge,

/s/ N

'f:'itnes_&:
/s/ N specia) agent, F.B.I.
/s/ Y <7< igent FBI"
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

b1 bbb

VIEY Spring~
field, Illinoi erviewed gt
Special Agent

gL d at
which time he executed a signed statement which is quo{ec-i betowe

. ” was extremely cooperative and appeared eager to
+  assist in s investipation. It is believed he will make a very eood

g witness and appeared to have a thorough knowledge of the pertinent facts
. in this case He
b voluntarily supplied argents ; Py of a page pstition Gated

Sept. 10, 1937 and entitled, "Designation of Representative For Collective
Bargaining Under the National Labor Relations Act". The petition contains
a 1ist of approximitely 431 names and reflects that the signers thereof
wish to be represented by FMW in all negotintions., i receipt was plven
for this statement and it is being retained in the files of the Sprincfield
Field Division.

: is presently unemploysd and he has no known criminal
record. . He also exhibited his Honorable Discharge from the United States

Army.,
[T ——
The following is the signed statement as obtained from W

nSpringfield, Ill.
Auvgust 30, 1943

make the woluntary statcment to
7ho are Special Arents of the Federal Bureau of
No threats or promises of any kind have bezn made to get

"1
and
Investigation.
me to make a statement.

"] was born I began to.
work in the nine at Peabody ine #53 in and I then joined U.M,T%.A.
I worked at several mines but remained a member of this union until 1932,

I became dissatisfied with the way John L. lewls was trcating us and
, because they stole the ballots at the election in 1932, I joined PF,

I did not work at the mines then wuntil -whon I went to work at Mine

B. I wz2s a member of F.¥ at this time and was also on the mine committee
the first year I worked at iHinc B. In this capacity, XI'had the job of
settling the grievances and I never had any difficulty in any way with Oscar
Falsetti or any of the other officials,

"A short time before the F.IW stirike in 1937, I was awaire that
there were some labor spies who wers attempting to persuade the miners to
Join the U.M.W.A. About three weeks before the strike I came towork at
about 6:30 A.Y. and saw that soms yellow pamphlets had been distributed.
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Re: JOMN L. IETIS, ET AL Lo LAan
b7 bp

INTERVIET § Those pamphlets as near as I can recall had to do with

& the fact that we would not get any retroactive pay. I

(continued) was "digping™ and when I saw these I knew that the
spies were bechind it, In faet, I took a handfull

of then from Dominic Pasquale who was onc of the spies.

' "In saw any of the officials o
UIA together but I did see this group of sples on aeveral occasions come

out of FL.7 meetings and go over and meet the UKVA officials, I know the

A -~
Ailada i 4% L1480 VIV Wil awl

sries personally and they were Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrelevions, Dominic
Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Ploich, John Ananias, John __

Sirtout, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, James Hzle. Jn April, 2'7, 1937,
Thése spies wera agitating., This was payday and the first one for work done
after the old contract ran out. They werz going around talking to the
fellows that they weren't getting any back pay and would not as long as

we belonged to PMA and told us we would if we belonged to UMIA., The

yellow p&mphlets I mentioned before were distributed on statement day
which w~s three deys before payday.

"The PII7 officials told us we would get retroactive pay but

P i —

thot the iine Company said they did not have any contract to force them
to do so. Then the PV called a meeting for Kay 11, 1937 and I was called
on to testify at this meeting on my knowledge of these spies. At this
meeting I belleve there were 5 of them expelled from the union. In my
estimation they were given as fzir a trial as they could have gotten in
any court trial.

*Un the morning of May 12, an order was given out to start
slow~-dowm. We were loading cars with only 5 or 6 hundred pounds in
am

= 7T he slow-dowm order did not eome from any of the union officiala

a
the order olfiecl
but wis more or less made up among the men, because the Kinc B Coal
Company refused to discharge the spies who had been expelled from the
FIf7 and the men rsfused to work with them. Later in the day the driver
told me there was a strike and therz would be no more work there so I

went up to the surface with the rest of the men.

"0n Moy 26, 1937, I think it was_ we were picketing out in the
road and there was a card table s-t up and we all signed a petition
that we wanted to be reprosented by PMY. This petition was got up to
see how many of the men had changed to UK'A as a result of the agit.ation
by these spies:

"On Sept. 10, 1937, I signed a PW petition to have PMT Local
& mammnssnamd e Faae -gn1 Tranmddewn hoamemndomdom e secmdnwm dhe MTDB A .adk
nw AU ME TRV Us 10T COoOLLABCUL il poliidlip IQC I DLOD HACUu,

"I think the Minc B Company put a notice in the paper that the
mine would open on Sept. 27, 1937, so when ths whistle blew that morning
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Re: JOHN. L. LEVWIS, ET AL
e & D
INTERVIE, ¥ the members of local 54 began pciketing to protect
our jobs because it had been announced that the mine
cont i would open wnder UMV contract. There was no violenoe

except that about ten of us told the engineer that .
we would start the pumps inasmuch-as they tried to shut-off on us. The
picketing continued until December when Carl Elshoff pot an injunction
out to keep us from picketing. Just after the picketing stopped the mine
tried to open agzin and they brought 10 or 15 car loads of men from Taylor-

ville in 10 open the mine. No violence occurred at tlLis time.

"The mine at .empted to open several times after that but they
cotld - only get a2 few men to work.

"ln November 1939, I received a registerzd letter that the mine

ing rights but could get nocontract. At this time I was prasent of Local
54 and sat in on conferences at which we tried to nazpotiade a contract | ;\
but, Elshoff refused to grant a c¢losed shop or check-off system so no

would open under a more or less open shop - that is the FAW _ had bargain- ,J"
\

and the Pf7 had 2 lot of death claims amounting to about %20,000 and
I went to the P officials to pet those paid but they said they were

nat finaned ::1111' able to do so. The UIT7A then used this as a2 "club® over

LIV 4 AL BICiliwd G B i MW i WA

the miners heads because they offer:d to and did poy some of the claims. \QL
In this way they rained membership.

contract wns ever signed. We worked under this agreement for some time
,rL

election held in 144l other than that the UL won it.

"At the time the mine reopened ther: were some pretty bip caveins
but the mine was in fair condition because they began hoisting coal the
next day after it opened.

%1 do not now belong to any union and h:ve no meference for
either FMW or LA,

o

Witnessed: ——
S}chl:. Agmt’ Fu B- IQ
Spo Agtt FQB-I- - Spfld,m-“ .
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Lic. &7

NTERVIES WITH m was interviewed at his home
in ing eld, nois, by Special Agents m

)
(4

and on August 3 30, 191.3 No e
was taken inasmuch as ne appeared nostile toward any interrogation at the
outset of the interview. He expressed complete ignorance of this investi-
gation but stated he began workine in the Coal Mines when he wis years old
and at that time he joined U.M.W.A. He stated he was working at the old
Sangamon Mine in 1922, when the P.M.A. was organized and that he joined

the P.K.A. only to hold his job at this mine. He stated his memory was

bad but reczlled that he was out of work for two or three years after he

Jjoined P.M.A. He stated he went to work at Mine "B sometime prior to the
strike in 1937. He said he thought the strike was called because f:’ M.A. wanted
to get rid of lewis. He denied ever talking to any of the minsrs about
Joining a union or of the U.M.77.,A. trying to get him to change from P.M.A.
when the new U.M.W.,A. Local was formed. He did say though, he joined

U.N.7,A., shortly after the mine opened so he could hold his job. He could

no2t recall signing any petitions of either union at any time. It should be
noted here that he later said he could not recall anything about the strike

or any other strike at Mine "™, 6 at which timc he also refused to talk to
agents as he said he waS not on trial and if agents wished to talk to him

they could arrest him. He said he did not like any unions and they were

&ll "rackets™ and were ¢
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

ER' WITH as interviewed at his residence,
K Springfield, Illinois, on
... huust 29,1943 by Spocial T - TN
| was bom and came to the U, 8. in get
L his citizensnip papers He adviscd he had no ¢ record,

¢ He is presently employed at Panther Creek Mine #4. wmderstands
English fairly woll but has dlfﬁcultv in speaking it. iec has a good

memory and thinks coherently and with the help of P translator
. he would make a good witness., The following signed statement was ob-
tatned fron (N

"Springfield, Ill.
magust. 29, 1943
ingfield, I1l.,

I, q
_make the following volmtary statement and

whom I know to be Special agents ol vhe
Feder eau of Intestigation. I make it without fear of threat,
force or promises of any kind,

"T was bo Y A ~ome o the T, 8. in
st W L

as5 OOIY and came to t . 5. =l
I b...came“a PP 2 TR gpr:l.l ngfield, T1l, in -

*] first started working in the mines in Springfield in -
and became a member member of the United Mine Workers Union then.

about —I started working at Mine 'B', bpringfield.

*In 1932 John L., Lewis came in, or the UM/ came in, and held
an election to See whether we wanted to work under a contract
with the company or not. ue voted no but Lewis had the ballots
stolan and the UM/ signed the contract. So the whole UMI local
decided to form a new union and the Progressive Miners of America
Inion Local #54 was organized and I joined that.

®Befure we changed to PMi I newer noticed Elshoff, Falcetti, or
anyone in the company bother anyone in this wnion, They aeemed
to got along all right with the wnion when it was UM/ and when it
changed to PMA in 1932 they still scemcd to get along all right.
They never tried to get me to change one way or the other.

"Between 1932 and 1937 I never noticed anyone from the company
try to change us to UM/ and there were no strikes, slowdowns or
closedowns during that time,

f
- 387 -

A ——— - ey

s e A o ————t 2 ~—— —— L4 -



o ( R
, C O

ERROR IN PAGE NUMBERING - NO MATERIAL OXITTED.

~ 388 -

A ——

e ——



¢ b

b7 b2

Re: JOHN L. LGWIS, ET iL.

INTERVIE. wITH "During the time from 1932 to 1937 I liked the FIA
wnion very nuch. It wag honest and a good wnion, I
Cofit havc never held a position «r office in any union,

Phe rest of the men seened to like the PH. also,

%] roemenber the trxhing trials being held back at that tine, but I
o not know anything about thon.and never had any opinions about then.

"During this time I never nuticed any Ul picket lines and I never saw
anyone try t.o organize for Ulsi,

"In about 1937 I nuticed Juc <lbapusc, Lndy Schrelevious, Dominic
Pasqualc, Pcte Cartcr, Frank asustin, TiKcSlotch, Cotton ananias, John

Sirtout, the two Jacaways, George and Jlmer, 'Bowling ircent.Behanndn,

and several others were working for UlS/, On March 17, 1937, at 2:00 otclock
in the morning some one placed a bunb in front of oy housc on the step

and wrecked my house predty bacdly but no onc was hurt, But I do not know
Wi did it. Just beforc the bumbing and wntil we went out on strike no

ore ever tried to talk mc into joining ML

®3:fore Bay of 1937 I never noticed that any of the men I named above
were cuoing with any company nmen and I never sav then at parties tngether,
sbout 2 weeks before May 12, 1937, about six or scven of the men I have
namod werce kicked out of the PL. lucal because thoy wers working for UM,

*on Moy 12, 1937, I wont to work in Mine 'B' like always. Before we
vent down the Pit Committec went in to Falcetil and told him that the
nan who had beer KIGREd out of PMi should not be allowed to go down
inte the mine but Falcetti said they should. e all went dovm to work
and the Board wenber went tu Feleotii to tell him that he should fire those
nmen whe had been kicked cut of Plli. But hc said no so the Board lenber

called the PMa president who said we ghould strike, I was down in the rdne .

all this timc, but n. cars caze for ny coal &) about three o'clock I walked
out and went un top because the driver told me wo were out on strike. I
had not nuticed any cars being loaded short.

n., couple of wecks after we went on strike I rormcnber signing a
Pl% petition and I think I sizned anothor Pll. petitiun a nonth or so later.
But I never signed a Ul petition. I signed the PH petition to show I
wanted to stay with PL. and not go to Ulli. No force or thrcats or
promiscs were nade to nme to sipgn those Pl pctitions,

"Nc wnc tried t¢ get ne to join the UHJ in the swmer of 1937 but
Aduring thet swmcr I saw and heard that those en who had been kicked out of
Pl care to all the huuses of Pil. mon and &:14 ghen if they wanted to go baek
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Re; JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL, ’ '
| o~ A 2N
o/ Dl
© INTERVIEW UITH to work they had better sign with UMy, They went to
H whose name ] cannot spell, and talked him
oining Ul&/f,

®*Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard the Mine 'B' whistle blow one night
and some of the men told me Mine 'B' was going to open the next day. Bo

I went out_to Jine '3! noxt day, Put the conpany wouldn't lct any one in.
Fmally,mhoso namc I cannot spell,
talked with Falcctti after cetil wo et us work and Falcetti said
the company had a contract witin UMW and we couldn't go down to work unless
w2 sipned vith U/, So nonc of us went down except about 25 UM{ mon and -
ve went home, The noext day we went back to the mine but nonc of the Uil came
tuv work so we started a pickct lino which lasted for about 56 days and I was
in the picket line all the time, e had no onc hclping us pickct cxcopt just
our Pii local, and a couplec of days befors Thanksgiving in 1937 the U. 8.
karshall told us wo had to gct out,so we did,

"I do not remember going beck to try to vork in Mine 'BY wmtil
tov. 1639. I romcmber voting in an clection hicld by the National Labor
Relations Board a month or sv aftcr Thanksgiving of 1939 when the Pi, beat
the UM/ 404 to 35.

Mo ono tricd to gct me to Join UMY before 1 went back to work
in Nov,. 1939, In Novcmber of 1939 I got a letter that the minc was going
to opcn and I should come back to vork so I vont., In 1937 I had been
1urking on the south side of Mine 'B' but whon I went back in 1939 the work
vvas all on the west side. I did not notice there had becen any fircs or many

Caves and it did not look to me like thure had been any.

W.fter I went back to work in 1939 the Ui/ tried to organize dowm in
H~e 'BU, *:as vne of the UK who would comc down to me
three or four times 7 and call me a Progrossive son of a bitch and said
if I warted to keep my job I had to Join the Ui/, Y satd he would
kill me if I didn't join WM. ‘
o
"one day, abuut four or five months after Now., 1939, after g
had bothered me so much I went to Oscar Malcetti and told him t
was duing. Falcotta said I had the right to chosc any union I wanted
was brought up beforc the Pitt Committuc of Pu and he said X ‘
vas en I said he tried tu organize for UM/, But the next momming
when I was on my way to work, 'Bovling Green! drove up and
asked me what the hell I had becrn ISIHE—TC5aid if I didn't kee mouth
— shut he'd knock my brains out., .hen I got to work that morning a !
R nskcd me how I liked my friend 'Buwling Green,"® -
. L [ -
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Re: JOHM L. LEJIS, ET .iL.

Ll b’]_o

QT T

s
]

INTERVIEW +ITH "During this time, in 1940, U men would come to
m the Mine 'B! and work a couple of wecks and thon leave.

C One of Tthose fellows just o ronth or so before the NLRB
election in 1941 tricd to get me to join UM/, He camc up to me while I
was working in Mine 'B! and said 'Let me put this button on.you.! It was
a UL button. about 15 days befuro the NLRB cleectivn in 1941,

cane to me and asked ne if I was going to join WfJ. He sal

mst day tu sign. abuut this time I sair a lot of PUA men get beat
up by UX: nen. One of then was who was beat up, another

was an old man abput years ol® Whose 1175t hohe WMH I told me
bcat him up. Fwas air ut I
r.cver savi work anc all he didwas t about UX./, In abuut Feb. 1941,

the KLRB held an election which UH. won, I voted in that clection but no

one thrcatened me in any way. I went to vote but I had changad to Ulf/ be-
cause I didn't viant to losz ry job, and befure the election the ULL local
had a nmecting and we all went from the necting to vote. .t this rneeting
they told us everbody go ovor and vite UL and everything weuld be all right.
There were about 200 Or more ren there. I think the election was fair,

"I changed tu Ude the last doy they let me. fCudge' camc te nc that
day and I signc.. boeause I didn't want to get beat up and@ I wanted to have

cy Jobe

"This staterwent of zipght pages has becen read to me by .".gcm-.mc'-
it is true and correct to the best of ry knowlcedge. -

s/

/

7 ,1tnessos

Special .gent, F.B.I.
Special ,gint - F.B.I."
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nI Springfield, Tll.
hereby give the - nt to m
q“who are known to me to be 3pec. agts. of the F. B. 1. NO Ul-a2ats
]

¢ - O

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL
\ "y ; j‘ndh
o | L A

INTERVIE H The following investigation was concucted by
Special Agents * &rﬁ*
ﬁat Springfield, 4110013 on Lupus

- 31, 1943.

. At Springfield, Illinois, pnune?
Agents interviewed in the presence of his wife
and daughter, and he advised he has never been arrested in his life.

It was noted that he is an illiterate person of foreign birth
and he had difficulty in understanding the questions and answering then
and he was assisted by his wife and daughter. He was cooperative and
appeared sincere and it is not believed he would make a good witness
unless his testimony is necessary.

He furnished igents with a signed statement which he initialed
and signed and vhich is set out as follows:

"Springfield, T1l
august 31, 1943

or pranises have been pade me. 1 was born

I came to the U.S. in ’and becane a cit_‘?r- -
“ this was the U.lLL.T.,
was

I first joined a mine union
I transfered this to U.3, 1 1rst employed at Mine "B about
and vorked there till May 1937 as & coal-digger. From o
the U.ll.W. had no trouble with Elshoff so far as I know, then the
union swung over to the P.M.iA. I went over then too, I felt conditions
were twice a good under P.M.A. as U.M.W. I went over because I wanted

to nobody made me.

"From 1932 to 1937 there was no trouble that I know of. Everything
was ok in the P.M.i. union up until about 2 or 3 weeks before the strike,
48 far as I know the P.M.L. officials were all right, no force was used
to run the union and if a miner had something to say it was ok« While

.1 was in the Progressives I attended one or two meetings a months

"I dont know anything about the men who were convicted for the
bombings. I dont think the P.M.A., officials were doing anything wrong
with our monezy,

"] Hent know about any trouble being caused the P.M.l. by the
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RE: JOHN L. LBYIS, ET AL

b1e 1D

INTERVIE« WITH UiVl I never saw them give out any literature
* or anything. About 2 or 3 weeks before the mine
continae closed there were about 25 men who would start
telking about which union the men should join, ’

I never heard znvthing sbout any perties given the U.M.W. officiale by
ELSHOFF.

4t the time the contract ran out in 1937, I did not hear
enything ebout the kind of agreement they reached for us to work under,
A member of our local board told us st one meeting that when an agreement
wag reached we would get back pay for any increase we got, Nobody
seemed to be mad ebout this mgreement. We heard nothing from the manage-
ment as to the kind of agreement made.

"I nttended the meeting at which the 5 so-called spies were
expslled from P.M.A. I can't tell now what heppened it is too long ago.
On the dey of the strike the men were provoked because the Co. let the
5 expelled men go back to work. There was no talk of striking because

of pey.

"I dont remember anything about cars being loaded short the
day of the strike.

"I dont remember signing eny petiticn for either U.M.W. or
P.M.A. if T hud signed any it would have been P.M.A,

*I heard of the forming of the U.M.W. local in Jul, 1937,
I was not contacted to join this as I had made it kmown that I wouldn't
join. I dont remember anything unusval hoppening during the summer of
1937.

"I returned to the mine when they tried to open it in 1937.
The Progressives didn't go to work that dey because Frlscetti didn't
want the Progressives. As I remember the U.M.W. men went out for 2
or 3 dzys. The Progressives then said if we dont go to work nobody
is going and the U.M.¥. men stayed in the office, I wus out at the mine
mest of the time we were there to protect our jobs. No one forced me
to go and it was rll perceful. Bome scid thet some carloeds of U.M.W.
men ceme out but I didn't see them. I was not there the night the
marshell came and told us to leave. I never went back to the mine
except once to the wmsh-house to get my pet-clothes.

- : *I voted for P.M.A. ot the first N.R.L.B. election I aigd
this of my own free will. It looked to me to be a good election.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, BT AL .
é)?C__/ b-ﬂr\
' L)

Then the mine opened in 1939, I reud abous is

in the pepers. I dont remermtaer pazting = lsthar,
I just went out to get my clother, "y tools nrs
I wolild not work wi'v <le U, %,

rtill there.
if I didn*t have any job. I sterted in 1938 in another 1.l .o &Li ves
pot interected in the job at iine B.
. i R
"I am still e P.Y.A. mevber I work in Penther Creer mir: #6.

*Xobody ever talked to me ebout joining the U.I.%. if
I chased them smay.
®*1 have had read tome b
stetement and it ?
ecch page thereof,

(stnec)
Springfield, . .

Aug. 31, 1943

(lilwaukee, Wis. )"
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RE: JOHN L. LEVTIS, BT AL
biles bD

INTER WITH The following investipaticn wes conducted by Spe;:iul
igents N -2 G -+ *rive-
field, nclg, cn august 30, 1943,

¥ At th mentioned hereinafter, egonts interviewed _
L o advised that he wns nrrested once scme years
arc in connectiun w e diverce proceeding but hos never been arrested cn

J

o erininel charge.

It wne obaserved tha appeared tc have more intelligence
than tho average ninor and ho seomed to have o vory retecntive memory; he
gecmed to know what tho mine trcuble wns ell abecut. He sponks English very
wcll ond is understandable. He was very cocperativo and said thet he weuld
eppoar in court if it were necessary for him to do so. It is bolioved that

he will nnke a pgood witness, '
L W PR S S ST SYIC TR R S YT T TN SR SRS R S NSO TN
— IUrnl sncd LS0Nus Wil Wi 1CLliOowlnp BlEeUu BLOLEacIIv:
!pr!glll c!!, !IF. »
Lugust 30, 1943,
"I, Bprin
ficld, I11., and ncking this free anc wveluntary stotament to
and who ar¢ known to me to bo Epocinl Lgents o e Fod-
el Dinmammsr - e emm, s & e e e n f ! Novr wbwmavid -8 FRamddan WVn +hwands Awm
Ul ed VUl Utiua Wi —uvv.»nha.bu.ua.uu. L » "Uklnl SLLGLLY W VHD WA M Wk VA WD WE

pronises have boon mado no.

*I wrs dorn and came to tho United Btates
on end became a citizen <f Lmorican in I started at Mine B 4in
nt cmm 8till there and I on a coal digger and timborman. In I

zined United Mine Werkers *am’! I also had a card from the olc country.
1 nover have held any union cf11cGe 1The union runs clright prior to 1932
when UMW was therc, an? it wns a protty good lceal at that time. I felt

protty bad shen John Lewis wmntced us €0 €ale ths cut back in 1082 cr scc
The trcuble started ovor some one stealing soms bullcts--I hoard that. That
wos why tho men changed over to FPMA. I theught it wns alripght whon the nen
changed cver tc PMA fyom UMA and I wont cver bectnuse the rest did. FPMA of-.
ficials and the mansgement got along elripht pricr to the time the mine closed
down, I don't kncw if Elghoff proferrod cne unicn cver snother then., No one
talked to me before the strike to turn ovor to UMW pprin. Local 54 settled
nll matters alripht with ine B officials and thore was no trouble that I
know ofe I chnh—t satisfiod with PNA that the officicls were doing right by

ue npiners and I had no complaints £o0 noke nt nll. The mem in loenl 54 had
their say in a1l natters snd we voted cn mattors nnd no cortaln men run it

by themselves and no ono forced us to do things. I cttended quito o fow PMA
ncotings then. In regnrd to the FEA nen belng convicted for the bombings 1
di2 nct Jnow raything nbout it n8 I never pnid much attontion to them. Thse
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RE: JOHN L. LBTIS, ET AL

Lo  b1D

: WTITH PMA officinls gave us n black and white report as to
* whot they did with the money and I never suspocted them
(Contimued) of being crooked., UMW men never picketed Mine B npor did

they give out literature prior to the time the mine closed.
I don't know of any porsons spying for UMN prior to the time the mine closed,
I don't know about any parties being given by Elshoff or UMF men. After the
contrect expired I heard that had made & temporary contract with Els-
hoff and we were suppceed to m pey but I never got any poy. The FMA
wes doing nlright by us minors then. Just before the mine closed there wns
no trouble over the wuges that I know of and everything seemed to be alrighi.
¥o one ever bothorod me then to join over to UMWN. I don't know enything

P T - Tmf = S PO T - - e S wEe aam ae s e e ana
about the PiA officials and the management fighting over ths wnge contract.

¢

T o PSR SR TR e

"I did not attend the meeting the night before the strike but 1
recall that tho Trial Committee had voted to oust 5 mon and at that moeting
I hoard thot the mon woted to throw out these 5 men. ‘egular Heotings wers
on second and fourth Fridays and I don't know if this was a regular meeting
or o special one. <Thoro was no telk of woges around tho mine on the day it
closed down. No one s2id thut we would not got e contruct betwoen PMA and
Mine B. I hoard thut the Conmittee told FALCETTI scverzl times to get rid
of those 5 men but they would not kick them out. On the mcrning of the strik.
there wns no trouble there that I recall of. In Box 3 and 4 and others I
heard that same cars were being locded short that dey and later that dey I
also sow some cars that were lcended shert, I don't know why the cars wore
being loaded short that day. Down below ncbedy knew there wae going tc be
a strike. Abcut 14 or 15 minutes before quiting timg we were called out and
we wore told the mine wre to be shut down. card nd Elshoff wero
erguing about those 5 men and that is supposed to be why the strike wns cnlled.
Right ofter Mine B closed 1 signed o P¥A petition., I wns not forced te sign
that et all., I don't roccll what they said ebout it enymcre., T signed it on
the roud outside the mine thore. I never signed any UMV potition that summor
but I heard there wes one arcund but no onec came to me with it. Later on I
signed unother P¥A petition as they wonted to kmow if I still wos FMA and I
wng and no one forced me to sign it. I believe I signod thet 2t a meeting.
I hoard thont UMW startod o local that swaer and that men were around but ncne
camo to sce me, Nothing unusunl happoned during esurmer of 1937 thnt I°know
of, During fall of 1937, cn a Sunday, I was in a saloon noar 14th St., cnd
Teny Plotch came in and said the mine wns going to be reopened and that I
had bettor be there. That wns the first I know of it. FMA did not have ony
meeting to docide whot they would do if the mine wore opened by Uiie I took
my dinner bucket and went out to Mine B the next morning to go to werk but

Fnlcotti told us t he wanted 50 UMW maen to go down into the mine. ’
said to Falcetti he could give him 100 PMA but ho
= didn't want us, relcetti told us thot we would have to be UMW men to de down.

