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RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

was interviewed at his residence, q

id, 11linois, on theg afterncon o
eoinl Agents
is exceedingly diirlicalt o

Fo cen rot read English. He wal born
anc has been an Amarioan c.tize for about

.dvised that he joined the U.M.W. in
and hes elways liks S U.M.¥., better than any other union because of

this. He did not like to get in trouble thot was oaused over the unlons.

He did not go to eny of tho me
wos discussed. Ho wanted to o

etings wherein the matter of changing unione
henge back to the U.M.W. 80 that there

would be no union trouble, but did nct go to any of the meetings beocause he
was afraid that there might be trousle. o signed up for the U.M.W. ot
the U.M.W. Euiléing ir Springfield, on the last da:r, after evaryone else
hed signed aprlicctirns., Ho know nothing ¢ tho rcasons the other men hed

for joining tho U.M...
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Re: JOEN L, LEWIS, ET AL

Springfield

SRR .
at his rosidence or Scpteﬁﬁer 15,

1643, Fec apoeared wiiling to answer the questions put to him. bub due to his

agc, and »>-n; knowledge of Lnglish, he would not moke a good witness., He
furpishol (ne Jolloming signed statement: .

PTERVIET UWITS

"Springfiocld, Illinois
September 15, 1943

74__"&.—2".‘.3.1{8 thz following volunta.y statemcnt to_
whom I know to b2 Special Agcuts of the Federal
Burcau of Inv.ostigation, U, S. Departnent of Justice,

"I was born q I entered the United States
in .| end was paturalized at Springfield, linois in-. I live at

. Springficld, Ill.,, and I am not employod becouss I em
toc old.

"The first mine union I joined was tho United Mine Workers of America,
vhich will be referrcd to hereinaftcr as the UMW, 1 joined this union at the
Springfield, Ill. in- I workcd at various mines in the
Springficid Area under the U, :

h "I started working at »inc A under the UMY about I left
” _ Yinc A in April, 1941. The minz shut down and I nevor returned to work when
ah o - it opencd up asgain under Elshoff. I wos too old to work any longer.

‘ "I vos in favor of the change at i'ine A from the MW to the PMA in
1522, I do noct want to work in a unien that is led by John L. Lowis. 1
always liked thc Progressive Mine Workers of Ameriea, which will be rcforred
to hereinaftor as the FMA,

"] henrd about the operator, lr. Ryan, of iline A selling out to
C2rl Elshoff beceausc it was mentioned im the PMA mceting at the FMA Hrll
about 2 week after Elshoff bought the mine,

"] did not want Elshoff to buy Minc A because he would try to got
the UMY in th¢ mine. Therc was soms talk about this st the PMA mecting which
I attended., I did not want to join the UM, so I quit the first part of
April, 1641,

"Everyone secemed to be setisfied when they worked under the PMA.

"No one tolked to me about joining UMA. 1 attended two PMA
meetings at the PMA Fall, It was brought of at these PMA moetings that
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Re: JOEN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Llshoff said he wanted to operate the mine under the UMW,
These FMA meetings st the PiA Esll were in Septermber, 1941.
S ATHIS! The notice of these meetings was posted on & bulletin Board
at the P¥A Eall., I do not remember who presidad at these

INTERVIEW WITH

meeTings.,

¥I w»s not on any cormittees.

“I saw no fight. At these meetings the miners were telling about
having families and that they had to keep on working, and so to keep their
jobs they had to join the UMK, I know nothing sbout the union trouble at
'ine B.

"] eaw no sgitavors or orgaaizars for UMT at ¥ine A, or at the PMA
meetings. I do not know the names of the men who (id most of the talking at

Et s wm o Py N e : i s
these meetings, bat tuuy said when Elshoff bought the mirne he was going to get

the UMWV the barsaining rightco.
"] did not go to the neeting at Redman's Hall,

"] went to the mesting at the Elks Club on Sunday afternoon, in
September, 1941, A man named _(phonetic) was in charge of this
rmeeting.

*] could not understand much of what was said at this

never knew any UMW organizers, so I cem not say if there were any at
meeting. As I said, I had quit at Mine A, end was just intere ted in t
went on. Fost of the talked I could not understand.

Lo ) -
1

"I can not read the English language, so 1 have had
q, read this statement to me which consists of two and one hall
ard 1

is true and correct, and I understand what it says.

signed)
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Rcy JOHN L. LEIIS, PT AL

coue e (Y ol
1llincis, was Jointly intorviowed ot his rosidonco

on Scpterber 16, 1943 by Specinl syents
is prosently working at the Ponthor

: P incis undor the Fii. He ie olert,
rer"*lly sasv- rad a1l questlons, but did not attend any of Sho PMi

neetincg in W ptember, 1941 whon the Pl Local ot Minc L was disoussing

joining the WIie Ho stoted he wes eonbacted by former P4 rmen to join
the T8 ane Qic 50 marcly t: keop hie job, He oxocutod the following
writton stotaonent:

®Sprinrfield, Illinois
Scptorber 16, 1943

w 2lrg the followin~ voluntary stetorment to
, W I knaw to be Speeicl L-onts
of thc Fodoral Burocu cf Investijction, U. S. Deaprirent of Justico.

*I resico am Sprin-ficld, Illinoie.
I an proscrtly erplcyed ot tho ronther Crecr !lire 5, Springfiold,

Illin>is, which job I have hoé singe ebout thoe first of llarch, 1943. I
wos eiployed ot Tine 4 from chout until Fetrucry, 1943. I quit
vorkvin - ot thot rine o ~et e jcb nocrer ry hawe. I wos bora in

I arrived in tho U, S. in
noturclized on? b 1 i» 9e citizen ot Sprinrficle, Il

I was
s about

“The first mino unicn I joinod w-s thc United !4no frorke
raferrad 4o heroincftor ss tho Uil
unti whon I

<f Jmorioc
- in- I worko?¢ ir tho nines in
cwio To Sprinpiicld.  In 1932 I wos workin~ at reabody ifne #59 and I

joinod the rrorrossive 'lino Torkere of uinmerico, referrod to heroinafter
s thoe Fi., ot this nine of ry own frec will., I workod there until

I went to Une 4 in I wos sotisfied workin- undor the Pla. 1
first learncd that Elshoff ho? bourht fine 4, in 194)1 by tzlk ermong the
rincrss I ¢i@ pot welcome the charre fraon Eyan to Elehoeff, beocuse 1
thou-ht tho e¢o5néitions at tho rmino would be bettor under Ryan, and the
P and as it worked ovt, thot was truc. Under Ryen end the Phi, the
workins ccnditione weoro [code

N> T orrenizers approoched rme to join the T, butm
phonetie), ¢ P!l nan and five or six othors whose names

reccll, come to ry housos cld e if I wanted to kecp -y Job, 1

had to join the Uil ce the would nct cpor unless the miners joined
the Uil. He dig not use any thrects or explein why he thought it would
be 1like this. cnd severcl men with him were telking to the othsr
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Res JO7 L. LEGIS, ET AL

IPTERVIT. VITH ninere to get them to join the UMV. contacted me

_ ebout & week mfter the Elks Club meeting. I did not go
wcontirued) to this meeting.

b § hau'd e rumor that Elshoff might try 4o operste Mine A
throurkh the lline B tipple, but I did not believe it becauss it was not
practical. This 2id not bother me, and I told the other miners so.

“I heerd the runor before contacted me that Elshoff would

open the mine on the condition the men joined the Til'. I believed this
to be true as I knew ebout line B not opening until the miners working

in that mine ioined the UlF. Since Elshoff was now the operstor of both

n that mine joins
mines, I thought the stme wWould be true at liine A. 1 joined the UMY
only to keep my job. I weuld heve rether been & PLA member. I feel
rost of the miners vanted the FlA because tley knew ebout the Kive B
trovtle, Ther did rot went to be out of work, 8o they joined ths UM,
¥l heard from other miners about the mestinge when the local
of Fih at line A was meeting end talkirng ebout changirg to the UM'. 1
did net go to ary of the meetings. I ‘thoug}"‘t the miners would joir the
mEr

Ui'. I decided not to go to the meetings. I omly went to the UM

Hell end signed up with that union.

wihen Elshoff first sterted opsreting mine & in 1941, the
orditions in the mine wore not es good es they "hed been under Ryan end

the Flihs Under Elshoff and the Tii!, they refused to provide good air
in the wino erd did ewey with the mearures teken by Rysn to improve
this situation. JThey docked us excessively and did not tell us why.

it thet time, men wera easy to get. Now, the conditions are better
bece.uce men can get jobs elsewhere, and dc not have to put up with thet

sort of thing.

I heve read and fully understand the two and onc half pages
of this stetement and it is true and correoct.

Witnessods

mec g an «B. 1.

Specie] hAgen® TMB.I.*
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' Re: JOFK L. LEWIS, ET AL

!przngmle!!, !!!!nols, L&s Jo!n!!y ln!ervlewed at

his residence on September 18, 1943, by Special

He was cooperative, answered all
qucstionr =mclied; however, he hed no inlformation of particular value relative
to this iaovi-y. @& execuled the following statement:

IVTERVIZ: VITH

Agents

Yspringfield, Illinois
September 18, 1943

moke the following voluntary statement to
, mhom I knew to be Special Agents of
nvestigation, U, 8. Department of Justice,.

the Tedere urciau o

"I am presantly residing at Springfield, Ill.,
and I am employcd oi YMine A as a digger. 1 starigd workine the

ané heve worked therc ever since, 1 was boran in

arrived in the U, 8. in- anc Wag naturalizecW
Prior tc 1832 I was a nem-er of the United Hine Workers of America,
referred to hereinafter as the U, but in 1932 I veluntarily joined the

Progressive Mine Workers of America, referrcd to hereinafter as the PMA, to
got away from John L, Lewis. I was well satisfied with the PMA.

"I first learncd Elshoff had bought Hine A, from the minsrs. Ryan
wes a2 good operator snd I would have rather worked under him. T knew
working conditions under him were good.

"o UMW organizors tried to got me to Jjoin the UMV, It made no
diffcrence which union 1 belonged to,.

"I heard a rumor that Elshoff might operate ¥ine A through Mine B,
end also that the mire might not open unless the men joined the UMN., I did
nt care., I thought I would have my job anyway,

™ihen the mincre were discussing joining the UMW, I only went to
one P¥A mecting and this was at the Elks Club in September 1941,

"1 hoard about the meeting from the miners., “presidad
at this meeting. 1 believe the men had made up their minds to join the UMW
before the meceting., They took a stending vote to join the UM and it carried
almost 100%., There werc no UMh organizers in the meeting and no fights,
After the vote, Eduonson of the UMY was sent for to take us into the UMN,
Edmonson arrived with a notary public and the m ners signed W™ membership
cards, Lémonson made & speech weleoming the miners back to the UMF, and told
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2 ' Re: JomM L. LETIS, TT AL

us the mine would open within a week, and it did.

Lo INTERVIE: TITH
U !continue!! ] wae not on amy cormittee enc had mo contact with
officials. The conditions under both urnicns 8&re about

the same.
. o)

"oitnessed:

(signed)
Speciel Agents, F.BE.I.

‘sipnel)
Snzcial Agsnt, T.ELT."
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Re: JOIN L. LEWIS, ET AL

IFTTRVIER WITE m Springfield, I1linois,
— was jolntly InTerviewe Yy opec Agents
.

and © his residence on September ID, .
e vi¥1ingl; answeled Mues!lonv puvt vo nim, and he indicated he would be
willing t~ testify. Beeosmunes of his age, is not mentally elsrt and

gencrally =ould not maks & good witness. He Turnished the following signed
statement:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943

"1, _rnake the following voluntary statement to _

. ——ﬂ'
“\Hhom I ymow to be Special Agents of the Federal
Pureiu ol laovestigation, Ue. 5. Departmert of Justize,

"I resile e
presently unemployed,

Srringiield, Illinois. 1 am
] was last employed at Mine A, and I stepped working
bocause of physical disability. I was born in

I arrived in the United States in and I
became & na 0 clo.zen a8t Syringfield, Illinois i

"The first mine union I joined was the United l'ine “orkers of
America, referreé¢ to hereinafter as the UMY, at
I worked as a member of the UL in the State of Illinocls

Lbout I went to work in minc A and worked there until

"In a%32, I was working at Yine A end joined the Progressive Mine
Horkcrs of Amcrica, referred to hereinafter as the PMA. I joined when the
me jority voted that way. It did not make any difference to me which union
had thc bargaining rights, After I joined the PM¥A in 1832, I was satisfied,

"In 1541, I first lcarned in the nowspaper that Elshoff had purchased
Yinc A. I was glad he bought it, because it had been closed all summer, and
1 wanted to go beck to work., Yo on~ asked mc to join the UMT at this time,
The ~working conditions hzdé been satisfactory in Mine A under the FMA.

"I hcard a rumor that Elshoff might operate Mine A through Mine B,
but did not know if he would, and it did not make any difference to me, 1
nlso heard a rumor that Elshoff might open Mine A upon the condition that the
mincrs would join the UMY, I did not know if it was true, but I was in favoer
of joining UL to gct some money.

"Thc only PYA meeting I attendsd when Minc A miners swung over to
the UM was at the Elks Club on & Sunday. Somc of the miners told me about
the meeting. The fire boss at the mine, (phonetic), presided
at thc meeting at the Elks club, They had & door kceper and no one got in
except PMA members of the local. A vote was taken as soon as the meeting

= 507 »
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Re: JOHYW L., LEWIS, ET AL

In a standing vote all the men voted for the

WFRVI...H T-’ITH Startedo
Mm%, 3 wes not namud on any of these committees. After
continued the vote, Edmundson, of the UMT was called in to take us

as B locel of UM/, Edmundson arrived with another man.
1 do not Xnow what Edmundson said, but he had everyone sign up for the UMA.

"I nerer telked to amy officials of the UMY, but went with the ma jorit:-.

4
1 was r1ad Clshoff bought the mine es he openmed it up right away, The mine

had besn closcd 81l summor. I did not care what union they had at tho mine.

"] have read this statement of two pages and it is the truth to the

best of my knowledgr.

Wlitnessed:

Special Agent FLE.LI.

(signed)
Specizl Agent, F.B.I."
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Re: JOII! L. LALIS, ET AL

jointly intervievied at his
residence Special Agents

on Septamber 15,
and thiercfore is not easaly

rEr a3, LITH

1943, This vwitness speaks broken ®English,

_understnsd. Hz appeared to have no knowledge of pertinent facts and would
not apperr co be a good vitness. He fumaished the following signed
statenent: -

nSpringfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943

meke the folloving voluntary statement to

whormm I know to be Special Agents of
Investigation, U.3. Department of Justice,

wI v7as born

Y - o G
States in and vos naturarized a 11¢ago, Illinoics about-

I an prescntly emplceyed in Mine 4 as a digrer, and live at
- Springfield, Illinois, :

the Foderal Durcau o

4Phe first minc wnion I joined va:z the United !'ine lorkers of
dmcrica viich Wil be referred to bopcina®ter as the Ui, I joined
this union at

vT do not renenber exactly vhen I started vorking in Mine A,
but I think it vas in

qﬂycam before the Progressive
tfine Workcrs of Amcrica orcanized at [line 4. This union will be re-

lfecrred to horeinafter as the Pild.

"] started working at that mine wunder the Uif'. I was in favor

Ef' of the P, organizors at the minc in 1932, becausc everyone said it
o vould be better than UM.. I did not sec ay diflcrence. T Tas satisfie-
B vith the PIL,, and liked to Tork under that union,

1Y did not care vhether Elshoff or Ryan operated the minc, I
just vantcd to vork., lhen the majority of the miners joined the UM, in
1941, I joined too. I knew that Elshof[l wanted the Ul!. in this mine from
talking with other miners.

"The minors liked to vork under the P before 1941. Theso miners
were ns satisfied as T was, vorking under the PHAL.

"I heard mincrs say that Flshoff said he vwas going to try te
operate Mine L through lline B.

"I attended the two PiL. nectings held at the PHA MHall,
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Springiield, I11l. at that time in September, 1941 when
the miners were telling about joining the ULY and shortly

after Elshoff became the operator of Mine A.

= WITH

continues

"I knew about these meetings from motices posted at the P ¥ A
Hall. The President of the PMA local presided at these meetings. I
did not hear much of the conversation at these meetings because they talked
toc fast or I was too far away., I saw no fights. 1 was not a member
conversation T heard was by the PMA local President

o memur moremma b oAn M
Wi oally LG iiuuThoe ic

who asked th:s men to decide what to do and ask them if anything was wrong
with the vworking conditions at the mine, and such questions as that.

"I did not go to any other union meetings. I did not go to
Redman's Hzll or the Elk's Club, meetings,

"conditions ab Mine A have becen the same as far as I know
under the Ul as they wore undsr the PHA.

(stence) RN
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL.

IKTERVIF. .ITH

prin » 1nols, wus
ig residence on September 15, 1943, by
Spceicl Lgunts specks
wnd unle.stoads prglish very we wos cucperctive and staued thet he
is willine 7o testify if necessary. He donied heving a oriminal rocord.

The folluwing signed stutenment was obtained fren NN

"Springficld, Ill.
Scptember 15, 1543.

. meke the folicwing statemont freely
end voluntorily to whe hove identified
themsclves to re &s cpocial spents of the Fodera. Burecu of Investigation.
No throets ¢r preniscs have been made to me to cbtoin this statemont.

“I,

"I rzsid- et Bpringfield, Ill., end am em—

ployud nt Peabedy iine #59.

"I wns born on SRR  .bout
- I begen to werk in line As gricr to that time I was & menber of the

Unitcd 1fine vicrkers, and coptirucd in that union efter I started at Mine A.

*In 1932 I wes in faver of the switch from U.M.T. to Progressive
Line T.orkers of America. I wns fed up with the wey thet U.M.%f. was running
things et that time, ‘hen the men switched over I went along with thens
From 1932 tc 1941 I vcos completely satisfied with PuM.h.

“scmotim: in Scptembor 1941 I heord thot Hr, Elshoff hed bought
Eine &4 from ilr, Rysn, I heard thot there was to be a spocial union meet~

irg f P.l.L. tc discuss this new develcprient at Line A. As I recall thi
meeting was held cn o Sundey in the Elks Club, ond ren it,
There wons Jiscussicn in the meeting about switching from P.ll.A. tc Uk
This discussion wos brought ebout because cf the talk going cround thet
wé, the mincrs, hid to join U.MK.T.. beczuse Eine A had been bought by the
wwper of line B, cnd becausc we wouldn't be gble to get jobs in Mine 4 un-

less we joined Ulliuwe.

¥I 4on't remember hearing any talk abeut working Mine 4 through
liine B, ¢r abcut Elshoff refusing to do business with two unions.

"There wos no rumpus in the meeting at the Elks Club, I think
thet cll cf the rincrs were afraid that Mine 4 would nct open up in the
fall cf 1941 unless they jcinmed U.ksws I recell that somebody sent for
Edmundsen, but I think this wus after the vote when the nimers voted to

- 611 -




I e BT LT e L0

¢ J

RE: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL.

INTERVIE, " 224 turn over to U.M.we I only recell that
Edmundsen thanked the men for turning over
ecntinued to UM

"t this mecting I signed up with U.K.7. I went eloxng with the
mejority of ‘he men. I fipured thet if I didn't go elong with the majore
ity, I weuld not get my job back, I didn't went to hove the trouble et
tine 4 like they hed ot Yine B.

"I decn't recsll geing tc eny other union meetings in September
1941. I hea scy that he had seen Elshc{f but I“
remember if he told me what they telked ebcut. 1 remcmber thet
s=i2 scmething cbcut his not being tblie to stey out of work &1l sumcT so
he got wise apd strrtcd to telk te rivers ebliut swinging cver to U.Kdia

" hen I henrd that Elshoeff bought Mine &, I thcught he would
start to werk it riglht eway. I didn't give the sale any thought until
the mecting at the Ilks Club. &fter that 1 thcught that there might be
trouble et Kine & liks there hal been et Lize B.

"I left Mine A in April 1842 to get a better jcb. I was not
dissatisfied with U.L.u. when 1 left Kine &

"] have real this stotement consisting cf this end twe other
heniwritten pages, and I state that it is true to the best cf my knowledge
end reccllection.

7o/

Tritnesses:

pecinl 4Lpents, FBI,
Springfield, Ill.
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Re: JOAN L. LE.IS, BT AL

Springfield, Illinois, was inter-
; b

DTERTE. T.IT]
in his rcsidence on Specigl -

aEu-
ko SR
does not understand Enplish we and has a ve

During the anterview
preter, Ac.arding to
no criminal racord.

ing ablliiy.
ct a3 inter-
]

Sped

"Springfield, T11. -

sake the folloving voluntary statement tt-
whom I Inow to be Special Agents of the
Weleroea, o2 Investigation, of ry ovn free vill, with no threats or

promises made t» ne.

