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pronsssu:s T:U TEememoeT J1ivuvdg O Lo u.u.s UJ.. UVOlLLwe i t}"u yuuo Juusop &

cxpressos himsclf poorly and should not bo oconsidorod ns o witmcsse The
following statement wos soourcdy rood to him; and aoknowlodged by his merks

August 28, 1943
Springfield, I1l

mgkc tho fellf\"g{na vgl 'I-!)P}! n+n+r~mt"ﬁ+
te : _ both of wham bave idontifiod themseclves
tc mo Bpooinl Agonts of the Fodernl Burcau of Investigntiona Ko .
threats or pramisss hove been modo to mo to induoo me to mtko a

statocmente

S und oame to tho
3« and presently roside od

I oun not rond nor write Bnglishe I jolncd tho UM.H.

go I connot romombor tho exunot yoore I hove worked of

Mino B for nbout 4 yenrs and am now employod at Mine Ae I wus working

ot Yino B in 1937 when they had a striko, but I dan't know why the mine

wes shut downe I heve novor hold any office in eény union and have

noevor beon intorested in cny of thoir wotivitiese I ofnnot road nor write

my own nome and do not reonll over signing ony poetitianse I have no

informotion ebout uny wnion sotivities ot the mines :

His (X) norke

above rodd to him and edmitted truce _ S é >
™7itncsseds . é ) Q
Spooirl agonts, F.B.1. ' ‘ 0

Ua 5o Dopts of Justioes"
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Re: JOYN L, LEWIS, ET AL

2. INTERVIEW WiT:

, Number &
w}nch is incorre
2180 incorrsct,

He was bo , and is
presently § S Sl Fringfield, He
entered this CoumLry 3 : ecan Federal Court.,

q""‘“”f"‘ el H on S i wu;ulﬁﬂ H‘\.‘u’.iu':?: Certificate
Ho was arronn Elygrmgﬁeld 1.# the name of
ession of liquor, and paid $100 fine.

or illegal poss

He is very cooperative, is willing to testify, and will make al
good *itness,

The following signed staterent was obtained fron

FedSriToMureav of TnveshgaHon,"of my own free nli, with no force or
d ress used, and with no promisec made me.

"] live at™  WaE TR ingfield, Tllinois, and
# TRk ; ﬁh I was Dorn m

"I jnined the United “ine 'Torkers av TR :
in Jme of e 'Ihe ‘w.inﬂ there was a clo?@‘ﬁ”sﬁ P, and had to join 11
K. © “Nand got a job in the
Mines here, 1 was still 8 n mber o~ the Unite e dorkers, Except for
a short visit back % ° I worked in coal *rzines aromd Sgrmgﬁeld

Ir av-“_u.,-z ﬂm havir g7r Ter rnad i T wnen
the Wi s eloae own, unt 1‘ : 1%}

cept ons
winier in a sszall country Jine, but just. did odd joos. In

T becarme
¢mployed at Kine B, and jrined the P ¥ A. I had not paid any dues to the

Ur bet Mne Workare sinc sNR 25 I had not been working in Mines, The
Progrecsive Mine Morker ol " Merich had a closed shop agrreenent with the

Trme and I had to join the P ¥ A to viork in the line B, No one tried teo

- 42 =
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Re: JD:'EJ Ln LE"]B, ET AL ~ é‘?o AV‘\ :

INTZRVIZW wn'z-:— get me to join the P N A, and I did it

{continued) on my own accord so I could work there.

fWhen the 2 M A was organized, Im't working in the hlnes,
didn't take any part in the organization., 1 sympathized with the P X
vecause 4 think levvis gave them a raw deal, 4 nex! coniract wag to be mde,
and .L.C‘nls wanted tiue men to [1(,78 a .LOWEI' wazc. *ne m:mer‘: I'I.EU. a ]"CIGT:?DCUEI.
and rejected the lower wage scale, but even so, Lewis went ahead and signed
the coniract., I sympathiged with the men organizing the P ¥ A because of
tiiis action by Lewis, and the miners got a raw deal.

®l joined the P ¥ 4 in April of and bucame a menber of
Locil &, I think that was the numbcer, month or tvo after I joined, therc
was & meeting for electiun of local ilicers, which I at.ended. 1In May of
1637 therc was some troudle at the Mine, but there was no t.roub1r> betreen

The Lll']t: i D!:‘g._.l WUI‘J‘{.LIB and le..u L.lmt.. f‘r‘u..m..x..w Was IK CL d CLLN‘H av
21y time, either by & strike or by the Managoment,

fTn May of 1937, when I wenbi on strike with the others, ths
reason givin me for the strike was the fact that there was no contract with
the F ¥ a4 and the Mine, and the mer didn't wani to work without a contract.
The contract had expirad on april 1, and no new onc had been csigned. On
that morning, before any men went down inte the mine, groups wvre' talicing
and saymg thut they didn't want to go dovn in the mine withou: a contract.
Somc of the ien vwent down into the Mine, about half of {them, I think, but
tizz rest, including iyself, Jusc hung around for a while and then came home.

"] never went back to the ¥ine again, end I left my tools and
everything therz, o few days later I heard a story that the Unitod Mine
Workers were paying some men to try to orgznize a U MW loecal in the line,
and that was a reason for the strike, I didn't know anything about these
mn at the time. I went out on strike. I went ouwt because I didn't want
to woerk withmut a contract. I knew that there was a tegporary agree: nent
hetweern the Wine and the P M A

"T was not dissatisfied will, tu: P H A, nor woere the mdjority
o” the men., I know that the United could rot gat any b.tter contrzct thanm
the P X A, and was satisfied vith t.oc F N A, I was not a strong unison man,
and ¢idn't have any preference boiween the United and the Progressive.
Som: time later an election was hG.LC, ir the wirtor “ime t Las held in
the state arsenal, and althowh I was vorking a. 5 e
time, I wert to the cluction. I votod for the P N i bcdause virs
m2 jorityr of the men were for the Progressivs, I kmew this wcause of
corvorsation in the various groups, and the feoliir of the men was for
Frozressive. When I had been working at the Hine the biggest feeling was
for the ;robrcsqive.
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JOI L. LEVIS, ET AL ' - ' S
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#Before the strike I had heard nothing
of any United lcn working at the Mine,
although somc men working may have bo-

longed to both wiions, As I said b “o.::, the fecling of the men was in

fawor of thc Progressive, In the year that T workad at the mine, I went
to only oneé Progr.csive meating, bscausce I wasn 'y interested in hion
m2ctings, eand not bicause I might have been intcrested in United, 1 Just

wa2sn't intcrested enough in either onc. When 3 mocting was to be held, a

notic. would be ;laced on the bullietin board at the ¥ine. Thess wmion

moetings were generelly helr aboul tvace a month, I can't remember now
whethier or not & notice of a meeting to be held the nite before the sirike
was postud or mot. Anyway, I can say that I didn't know anything about
sucn & mecting.

INTLRVIER WITH
{continued)

"T don't romombor ever sisning any pet,it,i Y C
the majerity of the men werc in favor of P M s, a
sifned one, I know that if a petition such 2s that was made np, I would
have signed ii, beeause, as I said, I later votoed for P M 4 in the election.
However, &5 I said, I eanft remzuobor whether I signed onc or not, I doni
r.wembor whether anyone from the Unitsd ™ine worker: ever came to me and

acked me to sign a potitio ., but I know theat il someonc had I womld not

huve gigned it beeausce I b.lieved the mejority of the men were in favor
of the rrogressive, znd I was wiliing to gc with the majority. After

lezving +h, mine, excopt for th. timc T nn‘fad I dontt rimcnber any

the mine, except for th. timc votad don tt rimcmber amny

p-titions of anr kind being given nme to 3ign, and I can't remcmber any

conversation about ary ptiitions that I might have had, or hoard ebeut,
noftur I woent on strike I heard that the hited was trying to

orginizc a loersl, but no onc ever came to me and asked me to join tho

United, and, even if they had, I know I wouildn't hove joined, for the reasons

given above. After th. strike, I heard thot United had sct up a local, but

I don't know of any rmeetings that either the United or the Progressive

may acve had,

87 heard that thore was trouble among the miners when the minc was
reopened, or ationpts made teo reopen, but T was not there, so knov nothing
about it. No on2 cver asked mc to o out to the mine to help, and I never
wont out. I hezard that th. sherifl was c¢allec at one timc, but imow nothing
further about that. I heard thot Uritsd was trying to get men from other
¥ines ané put thum to work at hine 3, but I don' remembder where I hoard

it, or aiything else avout it. 1 did hear that the P ¥ A pot men from ‘
.\kh Hirce :v-n\mr-‘ Lavvinefinld to 11 1'\ E}'i_g‘n’nf., 'h\ﬂ' T don H’ knn‘w Vﬂ"';ihpf

U\.ll\.-; WLLIT W AW RS S A e LA 3™ ~ Fel W bkt X1 WL llsd

the stoery was true or not
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Re: JOHWN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIE, WIT: SR 81 did hear something ebout the in-"

(continued) ' Junction placed by the federal cowrt,
but as I was no longer intecrested in

the Mine, and didn't ever see any of the men, I knew nothing about it.

