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This is t report in this case, .vestigation

being prec . upon a considerable volur.. of correspondence

from the Bu_eau, which it is not deemed essential to reference

in detail.

This report is being submitted in order to make available
for immediate perusal the staterents of persons interviewed
durinp the course of this investigation. However, for the sake
of coherence, certain irvestigative steps which have resulted
in the otiaining of 1ncomp1ete {nformation will not be reported
urtil the information can be gst forth in complete form. No
attempt is being made in this report to summarize the results
of the investigpation which his thus far been conducted.

It is noted that a2 memorandum for the Attorney General
dated July 24, 1943 eontains a siatement that it will be essen-
tial to have 1nterv=ews with a great number of the individual
miners who worked atZiine "F' during the course of the
alleged conspiracy. In order to inaugurate this phase of
the investipation, contact was had with JOH! E JBCHNEIDER,
Sprinrfield, Illineis, who is presently an olficial of the y 2
Progressive Mine ﬁbrkers of Arerica. -

-

SCHNEIDER madz available the dues collection books of ! 4
local #54, PM4 and he also made available an oririnal copy of
tro PMA petition dated May 26, 1937 4R e
ﬁ%@kb : From these documents a list ol approximately
,,ﬂJﬂééz'PEA miners was obtained - which list, §t appears - includes
all of the FMA miners working at line "B" who would be con-
nected with this investigation.
Investipation as to date has revealed that the follow-
ing men named in this list are dead:’ T
e Y
/BOOKER TONY TTIARTINIUS, TONY .~ SEABECK, FRANK
TASPCk, LOUIS - “15cDOMALD, HARRY ~ SMITH, APGUST ©
DATMGN GALE “"NUTAUT, PETER - SMITHy FHARE——
DRAUGLLIS, GEORGE ORANT, JAMES -~ TROOP, CHAS.
GALOB, FRANK -~ 02ELIS, JOHN - WELCAUKIS, PAUL
GATHARD, JOHN OZELIS, PETER, Jr. ~ WILLIAMS, HARVEY
_ GRIDER, CHAS. POTTER, THOMAS ~ ZABLOSKY, JOE
.~-MARI,! DONALD “'REEVES, EDWARD ‘

Investigation to date has revealed that the following
PMA miners on this list are no longer in or near Springfield, .
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RE; JOHN L. LB ., ET ale

[

Iilinecis, &and socoordingly, no attempt will be mede to interview them )
unless subscquent devolopments indioate that thz.s mey be mperﬁtiw in
intividual oases) _ .

" aL3ERT, MIKE # FaFOZLla, OTTO Y REZRICH, FrudK

" BMGARNER, 4 » FIFER, JOE * KuKGER, aNDRET
BRYANT, e < BuIMaTl, aDULPH - KELLER, JOE

" CHIFaSI, STEPHEN . GENT, oNTONE VICK ' La/LER, MIKB
DAVIDS 3§, BHWEST © GaTHARD, JZSSE " HOKELUCK, wNDRE(, JR.

| DI'BaRTHOLQMES, DOMINIC * GRuRuM, P¥TER, JR.  POVELL, KLMGER
DR GOULIS, VINCENT -~ GUZZQRDO, JOE ' TUCKER, JOHN:

4 ZI0mS, HIKE'-

There are set forth below the statemonte obteined’ from 154
PMu miners.

In order that the Buresu msy be udvised of the socpe of the .

mattors discussed with thesse miners, there is set forth bolow an outline

of interrocgation which was used in ocanducting these interviewsi
Nemse

addross {residenoe and business).

Date.and pleoe of birthe

Citisenship.

Déte, pluos and oircumstances miner first joined any mine uniom.
Offices held in &any union. : /
Relutions beotween UMY and WLSHOFF ut Mine "B" ;>rior to Septumbor, 1932, |

attitude of this miner toward fourmation of PAf7 looul et Mine "BY, ine
oluding the pert he played, etos

Rolations botwoen ELSHOFF and Loocal 54, Pf, betwoan September 1832, .
and npril, 1937. ' : ;

. Strikos,

be Closo-~downs by mencgomonte

Ce attompts by ELSHOFF or FuICETTI to discrodit BM
leedership by romurks, by & hostile tttitude in

Y settling gricvoncos, ctoe

i d. Expressions of purtinlity or liking for 8T by

' nopagomsnte .




m. <

- Relations betwsen PT offiolals and PN memboum.p. "
a. Any sentiment amang ra.nk and file thnt Ioc:d m
racket run, ; -
be Zxtent of demooracy in looal - any :’neaaures‘ d‘

oampulsion to keep rank and file in line,

ce« Intersst in union affnirs - sttendcnoe at meetings,
atoa )

de Attitude of rank and file toward ednviotions of
s memberl in bambing ocses.

8. Finonoial &nglel -~ speciel agsessments, tiok-b&ok
to loonl PNW officianls, eto. ) J

Relations betwesn local 54 and UMT fram September 1982 %o April 1937.

8, Did TAW ever set up & picikst Iine at the minet

b. Did UMY distribute literature or have organisers
at the mine?

cs Efforts to convert individual minsrs to return to.
UMW, with partioular reference to details of the
aotzvitiea of tho following allsged WAST spiess

Y LBANESE 3 O}?mmf’ LNANILS ~

J;NDRET'SC}B ELEVIOUB SIRTOUT
ULHIB'IG'T‘&SQ@;LE GEORGH, valal iy
PETE’CaRTER BARYYTaCATinY

. FR.WRK AUSTIN | CHLRLES \BOHLLNNON

'ron:yh.orcn d

[ 7

Relutions between mancgement end UMY offiecinls, inoluding scoial ocortaocks,
etoe, botwean Septembder 1932 and sapril, 1937.

The wage soale ocntrovefsy in the Spring of 193Y. .
ae, Vhot roport did MY of‘fiomla give rank and file
on temporary agreemont with ELSHOFF? |
be Tas there any feoling that P weuld be unnble to
get 63 good & sonle s UNAY
¢e Yas there ony owmmotion a$ mine on pay deys in
aprilt Any temporary slow-downs or stoppoges?
ds ¥What were the aotions of tho nllegod apios during
v _ this period?
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RE: JOHN L. 1LENIS, E al. . . - . ‘-;--' ‘ :_} ..'."_;:*‘:‘

e. Wt was the attitude of the m.nagemant on ti:-
woge questiont? .

fe What sotions did PN offisials take to oolm dm ST
the wage iszsuet

- PMY meeting on might of Mey 11, 1937.

as Was this & regular meeting? If mot, how were
members notifi
any Indiootion thet anly & sslect fow were notifioﬂ

bs What was the evidence presented ngainst the five-
elleged sples’who were expelloed?

0+ ¥hut did these men sty in their own defense?

The morning of May 12, 1937,

e iThot argynonts and discussions wore thore at the
mine about wages? How and whon did the mon find
out they were not golng to get an increcse that
day?

be Did rank and file know about the expulsiom of the
five spies? .
How wuroe they told? Whet was the gensral reasction?

cs Why were cocl c.rs being loadod short? Was there

: a growing sentiment to strike during the dey?

L If s0, why did they intend to strikel That &s,
was it bocuuse of wuges or becouse of the five .
exvolled spies?

i/

P potition of Moy 26, 1937.

o, Did this miner sign it?

be Whet explinution of this petition d4id PHT offiocinls
give?

os Woroe ony throsts, expressed or implied, mhde in
oonneotion with obtulning signotures %o this
petition? -

de How were tho signcturos obtained?! That is, housee
to-house, union meeting, etos

UMT petition in Swwmer of 1937, date not knowne

(See n., b., ¢+ end d. above)

.
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Unkriows petition in Swmer of 1937, date not knowne - - °

A, Did this miner msign it? o S
b. Who oiroulated it or spousored itt ' _ b
6s ‘las it really a "wildoet"™ petitianmd Thet ia, :
wag there & sentiment among mcst of the men to go
baok to work regardless of whioh unlom the owmpamy
dealt with?
de Who reported it to oampany officianls?
6« Date petition was presenteds

Formation of new UMV leccal 74€9 July 29, 1937. :

B, lias this miner &pproached caoncercing joining this
looal? -

be Vere there any threats or violence used to obtain
nembers for this local?

Genersl informution ooncerning the Summer of 1937 -« wnion meetings,
"wildoeat" meetings, stitements by officisls of both unlons, threats,
violsnoe, statements by minagenment, etae

Attempted opwning of mine on Sevtember 27, 1987.