-1 11 or 12 UM men go down ints the nine and before thoy had been FMA non.
: JOE ALBENESE, AndypSchrovlevious, Doninic Pasguale, Pete Carter, Frank A
bolisve both Jducaweys, Tony Plotch, and Charles Bohannon and Jim Hanle cnd

sovernl others went down alright. By letting TRSFET e PO down--That was the
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RE: JOHN L. LYWIS, BT AL * 7
b é:’zD

INTERVIER WITH  cause of the picketing out thero for raver-l =m.mthas, I
went hame twice a week but I was thers cn the strile nost
continued of the time. The mon out thoro weru fiom Locel 34 nnl
’ there werc no outsiders brot in to Lelp us., Wo just eat
around, played brll and ccrds and just watched the property at Mine B, HA
officinls did not force us to go out there and we wero there to protect cur
jobs there. While we were thore nc ono bothored us and UMY did not caure
any troublo and the sit down etrike wns vory quiet and peaceful, I wns thore
when the U, S, Marsholl told us to lenve. He reand something and said we hud
botter lenve ond wo all left and thorc wns no trouble at all regarding lenv
ing. : i

®*I don't reccll if I went out tc Mine B later ngnin whon it wor
supprsed to reopon. Oh, yes, I remamber that in some chilly wenther I vns
ot P4 office and lewyer*Dahl eand Lré Burke suid something cbout them going
out to tnke the mules out of Mino B.” I went out thero but nobody went (mu.p
thon and I went heme agein, I just don't lmow what the rocscn was why wo
cne went to werk.

"I vcted for PMA ot the NLRB elocticn at the Armery in Bpringfielc,
I111. 404 went for PMA and 25 for Uli?. Thet was an honest olection. I w.
not forced to vote by enyone and I voted the wny I want to. It wes by ces:ct
ballot and nc strong arm mcthods were used.

*I den't Mmow why PUA and Elshoff could not sign o ocentract ~Mler
PUA won the eloction. I got o registered letter from Elshoff telling me 1
had tc be back in 10 dnys in order to get my job buck. I figured I woalé zet
peid the rezular scale wage and no cne told me what wupoes we were to got.
Nothing wos said ebout a contrnct thet I know of. After the mine czenad
Bohannon told us in the Redman's hall on ¥onroe St., in Spiirgfield, Iil.,

C T that 1f we joined to UMY that they could get a contract in & wsuks. Hony of

the old FUA come bnck when the mine opened. talkad tc hy buddy

in the nine end osked hin if I was poing to M ny tuvddy, “
01 G Wo e Courts declded the motter. I had hecrd thet

(phonetic) hnd boen in the hospital hnd beer boenten up and
I on surc thot PMA did mot dc it. I nlso sow { PHONETIC) on the
stroot and he scid he had a fight at the mi o 'one y. He wos bleeding and
hod Just come from the mine and he wns on his wny to PMA office to report
it. ¥No ono ever threatenod me to join over. I wus working canpany work so
no one bothered me then, Thore wne a dead line of going cver to UMW by Juan-
unry 16, 1941 and I finally signed up and then next nonth NLRB had ancther
eloction at the drmery. I had to sign up otherwiso I would not hive o job.
Some one hod murkod on o pit car with cholk that aftor Junuary 16, 1941 there
would be nc more PMA and I belioved that and I knew that things might happen
sc 1 signed up with UMY,
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL *

L7c. ©7b .

INTERVIEW WITE  "During sumer of 1940 I never sipgned any cord for TN
. # but till Jan. 1941 I paid dues to PMA, When I went back
ccntinu to work in 1939 ot Mige B I signed some cerd shmrlng that
I wes still with PMA,

C - Q l

"NLRB hcd ancther election ot the Armory in Bpringfield, Ill., and
althc I was with UMA then I still signed PMA as I liked that loeal and I had
been satisfiod and they hed & nieco bunch of men. No one told me tc vote that
wey and nc force wos used and it wag by secret baollot and wes an honest eloc-
ticn., There had been many new UM men at the nine and I also think thet muny
P4 voted for UMT because they were afraid thet the mine would be closed a-
eain os I heard somo gossip about that. Box 4 was clecned up in two doys.

Box 3 took a little longer as it had s little squoeze in it. Box 2 end 9
were never reopenec. I don't know of any fire at Hine B in 1939. I know (Ras-
cow but I don't know of him talking obout money ot any meeting.

"This is nbout all I ean think of in ecnnectim with this strike and
I hnd to pgo to woerk for WPA then.

"I have hnd Agentqree.d this 2 page statement to me ond it is
true and correct cnd I hove signed it of my own free will,"

%
VWITNE H

!ec. Apent !.!.I. (Milw., Wis)

!pecic.]_ Agent, !.B.I..

St. Paul, Minn.
Springfield, Ill.
Lug, 30, 1943

- 398 -




Re: JOEN L. LE.IS, ET AL

Loc. IO

preevies s Springfield,
— 1lincis, was jointly interviewe L Bl Fegidance residence on
N -

Lugust 31, 1943, by ﬂngr-ig1 A..:rnn'l'l g.gl_é
ia a naturalized citizen who is no !onger work=
ing nes. was cooperative and sincere, but had little information

concerning the matter under inquiry as he was not active or interecsted in
union matters. He exeouted the following written statement:

*gpringfield, Illinois
hugust 31, 1943

and whee I Jmow ¢
cderal Bureau cf Investige «S. Dopartment of Justioe.

arrived in the ] e0e Citizen

el d at + o
-e.nd joined the United Kine workers of 4 jca, referred to herein ofter
es the W5. The mine was operated by the % I worked there

e a

a ?rnr-'lrin.g in tha m’l!\e;_

frm_a which time I came to Springficld, inois.

"Upon my arrival in Springfield, I started workil':g in t)w’(itizens
Coal Kine, mear Springfield which is called Mino 4 at the present time. I
started working at this mine as & mamber of WS and remained there until
about In I went to work in Mine B as a WA nember and worked

there un 1 May 1-—,

l'
]
L
.
k|
[
L
[4
-
[
[3
.
<
E
t
-
[«
»
[}
[ 5
[4
-

"I never held an office in a mine union and only wont to mino
union meetings about once every three months. I joined the TMH# in
and I remajned a member of that union until September, 1932, when the
Progressive Miners of amerjca, referred to hereinafter as the N4, was
formed. I join joined i the PMA because the majority d4id and not because anyone
threatened me. I don't know enything about the redustion in the wege scale
in 1932, I don't lmow if I voted or not on the wage scale matter. I heard

the ballot box was atolen, but I did not know why it was stolen, or who did
it.

e "I did not take any active part in organicing the P4 and only
Toox attended thoir meetings about once in three months. I thought thia was a
good union and the leaders were cepable men, I'm speaking of the PAA now,
I romained a member of PUA until February 21, 1541 when Mine B signed wp
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INTERVIEA w with the IMAH, I remained a member of the W until I
quit mining on (NN
continued ’

“is far as I know, relations between Elshoff and the
UMi at Minoe B werc good prior to 1832. I don't know which union Elshoff or
Falcetti Tavored if any es I did not hear them talk about unioms

5 WW""‘!“‘““’ T
j o E
pov ol . - '

®In the Spring of 1937 & group of men having RIA cards were org-
enizing for UKW. I knew the following men: Dominic Pasgquale, Pete Carter, .
Frenk fustin, Tony Plotch, Jo otton, John Sirtout, Gocrge Jagcavay,
Enory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, James Hale. In the Spring of 1937 these
above mentioned men were trying to get the men to sign up with the WL and
I saw two fights by the wash house, but I stayed away because I did not want
to get in trouble. I do not know who the men were es it was dark. I heard
the fight was over union matters because they would not join the UM and
theso PLi men never canme back to the mine. I was never threatened eithsr
by the UL/ or the Pl men, end I was not asked to join the AW at this time.
®In ey, 1937, I heard somc men had becn expelled from the PMA
‘because they were acting as organizers for Ui, dbut I do not kmow ther
names, The lest dey the mine worked, in May, 1937, I loaded the coal cars
short, " boczuse & FAA man named John Schneider told the miner tc do so whils
wc were down in the mine. I loaded the cars short, but no ome told me why
we lcoaded them short, and I did not ask. I always did what the Union told

me to do as I did not want any trouble, however, no ome threatened me when
I was told tc lcad short.

"Elshoff would not sign a contract with PMA in 1937 and therc wss
pleanty of men to work. I think Elshoff liked the WW better than the PMA
because latcr he gave tho UMA a contract, but I don't know why he favored
the UMA,

“After the shutdown at Mine B in May, 1937, I was in the picket

line of PMA at that mine about two wecks at the most. From May 1937 to
Novembar 12329 T did not have rnrn?ar wnPTr and did not go beol to the

SRWE TV UL g avww Al W sdemv L Al W

mine after I finished about two weeks picketing, until the mine re-opened
in Novembor, 1939,

"In November, 1939, when I went back to Mine B, I was still a
member of FMA and no one esked me to join the UNA until just before the
socond NLRB election in February, 1941, Just before this election, Tony
Plotch, who was a member of G and a check weighman at Mine B, talked to
me at the mine. Tony said, ou might as well join UMW as all the
rest have¥., Tonv talked to me in friemdlv way and did not threaten me.

i é;-éa.;r—;-; B card to G (phonetic) who was a member of the UKW,
' and he brought it to my house a Springfield, I

.4m.

- o —— T

R e |



)

i (
C | O
Re: JOBN L. LEZIS, ET AL

L7 b7p [ _— '{-

INTERVIEL “ITH signed it voluntarily and gave it back to him. _
!continue!! "I 1iked the PMA union best, because it was more dmo= .
cratic as they had 5 good commitise 4o the umion whe »

helped make conditions in the mine better, The ULV had a committee, but
it was nct as good. The PMA did not beat up UMW men to get them to join.
PLA, but the WA crganizers beat up miners to get them to join the WA,

"I have had this statement, cconsisting of two pages read to me

by and it ccntains the truth to the best of
my knowledge.

(o) SN
"7 “

witnessecd: _

Special agent, FBI.
, Special agent, FBI.
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wrervied w1tk . v— Springfiold, Il1-
- inois, wos interviewod nt hise home on 4supus 1943,

by Bpecianl Apents ond
—was cooperative, but because of his limjted 'mvlocge i
not bolieved he would moke an effective witness. BHe clainnd +c Puve no crim-

inal record,

The fcllowing is the signed statement of —

"Springfield, Illincis
Aupgust 31, 1943

"I moke the following voluntary steiemoat te
_ an: , whcm I know to be Bpecinl Agenis of tho
c¢deral Bureau of Investigaticn, of my own free will, with n» threats or

promises made.

"I wns bern I first joinod
e union, the United Mine Workers in oine e Fropressive Mine Werk-

ers in 1932 while I was working at Ponther Creek Mine #4. 1 bocame @aproyed————
at Mine B in and rm employed there at the present time.

"Bofere 1937, from the time I became employed et Mine B, I Xnew of
nc troudble of ony kind at the mine. I wos entirely satisfied as to the PMA,

A hnd wmme Arvhés o +ha ® dha AL amia
il i W

o™ -
il AMA ALV UVMKY VD 867 & Adh WLLILVALS
-

"Before the strike, in 1937, at Mine B, I kmow of no activity ot
the part of UM men in Mine B, I wns not contacted by any UMW nnn nyself,
and did not kncw cf anyone whc was, '

[
[}

*I did not know of any moeting of the PMA held the night before
the striko, I do not know if there wns o mesting or nct, for I never heard
anything about it, On the dny of the strike, we were ocalled cut ¢ the nine,
end were told that there was a strike. I do not remember who tecld me that
a strike had been called. 1 don't remember hearing anything ebcut why the
strike started that dey in Moy of 1937, I didn't hear anything about there
boing U.M.W. spies in the mine, causing the strike, but I do kncw thnt the
strike wng not called because of wages. I do not know the couse of the strike.
I know that the mon were satisfied with the F.M.A. and the efforts the .M.k,
was making to settle the wnge question. )

"I dc not remember sipning a PuM.A. potition in the summer of 1937,
I don't ramenber signing any petitions at 'all in the summer of 1937.

*In the summer of 1837, TONY PLOTCE and COTTON ANANIAS came to my
hone ond osked me to join the U.M.W, I told them I wouldn't join unless I
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C O
RE: JOBM L. LEWIE, ET AL

INTERVIBY ¥ had ta, and I didn't havo to at that time. No one clse
contacted me, ond I was not throatonod in any way by
“continued) anyone to join the U.M.W, in that summer.

®"] don't remembor whether I got o notice that the mine was to be
ro-opened in September of 1937. I remember that I 4id go on the picket line
in the fall of 1937, Ko one ferced mo to pr on the picket line, but I just
went becausc o lot of the men did. I don't know the purpssé cf the picket
linc, but I beliove it wae to keep nll the men fram working, beth UMW,
and P.M.A, It seans tc me that the injunction gotten by the oomgement wns
dirccted arninst the P.ludLe, Decause the mannbament fovored the UM.H. The

:':"'i"iul...i trcuble started when some of the men tried to G“"' elected to n'ﬂ‘iggxg’

in the P.M.ie, and lost cut. COTTON LNANIAS, TONY iLOTCH nnd ANDREMW SCHREL-
EVICUS srere the ones who ran for office ond got licked, and were the lenders
ef the trcuble. I don't kncw anything speeific, but 1’ just hove the feeling
thet the ahnve nomed wore shown favers by the monapgenent.

"In Docamber cf 1937, I woted in tho electi~n at the State arsenal.
I voted for the r.Mdi., boecause I was thoroughly satizfied with the VM.
Fron the timo of that election until the ninc re-opanod, I was not centacted
by any-ne in attempts tc swny me in my chcice cf unicns,

"In the frll of 1939, I recoivod e nctice from the manazement of
Mine B, telling me tc report to work, that my old jcb was cpen.

®After I returned tc wrrk, it scemed to me thit the momapement
favored the U.M.W. men in the mine, After I begen work, o man cane to me
in the mine and told me I had better sign with the U.M.W,., beccuso the U.M.N,
woe going to get 2 majority in the mine, oand unless & maen was U.M.i¥, he would
1lcse his joL. I éc not kmow the name of this mnn, but he was o big man. He
wzs in the nmine, but I never tcw hin doing any work in tho mine., At the
tine he tcld me that all but “welve men hod jcined the U.M.W., and I was cne
of the twelve. This wns just bofore the slection of 1941. He never threat-
ored ne in cny woy.

‘"I joined the U.M.7, just bofore the election, botouss, on nccount
of ny age, I couldn't pet c job in ancther mine and I folt I hnd to Join
U.M.W. to koop my jcb at Mine B, At the election, I voted I'.M.k., in spite
cf being a member of U.M,W,, betause I folt it wns the best union, 1 didn't
join U.H.i. becouse I wonted to, but bocause I had tc to keep my jobe 1
think thnt r.H.4. 18 the bost union, and would like tc see it in the mino at’
the proesent time,

ce "Befcre the clection I did mot see or hoar of any viclence on the
part cf eithcr unicn to influence the election of February, 194l.
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

bre— b,

P e

E. ‘, .

; G O

; INTERVIEW WITH "I reczll & fire in box 4 efter the nine opened, but,
if I remenmber correctly, that happened in 1942, 1

F ¥ continue don't kmow the extent or the cost, but the box ies still

"1 heve read the foregoing, consisting of approximetely four ard
{ one quarter pares and staote it is true tc the best of knowledge.

/-/
WITNESSES s S
S

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Epringfield, Ill.
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Re: JOWN L. LEJIS, ET als '

» B INTERVIE. W ITH
(‘\ , QI— Springfield, nois, was 1 owed on Seguimber 1,
- '

1943, at his home by Special /pgents *nd —

is a self-educated young man who speaks clearly and pre-
} cisely. He claimcd not to have much interest in wunion activitier :2:d he
‘§' also claimed to have no criminal record. The following statement vias pre-

pared but declined to sign it,-

"Springfield, Il1.
September 1, 1943

v makc the following voluntary statcment
to and whom I know to be Special
agoents o e rederal Burcau o stigation, of my own frec
will, with no threats or promscs made to me. .

"] pressntly live at , Springfield, Illirois,

and am eaploved as a mine engineer at ihine 3, I was born F
I jeined a mine wnion o
irst time in when I Joined the P.M... on becoming cmployed at
ine B, 1 have ncver held an official position in any wmion, Shortly

after the strike of lay 1937, I joincd the U.N.W., and an a member of
that wnion at the present time,

"I don't remember any P.Y,.. mecting the night before tho strike,
and don't know anything about the meeting, or tho reason therefore.
On the day of tho strikc, the men were just standing arownd, without
doing anything, I don't knowr the reason for the strike, how it was
called, or anything about 1it.

nShortly after the U.M.w. formed a local chapter for Mine B, I signed
a membership card for the U.M.W. The reason for my jJoining the U.M.w.
was becausc my father had been a member for years, and liked the U.M.V.
I vas willing to go aloug vith him, and that is the reason I joined,

"In the fall of 1937, I saw in the paper that the mine . was
to be reopened, I was working in Springfield, and didn't go back to
the mine at that time. In fact, I didn't go near the mine from thc day
of the strike wntil I rcturned to work in November of 1939, 1In the
fall of 1937 when the Progressives picketed the mine, I bclieve that
the management was correct in getting the injwnction to keep the
picketers off his property.
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Ret JOHN L. LEWIS, ET uL.

L1 b1D

TNTERVIEW wITH *In the election of December, 1937 I voled
for U.M.W., becausc I was a member of that wis..
!Gontﬂue!!

- %) remember hearing of some violence at the mine after we = ...v' ad
to work, but I didn't sce any myself, I saw one follow who was suprool
to have been beat up dovn in the mine, but I don't know of any of ts» pasii-
culars, I worked on top, and have no knovledge of anything that weit cn
down in the mine,

‘n

"Since becoming a member of the U.WU.VW, I have attended quitc 2

wmion mectings. I remember sceing in the newspaper that Jack GJ a"go'
expelled from the U.M.w., but I don't remember the particulars one T
don 't remember attonding any meeting at which this matter was disrusscn,

~
L )
=1
agn

*T have read the foregoing, consisting of slightly o ar two pages.
and state that 1t 1s truc to the best of my recollection.

* S —
Special agents, F3I1

Springfield, I11."

declined to sipn this statement althougn be
ntaired in it was the truth).

i3
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Re: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL.

el Lap

’ yyrd
INTERVIEW WITH -
ﬂ Springfield!l Tilinois, was !!ernewed at his
and

home on August 31, 1943, by Special Agents

makes & very good appearance and speaks very -
good English, with a slight ccent. He gave his information
freely and voluntarily to the extent of his knowledpe. It is believed
that he would make a very good witness, He claimed to have no criminil

record. is employed §
e owing
1Ene ment was ooualne ™on -

“Springfield, Il1. N
aygust 31, 1943

"I, make the following voluntary statement
to % vhom I know to be Special
AgenE"o! !Ee Hderﬁ 5eau| o! MEStigatlun, af my om free

will, with no force or duress used, and no promises made me.

-

A\

n] presently live at
I was born
the United
federal court,

Springfield, I11.
and canme to
I became & naturalized citizen in

#I joined the United Mine Viorkers in Springfield in Jjjjj and
was a menber of such union wntil 1932 when I joined the Progressive
Mine Workers of America. I remained & member of this wnion wntil
1941, when I rejoined the U.M.YW., when they signed a closed shop’
agreempent with the management of Uine B, .

nY began work at Mine B in - and worked there wntil 1942,
with the exception of the time we were on strike,

"Y did not take an active part in organizing the P.M.A. I just
went along with the men., After its organization I attended several of the
meetings. 1 was ¥ery well satisfied with the P.M.A., for it was run
by clean, honest men. The men running the P.M.A. tried to do what
was right and best for the men, and always gave a full explanation of
all special assessments., The relations between the wnion and the
management of Mine B, until 1937, were entirely satisfactory as far
as I know,

#*T do not know of any activity on the part of U.M.W. agitators prior
to the strike in 1937. I do know that no one tried to get me to join
the U.M.b. before the strike. The night before the strike, in May of
1937, I remember attending a wnion meeting. I don't remember how I
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Re: JOWY L. LB4IS, ET AL. -
Lbrer Lo

INTER W ITH knew about the meeting,as well as I remember, the meeting
had to do with some men who were kicked out of the P.Y.A,
{Continued). for U.M.W. activity. I remember the following names .
as some of the men: DOLINIC PASJUALE, PETE CARTER, FRAIK AUSTIN, TNY
PLOTCH, COTTON ANANIAS, JOHN SIRTOUT, GEORGE AND EUORY JACAHAY, CHARLES
BUHANK O and JIHL:Y HkL:. I remember that these men were mentloned at ‘that

meetiig. I also Temember some talk at the P.U.h. meecting the night before

the strike about what would happen if the company didn't discharge the above
naned men, but I don't remenber what action was decided upon.

"On the day of the strike in May, 1937, the men went down into the
mine and loaded a few cars, some full, some only partly full. After a while,
the union called the men out of the mine, that is the P.M.A., I don't re-
rember how notice of the strike was sent down into the mine, I don%t re-
member why the men loaded the cars short, and can't really remember the
cause of the strike. I think the strike was called be€ause the F.M.A.
didn 't vant the above mentioned men to work in the mine, but I can't be sure
of it. I don't remember that any talk or dispute over wages entercd into the
strike at all.

"] remember signing a F.M.a. petition shortly after the strike began,
but i+ don't know what the petition was about. I lnow I signed only the one
petation,and know I signed none for U.M.W. I believo i signed the P.M.a.
petition at Progressive Hall, 'but I don't rcmember anyone coming to the
house, No one approached me that summcr to sign a U.1.W, petition, or to
talk me into Jorning U.MN.w.

"] received a notice from ing B management that
n Qunt nf 1G7277 T AiAn ' gn out +n f‘ 1e nine at

eo*.'\’-ll lll e pfue Vi LF TR o, e, WAl 1

didn 't know anything about the picketing.

the mine was to
that time, nnd

W Wiy wEaw

"In the election of December, 1937, T voted for P.M.i. The majority
of the men were for it, I thought it was the best mion, and 1 didn* want
to have anything to do with the U.M.J

"In the fall of 1939, I got ancther notice from the Mine B lManage-
ment that thé mine would re-cpen, I appeared for work, and remained there
until 1942, when I quit and got my presont job. From the time the wine
reopened in 1939, until the election of 1941, which the U.M.W. won, I was
talked to by U.M.li. men several times, and t.hey tried to get ne to Join
the U.H.W. One man, talked to me quite a bit, and told me that,
unless the U,M.W, won the next elcction, and unless we a1l joined the UMb, |

the management would close down the minc, because they wouldn 't work with
the P.U.a. I was never threatened or abused to join the U.H.h., and voted .

for the P.U.A. in the election in 1941, which the U.M.W. won. I joined A
the U,10.W. after the election, because I had to if I wanted to kecep on work- !
ing at Uine B, -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

T

> ? e L10D

TR T Ry g A v

Fp
INTERVIE] . ITH I sav several P.M.i. men beaten. One msF M;'f
, and I can't remember the names of the othcrs, / '
(Continued). e men were beat up by Bohannon, Lensky and Sirtout,

some in the wash-house, and others outside the mine. Thc men were beat wp
because ther were members of the P.M.ia., and wouldn 't join the U.U.W. I
don't remember any conversation or activity on the part of the Mine B

management to influence the men toward U K. W. during this period

wRe N2 ENCE LA LOWAI'U Ugliss alag 174 0 ..-----ﬁ

"] remember that, after the minc re-opened, in the fall of 1939,
H got a job in the mine as an air checker, There was no position
eforc the strike, and he spent almost all the time talking to the men
and trying to get them to join the U,M,4. I have heard several of the
men say that he was paid by the U,lLw., not the mine management, but I
don't repmember who said that, and I know nothing more about it.

ely sat 1d v h a. in every way. In my mind,
itt's much the bett.e of the two wions, I only jgined U.liVW. because I
had to to keep my job.

#7 have had this statement, consisting of approximately four and
orz half pages, rcad to me and state that it is the truth to the best of

my knowledge.
/s

nitnesses:

PR e e i

Special a.gent, F.3.I.
Springfield, I11."
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_ Re: JOEX L, LE'IS, ET AL b70 ‘b 7D

INTZRVIE: WITH m
* 1114{nois, was interviewo ome on August 31,

1943, by Special Agenmndh; -
m soemod to havo only & limited knowledge ol activities
at linc ocause of hi

s lack of intercst in union mctivities and mbsence
from Mine B since 1937. For these reasons it is not belioved that he would
mako a'valuable witness, Hc claimed t5 have no eriminal record.

K o L *Springfield, Ill.

Springfield,

August 31, 1943

) ¢ ", w M statement freely and
s voluntarily to an who have identified
| thcmselves to me as Special Agents o ¢ Foderal Dureau of Investigation.
¥ threats or promises have boen made to me to obtain this stztoment,

Springfield, I1ll, I was
I am presently omployed

"] first joined a mine uni

on, the Unitcd Minc .orkers, about
or while I was workinz for tho

S, :vivcciclc, L.
I stayed in this union until I joined the Progressive ifine “Jorkers of America

in 1932, 1 rojoined tho U.'.7. when I was working in Mino A. I don't recall
ths oxact dote.