"I don 't know any reason why so few men showed up for work when
they tried to opsn the mine, except I knew that most of the men were still
in favor of the Progressives, I heard at the time, but don't know where
or how I hcard it, other thon that I heard it from members of the P M a4
that a reason the P ¥ 4 men didntt show up at thc reopening of the mine was
because they felt the Management of the Mine was trying to get the United
local in thce Mine and keep the Progressive out. I dani*$ know anything more
about this, as I wasn't working there, but I know that some of the men felt
there might be a deal botween the Management and the United, T don't know
what thc rcason for their thinking was, nor do I ever recall hearing what
the deal might have becn. :

¥ T got a letter from the ne company telling me that the Mine
was going to open arain, and saying that the same job was open to every
man vho had worked therc at the time of the strike. 1 don't remcnmber when
I got the letter, and I don't remember whether I got more than ons,

npfter I left the Hine, ITost Just about all contact with the
Drion apd the dine and the Men., iside from that first election at
vhieh I voted, I had nothing more to do with it, s couple of years after
I left the mine, a miner whose name I can' remember, but who I know was
a Progrossive, told me that there was going to be another election, and
asked me if I wanted to come and vote, I told him I wasn't in thc union
any longer, and couldn’t vote because I ha: dropped my membership.

fBefore the election of which I voted, I heard that both the
Unitcd and Progressives were active in trying to get votes. No one came
to sce me and told me to come dowmj and vote, I saw in the pupers that
an election was te be held and went dowm of oy own accord., T never heard
of any strong-armed methods being used by either unions and do know that
rno onc¢ approached me in regard to it., As far as I know it wns an honest.
clection, because it was run by the labor board, .

*#] hav: had the rorevomg read to me consisting of approximtely

cight pages, and state that cverything I said herain is t,rue to the best

of my knowledge and recollection.®
IV

Wiingsges NP
T mlfggem, FBI, Springfield, 1M1,

Special Agent, F. B. I. Springfield, D1,

-




Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

¢
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~ known, for a traffic viclation.

The following statement was taken from 5

make the following voluntary

g uresu of Investigation.
information freely) and no pronisss h.vec bcen made to ne,
h_ve been used,

"I live at | i
th \dlne B Coal Company.

" my job, wut would get shot, I will sey that I was forced

tell, came to me and told me that if I didn™t join United
or beat up.

I'l not only lose my job, but I'l get shot.

to me if anyone should knor about 1it,

A
W
e

WThe above staterent was read

i 9\%

P -

" . N 48 e e

..
Foaoto. .o . L T e o e 2T e ‘Jp ‘---.‘ ,':,,;‘ wt L’{;')p"'3~r1 =

by agenhq : e
intoxicated condition, and was apparenviy very Irighvened.
several times that if his n2me appeazred in the paper, he wonld be killad. -
He refuses to testify, and refused to sign a statement. He would not nake

a satisfaclory witness. He advised he was arrested in Springfield, date not

.Aubum’ nl.
August 28, 1943

ztatemant to

vho hive identified themselves to me
I give this
and no threats

»]I don't vant to say anything about the conditions st Mine B,
because I'm afraid for my life if anyome knows that I said anything.
If the United men knew that I said anything about it, I'd not only lose

to join the

United Mine “orkers, when I would much rather huve stayed vwith ihe Progress-
ive union, I was forced to join_the United. men, whose names I won't

I would bo shot,

nT vas satisfied in with the Progressive union and wanted to stay
Progressive. In union meeiin s, if I wanted to, .-I could get up and say
vhatever I wanted to, and in the United meetingts, if I tried to get up
to say anything, I wouldn't be allowsd to talk. I'm afraid to 2y any-
thing, because thers are men around the mine with guns z1l the time, and

#T have rcad the above, consisting of approximatelf‘one and ome
quarter pages, and state that it is true to the lest of my knowledge. ¥
do not want to sign it, ho:ever, because I'm afrald of what night happen

- and acknogledged

PR Y. & -
PIP e 2T ot s et S g S B g AT TN m—-‘-pw';—- e A PP S R Tl
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g Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL T
T ! -
to be true in all respeots by him. "
Special Agents, FBI, 7
Springfield, I11d | Z’ ) QQM
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

INTERVIEW WITH

/ ) August 29, 1643 by Special Agents S
He resents the tactics of the UMF, but had 11ttle specific information
&ﬂ othier than heagsay. He executed the followj.ng written statenmt.

H}S

~

Tlinois
29, 1943

following voluntary stato~-
ment to @& Tt c whom I know to be
Special Agen : 2 vestigation, U, S. De-

, partment of Justiece.

%" was borr

as the UM, 3 i Yllinois,
Froo - I1linocis
including Aines, the lat-

ter being nears

- ®At the S ¥mines I worked as a
member of the UM/, Yorking at Mine 'BT-,
under the UMi, I left mine 'B' in Mgy, 1937 and I never made any
t t,hat ‘mine to vork, inasmuch as I got a job

. I11. in august or Scptember,

"In 1932 I started working under the Progregsive Mine
Workcrs of Amcrica which will be referred to horemaft.er as the PMA. -
At this time T Was vorking at Mine 'B! and I was a member of Local

#54 of PM..
1ave ncver held an office in any union. I am now working
at thoy ; n¢ as a member o. the PMA. I never want to retum
to the U ayed no part in organizing PMA. My Job at Mine 1B' .

was driv. mules,

’ n. 4as always perfeetly satisifed with the way PMA was being !
rmn, and I feel that the troubles and the strikes at Mine B was

—

causcd by a froup of mincrs who werg trymg t.o get the men
to ch:mge to UMV, before May, 1937

F
. ‘.‘u -

. w L -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. ' R

"] never attended but two FPMA union meetings in

the eleven years I have been a member of that
union,

"I do not know enough about the twelve men who were supposed
to be trying to get PUA men to go UL{ to say that some of these men should
have been thrown out of PMA, but I think that they should have been ejected
if it was shown that they were doing this, because PMA had a closed shop
agreement with Elshoff and I think Elshof{ should have discharged these

men if asked to do so by PMA, ! .

"T do not remember anythi 7 cbout the wagé scale question
in the Spring of 1937. /

"] d4id not know anything sbout the meeting of the P on
May 11, 1943. 1 left{ work on iay 12 19?7 and never returned, I
flgured I would rather work nearer @8

"I may have 51gned the P4 petit:.on of May 26, 1937, I don't
remember anything about it. .

. “I have not liked the UMT ever since the time in 1932 John i
Lewis claimed the ballots were stolen after a vbte was taken on the
question of reduction of wages,

"I have read this statement consisting on ong and one half
pages and have initialed the first page and it is True and correct to
the best of my knowledge,

/s/

B

Special Agent, F.B.I.

3 peCial Agent F.BII.'

L =49 e
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Re: JORN L. LEWIS, ET AL | | N - ﬁ ?Q

r681-edéé} : . :  ¥__ 111‘-01gﬁ‘

7 ‘ August 28, gents E
2nc gy N *appeued to be cooperativ syod.pe
the queStions proptthded To hinm without hesitation., It 1s believed that

he would meke B good witness to testify to the facts as sot forth in the

f
QE{\ O’j following signed statement: _
n I1linois
ugust 28, 1943

¥
make the following voluntary stetement
te & BB« om I know to be Speciml Agents of
the o fPU of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice.

"] first joined the United Xine Torkers of 2 ca which will be
referrod to hereinafter as W0 o - Illinois i- id

tinued to work at that anc¢ mines aroun. ¢
- At this time I wvent to work ot g I1llinois oal Co.
working under UMY contract, o ' . : Y

"In December, 1633 I first workod at Mine "BY 2s a member of the
Frogressive Mine Jorkers of Amerjos., This unicn will be referred to
Rereinit£sr Es PML, ~THe Tast day I worked in Mips "B was about May 12,
1937 the day the mine shutdown due to the strike. I wos unenployecd from
Nay, 1537 until Fovember, 1937 at which time I went to work at th
Coal Co. auif B Illinois, At this mine I worked under & PMA

. ”I have novoer held nn coffice in any union and 1 ag net worki at
W ng
Yine uB' _V:han it started working under a FA chtract.

"I nevor attonded any PMA union mcetings, and I was elways satisfied
with the manner in which the FMA had been operated.

My job st ¥ine B was digginz ¢-nl. Relative to the rolations at
this mine they were alweys good between FMA officials and PMA rank and file,

" know practically nothing sbout the twelve miners who were alledged
to be sympathetic to UMi, and who may have been members of UMY while tﬂgy
were working at mine "B™ as PUA members prior to May, 1337.

%
g\‘

3

-

5
£
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Re: JOEN L, LEJIS, ET AL

-~

ITERVIEL WITH %1 was mot in this vielnity on September 27, 1937 when
LT the mine attempted to re-open after it had oclosed-down
in May, 1937, I was visiting i_z-at thie time.
: Later I went out to ¥ine “B® on scveral occesfons in
Septermber, 1937 and helped picket for the P on the mine prémises, I was
unemployed &t this times I returned to iine "BY property again about Kovermber,
1635 when I got a form letter from Elshoff steting that the mine was to re-open
ané I had to roport to work by a certain date if I wanted my job back. I
reported, but never went back to work there and have no additional information
concerning this matter,

*iitnass:

(signed) .
, Speciel Agent F.B.Il.

{signed)
Special Agent F.B.I." Yz 7_0
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Res JOHK L, LENWIS, ET AL _
bC_

ointl; _:_ tsniﬂeﬂ by

his re=idence, Lo ' ;
or. Septenber 2, 1943. He acrenred willing : ‘quastions put to him

end furriched the following signed statements
P —— N s
* Illinois
September 2, 1543

m'xka ths following voluntery stete=
whom I know to be Special
onp U. S.Department of Justioe.