8, How did manegenent give notice mine would be cpen?
by Hud PMY decided in wdvanoe ths attitude they would
ttke if tho mins openod under the U contruot?

0s Vnen did picketing stort?

ds Did this mirer partioipate 1n picketing?

4 e, Did PMT import outsiders for picketing?

fo VWere cny threats or violaence used by M7 leaderw
ship awny fran the mine premises %o keep the rank
end file in line?

ge Gonoeral informution concerning inoidents during
the sit-down strikes,

Issuenoe of irjunotion in Federacl Distriot Court on Dsoember 9, 1937.
a, Attitudo of rank and file pinare to injunctions
Attonpted opening of rine on Decombor 13, 1957.

f. How wts notice given?
be Why did only twelve mun show up for work?

-l -
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RE; JOHN L. LETIS, XT AL.

NLRB election on Doocmber 15, 1937.

&8s Complete disoussion of ciroumetonoces of elestiom,
inoluding meohaniss of elootion tud events leadinz

. ' up to 1t, “cEobo TMIY oontention that $he elecotion
) was & fraud, being domintted by strong-«rm tuctios
of DiW.

Attermpted reopening of mine on Januory 4, 18381

) te How whs notioe glven?
. be Why did omly & few men show wp for work?

Generel disoussion of inoidents between Jenuayry 24, 1938 und November
6, 1939, while mine wre olosed.

Opering of mine Kovomber 6, 1939,
8e WYhat did renk and file underetcnd obout wags
socle, eta.?
be Yhat wos attitude of rank and file towerd
inability of PMIY tc get a conireot?

Period from November 6, 1939 to February 21, 1941, whon election woe

held,
s All thrects, violence, eto., by oither side to
furoe unlon meémberships
be All efforts by both sides to secure new nembers
by persutsions .
2. All stotoments by manegement oconcerning union
preforenoss
dy All ects of favoritism shown by mine mtnEgemcnte N
©s Did this riner sign membership cords for oither \ )
or both of tho wmions in the Swunor of 1940t It | \
ia noted both unions submitted & r.mbor of oepds / /
cxecoding 8 mujority of workers to NIRB investie =
- gator who wie investigoting the claims for ropre= |
< sentotion,
t NIRB cleotion on Februbry 21, 1941,

2+ Seo eleotion of Dacember 165, 1937, ubove, for
suggestionse :

r
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL, '

Tllinols, was jointly 1Aterviewed at his resi-

dence on August 28, 1943 by Special Agents TS
He appeared reluctant to answer some of tr ;
which he should have had knowledge concerning. Thie was possibly

due to the fact that he is prescntly employed at M¥ine 'Bt under the

7. He also claims to be friendly with OSCAR FALCETTI. He is alert and

presents a good knowledge of pinc operations.. He executed the following
signed statemants

®Springfield, Tllinois
August 28, 1943

m2ke the following vo" mtary

Hr

statement tc

S

minc nosri
started vior .-c:.ng at
I am prosently vorking at Hine B,

"I noever held an nfi’ice in the U‘&" union, but 1 was
President of a loc:nld

which vwas wnder a édniract, 1 held 1t . ofiace

P T DU 1 TP T ™. . T b P owrennd A
about 8ix montns ing ey 118 union vill be referred
horcinafter as PHa. :

*T vorkcd in ¥ine B from about v _
¥ay 12, 1937 vhen it shut down due to
not go back tc work at ifinc B, but got a job at Hinc A
about Qctob.r 18, 1937 as a PIm miner and worked there wntil
about Scptenber of 1940, sbout Scptemb?r, 1940, I went to

work in ¥ine B as a membor of tho Ul I have worked there
b3 AT ar ymdbdT Fl AvAd A ei-i"'l 'mnv-Hna +hoe e
\.-UHU.L I.IAUUUJ.: WAl ULJU z.u.uu\.«l.lv, Lulu LAl t: WULAIE WIRIAW
as a momber of the UMW, S
! k]
.. 'l_ L -: -3 . .-



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET ik,

"El: hoff, prior to 1932 got along very
well with the (.

"In 1932 1 was not in Zavor of the wage scale being lowared
and 1 volwntarily joincd she P4, -and I fecl that the rest of the minors
at inc B fclt the same way. I 3Hd not take any activo part in this
Tormation, ‘

"Evierything was alrigtt betiicen Flshoff and PM. between
Scptember, 1932 and .Lpril, 1937 to my knowledge and I was well satis-
fied with the munagemont of the PMA and the rest of the mincrs were satis-
ficd with the PI.L leadership to my knmowledge, '

") hcard that Dominic Pasqual\., Charles_Bohannon and about
ten other miners who were Moldiig P as well™as Uifi cards and wore
organizing at kinc B on bchalf ¢f the A and that was why they vwere ex-
pelied from PiLy, but nox of thtwm ever approached me. I deo not know
vhich wion the oporator of line B was in favor of as I never heard
ary of then mke any statcments iboyt it., I left the minc vhon the shut
down started as proviously mentioned, and did not heve any first hand in-
fcrmatidn on the mattere )

"Botween IRy, 1937 and Octoder 1937 T helped for about onc
Tonth vwith the PU. picket linc at (inc B. This picketing was to keep
U8, fror taking our jubs, The wvut?, as a rcsult of the NLR3 electing
on Deccmber 15, 1937 showed UI& hid only twenty-five neobers at that time,

*I heard that Charlcs B hannon and the othsr cleven npen that
were later cxpelled frox the Pl Jor organizing for the UMY rccoived
noncy for orgonizing, but I never have been contacted by therm and have
nc knowledge of the pnyn;’nt by 047 fo them,

"I don't o viiy Elshoff d&id nnt sign a contract with PHi
vhen thet union had a majority of thao onployces at Mine B.

*I have carcfully read and fully wndorstand the one and a half
pzges of this staterent apd 4t eontains the truth to the 'bcst of my

knowledgo,

s/

1]
l'!t'..""'.' .
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his witneu can speak English well and gould testify thet
he was satisfied with P on May 12, 1937, and did not wish to beoome a mor-
ber of W, v R iv:sed he did not have a criminal rscorg_!_, -

all AR L 200 A —t_ "
a..- . -

furnished the follcming volur.tary :1;::96 lt.ntmﬁ:

'Sprlngfield, Ill. - o 'é T-
August 25, 1948

!!ill make the following voluntery statement to
who I imow to ba Speciel Agonts of the Federsz

gation. ¥o force, threats or prom{ses have been mede in obtaining this
stotement end I know thet what I may say may be used as evidsnce in & court
of law,

wes born in ¥

‘ hroug my

®I am now employed ety I11., as &

Iﬂboﬁr.
:: .
®*Y beceme & mamter of the Tia ir B

when ] was first amployed in
a mine as & miner., I droped my membership in ¥t

LA when I stopped mining.

' "I startod mining again in and became e member of P.M.A. in

?of which unfon I was a momber for O or 4 weeks, I dropped my nember-
P in PkA when I stopped minning. ' .

*In the svimer of SROWM I was employed by Vine B, Springficld, Ill,
end became a member of FPYA vhere I was employed &8 a minor until May 1537
when the mine wes closad,

¥In the fall or 1937 I was empl.cyad et thofPanthsr Creek Kine #é,
Ssringfield, Ill., untii Spring 1943, Durfng my cmrloymert at tha Peither
“rea¥ Wino 6 1 wes a mizdor of PNAL T . '
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Re: JOEN L. LE.IS, BT AL

bw

"I was & s8ct. in & "ildoat” Union atm‘
Coal Mine, Springfield, I1l. for sbout on

in et which time the mine wes closed for
finenelal censons,. .

¥S0 far es I know the relationship betweon ir. Elshoff at Mine "B"
vitk PMA was good between the summey of 1936 and May 1937. I do not know
enythirg ebout the relatlorship betrecn Mr, Elshoff at Mine "B™ and T.M.a.
prior to 1932,

"Up until key 12, 1937 the re was no trouble at Mine "B" and there
were no strikes, ’ :

"So fer £s I know there wmere good relations betwocn ELSHOFF and
FALCETTI of Kine “EY and PMA durinmy, the time I was cmployed there, neither of
whom sver mentioned union mattore to ne, .

