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Re: JOEN L. LEIS, ET AL

Lo b L

"During Yov. 1933 or &5 I reccived a registored letter
from ‘ine B offering me back my job under an open shop.

1 understood that wages were to be the regular Illinois
wage sctle. The minors did not like tho idee of going
back undcr the opon shop as FML was the local there but we all had to go
tack in ordor to live 25 we had becn off for 33 months. 4fter the mine
cpened it scemed as tho UMY wanted to destroy FMA. PMA did not uese any
force to sain members as they always had the majority. During this time
many nov outsiders came to finc B and they were UM organizers two such
UM organizors, one from Colorado ~nd ancther from Virginia, talked with me
end asked why I didn't join the UMT and uftcr I told thom the full and com-
rlete story they said I ves right and thoy quit and went bzck to their homes,
The managoement »>f ¥inc B never 82i¢ anything to me ebout which union they
favored, It was the policy of the manegem:snt of Mine B to place PMA men in
bad rooms and give them the worse jobs sc that they would get disgusted
and quit and vhonever a PYA quit or wizs 1aid off they would bring in new
MM men tn tiko their places. UMY men from'Indiana, Nissouri and other
states wore =1l brot in 1nd loecs) men could not get & job ot ¥ine B altho
they were taxpoycors.

continuzd

".fter the mine opened in Sept. 1939 some one used to placc sulphur
rock on my cars of coal and cne weck I was fined $17.00 beceuse of this but
I corplained and it was tzken away. It wns gossip that thc wmoney from the
fines wos being used to poy back the moncy loaned to Elshoff by UMn and to
pay thc UL »rganizers who were boing kept at the mi gard to this
17,00 fine I went to UM heo adqumrtgrs and s2w : and complainoc
to him and he went to the supt. of the cpmpan back., The
night bofore this another UE, organizor $& told me that I would |
continue tc be docked and the? I should ko shut or else--2nd that |
the moncy has to come in. Y. @ERt-1C me this in Mine B. 1 feel that \
some W7 men wors putting hur rock on my cars just to causc me trouble
as my partner never got flncP arnd he was o UMY man,

"Sn anzthor casce I switched my identification eards number with my
buddy =2nd put somc bad eonl with his zood coal and T got docked for giving
good coal but ry buddy did not get docked altho his car had bad cozl on it
~nd this proved that UM men werc getting By with cverything,

"In regard to the noxt NIRE election in Feb. 1941 I focl that the
_cleectinn was properly held but the rcsults werc favorable to UM beeause
UM% had gotten rid of FMA men and replaced Mine B with their UMY men and
thugs., It was not necessary to use any force or anything for UMV to win
that electiosn s they had eaough UMW men packed in Mine B t- swing the
election over to them,
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Re: JOE' L. LETIS, ET AL
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"I don't rocall if I sizned any cards in 1940 or mot: I
think thcy werc prescnted to mc but I refusod to sign

"I am 8till at vine B cigzing.
"I was at some mcoting vhen Glascow said somothing about money and
ha was pub out of the uweeting boozuse of it,

‘ roac this 4 page

] have hat
stotoment €t5 me and 1

", IT¥FISSIS
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RE: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET a4l

The following investigation was cop-
ducted by Special aents | '
at Sprinifield, Illinois on august 27, 1343,

Srrinzfield, Illinois, phone - azents intor-
_ : - at his home in the presence of his wiie and son.

He advised iie could not resd the “n lish laniuaze and it was noted that he

spoke it raiher poorly and it was necessarr for is wife and son to assist

in the interviev.

43

He advised that hie had no crinminal record and presently is working
at ¥ine B.
. . . . ' . (
It is b lieved he w -id r.ake & ratner poor witness as his testimony A
wo:ld have to be given throup . @b interoreter. le further claimed -A;ﬂVA
.

to know little or notining ol the activitiles between th> time the nine shut
dowr. and wae. it recpened. He could, however, testify as to the violence N
used a;ainst him allegedly used to make hin switch from FIL, to UI'., // l

In the files of the Springfield Field Division of this case there
is a copy of the following affidavit which he reaffirmed to assents:

#37..7. OF ILLINCIS ) SS
COUNTY OF S.NGION )

tﬁa% e LiVES

at I'ine B Conal Corﬁpérg‘.

bein  duly sown on oath deposes and states
, Sorin field, Illinois and is arn employee

".Ifiant st.tes that he Tinishied his room in the uine on Septenber 17th about
3 o'clock and azked the driver, L.ORDwiarner for an enpt, car to iransfer
his tools. The driver nail no atieftisn to This affiant although he asked

for an em;t;” car 2 nuaber of times, and finally when affiant a _ain asked for
an eapt,, affiant stetes that L.0. BunsarndF i ded froa the front of the cars
and bavan striking this affiant about the throat and javs, end ju-ular region,
severel.” injurin. this affiant, '

".ffiant states further that while strikin_ him, L.0., 3um_arner cursed this
affiant and c2lled »im a dirt - son-of-a-biteli and told him he would kill him,
nifiant states that he Las bezn unible to retwrn to worl. since beinz struck
b;r Bumearner and ..as suffered severe pain, the injury ifnairing his speech
and causin_ hi: severe pain when eating. offiant stutes that since suff:ring
the injury he h.s becen under the carg of a physician,
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Rz: JOUN L. LEIS, ET AL
INTERVIE [ TITH A TONIC CIUFFETSLLI n,.ffiant further statcs that he
(continued) ' took the matter_up with the Super-

intend mt, Oscar Falcetti, but he
refused to discharge Bumzarner, who is a United %ine Worker."

{signed)

"{seal)
Subscribed and sworn to beforc me this 4th day of January,

1941
(51 ned;§

5 comnission expires Scpt. 9, 154N

The follo iing one sa_u signed tycovritten stoteuent was obtainec

prihé‘iei s 111.,
huust 27, 1943.

LUng

S rinzfield, Til.,
_ B and g 5
: who are ¢ known 1o me to be bpec1gl roents of the Federzl
nvbstlbatlon, United Statcs Departnent of Justice. Ho threats or
promiscs have been made,

"1 vos bor #uW TR m and I bzcame a citizen in

I first JOln&G ﬁﬁ% uwi'e “mine orkers in in Spring-
and I nevor huve held a.y office. 1 started to work at Minc B
ir. Springfield, I11. i R =rc I joined PI%. then, I had no ob-
juetizn to jeining that unio vwas the only one there. I liked the
Fro r_ssive: and they never cunsad me any trouble., I worked till the last
da,, lay 12, 1337 at linc 2 2nd 1 did not knou . anythln zbout & sirike coming
ori untii T was enlled out ©F the uinzs, and I don't know vhat the cause ol it
was, I just did what the PlL. officials told me to do.

"] nover ent bec. to Mine B until in foll of 193% vhen I got a
ivtier from Y¥ine B tcilin, mo to coms bick to work and I wiont out to
Vine B and they told mo 1 “could not work for_g_mnntﬁqor so_as the roon was
SN camc to
Dec, 1336,

not re~uy and then atout a month lat

1y hoas and told rc my roon wes read; A “l nt 6

"From QOct, 1357 until Dec. 1939 I viorked in th~;N
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RC: JOEN L. IZIS, ET L

Lo )

INT=RVIE. 01T ) wThen I went back in Dec. 1339 I still

(continued) wes a Progressive but some time lator
sipned over to U7 bocause eversbody

ves fi-:ting us in the aine,

n] voted tiwicc at ietional lahor Reolation Board clections in the

.wrmorr in oprincfield, I11, and the first time I votoud for FilL and second b7
for U770 because I was then 2 membor of that local. I had to join the TN

bocause there was no nmorce PIL. there at MHine B. I did not want any trouble &<

1 joined ULIT. -

I knoy and I voted Fia

d Just por my dues and any

42CT 15 L

first and then UMV, I nuveor attens any me.
fines bucause I don't 20 to neetings.

“Boih clections verc alriht as f
3

..J
8!3

"] recall that I si med one wetition for ! whieh they said wacs
soin; to bc sent to ..shin ton, D. C. and I never sizned any for UMi. No-
body forced me to sin it.

"] can't read the ®n;lish lan;uzge so I have har
read this te ne and it is true and correct and I have sijned it,%

WiITIL55E8:

"] 2lso wish to sz that in fell ol 1%40 L, O. BUFL.RIER, a

Uli. car pguiler, told ne I hod to o to the UMNe neetings and I told him I
never wont to any mectin:s znd just went hohe and at that time I stilil was
with . o feun dars later T acziked im for an empdty cer to haul my tools
aviay and he turned around and hit me on the side of the neck, T rgpgrted 1t
to P, -too and si med an aliidavit for them. T also told 0SC..2 T..LCETTI
2nd he never said nothin: adout it at all. Uhile in Doctors office some
laryer came b, and Dr. had i teke me to Police where \. arrants 1:as issued
for Bb]’&:ﬂ*m but he von the casc in Court. Doctor 3% % :

/S/ g?gw‘

eder:l Bur. of Invest.

DGC1al o, ent,
St, Taul, Minn,"
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RE: JOREN L, LE IS, ET AL Jpg.ﬂ

INTEAVIS, IT- §

On Au ust 27, 1%4C
was intervicwed with her husbg“.
husomnd workin, a lfine B and she advised that - :
band's brother and that srior to the tine P A took ove: at Yine B,
N ;

L mt el r T o o B TP

. 2 Lo Ll 10T oUth monwis and Vien Iebul—f.m
_,dge re!urned and worked at line B until ahout
and steyed for about

nonths
She f=1t ha*_-coﬂd not furnish ar’ information of walue rela-
tive to the instant case as he was not there.

Tele M one

been working at line B until this

went te
shone et Iy

R LT BN

there to regain his she does not know how
lorng he will remain there but .robanly will return to Sprin.field, Iilinois
in two or three months.

INT DVIT. aTH

Tre followlng investi_ tlon ¥as conducted

advised A _.ents she
merly did work at Mine B.

b the U S. Navyr and is overseas and that he
nonths., She further stated that her husband,
at 'ine B,

She adv*sei that ;e is no
j h the Navy for
never viorked
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ome. He has baern

1A i e v Ll

-resently employed as a track layer at Panther Creek

is above the average miner in intelligence, and
ability to express himself, He was quite excited about events which

{ occurred at Mine B, He can express himself well and would not be easy

to confuse on ¢foss examination. He is believed to be a good, potential wit-
ness, He fuwrnished the following 1nformatlon as set forth in a signed
statement.,

n,
“Rugust 29, 1943.

make the f0116w1ng state-

PR Pl . PP {
luﬂl]blllb’u LICMBelvVeES WO e DU W opeclald As‘-lms vl Ullc fcduru

‘Bureau of Investigation, No promises, threats or consideration

of any kind has been made to me to get me to make this statement.

I am willing, if necessary, to go to court and repeat any part of this
statement.

"y have been in the mines all of my life. I first went to-
Mine B in 1935 or 1936, I do not recall exactly what year it was,
I was a member of the Progressive Mine Jorkers of America at the

time tht I went to Mine B, aAfter the Strike at Mine B was over

I went Dack and worked there until I could see that the Mine was
going to be a United Mine “orker mine. I did not want to belong to
the United Mine Workers so I quit. T got a job at mine A then,

and when after two months it signed up as a UMY mine, I quit and
went over to Panther Creek Mine #2, becaue I did not want to be-
long to the United iine wWorkers. .I was not particularly interested
in the Union affairs, I went to the meetings occassionally, but not
too often. I knew that there was some discussion at the mine and
some grelvances, but. T do not know vhat fhpv were, There were no
slow downs or troulbe before the strike as far as I know, Every-
thing was going along smoothly. I did not attend the meeting of
the local the night before the strike started. T was laying track
at that time and was down below when the strike started, 1T noticed
that the men were sending up small cars, and I told them that they .
would not get anywhere with that., I do not know what they were quarrelling
about, and I did not know that there was going to be 3 strike until 1t

was called,
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Re: JOHWN L, LEWIS, ET AL. [/
22
"] went back out to mine a few days after the

strike started to sign some papers. I do not
remember what it was about. The Progressive

(Continued)

Committee man called me in for it., We went to Falcettifts office to
get something and got the papers there in the office,

"] knew that there was a local formed for the UV the summer
of 1937. I heard somethi _g about a contract with that local, but nmo
one ever asked me to join that local. I did not go out to the mine the
day that the picket linec was formed. I went out a few days later and
stayed \-p.u.t a bit of the time. The men on the picket were all men who

had worked at Mine B. Thcre were no strarngers staying out there all
of the time, T~~~

"After the injunction stopped the picket, they tried to open
the mine, but I did not go to work, They did not want any of us to
come, and only wcre going to let the men who had been causing trouble
at the mine ¢ome to work. I have never heard any of thse men say any-
thing pcrsonally.

"] voted i the electin which was held in December 1937, It
was a fair election. No one tried to influcnce my vote, tell me how to
vote, or anything else., I voted exactly as a T plcascd. After the
election the mine did not reopen for several months. Most of that time
I could not get any work, but I &id vork for a while at a couple of the
other mines, wWhen Mine B was rcopencd, I went back out to work.

"¥hen I went back which was a few days after they reomed, I
did not sce any evidence of any big fire out there. There had been a
few falls and cave ins but theru was no scrious oncs. Some of them I
do not think have been opcned yet. They weren't when I left mine B, in
about January 1941.

"After the mine reopened I was asked many times to join the
United Mine ‘orkers. The men who asked me to join, and argued with me
were not the old men whoe had worked at the mine before, Most of them
were new meén, who I had not know before, They were in the mine, but
“id not do much work. One Was a fellow named & T I never
saw him do much work. He spent all of his time ry:Wamze.
antother wxb""@”rggg p He did not do any work ei*:
most of his ti .« Funhin und trying to organize,
to joing the United Mine Wourkers scveral tl:ﬁs. I do 1ol
11

......... '! Lo o A Joa AL = R NV 3
ouppose Lo e Qoing 1N wne "-u..[lt'—'. n\, u.l. Hnow

g
EI
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Re: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET AL. éi

Lo

< /D

All he did was go around and talk to the fellows,
He was supposed to be some sort of boss I guess,

I know I saw him and Oscar Falcetti, the Superin-

tendent arguing a couple of times. Once I saw them come out of thg
fiice, I do not know what they were arguing about, but I heard g=Hu
tell Falcetti that if he did not like it he could leave, or go
scmevhere else. I wo.dered right then who I was working for.

"1 did not get threatened or anthing like that, I had heard
that some of the other fellows had been beaten up, I was pretty stubborn
about it and would not join the United Mine Workers, and I was afraid
to stay down there for fear that I would be hit too. The men were sign-
ing up for the United ifine liorkers, and 1 could see th t the mine was
going to go over to the Ui/, and I did not want to, so I went over to
mine A when I heard that they wanted a track layer and grader., I knew
that the Mine was going over to the UM/ because it couldn't do anythlng

else., The Progressives were being beaten, They were losing checks off \

their cars and things like that., I knew that the management must be
favoring the United Mine ‘orkers or it would have stopped that sort of
thing going on.

T went over to Mine A in the last part of Janurary 1941.
I was sent a card to vote in the election at ifine B, and went to vote,
. plstopped me from voting., He stopped me when I was there
¢ voting placc. My card was still in the local at NMine Band I
thought that J was elgible to vate, but thev did not let me vote T

wEtav WiiRW 4 s Go Ta =B A o I E Rl T L L AU lIUW AT W Lo VU W e Fe

was not the only one who was not allowed to vote the day of the second
election, I had not been working at [fine A more than a couple of days be-
fore the election. Harvey Williams, who is dead now, went down to vote
with me, and - t.ooped him from voting too. He was not working
anyglace at th

"I have read the above statcment on this page and three other
pages, It 1s all true and accurate,

/s/

Special hgents FBIM
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RU: JOEN L, LE.IS, ET Al /-

7 INTIRVIE UIT

by Special ng nts
at Springfield, Illinois on August 28,

and at firs
as hc said hc did not want to get mixed up in anrthing as

a
is at Mine b and vas afraid that something might happen to him if
. .

1€ Tas somcwict reluctent to answer any

advised he only went to the Fifth Grade but it was noted
ti.at he was well versed in mine matters and appearcd to be mach morc intzl-
lizent than the averaze .dner. It is b:lieved that in thc event he is called
to testify he will meke . Jood witness a2ltho he would not like to have to
testify inas:iuch ad he still is at lline B.

After some conversation hie freely furnished the followin., signed
t_peuritten statenent.

nvestigation, Unitod St-tcs Dcpartment of Justice. No threats

or promises have been made me to give this stitenment,

"I was born §§;1H 2 g " ¥1l. ani am an imcrican
citizen. For the past ﬁi’year_ or §o I havc been at Minc B in Springfield,
I1l. and an a coal A gaer, ..roun«.?or so I first joined the United
Nine vorkers at .y I11. T l:avC never held any office in any union.
I don't know if ‘N. arl Elshoff got alon; with U, prior to 1932. - Prior
to 1932 I fclt that UM, was trying to do all they could for the miners.
when PM. was formed at Mine B in 1932 I fult that everyone wanted to new
: union as ther did not want to take any cut in wagus. Llhe trouble 5Tarted
- then when John L. Lewis signed a contrcct under an energency, after he said
the ballotd were stolen from the second election and the miners did not like
that. I think that P4 operated pretty smoothly from 1932 until the mine
closed down in 1337 and I ncver heard or knew of any trouble with Klshoff
or P! officials. I never heard Elshoff or F.ICETTI compl:oin that Pha
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RE: JOREN L. LETIS, ET 4L

' A .:) <

INTCRVIE. WIT. 3
(continucd)

Y

officials wer: crooked or wron .. I never
heerd anything srior to the strike about
getting rid of PiL. and gctting back U,

I and others felt that the Fith officials werc doing a good job and we aid
nnt susscet tuen of anpthin: and folt ithat they vere running Loecl -54 alriht
for us. It wes run in en orderly fashion. PM. never used any forcc to mekc
us “dners d> thinss or votc amy spzeial war. T used to attond the important
7% nmeetin. but did not attend all of the ordinary mectinzs. I and othcr
miners have felt that some of those FL. nen who vers conviected in the bombing
casc could have been not guilty. I and bthers vere all seatisfied witi:i the
ooney reports from Fiih officials and we nov.r suspected then of doin- anythin:
wrong with the nioney. ’ b

"Fren 1932 to 1437 I don't reezll of UM, ever picketinzy Mine B or
causinz 2 strike ther. and I never saw or received any literature nor did
asyonc try to make e joim P7. and leave FiL.. I have neover heard anything
about any Jurtles b.tween Elshoff and (Y7 men. T never knew anything zbout
thc vage ques in the Sprln’ of 1¥37 until one afternoon about 2:30
otclock wher i 577, board member, cclled us out of lMine B and told
us winers thot they been unible to reac” a wagc a_reenent.” 1 did not
attund any mecting itiie nitht before the strike but hcard at the mine that
sone ,i.. fellows wmere expelled at thet neeting,

"Before the strike be an in 1337 it was common 5assip that Joe
Albanesc, andrew Schrelevious, Doninic rasquale, Fete Carter, Frank austin,
Tory Plotch, John ananias, John Sirtout, George and Eiory Jacaway, Charles
Bohannon and Janes Hlale, belonged to one clfck at Minc B and that they were
giviny informction To MM, altho they belonged to Plia.