“I rceide e
emplovo I weg borr ¢ ;
JOlnCd e ring urnion gkl 11, which wes Wrking under
the United 1line Workcrs o reforred to horeinafter oe the Uile 1
vorked in the locc 1 »ines as & nerber of ULV end sterted working in line B
rhout B 2 -« o monber of the UlN. I worked therc continuously until
Yay, 1937, et which tirc the rine closcd duo to the strike, tnd I never
tont bock tovorls in this mines I nevor tried to work thero after the mine
rceopencds I remcinod & merber of the UNV until Septembor, 1932 whon the
Fi'h, wecning the Procreecsive Yine Workers of America, wes orgsnizeds I
workod in line B ce o Fi mombor Irom Soplember, 1932 to lay 12, 1937, the
dey the minc closeds I have raver held &n office in & unione

I em ot now
' I first

®] volunterily jeined tho PrA in Sepitember 1932 when the UIW
arnounced thet the bellot box hed boen stolen, in oconnection with the vote
on the wage sc2les I folt that the FIA was & good union end I etill think
it is £ bottor union thon the UIWe I vanted to got away from John L.
lovis as I nevor likod his methods of operation.

"Fron ey to Donombor, 1937 I vorked off en on at thePFi picket
line to proteot ry jobs. I did pot picket after the iesuence of the Federal
Injunction of Teoorber 9, 1937 I do not recall tho fects of tho wage

scnlc controversy.

“I heard that prior to may, 1937 & nunber.of Uilv organizers were
vorking in the mino scerotly to got the mon to join WY, but they nover
contsotod Moy and I nover heerd thom telk to o'her mmrs. I never saw
thom bost anyone,

A‘- ®*] think Elchoff end Falcotti favored the UMW, but I don't
) knov why thay preferred thom. I ationdd very few union mostings and did
not ksep up with union effoirss I volurterily eigned the PI/A petition dated
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

-

Yay 26, 1937 to show I wes & PIA member, I nover workod-
in ine B after Eay 12, 1937 when Elehoff shut it down.
I do not krow why it wes closed down. I fesl thet
Elzhoff shut the minc down so he sould letor sign uwp
wvith T, but I heve no focts to rubstanticte tris stotements

*I hovo cercritlly read and fully under stand the ouwe z2né o helf
porze of 4ais staterciat which contoine the truth to the bost cof ryr krowledge.

r F

/s B
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at hig residence,
ptember 2, 1943, Be
5, and apreering to be mentally slow,

had no recollection : ;
would not meke & competent mrtness.

_ furriished the following eigrsd stetement:

_ Illinois
Ssptembsr 2, 1943

make the following voluntery etetement to
waen I know to be Speciel Agzents of

I came
to the Tnited 1linois
in Serterber, I prescntly live on Ilhnois.

“I first joined & mine vnion in the United Statse 1 GRNRL
Illinoie. This urion wcs the Uni+ed Kine Workers of America
be referred to hareinafter as Wlr, :

wnieh wa

®7 work-d at severel other mines under the UIW and then started
vorking at l'ine ®B" ebout 1923 under the Uifia

“The only office I ever hold with & mine urion was being a

member of the Pit Commlttee et the Panther Crogk Mins 2, et Springfield,
Illinois ir? This wee under Uite

“I very ‘saldom atiended union moetins either under the UIf or
the Fropressive I'ine Vorkers of imorica which will be referred to herein~
after as PI'A, excopt as & mcmber of the Pit camittee above mentioned,

e e b 1

IlB.

®] took no active part in organiting the FPlA at Fine .

*I was laet worked at i'ine "B* on ¥ay 12, 1937 though I helpad
the nine a coup 1o of deys.

- %I do not know anything about the reletions between Elshoff
end Local 54, Pi'hi., [rom September, 1832 to April, 1937 when the miners
struck, :

e for o5 I con remerber the P4 members got along well with

their officinle in thot union, I liked the P!L. and would rother work
under that union than work under the UM,

- 54 -

— . e T



Re: JOT L. LEWIS, ET AL

*I heard thet the folloving men were trying to organize
Fi_. me=hers to joir the M1.:

JOL ..LL YESE JOEX [COTTOK} (Y .NIaS
SIEE SULILEVIOS g B DOT T T
D@ IXIC .SQU..LE GLORZE TGy 4

YETE C...TER BRI LaLanY

FR.VK , UL TIN CY..'ie 5 BOH.XNOK

TCHY FLOTCH S ESELE

¥1 4o not r¢-1)l owsrhearlnre @v, COnvurgrticn betleen one of the
men and a miner in which comToozetion the miner was esked to jein TIYT
or threatened if re 324 nct. I was never p:orsonelly spproached and esked
to join Wi, )

"I do not rewwmber the racts snd details concerning the wege
scele controversy-

I cen not reccll the FIUL mesting of lay 11, 1937 when the
minere were ejected from the P,

“I remerber that on the morning before the strike etertod some
of the minere short locded their coel cars cnd I did the eame, merely
because others vrcre doing its I'o one instructed me to short-load and I
do not know why it was done. ' :

*I do not remo-ber sirning eny petitions either for Fi. or

Uiv,

"I ncver wont back to Ving WE® efter iey 13, 1937 with the
intontion of returning to work.

“In 1938 I cot a ol Tl

*I have carcfully recd end fully understend this stetonent
consisting of two and onc helf parzees end it is true end correct to the
best of my knovledge.
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET il

INTERVIEG oIT=

IR,

55 mn .o
L0 gilve any in urmt

on rolative te instnnt ca5c,

©) %8 to any incidenus that took plice at Mine B and i icved hc:- would
¢ not make 1 favorable witness, Bt
_ br exceuted the foliowing signed statement 2t the time of this
A\ interview: - :
L X
} nSoringfizld, I1l.
v
mke the fellowing voluntory statement to
- o iy beth of wion have identificd themsclves as
ing Spocl 2¢n1 4 wderzl Bursau of Blvcst,igation. Nu threats or
promiszs hive bean made to me in order to inducc me to make any Btatomomta

and prosently roside *tn

. I am orosen ,r c::p 0 by Mnc 4 as an cnginccr. I first +
Joine miners wunion in zbout ESSEEEwhen I was living in Illinvis,
Tris was the U. M. W, wmion, Sincff I hare Bucn a nincr oi1 and on in
the vicinity of Springficld.

W1 suarted bock at mine B in the fall of 1936 and workcd ther. wn-~
£31 cbygt the first of april, 1937, Fron lMine 3 I wunt to work ash o
F nd:-then worked at the Conl Co. wntil some time in 19!! gm
cnt back 4o Mino B. i 1 was employed at Mine B 1 was

staticned in the wetsil yzrd loadin~ coal trucks, I ncver pdid any atien-

tion tv wion affairs and esnnot give any information as to wvhat caused the

btrik'» at Minc B in 1937, ¥y job kept oe out of tho mine itself and as a
¢sult I hardély ever saw any of the mine,

RT first juined the P. M. .. in cbouts _ and dnly at~
tended one or L40 mectings during the eortire tine wzs so employed, I am
now a member of the U, M. W. local atAdine 4 and have never att.er,m.d any of
their meetings. I have never formed an opinion as to what cuased the strike
in Mine 8 & hove not been intercoted encugh te cven try to find out vhat
caused it. I have no informatdion rclative to any wnion activities prior
o the strike in 1937 and have no infuormation rulative to any happenings at
the mine aftcr that date.

1ve absolutely no informtion whatsoever relative to any inci-
dgpt_..-_s on union aciivitiesy I have never signed any petitions to the best
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Re: JOHN L. LZ.JIS, ET aL L

of my mormoery., I have read over this
staterent & it is true to the best of
ny belief, I have initialed the first

INTERVIEW WITE
(continued}

paize and hereby sign this page.®

) /s/

)} Speeial apents, Fo B. Is é 7<~

U. 5. Dept. of Justice®




1 4

;..
%.; |

Re: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL o e

b’)c./ b’D

, peaks N
broken English, ‘bo a and it s belie'red

he would make a good witness to testify as t.othe facts set forth in the
following signed statement which he executed at the time of this imter~- -
view, _

Pruguet 28, 1943
Springfield, 114

make the following woluntary statewment to
both of wiow have identified themselves to be
ederal Bureau of Investigation. HNo threats or

X "] was DOIT: § A R S
of the U. 8. since abou I am presently residing at
Springfield. I have been a miner practically all my 1ife and Ingd e
U.M.%. in Oklahoma in about 1921, I have never held an office in a.ny
union. I started working for mine B in about &

I had been working at the iBnes as a member of the U.M.W. TVhen
the Progressive union was 1otmed at Nine B thojisc e mine went on sirike
and the men began picketing at lHany of the men joined the

progressive union and I joined wITH them and went on the picket line.
1\-
e

gI

felt. that the Progressive union was the better union and warted to
get rid of John L. Lewis, There had been an election which we lost and
the men were not satisfied with U.M.W.