So far as 1 imow tho memhers of YA liked the union end were mem-
bers of PMA bicause they liked the wuunion and thought P4 could do more for
them then any other union,

‘®1 wes never interested §m wnion affairs, and attinded only a few
ccting of the union each year,

"The mombers of PMA thouht the mumbers of PRA convicted for bomb-
icg should not heve been convicterl as they did not get a fair triel, I cennct
furnish any deteils concerning thi attitude of the members of PEA conocsrning
the conviction of PMA m:.nbur: in Ywembing casce as I was not interested,

*I cannot furnish any irformation concerning the finencial opere
stions of PN4, there werc very fow spociel assessments durmg the time I
wss @ member of Pike.

*During the time I was omploysd at Kine UB" V.M.A. never attempted
to organite tho employecs of Mine "B in any way, <o one ever attompted to
get me to become a momber of U.M.Tys when I was employed at Mime "B", I
never gsaw any employces at kKine "B™ attempting to get any other employces
of Wine "B™ to become A nembor of UMa.

"1 nsver eav any officlals of UNT with the management of ¥ine ¥BY,

*I now tho ¢ was an attempt by unlon officials of PIA to obtain
bigher weges for the er.loyees of TVA but there was pever any trouble at the
mire in April or iday 1937 conncrning an increass inm the wage scale. None cf
the mon alleged by PHA to be splos for TMA, the names of whom I do not kuos,
svor seid anything to me about an ircrcase in th> wngo scale. 8o far as ¥
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Re: JOHN L. LE/I8, ET 4L S

Imow emplo rees of PMi were on the same wage scales -
es the empioyscs of UMw {n mines othcr than Mine
"B¥, ©Neither the managemont of kine "B" or unfon

8 ovor said anything to me about the wage

issue in April or May 1937,

®I did not know of a mecting of F¥L on Xay 11, 1937,

*Or the morning of Hﬁy'lZ, 1937 1 did not hear any discussion on
the wnge issuc nor did I know of anyonc who knew five alleged spies of AW
hed beun expelled Trom PMA. I did not sec or hear of any coal cers being

loadod short on the morning of Kay 12, 1937. I did not Imow there was any

trouble st Kine ®BW on Mey 12, 1937 until I was told by my boss to stop work-

icg. I did not know why the work wes stopped on that dey nor did the men 1
telked to.

®I ocnnot rember a petitionm of PMu of Mey 26, 1937 but I may have
signcd & Pla petition of key 26, 1537 and cannot remember.signing it.

*] am not able to fummish any informetien concerning Mine *B" sub-
sequent to kuy 12, 1937 as I was not interostod in the mine and never re-
turned to ¥ine "B® to try to get work. '

*1 do not know of a U.K.7s petition in the Summer of 1937 por do
1 know of the formetion of new U4 local 7469 July 29, 1937.

"I received one or twe noticos thct Kins "B™ was to have been opened
subsequent to May 12, 1837, but did not attempt to get ~mployment at Mine
"B" e8 I wes omployed ot Panther Creck Mine #6 end I was not interested,

"On ¥ay 12. 1937 I wus a membor of PMA and satisfied with the union.
I wes not interested in be ¢oning & membor of any othor union.

"I have read the proes.ding Tour peges which aro corroct an true
to the best of my kmowledge.

b e

witnesscds: =

; l/u ~{al ng‘-nt FBI. .
"“r_ ‘ ent, 1331. il

1
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Re; JOHK L. LEWIS, ET AL ' /o

- »’
Hvas nterviewed on August 25, 194
Pecla”. Azerts iRNNEEE
He appi.rently ¥ ' avorable »

presents a sood appearare, is ‘nielligent a.nd willin" to testify. the
gigned statemernt furnisted by hm is set forth as follows: :

INlinois
25, 1943

make the following voluntary siatenent

Lo whom I know to be Spacial Arents of
tLhe .

e de_at B Iilinois. I was born
oL g inois. I am a citizen of

thie United otates,

"I first joined the Un te@ Mine Vorkers of Anerica, referred
to hereinalter as the U. M. V., i1 while I was employed at ¥ine B,
Springfielc, Tlliinois., I worke( vnder the U. U. W, at Mine 3. until
1932, at which €ime I was desim we o changing to the Frogréssive. ine,
norrcers of america, referred to hegyeinafter as P. M. W, I continued to
vork wnder vhe PUUUL. W. until ard {ncluding Sepiembder 27, 1937.

"I left the U. X, W. ir. 1932, b3cause I felt that the majority of
tne udners in Mine 3. wanted to Jjoin the P, . W., and because I felt -
shat I would receive no benefit four workin: under a union which was can-
trolled by John L. Lewis,

"The riiers wire asses:@d 15 per cent of our salaries the first

vear we worked under the P. Y. ¥W., and though I felt that this was a
large sun of jmoney to be taken cub of ry salary by a wnidn, still I felt
that the P, ¥. ¥, made such an gs3essnent to bBuild up their orgarization.
'I'"is uas all right with me, I h23ld no office either with the U, M. W, or

he P. 1. W. I lave not been in‘erested in union affairs. After the first
ycar uncer the P, kK. W., wnion des were cheaper thercafter than under the
U. ¥ W,

f

Conditions and relations were very good betueen local 54 of t‘w
P. ¥. W, and the U. K. W. frouw September, 1932 to April 1937.

“ly last d. .t ifine B. was on Se termder 27, 193'7. I received
notice that the mine var going to ¥o-open on Scptember 27, 1937, because
I saw a notice to this ¢ffect in the newspaposrs, and because the whistles
at the riane blew, Thercfore, I went te the nine on this morning to report
to work at saven o'clock, oilad my machincry and just bofore eipght ofclock
on this date I approached the top boss at the mine in charge of all employecs

-
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Re: JOHN L. LIS, ET AL

above rround and whose name I do not recall., I
asked him how I would work, and he replied that I
would viork wnder the U. M, W. At that time, I

ciled machinery above the mine. outgide of the
....... v above the mine, outglide oI Llhe

retail unit. This as my job. Directly after this conversation I left ]
the premises of the Mine B.

I felt that the vast majority of thc miners at this mine were
nembers of the P. K. W. and I did not want to work under these conditions,

o770
b 1D
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RE: JOEN L. LBVIS, ET AL

-

He is prosemtiy
s not ecobe
8 appecrance and

Bas been 6 corl nines since he wes 14 yeers ol are.
SORSCN | ;o n'ear_ I11irois.
g Agonts rs & good witness due

apparent lack of mentel cepmgity.

Upon interview & sxocuted the following sipned stutamenti

.Spring;ﬁeld, Illo
hugust 28, 1943

-
-

1 moke the following stetement to

whe hrve identified thauselves
! . surezu of Ipvestigetion. ¥o prom- *
ises, threats or consiceraticn of eny ¥ind bes been mace to me for thia stete-
mant. . -

%1 worked at Mire B fcr geveral yeers beflore 1932 -intil severeld
nonthe efter the strike €t Mme L in 1939, I joined the Frogressive Mine ;
Workers of Americe when they were crzanited in 1932, I wegs alweys shtref¥ed 5
with the way thet union wes teing run. I never winted to change to the United
¥ine Yerkers. I am still a member of the Frogressives and am satisfied with E
them. The £r

Anm T une e
COe A4 WG oL

ressives never nzkel me to do anythmg that I did not want to &
sfn%d %r{{-h 'i"harn In cvory "RY, F

-l SV Y Fayse

®Y wns working at Mine B at the time of the strikes I do not re~

merther whether I wns working on the dry of the strike or not, I do not know
whet the strike was cbout, I @0 not remember, I was not at the mine on the
dey in Beptember when the zan went brck to the mine. I did go ocut there and
stey & part of the time after the pen siarted strying on the ccmpeny property..
I voted in the electi-n heléd a fow C¢rye after the election. N» one bhothsred
ne or told ne how tc vete. It wos a fair election ne far ae I know, and I Ty
voted excctly as I wented to votg%'

VT g
N v

"I 20 not recall tut one tine thnt they tried to open the nine. I
was working on “rA part of the time. When the mins c¢pened there hed Leen
some cave ins and falls. T did not gee any evidence of any fire., 2art of
the nine where I had Leen worxxm; did cave §n, and I never got my tools out
of there st alls I ronauber® Re wns suppesed to be nn elr ran
I do no%, thirk that they ever KATYAD ALIT check man befors the strike, Une
dry JIN'HALE eske? me to jJoin the United Kine rforkers, Ha told me that «ll
the ren would be be deing 1t and T night jJust es well, 1 nlbnsd the pepers ©' -




RE: JOT L. LEVIS, ET AL -

INTERVIBY WITH  but I cuit the mine o few deys leter. I quit because I
& did n 1 a £0 be involved in anv troulbha Lrma Al the

L —La Ve W LAasy el h LW R AT A

i
COLULT men thgt I rode to work with hud been Sothérsd, their
clothes cut and torn in the wnsh house. Some hed been
verten, and sc I quit rather than stey there and get in trouble, I didn't
want to belong to the United Mine "orkers. No one ever made me do anything
+hat+ T - b

ot WEI
LHAT 4 ii oot wWeil

"I have reed tha ebove statenent on this page end one other pago.
It is true end mccurate,"

GITNESSED s

r
.



RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. N
. IDJ:
INTERVIET ~{ITH was interviewed Bpooial Agentsq

a oloar menner, And Gppotrs to reoal} woll ovonte -
cround the timo of tho strikae It is folt that hc would be & satisfuotary
witnces to testify to thoso muttors sot out in tho folldwing etutoment
which hc sxcoutods

"Springficld, Tllincis
Becptombor 1, 1948

"1, B _ mako tho fellowing
voluntary stutcment R who huve idontie
ficd thomsclves oe Bpeoeinl agzents in tho Fodortl Buroau of Investigationms
No thrcots or promiscs hovo bocn mado to mo to induoc me to mtke this
stutemente )

"I wus born g 5 rnd oone to
the U, B, ir I beoomo o Ue G » 1 firast joinod
tho U.M,V. ir and huve nover hold any offioo in any unisng

"1 joined PM.a. in 1932 when o}l the rest of tho miners joincd.
as I remonber PJ.A. startod aftcor U,M.fe had tried to got us to work for
lcss mcaey. ‘Jo hed o voto and the bullots wors stolon und the cleobion
w.s nc goods Alsc working eonditions wero not too good and the men
wintod o new unione Aftor PM.uie startod things scomed botter et the mincs.
I dc not rencmbor whot tho men's feelings wore when sano nenbors of
P.M e wore conviotOd in t.he ba“b ‘:ng 0asess

. S

"TONY PLO‘“CE FRAKK QSTI}I JACATINY oA NDY, BOHAMION, JOHN

smwr ond sond oEhisrs who 5o olongod o P.M.na wore supposod 4 bo

!"1{01"8 for U.I‘!n fo I noaru that thest non woro wurmng Lfor U'H.JHI
ofﬂomls but thuy novor epprosched mos T know thut thego non wore
kiokad out of PXM.u. beonuso thoy woere woerking for U.H.U.

A b/

y bt

"I remonbor that our oontroot with Mine B, whore I hud worked
sinoc 1828, oxpirod in tho spring of 1837 «nd we were working wnder an
extensions e worc suppcsed to get paid duok woges in ocuse the now
ewntraot onlled for highor wages, this is vhat Bl.A. offioors tcld us
thet we would got the now rate fram april ls aftor wo had worked for

_i 6 while BLSHOFP refused t. sizn 8 oontroots
< Bl vttendod smo of tho PJMuA. mootings cnd I was ot ¢ nooting
- when o tric] was held oand sonme of the mon I nentioned before as woerking
' for U, wore kioked outs 48 I roenonber, woe hud & roguler ncoting
: end aftsr this, three or four ren were oppolnted to a kind of &rial bibrda



REr JOHN L. LETIS, BT ul.

é

INTERVIE! VITH These nen woro ohurgoed with spyi.ng on our org&nimtim

and the triul boord found thon guiltye. I wns ot this
noeting und renopbor thot theso mon wore kicked out of
" tho PM.e Sune wore oxpolled for & ocuplo of yoars
ari sma Pcr ninoty yotrsse Most of tho normbors of P.Naui. know cbhout this
toticn, whioh was just before the siriko.

"% the tino of thc strike I wus o diggor § ot nine Be
Q. the duy of the strikc sanc of tho fellows didn't wa o go to werk
with the soies. However, finnlly wo all wont tc work but sone of the
mer. seid lets locd the curs short end lots of the ours wont up without
a full load. ! -

"8omecne told us $o o.me uo out of tho nincs that duy, about
twe hours ecrliocr than usunles ‘Jhon 1 oomo up I lecrnod that theore wos o
strikes I pucss it w.s bootusd the nino lot thosc spics werk althoug.h
we didn't huvc o o.ntrooti

M.ftor the strike I signed o potition for PuMae I signed this
ot tho Union Ball. I also think I sijgned cnother petition a¥ oy house,
I thiry e oay Srou;ht it cute It wes to show how nany ncnbers
PH e h%%l think it wus for the Labor Rolution Boards No ome over
made ne sign, or Yhrootened noe

=
.

", o.uple of tines fcllows sano to ot ne to Join UMM, JOHN
an? RILkeSIKTOUT ocane onco, and ancothor fellow otllod JOE or SAM oune
Thcy nsKod mc why I should stoy idle, if I sigzn we go brok to worke
They had sumo kind of o oard for no to sign, %old me it was a menbership
oard. They sadid if they got cnouph monbers thoe nine would open upe
They scid if I didn't sizn the nino might never cpen upe Thay did not
tircaton moe

"During the swimor of the strike the P.Muie Ird luts of noctingss
The offiocrs told us thet thoy hopoed to c¢pern the ninc that swuore :

"1 yonombor thot they tried to opon the nine in the fall of .
19374 i I rercnbor, thera wee 2 notioo in tho papor telling of thise
On thot duy 14 or 16 UM, 7., wont d.vm in the nine, but no onc €lso went
A wne If you wuntod to po tz work that duy you h&d to go in the offioce
and sipn up fir U.M,7. Thet i whut & nan by ¢he nine told ncy Ouwr
P.X.. officors 512 us pot to sign cnythinge o otno buok tc tuwd

- end had @ necting ond the next day wbout 328 of us went out omd

sttrted a pickot line. ‘fo stiyod thore until we woro sorved with an
injunctions ‘io loft, foelin; that we hud to, the luw suid $0e

M
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RZ) JOMK L. LETIS, uf sl.
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IXTERVIET WITH "1 remember that after this they tried to opem

the mine agnine The sume UM,'T. men showed
cantinueqd ) up cnd & few new UM.,l. men, I gueas they oame

from unother part of the States I was out
there thut day, not on asarpany property but on the highmuy, ‘le winted -
to sece whut would huppen.

four Presxdenb-’denNIC- went and tulked to ELSHOFF who told
OZANIC that only UJM.!. mon could worke Thut is what OLANIC told us.
The Sheriff made us lsave that doy, told us that 15 or 1§ men oould
stuy on the pisket line but nct Gny more.

"I vcted in the NLEB slection in Dacember. Ae P,M.ia officicl
told us not to go down: und votds too many 2t o time, just 15 or 20. He
told us mot to tolk to wunycne on the streets The electicn wis nice snd
gquiet ©nd po troubles

‘ A1 remember thot later on they tried to open the mine but no one
would go tu wcrk, thcy wonted teo open the mine under an open shops
The P.M.ne mon didn't wunt $o0 go to work that woy.

"In Novembor, 1989 the minc oponed up under &n opél shopa
Somc mine officiul suid ihat we would heve another elcotion, whichever
ocne won the oluotion would win thc ocontracte I got u letter teliing
me to ooms Lo work und thut I should de there in ton duys or I wouldn't
have & jobe I wont to work whore 1 hud boen before, this svotion wus
all righke I guess thet other x.rts of the mine hud beon otved in,
Box 2 und purt of Box 3.4 ¢

".Mter I hud boen buck to work I wes epprot.ched to joln U.Mela
These seme follows, scme of the spies, ocume te my house tc ot me o
joins They were nioce, but told me thut UM, wis going to win tnd thut
I hud better join. I.n cbout July, 1540 I finnlly jolned UM, They
Lskud To to come to & meeting tnd I Aid, I found the hull full of fellows,
and thought that perhtps I had better join if mll the other fellows

htps i
were j oi.ning .

".ftor tho mine oponed up in Wovurber, 1839, it seemed that
the only new ron who were hirad belonged to UJHJl. or else hod to join
before they oould got o jobe UM.Fy hod orgunirzers vt the mine. They
wero supposoed %0 be working but they wersn'ts 1 didn't know whe they
were o They ware vary friendly end used %o go around ¢nd telk #¢ e}}

the mena.

it



RZ: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL.

INTERVIZi “JITH "ow men otme to work, some caming fram Missourd
= snd saue fran the southern part pf the stetes

-uod)
¥ have read the nbove stctement cnd dee

elare it to be true and correcte

X

miitncsseds

eoisl agents, FeBels é '
T« 5+ Doptte of Justiced” >




Rz: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL | ' ‘ ch/

INTZRVIE. “ITH ,
o Alt.h_mgh “this man
: anner, 1t appears that -
he has no information of value to offer.