T am living at Sorincfield, T1l., and

ar. vorking at Panthelr Creéxk o, 4 T v'as bo
and camze to the United States 1.‘;” I have polien ry lirst papers, and
a: not ret a citizen., I Jjoined the .. in and stayed in that

union until 1932, vhen I vent along vith the line A over to the Pro essive
- and quit ih
I vas satisli

hd
wd

itine T.arkers of Amcrica. I began at (line A about
of 1943, becauce the air vas bad, and vas maling ne sici.
vith the sviich from U.LT.. to P.ll.4. in 1932, As far as I vas concerned,
it nade no difference to me. I was villing to do ¥hat the men did.

T sav that the ifine L was sold to Flshoff in the nevspapers,
and thought I might lose my job on account of the salc, because I figured
Iine £ vould go U.iLl., and only U.ILT. men be employed there. I knew
vhat had happened at Uine B, and thought the sane thing might happen at
Mine A if the men didn't join U....Y.. Ho one talked to me about joining

U.b.. . before Ryan sold it.

"I v:ent to a P.M.A. meetinr, held, I think, some place on 5th

in September of 1941. vas one of the speakers,

but I don't know the nane of the L no led the meeting. told the
men that Tlsholf planned to operate line A through kine B, an at he
touldn't operate lMine i unlezs the men joined U.M.Y. I felt that I would
have to join the U.M.Y, or I'd lose my job. Horever, it didn't nake any
difference to me vhat union I belong to. I donft knov of any special
committee being appointed, and didn't go to any other neetings. I girned
up ¥ith the U.K,'. at that sane meeting, on a Sunday, I only signed because
T thought I'd lose iy job if I didn't. Since the Uk, has been back

ions <en all ripht,

..... 3

ad PRI L . A —~—

at liine &, condi

m has explained this statement, -
consisting o 15 and one otuer page to me and I state that it is true
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to the best of Iy knovledge.

(sanet) Q.

DEC anz.-uSy I,
springfield, Til."-
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‘presided ot this meetinge 1 think 1t wus

s’ o A
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REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Bpringfield, inois, was interviewe [3

home on September 17, 1943 by Specicl Agents
speaks English
well, &n erstand 1t woll enough tO uestily wnich he snid he is
willirs to do. He suid he has no orimin.’ records The following
gignou stni2-ent was obtiinod fram hims

"Springfiold, Ill.
Scptonbor 17, 1543.

@ T .
"I, 1~ ipe stotonent frecly
and voluntorily to who hovo

identificd tiemselv.s to me &s BSpecitl Jisents of tho Federwl Buroou
of Investigutioas o throots or promiscs h.vo Leon mudc to mo to
obttin this stotoments

"I pros.ntly rocsido at Springficld
I11., cnd um empioyod in Miic ae I wus ;
In I otno to the United Stntos,

oiltizcn on

"I began to work in Minc 4 in Hwhcn I wus o nanbor of
tho Unitoed Mine Workers. In 1932 I joine 6 Progrossive Minc Vlorkors
of Amoricue I wos in fovor of the switoh boouuso of the raw deul tho
minors got under tho WM. when the ballots werc stolen, ond whon tho
UeMods signod o contruct givimg the miners « out in peye All the

time I wos in the P.ileisse I wus cntiroly sctisifed with thut unione

®Samo tinmc in Septomber 1941 I suw in the nowspupor thit Mre
ELSHOFF hud bought Mine & from Mre RYaiNe Beforc I went baok to work
in the fall of 1941 I signed up with UJdfle ct the U.M,Us buildinge
I heard muny ninors suying that if the non did not sign up with UM
Thoy would not heve any jobs.ot Mino se I un un old ntn, ond 1 know
thot if I did not havo & job ot Mine A, I could not get « job in ony
osther minc becouse I wus too olde I signod up with U.M.Ye only bootuse
I wis afruid thet I would not be oble to get u job in any other nmince
I sigacd up with U7, after nost of the miners hod signed up et the

méeting in the Elks Club.

"Previous to ny signing up with UMJTe I wont to o uniom
neoting at P.duie hall whoro the nen discussed whother thoy should
join tho U.M,Ye in ordor tc work ot Mino ue The loctl union prosidont
The non voted
oguinst joining the U.H.T at this moeting. on't rononbor anyone

- B15 -
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REs JOHN L. LE'{VIS. ET}&L-

INTERVIZET "IITH talking for U.MJie, and I dan't renanber nny oonm
nittee boing appcinted ot this ncetinge
Lecncinued)
"I hoord thot ELSHOFF wos goiapg to pull
aotl from Iline o through Mine Be I know that ELSHUFF ooald not do this
boscaur. Tarve kud Yo e @ lot of digging first,

"I heard nbcut o seoond neeting of the miners in Pudiene hil,
but I did not go tc this meetinge I heard thot smme men tulked for
Uudolle, ond thot thero wns o fight, but I dcm't know what tho fight wns
tbout e

"I+ seons to nc that I rescived o 10'{: sor frai RYAN ond ELSHOFF
tdvising that RYL.N 1nd sold Mine a 4. ZUTHIFF. think that tho letter
stated thet FIZHCF® wre going to open Hine o m*ﬂer 4 UldlTe contraotse

®Then I waut bagk to work in Mino 4, the oonmpuny wts bring=
ing in nen from sl. over the countrys. They bogan to double up in
Eome of the roome, The oomdyunr pot nen thit did not know how to work
in this kind of & ninc. BSomo of the nen bogen to quite Conditions ot
Hine 4 now ere just a8 good os they weree at first 1t scered that the
ocnpsny wes trying to push £ll the old nen out, but now the wur is
on, the cunpeny scens to be sctisfied with tho old nene.

"I heard tho loocl prosident, (NEGR to1) saoc of

the non thot if the foderal agonts cane tc Thoir NCUSGE, they should
tell the ngents thrt they do not lmow anythinge. Thoe men whan
tcld wore formerly employed ct lfine Be He never suld cnything

C NQe

"Undor the U.d.\Je the mon hove to do just as the president
suyse If thoy quzstion what he says, they may got bent ups This is

whut heppened undor” but conditions ere better nowe I
was ot ane neoting when t niner wos botten up, but I dun't kmow his numes
"This stotenont oconsisting of this tnd unc uvther typeowritten

pcze hos been recd to me, and I stote that it is true to tho best of
my knowledpe cnd recollcotions '

A ————
Flitnessos:

8peweicl asents, FBI,
Springfield, Ill."
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REs JOHY L, LEVIS, ETAL

INTERVIE ! WITH m, Springficld, Il.,
— wo.s 1nLorViowol &L hlSs rosidenco on Sogtem‘oor 18, 1943,

-

Soretande Ezrt o ———, s
rmon spocks and undorstands Znzlish sulficiontly wo novzh to tus.ily, which

he will d- i® nocossary. Ho cdmittod having buon arrestel for drunkonnoss
in §priinficld, I1lincis, but claimod to hove no othor arsost racord.

n Springfield, Illinois
Soptombor 18, 1943

_____".T.— moko tho following voluntory statoment

to whor I know tc bo 3pocinl Agonts of tho
Fodgrel Buro.u cf Invostigation, of my ova froo will, with mo throcts or
promiscos modo to mo. .

.

[ P} z o

"I oo living at . ingfiold, Nl., and
en working ot Mine 4, I wus bor- ond camo to tho
Unitod Stttos whon I s cbout a year old. I recolvod my citizenship whon
my fothor wos naturclizod, T startod worzing ot Mino A dn hoving been
o member of tho U.l.W. sinco@MMMM whon I jeinod o In 1932,
I switchod over tc the Prcgross Mino Vorkors of Lmoricl. votod for the

siriteh, ond was in fover of it, thinking it would bo ¢ change for tho botter.
In 1841, I rojcinod thoe U.M.l.

"1 saw in tho nowspapers thaot RY.N had sold Mine 4 to ELSHUFF.

I didn't think enything about it, ond didn't hear any rumors that he mi ght
cporoto Mine 4 through Mino B, or that ho would work with U.M.i, mon only

in Mino L. HNo onu talke? to mo about joining tho U.M.W. &t tho timo I sow
tho nctico. I joined tho U.lWW., signing up at U.M.W. Hell. I haven't gono
to any mootings ot ell, cithor cf tho P.M.i. or U.NJ. I sow *
uptown one day, ond ho tcld mo thero wos going to bo & nmooting ot U.H..

Hall for tho mon to sign up. I don't know of ony othor mootings whioh might
hovo boon hold, and doent't know anything moro cbout tho mottor. Binoco I havo

" boon werking undor U.M..(, at Mino 4 I have saen no differonce in conditions

from whot thoy wors undor P.M,., ot tho mine. I signod with U.M.¥W. booctuso
I theught I had to to koop my jeb, ond know I oouldn't got any other job.

"I havo had road tho forogoing to me, and stato that it is
truo tc thoe best of my knowlodpo.

e —— -/ —

!poo!a! Egonts, !IE!

Springficlc, I1l."
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

September 14, 1943 by
This man siated

Special sagents
that~he e niL a citizen © L LT wees5 pecause he caraot read or
write Eucli=i, and is not even able to wrile his omp DAEC, He does not

w.derstanu Ei.glish except .short, simple words. m
was present during the interview. She rea € Statemen

Y. and adviscd that it centained everything that mﬂ
declined to sign the

had said in the interview, i ith
P e t‘.rnn, —

a mark, but said that everylhing 1in hie statement is ue,
£2i¢ he has revir been arrsstod,
"Springfield, I1l.
Coplomber 14, 1943.

"I make the fgllowing statement
frezly and volunocrily to andm
who have identif.cd themeilves to me as Special Agenis of U
Fodorsl Purcau of Investization. No threats or proriscs have
boen made to me to obtain this stvatement, :

Springficld,

"] prescntly reside at

Ill.i and I am amnloicd in kine 4, 1 Was Dorn on
I eame to the United ©
no!- ga—coz‘.; Ia Umt.,cg g!ates citizen.

"1 joined tho United winz workers in and stayed in
union mtil 1932 when I joined the Progressive Eine workers

that
of America. I rejoined the U,i.W. in 1941 when 1 was vorkirg at
“r2 A, I began to work at idnc A in ' '

WIt makes no differcnee to me to which union I belong. I
thirk that P.l.s. is as good as U.LK.¥,

n] saw in the newspaper that kr. Elshoff bought Mine A
from Yr, Ryan,

"Before 4 went to work in the fall of 1941, the pit committee
of P.¥.A., tolc mc that I would hav: to join the U.M.W, before I

went back to work at Mire 4. I did not know why I had to Join the
U.k.#. I heard that Llshoff wanted both Minc 4 and Mine B to

have thc same union.

"I signcd up with UM
1641 at tho ~lks Club, At 1 AX on liorday morning L1shoff sipned a
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, BT AL,

ETERVIS.G «ITE contract with the U, MW, I don't know why
— the Cuntroet vas not signed on Sunday. 4 man
T IEETAvEY) by th. rnime of

ran this meeting, He
told the ren poes.wnit that if they wanted tn

go to work sn Mir: s, theoy had to sign wp witn U,ILW. Edimmdsen also

vizz at .o w.oztirg. Ho szid thot if the mow did aot sign uwp with U.LW.,

th.y tould cot gt 2 205 ot the mine.

~ "I do rut know anythirg about any special nmcetings other
tha one I mentiored, I don't krow anythirg about any special come
nittoes being appointed to talk things over with the mine nanagement.

UThe rcasor I Joirod tho J.¥.v. was only to kesp my Job at
tinc a, I w2s afraid tast I would not Sove a2 Jjoo if I 6id not sign wp
vith U.iL,w. Since then U.1LW, has troated = O,h. Tt makes no dif-
f-rence to me whicl wicr has the countract »Aith .Lnc 4,

read this statement
cortzined everything

¢ ANTLOTrVICT.
statcment was true, but declined to
sign it with a mark,)
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REs JOHN L. LEWIS, RILL

2 INTLRVIN

pringficid, Illinois, was intorviewo
o ov Scptambor 18, 1943, by Spooinl agont ;
- end retants Frslich vory wolls |
ey Tho sti c.or~ Bos forth below wus road Dy vho 3sctod that ovory-
s'j thing is 3% 46 “ruc. Howouor, ho doslined <o sign it without giving any
N ronsens. Jt §s bosievod his positicn on tias V.M., Pit Committoo may hove 5
s influoncod his rcfusal. |
- " Springfiold, I1l.

Sopvtombor 1B, 1943

b "I, w1 tho followins stato-
ot ment frosly and vrluntorily to m who
b hove idontifiod thersuives to mo 6s Special Agunis ol o Fodornl Buroau

of Invostigation. lc throcts or promisos hive beon modo to me to obtoin
this stotumont.

1 prasontly reside ot

r
.’—. Sprinzfiold. T . and ox erployod in Mino ..
"In 1932 I bagan to work 8t Mino A under the Unitod
Lino Yicrkers, .« fow months lator I joincd tho Progrossivo Kino Workors
of Amorict when thoy obtoined the burgaining controct with Mine L. In
1941 I rojoinod tho U.lL. .t prosont I cm on the Pit Committoo for U.M.W.

at Mino 4.

1 wns born on

"I don't know cay rousons for tho switch from U.M.W.
THR e T 8o

to PoM... in 1832. I wus not too satisfied with P.li.L. ot Klno L booouso
it soorcd to ro thot tho unicn didn't ovon try to onforce tho rights of

the minors undor their contruct.

"In Soptonbor 1941 I rond in tho nowspopor that
'r. ELSHOFF bought Mino i from Mr. RYaN. 4t tho tinmo I did not think thet
o Mino i would cpan up boozuso I thought thot ELSHOFF would try to opornto
=t Mino i thrcush Mine B, At that tinc Mino B did net havo suffioiont
focilitios and oquipment to (ot full production frem both Mino A and Mino
B ot tho same tinc., Boforo ELSHOFF bouzht Mino 4, I hoard somoc mon say
thet Mine A oould ba oporatod through Mine B.

M4no B wos ¢ nowor mine, and tho shaft of Hino B
Hing 4 thon tho shaft of Minoe 4. X

WD ly clcsor tc tho diggings in Mineo 4 thon
thousht I would got o job at Mino B if thoy attomptod to mino Mine A through
Mino B. I know that I would have tc join U.M.W. in ordor to work at Minmo

B. I did mnot hoor any rumors thot Minc 4 would bo cporatod only with U.M.W.

« B20 -



RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETLL

™, EREOTEA v v e

‘ "T:’; e

M”Iﬂ Soptombor 1941 I wont to o P.M.i. mooting at
-~ P.M. A4, Hell, At this mooting wo olected o committoeo
{CONT INUID} of six to moot with ELSHOFF to asoorinin if ho wos

going to opon Mino A., I don't roumcnmbor who wis
oloctod t- this c:mnittco. Aftor the commitioo wns oloctad, I lolt tho
moeting. T Lonrd thet thera was & fight ot this nooting, but I did not soc

it, or knuw tro rcason for it.

£

"I want 4o nec othor group mootings oxcopt o mooting
ot tho Elks Club cn a Sundoy in Saptombor 194l. I don't romambor who told
me obecut this mooting. Tho purpeso of this mooting wos to seo if tho mon
woentod to stuy in P.M.L. or swing ovar to U.M,). Sonc big paa whose namo
I don't know prosidod ot tho mocting. 78 tho mon who pro-
pcsod tho questicn as to whother we shoula stay i1 -.Meas or go into U,
i woto on socrot bullut was had, and the majority favered going into U.M.W.
iftor tho voto, RiY EOLUNDSEN ewmo to tho nuetinge. Ho scid ke woas 'glad to
hovo tho mon bock.'! At this mooting u ocommittos wos olootod to ge to soe

2lely vios oloc*ud o {his eormittog. Als ttis committoo wus
I don't romombar
if any cthors wore cn thls c-mmittsos o mo HOFF in EDMUNDSEN'S offico.

0SC.R F..LCETTI wes clsc thorc. Fuor scmo reason unknown to me wo oould not
mko 6 contract with Mino A ot that t2mo bocouso it wos Sunday. Le I ro-
eall EDLUNDSIN otllod ELSHOFF by phene and askod him tc oome %c his offico.
I think EDIULDSEN enllod ELSHOFF twe times., This mecting in EDMUNDSEN'S
officoc wos about 5 p.m. Vo disousscd somu provisions of the oontract and
the pay rato. Thoro wesn't much argunont over tho oontraot. ELSHOFF

soonod tpgroocblo.

"/ ftor this mooting I wont hone, and about midnight

- Wile U skt s wman

I went tc ELSHOTF'S coffiocc. ELSHOFF signod tho contract without cny troublo.

"Sinco 1941 oconditions et Minc A soonm to bo bottor.
Tho mon got ovorything thoy wont. I think ELSHOFF is easior to got along

with then RY.N ving,
) "I joinod U.M.W. in 1941 of my own mocord. I wos

gotting tirod of P.ll.A. I &d nct hove tmy redson to boliove thct I would
not got my jecb bock at Mino & if I did mot Joim T.H.W.

"l havo road this statonwont consisting of this and tweo
othor hondwritton pagoes, ond I stoto that it is truc to the best of my knowe
lodga and reeclloction,
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ELLL

(CONTINUED) Proud this statoment oand statod
tlat ovorything in it is true, but ho deolinod to

eizn it.

pacia onts,
Springficld, I]1."
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

o - I pringfield,
I1linois, was interviewed in hils residence on
Sortenber 15, 1943, by Speciel Agents *

This man does not spenk Englich ‘oo well,

and ot 1imes he has trouble expressing himeslf., He is riso hard of hear-
ing. K. urd.rstends Bnglish when it is spoen slowly and c~learlys. I
necessary, ne #ill testify.

s2id he has no criminnl records

"Springfield, I11,
September 15, 1943.

mrke the following voluntery stotement to
vhor. T know tc be Specinl Agents of the
of m,;- owm froo will, with no threats or

Federal Burecu o
promises madc to ne.

cld, I1l., and em working

"I cm livine ¢
and cemc to

et Wine 4. I wos bera
the United States in 1 became o citizen =
I joined the Ue ke “7a in and w.s & mesmber until <y -
o member of the Progressive Line Vorkers of hmeriec. I nsver held an of-
fice in eny union. In all the time I vwos o member of the P. M, Al, I

liked the union, was sctisficd with it, tnd didn't want to rejoin the U.

i
Me e

"I sow in the paper thot Ryen had sold the mine, and Elshoff
bought it. Just ofter tiis, t special P. M. A, meeting was held at Pro-
pressive H:ll, Notices of the meeting hod been sent out by o committee.
The meeting wre for the purpose of finding out whnt was going on, &nd a
comnittee was appointed to find out whether Mine A was going to stoy
closed, or whether it would opernte. The pit committee of the P. M. 4.
refused to go see Elshoff at Vine B, and refused to heve anything to do
with him. Therc was a lof of arpuing, and almost soms fights. This meet-
ing ws presided over by * I think that's the neme, presi-
dent of the P« My As locrls There VO o much confusion in the hell to
know whet wos happening, cnd I don't know how the committee was nppointed.
The specinl comsittee went out, I thought to see¢ Blshd f, and weren't gone
morc thon ten or fifteer minutes, when they came back. mn
on this cormittsee. When they cnme back to the hall, they teold a nen
that Elshoff would opernte Mine A, but only with U. M, “i., tnd thet the
men ¢ ould go back to ork only Af they Joimed the U, M, We I don't know
whether they say Elshoff or not.

. . hen I first hecrd thot Elshoff had bought Mine 4, I did wonder
what would happen to me. Reptrdless of the union Elshoff wanted, 1 would
heve to work there, becnuse I was too o0ld to get 2 job somewhere else. I
woe sctisfied with P. L. he, ond hodn't been appronched by eny U. M. W,

- 623 =~
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

men, but weuld Join U. M. W, only to keep

my job at Mine A. I didn't hear anything about
Elshoff working Mine A though Mine B and didn't
hexr anything about having to join U. M, W. to0
work i:a the mine, before the union meetings. wherse thess thiregs were dis-
cussed, 1h+: mction at the meeting come so quickly thet it looked like

it woe plzimnl.

"About three -days after the P. M. A, meeting mentioned above
I went to cnother one at Progressive Hrll, At this time, #
wos the lecder of n specisl committee, and reported to the men for the
committze. He scid thot the men would have to join U. M, W. to work in
line A, that Elshoff told the committee this. and Elsheff would open the
riing if the men went U. M. ¥, The co.rmivtee war then told to find out if
Elshoff was planning to work Mine A through Mina B, Another meeting woa
set for the next weal. At this meeting, where reported, some of
the younger Progressives got up and left, end n't come back. I didn't
cc to the next meeti=n~, bececuse I wone disgusted and told them that if
everyone elsc joinsu Unitod, I would. 1 don't think there were any Us M,
“i. orgonizers ot these two moetings, although there might have been. I
wtnted to soy something at these mectings, but wes efreid I'd lose my
chence to go back to work if I did, and elso because I didn't think it

would do any poed.

(CONT L:/U3ZD

"I sirred up with the U, M. W. £% a Sunday meeting at the Elks

Club. ﬂled the meeting and told us, 'Boys, you ses whet hop=-
pened in Dine H. 1T we want to go to work, we have to Join U. M. Wet I
weg one of the lest to sirm up that day. Edmundson spokes to the men, said
the woy they voted was up to them, end that he would stick behind them if
they got in trouble. I joined the U. M. W., not because I wonted to, but
because I had to, to keep my job. I still prefer the P. M. 4., but con-
ditione 8t the mine under the U. He We are entirely satisfactory, and as
rood as under P. H. A

"I hrve hod the foregoing, consisting of approximetely three
p.pes, rend to me, and stote it is true to the best of my knowledge.

