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Tptes  Auguet 8, MY v
Y} BAC, Springfield . \ ke
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Trea;  J, Mgar Rover - Direstor, Podirel Durvas of Igweetigation

Subject; JOWN L, LEWIS, BT AL
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCR

There are tranaadited herewith eoples of thres assorends dabed

 shguat 13, 1943, from \he Orisinal Pivision of the Departaent, &nd emp-
Yoosd, 71, 73 sed 13, respectively, *Ming 'B' - Violations of Bestion £,
o » ' 4 - e

It 1s Doted that thess mdworands ooutals invesiigative suggestions
Bet forth by the Criminal Vvision snd are forsarded fer your informs~
“fon and sssirtanes in sondueting Nartier Sawetigatien Sa Shis sstier.

The investigative saggestions of the Criminal Division should be
Y1y developed unless & specific resson exists as to wiy & partieular
ngee ton should not be osrried ewt.
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Suiied Staies Bepartoieni of Jusiice
Springfield, Tllinois
September 6, 1943

Director, FRI

R, g

he : uunw L. IA/IS, RAY EDMINDSON,

R J;7JANES, Officials of

t.h jted Mine workers of America;
URGENT CARL H. ELSHOFT*‘ Owner ine "B",
Springfield, T1 ]:131015.
CIVIL KIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.
. Dear Sir:
i
‘ For the Lﬂi‘armatl on of the Bureau, the following investigation
1 is requested of the Indianapeolis, “washington Field, San Francisco,

Buffalc and Cleveland field divisicns, in view of the fact that the enumer-
' ated officials of the National Labor Relations Board, who are reported

to have participated in liine "B" countroversy between 1937 and 1941, are
believed to reside within the area of the field divisions as set out below.
For the information of all field divisions concerned this case must re-
ceive the most expeditious attention. In view of the extreme emergency
and expeditious nature of this investigation, and if this field division

is to meet a deadline set by the Bureau, a report of the results of this
investigation must be in the hands of the Springfield Division within

seven days of the receipt of this letter. e T—— fo - :

For the information of all field divisions concerned the 9727'
Department has requested a full and complete investigation into the %"K
charges that JOHN L. LEWIS, President of the International United
tine jorkers of America Union, RaY EDITNDSN, President of District 12

(Illmo:.s), United Mine lorkers of America, and ALTTR J. JAMES,
Secreta Ty »mncnrnr, District 12 (Q+Q+P of T111n01Q\ and CARL H.

i

ELSACFF, owner of they&ine "B f"oal Corpany, a coal mine in Springfield,

Tllinocis, conspired duriig The Years-1937 to 1941 in viclation ol Section

51, Title 18, U.S.C. to injure and oppress ELSHUFF's employces in the

free exercise of the right secured to them by the Naticnal Labor Relations

b3 Act. According to the m rmation furnished by the Department, it is
alleged that the sum of s paid from the years 1937 through

T, 1941 by officials of the Unlte Mire workers of America to CARL H. EI..SHOFF/

Le B,
$i:23 2 ¢c Indianapolis (Encl.) S.D. RECORDED rz}j (J.L_; -~ ‘_.:
Washington Field (Encl.) AMSD : AT e
San Francisco {Encl.) alSD bxlioakD [* £ J 5
CToRY]  Burfalo (incl.) AMSD Ll R 15 ‘

' Cleveland (uncl ) AMSD

UNITED
UTATES
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Director, FBT . - o -2

N

ogressive ltine Workers of America.

18, U.s.C.

Attention Indiznapolis:

RRY! Y]

Attontion Washingbon Field:

attention San Francisco:

4

sttention Buffalo:

JAIES C

9-6-43

with the intent to induce ELSHOFF to impose unfair labor practices upon
his employees, who were at that time nembers of the rival wmion, the -
If it can be proven that ELSHOFF
and the officials of the United !fine Workers of America conspired to
deprive members of the Progressive liine Workers of America of their
rights, as secured by Section 7 of the National Labor Relations act,
there can unuoubtedly be established a violation of Section 51, Title

The Department advises that the following individuals were of-
ficials of the National Labor Relations Board who actively participated
in the Mine "3% controversy between 1937 and 1941,
furnished the following names and th¢ best addresses available:

The Department has

L.\RK, formerly National

Labor Relations Board Field Examiner

working out o
now reportoed
Indiana,

Chicago, Illinois,

-

Ind$anapolis,

0. §jk§HITH, formerly National
Labor Relations Board Field
Examiner, Chicago, Illinois,
now Director of the Field
D,iViSion in .‘.UhaShingtm, D. C-

I. SﬂébﬁRFth, formerly Acting
Regioral Director, MNational Labor

Relations

ard, 13th Region.

Yow in J.ashington, D. C. with
the 0ffice of Strategic Scrvices,

MARTIN<LJ‘NER formerly National
Labor Relations Board Field —_

I1linois.

- Examiner, 13th Region, Chicago,
Now National Labor

" Relations Board Regional Director,
* San Francisco,

\-‘

MEYER S{CRYDER, formerly National
Labor Relations Board Field

Examiner, Chicago, Tllinois. Now
Regional Dirsctor, Buffalo, New

York,

. Eoam
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Director, FBI ‘ -3- 9-6~43
’ - . “‘
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, Attention Cleveland: 6. LXPATTERSN, formerly Regional

| Director, Kational Labor Relations
Board, 13th Region.. Fow General
Counsel, United Rubber Workers,
"Akron, Ohio,

i

The Department requests that each of the individuals snumerated above
be interviewed to determine whether or not they have information regard-
ing the issues of this case beyond that which is reflected in the file
of the Wational Labor Relations Board. WMany of these individuals con-
ferred at length with ELSiO"'F EDMIIJ]SLII JAMES and others involved in
this case, :

t of which this office is in possession o extremely voluminous
photostats and exhiovits. Because of the large volume, it is not
possible to furnish in letter form all background information concern-
ing this case. From one interview already conducted, it is believed
highly p0551b1e that these individunls may not recall a great deal of
irformation other than that which was nmade a matter of record of the -
National Labor Relations Board file at the time and which file is in
the possession of the Department, Howswbr it is highly desirable to
interview these individuais at length to determine what additional
irformation they may have, what their attitude in the matter is,
whether or not they will make good witnesses and for all details which
they may recall.

For the information of the Indianapolis Pield Division; JAMES C.
CLARK was Pield Examiner for the 13th fegion, National Lador Relations
Board, with headquarters at Chicago, During December 1940 and January
1941 it is known t he k24 conversztions with CARL H, ELSHOFF, owner
of ;Mine ", OSC ~LCETTI, Superintendent of Mine "3", RAY EDMWNDS(N, & _
LEMNSEL, attorney or the company, andm, attorney for the
Progre551ve Mine ‘iqrkers of America.and itis also knowm that he inter- //
viewed a large number of employees of Yine "B", which at That TIme was
operating as an open shop, who was also 1nvolved in a requecst of the ’{/,/'
"Progressive Mine Workers of America for contempt proccedings in case Vel
No., XIII - C- 473, involving a stipulation dated iugust 10, 1938, signed
by both unions and the company., It will be important to determine over
what pcripd of time CLLRK was active in the liine ¥YB" matter. If he
were connected with the matter on May 12, 1937, whether or not the dis-
missal or the refusal to dismiss the twelve miners expellied from the

Mo ek
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Director, FBI' -{- | L ) 9-6-43

Progressive Htine workers of america was ever taken up with him by CiRL
ELSHOFY to determine whether or not this might be ard wnfair labor
practice, It should be determined whether or not RaY EDITNDSOM or
1aLTZR J. JaMES ever showed !, CLARK any petition or other form of
group Signatures such as application cards or membership cards,

Prior to ELSIOFF'S signing a contract with United Minec Workers of America
on aurust 13, 1937, or subsccuent thereto, and prior to December 15, 1937

+
when Uhe 4"-| -r-c-t }1L‘tlcnal T'_\"\r\'h Rela-!-lnhe nn::v'r‘ o‘inn‘!‘ﬁnh was “eld'

For the information of the uashlrgton Field Office, Mr. 0. S. SL'II'H
was Ficld Exzminer out of the 13th Region, Chicago Office, Fational Labor
Relaticns Bozrd, Mr, LEOUARD JURK, Regional Director, during part

‘'of the MMine "B" controversy, on interview has advised that SIITH was the

Field “xaminer most familiar with ine “"3Y matters. 8ince he is presently
connected with the lational Labor Rclations Board in ‘Washingbon. there is
ro doubt but what he will have access to any files necessary in connection

HLth th}_s lﬁtter. AJ.r.a chnn"lr] 'hcx 'n_\wf"\h“Tn'r\'TTr q"3aticr|r>r§ Y ”:n Hnn'f'hn'r' or

not CaRL ELSHOFF ever contacted him on or about Hay 12, 1937 for an

opirion as to whether or not the dismissal of or the refusa.l to dismiss
the twelve miners expelled from the Frogressive Mine liorKers of america
on May 11, 1937 was an unfair labor practice. He should also be questioned
38 to whether or not R.Y zZDEINDSON, 4.lTUR J. JoES or any other official
of thc United lfinc workers of amcrica ever showed to him a petition or a
group of application cards or membersnip cards widch would purport to
prove that the United Mine uorkers of america had a majority of the
miners sicmed up in 1dne "3" prior to that union'!s signing a contract
with ELSHOFF on august 18, 1937, or aftur that and prior to thec llational
Labor Relations Board election on December 15, 1937. _ny informotion
in@icating that ELSHOFF and ENDSA were wverking together in connection
with this matter or any eccasion vhen 5 ITH mary have been contacted by
both individuals would bec important to this case. Mr, SIUITH should be
questioned concerniag thewtational Labor Relatio s Board clection of
December 15, 1937 after wiich the Urited Mine »orkers claimed fraud 'in
connection with the cleéction, He should also be guestioned as to whether
or rot any investipation s made by the Hatiopal Lator Relations Board
on the allegation of fraud in the clection and what, if any, was the
conclusion of the investigation.

For the further information of the i/ashington Ficld Division, it is
known Mr. DUKFILW represented the hataonal Labor Relations Board in a
stipulation and agrcement between Mine “B" Coal Company, Progressive.

Iinc orkcrs of smerica and United Mire ljorkers of imecriea, which was ‘f
mgm.d on .;ugust 10, 1938 He also reprcsanted the Hational Labor - e
Relations Board in a decision and order of the lUationzl Labor m—..n_ tions

Board, which was dated Scptember 19, 1938.



Director, F3I . =5= ’ 9-6=43

This office is unable to advise the San Francisco and Buffalo offices
of any of the activities of (LRTIN .4@IER or iEYER S, RYUER, who the
Tepertment states, were Field Examinors in connection with this ocase.