_emcutc-& the f>llowing simed statcment:

"August 30, 1943
Spri n{;field , 111,

nake the fsllowing voluntary staterent 4o
wh of v have identified themzelives to be
oceral Bureﬂu of Invr,qt.* oo i'Jn. Na threats or

I becarmz a U cits : an- presently reside at
Sprin=ficld, I1l. T first started mining esal in about
e U,d.%, at about that tine. I have never held an office

: "I worked at ®ine 4 and Mnc P on several different occasions and
wher, the Tinc went over o ¥he ProgFedsives in 1932 I think I was working

for the state. I went back 5 work vith Mine B in and as far'as

I was concerned everything . was poinst along fine at that time. The union

afficers left ne alone & I just went about ny work and bothered nobody,

I have nover attended any union meetings--heither V.7, nor the PLMLA,

"In the spring of 1937 I heard some talk te the effect that

our wage contract was to be renewed, but I do pot know znything about any
wape dispute. I am not a close friend of aryone in ihe mine and have
never mixed with any of them as I live on a fm and conme right home from
vork evzry day.

. 91 remember that on the day of the strike, which wes in May of
1937, T went to work as ue sual & took up my regular job as a digger in
T heard that this section caved in and I undersiand it has never
Sen Cleaned up to this day. I mever want back to pick wp my tools, I
e know Tony Plotch, Petc YCanten, Frank Sustin, but I do not know anything
el zbout their actions at the mine. “Inever heard any of the men talking
- about spics for the UMY, and do not know what crused thz strike in 1937.
I heard men say that thoy got a raw deal, but I do not know why the men
went on strike, _

nOn the day of the strike Frank Austin was sappossd $o be my
driver and I kept asking him to bring my powdsr, but Le never did bring my
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Re: JOHM L. LEVIS, ET AL .

INTERVIZ Y TITH povder that day, T didn't know until we were on our
way home thet nizht that the mine was on strike. I
continuc do not bemamber ever sipming a petition of any kind

after the strike. Duc to the fact Frank Austin didn't
brin~ me ry powder, I worked a1l that doy but didn't make any moncy, because
I Aidn't loaZ any coal that cny.

"Between 1937 and 1939 when the mine was shut dowm I went to
vork for the state. I went back to uinc B in the fall of 1939 after I
st a letter from Elshoff. I onl: worked there about nine duys when I
wns offered another job with the st te so I quit the mine job. I wanted
to vork for the state as it was 2 hztier job and my back wias hurting
=z 2 lot. I am now workiny at th%¥?ﬁnther_;reek Mne and 2m 2 member of
the F.# union. #

"During the entire time I was uorking at Zine B I nuver had a
it of troubls., I was never thr.o:i.n.d by anyong. As far as I'm concerned
it doesn't make any difference vhich union I am a2 menmbsr of as long as
T have a job.

"I do not have any information about the strike at the mine., I
have rond over this entire statznont of four —apes, have initi-led the '
first threz parcs and hereby siym this pages. This statentnt is true
to the best of oy mecnorye..

IS/ s

Titnesges

A~ents, FBI 4é? J C__
-

1
Tept. of Justice "

\ | Py
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RE; JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL. ' : s | ]
. ~ y,

. /
soinl Agents Q

N e This men is everage
in intelnge.;oe and appearanoe tnd is favoroble
townrd the Govermnment. He indioutod & desire to &void tustifying, 1f
possiblos It is boelieved, however, thut hc would muke o good witncss to
Y %cstify to those metters set out in the following statcoment, whioh he
" excouteds

"iugust 28, 1948
Springfield, Ill.

muke the following voluntry stctoment tc

‘ : N both of whom huve idontified thomsclvee to mc es
Sncoxal Aben‘ca of tha—F‘dnrcl Burcau of Iuvestigatione No threats or
‘promiscs huve been made to mo to induce me $o muke tny stotement.

i ‘ und prosontly live
54 ] ‘m iner during the ltst war cnd joined the
U, M1, when ret stertod mininge I am still working ct Mine Bs In
1532 when the rest of the men joincd the Prograssive union I elso went
over to the PMa tnd oontinuod working et the mine. Uhcn the PMA first
startcd in Mine B 61l the men were sttisfied with the Union tnd cverye

thing went ulong fine until the 8pring of 1457,

";[_ wus berrn

"I nevor attended mony of the union meotings so oannot stute.
ts to £ll that huppopod just bef.r. the etrikcs I am & driver in tho
wegt soction of the mire. I know that e group - nen inoluding JOE ALB&NESE,
_ PaSQUal7g C-RTER, AUSTIN u.nd othors mentioned @ - & wore Trying— -
“t¢ urgah'.rg Ll I

TOI‘ the UnM-‘t‘.- P

"Pricr tc the time of the strike end after March 31, cur uniom
told us thuet wo were to ountinue working and the new ochtract would be
rehrototivo, Bobtween sapril end thoe tlnme of the strike I heerd the nom
tilking about C/RTER, AUSTIN and the cthers trying io stir ur trouble
und telling the mon thoy didn't hovo o cantraot wnd caking thon why they
s were workinge The PUa lerders kopt tolling the non te kaop wn werling
¢ - ond that they weuld sce to it thot they got what wis crming to thome
’ I do net kmow of anyone who was threttonod during this psriod and I
don't baliove most of the men kmew that CARTER rnd the cthiers woere

w.rking fur the U.H.W.

M do nnt know anything ebout whit hopponed wt ur und

w 28 =
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REy JOHN L. LBAIS, BT AL,

bt
b

e

on the night of Mey 11, 1937, I hoard the nex
thet sane of tho non hed boon kioked out of the
union booouse thoy were roully working for tho
U.d.7e On the nurning of tho strike I ronenbor that
the rmen wore ocmplaining thot the omprny wunted the nen who htd bean
e¢xpelled +0 go to worke The only non I romenbor secing wons FhuNK
AUSTINe. I notioad thet es scon 68 the non stergoed working ¥ day they
01l stoarted lading the otrs short anc it eontinued the rest of tho.
duye 4ADout an hour beforo guitting tine word was sont to us to omme to
the surfuoce ond wheon we got on $0op wo woere told thet thoe rinc woe an
strikoe Our wilom cfficers told us tv guv hune beouuso they didn's
wont us te work with the spiose. I con't rooull opy nontion buing rede
of o atrike boing ounlled duc to i cigungnt ovor wogose

*I renenmber thet o shurt tine aftcr the strike, JOEY SCHUEIDER
oamo to ty hcuse with & petitiaon fur mo t. signe This wns & petition
ceking the ownpany to rucognire P os bost cs'1 enn reoclle 4ae I
rceolleﬂt the P distributed ballots among the nen & cskod then to qheok
rm the ballot whioh union they preferfreds

l;

- ° M"Durin; the sunmor therc was 4 great piny union ncetings cnd
these nectir.gs were woll attonded by the nene I rencnbor that ohe tine
it wus enn mced thuot the rire wus t5 opun, but only cbout 12 nen showed
une I reporbar thet in tho £tll the UM.u, had piockot lincs outsido
the nice und I tock part in the plcketing coveral tines.

"Ir. Dooerber of 1537 thero wns an NIRB olection in the irsenal
and the Pdi w.n ocut in the clcuotions I roneabor thet in the Deounbor
elootion the Pila men mot at the union hell and norched o the Arsenal
in enoll groupse Thore was no violonce &nt no streng orm ncthods used
by eithsr sidos.