"Prior to the strike in 1937 I reczll hecaring something about some
crguncnts and incidents ot Yipe B, but I don't recall what they were about.
Frior to the strikc 1 don't reccll that one ever tried to persunde me to
join the U.ll.... Bowevcr, I do reczll tm one doy told me
and my fathsr, vhon he czlled ot our houss, 2 crc was going to be
troudble at Minc B, Ec did not give ony more information, and boccuse both
my father and I wore P.M.A. men wec paid no attention to . Everything
was going smoothly at Mine B. All of the minors seemcd to be satisfied with
FJ2.4. 1 thought it was o good union, and thot the leaders were trying to
€o good for the miners,

"1 went to soms of the F.M.A, mcetinge. As I rocall, we had to
attcnd at lecst onc meeting e month. A4t thosc moetings everyonc had tho chance
t> spank his piece. I don't roczll any discussion at these meotings about
tho bombings that were going on cbout thet time,

®Some timo beforc the strike in 1937 I heard somsthing about an
argument botween some of the drivers and (R I don't remsmbor any -
of the dettils, but as I recall he was subposcd Vo porerrying & knife. 1
don't ¥mow if he was s2id to be & spy for U.M.5,, or if there was eny talk
sbout U.M,7, spies in the mine at that time.
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Ro: JORN L, LIVIS, ET AL LD
7 . 4é3 C2~£)
INTERVIEY TITH *I don't recall anything about the P.M.,A, meeting on the

night before tha strike, I can't recall how the strike

continue stortod in May 1937, It seoms to me that there was sone
controversy about some men who were supposed to trying

[ T8

AR g o e

’

W Area wa W LWHLRY el EL ol

to get mombers for U.M.w. from P.M.A. 1 don't remember if thore was any talk
about these men having been discharged or fired, 1 think it was bec use of

the controversy sbout these men that the P.M.A. on tho day of the strike loaded
their coal cars with short weightz. I think that tho only roason for the
strike was tho trouble about these men, I don't recall any talk about wage

sc2les.
Barter the strike startod in 1937 1 went and since -
that time I hove not been in Yine B, However, I 4id vote in the election for

¥Mine B held in December 1937, anc voted for P.X.A, because I thought the
mojority of the miners wanted that union, ané becouse I thought it was a
good union.

‘ "Some time in Februory or ilarch 1938 I started to work in Mime A, 1
stayed =t that mine until o short time after U.M.T. obtzined the bargaining
contract for the miners there. In the eloction that wes held for Mine A I
voted for U.}.7. because I wanted to save my job, and I thought that U.M.w.
would vwin the election, It reclly mcde no difference to me which unisn won

the election. 41l I wanted was my job,

"I havo road this stotoment consisting of this and one other typewritten
poze and state thot §t 18 trus t5 tho best of my kmowledge and recollection,

e —
" {tness;
Special Agent, FBI {signed)
(8igncd) ;

Springfield, 111,

bt 28 2 e e e - s o —— i T Yy T B L et
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET al. i

L) b1D
prvgirs Y ©:-i-c:is,
Iilinois, was interviowed at his home on September 1,

‘r 1943 by Special hgentsm and—. This man
epeaks onglish wikth some cdiliiculty of expression, and he can understand
Y\ Euglish only when it is spoken slowly. He claimed to have no criminal
b \Lrecord The following statement was prepared but not signed by

}

aY X "Springfield, M1,
\ . September 1, 1943
"I, rake tho followag statement freely and
voluntarily to an who have iden-
tified themselves to me as Spec agnts o cral Bureau of

Investigation, Yo threats or promises have been made to me to ob-
tain this statcment,

T nroaentlv

AT 8 v-

reside at GEEEEEEEEEENRNY =i nef o)

and do not work.

"] was born in
the United states in

FPrevious to
Statcs A

". first Pomed a mne wnion, the United Mine Siorkers, i.n- in

I stayed in this wion wmtil I joined the Progressive
!{m I.orkers of america in 1936, ibout two or three months before —————
the election in February 1941 I rejoined the U,M,¥. I nover was an of-
ficer in any union,

"] went to a few mectings of the P.lM..., but I don't remember
any talk about organizers for the U.,M,4, I don 't know of any trouble
within P.M... or between the P.M.a, and the U, ll.“l.

"1 know thore w

as to be a mecting on the nizht before the strike
started but I did not go to thc meeting, I don 't repember how I knew
about this meeting.

"0n the day the strikc started in 1937 I saw gveryonc going out of
the mine, and I went along with the nincrs. I don't know any rcasons
for the strike. I did hear somc talk about getting back pay, but I
don 't know if this was the reason for the strike,

r any un ion in 1937, and no ono

fm e e o em—— i, A —— Sy p——_ — — —r——
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, IT al.
| EV e &N
= ITH ?1 remember rcading in the paper

that the mine would reopen in the fall of
1937, and I went out to the mine. In that fall

Continued).

I got into the picket line, but I don't know why the picket line was put
up. I saw only Mine B men in thc picket line,

*In the minc election of 1937 I voted for P.i.a. becausc I
wanted to go along with the majority of the miners. It really wmade
no difference to me which union had the minc contract, I only wanted
to work for my living.

"o one tried to get me to join U.lfwW. until the mine reoﬁened
in 1939, Before the mine rcopened I received a letter from the company,
and was told when to report for work.

v, fver I started to work again, a man known as Masked
mc how I would like to Jjoin the UM, 1 said that it = ference

to me to which union I belonged.

"I signed with U,M./. about 3 morths before the election in
February 1941, I voted for U,M,.. becausc it scemed to me that most of the
mincrs wanted this union, I also thought that I would have to join the
U.K.we to kee ob,

"o me ouc wnion s just like any other., I have no preforence
one way or the othcr. Nobdy ever threatened me to make me join a wnion.

*This statement consisting of thig and one other typcwritten page
has becn read to me by and I state that it is
true to the best of my recollection and Knowlcdge.

(m declinud to sign the above statement although
ate everything contaired in it was true).

~ N —
.Special agents, FBI, Springfield, I1l."

- 4183 -
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b Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, mAL
— ) I AN
ip { &~ L'/

INTERV iE'rT 1TH

, Springfiecld, Illinois,
was jointly interview ed at his residence on September 1,
e —

1543 by Special Agents and
vins bornﬁ iz unable to Wi angw
e dnowledge o affairs, He executed the following signed state-
mont which was read to him by ‘

£

N _ *Springfield, Illinois
A ' Sgptomber 1, 1943

make the follcwing voluntary statemont to

\ -
Py s mhke Al dha
> W

F aq whom I know to bs Spscial Azsnis ©
ederai Bureau of Investigatlion,

« 8. Department of Justice.
¥

e N ity
States in (N w=s naturalized at

resentlmk st 3inc "B" near S5p . incis and reside a
bsmmm 1L,

-I first worked in the Pesbody Mine #6 at Springriald,
Iliincis es a momber of the United Mine “orkers of Amcrica that will be
rcforred to hereinafter as UM, I worked therc about six months. I worked

in other mines aftcr this as a momber of TMi.

"In 1921 or 1522 I workcd in Pcabody Nine #53 under tho TMY and
worked there until - In I vont to work in Mine "B" ander the M.
and worked therc continuously until the present time with the execption
of the period from lay, 1937 to Novormber, 1939 when the mine was ¢ osed
whilo the strike was in progross,

"] nover held an office in any union,

"I bocame & member of the Progrossive Mine Tiorkers of Amorica
vhich will be referrcd to hercinafter as PMA in September, 1932 becuase
everyone elsc changed to PMA at Mine "B".

"CLSHOFF had no trouble to my knowledge with the UMY bsfore 1932,
4e far ae I know ELSHOFF got along alright with FMA from 1832 %o 1937,

*1 did not help organize PMA., I know nothing obout how the FMA
: membors liked thoir union leaders., As far as I know evoryone was satisfied

under the PMA.

"Ko ono started eny trouble over the wage scale back pay.
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Re: JOEN L, LE.IS, ET AL

LY b1Dd>

" % #“ITH ™I know all of the following persons:
(mm 5 JOE ALABANESE ' JOM] STRTODT

ANDRE™ SCERELEVIOUS - CEARLES BOBANNON
DOMINIC FASQUALE "GIURCE JACATAY
'PETE CARTER EMORY JACAVAY
YRANK AUSTIN  JAMES HALE

TONY PLOTCE

"Iwo or three weeks after I returned to Mine "B™ to work when it
re-opened in Yovember, 1939 I signed e UMW card and became & member of UMY,
I didn't want to Jjoin UMV, but evervone else did so 1 did too. 1 was nover
threatensd or made to join. I always steyed in tho background and let the
othor men doclide what to do,

"I did not know about the activities of the eleven men whose names
are mentioned above in thias statement, oxcept that af'ter the mine opened
in 1939 those men went arcund to the miners to got thom to join TWW., 1
heard that some miners worc beaten up but I don't romember who or why they were
beaton,

"I remcmbor when the five men were thrown out of FMA in Mey 1937,
but I do not know why. I did not go to tho PMA meeting on May 11, 1937
becausc I do not understand English well, For this reason I can not talk
very well about union affairs or what tho trouble was in 1537 when theo strike
took placc at Minc "B".

"I helped picket inc *B" with the other FMA mombers for ssvoral
vecks aftcer the mine closed,

"I do not rcmembor if I cver signed any FMA or UM\ petitions.

"1 do not care which union I work under, I do not know anything
about FMA and I do not know anything about UM.

*I have had this statemont consigting of one and one half pagos

read to me by because I do not read English, This
statemcnt is tru ¢ best ol my knowlodge and I gave the information set

forth above of my own free will, :
gy

S o
peeial Lgent, F.B.IL"
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Re: JOEN L. LE'IS, ET AL

L7 b1D

Illinois, was jJo y erviewe is residence on

September 1, 1943 by Specinl Agonts d
is a naturalizcd
vwas coopcrative and had a fair understanding of
Wine "B" from 1936 to January 26, 1940, Ee executed the
following signed statement:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 1, 1543

make the following voluntary statement to
whom I know to be Special Agents of the
« 8. Dopartmsnt of Justice.

———
United States about an was naturalised in S
L

"Upon my arrival in the United States in qz started
working in the minos at Mme first union 1 joinod wes the
United Mine ..orkere of fmcrice which wil)l be referred to hereinafter &s
UMY at she I halped organize UMYV in that

mine about
*] came to Springfield, Illinois in- and went to work at
the Capitol X¥ine and the #2 Sangamon Mine under the UMA.

"1 went to work at Kine "B® about 1336 under the Frogressive Mine
Torkers of America that will be referred to hereinafter as the PHi..

*1 never held an office in any union. I attended most of the
union meetinge at ¥ino "B®, I liked the FMA and waes satisfied with its'
officials, I do nmot like thc UM" on account of JOHN L. LETIS and aome of
the UM, officials.

"In the UMY & minar can hold an office indefinitely, but in
PMA a miner c¢an hold an office for only two ycars at ome time.

®In Mine "B" 1 was working as & ‘digger' and TONY FLOTCH came to
ne about a month before the strike in May, 1937 while.l was digging in the
mine during working hours and asked me twice one day to leave the FMiA and
join the UM.. Hc said I better join UMW now and I said no, that I would
wait and see which way the other miners wont and he again said that I
should not wait for tho others, but that I should sign up with UMK right
eway, I did not do it.
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Re: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL

| Y

Ll LD

77 TT WITE “Regarding the wage scale trouble, I was expecting to get
* the back pey, but I know nothing about what was going to
Tcontinue be done by ELSHOFF or the PMA officiels to get the back

pey.

*I know some of the men who were a%gita.tl% for U7 $n mine "B™ both
boforce the minc closed on strike and after it opened in Yovember, 1939.
Theso men werc &8s follows:

JOE ALBANESE JOF_{COTTON) ANANIAS

Cgon
- W

1

ANDRE’ SCHRELEVIOUS JOHT SIRTOUT

DONIFIC PASCUALE “CHARLES BOwWLINGGREEN
PETE CARTER UAES EALE
FRAMK AUSTIN. T

TONY _FLOTCH

"] sttended the P¥A meeting held on May 11, 1937. I learned this
was & special meating from the PMa Pit Committec.

"In the meeting tho fivc men were thrown out of PMA bascouse of
the agritating they wore doing at the mine. T voted to throw thesc men
out T Fiii and e.v.;rybody clse at the meeting voted the same way. Kost of
the P¥A members present at this meeting including myself, got up and told
how these men tried to get us to join UM7. I dont't belisve the five men
vere at this mesting. -

"The PMA miners who didn't attend the meeting on May 11, 1937
vicre told about what happened thc next morning at tho mine. .

nT blxt dGi‘-’i‘i iﬂ thG 14:'1 12 "B' -‘ ﬂ.eo -'95- }A:.. et‘. ‘-‘&}' 12’ 195?5

Rowever, beforz B:00 A,M. th:e PMA Pit Comruittes came around to us diggors
and told us not to bother about f£illing the coal cars up to the top and so
I shortzd my cars that day. I think tho coal cars wero shorted for two
rcasons, Thosc reasons vero as follows: Bccause ELSHOFF would not dis-
charge the five men who werc thromm out of P, and becausc LLSHOFT would
not give us our back pay. :

Pag best as I remember it, it was about }'s.y 14, 1937, about two
days after thc coal cars worc shorted that I went to fime "B™ and all of ths
PMA men werc there too. -& 2ll wanted to go to work, but Oscar Falcetti
would not let us go tov work unicss we joinsd T/, I learned it was this
viey because the PMA Pit Committec wont to LLSHOFF's office to sce about working,
about the back wagos and othor things, and I hoard that moat of the twelve

rnon including TONY PLOTCH wers in ELSHOFF's office at that time,

3 - 417 -
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, EIT AL ;

Vo) LE1D

YTTRVIE . TITH ELSHOFF callod the Sheriff out to tho mine to have the
PMA men thrown off the property.
contlinue
"The twelve or fourtecen men who were aggitating for UMV
went dosn the shaft to work, I sew this. I saw Oscar Falcetti go down the
shoft with them.

"1 holped to picket the mine for about threc or four month after
that,

*] signed the PUA potition of Yay 26, 1837 to show I was a momber of
P,

"In ¥ovembor, 1939 1 startod back to work wheon the mino roe-opened,

"On January 26, 1940 Al'DY SCERTLEVIOUS +ho livaes now onm
Street, Springficld, Illinois and who got a job last weck nt Iiine "a" col

to me in the wash housc at ifine "B" cerly in the morning. BEec seid, 'you
butter not put om your working clothes and go down in iﬁo Eigcl because
if you do, you will ncver core up from the mine,t vho
lives on m. Springfiocld, Illincis wos standing noar
wo when this was snLi1d 2nd ne told me that I'd better sign up with M.
"1 did not go down in the mino thaot day end I mover went back,

beecause I did not want to join tho TN, and I wzs afraid I would be killed
if 1 staycd there any longor as a member of the FHA.

"I can spoak and understand the English language, but can not read
Oy 00 0092
v 1

it well. This statoment was road to mo by Spec Agent
Springfield, Illinois and 1 rue and corroc ) et of my ovledgee.

ok

" itnessed:

(signed}
Spoeial Agent, F,B.I,
{signod)
Spceial Agent F.B.IL™

¥
t
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Re: JOBN L. LEWIS, ET AL | ' : .

Loc  bap
‘{ iiimﬁ @ITH

vas interviewed o 31, 1943, by Special
and &at his residenoce.
. appeared willing to cooperate in answering the
) !’ questions put to

m, appeared to be alert and definite, snd would willingly
. testify if called upon to do so.

Following is a signed statement obtained rrom_

®gpringfield, Illinois
August 31, 1943

meke the following voluntary statement to
whom I know to be Bpecisl Agents of the
ureau of Investigation, U.8. Department of Justioe.

"] was born in m I was naturalised
an American cititen at Springfieldq, inois, date not rocalled, but before
1 wa nty one years old, as I gained my citizenship through father,

I am presently employed by#md
live'at Springfield, neis.

*] have worked off end on at mines including Mine “A“, Mine "BY,
and et the Capitol Mine owned by the Peabody Coal Co.

%I recall that I was working at Mine "B* under the United Mine
workers of Americo that will be referred to hereinafter as UMW in and
I continued to work at Mine “B™ under the UMW until 1932 when Mine went
Progressive Mine workers of America that will be referred to hereinafter as
the PMA. At thet time I beceme a FXA member.

"] was a member of the Pit Committee under the UNW for a period
of two and one half yecars and held the seme position for two years under the
PMA. I attonded all union meetings under the TAin and under the FMA.

*Sometime in the year before 1932 whn the PMA orgenized in Mine
-au.m and another miner whoso name I
don't ischarged from Mine "B"™ by the company bosses. UMW
had the contraot with Elshoff at this time,

"Tho above mon werc considered by me to be fair loyel union moen
who wanted to look after the interest of the miners. 1 believe some of
thesc men were UMW officials at this time. I believe that tho discharge
of those men contributed to the success of the orgonization of the PMA in
September, 1932,

"It was my job s a member of the Pit Committee, UMW, to get those
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RE: JCHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

y M. J 11N
. o (&~ L)
- INTERVIE® wITH  men back to work, and I tried to do t and in so doing
; I took the matter to Board mem‘bek, and
(continued) the to JOHN H. WALKER and finall and I
I went to see JOHN L. LERIS. Either the Uniem o!‘ticiall werse
not able to get these men back to work or else the UMW officiels did not want

them back to work in the mine, I do not think the discharged men wore
nve1+n+{nw for the formetion of another union at this time as this was bufore

The Tormation of PMA. I think these men werce discharged for soms other
trouble. Elshoff discharged them, according to Oscar Falcetti, because they
were aggitators.

%] was in favor of orgeniting PMA at Mine "B* in September, 195Z.
I figured it was time to get away from JOHN L. LEWIS'S control, 1 took mo
active part in organiting PAA,

S

1 mow nothing sbout the relstions betwsen ELSHOFF and PMA from
September, 1932 until Aprll, 1937. I was on the Pit Committee under PMA the
first two years after it organised. Abd far as I can reocell I worked at Mine
“R" yntil the miners went on strike in 1937,

1

¥*] beliove tho FMA membership was satisfied with the PlA leaders,

LA
£

kN
%
2

¥] believe I heard that literature was passod out by the UMw to
get the PMA men bdack into the UMA.

*1 do not remembor why the five men were thrown out of FMA. 1
did not attend the PMA meoting held on the might of May 11, 1937,

¥1 know nothing sbout coal cars being shorted or why they were
shorted.

*] know nothing ebout the wage scale controverey in the Spring of
1937.

"% signed the PMA petition of Mey 26, 1937 to show I was s membor
of PMA. I helped picket Mine “B" for 56 days.

*I went out to the mine everytime it was supposed to ro-open, but
I never went to work on these ocassions.

"I heard the whistlc blow on the days Mine "B™ was supposed to re~
open. Orly IMA men went back to work on these ocassioms.

Y "The lest day I worked at Mine “B" was on the day the miners went
- out on strike in May, 1937, until January, 1942. I finally left Mino *B"
in June, 1942. +when I went back in January, 1942, I jeinod the AW,
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

L7 bp

INTERVIE: \.ITH "1 have no desire to ever work for the UMW organization
under the present leadership., 1 preferred the P¥A over

{continued) the IMA becouse I felt I was treated more fairly by the

o Al =k -
v

this statement consisting of
e T [ e S Y
(=2 +3 ¥ D WK UCBRLV VA dy ALVUWILT

witnessed:

W, S-cicl Aot FoI.

A —— s L m s -
SRRy Srccisl cent, FBI.
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RE: JOHN L. LE:15, ET AL

SRR T g v e

L 1D
vra.n Jointly - interviewed at his residence on

943 by Secinl bgents m‘uﬂ
He eppeared willing to or ques-

N

3
-8
]

tions put to him, Mwag of pertinent facts wes limited. BHe
| . presents e good appearance, is alert and willing to testify if called upon
' v to do so. ﬁe furnished the following signed statanents
y - *Springfield, I1linois

Augusv 51, 1543

o the following voluntary stetement to

L4
m wham 1 know tS be Special hgents of the
ecernl Bureew of Investigation, U. B. Department of Juetice, i
"1 presently reside at Bpringfield, Ili-
inocis. 1 was born in I arrived in the United

States having derived citizenship throuzh ny fnther_.- I first

-+n o whrrlrine dm arna? mineas 4w at BruldmwePiatd T11 T -4\--‘-4‘ it wale
V‘-‘. Wil ¥R L“‘E’ dh WA m-l-ll.DD b GI‘ _t’l ‘-‘&b‘ LUAU' L T N s B WAL WOW WUIRY

ing at Mine 4, or mine B, a2 a member of the United Mine Workers of America,
hereincffer eferred to cs IV, and I worked in these two mines and four other
1ocel mines from [ I presently work st Fanther Creek Mine no, 4.
"In I sterted working in Mine B and continued to work there
until May, 193 n the nine closed down, I did not help in the Zrogressive
Kiners of Amenca picket line. I will refer to this latter union es the FMA.
17did not go back to Mine B until M@ the nine opensd. I
wlhaorn T emliamdband Ter’ et &

gcrkvd b-ﬂU’ll fl UH }"U\'mbar 19'{0 +5 Wikl e VAL WS Sl F M w
end went to work am Illincis, end
I never did go buck nine worked 08 o Dem-er o om 1916 to

September 1932, 1 voluntarily joined the rMA in Beptember,1932 when Mine B

went irogressive. 1 hnve remained with the PMA from 1832 to the present time.
end never did rejoin the Uk,

*I never held any office in the UMy and the only office I ever held
in PMA was as a member of the trisl beard of local 54 at mine B. I held that
pesition for about two yenrs which I think was about SRS Fron
to 1932 relations between ELSHOFF and UlS/ were good. In ooy Whon the Lt
officiele steted that the brllot box was stolen, I dfdn't believe it and
neither 4id other miners, so 1 joined the ¥Mi. T 24d nat help organize FMA.
I went to very few union meeting_in 1937. 4t that time I nsver heard any-
thing adout Ul men organizing in the mine. I never heard the riiA expellied
any men. The last day the mine worked in May, 1837 I knew conl cars were
shorted., I thought the ccrs were being shorted beccuse Elshoff would not
pay the back pay he hnd agreed on. No one tried to get me to join UMA. I
signed the TMAL petition on Mey 26, 1937 to show I wa & member of PMk. "I-

- ] don't remamber eny other petitbns,.




c . O

RE: JORN L. LBVIS, ET AL

L'«  LAp

e INTERVIES WITH "When mine B opened in November 1239 I went to work as &
| member of the PMA and worked to Februery 12, 1940. No
{contimnued) one has ever contacted me to join the TBW. I do not

know enything about the wage scale problem or the effortr
of UMN and Pka to get or mnintein the bargeining rights at Mine B,

"I have errefully read and fully understand the cne and a half i
peges of this statement which conteins the truth to the best of my knowledge.

/+/ S

Specinl Agent, FBI
Specinal Agent, F2I
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RE: JOMN L. LEVIS, ET AL

b7 LD

: ITERVIE. TITH — Tllinois, was inter-
b - viewed at his home Upecial Agents”
AR S - 57

1943. It is not believed he would make a good witness due to his inability
to speak nglish fluently. He has no known c¢riminal record. He furnished
the following signed statement:

-

—

I11.
September 1, 1943

"1, male the following voluntary statement to-
- an ho are Special Agents of the Federal

Bureau ol Investigation. No threats or promises of any kind have been
made to get me {0 make a stateuwent and I do so knowing it nay be used in
a court of law,

%T was born I came to U. 5. in
.and became & naturalized citizen of U. 5. in
' I came to

"I first doined U I 7/ Unio —in
m‘nd worked in a 1mine therc. Later 1IN _ began
TOrKIng a ne "B"," T have not held an office in any uniof.

———————————

#In 1932 I joined P. M. A. because all the men in U X 77 were changirg
to P H A so I changed too.

o . | ‘_,_
[T 5. . VLA u b
—
M
s . B

..,.,
e
i

)

AThere were no strikes or close-downs that I know of betwcen 1332
and 1937. Sometime in the lst part of May 1937 a group of men at the mine
while waiting to go down the shaft said several men had been expelled from
the P.M.A. for spying. No one approached we in any way to join U.M.%.

At the end of that day we werce called out on strike and I understood that
it was because the manayenent had refused to stop thosc men who had been
expelled from continuing to work in the uine.

"] don't recall siygning any petitions in the sumner of 1937.

*In Scpt. 1937 I read in the paper that Mine "B" was geing to re-
open so I went to the mine tu work and when the whistle blew for work only

| o -~ - )
about 13 men started to work and they werc U M 70 members do we began

picketing. I picketed at the nine for 56 days until an injunction was
served on us. Only Mine "B" swmen picketed the rine then.

*T voted in the ¥ L R B election in Dec. 1937 and P 1 A won by 404
- to 25, It was a fair electin as far as I could see. No violence of any
* kind occurrec at the election. :
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B RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL
LY b

§ !rrrsnvm “I7H R *T receivod a letter in Nov. 1939 tiat the mine
¥ would reopen. I went to work as a digzer in
| (continued) the sanc roon I had worked in 1937, My tools
vere still therc and I didn't notice any large
cave-ins at the mine. No one attempted to zet mz to change from P X A to
V.37, at any time., I voted F L A in the ¥ L R B election in February
1:41. About two days later I joined U !! 77 because the election showed
U1' 7 had a majority and I wanted to be with the majorivy.
! %I am nov working at Mine "B", If I had my own free choice of

any union I would prefer P.M.A,

%I have had this three poge statement read to me by —

and it is true and corrcct to the best of Iy knowledge.®

"ffitnessed:

-t SR
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS

INT ii iia WITH

he does not have a criminal record.
as he cannot speak English very well.

—provided the following statement:

LB
Septemder 1, 1943.

. oA N
[ £711)

I1linois, was interviewed at

ois, by Special Agen

n September 1, 1943. dvised
would not make a g ss

: "1 I1l., make the following voluntary state-
ment to an whom I know to be Special Apents of the
Federal bureau Investigation. No force, threats or promises have been made

in obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in

. a court of law,

"I was born Mem rated to the U. S. in
%I am a citizen of . O. DEing natura i?e?‘éx_f—
in

n] started mining coal in the U. 5., in in and became
a member of Ui in about I remained a member © until I
became a member of 1932. came a menmber of PMA because my local

U7 changed to PMA in 1932. T took no active part in the formation of P.M.A.
*] have never held an office in any union.

"I wis employed by Mine "B* in about {Jnd I am now employed by
iine "B" as a trackman.

"Prior to Sept. 1932 the management of Mine "B" seemed to be on
rood relations with UMW,

"Between 1932 and May 1937 UMW did not set up a picket line at
Kine B, nor did UMW distribute literature at Mine "B", No one attempted to
Fet me to change from FMA to UMV between 1932 and lMay 12, 1937.

nl at no time saw an official of UMT with the management of Mine "B",

nSo far as I kmow there was no controversy over the wage scale in
the Spring of 1937,

NI 3id not attend a PMA meeting on the night of May 11, 1937 and
8o not know if I had notice of such a meeting. T did nottake any interest
in union activities. I did not know of anyone being expelled from PMA in
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

e

IR
U VR

vililiem' |
= {2ontinued ) I reported for work on the moming of May 12, 1937. Scae-

one told me sometime that day that the mine was on strike,
everyone looked like they were going home so I went home. No one told me
why Mine "B" was on strike and I did not know the reason. So far as I
know there was no intention on the part of miners to strike that day. I
saw no coal cars loaded short ihe day of the strike,

I think I signed two PHA petitions in the summer of 1937. I do
not rember much about the petitions and I cannoi{ remember where I was when
they were sipned. No one threatened me if I did not sign.