For the information of the Cleveland Office, G, L. P.TTERSON was
Regional Directur, 13th Region, National Labor Relations Board, follow-
ing LEOI.RD C. B.JoORK during thc approximate period of 1940-1941l. He
should be questioned concerning his knovledgk of the case, particularly
as to vhether or not RaY EDIINDSCN and ELSHOFF eyer appeared together at
his office concerning the -Minc "B" controversy, and if such is the case,’
the exact nature of their call. | : ST

For the assistance of all offices there is transmittcd herewith one
copy of 2 memorundum prepared by Spceial .agent which sets
out in brief a chronological resume of the principle incidents of intercst
in this investigetion. For your information the Bureau has instructed !
that only #experienced and well-gualified agents" be assigned to this
irvestipgation. B .

Tn the event that any of the men intcrviewed arc able to furmish
_any probative information, it should be rcduced to signed statements. .
Five copie¢s of this report should be lurnished to the 3urcau and three
to this office. Springfield is the office of origin, -

I again wish to impress upon you the importance of this investiga-
tion and the fact that it is imperative that these leads be covered.
immedistely. In addition it is the Burcau's dusire that you give this
matter your personal attention.

Very truly yours,

18 b9

R} o . R . .
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¥edrral Bureau of Investination

Hnited Etates Bepartment of Justice

i s Septaember ﬁ 1948 ~
Director, FBI 4 SPEC TAL mz‘g !

Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, etalj
CIVIL RIGHTS A.ND DOMEST IC VIOI.ENGE.

Dear Sir: ) >
\
The Bureau is advised that Speoisl Agents 4 CHEE——
Hw o ars in this office on special asdignmen BEcist in The
nvestigation of this metter, have been assigned to interviewing the
twolve so-ocalled spies of the U.M.W. in the P.M.W. of A. Local at Mine
B in Springfield, Illinois. They made ovontaot with each of the following
persons and they agreed to appear at the Sprmgfield Offioe for interview
at the times speocified;
L]
4
JamesXHale, 9:00 &.m., September 4, 1943, . .
: F’r_ﬁ;n“’inniﬂh’ 11.:00 8 .m., thi—nmhnvl A’ 194_3. s LS
Andr elevious, 2:00 p.m., September 4, 1943.
Johd"Ananias, 4:00 p.m., September 4, 1943,
Anthony lotoh, 10:00, September 5, 1543,

DominiodPasquale, 2:00 p.m., September 5, 1943,
EmerWa.oamy, 4:00 p.m., September 5, 1943,
- ‘ _
Mr. Bale, Mr. Austin and Mr, Jacaway were the only persons who kept
their appointments, although at the time of makifig each appointment, all

gaamad nnnnnrn‘t'ivn and willins t0 ocme 4o the Enw{ngf-. ald Offics for inters

viewg. Mr. Hale, Mr. AMstin and Mr, Jacawsy were seemingly cooperative and .
executed slgned statsments. g™
]
Dominio Pasquale was oontacted 'belephonioally and appears to have
forgotten his appointment.

ORI
Anthony J. Plotoh was oontaoted at his rosi ence on the morning of
September 8, 1943 by Special Agents [SENen: “CEEYand advised that on

Saturday mornin Q:ﬁ+nm1\.nwn4 1047 Tha 10

were the offioe or thé United Mine Workdr

DiNEOD nwd NAITNY ANTAWTAQ
nafiton and uun.n ANAN LAD

in* Springfield and were tal king

to RAY'EDMUNDSON. DOMINIC BASQUALE was downstairs and may have ocome
EDMUNDSON'S office later. He said there were some othery men there wh
had never seen before, He said EDMUNDSON oalleF?R ITZGERALD,

u/«/

4
hFCORDT“
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Director -2 - 9-E=43
attorney in Springfield, who came to the United Mine Workers offioce and
advized them that they should not make a statement to the FBI unless

he, FITZGERALD, was present at the interview, beoause they might inoriminate

themselves. Mr. PLOTCH stated that other persons were similarly advised
but did not know gpecifionlly. Mr. PLOTCH wae sooperative and willing

Lo R S s e ) o = e

to meke any statement his attorney might permit.

In view of the above attitude of the alleged spies of the U.M.W.,
these faots were telephonioally relayed to Mr. MUMFORD of the Bureau on
September 6, 1943 and later discussed wit:SEHNSEGet the Bureau. It
was pointed out that no interviews would be cmducted with these alleged
epies in the presence of their attornmey unless the Bureau was specifically
instruoted to do so through the Department. However, it was pointed out
to botneiib..  SEMend Mr. MJMFORD that Agents of this offioce would oon-
tact each of the allegoed sples personally to determine their attitude
toward an interview and they would also be questioned specifioally as to
what oocurred in the office of RAY EDMUNDSON on the morning of September 4,
1943,

This letter will oonfirm the telephone conversation of
and Mr. MUMFORD end the above investigative estep will be taken '
eaoh mlleged spy of the U.M.W, but again it is stated no detailed 1ntorvisw
will be had with any of these parsons unless they agree to be interviewed
without the presence of an attorney.

Very truly yours,

rA v T
FHs1lmj . FRED HALLFORD,
44=18 U f}q_ﬁ_,_ Speoial Agent ix ChArge,

N\
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Frederal Bureau of Inuvestigation _ u; /
\

Bnited States Bepartment of Justice
| Sl
Wx
Springfield, Nlinois .

August 11, 1943 . :
Director, PBI | ATRMATL SPECIAL DELIVERY

Re: JOHN L. LENIS, etal;
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMBESTIC YIOLENECE,

Dear Sir:

Reforence is mds to xy telephonie sonversatiom with Mr. MIFORD
of the Buretu om August 11, 1843, at whisk tme I inforaed hia that there was
& release in the 5%. Louls Pest Dispatoh umder date of August 8§, 13, in re-
prd te the ordered investigation in this matter.

I an enslosing herewith an {tem whiek appeared ia Inl:lo

e T Tand o W o s avsend dadod fAwvimcnd @ 1404® Bon  cho ama
BLGOVEL L) WE VIV AUQUEY Ty LAVIV) AR [OQWW o “

Po toh, 8%, louis, 3
mtter. It will bs noted hat s relesase >arries s Speingfield, Nlimcis,
[

I do noet knog who made #his release. Eowever, I recelived a
telephonie inquiry from thet Asscciated Press in this offise em the might of
dugust 7, 1943, st whish time I wea informed that sn inquiry had bdeen received
fiem the Asscoiated Press in Spriwglfield from a paper in 8%. lLouls

that the Assoeiated Press here osontact this effice in o to detornine the
namas of tha faurtssn snies whe allasedly workad for thaProsrassive Mina

Y &P vweem Syave weav TeeaTpvweg > ow sV gs TEwe YW

Workers of Amsries em & Zeoret payroll of %od " ne Workers of Amerien.
The Asscointed Press reprecentative here inromd that he mderstood frem
the paper in 3%, Louls that a relesse in %his matier bad Doen Eepered Wy
the Attorney General,

No publieity hme uppnrod in regard te thia hnrti:ntlen in the
Springfield papers.

yot. ‘ﬂa exhibits Weas. hbed by the Dopertmmt .utein s tremendous voluwe

af information whieh mmst bde thoroughly reviewed and ether files in $his office
ro proeseuntly deing revicwed for backgr:.:nd data in this osse., It 1is an-

Fleirated that the Lgmis engaged in this omss ea special at the present will ‘/‘(‘"

dagin intarviges with the alleged spies of the United Mine Workers by as leapt
Avgust 16, 1943, and that the lnuati;aﬂm_i{ﬁ”m nﬂ!ﬁ"ﬁru the$ point,

v oo pconons (44207 - e
L

SN f‘?“‘;




Direster -2- -11-4

I% appears from a review of he file in this otne and the
dats submitted by the Departasnt et at least ome sssountant will lave
%o spend oonsideradle time om this oase and 1% may be that the serviess
of an additiemn]l sceewmntant will be required from the Duresu.

It further appeara that afber initial fgterviews are eem~
dusted with the fourteem alleged sples of the Unived Mine Yerkers that
it my be n0ceessry ¢ requist sdditional experiemesd ageat perscmnsl
be sent to this field division Dy the Duresn in order %o expedite the
sempletion of 4this luvestigatiem,

The Burean will be further advised im Wis matter, ss well
as axy important develepmemts {n the investigatiom.

Yory tTuly ywurs,

PH:lnj

]
4-18 Speoial in Charge.
Rnole sure E f
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Progressives Getting
Cash From Edmund-
son’'s District 12.

B.1. INQUIRY BEIN
l ].-A_D.F_l ON PAYMENTS

MLinbLhg  DUNBU

MINE B DISPUTE

‘Payroll Was Secret, With|.

Agency Looking Into
Charges That Conspira
cy Existed to Violat
Labor Act.

By a Staff Correspondent of the
Post-Dispatch.
SHRINGFIELD, I, Aug. T.

i Foujeen members of the Progr
‘Isive Mine Workers of Ameri

{‘wer on a secret payroll of tfle
"} United Mine Workers of America
- during most of the time that the
"two untons were disputing control
> ine P here at Springfield, the
' Post-Dispatch has learned from a
i reliable source.

The 14 Progressives were paid in
cash out of funds of UMW JPi»s-
trict 12, which embraces Ill{pois.

Their names were never cagried
‘| on the books of District 12 for
sifear ‘that they might become
kfown. Disclosure would have

ant immediate reprizal by loyal
) ogressives, who have engaged In

a Jong and bloody warfare with the
powerfu] UMW,

ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH

Dated E=8=43
St. Louis, ¥issouri.

L]

& Inquiry by F. B. L

Theae secret payments are unfer

quiry by the Federal Bureaulof
-twrt?gatm which, or instructfon
0 orney General Francis Hid-
oy, _S__l“!hvvstigiung charges that a
oonspiacy existed to vioiate the
National Labor Relations Act. The
Inguiry {8 under the &irectiog of
Frank Coleman of the crimingf di-
vision of the Department of fus-
ce.

.As _h{u been told in the Post- ‘
‘Pispatch, the Treasury prepared |

l case¢ involving come tax
,gharges against Car| tsboff, les-
see of Mine B, and Ray
aon, head of UMW’s Disirict 12

of Internal Revenye report was
sent to the Depariment of 5
tice for action after {£ had bien
seen by President Roosevelt, 4]
gave it his endorsement.

Biddle .thought far less of e
tax case than Secretarv of the
Treasury Morgenthau, and put the
F. B. L. to work investigating the
Wagner Act conspiracy phase. The
Treasury was natugully not con-

rned wit e.
reasur Ton ~ce
edigatlon™ centered
faround & Tloan” of between £200-
000

S e e e o o

and $300,000 which Edmund-
son iz reported to have made to
Elshoff fust before Mine B was
closed down for nearly two and a
half years, That followed a Latir
Board election in which the

lgresslvasy won
majority, When the mine recpened

t the end of the two and a hllf
period, the Progresgive majority

' ad dwindled almost to nothing

- At e v b o Ve -
an overwhelmifg

dmund- |-

and often referred to as John L. |
Lewis's “hatchel man” A Bureau ]

iand the UMW won control.

