Mr. Ladd -2 - 8~28-43

. ACTICN: q advised Mr. Coleman that in response to his request, the
complete matter would be taken up with you so that a ¢lear and definite ex~

pression of the Bureau's desires in the premises could be forwarded to Mr.
Coleman. Mr. Ccleman definitely understands, however, that the procedure is
highly undesirable from our point of view,

3:L5 PM - Addendum:

Mr, Coleman called again at this time and stated that he had just found
out that the Tax Division had taken the matter up

. unfortunate occurrence, he was not in a

, regard to the independent investigation %}
interfering with and being to an apprec ble
Bureau!s investigation,

extent an exact dupl cation of the

Respectfully,

2L Wby

F. L. Welch




| VER ( (’ . Tolson

. E. A, Tamm__

Fedtieral Burpau of Fnuestipation “r_' g::::n
5' fnited States Bepartment of Iustice Mr. Ladd
5 . Mr. Nichols
: - L Mashinnton, B. €. Mr. Roses
( - = September 9, 1943 Mr. Traey_______
j Call: 8:00-6:06 p.m. - Mr. Carson
;. Dictated: 8:L0 p.m. Mr. Coffey
Mr. Bendon
Mr. Eramer
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D, M. LADD Mr. McGuire
Mr. Harbo
& Mr. Quion Tamm__
b RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, et al Tels. Room
T CIVIL RIGHTS & DOMESTIC Mr. Nease
:- - VIOLENCE Misgs Beabm
R Miss Gaady
BN At this tine SERENIENY i» »ny office honically con= a
SN tacted the Springfield Office and advised Agenthwho is
e acting in Mr. Hallford's absence from the office, that the Departmemt ™.

had been contacted relative to the requests which had been made by
certain of the miners who had given signed statements to Agents at Spring-* b
field, Ilinois, in the above captioned matter, as a result of which Mr.
Frank Coleman of the Department had verbally indicated to *today :
that the Department's attitude 1s as follows. Under no circumstance® does the ® _
Department desire that copies of stutements be given to any lawyers who might / \
request sare. In addition be furnished him with the advice of M¥r. Coleman '
that coples of statements should not be furnished to any of the individuals

if they requested them but rather that they should be referred to the Attorney
General or the Criminal Division of the Department in connection with any such

_'""t

reguest. REUORD
“\DE_\EL I i/ - y \;"
' as apprised by Agent f the f ~t.

was planning e at Springfield, Illinois, sometime late torﬁght or'
early tomorrow and that Mr. Coleman planned to spend a week ﬁhers égert1943
as advised that previous Bureau instructions as to ¢ontac EJ?'L v ll
an while he was there should be followed and any requgsts for additiona
investigation which might be made by Mr. Coleman should be [referred by It
Coleman to the Bureau through the Department at Washingtonlunless in Mr. &
Hallford's opinion the ratter was such as could be said to be nothing more = b
than an extension of an approved procedure, already in existence. ¢

Agent%‘stﬂed that in connection with the request which has
been made for coples of statements already furnished to Agents, there have
been very recent indications that certain individuals are contacting the
miners as they leave the mines and are inquiring of the miners whether they
have furnished staterents to any investigators recently and these individuals
are el!"er suggestion to or counseling the miners that if they have not given
statements they should tell any investigators that naight contuct them for

'ﬁ]@ﬁ‘, statements that on the advice of Attorney Fitzgerald they do not wish-

LRLTRED | %AYED

L’ml;;‘ COPIES DESTRS
' R411JAN\1 1962




L

-2 -

to furnish any statements. Attorney Fitzgerald has been previously mentioned
in this case as being the attorney in whose office Ray Edmondson, one of the
subjects in this case, had a meeting with four or five of the miners who are
reported as having been members of t.he\Progressive Mine Workers Union during

dha +trvmamihlad+dime hatwamrn that Tnd An nﬁﬂ thalTlrnd dad HMinae Wanbane TTnd an hadwann
WEIT Wl VU LVLAGW VIWNMT VORRTOLL Ll v UVLLLVILIL Gdiu  WilG EUIJ* LU BAdIT NV LG D Ulll Vil LU vwNTAL

1937 and 1941, and which individuals were also reported as having acted as
sples in the Progressive Mine Workers Union for the benefit of the United ¥ine

Workers Union. This angle of the case is belng closely watched by the Spring-
field Cffice and Agent hs requested to advise the Bureau by letter of the

circurstances of the matter s0 it could be referred to the Department for its
consideration.

11-,

F. L. l‘elch
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August 19, 1943 C o vrmey

hr Carson _........
Mr. liendon..... .. _.
Mr. Mumford ... .
For. Swarke .
Vo Quing Tamm ..
Alr. Nease. . .. .____.
T ose Gandy ..