"I did not sign a UKW petition in the summer of 1937,

“1 do not know of the formation of a néw UMW union in the summer
of 1937.

"Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard PIA had a picket line at Mine "B"
and I went to picket in order to enjoy myself. I sacted as a picket off
and on for ahout two months. I was not forced to be a picket. So far
as 1 know no persons acted as pcikets except Mine "B" employees. There
was no violence during the time I acted as a picket. An injunction was
obtained to prevent picketing. I was not present when the injunction was
served and doc not know the attitude towvard the injunction.

] did not know of Mine "B" attenpting to re-open in Dec. 1937 or
Jan. 1938. -

] goted in the NIRB election Dec. 15. 1937 for PEA. I think the

cF T

election was fair and I na:s allowed to vote any way I wanted to.

nln the last part of 1939 I received notice to return to work at
Mine "B", I returned to work and received a job as track man a short time
later. I did not see the result of any large fires on my return.tc Kine
"B', there were a few.cave-ins. Several months after I retwned to work
at lMine "B" Charle hanon and a man nam sked me at Kine "B? if I
~ould join U7, I informed them I did not know if I wanted to join or not
as I was PMA at which time they stated if I did not join I may be too late.
No one threatened me if I did not Join UK. Several ‘months after I went

back to work I saw m-few utes after someone beat him very
badly. I do not know who him. was beat vhile he was in
his room at Mine "B".. I also saw two more nown men fighting. 1 do not

know why (R “2s beat.
"In the last part of 1940 I knew most of the men at line "B" were
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EE Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

’ Y 1 .~ .

b /e o N

: INTERVIEW WITH joining U.M.W. so I joined. I joined UMV through Charles
Bohanon, Bohanon promised he would get my son a Job a%

cont inued Mine "B" if I joined UMW. Bohanon got my son a Job at ifue
mgn, -

nIn Feb. 1941 I voted at the N.L.R.B. election PMA. This eleciicn
was a fair election. :

"] am now employed at Mine "B" and I am treated all right.

"I have had this statement consisting of five pages read to me and
it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

/-

INlinois
, opecial Agent - F.B.I.
Special Agent, F.B.I."

Witnessed:=-
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

b b7D

preymtrd (Y s:-::c-q,
Illinois, was intorwiewed at his home on September 1,

1943 by Special Agents rd Thic wman
is uneducated, and professed an 1nability “o read or write knplish, es~
cept his ovm name. He can understand English only when very simple,

M VTndim ninebin o awmn aobod ~@ hdwm e e vmnlre dom & wwosmer hd mlh ;mssnm b
s Gl YUTOWLIUI.W Gl T OOADUW Ul illile Py L -1 E}JLFJ\O Al & 'cl’ u.Lsu, H\iuﬁﬂvh,\

- Q j23
ql voice. Hé& claimed to have no criminal record, The following signeZ

: \ statement was obtained from _

"Springfield, Ill.
September 1, 1943

wre T

L

"l make the following voluntary statement to
an vher I koow to be Special Agen.s
91 Bn LI T aros nd 4 o AP mer s Pros w17 v

Valiiyg Vi Ilv WiTiL AL Wi 'l“&, AR Y

iga
made me.

~ I ' o
vV Wigw Fwidv i e

‘no force used, and no promises

4
C
2
:

w] presently live at Springfield, Illineis.

I am workiag at line B, I was born in
q I came to the United SUY
a naturallzed citizen in

"1 just i}oined a union, the United ifine Workers, in Opring-
13 ahaid wrsawe aon T +4n - o Dracwaneotuvwa Winae Linriors
oty Yk A B, (=) usv. PN JU = F ) vao 3_“__,“’ dondndid FFusd AR b W

-+ = 4 A

ke fd AP Nl o - wlnd A A

f america in !9!!, and went back to the U.M.W. in 1940. I nevor

held an office in any union. I started vork in Mine 3 when the. -
supcrintendent vas a man known as I was vorking at lfine B in 1932
when the P,¥.~, took over the union, and I followed the majority of
the men and joined the P.Y... From that time wntil thc strike

ir 1937, conditions at the mrnc were all right, and there was no
trouble,

1
+
19

be megtine an the ni

"I den emember any P.l.a. meeting on ight before the
strike and £ don't knuw the reasons for the strike. I think that

called the men out of the mine, but I don't know why, other
than that I heard it was becausc we didn't get a raise in pay. I
don't rcenember signing a P.M.#. petition, or any other one, in 1937,
and I don't know whether I voted in the 1937 olection or not. Be-
cause T can't read English, speak or wnderstand it well, I naver
took much interest in union meetings,

~ ﬂaﬂ“ﬂn‘%\\* +nl1d e that S £
A o d N e W ol EEL

T + - - o Y " -

ol Y L - Sl I La BULIIB .Il' Bl ! 6' ‘LM. LA b a & e
I stayed in the P, M.a, I couldn’t have & job at ifine 3, He told me thal
the men would go back to work, and the company would open up the mine,
if the men would join the U,N.W.

f
H
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E Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL, -

r L) < oD

Bl

£ TE “J1TH © *ibout two mouths after the Mine B opened in Z493>
~{ I went back to work, having been called to worx br ‘>4

(Continued). Elshoff when my room was ready, I donft rememher tho e,

that I should join U.M.%. or elsc I would get beat up, I was nLo.e~ he*
up, but I saw many men beat up in the mine by U.M.W, men. I cent waow
any of the names, I know that the sheriff beat up some men who &2 rot
Jjoin the U,M.w. I joined the U.UK.Vi. right after I went back to work st

the mine. I felt that I had to join to kecep my job and was afraid I vouid
be beat up if I didn't join,

s
time but I know that after the mine opened, a man known a Ghious /

*1 have never becn beaten up, but I am afraid to say anything agai.sh
the U.M. .., because I krow if I do, I will be beat up.

nTris statenent wos read to me in the presence of_ R
I state that this statenent consisting ol . tid ;- \ 7
pages is as'true as ' <

can romember the facts.

r+/

B.itnesses:

/s/

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Springfield, I1l1,%
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Re: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET AL

Lo LAD

NTERVIE: RITHB The following investigation was conducted by Spzcial
i ot SR - fE—
Il].inois’ on oep r » 1945,
ents interviewed WS ot his home at q
ﬁ- Iilinois, and he advised he has never becu arresie
) ' in his life. XHe

wi8 interviewed in the presence of his wife, sud it was
noted that although he speaks and understands the English language very well,
he could not recall things very rapidly, and his wife had to assist him in
recalling specific instances. It is felt that if- is needsd as a wit-
pess that he would make a fair witness.

furnished Agents with a signed two page typewritten state-
ment which 18 as follows: .

Il1.,
Sept. 1, 1943,

"I, I111., am making
this free and voluntary statement to an
whe are known to me to be Special Agents o e rederal Bureau o VeBliw

gation, United States Department of Justice. Ko force or threats have been
made me to give this statement.

¥I was born i.nmand cams to the United States
in and became a citizen nite ates in Illincis. I have not
worked for the last & years or so. I first joined a union and
when I ceme to U.S. I beceme a member of United Mine Rorkers, shortly after
I came to the United States. I never have been an officer of any uniom,
I started at Mine B in Springfield, Ill., about yeers ago or so. nhen the
split happe in 1932 or so when John L. Lewis wanted lower wagos I was
working at but efterwards I went to Mine B, I think I joined
P4 union went Lo Mine B, I joined the FAA of my own account beocause
I was against John L. Lewis anyway. Before the mine closed in 1837 OBCAR
FALCETTI of Mine B always segmed to favor the UMN over PMA even tho PMA was
the local there. For about{ll months before I got my job at Mine B Falcetti
would have me come out to tho mine every day and it seemod because 1 was a
essive and a MW man he would not hire me., Finally my brother-in-law,
% told me that Falcetti was hiring men and finally I saw Faloetti
tha

would work in any place and finelly he hired me,

"Most of the miners felt that PMA was a good union but there were
a few traitors in the place. I never heard any complaints against the Pro=
gressives and most of us miners were satisfied, I was a coal digger at Mine
B. I and other miners all felt that those PMA men convicted for the bombings
were all framed and were not gullty and we felt that UMW had something to do

- 431 -




C .0
Re: JOHN L, LEVIS, ET AL

[ ]
&1

INTERVIER VITH  with it. ~ & 7D

continue *I never suspected that Pi4h officials were stealing money
and we never had any special assessmentz llke “hay did

with UK. The Progressive union was run by us miners and it #esn't like

the UMv which was run by only a few, I attended es many sotl .g. as I could

of PA. To my knowledge mo UM\ men came out and bothered me tclore the mine

closed won in 1937 nor did I see any literature of W.. ¥Fe opo Iver

approached me about going over to UMW but I heard there weve sanc going

eround and this was before the mine closed. It was gossip that UMW had

spies in Mine B but I didn't know who they were.

— e
"ihile living in Springfield withm
I recall that he once said something ebout t w giving a big party and

he said that he felt before long that Nine b would be WA,

"I don't recall much about the contract running out in spring of
1837, I don't recall of going to the meeting the night before the mine
cbeed down. I don't recall of hearing enything sbout some men beihg sx-
pelled and I just don't recall when I first heard ebout it. I remembor of
being called out from the mine on the day it closed but I don't recall what
we wore told about it., The way I recall it the strike wes callod hecause
some spies were not fired and it was not over any wage queation. I still
have my tools out there in the nine.

%1 recall that on the day the mine ciosed the cars were loaded
short because the drivers would come and take the cars amay from us before
we could load the cars and many of mine were nmot full and it never happened
before except just that ome day. I can't recall the name of the driver. No

r

"ihen wo got called cut from the mine on the day it closed nothihg
was said to me that a strike was called, Seoveral weeks after the mine closc?
I signed a petition for FMA and I san't recall just where I signed it. ¥o
compulsion was used to make me sign it. I never signed anything for UMW
and I never would. I would have signed any petition for A then and may
have signed mnother one or two but I just can't recall for sure.

*1 heard something sbout WM forming a mew local but no ome asked
me to join it. I heard that Pete Cartor, was close with Ui but neither he

nor any others bothered me. I think I attended several rogular PMi meet-
ings during the summer of 1937 but nothing unusucl took place. I heard
sopething about Felcetti and some of the other traitors were working at the

_JJefforson Mine but I don't know anything more sbout it. I also once heard
something ebout Elshoff telking over the Jefferson mine, I never got any

notice that Mine B would reopen in Sept. 1937 but I heard about it and I
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Re: JOBN L. LE.1S, ET AL

o e VAN

PR

INTERVIE. LITH was out there the first day at the gate and I remember
that Falcetti got up and said something to us but I don't
recall what it was and then he let aome UMW mep go down

PR mtr mmd T camall dhad o Aad)om emamad nﬂnninmww’

.
P

e
. Tl
r F

continued)

(phonetic) was one who went down. I don't know if FMA had amy n'ggving as

to what they would do if mine opened as TMA., We then started to picket the
mine because I heerd thet Falcotti said they would open up the mine only

to WA, I was out at Mine B most of the time when we were watching the
grounds. It was very quiet out there and we miners just sat around and
smoked and ate and there waroc no fights or trouble. Ko one forced me to go
out cnd we were just protecting our jobs there. FMA did not bring in any
outsiders at all on that strike and it wes just the local men who were there.

*I don't recall of any UMW men coming out while the sit dowm
strike was on. 1 think I was out at Mine B when the Marshall ceme out but
I cen't recall just what hoppened except we all went homs.

"I recall hearing samething about the mine going to reopen as W
so I did not go out as I fclt there might be some trouble there. This was
after the Harshall wus therec.

BT wrmdnd od +ha i ecd HIDE algation and it ascamed o bs zlrisht as

& T wliid v Wik A AsPW AMhiihi/ VAVIVRLWVE Gl 4 W B GOMY Wi WO ALl AEILU e
far s I know. I never scw any strong arm methods being used. It wes a
secrot ballot and no ono forced mo to vote, I voted Progressive,

"Shortly after the above election it secms as tho I received a
letter from someone saying the mine was to reopon under Uiiw and beceuse of
that 1 did not evon go out to the mine. I always felt that the Progressive
Local was a better onc than tho Uw end I still feel that way and under the
Progressivo we mipers could say what we wented to say and no one hurt us dut

b B e TRIT LA masn s mmn  Teas e s maasn ma s mmoam P I I Py
MIIGET v 1T WAG U “y = ‘U" U FUu LD YD DU“JU UWH yuux muubn.

®Even tho P4 hod the mejority and won tho election we miners hears
e lot of gossip around that Elshoff had received a large sum of money froc
John L. lewis end we miners also heard that Elshoff 21t sorry that he ever
took the money othorwise he could have opened the mine back under Pik.

®] don't kmow much about what wont on from the time the first
clection wes held till the mine opened in the fell of 193%. In fall of 19839

T s oo Yaddoam m—sad—a e S oals —_— i R, T |

L BUw a LB I-VUI luy.l.ug J- hUHLU BV VUUA !-U WOI'K 111 7% Wrcam mp I Ol da.yﬁ.
1 wont over to Mine B the first day it opened and no
I belonged to. I went down the same da

e my old room wes caved in and he gave m
B for the time being and he tild mo to toke a fow shots in that. My old romm

was end they gave me when I went back. Nothing was said about
2 contract them, I felt thal our wages would be tho same as before. I

T W
e
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Re: JOBN L. LERIS, ET AL

L) e LS

INTERVIES T.ITH don't recall if any strangers were there or mot. I did
not vote at the second NLRB election as I was not work-
continued) ing there. During those 7 days I was there no one ssked
me to join over to WGV and I did not see any "‘15111-,5.
Since then I have never worked es I had arthritis then,

“The mine appeared to be in bad condition but all I saw was just
where they told me to go to. I never heard anything about a fire there
while the mine was closed.

*1 never joined over to UMW when I went back to work and I still
call myself s progressive and not a UMW, .

®Ihave read this 2 pago typewritten stetemont end it is true and

25 correct and I have signed it of my own free will.

oy

nitnozsesg:

Bpecial Agent, FBI, 8t. Paul, Minn,
peciel Agent, FBI, Milwaukee, wis,. i
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was interviewed at his home,
Springfield, Illinois, %7

S o Speciel Agents and —:}n
August 31, lgédadviled he did not have a crimina’ resord.

INTERV

7. ' . - .
o , —would not make a good witness as he does nct sgnank

1 » e ¥ 2 L - 1N mama d m ammbens wramina ms da d A P ade o

] - DELIBIL WOLL BUU 48 YOl )Y VARWD AD VU I1EF 1EVUVS.

o The following :-igned statement was furnished by —

*Springrield, Ill.,
August 31, 1943.

"I, . Bpringfielsd, T1l., ank:
the following voluntary statement to and whoo
know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of In~estiguiiGu. Bo forue.
threats or promises have been made ip cbtaining this statecnest end T ;i
that what I may say may be used in a court of law.

=

"In . becene & member of UMW when I was employed at Zaajimon
Cosl kine, Springlield, I1l. and remained a member of timt union until
1932, In 1932 my local Uk union changed to PAA for some uvniknovm reascm
and for that reason 1 joined FMA. X

was born in emmigretad Lo tha O. €.

ecame & naturajized citizen of the U. &.

2 -

y
£
’h
o]
;

0T hawe £ memrr -
i LIATVE r

-

"] was employed at Mine B" in about 1936 ona yerr nvicr to ths
strike at Mine "B" in 1937.

"From 1936 to May 1937 when I was emplcy=¢ 2% Wire "©" tl=
managemant of Mine "B” seemed to be onm good reletions with FEY, tnsie wace

no strikes or close-downs by the management. So far es I know ii:m —iliga.
ment of Mine “"B"™ did not attempt to persuade the men to return to T.\.w,

"I thought PMA was a good union and an honest union, thew=s w»sr: mo
unusual special assessments, I took no mctive part in union activi<ize.

"I knew nothing about the bombing cases.

"During the time I was employed at Mine "B" prior to the etrile
in 1937 there were no UMW pickets at Mine "B" and no literature wes
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. by LD

I"TERVIEN VITH distributed st Mine "B" by UMN. Xo one attempted
to convert me from PIA to UMN and 1 did not see or
hear of anyone attempting to convert anyonme from
PMA to UMW prior to lay 1937;

—

"I know nothing about the wage scale controversy in the Spring

of 1537,

"I did pot attend or know of a FMA mesting on the night of Xay 11,
1837 nor do I know if anyone was expelled from PMA in May 1937,

¥About May 12, 1937 I worked all day and upop leaving the mine
gomeons told me the mine was on atrike, 1 do not kmow why the mine
went on strike and no one told me why the mine was on strike,

*I do not remember signing any petitions in the Summer of 1937.

: "1 do not recall & new UMY local being formed in the Summer of
1937,

"Sometime in Sept. 1937 someonc left word at my home for me to go
to Yine "B"., I went to »ine "B™ and found acut the mine was being plcketed
by FMA., I remeined for & fov hours and roturned home. Fo one threatened
me if I did not picket.

"I obtained a position with APA soan after Sept. 1937 and took
no interest in Mine "B".

"I do not rember voting in tho ¥LRB election Dec. 15, 1837,

"In the last part of 1939 I rececived & letter from 'ine "B" to
report for work. I returned to Nine "B" to work immediately as e driver
and worked at ¥ine "B"™ for about one year at which time I was discharged
by Oscar Falcetti because I refused to drive s mule, From the time 1
returned to Mine "B" in 1939, I was frequently given a different mule,

I do not kmow the reason the mine kept changing mules on me,

"No one asked ms at liine "B"™ to change from FMA to UMW after my
return to Kine "B"™ in the last part of 1539.

Plotch and another man came to my home in 1940 to ask if I
would chnnge from Fi¥A to UMn.

"] was nover threatened by anyonc and I never saw eny violance
at ¥ino "B®™ during the timo I was employed thore in 1939 and 1940,
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bore -L/?A

YAt the time I was discharged from Mine "B™ 1 was a
menmber of PMA.

INTERVIEW “ITH

g
¥
.
«
-
K

continue

111,

, *] have had this four page statement read to me and it is true
and correct to the best of my knowledge.

R -~
#¥{tnessed:~

- Sp. Agt. F,B.I, - Spfld, 111, (signod)
Special Agent, F,B,I."(signed)
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07 INTERVIEw The followi invastigntion was oonducted by Special
4 # sgonts

£ Ilnnois on 8e ember 1,

Agents interviewed

m adgvised that
arrested in his life. r stated that —

Illincis, from 1937 to 1941,
It was noted that . very intelligent man and appeared

to know a 1ot sbout union affairs. Be stated that he would be willing to
testify 4if called upon but his wife remarked that if he did testify she

hoped he would not lose his job, He would make sn excellent witness.

In regard to the affidavit mentioned hereinafter it might be
stated that the same is file in the Springfield Field Division, and it is

one that was signed by and several other perggns at Illinois.
referenoce to CB.LRLB;&STH, {now deceassd) -

on August 25, 1937, and
P T . R ]

urnished agents with a signed statoment which he signed
and it is as follows:

CONTacLing nim ¥ relativs

and initiale

I11.
Sept. 1, 1943.
¥I give the rollowing ltatament to
end Bpoci

m wno are known to me to be Spoclal aAgsnts of the
ral Bur. of lnveste. No throats or promises have becn made me snd 1 make
this statement of my own free will and volition,

¥:tv address is — I11, I was borm in _

1 now work for Eubo!y Coal Co. Where ! have been employed for
the last @l yrs. 3hen I waa about‘ I joined the WiV at Auburn, Ill. I have
been a member of the "Pit Cormitten™ at the Verdin,Nine this was a PFMA
union and was before I went to Kine "B", I started at Mine "B" in Auge 1936

as & Track layer I was then a member of the PMi.

“From the time I started in Mine "BY, _ remembor that Falscettf
wes sors becsuse tho WM was letting the mines contracting with them have a

half hour clean up time to hoist in, the PMA would not permit this and

FALSCETTI was displeased. Boforo the mine closed there wus talk in the
mine thot the men were going TMw within a certain time,

| "My experience with the FMA has always been that it is a rank snd
file members Union. I attonded some meetings of the FMA while at Mine "BY
but not all. I took more interest in the Progressivos booausc of the dirty
deal we had gotten from the UM, There mever appeared to be anything crocked

in tho way the finences of ths FAMA were handled,
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IEw wITH "It wes the feeling at the time that the FMi miners
% who were convicted of the bombings had been given a
X raw deal and some thought they wore framed.
*I don't remember any trouble between PMA and My prior to the
strike. when one of the men was undorpaid for the work he was doing, the

Pit Committeemen instead of helping the mon with his grievance, which 1
believe was a just ome, took the part of the Co. The Committeoemen I

romembor werg~Joe albancse and andy Schrelevious, the man with ths grievance
was named

*I don't know uﬁything cbout any social parties or affairs held
by Elshoff.

*In the 8pring of 1937 we wero working under a temporary agreement
calling for retroactive pay after the contrect was reached. There was no
doubt in our minds that the PMA4 could not do as well for us as the WMw.

Prior to the strike thc men worked on feeling confident that everything would
be O.K. There was some telk that we might not get a contract but most of the
men peid no attontion to this.

®I recall that there was a meoting May 11, 1943, I don't kmow
if it was Special or Rogulor, I knew it was to be held but don't remember
how I kmow. The morning of the strike there was no talk or fuss concorning
pay. I don't remember there being any trouble that morning over anything.
The only thing I do lnow was that there were some cars loaded short, but I
don't imow why., I remember the mine shut down about ome half hour before
quitting time but I worked on through, I don't know what this was ebout., I

seem to remember t some refusal of Elshoff or Falscstti to recognisze
our representativ -

¥I recall signing several PMA potitione the summer of 1537, One
of these was a couple of wocks after tho mine closed., I signed it of my
own freo will., I heard of a WM. petition that sumner but I never saw or
signed it.

"I signed a 2nd Fii petition the summer of 1937 _this was to go to .
the Govt. for something. I signod this of my own froe will,

*]1 remember that a W local was formed the summer of 1937,

®I recall signing the affadavit of August 25, 1937. I re-affirm
the statements therein and acknowledge my signature thereon.

®Therc was pothing unusual that happened during the summer of 1937
oxcept that Chas. Bohannon and soms others came to -to got the men to
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INT 53 swing over but no one oontacted me.

{continued) ¥! remember when the mine opened in Bept. 1937 a whole
bunch of us were out there and some of the men who

were the trouble makers in the union went down _ they even went down in
cloan clothes. BSomo of those who went down wore "8am® Joe Albaness, gndy
8chrelivious, Dominic Pasquale, Pote Corter, Frank hustin, Tony Plotch,
Cotton Ararias, Geo. &.Emory Jacaway and Chas, Bohanon., It was understood
that &lbanese had bought the pepers of a fellow nmneg-«ho roturned to
the old country. g

“Falmetti came out and told the men to get back so those who wanted
to could go back to work. 1 believe the picketing started the next day
this lasted awhile and the men went hame then we heard the mine was to "'Fe
opened end we started picketing again for a while and then moved in on the
property. This waa done by local members to protect their jobs there was nc
outside help. I went out of my own will and so did the othars so far as

1 know,

*] got a job at theF the day or so before the Marshall
came to tell the men to leave the mine property. 1 have not been back
since,

] voted in the first N.LR.B, eloction and voted for FMA because
that was the Union I wanted. 8o far as I know this was a honest election
and there was no force used at this ocloction. I had the right to vote be-
cause I still had the right to go back and claim my job at Mine “B",

"I have read the foregoing statement of seven pages and so far as
T ean st this time rceall it is 81l the truth. I am therefore signing it

of my own freo will,
siged N
witnessed:

A
Spec. Agt. FBI) (St. Paul, Minn.)
Sept. !, !!!o - [ ]
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Re: JORN L. 1E7IS, ET AL . .

: 5’)@, Lo

al interviewed at his home on August 29,
and

1943, by Special Agentm m
H He gave information voluntarily an
It &5 believed tha make a good witness., He claimed to have no

aly.
criminal record.

The following signed statement was given by—

"Springfield, I1l.
August ?9, 1943,

"] he following statement freely and voluntarily
an vho have identified themsolves to
me as Speciat agents of the Federa reau of Investigation. No threats or

to
promiscs have been made to me to obtain this statemsnt.

"T presently residc at m Springfield, I1l.
am emnloysd in Panther Creel: Kine W
I came to the United States in
in a Fedoral court.

"] first joined a mine union i.r-\’lhen I was working in a mine
i.nm This was the United Mine Torkers union, I remained a member
of this n until 1932 when I joined the Progressive Minc Torkers of
america in Springfield, I1l. 1 first storted to work 2t Mine B about

and continued to work there until — I have never bcen an
officer of any union.

I

#Prior to 1932 there was not any ¢rouble betiuen Elshoff smd the
U.i'.%. at HMine B. In 1¢32 the miners became dissatisfied vith U.K.7. after
4t was said that John L. lewia had stolen the votes in an clection in that
year. The Progressive Uinc Torkers of America started up in that year. I
did not take any part in the formation of P.H.A., but joined that union
immedintely. Another rzason the miners did not like U.L.T. was the many
asscssnents imposed by that unién on the members. They were called “apecial
aasessments” and the o ficers of U.U.7. did not tcll the membors for vhat
mur-ose the assessments vere used.

uifter the formation of P. LA. in 1932, everything went smoothly
at the mine. Aa I recall therc vere no strikes or shut-dowmns. I don't
‘reeall any attempts on the part of the manazement of liine B to discredit
the leaders of F.lU.a.

n] did not go to many meetings of F.}.A., but when I did go to
neetings I ¥nov that I could have said what I wanted to at any time. The
laaders did not attempt to tell us what to do. If we did not attend the

!

- 441 -




¢ - Q

Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL

L7 Lap

INTERVIZ: “ITH  mectings, we were not fined. I was satisfied with the
P.H.A. leaders who I thought were always trying to help

the menbers. T don't roeall anvi'h'inr hairm antd in tha

P.li.A. meetinss about the banbinﬂa that uere happening
between 1932 and 1937. 1 only knew what I read in the newspapers,

PR Lt

“"If the P.i.i. ever asked for extra assessments, the leaders always
explained vhat the assessments were for, There weren't many assessmonts.