~ ‘Bignificance of Inq
Investigation of the cOnspi
Yarges has especial significance T»
TRow in the light of John Lo lawis's
! nklication to re-enter the Ameri-
'l ca} Federation of Labor. The exec-
i utive council of the AFL is meet-
ing in Chicago lomorrow to pass
1on the Lewis application following
2 session in Washington s month
ago with a special committee
pamed to consider the guestion .
At the time Lewis walked out,
the AFL in retaliation gave the
Progressives a charter providing
clusive jurisdiction in th coal
k: ining field, Recently M
Bl rush, PMW president, went
/¥ Pashington to protest to William
Green, AFL president, and others
against comsideration of the UMW
application for reinstatement
{Thrush has eaid that he would
iteave the AFL and affiliate with
Biha CIO M Lewis were readmitted.
} Latest information here is that
the UMW will not go back into
the AFL fold. The executive coun-
'cil will announce terms for read-
mission following the meeting in
"Chicago nexi week. Lewls, it is
telieved now, will find these terms
unacceptable and will withdray his
aMplication before the AFL 13-
velition this fall :

R

7

¢

4345~ o5
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. TLA Tlmh/
Mr Cleg .cvveene... '
“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'* Mr.Coffey ..

AND REFER TO .-

i e e trre . .ATMENT OF JUST.on. ﬂj"*/

R U

WASHINGTON, D.C, :

TRFC R

144=-10 Aucust 19, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTCR
FEDERAL BUREAU QF INVESTIGATION

Xo. 1

Re ;an.m PRY =. Violations of
Seotion 51, Title 18.

Frank Coleman has reported to me on his trip last week to
St. Louis, Missouri, and Springfield, TIllinois, of which I advised
you in my memorandum dated August 6, 1943.

At Springfield, Illinois, on August 11, 12, end 13, Mr.
Coleman conferred with United States Attorney Doyle and his
. staff who advised that they would, to the full extent of the
facilities of that office, oooperate enthusiestically with the
Bureau whenever called upon during the course of the investiga-
tion.

Mr. Colemen also consulted with Speoial Agent in Charge

-/3 “Hellford at your Springfield office, and wes introduced to mem-
{ Abers of his staff assigned to this investigation, Mutually

" helpful disoussions were had, Mr. Coleman advised ¥r. Hallford

fully of all the interviews that he proposed to_underteke. Mre

col interviewed th wing. ipdividusid s [,/ Y PR
oleman interviewe °£?._Jr]19..;%j@j‘ﬁ?m ' %‘/:—‘{ J’ /.

2 ¢« 1. willisdgyan, former operator Of\i’lﬁ ' "A", now

retired, who lives at 801 Douglas Avenue, s_&gingf}'eltd/

[
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2 Johﬁchﬁeider, Board Member/[| Progressive Miners
of rica, Springfield, Illinois. Offioe phone~
2722, home phone=~50T3. N

3. Pullerto ton, Cel.0+ Regional Director, Chicego,
Illincis.

v/
4, John W& Hindmarsh, C,1.0. Representative, Springfield,
area, (Can be reached through Fultonts offioce.)

From these several conferences end interviews, Mr. Coleman
makes the following observations:

l. It is apparent that the alleged violation is of broader
scope than was first thought. The following pioture begins to
emerge. Sometime in 1936 or esrly in 1937, Lewis and Edmundson,
fearing that the Progressive movement would spread beyond the
confines of Illinois and challenge Lewis! nmational control, reaolve
to destroy the Progressives in Illinois piecemeal by buying out one
mine after another, using Elshoff as the "front". Mine "BE" ws
conquersd between 1937 and March, 1941, A month later, Elshoff
begins negotiations to purchase Mine “A" with {60,000 of U.M.W.
funds. A victory was achieved in this case in the fall of 1941,
Soon there r, tentative negotlations are begun by Elshoff to
purchase the ther Creek Mines, aslso Progressive, with§00,000
of U.M.W, funds, In ny memoranda to you of June 24, and August
11, you were reguested to investigate these three cases fully.

In his interview with Mr. Coleman, ¥r. Ryan indiocated that
Elshoff had told him recently that he (Elshoff} proposed to buy
another ming, also Progressive, in Bond County. Mr. Ryan stated
that Charle lloy (who can be located through United States
Attorney Doyle) knows the exact name and location of this mine.
It is requested that the oircumstances of this proposed purchase
be fully investigated. '

These four transactions suggest that Blshoff may have
approached still other Progressive mine operators with the same
purpose in mind, It is requested, therefors, that the prineipal
Progressive mine operators be interviewed to determine whether
any such overtures have been made over the past several years.

It doea not appear from the evidence now aveilauble whether
these cases will oonstitute, in lew, separate conspiracies, or
whether they can be joined--as would be highly desirable--in one
indictment as parts of a single ocontinuing conspiracye. It will
be highly veluable, therefore, to discover any svidence which
indicates that within the three year statute of limitations there



] .f_;‘-l weg 8 purpose on the part of Lewis and Elshoff to use this technique
N not only in en individual case but as a general means whereby the
Progressive organization in Yllinois would be driven to the wall.

2« It becomes probeble that we can discover evidence whish
wlll establish that Lewis had connived with Elshoff prior to the
closing of Mine "B" on Msy 12, 1937.

Mr. Ryan told Mr. Colemsn and Mr. Doyle in oonfidence that
sometime prior to the olosing of the mine, he believes in February,
18937, Edmundson spproeched him with the proposition that if he
would close down Mine "A", the U,M.W, would subsidize him during
the shut«down. Mr. Ryan sald that he flatly rejected the proposition
with the statemsnt, "I want to be able to go home, put my head on a
pillow end go to sleep et night". (It was not clear whether he
stated this as a matter of conscience or through fear of being
dynamited as a result of inter-union warfare.) It is belisved

"and hoped that Mr. Ryan will release his confidence in this respect
and voluntarily make this statement to the grand jury.

Mr., Ryan gave Mr. Coleman the following lead;

The importance of evidenoce indicating connivance prior to
the closing of Mine "B" cannot be overemphasized., From the stand-
point of a Jjury trying this case, the reason for the strike of
Mey 12, 1937, will be vitale The defense will insist that the
strike was precipitated by a group of radical and oriminal
Progressive leaders, who were later convicted for dynamiting
in the federal oourt, and that it was sound union poliey to
extend finanocial aid to the mine operator to prevent him fromm
going into bankruptoy, a resuit which, they would say, would
Joopardize the Job opportunities of all the miners and would
bring disrepute upon unioniem generally among the ocoal operators
and the genersl publie, In this connection, it is noted that all
the subjects contend that consideration of the "loans" was not
broached until aometime in June, 1937, after the mine was shut
down,

It is obvious the ground will be cut from under this defense
if pursuit of the two leads whioh Mr., Ryean gives us establishes
that the subjeots conspired prior to the closing of the mine,



, 7 Every effort should be made to ascertain from
e the full ciroumstences of the elleied mpeting et
AR It is bslieved that attornc S should also appropriately

interviewed in this connootimo meeting can be established,
every effort should be made to pin the witnesses down to the
specific purposes of the meeting, in order to avoid attempts

on the part of the defense later to conocoot an innocent explana-
tion.

3. There is a possibility that the Peabody Coal interests; -
the largest and most influentiasl operators in Iliinois, ere in-
volved in this violations. Mr. Ryan suggested that not only did
Lewis make money payments to Elshoff, but that he alsc used his
power with the Pesbody interests to obtain favorable concessions
and rebates to Elshoff in the sale of brokerage coal while Mine
"B" was shut down. Mr. Ryan points out that during the first
few months of the shut-down, Elshoff carried on his brokerage
operations with the Panther ({reek Mines, organized by the Pro-
gressives., Later, however, when it appeered that the ghut-dowm
would be extended indefinitely, he ewitched over to thdPeabody
Coal Compeny. Ryan states that his commissions with her
Creek were the normal rate, $.15 a ton, but that his commissions
with Peabody reached the exorbitant figure of §.50 a ton. It
is requested that this lead be thoroughly investigateds Wr. Ryan
had in mind several methods which could be used in following down
this lead.

Mr. Fyen stated to Mre. Coleman that he would cooperate
fully with the Bureau during the ocourse of thias investigation,
and he was advised that Mr. Hallfordts office would communicate
with him within a few daye. It is believed that Mr. Kyan wiil
be of greet assistance since he ie an experienced operator and
is familiar with all the personslities and events in connecotion
with this cese over the past decade, It is obvious, of courss,
that Mr. Ryen has a bias against subject Lewis and that he has
& wholesome contempt for subject Elshoffs Cn the other hand, he
gave Mr, Coleman and Mr. Doyle the impression of being a man of
ability end integrity, and that he is motiveted in his coopera-
tion by the principel fundementals of ocitizenship and patriotism.

-1f>fjgi£ii“£ Mr. Ryan stated that Elshoff had boasted lately of writing
~ - Secreta [ckes, as government manager and operator of the mines,

demanding that the Federal Government subsidize his payrolls,
otherwise threatening to shut off production. Ryan believes that
Lewis 15 actually the author of these demands. I called the
Attorney General's attentlon to these allegations, and he has
asked me to oonfer with Secretary Icle's office regarding this

oorrespondence which I int to in the near future, The
results of this cunfersncs ‘ﬁﬂl be reported to you pramptly.
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It is believed that John Sohmeider, mentioned above, will
alsc be of considerable mssistance to the Bureau, He wns not
interviewsd by Mr. Coleman until after several sources hed indi-
cated that he would not betray the government's confidence., It
will be recalled that Solmeider was one of the thirty-six defen-
dants who were oonvicted in the federal court on the dynamiting
charges. He states, however, that he bears nc resentment against
the government because of this, and that he will whole-heartedly
cooperate in our present investigation. He is familiaer with many
of the relevant events and personalities involved.

¥r. Pulton and Mr. Hindmarsh, mentioned above, also indioated
their willingness to oooperate fully, Of these two, ¥r. Hindmaersh
is more familier with events and personelities. ese two indivi-
duals stated that an ettorney in Springfield, L. Pefferle,
Peisch Puilding, was femilier with meny of Elshoafffs negotiations
in his attempts to purchese Progressive mines, and that he would
be ccoperative. It is suggested, therefore, that Mr. Pefferle be
appropriately interviewed,

~ The Attornsy General and I oconferred regarding this case

on August 17, at which time we renewed our former decision to
contemplate grand jury action in this case not later than Qotober
l, We realize the immensity of the task which we hawe regquested
You to undertake. We are both deeply grateful to learn from Mr.
Colenman's report that your investigative campaign has been under-

hiavdne 'l-‘k- “mr\na-‘\\" -
1ii0VL

B id A Wi -‘-0- Ay, WY APV OoOvAULTS

—'—\ Reﬁpeotfully’

WENDELL EERGE,
Assistant Attorney General.
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A Troms J. Bé@ar Boover - Director, rmmnmlnd-

Subject: NN L, LEWIS, N AL
CIVIL RIGHTS AMD DONESTIC VIOLENGE

Reforence s mdds %0 Bursan letter dated Angust 20, 1943,
in the above miitled matter.