/+/ S
/s/

Srecinl Agent - FBI
Springfield, Ill."
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R: JOIl L, LEVIS, 5T AL

Aaente ci unflcrfnmxd
Bglildrind nave3sery, he W1l
tectiZy, . soid he hias no cerisdinal reco_'d

The Jcllowding is the migned stoterent executed b"—

"Springfield, 11,
Septerver 15, 1943,

n2l:z the follovirng voluntary state—
vionm I o to be Special Agents
of rmr ¢ frae vill, ¥ith no threats

nent to
cf the 2 ol
or pronises nade o ne,

irvestipatling

al Lowli™

"T an 1liviy at
vorking at lline g T vas uL.
United 53tates in I ves naturalized in
joined the United TXic V.orlers i and vas a nember until
1932, vhen T joined the Prorressive [ine | oriers, vhile vorking at Peabody
No. 53. 1In 1938, I began to vork at Lanc A, ard vas a nenber of the PLE.A,
until 1941, vhen I rejoired tae ULILY, 1a 193Z, vhen T joined the P.M.A.,
I svitclied because 1 t‘mm‘it ve vould heve better conditions, I vas sat-

efied with the P.) A., never found anyihing btad in it, and never regretted
Jo:mlr:g the P,ILA.

~field, I‘l., and an

T sav in the paper that Tlshoff boughi liine A from Rran., I

never thousht that it vould alfect iy job., T felt that I vould have a job
there rerardiess of vho ovned (inc A. I vas not approachzd by anyone to
join the U... . After Rvan sold the mine, I lng, in jeneral talk vith some

£ the nen, that Mighoff niglit ooerate lidne A throuzh lline D. I thought that
if thiz vould nean that the union vould have to chiange in line A before the
re;n could mo back to vorl: there, it tould nalie no difference to ne, I
vanted to vork, and had to vork, and I vas willing to Vvork under either
wiion, Jjust so I cculd wrk, I never did hear anything about ¥Eishoff opera-
ting !ine A vith U,1LT. nmen only, and rigured that that vas vhat the question

siie
v.ac,.

"The only P.l'.A. meeting I vent to in Septenber of 1941, was the
one on Sundar at the lks Club, I heard of this neeting from the men, and
heard that it vas to decide vhether the men vould stay P.M.A., or join
the U.livA. I don't remerber the person Yho conducted the neeting, Vhoever
it vas, asited the man to raise their hands if they vanted to join the U.WLY.
Everyvody raisea their hands, but I sipned up at thal tine with the rest
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Re: JOIO? L. LE IS, W7 AL

of the nen there. FRdnundeon cane in later, I
donit renember vhether before or after I -
cigned, and gaid he vas ~lad to volcore the
ren back into the J.MY, I sigmed up vith
Uny, roerise I vanted to have a jcb., To one forced ne, cr tiureatened
pe, ana ) Jonred of iy o free will, Sirce the UILF. has been at
1ine A, condi.ions liave bien just as good as they vere under P.ll.A.

contlinued

1] have nad 4+he forenoing, consisting of tvo pages, read to ne
and statc it ic true to the best of ry knoviledge.

SEE )

Soecial Apents, F.B.I.
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RE: JOHN L. LEUIS, ET AlL.

_was interviewed at his residence on

September 19, 1943, by ﬁgenth
h He gave information willingly anc Irecly.
He stei.d he hed never beer arrested,

T:i: following signed statement wes obtained frcm—

¥8pringfield, Illinois
September 19, 1943.

IHTZBVIZG +.ITH

“make the following voluntary statement tod—
‘hom I krow te be 8pecial Agents of the Federal
urcgu of Investiga ¥y 01 my own irie will, with no thveats or promises

made me.

and am worke-
ing at and

' & I was naturalize J
the Tnited Mine ‘.orkers in rt Auburn, Ill., ond was in that umion until
1932, when I joined the Progressive ilire ‘.orkers of america, at Mine A. 1
never held any office in eny uvnion, I was in favor of the switch from
U.¥. .. to F.M,A. in 1932, e.nd was entirely setisfied with PEA all the time
I wos o member of that unicen.

"I reccived a letter from Mr. Ryan in September of 1941, saying
that he had scld Eine 4. Thc men that I saw and telked to, from Mine 4,
were 81l scying that the thing to do was to join U.K.i., that there
wouldr.'t be ony jobs for us at Mine & if we didn't. They were all saying
thet Elshoff would only operate with U.M.5\. men. I also heard, in conver-
sation with the men, that Elshoff might pull coel from Mins & through Mins
B. This talk made me fecl that I hed to join U.M,%w. if I wanted to keep
my job ot the mine. It didn't meke a lot of difference to me which union
I belonged to. I was satisfied to go along with the majority of the men.

"I signed up with the U.M.u. et the U.M.l,. Hall. I was told, at
kine 4, that all the men who wanted to sign up with U.M.w. should go down
to their hell, and do it, that we had to do it to keep our jobs. I didn't
go to any union meetings during that time, so don't know anything thet went
on. I signed up to keep my job, and no one threatened me in any way.

After the U.M.w. got control st Mine A, the conditions weren't
as good as they werc under Ryean. The rooms werc bad, and generally, con-
ditions were unsatisfactory. I gquit working at Mine & in Kay, 1943, after
I had asked for better conditions and had been refused.

This statement, consisting of this and one other pagc, has been
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RE: JOHN L. LEUIS, ET LL.

iwr--'l mri-*. -1 TH

witno8s. st

it is true to the best of my

/-/

read to mé,‘and 1 state
knowledg€.

Special agents, FBl
Springfield, I11.
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Re: JOra L. LEVIS, ET AL

Ny
“ad

was interviewcd at his residcnco,*
Sprinzfield, Illinnis, on the aftornoon o
. A
Ly 14

1843, by Srecizl Arents G
would not make a zood wiuness Jduve to his

in.b1iic >,.pross hinsclf in he ¥nzlish langusze. K3 gave information

s-t fortw in the {ollowing statement:

“Springfield, Il
Scptembcr 14’ 1913-

T 2m on Americon Citezor,
and

I nm rresently emploiét'at

pocial Agents

vho have identified tnis-celves To ue To Le
the recdoral purcau of Irvesti~ction, o promissc, throots, or consideration
s boer malt £o me $o mako this stitement.

=f any kind has brer w2l

"I have wrruzd ot ¥ivce A since I was onployed ot Mine A

that Ryan 5512 the mine to Elshoffs Beforc that time no one

ot the time

waptod to chanee the unicn at Minc A frum the Progressives ty the United Mine
“ork:rs. Wo wonted to stay Frorressive. That is the way thot I folt. Then
Flshoff boucht the mino, thers was 2 lot of talk. I went to some meetings

at the Prorrossive iall, and at the Elks's hall whon the mem voted to So %o
the O1%. I &5 not romerber whe it was who told me, but 1 romember thot
they tcld me that Elshoff was not roing to open up Mino A and hire Progros-
sives, ond that he woulcd kecp it closed and toke the coal ocut through Mine B.
t->1d us onc day st a Frugressive Mecting that if we joined the
rct cur jobs beck., I do not remember his nmame. I had heord
thin~s ot 7inc B, end they said that Elshoff would kecep Mine A closcd
like he ha? at Fine E if he hal to work with the Progrossives. 1 voted to
join the U7, amd €id join the U, I votcd to join the UM, bocause I wanted
t: kcep ry jot, anc wanted to work. Thoy said that we would have to join
the MY in order to keep our jubs. I éid not want to be a TN member. I
would rother belonz s the P57 nowe Thinss are nit as pood at tho mine new
a5 they were befores TWe zot fincd, ans have to buy our coal from Mino A,
(the DITA mode this rule) and ~ther thinss that we did not hove to éo when
Fr. Ryon ron Mine A

"1 yumembor getting o letter about the mine, but I do not remember

Thc Encincer
ey we could

.
cbout thinss

who 1t wos from ar what it seid,
"] have read the abovc statement on this page ond one othere It is

W ¢
B i coc0) PRI .
N ¢ 1c-c¢) PPl

nll truoe and accuratcs
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RE: JOim L. LEwWIS, ETAL

in Aprul
LO €O0Cilnud

X intorviow would

O SnSv.or al, Jucs
just be & westo of timo,
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RE: JOAN L. LEVIS, BT AL

was interviewed at his reaidence,_
Snringfield, Illinois, on the afternoon o
943 Special Agents
and epenks Erglish so Docriy it
eppaarea chnt he not underst:nd question. maked him, ard kis answers could
not be u-der:i->od. Due to this, no statemesni wus taken. He tried to explain
to intervicwiiy Lgeats why it wms thet he had joined the UMY when he was a
strong Progrescive. He sssured that he would rrther be a member of the Pro-
gressive Mine vorkers., He wes born He is
not e citizen of the United Btates 15 erployec at Mine A.

L LR 2 2R3 2 Ly L4

218 interviewed at his residence
Springfield, Illinois,
ber 16, 1943, by Spec-
ial Agents is a
perscn having an appareut T_FEnce adove e average er. He
wis extrenely uncooperstive duv-ing the entire interview. His answer to all
questions wrs that he had no coament.

He stated that he hod no interest in unions, never went to any of
the meetings, end did nct care which union he belonged to., He claimed to
h-ve been out of the city et the time of the meeting when the wote was tnken
tc go to the UT end he did not attend eny of the other meetings. Vhen asked
if he w-s scotisfied with the uninn es it wns before Rysn sold line "a", he
would only sny that he had no comment., Be suid there had been nmo discussion
of chonging unions when the mine had closed in Merche 7

He wes questioned regsrding whether he had been contacted in ref-
erence to the investigntion, and strted that he had not, However, upon the
Apents reaching for a typewriter preparatory to prepering a statemen‘c,b

hstated that he would sigr nothing. ®hen Agents ndvised him t
e woult not have to sign cnything but that they wnnted to write the statement
80 that he could look nt it, he srid that it would be useless s he would not

read it. Becruse of this nc st-tement was prepared. Original notes made by
interviewing ~gents following the above interview are being retained in the

files of the Sprincfield Field Division. wags borm
is employed at Mine A.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 4L.

INTERVIZY WITH who resides at
— ' Sprarngiitid, Illinois, was interviewed on
ne afternoon of September by Special

18

azents
Loy Curc.iz==0 @ fe witness due Lo nis poor understanang ol the
Erglish lan. see ard his accent which is d #ficult to wnderstand. Al-
though he rz:used o ¢ign the following statement,he assured agents
that it was true ancd correct,
"Springfield, Il
September 14, 1943.

"Wy rame is—l was born i':z*
T am an ~lopsc s tewezen, 1 meke the follow=

INg stats who
have identified trenselver tc 1€ 1O DE OpECla . LE.NTLE Ol L€

Federal Burcau of inv.ctigation, Ko promiscs, threats or considera=-
tion of any kind .os beon macde to me to gat me to make this state-
mant.

il D cember 1941,

I worked at wdne s for atout
iciur-d, I am now woreming

I was employed at kince 4 a 5 !
Eyan to Elshoff. Jeforc that time the men at

e en i e WAawlowe Qf Bwmevd nn

Aiif L A

the mins

the mine :rs5 of tho Progressive &ine ®orkers
Thoy liked that wnion, ard there was nol much talk about changing,
Ther: might have been somc. I liked the Frogressive kine Workers,
and would have liked to stay in that wnion., I do not know what
happened that mad. the ren change. T do not go to the meetings
very ofter becausc I canmot hear very well., I only vent to the
meiting at the nlk's Club when thoy signed up for the UMV, I
signod up that nizht, but I do not rimembor what else happened.

I wantcd to work, and so I signoed uv because the whols rcst of the

A Ay
SO Upe

-

oo ) ~
ALl ES

"] do not reeall gotting any lotters about changing Unions.
I did rot carc ruch which wnion I bolonged to, just as long as I
could work, but I was satisfied with thc way things were going

bzfore.

"] have rcad the above statement on this page. It is all
truc and accurate.

s/ F,B.1.
FBI®
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIEY VITH

s interviewed at his residence, _
pringfield, linois the afterncon
erbor 17, 1943, Dy Special hgents Hand *
s & person having an intelligence about that o 8 BVarage

miner. Ho would make a good witness. Es claimed to have never been oon-
tacted in reference to this case and mew nothing ebout it. However, he re-
fused to enswer some guostions as being too personal, such gre he had

signed the application for the UMV, While waiting f

ere sitting in front of his home wh
mﬁa stated, "Ah, F.B.I." clalme
heve known nothing o ¢ present investipation., It appearsd tc interview-
ing Agents that ﬁw&s not giving all information in his possession.
He refused to sign tho following stacement, elthough he assurod that it was

trues

" Springfield, Ill.
September 17, 194%

"4y namg i

] jt12Z 6N I make the following statemen 0
who have identified themselves to me to
be Speciel Agonts of the Federal cau of Investigotion. Ko promises,

threets, or consideration of any kind have been mods to mo to mnke this
statement.

1

"I have worked at Mines A for almost 20 years. I was employed
there in 1941 when RYAN sold the mine. I remomber thet the men at the local
chanpged from the Progressive Mine Workers to the United Mine Workers at that
time. I do not knmow why the men mande & ohangoe. Befors that time there had
been nc talk amcng the men abcut changing unions es far es I cen recall. I
was not interested in union cotivities very much. I live too far out, ond
did not go the meetings often. 1 did not care much which union I belonged
to, as I had to work, and either union was alright. I did not got to any
of the mectings where the men discussed changing over to the UMN. I signed
up after the mesting when tire men voted to go to the UMi. I heve no further
coment to make.

*I have road tho nbove statement on this page. It is true
and accurate.
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Re: JOIM L, LERIS, ZT AL

INTTERVIC ITH who resides at
Sprin-ficld, Illinois, was inte
to-ther 14, 1943, by Special Arnents
and would moke A good Wi €
am inteli : orroe aleove that 6: the average riner, Ho spea’s sood Enplish
aud ocan ckpro.s himsclf well, Iie gave the information set forth in the
followinr si-ne~d stutencnt:

8

Sprin-field, I1l
Septorber 14, 1943,

Mty nom: is I was born in

I muke the £ollovii™ sLItinicme 50
wro have identified thimsoivos e Dpe z
o ¢ roderal Burcan of Investization. No proacsc, threats, or considern-

tion of any kind has vtoen made to me to make this statement,

"1 workad ot finc A from June 1934 until the ninc was sold to
Carl Elskoff ir the swmrcor of 1241, In 1941 when the mine was sold, it
wag clascd tocausc of s.asonal closurc, &5 was the usunl custom, I was
on the pit committec of the lecal krozrescive Mine Torkers of Amorica union
ot %inc 4, local #8581, Until the timo that the minc was sold, there had been
qe talk thot T heard of olout anyonc wantinz to chanze unions, The men were
211 scotisfied with the oporation of tho irozressives, and the loeal,

" hen Elshoff toucht the minc we had a meeting of the local to
stc what was coiny to bo done with the minc. I went to the moetings et the
Irozrcssive ©all, There had been muny rumors zoiny cround as to what Elshoff
was ~oinc to do with the minz. ilost of the mon thouzht, at least I know that
I thourht, thzt Llshoff would favor the UM., beczusc of things that we had
hoard had hoppened at Mine E. 48 I roeall we elected o committoce to talk
ts Elshoff, and if I rccall the cormittec could not find bim. & new cormittee
telked to him, and they reported back to us that he had told them that he
wauld not open un under the 11X, tut would koep the mine closed, and toke the
conl out tkrouzh minc B, The mon wanted to work, so they went 2nd joined
the UV on the promisc or hope thot they would be atle to have their jobs
ard workin- conditions exactly thc same as bofore, 1 did not want to join
the U7, and was eble to jct cnother job. I never went to any of the
mectinzs at ony other plecc than the ¥rogressive Iall,

"] reccived o lettcr snd a card atout the nmeetings to te held at
the othor halls. sizncd the card, invitinz me to one mooting.
The othor wos 2 1cTULr s1 nca ty Edounson, tclling us that we would be oble
to come tack into the TMA without any prejudice etc, and would be oble to run
our local a5 we had before, This lcttor also said something about Mine &
havinz boen sold, and thet it mizht not open, 1 do not rocall the details of
what it said atout whether he could promisc that it would be opened, or not.
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Re: JOIZT L. LE7IS, ET AL

IPTTVIIT FITH Mat the ncetings at tho FMW hall,—was the ope
#ho told us ctout what would happeB. Thero were other mem

conting.d) on the commiittec tut I do not reeall right now cxactly who
thoy vier..

77 c.d mot intcnd to Join the TM. nd would rnet zo back. I did go
back to the mire o [ow daye aftcr it opeaed up to met my tools which I hed
1-ft talew whein I had lest worked. I talked to Jack Kiors, who was mino
supcrintendont ot the atime, asking him if I could go down ond get my tools,
T to1d e that I would have to ask the mun who w stznding out in front
of thc o I thinlk thot Jack Glas: Baungnrnar,
and 2nd some oth:rs wi-c arcun crc. <+ tallked to ono of
tho Yoard mem crs, and one of the otho: fellows. They told me that I wopdd
have to si-n up with t~c UI7 or I woull not Ye alls Ly co down, #
told me thet it wes his orders to koop anyono frco golnz Gown who not sign
up with the M. I woat:d to cct my fatheris tools too, but they did not
12t me zo aftor then, ¥3 t5ld me that he would heve thom brought up for
mz, tut I mever ~ot troe them. & sct of tools was worth ot that time about
835 to %40, -

"] never went tack iato the mines, 1 would huve mone back to the
mine if 1 2ould hove gone bLeack as a kFrogressive,

"] was always satisfied with the Iropgressive linc Workers of
Jmerica, 1 think that the men all felt the same 28 1 did, 1 talkod to many
mon who 6id 7o bock to the mine and csk them vhy they went back as UMW, They
tald me that they did aot want to zo " buck cs UMW, tut that they had to work,
zné thoy thouzht that they would hive to juin the TN in order to koep their

jabs .

"I L~vc read the atove stxtement on this pase and two othor prges.

It is 211 truz and accurate,
R - ;- 2)
si-nod) FE
G (- 751"
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teo.  I0W [ ITWIS, BT AL.

was interviawed at nue.
Sprizgficld,

TV T R“—T"‘ CoaTma

iy

rcsidence at

by Sp.cizl sgents
a5 1.l src ceold not roturn work after the ming vas ovonen o7
TLSUCFF. 5. -ves amable to attend anv of the meetings wherc the Ais-

5 vxe. ncld cotcornaing the change oy unions, ard he adviscd that

cussiu s
had a2lwavs boer satisficd with tho operation of the PME while working

!’l
at dro oA,
TP ot roturned to work 2s yet.
A sizncd stitiment -tas not chizined from— irasmuch
1751100 .

=S 1 nas not information partirent to tlls inves.

citizomn.
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Re: JOHI L. LEVIS, ET AL

ImEeTIT VL TTH

vag irterviewed at hir residanoe,
Springfield, Illinois, on ths
of September 15, 1943, by Spycicl

Arerte
gl houg’ Lav. it 8 very hoavy &cce€at, 1§ cols_tared bY In.oviilewlng
Agauts ©o 12 & persgon of high intellipence ©nd educationr. L has
manners whiszh wwould nermally be found only on & very polished
pentlemes, He does not eppeer to be neerly ae old as he is. He
does not have & great deal of information, but would be a good
witnesc except for his mccent. He is not difficult to understand.
e pove informotion set forth in ths follewing stetenmext:
*Srinpfield, Ill.
fupterber 15, 1943

s;.
~

axe the following stotemors e nd
vho hzve identifisd themss £ ne L0 be Gpecle

weots of the Federzl Burecu cf Investigation. Xo promises, threats
or considersction of emy kind hos been mode to me to meke this etate-
menta

%] heve worked ot !ine A for qrc-c-.re. I woe working
therc in 1541 whon ¥ine A wos bought by lane B. Before that time
I di¢ not hecr anytone tolking ebout changing unions at the mine.
I do not cere ruch cbout unions. I would be setisfied with either

wnion. I did not vent to chonps unions because it did not make eny
difference to me which union I belonged to.

” I am an Ame ican witeréle L &m now emnloyed ot line Al
m

*] do not understand English very vell. I went to meotings
ococseionelly but I do not remember very well what hepponed et them,
Becuase I ¢id not zlwoys underetond whet was seid. I wos et e meeting
¥ the Progressive Hell, end the meeting at the Elk'e club vhen the
nmen voted to go beck to tho United lline Workers. As T reccll they
told us thet the i'ine Viould not be opened unless we joined the Ull:,

1 do not remamber Who It wcs who told us that. *'e thought that
becruso *ine B had the UM% and they would want to continue et Mine A
©ith United i’ins Workers. Since it did not noke any difference to
ie hich union I belonged to, I joined the W',

®] heve read the above staotement on this pege end it is true
and apcurate.