"From 1532 to 1937 there vere no attempts by the U.L.7., t»o ny
knowledge, to picket idlne D. I never saw any propaganda.

"I don't knou anything about any social contacts between the
menbers of the U.k.,”, and the manazenont of the mine.

hifter the temporary agrcement vas sipned by the P.ll.i. officials
vith the mine management, I don't recall that the P.lM... officials rave
any report on this agreement. I, as well as most of the niners, felt that
the P.lL... could get as good a vage scale as the U.Ii.7. could get. .ill of
us had faith in the F.M.... leaders. I don't recall any trouble at lline B
en pay days in /,pril 1637.

"I don't recall sseing any notice of the P.li.a. meeting just
before the strike in 1937, but I recall that I heard that there was going
to be a meeting. I don't know what the meeting was for, and I don't recall
that I went to the mesting.

®On the morning of the strike in lay, 1937, I don't recall any
talk reparding the warge scale. As I recall the F. H.u. men refused to go
into the mine if the U.iL',. went into the mine. I remembcr that I saw
Dominic Pasguale, Andy Schrelevious, and a third man arguing with the
P..LA. officials on the morninr of the strike. I don't know vhat they
were arpuing about. There vas sone talk at the mine on the day of the
strike about loading the ears swith short weichts to moke the mine manage-
nent sirn 2 contraet with P.ll.a. I did not load my cars short{, and I don't
knov if any miners dié load their cars short.

"I recall that I signed the P.li... petition whichm(l’h)
brought to my house. He told me that the P.lL.. officials vanted to f
out if the F.l.as had a majority of the miners in liine B on their side.
I signed this petition voluntarily because I wanted to.

%] recall that in the summer of 1937 Tony Plotch, Cotton Ananias,
and a third man, vho is now secretary of U.!L7. loca); came to my house
with a U.iL'. potition vhich they asked me to sign. Thoy told me that 4if
I did not sign the petition, therc would be no work at kine,B, and that the
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INTERVIE WV ITH nine would rcmain shut dovm. They alsc said that 4f
the U.U4.". got a contract with lino B, there would bo
better working conditions in Minc.B. I did not sign

AL L o ABAE el AL o 3R o e R,
LIAD PUVLITLON, 4Kl VviiC IR Gi0 NOoV LVOreawil s

"lobody asked me to join the nev local of U.M.7). whon it was started
in thc summer of 1937. 4t this tinme I favored thce P.l..., and would not
have joinod the U.IL77. 4f I had b.on esked. However, I do rcecall that
somc time in 1937, when and anothcr man whose
nenc I don't remonmber were a ousc, ion , Andy Schrelevious, and

camc to my housc. Thoy told no thet if I vanted to work,
sign up with the U.i.%. They said that tho mine would not rfoEn

..... I.."”"’

- Al vl 1T
5 Wil IXn aJ-blh-u R ot 4.uu olin.in .L ua.u NUU DLUK up ek eid v-.u .. F

’ at that tinc was not cmployed 4n iinc B, but w:s an U.iL7. organ
o

had buen brought into Springficld to org:mizo thy non for U.lLT.

nIn Scptenmber 1937 I received a notice from iMnc B that the nine
was poing to reopen. .t this time I did not know of the attitude of
P.i%A. about the ninc boing opened under U.lL'7., or as an open shop.

't know when the picketing started in 1937, but I rchcmber
t

!».-n# I nn inated 4l 4t T 111n+ +n +|-\- mn'l’"n" 14"\:, on My omm o ne

+* wid

Vikah W & e .'I-W bl AW l-l w i W WWL -
I saw only locz2l men there and there swero no strangers. To ny kmowloedge
the purpose of the pleket was to keop out U.lL”". mon.

"I don't rceall receiving any noticc of the desire of thc manage-
nent to reopen the nine in Deeember 1937, Hovover, I received a notico
from the National lobor Relations Board and from the U.idll, about tho
election in that month. I wont to the election voluntarily, and voted
for the P.:LA. in the Stotc armory, Springficld, I1l, Nobody told no

hon 42 wote at thie cloetion., T roscived nmy h«‘)'laf from o governnmont

official) at the clcction place, and votcd for Pl e nnont

thce ninc in 1639 sndy Schrclcvious and
a man fron 5t. louis ¥nom a M camc to my housc and asked mc to
Join the U.iL.7. Thoy told mc mine would opon as soon as tho U.iL7.

secured a majority of the nmincrs. de not worked in the mine
prior ¢» the strike, and I think th:t hc wos brought here by the UK.

"Prior to thc opcn

to organize for U.IL..

#I rcecived o notice from iHine B that the mine was going to open
in Novembor 1939. I tas told that Boeausc the room in which I h.d worked
had caved in, ther. w.s n> vork for mc at that time, but that I would e
notified whcn there was a room for mc, later I rcceivod a notice from the
mine snd started to work apnin at Ydne Bs  There had becn some cave-ins
at the ninc, but I don't know how much 1t would huve cost to open the mine,
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Re: JORN L. LEIS, ET AL

7 bapn
INTERVIE . " ITF Biftor the mine opened in 1939, and his
buddy, also lnowm m bth o wre from 8%.
cantinu Louis, ¢wo torw at the nino, an¢ told me

thot if I did not sign up with U.K.7., I would not have

ny Job. They perely talkod t5 me, and did not threaten me. 4t this time

I was working in tho nine with Andy Schrolevious, who did not speak to me
about. Joining U.2L°, ’

" hile working in linec B after 1939, I know that U.M.7. mon were
gettin- better rooms in which to work than P.l..i. men throush the manare-
oentts favorin~ U.l. /..

NPl A o e

(] ”»
L 3 M WEDG W ukehd W

raary »
U..h7¢ In the eloetion of February 19 1, I votad for P.l.a
liked that union better than U.ILT.

Y don't recall vwhen I jJoinmed U,IL™. in 1941, but it was shortly
after the eloction. I only sipned up with U.l.77, 8o that I could get a
job at inc B. I still preferred P.iLA. ~

"On the dry of the eleetisn in Fobruary 1941, th: officers of \\
U,I1.7. spokc to thc rmincrs in Mnc B and told them to vote for U.lL'.. . \‘. !
They said that they h:d to vote for U.ILL., or }ine B vwould not open up. Fy
They 2180 szid that Elshoff would not recognize P.ll.i. The statoments by | /
thcs: men scarcd many of the niners who then voted for UM : il

3
pages has b\, r

itnessos:

- | )

!pcc!a! xgen!s, m,

Springficld, I1l.®
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ot

was interviewed near

IRTFRVIE: WITH o
nois, September 1, 1943, by Special Agents o
aggthwhich timo he executed

i
B
4
3

o

a signed statement._FTs reads and writes
English feirly woll. He 1s cmploye and quit
1 the mines in 1939. He did not teke an active part in union activities at

' any timc and, thcrefore, hds knowledge of facts pertinent to this investigs-

{ " tion is moager. It is belicvod he will make only & falr witness due to his
lack of portinent informotion. FHc has boen in 111 hoalth for a number ol
ycars and has no known criminal record.

! Tho following is tho signod statemont obtained from {NEGN

—

O .
September 1, 1943

"I moke the following voluntary statement to
and ho arc Specinl Agents of the Foderal Bureau of
nvcstigation, Mo threats or promiscs of any kind have beon mads to get me
to makc a stat-ment and I kmow it moy bo used in & court of law.

" 22020202020 L. A—

I vas born q I canme to U. 5. inF
and am & citizon of U, S. such citizenship ine been derived throug
my parents. I began working in the minc ot end joined U.M.\ .a.
then in Yl I bavc novor held any office in any union,

"ibout —I Yogan working at Mine "B" as an entry driver.
In 1932 I chenged from UMv to Flh. bocausc the U.M.W. dues were too high.

"is for as 1 know thc miners and Elshoff got along Ok up until the
strikc in 1937, Thore worc no strikes or close-downs during this time.

"1 did not hoar of any lebor spios at !'ine "B™ prior to the strike.
——

n.,s far a8 I could sce therc was mo difforencc in thc wage scale of
the two wnions beforo tho strikc in 1937, I did not kmow of amy spies working
at :dne "B" and I did not know that some men worc oxpelled from P,}.A. for
bcing spies. I romombor on tha day of the strike my buddy ‘sked
me if Hzle had seen me about joining U.M..). I said no and he told me that
Eale had asked him why he didn't change over to U.K.%.

‘"1 worked a full day at Fino "B" thc day of the strike and did not
sec any cars loaded short. I d4id not know of tho strike until I went to
work the next day and some of the men net me out in the road and told me
that tho mine was on striko.
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Re: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL

L1 e L 1>

INTIRVIER WITH "I don't recell signing eny petitions in the summer of 1987, . -~

1 saw in tho paper that the mins was going to reopon but
continue 1 was working on my small farm and didn't go to work, Soms-
timc in October 1937 the Union came around and told us

each man would have to siend so much time picketing at the mine. 1 picketed

for ahout a weck or two and came home,

"I was not prasent when the injunction- was served on the pickete.
I hoard some way or saw in the paper thet the mine would reopen just after

thc injunction but 1 did not go to the mino to work.

"In December 1837 I voted irn the NLRB election and in my estimation
it wes just as fair an election as it could possibly be.

"I quit paying dues to P.M.A. at the time of the strike and I did

not join any union after that, I quit working in tho mines and did not
pay eny ettention to them after I voted in the election in 1837,

ST o)

¥ itneescd:

Special Agont, F.B.I. (signcd)
SPC Agto F.BnIl) sp!‘fld, 111.“
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RE: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET AL
A

%

. INTERUTE, ITIH WILLIAM 1., RYAN The following is a resume of the interview

conducted with Mr. UILLIAY !, RYAN, 801
South Dou.las, Springfield, by Shecial

A.ent in Charpe FR'D HALLFORD and Special Agent —on the bre
afterncon of #August 25, 191{»3i

¥r. RIAN is 62 years of aje, is retired from the coal business
and presently resides at Bul South Douulas, Sprinzfield, Illinois. Previous
to his retirement in the Falil of 1741, at which time he sold Springfield
Mine "A" to CARL ELSHOFF, subject in this case, he had operated this

mine for approximately 19 years both under the United Mine Yorkers and the

rrozressive Mine Workers of America.

“hen the break cane betreen the United line Workers and what is

now known as the Procressive liine vorkers of America in 1932, Hine “A"

and Uine "B" emplorees decided that they desired to be represented by the
Progressive line workers of smerica. At that time Mine "A"™ was shut down
and lr. RYAYM called a meetinz of his employe:s and asked them what the; de-
sired and they stated the desired to obtzin a contract under the Frogressive
Yine »orkers of America. Accordin ly, lir. RYAN entered into a contract with
this union and continued this rclatioushi> until the sale of the mine in

the early Fall of 1941. T

The matter of makinz a contruct was handled t.hrou;h the Illinois
Coal Froducers Association. This association, according to Mr. RYAN, was

“completely dominated by four or five of the largest coal mines in the state

and all areements entered into which bound mines being operated by the
Progressive Winers worked more or less to the particular benefit of these
four or five mines. In order to bclong to this association, it was neces-
sary to pay a small tax upon each ton of coal mined amounting to approxi-
mately one or two mills. Mr. RY.i' stated that he felt personally the bene-
fits derived from membership in the Coal Producers Association were not
worth the expense and, subsequently, he dropped out although still making
his contract with the Frogressives in accordance with the former rules.

Mr, RY:N had no definite information concerning the situation
of Mine "B" and CARL ELSHOFF but felt that ELSHOFF dropped out of the Coal
Producers Association for possibly the sane reason as he did.

At the heijht of its pouer, lir. RYAN estimated that the Progres-
sives had betveen 60% and 75% of all miners in Illinois in their union, -
This union has stoadily dcclined due to the rniding of Progressive Mines
by the United Mine Torkers and by the United Minc uvorkers' bwying off the
outstanding organizers for the Frogressives,

The mine workers in Mine PB" includcd somz of the most radical
elenont of the Progresaives, scveral of whom were convicted in Federal
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RE: JOKN L. LE.IS, ET AL

INTZRVIE " UITH TILLIAY M, RYAN Court of violence in commection with the
(continued) — T mine bombin; cases. Mr., RYAN informed that
numerous difficulties arose at Mine "B"
betmeemthe Pit Committee and the Mana_:cnent and thzt there were, in fact,
work sto.pagcs of ENort durction lasting perhaps as long as two or three
days. I+ also appeared that the frogressives at Mjpe "B" were able to obtain
concessi'ns which woers ovtside the scope of the contract which the Progres~
sives had vwith that mine. In spite of these éifficulties, Mr, RYA™ was of
the firm opinion that the men at both Mine *E" and Mine "A" were content
to be members of the frogressive union and so indicated their desires in
the elction held in 1337, at which thers was an overwhelming: majority of
votes for the rrogrcssives as the bar ining a.ent for them at Nine ®BW,

- Durin: the time that L. RY:i% o.urzted Mine "A" he was not aware

of any roiding tuctics ¢ ajitation of the Jnited organizers at his wine,

Privious to the strike ian day ol 1937 Mr. RIL advised that ELSHOFT had com-
~lained to him on varisus occosions concerning his difficulties with the
Proressive lfiners and inxiscctod some inclinations tonard the United Uine

workers, Ir. RYAY attributed scie of the difficulties arisin: at liine "B

to the ovorbearing tactics of taw Mine Superintendent, OSCAR FALCETTI. !
These officials vwerc reluct nt to dezl with thc officials of the Proprassive

¥ine orkers and he knew of acturl occasions when ELSHOFF had either ordered}

or run D.l] MeGILL, Progrossive ifine official, off the Mine "B" property.

This activity, it should be noted, was carried on prior to the strike in

Yo, 1937. Mr. RYAW's cormoents uwoon vhether or not any other mattors, such

as wa-ss, enterad into the difficulties actually precipitating the strike

on May 12, 1937, vere thet EISHOFF had stood just all he could from the
Frogressives and closed the mine rather than deal with then further, ow-\ /
ever, .r. RYaY is positive that ELSHOIT would never have closed this mine

for amyihin; more than on a temporary basis, unless he had received defini /
assurunce that his expenscs for thc upkeep of the mine would bs insured.

Mr. RY.N estimated that 4t would cost ELSHOFF between_$5000 and
$6000 a month to kee: his mine in shape durin; the time it was shut
He was awarg t ELSHOFF had to %I 820,000 a year rovalides 10 the mine
owner, a MrBOITZES of Peoria, Illinois, who is also the lessar for Mine
npn, Insofar as he kne , “LSHOFT ket the mine in ;ood shape and when it
opened in November of 1539, it would have required only two weeks' work
cleanin,, up to put it in full operation. %*his wouid have necessitated an

initial outlay of from $1v,000 to $12,000. In sccordance with th: usual
custon of wa_.e payments, ELSEQFF would not have had to pay his miners any

+l s wages until thirty days after operations were started, &t which time he
o should have beer minin: onough coal to meet his payroll and maintenance
gxpenses, ’
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RE: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

INTERVIE™ T7ITE TILLL.. Y. RInN The following focts were related by Mr.
— RYAN relative to the sal: of Mine "B" to
ELSHOFF: ———

He and ELSHOFF hod been trying to got topether with the mine
owner in Peoria relative to th. purchase of a small railroad which would
facilitate the noveme-t of coal fronm hoth pines and result in a consider-
able reduction of operation and transportation exjense. ELSHOFF proved to
be the stumbling block irn: thesz nezotiations in his final refusal $o partici-
pate and at that time, which was in the latter part of april, 1941, ir,

RYA!" made the idle remark to ELSHOFF that he was coing to get out of the

mine business and was ready to seil his mine, ELSHOFF mromptly asked him

how much he would tcoke i‘ur ids prooser-y. KA was surprised and stuited he
wviould have to consult wi-zl thz ccccocuntants and male an inventory of the
properties before he eo2ld make en estin.to, but staied it would be around
$60,000. ELSEQFT infor.d thot he thou, fht cerhaps his eople misht be inter-
ested in makin: a purchoce at that price. EYE thought ELSIOFF was joking
and gave the mattor no Jurvier ettention untii he received a tolephone call

from YISHOFT fron some point ia "-L"CO“JS'J.ﬁ Jain inquirir‘g as t¢ hov mich ht:" A
vould sell the winc for. It mic Hr. ¥l : ing

fishin; in_uwisconsin. MT% t of ¥is :.gt. 12
United f4no workers, and anoth r Person by the W Lfter a
conmdlete invontory of his pro-certic., RILY informed ELSHCE vas

volued at $75,000 and that was the price thoet he would accept for his lease.
ELSHOFF stated that he did not foel his jpeople Would pey that much.

Tvio morc contzcts werc nade by TLSHOFF with ‘II;.I’- on this matte

FIO T R IS Ge
ein: by t:lephone froa some sanitariun at Nilvaukee, wisconsin, whe

ELSi-'OFF was purportcdly t.kinz an aleoholic cure, , v

[

I
",
1

In view of the fact that his lease was expirin~ within a few
months, lir, RVa  decided that ii he was propositioned age.in by TISHOIF he would
wakc the sale, but only on the condition that ELSHOFT would make a down-payment
g_:f__glo,n&‘to show his good faith ond a;regc to certain othsr stipulations.

lr. R¥s» left these instructions witl his Sup rintendent, D. G}{B.T-JS-‘T, at

Mine "A" and went on & vaction trip to Seattle, “ashington. He had hardly
arrived at Seattle. \lashin: r1'nn vhan he received a oo ,1 from Vr. BEST that

A A Fwew By Wl Wvaw§ PR Tisa il g Ves cowaAr smw @ W W e Y Sad

Lr(\’ \WRIEY and 0SC.R FLLCETTI had come to his office and wmanted to complete
the sale of Mine "a". Mr. RY.J! instructed BLST to confer with F,ICETTI and
3 URLEY to see if they were in accord with M, RYill's stipulations on the
sale. Ho subszquentl . received a call from BEST stating that a counter-
offcr had been made givin; the detuils, and thzt GOURLEY and FALCETTI felt
that $5,000 was all that they could place on dePosit. ir. RY.lT countored
with the proposition, accepting the §5,u0u retainer and outlining the pro-
visions under whici: he was willing to sell, GOURIEY and F.1CETTI who were on
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RC: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL

INTERVIE ~ VITI LIILLAL M, RYAN the telphone at that time stated they would .
(continued) — confer with their attorney, Mr. BURKE, to

moa 3£ n‘l"l =aa n”nnnl-\"
DT Ad 1= EA‘FH“U‘G.

¥r. RYal was-subsequentlg notified that the terms were apgreeable
and that ev-rything would be drawn up to complete the transaction upon his
return to Springfield.

¥r, RYAN returncd to Springfield and found that he was dealing

with GOURIEY KE and FalCETTT, instcad of ELSHOFT. The principsl actor,
anneared to bc BURKE, who gave RYnH his personal check for §5,000 as & re-
tainer. RY« then asked wher- ELSHOTE w.s, inasmuch as the original negoti-

ations were started by him, and he was informed that he was in \iisconsin
taking a cure. 7This information uas given to RYii by F.LCETTI. RYLN then
asked who tho principals ere vho ELSHOFF reprosented anl both GOUZLEY amd
F.ICCTTI assured him thuat therr had the pover to act and that Mr. RURKE, re-
presenting these principels, could handle tine entire details. 3she traps-
action was coupleted andagein a personal check of 355,000 was deposited by
Mr. BURYE at the First Netionzl Bank. &ll partics went to the bank and Mr,

RYV.JI rec.ived the $55,000 in cash.

Hr. REYuN was fairly certain that all the employees of his mine
were well satisfied with the repr.sentation they vere obtaining from the
Frosrissivos, with one or tuo possible exceptions. He recaelled that one
of his engineers complzined on one occasion of the excessive deductions
for the Irogressives, indicating that it was round $23,00 or $24.00. 4ccord-
in: to lr. RV.R, thesc deductions werc excessively heavy at that period,
inasmich «s5 the, wcre made to defor expenses of the trial of members of the
Proarcssives indicted in thc mine bombing cases. Lr. RY.U was not femiliar
with the circumstances umnder which Mine "." becaue organized by the United
Mine “orkers, He stoted there was an air shaft located on the line betwsen
the two properties of Minc "a" and Mine "B". However, he was not aware
that this shaft had connucted the tvio mines, zlthough thc workings of
¥ine "B" were only a short distance from this shaft., As a business man he
felt it would have been impracticil for ELSHOFF to tuke out the coal in
Mine "A" through Minc "B" with United employe:s if thc shaft constructed for
Yine #B" could handle only « certain cnount of coul and such a course
neccssitated the closing down of lMine "B? in order to operate Mine Ma". He
vias not avarc as to whether any threats had been made io line Ta® in such a
fashion as to induce Uine ™" employees to become members of the United
Hine workers union.

Shortly after iine "B" closed down in 1937, RYall entered into an
azrcenent with the santher Qreek 1fines for the purchase of cozl vhich was i
to be 80ld on a brokeragc basis, RY.II stated that ELSHOFT had approached f

him on this matter at first but that he wvonld not deal with DLSHOT'F because
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RE: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET al

INTERVIE! UITH WIL: Lal! M. RYLN he, RYiN, had no faithe¢in ELSHOFT's
{(contimied) ~ word or, particulurly, his financial / /
C

' ability to meet his obligations.
it was lr. RYa.N's understandin; that ELSHOFF obtained a much better deal Irom

the Peabody @asl Gomeny, who have alvays opercl
Y¥ine workers, It was his undesrsianding that ELSHOIF obtained a conm:i.ssion A”
BI SOFNich would have been highly mrofitable inasmuch as the usual com— A
mission is not more than 12¢ or 15¢ a ton.

Mr. BYAY alsp knoy: that ELSHOFF .t that time had attempted to
purchase ranther Creck Mince from its owner, GE(“?G?@F‘“O"OI EISHOFT also  “~_
spoke to Mr. RUAll about the possible purchase of Anotfier wine located in |
Southern Illinois in Bond County, which was organized by the rfrogressives.
¥r. RY. advised that SLSHOIF attempied to pucchase anothwr Progressive mine
located in Fulton Uounty. He said that these negotiations were probebly
carried on with 2 person by tho name of BC;%RGI—IK of Pulton County.

The information concerning the alleged mecting o
“ULLIV.N and ELSHOFF immocdiat:ly : of Mine
larged upon by Lir. RY¥all,

LSorrTre T HITATNG AT
i Dy Bl UG

£
*" was not en~-

dential source as to its reliability.

Perhaps the most pertinent thing discussed with Mr. RYAN was his )
conversation with R, ID\TINSOY curdy in 1937 concerping collzboration with
the United Mine Workers in their organizati mal efforts in Kine "g". ¥r.
RY.I; stated that EDMIDSON called him dowyl to hds office in the United Mine
norkers “uilding and after discussin: general wetters finally came to the
point of the intcrvien, asking ir., RU.i what he ‘thought of the United Mine
“.orkers. lr, RYAU's answer was norc z- less non~-cormittal 28 he stated he J )

pbai nothing agsinst the United Mine “frkers, and thon EDITIDSON countered
with the proposition that he, RY.l, ter into some sort of an & reecment or
deal with EDIUIIDSON 1n order that thf could rct the Jrogressives out of
¥ine A", RY.A! then told ED"UTID"-OU hat he could not do such a thing that
he wanted to0 "go to bed at nizit wifh e clear conscience®. EDMUIDSOi; then
asked what RY.l th ught that GZOR LIV.N at Panther Creck or another
] pperator at some other Frogressive’liine would do along thosc lines, RYLN |
s told EDMUID30N that he would have to see (ZORGE SULLIVAYN to find ocut ahout:;
d that, that he was running Mine ™A™ and that he could not and would not '
enter into an~ such proposition.

{
From Lr, RY:N's ¢ nversation with EDIUNDSOMN, RYAIl recelived the ",”

A s ey W lee Y e L R e

definite inpression thut if he we-e out. any expensc durim the organizatlonali
effort of the United Mine workers, EDMUNDSON would toke care of him, Ur. k
N stzted that he told EDI'U}IDSON the.t he would.n t have arvt.hinrf to do with
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RF: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL

INTERVIE D UITH WILLIAN 14, RY.N  such a proposition, that even if he went

{continued) through with it, after United had organised
Mine "4" ther would simply turn on him then.

This torminated the interview and he was never approached again by EDMUNDSO!,

In commenting on thc current situztion at Mine A" and Mine “B®
¥r. RY.I fclt that a oumber of emoloyees were entirely dissatisfied with the
situation as far as the United UHine Workers were concerned and, nerticularly,
with EISHCOFF for whom they had very little use. In fact, he knew of some
of the miners who would not even speak to ELSECFF. Again, he attributed
most of the di._iculties at lfine "B"™ to the overbearing and non-conciliatory
attitude of F.ICLTTI.

Inasmuch as 3¢ will b. necessary to interview Mr. RVaN from time

to time in the cause cf *“his investigation, ro si ,.ed stateaent wes taken
froon him in commection with the preliminary intervies,
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEN WITH Mr, ROBERT C. SOLOMON who resides at 810 8outh Glenwood
ROBERT C. SOLOMMN Averme, Springfield, Illinois, is presently the President
T of Panther_Creek Coal Company whic?f is located in Bpring-
field, also. Mr, SOLOMON maintains an office in the Ridgely Building and was
interviewed by Bpecial Agent relative to any approach which was
made to him or to officials of his company by RAY EDKUNDSON in 1837 relative
to closing down the Psnther_ Creek Mines in order that they might be organited
by the United Mine Workers of America. BHe was also interviewed for any de-
tails concerning recent attempts by subject CARL H. ELSHOFF to purchase the
Panther Creek Mines.