For yr inform Ahere are th h-rnuh photo-
ststic coples of & Bemorandum the Dlrecter mzwd from the :
Cr° tnal Divisfen of the Dapartaent, dated August 1 IMS ad oo

b iied Mior vD - Yo Tations of Bevtios 5, te b0 2k

that $his meacrandum sets forth the names of She individuals iter-
viewed Ly Mr. Frank Colsman of the Crisinal Divisice wiile in 8%,
Louts, Wasourd, and Sprinzfisld, Illincls, in the recent past. The
sugpested investigation set fo in Shis mswocrandua by the Criminal
Division should be fully conducted, and the {ndividuals suggested by
the Criuinal Division shomld be hmmmawﬁznhrm

exists wiy this should not be done. 3
mc«mmmm»mnnumumtumzwm
proovedings were fngtituted in the State Bprlngmu
.;.mn.m,-mamnmnmm‘ nui.

& an --Q. oy}

interfering with Frogressiwe Kine Sorkers uu‘ iu io uunuu. The
Criminal Division has requested that a copy ef these proceedings
secured and forwarded to the Dapartesnt, It uanmmuthm
two coples of these proceedings be spooured in order that your office
may have 2 oopy of at laast one of thest records.

o , It 1o desired that this mstter De given sxpeditious attentica,
Tour atiwmtion 1s 1 1ted %0 the meworandum 10 the Attorney

Pl o on'Y A-.AA Lﬂ' ﬂl 10/ asmntlan Af utd ah wana lm.-{ Q".ﬂ ta W

by Bureau httsr dst.od Augast 2, 194). Pege 10 of thh w0 randum
sots forth an area of inwetigstion antitled *VIII - Investigation of
Eplanetion Qiven for Continuation of FPiyment alter W in
Zovender, 1939." IV 18 Luted that o’ jeot Jumes in Mg 3% 7 ruents
vontends thet mwnu were i.ntondad to caver upcnuc of a

fire 'l'm @gﬁﬁg&" ﬁt The Crisinal Divisien hag re- .
; quest mmn or ary fire or aave-in te investigated /
R '
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Tield Office to oonduct a

tion into the allezations of subject James in an sttampt Lo aacertain

the truth of his wiory, when and if, in your opinion, such action
appears o be logical.

Enclosure ‘\Q\
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ADDRESS REPFLY TO -+ b ’
INTIALE AND PaAmER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. S
VE1FC LR ' M Trcoen
144-10 August 18, 1943 ;:itﬁ: :
~ }. o : i
- f‘d“
MEMCRANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
O FEDETAL, BURELU OF INVESTIGATION

No. 2

Re?fjn;ne MRt . Violatione of
Section 51, Title 18,

.u/

Referring to my memorandum to the Attorney General
dated July 24, 1943, which was transmitted to you, you
will note, on page 10, an area of investigation entitled,
"yIII. Investigation of Explanation Given for Continua-
tion of Payment after Mine QOpened in November, 1939."

C valti . Jd-

Subject James conténds that'these payments were intended
to cover expenses of a fire and "big cave-in" in the mine.
You were requested in that memorsndum to investigate these
ciroumstances fully, , Jgn this connection, it is suggested
that you inguire wther E1shof did not have insurance
which would have compensated Tor some of these alleged
losses.

P

~ Assistant Attorney péneraik“
| R

N
Pt o7 .

b7



ADDRESS REFLY TO
*THE ATTORNEY SENERAL""
AND REFER TO

WASHINGTON, D.C. Lo
_ TBsFC9MEB. . e
144-10 Auzust 19, 1943 . 0 !

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU QOF INVESTIGATION

NO- 3
Ro:&im "R" -= Violations of
ection 51, Title 18.

In 1932, injunotion proceedings were instituted in the
state court at Springfieldq, Illinoiso.gainst Lewis, which

resulted in an injunction forbidding Lewis fron} interfaring
with J,M.W. activities in Illinois. M’“
I am not informed as to the extent of the hearings or
proceedings in this case. I believe, however, that we should
have copies of these prooeedings. It is requested, therefore,

that you arrange to have at least two copies obtained, for-
. warding one copy to this Division as soor as it is available,

Respectfully,

WERDELL RERGE,

Assistant Attorney General. ‘[
\ .QQDED
ERED
\A\ DR
' Y’ 3k
\.L;'
!
!
> L
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JOHN EDGAR-AIOOVER ( Mr.X. A. Tamm
DIRECTOR o \
\ ' Mr. Clegg

¥
seaeral Bureau of Investigation Mr.Glavin
Mr. Ladd ___
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Nichels
. Mr. Re
Mashington, 3. €. s
- Mr. Carson
August 17, 1943 . Mr. Coffey
Mr. Hendon
Time: 3:55 PN Mr. Eramer
Dictated: 4130 PN Mr. McGuire,
MEMOEANDUM FOR MH, Mr. Harbo
0 Mr. Quipn Tamm_
RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET Tele. Room

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VICLENCE  Mr. Neass

Miss Bea L

Iﬂuﬁ&_
At the above time, ¥r. O'Donnell of the Criminal Division _

of the Department personally delivered the attached memorandum date

August 17, 1 to xy office, where he talked with S‘wpervisorm

and in my absence. The memorandum delivered by Mr.

was in response to Bureau memorandum dated August 6, 1943, in the above en-
titled teor wc sierre . mapber of discrepancies in the exhibits

¥ e » which had been forwarded
b3 6, WLSC, %b;p'S

The Bureau memorandum to Mr. Berge dated August 6, 1943, pointed
out that installment 4 actually included only Exhibits 30 to 43, inclusive,
togethar with cther mdterial that was not marked, wheress the Department had
advised that the 4th installment included Exhibits 30 to 58, Inclusive., The
Buresu memorandum alsc stated that Exhibits 11, 12 and 15 were either aissing
or had not been marked as such., Mr. O'Donnell advised he desired to make
sure that the memorandum which he delivered identifled all exhibits which had
apparently been missing in the 4th installment.

to the Bureau.

checked the exhibits with Mr. C'Dormell and it
. was found that Exhibits 0 58, inclusive, had actually been transmitted to
the Bureau, although they were not numbered as such. Mr. Q'Donnell advised
that Exhibit 48 is an Analysis of the Records of local §#54; gressive Mines
of America, disclosing the membership of that Local from June, 1939, to
June, 1941, instead of November, 1939, to June, 1941, a8 the Department had
advised,

Mr. OtDonnell advised that Bxhibit 13 conslated -only of one pq@?L
numbered 8, He advised this appeared to be a page nuwber but actually was
not and made the exhibit appear incomplete,

| ' hf RAT IS

It was pointed out to Kr. O'Donnell that only the ﬁrst and tpages of Bh
bit 18 had bean received from the Department. Mr, Ot'Donnell stated that le
had just secured all pages of this axhibiégron the National Labor Relations
Board, which would be forwarded ’e‘a e Bu;reau on August 18, 1943.

55D 8 | - .
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It is noted that all of the exhibits sand photostats received
from the Department have been forwarded to the Springfield Office; how-
ever Exhibits 44 to 58, inclusive, have not been designated by number
to the Springfield Office.

The Bureau memorandum to the Department dated August 6, 1943,
alsc advised the Department that the original as well as a photpstatic
copy of documen . N S ' . . S ’

e L. . i JSen IeCeliveu I
3% ﬁgmt of the exhibits. MNr. E'Ennoll advised that the original
had been erronecusly transaitted and was retwrned to Mr. O'Donnell,
ACTION TAKEN;

The Springfield Office is being advised of the correct number
of photostatic coples of exhibits submitted to that office, as indicated
by Mr. 0'Donnell,
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i _JO!-.iN EDGAR H.ﬁowun ( U Mr. Tolson

* blaEtTOR

Mr. E. A, Tamm__

jurvau of Inue Mr. Clexs
Mr. Glavin
United Statres Departiment of Justice Mr. Ladd
Washington, B, ¢. :: :::::h"_"'
- Mr. Tracy
A-u.guut 13, 1943 ‘ Mr. Carson
Mr. Coltey
Mr. Hepndon
4 Mr. EKramer
~ MEMORARDUM FOR MR, D. M. %';f Mr. McGuire______
U (' “Mr. Barbo
RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. Mr. Quion Tamm__
CIVIL RIGHTS AND Tele. Room
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE Mr. Nease__
Mizs Buhm

Mi 4Gandaﬂi__j_

At this time SAC Hallford calied from Springfield and talked to Agent
my office. He advised that Frank Coleman, the Departmemtal
attorney assigned to this case, had arrived in Springfield and that he
had talked to Coleman and had listened to Coleman's comment regarding
the case but that he, Hallford, had declined to sit in on any interviews
with Coleman, in accordance with Bureau instructions. He indicated
] that Coleman was apparently contacting two or three individuals for the
———-—purpbse of enlisting their cocperation in instant matter. Mr. Hallford
indicated that he was getting across to Mr. Coleman that the Bureau
would conduct any interviews with regard to this investigation in the
manner decided upon by the Bureau and Nr. Coleman understands this.

In addition, Mr. Hallford advised as a matter of interest that John L.
Lewls had arrived in Springfleld but that nothing bad been done by
Lewia nor had anything happened with regard to the case but he thought
the Bureau would like to know that Lewis was in Springfield.

Mr. Hallford understands the necessity for discretion regarding the
matter and he is forwarding a letter to t'e Bureau outlining generally
what Frank Coleman incidentally discussed with SAC Hallford regarding
the background of the case, including inf tion regarding the Treasury
investigation which may be of mf;:{e he event it is not already
contained in communications from pa.ﬁynent te the Bureau.
?5‘» WAl e 67
¥r. Hallford stated that his main purpose in calling is that accor
to indications widch he received from Frank Colguan the Department
will probably request that interviews be conducted with mosty, if nbt
all, of the approximately 450 miners and officiag.s involved in the
case. Mr, Hallford understands, of course, that there is a possibility
that not all of these may need to be interview - however, after ‘
galyzing the matter to date, he finds that hagi.],y has four qualified——-
ICTORY men in the Springfield office whom he can assign to instant
r}ﬁ BUY 1‘ investigation in view of its nature. He feels at this time ttﬁ(\)
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he will need at least 12 additional experienced men from outside offices
in order to hope to meet the deadline for completion. With regard o
the deadline, _indicated to SAC Hallford that the matter
should be handled and completed on or about September 25, inasmuch as
the Department plans to present the matter to a grand jury, apparently
from present indications, in October of this year.