/+/ o
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RE= JOHY L. Lm-‘T-q, ET AT.

was interviewed at his residence —

Springfield, Illinois, on the rorning of
cr 18, 1943, by Specinl Agents

Septemb:
himsc¢ll wo 1, and nas &h ell:fpence Above that of the everege miner. He

gave informe - ion set out in the followirng signed statement.

II mTRIrTTT

[P

"Epringfield, Ill.
september 18, 1943,

I mrke the following
who have identified

: Special agenls o0& the Feairas burvau of Investi-
hrests, or consideraticn f eny kind has been made

statement to
themselves to me to
gation. No promisss. t
to me to make this esvetement,

"I have wcrlzed et Mine & since about I was employed there
in 1941 vhen Ryan soid tle miz> to Elshoff. The mine was closcd down that
summer, but I was workirg thire when the mine closed seasonly in March or
4pril., I intcnded on going back when the mine reopened.
out that

W Al

bout why the men changed unions

time. There had beun no talk about cnancing unions prior to the time that
the announcement of the sale was made. I think that the men were satisfied
with thet union, although I was not too interested in union effairs, and

did not go to the meetings regularly.

"I‘! J-b—n uec

g

o

“ifter the mine was sold, I heard that the minc was going to be
closcd and the coel taken out through Kine B, I do not remcmber where I
heard this, but I think thct it was in the newspaper. I went to the meot-

[P —— P N
ad the United Mine iorkers.

ing at the LLKS *s club when the men signed up for
I had gone to no o other mectings. I went to that meeting for the purposc

of signing up with the WM.

"I believed that if we joined the United Mine workers, that wo
would get beck to work sooneére That is the main thing that influenced mo
in changing unions, and I think thet is what influenced tha other men.

"1 do not recell what happened at the mecting &t the Elks's,
There was so much noise that I could not hear very well, and 1 did not pay
too much attenticn. Ray Edmu son tnlked that day, but I do not imow what
he said. I went to the Elk's Hall for the purpose of signing up with the

W, because 1 thought that if we werc UMW men that the mine would be re-
hoanraniea T hed o +. "‘P e f"‘d ’Hﬂ"‘ +hﬁ

Enwrm A dlad
Cad W W -

6‘pCﬁCu BOOneT . L believed this bscause I hsad he

coal would bo taken out through Mine B.
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RE: JOHN L. LEIIS, ET AL.

"I recall that“ who I think is an orgenizer
for the UMD, was out around the mine a few mornings
after it opencd, but I do not lnow what he wans doing
there.

-, ITH

continunc

L ¢a this page and one other page.

- ve read the sbove statemen

e

I+ is all tric end accurate.

7/
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Fe: JOHV L. LEWIS, ET .L.

was interviewed at his residence,
Springfield, Iilinecis, on the

mber 1%. 193, by v recial Lponts
A N - I et~

INTERVIEW AITH

Pal e A 57 k7 leu tlat tnr. chang . PO TVaS MmLu@, < ulought
that he wcid rave o join the ULW in orde* w obtain the benefits _
the wnion iaacmuch as he could no lorger work, He did rotwant to

join the T ard would have preferred to stay in the PMA, He was born
in_ He is an Americar. citizen.

In view of the above circumpstans _ -as not re-
quested to exccute a sipgned statement,
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R:: JONN L. LEIS, ET AL

LTERI%. VITH as intervieved necial Afentis
R and sermod to be a
T very soogerati e individual and aiso sex:cd to have &
fair’z 0ad reeollection of ovents that he had personal knowiedge of at
the tiie 7. their occurroacoe, Poor not speck Trglish fluently
arnd ig (Lw In comprchending the meining of guestions put to him al-
“thoarh it is felt ne would be a favorable witness for the Governnent

LTter ho hed ciecuted his zigned statcnent E&tatcﬂ that about
o Suptumbor 3 or 4, a mas Waom he know to be tho District Board member

for th: 0L had addresscd o group of nen £t MHno A stated this
nan was zbou. 53 vears of cge, but ciner thon that coud give no further
inform-tior ac to a's identity. AS boot o5 he could recall, this unknown
pon advised ihe min rs thot if any 1oderal ner weaced to talk to them
sbout conditicns at ©1: mincs they should soy thoy cidnft know anything
and had not scen enyining wrong ot the noncs; that the best way to stay
out of troublc was to scy that they didn't know angthing,

P;tatr-c; +hot he vns not imoressed by the man ond that any timc
the gdvornient vonted to kno~ anything he vowld trlk if he hind any

information,

-cr:-cutcd tho folloving sifned statument:

A )
BCDL. T4, 1943

arke the foliovine voluntnry statenent to_
3pzeisd fpents of the Fedoral Burcou of Invaestis=
i

!II’

i . a4 _ N S L, I . L eadis e wme ~ e e
NG LNrools Or prorusgcs lave Dot Boad 1o inducc e to make any

S41TI0NL,
statcmoent,

nT a4 born ©
citizen in rbout
~nd vork at linc /.

nI storted vorkine ot ifinc L in about 1926 and had been o wamber of
the U.M.U.. since about- I have never held tny office in promrossive
or unit.d, I was vorking in Panther Creck # in 1932 vhon the siate vent
progressive and I signed up vith them ot that time., Uit that tinc I vas
100% for progressive, buvt didntt have anything to do vith the start of
the wnion. -hen I firet started at Minc 4 cverything vent along fine
and the men wore all s-tisfied,

nTic rminc shut dovn in the spring of 1941 and I got & letter from
Ryan tolling me that he had sold Minc [ to Elshofl, Since I lived in

. - b4l -




Re: JOHN L. LELIS, ET AL

LTI T T m didn't go to meny of the progressive meetings.
R 1

lemuer’ polnf Lo wue ul Lhe pivgrveostive mentings

coneey and T think it was at Redman's hdll, I guess nothing

was settled at this meeting cxcept that &1 of the
men vno were at that meetinz seemed to be in favor of preogressive.
T rcoamber that some of *he men ¥ere apneinted to g comaittee to go
see zicholf. Most of the men sceaed toc think that thoy had to join
United in order to keep their job, but I can't explain why they all
f21t that vay, Somebody said both Mine A and Minc B would be run by
on: wiicn and they all scemed to thkdnk that unless wmited mon ran the mine
it vouldn't opcn in the fall,

- "] didn't go to auy othur necuings & wag not ot the mooting in the
’ Wlks Club ¥*h.on the r.oi1 decided to gpe Uaited., T was never buaton or
: threcetonud in any vy, but hed the felling that il might happen some
day., I Jjoinnd tho United ne Lorhors w.ion, veciuse I was afraid I

Lo wvould losc my job «t !dn~ 4 if I didnit sign up. I went to a meeting
g at the UG, hodl eficr the mecting ot the Elks and at that time I

bar joinad the U.KL.. I nud been vorking obout tvo vecks vhen 1 joined in the
A fall of 2942,

Inp—

i
0

"This statoment hoes beon rowd to ne b;r— cnd it is
truc to the best of iy mecnory.
stee-)

litnessess

Special Accnts, F.B.I.
U.S. Dept. of Justieon

- 542 -




\ D

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL.

vas interviewed at his residence, —
pringfield, Illinois, on the afternoon o

1943 by Special Agents and
is a person who has goou coumand ol the
150 LaTgEu-ze, can eXpress homself well, znd has an int:lligenve above
trat of thc averzge miner. He was uncooperctive, and it e pesared to
interviewii.g apents thet he was concealing fzacts, and relating circumstances
which did not correspond with his knowledge of the situation at Kine A. BHe
studied the statement set forth below, and then startcd folding it,
prepsratory to putting it into his pocket, and stated that he would have to
see his attorney about it. He was advised that the statement was for the
use of Agents in preparing a repert, ard that he need not sign it if he @4d
not care to sign it. He then studiec the steztement at some length. During
this stucdy he stated tna. the staterent would nct hold ary weight unless he
signed it. Upon the cimpletion of the study he r:turped it to Agents saying
that there was nothing in it amyway, and he guessed it could do no harm.

He was asked if it was true, and he stated that it was, and related what

he had told the Agents.

"Springfield, I1l.
September 15, 1943

¥y name 1is I was born in

I am an Amerjcan citizen. I make the following statement to
and % who have identified thcmsclves to me 1o pecial
Agents o ¢ rederal bureau of Investigation. No promises, threats, or

consideration of any kind has been made to me to get me to make this statement.

e FrOgréssive Eing ime that
the Mine was sold. Prior to the sale of the mine, there had not been any
discussion or agitation thet I know of among the mcn to change unions. I do
not know what they werc thinking., I personally, did not care much which
union I belonged to. I was satisfied then and I am satisfied now under the
Ui,

#T did not attend many of the meetings. 1 was at one meeting at the
Progressive Hall, but did not stay long enough to know what happened., I was
out of town on the day that the meeting was held when the men voted about
changing the unions. When I came back, I went and signed up with the UMNW.
There was no compulsion excrcised by the Progressive Mine Workers to keep me
or any of the men in the PLW that I know of, and there was no compulsion by
the United Minec Workers. I do not know why the men changed. I had heard
some rumors about working the mine from Mine B, tut I did not pay any
attention to it. I had not taken part in the discussions or heard much
about changing until after the meeting when they did change. I did not
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

Y
s care, as either union was alright as far as I am
concerned.
o
L W] have read the statement on this page. It is e
g& and acca.aey
hi” - F.Z.IL
t- F.B'II"
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Rc: JOHN L. LEWIS, T al,

who resides at
oprirgricid, iilinois, was
Lo £ 5 :

interviewea on the

by Srcciul ~gents
ang would not make a
u. to ar irability to cxpresc ninsc & wery poor
rovory.  He furnisncd inforration as set fturch in the following signed
statemeat.

~ ~

I

- + [
IRV RRTYE R ST

"Springficld, I1l
Septerber 14, 1943.

"arr rame i I wzs born in
I aman «morican 2lt.2 i, om row emplove

S iclloviire cwatement to

o anT. identified SmE LAV - to be

ACCLLS oI tae foedorzl Durcezu of Investigation., Ko promises, threats,

or consideraticn of ~ny kind has been made to me. It 1z all true

ard accuratz,

T have worked at tirs 4 since SBRSEENN T vas er-
plorzd thire in 1941 whon Rean sold his interont o Elshoff.  Be-
fore Ejan sold the nire, thore was no talk about changing unions.

I guosc evorybody was satisficd with the Progressive Mire %orkers.

I did ot car: ruch which wion I bzlonged to, but I would have becn
satisficd to have stayed under the Progroessive idne derkers. 1

do nut know why the een changed unions, Elshoff bought the mine,
and so they changed wriorns. I guoss thoy wanted to have tho sare
wmicn at both mircs run by Elshoff. 1 do not know why they chanzed.
I went to orly urne mecting whers thoe ratter was discusscd ot ally
Thzt wis tht nmocting at ths “~lk's club holl, 411 I can rorember is
thit they sign.d up for thz Ullv at that tirc., I sigred up because
the mzjeority was zoing to. I did rot carc ruch which unisn I be-
loneed to, Ico not know why the other ren sign:zd up, or changed.

"I have road the above stat.ret on this page. It is all

trus and accurate,
/5 G

"
F.B.I'“
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Re: JORT L. LEVIS, ET AL

inzis, was intcrvicwed on the afternoon
Spceial Azents m

an’ sould make an avaerlie
Mac to 5 eaprcss himaelf and an inte:licence vhich

cxcools That 3? the averase miner, Ic refuesd to execule the £o>11lovwing
gtotomont but assw ol that it was true:

Sprinzficld, Il
September 14, 1933,

I make

ke hovwo identificd

......

th;hs lv 5 £ g U : C i & &1 Burcau of
Investisatisn., Yo prrmisces, thruats. or eonsicderuti-n of any kind has bLecn
mac to me, t- make this statement.

"I hive work.d ot dnc A for atout !yoars. I was employed at
Fine & in 1941 whc“ Ryan s51¢ out his interest to Dlsheff. Befsre the
enn-wicenent of that I had heard n> ciscussicon about chanzing unions., There

was & 1-t of confusion and some diostisfaction with the }rogrcssives. There
yas n. talk tef~re that, however, olout chanjiny uni ns.

"I went ¢t one meetin: at the Irﬁ*r0551ve liall, when they were

ciscussinz whet they shiuld do about unisns, and the uhan~c of -wnership of
.

ine A. That nirht, no one know what thoy wanted to do. It was nll eonfuscd.
I th-u-ht that they did nct know what they werc 7oinz to do, 80 I dic not
bother to 7o to any other mectingse I decided I would do whatever the
majority Jid., I cid mt 7o to the mooting ot the Elks's when thoy vated to

~2 to the M. I signed up later.

"] did not carc particularly which union I belonsed to then. 1
wos satisficd with th: way things were then, and I am satisficd now,

"1 have read tho alove statoment on this paze only. It is all true
and accurate,

R ) > S (- T
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Ras JNEN L. LeviS, ET AL

mfho resides 8

pringtield, Iilinois, was interviewo
smber eoial Agonts

ies not oonsidere

witnd & hocvy anccent and a vory lneudible voios. He
tion sct forth in the followines etctomont. It isg bs_no

NTERV

¥YSpringficld, I1l
Soptambor 14, 1943.

nomc is is— I wee born im
or gl on citozone I rako tho following statomo

andm who have idontifiod thomsolvos

hgorte o o Lo urceu of Invcstigation. WMo

ronicsc, threots, or conesideorction of any kind has beon modo to mo to got
re to ~cle thie etotoment.

"I hove worked at ifinc A sinoc 1935, I was omployod et Mino A at
thce timc thot Rysn sold his irptorost to Blshoff. Bofore thot timg 1
had hcord no tolk cbout chonging tho union from Progroesive to Unitod Mine
Vorkerse I wos satisfiod with tho weay thnt the Progreoseive MNince Workors
viere oncroting, wnd I think thot most of tho ninors woro toos Whon Elshoff
bought tho iming, thore was sono talk about what wuer going to be donag.
I vicrt to somc of the rmectings et tho Frogrossivo Hell, I did not go to
any other mcotings. I do not romormber who it wos that told mo, but I
recmcnber thoat they stid that Elchoff would not open iling A unlose we jolnod
the United ¥ino Workors., I 2lso heord that if we did not join the UMW that
he would take the conl out of Eino & through kinc B. I hed hecrd that
Elshoff fovorced tho Unitcd ¥in: Workors, and haé fovorod tho UMW ot Mine B.
So "¢ thought thot he would fovor tho UM at Mire A.

"I did rot nttend the ~voting whon thoy voted to go to tho UIW.
1 joixod later. I joined the UMY boocmusc I had to to koep ry job cnd work
<t ¥inz Bs I woulé have proferrod to have etayod in the PLW,

®"I plan on quitting “inc A in tho noxt fow dayz, end finding sono
kiné of work on tho outsido. I do not think that tho oconditions ot lilno A
ore ce pood now ce they voro undor tho Progressivos. Tho locol pomsce
rule thot wo oould not tolk in our own langunges ot tho mino, ond if wo did
thoy fine? us. I belicve in frocdom, and I wos not gotting it ot Xinc A
under tho UM,

#I cot goc sort of lottor, fron the Unitod Minc Workors I bollowo.
it noar os I can romembor, this lottcr oskod us to join tho UK, end told
ue that if wo ¢ié thot Mige 4 would opon, &nd thot wo would got our jobs
boalks
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Rce JOEN L. LBNIS, ET AL

tanding around

the nino oitio or tho mino rooponcde Thoy wore
10uC thorc overy rorning for o oouplo of wooks or 80 Ido
not know what thoy worc doing thoro.

*] hovo road tho cbovo etetorert on this page cnd ono othcr pagoe

I+ is oll trus ond sccurctcs
TR
» 1 (sipnod)
F.B.I1.¥(signed)

ees -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

who resides at g
- Springfield, Illinois, was intervi
on the evening of September Special
Y ——————
mike an average witness, e has arn intelligence abov the

average miner and can express himself well, He is not too difficult to
wnderstand, despitc the fact he has no teeth, He furnished the follow-
ing informtion as set forth in his signed statement. :

"Springfield, Ill.
September 14, 1943,

I was born in

I am nos employed at I
MAKC owing statement tmmdb
F who have identified e to be opecia
gcnts of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

No promiese, threats,
or consideration of any ki_d have been made to me to make this statement,
I an willing, if necessary, to go to cowrt and make this statement.

"I have worked at Minz A since abouthn I was employed
at Mine & in 1941 when Hyan sold out to the Mire B coal company,
Before that time there was nc talk about changing wions, or going
over to the Uwi, I was a member of the frogressive kine Workers of
amcrica. I would just as soon have stayed in the PMV but I jJoined
the UlW when the rest of the men did, in order to stay and work

cut there,

"is T wderstand and recall, there were some meetings at
the Progressive Hall. At the first meeting, the men did not know
what was going to be donc about the minc under the new ownership.
There had been a let of rumors, and so a cormittee was appointed
. to go and see Blshoff and find out what he was going to do with

the mine. as I recall this committee could not find Elshoff, At
ol the next mecting a new committee was formed, and they went to see
= Elshoff, They could riot find him, and someone in the meeting sug-

< T gested that they get in touch with Ray Edtunson and that he would
find klshoff, They evidently found Llshoff right away, The comrittee
carc back to that sare meeting I think and reported that Elshoff
told them that he did not plan to open Mine & with frogressives,
and would take cosl out through Mine B, I was not oh the committee,

what I recall that the committee annownced, m
were on that cormittee nk,
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET AL,

e IlTSRVtii ﬁiiﬁ "T went to the meeting at the Elks Hall

N when the men decided to go back to the

e i m—— UM, I joined the Ulm that night, because
I could eee that the rest of the men

were g-ir~ to do thut, and I did not want to be left out. I wanted to
work, and I could see that I would have to join the Uk inorder to work,

".fter that meetirg, Ed-unson came to the meeting, and talked,
I do not recall what he said, 1 do not think that he promised to get
wine & opened up agzin for us, .

uT

I would just as soon have stayed in the Progressive Mine
workers, but I warted to work, and I had to joir the Uk in order to
Tark. That is the reason that I joinzd. I thought that the rest of
the ner werz going United, and I would go too,

"] have reas the zbove statement on this pagc and one other

page, It is all true and accurate,
~/ .

/5/ 31 '
F.B.T.
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v KEy Jomy L. LEWIS, ETAL

Springfield, Il=-
lincis, was OT ViCWO donco cn Soptombor
18, 1543, by SPOQial ngonts an

e ———— N —
mspouxs and undorstands Englisn sufficiontly woil
€eily. Mo sard ho is willing to tostify. ‘lnimod to havo no

crininal rocord.

INTERVIEVY i/ITH

" Bpringficld, Illincis
Soptombor 18, 1943

"I, mako tho following voluntory statament
tc and whom I know to bo Spec:‘ml Lgonte of tho
Fodoral Burcuu of Invostigeticn, ol my own freo will, with no throats or

prcomiscs mdo te mo.
"I un living ot

om working ot Mine 4. I wug born and ocmo to

2y =¥

the Unitod St&tos in I wos Wﬂloinod en intor-
noticnal mino union in and transforrod to tho U.M.lie inq

— In , tho switch from tho United Mino Werkors to tho
rozrossive Mine Viorkors mado mo difforonce to mo, I Just wanted to work,

I found no differonce in tho unicns. I rojoinod the U.M.W. in tho fall of
1941,

"] sow in tho nowspupors that RYAN had sold Mine 4 to ELSHOFF,
I didn't dnew just whot to moke of it, ond didn't know whothor I weuld hove
o jecb thoro or not, I hoord someo oonvorsation, ebout thot timo, thot
ELSBOFF wos plunnipg tc oporato Mine 4 through Mine B, thot it would be &
nile shortor houlago. 1 clso honrd thot ELSHOFF wos planning to oporato
Mino A with U.M>(. mon only. In spite of all this talk, ond rumors going
arcund, I didntt think tho P.M.i. ot Mine A4 would give in, boonuse I know

thoy woro & tough unicon to swing.

".bout this timo I wont to & mooting ot Progrossive Hnll.

I wos loto in gatting thore, and don't know whot happenod boforc I pod
thoro, but thoro wus a lot of loud tolking whon I got thoro. *
wos tolking abcut tho bonofits of swinging ovor to U.M.W. Ho 'soa

thoro wouldn't bo jobs for tho mon ot Mino A4 if thoy didn't switoh ovor.
Thoru wos & lot of oonvorsation, both pro ond ocon, in small groups around

tho hall, It didn't moko any difforonco to mo. I just wanted to go along
with tho mujority, and it modo no difforonco whothor it wos P.Mdi. or U.M.W.
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REs JOAN L. &BWIS, ETLL

INTER VITH "I attondod tho meoting hold at tho Rlks Club, but como
in lato ot this mooting, tco. Tho mon had elready
{COLT IHUED ) votod to join U.M.W,, and [jhed boon oloctod

prosidont of the now U.l.W, local, I know the rost
¢f tho cfficors by sight, but not by namo. EDMUNDSON spoke ot that mooting,
end said ho vos glad to soo tho mon back. He promisod o sguare denl to all
tho mon. I dcn't romombor ony comnittoos boing appointod to soe ELSHOFF
at cither cf tho mootings.I attondod. I joinod the U.M,W. at this mooting
at tho Elks Club. Thoro was no prossuro put on mo to sign, and I was contont
tc go alony with tho mojority. If the majority had docided to stay with
tho P.M.i., I would hava stayed P.¥.A, Sinco tho U.M.W. has boon bock in
tt tho mino, I hovo soon n: differenco in working conditions from what it

wos undor tho P.M.A.