*In my opinion everything was going along all right until some
time in 1936 when the management began favoring the U.M,%K, It was about
that time that some of the men began talking to the men and telling them
to switch over to the U,M.¥W. I was never approached by any of these

men and do not know the names of any mepn approached but I know all the

p17i=4 Y a.uu UV IOV DT Lo LJiZRB T e By HMiad s~ R IITS

men were talking about it. Some of the men who were Lrying to organize
for U.M.¥, were Joe Albanese, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carler, Frank -
Austin, Tony Plotch, John Ananias, GeorgpKJocavay, and BowlinggGréen. I-
never saw any literature "distributed by these men and do not know anything
about their actions.

n"In the spring of 1937 there was a dispute about wages 1nvolv1nx
back pay which we were supposed to r~%, I attsnded a majority of the

PUA meetings and ve were always told by my union that oup union could -

get as much for us as the V. M.T’. Those men that I mentioned above vere .'
telling the men that the U.H.V. was gettmg more money for their nen and
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Ret JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 06320

and one time Franli fustin told us we were getting less

money than the U,M.VW., BHe did not ask us to join the
0.1 W, thourh, .

waiiewh LR o) SRy ]

"I did not attend any union meeting the night some of the men
were ordered expelled from the union. I had heard tiere was supposed to
be a special meetlng of our union the day before the actual strike, but
éid not know what the meeting was .. w. until the next dayr when the strike
¥vas called.

"Before we started work on the morning of lay 12, 1337, our pit

committenen told one of the Falcetti bhrothers that some of our nmen had

v S L=

. been expeiled from the union for being active for the U.M.7, and that those

nmen should not be allowed to work Jocr us. Our comnitlemen reported to
us that the company men said they couldnft stop the nen Irom working
because that would be a viclation of the Wagner Acts Our men were
opposed to working with the same men as I previously nmentioned, that is,
Albanese, Carter and the others. To the best of my memory there wasn't

] any argument “about wages that morning. Host of our uwen khew that those men
mentioned had been kicked out of our union.

. "Our men went down into the mines ard most of the men loaded

the cars short. UTe decided to do that after talking over the situation
below and all of our men were sore because the men we were complaining
about were supposed to work with us. We loaded cars short most of the
day and when we came out of the mine at 3:30 we were told that the union
was going to hold a special meeting outside, next to the pit in Nine B,

I do ravember that the president of our local had charge of the meeting &
he told us were going to strike and for us not to come to work the next
day, I remember that shortly after the strike there was a union meeting

He¥e = fLRTAULES

at our hall and I signed a petltlon for the P.M.A. at the hall,

Mhenever our men heard that the company was going to open the
mine we would go out to the mines and pickets I remember that at one
time I stayed at Mine B on picket duty for abéut two weeks. I went to
work for Mine A in abdut Septenber or October of 1937 so I do not know
ruch about WrAT happencd at line B 2fter the strike.

"During the time I was at Mine B I never received any threats
from anyone. I voted in the NLRB election during December of 1937

and remenber that we all met at the PMA hall and marched to the Armory
in a body to cast our vote., I didn*t hear anything about any thrests
or fighting that went or at that time. At the time of this election

T was working at Mine & so I cannot state as to what took place at that

time, I am willing to testify in court to any of the above factss I
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIE: WITH have tead this entire statement of five pages, have

i ) initizled the first four & hereby sign this page. This

statement is truz to the vest of my menory.
(3igned) § o

Withesses
) Special Agents, F.5.1.
) U.5. Dept. of Justijce %
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Re: JOHN L. LEoIS, ET 4AL.

3 72¢ LD

terv ewed by Speciml Agents
This person expresses
Yy, and would not make a desirable

witness.,

Following is & signed statcment cbtained from

®Springfield, Iilinois

August 31, 1943,

iding ot Sile’ G, noko the
following signed stetement _‘: ’b‘ : nr N who have

jdentified thomselves as Specia Bureau of Investiw
gation. Ko thrects cr promises hove becn mads to me to induce me to nmake a
stetemont.

nr .. E b 11_ . Lot o ..‘ 5 P
Stetes in and becamc a c1 lzen ir .
werkors in I have nevar held an o
and jcined the Progrossive

"I sterted werking at u&;s
in 1932 whern all the cther miners f'. All the men wanted to join
Frogressive at that time. From 1932 to 1937 everything was all right. The
mon ell secemed setisfied with the PMA.

the Tnited Mine
¢e in any union,

"J.n TrﬂE lPl"lﬂg DI .I.‘.'}O! scme 01 ‘CDE men IT'B.I"DEG ‘&1(11’15 IDD'H‘D
joining UkW. There were three or four of these and I remember thet AndprPasqeAls
and Doninie Pusdoule wers supposed to be for U.M.W.. They 4did net telk to
me, howover,

"I do not remember anything ebout & new cobtract in the spring of
1937, I 4ig not hear any talk about arything of this scrt,

"On the day of the strike I was v.ork:.ng as a dig;_,er 1n“at
Vine Bs I guess I loadod two or threc cars that day, then the driver cams
end scid "Bverybody cut". I didn't know what the trcuble was. I guess I
load one or two cars short that day ~ I dcn't know why, somcbody seid load
shcrte I didn't hear anything sbout a wage argument that day or about

anyone bcing kicked out of the union.

. ) ®".hen I got to the top of the mine somebody sanid "Strike®™, I
guess it was because Andy end Dominic were working for United.

®1 firget now whether I signed any petition or not. I was not om
any picket line, I worked om "W.PA that summer, 1 knéw other fellows were om
& picket line but I didn't go, I wes too busy,

-
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Re: JOHN L. LE. 1S, ET AL

%] didn’t go back to the mine until it cpened up and thenm -
I didn't go tc work until December, 1939. Telcetti had
sent me a note telling me to come to work. I still
stayed on the PNA until about the Spring of 1940. X

then decided I had better join Uw bic:use I was an 0ld man and didn't want

tc losc rmy job. Kobocdy told me I weuld lcse my job, but I kmew. No one eve

bothered me. I do not remember anything abecut mn elaction, held by the

T oo td oo Lo bk Y dainad dhe IR avar hn — o
NikB. 1 docn't remcmper whon 4 JOinso Tae W¥. I never Pnid much attention

to union activities &nd never wont tc many moetings. 1 still don't kmow
what ceused the strike ip 1937, somebody Jjust called it. It makes nc
difference tc mc which union I belong to, it is just the same, conditions are
the sanc with beth. Nobedy ever mede me join any union or threatened me in

anyway.

®"The ebeve statenent was read to me and I declare it to be true %0
the best of Ey memory.

()

Witnessed:

Specizl Lgents, FBI, U.S. Dopt. of Justice, ..
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executed,

Lugust 27, 1943
Springfield, Illinois

make the following voluntary stetoment to
both of whom have idontified themselves to me
he Fedorszl Bureeu of Investigetion. No threats or
> to induce me to meke any stetoment.

R and started working in the

S en I was about years old and worked at that

trade until the atrike in 1957. 1 first joined a union i when 1
jeired the U.K.\,. =nd was a menber of that union until 1932 when the Pla
wzs formed, I started working fer Xine B in about and worked therse

until the strike in 1937. o am—
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" it and in fect didn't vote for eny union. I always felt Hhat when the new

unicn wes formed, it was formed just to make new jobs for men. I don't
¥now how the company mem felt about either the UMy or Progressive, The
menagement never said anything to me to induce me to belong to any union.
Conditions scemed to be the same under the Progressives as under the U.X.T.
They weren't any belter and they weren't eany worse. I never paid much
attention to union activities erd in l.ct nardly ever attcrdsd any meetings.
I heve hsard rumors about some Progressive men being spies for the U.M.u.
but do not know enything sbout these mon. 1 know Carter, Austin, ueorge
Jecavay and Emory Jacawqy were supposed to be sples but I do Hot knoW army-
thirg sbout their asctivities. I do not krow anything about evehts leading
up to the strike in 1937 and had no idea why & strike was called. e were .
told the strike was called due to the fact an agreement coukh't be reached

botween the union and dompeny about wages.

"1 was down in the pit when the mon started loading the cars short,
Sone of the mon startsd saying thet wo should send the cars to the bp
partially filled as scon es-we started working the morning of Kay 12, 1937,
I know that 1 loadsed some cars short because whea 1 saw the other men doing
it I thought I had better do the samo. 4e I recall, I was of the opinion
this was being done bocause the company wouldn't agree to & wage settlements

‘ s T ' R -
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Re: JOHN L. LEIS, ET L. '
INTERVIEw GITH *I renember signing & pstition to go back to work for -

the Progressive union, but don't remembor whether it -

a0 was at the house or ths union hall. I repember that R
after the strike two men came to my house and asked me to sign some petitiom
or some other paper for the U.M,u. but I refused as I was satisfied with the
Progressives. They didp't threaten mo end left the house whon I said X
wouldn't sign. I remember receiving some notice through the mil to come
back to work from the company. 1 didn't o back to work or ove ‘

h in view of the fact : ;

*"In view of the fact] in 1937 I attended
very few union meetings and so I cannot state as to any union activities or
plans, 1 merely went back and forth to work and followod whatever orders
the union gave to the membership. 1In the period betwescr o
wts 5 Pit Comnittecman for the T.M.7.., but othar than tha ook no lnterest
in union activities.

three pages and hereby s g this page t 2
entire statement and it ie true to the best of my memory, 1 wish to state
that I would be willing to testify in court as to the sbove facts.

r

witnessecs:
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H presented a nice appearance and told his story in a
calm and collected manner. He talké in a fairly convingéing manner and it

is believed he would be a good witnesa to testify to those facts within
his knowledge. .

qexecuted the following signed statement. It is mbet'l.
that this individual might be & reluctant witness in open court. SN
nSpringfield; Illinois
- ) August 27, 1943

make the foellowing voluntary statement
“both of wham have identified themselvas

3 a1 ADCIUE O e Federal Bureau of Investigation. No
threats or promises have been made to me to induce me to make any statement.