SAC, Hallford observed that it would undoubtedly be necessary for the
interviews in these cases to be conducted by two Agents which, of course,
is true. In addition, the Springfield office has a fraud case at ’
Decatur, Illinois, which is apparently the case ofm-

Fraud Against the Government and concerns the defective’hanufacture

of shells, and which is tieing up two Agents, according to Mr. Hallford.
In addition, Mr. Hallford says that very recently a number of Agents
were transferred out of the Springfield office, and a combination of

all these circumstances prompts his request for 12 qualified men from
outside offices.

Mr. Hellford also p01nted out inciden ; that although he had
received exhibit #1:-JggRic : ‘A the exhibit contained
only the first and last pages of the report with which it was concerned
* and the intervening pages are m1551ng

He also indicgted that exhibit #13, n q:giy contact between the
rogressive Mene Workers Union and Carl™Elshoff, dated January 18,
1936, is not complete. Feis e dicated that the matter would

be checked immediately and would be straightened out.

In connection with his request, Mr. Haliford also pointed out that
from the present indications he would estimate that a large percentage
of the persons to be interviewed would be outside of the Springfield
territory, which would necessitate expenditure of time in locating the
individuals outside of that territory for eppropriate interview.

RECOMMFNDATION: It is recommended that the Bureau consider assigning

to the Springfield office the 12 men requested by SAC Hallford. The
request would appear to be reasonable under the circumstances, that is,
the nature of the case and the necessity for expeditious handling. 1In
fact, it may be necessary after the case is initiated to assign

additional Agemts in order to appropriately handle the matter within

the time al oted. Mr. Hallford indicated that the investigation would
probably be initiated by the middle or the end of next week, that is
around August 19 or 20. The last exhibits from the Department should

be in his possession by the 17th or 18, inasmuch as the Department )
indicates it will forward the last group of exhibits at the latest b )
Monday, August 16, 1943. 4 AL

5?“ W«o{x 1, <

. Welch

<. -



Bureau of Inuest
Hnited States Bepartment of Fustice

Springfield, Illinois .
August 26, 1943,
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AIR MAIL = SPECIAL DELIVERY

Director, FEI
» 0 o

Ro: JOHN L. Is. RAY WEDBCI.
Je » officials of
the ted Mine Workers of

67 ’
C. Amer _
CARL H, HOFF, Owner o.
*B", Springfisld,-Illinois, o

CIVIL RIGHES and DOMESTIC YIOLENCE.

Dear 8ir; URGENT

bs

For the information of the Miami Pleld Division this case must receive
the most expaditious attention and a report of the results of this investie
gation must be in the hands of the Springfield Field Division within seven
days of the receipt of this letter, in view of the exiremes urgency and
expeditious nature of this investigation, a.nd ir t.hil field division is to

most a dead line set by the Bureau, v M %G\ 4' t{ (( 4 o~

For the Miami Field Division's womt...on. “the Depa.riment has reques

a full and complete investigaticn into the charges that JGHN L. LEWIS, RAY
e EDMUNDSON, and FALTER J. JAMES, officials of the United Mina Worksra of ,
ERP Azerios, and CARL H, ELSHOFF, owner of e "B, a coal mine in Springfield,
Sl Illinois, conspired during the jyears of 1 7 to 1241 in violation of Sectiom
61, tritle 18, U.S. Code, to injure and opprezs KLSHOFF'B ¢ loyees in the ‘
frea oxsroise of the rights secursd to them the m.'b'.l 1ab elations ~—
"Ot. D o) = T AT W

Lo ¢

Acocording to {nformation furanished by the Department, 1t 1s allsged that

the sum of §$225,000 was paid from the years 1. .7 through 1941 by officisls

of the United Mine Wurkers of Anerica to CARL H. ELSHOFF, operator of Mine
p", with the intent to induce - LSHOFF to impose umfalr labor praoctices -

on his employees, who were at that time members of the rival union, the

| dﬁogﬂuhe ilne Workers of America, If it can be proven that ELSIOFF and

COPIES DESTROYED
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ireotor, FBI -2a S=26-43,

the offioials of the United Mine Workers of Amsrioa oonspired to deprive
nembers of the Progressive Mine Workers of Amerios of their rights as
secured by Section 7 of the National Labor Relations Act, there oould
undoubtadly be sstablished a violation of Seotion 61, Title 18, U. 8.

frada.

"

The Miami Pi

CARL H. ELSHOFP has baen Prosidemt o%ﬁt "A" Coal Compamy, an Illinois
corporation, since December 22, 1927'when tho company was orgenited, owning
4958 shares of the 500 shares of stook, One share was . ned by FPLORENCE
ELSHOFF, then subisctts wife, whows also Vice-President of the Cumpany,
In 1932 SAMUEL R/\GOURLEY acguired ons share and became Ssoretsry-Ireasurer
of the Company, , On November 20, 1937, the Nine "p" C-al Company changed
its name to th§{Elshoff Coal Company and on the same date transferred all
of its assets and 1liabilitiezs to t%e Mine "B® Coal Compeny, & Delawsre
sorporation, CARL RLSHOFF retained 498 shares of the stook of the Delawsre
gorporation, FLORENCE one share, and GOURLEY ons ahare, The rsason for
this change is not known other than for the purpose of bringing matters
is . npa.% v*+h%th,ﬂjw’n%c+io% of tha
S S S S G

Tt o B




Director, FBI -Be 8-28-43

subjoct CARL KLSHOF? is Jmown to have traveled ¢ 'ensively especially
to Chioago, Illinois, Ste Louls, Missouri, New York City, New York,

and Washington, Ds C. He has been a lavish spender at hotels and pri-
vate clube, It is felt altogether possible and probable that CARL
FLSEOFF kas had meetings with and has eutertained officials of the
United Mine Workers of Anerica duri.ng tho pertinont period from 1937
to 1981, ospecially JOHN L. L§ : snd WALTER J. JAMES.
It 1s altogether possible thatly may have socompaied
subjeot ELSHOFF on some of these tr ¥ mAy heve been present during
lavish sntertaining of these individuals at Springfield, Illinois.
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‘ is largo'voluno, it :ls not possible
bo furnish in letter form all background informstion, but it is belleved
that this letter contains all pertinent information necessery to you.

For your information and sny assistance it may be in comnection with this
mattor, I am trensmitting, herewith, & copy of a memo prepared by Special

b 7 AgentTE TN which sote out in brief form a chronological resume of the
prinoipal Incidents of intereat in this investigation,

For your further Information the Bursau has Ilnstructed that only Mexperw
fenced and well qualified Agents™ be sssipgned to this Investigation, It
is further the Bureauts instructions that €l Intorviews in connection
with this case be conducted by two Agonts, The Bureau has further ine
structed that signed statements b2 obtained even though the information -
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Director, FBI 5= 8wZf-43

is negative, FPive coples of this report should be furnished tc the
Buresu and three copies to this office, Springfield {s the office of
origin,

I again wish to impress upon you the importance of this investigatlon
and the fact that it is imperative that this lead be covered lmmediately.
In addition, it is the Bursauts desire that you give this mtier your
versonal attemtion,

very truly yours,

FRED ’
Specisl Agent i

co=iMami Pield Division
Enec.
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SFRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 09/9/45 9/3/430 . —
. JOHN L. LEWIS, BiY EDMUNDSON, @ALTER J. JAMES, M
Offici of théUnited Vige Workers of America; CIVIL RIGHTS AND
CARL HELSHOFF, Owner offf'ine "B",  DOVESTIC VIOLENCE

Springfield, Illinois
o

YR S‘RYDER gated as NIRD dlsbute pacitior gl

approximately 2/3/41 to 2/%1/31 during which time
P¥WA attoraey submitted plen which relieved,nctire
h-]liga\-anﬁ}r of hoth unions nt Mina “n" and which
sllowed for 2/21/41 election won by UMWA. RYDER ¢
has no knowledze of incidents indieating interfer-
ence with rights of PMWA, ncr has he ever seen any
liets substantintine mejority claims of either
union, althourh he states that non-specific and
common knowledre in Springfield and his own non-
fectually based opinion designates ELSHOFF eas
pro-NMRA.

~RUC~

REFERENCE: Letter from Springfield Field Division to Buffalo
Field Division deted September 6, 1943.

s A

Special Agent e presence of

Special Agent The interview

cccurred in the offices of“ 3 National Labor -

“Helations Soard, Genesee Building, Buffalo, New

York. i?t RYDER S statements were based upon

personel reccllections. The exsct facts, he : !*J
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stated, were contaimed in the National Labor Relations BSard files maintained
in C«hlcago Illincis. Mr. RYDER conversed willingly witﬁout clearance from
his superiors in Vashington.

YEYER S. RYDER statec thet from hearsay he had learned thet the

Fationsl Labor Relstions Board Field Examiners, LEISERBON and WILLIA¥S, had
investigated instant dispute ebout the time that the J¥opressive Nins Workers
of rmerica had filed a protest with the Hationa) Labor Relations Board that
the "B" Mine had refused te bargsin with the officials of their orranisation.

stated that he was extremely uncertzin as to the time of this inves-
tiration, but he fixed it at sbout the end of the long period during which
the "B" Mine did not cperate.

Mr. RYDER stated that the next investigation he had rd about
was that conducted during late 1940 and early 1941 by JAMES CHCLARK, a
Field Exsminer working out of the Chicaro office of the National Labor
Relations Board. RYDER advised thet he had heard from some source, presently
unknown, that CLARK had at that time just finished extensive investigations
in Kentucky concerning United Mine Workers and Progressive Yine Workers
disputes and that in these Kentucky investigations CLARK had fcund the United
¥ine Workers justified in their cleima. RYDRX further advised thet because
of these Kentucky investipaticns the Proaressive ¥ine Workers were claiming
bias on the part of CLARK because he would not report that UMN were using
illepal methods in obtaininy memdership increases in ¥ine "B". RYDER fur-
ther stated that he did not know if this PMV claim was correct, nor had
CLARK ever indiceted to him his {CLARK'S) personal cpiniocn in the matter.

XF. RYDER stated that he accompanied CLARK to ths *F'mua “ﬁ
Yor-adout thres days Yikedrt ‘!: rtor Néh Yoar's Day, 1941, djur{ng whi
g CLARK ﬁ rous. "B Mine emplb ges. R

] 1y ' g Was & ned in &'
¥ t*bam gﬁ&

& lfati&ul “{4vor Relations B t Yo
“d’-“d’ hﬁw{fﬂgmd to "BY Mine sometifté in t_
y Fevruiry, 194%.