"] havo road tho fcrozoing, conaisting of approximntely
twc pegos, and stoto it is truo to tho bost of my knowledzo.

/+/

Spccial nccn!s, m!!

Springficld, I11,"



. )

Re: JOHN L, LE'IS, ET AL

IDITERY 1T

Spnng!lle!!, !!mE, vas intervieved in his

residi‘“ig on Septerber 15, 1943 by Special Agenis
This man understands Ennlish very
vel nG cau express ninsesl clearly, He is an easy-goling type of person
angd he expressed his desire to stay out of trouble. He said he has no

crininal record.

_executed the folloving signed statement:

"Springfield, Iil.
Septenber 15, 1943.

statement freely and

"I, gl S orin
voluntarily to 'ho have identified
thenselves to me as Dpecla ents o ¢ redcrai Bureau of Investigation.
No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement.

inrfield, I1l., and
1 cane
pringfield,

Il presently reside at
am erployad in Mine A, I was born on
to the United States inJR and vas n
I,

1T began to work in ifine A in I vas a nember of the United
vine Lorkers at this time, having been a nenber since ! In 1932 I
joined the Progressive liine 1 orlkers of America, I have Scen little differ-
ence in the tivo unions. It meakes no difference to me to vhich union I
belonp. The P.M.A. treated ue o.k., and now the U.IL1. is treating me o.k.

“I knov that I heard that Ir., Elshoff bought line A frou Hr. HRyan
but T don't know vho told me this, Vhen I heard tiat Elshoff had bought
ine A, I asked Jack Karess, a suporintendent, if I still had a job at
Mine A. He sa2id that I still had a job. This vas just a day or tvo before
Iine A4 opened in the fall of 1941, I'm not sure, but I think that Karess
said that T - ould have to join U.&.)\ . vhen I started back to work in Mine A.
As T recall some men had already said that iine A had a contract vith
U . Just before I vent back to vork at line A, I vas vorking in the

=ine, but I didn't like ry tinbering job there, and vanted to

"] did not ro to any P.M.A. meetings, and I never did hear about
vhat wvent on in then,

wConditions at ¥ine & are o.k., for me nov, and are just as good
as ther were under P.M.A.

L8



Re: JOHN L. LECIS, ET AL

TTERIIS 1.

continued)

Special Agents, FBI
Springfield, I11."

wThis statement consisting of this and one other
handrritten page has been read to me, and I state

that it is true to the best of my knovledge and
" recollection.

(siened) NGy
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INTERVIE: WITH Springfield, Illinois,

— woe interviewsd in his residence on Septembor 16, 1543, by
Special Agents qandm
spoaks and understands Engiish very weil, 5e
he is willing t@ia oourt. He eoleimed to have no oriminal record.

" Springfield, Ill.
September 16, 1543 -

"1 make the following statement freely and

voluntarily twnd , who have identified
themselves to me &5 Specsisl agents of the Federal esu of Investigation.

No threzts or promises have boen made to me to obtain this statement.

"] presently reside ot | Springfisld, Ill.,
and am employed b I wus
born on work
in Mine Togressive Mine Workers of

Amgrion,

"I was satisfied with P.M.i., and ocannot compare it to
U.K.W. prior to 1932 becouse I was not in any union before I joined P.M.i.

"I don't romember how I heard that Mr. RYAN had sold Mine
B to Mr. ELSHOFF. Because of the trouble at Mino B just o few years ago,
I thought that ELSHOFF would not permit P.MJi. to work in Mine A, and that
I might heve to join the U.N.W. if I wented to ocontinue working at Mine
A. I don't reonll ony trouble at Mine A when Mr. RY.N ren the mine,.

"No one evor asked me to join U.M.W. bafore ELSHOFF bought
Mine A. There was talk among tho miners that there was going to be &
switeh from P.M.... to U.M.W. &t Mine &, and thot such £ switch wase in-
sviteble. I also heerd in gonernl conversation with the miners that ELSBOFF
wos going to try to pull cocl from Mine L through Mino B.

"] did not go to any union or group meetings prior to the

time T joined up with U.MJ. I signod up with UMW, in their ball just

before Mine A opened in the fell of 1941. A great many men had signoed up
with U.M.%, at the Elks Club, but I did not go to that meoting.

"T4 did pot make much difference to me to which union I
bolonged. It meroly meant that I pnid dues to & different orgonization,
I quit working at Mine A on# 1942, when I was able to get a bettor
1008,

job with boetter working eond
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIE WITH "I think that oonditions at Mine A under U.M.W. were as good
as they had been.under P.M.A., but I did not like one rule
pex, thet the U.M.W. pessed which required all men to speak in
English at union meetings, or be lisble to & $10.00 fine.
There wers many old men in the union who oould not exprese themsolves in
English, and I thought this rule was unfair to them.

",t & P.M.A. meoting which I attendod in P.M... hall I heard
trzt four or five men, one of them I think was had gono to
see ELSHOFF, but they did so without the suthority o 6 Podehs looale I
trink thot there was & fight outside of the hall after this meeting, but I
did not seec it. I don't know why the fight started. I don't know if any
other committees were nppointed, and I don't know if this committes roported
the rosults of the proposed mecting with ELSHOFF. I don't recall tha date
of this mooting.

] have road this stotoment consisting of this and one other
typewritton page and . stata that it is true to tho best of my kmowledge

and recollection.
/-

Witnessos:

Special sngonts, FBI
Springfield, I1l."
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Y - intorviewsd in his residenco on Septombar 16, 1943, by
— ™=

C | ¢

RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

Ml -

no
DPGGJ.B..I. ILgOﬂ'CS —anu Fyres -
men does not understond English well, and cannotWarly in
English. W85 sent during the interview end acted
&5 interprcior. has nover been arrested

for a crimo.

n Springfield, T1l.
Beptember 16, 1943

51 moko the following etatomont frecly and
voluntarily + and , who have identilied
thomselves to me &5 Special Agonts of *he Federal Bureou of Investigation.

No thrgats or promisus hove been made to ms %o obtain this statemant,

"I prosontly roside o 73 icld
I11., ond am ompleyod in Mine As I orn in

and camo to the United States inP I have not become & oltizen ol tho
United Sitctos. I joined the United Mino Yorkers ir-whan I was work-

ing i_ I began to work in Mine A in-

"The switoh from U.M.W. to tho Frogrossive Mine Workers of
iLmerica did not meko much difference to ma. I was trooted alright in both
unions., I was satisfied with F.M.A. whon I wns in thoat union.

"I knew about the stnle of Mine 4 by Mr. RY.XN to Mr. ELSHOFF,
but I did not think how it might affect my job. I did hear some mon say
thnt we would hnve to join the U.M.VW. to work in Mine 4L efter Mr., ELSHOFF

bought it. T

Y gigned up with U.M.W. in the meeting that was held in
the Elks cm:* took mo to tho meeting thot dny*
told the men that iI they signed up with U.M.W. they would be able

work in Ming 4, but if they did not sign up, they would not work. I did
not go to any other meotings, ond I don't know what happened in thom.

Wy Tad this & % et —
=1 mve hod This staTement road Lo @S b:y' r
and I state that it is true to the best of my kmowledge and rocollestion.

’.-l

Spoeoinl hAgents, FBI
Springfield, Ill.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

wrervIe: wITH (I 2 s interviewed on the morning of
— September 1%, 1943, at id nce,*
by Special Agents w and
Mwould make a good witness. He can express himself
well, i€ ar. intcliigence above that of the average miner. There is

not much %0 which he could testify. He gave information set forth in
the following statement, which he stated was true but which he declined

to sign:

"Springfield, I1l
September 15, 1943.

Wiy nanz i* I was born in
-I am an American citézen. I ex nov smploved 2
the following stztement to and

vho have identificd thoms:lvis o0 @ to Do Specla
Burzau of Inwustipation. XNo Ero"uese, threats, or consideration of any
kind has beon made to me to make this statement.

"I have been working at Kinz A since I was employed 2t
Minc A in 1941 when Ryan so0ld his intorest in Min: A. Before that time
therc had been no tzlk that I hcard of about changing unions. The men
scamed to be pretty vwell satisfied with the way the local and the
Progrossive Minz Workers of Am:rica werc being opsratad. 1 was not
intcrested toe much, but I was satisfied.

"hen the mine was sold, tho man talked about what they ware
going to do. Th.re was t:lk among the mon about cheanging, becnuse they
f£f.1t that Elshoff was fovorzble to the Uif?. I thought so myself, because
of the things that I had heard hod happencd 2t Lling 2. There was talk
that the¢ minc would not b o~wnod 2s 2 Progressive Min:, and that Elshoff
would toke the coal out of Hine a through ¥inc B. If hz did that the
men vould havs to be UL, 7o thought that if we could join the UM7T that
we could gcot our jobs back.

"I vient to only ont meating whothor this mattoer was being dis-
cussed. That was the meeling at thu nlks Hall. There were snme talks‘
m2dc that day, but everything scomed to be pretty cut and dried. After
w2 voted to go to UlW Zdmunson came over and talled. He told us that
if ¢ joined the UMT that he thought that we could get the mine open in
a little whiles. Most of the man wanted to go back to work. I wanted
to go back to work, and I did not particularly carc which union I
belongcd to, as long as I could work. That is the recson that I left
the PM7 and joined the UWT, cven though I had buen satisficd with the
Y. I was not interested in unions much and did not go to the union
mcatings much.

. '~ 558 -
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

T TTTH "I know who ms. He was around the mine
for a while afier the mine reopened. I do not know

what he was doing there.

continued )

T have read the above statement on this page and one other
pare. t is all true and accurate.

X
w el
[}

F.UJILY
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INTZRVIE: "ITH ;
— pringfield, Illinc opn the afternoon o
. s by Specinl Agents ond
: u

q He is extremely difficult to understand due to & very hes
accent. T gave information set forth in the following stetement:

RE: JOHK L. LE'IS, ET AL

as irterviewed st his residence

"Springfield, Ill.
Beptember 16, 1943.

"My name iam I wes born in
I am now employed at wine A. I make the following statement to
, who heve identified themselves to me to
£ opecial Ageh ureau of Investigation. No promiese, threcis
ke this state-

or ccnsidernticn of any kind has been nude to me to have ne me

ment.
n .
I heve worked et Yine A for ebout years. 1 wos employed there
s0ld the mine to Elshof{. Before that time there had

et the time th ¢ ﬂy&ﬂ sold the mine ©to klsholl,.
been no talk about changing unions for Xine A. I had not heard any talk., It
did not meke any difference to me which union the nen belonged to. I did not
crre myself, just so I could work. 1 do not know why the men changed except
thet while Ryan hnd run tho mine it hed been closed down m largs part of every
yerr. Elshoff w«s going to run the mine longer, and he winted us to join the
Uril. That is my understunding, I did not szre. I did not go to the meetings
where they tnlked about chunging unions. 1 d1d not go to the meeting when
they voted to join the UMi. I joined the Ui when 1 went back to work, becnuse
they would not let me work unless I did, union I belongou

I did not care which union i belongou
to. Conditins were rs good then as they are now. It does not make much aif-
ference which union I belong to.

P}ms rcnd the sbove stotement on this page end it
iw nll true and occurate.
/o/

FBI
F.B .I .“
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

b 3

INTERVIEAN WITH

‘s intorviewod et his residence,

Springfield, Iilinois, on %.hé‘\

1943, by Special
Agentg would mske
an avertrl 5 & young,

hes an iniallicence above that of the averare miner. and cen express him-

self quite well, He gave information sat forth in the following statement:

}

"Soringfield, Tllinois
September 15, 18543

“INg statemont to

. . . dentifi Y S, .. SRPIT I oy Py
i i TIvil .LUU inUI’lEGJ.VUb vo LS WO o8 BpUC LAl n&uuv-b S uiie

'!olﬂ, Bureau f Investigotion., No promiese, threats, or consideration
of eny kind hes been mode to me to make this stotement.

"I worked at Kine A for throe winters. I quit there inthe fall
of 1941, two or three months after Mine & wos solde At the time “that Mine
A wne sold, tnd prior to that time, I hud never henrd anyons talk about
chenging the unions for Mine A Everyone seemed to be satified when the
mwinc closed in March. I wns satisfiod with the Progressive Mine Workers,
and would hove been satisfied to continuc working under them. 1 do not
¥riow exactly what heppened when the mine wnas sold.

T N
on SR -:m: nround to my house £nd Gelxed TO O BECUT JOINING
thm thzt they went around and telked to &ll of the men. 1
do not recall exactly whot it weos thot they told us, but 1t wos somothing
sbout having to get & mnjority of the men to sign up with the UMY before
the mine would recpen., I do not recell exactly, but I think that they
s&id thet Elshoff would not open the mine ond work it with Progrossive
members.

"I know thnt thore were severcl meetings, but I only went to

el PR ad delmm Tilemf -3 ™h ey
one m!.-:t:t-lng, inoav m.ung the one at the Elks' Hall. That wos on a S‘mda}'

efternoon. I hed heord some teolk sbout things out there, and went to this
meeting to sce what wns pgoing to be done. I do not recall exactly what wae
said at that mecting. * tzlkod ond some others, but I do not re-
call now who they wers. oomeonc ttlked end said that Elshoff would not
open up the mine unless we went back to w ork as United Mine Workers. They
snid thot ho would take the conl out through Mine B, They said that he
was digging out some entry's on the line B side to run into A, m» that the
coal could be taken out thot way. Scverel men tolked. They all stressed

going beck to work. They seemed to be of the opinion thet they could not
wrark os Frogressive Miners. One man got up and said how much he needed
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH work, and thet he was willing to go over

to the UMY and not heve all the trouble

(Lontinuea ) and bother thit the men had had at Mins B

with Elshoff there. Finally we took a vote
to po to the UMW. Edmunson come over to the meeting end telked then. He
seid some things about forpetting all the trouble thet had been hod between
the Progressives and the United Kine iWorkers, and coming back together. EHe
said thet if we signed up & majority of the men that he would seo to it
thet Mine A wos reopened, I signed up thot night. I signed up because I
wanted to go back to worke I did not care much ebout which union I be-
lonped to, as long as I could work, but I wos satisfied with t he Progres-
sives before. I quit the mine becnuse the places were running out end I
¢id not think that I wculd be cble to make so much money there. After the
UMY took over the mine there wos not &8s much freesdom es before. They would
not let you talk. I went to some of the UMY meetings. They did not let
yvou talk as much cbout things in the local as in the Progressives. Under
the PI&T we olmost rzn the local ourselves, but in the UM they hed every=-
thing fixed and would not let us mnke our own nominntions, etc.

1 know who [ :-- = is = vooré menber, or was, of

the NMi{. Be was nroun® Lhe rine for o while after it openod. The told us
thnt if we hné any problems or complaints to toke it up with tho Board
member.

"I got two lettors ebcut the chunge in ownership of Mine A, Ome
was from Ryan, and the other wos o mimeogrophed letter signed by the name
of ‘The Committece'. It did not scy that it wos from the UMT and did not
say thot we would hoe to chenge unioms at all. It had some complaints in
it sbout the Progressive officirls, and how wmen hed lost their jobs when
other mines hed beon sold. It did not mention the UMd. Tt just invited
us to come to & mecting. I do not reomember getting cny other letters.

"I have read the above stetemont on this pege and two other

pnzes. 1t is 2ll true ond accurcto.
/+/ A
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RE: JOEN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIE: VITH wes interviewed at his residence, q

— Springfield, Illincis, o fternoo

£, 1943, by Bpecial Agents%nﬂ
is difficult to unders heavy

orth in the following stetememty

"Eoringfield, Ill.
Beptember 16, 1943.

"y name is m I was born in

em now emploved at nane A, 1 nake the following stetemen

and who hzve identified themselves to me
£ Opecls

al Agents &1 pbureau of Investigation. No promises, threats,
or considerction of eny kind hes been msie to me tc meke this statement,

"1 have been working at Mine & for about! years. Before Rymn sold
Xine A, there wes no t-1lk about changing unione. uess the men were satls-
fied with the Frogressive Kine Workers, because I heard nothing said against
it. I did not care which union I belonged to, just so I could work., It did
not meke much difference to me. I attended one meeting where the matter of
chenging unicns was discussed, I do not remember whot wes seid that night.

1 did nat nttend the meeting when the men voted to go into the United Mine
Gorkers. I decided thr.t I would weit and see what they would do, and that 1
would do the snne thing. I heard that there was talk sbout closing mine A

and tuking the cozl out through kine B, I wnnted to work, and I think that is
the recson the men joined, so they cou d work. It did not meke much difference
to me which union I belonged to.

"The sbove stotement on this pege has besn rewd to ne by._

— It is true and accurate-e
/«/
/+/

FBI
FB1
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Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEK wITH who resides atq
Springlield, Illinois, was contac
e moTNing of September 16 1943 br Special
- Y ;-
hose mental condition was not formal., e is a decided

Agents

to be a person W

Progressive and hates Jomy L. LE«IS, He was incarcerated in the
Jacksonville State Hospital at the time events concerning fne A occurred.

Agents did not attempt to obtain a signed statement i‘rom-

_due to his mental condition.
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RE: JOHK L. LEYIS, ET AL
INTE A WITH was interviewed at his‘residence_
Springfield, Illinoie, on the afternoon of
mber 16, 1943, by Special Agents
ane * is difficult to understand due to &
pronounce: accent. He refuse sign the following statement because he was

unable tc read what was on it but assured that that which was read to him wns
true.

"Springfield, Ill.
S September 16, 1943,

I was born inﬁ
— I cm en dmericen citezene. oy now employed at Mine 4. e

he following statement to um who
heve identified thearnselves to me to be SBpecizl Agents of .the Federazl Pureau

of Investigrtion. UNo promiese, threszts, or considerstion of any kind has been
made to me to meke this strtenent,

"My name is

"I have worked &t Xine A since Rynn bought that mine. I wmaz work-
ing there when Kytn sold the mine to Elshoff. Before tht time there was no
+r1k cbout chenging unions. 1 wns satisfied with the Progressive Mine Workers,
end would have contimued to work ag s Progressive if I could. 1 ettended only
one meeting when the metter of changing unions wcs discussed. I attended the
neeting where they voted to chenge., The recson that I voted to go into the UMW
end the renson thet I signed up taat dey wus becouse I wanted to work, apd 1
2id not want to have all the troulbe and bectings end things that I had heard
ebout happening at Wine B . I knew it was the same owner, end they told ue
that he wonted the UMY, so 1 joined to keep from hoving any trouble,.

— hes read the sbove statement on this pages It is all

F.3.1.

true,"

Fol
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K Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

E?f INTERVIEW WITH s interviewed at his residence, .-

A3 — Springfield, Illinois,
on the arpoon o smber 15, 1943, by 'i

Special Apgents
would make an B
average miner.

. s intelllgence does not excee at of an \
He states a great deal of information as fact, which is

only hearcay to him. He studied the statement set forth below, and said

that it was all %rue. He declined to sign it, however, stating that he

wos married and had four children, and did not "want his head blown off."

He has 2 distinct hete and fear of the United Mine Workers.

Springfield, Ill.
September 15, 1943.

I wos born inH
I make the following statement to

whoe have identified themselves
to me to be uresu of Investigation. No pro-
mises, threats, or considerction of any kind has been mede to me to make

this ststement.

"My name is

"I worked at Mine A about years until 1941. In 1941 when
the mine closed down for the summer, [ wos emploved at the mine. In the
Fall of 1941, the mine was sold to Elshoff. I never went back to work et
Mine A after that because I did not want to join the United Mine Workers,
and they did not hire anyone who was not. About the time Mine A was sold
there was 2 meeting ot the Progressive Hall, where the men decided that

they would stand pot, and would not change over to the United Mine Workers.

At that Meeting, m and some other men started a

fight. Some of the r.t« cliicers were teiking, and these men kept inter-
The officer told them that if they wanted to have a different

fering.
meeting, thet they should go over to the UMT hall. ”vms o PMA
official, ond they heckeled him so much that he got mad. en the fight

started.

"I did not go to any other meetings. Iwould not go to any
meetings not held in the Progressive Hall, because the men knew that I was

& strong Progressive and I would be beaten up.

"Fhen the mine closed dovm, the men were very satisfied with
the conditions &t Kine A, and the Frogrossive Union there. I have worked
in mines vears, and in tlmost every mine in Springfield, and many over
I1linois, ine A had the best working conditions of any of those mines.

I had planned on going back to work at Mine A when it roopened. I did
not have enother job, but I would not work under the United Kine tiorkers.
1 did not even go beck to get my tools, which were worth about $65. I
knew that if I tried to go get them thet I would get beatem.