"on tho mornlng of th; strike I did not know that sonc PHA men had
been oxpelled and I went to wori as usual., JDuring that dar I did not hear
anron: tall about the wa e question nor taik cbout the uxowlled men., I was
togen by surorise whon I 2ot called up at 2330 P, Y. On thot day I loaded
ry cers the same as biforce but at some tinme I heard somcthing chout cars
being lead.d short but T never found out what it wos 211 ab ut, I did not
knovw we wuere goin, out on strilic t111 we pot to th. op of the nine that
cfternoon, I don't rially knou vhat the ccusc of the strike was. T cant't
scy if it wos ovor the wag: quostion op boeous:t of the wxp:lled non not
bein, fired. )

when I went home that nicht I had no idea that we would be out on
a strike, I night have sijned somc petitions in sumncr of 1337 byt T just
can't r.eall shout it now, T nayr ave sigmed some, I3 §i,uud A1y Mo one
forced mz to sig: it and it was donb voluntarily by ne.
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RE: JOHN L. L2.IS, ET .L j - ] .

T don't b-licve I was contactcd by anyone
in July, 1937 to join the UM, local. I
heard about it thcn. T don't know what

the cpove mentioned fellows werc doing in 1337 or thorcabouts, I did not go

brek to work in fall of 1337 as at that tine I did not do anyr picketing and

I was sick around that tine anyway. Ve wers told Pl offieials that if we

did not hels in the sit doun strike that the UIZ nen would got out jobs and

T vent over off and on 2 fow tines to help then out. At that time I was on

r:licf and had to vork out some of thc moncy. I wes not at mine B when the

Yarshall case out with the: injunction. *he sit down strikc was run in a

ver  orderly manncr and ve werc there to srotcet the propert; and would go

back as Fli but wwmld not go bock under Wf7. TJc washed the rooms, ruarded

the sowder housc, and protoctod the ivinc ropertr. =hile I was around UII7 dla

not bring in any 1xn to work there. FPL: ncn were in the strike and no
cutsiders were brot in te help us. T understand thot when the llarshall came
out P'.. nmen loft peaccably end therc were no fights. e werc not forcod to

go on thc sit dovn strike.

INTZRVIE,, WITL
(comtimed)

"I did not go to liine B in Deec, 1937 when they tried to rcopen it.
I took part anu voted in the TIPst NIRS, voting for the Pia. I voted for
the of 1y own frec will feeling thét they had a majority anywar, so far as
I know no thrcais or violence uas uscd in anyway to influence the men to votc.
we wet at the Py hall and went to the arwmory to votc in pairs or croups,
there Wwere no stron aru sacthods used to influence us in the wa; we voted.
Voting was by sucret ballot and under the direction of a Government man. I
have no rocollisction of bein, contucted by any Ul men in an atteupt to tell

oz how %o vote,

"] dont reserber soing out to the mine when an attenpt was siade to
re-open it in Jan. 12338, I dont recnll recieving ang- notice to o to work
as I ruecll it nou I just heatd coout it Thmy b telk. T an unablc to rive
any first hand inforustion as te what happoen.d at tixdis etienyt to open the
minc, Fron shortly elter this tinme on I wni on [4 and didn't teke any
active intirest in vhat vac -oing on in toe aine, T heard runor at this tims
that blshoff was gettin wongy from the Ui, but s> far as I knouw no one
could prove it,

" hen to mince opened the last time in 1339 I biiicve I received a
registered lettor fro.s Eishoff, in rosponse to this I r- ort:d hack to go
to vork. 4t that tine the - told me when to report back to o to vork, As
I rzsorbor it T had no personal knowledge as to the nature of any a2 reetent |
as to uazes or anything elsc, I believe howcvor that the senle imst have beorn
th: sanc «s Union w.ag:s throughout the stztc or clse the ricn wou.d not have
gone back at all. I beliceve that when they were ready for me to cooc,
back to work sone of the other miners in the neighborhood cane by and told
me they werc ready for mo to coue back to work, Wwhen the rine was first
op ned up evorything secncd to re to go along fine and dandy for about a
year T b.lieve, Prior to shortly prior to the last NIRB eluction they
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RE: JON L. L5 .IS, ET AL el .

&7

wouldn't let any of the¢ sons of the miners

conme to the mine to work, but during this

period they would let then come in providing
theyr wouid join up with the UL/, it is v belief that this was the method
used to enlarge thc UM, nmanbership at mine "B" so they could call for a
NLAB eloction and be sure of winning, T &6HYt know who made this rule,
whothor it was a Union Rule or z Company ong, nor do I knou who revoked it.
I believe nowever it was donc by what I ea2ll Elshoffts gang, in the UM
During this period all of the new men hired vwere menbeors of the N0, they
would take on nmo new P men at all, The U7 men did ne no harm personally.
I heard of dirt) tricks being  layed to other nen and knov of one :an whose
na < I do not recall at :r“scn+ being beat up and spendin some time in the

INTZ. VIE LWITE
(continued)

"Sone timc between the opening of the mine amd the last elcetion,
Tony Plote and "Cotton® .nanias, visitcd ne at wuy home and tricd to get me
To etz up with the TIZ, T I T5TY then I woold do vwhatcover the majority wantec.
They said to "Hcll® with the najorit, wic want you nov. I finally rejs ined
the UL because iy son wante xd a job in the mine and I had to be a menber of
the Ui77 in order for hin to .ot it.

-
-
b

¥

jvt]

3

o

[ 4
[y

5

]

-~

=}

=g

gvnhrti—
g vl

o T f
get out of of the mlne. I basc this on what I hcard and saw done to other
miners who Gouldn't join. I dont fcel that I joined the U, of my ovn
free will but beeccusc o the pressure brought on me as I heve indicated here,
if it hadn't been for this I would heve st ;ed with P4 as I was satisfied
with that Union., T know of nothin: elisc done by the nana_caent that woulid
indicetc prefercnce for the WML, BSo far as the Fliia men werce concerned they
Just had to take it and keep their nouths shut. I do not reczll sisning any
merbership cards in cither PIL or UL/ during the suacr of 1340,

"T do not think that 211 of the men who voted in the last NIRB
election, I fuel that a lot of the UM nen who voted were hired at the mine
sinply so they couid votc and rmive UMD a majority. 4s far as the clection
itsclf was concerned 1 feel that it sas run honestly. 1T voted for the 47
in this claction mysclf because I had joined the VML and fclt that it was
best that I should vote this iay in order to avoid any trouble.

"T bclicve that YMine B is in bad condition and that if it had beenh
t

closcd for anothor yoeor fh.v would have becon unable to reoran it at alld

e R MR AR s ARG Rl trA W S UV = YW N}

app.ars to ne that tHc Fxru~c1ay under the coal has heaved up and would
have bloexed the nint cntirel, if it had rerained elosed rmach lonzer. 1
have no presant recollecetion of the fire in the nine in 1339 at all, :

"I do not have any poosonal knowlad e concerning the time when
Glascov was kicked out of the UIIU mecting, T do know that hc wasn't clectod
to a2 union office the last tinme he rane
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HT folt that conditions were bétter under

KE: JOHN L.

THTERVIES WITH [

{continued) the PMA and as far ms I personally am con-
cerned I would rather have them represent
me,
I have read the forcgoine statipent of 3 pages and it is all true
and corrcct to tho best of wy knowled e, I am therofore sioning the sazoe."

. /s/

HWitnessed

Spec. Lot. FBI, US Dopt. of Just. (ST. Paul)

Spzc. «gt. FBI, US Dept. of Just., (Milw,)
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Res JOHN L. L¥VIS, ET AL

in was interviewed at his resi-
dencs, . Springfield Illinois on
Y,

August 43, ~
#is 8 meek individual who eviden X
nire At % mine as lnng as he aould worlz. He would

no interest in the alia the
not maexe & good witness beoause he does not reoall events whieh ocourred,

joes not remember names, and was not in a position to know much about what
heppened &t the mine beomuse he worked above ground. He would make & fair

appearance, ca&n be understood, but does not poesess aggressive qualitiesg

sufficient {¢ withstand any oross examination. He is presently employed
' EESR o s bom&

The follcwing is & signed statement obtained from

Springfield, Ill.
August 25, 1943

I make the following E%Etﬁﬁunt
te] ; have identified themselves to
e Bureau of Investigation. No

premiscs, threats, or any oonsidersti.n has Been made to me to méke this
statement. I am willing to &ppear in oourt To repeat this stutenent if

DECESSArY s

"I got & Job &t the Mine [BJ sometine along in January of 1936
Soon after I sturted wor:ing Therc 1 was epproached by threc men on the

s Ao O e Ty - oAy T Ar mat reremper thair nemae . Thay selrad me +a Indiwn
G UMpPpaRIly PJUJUL h.)‘l a QG0 IOV FEMEocl Vvl l GG o e ~vy Soaud hiv W ¢0al

the Union. I told them I wo-ld if nocessary. I asked the su"{iﬂjﬁﬁﬂ&?t

if I should end he told me I should 8o I joined The Progressivc Mine
Worger's of am:rica. Thoy took my dues right out of my pay chcek.

" worked in The Re:eil Yards and Tipple most of the time. I
worked below only & couple of monthsg.

"I rscall when thc strike ococurred. I had not heard sny dis-

oussion ebout a strike, and was surorised when the strixe ooourred. 1
did not know of any diffeoultles in The nine over irapges or cover disoharging.
I hed no idoea about whet the sirike was all elout until after the strike.

I do not remembur what was told me about why *he stirike was caused. I did
not stuy around the mine muei a’ter the stirike was oulled.

- "A Fow days uftor the strike wus oclled I went buel to the nine.
The mon were Just stunding around. I went to work & few days above ground.
No one tried to koop me from working, but thore wes not much to do so I
quit and did not evon go Baok to The minc sino¢ thui time. 1 got cnother

Job and have never rcturnud to rinc "B",
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JOKN L. LE.IS, ET AL

Lo Lap
"While I was a member of The Progressive Miner's I
did not attend more than 3 or 4 meetings. I was
not particularly interested in what happened. 1 had
no trouble with the Union, I did not see anything
wrong wit.. the P, M, .W.. I did not care much which Union was running the
rmine, I - hought most of The men at the mine wanted the Progressive Mine
Worker *= und were satisfied. There were a few men who were disatisfied —
with the 2. M. W. But I do not recall who they were or what they objected
to. I do not recall anvone sayinz that They wanted to change Unions, I
do not recall any tzlk avout chanzing Unions.

11 do not recall if I sisned any papers or Petition. I recall
that there were some petitions passed out br Both the P. M. W. & U. M. W.
Worker's around the mine, 3ut I do not recall heving ever signed any
paper's at all.

®T do not recall any wiolence or threats. There was no wage
trouble. I just did not know why the sirike was called, or have puch in-
terest in The Union at all.

"I have reacd the a-ove statement on this page and three other
pages. It is all I recall., It is all true and accurate.n
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Va.s intorvlawed at the Springfield

He js prescntly employed at
Aisld, Illinois, H
c torcd azcnte 42 bhe a rnnd ﬂntontla 1tnegsg. Le
claims that he can read bu t cannot wr1te Engliah. Be speaks English rather
well, docs not have a2 pronsunced secent end is fairly casy to undorstand,

He ecan oxprcss hinmsclf in Znglish foirly well., He would make & good appearanc)
Interviewing agents hove some doubt, howevor, &s to his ability to undsrgo

2 rizicd cross-examination., Be would probably be onsily confused, and would
follow 2 lending question and pr-bebly become confused in some inconsistency.

I
4
W)
4

YT

Upon being interviewcd he exocuted tho following sizned statcment:

"Springfield, Il1,
August 27, 1943,

I make the following statement to
. who have ifentified themselveos
: furcau of Investigation. No
rromisc¢s, thrcats, or consideration of any kind has bcen mede to me %o meke
this statement, It is true and accurate, I am willing to go to court, if
necessary, and repeet this statemcont.

"I first started to work ot Minc B inF when I first cams to
this country., Fxcopt for & short pariod in 1923 or 24 1 stayed at Minc B
until the strike in 1832, During that time I was a2 menber of tho United
Yinc “corkers, T attianded moetings every tuo or throec rontha., 1 was not
an officar, In 1922 when the strlke occurrpd I had some money saved up.
e . 4 ' : I lost all my a while,
tiine B becauscd
officer of the‘Prpggiﬁgngd“;nQ —orkers Unjon and h
kopt me from getting & job, 1 worked on WPA and other things untxl 1536
when I was able t5 got back ints ¥ine B,

"In thosc days Tony Plotoh 259 . B Hc did not
i like the idea >f joinins tnc“?roarcsslvc'm ¢ .orkers, and 1 §2w many men

: cone ffom the mine and argue with' him, trytny T37FEt him to join the PV of
A, Hc also 121d me about it, «nd that he wanted to stey with the United
i*ine Workars,

"A11 the time from 1932 to 1938 I 4ried to get & job at the ¥ine B.
Yany times I would be cut at the mine ang esk for a job, and Oscar Feleoetti

- Yan
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t0l¢ me and ther other men that therc were no jobs,

I know, howover, that when Joe Albanose or some of

the other mcn who wanted the TUHITod Uine workers
brouzht someone to Falectti to ask them to hire them,
that Tzaleetti alviiys would hirc them, I know this because 1 was stending
ar~un¢ trying to get a job., I saw Falcetti hire men introduced to him by
Joo Albrncsc and Jlﬂmy fizle just zft-r he had told me and other men that
there vare no jobs in the mine.

INTIRVIE. 1

"Finally I sot o job at “ing B. I jolncd the Frogressive fno
" orkers of Lmericm. 1 weat to the mc:tings ovory mow and thon, m mostly Just
to eleetions and t-o Srecizl moctings. In thosc ycars there were several
fellows who werc causcing troublo ot the meetings and in the mine. I did
not hear oll of them, but I did hear Joe Albanesc, Tony Plotch and Jirmy
Hale szy in the Prugrossive Vine orkers mocting, thi%zﬁﬁmﬁﬁfiocal w54
thzt someday we w>uld all have t> join the United Yine orkers azain, and
that we whuld bo bettor off if the loueal wore connected with the UMy instesd
nl tThe Fh..

"it other times in thst year before the mine went on strike 1
overheard Domenic Pasquale sey scvorzl times that we ought to join the
mri. I elso heard 5 say the samo thing,

"Thosc men I named and alss others sueh as John Sirtout, Andy
chrekevious, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Cattoqgggnia?“’fhﬁny Eohe¥dfon,
tTHe Y J‘ca\ay were tric?”ﬁy the unisn and expellcd T%e? EEPrTTericd

. !*:a—- I, oy ~ odk=fTem S8 T wmoan¥V saeiiomn Vs
or 83 before the strike if I rocall scour uuu;y

"I cttended ths moeting =f the local #54 the night before the strik-
I think that it was 2 special meeting, I think that there was an announce-
ront in thc paper, but I am not sure. There was an announcemcnt on the minc
bulleotin board, Thero wers over 200 men thero ¥hat night. 7e docided thot
. we would not go back to work uetil these men had becn fired. I think these
men had been tried before, but the union decided that night to kick thom out
2f the Tnicn, and esk Paleetti to fire them. The noxt <ay we went to work,

rad wort Qovm intos the mine o 2id not want 4o work cs long s thoasc nthor
N cown 1nto The ming, . Ci1C nov want -ong (P4 ouner

men wore sworking there, 2nd we only put a little coal into eoach car, Finally.
they called us out,

".s far 28 I can rorcmbor therc was nn discussion about a contract
or wages at the necting the night befire the strike. T did mot quit work
boeause »f wagos or the contract,

"it that time I was very well satisfiec with the way the EZEE;EEELZQ—-

Mine T.oorkers wore running, and was satisfied with local #54. I éi
TRant TS 6HeEnze unions, 1 think everybody clse was satisficd 2lso with the
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loe2l, oxcept those few men who had been kicked out. I
heerd no complaints about asseasmonts, duss, check offs
anl otc,

" ftur the minc went down I wont back home. The next few drys 1
went out to the mine with the rest of the fellows. I was rcady to go to
ucrk if they would fire the men, and would recognitc thc Progreossives as the
unin. I had heard that Falcectti hac said that he would not rocognize the
Frogrossives 8 the unicn there ooy more., I do not recall svery signing
ary papers about the strike, cither for the PMI of 4 or the qUM/, After a
while I tried to get another job, and I did get 2 job on the wPA.

"That summor I knew that a UMW local was formed for XMine B, I did
not know thet o c-ntract had teen sicncd with this jon by the ¥ine B
company. That summer both Jog nlbanbsc and Sl csked me
t: join this URST locol, but I did not. I aid mo
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he mon when +'|mﬁu triad
HHHHHHHH he lag

to> open thc mlne. I dld n: t war t to go back to work unless they rocovnlzed
the Frogrsssives =3 the Union. There werc a large number of us there that
day, Oscar Falcatti got up and told us all that we could comc back to work
but that we w-oul< have $o j~in the MV in order to waork 2t the mine because -
they hal signed a contract, 2ic¢ not want tc work as o UMD because 1 was

a prugressive a=nd wanted to stoy o progressive., Only 12 men went down thet
day., The next day we all came back, and thgsc 12 mon did not zo back into-
the mine. “'e stayed ar-und tho mins then for sbout 2 months until the

Unitd States Yurshall brought us an injunction, I heard about Flshoff tryin-
1o cpen the ning & few Cays 2fter that, but did not go down to work because

I was t351¢ that I vould not be able to work unless I was o M7,

"A few dnys after that I voted at the elcetion. Vo one told me
how to vote, bothored meo, or throatsned me in cny way, I voted just as I
vanted to. I think it was & fair clection,

"I heard that they tried to open the mins again, but I did not
try to 5o back to work bocause I ¢id not want to work as a UMve T got
an~ther job on the “Ph.

"In the 211 of 1539 thoy decided to reopen tho minc. I zuess
Falecetti told the men that ho would rocognite the Progressives as the
union. I ncver hzurd anything about it.

"I went back %o work on the first day that the mine was open,
I went bnck o whore I had beon working befure., That part of te mine was
in good condition, I knew that thore were a fow falls in the mine, I
Zuess thero vierz a couple of bad ones, but they had not fixed thom when I
left.
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"ifter two or thres months or so they started hiring
new men at the mine. I was not present but I heard
{eonTinucad) that Falcetti was doing ezain the same things about
hiring that he had done befsre, thzt is, tclling the men
who cams to ask for work that they wore nst hiring, unloss they were
introduced by Joo 4Albanese -r some of the >ther UMT men, I did not see this.
iftir that scveral times I vas asked to join the United Mine “orkera. 1 was
asked by Jog albanesc, and zlso by a pan named He hed nevcr
worked at ths mino Bpfjrc the strike. Ee wos sdppased to timborman,
but hc only worked o 1ittlo bit oach day, and the rcst of the time he ran
arsund the minc talking to men., Hc came to mo several times to ask me to
Join the UM/, I told him that I would noi, bocause I was o Prozressive and
¢i¢ n=t want to change,

"1 knev B in the mine, Hc¢ never talked to me about
joining the UM.. He Ba_ ®ho job of nir check man, He was supposed to go
arcund and cheek the nir. 011 the ti e I had been in the nine before thero
nover ha? Yecn zn air chock man in The day time., One of the mon chocked the
zir at night.

oY et f e savmsrmiint Loy e o Bl ol ndPd o Td e

NY%ning unususl h nay lu.u_.l.:,x.x ¢z mo in the mine after it Uyl,ncu.
I stayed rizht in my some room all thc time. I know, however, that when
3 room ran out thzt Foleetti tronted a UMY better in giving him a new place
than he did to 2 PRIV, Faleetti did that gquite a bit after the mine reoopened.
Jdoc Jlbanesc scemed to run the place. ©e would be in the office, and it seeuw ?
that whatevoar he snid wes docne. Thot was done to a certoin extont before the
mine went out on strike in 1932, Falcetti always seemed to zive Albonese
the bust considerati-n in ovorything, and the men that iLlbanese brought to
the mine got thc buest ploces t- work, and were treatod best.