R] was borr GHEEEE i N and presently reside

: I started working at Mine B before the last war and have

pete ever since with the exception of the time I was in the first
war. I have never held any office in the union Wut was a member of the UM.W.
In 1932 there was a dispute that arcse between the union and the company as tc
the amount of wagee. Due to that fact the men in Mine B broke away and
formed the P.H.A. Everything seemed to go along fine from 1932 until the

time of the strike in 1937.

r

, "Sonetime about the first of May, Pete Carter, Tony Plotch,
And*f 'Shrevilians, Pasquale, Austin and several others, began agitating

- amongst the men; they were calling the men Macabs® & trying to start

agitation for the men to join the U.M.W. The territory I was in at the
mine had a nice gang of men in that section and we never had any trouble

in our section. I know that 3ohannon, Plotch and Austin seemed to have a
1ot of money and were driving nev cars around about that time. 'I was never
approached by any of these nen however. I didn't hear of any meeting to

be held on the night of May 11, 1937 ond do not know what action the union -
took with regard to these men.. On the morning of the 12th I heard that ,
Bowling Green, Angy and Pasquale had been expelled by the union. These men
were suprosed to be drivers, but they spent most of their time on the sur-
face trying to talk the men into Joining the U.M.77. I belleve it was
comon knowledge amongst the men that these men had been fired,’

I remember that shortly after the atrike, some(offic'ers from

. R - ! A . i - . -
. . . e LK ; ~ 2
D S R U A S B -~ L ST e



Re: JOHN L. LWWIS, ET AL

Progressive came to the house & asked me to lign

their petition; which petition I signed, I was -
had 'hv anvona from-ths T LYW 4o 8i

\thou!ﬂ T ke VesE..d

of their petitions. . . . !

4

not annroac
ot appro en

"I do not know anything that happened at the mine at the tine
attempts were wade to open the mine., I stayed away from the mine during .
the period the mine was shut down. As far as I was concerned the first
KLRB election held in December - 1937 was regular in every respect. S
There was no attempt on the part of the management or the unions to sway
the men in their voting., The Progressives woén this election. In November
of 1010 I went back to work at the mines nnd‘f‘)\n Bamna men ware aanin

uu1tat1ng. A man by the nane of EA nas very active at thls tlme in
trying to organize the men for U. : ‘ BN 5nd a man by the name
oﬁ*rem also active at this time g to organize the men for
MW, didn't want to sign with the U.M.W. because I had been with the
Pr ;resszve a long time and had a death claim with them for my father.
: the others started fights with the Progressives and didn't seem
oe doing any work. In my opinion these men were encouraged by Falcetti
and the company and no attempt was msde by the company to stop the men
o nd ry

iram Organ izin 1B

»

-
-

<

"After three or four months of this agitation, most of the men

seemed to be siringing over to the U.M.W. TIn Feb, of '41, when the election
vas held I heard many rumors to the effect that the U.M.%. men were buying
liquor for the men and getting them drunk prior to the tine they voted.

A1 the time we had been working under an open shop Jime ale and others
were bragzing about how much liquor they could get with KT
Feb. of '41 I was not approached by either side in an attempt to influence

my votg.

nT never heard of any fime that was supposed to have taken place
during the time the nine was shut down between 1937 and 1939. I know that
in my section of the mine, which is on the west side, there wasn't any
damage to speak of. I do know that there was supjosed to Lave been some
damage done on the north eside of the mine. The north side was the side
occupied principally by the U.M.'. Agitators. :
"I have 7+ A00 Ieg Cl
I know that some of the men became involved at the meetings in arguments
and actual fights so I decided I would stay away from them. For this
reason I would not care to testify against any of the U.M.%. men in open
court -— I'd be afraid of them taking soume drastic action against me —=
in facbt I would fear for my life., I would not hestitate to testify

f"‘t be eSn to 3 u '1‘\.7 t '}ﬂ of t}‘ II-L-\W‘- fO"" over a o ear.




Re: JOM L. LEVIS, ET AL ] ' ' - o

before a secret grand jury session as to the -
facts related above, I have read this statement
over and it is true to the best of my memory.

Kitnegses

) Special Agents, F.B.I. - (8igned)
) U.S. Dept: of Justice® ' = o
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ho !ntad ho was pl rosently

statod ho was born in’
ois hls wholo 1lifu, Bo

at which timo
Jcportnent.

and hod liwed irp
rocord® oaromt that in his o-ninion thoro wos

sono kind of "doal® mado betwoon Lowis cnd Elshoff, “but oould givo no
ovidcnoc to substontiato thie opinion,

4t tho tine of this irtorviow, poko in o olan intolli-
gont and polloctod mannor, ¢1é not givo tho improesion ho wos bitter ar
projudicod apgainst amgy =idos It is belicvod ho wauid nokc o gocd witposs
t

to tostify as to tho faocts in his possossion, oxooutod tho follow-
ing stotament and stated ho would be willing to as to those

®Springficld, Illinois
Anguet 26, 1943

iI,

mnake tho following sigmd volurtory
. statorwnt ¢ B

knowlng ther to be

VOS

Spocinl igonts In ) gations Ko throats or
proniscs have beon made 40 me and I meke this stutoront freoly for tho
purpose of sctting forth what I know cosnoorring cortaln difficultics at

Minc B.

whieh was tho ocal for
, duo to troublo over woge inoronsos in tho ninos, tho
U7 was klokod out and PYA was forned, At first I ¢id not want to
joln PMi but I had to if I oarcd to work, 20 I joinode I wus working
ot hino_]_i‘_having boor thoro sinco 1924 and aftor PMA oamo in things

rerd nnsa wowyr amand hTw Dricoe a4 "n‘ﬂ"nﬂ- DA oy nhirn wns mnnetnd nnd I‘
WUliw ‘—*Lvué 'U‘J .l VVUII‘J' & A ANE L JU 4-“& FE Y w Al - leg tl!—'v W ks AN ;

Dominio Pasgynlo oane to nmy housg, urping mo to join. I do not ronomber
“Who wes with hin but Pusgualo told mw “If you con't ocoo in, you won't
worke"” .

®*Fron 1932 to 1837 FPIAA was having no trouwblos Tho ronbors
vioro well pleoascd and wo wore having no trouble with the offioinls,
attondonce was good et evory meoting and working oonditions wore
oexcollont,

T *Sanctine about tho lattor port of April, 1937, Poto Crrtar~
and Fronk iustin oano %o ny houso and nskod 10 %o join U‘..Wo I 2id not
wernt £6 and ¥olé thon so, bocause I was well satisfiod with PMA.

-

L - ‘ . ~tda .
‘i o o . . - . - - S : -.‘—(::._: , )
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JOEN L, LBVIS, ET 4L S =7 A R
®ibout two waoks aftor this, and probadly on Mey 11,
1537 a spooizl rroting was onllod by PMA. * As noar as
I oan reocall this mooting wos announced by a notise | 7
on tho bulleotin board at tho nine. I ottondel 4his
mooting and Bil¥(Schowo, the prosilont road off chargoe thot oortain
notbers of PLA were working apalnst the union 1In thet thoy weore trylng
to got tho non o join W, Tho non wore nanod ané I know that Poto
Cartor, Fronk Austin and Dorinic Pasgualo woro epong thome Thoso 1%
WeRC Prosont ond oould havo fdsworod tho ohargos, but as I roonll, thoy
loft without sayirg orythings Othor norbors tostificd that thoy hod becn
approochod by thoso non in an offort to got thom to Join UMI. 4 voto
woe tokor and theso nen wore oxpolled fran PHha

"The following day, which would be May 12, 1937 tho nor who
wore oxpollod omw to go to vorke Inamrmuch as they no longor bolonged
to thc union the non wouldn't work w.ith thon and wanted thon. dischargods
The ton woro urged to so to work and finmnlly vont down &in tho pit, dut P
‘s Yong oe tho oxpollod merbers woron'™ firod, the cthor non sbarted to o
sopd up short loads of oconl. Thinge ot worse and finally tho ricn wont ‘
on ¢ striko. I do not know for rurc who called tho strike, but it was ‘k

- o o N e b -
bocauso of tho oxpollod rerbors working and not boocouse of any woge
disputo,

£y
®*] signod o petition about Mny 26, 1937 whioh stotod thot tho
sincrs wontod PHA to reoprosont there I eignod this at tho Union Bell
ond as I roonll, sano rordbors wero approachod a% their howo, Howower,
whothor 4o eign or not wos up to cach ren and no one wos mado Yo sign or
throctonod in snywey., Tho purposc of the potltion wns to show tho
copary thet wo wanted to go back under PMA. g :

*p, 214 ovorything thoy oould to opon tho ninose Tho stoto
Prosicont Joclfoanle, made sovoral trips to Tinshington to pet holp, -

®*Saiotine §n Scptombor, 1937, Elshoff sont o notice through
the mail that the nino would opon. 4n attorpt was ymde to opon it undor
0% but PIA non wont in and took the nino owvore Lic stayod in thoro
fifty-sovon fays and worc sorvod #ith s Foloral injunotion noking us
~0%t Ooute At this tino woe folt thot thie was not right, but thorg was
nothing #o could <o about ite '