’ - 566 =
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

"I do not think that the men employed at

INTERVIE.
Mino A wanted to change unions. I think
; that they were all forced to chonges. I

heve hoerd that the UMW brought in some
gun men, and beet & lot of them up. I 2lso heard that the UMW gave morney
to some of the men to get thom to chonge. I do not know thet this is truoe,
because nonc of these men tolked to me, or offered me anything. I do not
Jriow of any men who were peid. 1 only know of one man who was beaten. 1
know of mo other reason for the men changing unions.

"1 have rend the nbove statement on this page and one other pegoe.
It is &1l ture and accurete.

7 R - -
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

NTERVIEG ITH wes interviewod at hie residemce atq
§¥ingfie1d, Illincis, om the afterncon of %~
or 1943, by Bpecial Agents m
and “w& reluctant to talk and reluse
to sign wne Btatement, because he did not want to get mixed up in anything.

He is a person of average intelligence and would make an average witness.
Be pave information set forth in the following statement, which he refused
to Eign:

"Springfield; I1l,
September 18, 1943,

I was borm 4

1 am now employed at Mine A
: following statement to* and
who have identified themselves to mc to be OSpecial Agente o

Burcau of Investigation. No promises, threats, or consideration of amy kind
has been made to me to meke this statement.

"1 heve workcd at Mine A& for about mears. 1 was working
for Bill Ryen at the time thet he s0ld the mine to Llshoff. 1 have never

been interested in union affairs, end have paid many fines for not attend-
ing union meectings. Beforc Ryan sold thc mine, there was not talk, as far
as I know, sbout chenging unions. I do not know how the other men felt,
beceuse I mever discussed the matter with them. 1 personally did not care
which union I bclonged to, at that time, es I was not interested in any of
them.

"I wont to the meeting at the Elk's Hall when the men voted to go
into the MWW, I do not romember what was said that dey, or why it wasz that
I joined the UM then, I think I had decided to join the W, but I do not
remember why. I had talked to s few men sbout it, but not many, amnd 1 do not
remember vhat they had told me about it.

"I have read the above statement on this page. It is true and
accuratso.

FBI
FB1
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

i

. v -, U

IR e T T T

INTERVIEN WITH The following investigation was ¢

onducted
Special Agents SNNEED -~ o
ﬁt Springfield, Illinois on September 17,
1943,

nt his residence ‘Springfield, Illinols,
hrents interviewed %o advised that he never has been
arrested in his life. He did not appear to sgents to be ver cooperative at

all and indicated .he did not know what it was all about. He alsc sdvised he 1.
not been contacted by anyone in regard to instant case.

&
b
£

Agents obtained from him the following unsigned statement:

Spring., Ill. ]
Sept. 17, 1943

"1, give the following information to m
& who are known to me to be Special 4 cnts of t WBal,

No C profises have beon mad. me to give this.dnformation,

nI"zas born in Ian at Mine A.
I hcve been working there abou yrs. 4n 1932 I did notl carewhich union
¥o went with I went to P M 4 as the rest did, I never favored either union.

From 1932 to 1941 I suw no differcnce in the wa - the P.M... handled things.

"I hezrd that Elshoff had taken over Mine "a" in 1941, it made no
diffcrence to me I paid no attention to it, I heard this through gossip.
¥o one contacted me to go to U.K.W., or to ask my opinion about the situ-
ation. T didn't hear anythins about Blshoff possibly brirgirg the coal from
Yine 4 through iinc "B" during this time I was working H& paid
no attention to the rumors goinsg arcund. I did not go T0 any mCCLIRgS at
P.M...., Redman's Hall or thc Elks Club. I Jjoined the U.Y4..7. right at the
minc th: morning it opencd up. Nobody said anything to mc, I just went out
to Z0 to vork when I got therc thoy told us the union had swung over to
B.E.7, and we would hase to join if wc wantcd to work. It still doesn't
meke any diffcrence to me vwhich union we have. Since 1941 conditions at
Minc & arc better than they werc from 1932 to 1941.

L | h:.;ve read this two mpe statcment and to the best of my knowlodge

and bolief §t is the truth and it is as I have told it to the A ents.
This stotement is true and there is no reason why I should not sign it but

I would rather not sign."

™
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RE: JOHN L. LETIS, ET il

miitnessces:

!pocla! u;cn!, !.!.I.
S§+. Faul, Linn.
!pecial Ll !.B.I.

Sprincficld, I1l.
Scpt. 17, 1943n

I'TERVIE. WITH
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JORY L. LEWIS, BET AL

wag interviewed by Special Agents
and related

INTERVIEN VITH

Ry ey gy g~ iy R e e -

his Btory in & clear manner and BppEeargu COLpEravivyes
He seers sincers, however, it is noted that in his stetement he fails
to give & plausible explanation for the miners at Mine A swinging
to U.l.'7. It ie poesgible that he wes not sawere of everything that
transrired. He would meke & setisfectory witness. His statement is

ee follows:

*Springfield, Illinois
Septerber 10, 1943.

make the

*1, residin
following woluntary etetement to

both of whom have idsrmtified themselves to
Federal Lureau of Investigntion, No threats or promises heve been

mede to me to induce me to moke a stotement,

®1 wos born m” ceme to the United
Stotes in -and becane L Ue S» cltizen 1 I ste.rted coal

-r ,,,,, 3 a1 L 1o — ama

mining in and at that time I joined the United ¥ime l.arkers.
In the fall of storted working et Fine A. From thern until
worked at T.0ne A off and on ond from I worked there stee

11 — or 1942.

“In the epring of 1941 I'ine A shut down, a seasonal shut
gown. At thot time I belonged to Progressive, heving joined in 1932,
I sorved on the pit comittes for U.M.7. in 1941 until I guit and also,
in 193€, served on the pit comittee for P.M.A.

*Soretime in August of 1941 I sew in the paper that Elshoff
hed bought iine A fron Rycn. Some of my friende end I felt that same-
thing must be done, that we should see Elshoff about our jobss
(Phonat:l.c) czlled & moeting of the entire membership of

lgrOgress:Lve. This neeting wes held et the Progresesive Hells The pit
cormittee refused to meet with Elshoff eo o special committee was
electeds I vics ig committes. Othars were
and one other. I am n

L Ty L £

hov thelr nures cre epelleds ‘e were supposed to see Eishoff and find
out if he wae going to open the mine and if we would get our jobe back.
Y8 were to try and arrange an n*:pointment with Elshoff but we oould not

locate him on the phone. Thiec sane avemnil after trying to locete .
Elshoff, we net Johhny Snyder, .nd some other, all F.liads
~gmbers. ¥When we were golng bv these men gyder seid he wanted to see

mes 1 e£skad hir mhat he wanted and he curs and gove me & shove,

I pot out of there but I know they beat up I don't
know vhy they started the fight except that they didn't want us to meet
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JOHN L, LBEWIS, E‘I‘( o

I N Elshoff. I went back up to the meeting and we
Lot M advieed the members that we couldn't find Elshoff.
T -cont inued) . While this was going on Snyder and his gang ceme
g into the meeting and called us e bunch of eoabs.

He scid if we wanted to go back to Unitsd we ocould.

®The next dey our committee went to kine B to see Elshoff.
fg couldn't find Elshoff but we talked to Oscar Falcetti. He told
ue that there were two plans, one wae to open ¥ine A and the other wae
to heul coal through }ine B. ¥e hod another meeting thet sfternoon,
Ve helé thir meeting et Iron Hzll, on Monroe between 4th and bth $ts.
V'e viere afreid thet if we held the meeting in the Progressive Hall we
might heve trouble.

“The night befors we hed plcrned on not holding eny more
meetings in the Progressive Hell. I wars scared to go back there.
Thore were ebout ome hundred members present at this meeting ond we
told then what Falcetii hed seids Beoause all of the men were not
present ve decided to call o meeting the next day at the Elk's Club.
ie I remembor, we put en ad in the paper and there was & lot of the
men nrecgent, mearly all of the memberzhip. wos chair-
men of the neeting. This, as I recall, wae ptomoer of 154l.

“Our cormittee told the membership whet hod hepoensd in our
talk of affairs with Felcetti. Two other things hoppensd at this
mceting. A motion was made to join United MNine Vorkers and this motion
cerried 1009 by e stending vote, no one voting ogainst ite Also,

Koy Edrundson wae agked to comg over to our mgeting ond he owue over.

I do not knov who csked him to come over, He told ue hs wes glod of
the cetion we hed taken. He scid he was glad to soo Illinois to-gether
agcin, ell the miners it ome wnion. He talkod cbout ten mimutes,

tears were in his eyes while he weos talking.

®iftor he wos through telking there wae a bunch of member-
. ship cords and we 81l signed up for U.M.W. Before the meeting adjourned
! : ond befora vie Bl ¢ had elected officers for our new
. Ull-:-:’- loec

neMmes ere Spe

®*I know thet this wae & rudden move, the men swinging to
United ee they did. Howewver, I wish to state thet thsre had been no
plans made before this meeting to join U,M.W., Felecetti had not
mentioned anything about any union and I guess ths roason the fellows
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INTERVIEs WITH joined wes because they were mad et Smyder end his

m geng for calling us soedbs.
c

w'e left this meeting and the officers including
myeolf wemt to the U,M.W. building and we were sworn in as officers
of U.X. . EZnundson swore us in, and then he called Elshoff on the
phones Ecmundson wanted to find out whet Elshoff wss going to do with
Iine A 1 éid not hear the telephone conwersation but after while
Elehoff and Felcetti ecame to the office. I do not remember which one
£ Telbafd dhod b W ern

ctma first. Eémundeon told Elshoff thet the ™boys had come back into

the union™ and wanted to know vhet he was going to do with Mire A

®"There wag soms other conversetion, but I don't remsmber what
it wes, and then we made an apnointment tc¢ meet et Elshoff's office
letar that night. Ve net there letor thoi night and after midnight
Elshoff signed & contreot. 1In about & weck or tvio Line A opened up.
I went beck to work digging coale.

%:fter the minc opcnod uwp I helped somo friends of mine get
a job et lliine A. ~hoee last name I do not
remerbor wos another, I think was enother, and
another fellow whose norme 1 don't remember. I helped all of these
follovs get jobs ot Mine 4. These fellows werc all miners. The first
mon I helped by going right to Falectti put the othere I helpeéd by going
to tho Fresident of our locq_ I don't rersmber ever going to

o get Jobs for anybedy.

®*] had to quit mining beceuse my back wee bed and I couldn't
hordly 1ift & shovel full of cozl. So I sterted up o business of ny
OWlle

®Thare wag no pressure of eny kind brought ths
tc join U.1.W. Yo pressure of ony kind wes brought on Elshoff to sign
the controct with us, I wes thore vvhen the controct wae eigned.

d to me by IR
¥
I ry memory.

/S/—
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«nd it is true and corre ct to

Vitnessods

S::eclal ~gente, F.B.I.,

UOSQ Dﬂpt. of Jueticea‘
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FE: JOHN L. LE.IS, T AL.

NTERUTE. T ITH — vho resides at *Springfield,
“ T1lineis, Vvas intervievied on the aftermoon cptenber 8
1943 by Spacial Jyonts d M
*as bormn in and Tas naturalizcd throug
T

He served 1n the +-orld Tar, He received his
orn r\ltlzohc‘wn papers ahout years ago. as arrested in 1935
or 1936 an connection vith a bombing at Taylorv:.ﬂc,ﬂno:.s in a
pute, but vas not held or convicted., /i the time of the intervievw

vas bedridden duc to a broken leg, but is expected to be back on his feet
in a short timec, He is employed at hand is con-
sidered to be a very good potential witness, lie has a very Keen nemory, makes

¢ distinct offort to be cxact and accorate, and vould be very difficult te
confusc on cross—-cvamination. fie is able to express himself very well, and
it is b ligved that e voice, 2lthough sof*, vould be rcadily understood.

ot forth in the Fhuumﬁnn sz_gncd statoment.,

nSpringfield, I1l.
Septenber 8, 1943,

b folloving stontemont ro
vho have identificd
emsolves to ne ¢ Iederal Bureau of
Investization. o promiese, threats, or consideration of any kind
has bean nadc to me To nane this statencnt, I am willing if ncc

sary to go to court, and repcat any part of this statement.

)
m
w

I

..t that election ther tried to throv out votes, an lere Vas a
lot of trouble by the .ien represcnting John' L. Levis, and I vas
supposcdly beaten, Lt that time T vias Torking at the Peabody lSnc.
Then the I of .. vaz formed, I voted against geing into the P
becausce + thoucht thet ve ought to fight John L. Lewis in the W4,
but I 1a2s villing to go vith the najority. I never vont back to
Pcabodyr !line. I could not pot a job untal 1937, then I pot a job
at .Hdne i, vhich ras ovncd at that tiue -

Meine [ closed about .pril 1, 1941. That vas the usual procedure.
I did not son the mine at line A much during the period that the mine
vos closed., I ettonded most of the mestings of the local vhich was
held then, but did not get to all of than, In Septaaber of 1941, I
read in the paper that &lshoff had purchasad thc leasc rights to mine L.
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Rt JOHN L., L¥ IS, ®T /L.

INTERVIHR " ITH T think that there was a regular mceting of the local
held the night that that announcenent was made i_ the
GITERE T E papers, but I an not sure. I vas not at that meoting.

: The next mecting I did attend. T vas vorking “rith a

brick layer at that time, and did not sec the men often, T had neard that
ad been talking to sone of the old men about switching to the

oy ho not knor Tho it vas. Lt that neeting that I did attend, they
discussed the possibility of svitching wnions, and vhat vould happen nov that
Msholf was running Mine /.. /11 of the men knov that liine B, rhich Elshoff
ves running had been signed up vith the Wi'. There was soue talk that night -
2uowt svitching unions, anc also about vhat v could do to get our Jobs.
I knovr I thought, and soac of the other nen thought that ¥ shoff viould never
open idne L, because linc & is a long mine, and it vould be casier to tako the
coal out of :inc s, through the lline 3 shaft. That nicht vho was

' ‘e could
forcc Flsholl to give ue our old jobs. He told us that night thal he understood
that the Nationnal *abor Relations Lct vas such that it vould not be necessary
for Elshoff to hirc us bacl, begause it was a nov ommer operating the mine.

I think that this statcnent of-had as nuch to do as any vith the men
switching over. to the nr.

wThere had been sonc discussion among the men that night about run-
ning *tine B and !finc . as one mine. I do not recall exactly, but I think
that therc vas sorie talk that might thet some of the men did not think that Mine
. vould bc opened unless it vent W4, That remark vas nade fron the floor
at the mecting, but I do not recall who said that, The men scemed to think,
ond I did 530, that therc had been so much troulble at liine B, that ve vould
have to gc WY beforc Elshoff vould cpen the mine zgain. Therc did not
szem to be any talk thon about Tishoff favoring the UIl over the PW.

"That night, they talked about sending a committee to Elshoff
to tzlk about vhat he vas goiag to do vith the men at Mine 4. I do not
knov wheth r a committes vas actually sent that night or vhether it vas
just talked about. I think that Maa on the
committou, but I do not ronember vho else 7as on 1t, 1 t this

cormittco docided to act on its ovm after the necting.

“That sanc night, after I left, Ivas told later, —

and caric back to the hall, and therc vas a fight, and some

of the men £ot hurt. I do not knot zbout that for sure, but 1 do knor that
at the next mecting, on Sunday, I heard souc of the men say that they had
been against the U because they had sone thuls running the union, and then
1’z had sauc of our ovn in the P, Vho verc trying to keep us from going
over to the .,

¥I do not knov pcrsonally vhat happened after that. I got to
vondering and called Rey Edmunson and asked him vhat the set wup vas,

« 575 =



e et i M 15 e ot i S s aE L e e

Re: JOHN L. LE IS, ET /L.

TUTEWIE 1 ITH He told me that thore vas going to be a meeting of the local

at the Elks's club the next sunday. Y had heard that
Continue the committec had gone and tricd to find Elshoff, and could

not find hinm, and had gone to Rey Pdmunson,  Bdmunson
vas supposcd to have told them that vhat they ouglt to do vas to go to a
neutral hall, and have a have a meeting and decide vhat we ought to do.

"T vent to that mecting. ﬁreported for the cormittee.
vho lives on College Stired csh.ded that night, There was

suppos.c to be sone other mecting aftar the meeting I had beon at, and the
Leeting on this sunday, but I vas not thcre, or did not knov about it before.
That afternoon I think almost evarvonc vho had been vorking at liine L vas
thore, except about tvo dozen. There vere none in the meeting hall vho had
not vorkad 2t the mine, although there verc rany stonding around out side of
th. building. I vas told that thesc men on the outside vere supposcd to be
M men vho vere there to soc that the 1. men did not came to causc any
trouble.

", fier the meeting vas opened,

do announce : c

gonc to Ed unson. Edmunson, vas supposcd to have told then thot hc rould pro-
misc that The 1@nc (. vould open if it vent UM because thoy had a contract
v1th slshoff vhich vas such that vhen one comvany op rated tvo mines, that
the union could forcc a division of labor, Then h said that he
did not belicve that the mine vould be reopened as a Pi. ¢ men scemad

to feel that vay too, and they voted. There vas only one man vho did not

pct up to vote to go to the WM. They then electod officers of the local to
ncgotiage and ask for a Ul charter.

[ ~

up then aftor the election, and said that bo-
forn: v¢ asked for a chartcr v oupht to get ahold of Edmunson and have

him tcll us vhat the situction vas. I said That I thought I could find him,
T tiink said thet thoy could get ahold of him, Ten to =

tventy rinuoes zr EZdnundson, UTsoN ' 8 socr‘.ta.ry,EP
* and a couplc of oth r nan nol knov camc over, unson
then madz a spcech, He did not say much cxcopt that he vag pglad to have
thum Sack in the I, and that there vas no sense in fighting ete. He
said that ho vould 1i e to have the committee that had been elected go over
end sac if thay could not mect vith Elshoff right then. Edmunson then askoed
the men to come up and sign up vith the U so that vhen G went to -
#lshoff hc could shov ham that lhic had a majority, and could demand a division
of the vork and open Winc A, The man theon vent up front and sipgnad up. 411
but about three of us signcd up ripht then. I began to vonder, and thought

that things verc a little too vell planed, and so I just vent along vith
the committee Then it vont over to Edimnsonts office vith him,
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Fe: JOHN L. LH IS, ET AL.

" hen ve got to Ednunsonfs office, Edmunson picked
up the telephone, and called Elshoff, Theén the other
party ansvered, Ednunson told him to say that it was
Edmunson calling, and that £lshoff would come to the
tphone. I Tondered ¥Then vITy it 1:as that Rdmmson could get ahold of Elshoff
so easily, vhen the comittee had not been able to reach him,

" hen Flshoff pot there, Tdrmunson told him that the men had asked
for a ' charter, and that he was denanding that he open up line A, Falcetti
salc that ther had not been planning on opening up Uine &, but vere planning
on putting in a 'skip' and run the coal out of mine A through ifine B, but
that if ther could show that there vas a majority in the union they would
co.sider opening “Hne A. FElshofl did not say ruch of anything except that
it vas sunday, and that he did not vant to sirm any contract on Sunday, and
he vianted to talk to his atterney., Elshoff 1.14 us to meetiat his oflice
on 6th street in Springfield, but that no contract would be signed until
after midnight. I did not go to the meeting.

nafter the mine reoponed,_v'as around the office
every day. It looked to me as if he vas doing all the hiring, although I
¥es not sure. T had a friend of mine vho vas looking for a job, and so I
znd told him about this friend of mine, This friend,
“ag then in and I did not knov his address.
o tell him vhen T got his address, and I did. OUne day
cane to me and told ne that he had sent a telepram to and e
my nane, telling him that he had a job,. ack, and ¥as hired

right avay. I think _ as alsc hired Ly I think
-got several of his irlicnds hired at the nine throug

"4 couple of vecks later, after the nine reopened, I vas put on nights
Torking on the track. I had been pretty insistent about maintaining the rights
ve had had vath Rran, and Falcetti did not like it wvery well, so they kept
rme on nirhts. Thus i do not kno riuch of vhat happened out there after that,

"On the day of the JILRB election f{or iline B in February 1641, I
met Telcetti at the post office. I vas attending a Progressive Convention
that dar and ‘ras not vorking. He told me that he vanted it decided, and no
rnore trouble "ith the wnions. I told iim that he vanted the U to vin, and
hc said that it did not nake any diZfercnce to ham,

/5/

/s/ F.B.I.
pecial fLigent F.B.I.n
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KE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

rERVIES WITH The following investiration was condugted by
s xeonss N --: M.

at Springfield, Illinecis, on Septem~

ber 18, 1943.

Springfield, Illinois, Agents
who advised he never has been arrested in
is rather intolligent and mado & good
moke a good witnoss if his testimony

4% his residence
interviewed
his life. It wits notc
impression, end it is felt he wou
Were neccssary.