KYDER edvised that BE the begiuniBg B, gis assigrment " g" Hine
there had been numerous beetings, small riots, etc., and that his dus h
ment to the mine was not g0 much as an investigstor into the’ relt '
merits of the différent’ t1gps, dut father as a pacifler. tp%
tome type of agreesble &sﬁﬁglément without furfher bloodshed. RYDER state!
thet he interviewed numercus beatinc victims, ete.; thut he believed he
incorporated the results of these interviews .intc the Chicaro records, but
that he remembered no definite information was obtained es a result of these
interviews. Mr. RYDER was pressed as to specific evidence disclosed during
the interviews with the victims he hed mentioned, but steadfrstly maintained
thet they yielded no certain information es to the identity of assailants,

_2.»?—
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instipetors of the beatings, or the immediate causes of any of the riots.
RYDER advised that at about this time it sppeared obvious that more men
were switching from the PMN to the UMN. He said that gothing definite was
present to form such an opinion, but that he was conscicus of the trend, as
was everycne else concerned. He said that, although there wers numerous
charges of duress by each union, his peraonal baseless opinion was that
United Mine Workers were using every form of intimidstion possible. ;§
explained, in illustration of this opinion, thet at that time EIMARCAFECK
BECEK was employed at a mine inspector by the "B" Mine Company; that
BEGK as an inspector had access tc every part of the mine;and that continuous
"orapevine” reports indicated that HECKELBECK was propsgandizing for the
UMW st all times. RYDER stated that he believed there was a preat deal of
credence in these indirect reports, inasmuch as ERCKELBECK left the nine
{mrediately after the election and became a personal aid of JOHN L. LEWIS.

RYDE‘ advised that he had received further indirect information
indicating thatXpOHnNNON United ¥ine Workers local president, amd others
were terroriting Progressive Mine Workers in attempts to have them siem
with the UMY organization. RYDER said that, although he investigated all
terrorizing cleims, nothing definite had ever been determined. ELe further

.stated that hea har never sgeen sny list of snvy +~u—nn g}\niinu' who had sirned

T VR L iAW AT LIRS LA ¥ Wi BV Sy a2 v Vi sy J B - e .

with either union concerned, but that he had sttempted to obtein the back-
ground of some sixty new employeses when charges were made by the FIM that
"B" Mine officials were "padding™ the mine with employees favorable to the
UyAA. RYDER steted thet the outoome of this check showed no conclusive

YW "padding®, und that he hed brourht this to the attention of CEARLES
KANE, attorney for and lesder of the Springfield locel, FMWA., EANE, he
stated, tock exception to this survey, claiming that the intimidation prac-
ticed by the UMN could never be observed by an investigation into a worker's
beckground, inasmuch as, in self-protection, workers showed ostensible im-
partiality, even after deciding tc vote as Tnited ¥ine Workers of America.

RYDER advised as it becume more obvious to all concerned thet
the UMY were gaining the upper hand, CHARLE NE, on behalf of the PVWA,
sugrested an arbitrary pelicy to RYDER. KANE'S plan, RYDER expleined,
encompassed three general points, which were as follows. First, that the
"B Mine officials should have & notice posted at verious obvious points
throughout the mize, which notice should definitely state that "B™ Fine
officiels had absolutely no partiality so far us either Progressive Mine
Forkers or United Mine Workers were concerned, and that they were not back-
ing either of the organizastions in any way. Cecond, thet such notice posted
by "B" Mine officials should contain & statement to the effect that, should
any Durther demonstrations of viclence be cbserved, all people concerned ia
the violence would be immedintely dismissed from the employment of the orfan~
{zation without reinstatement possibilities. Third, that should the above
two polnts be adhered to by the compsny officials end the UMW, the FI¥ would,

—3-
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in turn, withdraw their ebjection to the election which had been reguested
of the Kational Labor Relations 3oard by the UMNW.

RYDER stated that this decision on the part of KANE was more impor-~
tant to him ms a disputq,gacifigr; inssmuch as the NLEB was, at that time,
in a peculiar position. JThis peculisr position, he advised, had been brought
about by the fact that, although on the basis of a past election the NLRB
hed designated the FYWA ue the sole bargaining agent at "B" Mine, recent
claims by the UMW had stated that this crgeniration now hed & substantisl
majority of the workers concerned. RYDER stated that he had never seen any
documentary evidence of this majority, nor, to his knowledge, had any other
official of the NLRB received a list of names for review st this time. RYDER™
stated that, nevertheless, the NLRB had been looking for some convenimnt
method to settle the dispute and allow for an election, inesmuch as it seemed
obvious thet an election wes the cnly method whereby further, state-wide
bloodshed might be prevented. RYDER continued by saying thet es & result
of the arbitrary plan submitted by KANE, an election wee held, inssmuch as
the third peint in his plan withdrew the PMW objections to this electien;
and that, as a result of the election, the UMNA were designated es the sole
bargaining agent at "B" Mine.

At this point, RYDER was pressed es to the reason for KANE'S
erbitrary suggestion, inasmuch as KANE could hsve claimed thet a previous
NLRS decision had appointed the PMAA as the sole baurgainine apgent, and
also inesmuch as at the time it was obvious to everycne concerned that an
election would result in a UMK victory. RYDER stated thet he was unable to
explain thls decision on the part of KANE, inasmuch as the "B" Mine was per=-
haps the "key"™ mine in Illinois. RYDER, however, stated that the workers
concerned were tired of the long and bloody dispute; thet school children of
the different fecticns were experiencing great difficulties in working to-
gether in schools;end thet, in general, the trend on the part of the PN was
6 desire to go to work peacefully repgardless of to whom they owe their
slleriance. RYDER explained that KANE was conscious of this spirit on the
part of the workers and that he was further consclous of the fact that, while
the Propressive Mine Workers were entering increased financial difficulties,
the United !ine Workers appesred to be growing financislly stronger, and that,
ag the PIY were unsble to pey sick and death benefits, etc., their power in
the state was rapidly venishinp. RYDER atuted that he believed KANE had sug-
cested his arditrary plen in an effort to selvage some portion of the prestige
of the PMW,

During the above interview MEYER S. RYDER indicated a number of
perscnal opinions, although it was determined throughout the conversation
that these opinions were based upon no definite fects or documents and that
their utility in ecourt would be negligible. RYDER advised that, in his
opinion, the "B" Mine Company, as represented by its owner, CARL H. FLSHOFF,
was pro-UMT. ho stated that this wes a natural tendency on the part of the

-4 -
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owner, since the experience in the state had indicated that the UMN contrast -
wes much better than s FMX contract, inasmuch as a grester velume of business
was poscible, more valuable contacts were mede, and more permanent plans
could be formulated in consideration of the netion-wide cheracter of the
union. RYDER f.rther stated that to him s specific evidence of the pro~UMW
attitude was the fact that the owner of the "B"™ Mine had never consented to .
8 closed shop when dealing with FMW, but had immediately consented to &
closed shop when the UMW held control following thes last election. K ﬂ”
seid that, in consideration of the belligerent Faction nature of the neigh-
borhood around "B" Mine, a&n open shop was, in effect, & strong agent for the
UMW, for it allowed their strong militant and highly organized minority to
propagandize more than the less organized msjority of PMW. aiﬁﬂl further
claimed thet, from his observation of the general attitude in the "B" Mine
district, he felt that duress and every other method of obtaining UMY votes
was used, although he hed not been zble to obtain specific evidence during
his investigation.

EYDER stated that he had no kncwledge of any financisl arrangemsnts
between "B" Mine, ELSHOFF, «nd the UMW, nor had he ever heard of the transfer
of any funds emong them. He stated that the only money he had ever heard
involved in the dispute was st the time of the death of & Progressive Nine
Worker, when a representation of United Mine Workers appeared at the weke
and rave & $200 check to the widow. This type of perfectly legel propagands,
RYDER advised, was extremely powerful, inasmuch as at the time the PN¥ were
unable to pay sny of their death benefits.

REFFERED UPCN CCMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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served with process in conjwction with an injunction proceedings filed
earlier that morning by the Wage and Houwr DMvision, The injunction was

filed wmder Civil Docket #191 on November 6, 1941, The case was heard
and the court dismissed the injunction complaint on July 1, 1942,

Mre BARBER pointed out that he was never able to ascertain
to his satisfaction where the complaint was received from which caused
the Wage and Hour Division to initiate an investigationj further, that
the company had never received any such complaint from any of the
company 's miners, He pointed out that in hand-loading mines in this
area and all areas, the same procedure and same method of pay is
followed; that due to the nature of hand-loading, cosl miners cannot
be peid by any other method as it would be impossible and impractical
to make any other arrangement. He stated that he made an exhaustive
search to attempt to find information as to where the Wage and Hour
Division had ever filed any other similar injunction proceedings, bub
without success,

Mr. BARBER advised that he felt that in view of the whole
situation, and especially in view of the fact that CARL H, ELSHOFF,
and the (D probably through him, imew the financial status of the
Panther Creek Mines and the fact that they were burdemed with approxi-
mately $400,000.00 indebttedness, caused this complaint to be made to
the Wage and Hour Division immediately after negotiations with ELSHOFF
failed at the price which ELSHOFF was willing to pay, in an attempt . _
to force Panther Creek Mines to sell. SV

The above information is submitted in order that the Bureau
and the Department may have the benefit of the same and determine
whether or not they desire to have the Wage and Hour Division, United
States Department of Labor, contacted for the purpose of determining
whether or not the complaint in connection with this matter originated
with the UMK and hence may be a part of the conspiracy between CARL H,
ELSHOFF and UMF in instant case,

Respectfully submitted,

4418
cc Bureau (9) ¥ t’? Jc
Springfield (3)
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I request that the ciroumstances surroundirng this event
be thoroughly investizated. '

This investigation will be pertinent to Point Two, I, B
of the "Qutline of the Trial Brief" referred to in my memoran-
dum to you deted Auzust 26, 1943, numbered l.

Respeoctfully,

LL EERGE,
Asslstant Attorney General,




Springfield, Tllinois
September 9, 1943

mmiuu-g —v

Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL.
CIVIL RIGHES AND DOMESTIC VIGLENCE.