*I yotod in tho MIRB olootion in Dooorbor, 1957. I rooall
thot this olootion wae held in tho Amorys ¥o omo to0ld 2o how to voto,
tho olootion wnas ordorly and thora was no (istwhnanoo of any kind.
4Lftor this, I ¢ié not go back %o the mine and know nothiyg of any othor
ogourroncas thord, T ‘ o




JOEN L, LE'I8, ET AL
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*T havo read a.nd hove had tho above stotoont rood to
no anéd deolaro 1% to be truc and oorroots
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Spocinl Acorts, FsBels " - .
Springfield, Illinois™
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL ‘ q(/

o Springfield, 1I1l-
grounds, He is a netural-
and rlthouch he experiences difficulty in ex~
pres=ing his ideas in &ng , he appeared to have & good knowledge of the

situatior et iine ¥ to this sstigation, Hs stcted to inter-

vieving hbe‘te ! thet he is presently doing de-
far.se vorke BHe

INTERVIE WITH

The following signed stetemmunt wes executed by &

*Stringfield, Il'.l
Lugust 31, 1943 %

folloiing voluntery s etement to Wi o
Sreciel “gents of the Federsl Burecu of Investigc.tion. 2 eats or pracnises
of eny kind have been made by tham to get me to nake & stctement,

*I was borr
in -and baceme o naturs

*1 began uorkmg in tho mines shortly efter I otme to the Ts 8.

= = & L R -~ . - TRE S - - ‘

e st T emigrated to United Staotes
izad eitiren in '

“In 1932 I jvinod Fih becruse the majority of the men were joining
thet union. I continued tc¢ work et ldne “B™ as a PIN until 1937 when the strike

occurreds During this time everything concerning working oonditions and set-
tling gricvonces wee satisfictory to me. I had no difficyliy with P MW.

“During the wage scale eortroversy in the spring of 1937 I sew

-
several lebor “spiss® who wers attampting to get the men te join U.l, ‘i These

men were JOE ALBSESE, DO-INIC PASQUILE, CPAS, BORALXON, FE, NE AUSITN, JOHN
SIRTOUT, GEO, JACaniY, EIGRY JZCA .Y, TONY PLOTCH, FETER CiRTER, J:JES BALE,
‘.mffzx s\,hagwnuus JOHN mmms" L TR e e
Rt el ey
®"During the wage seale cortroversy FL
Fulw'e told us we would oontinue 4o work on & similar scale until a contract
wce signed and then we would get a 10f raise. '

L 54 s
i

don®t roscll at

tending & moeti
*On the morning of the strike wo were told thot same of the spios 2
hed becn expelled from the P.tuFae end that ELSHOFF had rcfused to ¥fire®™ them
80 we wora told to lond cur cnre short that daye I lozded same oars that had
only 600, 907, and 1100 pourde in thems In the afternoon juat before gquitding

-T2w
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL
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to the surfece. This was agresable to me bLecause i didn't
want 3 or 4 sples spoiling our union.

t the mine wag on strike 0 we cams

"I don't recell signirg any petition In the summer of 1957 but 1
do recall thet two Tguys" came to my house to get mg to join U.M.W. I think
they were the young JACAWAY boy and & fellow nave T told them I
was satiafied with PMA™end wus not interested in ‘jo JA, They told
me &t that time that UMW wes the strongest. '

"I remember that : ame t6 my house and tolé me
the mine would reopen and I could go to work, 1 werxt out to the mine to go
to work but we began to picket the mine instead, The picketing started be-
csuse if we went in the cape to work we were told we would heve to join UN.

W.A. I don't recell who told ug that except thet we were {n a group and the
word passed eleng through the group., I jicketed along with the rest until ‘

we were served with an injunction which stopped us from picketing on the mine
property. 1 did not see any fights or violence during the picketirng.

*I votsd in the NLRIL niectlon in Dec., 1957 and 1 think it wes a
fair election. I don't recall an attempt to dpen the mine right after the
election.

®In November 1939, I received a letter saying 1 could go to work
as the mipe was going to open. P.M Wy d801ded we should go to work to hold’ ’
our jobs because things were in a "ress® sbout the uniom. "\

"] continued to work st Mine "B™ and did not see nnyone beaten er
forced to join UMF. I voted in the second election and I think this electiom
wes & falr one as far s belng able to vote ag I pleased and in a socret
frshion. Ko thremts or promises were mrde to get me to wote for either P

or UMY,

"I guit v Aoril or liay following this election and went to

work for
member of P.M.A. because I haven't kept my dues
r o]

on workine in the mires. I orefe

vl Al Add UssT flii.TN W L0 -
& ] -

2 t be
would went to rejoin P.M.A. if I went back to the mines to work.

®*] have hed the abovs stctament of akgout 3} puges read to me by -

T

Special Agont, F.Bels - . -
Spacial Agent, F. B I.. SDfldc. 111. e .

. 73 - ‘ e
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

. oy Special Agents

\ ff— is registered with Local Dr
) was porn =& S

2} and indicates nhe ™ ng 8hd cooper=tive witness. He speaks
-§}~ English without difficulty end appears of averaga intelligence. R

™, Spring d, noieyw He
states hs has no oriminal regord -

The following signed statement was obtained from ESaEEN

*Springfield, Ill.
August 25, 1943

“I, Y

o

ke the foll £ Vol e oyl
whom I know to be Spe : )
make it without fear of threat, force or promise of any kind knowing it

may be used in & court of law,

1 was born ik

, - -
nInHI First joined the UMW while working ntm Mine m
in Springfield, 111, I was a member of UMK until 1532, In Apri .of 1932
there was 8 strike and I 2id not work until December of 1533, at which time
I went to work ir Kine "B"™ at Springfield at which time I joined the PMA
union. From December of 1933 until ¥ay of 1937, I worked in ¥ine "B™ - and
was & member of PMA during the entire time. =

*During the time from 1933 until iay of 1937 I noticed Elshoff was '
friendly with those ULR sympathizers working in Mine "B". These sympathizers
vers Charles Bohannon, Pete Carter and several others, about twelve in all,
whose name T GAREBY remembor. —Elshoff and these men would have parties in
the compeny office, but none of the fellcws who belongod to PMA wery at thess
partiss, During this time the talk among the fellows working in the Vine '
*3% was that the UMK was Turnishing the money to agitate for UM in ¥ine "3%
There was no strong arm tactic noticed by we « but there was a lot of
propaganda favoring the UMN., . = ' .. ‘ . .

L , , #During this period between 1933 and 1937 I can remember po strikes °
> or close & in Mine "B", But during this time Falcetti would tell us

: of how the mine was better off because of the UMF which gave more i
I

F

+

favors to company, 1 would say that Falcett{ triod %o influence us b
niners in ¥ine "B® to be sympathetic with the UMA, I was of ths improssion
thet Falcetti favored those some twelve UM¥ sympathigers by granting thom
favors In the mine, like giving them better mules, if the man was a driver,

e : S R TS R S ,\dr O -:"‘2“""'7-1; i T

. - e er - . 3 R,
£ . * BV TN - w7 ~ : E B Y



JOEN L. LEFIS, TT AL

or giving & miner a better room to work in. T¢
seemod they could do most everything they wanted,

PDuring thie period betwsen 1933 and 1937 all of the
fellows in tho FMA scemcd satisfied., 1 bPelieved the PMA was dolng good for
us minars and st no time did I ever notice any attempts by the PMA to use
strong arm tactics of any kind to keep the men in line, There seemed to be
no friction betwcen the FMA miners end tc FPMA officials, During this time
1 attended many UMA moetings and I noticed no umususl number of special
assessoents and we knew of no kickbacks to local PMA officials,

"Betrmesn 1933 and May 1937, thc UMA nevor picketed Mine "B™ to my
knowxledge, but I recall there wore threcats by UMV to picket, but I cennot
recall who thcse fellows were. During this time I rceall sesing pamphlets
distributed at iine "B"™ telling thc fellows to join UMA.,

"In oarly Spcring of 13937 I recall no slow dovmns or work stoppages
and I noticed no actual violence and no one came to me to talk me inte
going over to UMV, altho I rzeall some follows wore contacted by UMA
sympathizers, but who was soptacted - and who contacted them - I can’t
remember.