Agcnts obteined from him the foilowing signed statement:

e
o aingfiold, Tl1l,

ot e

Scpt. 18, 1943

1, S - thc following informstion to [N

mmn to me to be Spece Agents of the F. Be

« NoO outs or promisce have been gado mo to jsct me to givo this infor-

motion. T cm now srployed by % 1

worked at Mine A vesrs yp to kar, was o Company mon while there.
+

s 1
In ;932 L the mion at Hiu.u A

I was born i1l the
changed %o !. ﬁ, g ! vo!c! !! the rest to go to P. M. 4., I didn't make

any difference to me which union I bolonged to they both trested me slike.

"In 194% when Elshoff took ovor Ming 'A' I hetrd of it through
talking with other men snd clso fru the pepors. We hosrd that the men who
hod boen thero wero to get thoir job back, I didn't think when I first heard
of this that there would be any trouble at all. Fram 1932 to 1941 I never
hod any complcint with tho loecal, I was satisficd the wony things wore going.
ifter Elshoff bouzht the mine nobody cvor contectcd mo £5 to my opinion on
thinges or as to Joinlng over to U, Ye W, Thoro wee some talk thet Elshoff
would shut down onc of thesc minc but it wrs scid that the mon from the mine
that was shut down would be ontitled to work in the one left open, this
wns just talk. I nover hoord that Elshoff would opon Uine A only on tho
condition thot thc men wont over to U. M. W. Those rumors I heard didn't
mcke o grout doal of differcnce to me, I just figurod I'd go rlong with the
rest of tho boys clthough soms of the boys didn't.

"I bolicvs I attcndod & mocting ot Rodmans Hell, I don't reoall
ettonding cny involving tiis gquostion at P, M, A, and I didn't go to the
one ot the Elks Club. I don't recuall how I waes told tc coms to this meet-
ing or what thc purpese of it was. There was quite @ croMinad
the U. ¥, . 8t £he Hall in tho U, M. W, Bldg. I believe as in

MidW Ve

charge of this, thorc wus o fow men who hcld beck but firmlly!ﬂey%ged
over some never did sipn over. I signed bocouss evoryone else did and they




RE: JO¥YN L. LEWIS, BT ALl

called you n slocker ond everything olee if

you didn't.
1!10 'A‘ »
job I did.

camc tho union at M

npreor Us Mo We be
heve 2 men On the

-naincd aboub tho 8LFC for mo. Ihcy DOV

things r

"1 po.ve resd this Z pogc stctement and it 1g 1l true ond correct e

gipning it ¢f my own freoc will.

I om

Uit noesGs:

-/ —
[:eCe FRERAY)

- —
LG e Lf Ve

st, Pocul, Kinns

wgpringficld, I1l.
S pt. 18, 1943.7
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET AL,

was interviewed

INTERYIZ, JITH

EEN—— oo,
Soringfield, inols, by Special Agents
—and He was entirely cooperative and

seemed fuirly well acquainted with the happenirgs at Mine A during the
pertinent operiod, impressed Agents as being an horest

ard reliable perscon e advised that he had no criminal record whatever.
*t is felt that would make a fairly good witness if his
testimony is needed. e furnished the following signed statement.

¥

pringfield, I11_
Sept. 16, 1943

et give the Inllowing information to
Special agents of the F.B,I. who
have made themselves known to me as such. No threats or pro-

mises have been made me to get me to give this information,

"7 have beergworkirzg at lfine # as a digger for the past
B . 1 was born I came to the U.S.
in Eand got my citizen_papers 3g0.

"iWhen the kire 'A' union went over to the Progressives,
I wanted tc go over_ I have always been for the Progressives.,

"when Elshoff took over Yine # I heard about it through talk.

t bad_at that time and thought we would have to go back to U.LK.W.
gelse it would be just like Line 'B'. #e were always satisfied with
P.L,A, while it was _there, there were a few troublemakers who were

ir. the F,l,a was one of these, when Elshoffl took over
Yinre 'A! he went around to miners_houses and told them
they better go DacK to .., or the mire would stay closed. I

heard that Elshoff might close Mine 'A! and operate it through

iire '3t,

would be closed.

"] attended the meeting at the Elks Ciub, I heard of the
meetings at r.M,A. Hall but didn't go, I also heard of some trouble
at ore of these meetings, 1 also attended a meeting at Redman's
Hall, T heard about this through the other miners. I don't know
who spoke at Redmans Hall but + do kmow I heard there if we didn't
go over to U.N,W. the mine would stay closed.

r



Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL.

INTEEVIZ. WITH "I went to the Elks Club meeting I dont remember
how I knew about it but L wert_ "1 dont know who was
in charge, As I remember we just went to this
meetlng to go back to U.K.w. I think we voted to go back to U.M.W. at

one of the other meetings, I believe the one at Redmans.

"Edmundson talked at the Plks meeting telling us he was glad
we were back in U.M.», and that we were going to be treated well. I signed
up for U.n.v, that afternoon &t the Elks, we were all signing up tozether.,

"7 voted to go over to U.M.W. because I needed my job and
there was no other way at the time, Jobs were hard to get in those days
and we knew that if we wanted our jobs we had to go back to U,M.%, I
did not o to Elshoffs or Zdmundsons office or to the Leland Hotel after
the blks Club meeting.

"Now wunder the U,M.%W. the conditions in the mine are Jjust the
same as they were incer the P.l.#. but in the local it is different,
They pay no attention to Just a dirger, just a few run the whole thirg,
this is gifferent from P.H.A

"I have had Agent -read this statement written on this
ar.d two other pages to me. It is all true to the best of my knowledge
and belief, I am signing this of my own free will as it is true,

"witnecs

/
pecial Agent, F.B.I1.,
5t. Paﬂil Linn.
pecial Agent rol (Mlw.)

Springfield, I1l,
Sept. 16, 1943

!
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, FTil.

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents
* and USSR -t Springfield, Tllinois
on ocptember 15, 1943,

Springfield, Illinois, the resi-
dence of agents interviewsd him and it was noted that he had
difficulfy in understanding some of tho questions end in answering them. It
should bc noted thst he is an alien too, and he advised he never has been ar-

rested in his life. It is felt he would mzke a poor witness unless his
testimony is necessary, as he is not very intelligent.

INTERVIE. . ITH

At

He was uncble to write his name so marked "XI% on the statement which
he gave .gents and that statcment is as follows:

Springfield, !!!.

Sept. 15, 1943

nr

B v (- foliowing information top
qwho have identified themselves as being Speciel Agents of the
F.B. No threats or
was born in

romiscs have been made me to give this information. I
m & I came to U.S. when was
President & not a citizen a « I have been at Kine & abou years

' am still there as a digger. In 1932 I wanted to join P.M.A. as it was the
best local and all othcrs went over too, I would rather be with P.M.A. now
than under U.M.w, I read-in papers thet ELSHOFF bot Mine A & that KIAN

quit. About a week later I first heard from others Ts that we would have to join
U.M. W, but 2t first I didn't pay any attention when ELSHOFF bot Mine 4.

P.M,A. had no trouble at all with FY.N in old days. After ELSEOFF bot Mine A
no one asked me to join up to U.M,U. I alsc heard that ELSHOFF said he would
take coal out of Kinz & thru Mine B unless the men joined U.M.w. I never
heard a thing about ¥ine A to be opened separately if it went U.M.W. I joined
U.M,w, as whole local did. I only went to meeting on Sunday at Elks Club and
we voted and T did too altho I didn't want to go over to U.K.W, as I was
pleased with P,X.5A. No onc told us anything at the meeting except that they
wanted to go back to work. I don‘t think that all wanted to join up to U.M.w.
I didn*t want to flght anyonc so I joined up as we didn't want the same thing
to heppen at Mine A like it did at Mine B when men got beat up. I signed up
a meeting to become U.M.w. R EDMUNISON talked to us about being glad to
have us back. Since U.M.W. has been at Mine 4 thl]is are szme now as under

P,Y,A, as far as I am concerned. I hzve had Agent read this two (2)
page statement to me and it is true and correct to st of my knowledge.

L ITNESSES : nxw

Specia cnt, r.8.1. St.Panl, Minn,
Spec.Agt.F.B.I. (Milw)®

- bBZ ~
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET AL,

DTERVIEV #1TH vas interviewed at his hore,

— Springfield, Illinois September 16,
‘ , Dy Special Agents and
F At the time of this interview sed that he
o n

ot understand the questions that were being asked him by Agents.
fe also advised that he had never become a citizen of the United States.

As much iriormation as could be procured from was taken down in
statement form, but he was not asked to sign it as he acvised that he could
ot understand the same. He tried to be cooperative, but could not be

of much assistarce due to his lack of understanding, It is not believed

he would moke a good witness in any event, as he did not attend many meet-
ings as he could rot understand what was going on and would not be compe-
tent to testify as to what went on, even at those meetirgs he did attend.
He advised that he had never been in any +reouble with the police.

Ihe follewing information was procured i‘rom_

~ Sprangfield, IIT_
Sept. 16, 1943

tt give the following information to

N [ 2re known to me to be Special Ageni_ of the
FBI No threats or promises have been made me to get me to give this in~
formation,

at MNine » for

I had up until about Jul. 1 been working
abou I was born in
yrs. ago_ I have be€h in the U, 5. abor A-yea I am not a citizen,

w3

"I do not understand the questions asked by you Agents. I never

attended many wnion meetings as 1 did not understand what was done and
was 111, I am willing to talk with you but do not understand. For the
past several years my legs have been bothering me and I don't get
around. This was why I quite at Mine 'Af,

Witnesses:

s/

Special kgent, F.B.I.,
4 _pau_l Yinn.

!pecial Agent !!! {(Milw, )

Sprirgfield, I11. il
Sept. 16, 1943"

ﬂ



INTERVIET WITH The following investigation was conducted by Special
A - EE—— - Springtiex,
ois on September 18, 1

Illin
it his residencc agents interviewed

_ﬁ\vp‘lngnem, I1linois, who advised he has fio criminai recor It
Ve he could not readily understand the English laneruage and he had to
be assisted by It is felt he wmould make a very poor witness
unless he had an interpreter,

i ents obtained the followin: staterent which he signed with an "X":

!prln!!‘!ield, 5.

Sept. 18, 1943.

vive the following information tom
& who have identified themselves to me as being Ypecial hponts

of the F,B.I., No threzts or rmises have been nmade me to ive this infor-
nation. I was b

caric here about JEars & .0 ceane & citizen in ne A
as 2 di i~er & have been therc about ._;ears but when I sterted at Mine 4
It was Pr o¢rossive. I oot a letter Irom Ryan tellin: me he zold Minc &

& I felt bad T thot there would bz troubls like at Mine B. T was satis-
fied & liked P.M.Ai. when ther were at Mine A, I heard from the miners that
Elshnff would take coal fron Mine « thru Mine B, later on I rot some
lotter to o back. I also heard that Elshoff miht keep Mine 4 closcd
unless it was UMW, T went to meetint,s at P.M,... but did not~ 0 to
Rednen's Hzll or at Elks Club. This letter I ;ot said T would hav: to jein
over to U.M.w. if I wmanted to conmc back, I si;nec‘ up a% the Elks Club &
jusi si ned a slip but did nt ster for neetin . I alsc ot sworn in later
at U.M.7. Bldz. I never was in office of Elshoff or Edmundson then & was
not on any cormittees. Thin_ s are just the same as under P.M..i. since it
chan el over to U.M.!. In old dars Pit Cormitte of P.M.A. did something
but now Pit Committee doesn't do anythin . 1 1ike the Pro,ressives better
tho than the UMW, I hauve had Agent read to ne this (2) paue
statenent & it is true & correct to the bedV¥ of my knowled:e. I have siyned
this of my own free will,"

/s/ ™X" The mark o«

pzde in the esence

¥ . itrnesses

. 00
Specm.I % e0u FeB.I.

] a ‘CI.
8T. Paul, M¥imnn,® - 584 =
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RE: JOHN L. 1LEJIS, ET Al

Ll SRt

INTURVIE

The following investig.ation was coniucted by Special

-~

, . 1 AR
HgENLs 2040 ”uu
Sprinificld, I.ilinols on September 18, 1943.

, resided at” springfield, \
I1linois, Wi his wile ani updn arrival ol sjgents at nis residence he was |

sut in the barn. His wife was sittin: out in the back yard with a ncighbor

visnan end she alviscld that her husband co.ld not understond English and was

nt in any trouble., The wife took 2 ver - hostil attitude an? at first would'

not tcll wherc 1er husbuand was. Upon naticing the husband by the barn the

wife hurriel down 5 4ain an! t lked to bin in o foreign lanmua_e and part of

the conversati u to hin was that he should not sign anythidng. B:;thﬁ

ani were askel by s .cnts wicther they wert toll by thatl Wollan

in the yarc or anyone clse not to tzlk t: s cnts and she called s cnts

a liar and was insistznt that her hwsband could not understend Bnolish,

H wever, A, ents conversed witi him after ho told his wife to shut up and

he ¢ uld understand En lish but not as bad as his wife claimed and he
furnished the £:1lowin, informstion to s ents which was taken down by acent

et [ c P £47

w2

- PR s b
o7

Tt o N aw wilm S o we oy -
ni his sten. r.phic notes are toined

He aldvised he was baurn i vears a._» and that he works
o2t Min: & an* has been there abont He sail he has been a citizen
ccors or s anl that he worked &U kince & as PiL, and UM.. He said it don't
nake eny diffcrence to ne what union ke bilonts to just se that he works,
He alsy scil that Mine & shut down every veor for § oonths and that it was
in the paper that Ryan sol7 Minc &, He also scid he heard the new ownor wauld
not cpen up unless it was un'er UK/, He also s2il that the nine was shut
d~n and he necded a 3 b and that everybody Jjoined up with UMT anl! that it
Jit nt cake any differcnce to hin onl that he Jid what the rest did. He
21sy s -1 he would not say anythin: a cinst PMa or MG just so he works and
211 he sonted was 2 job ant that he went over to UMD witi: others as the whole
loezl wont over to U, He alss sail that somebody soid cveryb dy had to
si.n wor anl he ad .ised things are the sane now as before and that there was
n> chzn ¢ for hii at all., He also advised he dil not go to any neetin:s
at Rolan's or Blks Club, H:z dls> advised he never hos been in any trouble
an. thaot he did not understand what wont sn at nmectin s when he went and he
mentined he ha? some difficulty in understanding some questisns, He alss
advise? he would not si n anything.

Tt is felt he would not nmake a ood witness,

- ~ 585 -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

Spring!ield, Illincis, was m!emewed bi

Cronson Avonte ENSEEERE ...

Bspeclal Sgenus SNG
on September 16, 1943, with the help o He had

ifficulty in understanding questions and could not express himself very
well, and it is felt he would make a ve or witness, He advised he
has -never been arrested in his life. &furnished the fol-~

lowing signed statement.

"’* T T

INTERVIEY, NITH

i
E

71152 Sangamon Ave_
Springfield, Ill_

Qo ynde V- Yo VA
WEDL. 1Dy AT4LD

"I, give the following information to
. “ho are known to me to be Special Agents
of the F.B.,I. 1 give this with the help of

”as I do not understand English well.,™ No threats or promises
ave be i

en made me to get me to give this Informatjon, I am working
ars. I was borm

at Mire 'A!' as a digger & have been there about
I have been in the U, S, since I became a citizen
in pme 5t Spring_, 111, I was a progrescive when i went to Mine 'A'.
I dont care what union they have in a mine, the union never helps me,

"] read in the paper that Elshoff was going to take over
Mine 'A', It didn't wake any difference to me. when P.M.A, vas there
from the time I went to work wuntil 1941 things were just the same as
far as I was concerned,

No one came to try and get me to join the UMW, I heard
sone talk about Elshoff closirg ldre 'A!' and taking the cozl through
iine '8' but I didn't pay any attention to it. I hear talk but it
doesn't make much impression as I cant wnderstand much English., I
didn 't hear about or attend any meetings when they decided to retwumn
to U.l.w, or discussed returning to U.M.W. I dont know if I ever signed
for U.ll.w. or not but one day some fellow at the blacksmith shop told
me I had to sign up and I couldn't sign or read it as I didn't have my

glasses, I had some other fellow sign for me,

%l don't care what wnion I belong to as long as I have a job,

"I have had— read this two page statement and it is
ry understanding that it is all true and correct and as I have given it to
the Agents. I am thersfore signing this of my own free will.

H
LA o

signes. (NN

Special hgent,
F. St. raul, Minn,

VR | Aconco
Bl (Milw) Springfield, Ill.

Sept. 16, 1943" - 586 =
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Re: JOMN L. IEIS, ET:L.

On September 15, 1943 Special Agents and

D - cr:c7c< at his hone,
*ﬁ_mld, 1liinois; at the time L

5 € interview advised that he did not
ynderstand Znglish well and the interview was conducted through H
# m advised that he had no criminal record; he
was entireiy cooperative Du EW ¥ little of what went on during the
pertinent period. It is felt that is an honest and reliable

person but that he could be used as & witness only if he had an interpreter.
isgents obtained from him the following signed statement:

s s

Springiicid, .
Sapt. 15, 1943.

give the following informsiion to*
who have icentified themselves as being Specizl Agents of the

nT

and

F.B.l. can't understand English very well so*

is acting as interpreter and this information is true 10 the Dest oI my
R

knowledge. 1 was born in & T came to the
U.3. in & became a citizen g ycers a Joine 2Eehe in 1932 as I
felt it was best union. I worked a_ Kine / or *ycars & guit around
1943 and am now at Panther Creek #5 as P.MN.., is thfre & I like them., I rea
in paper that ELSHOFF bot Mine L & I also got a letter later from Mr. RYaN
about 2 years zgo. I thot that wc would not be able to go to work there as the
men telked t*is woy and they also talked that it would close unless it went
over to U.l' .. I believed that & thcn we had not worked for some time. We
also knew .. Mine B trouble & didn't want that to happen to Mine A so local
joined over to U.k.w., Jobs were scarce then too. When FIIN was there P.M.A.

got along fine with him & I was satisfied as I liked P,N.A. better. I also read
in the papers that line B would take coal out from Mine A unless it went over
to U.k.w., I also heard it from other miners & we were told it too at a meeting
but I don't recall which one it was. I felt like the others did and we all
necded a job and we signed over so we could go to work., I went to a meeting
on a Sunday at Elks Club when we signed up & also went to another one but I
can't recall where it was held at. At the first meeting I went to there was
no fights or trouble & we all wanted a job then & didnft want any trouble.

I heard of thc meetings from others. They passed the hat tec to pay for the
halls. At meeting on Sunday we voted over to U M.W. R.Y EDLUNISON also spoke
to us after the officers werc elected. mof new
local. Had cherge of meeting, &very 1gnca up right away to
U.M.W. at the meeting. There was nothing else we could do as I had to go to
work & didn't want the same trouble at ¥ine 4 like they had at Mine B. We had
no choice - we had to join or quit our jobs then as jobs werc scarce then. I
was not on ary committee & I never went to office of ELSHOFF or EDMUNIGON.
Since 1941 under U.M.W. at Line A thi&ﬁs were same a2s under P.K.A. before. 1

hav¢ hazd Agent -_"read to me and— this three (3) page

- 587 =
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ETiL.

s true & correct as T have given it

P WITH statcment end it i

TNTERVIE.
# to thc Agents.
continued
¥l am signing this of my own free will.

(sienec) (R

L TTNESSZES

t’ F.B.I. .

Tl

Special agen

Special Agen JB.I. (Midw)
Springfield, Iil.
Scpt. 15, 1943."
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Re: JOHN L. LE4IS, ET AL.

£
zoove o W
— Hﬁﬁngﬁem, 1lilincls, was
interviewed by Special Agents*
He advised tha s

-nd on September 16, 1943,
rever been arrested, Jt was noted that! is rather an intelligent

person and he seemed to have a good knowledge as to what went on in mine
matters, so would be a very good witness if his testimony were necessary.
He appeared to be cooperative, and furnished the following signed statement.

Springfield, Iil_
Sept. 16, 1943

give the following information to

— 0 are known to me to be Special Agents

of the F.B,1. No threats or promises have been made me to get this
information and I give it voluntarily of my own free will.

"I am now employed 2NN voried at Xine A
to July of 1942 as a compaly Zan, 1 was born in P
came

I came to the U. S. that same year and
rough my fathers naturalizatien.