"] went btok to w.rk at tho rinc when it wne roopenod on en
coon shop bueis in Rovenber of 1929. I belicve thero wos en trtioclo in
the pupor thut tho nino was to recpon und 8o I went to werke i for o
I ¥now thore wns no firc ut the ninc botweon 1937 und Novembor of 1339,
, Thore wore & 1ot of ocve ins ot the rine and it woe only naturel thut
" E thoro was & lot of cleaning up to Jdo bofore the nen oculd st&rt loading
aoule

®Mmon the nor went book to work in 1939 they naturslly weron't
capletely satisfied, but I think <y folt thut if they didn' go am
th? job the U.M.i. mon weuld teke thelr Jobe

L
S

/-‘
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"From 1939 until 1541 the mine was being oparlhd
on an open shop besise I wes oane of the last %o
" sign up with the U.MNs I hoard that there wes
6 lot of fighting on the surfuoe aftor I would
go below for my job and:that mary men were bestem up, but I nover stw amy
of it myself., Nobody cver roally bothored mo to Join the U.M.W, but I hoerd
thet o lot of the older men werco cotunlly bouton up by tho UMW none I
didn't sign up until it beozme quito mppirent that our wholo loocl wnas
going to sign upe &8 for as my perscusl knowlodge is conoornod the
ouanpeny was noutrul with regord to tho unionss I know thet it wns the
genercl opinion umong the ncn thet the canpuny favored the UMLU. moms
It wos clways genorclly understood thst the UMM.W. non got tho bost .
jobs ond wore allowed more priviloges but I do not imuw thoe nanos of
uy T.M.We nen who wore sc fuvorede ‘

"I have road over this entire stctencnt of six puges, hive
initisled tho first five pozoe to show thut 1 hive road enoh page wnd
heroby sign this last pugse I wish to sbete that this stutenent is true
to the best of my memory ond if oullod upan I would testify to the tboves

W1ITNESSESy

t }Socoind Agents, PBI
YUs Se Donte of Justiocs™
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/ INTERV1EW WITH wep interviowed at his hame, RN
Springfield, Illi.noia : ) : hug

JOHK L, LEAIS, ET Al.

~

would mtke & good uppearanoe an nd e

strongly built individuelse Be is ruther intalligent tnd understends welle
Ae hes good commind of tho English lunguage, being oble to expross himsolf
quite welle EHe is very definite at vt things that hc knows, tnd would
not be eagily confused en oroses emrmntion. Be is bolieved to bo 2

good witnesa. Upon being interviowed,

signed shatementy

I mike the following astote-

ment to jashe 7 B who have fdontifiod
themselves peoicl .gents of oderal Buretu of Investigne
tione No prumises, threats, or oconsiderutions of nny kind hove boen made
to me tc mwke this stutomentes It is true amd tocurate, end I &m willing

to ropeut ony purt of it io oourt if ncoossurys

"I went to work &t Ming B in 1922 und worked there until
Janur.ry of 1941, When I first wert to Mine "B" I wos © member of
the Tnitod ¥ine Werkars bectuse cveryone hid to b & mombor of the
United Mine workors in order to get & job Lt thit mine. It wos &
closed shop. In 1932 the Progrgsaive \ﬁ.g Horkers of amerion wos
organized ond I jeinod that union. It hod & olosed shop snd I wus @
nembor of this union until I left Mine Be 1In 1536 und 1937 I wos
Union Steward ct this mine, und wus Steward eguin fram 1935 to 1940.

"Sefors 1932 when the PT of Ae wus orgenizod there hed never
been any trouble ut Mine B with the rantgonents There wus saedissension
nmeng tho men in the mine with the 11 bout the cesessmonts, otc. but
thore wns no rotle troubles Same of tho men who hud boen dwgusted
with the U7 wore tried by the Uni-n tnd Elshoff fired thoms Elshoff

end the Union got clong pretty weli in those doyss

™{hen tho PMI of A wehg crgunized, we nll were anxious to
join, tnd none of us would go buok to werk until the mon Elshoff hed

' disohurgod were rochircd. ‘them the P of 4 wus orgarized every employes

6t the mine wis in fuvor of this wnione &% least I never heurd tnyone
diszont obout {oining the PMT of As The PM7 of A kept protty ol oge to

uirssenv Loous o SAL LG, Wil LROT WL suE PR A I A A
the mon ond stood up for them whenever onything hnppened. The BAW of A
da.d this muoh bottor then tho UHT had dones Elshoff did not like the
7 vory rmuch bocuuse it protected the men so muuh bettor. I never
R
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heard him 8.y unyvthing cbout it, but I could %ell

fram the woy he coted and the cspressians on his feoe,
+ etos, thut ho did not like the PM/ very wells. Howe

ever, I nevver heard hi sty &nything cbout the UMi.
Twice in 1936, hcwover, I did Fo-r "soer F.loetti, the mine superjine
tendunt scy that sooner or leter 2ll:tho men would be beok under the
U7 tnd once he said thut they would be better off wll together in
the scme union. He seemed to wint thit the mer belong to the UM/ but
never stid anything cbout ite I did not know nush wbout what wes going
on cmongst Elsheff und Fuloetti, but these remerks were mode in my
prasences Thut was bafcre the striko in 1937.

"In 1936 there wero same mun who hod been otuaing troubdble
in the mine end hed been tried by tho Union, but Elshoff cnd Folsottd
would not firc thoms I wns not at the tricls, end did not hetr Elshoff
or Fanlsettl soy coything obout it,

‘ "I went to tho Union mootings rogulsrly. They wore held twioe
u monthe The mincrs were vory loyul to the Union during ell the time
thet the PN were working wt the minc. Sometimes there would be over 400
men ¢t the union meotingse Sometimes therc would bo only 200 or so,
depading on the wocthor oto. Thonever there wus ¢ speoicl moeting

of the Union, almost o1l of thom ocme. Spooinl mectings were annownced
by plucing o notioc on the bullotin bonrd ut the minoe

"Tony FRctok, Charles Behennon, und Frenk austin end samo
of the other rom were Lryifiz® €¢ s“ust-troulblo tt the HIAG. I did not
heor any of thom tsk unyone %o joln tho Ui but I did honr thesc thres
suy to vthuor men that the PMY oontrtot wts not a retrototive oontrooet,
wnd somc cther things that wore not true about the BT contreot nd
cfficirlse I tlso suw Tony Ploteh hundling & petition &t the minc in
1936, I did not sce that petition.

%Fxcept for these men, *~. % I huve prmod and elso Joo ..1binose,
andrew Schrevevious, Donineg Prgquale, Puter!.Curter, Cctton arcrics,
John Sirtcut, 'Jrory Juouwuy, who wore « lmys conploining about the
wrs ‘the rM1 was boing run I did not hear uny of the mom working there
omnplofr ebout the Unions They wore ull sutisifod mth the urrungnents
f for wages, ctoe

- "The dry before the strike, or slose to the strike, Frloetty
g o ycllow papor thit ceme out of the comptny
: offisc, «na isked hl to rond it to ths mens Thore were copleos of it -
¢ for the men, but none of us took it.. mﬁrmro&d it, ond it
: s.id something tbout the tomvorary contruet with tho mine not “huving
o retroactive slouse in its Wo d4d not pey nny ettention booause we laow
thet it id have,

B
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INTERVIEN WITH "4 oouple of duys pefore the strike wes uallcd%

Unicn. It wos held in the duy time beocuse thut wts
not & work daoy. &t thet meeting alnost cll of the
zen ot the mine were presents Thers were more thon 400 presents I wos
theres at thut meeting, wo decided thot we would not go baock to work
until Elshoff and Foloetti had fired the mem who hod been tried hy the
union wnd explelled. The next doy none of us went down in the mine at
all. We denmunded to Foloetti thot these men be dischorgeds I heerd
Faloettl refuses He guve us ome exouse thut the men oould belang cto |
ony union thut they wunted toe 1 do not know whei duy it wos th:t

light oira were cuming to the surfrces I believe that it wes the day
before the strike, I do not know whot reison there wos for the light
ourss I do pot ronll that thers wms tny disoussion tbout wuges Lt the
time of tho strike. The refuscl wus to work with the 12 men who hud boen
tried ond expellad by the union in 1938. The doy of the strlke we
sgteyed tround cnd did not worke uabout the pext week, we went out in

the morning end wutched to sse if onyono ocame to worke about 300 of

us wore there ut the roud on those mornings Just wuthohing. There wos
no picket line. Some of the men cume to work, and « fow went in, dbut
not very mony. ‘fe kept this up just & weok or so, staylng there only
about an hour in thce mornings

"Several times during thc sunmer of 1937 ufter the strike, I
went with the cummittes to the mine in order to try to get things fixed
up to go back to work. Frlcetti clwoys refused to firo the mem becaouse
of the sWogner aots He suid thot that act gave them the right %o belang
to any union that they any fit.