Flem ... ... ...

MEMORANDUK FOR THE DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BURFAU OF INVESTIGATION

Re: Mine "3B" -- Wiolations of
Section 51, Title 18.

I am attaching e photastatic copy of
the petition signed on May 26, 1937, by mem=
bers of th%rogressive Mine Workers of America

and presented to Mr. Elshoff. ([;: - L/

Respectfully,

ELL BERGE,

Brnolosune
No. 218
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE !NFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of &gfollou:ng statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption{(s) .byg-/ . with no segregable
material available for release to vou.

Information pertained only % a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Document(s) originating with the following govemmem agencviies) . _ _ e
, was/wore furwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies), ... . . .
. __ a& the information originated with tbem You will

be adnsed of axaxtabnlltx upon r9mrn of' the material to the FBI.

Page(s} withheld fur the following reason(s):



- ¥ederal Burean of Inuestigation
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice

Springfield, Illinois
September 2, 1943

Director, FEBI &

Res JOBN L. LEWIS, ET AL
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

Dear Sir:

In connection with the above—entitle Lef and in con-
nection with an interview had with § i i
be recorded in the first report submi om this of fice on

September 4, 1943, the following additional information is fur-
nished to the Bureau.

e oa ao ., R . .4 £ i3

LIring uvne ew vo;mba.rlq fumished
Special Agent a Panpﬂe—h entitled "T eciing of
the Miners' Tnlon ; NGT(N, Former -osidert , Dis-

ted Mine Workers of America, now dsceased. F

ated that the information contai in this pamphle
furnish a good beckground on JOWN L. . BHe however
pointed out that he did not desire anyone, other than the

Federal Bureau of Investigation, to be apprised of the fact
that he had furnished this pamphlet because he feared he might

be seversly injured by the Thited Mine Workers should any of

then discover that he had furnished this pamphlet to this
Bureau. He pointed out that approximately one year ago he was
& severely beaten to the point of having a concussion of the
s brain and his teeth kicked out by wembers of the Thited ¥ine
Y Workers and he was afraid to take any other cha.ncea.
¢ ' MOR T’DT NFFY
14 Photostatic copies of the pamphlet Wore n:nde and two
copies of the same are being formarded herewith to the DBureau, f"}‘

Tt is thought that the Bureau may desire the background infor- - S -

il

e mtion contained therein concernirg JOHN L. LEWIS and that the
i i Bureau may want to furmnish the Department one copy for its

: Z ’ information, without disclosing the knowledge of the ‘confidential /t
source from which it was obtained. (e copy is being retained

in the SSingfield fila, RECOLLED & I o1

- h‘l‘. 4 -
: Al
IPIES DESTROYEH RE %Eb oo Vory truly yours,

113’&&%@62 ,azm T iy
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Assistant Attosrney General Tom O, Clark

J. Bdgar Hoover - Director, Fedsral Burssu of Investigatien

Subject: JOHN L. LSWIS, ET AL
~  ". " CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMPSTIC VIOLENCE

There is transwitted harewith a photostatio copy of & pamphlet
entitled "The Wrecking of the Miners' Union,” by Frank Farrington, former
President of District #12, United Mine Workers of Americs. A oopy of
this pamphlet was obtained from & very confidential souroe, and it is
reliably reporied that Frank Farrirgton is now daceased.

A oopy of this pasphlet is forwarded to you for Any informatiom
{1 may conisin pertaining to the baockground aotivitias of subject lewis,

nclosure {
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_'_me‘mbershlp had d'wmd.ledf until
members were left — 43, 203 of these v.ere; I,Iunm

Té nt tids an




Kentuckg rfduced from
'the boulh e__tern mlmng distric

organme. ahd where -for Thore | than i
dly orga.mzed the Uruon, his dwing _
 diies paying m nbe

‘;X’




‘are opened where only one is needed to supply the norm
_demand for coal, and the struggle for markets is constant
" and fierce. Thoee who cap sell their coal the cbeapest
the ma.rfie'ta.. To sel!' cheaply one must produce cheaply =
_and in the effort to redyce production costs, wages are cut-.,. _
to the booe and’ working conditions are shamelesdy de-
graded unless there is some restrammg force and Lhe 'only

ng foroe the ‘miner has is his Umq
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tal status of injustice and’

d, gaining in numerical
Bours of labar end bet-




_known to gullxble pohticmps who have favora
~and who think he still represents 3. Union of half a million’
men. ~Lewis still gr dﬂoquently prates of the Miners'
‘ its former umer:ca] strength
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