' ES
"I cannot rceall being at a meceting of PMR om the night of ¥Yay 1),
1637, and I cannot say whether there was a mceting. On the morning of
May 12, 1937, I went to work and noticed nothing unusual until I was
notified by & driver that there would be no mors work for the day., 1
cannot remember when I heard that some of tho fellow had been expelled from
the PMA. - N

*] cannot remembsr any coal cars being loaded short on May 12,
1937. 1 do not remember signing a PMA petition on Uay 26, 1937, but I may
have signed it., It is just that ] cannot remsmber. But I know I did not
sign any UMY petition., But I cannot remember any ‘'wildcat! petitiom
having been circuletcd during the summer of 1937,

"ifter the N local was formod in July 1937, I reccivoed by D
mail, some matoriesl urging me to join the UMN. But no one contactaed me
personally in that rsgard,

> "After Yoy 12, 1937, I nevor vent back to Kine "BY, but ot the

Tt end of Yay in 1537 I was one of the PXA who picketed Fine "B® - but only

' a few UMF men showod up for work so thoy could not work the mine, Toward
the end of the sumer of 1937 cbout a doten UMK workers trioed to start
the mine so our locel 754 “MA hed a sit down strike in the mines for about
55 days, lasting until a fuw days belore Thanksgiving ot 198
this sit a- n strike until carly Fovenber, 1¢ 3? :

i &

it 11, T O SN

m

; ‘J"V




Re: JOEN L. LE¥IS, ET AL o

£ 7¢

*Only our own FkA local pickstcd and we never
{mported any picketers. No forco or other means
was ussd by the PMA officisls to keep the FMA
mcmbers in line. The reason we stopped the sit

down strike wns because the sheriff notified us there was an injun&tidn

against us,

T remcmber there was an election thet winter, of 187, and the
PMA won. No violence or threats were usod or made by sither the UM\ ar
PMA. 1 do pot remember any other attempts to have the mine teopened umtil
1939 when I received notice from the company that the mine was opening
& I had so much time to ecome back to work, But I nevor went back to work
for Minc "B", '

" "] have read this stetemont consisting of six pages, inecluding
this page, and believe it to be true and correct.

a

{Signed)

fﬁITxESSEs

Signed}, Special Agent, F.B.I.
B (Signed} Speocial Agemt, FBI.®

:L‘
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Re; JOEN L. LENIS, ET AL.

INTERVLEWN VIITH

to the United Btotes :
This witnees hos & fair know edge of BEnglish and o Lke himsolf

stood. _would not meke & good witness @ %

tostify he wos o membar of P.M.i. an Moy 12, 1937 und dj t wish
to booame & mamber of U.M.W. 605 he wis 8 i
atated he did L
Mine "B"ubout %

- furnished the following statementa~

%Prinsfield, nl.’
August 26, 1943

v,
g tho fo

ng ‘statonsn

: ﬁ who I kmow to be Spociol &gents of the Ur 60U
o gotion, no foroe, throuts or pramises have been mnde in

obtainin this stotement apd I know tint whot I may sy moy bo used
agoinst me in o court of laws

Springficld,

I11., in July.: at whioch time I becamo 2 member of the

wus employod at s mine for about nine montha e

3} *I wis employed sauc mine, the nome of which 1 do not -kncI,
ing ’#

1 startod to work ns & minor in 8 ocnl wine in

Dprlngliﬁld, I111. Fro: SN ., the spring of 1932 I worked in many
minos in ond around Spring !!eld 111., during which time I was @ momber

of the UMV, ~

R *In the apring of 1932 I was enplcyed &t the
N Soringfield, Ill. &s a miner ut which time I wos o mombe

stopped work in the spring of 1932 ns the contreot botwsm Mmm
nd UMM, ran put and ‘T did not have « union oantract to w

ere The UMW, in the now ocuxtruot drovn up in the full of 1952 out

g w-age sonls.

.
T
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"1 have never been su officer in Any uniome

*I am una.ble to furnish any informstion oonoarn!mg the reletion=
ef at Hino "B® prior to September 1932 ss

"I was very much in favor of the formation of PMA and attended
many meetings when it was being organized as I wanted an honest uniom
to be organized sand I did not think the U.M.W. was hanest.

"here seemed to have bsan good relations between Local 54 FMA
and the officals of Mine "B" between December 1932 and the first of Msy
1937, thare were po strikes &t the mine nmor did the menegement olose the
mine froam December 1932 to May 12, 1837. FKeither Elshoff or Faloetti
maede any statement against PMA nor did they show any hostile attitude
toward Fida, between December 1932 and May 12, 1937. So fur as I know the
mine gement of PMA was in favor of P.a between Decamber 1932 and May 12,
1537,

MThere was no sentiment amcng the members of PMA that PMA Looal
54 was being operated as & rackets All tie members ssemed to like the
way Puda was being operated and wanted to be pembers of PMa rether thep -
members of any other union. Thefienbers sesmed to e interssted in the
union PMA. There was not & very large attendanoce at the moetings of
PMA and I did not attend wvery often as I waa not able to go to the meet-
ing after working all daye

nm P TRIA oiccan we ad by vl bl dla dwind .
L8 'IUHIUUI 8 01 oo Were nov J..u Vi WL Wil Wl Trigi. o
some of its members in the bombing cases. The members of PMA thought

the defendants in the bombing cases were not getting a fair trisl,

"™here were no unusual assessments made Ly PMA during the
time I was & mombor.So fur as I know the offiscls  of local 54 PHA
were honest and there was never any kiok baok €0 looal officals of PiAe

: "UMY 4id not set up a picket line at Mine "B® betwoen Septe
- 1932 and ¥ay 12, 1937 nor 4id I ever see any literature being distributed
: in favor of U.MJ]. during the above dates. I do not have uny knowledge

: of uny of the alleged UMY spiese I do not know of any relations betwoen
tho management of Mine "B” and offioals of UMY nor did I see the mant.gow

ment of Mine "B" with eny ofﬁozﬁ“ of-ﬁwf

- T78 =



"I do not know of any wage soale controversy in
the Spring of 1937« Ko moention was over mude

to mo by unyone oonoorning & wuge issuc. BSo fur
a8 I know thoro wore no temporury slawe=downs

or stoppage of work in tho Spring of 1937 prior to Moy 12, 1948,

"I did not octtond tho PUW mooting on the night Moy 11, 1937,
but I was told thorc waos to bo o apooial mcoting that nighte All the
miners were informed of the meeting by o men at the top of tho mine
immedictely aftor they came out of tho minoe I wos not told the
roason for the spooial meoting on the night of Moy 11, 1537.

"On Mey 12, 1837 I went to work as always, I loadod all) the
otrs in my room, but no empty ocrs woro brought to my roame I romoin
in my room until tino to stop works I wns told by sameonoc whon 1
rctuoched tho top of tho groumd thot PMA olosod the mine boocuse nino
offiocls rofusod to disohurge fivo ron who hod doon expellod from the uniom
bccouse thoy woro MW spiess I du not know of any oosl oars boing lotdod
short Moy 12, 1943,

%I do not remombor thc PMW potition of Moy 26, 1937 apd ctmnot
scy whothor I signed the petition or note o

"I did nut sign o DMJ potition in the Surmor of 1937 not did
I sign any other potition in the suuner of 1937. .

*I kmow nothing about tho fornntion of new UM loocl 7469
July 29, 1937, I was nct tskod to beoune o nonbor of UMY in 1937 nor
did cayone throoton ne if I did not Jjoin tho UMW in 1937.

"I did nct get o notice fror Hine "B" in Sopt. 1937, thot
the mine wus to opone I heard fran wn wnknown svuroe thut PMI7 wos to
piokot Mine "B" in Sept. 1937 on the duy tho mine was to open undor
UMA contruote On tho day tho mine, Mine "B", wos to opon in Scptorber
1937, I woat tc Mino "B"™ ws o phkot cnéd romuin o ploket for 56 doyse
Thore wns n: viclenco used during the 56 days of piloketings The
piokets rovs. 1ron duty during the 56 dey poricd, during which tinme
the union, PUA, pruvidod o placc tc stay und sme of tho fucde

A fuw days befure Thunksgiving 1937 tho Shoeriff cdvisod the
plokets that on injunotion hud beon optainod tu provont tho pioketi.n.;
und for that roson PMA stopnped tho picketing of Hino "B"e Thc ncnbors
«f PMA did nct think the oourt should huve issuod the injunotion.

L7
3
g
b



RE: JOHN L. LEWIS -

"A few daye sfter the injunction & fow T members
went to work at Mine ®*B", I do not know how notiee
was given that the m‘m‘e"m to have boen openod &t
this timo.

.

®A fair elootion wes hold in Springficld by NIRB in Dcoombor
1937 To my kmowledgo PNA did not threaton tny to vote for PMAe I
wes in fuvor of PLA and votod for Plide

"I do not know of an attompt to opun Mino "B" in Junwmry

1538,

"In 1938 therc wore some reotings of PMa monbors, but I
did nct nttende Thore wus no violenoeo to u;y knowlodge botwoan Moy
12. 1937 wud XNove 18233 whon Hino 'E" I_OU“"'JCTIGUQ

"I undorstood that thu wazc socle ot Mine "BY uftor it opcnud
in Nove 1939 wis te bo the somo 08 it wos an Moy 12, 1957.

"The menbers of PAfY who roturncd to tho mine thought thoy
shculd havo & oontruct with Minc "B", but the manogemont of Hine "B"

would not give thoem o controote ' ™.
) ~
"r gy ;a6 work at Wing "BY. Jnnuarry 5. 1840, T sould not /3'
F Y l\.uulu.uu i "’UJL v it = b u‘t.lJ U' de i NS B & UV LW
roburn tp work prior te thut tince boosusc th wore nuny oavo-ins V
in tho ninoce, I do not knuw of uny firos in liine "B" subscquont to, . N
Jane 5 1940, I

. 1 .“Q
"In tho spring 1940 an tgont of UHMT talkod to mo in on A

uttorpt to got mo to like hin and bu 4n fuvor of BMe In tho Sunner ;
of 1940 o driver in Mino "B" throntoned to throw octl on mo boonuse 1 i

would not join Ufle In tho full of 1940 an onpluyos of Hine "B" ut- I
terpted o ot mo e sien oo slip e d0in MY 2o thet gvervone in the
temped G gO% mCe BC sign 8ilp T Join UMt Bg LRLT overyonc in tLhe .l

mino oculd got along tugsthors I d4id not eipgn the slipe I nmever
szw cr hoard anything which would indionte the nenagenont faverod AT,
I saw sevorul fights botwoun nenbors of PSA und UMW from Jane 6, 1940

tc Fob. 21, 1941,

JE—

" wos o ombor of PA untdil sbout ) 6nd nevor i
signnd a onrd to Joln UMH,. up upntil trus tina. ®.
wre £.1d by e bugs, the ntne of whn l‘ !
- Idonot lr_n,w, ; H Jein WYY I would 10030 ny Jobe /
- I knew thet WT wis going to win the wluotion as roprosentotive
T :f the orployocs os thoy had neny uwioonts and worce gotting friondly {

1 A

f
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RE: JOZ¥ L, LEVIS, ET AL.