-

"In Septomber when thiy st.rted to open the mine rgnin, we ell
went out to the mino to sese who would show up. The first doy the 12
mon Who hid beon expelled from the Fifif uniun otmes 'fo did not atop
theme The next doy, about 300 of us showed up wund told Fuloettl that
if thoss 12 went down in the mine thot we wers goinge Yo lined up in
front of the pit to go downe Nune of us oxpeoted to go down but we were
rendye The 12 men did not go into the pit, tnd we doolded to stuy right
there on the propurty fo see thot the oumpany would not put wunything
cver on usas Elshoff would not decl with the Pfif tnd we were beginning
to think that he wus fovoring the Wfls Ho did not sign ony oontrect with
tnybodys e stoyed on the property until tho injunctione Whor the More
shall cume with the injunotion we left the property without axy trouble.
48 for os I know Elshoff did not try te opon tho mine after the injunctions
He would hive announcod it in the piper, and blowm tho whistle, but I
never heard thit he hud tried.

"In doy of 1937, ad fow days uftor the strike stirted the PMT
hod & petitiom, Folostti had told us that he hid c petition of over 300
sigohtures of the moa et the minc who wuntod to go for Ulfiie I hd hourd
that suoh o petlticon hid boon pcasocd, but most of tho fellews ol imed that
it wes ¢ froud, To 2how falocttl how we folt, we £11 lined up tnd wunt
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into Paloetti's offioe, «nd signed the peitiam
right there on his desk. Feloetti stood there and
watohed us for & while, until he got tired of i%,
and walked outs I do not kncw of eny other

petitions.

"During the time from December 1937 when the injunotiom cume
ani we left the Mine B property until the Wine opened in 1538 I wts
unemployed for over & yeur, and oould not find a job anyvvheres I finelly
got & job at one of the Punther Crggl: Mines, but I ocould not get t. good
vltge and did not meke enocugh money to live on. Hy mother was elck &t
thut tire, we mud & big doctor bill, and u large grooery till. The only
way thut we could settle up vas to sell our hame, which we did.

"During the tine of the strike I went out to the mine many
times with the committee in order to try uwnd get things straightened
put und go buck to work., Frleetti ignored us most of %he tipe thit we
went thercs Ho would talk with us, but would shake his hoetd vhenever
w6 muntioned tho 12 mon and weuld then chunge the subjsote I 40 not
rocll thet thers wus ony agreetent with the Union us to opening the
mine aguin in 193%. Thut was the first time he tried.

"I want beck to Mipe B L week or so &fter the mint reopened.
Therc¢ md boon & smull cave in und I oould not get to my room. After it
wus olewned up I went bzok to my sumo working plioe in the mine. "Most
of the men w.nt back to thy sime rooms. I W.8 minc stowerd tnd heard
the compluints .s they oume up. although 1 did not htve uny trouble, I
¥now thet the BL] mon wore given poorer rooms etc. when thore roams
peb:rzd out then the Ud{ men. Dirt wis beoing cumped on ¥he ours of the
Bii nen, their tools were baing stolen, tnd thoy ware beuton. Moy timos
I wo8 with the comnittce whan they ocompltined to Falcetti tnd Elshoff
ebout the conditicons, vnd thoy refused to do anything vbout ite They
ctsily could htve done scmething. He would sey thet he d4id not know
whut he could do about it, and would suy tlr.t ho would send one of
the bosses to check on it, but none ever dide I whis in Folochti's office
tilmost every morning. The sume thing h.pponed every duye 1 never
hetrd either Frleetti or Bishceff sty enything snbout ohunging Unions
ote. Muny tires when we went to tho office, the UMT oamittes would
alrondy be there, and whon we ofme in, thuy would quit tulking. I do
not knew if tho wes teking c-re of thuir compluints or not.

"I do know, however, ta.t wltor somebody joined tho WY thit
dirt w.s not found in their cotl, th.t thoir tools were not being etolem
any more, and thoy were soon token out of their room, tund put intot
good romm, That wos coammon knowlcdge tbout the mine.

"Thon the mine roopenod, thoro wis no evidenoce of wny big
otve in or fire th.t I sawe 'hon I first want into the mine, nbout
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"The'n t‘bé uino roopﬁned :
“as Alr Cheokero T ¢aw hir many tfpes in the w
going sround talking with the men ard try'ng %o get thea to q}mn;. Gver %o
the MH. o never bad ap Alr Checksr &t Liat time Tor the 18 ) %mr'
worked there umtil '

, "In January 1041 e '
" bad just oane to the mins throstened to beat me uwp. BSaue of the Deputy -
Sheriffs stoped the fighting but 31d not do snything sboyt $te 1 sav
soveral trghts here, and saw old men beaton apd out upe, T sa¥ game’ of t?u
‘got hit, In Jequary 1941 T wos fremed in the theft of scme ocal o&rn sl T
wes dischargeds I throctensd to take the matter to courd and mike them % G
pay for all the lost time 1 had. A oouple am 1latar tha: offared %q roinnbaﬁ.
me, but I had sesn enough at the mine, the bsatings op ths old men, lnd o3 '
the troudbls, ond the times thet they tad “started to try to byat pes, X A
clded thet T would not be alle to go ‘b&olc and work there under thm “Gondi€ oGs
_“and so T 41d not returns I 4id vote in the NIRD slostion whloh wi i;‘au N
ey shorti.g after that beoause 3 bld ‘basn eonpla;md - 3 thc day thp.t enyloyeea '
A 01 ib Oo t _)’ . : : )

o - Mty t!.mes n the morninga, Yhen~ :
mittee, men we know as good standing PMY men dome to the offioe €nd o Kod
" ‘or worke Bvery tine Faloetti would tell them thet tho wera Dot hiring "o
that day. A day or so later, samé men that ncpe of us Ynéw would oqmo dnd .
_"ask for employment, and Faloattl would hire thamiy 1o 'lould naﬁ thom \iﬁl‘
" Doson they belonged to, and thay would almoak alwiys say, that they |
belm; to uny micn. rw dcxc later thﬁy would 'have I}wf soxds

T e e ran of 1937 when ine m mxa &5 elootl taionig ;‘no
mployces of Wino B, thore wes no troyblo et ally I do nok reenll danotly’’.
. * ahore that élootion was hold, dut I o rooall tmat’ thpro w5 uot. kroudle;
. aboyt {ts Thero wore sermrul UMY ‘orginizors arounde _"mey 414 not”
o do!unoq or uh,ythi.ng. The PHUW or%aniz,ers had ned talfcoq lza In
. “ime, Yosrusa they kaow how we all Pelt about the thicnss 'l‘g;ero o
S s oreolin oF anything of that sorts. The Petnen told a;x tho aen tha
5. 6d 8 Flght to vote, and nat they cugiy Lo vobes  If tHo’ mo:q 414 nok
"ty of getbing to vote, the FiSY men did find gqne‘bu!y to give them ¥
',Thare waré no thronts af;out what would pa 12 thoy did nod votd e{w,r ‘
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h 1. o!' Inveltigﬂm.
boan maﬁo fo ho o o‘Sta.’..n thfl ;tatemant*

- '1 jomeg the ﬁnited iisne
offieo {n ey union. I atarted
o 3. l1axr

ik the bime Moot ; pure
tions botweom Elshoff &nd the UMM. Wors %o st of my ‘!mowiedgo
satisfaotory, tod things roa slong moothlys = Da 1952 the mihofs gonqml

: f‘j worae pct pleased with the a;recmunt whioh Lowis tﬁd signcd with {;ha

operetors 1n vwhlqh ho cgreed e a “réduoed pay réte for the minerse .
‘minira hed a vote among themsolves and voted fiot £ uoocpt the Lewid
agroornmty  Then tho union of the Pt Qroﬁs}g&gino \mrjkera of Smer. oR
dbortcd upe I ettondod domo of the Twobings which ware held By th
ntnorg_ und whioh rcaulted in thd egtablls}acnt ‘of the P.HA; a1
_ toko any aotive p&rt in the orgﬂnlg&ti(m of t’p ? H.AA, bub X ild %
_Pors the cqtabnsbmeut * %he ngw unfons ’i'ho ‘rotsons L voted fof. the'
‘now wnlod werd fhat X e obposed fo thé nimordis, extra asgogshonts
LB and Purthor T belloved thbk tho UMM, was gotting too’e Y
"aa shewi, by tho stoaling of ‘balloty ang Qé"nmoroua wasogsmentd and the
" gotion of Lewis In slgning tha ng amcn® with tho oporetor ins
" wishos, 93 tho m;‘?eru . G s A W
o 5 ,h}ﬂ
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embu-mi itl o‘loua
b. things *-i prety -&u .