In conppction with an interview had with Mr. CLAYTN JCXRAREER,
attorney for theXPanther Creek Mines, 10th Floor, First National Bank
Building, Springfield, Illinois, by the wndersigned on September 7, 1943,
the results of said interview being reported elsewhere, the undersigned

gubmits the followino informatiom, e 4 £

VAT A e T ded L T e Ay U e i T e

¥r. BARBER ted that shortly after negotjations for Pamther
Creek Mines by CARL H. HOFF failed, a Mr. HERMAN T of the Wage
and Hour Division, Dnited States Department of Labor, 222 West North
Bank Irive, Chicago, Illinois, came to his offige and asked if he would
enter a Consent Decree to an injunction again ther Creek Mines, Inc.
Mr, GRANT stated that a review of the records of Panther Creek Mines
revealed that on each pay period all smployees of the mine were not re~
Hour Statutes and rules and regulations, Mr. BARBER refused to enter
a Consent Decree and advised that it would be,dus to the nature of mining
business, an impossibility for the mine %o have watchmen for every wminer
in the mine to see that he actually worked the required number of hoursg
also that on some days a miner will shoot down large amowmts of coal
and his pay for that period would be light, At the beginning of the
next pay period he might aspend several days loading this coal, during
which time his pay period would be much above average. Mr., BARBER
pointed out that the company was atterpting to comply with all these
rules and regulations,

After Mr, GRANT 's call, Mr, BARBER said he addressed a& letter
to the Wage and Hour Division in Chicage and sent a copy of this letter
to the Labor Department in Washington, D. C. He received an =nswer
from Chicago, wherein that office denied that he had ever been asked to
eater a (Consent Decree in connection with the in nction, Later he
received advice that Mr, HERMAN GRANT was to be in the post office build-
ing in Springfield at a given time. Mr. BARBER went to the post office
to meet M¥r, GRANT. Mr, GRANT was not there but instead Mr. BARBER was
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GARNET ljk?lTTERSON, gensral counsel for
United Rubber Workers, Akron, Chio, re-
viewed the facts in the Mine "B" contro-
versy and advised that EDMUNISON and EISHOFF
had appeared at his office to discuss mat-
ters of a generai nature. No indication of
conspiracy against the Progressive Mne
Workers as evidanced by their line of ques-
tioning,

Letter from the Springfield Field Division
dated September 6, 1943,

Teletype from the Springfield Fielid Divi-
sion dated September 8, 1943,

- -

At _Algron, Obio . _ | &

[ad §3 oy 1 DA T wlhn 3 Ada adt Wawn s
UAILND e I J.éu.xuuu, wLl I'e31088 av FAVaITG y

Ohio, and is,,prasently engaged as general . :
counsel-for the United Rubber Workers, wifh ..
offices Yocated on the fifth floor of the "
United Bujlding, Akron, Chio, stated that =
he rememb§red the "B" Mine controversy that
occurred pfiior to his appointment as Reglonal
Director for the National Labor Relations
Board at Chicago and which continued during

his térm as Regional Director from Febru-

ary of 1939 to JaoMary of 1941, He added
D a
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that since that time, however, situations of importance have arisen that
dimmed the mine affair in his memory. PATTERSON swumarized the *B" Mine in-
cident that existed prior to his appointment as Regional Director and recalled
some of the events that took place while he was in Chicago.

In answer to the question as to why dues are checked off the payroll,
which matter is mentioned on page six of the Springfield office memorandum for
the file dated August 23, 1943, PATTERSON advised that there is a provision
whereby the company checks off and deducts monthly dues from union members

and forwards the dues collected to the Union Headgquarters.

He further stated that in August of 1940 an agresment was entaered
into by EISHOFF, the United Mine Workers, and the Progressive Mine ®orkers,
whereby ELSHCOFF would bargain with th%&%;ogressive Mine Workers as the mine
representative, and that interference With employees atitempiing to join or
form a union of their own should be stopped, These agreements were entered
by the National Labor Relations Board in the United States Cirecuit Court of
Appeals. late in the year of 1939, the "B"™ Mine was reopened on an open
ahop basis.

In July of 1940, the Progressive Mine Workers filed a new charge
against the Xine "B"™ company, alleging that the Mine *B™ opsrators were en-~
couraging membership in the United Mine Workers Organization. At about this
time the United Mine Workers petitioned the Natioral Iabor Relations Board for
an investigation to determine if their organization should not be the bargain-
ing agent in the mine. He explained that the Board had not acted on the United
¥ine Workers' Petition at that time because the Board was still investigat-
ing the charges made by the Progressive Mine Workers against the Mine "B"
company, wherein it was allsged that the Mine "B"™ company had been engaging
in unfair labor practices,

In January of 1941 the Board issued a notice that the question of
representing would come up at a hearing at Springfield. He stated that a
nimber of signatures for the United Mine Workers and the Progressive Mine
Workers in relation to the company's payroll, represented a sizeable dis-
crapancy and had later developed that some of the employees had signed both
petitions with a view in mind of being with a group that emerged victorious
at the election.

The Progressive line Workers filed a petition with the National
Labor Relations Board, requesting that the United Mine Workers' petition
for identification be dismissed on the grounds that the United Mineworkers

-2 =
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ADDRESS REFLY TO [ 4
“THE ATTORMNEY GENERAL
AND REFIR TO

INTIALS AMND MUMEER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

R WASHINGTON, D.C.

144-10 August 27, 1943

o TEMORANDUN FOE THE DIRECTOR,
T FEDE-AL PURLAU OF INVESTIGATIOLN

¥o. 1

Re;?*&ine "E" -~ Violations of
Section 51, Title 18.

’:V

In my memorendum of August 11, 1943, 1 listed on »aze 4
the names of twelve men believed to have been expelled from the
~ *F?rogressive ¥ine Workers of Ameriee prior te May 12, 1937.

We have statements thst none of these men appealed from
the order expelling them, and that one case & man voted for
his own eﬁgg}sion e i T
B T

53

. "-‘9?}&(\??’5{?’ ??7—'
: I do not believe that I nhve herethforde réguested yo o
specifieally to investigate fully the cirpumstianpes surroun ifg

the triml of these men by the Progressive Union's Trial Com- ?

mittee. Tt is possible that Lewis and Edmundson. conbenclabed _

the expulsion of these men from the Progressive Union as & ;

method of precipitating s strike, it being egreed that Elshoff ——

would refuse to fire them as he was probably reguired to do '

under his coniract. If this is the correct theory, these men

would probably heve been instructed not to put up any serious y
¥ (yresistance to their expulsion and even to cooperate to the
o + _end, '
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had resorted to unfair methods in bringing about a majority. This motion
was filed after the hearing of the National Labor Relations Board at Wash-
ington had started action. The investigator working out of the National
Labor Relations Board, Chicago office, that investigated the controversy,
was called into Washington to testify before the Board there.,

Mr, PATTERSON further stated that BISHOFF had been in his office
as well as EDMUNIGON, and that perhaps the two had been in the office at
some time., Most of the meetings were attended by representatives of the
United Mine Workers, the Progressive Mine Workers, and officials of the
®*B" Mine at the request of the National Labor Relations Board.

He advised that nothing ever developed in thése meetings to indicate
that there was collusion between ELSHOFF and EDMUNDSON, nor anything to in-
dicate that the United Mine Workers and the ®B" Mine operators were conspir-
ing against the Progressive Mine Workers. Neither of these men have asked
for information or opinions that could in any way be interpreted to mean that
they were soliciting this information with a view in mind that they were antie-
cipating engaging in some questionable activity that would permit them to

keep within the law,

HBe further stated that the attorneys for EIMUNISON and ELSHOFF ap-
peared to be fine young men, clean cut, and very business like. EDNUNDSON
and ELSHCFF also impressed him as being respectable, conscientious, apd hard
working. He advised that on one of his visits to Springfield, a ANE ,
attorney for the Progressive Mine Workers, contacted him and advised that the
United Mine Workers had paid EISHOFF a sizeable sum of money to influence
his decision in favor of the United Mine Workers, This matter was investi-

gated by one of the field men with negative results,
The interviewing agent questioned Mr, FATTERSON as to a possible

tract in 1941 eight days after the National Labor Relations Board certified
the United Mine Workers as the collective bargaining agent, whereas the
Progressive Mine Workers had been negotiating since the summer of 1937 for
the same type of contract. Mr. PATTERSON explained that it was his opinion
that ELSHCFF wae a member of the State Coal Operators Organization and in all
likelihood their contracis with the union are for a closed shop agreement,
and that EILSHOFF felt that he could not get by without offering the closed
contract to the United Mine Workers,

In addition to this he stated that perhaps ELSHOFF was rather dis-

gusted with all the bickering that had taken place betwesen the unions, and
that throughout this period, the mine had not operated as profitably as it

-3 -
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should have and that this final action perhaps would mean that the trouble
would be terminated, Mr. PATTERSON appearad to be wvery coopsrative and ex-
pressed a willingness to help in any manner whatsoever, The discussion with
Mr. PATTERSON was not reduced to a signed statement in view of the fact that
it did not appear to be probative information.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TC THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN =
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X c Date: Augnst 28, 1943
To: 8:C, Springfield
froas J. Bdgar Noover - Diregtor, ;...r-.l Rorsau of H?';-‘:‘-ifa-%ﬁa

Jubject: JOMN L. LDWIS, EY AL
CIVIL RIGHTS AND: DOMESYIC VIOLENCE

Thare are transmitted hercwith photostatic copies of five
memorands dated August 27, 191.3, from the Criminal Division of the
Dejsrizent, caplioned 1, 2, { and 5, respectively, *Mme B -
Violations of Seotiom 51, nd. is,” :

t ?hﬂ ballnte usad in tha

December 15, 1937, snd February 21, 1941, d¢id not ahow how szployee
actuslly cast his vote. With respect to Fxhibit 5{, *he Teparizent
indicates that the application for ucabershipy cards Wt ot t
to the National stor !!olationa Tourd but merely exhibited to the
field axaminer for his information in making s decision as to whether
an election to determine 8 Dargalning repiresentative for the Mine

saployees should be held,

3
-1..« 4nnm 31.4

¥

Coplas of the alome mewcrands sre forwarded for your informa-
tion and poesible assistance in condueting the fnvestigation in the
atove entitled case, You will note that i}sase seworanda contain
certain i{nvestigative s gestions ss eet forth by the Criminal Divi-
sion. These inveatigative suggestions should be fully developed

hi o -
un a8 & specific resson exi:te making 4% inadvisabls to do .

=
< = 1~ a
sncloam_r

S

N SPECIAL DELIVERY =~ -,
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( / - ;_‘ ’ J;;—‘: Tolkur *
‘ : . ;, Mr E A Tamm . ..
- ADDRESS REPLY TO ~ * Mr. Ciex;
T ' i Coffer
INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE tr Ghesa
g WASHINGTON, D. C. Hofedd
3 . WK:PC:AB L P
- Mr. :lub=n
144-10 August 23, 1943 Mr.Greey
' M:. Acers . .
* & Cur’ n
Mr. Eo.don . .
Mr. Mumford .
Mr. Starke
Mr Qufesn Tamm |
Mr. Neas:
ME'ORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR o Gomes
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Fide
Noe 3

Re;)*ﬁine "pT ae Violatioms of
gection 51, Title 18.

It is important to esteblish the subjectst attitudes
regarding the length of the period over which payments would

s, have to be made pursumnt to their sagrecment. It is believed
y that in June, 1537, they were hopeful that these pa.yments
would have to be nade oaly for a short time.

t_" This poesible inconsistency is ?.; g called to ‘your
T : attention for whatever velue it me*t htﬁ% o

N
. poses. :
» xfﬁﬁb %f;‘\

Respectfully, r - e
: -: < <74
g4 24 g

r investigative pur- ‘

-

) WENDELL BERGE,

Assistant Attorrsy General. -
v:mw‘" " o
ram .
[ fany

b <

M




» - «'-P
:'_ z . Toison .
° - ‘ '\ : 'i . E. A Tamm
\ » o
ADODREES REPLY TO | Clogs
< THE ATTORNEY SENER
AND REFER 10 . Colles

DATIALS AND P . ARTMENT OF JUSTICE iavie

A WASHINGTON, D.C. Ladd .
Nobedy | ...