"1
&

“"aAt the time of the switch te P.X.A, I was in favor over
going to 7.M.A. I was always satisfied with the P.M.A. union, while it
was there,

n] first heard that Elshoff had taken over mine 'A' by reading
of it in the 'Register'. I thought when I read this that I would have to
go find another job. This was because 1 knew of the trouble they had had
at Minre 'B', I was well satisfied with P.M.A, after it came in and up
wtil this time. OSome of the boys from Mine 'A' came to see me about
coming to a meeting to be held at the Elks, I couldn't go at the time as

22 working at State Fair Grounds, one who came to see me was
the other was we had no discussion_ they
Just asked me to come to the meeting. B

—

he umors 1 u oal

Mine 'B', we thought if this happened about half the company men at

least would be out of luck. I also heard that Elshoff would only open

the mine uncer a U,M.u. contract_ this was brought up at a regular P.M.4.
meeting. If I remember right the majority of the men at this meeting
voted to stay P.M.A. whether he opened the mine or not, I think this was
a regular PMA meeting., I think at this meeting the local selected a
committee to see Mr, Llshoff. These men were to talk to Elshoff and we were
to come back at a special meeting to get their report. The regular FiA

L]
I hnard runor

that Elshoff would take the coal out through
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

TN TERVIEW WITH officers were presiding‘at this meeting
Just a short time later the special meeting
W was held at the P,M.A. Hall At this
meeting the committee reported that if the

mine was to open it would have to be under U.M,d._ at this meeting also
another commititee was appointed to see Elshoff as “the first committee

had beern wnable to get in touch with Elshoff himself, At this meeting

any of the men could get up and have his say. There were some there who
favored going over to U,M.G., the main thing with all of them was I

think to keep their jobs, they were afraid if they hung back the mine

would be opened and new men put in their places, There was some commetion
at ore of these meetings but ¢ did not see any of it, I think at the
second meeting it was stated the mine was to open up wunder U.K... and

Mr. Thrush, a dist. P.M.A., official told us to go to work and hold our
jobs. I dld not attend any 'r:eetz.rm at eitler Redman's Hsll or the Elks
Club. I never voted to switch over to U.L.i#, I signed up with U.K.Y,

the first mornig I went to work.
this was told me by
The first 3 days it woulc cos
regular fees would be acsked.

and I signad vith him, He told me that for
rnothing to re-join U.M,%., but after that

"] signed up with U.lLW. in order to keep my job_ I had the
choice of either doing this or going back home. It is my personal
opinion that conditions at the mine were ruch better under the P M.A,

than under U.K,«.

"] have read this 3 page handwritten statement and it is all
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and it is as I have given it
to the agent. I am therefore signing it of my own free will.

signcd: NN
/s

Specizl Agent, F.B.I.,

ii Paull Kinn.
pec. agt, FBL (hdlw,)}"

- 590 =
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RE: JOHN L. 1E IS, ET AL

TNTERVIZ. VITH The followin - investization w : ted by Special
N o - 5
field, Yllinscis on Septenber 17, .

At

Sprinzfield, Illinois, a:ents interviewed
who ro.ns there, and he advised he never has been arrested
in nis Jile. 11 wes noted that he was ver cooperative but he appears to
be rather il iterate and it is felt he would make a pror witness unless his
testinony Were necessary. -

«_ents obtuined frowm hin the followin: sipgned statenents

Spring! iel!, !!!.

Sept. 17, 1943

give the following information to F

& who have identified themselves to me as Special Agents ©

t ; G threais or promises have been made me to gilve this information,
& I am giving it of my own frce will, I am still at Mine ™ a2s a digger & I
1 y - 2220002
(¥

a

F

s
— PRgErE |

een there about years. 1 was born in

2o & I became a izen at Springficld iw

.M.A. but I don't remember why or how I folt then. 1 heard that “lshoff
bot Minc & in 1941 at a P.M,A. mecting an® nobody liked it as we all thot
There would be some trouble. I also hezard that if the men signed over to
U.L.¥, Mine # would be re-opened & otherwise it would close & I also heard that
Edmundson said that ¥ine # would take coal out from Mine A& thru Mine B. 1 was
satisfied with P.id.4i. at Minc 4 &.it was a pretty good local, & Y didn't wani
to change back. When I heard of above I did not feel so good as I was over
60 & jobs were hard to get. I also heard if we signed up we would not have
to pay $10.00 then. I joined the U.K.W. as I nceded a job & I felt Af I
wasn't with U,M.¥W. I would not get a job as I am too old. I don’t know if
I went to any meeting at Redman's Hall or at Elks Club but I do recall of

going to a meeting of the U.M.W. local on the 7th floor of the U.M.Y.

Bldg. I heard it scid in peper if woe wanted to go back to work we would have
to go to this meeting., &t this U.M.W. me:ting Edmundson said if we joined up
Mine & would reopen & in a few days it did rcopen & he said something about
taking coal out thru Mine B, I signed up with U.M.4. as if I did not I could
not go to work. I never was at Edmundsons or Elshoff's office & I needed &
job. Since U,K.W. has been at Mine # things arc same as they were under
F.M.ai. & there is no trouble. X like P.M,i. best as therc is too much hum-
bug in UKW, I have had Agentfijjjjrcad this (2) two page statement to me
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RE: JCHN L. LEWIS, ET 4L

TERVIE. WITH & it 1is true & corrcct to the best of my recollection &
71 have signed it of my own frec will,"

/+/ .

"Titnesiiﬁ‘

Sizeial wgent, F.ro. L,

ii.lii‘il iinn.
Specicl apent FBI

Springfieid, Ili.

Scpt. 17, 1943"
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RE: JCHN L. LEUIS, BT AL
INTERVIE 7 §ITH The following investigation was conducted by

Special Agents F&- m
-t Springfield, lilinois on September 18,
1843.
At Fis residence, SR Srringfield, I1linois, Agents
interviewed mﬁsed he has no criminal record.
He appeared tc be very cooperative and it is felt he would make a good

witness.,

Agonts obtained from him the following signed statement:

Spring!ie!d, !!.

Sept. 18, 1943

give the following information to—
arc known to me to be Special Lgents o
s h ecn madc

b TP, - -
O LDOC laldl UC.

The £ .o2.1. NO UOrCats or mises

cer at Mine MAM" wherc I have been for about wears. 1
and cdfic to U.S. in

he local went to

"] am a dic
wo5 born

ecame a It

I A% eumt
L - = EeEeEEes memem =
P,M.ie I was glad to go over W M.a..

nTn 1941 when Eishoff bought Mine 4 I heard this through the other
miners I felt bad, I felt I wouldn't have any job at all. From 1932 to 1941

I was always satisfied with the P,M.i. and conditions were fine at the mine,
Wher. Elshoff bought mine & %arﬁ I believe m
came to me and told mc tha culd have to sign up wi SHalia OT

00 y Jjob, 25 also with them at the time. They told me

h“ﬂ“E“ T4 no B 1f -es f"‘dn""

T [V P VR . 3 T eyt Pin Ry VU . | ry .
that 2lshoff woula ciosc mine A and take coal out thro

join with U.M.W. T heard through talk around that £lshoff would only open
mine & if we all sipgned up with U,N.W,

nT did not sttend any meetings at either P.X,i., Redman's or Elks Club
I was sick at this time and couldn't get to those meetings. They brought the
papers to my home for me to sign over to U.M.W. When I went back the
Superintendent thought that I was staying home because of the change and I

had to seg thc President before I went back to work, NG 2~

Wbronght the papers for me to sigl. I signed Decause
I ha have no job. Since 1941 when U.M,4., came back things
have not been as good as they were under the P.U,i, for the miners. They

dock you now and don't even show you why. ‘hen you made a complaint to P.M.4.

o ] o & v

they did something for you now it does you no good to complain,
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RE: JOHN L. LE+IS, ET AL

INTERVIE. “ITH %Y have had Agent.mread this 2 page stajement
e and corract & 28 1

F to me and it is a :
continuc have told it to the Agents, { am signing this of

my own free will.

—

“
! ~c:La! A, _!! !.B.I. _
Specla! n[;en!, F.!.I.

§t¢. Paul, Minn.
Springfield, 111,
Szpt. 18, 1943%
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

TERVIEW WITH ias interviewed by Special Agents
n September 17, 1943
at Springfield, Illinois, He stated that he was
getting older and did not pay much attention to union activities. He told
his story in a clear and sincere manner and seems to be better than aver-
age in intelligence, It is believed he would be a favorable witness, al-
though his irformation is limited. There is set forth below his signed
statement,

Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 17, 1943

nl make the following voluntary statement
to Special Aeents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to induce me to make
any statement.

L e corr i [N - pzecertly reside
at I st:rted out 35 & miner 3 was .years old and

was a cnarter member of the U,X.d. I now work for the

"I started working at Mine & in about and quit there in
943, I joined the PMA in 1932, but did not have any active part
Pthe start of it. All the men were a little put out at the UMi because
e couwldn't elect our own men and I went 2lecng with the rest and joined
Pilx, As far as I'm concerned there isn't uuch difference between the
two unions and I went which ever way the majority went.

"] recall that in the early fall I got a letter from Ryan saying
he had sold kine & to Elshoff and when I heard that I was pretity sure
that Llshoff would probably operate Hine A with United men, I felt that
bacause of whai happened at Mine B, that Elshoff would favor UK. There
wis also a rumor that Elshoff wight haul coal out of Mine A through
lire B,

"I went to a meeting at Pila hall sometime around the first part
ol Sept. and 1 think it was the second meeting they held. kost of the
men seemed to think that the only way Elshoff would operate Mire A was
to pull the cpal through iine B. Some of the men wanted to join united
so they wouldn't lose their job . The meeting was adjourned that night
and nothing was accomplished. ¥ost of the men were just arguing about
what to do., I believe it was— that had charge of
this meeting.

"The only other me:ting that I went to was at the Elks Club, At
this meeting the men voted by standing vote to join united. 1 know that
Edmondson gave a talk, but I don't recall exactly whether he talked
before or after we voted, I don't think anyone voted against joining
U.M. 4, I joined Usii that same day at the Elks.

- §95 -
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Re: JOWN L. LE¥IS, ET AL.

INTERVIEN WITH "It is my opinion that I joined United because
I figured that was the only thing for me to do in
Continue order to hold my job., I was never beaten up oF

threatened in any way to join a tUnion.

%1 have read this statement of 3 pages and wish to state it is

true to the best of my memory.
/N

miitnessed:

/5/

pecial Agents, F.B.I.,
U. 8. Dept. of Justice®
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEW WITH wag interviewed by Bpecial Agents
AN and s
poor memory, and his knowledge of nglish 18 poor.

Be appeared to have no information of value and is not recommended for a
witrase., Iis Stetement is as follows:

®Springfield, Illinois
September 17, 1943.

ake the following voluntary statement to
both of whom I know to be Special
ents in the Federal Bureanu of Investigation. No threats or promises have

been made to me to induce me to make a statement. I was born in
and came to the U.S. in I beceme a U.8. citizen

in now reside at am employed at Mine A.
1 joined U.K.W. in ¢r most all of my life.

"] started working st Mine A sbout end in 1932 I jJoined Pro-
gressive., P.M.A. was all right, the same as U.k.%i. Aoy union is all right
with me as long &s 1 have work.

"] remember getting a letter from Ryan telling that he had sold
the mine, Mine A, to Elshoff. I heard that Elshoff might close the mine,
or maybc open it for United Mine Workers. I didn't pay much attention, 1

just wanted a job.

"] went to & meeting, I am not sure where, but I remember all of
the men stood up, end wont U.MJK. We all signed wp for United that day.
Two or threc fellows talked but I don't know who they were or what they
said. I have never been buaten or threatened to make me join any umnion.

I joined U,M.%. so I could keep my job, the rest of the fellows had joined

UMa e
/+/
witnessas:
‘ Special Agents, FBI, U.S. Dept. of Justioce, "
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RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

 WITH ] was interviewed by Special Lgents*
appeared to be ar ho
end sincere man, but stated he had no information of

value to instant case, It is believed he would make & poor witness for
this reason. There is set forth below the signed statement executed by

Ugept. 17, 1943

Springfielid, Ill.

statement to pecial Agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to induce
me to make any statement.

USSR R
by first started mining in about
—m mine I worked at and I worked

here until about the latter part of the fall of 1941. I had been thinking
of stopping mining for ebout B years before I finally quit.

"] was a member of U.M.W. until about 1932 when I joined P.M.A.
I never paid any attention to the unions and only joined because it was
necessary to belong in order to work.

n [P, T, o w1 o roam A - o e mard e . =
1 remember getting & lett irom %yu.u B ‘ylx he had

to Elshoff. The fact thet he sold the mine didn't mean a thing to m
heard the PEA had some meetings after the sale of the mine but I

go to any of the meetings because it didn't mean anything to me and
wasn't interested.

"I joined the UMW at the mine when I started work in the fall &
only worked for about a month., Since I wasn't interested, 1 didn't form
any opinions as to why the men switched to UMW,

"1 have read over this 2 page statement and wish to state it is

true to the best of oy memory.
/+/ S

Witnessed:

e —
mal Agents, F.B.I., V.B8. Dept. of Justice. »
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

erviewed b ecial

£ {TERVIEG WITH
e Agents
g has 8 great deal of aifficulty in speaking an

- understanding the English language, It is believed he would be a poor
witness. There ie set forth below the signed statement exscuted by

"Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 17, 1943,

"1, meke the following voluntary statement
to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigaticn. o eats or promises have been made to induce me to make

any statement.

®*1 was born and came to the U.S.
in- I became a U.5. citizen in I have been a miner ell my
life and now work at sane A. My present address is _

¥l started working at Wine 4 in end had been a member of the
TM™ for a long time. I joined PKA in 193Z, but never took am active part
in it. It doesn't make much difference tc me what union I belong to, 1
just do what ever the rest do.

"] remember that Mine A was sold to Elshoff by Ryan in the fall
of 1941, I got & letter from Ryan saying he had sold the mine and I
thought that maybe I would be out of a Jjob. I thought that maybe Elshoff
wouldn't open the mine up in the fall. Everybody said that meybe Elshoff
would only hire WA men if he opened the Mine A.

"During the summer of 1941 I was working for m
? so I didn't have any time to go to any of the meetings tha &
*:1d after the sale of the mine. I went to a meeting at the Elks
Club on & Sunday and I got at that meeting a little late. All of the FMA
men had signed up with WW so I signed up too so I wouldn't lose my job.
The meeting was about over when I got there. 1 don't remember what they
talked about at the meeting. I was never beaten up or forced to join any

union.
“This statement has been read to me by- & I wish %o
gtete it is true to the best of my memory.
//

3pecial Agents, F.B.I., U.8. Dept. of Justice. v

Wiitnessed:
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RE: JOEN L. LEJIS, ET AL

INTERVIEJ WITH wos interviowed by Spocial
R b
is rother odvancod in y y ADC

ig npprrr_ptlv o sincere en. henest mon, he stoated he had no information of
velue to instent ceso. Ho is not being recommended for a witness in this
casc. Hirc stotorment is os follows:

"Springfield, Ill.
Sopt. 18, 1943

moke the following voluntury statement t
nts cf tho Fedoral Burenu of Investige-
on T luco me to make any state-

né prescntly live at

a : I heve beon o miner
m v chirter membcr of tho U. M. . I hove boen omployod
rt Mine 4 for the post . yCors.

"I joined P in 1932, but I didn't have anything to do withthe
ferning of this union. Ifve never peid much cttontion Yo the unions and
just 2id what the rest of thom did. Sincc I'm gotting clder I 2o not pay
much cttention to wnion offrirs as long as I koep my job. As for as 1'm con=
cerncd, tho unions arc all the somo.

"I romomber gotting a letter from Ryen in the fall of 1941, end
et that timo 1 folt thot since Elshoff hod teken the mine over we would
211 bu surc to work, I wasn't afraid of now workinpg and didn't think much
of whot union would be et the nmine,

"] hoord that tho PMA hod some mectings at their hall ofter the
szle of the mine, but the only meeting I went to wos at the Elks Club,
I rot tc the Elks Club meeting when it wos obout over and the men s&ld

they hand ell joinog UMH, so I slsc signed up at that time. I Just signed

up bccauso the rost ¢id. I don't hold anything opninst either union, as
for as I'm concernod they are cll slikc. One union is as gooc asthe
cthers I don't hove ooy opinions as tc why the mon switched over from
'L to MYV, I was nover bunton or throotened.

"I havo road covaor this 2 puge stotoment mnd wish to state it is
true tc the boet of my memory.

——————R
/¢/
“Titpnessos

7 TR YU
/s/ U, S. Dept. of Justice”

oy L T L I
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RE: JOHN L. IEWIS, ETAL

INTZRVIE! WITH was intorviowod by Spooisl Agonts —
R nd ig not partioularly wol
informod concorning Tho Gotwclls of tho switch to U.MMJi. It

ig not folt that ho would meko o good witnoss. Ho furnishod tho following
stotomont which ho roefusod to sign:

" Springfield, Ill.
Sopt. 18, 1943
"I, , moko tho following
voluntery stotement to & Spooin) hLgants of tho

Fodorzl Burocu of Investipgotion. No throots or promisos hove boon mado to
inducc mo to meko ony statomont.

T oo born on (- =~ 113
employod at Mino A. I om on tho trial committec of tho UY or tho looal

ot Mino A. I have boon & minor oll my lifo ond & membor of tho UMT up un-
til T joined thy PMh in 1932. I didn't havo onything to do with the start
of progrossive znd as fur as I'n concernod both of tho unlons ara about tho
semo. I'vo boon ot Mino 4 since about

.

“In tho £all of 1941 I ot a lottor from RY.N suying ho had
sc1d Minc & to ELSHOFF. I figured that tho mino probably would stoy olosod
end I would bo out of & job., as socn 65 iho mon honrd nbout the salo of
tho mino tho Pli. oullod some meotings.

"7 yont to 6 meoting ot tho PM. hall soon aftor this and
hnd charge of this mooting. Thoro was o lot of argumonts
and tulking 06 to whathor wo should all jein unitod. Somo sadd Mino L
wouldn't open in tho fall, othors said oosl from Mino & would bo houled
through Minc B, and I undorstcod ELSHOFF was supposod %o havo medoe tho ro-
mark thet ho was oither going to oporato with united or not et all. Not much
happoned ot this mooting excopt a2 lot of talk.

"he second meoting I wont to was alsc in tho PMi hnll a
littlo whilo aftor tho first omo. The hall wus alnost fillod & evorybody
agoin talked about what thoy thought ELSHOFF was geing to do with Mino he
Vihon I loft the building I saw Hut in front of tho building
and I noticod his shirt was torn ¢ told mg ho had boon in a fight with
somo of tho progrossive officinmls, I think vwes ono of & cormittoo of
four or fivo whc had boon eppointod by tho prosident to oall ELSHOFF on tho
phono & find out what ho wns going to do with Mino 4. I do not know who

bea p. I got owoy from tho mooting as I figurod thore was going to
bo trcoudll.,
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RE: JomMw L. L@WIS, BT4L

INTERVIE. WITH "I didn't go to eny other moctings of tho PML boosuso I
didn't liko tho idos of our own men fighting amongset
Ky eSiur thomsclvos cnd I figurod if tho offiocors would do thoso
things I'd stoy owoy. I didn't go 4o tho Elks Club &
didn't jcin ULV until tho first mooting hold at tho UMY building.

" s s mwe ALt m mdi deone [
I havo read ovar this stator £ throo pagses an

stato it is true to tho bost of my monmory.

—ad:d ttod tho truth of tho abovo stotenont, but
statod it was his policy novor to sizn anything, S -:sc soid this

was his ovm policy and thet ho had not boon advis anyono not to sign.

Witnossod

Spocinl agonts, FBI
U. 8. Dopt. of Justico"
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RE: JOHE L. LEalS, ET AL.

NTERVIEw GITH ” wes ipterviewed af Chatham, Illinois, by
S e (N it the

plece where he was werking. NN .5 strongly antie-
UMii and sdvised that he quit Mine A because he could not work under Ullw,
He cheracterizes TN5; as being un-american, He ie favorable to the govern-
mert's crse and could be used as a witness, His statement is as follows:

g Iil.
ChLe » 1943,

»1, N s:igicld, Ill. make
the following voluntary statement to and g Srecisl
hgents of the Federal Bureau of Irvestigation. ¢ threets or promises

Lhave bean mede to induce me to make s stabcoment.,

I wes born on I was £ miner for over
years and had been a nomber o or & long time until I joined
P.X.h. in sbout 1622. 1 didn't have anything to do with the starting of
the P.M.4., a2nd a8 far ag I'm concerned the Pl was always a good union.

i

am presently employed b

"] started at Mine & in sbout & worked thore until the
spring of 1942. I wes at UWine & when Ryen scld Mine 4 to Elshoff. 1
remember that I got a lettor from Ryan about the sale and as soon as I
hsard that 1 felt that Line & was sure to go United in view of the fact
I feiv Elsuoff favored United.

"] went to a few meetings et the PMAL Hall after t

announced, but did no go to the Fih mectings at the Elks and

Ly cell it the first PMA meeting was presided over by
# There wae a lot of talk about FAMA being shut out at
the mino and most of the men were opposed to joining the U.M.W. We did
not want to join United and felt that Elshoff wanted to oporate the mine
only with United men. we all voted not to go to work at the mine under

the U.M.J. There were about 125 men at this meeting.

he sale was
PR}
Pyt~

"There was another meeting at PHA ebout 4 or 5 days after this
et the P¥A hall and at thet meeting there were 4 or & men eppointed to a
comittee to gc and see Elshoff as to what he was going to do. I hoard
that these men later reported to our local that Elshoff had said thet the

mine was going to bs opsrated by United men.

"] rememboer that st this meeting some of the FAL men got in &
fight and that JJJcot becten up at that time. I did not attend any of
the other meetings. I did hear that our men had swung over to United and
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RE: JOHN L. lE«IS, ET AlL.

INTERVIED SITH

(continued;

withesses:

irr mm R

8o mbout five deys after the mine opened I weni to the
office at Mine & and signed up. I have read over this
2 page statement and it is true %o the best of my

memory.
/o

I, U.8. Dept. of Justice.
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