: e - “ Yotwoen mho:f aui
snd there wero ne :triten $o the 'bht ol
" bean an codasiopal work uto’ppa hriwq’

‘e cane Aol e X PP .s:l.

tomomber sxy strike 1 B lwn. 09 uuu Wi § v u,l.vuw pin !nu
nent and T never heard of dny atioripts Yy ny? o ﬁluattiz ﬂ,t
Jthe PN A. loadors in Bny waye To the Dok 'ﬁ\a Aol |
T Blahoff sor Paloottl ever mudd 1113 éxprossi n

. mor did t.hey svor try bo getﬂln,y thn m} tg fo

.'x > zr‘s E -:_; T L

' _ ‘Juat prior t=o llay 1087 fmmbr g ¥
in the wash house at Wige 3 being 41ikeq %o by Dant
Tomr Plotoh Who wore tryin; to ‘et the ms

- 7 "‘I’ha mujeriv ‘of t.ho fsmdbors af P.ﬂ,&a ‘wore sntiaﬁﬂ Ii{h ’
way things were going ond had no fedl$ to find with the way the anjm
was deing ruse Tn the fow uniom {PM.A.) heotings that 1 attonded,’
nemder had the the right to the floor et any Yime %o scy snything tha§.
he wished. Howovey, I dan't know too much adouy thia boocuse I vos hok

too hte;exted 1n unicn nffairc and did not attend au the P.H.A.'. meate

- ; tc v mow nnﬁ:ﬁm abu“ the mmz- from 1933 ¢

! don't kndi tho attitudo of the union or the membora towird thom B¢
szuse I was not too Intorcsted ia wnicn affairse I do pemsider Rﬂt there

aro ng spooial asesasmonts roguested of the membérs Yy P.M.a., and I know
that there wero no kiok-beeks to the !’.!l.&. olfieialse Fro:; 1052, \gﬂ;ﬂ. :
1957 the U.N.W. did not pot up & plcucej Amw oF distridbube any ‘k“pu‘n
1iterature, %o the Yest of my Ynowledges I 3o not lnow {f UM W hn;l e
“orgenirers in Nine B, but I do mow thet I hetrd the fallowing me‘n hmng
to groupe of miners at differont times,’ trylng to glt the ninerq £ Join
" tho UMW, Dominie Prsaqunlo, Frank Auskin, Tony Plokoh, ot Axﬁx&&b
and JunmieXfhlos Wmn P,Moh e noohers, ‘%‘\i}

pnid Yy the UM%, I fon't "

theso men &nd the mﬁnﬂgeaqnt or gv ors ?f‘!&nc

AT A A :"s: > F
S R "Lhaﬁwm‘rv mﬁi" anythin
. soring of 1337 08 T wups 4XY apﬂ umbIo zo &
' Howoyer, I wus working Joilys " As (uf o
. the P.!!,A. v 114 not get as gpod o bre:ﬂ;
" would, but ‘on the gontrary I, na wel) ag
. sakisifled ‘ﬂlﬂl the PM.W qml di& not v
.. ¥he UMy " I do ot rexxom‘beg 2 Q
'dm or a'bogpages-‘ % #




P par haf &n elmim ﬁl
Springfield for the purpose of Jeter
to represent the miners &
. T went to the eleotion of my A
oause I thought tet was fhe beut mi.mi, :p‘
_at Him Bo A TR o

. e M "‘
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S 'In the fall of 1937 ] 8 of the |
the nine was going to Yo recpened, and that ?-KA- h%sd 4@91@0&:&9
{f the UMW, men were sllowed %o work, !.-.}B P, o 3 gio‘ke‘k the mine
I do not know what errangoments the PM.A, dad mede the' oo
plcketing nor when it eturted, Wien %tﬂd Qe t;hat he wad golng
the plckes 1ime, I daoided %o ego with %icipéto in the pi
Ings T0 the best of wy knowledge the pioket 1ing corsisted mly e i/
members of local §54 of P.H.b.- The PM.5, 614 pob threaten us in ony
* way to koep us fram workings The . ose of the isetlj.xpngﬁ}:eq
... tho U.MLW,. men frm worki.nﬁ, and no!' o }geop gha
3 l

P angesr i g SRy

- A aamplé ot dnys beron i lof& )B.no B o my ., 1987, T
. qall thM T signod & petitlon glved to me Ty & PMA. peas 1 don't Fou
" call what the potition waa fore I think 4% ml&h% hove tosh b Eoti¥ic
to ‘tho operators to diacbarga sme zn!neﬂ, £ 3 4 aﬁmot max )
. T 438 not sign any other pokition altes t‘hﬁkiiﬁe‘ 1 wis neve
: approached W eay UJI-‘I. orgaqizar for the p éoaé;pt ;oh;ing tho.-
UM We 0" Tk

P

;?

T | gas m the pioket 1ine for ahout
_ 1931 und 418 not go out_ %o Nine 3 agafn unt:
‘ 'lb"ﬁtﬂl’ 41m¢ I saw a notlcs 1h A daﬂy geper. tha {n}q.ne ):§ \'(0\11§ i'aopﬂ\t
B gthought that I'wns Woll tnough %o etart mining sgains
“to thh ming sod talked with Faloottl who told md et my pung
”._.f “on tho flat of men. %o };o +mpléyody e an;
" for #ly pame dot be ho Tist, Aftoy a_shdrg
7 told mé thuf he woul f‘spm 50/50* “with o end put Iv m@»
';niddla of the liste Ho gove me NQ Fouadus Tor thid propegitlen
. d41d not dgk ‘me_ if I yod a aﬂm‘b&r of P4, 5 di,& mﬂ:" oy ¢
Join* < Fhg YME, ‘Qome Mmo »tur, I qu_
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£y "Iwaan'nployedgt ogt{o 7og ¢ Pouf years
1932 mtil 12, 1937, ,'I.y;n employed t.hem af the %2&

Progressive line iio;k of é@;% % yas organised,
pember ‘T"that. Thion. t.er he ressnrg Jane Yorkers
organized, I wss satisfied with them in evafy way' Q.(\d dxd
‘tao ¢hanga Dnions, At the 'bi.m of s strike Iwas 6
"#d not want to cha ¥ was working at thedné at the
Btrike. ) ¢ was npt n% tha peebing held Eha nig}xt Se
on vhe of Uha girike I vwas Delows {.lr ipading :.uu,
134 nothin::{ all about 8 pbrike. When X came up [ saw tbat- ,
...__, . been quite § few small cars lopded Ut day Iwa; sur
m ) . that a strike had Bedn called, I do ngt'fen
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RE: JOHN L., LE IS, ET AL

INTLPVIC . “I7F E "I did not sign a UL U oetition or n:v Othar
(contimed) petition in the Sumuer of 1937- _ -

"T do not knov of the formation of a nwv U ¥ ", local 7469 July 29, -
1337.

"] aticnded sone F M 4L m.ctine in the Suiner of 1937, but I do not
r_ibur vhat took plzee. I was not throoi.onod =t these nmeetings. So far as
T knov thore was no vioglence in the sun er of 1957. ' :

"Sangtine in Scutoidber, 1337 I was inforncd thot P ¥ L hed e picket
linc at iinc "E". I went to ldnc "B" as a picket about four de;s aft.r the
wiczoting startzé, as I thou ht I would enjoy acting as a pfcket. ¥ vanted
to act 2s a picket and no onc threutencd ne if I did not act as a pickot.
Tncre wes no force or wiolence when I was a piclict. I becawe sick after
about = wontl: and a half of picketing and return homc. hile zt homc I heard
an injunction had bown obtuined to prevent piecketing of lidne "B". I em un-
abl: to ke a stotozent as to the attitude meub s of F I A took toward
the Imjrctisa as I took no interost in 1%, No pickets vers broucht in, all
piciiets werc local,

#T did not know of an atteagt to open Mine "B* Dec. 13, 1337.

- "I voted at the N L R B election Dee. 15, 1937 for P M A. The electio:
vas foir and no threats vere nade to anycne. So far as I knov the pirers of
Minc ¥B" went to vote voluntarily end no one was carried to vote by F ¥ ..

[

*T did not know of an attempt to open Mine “"B® on Jan, 4, 1938.

9T wcs enplored by th ' §cal Mine in the first part of
1336 as z rdner_and 1 did not take any intercst in Mine "BY after I was

= wplo*n,d at the Mine, therefore, I am unable to furnish any infor-
nztion subs.gucnt to the first »ert oo i438 concerning line "BY, -

"I recoived notice to report for work at Mine #B7 in Nov. 1939, ‘but
I did not report for work as I uas enplo) ‘ed, nor did I toke ar;” interest
in the epening of the aine.
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