Mr, SOLOLION, who was vary cooperative, advised that he had heard
that his brother, GEORG.: B8OLOON, who is now dead, was apprcached by RAY FD-
MUNDSON several yea:'s 27¢, and at thet tino FDMUNLSON attempted to persuade

£ _ s an . - - P
him to shut down the qu"hs; Creek Mines i. order <hat crganlzativn of these

mines could be underteken by the United Mine Workers of America. The Panther
Creek Mines according to ir. SULOMQY have been organized by the Progressiye
Mine Workers of Ameriic since the inception of this union in 1932,

e e s =

possible purchase of the Panther Creek Mines were made by Mr. HARRY

a representative of the Baltimore & Chio Railroad Co. who resides in
Illinoie. Mr, ALLEN first epproached Mr. SOLOMQN regarding this matter in
the summer of 1941. Agcgrt_‘l_inn’ to Mr. SQLOMGN.ALLQ wan rpsnoggib]__g for brin:-
ing ELSHOFF into the picture, ELSHOFF had several telephonic conversationn
with Mr. SOLOMON during e period of severe] months reletive to the proposal
to purchase the mine. In the initisl stages they were particularly interestec
in the Auburn Mine which, elthough shut down, was potentially s very produc-
tive mine, 4

Mr, SCLOMCKN informed that the first negotiations reletive to tﬁ
icago

During these negotiatio . SOLOMN stated that he was repre-
sented by two attorneys, Mr. L. EFFERLE and Mr, JOHN WX BARBER, who have
offices in the Reisch Building, . SOLOMON stated that he' finally insisted
that if ELSHOFF were actunlly interested in the purchase of his mines that 50
they have a conference, This conference wns held on June 11, 1942, in tha_——-/'n

offices of the Panther Creek Company at which time Mr. SBOLOMON wns present
with his two attorneys, and ELSHOFF alone., There they came to a more or less
definite agreement as to what the proposition would be and letters were ex-
changed regarding the same, the originale of which were obtained from Mr.

sOLAMAN,

At that time Mr, SOLOMON stated that he desired to know just what
the financial ability of ELSHOFF waus to enter into such a contract which
would involve at least $400,000,00. Mr. SOLOMON stated that he esked Mr,
ELSHOFF where he would obtain the money and ELSHOFF told him, "You ought to
Inow", Mr. SOLOMON informed that it was common knowledge around Spr:.ngi‘ield

— ——— e ettt e e
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RE: JOHN L. LB¥IS, BT AL

INTERVIEW WITH among coal operators end those interest in coal mining
ROBERT C. SOLOMOM  that ELSHOFF had obtained money for the Mips *B" and
{contInuad) Mine "A" ventures from the United Mines Workers of Amer

ica and JOHN L. LEWIS, In fact, Mine "B® is commonly
referred to as JOHN L, LENIS' mine, However, at thiz meeting or at no othe
time d8id ELSHOFF indicute that he actually did obtain the money from the United
Mine Workers. Mr. SCLOMON had been edvised, however, from sources whose re-
liebility could not be ascertained, thgj;_jLSHuuring the time of these
ue_gotlatlong__h_d..@;m_to—h&ehzng'bon—-DrG.—«tth Me. ALLEN to confer with JOHN
I... LE¥IS and arrange for financings ——

It was Mr, SOLOMON's belief that his attorney, PEFFERLE, took more
than e casuzl interest in what wis going on with reference to the possible
sale of the Panther Creek Mines to ELSHOFF, and possibly acted ae a go between.
PEFFERLE on one or two occasions said that ha wes convinced that ELSHOFF could
obtain the money and would live up to his contract., Mr. SOLOMON knew that
ELSHOFF would have, therefore, financial backing because before entering into
eny negotiations st a2}l with ELBHOFF he had made an appropriate inquiry inte
ELSHOFF's financial responsibility, and knew that he personally did not have
the money to purchase the Panther Creek Mines.

Mr., SOLOMON stated that after ELSHOBF's mine closed in May of 1937
he purchased coel from the Panther Creek Company in order to satisfy his
custamers. This corl was purchased outright and sold by ELSHOFF. ring the
course of these transoctions ELSHOFF beceme deeply indebted to the Panther
Creek Compeny, end Mr., SOLOMON advised that eventually he had to settle for
$4,000.00 or 55 000,00 less than the contrnct price in order to get his money
out of ELSHOFF., After that he d4id not deal eny further with ELSHOFF because
of his unreliability.

It was efter this that ELSHOFF began dealing with the Peabody Coel
Company, end it wad Mr, SOLOMOK*s understarding that Errangements were made
through Mr. G‘EORGB"'Rm &t Chicago; fitinois.—Ee-understood—thst ELSBOFF
acted only a8 a broker golhg out BITINZ The coal, and that all deAlsy.
invoices, etc., were made out by the Peabody Compeny, giving ELSHOFF only a
commission on what he sold. Mr. SOLOMDN understood that this wes e 157 cam-
mission on rll snles; however, he could not be certain, and was of the opinion //
that if an inquiry were. dlreﬂtﬂd to Mr. REED he mould answer_honestly concerp-
ing these details. Mr. SOLOLON hnd nlso heard that during the period in which
¥ine "B" was shut down JOHN L, LEJ/IS became more or less disgusted with ELSHOFF
and ct one time through Mr. REED attempted to persunde the Peabody Coal Tampany
to take the mine off his hands. TTT— e

e e

speciel Agent B 1o wos at the time of this interview in
Chicago, Illinois, making inquiry into certain matters pertaining to this case,
was telephonically contacted and furnished with pertinent infomation concern-
ing REED and A.LEN as obtained from Mr. SOLOKON. —conduotsd approprizte
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS ET AL

INTERVIEXN WITH inguiry which appears also in this r rjy.,

ROBERT C.
continued) Inasmuch as the attorney, PEFFERLE,

viewed until after an interview wi INDMARSH, Repre-
sentative of CIC, no signed statement was teken from Mr, UOLOMQN ineaemuch as
the detciis ¢f this picture are not complete as yet. However, the following

not to be inter-

letters we e voluntstily furnished to Bpecial Agen y Mr, BOLOMMN
which pertain to the attempted negotiations vy E.8 to purchnse the mine.{/
It ie noted in ELSHOFF's letters tnat he continually refers to "we". It is

difficult to ascertain whether by this expression ELSHOFF wus refering onmly
to himself in a collective eenge or whether it also included other individuals.
These letters are set fcrth as follows:

“June 11, 1942

"Mr, Carl H, Elshoff
"Springfield, Illinois

"Dear Mr. Elghoff:

"Thié i to confirm our discussion this morning, wherein it was in-
dicated tha nther Creek Mines, Inc, is willing to lease to you all of its
coel mining bproperties, with the option to purchase or to renew, all on the
following basis,

®"Term of Lease: 10 years.

"Rent: koyrlty besie of 10 cents per ton on production; minime
royzlty of 390,000 per year.

"Taxes, Insurence end Repairs:
Tc be paid and carried by Lessee.

PAidditional Coal Rights: Lessor to purchase and provide 2il ad-
ditional coel rights which Lessse mny reguire for the con-
tinued operction and develomment of the mining properties;
or, on failure so to do, Lessee to have privilege of ace
quiring, at Lessee's expense, such additional coal rights
with a credit of five cents periton on coal produced there-
from.

®"Personr]l Property: Lessor will sell to Lesses, at invoice price
or other feir precsent welue, all explosives, supplies,
mined cecal, unused ttimber, mules, unused repair parte
and replacements, and unused tangible personel property
used or for use in the operation of the mines.
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RE: JOHN L. LBEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY WITH
RORERT C. SOLOMON
{oomrtinued) - -

"Guarenty: Lessee to deposit in Bpringfield Merine Bank
400,000 to be held in ezcrow and invested in Lessor's
cc'tlatersl note for thet amount, peyable to lessee in i.
installments of £40,000 per ysar, with 3% interest, by
crualt on royeltiss., The $4CC,000 to be actually used
in teking up all indebtedness of Lessor and its Presi-
dent to s~id Bank including spproximately $250,000 in
bonés - liens on the coal mining properties of Lessor;
eaid Honds to be nrt cancelled but held es collateral

securicy for the puynent of said collatersl note,

MReteil) Uffice: Lessee to take over Lessor's city retail
office rent and other incidental expenses, from the
tiize ¢f transfer of possession of mines,

"Options: At the expiroticn of the ten year lease, Lessee to
have clternzte options:

"(4) To purchase the leased properties for $400,000,
plus emounts hareaftor poid by Lessor for addi-
tional coel rights, with 3, interest thereon;
or,

"(B} To renew the lease for enother ten yeers on scme
terms, with further option to purchase the leased
properties et the end of extended period for
3100,000, plus amounts hereanfter peid by Lessor
for additionel coal rights, with 37 interest thereon.

"This of course is only for prompt acceptence as to major terms,
with the understanding that.necesscry deteils be worked out later,"”

Yours truly,

President®

"July 64h} 21942

"Mr. Bobert C. Bolomon, Fres.,
®*Panther Creek Mines, Inc.,
SSpringfTera; iinots—
"Dear ¥r. Solomon:e-
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RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH
ROBERT C. SOLOMON
{continued)

3
3
;

*
[T

"Referring 'to your proposition of June 11th, 1942 in which you
outline & plan for the sele of your mining properties.

"The arran_ ement suggested is not satisfactory, and we decline
to sccept it in its form. 1 em still interested in buying these mines end
am willing to meet with you end with your consent sutmit to you & proposi-
tion in different form and possibly et e lesser walue. :

"First, we howe in a discussion of the matter to esteblish a
fair velue of the properties and then to arrive at a satisfactory method
of payment of them. I might scy now there is no objeotion to advancing
the ¥400,000.00 as cutlined.

"4weiting ycur reply indiceting thet you are interested in re-
ceiving such a proposition, I am,

UM8oringfield, Illinois
"October 30th, 1942

"Mr, Rcbert C, Bolomon,

'Eanther Creek Mines, Jloc.,
Fopringfield, Illinois

"Doar Sirt--

PIt is with great difficulty that we approach the subject of a
fair welue on your mining property known ee Mine #l-Auburn, Illinois. This
mine has been in e State of Abondomment since April 1927. The condition
of the eguipment below is verj“hncertain es well as the natural conditions.

Bubject to a complete inspection, we submit the following proposition.

®#e are willing to purchase thig property under the following

terms and conditions; to mine and pay for et the rate of ten cents per tom
6 total of not less than 2,000,000 tons or $200,000.00 within four yeers

begining with Jenuary 1st, 1943, The Roynlty peyments shall accrue in
equrl monthly paynents throughout the four yenr term.




e
- A ——— —
A

RE:; JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL

INTERVIEN WITH
ROBERT C. SOLOMON
{continued)

"4t the end of the four year term, ths Lessee shell have the
option tc purchase all of the property so leased for o sum of $50,000.00,
at which tinc & goct and sufficient title shell be given.

"In sutmitting this, we reclize that meny details will have to
be worked out.

"lruly yours,

/e/ CARL H. ELSHOFF"

: ¥r, SOLQLIY st=ted that these efforts to negotinte the sale simply
fizzled ocut in the fal) of 1942, for what reuson he was not able to determine,
A signed strtement will be teken relative to z2ll of these matters as soon
a5 Mr. PEFFERLE and Mr. BARBEE are interviewed. Mr. SOLOMON edvised that
his books relative to the sele of cocl to ELSHOFF would also be sveilable
for review. In the event this is deemed mdviseble it is snticipated that
this phose of the investigetion will be conducted by Speciel Agent —
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RC:: JOIN Lo I.ENIS, ET "ILQ

INTERVISH VITH Special Agen;_on September'l, 1943 b5
GEORTS_ECED, intcrviewed 3r. GEURGEL REED, Vice President, Peabody <
Chiczgo, Illinocis. Coal Comapany, Room 2020, 231 South LaSalle Street,

Chicage, Illinecis, telephone numer andover 2345. lr. FEED has some faint
recollection that on two or three occasions EaY FDUNISE mertioned to him
that he (ENMUDSCT) bated to see ELSTOFF deal with Panther Creek lines,

2 Progressive line Vierkers of americc mine, durmg the strike period at
Vije "R", Mr, RECD was mechle to recall the exact time or instances

vhen thesce remurks were made by EDIGNDEQI. He poanted out that since his I

company has dealt over a long prorioc’of vears with the United Line liorkers
of .merica, wiich is now neaided by RA7 EDNTHTENR, he seos DD TNISQ
frequcntly and does considerable busintess with him. Ceoneerning the price
for which brokerage coal vas sold Lo ZLSHOf., REEC stated as follows:

He said that ILSHOFF approached him for the purchase of coal from
the Peabody Coal Compary and tnnt since ELSHUFF was a neighboring coal

mine opgrztor in the vicinity of Springfield and since it is the custom

of one ceoal mipe to help out arcthor during 2 strike shutdovm or mine
cisaster, he agrced with ELSAOFF thot he muld gell him some coal. How-
ever he did not agrec to sell him all the coal that ELSHOFF wanted.

Mr, REED further stated that since he was doubtful of ELSHOFF's financial
status and ability to pay, that he vrote ur a letter which was in the nature
of an agreement or contract, addressed to ELSHOFF, stating the terms upon
which coal would be sold. He could not recall the exact terms of the

letter or the prices stated. He said that he did not know what price
LISHOFF had purchased brokcrage coal for from the Panther Creek Mines,

He also stated that he was positive that he would not allow ELSHOFE

wny such exorbitant fipgure as 50¢ a ton for coal. Hc said that during

'part of the time when ELSHOFF was purchasing brokerage coal that his company
bccame very doubtful of CLSHOFF's financial status and ability to pay; that
at this timc when orders for coal were received from ELSHOFF, the Peabody
Coal Company actually loaded the cars directed them to the purchasor,
collected the purchase price from the purchaser, and then returned to
_LSHOFF his cormission,

¥r. REED further advised that when he first talked with ELSHOFF
concerning the purchase of brokerage ccal, that he told him that in view
of his financial status LLSHUFF night have to pay cash in advance for any
coal purchased from Peabody.

Mr. RZED also stated that hc has often woundered how ELSHOFF was
able to pay thc royalties duc on Hinc "B" while it was shut down, but
morc astounding than that, he has often wondered how ELSHOFF was able to
entertain as lavishly and in as much extravagance as ho did. He said
that ELSHOFF never rented & room in a hotel, but always rentcd a suite,
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INTERVIE WITH

GEORGT REILD,

Chicago; 1Ilinois, Hc stated that this was well known to coal mine -
{tontinued) operators generally.

lr, REED advised that he could vaguely recall some conversation
eiWWngmmmal Company
taking over iZin¢ 3" but that ho cannotrecall -anythivg delinite 3
matter. He said that his answer at that time would have been that the
Feabody Coal Company did not want any Lore mines as they already had at that
time more mircs than they wanted, Ilc stated ELSHOFF was wnable to I'irmish
wny information concerning thc associztion of JO@N L. LEVIS, C.RL ELSHOFF
and R.Y ZD.FXDSN, other than that people in the coal business took it for
granted that C.RL ELSHOFF and JOIN L, LEWIS are good friends, He advised
that he had never seen these two together,

tr, RCLD further stated that he will causc a scarch to be made of
the records of his company, proescntly located in a district warchouse, to
determine whether or not a copy of the letter sthich he wrote to LELSHOFF and
which contains their agreement for the sale of coal is still in existence.
Hc said he will also nave a scarch made for the ledger records or any other
rccords showing the amount of tonnage, sale price and commission or any
other figures which may be available in connection with the ELSHOFF accowunt,

YMr. RLED advised that the situation between the employcrs and the
vmployees is and has been tense for some time; that he is operating without
any contract at this time with the United lfinc ‘sorkers; that his company
has always bcen a2 United Minec ‘iorkcrs Company, beczuse of which fact he,
of nccessity, deals with R.Y EDUINDS@ and JORY L, LZwIS, since his company
is the biggest producer of coal in the State of Illinois. lfr, RiID stated
that because of this fact hc does not want to do anything which vouwld jeopar-
dize his position with the United iWinlc workcrs or which would result in

his failure to sccure a contract by the end of Yctober 1943. _He pointed
out that the present_jnvestigation has madc matters somewhat moro tenssg
in connecti j e _employer-cmployce relationshi Thercfore he has
not decided whether or not he will furnish whatever information his files
disclose, of his own accord, to an investigator, He stated that he would
eladly furnish irnformation to the Federal Burcau of 4nvestigation if it
were not for the circumstances set out above and that hc would be glad to
at lcast advise 2s to the nature of the information in his files. How-
ever, becausce of his relationship with the United Mine siorkers, he said
Col he nuch preferred that he be forced by subpoena to produce records rather”
5 than to furmish them voluntarily.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEE ™y IFONARD C. EATORY was interviewed on Ausunt 30. 1943,

' _T
A4 LW iy TEL A AL AT XN
LEONARD CJ).I 4JORK W dﬁ—_—
/}) BOJARK §s& presently Personnel Manager of the Visking
Corporation, 6733 Wwest 65th Street, Chicagol I13inoim, . His residence
address is 5531 North Monitor oStreet, cago, Illinois. Mr. BAJORE hea.

cgme Regional DW The
}prmgﬁeld arsa 88 inciuded in his jurisdiction. One LYNN

BEAMAN was the Regional Difeetor at Chicago preceding BAJORK.

It should be stated at the outset that Mr. BAJIRK could recall
little of the details concerning the events in connection with this case
his own accord and without refreshing his recollection. At this time it
appears that he could only testify to matters which were made a matter of
official record in the NLRB files. Mr. BAJORK does not recall any inquiry

Do NATIT LM OUATD ade Lnwe a7 PR g | e 1o o e dla
wwwuu:u Ul LUV wise

from CARL ELSHOFF on or about may J.t., J.:lol, conéeruing

dismissal or the refusal to dismiss the twelve miners expelled from PMN of

A on May 11, 1937, was an unfair labor practice. _As far as Mr. BAJORK's

recollection is concerned he does not believe that Mr, ELSHOFF ever made any
such inquirys

Mr, BAJRK recalls little more of his meeting with JOE OZANIC than
recorded on the photostatic copy of documents pertaining to this file. BHe
stated that probably, as OZANIC previously advised this office, that RAY

TMRIITNNSAN 443 arma fn and aca him TR QAN e haldiavas meahahley Asme
AL W VAT MW WWLHET  All R SV RibALe AMSIRUVMUIDAN g LY WP LLY YRRy MLVVEVLY wauss

in to attempt to find out what OZANIC had previously sajd. He stated that

in an attempt to solve the problem he called both OZAKIC and EDMUNDSCM into
his office for a conference., He did not recall the dates of this conference,
but stated that the informal file of the NLRB in Chicago should contain
either a typewritten memo or s handwritten memo concerning these meetings.,
BAJCRK believes that OZANIC presented a petitiorn to him containing e comnside
able number of signatures. He stated that if such was the case he would

have told OZANIC that that petition alone was not enough to sustain charges
aza1ns’t the MW of A, but that formal charees would have to be filed; that the

Board could not accept any such petition as evidence without their own
investigation,

HBe did not recall definitely whether or not EDMUNDSON or WALTER \
Je. JAMES ever showed him any petition or other form of group signatures suc
as application cards or membership cards. As to the date of this meeting, n,
BAJORK was unable toc make any definite statement. He cannot eay definitely
whether it was on September 8, or not. ]

BAJT(RK stated it was his impression at the time and still is tod
that ELSHOFF did not want to do business with the FAIW of A but rather wanted
to do business with the UMW of A. He believes that ELSHOFF feared some
members of the FAW Union who had been connocted with bombing and terroristioc
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIER WITH tactics. BAJQRK stated that he had gone to Spring-
LEONARD C. BEAJQRK field, Illinois, probably sometime in and around
(continued) September, 1937, but he could not be positive as to

the dete or as to whether it wes before, after, or
during the month of September. He stated that undoudbtedly the records of
Region 13, NLRB, would reflect this trip.

Concerning the charges filed by PMW against Mine B on Beptember
7, 1937, EAJ(RK stated that it was his recollection that these charges
alone were not enough upon which to base a hearing on the question of an
unfair labor practice as such. He did state, however, that when the
question arose and a hearing was had on the matter of represemtation which
was heard on October 25, 1937, that then the board threw the doors open.
for charges of unfair labor practices Axdthe supervisors of the mine
interfering with the activities of PMV, and the supervisor's refusd to dis-
charge the twelve labor spies.

The writer questioned Mr. BAJQURK as to whether or not CARL
ELSHOFF, his supervisors, or Mine "B" might be guilty of an unfair labor
practice in the event they had discharged the labor spies on May 12, 1937,
s requested by Pk, or as to whether ELSHOFF might be guilty of an unfair
laebor practice if he did not discharge these men whon requested. kr.
BAJRK answered this question but stated that the answer would depend upon{]
the ccmplaxion, mambership, and policies of the NLRB in Gashington, D. C. r,
at the time; that membership on this board has changed from time to time 1:
and the policies on a question similar to instant one had changed depend— i
ing upon membership and policies of the Board.

¥r, BAJGHK seid that employers usually in situationt where there
was & dispute between Unions did not sign up with either Union and sub-
mitted this matter to the NLRB for a consent election, a procedure for
which the NLRB was particulerly fit to handle, and as a matter of fact, one
of the reasons for e NLRB. He pointed out, however, that this was not

o dv dwnotoed -a
dctlw il ANBLaNT Cast.

Mr, PAJORK referred to photostatic copy of a memo to BENEDICT

TOLF dated October 8, 1937, wherein the file numbers XIII-R~125 and XIII-
473 are carried on the memo. [<{J RK stated that these file numbers
reveal that there were et least two matters before the NLRB. The “C"

file number stands for a "Charge" case. The "R" file refers to a
"representation” cess. He statod that it was his recollection that there
were two "Charge™ cases end one "Representation®™ case involved in the Mine
"Bt metter,

Mr, BAJORK stated that, of course, while he was very close with
the Mine "B" situation that osij{';‘mm, who is now Executive Secretary in
washington, D.C., wes at the t ield Examiner and was the man closest
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Re: JOHX L. LEW1S, ET 4L.

IKTERVIEL wWITH to the Mine "B" matter.
LECNARD C. BAJQRK
{continued) Mr. BAJORK stated that it wae his impression that

whatover RAY EIMUNDSON said in connection with the
Kine "B" matter, CiARL ELSHOFF went along with, and conversely, whatever
HOFF raid in connecticn with the matter EIMUNDSOE went along with.

Concerning the December 15, 1937 election after which TMW
claimed freud in connection with the election, Mr. BAJGRE said that he
vas familiar with this claim on the part of UMW, and that he, as a matter
of fact,at that time, caused an investigation to be made in connection
with the election and found no fraud.

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 23, 1543, whereln !
the Criminsl Division lms advjsed that a mems written on October 8, 1937,
by BACRK stated that JOI:DI%S:;H;R‘I’Y was a member of the S8teel Worker's
Organization Committee a.nc{ hod suggested to BAJORK that RAY EDMUNDSON of
the UK. of A was porhaps willing to reiterale his previous offer to oper-
ate Mine "B" provided the twelve suspended Progressive ¥ine Giorkers were
permitted to return to the mine. In connection . ith this matter, Mr,
BAJORK advised thet Mr. DOHERTY then represented tho Amalgamated Iron and
Steel vorkers Organizing Committeec as Regional Director. This 3s a CIO
affiliate orgenization. Mr. BAJCRK pointzd out that at that time the UMW
elso was a CI0 affiliate, and that probably DOHERTY's scle connection with
that matter was the fact that he acted as an intermediary in order to get
EDLMUNDSON and BAJQRE together.

He stated if his recollection wns correct negotiations with the
Mine "B" case had been 2t & stand still for some time and that probebly
this move on the part of EDMUNDSON, using DOHERTY to bring the two men
together, was for the sole purpose of ascertaining what the status of
the Mine "B® case was with the NLRB at the time,

Concerning the name of "BERTHA", who pupervised the election of
Decemboer 15, 1937, Mr. EAJORK stated that JOHN HA was then Fiold ¢
Exeninor for tho NLAB. Ho said that at the prdsont time, or st least the =
last time BAJQRK lkmew of his wheroabouts, BERTHA was working either at /U"A

Pekin or Peoria, Illincis, with the Keystone uire Company or one of their
subsidiaries, and lived in a emall town between Pekin and Peoria,

Nr. BAJQRK wae osked as to whether there would be any question
es to whether members of the PMi. Union would lose their status as miners
for Mine "B" after the strike had progreszsed for some time, and after the
extension of the PMi contract had expired, and subsequent to or prior to
ELSHOFF's =signing of an agrecoment with WN. Mr. EAJORK stated there was ”
1
!

mrz ol o f wn &Ln-— P R ey ]

no guestion but what the P men would retain their status as employees of
® ll
Mine "B

H
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Res JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY WITH In view of the fact that Mr. BAJQRK stated that he
LECLLED C. BAJRE could recell little, and from his sctions it was
(contipued apparent that he was stating the truth, without the

assistance of material in the 13th Region files of
NIR#, ¥ . TRANK KLEITER, acting Regional Director, Region 13, NLRB, was
contacted  Mr, KLEITER advised that all files pertaining to the Mine "B®
matter, inciuding the informsl file which would contain notes and memos
of the mectings with Mr. BAJQRK or other officials of the NLRB and the -

—~ura I R hnd heon forwarded to washinetan annrarimetaly
bBlP&U.\"UL uuu UNHLU:DUD‘ AMEAMW WO UEAL A WA FTOAL WU WA Lt R I o L ]

one month ago and hence was not available.

¥r. EAJORK vclunteered the informetion that after hie resigna-
tion from NLRB, which was given ms & result of his dissgreement with cer-
tain policies and activities of the National Board in washington, he servad
eg & leobor consultant in and around Chicago, Illinois, until he accepted
his present position as Personncl Manager.

M DA TADY Ooieed b e
Mie EHOWLLAA 1UlvEl ¥

eccordence with the "unwritten code of all govermnent men" had religiously
refrained from discussing or taking any part, or entering into any prob-
lems surrounding the Mine ®B" matter., He statcd es & matter of faoct, RAY
EDMUNDSON had contacted him after his resignation from the Board in
connection with the Mine "B"™ mattor, but that he had religiously avoided
making any statements in connection with tae matter or giving any advice,
He stated thet during the time he was Rogional Director he had alyays
attempted to follow an unbiased course.

Mr,. FAJORE was msked the hypethotical question as to what he
could have done or how the Minc "B"™ dispute could have been settled. MNr.
BAT(RE stated thet he believed the key to the whole matter rested with the
employer, CARL H. ELSHOFF, who could have settled the matter at practically
any time he desired.

In view of the fact thct most of the information submitted
above was securcd after refreshing Mr. BAJOREfs mind in connection with
the details of this matter, in view of the fact that it appears obvious
that at this time he cannot furnish more information without the 13th
Region file, and in view of the fact that it appears at this time he will
only be able to testify to matters which appear of record in the 13th

Region file, no attempt was made to obtain & signed statement.

[ 4
4
b
4
.