"4 couple of months b.fore the second election, I came to the
minc one morning to go to work, just as usual, It was cold, and dark. I wgs =
walking towards the nash shod with my bucket under my arm and my hands in , |
my pockets. ® B, whc was 2 new man whe had just been hired at i
the mine, wal 8 me and knockoed me down into tho snow with his A
shoulder. Bcfore I could got up he and 10 or 12 other men who were hanging (
around came up and ki;{od me and beat mo. The only one I recognited end

knew by name was CudgdBaungerdner, 1 rocognizec some of the other men
hiw, A amA T did ot Traa Eham hy oma

L. un
O OAred and i e BddJEY wiiin UJ dlAliN. g

"I got a chance to get up and did, and got away from them, and
vont in and told Fzlcotti what had happened. He told me that he was sorry
but did not do anything about it, I callcd my father up out of the minc that
day, ond quit. I nevcr went back to the mine at all, The company clerk serx
mo to the eompany doctor. Hc checked on my back. The company sent me a
lotter tolling me that the company would not pay my expenses, So I had to
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go to another doctor. He told me that my back had been
hurt pretty bad, and I had to teke treatmente for a
month or so,

"I was mcver disatisfied with the Progressiva YMine orkers, I did
not want to join the United Hine orkers. T voted in the elction held
a couple of months aftor T quit, It was o fair eloction too. 1 could not
sot a job a2fter that for more than half a year, I would have liked to
stay on 2t the mine, but I 2id n-t want to stay on and work under those
conditions,

"I hzve read the sbove statement on this page and five othor pages.
They are all truc anc accurate, and I am willing to go to court, if nocessary,
and repcat all or sny part of it,.

(sizned)

signed) FBI"
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Re: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL.

T

was interviewsd at his heme,
Springfield, Illinois, on the

1943 Ex Special Agents

' Y €
He is extremely diffioult to understand He is very

R definite in his opinions, and would be very diffiomlt to oross up on
P cross examination., 3ecsuse of his speesh diffioculties he would not
meke a good witness, He E ve t _ T pned statenernt, which

wag read to him by &

"Springfield, Illinois
August 26, 1943,

neme is * EET I make the following statement
e 3 LT who have identified
themselves to me to be Special ngents o e rederal Bureau of In=-
vestigations No promises, threats, or consideration of eny kind has
been mede to me to make this statement. I am willing if necessary to
go to oourt and repeat this statement beocsuse it is true and socurate.

"1 wns working at Mine B several years before '932. I was &
member of the United iine o¥Xers because I could not work at that mine
unless I was & member of the United Mine ‘forkers. In 1932 there was
some trouble &nd all the men at liine B joined up with the Progressive Mine
Yorkerss I joined up too at that time, and was willing and anxious to
do so. I belcnged to the Progressive Mine ‘forkers a1l the time until I
quit working at Mine B in 1941. "1 never had any compleints tgainst
the Progressive Mine Torkers. I was sttisfied in every wuy with the
trectment I got from them and the way they aoted. They never trhrectened
me with anything or asked me to do anything that I did not want to do.

" ™Then the mine went on strike in 1937 I wes down_ I did not
lmow obout the strike until they told me that the strike wms one I came
up to the top and they told me that the troulbe wus about some contract,

but I do not remomber the detnils. After the atri e I oume home and
did not go beok to the mines I did not sign eny petitione

™Then the men were oalled to go back to work in September of
1937 I did not go backe I told the men that I would wuit and see if they
actuslly did stay there before I went buoke I had 8 job with the VPA
so I wanted to be sure that the minc wms going to work before I went back,
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I kept on working with WPi. I voted in the eleotiam
in December 1937. XNo one told mo how to vote or made
me do anything that 1 did not want to do. I voted
Just the way I felt at thut olootion.

"I only heard of the mine trying o go back once, between the
time of the atrike and the time that the mine cotually stirtod to works
‘Then I weni buck te wo~k I did not see mny indication of tny big eave inm
er firee The minc wus in good shtpo when wo went baok to worke.

"after I went book toc work it was e yeur before anyone asked
me to joian the United Mine “Workers. About the stme time my olothes
wore stolen, and my tools were takome I talked to Elshoff, and Falgetti
about it but they did not do onythings I quit work the dey thet
wt.s beaton, whioch wis just o fow duys before the next olootion e
mince I voted at the eleotion, but I nover went baoke I never joined
the Unitcd Minc "Torkers but I had boen nsked to do so muny timose

"I was olwoys sotisficd with the Progrossivo Minc Yorkerse I
nover wentod to join the United Mine Workerss ¥Wone of thé Progressive
minc workers cver threatoned mo or asked me to do anything thot I did

not want to do.

nt_on this cnd one other poge has boen roud
It is truc and cocurcte.

"Tho above gt
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ves interviewed at his home,

Springfield, Illinois, on the aft
1943, b Speolal Agente #
. turalize erican ten,

B: is presently employed
" as & mincr at Panther ) | as quite definite in

his statement, Hec¢ does not recall the dcTAllE what happcned at the mine
and aprarently was not too interested, meinly just wanting to work, BEe is
an aggressive sort of individual 2nd would not waver on cross-examination,
Ce requested one statoment te be deleted from his eigned statement because
ke did not want anyonc to have the idea that anyonc would think that any

member of the Progressiv: }ino workers would threaten or cause any violence,
Hee :an'l(c ghr\ﬂ Frieligsh. is gasy to understand and would mako a &Qgé witners

A A et B AW

in cvvery particular except that he doos not have mich information of wvalue.
Upon interview he executod the following signed statomont:

gﬁaving heen

"Springficld, Ohio
August 26, 1943,

make the following statement to
: , *ho have identified themselves
reau of Investigation. Wo promisgesr;

tbr ats, or con81dc atlon of any kind have bcen made to ne to make this
statement. It is true and eccurate end I am willing to sppear in court ir

neecessary =nd meke this atetment again,

ZETIY ANy
A
P

"I first was cmployed at tho liine B two or three years before
1932, “ihon I first was employcd therc I belongsd to the United Mine Workers
tecause I had to belong in order to work. In 1932 there was trouble and
I wert over to the Progrossive iing Torkers bzocausc that was what all the
rcst of the men at Minc B d1d, I hed not objection to the United Mine
“.orkers thcn, but I had po objection to joining tho Frogressive l'ine “orkers.
Both Unicns treated me alright, and I would belang to cithor onec in order
to work., I joined thc Trogressives becausc the majority of the men at
Hine B joincd, Thorc wns no trouble 2t the minc with the Progressivas so
far a8 I Imow. 1 wes viry satisfied with tho Progressive Union, They wero
a fino bunch of men. I am still 2 membir of the Frogressive linc Jorkers,
“When I wes ot iline B I usud to go to the Union mectings of tho FKV regularly.
For a while I was door keeper at tho union mectings. Most of men when to
- 211 the meetings. I do not roeall how many ther: wers, but therc werc gquite
e a crowd et meny of tho moetings. There wore so many at the mectings because
the men were interested in vwvhat wes going on. There was no disatisfaction
with the way thc Union wes being run.

"Oon the doy the strike started I was working on the track telow.
I hed not heard of any trouble, and was surprised when somconec came down
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Re: JOKR L. LIVIS, ZT AL
-}:’?CL_ .E:ZD .

INTERVITT *ITH end told me Yo quit working becouse therc was a strike,
I had not ¥nown anything sbout it. Somc of the men told
continus me what thc strike was about afterwards, but I do not
remember it very well, as te just what the reason vwas,
1 staye? =round the mine for a week or so after that wvaiting to sce if I
could not go back to -vork., Thc mcn -vould not go back and I would not do
enythingz that the majority would not de. “hile I w2s therc I signed a
petition for the Progressives, but I do not rceall exactly vhat it was for.

"In S:ptomber 1 -.as cz=lled beck to vork, and took my bucket and
vont out to the min: to go to work. Then I got therc thor: was o big bunch
of fzllows ther: all =unting to go to work. Oscar Falectti told us &ll
whils I was theore that we would have to jein the United linc Workors in
Ordcr to go to work, I <¢id not want to join the Unitcd Linc Workers. The
majority of th: follows »antzd to work as Progressives and I was not going
to go 2gainst the majority, I ¢id not want to go sgninst the majority
boczuse I vwas satisficd with the Progressives, ané wanted to work with
thosc fellows. #hen we could not work that day, I staycd thero on the
company propcrty for & few days off and on while the other men stayed., It
was & couplo of months lutcr thet we got an injunction to kcep us off. We
£ll left right away. There wos no trouble of any kind.

- e o Asmd A~

1 HTY v 4+ AT ke d 5 Ty
OT blltr mimne vu Qe ll1l00 Walln Jullidll wo

I voted ot the election
wanted, It was & fzir election., Thore was no flghtlug or threats or
anyt ng. Fone of the men from the Frogressives throatened me, or told me
how to vote. The progressives did not tell me to comc to vote, furnish me
with a ridc or anything. I went to the hcadquarters, and thoy told us where
to vots. '

"‘)

"I went therc and voted. Therc vas no trouble, It was a fair
clection,

"Soon ofter the election I got a job at the Penther Creek Mine.
I never hozrd of any attempt to open the mine cxecept the timo I went to
work and the ti e that they did roopsn the mine in 1939, 1In 1539 I went
to work =t "inc £, but only worked onc day beeause of the change in
conditions in thc ning and I thought I would be better off at the Fanthe
Crock ifine. If thore hed becn any other times that I could have gond to
vork 2t Mine B I would havc gonc. T dueided that I would boe better off
bocause 1 was digging coel =t the Ponther Cresk minc, and was getting too
_ 0ld to lay track any more, Ly gquitting had nothffg to do with the Union
x situation,
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Re: 4OFN L. LEIS, ET AL
boc V0T))

NTERVIDW HITH "I was alwoys sxtigficd with the Progressive Mine Workers
of Amcrica. They treated me fairly,” mever thremtened me,

{continued) or sbuscd me in any way,., I was never threatened or
mistrectud by anyone.

"1 have rzod the cbove statement on this 2nd two other typowritten
pazes. Lverything on this stotomeat is true and z2ccurate.

(signed)

{sicned)

{signed) FBRI"
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RE: JOHN L. LEANL! "::
-

The fcllowing estiration o conducted by Special
Agontc VRN ' ; at Springfield,

111 1noi"‘—?"s, n ugu'st"msu

Springfield, Illinois, telephone F Agents
ed s

3

interviowe ¢ orivised he has never becn arrest

He zppeared to bo more intelligent than the nverage miner and it
wes noted that he fully understood gquestisns when esked nnd he uppeared to
have ¢ vory excellent memcry as he recrlled many dates and specific instances,
He sperks the Bnglish langungoe but at times he is difficult to understand,

He elsc appoared tc be well versed with the mine conditions end it is be~
lieved he wruld mrke & grcd witness, He indicated a willingness to testify
irn the event it w.s necessary.

_zave Lgents the following sirned stotenent which he sipgn

Thd T T R

EEE——— 1
¢n the lust page and 1n1t1aleA on the other poges

"Springfield, Ill.
/ zust 30, 1943

give the following signed statoment tc
vho are knowvm to me to be Spec. 4gts, of the

Sprlnﬂfield I13., I wns born
and became a clt.ﬁgmtn '
SN in Pennn. this was a UMW, union.
I hove never held s union office. I sturted werking in Xine B as a coal dig-

ger in 1936, 1 am 8til1]l working there, I irined the Prm:rro:::n ves in 1932 as

25¥aa —adnadiry, WIS TS o Faald Vs ool

that tine I wus working in the copper mine,

"During the yoar and half prior to the strike I knew of no trouble
at ¥ine "B". I lmow nothing of anyone trying to couse t¢ny trcuble at that
time. I wns alwnys satisfied with the Pu.HiAe and felt they were O.K. I at-

tenled P.M.A. meetings about cnce u menth, becsuse I folt it weuld 1cok bad
if I didn't,

"I heard nbout the mon being convicted of bombings but have no per=
scnnl knewledge of it,

"I wi.s satisfied that the P.M.A, officials wore handling the union
money O.K.

™Thile we had & P.M.A. uni-n en? before the strike I saw no trouble

with UMW, nen b< thering us. I did not know enything ebout any U.M.W, sples
being in A.LW. and knew nothing about cny body trying to swing AJHN. niners
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RE: JOHN L. LE’IS, ET AL

Ler
T by

INTERVIE! WITH to UK.V,

*I have nc knowledge of Elshcff giving any perties for
UK We officials,.

"I hoard in A»oril of 1937 that Elshoff didn't want to sign & con-
tract with the Propressives., I don't remember of anyonc trying to cause any
Aisturbance cr nake us think thot PHA couldn't got as good o contract as
U.us"in

"I ¢rn't remenber any cumotion st the mine cver wages.

"I di2 nct atiend the meeting at which the spies were expolled,
but I knoew there wus tc be o mecting., The next merning I heard tnlk at
the mirs that these mun hed been cxpelled, I don't remember the next mern-
ing whot the arjument wes sbtout I think noybe it wns nbout woges. I rember
the miners being expellod from the union end that the menagement wouldn't
expell them, the miners di2 n-t like this becuuse it wns o clcsed shop end
they should have been expellel, I remember the cors being short loeded on
Moy 12, this w.s dcne beceuse the Compeny was not going to give back pay.
I lceced ~ne shrrt, we miners did this curselves just because of back pay.
“hen I went to wcrk thot dey I €é4d. not know therc was gelng to be & strike.
As I remember the strike wes called beth because of bock pey & becuuse they
would not fine tho expelleld miners,

"I stpned the P.M.A. potition in Mey of my own free will. We signed k
this petiticn on the rcnd outside the mine to shew theC€o. we were all Pro- E
gressives., I sipned rnnother potition for P.M.A. to show we were still all - §
Progressive_,_ I signed this cf my own froe will. I never elgned any U.M.#, ;
petition.

"H-body csked me to jein the UM, 1oeal fermed during the summer
cf 1937. I heard thit srme miners were visited at their heme to got them
to sign, but no ecne Lothered mo.

"In the swamer of 1937 I heerd thnt Elshoff hnd signed o contract
with the U.H.49,

"I returned tc tho nine to go te work in Sept. 1937. Sone U.M.W.
nen wont down, the Proprossives wanted to zc down, FALCETTI told us that if
we Tﬁed to go dewn we would have to join the UMY, DOUINIC PLSGUALE,

CH.S £ BOHLNOE, ANDY BCHRELEVIOUS, "COTTON® ANALNIAS, JOE ALBANESE, FRANK . -
LUS] ;end T believo JOHN SIRTOUTcnd GE0. & FIORY JACKAAAY !
and JAVES ﬂAL:...went dewn to work that doy, T-“*told FALCETTI thut {f he
wented PuMule men they wculd go down but he wou t let them go down. 1
don't know whether cr not nct P.Mdie had had ¢ meeting tc decide what to do.

a A = e
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RE: JOHN L. L®WIS, ET AL | .
1é’7’c; .éb‘;

"That day we had o meeting and decided to go back the
S next dey to picket the mine. We stayed nisht end day

(Tontinued) after that. We steyed there and watched the place after
that. WYe stoyed there ond wntched the place zfter that.
The men who had gone cdown the day before were in the office and the Sheriff
camu cut «nd let them ;o home. Me stayed obout 65 days efter this to wnteh
the property. I wus there every night. We were saurding the property so that
ne one would hurt it end tlame the P.l.A. Ko P.M.A. nen were brought in fram
cutside to nid in this., I went cut of my own freo will to pretect my job,

"I was ot the mine when the Morsholl ceme & said we had to leave
we all left without any trouble. - B

"I @id not gc out when an ottempt wos made to cpen the mine in Dec,
1937, I had henrd it wvus to be opened.

"I voted at the first N.L.R.B. woting for the Progressives beccuse
they were the ones I wentod., I foel this was an henest election.

®Jhen they tried tc open the mine in Jon. 1938 I heard that it was
tc be opencd but did nct go cut as I knew P.M.A. had an injunction at the
time.

"I pever went back after this until I got a reciestered letter in
Sept. 1939. I o not remcmber anything unusual between Jan, 1938 and Sept,
193%. The mine wus already opened whon I got ny letter. I had first learned
the mine wns to be cpened thrcuzh the papers. I went cut when I got my letter
FALCETTI put ny the 1ist and tcld me he would c¢all when they were
rezly for ne. cnme %o ny house nnd told ny wifo to have ne
conc cut the next day. shen I went back they gnve me a good room. When
we went buck ncthing was soid about the wope secle, we worked for what we
cculd get after beinpg off so long. No cne csked me what union 1 belonged-
to. Srmecne fran the UWMWW, saw no in the nine end asked me to sign over,
about 2 months aftor I went back to work., I don't romember his narme. Bo-
fere I joined the U.HW. threc nen come to my house to ask me to join the
UMW, I told them to et out though they did not threaten me. No one ever .
put enything rn ny coal to cnuse me to get dockede The nen I menticned conme
tc oy heme in July 1940, they were ANDY SCENELEVIQUS, young JACAVAY, and &

— et —————

big fellicw mane JOHG L T ——

"I sizned no membership cards between the time I went to work and
the time I joined the UMY, I don't remenber anyecne gotting beat up or any
trcuble prior to the second N.L.R.B. electicn. When the second N.L.R.B,
election was held I alreadx hed joined the U.K.W, but did not pay any dues
till after the electicn. "CUDGE"™ wne the man I signed up for the U.M.W,
with, I 2id this becnuse cveryoody was signing cver to U.M,¥., We signed cver
beeause we folt if we didn't they wculd fine us the first chance they got.



06463

RE: JORAN L. LEWIS, ET AL

éék 2 12-;74£) \

When the second olecticn wes held T still voted P.M.A. |
because I felt this wes the best Union, I Btill feel
this wny ~nd wish they were bock., I believe U.M.H. won
thc election because there were 2 let of ULM,W. nen had
boen hired ot the mine. Mdnry c¢f these men still work there. I feel how-
ever thut the electi-n woe fair and honost.

™Mher I went back to the z:ine there were lots of falls in it., I
hewrd nothing of a big fire ot the nine while it wos closed. I don't kncw
GLASCOW and did nct wttend the meoting st which he was kicked cut.

"I heve hid the nbove nine page stetement read te me ond it is
a1l true and ccrrect to the best of my kncwlodge and belioef. I am therefore
signing the same rnd initiclinr eech pupge thoreof.