/& INTERVIE. WITH or that reson I jolned

{oott’
"So fur 6s I know tho elestion Feb. 21, 154}

wes honost €3 it wos held by tho NeL.R.Bs I do not kmowof any foroo or

thrects being usod %o obttin votcs £ -~ 17 M7, &t tho time of the clcotians

"I am at this timo in sympt'y with PMi and I am only & membor
cf UEY beoauso mepburship is noccssury in ordor to vork at Mino YBY,

"I do mot huvec any spooific reasom to beliove the officals
of WMV arc dislonoste

"I hove hud rocd to mo tho nine pegos of this stotarent which
is truc znd oorroot to tho bust of my knowlodges

*
3 Spociul Agcnt=FeB.T,
i pooinl agont FeBel."

Plitnossodg=

-81- ~
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was interviewed st his resideoce -
18t 26, 1943 by Special Agents* .
is years of age, ha -

He came to the U, 8. in

at Springficid, Illinois, He a

and becaleé a . CiL 5

he has no crinin 1lre cord. He speals a:d updersta.-ds Enzlish with diffi-

It is f21t he would makc an unsatis~

Springfield, Jll.inois,

b ol & F('J"""\-"ﬂﬂﬂ
W N LA A AT e

rcsides atb
5 employed at a ",¥,

n'n'l“\r anad hoe +wnnhle
T Ll 4l “\‘lv U‘u\‘ ‘

factor_; witness.,
hzs no tcluphone

r

fSpringfield, Iil,
sugust 26, 1943
ny

,“ of i
following volurtary statement

I kmow Lo bo Ss(‘t_:lal zonts of th

it without fear of threat, force or ornmis.. of aiy kmd.

LS a.r:. ycar: of age, bori in

I I startod work in the nincs in I1linois at which timc I
joincd the Umated «~dne workers Union. I first started ork in iinc PB" 4n
Springficle, in the fall of abouwr or at least Y5
Befure 1932 I nover had any trouble with Elshoff or
of any onc \-tho haci treuble with t‘)en. In 1032 the majority of the men

-----

"Iotween 1932 and 1937 no one over tricd to get me to juin the
U ¥ .., and the company nevsr tricd to got me to Join"the U ¥ W, .

7T don't repenber going to a mecting of the P X a on My 11, 1937,
and I dontt remenbor when we wont on strike in 1937 except that later that
yeir wo couldn't get to work unless we were U U W,

"3ut while wo were orn strik. neither the U X W, the P If u ur any
onc tricd to got mc tu sizn anything that I can rencizber, .

Mihen wo wert out on sirike, & P ¥ . cormittceman, whose name I
canrot remembor, told us this commttec Liad a meeting with the company
and ths cumpany said we could poc work unless wo juined U M d,

®In Septomber of 1937 I vient on apjeket line, or sit down sirike
at Minc "B for about 56 days. Only the P M i picket. @ and we didn't get in
aryone €lse tu help picket. Just befure Thanksgiving 1937, a United States
1arshall told us we would have to leave, so w. left,

- 8_27-"



-

NS P UP Ty UG N - e

¢

-

Re; JCHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

®T didn't go back to work until November of
1939 when I got my check number fyrom -
Falcetti and oy room was all right, so I
went right to work, Some of the men could not go right to work bxcause
ther- had bzen #f21] ins® and thoir rooms weru not cleaned out. About 120
men went to work this firsu day and then about 25 more could go back each
gay 88 thuir rooms were ¢lcaned out.

INTSEVIEW WITH
(continued)

#] got a rcgistered letter %o come back to work in Nov, 1939, and
all the men talked of going back tu work in the open mine. Put we all
thouzht we vere going back as P M 4 and that is what I thought,

fDuring this time I was laid off bitwcen 1937 and 1339 I hac wothing
to do with the minc. Some of the ".71u.'8 werc getiing beat wp by UK W
men, but I dor't r.omembir who they Wore, and I didn't want to got beat wp
s0 I jusv suzyod away.

.
#, fter several months aftor the nine ro-opuncé in 1939, three U ¥ ‘?[5
pen ocamc to me, but I don't remcober their names, and told me 3f I didn't !
sien up with U X W I wouid bc out ¢f 2 job., These men said if I didnit
sign for U X W by & certain day, I would be out of a job. DSo the day befo
this last day, I signed for U ¥ 4. Ihe only rcason I signed was because I
didn 't want to losc my jeb, and it didn't make any diff.rence to fe whothe
Iwes PELor UMW just. so the mun were huncst and I would join the
majority.

"I cannot roenenber any eleccions or voting at any clections after -
went beck to work 4n Minc BP in 1-39. Aifter T signoed for U MW I never
signed anybning for P M A,  However in about 1937 I remenber voting in an
eloction wherus P B a got about 300 votes and U ¥ W got about 28 votes,

no trouple with anyone.
! when T went to work dn °

"Sirnce Y've joined UMW I
I worked in Mine "g" f»r = ,_12’39 . fad
vine i, At fhis iir ' 1 gave ne a slip to got a
Job in ¥ine "aM. Hu saxa I haa Boon a good worker and could carn morc roney
in Hinc BLR, ' 3 ¥

v ft.r I went back to work in 1939 st Mine AB* U ¥ W organizers
weuld come to Mne "B" and triod to get us to join U U W. KMo onc tricd to
heat me up bt one U ¥ W fcllow who said he had come from Kensas & .
Kertucky tried to talk me into joining U L. W. Aancther U ¥ W fcllow tried .
to talk ms into joining U K W and he was anc‘mr. But I cannot roinembe:
any of their nhnes,



Re: JOWN L. LEJIS, ET 4L ‘27 B

INTERVIZW wIT-§ "This statement of five pages hae been read -

(oontinued) to me ny Spocial Agenmd I xliewe
' it is true and ‘corrvct st of my

knowledge.
v

FWitnassed: - . .
— Speeial agent, F. B. I.
RN Scicl st Fo B Lt g
b
‘ -
4
, . W
\
4
- B1 -
: ‘ J,: L heat ., : ,- ww- :;-.*";.'".';”',;%-, _ >




RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AlL.

INTERVIEW WITH was interviewsd
— = :
-

Appanyannag ia s

T rFET T TTTE

Special Aéenta-

presents o good

folrly gon onvinoine kar ond soamod 'I:n‘!n

{'} sincere in his statemeonts. It is boliovod'thn

T e Swaaw e

Hrould bo o gopd
witness to tostify to thoso faots sct forth in tho following signod .- -
statcmente It is boing noted tthexpmuod a great reluctance

to tostify in opon oourt sbuting ¢

8 opinion if ho testifiod

in oourt ho would huve a hord time holding a job in this oagmmunity. ..( A

Fzllowing is his signod stotoments

“”

"sugust 28, 1943
Springficld, 111

moko the feollowing voluntory sbotonent
s both of whan havo identified thomsolves to

DOO AgO . 8 Foderal Bureau of Investigntione No threats or

praniscs hevo been made to me to induos me to make

"I was borrp in
prootioally nll my life.
rloyed at the

and ot thut tino

q mines I startu working fom B in
thot time wos & member of tho P,M.a quit working aE wwo

any stoatomont,

and have beon o miner
tnd prosently ome

end ot

on Hay

"Botween 1933 and 1937 tho Pllh seamed to be getting tlong fine
with the cumpany rmens I used to go to & majurity of tho neotings but do
nct know the vorious deeis. . ns nuede by the loocl union offioinlse

"I hed heard rasers in the spring ¢ 1837

that some of our

mon in the Progruseives woro ootually working for the UM, We Sope of
the ncn whe wors supposed to bo ‘sples wore FRANE AUSTIN znd CHuB,
BOE 0 (¥e- I don't know if thore waa ony dispute golIfp on ot that time
with rospeot tc wugese It is my inprossion thut the strike on May 12,
1937 wus duo to tho frot the mon didntt woent to work with those none

at that tine I was working as o driver An
aftor the non startod working they storted Too

& know thet shortly

tho otrs shorte 1

aesgkod the men why thoy woro doing that,but thoy wouldn't givo ne any

rcasMe

"4 fcw woeks uftor tho nine wos shut down
rinos with sune other non ond ot that tine I signed
P.M.ne I wos out on tho pickot line with the othor
scrved with an lnjunction to got off the proportye
thore wes a oonsplrooy botwoon ELSHOFF & the U.H.W-
W rking. .

-
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I went cut to the
a potition for the
rion whon w¢ wore
Yhe naon felt that
non to stop us from

4