. Resen .

B *CsMLE

144-10 August 23, 1943 . Truss

Acers ... |
Carsus

Beodos. . '

. Muomfoerd ...
Bearke _ .
Cwinn Tamm .

FENEFEFERZzZzzREZER X

Nease. .

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTCOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVeSTIGAT ION

NOe. 1 .
ng® — Violations of .

Section 51, Title 18.

1ss (pendy ..

Ret

TN
"
L
~N : . .
J the significance of the audit report is not understood.
- 1t is reguested that you make inguiry to determine whether the
= audit was specifically ordered by subject Lewis, whether it was
e report made in the regular course of business, and, if not
;2; it wes reqpestedﬂ?t this partioular times . - - - \J_s;;%rt;.Wh«:
. ‘ . G T
~ The suspicion is that Lewis, learning that certain
¥ persons were showing an unwholesome interest in his relation-
'Y ships with Elshoff, determined that the records for this period
it should be made to cover up

T should be destroyed, that en aud
thereafter the falsification

B and £i1l1 in the blank, and that
' of the records should be accompli ched in a more subtle fashiom. Vai

1 DED
BEkﬁ‘éngectful y,:qv’ ’45{ 7& .

(

WENDELL BERGE,
Assistant Attorney manern




" )

In my memorandum to you of July 24, 1543, you were
requested to interview Mr. Bajork. -

G Li%?atterson, formerly Regional Director,

¥.L.R.B. 13th Region. He is now General

Counsel, United Rubber Workers in Akron, Ohio.

I am reliably informed that Mr. Patterson will ocooperate
to the fullest extent with your Bureau, and it is understood
thet he has significant information. Because he was Regional
Director in Chicago during the Mine ®B" ocontroversy, he should
be of considerable assistance to your Puresau.

It 15 reguested that easch of these officials and former
officials be interviewed to determine whether or not they have
information regarding the issues of this case beyond that which
is reflected in the files of the Kational Labor Reletions Boerd.
YMany of these individuasls conferred at lemgth with Elshoff and
Edmundson, and for thet reason, they may be valuable witnesses
as to inoriminating setatements and admissions made by these
subjects.

Respeoctfully,

NDELL BERGE,
Assistant Attorney General,



i C i ©

InETIALE ARG rehAER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

&
' 146-30 August 27, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTCR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

XNo. 2

Re:ﬂ‘ﬁlno,"B“ -= Vioclations of
Section 51, Title 18.

In connection with the history of the controversy be-
tween the Progressives snd U.M,W. of 1932 until 1937, 1¢
will be helpful to have a comprehensive picture of tbe mines

& which were, at one tinme or another, controlled by these

oprosing forces.

- ' It is believed that some of the Progressive officials
~ wiil be able to furnish a map graphically portraying the
shiftin; tides of fortune during this struggle.

- This information will be of essistence in determining
T the relat: onshwn to the over=sll state controversy of the

U Ma7e campaj te break the Progressive locals at Mine "B",
ine T&", the anther Creek Mines, end the other mines of
whichElshoff was to be used to get ocontrole.

r_.-.—~
Ca .y ( ‘ Respectfully,

™~
w
(S8
clv0ZL1L BERGE,

ssistant Attorney General.

INIHEXTT) £ B
Wo

RECOED@ ‘% J ___Cf ‘er 7 7:']%
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ITIALS AN NsMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ~
WASHINGTON, D.C,

144-10 August 27, 1543

LEMOPANDUM P0R THE DIRECT(R
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

No. 3

Re: 'm!ne "E® -- Violations of
~Section 51, Title 18,

v/

The following individuals were officials of thATxtional
- Labor Relations Board who actively participated in the Mine "3
controversy between 1937 and 1941, Some of them are now with
the Board and others have gone inte other employment. I checked
with the National Labor Relations Eoard but could not obtain the
exact nddresses of these individuals in every oase.

James C%lark, formerly N,L.R.B. Field Examiner
< working out of Chicsgo, Illinois. I em informed
he is now in Indianapolis, Indimna.

.
' O s)!cmith, formerly N.L.R.E. Field Exeminer,
N Chicago, Illinols. EHe is now Director of the
- Field Division in Washinzton, D. L.
™ I. S?Dorﬁnan, formerly Acting Regioral Director,
* L.R.B., 13th Region. He is now in Washington
o with the Office of Strategic Services.

L{arti?;kva@qer, formerly ¥,L.R.B, Field Examiner
in the 13th Region. He is now N,L.R.E. Regioral
Director in San Francisoo.

Meyer SA Ryder, i‘ormerly N.L. 8. Field Exeminer, ﬂ
Chicago. He is now Rej 1on%}. rectcir_ at Buffealo,

New York. \;Q \‘? (\! L/_____ i__,,_ 7ﬁ

Leonard C¥Bajork, formerl}’Actirp‘ Regiona¥f Direotbr,
B.L.R.B. 13th Region. He is now »rdbably dn Chlsagc, >
’ 7@11n01s, as private labor oonsultant. e

oo i
tluk’lhs DESTROYED b ,7 ." )
R411JAN 11 1962
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4 ADDRESS REPLY TO - T
INTIALS AND BuMmCR DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE /1/;/
. WASHINGTON, D. C.

144-10 August 27, 194&,

1SHOR/YDULL FOR THE DIRECTOR
VEDERAL BUREAU Or INVESTIGATION

Yo. 4

Re:; WHine "B" -= Violations of
section 51, Title 18,

emorandum of August 25, 1943, referring to

ur I
PomE . ihits No. 36, No. 58, and No. 54.

w
e 8 In respect to the inguiry relating %o Exhibit XNo. 36,
Ty io>® I am reliably informed by officials of the Nationsl Labor
~ Relations Board that in Board elections, the ballot does

not disclose the name of the voter who cast it. Apperently,
there is no way to determine from the Boerd's records how
any emplcyee actually cast his vote.

This information is eguelly eprlicable to the inguiry
relating to Exhibit No. 58.

In respect to the inquiry relating to Exhibit No. 54,
I am informed that the yiembership cards referred to did
not actually come into the possession of the Board officiels
but were simply exhibvited to the Field Examiner who made
calculations therefrom, and the cards were returned to the

possession of the unions. Apparently, if these cards are
available at all in their original form, they are to be

found in the unionst files.

I believe that all petitions addressed to the Board have
. been forwarded to the Bureau.

REOORDED ¢ S A
Resplelc:tfally?z ¢ 4:_’_{?_4 [ 77 |
\DEXED [f B """i"‘ .
Wd LOgD TR
[EWDELL HENGE,

)/ 7 . Assistant Attc:i.rney General. A

With respect to the last paragraph of your memecrandumn, ‘LI




} ADDRESE REPLY TO . ) /"

Iy DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE /"
WASHINGTON, D.C,

144-10 August 27, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
FEDERAL RUREAU ,OF INVESTIGATION

No. b

Ra:>ﬁuine WRp" - Violations of
Seotion 51, Title 18.

There is reason to believe that O'Leary was used by
Lewis as a means of checking to see that the payments actually
reached Elshoff and were not misappropriated en route.




b3
T26, s
f 6103

Any informetion which you may discover regarding
the identificetion and location of the missing $15,000
will be extremely valuable. At an appropriate time,
O'Leary should be interviewed,

Respectfully,

VENTELL BERGE,

Assistant Attorney General,

b A e




{; CcC-287

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER )
DIRECTCR

Federal Burraun of Inuestigation
United Ftates Department of FJustice
Washington, 8. €.

hugust 30, 1943 |

MEMORANDUM FOR _MR. D. M.
RE: JOHN L.O LEWIS, ET AL.
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

At the above time Mr. Frank Coleman of the Department called with

ht is, TNl ;

g

Mr. Coleman advisec %

g e my office that hLe personally
up azain with Mr. Carusi in the

he has reacned an agreement with the Tax Division in the Department

'bekm_hﬁ_g!_ ccording to g_

ki e S ot 3

Respectfully,

L
F. L. Welch ?— . —
RECORURD I?—»‘/ Z'..E\i":. 4 o /_

&

/
¥
) £
&
!

INDEx i |13

-
!
EF 15

Mr. Tolson
Mr. E. A, Temm_
Mr. Clegg
Mr. Glavin
Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Traey
Mr. Carson
Mr. Coffay
Mr. Hepdon
Mr. Kramer
Mr. McGuire
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quinn Tamm_
Tele. Room
Mr. Nease
Miss Beshm____
Miss Gendy

respect to the situation which was reported in my memorandum of Saturday,

ook the matter
Attorney General's office and as a res

“Wiereby
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JOHN'EDGAR HQé)\a ' (T {) Mr. Tolson
DIRECTOR N s’ )
Mr. E. A, T:‘nm_
1 Bureau of Fnuestir Me. Clegs
) Mr. Glavia__
United States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Ledd
) Mr. Ni
MWashinoton, A, . u: :0:::1.
August 28, 1943 Mr. Traey____ _
~ Mr, Carses
Mr. Coffey
Mr. Hendon
Mr. Eramer
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. Mr. MeGuire
(@) i Mr. Harbo
Re: John L. Lewls et al Mr. Quinon Tamm
Civil Rights & Domestic Tels. Room -
Viclence Mr. Neass

¥r. Frank Coleman, Civil Rights Section in the ueparm““‘“eﬁ‘:l" 2":"——————
called regarding this case. Mr, Coleman stated that he was con~ ten Landy.
cerned about the following possible conflict of investigative ac-

tivity which has presented itself.

. A PR . - Mr. Coleman stated that for h par
< i § ’5% desired to present the , evidence regarding the violation by Elshoff to the

same grand jury which would be called to hear the evidence developed by the
,‘ Bureau in instant investigation regarding not only Elshoff's activities but
also those of John L. Lewis and others.

)

‘?C// Y¥r, Coleman requested advice frc B vho todk the call,
"as to the Bursau's viewpoint in the matter, It v?? pointed Qui tﬁ that
_very definitely the Bureau does not want any othep’ investigatoPs #idkling in-
, quiries regarding the same situvation in any investigation, since it is high=-
ly undesirable from the standpoint of both organifations and a
particularly stressed the fact that in an investipation as delicate as
present one it was felt *that there would be no question but that the Bureau
would stenucusly object to any such procedure. It was pointed out to Nr.
Coleman that necessarily in connection with investigation in this matter an
accounting investigation would have to be made in accordance with the .
. } Department's request into the circumstances surrounding the payment of
BUY | the $225,000 to Carl Elshoff by the United Mine Workers and that after
s~ the Burean had completed its investigat ion a~” the Levid ce d velped

"ég f,‘i:,‘,’f]' had LT’)f [reviewed in the Department T 7%

G0 it 18 L