/s/1

WITNTSEBED:
Spec. 4pent, FBI (Milw.)
" " St., Paul
Sprincfield, I11 hug., 30, 1943
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Re: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL

‘ on August 29, 1943. 10 .
ppeared to be mor- intellirent than the average miner 1nd thnt

snd to him that she sup'zose now that they would have to po b'ack on i
relief as her husband might lose his job at Mine B for tnlking to agents. £
It is felt by arents thot if he vwere called to testify he would probably i}

3

be a reluctant witness.,

The following is thc sipgned statement executed by §g

this free and voluntary statement to §
who are known to me to be Special Aren S0
gation, United States Department of Justice, and no promisas or threats have
been maje agrinst me.

and I am an
#field, T1l., where

*T was born in
American citizen. I still am cmployed a¥ SPTY s
I am a company man and I have been w1th them T8F about years. In h
I first joined the UMW 1t Springficld, 111, About years age I was
Tinancizl secretary with U7 at line 4 in Springfield, I11i- As far as I
know UMV got 2long with the mancgsnment 2t line B prior to 1932, and things
were alrlght Back in 1932 I was neutral as it 4idn't =ntter Yo me if
I had to join over with Pl%4 but I did not 1like the idea of taking a cut at
thzt time. I did not help organize the P4 in 1932 but I went over as
the majority went over. I don't know of any trouble between PMA or Elshoff
or the minagement of Ifine B. I don't knowd any strikes or any trouble
between 1932 and 1937 when the mine closed. “hile with PMi we got the
union scale and the contract wos 1lived up to. I attended most of the
Pia meetings betwecn 1932 until the mine closed. ' The men themselves in
PIIA voted upon 21l matters that came up and ther: were not a few who ran
the show. I don't knov if those FA men who were sent to jail for the
hovbings were guilty or innocent as I never paid much attention to that
natter. As far as I know there never was any trouble over money affairs
with 1A officinls. To ny knowledre no UMY men bothered us »t the mine B
orior to the strike in 1937, and I never saw any literature from ULN then.
I never was apnroached by anyone to swing over to ULl prior to the strike.
I never heard about any parties being given between MHine B officials and
U men. I don't know anything about the contract expiring in Harch, 1937

LY. Y]
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Re: JOHN I. LEIS, ET AL 4} > < . g
b 7 N
TERVIEY 7

VITH as that matter wis left to the officials of PMA. I
don't recall the nature of the trouble over the wages
between lhrch 1937 and the sirike but it scems to me

that we got back pay for it but I am not sure. None

of us were complaining about our pay as that matter is left up to the Scale
Committee and we abide by their wishes. I don't recall of anyone telling
us the PIA could not get a cont‘égt and that we should go over to UMA,

An}r wage nnncf1nn is 1=2ft to the cale f‘r\rm—*nffnn and the P'T'l' an‘ltte% ared

the rank and file don't know muc‘fi about those matters, S—

*I did not attend any meeting the night before the strike and I
don't know if it wis a recular or special meeting but I did hear something
about a meeting to be held that night.

"On the morning of the strike I did not hear a thing and did

not know anything abouta strike t5 be called over the w-ge question., I
did not lnow that sore men were mvfr‘n'?‘\aﬂ the -n'Tg'h+ befora 'I" 'hu:# wand

P §} ) EART S~y ol

about my work and did not know about all things going on. About four of
us were taking out iron in the old part of the mine and that afternoon
word was sent into us to come on out but nothing was said then about a
strike. After I got up on top I levmmed thru the gossip that there was

a strike. This wis the first I knev of it, I went rigzht home and never
lerned why the strike wis called that day, and I don't know who called the
men out at all and don't know if it wis chlled by PIA or by the management
of Mine B. On that day while ¢omine out of the mine I noticed several

F gy
¢nrs mertly loaded with coal nn the bobttonm of the mine

=
(5
=
L
=}
.
L

"I don't recall if T signed a petition shortly after the mine
clesed or not but if I did I would have signed for PMA. I don't believe
I signed any petitions during the sumer of 1937. In surmer of 1937
I heard that UKD had formed a new loeal and got about 18 or 20 members but
I never wns aporoached in regnrd to it. hothing unusual harpened that
I recnll of during summer of 1937 vhen mine w-s$ closed. It w .5 rumored
around that during the fall of 1937 the UMV was going to open the mine

e nhout L0 A Cn r\f \1:- oy A s u +
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y Uhc_t LIUI.UJ.HK r_.l.Ud Dtd&tvd vO }J.LL-I\UD Uhﬁ
ming. Te wWere supposad to hove the contract with the Yine B and we went
out to protect our jobs. P did not bring in any outside men to picket
but they were all from local §4. I recz2ll of seeing about 12 or 15 UMW

men in the office of the coal company that morning and they did not 20 down
at 111, ~nd I don't recnll who they were.

"No one at line B ever csked me to join over to UMY and I know
nndr w Schr lsuiaus, Dominlc ququﬁle, Pate Czrter? Frank Austin, Tony
I&Ub(,“}' bUbbUU AJA lll.l'lb, tJ‘..JI'LI.’] D.L.[ b'\uﬁ, UBLL \[l(.l moxl U\b:l‘h'iy, Lﬂldrl.es

Bohsmnon and James HBale but none of them ever contacted mé and I never
¥new They were spies of UXW.
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ne Bto pickst to Mtec

INTERVTIE.. TITH "1 wont ng B-to picke no
heard of

I} h t »
H one forced me to go t.here at all and I neve
continued anyone being forced to go there. The strike w-s very
quiet for those 2 months and there wasn't any fights
there that I know of and we were just protecting the property.

nfarly thot morning I was at the mine on that strike and the
iirshall cafe to me and took my name and then rave me a subpoena and then
went home. None of us compliined at all after the Marshall told us we
would have to get off the property and we all left peacably and there were
no fights or anything like that. I was at the mine about one-half of the
time during the strike.

"T Did not hecr anything about the attempt to open the mine in

Dec. of 1937, dic not go to the mine at that time.

nI Voted in the first NLRB election voting for the PMA. This
zlection was by secrcct ballot and so far as I know w25 held in an honest
manner. I voted for P hr\r"anqn that w~s the union nY‘H"ln1 U’\f“fn'n nt 'l‘}n ming

ii - il

2t that time. T wvas alvoys well satisfied with the way they ran thlngs.

"I did not hcer anything ~bout the atiempt to open the mine
in Jan. 1938 and did not go to the mine a; that tirme.

"I recnll nothins unusual during the period from Jan. 1938 and
the time the mine opened, during most of this time I was on the WPA
~2nd w~s not payinrc ruch "ttcntﬂon t> what w25 ~oing on in connection with
the mine.

"7“hen the mine reopcned in 1939 I recieéved a letter from the
rmine to come back and po to work. reported for work understanding at the
time that I was to be paid ths repular Illinsis w-pe rate. I went back
to work that same morning working as alwzys 2s a Company,. man. Wwhen I
wsnt back to work ha one asked-mén vhether I belonged to the Progressive
or the UII7 2nd so far as I know n> one else wis asked. I still have in
ry posscssion the letter recicved telling me to go back to work and of
the qf"l'mﬂ'\f'wm between the king "3a% Ge~l Co. and the Unl’}n, which provided-
for our return to work. T

“ibout 4 or 6 months after my rceturn tc work I joined the UMY
I joined this Union at that time because I felt this was the way the majroity
was goince No one thrieatened me and I dont know of anyone who was threatened
or beaten_ I did hear-gossip nround the min. about some men having been.
I did not at that time care which Union I belonged to. I he=rd not state-
ments on the part of the manarement 2s to which Union they wanted the men
in the nine to belong to. I never saw any person favored by the mmnge-

ment beciuse of the Union to which they belonged, I w s trcated the

Rl o e R R S N L el o ot B et b W
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWFIS, ET AL

"o b

YRy same way while belonging to one Union as while I belonged
to the other. I have no recollection of having signed any
{cBntinue membership cards during 1940 for eithex the FPMA or UMM,
"I know nothing about how the Company got the money to keep the
mine up while the men were on strike, I dont believe it took a great deal

to d» this, so far as I know they only had one clerk and a watchman out
there.

"I voted UMN in the second NIRB election, so far as I know this
was an honest election.

"Yhen we went back to work the mine was in pretty bad shape, I
dont know how much it cost to siert it back in operation, but I imagine right
much. Boxes 2 and 9 have never been cleaned up and put back in operation.

"T have rcad the foregoing'statemant consisting of 2 pages, to
the best of my knowledge and recollection it is all the truth. I am there-
fore_ signing this stziement and initaling each page thereof.

%itnessed:

Spec. Agt.
5t. Paul

pec. Agt.
ML,

Springfield, T1l, Aug. 29, 19/
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RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL -
& Lrc W
/’\J’

‘N INTERVIEY VITH The followinpg investirgtion was conducted by Special Agents
- " ' anc t Springfield, Ill-
R .U nols op A s 1943,

susg

v In the rear of the home nt Gaes lives P
who £:id his first nsme is nct t he coul
J\!“ sperk the Enr-‘llsh .L:nruP ce in an underatana‘ﬂe manner and he advigzed ha counld

no relation,

neis, who wns jus Vs ng, for the day.

ho acted s an interpreter, it wes

o temlned th= : hos been working et ¥ine "B" coptinuously since
with the excepti: e time when the mine wrs « op etrike. It wee

e=rned thz® ot the time of the strike in May 1937, S wng o maiber

cf PMi and he said he hnd no choice s to which union they et Hine "B"

es he felt that one wrs just ns good es rnother. He stated that during the
perlod in questl‘an he took no in terest 1n _the unicn affairs as in 1937, at
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Re:; JOHN L, LEWIS, ET al. é’
2

was interviewed at hie home,
Springfield, Illinois,

tated he docs not have a crimnal record. He would make an
wmsatisiactory witness as he has a difficu:t time speaking and understand-

ing English,

The following signed statemcnt was obtained from

"Springfield, I11,
avgust 29, 1943

vestigation; no fores, threats or promises have been
.made in obtainmg this stﬂt\,ment and I know t.hat. what I may say
may be usced in a court of law,

emmigrated to the U, S,
citizen of the U. S, in

at which

TiLA Wi

different
mining

"T have ncver been an officer in any -\nion, nor have I taken
an active part in any union,

" a mcmber of PM(\.. ‘The reason I changed from UM to PMi was because
I heard some representatives of John L_ Lewis stolc some votes cast
in Springfield, T11_ in 1932 concerning the wage scale at_mines,

"I did not take an active part in the formation of PMA.

- "I was cmployed by Mine 'B! as a miner in about 1934, there-
fore I am unable to makc a statemcnt as to what occured at Mine 'B!

prl_r to that time,
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Ret JOMN L. LFWIS, B 4L, | 7 o
r o, i:;
"From about 1934 to November 7, 1936 the

managemcnt of Mine 'B! seemed to have been on
good rclations with PMi. No one attempted to make me

dissatisfied with PMA during that peried cof time,

*I liked TM. ard thought it was an honest union, therc were no
wmusually high special assessments wp wntil Nov. 7, 1936, I took no in=
terest in the bombing cases and can furnish no information concerning
the cases,

"During the time I wvias empleycd at Mine *B* UN&¥ did not set wp a
picket linc nor did UM/ distribute any literature,  From 1934 to Nov, 7,
1336 nco onc contacted me concerning changing from PMa to UMV and I had no know-
ledge of an intended chance of Minc 'Bf from PML to UMW.

, "I did not sco any of thc managcment of Mine 1B! with any
officials of Ul during the timc I was employed at the mine,

*T havc had the three pages of this statement read te me which
statenent is truc and correct to the best of my knowledge.,

mlitnessed: =

/S/ @;.' R SPCC131 Agcnt FanIO

Speeial agent, F.B.1."
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET 4L
b7 . )@

intervicwed at his resiaence,
pringfield, Illlnois. on the afternoon

&8s been 1in <
ife, and ig presentliy employed at 5, He is unable to read or write
English. Hec speoks English poorly, and wncorstands English poorly. He
eppears to be rather inteiligent, however.

4 signed statement was not obtained due tc
desire. He advised that he did not know that he understood inte
agents correctly. He steted that he hag bcen at Mine B since
He belonged to the United que “.orkers when the contract

e ULo and with the Progressive Mine rs when the contract was with the
PfA. Bz hnd no interest in the urion and did not attend the meetings., BHe
was unable to recall the dey of the strike, and the events that occurred that
deys He did recall that he had been on the picket line at the mine. He
veted at the election in December, 1937, and voted in the manner that he
wanted without any threats or compulsxon of any kind. He was satisfied with
the PM prior to the strike and did not join the UM, at Mine B until after
the second slection and he was forced to Join in order to continue at Mine
B. BHe had mo further information pertinent to this investigation.

- ?11 -
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RE: JOHN L, LE- IS, ET AL 7%

Hwas inter¥iewed at his resi-
ence, Jocatzd at § _

ne 5 SinCe le Vot d make a fzir witness, having good compand
of the Bn:lish lan jua e, a fair ability to ex ress hipself, a fair appear-
ance and an intelligence above average of miners. He zave information set
forth the folloving simed stateanent:

*Soringficld, T11.
Au ust 31, 1545.

I nake the following statement
s Who have identificd them=-

B deral Burcau of Investigation.

No prom;scs, thr -ats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to

make this statcment. I am willin:, if necessary, to go to court and rcpeet
any part of this stztewent.

"I started workin; at Fine B in _ when the local went over to
the rrogressive Mine workers of America from the United Wine Vo ‘kers. At
that time I was not .artlcu¢aflv anxious to join the PIf7 of & but I was work-
in: at the wine and thb o oof A hed the contr..ct, so I had to stay in the
F17¢ in order to nee s my job. In 1937 when the strike vwas called, however,

T was satisfied with the Frogressive Mine sJorkers of Amcrica, and local #54.
If I had a chance to hav. chanz.d unions at the time of the strike, I would
not hav  changed unions.

I v s not particularly interest.d in the vnions affairs. I was
nev.r an officer of the local. T did not attund neetings reecularly, When
the strike was celled in way 1937, I was down below working on recovering
soze track. I had not heasd that there was going to be 2 strike. There
had not beeu any discussion about wages or a dJSquOe.L]L, end so I was
conplatel, surprised vhen I was called out, Then I got out of the mine X
asked a 1'ttle aoout it, and went home. I do not recall what thoy told me
that thc strikc was cailed for. I was satisficd with the way thincs were
goinp at ‘that time. I wint on home, and I do not think that I i .nt out to
the nine again aftor thet. I vwas not intercsted in the quarrcls out there,
aznd did not viant to 30 on a picket line. In the fall of 1937 when they at-
- tenpbad to open the mine, T wvas out in the country and did not hear anout it
L until a few days later. I did not go out and sit on the »'cket line or stay
on th. compeny ro.erty. 1 herrd about the fofmation of a UP7" local, but
no one asked me to join it, and I did not tcke much interest in it.
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RE: JOEN L. LE.IS, ET AL A

}ii G ZE)’CZf:D

INT.RVIE. '.-‘I'I".g "I votrd in an election held in the fall of
(continued) - ; 1937 zbout the union for Mine B. As far
2s I know thst was a fair election. No

one tried to influence my vote, or tell me what to do, I vot:zd at that el-
coctisn exactly as I wanted to. vote,

"I did noi hear of any other attempts to open the mine.

"In 1339 when the wine was actually opened, I did -0 back to work
at o olé job, of workin, on eucrcency mattcrs, ete.,, for thc company. I
iraveled over most of the ine. There had been some bi: falls in th: mine,
Box 1 and 2 and box 9§ had f:lls, ard tney have not becn clecned uwp yet. Box
5 had a 11, and it vas finally clecned up and opened. I do not knowm how
bi- a fz11 it was becduse I did not help elean it up, but I did put in track
aftervards,

b a first aid man, or air chock man or sofiéthing like that. I never saw him
do amy work. My p.rtner and T zre supposcd to keep track of air and first
aid in the day tine, 2.4 We kept on dein. things Just as we had before.

Trhers ncver had BeCy saecial man for that before the sirike started, and
after the otrike and eft, no onc else was hirced to do that kind
o verk., T knuv He was supposcd to bc a tlnb»u
Jid = little timb.oring, , ; i i _
vias o around and talk to thw.. men, ; Worke
in_ tiherc. They spent a lot of time badic o the man and I
thought thzt they rust be orgenizing, The only favoritisn that I saw of the
company, in hel:in, onc union over the other wes that the comneny scemed to-
favor thesc nmen, and let thed spend timc in the wine to hel or_anize for the
Unitcd Mine “orkers. I 4id not s:zc anyone beaten, or thircatencd in any way
although I henrd that was b:in, don..

- \

"I kne. pfter the snine rcopened. e was supposed to tl
!

I

"Cud_e Bawmordner, and Jimy Hale asked < if I was -oinz to join
thc Untted 1%ne workers. I told them that I viovdd, but I wut if off for
Guitc = whilc bocausc the wen weio I rode with vere pretty mmch st a_inst

goining the Uiy, and I did not “ant to bu the onl onc in the car. Finally,
. % ; : asked ne vher I was zoin: to-sin up, and I-si ned up with
ottty lete in the orgbmzln" out therc, but tas shortly
mofore the s cond cleetion., T joimed uo with the UM beecause T could sce
thiat the ine was going to bc UM and T would ha.. to join up to licep @y
Job. It looked to e like the men were 211 switehing, so I did too. I
uould just as soon have stced in the Iro rossive Mine Yorkers, but it did
not make too wmuch difforcnce to mic which Union I b longed to. If things had
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RE: JOHN L. IE.IS, ET AL

Lo s b D

INTERVIE” WIT. been different out there, I would have pre-
{contimed) ferred to stay in the FL77, No one in the

Fli7 cver asked me to do anyting that I did
not want to do. I liked that union.

"I iave rcad the above statement on this pa c and two other pages,.
It is a2ll t-ue andi accurate,”

/s/

Special Azxnts F B I
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©%. JOHH L. LEVIS, ET «L.
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8 interV1v-nd nt his residenoo,
Snrinaf‘ie ld

1ifce He is presently crmployed at Ponthor Creck Mino #4.
would not nelze o good witness. He hes Foo? wammnd of The

sh longuuge, but hc is wneble to give o coherent dosoriptiaon of
cventse Ho hove informotiop sot furth in tho following signod
stotomcnty

"Springficld, Ill.
uugust 38, 1943,

1 nukc the following stotonent to

and § : . who hove idontifiod

VOB ¢ tc bo - 0 Federal Buronu of
Investigtatione No praﬂiscs threats, or owunsiderotion of ony kind

has been ntdo to me to nuke this tutcononte I am willing to go to oourt,
if neocssury, tnd repout any purt ¢f thie stoutment.

"I werked ot Mine B frm scon after tho last wur until about

1941 I wos & nombor of the Unitod Mine forkors boforo 1932 and

Joined the Progrogsive Mine M.rkers of lporione I wus o nerder of
thot Unio 2ll the tine thet I stayed vt Mine B, tnd I an still & nonber
of the Pr Prcgrossive Mine .rkorses I have ulwuys liked tho Progressivos,
the loocul und the Intornut1sH5el, I never wuntod to ohange to tho
United Mine Utrkers. Host of tho non ot lfine B wore sutisfied with the
PLl of he

"I votod in the elcotion at the nine in 1937+ No one told me
hcw to vote or nade mo do anything thet I did not wont to deoe It wos
u fair eleetion, und I votod exnotly as I wtntod to votas

g ‘.' e £ % Qo
urguod cbout it but "I did not wnnt to wUrk thoro nny or tho
United Hino‘furkerqgﬁgnd sc 1 d1d not arguec nbout it,. Uhcn I went \Q§

beok after oy pnv and anothor man I dc not know bout

rne up and kicked my rfibs ine I novor got my poye

"I have road tho above statoerent on this page and wne othor pages
It is all true and coouratos

e T M R Rl L e E
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Re: JOFN L, LEVIS, ET AL

‘em-loycd s 2 miner at lfine "B". stated that he could not

renc well, Ec, howcw:ir, undc¥Fhlands Ph well, and spcaks English well,

He is o littlc slow ind his montzlity mey be somewhat cdulled, He is very

definite in the things that he does remember and would be stubboro enough
o withstonc cross-examination. Fe would make & fairly good appearance on

the vitness stand. It is believed that he would make as good a witness as

tha zvirage miner, Upon intorvicw he excocutcd the following signed statement:

"Springficld, Ill.
Auzust 27, 1943,

I meke the following stetoment
who have identified themsclves

-
u*cau of Investizztion. No promises.

threats, or s-nsjicderztion »f any kind hes beon made to me to make this state-
mente It is true and zccurate, and I am willing, if necessary, Yo go to
court and repeat eny rart of this stotement,

"I have been working in llines A and B since ! I worked from

A over into B, an? have stayed af B ever since. I joined the United ¥ine

“orkers, and was e committee man on this union in “ In 1932 I went over
with the rest of the men &t YMinc B into the Progressive Mine Torkers of
amcriea. I was not involved in orzanizing the Progreseive Yipe rorkers, but
I was glad to go ovor ipto the new union. Aftcr thot things went better.
Things vierc better after that. 1T never was an officer of the Progressive
wine eorkers, but I attonded meetings sbout onee a m-onth., Lbout 50 to 100
men ettonded meetings rezularly. On spocial moetings o lot more men came to
the reetings.,

S0 S I

"I 25 n~t rceall any trouble with the unione with Elshoff I guess
he got elong alright with both tho UKL and the PMT,

"1 was alvays satisficd with the Progressive Mine “orkers. I liked
the union, 1 had no comrlaints szbout the way T¥ ¥3s being run, nor about
the cssessments, choek offs or anything else, I think most of the men at
the mine likod the FILV of 4 cxecpt about 12 men who wantod to change the
minc over to the Unitcd Xine TWorkers.