Mr. I A’RK mokes a good appearance, He does not appoar to be
unfevorable to the Govermment in connection with this matter, and it is
believed that he would make an honest effort to testify to any information
which he might have to the best of his ability. bBecause of his inde{inite
menner and his epparent hazy rccollection as to time and place, it is be-
lieved that he would be only an average Government witness for a man in his

/ 7 position,
. =468~
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL, : b
INTERVIZW JITH The following interview was had by Special Agent
_F'_R_F_T"}/ ___K_EY, “in Chicago, Illincis on SAeptember l’ 1943, ;

7
Chicdgo, Illinois,

Lr. FRED JILKEY is Secretary of the Tllinois Coal Operators Apssociation
Bell buildirg, 307 North lichigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Hig telephone
number is rranklin 9790. Mr. WILKEY was questioned concerning the nature
of the agreement of August 13, 1937 between CARL ELSHOFF and Upited line
Wworkers of Americz. In this agreement ELSHOFF agreed to becone & member of
the Coal Operators Assocation, Mr. WILKEY stated that there was no infor-
mation in writing in his files wherein ELSHOFF ever made application for
membership in his association. He recalled that TISHOPF did mention upon
ore occasion sone time ago, exact time of which WILKEY could not place,
sonething in the nature of an inquiry concerning the requirements to become
a member of the Illinois Coal Operators Association. To the best of WILKEY's

~ e win = -t h Y
mowledge, this was during the time when ELSHOFF was havirg his labor

trouble at liine "B"., If such were te case \JILKEY stated that undoubtedly
his answer wouid be that it was not the policy of the association to take
in new members during the time of a labor dispute.

For the information of the file, the object of the association is to
promote harmonious and businesslike relations between coal operators in
Illinoas and their employees, to sccure labor contracts, and to negotiate
disputes in connection with these contracts. The policy of the association,
accordi.g to Ur. WILKEY, is not to take in members during a dispute. If
new rpembers are taken in during the time when a prospective member is
naving a labor dispute, according to the constitution of the associatioen,
that prospective meaber must pay all expenses incurred in cornection ¥ith
the consideration of the particular dispute.

Since the Illinois Coal Operators association deals with United ;
Mine vorkers, Mr. .JILKEY states that ho is well acquainted with and sees g
RaY EDUIINDSAN frequently, out he could not recall any occasion when i
EDiEINDS(N talked about the Hine "B" matter or C..RL ELSHOFF.

In a memorandum for the Attorney General dated July 24, 193,
submitted by assistant attomey General WENDELL BERGE in part X171,
Section 3, it is stated that ELS{0FF was at one time or another member

o1 T v WTT VLDV
of both emplo:,'ers' orgarizations. In connection with this, ¥r. WILKEY

advised that ELSHOFF is not now and never has been a member of the

4l1iinois Coal Operators Assoclatlon,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET al.

DIT=RVIES WIFPH ihis interview was conducted i iicial Agent
FULLHET N, with Special Agent in the
Chicago, illmom Reglo‘ﬂ 5ff1ce, CI0, on august 31, 1943,

I'r, FULLERTQN FULTQ is CIO Regional Director. His office is located
in Room 201/, 205 uest wacker, Chicago, Illinois, Yr. FULTON had no first=

_ hand knouledge of events i. commection with lfine "B" in the pertinent

period of this case. He dad state however that he secured the information
in his possession generally from
K¥r, FULT

pme-

Pr. FULTQ! also advised that ittorney I:._Q.Eﬂ:m of Springfield,
Illinois, and who is acquainted with ELSH0FF, may have information of wvalue,
Mr, FULTQ said that when he has been in Springfield he used to talk with
PZFF_RLL concerning ELSHOFF and the lhne %B" matter just to sec what
PEFFERLE knew and that it is his opinion that PEFFERLE may be able to fur-
nish information of valuc and he believes will be willing to do so0.

Mr. FULTQ! also stated that most of the higher officials of the
Inited !ne Workers of america 1ly stay at th ela.nd Hotel when in

Sprirgfield, Illinois.and at t .orrison [otel w in %i{f%ggl_ﬂ__l_gnﬁ.
Resatethat .Y ED.AKISQ always stops at the .brnsan el. :

tir. FULTQN pointed out that these mén probably sts
Hotel, and as a matter of fact, stated that the Peabody Coal Company
formcrly furaished coal to the weland Hotel but since ELSHOFF is now
operating agein the Leland *otel is now furnished with coal by CiRL
LILSHOFF.

Concerning W.LTER J, JulES wr. FULTN stated that he believes
this man might talk considerably if interviewed by an individual who
was armed with enough information to convirte J.LUES that the interviewing

wrd TP
nsent was conversant with the facts, since in FULTQI's opinion "JAMES Le /f/ -

docsn ¢ have much intelligence", J.MES reportedly only follows the
directiors of R,Y ED.MMDSQ and JOHN L. L.JIS.

Ur. FULTWN was very cooperative and offered his services in any
way possible in connection with this matter,

-4770-
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Re: JON L. LEWIS, ET al. ,
IN TERVIEN }j 1rs. L. R. NIWELL was interviewed on hugust 31
WS, L. RNREJELL, 1943 by .Special agent and # b~ o
Chicago, fllinois. 1lrs. NZ./ELL resides 3 e Shore Drive, Cago,

Tllinois, ©She advised that she was in Seéttle, Washington from 1934 wntil
1641 ard therefore had little firsthand knowledge concerning the mining

propertics of the Citizens 3 & 0 Coal Company of Peoria, Illinois or of

Yoine P3v and C.RL ELSHOFF in | i ar, _She stated that her brother, JOIN H. '
N TZES, Jr., hondles most of the business matters. She also stated that
anything whatsoever, no matter how trivial concerning their mine properites
which comes to her attention is forwarded to her brother and in this con-
ncction she recalls sending him a copy of 2 letter which she received from
CaRL RLSHOFF, which letisr was probuvly dated July 26, 1939. She stated
that she has ro further irformmction concerning this matter, nor concerning
thc labor situation in sr—iting and that she did not have any personal con-
versations with C.EL ZLSHOFF. She said that she had wondered upon several
occasions as to how C.RL ELSAOFF would be asle to pay the mine royalties
and wherc the money came from vith which the royalties were paid, but

that she never had any direct informetion in this regard. She also advised
that shc had heard indirectly, either through the newspapcrs or by the
"orapevine" that the United ifine Workers had helped CARL ELSHOFF during
the period of the strike at Mine "3". Howcver none of this informntion
was first-hand information.

Mrs. NILELL states she has known C.RL ELSHOF personally but
never intimately and that she has not associated extensively vith him
and his family in any social or business way,

-, T~
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

ITERVIEy WITR  lr. OZANIC, forme t
JOSEFH,OZAVIC Progregsive 'ine Workers of Am tly
/ an organiter Tor The American Federatio r,

WEE_;Q ryjewed at hig home &Y T0UA ve, Iilinois, by Spacial
Agents and
1943, A preliminary discussion

vnrtY& ATTernoon of August 21,

he case with Yr. OZANIC disclosed
that he vas in position to furnish consicderable pertinent and first
hand information concerning the Zine "B" situation. . OZAWIC
willingly agreed ¢o meet the agents et the Springfield Office on
Yionday morning, August 23, 1943, for a more complete discussion of his
part in this case, and also to execute & signed statement, ¥r., OZANIC
called at the Springfield Office as agread, and after an exhaustive

interview the following signed statenent was dictated by him:

"Springfield, Illinois
August 23, 1943

"1, JOSEPH OZAYIC, make the following voluntary statemomt %o
Special Agents NNENEEENE--: G o¢ the Federal Buresu of
Investigation,

™My name is JOSEPH OZANIC, my legal residence being at }t. Olive,
Illinois, and I may be located through the Office of the American

Federation of Labor, Tashington, D. C.

"I have been & coal miner from September 15, 1910 up until the
present time. During that periocd I was a member of the United léine
Tiorkers of America, from September 1910 to September 1, 1832, and since
September 1932, I have been & member of the Progressive !line Workers
of America at present affiliated with the Ameriocan Federation of Labor,
end I did my last work in & coal mine in January 1935. Since that time
I have been conneeted with our organization in various official capacities,
and at the present time 1 am & Yational Representative for the American
Federation of labor. From February 1, 1935 to January 31, 1937, I served
as an Executive Boerd Momber for the state organiration of the Progressive
¥ine “orkers of America in Illinois, and from February 1, 1937 to
January 31, 1939, I served as the Fresident of the state organitation of
the Progressive Mine Workers of Ameriea in Illinois.

"Lty duties as president of the organization consisted of
administering the affairs, policlies, and activities of the organization
on & state wide basis including the handling of disagreed grievance cases
on the joint state executive board that might arise under our contracts
through the Coal Producers Association of Illinois, and which failed of
sottlement 168811y between the management and the local representatives
of the Progressive line Yorkers in that mine, As president I became
aotively ongaged in the handling of the dispute which originated in May
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Re: JORN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTTRVIES WITH 1937 between the Mine "B™ Conl Company of Springfield,
JOSEFE _Q7ZAY T1linois, end Local Union Yo, B4, Progrossiva Mine
continuod) Torkers of America,

"y attention was first celled to dissension being creeted in our
Local Yo, 54 some timc in January 1937, Said dissension was being created
by a small group of azents who were employod by the United Mine Torkers to
the end thot the ifine "B" Coal Company could be placed under contreol of the
United Wine Yorkers organization. The activities of these dissentera
resulted in their being expelled from Local No. 54 in May 1937 as the
result of charges filed against them in Local ¥o, 64,

-down of the Mine "B Coal Company minc had resulted that day because
Mr. CARL ELSHOFF of the Mine "B" Coal Company had refusod to terminate the
employment of several men who were no longer members of the organitation
and by virtue of their expulsion were not entitled to work under the terms
of the contract.

¥As the result of this emergency call I arranged a conference with
¥r. ELSFOFF at line "B™ as I recall it the following day to discuss with
him the disputs with & hope that a settlement could be made., As I recall
it *participatod with me in this conference with Mr. ELSHOFF
during which timc we discussed all of the circumstances leading up to the
dispute and offered settlement on the basis that the several men who were
found guilty by the organiration of entering into a conspirecy with the
United Mino Vorkers be not allowed to work until their particular case vas
decided through proper channels.

*Ouw proposal wos that all of the rest of the employces pumboring
approximately 450 return to work under the contract which the Progressive
Iine Workcrs was megotiating with the Coal Produceors Association of.dllinois.
Our proposal for scttlement was refused outrightly with Uir. ELSHOFF who
insisted that the min2 would not operate unlcss the several men who had
been expcllcd also went to their jobs,

%The substancc of our conferonce with ¥r, ELSHOFF was ihat he was
firm in his declaration. EHo didn't give a 'damn' whethor the men involved
were members of cny orgenization or not, and that he would not operate
the mine unless they, too, remained on their jobs, When we insisted that
the case be mettled on the basis outlined by the union which would bo in
conformity with provisions of our contract, he contended that there wasan't
any contract to which hc was bound, although at that timc there was an ex-
tension sgrcoment to which ¥ine "B Coal Company was bound which was in
full force and effect, and was a continuation contract signed by Mr,
EISEOFT .,
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2 Re: JOHE L. LEWIS, ET AL

095352
IFTIRVIE] FITE “Among the many iteme that were discussed with Mr.
JOSEPH 02:NIC ELSHOFF concorning the dispute, ho mede mention of
{contimusd) short weight ears of coal that were being loaded by

the mer in the mine, and that this was going on
shortly before the strike in 1937. That rosult of our conversation and
his failure to settle wos that tho mine continued to remain idle, and
except for cne or two sporadic ettempts to operate the mine under the
United Mine ‘jorkers it did remain idie umntil about Novomber 1939,

"Since ic conferonce 1 ha #r. ELSZOFF in =ay, on about \1
¥ay 13, 1937, 1 made repeated nttempts by lctter and by telephone to
hold further confeorences with *r, LLSHOFF, honing that tha controversy
could be closed and scttlement roached, all of which were unavailing,.

"During this peried frequent reports came out to tho effsct that
Mr, FELSHOFF wos dcaling with officials of the United ¥inco Workers, and
finally upon our insistcnce for a conforence wo did meet with M, ELSHOFF

Hotel at Springficld in about mid- TuTv 1537, With me in that confarenca

"Here, agein, we made a serious endeavor to bring about a settle
ment with the result that Mr. ELSEOFF refused to consider any of our-
proposals, ¥r, ELSHOFF contended that he could not deprive the several
men who had been expelled by the Progressive iline Torkers the right to work
et the mine with thc rest of the men, adding he had no desire to be found
guilty or penalitcd of an unfcir labor practice charge by the XLRB under
the National Labor Relations Act,

"To this we propsed that minc operations resume with all of the
men excepting the soveral cxpelled workers with the understanding that in
the event a deocision was rondered by the NLRB in favor of the expelled {
workers which might involve componsation for time lost, that our organiza-
tion stand ths complete expcnde And TdBY O By such compensation, +e did
this purely vith the thought—4n -mind thet sthizsyouldtformthe-dmsia for a |
scttlement, Ho:ever, ¥r, ELSPOFF bluntly refused this prcposal. That ¥
"was my last conforonce with kr. ELSHOFF as far as I as prosident was con-
cerned,

*On or about August 20, 1937, Springfield nowspapors carried an
article announcing that lir. ELSHOFF of the liinec "B"™ Coal Company had signed
8 closed shop contract with United Mine Torkerf DIEtrizt IZ.” Following
the announcemont of ths signing of this contract we immediately by
tclephone and by telegrom endoavorcd to have Lr. ELSEOFF reccnsider his
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Re: JOR¥ L. LENIS, ET AL SR

9655

IMTERVIEZS TITH nogotiations with United Mine Workers, and to meet with . -
JOSEPP OZA%T;C us in a conference, all of which failed, ' .Ml/ﬁ

{continucd)
"Shortly after August 20, or during the latter part of

August 1937, wo filed a charge of unfair labor practices sgainst the Mine “B" ,
Cocl Commany with the NLRB, and subsequent tlhereto, & petition for Invest

tion and Cortifieation,

*Upon roceip‘l;. of our charges and potition by ¥r. LEONARD €, BAJORK,
Reogional Director, with offices in Chicago, wc were called into conforence
before Mr, BAJORE to discuzs with him “he merits in the case, At & later

date ¥r. BAJORK conferroc regarding +ths mittur with Mr, RAY EDMUNDSON,
President of District No. 12 United 'ine VYierkers, During tho forspart of
Scptember 1937, Ur E then confecrred “sintly with myself,

n L] i . ]
representing inois. It was the desire
of Mr. BAJORK to arrange a1 settlement of the dispute if possible, and after
hc stated his desirc we in the prcscence of M-, EDMUNDSON presented ¥r, BAJORK
with a petition signed individua.lly by some 413 employeen of the total of
"BO-.J umpa.uyuu ﬂlt hllb ﬂl-l.uL. &3 UVJ.UL-LIUU tzmu I-hUlH:l WVJILUI’B dﬁiifﬁd "vG ‘66

reprosented by the Progressive Kine Workers of America,

"¢ specifically roquested lir, ED}UNDSON who was contending that
his union represcnted the majority to place like evidence for Mr, BAJORK
in our presence, Mr. LDNUNDSON replied thet he did not have tc present
any evidence in that corference but that he would do so later mt a proper
timo and place, A%t no timc cithor during thc above statod conferenco or at
any later date did Mr. EDMUNDSQN of the United Mino Workors evor produce any

evidence as proof of 2 majority. This same pctition which we presented to

Kr. BAJORK was previously hended to lir. ELSHOI*‘F as proof of the desires of
the majority of his employees which, of course, Lr. ELSHOFF ignored. The
language of this petition was a clear indication as to the Mine “B* employees!
desire for collectivce bargaining under the Progreuivo ¥ino Tiorkers of
Amorica,

T ——

"As o rosult of thc aforcstatod conforonce the order for a hearing f :
on our petition was issued by tho FLRB; said hearing took place at Springfiald,[
I1l4inoia nt the FPederal Buildihr hni'nlr held on Octobar 25, throu!h 27, 1937-‘ }
The hcaring was followed by a Labor Board Eloction being conducted by tha

NLRB at the State Armory on Decorber ¥, 1957,

®"During Scptember 1937, the reoport come out that lir. ELSHOFF
intended to open tho mine undor tho United Mine Tiorkers which rosultod in
practically all of tho Minc "B" employces, mombers of Local 54 Progressive
Line Torkers, going out to the mine to picket against any possibility of the
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Re: JOBH L. LEVIS, ET AL

95351

INT RVIER WITH Dnitod Mine Torkors taking the jobs which rightfully
JOSIZFH 0ZAYIC bolonged to tho Progrossive Mine Wiorkers of Amerjioa,
(6555353537 This picketing by ine "B" employees was an anticipa-

tion of atriko breakers being imported to Mine "B" by
'r., ELSIOFF and by the United Mine “iorkers, such as happened on previous
occasicne in Illinois. This picketing cortinucd daily until on sbhout
Hovembor 23, 1937, a temporary rcstraining order wns issued against the
Frogressive Kins “jorkers in the Springfield Fedcral Court.

"On Decembor 22, 1937, tho temporary rostraining order was made
permanent by Judge ADAIR in a h:zarirng hold ot Quirey, Illinois. As the
regult of these restraining orders. ail ticketing and activity on the
part of }"ine "B" employcos, momhors of tho Progressive Mine vorkors ceasef,

“On Docombar 1£, 1937, the rosulis of the YLRB election held at
Springficld showcd 404 votes for the Frogrossive liine Workers and 20 agnjgst.

®On about Jenacsry 3. 1838, the NLRB issued its order ccrtilying
the PMV orgenization es thu borgaining agent at kine "B™ Coal Company.

"On about January 4, 1938, Mr. ELSHOFF made another ettempt to
open the mine with the United Nine liorkers, At about 6:30 a,m., January 4,
1938, I, as president, togother with approximately 350 Mine “B™ employees
went to the mine in ordor to report to the manageoment that our men were
ready to work &s members of the Frogrcssave Mine Torkors. Thile our
members remained on the highwey I versonally went to the mine office to
consult with the managoment regarding the situation. At the mine office
I met with United Statos Yarshals who wore there to enforce the injunction
previously granted, and found two representativos of ths United Xine
Jorkers -- namely, ; | GLASGR. - in conferenoce
with Mr. OSCAR FAILCETTI, €rino superintendent, fice,

"I announced myself to Ir, FALCETTI whoreupon he raguosted the
two United Mino “Jorkors reprosontetives to retiro from the room. I advised
Pr, PALCTTTI that practically all of his mon werc out thore on the road
ready to go to work &s members of the Progressive Mine Torkers, and in
conformity with tho decision madc in the labor board election, and under
tho board's order. Ho refusad to consider our proposil on the ground
as stated by himself that hc hnd no suthority to deal with the Progressive
Yine Torkers, and that his hands werc tied, end was sorry thore was nothing
he could do, I asked for 'r, ELSIOFFT to which Mr, FALCETTI replied that
¥r, ELSHOFF was not there., I roquestcd him to call i, ELSEOFF and have
hira come to the mine irmcdiztoly to discuss the oase with me, Hc statod
¥r, ELSHOFF was not available and was sorry that nothing c¢ould be done,
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INTCRVILC, “JITH “"Following this, I withdrew from the mino and had all
JOSZFE _NZLN]IC of the members of Local 54 Progressive Mine Vorkers .
(continued) who worce ready to go to work, to return %6 thelr homes,

It 8o happened that at this time the mine did not
resume opcrations with tho United Line Viorkors, apparently because of the
lack of men, and the mine continued to romain idle,

"Following the above chain of events I, on January 17, 1938,
diroocted a letter to !r, CiRL H, ELSHOFF of the Mine "B™ Coal Company,
pointing out the decision of the YLRB in favor of the Progrossive Yine
“.orkers in which I requestecd & confercncc for the purpose of collective
bargaining., This letter like all pruviovs lctters I wrotc to Yr, ELSHOFF
was ignored,

®"For thc balance of that year 1938, and up until my term of
officc ns President of the Statc of Illinois Progressive Vine TWorkers
expired on January 31. 1939, thc mine remained idle, and no further con-
fcrences of any nature were hold by myself, r, ELSBOFF and his representas
tives of the ¥ine "B" Coal Company.

®"The above statoment wos dictated by me in the presence of Special
Agents and on the morning of August 23, 1945, in
the offices o e Foderal Eureau of Investigation, 1107 Illinois Building,
Springfield, Illinois, The above statemcnt consisting of six typewritten
nages has been read by me, and is true and corrcct to the best of my
knoviledge and belief, -

®"Joo Ozanic (signed)

" ITNESSED:

(signod)
FEI, Spring
' Special Agent

(signed)
Spccial Agont, FBI, Springfield, Illinoll'

eld, Illinois

4
L
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Re: JOEX L. LEVIS, ET AL

iy

96355

IR IR YR T R R
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. INTERVIEW LITH In connoction with the interview with Mr. OZAXIC, it
[ ] JOSTPE OZATIC should be noted that it wasn ?nrhnnn conductod Premtl_x_rnlv
(coatTmome with relationship to tho logical dovelopment of the case,

This was nocessary because ¥r, QZANIC was momentarily
expacting ordcrs from his Tnshington, D. C. hecdquarters which would assign
him to ths wost coast for an indefinite periocd, In ovent ho is subpoonmsd
in this e¢asc, ¥r, OZANIC requested thet he bo given advanced notice in that
he might be involved in ncgotiations on the “est Coast which would require
notice beforec brezking them off, Mr. OZANIC is willing to testify, and hs
will not make a hostile witness. Ho is definitc and strocightforward in his
statcoments, intelligent and presents a good appearance, From the manner 4n
which he geve his information and ansviercd questions concerning his
participation in thc attaompts to negotiate with CARL ELSEOFF and other
represontatives of Ifine'8", it is bclieved that he will not bo easily
confused by aggressive cross-examinotion,

~aith rcference to I, 0ZLNIC's statement, partioular'referenco
is mado to thc tclegram dated August 20, 1937, and the letter dated
January 17, 1938, Copies of thcse documcnts wore found in the papers and

¢, files of thc Progrcssive Kine Torkers of Amcriea furnishod this office 9!

“Mr. U HOFF, ¥ine "B"™ Conl Company:

"Urze you to reconsider sizning contract with U.M.%. of A,
Your employces arc members of L.U. #54, P.¥. of A, and
demand you recognite them &s Frogressive Uiners, and -
their officicnls as their bargaining agents for collective
bargeining purposes,

"Joe Ozanic, Presidont
Progreseiec MNiners of America®

Thorc was no indication that this telogram was ever answered in
the files. The filos also disclosed that br. OZANIC followod this
teleogram with a five-page letter to Mr, ELSHOFF dated August 25, 1937,
whioh is 8o portinent to the issucs at that time that it is belisved
advisable to set the letter forth in full:

"sugust 25, 1937
e, Carl E, Elshoff, President

Mino "p" Conl Compony
Springfield, Illinois

*Dear Yr, Elshoff:




P

Re:; JOEN L, LEZIS, ET AL .
96357 -

INTERVIE: “ITH “I am taking this means of conveying to you my thoughts

JOSEPE 0ZANJC and frank expressions concerning the reging oontrovorsy
{continued) over your Mine "B" at Springfield, . . o

®*On Friday, August 20th, I sont ycu a telegram urgirg you to
reconsidcr your intentions or ettempt to sizn Mine "B" to a contract with
the United iine Tiirkers of Amecrica, In this tclegram I pointed out to you
that the employses of Mine "B" wore memb:cs of the Progressive Miners of
Anerict, holding their mewbership in Local Union #64, P. L. of A. at
Springfield, which has jurisdiction over you: mine, but I am sorry to state

that the tclegram was entirely ignored ty you since I have roceived no reply
from yous 1 have been informod byhth&t hie messages
to you have also becn tctally ignor:Qa

"For the sake of refrashing your memery 1 call your attention to
the fact that your minc has been opurating under contrect with the
Progressive Uiners of .mericc ever since ii3 inception, and your mine

wos operating —ith tha Frogressive Miners cn March 31lst, 1937, the date
upon which the controet expircd. '

"] onll your attention to the fact that your mine, like all other
mines throughout the state which are under jurisdiotion of our organization,
wore permitted to continue operating under tho terms and provisions of the
contrect that expired March 3lst, 1937, ponding finnl scale negotiations
and the making of & permanent ngrecment.

"I call your ettention to the fact that om April 2nd, 1937 you
signed a tentative agroomont with our orgenitetion, accepting the above
torms and you continued operating your mine under contract with our
organization,

"1 call your attention to the fact that tho April 2nd tentative
agreement which you signed carries with it any and all features in the
final moking of en agroement that ie binding on both parties. Thia provision
just mentioned providcd for the retroactive feature that was agreed %o in

joint scale confercnee on April 6th, 1937, a copy of which was presented to
you by Whr your signature, You refused to sign
the Apri cotative agreemont for reasons bestimown to yourself and

on the strength of the tentative agreement thot you signed on April 2nd
being binding upon you until such timc as B permunent agroement could be
made, your mine was permited to continuc operations, It was common
knowlodge to this ofTice and to the merbership of Local Union #54, P, N, of
A., whose entire membership are employees of your mine, that you were o
collaborating with Ray Edmundson, provisional president of the U. H. W. of
A., and that you wero attonding sooret meetings with lir., Edmundson and other
U. M. ¥, of A, provisional reprosentatives for the purposc of attempting to
take your mine from under jurisdiction of our organization and place i¢
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Ro: JOFPX L. LEVIS, ET AL
96558

IRTTRVICT VITH under jurisdiction & the United Mine Tiorkers by
JOSEFE 0Z.NIC sizning a contract with lUr. Edmmndson, :

{eontiraedy—

"It was also common knowledge that certain members of
Local Union #54, P. ¥. of A. vere collaboreting with the U. X. 7. of 4.
officiale for the purpose of ovorthrowing tho local union, and they were
being paid o certzin sum of moncy for their traitorous work. HNoedless to
gey, 12 of thaese men who woro charged and found guilty of conspiracy in
tho orzonizstion were susnended from merborship. Thesc men accepted the
penalty, acknowlcdging their guilt, for they have mever to this day availed
themselves to thoir right of apoezl to the high courts of the organisation,
claiming an injustice was done them,

"On Moy 12th. last, your employcos of liing "B" were thrown idle
by virtue of s lock~ut, duc ts your stubborn refusal to comply with the
torms of the contract to which your coal company is signed, and which
provides that members of the Progressive Xiners of Amoriot be employed.