"I recall that beforc the strike in ¥ay 1937 there had been some
slow ups., I do mot know what they wero caused by, unless it was that thereo
%28 not cnough orders for the e¢>al, There was no disatisfactisn among the
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mon absut the wages then. I ettended the mweting
of the union held the night boefore the strike.
It was a spocial meeting. I do not recell exactly

how many men were at that mesting, I do not
remember exszctly what it wos that they decidcd that night. There was some
talk about having some men firced from the conpany, and some talk about short
cars. I konow I went to work the next dey, and did not kmow that therc was

g ing to be & strikc. Thore were short cars coming up that day, becausc the
men would not leave a cz2r in the room long enough to let it got filled up,

I d4id n>t come up until about quitting time, end then learned that a strike
hnd been called. I wos told whet the strike was for, but I do not romember
exactly what they told me, I went home thot night, and ceme back to the mine
for a couple of days after that but did not work, I do not remember whether

I sizned amy papcers for elther union at thot time or not,

"I could not zct any other job, and stayed at home. I remembor
when they had scme trouw:%ide ot the minc in Scptember. T do not recall
exactly what ha~pcned or vhat it was surposed to be about, but I know I
vent out t5 the mine., I 4id not expect to work that day, and there wms
gomething sa2id 1bout going dovm if those 12 men who had been wanting the United
Vine ..orkers went to work., Thesc men had never talked to me. I do not know
what they ssid. Sosmecone else told me that they wanted the United Mine Workers.

I did not want to, and vanted to stay in the Progressive i’ine Tjorkers,

Y.ftcr that day we had a picket line and stayed out there by the
mine until th: marhshall came out with an injunction amd t5ld us to lcave
the property. I stzyed out there part of the time. A little after the
injunction there was an clcetion, I voted in thet election, and voted exactly
as T wanted to. Y5 one told me how t3 vote, or threatnend me in any way,
Yo one t-ld me how to vote, I voted examctly as I wanted to vote,

"Until the time that the mine rcopcned 1 did not have any work, 1
2id not kmow of nny time that they started to open the mine. If they had
tried to open the mino I would have heard of it, and would heve gone back
to work, but I ncver heard of it at all,

" hen I went back to work, which was the first c¢ay that the mine
vwies opened, I did not sec any cvidence of any big fire., Thero had bosn
some cave ins. Some of them werc pretty bad, and they have not openod them
up oven yet, Tharc were some that took two or threo wecks to clean up.

"hen I wornt back 4o work st Yino B, T still belonged to the
Frogjressive Mine Torkers. Therc werc somc mon working in the mine who did
not do anything but zo around and talk to the men about joining the United
Pinc ".orkers. ; .28 one of thcse men. Ho never talked to me.
Fe <id not seom to .. any work. He just talked to thc men. They called him

en air check man, In all the ycars thet I was at the mine, ho y2s tho first
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Rc: JOFN L, LEVIS, ET AL
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eairchock man they ever had. Before that the
man cid that at night. After left
the mine, zbout the time of the secon action,
they did not have any air check man, FHe was the
only air check man we ever had et ¥ine B, I do not kmow if there wero any
other mon there. o

"o one evzer threctened me, beat ne, stole my tools, put dirt on
ry cars, or took the togs off of my cars, but I heard that that was being
done. I knov somc of the men got beaten.

_ i and somc ovher fcllows thero asked me t5 join the
United ilinc horkers, ¢ them that T would mot, and thit I would wait
until the very last chance before I woulc changs to tho United Hine .Jorkers,
I did not j:in the United Vinc workers until after the sccond clection, and
they tolc us then that we had until the 16th to join or wc would have to

ray %25 to get into the United Mine workers, I do not remcmber who it was
whe t-1¢ mc that, I wa2itced until the last day and theon joined the United
¥ine ~orkeors. I joined the UiTT becausc I had to in order to work in the mine.
I ¢id not want t> join. I votoed in the sccond election, eoxactly as 1 wanted
to. Y2 one threemtencd me »r told me how to vote. Both of the elsctions were
fair anZ honest elcections as far es 1 know,

"I did not want to join the United !Mfine “vorkers. 1 would go beck to
the Progrossives now iff T eould, because working oonditions were better then
than they are now under the UM, 1 had no choiece but to join the Mo, or
lose my home, 85 I jrnined the Umﬁ and am a mermber now, I go to the meetings
about once a month,

"The ah’"o“st tencnt on this prge and three other pages heve been
read to mc by ﬁ i L r It is all true and accurats.
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INTERVIEWY WITH : _ we.6 interviewed at his residenoe,
e — bpnngnom, I1linois,
Spooial sgents

- s born at
8 preaon y omployed &t Mine
would make on exocollent witnmess
for what 1ui‘o'mutjm ho docs havoe He hos good caaumand of the English
N longuage; cen express himself clocrly; nokos o good appearance, and
} appears to be quii intclligents He gave informntian set forth in the
following signod stotements

"Springfiold, Tll.
august 28, 1943.

iko the following stotonont
who have identified

thenselves ¥o No To be Spoeial m-ont., o +‘ra Fedoral Buroau of Investie
entions No praniser, thrents or corsiderution of anvy kind hove hoon made

e vasLE AV P ARl ADT g Vel TR * A e S W oa e AT MLl ARA VY WAl el

tc me to make this statonente It is true and occurete and I on willing
to appear in court to repsot any part of this stutencnt if nocossbrys

"I have beon in the nines all of my life, Pricr to 1932 I wes
o ncnber of the United Mine Workers, but in 1932 I joined up with the
Progressivo Mine Workers pf angrioue I wos unuble to get book into
the mmﬁﬁoen working ot because I was o P! of i nonbor,
I did not get u job ut Mine B until ebout 1934 I werked ot Minoe B
until the time of the striRoin 1937. I was & nenber of tho union; bu

did not go to the neetings too oftens

"I did not know nuch cbout what wes going on &t the mines I
wos not particoulerly intercstod in the union potéerse I wrs satisfied
with tho way that the Preogressive union wes being oporated, &nd did not
wint to change unionse I did nct purticulurly otre, but I weuld not
hevo ohanged as long os the majurity woro Bfif of A, 4t thet tine it
» seemed tc ne that alnost nrll of tho non werc satisficd with the Pro=
- sive thim.

"I had heard thut there was tnlk about boing o striko, but
I hud not beon at any of the nootings just before the striko, und whemn
it was oallod I wrs surprised, and did not know anything about ite On
the day thot the ninc wont out om strike, sone of tho non vicro lotding
shurt oars of aecales I hoard wftorwurds thaet they woere cbjooting to
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working with same men in the mine who wamated
ENCBRER T the United Mine Workerse I did nbt particularly
—<teontrudt) - oBrGe

MThen the mine wont out on strike, I did not camo baock I got
a job with tho oity almest right awny and stayod with tho city during
almost all the tino +4% t the nino was @ sirike, I did not go out
and ploko%. but I 412 visit eaic of the mon whe were out ot the mino
on the top whon thoy wore cooupying tho mino propertys

%] votod in the olootion of the unians in Deoombor 1937,
No one told me how to voto, or threctoned ne in nny waye I voted
oxaotly os I wonted to vote at thut times I voted for tho Progressivo
Mine Workers of anerioc et thut time boocuse I profarrod thot Union
at that timeo.

"I d4id not go to Mino A until about Dooconbor 1941l. At thut
tine Mino A wus & W] mine, wnd I jeined the NMJ beocuse thot unlon was
ot the mino. I had not votod ct ony other eleotion at Hine B beotuse
I wos not w.rking thore.

"I an now & romber of tho United Mino Vorkers beoause I now prefer
this unione Wo one ocnnected with Pl over threatnonod mo, or bothored
ne in cny way.

"] have r ad the above stotonont on this poge tnd ono othel.
It is 0ll true and acourotoe

FeBel,."

v
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REy JOBN L. LEWIS, -BT nl.

)
700
erviewed at his residenco at
Springfield, Ill4inois, on tho

1943 Spooial agents
a 8 born at
91 cool minos all

OTV1(Wirg DEOn o go th~sa due %o Z.is wook voice, and epptrent
disintcrest ip what orcu-rod at the miws. Upon being intorviewed he
exooutod the following signed stutemont;

INTERVIEA 1{ITH

"Springficld, Ill
hAugust 28, 1943

I mulco the following stutonment to
T who hoave idontified
ha Federnl Bureau of Invostie-
gttione Ho praises, 't";rcut_,, or ocansidoration of any kind hos been
mude to or given to me to ncke this statenonts It is truo and coourctc.
I an willing if ncoessury to reopoat this stotcnent in oourte

"I hovo worked ot Mine B for many yoarse I do not roocall when
I first sturted thero, but I wos working ihore cs ¢ United Minc Vorker

whon tho Progressive Hine'Wcrkors Woro orgunlaod. I Joined tho
Progressive ﬁiﬁC“Hbrkorsﬁthenv- I nevor wos an offioor of ony uuion,
and did not attend the nootings of the union vory oftone I was ale
ways satisfiod with theo way the Progreossive Mine Vicrkers wero 'be:l.n{>
runs I nover wanted tc ohango to any othor Thione

"I lost workod ot Mine B an May 12, 1937 I do not rooall
whot it was thot ooused the strikce I wus not intercstod in what wes going
on, ond did not pay nmuoh tittention to cnyonce I just workede I .did
not hear nuch tbout ite I do not rooonll over signing any potitions
for any unlon aftor tho strikoce I wuis ocut et the minc on the ploket
linc fur o whilo in the fall of 1937+ I voted in the election held dowm
t vwn abcut whioch Union I wunted at the nincs This was & fadr olootione
No one told mo how to votoe I vebted exuotly as I wantod to &t that
cleotiones T nover went buok to w.rk ut Mine B whon the mino wus
rocponod,

"I have read the &bivo statorniont on this apagee It is &ld
truo 0l coourcteoe

£



Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL
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% fie1¢ Illinois.

7

_ _ : his méébry i5 failing him and that he
ecall 1ncidenis 01 vears ago only with much time and effort.
but_exhibited a fear of "union ruffians“.
it is believed that he would not make

he hzs never been arrested.

He advise

a pood witness.

. "
. i

The following s a signed statement taken from

"Springfield, I1i.
August 27, 1943.

v

L
volumbtarily to §

ik X This was the United Mlne Workera
uwnion. I stayed in this uwnion un I changed to the Progressive Mine
WHorkers of America in I never was an officer of any union.

' "I started to work at Mine B in From the time I started

to work there until May 1937 there was no trouble at Mine B between the
. management and the miners to the best of my knowledge. I don't recall any
* efforts of the management to discredit the leadership of the P.N.A.

N "As a member of the P.M.A. I attended the union meetings. 1

- don't know of any member of the union feeling that the P.M.A, was run by

; racketeers. I do know that many miners felt that the P.M.A. was more
considerate of its members that was the U,M.W.

"Prior to the strike which started in May 1937, I don't recall
any pickets by U.M,W., or any propaganda being distributed by U.M.W,.
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WITH I was working at Mino B on May 12, 1837, but I dom't
- know what the trus reasons for tho ltrike were.
(Continued)
®After the strike was a few weeks old, I recall that
I signe2 8 P.M:A, petition., At this time I was ir favor of the P.X.A.
union., :

“Sare time Lat>r, I don't recall the exact date, I eigned
enother pelition which T Lad been led to Lelieve was a petition of the
P...4,, but it really vas a petition of the U, W, AY that time I was
living at 2029 N, 1lth St, Scringfieid. T1l., One day two msn, whose
names I think are Tony i*iutoh and Joa AlLsacse came to my house. In
the presence of my w:Te. They asked me 1T 1 wanted to work at Mine B,
They =aid that I could not get work there wilass I signed the petition
which they had, and wh'ch thay seid they were teking from house to
house for sll miners to sign. They said they wanted me to sign the

hinah $hav aslrad L e 4
paper &0 ths mine oould reopen. The paper which they asked ms to sign

had the work ®progresz_72% at the top of the page. The psper was one of
a tablet. They talked me into gigning tha paper, and I did sign the

paper not knowing that these wen w:rs reelly in favor of U.,M.W., and not

in favor of P.M,A., After I had eigned the paper and they left the house, 4

I lsarned from Jeq}?lumbo (PH), who is now dead, that these men were /

trying to break up the F.M.A. and were for U.M.W d
®*In the fall of 1939 I recall that I signed another petition %

at the office of the P.M.A. At the mine I lea ned. th;t I had been '-/I

tricked into sigring a petition for U.M.W, I did not like this beceuse “ fﬁ(

st this time I really favored the F.}.A.

“When 1 was livmg st E SO ing £ieldy 111.,
I recall that Tony Plotch and Joe Albanese ceme to my house again.
They egain told me that I would have 4o eign thelr paper to get work at
Mine B. They told me that if I signed with them my son could also get
a 30‘b at ¥ine B, At the end of the week they again returned to my
houss, at which time I elgned my name to e papsr which looked like a
receipt. I krew that this was & membership resceipt of the U.liW.,
but I really did not want to eign it. The reason I did not want to
sign the U.iisW. vas because I was in fevor of the Progressive line
Workers of America. I felt that I had to sign with the U.M.W. in

PRl oy-e 3 4 A% 171 o whinh 2al T woacdad roeear wnisa Y mannuneans T

orasr UU EY ™ a JUU D-h I Aalic D, WAV VY L LUDOUDW VU‘I: MWU L VOLVAUDT &
had been on publie relief. I had no cholee in the matter. I elthsr
had to sign with the U.ILV, or go without Works

®1 don't recnll the exaot time or place, but I do reansmber
hsaring that some of the money which was received by the U.MW. from the
fines imposed on memberes for “dirty coal™ was being used to pay trouble
makers at Y¥ine B.
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2 IEW WITH "In the fall of 1937 I recall that I ploketted Mine B
for about 30 days. The purpose of this ploket was
te keep U.M.W. men out of ths mine,

®*In December 1937 I wvoted in the elestion at the State armary
whict oJactiom was spc sorci by the Netionel Labvor Reietions Soards I
went ©o thic election reluatarily., I don't revell how I roneived notlee
c¢f the elcoiinn “ibnay i0ld ma how o vy 3 weted for the Progres-
aive {T. 1. A.) tsceusa . 1'k3d tw Progrze:irscs Letier than the United
Kine ¥orkers. I feit that the P.1LA, war more oconsiderate of its
members ther the U,M.W.

*Ther I ret:.ad to work et Mir. r 4n 1939, I recnll that some
parte of the mine wers a2 good shape, =rd oths~sc were in bad shape.
I do not recell any 1i:u3 at Lhe mine after I returned.

“After I retuwned to Mine 3 in 1239, there was some trouble

: T SR - S B 3
et ths mine. I recnl:. :hot cue day I was fincd $5.65 for ssnding up

dirty ooal, For several weelie ni*ter vhis I reoceivsd fines almost as

lerge as this for dirty coel I feci thet someone was dirtying my

ocoal because I have always buen e carsful vorker, and never before

had been fined such large amounte, nuver ovsr ome dollar, This

trouble at the mine was in contrast 15 the quiet working oconditions

thet hed prevailed et the mine prior to tix strike in 1937, There was = '
no trouble that I recall prior to 1837, ) N

5 - e bR !

‘i’é%ld have voted
line Vorkers becsuse I was afreid to vote for the P.M.A., I was afraid
of losing ny jobs. I aleo was afraid that I would be given a poor roam
in which to works Prior to Fobruary I had been given good rooms, and
the trook vas nlwoye laid elose to the wall, However, just before I
got eick, I wos given a bad room in whioch to work, and on sevseral
coczeions the track wes not lald close to the wall., Becausa-of those
conditions I feel thet I would heve been compelled to voto for U.M.W.
in the hope that the conditions would be changed for my bonefit.

"Bvon aftor I was a momber of U.M.W.,I ocontinuod to get bad
rocns in whioh to work, I don't know why these rooms were given to
mo.

"This stetomont coneieting of this and three other pages

- 224 -
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-
\

hae been road to me, B :
I state that it is true to the best of
my knowledge and reeollection. I have read this
statoment also.

s o gigned statenent token ﬁ'm_

i USpringfielf, Ill.

N - August 27, 1943,
N "I, & make the follcwi statemnt freely
\{ and volunterily t: . SRR ; who have
identified thomsalves T ~aciatl ederal Buraau

of Irvestigation. No threats ar promises have been made to me to

obtein this stetement,
rs

r:e time late in 1939 I hearcill i _,_mn),
wife cf who reeides on @, Springfield, Il1.,
say that Dorin asquile had received $bD0,DG om the United Mine
Workers for his aotiong in stirring up trouble at Mine B. Because of
hig mccepting thie money, Dominic's family had nothing to do with him.
I also hoard cbout thie incident from-othéh.sources, but I ocan't
ranember when or wheres. I recnll that eginmilar information was received

by me ooncerning Tony Flotoh.

| o “After the trouble ot Mine B in 1937 my husband, m
_ o was afraid that something would happen to him. n Tony.

2T VRS

: .;otch and@ Joe Albancee telked with him in 1937, and later when he
! joTnad the UMW, Thoy Inforred that he had to join the UMW, for

his own safety. Iy husbend never has been in trouble, and 4id rnot went
to get into trouble with these men.

: "I have read this stctenent of one page ond stote that it is
- true to the bost of my knowledge and reoollection.

/s/ €

FBI

'SPécinl enta
Springfield, I11,%
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INTERVIES WITH

is an American c

He is presontly employed ah
of Mine B. Mis apparently & rathe

. Ee §edmed ov Whe cope of the investiga-
tion w2s ond know what kind of answers he should give, Intcrviewing agzents
had somc doubt as to the verscity of his statements but he could not be
wavered from the story 28 set forth., X his opinion.
Ec was unable to rceall cvents which, L s, it would seem
that he should have recalled. Ec v;ouleecause of his
cnpearance, his sbility to express himself and he would be wvery difficult
to confuse on cross-cxanination, At the time of the intcrview, he executed
the following stztement:

. "Springfield, Ill,
Auzust 27, 1943,

I make the following statement

gr-S V.10 hove identified then-
sclve ved€ral Fureazu of Investigation.
Yo promises, threcats or consderation has becn made to me to make this
statment. 1 make it complctely voluntarily. It is true and accurate and
I am wiIling_to go to court and repeat it if necccssary, because it is all
true,

"] wes first employed 2t Mine B in At that time I was a
member of the Unitec ¥Yine “Torkors because I had to belong to that Union
in order to work, 1In 1532 the Frogressives were formed and I joined that
Union. 1 cid not know much about what was harpening, and was willing to
Join the Progressive Mine Torkers.of apgrica in order to work. At that
time I 4id not corc much b hlch Union 1 belonged to, just so I could work.
In fact, that is the way I feel today. I don't care which one I belong to
now, if I can work,

"Before 1532 there was no troulbe at the minc that I know of,
~fter 1832 things went protty well 2t the mine with the Frogressive Nine
“orkergs. Some of the men wore complaining cbout the large asscssmonts that
the Frogressives were making., They thought that the esscssments and
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IRTERVIE, +ITH deductions wore too much, Some of them complained
ebout the State officers of the PM! of A, scying
nuc that although thcy were only supposed to hold office

for two years, thot the same men kept control of
the Union ty switching officse, There was no complaint a2bout the way the
loeal wes being run. It was not a recket run outfit, I was pretty weoll
satisficd with the w2y the Progressive Union was being run., I went to thse
muetings. Thoers was a5t 2 great donl of trouble ot the moetigs. Fot many
men wo“t to the mcetings, unlcss it a8 a spocizl moeting, but there was
no c¢omplaint that the local was not beingy run by thc men thomsolves.

*Reforoc the strl e I was satisfi:? with thc way the Progressive
¥ine  orkers werc work:ing, 2nd thc oporation of the local. It did not
meke much differcnece €9 me, though, vhich Lnion 1 belonged to. In fact,
when they had an olectﬁfn in Docombur 1937 nion‘we wanted, 1
voted for the Unitod g orkcrs. T

!?ﬁf oUg s saey ; nsscesmonts wore leoss, and ¢id not
COmC B ﬁften. That ie the rczson I dccidcd that I would rather belong to
the M. That eleetion in Deeccmbor 1537 wus o fair election. Ko one told

mc how to vote, or mnde any trreats or requests of me inm any way, I voted
just as I plcasad at thot elsection.

it the neatings of the PM. loeal, therc was no cnmplaint. There
viere a few P“l‘S'jflﬁl llgP‘CB among membirs once in a WHLLU, sometimes over
things that arsse in connection with the union business, but thcre was
n> compulsion, or anycnc mrking anyone do anything that they did not want
to do 2t any of these meetings. Fo one wes forced to attend or do anything
that they did not want teo do, BRefore the strike I did not hear aenyone
complain particularly about thc PMi. I did not hear anyone say anything
about sgwitching Unions. I kmow that scveral men were tricd by the Union
for szying things agsinst the Union. I did nct hear them szy anything

though., These nmen werce tried onc or two 2t a time. I do not know how long
€ +1- n+|-11rt:~. +h wrwe dwind nar 1" 011 .—\? +"\“\m }'H'\d R:an +v-{.:..-i be"vre

e Prarn o €
ocLIOro T STrikK v wWirs Ir ‘uu' nor wnem ot

the strike. I do not know exactly who the mon wers who wera tried and

kicked out »f the union before the strike. I know that Fggggdﬁustin,_xggx
Fl-oteh, /indrew Schrelevjous, Dominic Pasquale, Fote Carter, Cotton fnnias,
Cooroy Jachny, €hert ohannon’ anE"JIEhy Bale werec Kicked oul BETDTE——
the strike. I am not sdrc who elae wos tried. I did not hear any of thse

men 8y anything about switcing Unions.

2T

ﬁI temqmbcr thq,d; before the strike fairly well ;
: ¥ m e strike ocecurrcd on lay 12, 1537, 1 5
“soms a13Eussion at the minic about a contract., I do not rceall cxactly what
it w2s, but a fow days before the strike nctually started there was some

tnlk sbout a strike then. I reeall that Oscar Faleettl called me and =sked

-~ 22T «
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me to read a statement to the men. Be asked me

INTERVIEY. ~1TH

l con!lnusF s
esked him

8 alri ht if I read it. Be said
that it w28 and if I rceall his namc was signec et the bottom. 1 do mot
rcmember vhat was on the paper that I read, but it had something to do with
the contraet. After I read it the men all went back to work,

"The nizht b.fore the strikc, or shortly bufore the stri e thero
was a mecting of the local. I think this was a specinl mccting, Tt was
55 long agn, that 1 do not reeall exactly what went on, There was a
fairly larze buneh of fellows there thet right, They did not try any men,
they had =1l been tricd bafore, I wos at the mecting and they decided thet
They would not zo back %z work as long 28 the men who had been tried and
kickod out ~f the Tnic wire still at work. I remcmber that thore was some
discussisn at that t{ e¢. I éo nat roember cxactly what happened, but I
think thc men decidod to 2o to work the next day. I know we did. I was
working, und hed filled one car full, Onc of the drivers told me that they
were naot £i1ling full enrs that dey, and I told him thot 4f I could-'t f111
a car I wouldn't work, I lcft 2nd slarted home. I was on top whe 3
¢2lled the strike, I went home. T think the trouble was over the fir
of those men who had becn kicked out of the Union. I rceall vaguely that
Oscar Falcetti told a group of the men while I was therc that he would not
firc thesc mern until he got some more information on the Tagner =2¢t. I do
not reell if that was the day of the strike or thc day tvefore.

"iftor the stri e, 1 went home. I wont back to work the next
day, but nonec of the men were working o 1 wont on home, I went out the
noxt courle of days after the strike, 7hile I was out there I signcd some
papers for the Progressives, I think., T remember signing somcthing. 1
know that I ¢id not sign anything for the United Xine Sorkers. I was &
member of the Progressives at that time. I wantcd them to get back to work
as socn 28 they could., I was cisatisfiocd with the deductions, but 1 was
not doing arything about switching Unions or causing any discussion among
the men, - I was satisficd to stay in the Progrossives Af I could get back
t> work, After n few doys I ghit going out to the mine, and started
looking for another job, 1 d H_Jnt_, ks . v disg, +
goinz on that sumcr. e LR
il ol R
; a job, an
thorc was a picket line. After the men staycd out thero & W
ut thorc at night for a vhile. :
and‘bo

ying
ng inc 3 ‘Sl and that it was my-cuty., I
wes not thrcatcnud or anything for not ¢ aying, the men Just tried to talk
men into staying therc. oftcr the Job was over T went back out to the mine.



IVTERVIZS L ITH I was at the miné 9n the 4ay that the United States
Varshell came out there and ordered us off,
centinued) —-

"] did not try to go back to work &t minc B at any
other time until the mine was opensd in 1939, I diéd not know that they
¢ver trie? to open the mime again., I know I did not hear sbout it, I was
n-t working most of that time and would have gone back to work if thoy had
tried ts open the mine,

"I voted in the election a few dzys after the injunctlion was given
to us. I voted for tho United Xine “orkers, but nc onc tricd to tell me
h~s to vote, It was e fair clcetisn., Yo onc threatened me or anyono clse
that I know of. 1 votcd just es to how I waated.

"During 1938 I 7o
That was 8 UMy min anC I
the
local
s e

o d e f n Pro wsnlrs

R -

W ol . Ldlivs - L WoURD e

2 the MMy thon. n%tcr I quit working at
hip in the UMy switched over to the

"hen I went bock to work 2t minc B, which was the first coy of the”

orcning, I went right back to work =zt the scme place that I had been
working before, There was no evidence of » big cave in or fire in the
mine in that part. Thore were 3 few small cave ins, but tho mine in that
pert was pretty well kept up., Therce hac boen a big cave in on the South
sicde of the mine, but t ¢t_qu never Fixed up In fact, 1t has not buen
fixcd up even now, g _ i I know that it has

not been repaired yet, It is all blicked off now, and no one can got close
to the cove in because of the black damp.

"I was & member of the UGV =11 the timo after I went back to work
at Yine B. I did not sce anyone beaten or threatencd., I did not pay much
attenfon to what was zoing on at the minc during that time. I do not know
of any organizing thzt wos being done in the mine. I did not talk to anyone
about thc union, ask anycne to change or ete. My brothéer and father were

varkin out therc. They did not swich unions anc nothing was done to
cithar af thom ’

"I have reac the above statement on this page and five other poges,
It is &1l true and nccurate. I was ncver thrcatensd or mistreated in
any way by either of the unisng et lline B. I ncver carcd much which
Union 1 belonged t»., I was sntisficd with the Progrossive YMine worksrs
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Re: JOHN L, LESIS, ET AL B

LD

B when I was o momber of that union. I am satisfied
with the United Nine “orkers now,
contlinuc -

(signed)

T.B,1

SERN o) oo
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Ee: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL é;
: | 7
- Ly

was intorviewed at his homs,
Srringfield, Illinois, in the

0,

NALUrailzet Cititcon, "Bt cAarmov ungerstand English
well, He cannot spcck Eng and profussed lapses of
memory. He is not believeﬁ to be a good potential witness, Upon interview
he executecd the following signed stutemont:

"Springfield, I11,
August 27, 1943.

21c is I make this statement to

ﬂ%ﬁ ' - and j T who have identified themsecvies
% q’%cml zent of the Federal Bureau of Investization, Wo
threats, promiszs or consdfderstion of any kind has been mnde to me to

make this tatement. Tt is true and accurete, and I am willing if necessary
to repcat this stztoment in court,

"I worked =t minc B frnr“hl someti e 1r- I belonged
{ :L

to both the United tine nQrkers and tho Pro Torkers While
I was working there. 4 ' e o
ﬁ_ I nover want

ANV union noe

aaMdl W Nadn s

o
unjons. - "hen I was ¢ member of the Uhited iTine forksrs I was
satisfied. Them.I was a member of the Fra grcssive ¥ine workers 1 was
satisfied. I Qid rot care which unisn I belonged to. I voted in the election
in 1837, I nlso voted in the election in 1941. No one ever told me to how
t5 vote. 1 voted just as I pleased. Both of them were fair elections as far
es I know,

It {8 true anc

o)

has read the above statement over to me.

- 23 -
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ITERYIEY ITH N S Springficld, TNlinois,
was intecw d at his rosidence by Amntsm -
; and RN on August 30, 1943. wa -

3opee. e adr ed no cririnal record. It is believed

"*Sprincfield, Ill.
August 30, 1943

NI, » make the followln statement freely and volun-~
tarily t-~ B and g - who have identified them-
bClVeS v mE as Dpe(.‘-lil.l. HEQD‘DS Ol thne .l“-CleT'a.l. l:mreau O.I .U'IVES’G]."‘E"D].DH- HD
threats or promiscs have been made tn ne to obtain this statement.

- 1
éme to tE Unlted St:xtei in _ a Federal court in

Sprinpfield, I1l., in My certificate of naturalization is numbered

"Torkers. tates, I was a member of the U. K.,
in the United States without ha wing to pay any extra dues, I stayed -

in the U.I.7. union until I joined the Progrossive lMine Torkers of America
union in 1932, I stayed in this union until 1940 when I rejoined the
U.M.W

"I began to work in fne B about AEE I toock n> part in
the formation of the P.M.A. at Mine B. If the major ¥ of the miners at
Mine B were In favor of the P.M.A., that was satisfactory with me. It made
~ho difference to me to which union I belonpged. I just wanted to work so

that I could make money to support me and my family.

"I donft remember any trouble at Mine B from 1932 to 1937 between
the P.M.A. and the management of the mine. I don't think there was any
trouble in the P.M.A., I did not attend many union meetings because I
was not very much interested in wnion activities. Vhatever the majority
of the miners decicded to do with 0,K. with me,

Prior to 1937 I don't remember that any person asked me to join
the U.M.7. T don't know of the activities of any persons vho might have
tried to pet mcabers for the UMW,

%I don't know the reasons for the strike in 1937. I did not
attend the P.MLA. neeting on the nipht before the strike, and I dont'g

- 232 -
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Me: JOHN L. LEVIS, KT AL

remember if I knew about the meting.
strike,] walked odt with the rest of the miners because - s
1 w:mted t> be vith the najority of the minera. I don't
remember if I signed a P.M.A. petitiom in 1937, mor do ~ "~ .
I remember signing any petitions for any union. No one asked me to join
the U.ILT. that year, and no one threatened me in an attempt to make me )
Join the U.M.W. I ¢id not picket Mine B in the fall of 1937 because I ..
¢id not want to get into any trouble. I wantod to stay away until aver]- :
thing was settled, :

"] rocall that someone 491d me about an election in Dacamber

193’7, but I don't remember if I voted in the election. I don't Imow how
T wanld have voted in the elaetin. but T nhn‘\nh"v =ould d have vot d I'ith

TR WLl ¥ WO Al T aOw valsas VAV & ULV ey AEa T ¥

the majority in favor of the P.ILA.

2T don't rerx.nbcr retting any notices of the reopening of Klne B
except the last notice. I did not go up to the mine because of the ﬁght-
ing that was goinc on betwsen the members of, P.M.A. and U.M.W,

nT went back to work in Mine B, as I recall, in 1939, After
I returned to work I saw a man in thé wine who was known as an ¥alr checker,®
I don't rerember his name, This man was permitted to po all through the
mine in his job. As he did so, he talked to the niners trying $o get them-
to join vhe UKW, Be ¢id not ask nme 4o join the U.L.VW., and I can't
remenber the names of the miners who told me what he was doing., Prior
to the strike in 1937 there w:s n> "air chocker® in Mine B. I think that

mbthis mar was only trylng to get members for U,M.W. I think his name was

. -
I rejoined the U.M.T. s-me time in the fall of 1940, as I recall,
“hen my wife died in § P 1s apd
ssked them if they would EET{)“ me Pay for HEEES T : :
They told mo that they did not have any money to heip me. Thay also
me that they could not do this because I had not paild any P.M.A. dues,
The Mine B company had not checked off nine dues for elther mion, as I
recall.

» it

nSome time in 1940 Dominic. Pasqua]ar cam? to5 ny house anC‘ asked

ad the chick to my accnunt in the First National Bank of Springfield
which is located on 5th 5t., in Springfield,, 11, .

terom the timo the mine opened in 1939 until the election in
1941 I saw no trouble at the mine, I heard that son¢ men were beaten up,

Iy
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but I don't kniw anything about the reasons for thess
beatings. I dm't know the names of any of the persmis
{nvolved in these beatings. In the election of 14T I
voted for the U.MLLT.:

"I prefer the U.1.T, because th:\t union took care of me when

ofused t> help me. If the U;lLL7, had not helped me _
I think that I would have no preference as to what unliom

Unions are all alike to ne; one scems to be as good as any

2> D ong to.
other.

"This statement consistineg of this and two other typewritten
pages has been read to me and I state that it is frue to the best of-my
knowledze and recollsctiom.

’.fitne 3sest

g
Sprin;;fie 14, Ill:'
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testify, hovever, it is not bellewed he vould be a s\.tisfactory witneus.
admits no criminal rscord, . -

"Srringfield, I1l."
August 29, 1943 1 - -

td.n statement freely and
. k Who huve identified
thernselven to mc as Spec- ' z am of Investigationm,
No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement,

Sprincfield, I1l.

i

I camo to the United

"] first joined a mine union when I joined the United kine Workers

in I first started t~ work at .ine 3 about 1926 or 1927. In 1032
I joined the Progressive i iiga Zorkers of America, I rejoined the UG,
in 1940, At no time have I ever baen an officer o.‘..‘ any union.

nis long as I have vworked in the mines it has made no differen,caq
to me as to which union I belonged to. I alwals have been inter sted in
making a living, and haive not taken much interest in union activities, I

have tried to vote with the majority of the workers so thit we vould always

be able to work.

"In 1937 I voted for the F.!.A. because I thought that the majore
ity of the miners vanted th.t union. In 1941 I changed ny vote to U.M.7T,
beeause at that time I thourht the mz2jority of the miners wantad that
union. Some of the men had said that under the P.ILA. line B had remained
closed, and they clso said that under U.lL°. the nine would reopen. They
said that if the U.IL™, got the majority of the miners, the mine would
sta;r open. I don't remember the namecs of the men who were saying these
things. - ‘ _ :

interested in union ~ffoirs. I don't recall that I went to a meeting of
r.¥.hA. on the night before the strike started in 1937. On the day of the
strike all that I renmember is that the men did not go into the mine, I

"I don't romember signing any P.}.A, petitisn in 1937, I was not

-
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Re: JOMN L. 1£71S, ET AL JQ,/,’,A ' LT
don't know vhy the miners ltruck‘that day. ‘

"I don't recall that anyone of the U.%.7l. tried to get
me to join that union in the summer of 1937. I remember
that I was in the picket line at idne B in the fall of 1937. I did not .
have to go to the nicltet line. I wcnf because I wanted to, and because

I h.d nothing elsc to do. I went to the picket line a couple of times
vwith men from my nelghborhood. I think that only line B men —cre doing
the picketing. There vere no outsidsra.

"48 I recall, I joined the U.!.", about 5 or & months after I
vent to vork in Mine 3 in 1940. No one forced me to join the U.M.7.,
but T felt that if I want2d 4o work in ifine B, I vould have to be a member

of U.X.7.

"This statement consisting of this and one other trperitten
page has bien rcad to me and I stote that 41t §s tru, to the best of my

kriowledge and recollection.

kS

-

Titncsses:

3y DL,
I1l.n»

Spr1n~fielo
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cannot expreas himself in English.

because of his difficulty with English. Bll=dvises he does not have a
eriminal record. “elephone number S

?ollowing iﬁ a signed statement obtained from

"Soringfield, Il1. ' | - -
August 26, 1943 y , g

: 1, & SR _ B sprineriold, Iil.
meke the following voluntaery statement to = .
hom I kndw to be Special Agonts of the Fedoral Bureau of Jlnvesti«

getion. No force, threats or promises have been mado in obtaining this.
statement and 1 know that what I may say may be used in e court of law.

*I was born in I emmigrated to the V.S,

| T was employad ig a_coal mine in

- .= & momber of
W% and worked in several mines ir’

a8 & momber of UMw from

- was employed in & coel mine in Springfield,

. n several coal mines in Springfield, Il1l. up unti}l
when I was employsd as a miner at Mine "B™, Springfield, Ill.
of UMw, T— -

"In September 1932 I became & member of PMA bocause the local UMS
unjon wantad to change to BEA.

®I heve never held eny offices in any union and never took an
active part in any unicn.

¥Prior to September 1932 the manﬂgement geonad to be getting along
with D% end after the mine, Mine “B®, changed over to PMA the menagement
of Mine "B™ soemed to haeve no dlfficulty with P4 until May 12, 1937.

4.

. o ~287 .
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and could not say if I wes notified of a moeting that night or not, :

" nor did I zes any other miners loading coal cars ahort on May 12,

Res JOHN L. LE:IS, ET AL,

between September 1932 and ¥ay 12, 1937. Neither .

FALCETTI or ELSEOFF of Mine "B" mentioned to me or -
showed any partiality toward WMR. The management .

of Mine "B" 20 far &s 1 know noever showed any hostile nttituda in settling

gricvances betwoen Sept, 1932 and May 12, 1837, . :

I and other members of P4 I know, felt that PM4 was an honest
union, not being cperated as a racket, no measures of compulsion were used
to force me to be a member of P4, FMA did not meke any unusuval special
asscssments and so far as I know thero was no kick-back to local PMA
officials. I knew of ths bombing cascs, but I do not kmow how other mem=
bers folt toward the conviction of FMA members. I took po interest in the
caso.

¥Botwoen Bept. 1932 and liay 12, 1937, TMw never net up a picket
line et Mine "B" nor did UM&@ distribute any literature at the mine, FKo one
telked to mo betwoon Sept. 1932 and Hay 12, 1937 in en effort to convert
me from e member of PMAL to UMHW.

Y1 never saw or heerd of any associatiop between the management
of Mine "B" end UM# officimle between Sept. 1952 and May 12, 1937,

- ®In the spring of 1937 I did not know of any ¢ontroversy gbout
the wage scale at Kine "B", so far as I inow omployees at Mine "B® were
eatisficd with the wegc Boale at Mine "B™ in the Spring or 1937 and no one
madc any mention to me about it.