"I call your attention to the fact that we, knowing of the secrst,
undorhanded confercnces taking ploco botveen you and the United Mine
workers, circuloted a petition among your employees who are members of
Local Union #54, F. ¥. of A., es & preccutionary measure and to assure our
members of thoir rights undcr tho provisions of the Tiagner Labor Relations
Act, which zivcs employces tho esbsolute right to an orgenisation of their
own chsice, without ccercion or intimidation by the employer and the right
4o borzain eclleetively through their chosen representatives., You have in
your possessicn an orizinal petition bearing thc signatures of 412 of your
employees out, of a total of 445 who werc employed on Moy 12th, 1837, the
last dsy yoir nine operatod. By a simple process of mathomatics, 412
sirmaturcs for our organitation out of & total of 445 means thet approximately
9877 of your employces bear truc allogiasncs to the Progressive Miners of
Amcrice and they insist upon their right to thoir jobs at your mine, and
that you ricognize thom o8 mombers of the Progressive Miners of America,
and thnt tacy continue in your employment undoer 2 Progressivo Kiners!
contract thc same =s they have thc past sevcrnl years,

"Notwithstanding the above facts, you nor amyone clso can deny
you cithr signed, attcmpted or intond to 2ign a contract with tho United
F'ino werkers. You no doubt know full well that your attempts along these
lines awc¢ wholly un-Amcrican ond are in ovcry respoct open, flagrant viola-
tions £ thc employeos' rights under thc turms of the Tagner Act,

*1 call your attention to tho fact thet we have lodged our complaint
on Se’urday, fLugust 21, 1937, with thc National Labor Rclations Board, and
we are domending justice under the terms of the law. 1 prediet that you
%ill VYo forccd to soncede t5 the lawful right of your omployeces bcfora the
1'ines "B™ controvercy is determined.
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Re: JOHN L, LE/IS, ET AL
963

INTERVIEY .ITH "I am wondering if you oxpoct the employces of themfina_ﬂiiu]:

JOSEPE 0ZAYIC Coel Company who, as alrcady stated, sre loyal membors of

(con¥in our organitation, to permit themselves to be coerced or
intimidoted into joining tho United Line Torkers, and
organigation thet is nnt to their choice or liking,

"] wondor if you cxpect the 412 omployees of your mine to sit idly
by and pcrmit the provisionally controlled Unicod Mine Torkers with whom
you are collaborating to import outside labor to take tho jobs that thoy aro
rightfully and luwfully entitled to,

"I wonder if you expect your mire to opcrate peacefully under such
a rlan. It has always beon the aim end desire of the Frogressive Xiners
of imcrica to carry on pleasant and peaccful joint relations with the
employer and ccrtzinly you would have no reason to contond that our organiza-
tion did not carry on ploasant and peaceful rolations with your company.

' "Tor tho sake of peace in Springficld and community, and for thc sake
of yoursclf and company, I sincerely ask you to reconsider your position

ané thot you support the rigats of your employees who heve made it possible
for you to successfully oporatc your mino during the years that they have

boen in your employc.

"] say to you openly cnd frankly that as far os the Progressive
Liners of Amorica are eoncarned, I cspecially, that thore is goimg to be
no pussyfsoting by us in the ¥ino "B"™ controvirsy and we will see you
through, no mattor what legal stcps might be nocessary to gain justice
for sur membership, your employoces who have mado you prosperous,

"Should you attempt to start oporating your mine with imported
labor we aro holding you wholly rcsponsible for amything that might develop
in the premises,

"Eleasc do not construe any of the above as a throat for I am
morely pointing out to you tho situation as it cxactly oxists and what our
intentions are for certainly no rod blooded Amorican would sit idly back
and not defond his rights undor the law which was enacted to protect the
right of employces and labor organitntions by the Congross of tho Unitod
Statos.

"I call your attention to the fact that wo know that Yr, Falsettd,
Superintendent ot l'ine "B", hasz approached your engineers and othor
employees personally, urging them to attend moetings of the United ¥ine
workers and to join that organization.

= 493 =«

e e . .
T e - v = — e -~ Tyt el B by - U R Tt P St -




I3

- el T ry e -:,"__"",““‘““.-,. e 'kﬁm/T-‘f“" _a;;‘_
e - (o ‘
e N

Ro: JOIN L. LI7IS, LT AL _ L

96350

INTERVIET WITH "I call your attention to tho fact that we know that one

JOSEPL QZANIC of your bosses, who resides st Virden, has made house to

(continue®y house canvass of Winc "B" employces living at Virden,

o urging them to attend the United Mine Torkers moetings

and to join that orgenizction, This boss who did this work in Virden receiv-
ed his ordcrs from his superiors of the Mine "B" Conl Company and no doubt
the orders camc f-om you as president of £ha T5EI company. .

"I want you to> know that ell of the foct enuumbrated in this
letter arc included in our charge and complaint before the Kational Lador
Relations Board, : ’

"This morning, I have zlso meiled by specizl delivery lettor four
copies of the resolutinn adoried by Local Union #£54 at Springfield om
Augzust 22nd t» Mr, Bsjcck, Rezional Dircetor of the board asking that the
resolution be included in our complaini. Tho resolution was adopted by a
unanimous voto at « specinl moeting of ¢il of thc employees of your mine,

"In our fight for justicc in this particular case we are mot only
supportcd by the provisions of the Tagner Act, but we have the full support
and co-opcrotion of the American Fodoration of Labor, President Greon of
the American Fecderation of Lebor being vory deeply interested and is
handlinz the matter in Washington with the hend officinls of the National
Labor Relations Board, )

"Trusting that you will carefully consider the above facts in
this most important csse, I remain

dSinceraly yours)

"President.™

with regard to the letter to ELSHOFF dated January 17, 1938,
by ir, 0ZANIC, it is pointed out thet Mr, OZLRIC in his statemont advisod
that he rcecived no answer to the letter, The files of Prograssive Mine
orkors discloses ho wes in crror concerning this as ettached to this
lotter %as a bricf reply from ELSHOFF dated January 21, 1938. Mr. OZAXIC
nlso sont e copy of his lottor to OSCAR FALCEITI, to which there was no
answer. Thesc lottors arc quoted as follows:

"January 17, 1938
"y, Carl ¥, Elshoff, President
¥inc "B" Coal Company
Springficld, Illinoie

« 494 =



Ro: JOPR L. LETIS, ET 4L

INTERVIES WITH "My dear Mr. Blshoffr - =~ .. =7 " u7nelh ay

JOSZPE OZARIC U TR e e T R

*As you know, the Fational Labor Relations Board rendered = T

.o its decision on January 3, 1938, giving Local Union #54 .
. of Springfield, Illinois and pr%r_e_um_mma of hmorica, exclusive . . ; .~
- bargoinins rights over the Kinc "B" Coal Gompany. T R

P

—

®*Since tho Xational lLabor Relations Board has rendered its decision
on the abovc datc, I have, on numerous occasions, endoavored to arronge for
a joint conforence between yoursclf and I 3 that we oould enter into
collective bargaining with rospect to rates of pay, wages, hours of employ~
ment and other conditions of employment for tho employces of your mins, but,
dus to your arbitrary attitude, such conforence has failed to materialise, -

*1 am rcliobly informed that the supervisory force st your mins
are performing work for which thero s & scale of wages provided and whieh
work properly belonzs to members of Locnl Union 54, Ps K. of A, having Jobs
at ¥ine "BF. Such action on the part of your company is im strist violatian
of the Lebor Board's ruling, and, in my opinion, this sction will not be
condoned by the Lebor Board or the higher courts to which we shall immediatel;

appe al, B ;

*In compliance with tho ordor of the Wational Labor Relations '
Board, I am using this mcans to egain insist that you meet me in conference
for the purpose of collective bargaining for the employees of your mins, .-

%I am onclosing for your information a sopy of that sonirast that ir
{n effect betwecn the Coel Producers Association of Illinois and the Progres-
sive Miners of America and which could be used as & basis in owr negotiations.

*1 request that you advise me at an early datc ss to the time and
place of conferenoe. S TR ‘ - ‘

L 1 LT T

®Anticipating an early rep.l'y,'*x am’ el LA U . '

S ‘. . - . - -
R ’ - .

’ A ' R Com
S "Prosidemt v S
* . Progrossive Kinoers of Amorioa™ R

s » . L
.- v i EE .

-
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e end Can v e NGRS m"’ﬁ" K‘m«

R LT -‘f'. oty LS
- ) - . " LT
Re: XHX L. Lu"'-';'IS, oia -‘l-!-
¥
INTTRVIE., TITH
JOSEPLE OZANIC z, :
: Progreuivc inors of Amcriea, ST ST e _3 N
Gillelﬂﬂ'ﬁ.lrg —— TSy _“'"?' Q\r . R
"My Dear Mr. O:anio:-- I -,T' - R 'i;._fi._-d.---

*I wish to ackn:rrlodge your l.ettar of Janua.ry 17¢h and _
to thank you for the contract ancloled. _ - P

*~hon conditions warrant the opening of the uino it
will be o pleasurv to ccvisc yosu eo that you. wishes as outlined in your
lettor above mentionod can bo earrisd oul, . - s
®Very truly yours, ]
'.l'h.o l.:i!lo ® Coal Co.

- L . Carl B. Elshoff (ligmid) . .
Preaident. ’
¥¢he originals of these documents with the exception of the |
Elshoff letter dated January 21, 1938, should be in posscssion of ELSHOFF.
In sase ELSIOFF is unable to produce theso letters, M¥r, OZANIC is ompotent
to introduce the copios l.n ovidence which are being retained in the fi
of this officc. L . Ns
Upon inquiry, Xr, OZANIC advissd that Mo had nevor been involved :
in the violence resulting from the oconflict between the two labor .
organisations from 1532 to 1937, and, consoquently, had never becn arres
or indicted on charges of this mature. Eo #14 state, however, that in
1923 or 1924, whon hs was unable to obtain employment as a coal miner, he “
had opeasd & tavern with the result that hs was -ubaequently arrestod for

ey A S W ML IL AL, Aad oed memdacema A S Blemnn meowmdbe’

viociation of the Fatiohal ProhibiTion Azt and sontenced %o VLTSS WONWGE :
in jail in Federal Court. Hc was thon living at Hount Olive, Illinois. l

)




- INPERVIBN WITE l'. ‘nltcr Beohr 'llho ‘has 'boon uth-ly
' umm‘ﬂm key employes with the Citisens B and B e«u

, / __Pooris, Illinoig, for mery yexrs wes lnterviewed by > is «-

L] ¢ Bpesial Agenum and “ &t Foorins W, 56%

operated mine B prior wag taken Ovor by Carl Jisho!P - o
in 1925, that timo the mins was rated by thyee wen, dnd by 4he 3 '«

pare of JBokley, the sesond Geor haammer, present ¥, 8. mmm i
Court (lerk for the Bouthera Diatrlc‘b of I1linois, and Elsholfy - B e
Elshoff bought eut the interosts of tln othor two po.rtmn hto pu'l S
later in 1927- ) : -

. _ 3fr. Booker nppemd to bo cntiral:r oeopera‘tlw, tnnerlx

- . ell guostions freely, ®nd furnishing wholtever botks abd Fooords wWars g

. desired for inspection guring the course of the interview whish todk ¥ ;
570 plaoe on August 27 and 28, 1943. Bpecial Agent gads an '

eooounting anclysis of the records furnished b

Y. Beoker reoalled éefinitely that aoll | AR $ -
the tire the Progressives broke away from the !lntted Mine !’orkm,-", ;
seying that his men refused to wark undsr the United Xizs Workars,
but that they would wark os Progressives, and what should » 033 o
Booker stated thet he sdvised Elshoff to work it with Prosﬁuhu, ¥y
bricklayers, or Anyons Who would be willing to ged the coal ouds . .
‘After that Elshoff recpened the mine with Progreselyed. During e
poriod from 1932 to 1837 the mine oontinued with uninterrupted [n'oduo’tim o

under Progressive control. ir. Bookor owld not reoa.l.l My definite =7

stotoments refiecting Bishoff’s sttitude Vtovard ths 07 Progreselws ﬁ“up'ina

this period, In general howover, Mr. Beoker stated that Blshoff gawe = . -
’ the Smpressiocn that he had » hard tims getting «long with tha Propslilyu,
. that he eould nover win s omse or grievance with them, end €that b ..
thought thit I:B obuld get alcmg bettar mbr ‘thq Dnited lﬂu ‘o_;‘kﬂ“

-

T “I75 " Mip. Beoker stated that he wae ok | uqua i with the mer
o " of the strivs of lay 12, 1957, Ho and ¥, Joho BytFantzes, dr. mede ™%,
' reponbed attenpts to determine the cause ot tho thouble and to get . ?f”

Elshoff $o put the mine in operatiocn. Rlsheff waz resentfuvl of axy 3 {}.
.}

‘inquiries, stating that as long as he 1ived up %o the terms ot uuf luq
4t wag Bope .of the lespar's business, Elshoff paid his winimwn i v fand
i poyalty every month which was $2000. gontinued to pay this r
‘._-_-- ,, up until 1589 Just Lefore the nino raqnmi, 11; vhloh tl.m bs m
nbhtagatthlrayaltyn - yoor-jnst




T Coh ~ b 0 AR _
INTERVIBY ¥I'E  Springfisld, TNlinols, who swimitted written reparts 7
WAITER BECKER 4o tho¥f and B Coal Campaxys Mr. Becksr advised -
Toontinwed) thot ¥%en Elshoff was prossed as %o why e eouwld «i -
not deal with tho Progressives that he would argue

4het he had s oontroot with the United Mine Warkers and that ¢ths ', l .

- Progressives would not let him work ¢ under Shis somtraet, . .-
L") c_ Busing hie opinion on the reports Br, Bocker wae & . ol
ik the opinion thet the mine had ho ma ¢ orow., A4 careful sorvtiny
of these reparts, however, indiseated that some #f the supervisory force °
43id go down into the mine during the sarly months of 1838, wntil ome -~ ¢
of the foros walked into & pocket of blaok damp, and was killed as & - =~
result, During tho time that ths nine was st down, thore were mo -- -
serious fires reported. Sinoce the mine hae reoponed, however, thers
hes beon one firs that 1k, Becker knew sbout, This bappened about \
and one half years ago, end that ssction had to be shut off, . .- -

The oircunstances surrounding the sale of Kine A were : .
discussed in detail with Mr. Bocker. Mrs Beoker stated that the Lransfer \\
of the lease oame ss & ocamplete surprise, They ware not notified of the
tranefer until ths date of ite acoamplishmant, when Ryan snéd Elshof¢ -
oclled to ask their "blessing® on the deal, This transfer was not 40 -
the liking of the lesscr, howver, there was nothing that gould be done i -
about it ae there was po provision in the lease which necessitated the =
consent of the lessor to the sale, The records disclosed that this sals . . .
was wade on September 4, 1941, and that full operpticns were Tesumsd e - !
September 23, 1941 according ¢o report, Inquiry éfe. - -
oloscd that Elshoff aotually d4id ) an entry into Mine A iy -
Partiouler inquiry was made into these faots inasmach ag £t has beem . -
alleged thet Elshoff threatensd o nine Mine A ocel through iine B . .. -

_ ®4ith United lliners &n order to swing an election st Nine A in favar - '
“of the United }iine Workers. Mr. Becker produced maps which showed in
detail the oourse whioh Elsghoff was warking in both mines to oonnegt % o -
them. The repart of this mctivity came 4o the B and B Coel Campexy - - -
through their man early on Jenuary 13, 1942, when evidertly ...
it had been going times Previously it bad doen agreed that .
thors should be no connections between the two minds without the ecnsent
of all throo partics soncerned, including the lessor. Mr, Bocker and -4
%Y, Bontsos trmodiately went to Springfield to leck into thie matters <. ..
. “Upon asking Elshoff as to why he was making this entry into Mne A, \f il
.Klshoff et that it was not of their business, that neither Beokerd .
: nmz%ww
AT t wo XY no explanation, Becker then stated that lw. . . §
.7 " would ask Oscar oe re Elshoff pramptly stated that: o
;T neither would Faloetti tell them anything about $t. Mr, Beoker thea >-:Ti"
 advised that they got tough and $old Elshoff that he would have to séal =
the openings up, which was dons, It should be hoted that this wark % v .

" “appsrently started early after liine A opened under Elshoff, anfl if £t -
Tl RT3 b ,‘-_‘.\:vj R ';_"‘7_ ::.:IE ¢ .‘m_‘_'-_ ,_-,-g'g-_-—" T g -“_',1;‘_ D ;"9',-._ .‘_\P :‘“’ ,‘,w e .’-“-& Tt ‘,‘: L
SNy il gy T N A R e T

¢ Y iﬂ"‘:ﬂ"."—-"- (T 2T Py e ;.— 2
4 ki e R e 3""%:{%' i
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Res JOHN L. 18716, BT AL . -

INTERVIZT WITE  should utuauy be proven thnt throo.tl mra ﬂ-ﬂa 'h
b VALTER BECEER close 14ps 4 work £t through B, lr. Becker,
?C__(oont trssd) Boxtees oan begtify TEAt stops wers ...
actuslly token %ov-rd this end, Nr, Beoker mtod thlt
fro- a 'bulinen point of wview it would be unprofitable to do this, ami .
that it would entail some sxpenss of slecning before actual opgratiom, . -
Howavar, there seems to bc no question but what it eould have been . o o
dons, even though according ¢o lr. Becker it would heve bcon sasler to D
have rmined Mine B through I4me 4 than ﬂoe vorst, B :

All tho filel of oorrespondonoe between the B and B Gonl
Campeny and Elshoff, also the reports o NS ¢ or e pertinent
period were roviewed by the writer. 4All the letters of Elshoff were .
btrief and oontained mothing pertinent to the oase. Mr. Beoker 2dviged
that Elehoff wes never one to put matters in writing, and ussd the
telephone whorever possible in ansvering eorrespondence to him. . -
Dealinga with Elshoff were wo diffiocult at times that . Becker and .
!r. Bontzos began meking written motes of thsir oonferences with - - .
Elshoff for inolusion in ¢he files, Very little of these notes, 'hmo'nr. .
reforrod to Elshoff'g lebar matters in detail eanough %o warrant raportiu;- .
Ons pertliouler lotter was hotod hovever, ZThiy was the copy of » lothr

written by mahorr to Mrs. Florenoe Bonts at Beattle, 'ﬁsh-
in;ton, This lettoer spoko of the

Me&u, and also spoke of the tutthnthl ~.~' S
did not have to do it, indicating that he was financially independemt. - .
In thd seme letter hes mentioned that he was out of dsbt and sarfartadbly
fixed, but that to operate tho mine under the §24,000 minimur would . ...
drive him into bankruptcy. One para.graph whioh raterrod to hil lebor = .
problems 1is quoted ag follonn . o oo ’ T

"lknr as to thy' hbor situatlm. ‘!'ou probably knon thﬁ. .’ g
soven of the 34 men of the bambors and torrorists worked et this n!.m )
and in ordor to doal with the Progroereives, I had to deal with those -~ .1 e
nen which wes of ocourse wery distastoful and noxt to impossidbles l‘hoy P
ere now in the penitentiary and this olears up the future in thnt .
renpoct. The only thing ltopplng ne now is tho J.ea.u. L

Y IR Duo to this lettor and anothar written to nuhorr by nu. FOR
.lewon, thero is sae indicntion thot she eympathised with his situaticy
noare then her brother, lr. Bontzes d41d, . Tt was through har inter=. -}
cegsion and tho support of Mr. Becker that zlshorf wae nhl.a to gct
his royalty reduoed to 319 000 a yo&roi SRR i o .

, Tee K3 Lo "‘». ~ig

: Mtervimd by he wril:er on 53 i\
ocoarmonts on tho Mino B situation was eueni:ul =3NS
It was hia \mﬂerltandh\g !'rcu Ilihoﬂ‘ e &

gu.‘t zs, 1943,
the sene u !:r- Beckor't. B



Res JOHN L. LBIS, BT AL

INTERVIBN WITE  ering the poriod in quuti.m tlnt nsliou m
WALTER BECKER dissstiefied with the Progressives and would mu
{oontinued)- to make & ehange of unions. When pressed for - Ry
specifio dates and statements, however, lfr. ncﬁhOl e
oould not ghve any, stating there were numerous ocodsions. Wigh ™ " -~
refersnce to these two men, it should be noted that although they were  ~° °
very eggperati'v' t}"?f wara _r_k_n%“sl- 1ast l-}nv ha nlll.d L ) hltm tﬂ o
or produce their reocards in event of prounuti.on. It was their bellaf N
that to openly participate would wo.l: against their interests as lesscr .
of the vines and aleo with the unions. Both insisted that 4if they were . =
valled they were willing to testify, but felt thst they oould be of mh :
more assistance as a eanfidlntial source. , . ——

-, ;-.‘..‘- : -.?“-z,-

Mr. Bontzes sfated that recently he had tnhn a trip %o N
Veshington D, 08, with Elshoff for ths purpose of seeing official of

4+he Interior Department. During the visit, Blshoff arransad for hiwm

to meet John L. Lewis, and during the 1nterde1r levwis tlnyl referred
to Elshoff ag Carlse A short time ago Rlshoff had also approacshesd hin
#sUhcerning the iiine A propertiess Elshoff d Bontzes %0 pay oﬂ'
the notes whioh is presently held by Bdm urke or . ".
. United Kine Workers. Hs suggested thai note 00 off 57_ - ;;‘
applying the royalty fram line A to the note until sueh time as 1t I
w-- retired. Bontzes refused to do this and Elshoff stated that'df . Ca
there was & fareolosure, &ll the equipment would be taken out of f - ’w‘_'-" -
‘t!\-ﬂ, —u_ina 1--'125 ‘nn\-vl—onn -1+h 'nﬂ‘l"h‘“r l’nﬂ' a holn in tln mmmd Y ?‘_._:...,.

Bontzes felt that Blghof{ intended to bring this m:bjoot v tt th.
time of the Lewis i.nto:‘vio'- ‘but auoh wes not tha onse, ',

N
'

* Bantzes ltated e.].ao that lime .lpru, 1948 Elnhotf hu
olaimed that hs is not obligated to pay the rogalty; that this is the _
obligetion of the Federsl Govermment. s is presently in arrears -7
with his roynlties. He also oleims thpt the Federal Goverment should .°- '
_ subsidice his payroll. The following w.’s,ro from lllhoff ‘I‘.o tho Intorior .

EPH_‘G.TI:!H‘; is q‘ﬁctvd f:"“ the "1--. - h S e cen T

e . S = \;"_'__-

-

“Tour wire utating Bo f\mds unna'b‘.lo aolmowledged. Referonu
mﬂa to your wire June T to District mma;era re vacation pay and tooln
This oompany oamnot oarry cut these instructions beocause of lack of - s
funds or oollsteral seourity to Cbteincthem, Would like o dieouss’ ,,.
this and other matters with you on Tuesday er Wednmsday hiaehlng‘ton. v
Adviss what day satisfactary, Miners employed at this mine lock %o S g
Govermment for this increase. If wagos and high oost canneriss oan be -7,

.-,IKDULuuvB i act }‘15\- scst mines; Reome t.pln'v{-lm must be made &o & R
avert fallure to pay minsrs an June 27. i 12 h;t psy da.y takeg om
~ olfe &i.snod carl !labaﬂ‘ o SR B :

-‘r.'. %

it%‘

N R SE ‘.A.n-ﬁ b _'1.‘\_.
‘--3-'--" ':'-*l Qe T ""1-.".'1}!;%.‘““*;



INTERVIER WITH n.horr 1s pronntly the Pederal Menagor of txm =
w%u.rm _BECIB‘) ‘ ni.nu undor tho prolont emorgonoy oondlﬂou. ¥
"{loontinued) : SR

fram the roocords, that Mine B producod much more ooal undor the ¥nited
¥ino Workers prior to 1932, than it did undor tho Progrossiyos subso
to that dato. Bowovor, this rato of production 444 not ineronsc afbar/:
tho mino oponod in 1939, Thoro 1s a lottor on filo from Elshoff datod)
Docomber 6, 1940 advising Bontros thot ho was not aftor hoavy Soxnago,!
but ooonomisal oporation of tho mina, This mgy bo usod ta robut agy |
oontontion on Blehoff's part that Progrossivo oporation rosulted im |
roducod tonnagos A study of doily tomnago figuros during April end

productioni . e

%

Other notos tokon fram tho f£ilos which =y bo of nollnboml

.

i

1l Elshoff ropartod to b 1z Chion.go on Saptcmbor 25, 1988
‘whon ¥IRB ordorcd Blshoff to doo.l wl.th tho Pro;rouiwl. -"ﬁ.«:

*
-
.

-

2, Paloottl roportod working ot tho Jerrormn Miz 5@

- . . - »

' R

Iosscr aleo paya taxos on bui.ldi.ngt otl!ino.tbut notlinoa. :

. Moy, 1937 dig not disolosc any ovidonoo of o proﬂous llom-dm at t

1.nvosti.gnti.vo intorost nrourollaua SR

It was notod in a casual study of tomngo prodnc‘tiﬂ '%m%,,,.

EA LA

August 24, 1938, I

3. Elshoff did. not m.ko auay oaah pmont for tho loase = "*,;, '-": :
Mino B during tho origindl or eubsoguomt nogotintions. It has no oosh ™
valuo. Taxcs on both proportice for coal rights oro poid by tho loucr. )
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RE: JOHN L. LE7IS, ET AL

' T PR C o " SR

Additional interviews are being hed with miners who were members

of the Progressive Mine Workers of America during the pertinent periocd, - -~ -
Efforts are alsoc belrig made to lccate and interview a oconsiderable mmber

1
LR
j—i "y

of persons who either were hired at Mina "B" for the first time subsequent -
to ¥ovember 1939, or who applied for employment at Mine "B" subsequent %o
November 1939 and were turned down. Numerous other {nvestigative steps

are alec under way in comnection with the warioue requests and suggestions -
which have been received from the Department from tims to time. , - -

In view of the oomplexity of this matter it appears that nothin;
would be gained by attempting to itemize the undeveloped leads at this time,
and accordingly no undevelopsd leads are being set forth in this report,

A P
.-—::-' ,-' ‘7 ’ .= .-J-.é:-"‘ -~ f‘rh— q.-. N e Y
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