"I do not rember & moeting of PMA on the night of May 11, 1937

"On the aftsrnoon of May 12, 1337 I.wes told by someone to stop
vork as there wes a disegrumont between PMA and the management of Mine "B"
ebout the union contract. I do not know what tho disagrecment wae nor
can I furnish any informetion as to why tho mine closed May 12, 1937.

- "I do not kncw anything about five UMW spies being expelled from
M. - -

"I 4id not lead any coal cars short on May 12, 1937, on

purposs,

"I did not know of an intended atrike on ey 12, 1937,

®I cannot say whether I signed a PMA4 petition of May 26, 1937
or not as I cannot remember such a potition,

- 233..

®There were no atriksn or closa-downr nt Hino 'B‘ T )
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Re: JOHN L., LEnI8, BT AL - ' -~

AN Lan
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®I 4id not sign any TAIW petition or any 'iildcnﬁ' -
petition in tho summer or 195?. : :

T

- -

| "I did not kmow of the formetion of M local ?469 R
July 29, 1937. ¥o one attempted to get me to becoms a member of IMA in thﬂ,‘
sumer of 1957. , - - | _ -

'I mey have attcnded some PMA mestings in the summer of 1937 but
1 did not teke an active part. Bo far 28 I know there wus no v1olence in tha
Summer of 1957.

"] was informed by an agont of PMA that Mine "B™ was to open. I
do not know the date but it was scmetime in Scptember; Y937. I rcoported for
work that morning and wes told by some of the miners that Mine "B™ officials
had made the etatement that anyone who wented to work would have to be a

. momber of Ukise I do not know the names of the miners who furnished me the , '
information, I remained at the mire that particular morning as & picket and t
returned for e few hours the fellowing morning as & picket. 8o far as I know
"P¥A did not import any outsiders as pickets. J did not act as a picket but
for the first two deys after dMine "B™ was to have opened 4n Sopt., 1937, 1
did not see any vioclence at the mine nor did anyone threaton me if I did not
act as a picket, :

e

*I do not lmow anything about an ettempt to open Mine “B™ Dac. 138, = ;
1837. I was not notified that the mine was to have been opened. b

~

" g about & Federal Court injunction Deg., 9,
19378 - ’
; 5 B0 T ~ , L. X
"on Dec, 15, 13937 tho NLRB hold an elsction to detcrmine if Mine ' ;
"B" should have been a UN7 mine or & PMA mine. I voted PMA as I was satis~
fied with the union, 8o fer ag I lnow the election was fair end no one was
‘ threatened if they did not vote PMA. T went to vote at my own free will, mo :
one carried me to the slection or told me thet I was to vote. i
k +

PI do not romber an attempt to rc-open Minme “BY Jan, 4, 1538 and
do not know if I reccived notice that the mine was to open on that date.

" "I do not know if I attended any PMA meetings botwosn Jan. 1938 and
- hov. 1939, so far as I krow there was no violence during thPt porzod of time.

'I received not;ca in Nov, 1939 thet Kine "BY wes to opon ond )
returned to work & few days lcter. 1 do not kmow whether there was any -
question as to the wege scale whon I returned to work or not., I do not know
the attitude of PiA members bocause they could not get a contreet, I d4id not
cere whether tho mine wes en open shop or e closcd shop. :

Is

SR Sl
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INTERVIE?’ 3 when I returned to the mine, Mine
there were many cave-ins in Mipe &
continue two small fires in Mine ¥B™ subsequent
: but I did not hear of or see any lurge
to BOV¢ 1959. . . R _ . TR . - - . - . 4 R

_ MBetwsen Nov. 6, 1939, end Feb, 21, 1641 no cnme throatsned me or
attemptod to persuade me to becomes a member of by or:to remein a momber of

Mo ' - _‘. : -

"In the summer of 1940 & man the name of whom I do not know, in=

formed me that I have to join Wiw as the mine was to becomo a TNa mine., I
knew I would have ©o bucome e membor of M in order £o work et iine *B® as 1
hsard many others were joining Uk# snd T heard wiclence was boing used cgelinst
PMA members becrzusoc they did pot joinm UTMAI I never saw any violence end -
never saw any fighte. On one occasion I heard & pan hollow when UNA membars
were beating him, but I did not sec the fight and could not furnish tho nemes
"of the persons fighting. In the summer of 1940 I jofned the WM¥ to prevent
any violence being used ageinst me by U&u merbers. I stopped paying dues to
P4 when I jolined TAGY. . ' '

"1 voted at the election Feb, 21, 1941 for PMi because I was satis-
fied with PM4 before UMa nttompted to organize Mine "B®, 8o far as I kmow
the election was fair, I did not seec any violonce during the slection. .

> "I am
M or H&-

unable +o may wheth

- B
"Up until the summer of 1941 I had good roome to work in, but in
the Summer of 1941 I got a bad room. I complained to the Board Kcmbers of
W%, the name of whom I do not kmow mbout the roam at which time he told neil
that I was in sympathy with P‘Eﬂ. and he would not help me got & good room. !

This sfatoment was read to mo end s true end correct to the boat
of my knowledge, -

1

v

ﬁitnassod:

. f
1
Special agent, FBI.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL | s L

He gave in=
xnowledge, it is
ab stated he has mever been

not believed he would be a good witnese.
arrested.

*

Following is a signed statement obtained from _

®Springfieid, Iil. *
August 27, 1943,

"I, BN 3-.  ) o ing statermont freely and
voluntarily to - and SR who have idontified
themselves to me &s gpegia! !%ents of the !%dern! !ureau of Investigatiom.

Ko threats of promises have been made to me to obtein this statement,

BT firet jr\,{npf! " un'inn the United Mine Enr'lrn rs, LB
s A dd W Ll AL = Ll 4 B A i MW A LiNS W s SuS A P Ay M
in I have never held an offive in any union. In 1928 or 1929 I be=
gan to work in Mine B, end worked there until th

in 1937. I returnmed
to work in Koveﬁbsr‘“tgog, and stayed unt:’gw 2 when 1 quit.
"I don't remember eny trouble at Mine B from the time I began to
work there until 1932, and don't know the reason for the trouble in that
year. At that time the men started the Progressive Mine workers union, and

as most of the men secmed to want that union, I stuck with the majority.

From 1932 until 1937 there was no trouble at Mine B, and ¥ was satisfied with

P.¥.A.. It rmade né difference to me which union, P.H A. or U.M.5%,., covered
the mine because I was satisfied with any union which satisfied the majority
of the miners in the mine. All during this time the mi-ors seemed satisfied
with P.X.A. ’

"During the period betwe=n 1932 and 1937 I went to some of the
P.M.A. meetings, but not very many of thome I did not go to the mecting
the night before the strike in May of 1937, and I cen't remember now whether
I knew whother or not there was to be a maen1ng. I didn"t know anything
ebout any U.M.\.. organizers in NineB, &nd I don't know the reasons for the

strike,

I did net go to the mine on the morninz of the strike because the
day tefore Benny ontocrossa had told me that the miners were going to strike.

- . -
. . | . -
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now dead.

"I had to support my family, so instead of ;oing to tha —
I went out to look for ancther iob. -

®] don't remcmber signing amy petition for the P.M.A. and I don't
remembsr signing any petition for U.N.w., although I might have, I just
can't remember. As I seid before, I was agreesble to what the majority of
the miners wanted and did not cere 1f the U.M.w. ceme back or if the P.M.A.

stayed in the mine.

"] don't rcmembor thaet I received eny notice of the opening of the
mine either irn September or December, 1937. 1In December, 1937, I voted for
the P.E.A, in an election at the State armory because I felt that was the
union the majority of the mincrs wanted.

"In the fall of 1939 I received a letter from ths mine operators
advising thet the mire was going to reopen in November. I woent back to work
in Novembor, end was at thet time a member of the P.M.A. Some time in 1940 o
1941, I thlnk it was August, Joe Albanese and f ‘ came toc see
me at my home several times. They"'ﬁﬂ‘.ys came toge old me that
if I were smart and wanted to keep my 4ob I should join the U.M.W. They
showed me a long 1ist of numes of men who they said had already signed up
with U.E,W. I agreed to join the U.M.'.., and signed up with them at that
time. . -

"In the election of February, 1941, I voted for the U.M.%.. because
I had signed up with thet union, and because I thought the mejority of the
. miners wero in faver of that union. I had noé preference for the UN.T. at
this time, but voted for them beccuse I had been told that I would lose my
job if I did not vote for U.M.i.. I bad nothing ageinst the P.l.A. Joe
Albenese and Dominic Bartolomco were the mon who told me to vote for U.M.w,

, My lace boos,
Y . I examinod the rcom, end uhen I saw
Ehat it was a bad room, I picked up my tools and quit my job. I don't kmow
why I got the bed room beceuse I had never caused any trouble with any of the
men in the U.N.w.

3 _m I began to work in the Penther Creek Mine
where P.M.T has a closed shop agreement, and 1 jomed the P.M.4. _ .

othar typewntten
' and T ztate that it

This statement consistinwﬁ this &
93898 has becn read to me by £ 4 ;

Bla .

-~ 242 <

Ho did mot. scy why they were going to ntrik:a. Banny is 7 | "
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Re: JOHN L. LE4IS, ET AL

,

continued

Witnesses:

ml hgents, FBI, Springfield, I111.

b7c. b
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is true to the best of my kmowledge and recollectiom.

(s)
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‘_%? ;-c.vc infaornation willinrhr. ' |
%n bo o ool witnose. Bo says ho has no orininal rocords Tho folloﬁ-ng -
sirnod statoont wae oxoouted dy hin,

-spfmgmlc, 111,

L X2V K 4

'—Dz% 7 Bc/

Aucust 27, 1543, -
e sako tho follouins gtatonomt frooly ond
voluntarily tc o SN who hove idontified

thonsolvos to  ‘=~. al Aconts ol Burozu of Invostie

Fotions Mo throots or prarnisos hawve boon nadeo to ne to obtaln this
stotaront. .

VI I joinod a looal union in Ponnsylvania whoro 1 weas
vicrkiny in a coal nincs I Qo pot rorortor tho none of the unions I
ocno Yo Springfiold, Ill., in vhoro I oontinuod to work £ho
nince cround Springcficlde I jeinod tho Unitod Mino Workors in
“? ‘ihile in any union, I hevo novor hold any offdoo. In 1932
onpod 1y nerborship in the UlluW, ond jolnod the Progrossive Mine

Vorkors of fiorioca. It 4id not rnko any difforonos to mw to which -
union I bolonrods I reonll thot in 1932 when wo wore allcrmd to voto -

as to tho union whieh vie proforred, I wvotod for tho P2

®Fran 1932 tc 1937 thoro woro no etrikoe or trouble ot !ino B
to tho best of ry knowlodros I attondod roctings of Plol%A. during
this tiro, I would havo been fined 4f I had not attonded tho iwotinge.
A1l Curing this tiw I was quito satisficd with PJM.A. as a union, and
with tho ncn and offiocrs of Pol%As While I was a moribor of PodLAe I
know nothing about any attonpts of the UMW, to arganizo tho non fran
Pul%As to UelLVWe Xo ono over csked no to join tho UMW, .

R “Pron fpril 1, 1537, until the first of Juno, 1937,

e ¥ ond know nothinc of tho striko ot !Mino B until ny wifo wrot

. Yo no thout it in a lottor, I do not know any roasons for this strikb. .

. after the striko, I roonll that I eignod o 9,141, papor, but I dontt

. runoriber what tho papor was nbouts I don' rooeall sipgning oxy popar

. for PoMeAe At thot tin it nado no ¢ifforonoe %o no in whioh union X
; w58 o onbors

LT

C L - 244 -
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JOHN L. LEVIS, T AL

L7 Lop

UITH ¥In tho olection thet wos hold in Dooonbor 1937 4n
m thc Stato arsconnl, I rooall that I voted for tho
{cont Inuod ) Pollelw union, llost of tho mincrs wore for Pellie,
and 4% did not neke any difforonee 4o rx which wnion

wae at tho riine g0 I votod with the mojority of ninorse I votod for tho
Prozrossive Tdne Viorkere also in 1939 for tho sorw roason,

®In Novorbor 1939 I roturncd to work at I'inc.By ond at that
tiw wog o morber of Peleie 4bout 10 omths loter, as I roooll, I
chanzod ovor to the UulLW. I roosll thot soiw of tho non, whosc naros
I don't rooall, startod tolking about roinr book into the UllwW. It
sociwd to mic that noet of tho nor wantod this union, 26 I wont beck
$o0.Th!L.7e It mado rno difforcnoo to we Y had bocn estisfiod with
P.M. A up 4o thie tiro,.

®This etotenent hos toon road to ro ®
an?2 I gtote that it is truo to tho bost o

z,

/ ,Sl!

ol
Sprincfiol

T ¥

™
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Illinols, was interviewed om
- Special Agents
He stated he had

tn -’ gZave informa - Frasly ARG TO nmfnri]v gatd ha

~a it v a Az ¥ U A ada ==L =2

- (4
to testify and it is ¥ lieved he would make an excellent

\.. never been Arre
Y aould be willing

)ﬁ f; 088,
Tho following signed statement was obtained from m

! I11inois
ugus

¥o threats

-fi

me PeCIAl 2 of the Tederal Purotu of Investigatlon.
or promisss have been made to me to obtain this statement.

.o Il1l., I was born
0 wNe United States in
Spr1ngflald I1l., in

"7
L

-y
5
n
+
e
3
wde
3

o

workers in SDrlngfield 111., in
1932 when 1 joined the Progressive Min

union until
¢ Norxers of. Amox iote I wag not

working in e mine when 1 joinéawgﬁe P.MA, I Joined that union because I
felt that T wanted to belong to that union in case I started to work in
the mines agnin. 1 started to work in Mine B, as I recall, in 1935, I was
& mcmber of P.M.A. until 1941 when I had ¥¢ Joln the U.H;W.

"As far as I know the P,M,A, had no trouble with the managsment of
Mine B from 1932 until 1937. As for myself, I was absolutely satisfied
with the P.M.A, I was dissatisfied with the U,¥.W. because I felt that
John L. Lcwis had not played fair with the members of that union. It scemed
to me that he took all the money the miners made by means of assessments.
Lewis and the U.M.W. said tho miners would get back the money they paid in
specinal assoessments, but they ncver did. I belioved at that time, and I
still do bellieve, that the P.M.A, is a wondsrful union. Whenecver, the -
PM,A, asked for a special assessment, which was not vary often, the officers
slways explained just why the asscssmont was being nsked, A1l of the men
who were members of P.M,A, were fully satisfied with the union, If a man
missod a P,M,A, union he was not fined, but in the U.M.W, union, a member

- 246 -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

wog fined 50¢ for each meeting missed. After the eleotion
of 1941 I was forced to join the UMW, to keep my job

that the P,M.A. always did overything in thelr power to help their members.

"From the time I began working at the mine until the strike in 1937,
T did not know of any time when the U.M,W. sc¢* up 8 picket line, although

T A~ womnmhnew AP Ans ~wm $fwmen Aasoedarme wham 2 smor odamad ad Ehn R sbhaner e
4 G rememosr o4 o066 OF VW0 OCCA5lL0nNS Wash & MAn SLiOSd 4T Wb JALESAFAYy Wy

the ertronce of the mins end passed out handbills, telling the men to join
the U.M.W., and that they could join without paying &n initiation fee and
thot they would get & cut on their duss for a certain period of tims.

"In June of 1936 an election of officers for P.M.A. was held, Just
before this election, 12 mer, namely, Joc Albarese, Andrew Schrelevious, °
Dominic Pasguale, Pete Carter, Frank,AM§EIH'“T“ny_fﬂQjch Cotton Ananias,
John Sirtout, Georgc and Emory Jocaway, Charles Bohanpon, and Jamee Hale,

a1 momhane ~AF +ha D L T .Y had heamiinm 014w 4-.\ Fhn wnow mwd oddiwnddo L T
Lii MUTOSIe U1 UNE FLikefiay uuu ucsu.u VA LR AHE WU LT LRI Glu ubbcmyb;ua o

cruse dissatisfaction with the P.M.,A., to try to get the men to join the

U.M.K. Lpproximately a year before the strike, bscause they were afraid

that the above named men might be hurt, the Mine B compnny gave these men

a sepcrate wash room in the office building 2t Mine B. Some of these 12

men werc drivers, some were company men, and some loaded coal, The drivers

and the company men could get 2ll over the mine and were in a position to

talk to the miners and to agitate them to join the U.M.W. . {}
A mawa dwm

Ll b N 12 wnw wor s o -
LIES5 1= <l S man il wWod G 41U

(‘D

AT 1d

vith the nanagement much of the time. They had the best of everything, andJ -
the diggers would get the best rooms. All of these men wont around with
Falcetti, and I know that they went out together. T hecard that Falcetti

was along at one time when some of these men tried to get miners to join

the U,M.7,, but I don't know if this is true or not,. K

"At the time the contract between the company and P,M.A. ended in
1937, the lecders of P.M.A. told ths men that they had no contract, but

+Flnd 41 - o Wapr ey Ty P e = 'Y ey ~d? AL AT Y e L X & |
vAY WO Mgl WEeI'eé WOr KLl lB UROcr 4Il 8XTCNBEA0H 01 LD UL DUIJUI Auvuw tivld

&8 new onc could be signed, The members of FP,M.A. were willing to do whateover
the leadors thought was best, At this time there was some trouble about

the back pny question, namely, the pay the men were to receive from

April 1, 1937, until the ncw contract was signed at & highsr scale. This
question was finally settled, the union giving into the management, and
agreeing that the wage scale would bogin at the time the new controct was
signed, The nen wcre satisfiod with this arrangement bocause they did not
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

| bLoc L)

INTERVIEY WITH want to make any trouble with the management and they did
# not pay any attention to the fact that the men working in -
CcOnti1n U.M.W, mines got their raise in pay sboner, because the

men in P.M,A, knew they were going to get a realse anyway,
This matter was discussed at a P,M.A, meeting and the mon said they were
satisfied to let the leaders of P.M.A. work it out with the managemsnt., The
wage scale and all other matters concerning the contract had been decided
botween the union and the management, and the men were just waiting for the
management to sign the contract with P.M.A,

"0On May 11, 1937, a notice was posted by the P,M.A. on the bulletin
board at the mine, advising that a specisl meeting was to be held that
night at Progressive Hall, 6th and Washington Streets, Springfield, Ill.

This meoting was well attended, all the chairs being taken, Some of the
members had to stand. I think there were about 450 men there., Although

the notice did not say what the meeting was to be about, 1 hnd been told that
the meeting was to ascertain what the members  the P.M.A. wanted to do about
the 12 named men who werc agitating for the U,M.W. Just prior ts this tims
the company had stopped checking off duss for the P.M.,A, for 12 men, The
activities of the 12 men were well kucwn to the P.M.A,, and it was known
that thesc were the 12 men whose dues were not checked off by the company.
The meeting wos called to draft a petition to the management saying that
these 12 men should be forced to rejoin the P.M.n. or else be discharged
from ¥ine B, The refcrendun vote on the petition resulted in a vote of all
the men present for the petition. I believe that seven of the 12 men later
egreed to rejoin the P.M.A. and their names were deleted from the petition.
Kone of the 12 men was present at this meeting, although the notice was
posted in the usual place and no restrictions were placed on the persons
attending the meeting. I don't know how the seven men were advised of the
action taken at this mecting.

"The next morning, upon arriving at Mino B, the petition was
presented to Falcetti, and he was told that the remaining five men either
had to rejoin the P,M.A, or be discharged from Mine B, becauge the P.M.A.
men refused to work with two unions in the mine. Falcetti said that he would
not fire the men, and that from that time on no dues for ths P.M,A. would be
checked off from the salaries of nny of the men. When the management refused
to fire the 5 men, the P.M.A, menbers began loading the cars short., This
action had been decided upon at the moeting the night before and it was
further decided st that meeting that if the loading of the cars short did
not influ¢nce the managoment, the men would strike, The strike was called
after the managemcnt refused to fire these five men,

"As far as I know this was the only rcason for the strike. Nothing
concerning the wage dispute had been menticned, and I don't believe it had
anything to do with the strike. We bogan to picket the mine because we did
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

149 R LD 1215

not wont the 12 men to go to work until the sheriff came,
and after ho told us that no one would go to work in the
mine until the trouble was settled, we went home.

a.". :
.

"I don't remember signing the P.M.A. P“titlun in May 1937, and X
don't remerber anything about it, although I might have signed it. 1 dont't

remember signing any petitions that sumer.

"During the summer of 1537 § : (Ph), o U.M.¥%. agitator
brought up from the South, who had been brought up to work in the mines &
couple of months before the strike, asked me several times to join the U.M.W,
I saw him several times in Spr1ngfield I11., and he asked mo at those times,
One day during that summar, B care to my home ir and

asked me to join the U.k T- don'y Yomember anyone else agking he. I was
not threatened in any way by these men.

"During tho summer of 1937 the P.M.A. paid me my gasoline and
neal expenses, and I went around trying to keep the members of P.M.A.
together. I talked to them on the strcets, and I saw them in their homes,
trying to keep them in the P.M,A, ¥%e had P.M.A. mcetings about once a week,
and the officcrs reported to them what was going on. MNost of the men felt
that even though they were out of work, the officials of F.M.A. were trying
to do the best they could for them, and thet thoy should wait for word from
the officials ag to what should be done. As time went on however, and
men could not get work, soms of them began to sign up with the U.M.W. I
talked to several of them after they had joined the U.M,%., and they said
that they wished that they could still be in P.M.A.

HER

RITE kol

"In September, 1937, 1 received & notice from Mine B, saying that
the mine would reopen, Later I received another letter from Mine B, saying
tliat a closed shop contract had been signed with the U.,M.¥W. Te had n special
meeting of the P.M,A, at which wc decided that if the management gave the
contract to P.M.A, we would work the mine, nnd if thoy rofused, we would picket
the minc when it was rcopened, The P,M.A. did this because we had & majority
ot that time. The men wanted to work and were ready to work, but when the

nagément would not give the P.M.,A. & contrect, picketing began, This had
been dvcided upon by a referendum vote of the P.M.A. members, I was a picket,
and all of tho pickets were men who had worked at Mine B. The men were all
in agreement that they would not work under s U.NM.W. contract,

"it the time of the Federal injunction I felt, and I believe that the
majority of the men did likewise, that tho purpoae of it was to kcep the men
from gning to work. I don't romember getiing any notices in December 1937,
or January 1938,

"In the election of December, 1937, held at the State armory, 1 voted
P.M.A, bocause ] believed then, as I do now, that the P.M.A, is the best
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Re: JOHN L, LEVIS, ET AL _
&2¢ Lo
w1TH union. I went to & window at the Stete armory, received
a ballot, checked the union I preferred, and deposited the
nued ~bellot in o box. I think the slection was on the square

because I think most of the men wanted the P.M.A, at that
time .

"In Movember of 1939 I received & notice from P.M.A,, or from Mine
B, I don't remember which, that the mine wzs to reopen., I donft remomber now
that anything was snid about thc wages we were to receive. MNost of the men
I talked to were still satisfied with the P.¥.A., but worc mad at Elshoff
because he would not sign & contract with P.MN.A.

"ihen I returncd to work in Novembeor, 1939, thore was some fall in
the minoe, but I don't think it would have cost tho company a lot of money to
fix it. I don't remember eny large fire or accident occuring since I returned
to iine B in Kovembor 193,

"Bctween Noverber 1939, and Fobrusry 1941, whon the U.M.7. gained a
me jority in the election I saw scveral men recelive boatings, or r“tha the
of the beatings., Some of the nen who were beaten werz: 4 B
B (Ph), and 2 man known 5@ There were several othcrs 'who
rc booten, but I don't remember thoir ¢s. Each one of the men told
. that he wis beater because he did not went to join the U.N.”. Bohannop
and Bsungardncr, and several others were the men who beat these men
my self was ncvor threatened, or becten for failing to join the U,M.T.

after the election of February 1941, Bohainnon and Falecetti told me that if
I did not join the union (U.M.¥.), I would not be allowed to go into Mino B
that day. During this poriod I never hoeard the management of Mine B sey
or 2o anything that favored U.!f.77,, but I do know that U.M.%. men got
better rooms, bettor jobs, and bettor troastment, then the P.M.A, men,

ugh he 1 m8 nicely, he would not cooperate with
me or give me anythinb. Just before the election in February 1541, if 1
prcsented a gricveance on the part of a P.M,A, man, Elshoff wauld nat listen
to me. I also had scveral conversations with Falcetti who acted the same

as Tlshoff, On one occasion whon & F.M,i,. man had his tools stolen, I went
to Fuleetti, =nd asked him to furnish or buy some more tools for this man aos
kis tools had boen stolen in the mine, Falcctti refused, and sa2id 'l don't
give the Progressives nothing. I'11 give you everything if you will join t
United Mine Vorkers, why don't you join the United Mino Workeras?!

"In the eloction of Fobruary 1941, when the mine went U.M.V,, I
know that the majority of the mon who were P M,A, voted U,M.7., because they
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Re: JOEN L. LETIS, ET AL

7 1TH were afraid that they would be beeten and harmed if they
did not vote for U.M.V.. Since that time in talking with
continuc the men I have been told by many that they still favor

the P.M.A. I favor the P.M.A. because it is 3 square,
unicn, and the U,M.Y.. is not. l

"I have read this statement consisting of this and 7 other typewritten
pages, and state that it true to the best of my kmowledge and recollsction.

™. itnesses:

signed)
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Ret JOHN L. lE.TIS, ET AL .

\ RogviE ﬁ T
nt \{_ Illinols, was integviewed at his homeou August 30 1943,
AY )(f © by Special Arents Sy,

C professed to have a poor memory,

¢ iculty he had in reme bering incidents at Mine B. It 1s not
»elieved that this man would make a good witness beca®%€ oI hls memory and
his limited knowledge. He claimed to have no criminal record.

2
N

The following is the sipned statement obtained fron NEETERET

"Springfield, Illinois
August 30, 1943

make the following voluntary statement to

; who have identified themselves to me as
gents of the rcderal Baream of Investigstion. I give this freely,
without any force or viclence bcing used, and no promises made.

» Springfield, I1l., an 8
: 1 came to this country in
izin at Sprincfield, Ill., in i
oincd a union 11:“ the United Mine orkers, when I
was vorking in | i I becnme enployed a2t “dne B in 1936, and joined

the Progressive LT workers M,erica at that tinme. I joined the P,
because they had g tTosed Shop apreement, and I had to join to go to work.

born in
and bscane a naturs 1ized

"I f4

"I was satisfied generally with the F.M.A., although to me, one
union is just like another. 1 dién't attend very many meetings, becausse
I wasn't espe~ially interested. I don't remember attending a meeting of
the P.1L.a. the night before the strike in lay of 1937. I mipht have seen
the notice of the meeting, ut don't remember it.

"1 don't know the reason for the strike in May, 1937. I remember
that I vwis told a strike had been called, so I quit ¥ith the rest of the
nen. I h:zard some talk before the strike, that some men were irying to
agitnte the men into joining the U.iL ., and I don't know anything more
about it, and no one contacted ne.

"1 don't remenber sipning any petitlons although I will not
say I did Aot, for I might have. Neither do I remember anyone trying to
: get me to join the U.ELTL.

- "“hen the P.M.A. picketed the Mine B in the fz211 of 1937, 1
went to the picket line several times. I don’t remember if I heard about
the picket line at a union meetinz or if some of the men told me, but I 4o
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

byc :

7 |
know that I vas not farced to picket by threats or any-
thing of that nature. I do not remember seeing anyone
but ".M.A. =men frewm Mine B on the picket line,

*In the elec.-ion of December, 1937, at the arsenal, I woted
For Uif7 hac. v e et 0f the men seemed to ke in favor of that union at -
thct titw. I vid not join the U.MN.V. until after the election which they
wor;, the one in February of 1941. I voted for U.M.T. because the majority
of the men seemed to favor it, and also because the general feeling was
that the mine would not stay open unless U.M.7. won the election. I do
not know where I heard this, nor who I heard it from, but that was the
feelmg that the magorit of the men had., The managenent seemed to f=vor

10 instanc:s of such favoritism. -

"I wis not f orced to join the U.M. "'-, but knew that 1f I wanted
to kezp my job at &ine B I would have to_as far as I am concerned, one
union is as good as ancther, and I have no preference. The U.II, f. has more
money, ad can pay larger benefits, but, penerally sneskin~, I have no
preference.

"I remember that, vhen we returnad to work, one man hada job

e +h 3+ o 8 &
air checker. I don't re wmw’“; ever seeing one in the mine befn.e the

strike. I don't know if he was zgit-ting the men to join U.M.7. or not.

"I have Have read to me the forepoing, consisting of approx-
ima2tely three hand written pages, and sta e that it is true to the best
of my knowledge.

“{tnesgesg:

Sawlleod% o .

Special Agents, FBI
Sprinrfield, Ill.®
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8 :-, and scems to have lost mucl :!
e2all many of the events which happened while he was_el-loyad

dld not take much interest in wnion activ
o speak and understand English very well, it 1s believad
would not make a pood witness. No attempt wes

t it rupresrqts the facts as they are today. F
could nct coneentraie on the reading of the statemen

®*Springfield, Ill.

Suliiiatolloxing stotenent frecly

and voluntarily 8 who have identified

themselves to me as !pecia! agents of the redeva egau of Investigation.
No threats or prlmiscs have been made to me to obtain this statement.

n in-field, T11.

I came tén
in &

I was born
States prior

and was naturalizcd

a mipe union. It was many
i

®] have worked at line B on several occasions, and I don't
remenber the exact dates that I worked there. I don't remember when I
joined the Progressive Mine Workers of Amcrica. I joined this union
becrase it had a closed shop dgreement nt with Mine B. I have gono to very
few union meetings.

1937, but I

ad el Tam e

don't knov, the reacsons for the strike., I'don't remember si

petition in the year 1937. I was not asked to join the U.l

GIIJ

"I was working at Mine B vhen the strike started in
Efl
e

that year.

"In the eloction held in Decembor 1937, I did not vote becruse
I was sick.

"I don't romember when I rejoined the United Mine Torkers, but
it was after I started back to work at kine B after the mine was opened
in 1939,
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"I Joined the U.IL7. because I thought they
would have a closed shop agreement with Mine B.

- - ¥ Becd ok mam
I can't tell which union 48 O8vveT.

his and one other page has been
ths best of my

itnesses:

Special agants, ... 1,
Springfieid, I11.°

was not asked to sign the above statee
ncnt bechusc ‘who read it and said it was true so far as

she knew, s1id "L would not listen to her read it becuse he did not
understand English very well.
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iﬂD

Illno s, was interviewed at his home on Auust 31
1943, by Speciel .goent
furnished his information in a cooppfétive manner.

N He ad.itned that e had been mut in jail for drunkenness, but claime
n% have no othor eriminal record. This admitted feiling on part of
$ mi “ht indure his credibility as a witness.

lf The following sigmed stntewent was obtained fron

°Springfield, T1l.
Auzust 31, 1943

"1,
voluntarily e
themselves to me as

he ;ollow1nb statenent freely and
who have identified

pec o Bureau of Investigation,
oy No threats or promiszs have been made to me t6 obtain this staterment.

it

l!I

,» Springfield, I11. T was

born at I aui working at Panther

5
% Creek Mine
! "I first joined a union, the United wine workers, in hen I
¥y " - . .
i ] was working in Springfield, I11. I stived in this union -nti 33 .
@ when I Jonsed the rrogressa.ve idine igrkers of Amgma. As I recall I b¢gan
= to work at Mine B some time™ in f-f?;. I quit working there in the first Parv

of I hve™never held any office in any union. I had no part in the
formation of P.M, A. I joined the P.Y.A., when I started to work at Mine B.
That union had a closed shop agreement with the mine company.

"As 1 recall there was no trouble at the mine between the manage-
ment and the P.¥,4, I liked the P.}.A. union better than the U,}. 7, union
beczuse the P.'L.A. treated me squarely and fairly. I was glad to join the
F....A., becauze I did not like the way the U.M.".. had been taking so much
of my vaies in special assessnents. I did not think that this was right.

"Before the strike started in 1937 I recall that there were some

nen trying to agitate for U, . and to pull menbers from F.2.A. I
remcmnber that Frank Aystip talkod to me in lfine B, He said he mas tired of

s P.l. A, and sugbestzd that we join the U,l."7. T was not in favor of this
. and told Austin thzt I was satisfied with P.M.A. T also reuscoher that Jimmy
_Hale talked to me in Mine B. He said that the U.}M.W, had over 100 mombers,
and that I micht as well sign up vith UMV, No one else evor said anything
to mc about U,!\W. nefore the strike in 1937.

]
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T WITH HEHRY w1 did not kmow much about the controversy over the
% wage scale, I went about my work, and was confi-
£o dent that the F,V,A, officials would take carc of
the miners, I knew that we were working under a
tenporasy agreement which had been signed by the mine management with the
FP.1LA, It was an extension of the old agrcenent which the P,M.A, had. I
understood that the extension was to last until the wage problem was settled
"T di ' not go to marny union meetinzs, and I don't remember going to
the F.M.A. meeting on the ni_ ht before the sirike started in 1937,

"On  ths day of the strike Y workaed part of the day in the mine.
Then the strike was z22iled, I cdon't kno. who called the strike. The reason
for the strike was ths+* ‘he F.M.,A. men refused tc work with the U.N.¥, men
in the mine. It was satisfactory with me if tkre leaders of P.1.A, thought
it was necessary to call a strike, In that part of the mine where I was
working, I don't recall that any of the coal cars were being loaded short,
I think that the only rcason for the strike was the presence of the U,M,W,
men in Mine B, and I think there was no c¢oncern over the wage issue.

T signed the F.',A. »etition in Mayr 1937. I don't remember why - the
petition was brought around. I also signed a membership card for P.M.A,,
but no other petitions. I never signed any petitions for U,K.W,

"During the sumner of 1937 no U.L.?/, man ever contact:d me about
joinin: that union.

"In the fall of 1937 T rcceived a notice of the rcoenin, of Mine B.
but I did not go out to Lipg B becausc I vwas workin, at ranther Crogk Mine
#2. I went out to iine B once in a while at nisht and did a little picket-
in-. T went out to the picket line becausc I vianted to and not because
crnybody forced me. I saw only local men in the picket line; no strangers.

"I don't knov the attitude of thc miners about the Federal injunctio.
in the fal1l of 1337. I fclt that Blshoff got the injunction to keep the mer.
off of his property.

"I did not go out to the winc on any of the attempted rcopenings
except the one when the wmine did open in 19339, '

\

#In the election of Decembur 1337 I voted for P.U.A, because I
f~lt that the .¥.4. had trcated nme fairly, and I did not want to go back t~
U.lF.%, I think that most of the mlzers in Hﬁne'B felt the same way as I dicd.

"Tn 1339 I think I received a notlce from the manz ement that the
mine would reopen, and advising me as to when T should comw back to work.
At this time T was stil: in the F.M,A. union.
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"After the mine reopened I stayed at liine B only a
couple of wonths. T could not got alon: with _
Charles Bohannon. Bohannon and Jo!':n Sirtout were
g1ven TUSTMeYes in Mine B, and I'WE¥ £iven a slow

mle. Because my mule was slow I could not keep up wit: Bohannon and

Eirtout, and because I was slow I always caught ®"hell" from the boss.

Neither Sohomnon or Sirtout ever tried to get me 4o join U.M.7. Hovever,

both of tiem did everything they could to make me loox bad in my job, and ge.

me fired. I think that the. saw to it that I got the worst mules and the
dirtiest jobs, whilc they obtained the easy jobs for themselves, Bohannon,

Sirtout, and Carteq'wPuLd lay off 2,3, or 4 days at a time and nothing

would happen to theme—“metime I laid ofT onc da:- and Falcetti told me

that if that ever haoened aain I weuld de fired., after a couple of

months I bucame fed oy with Mine B, cuit, and went to work at Panther Croek
Min: #2 vwherc I am at tie Jresent tiue. ——

"I never saw any beatings taken by any of the ainers, although I
did hear that some of the men were beaten after I left.

) "Falcettl, Bohannon and the other U,N.”.. men were alvays hanging
around tozether, joking and havin_ a good time. I have seen Fzlcetti wi
some of the U,L.7. men in Springfield durin; the evenin:s, but I don't
«<now how much they associated socially. I don't remember seeing Falcetti
or any of the mine officials talkin; or associatin: with any of the F,M.&.
men.

7T did not votc in the election of February 141 because I was no
lon er em-lojed in Mine B. However, I aa still a P.lM.4A., man and still

believe that is th. best union.

#I huave read this stztoement consisting of this and three other t pe-
written pa_es, and I staetc that it is true to the best of mr knowled;c and
recollection.®

Tiitnesseas

Eﬂeé&EI.Igents, F.B.I.
Springfield, I1l1.%
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L
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E
!
|

STy

s _intervigrod at his hoto by .gents
on sugust 29, 1943 Yo ns
eved hc would bu a pood

frec in giving information, and is no>
witness, He admits n~ criminal record.

The f-1lowing signed statemont mas given byu

"Sprinfﬁ.cld, m.
an ust E, 19‘30

: strtonent freely and
voluntarily to . o have identified
themsclves to ne as Swe-icl Lgerts of the Federal e of Investizotion.
No thrcats or promisct 2.ve been nmade to me to ottain this statement.

"I, § rizke th: £ol1mnig

nT pr an.alV AR ‘)t-ﬁh
._u mﬂnur' 2

Was born
= 2 anlc‘ o‘(

ny 'tr\_
S uniom until I join:d the Pr:gruscivo .

¥

m,gagi |

n
Fy = L )
3] -amc B 11'1*5

rg o
X

I rejoined the UJILT. sonme tlne IMISZOTT began o work ab i
and then z2fter a sehort zbscnce fra Iinc B, I arin went to wisrk Thore
1932. I have never held an office in ony union. I did not help to or-

canize P.lloa,

"Durins the puriod from 1932 to 1637 there was no trouble at
1%ne B. So far as I know there was no trouble in the P.lLA: The
officers ran the union firly -nd squarely, I don't rze2ll any trouble
with the men in U.IL ', During this period I dan't renenber any picketing

L TN

¥
W b 7 7T 7T ar the Aﬁ ctritmtd am A nr tt her +h £ svnd an

vy Ulbks Uel.w o, pw e Wil T W) WA AWMU LVLIL JA all.y 1 e dl"C Wy vl v \BIJ.\A‘.I.I I

don't know »f any agit~ting.

"I have not cone 4O many uniun nectings. I have never taken much
intercst in union ~ctivities. I always hove buon oble to get along vers
ell with the rwn in any wnion, .

"Belfore the strike started at 8nc B in 1937 I hesrd from sore
of the nen that ther. as coing $95 be a speeinl mecting of the P.ll.i. o
the nicht bafore the st.ri!(e, I did not ;o to this nceting, and T don't
know the purpusc »f the neeting, “hon I arrived at Mine B the day that
the strikc started I went t» work, and some time loter I was teld thore

vias a strike. I don't know anything about the crusca for this striko.

n.fter the strike started, I reeall that I signed a P.ll... petition
: to the cffect that the P.ll..\. had a majority of the nen in the minc and -
vere r:ady to ;¢ brek t> worke I thought that the petition was being
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