Jesse James who clnums to be the noted Clay County, Mis-
souri, bandit, supposedly shot by Bob Ford on April 8, 1882,
(for $10, 000 reward), has re-a peared after 51 years of hid--

ing l‘:!nd is rapidly establishing identity to a dlsbehevmz’_
wor

Hear Jesse James tell the hair-raxsing story of how he and -
Bob Ford planned his own murder. Hear how Jesse changed .-
_ ¢clothes with the Slain Charles Bigelow (also 2 wanted man) -
_and made his escape only to return the next day to attend
his own funeral and act as one of his own pali-bearers.
Hear Jesse James tell how he helped bury himself outside
his own mother’s window! Hear him tell many other thrill-
imz ta!es of his own exloits as America’s Original Pub
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Acoompamed by Py delega- :

tion of old-timers, who had po--
sitively indentified him, Jesse.
James called on the Governor
of Missouri and was assured
that—when the $10.000 re-
ward was paid to Bob Ford
for shooting -the man whom
the coroner’s inquest declar-
ed to be Jesse . James—the
case was officially closed es
far as the State of stsofm
was coneerned

EXTRA!
'ON OUR STAGE |

- HANK

FARRIS

JESSE JAMES
As he Appears Todsy

- Age
To See Him is to

Behevo m'




I wont %o acknowledge your letier of Apru 4.
1938. with walch you enclosed s flyer announeing
‘eppeerance of Jease hmes at ths \!ooda Thatez_'h

7 qn ralponsé ‘to your
ny undoraunding thet tha S.nfamous banﬂit Joaso Jmc

R '42 thought you -1ght be 1ntorestad in th
\cloaod copy of the booklet entitled "The Federal Bureay .
of Investigetion® which deals with the work and functlons
of this Bureau. A copy of my eddress "Public Duty in
Law anorcmont“ u alao encloaed. :

v
,,P.’\

h{r. Losm‘......‘..

Mr. Schilder .........
Mr. Tomeh .. ceeeaees”




Fhe university of Tennessee
nKnoxvtLle, Tennessee

J, Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Bashington, D.C,

Dear Mr, Hoover:

A man is appearing in our theaters here under the name
of the notorious outlaw, JessePJames, He claims he is the-
original, and that the fellow who was killed was only mistaken
for the origimel. .. i:

He is to appear at the Dayton, Tennessee, theater the latter
part of this wesk,

I should like very mudh to have any data,'or information, o
you might have concerning the facts of the Jesse James murder, . RN
Is the originel outlew, Jesse James deed? : '

Very sincerely yours,

I | S A7 L 7 o
M' - - ' & FEDERAL BURLAU bF h\ftoﬂur‘ﬂm&
| 3’3 DNDEXED, MAY 18 1938 P. M,

/Q_m JUSTICE
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. .. JETIDAF. .

e University of Tonpauee,
Knoxvine, ?onnzvuoa .

!our lettet was received in thia ‘Bureeu on lay 18, .
1938, in .which you made 1nquiry conceming en individ\ul-: '
knona asp Jaasie Jemes, -

P For your inromtion it ma reportéd th:.t. Jeuie
Janes, the original outlew, hea been desd meny yeers. 1
. heve no dste regerding the {mdividusl you sdvise L& to sppesr.:
&t the thectre in Deyton, Tenncssee. I em teking the liberty

of forwarding to you seversl publications of the FEI which it

. 1= believed will be of interest to you.

John Edg,sr Hoo: er,-.
Diroctoro

oop Agst Cyimg" "
/l‘fue Costs 4f Crime"“"‘“

ime snd yqur hopeny. o g 1933

e -

o

P,
FERERAL BUREAU OF INVEBTIBATION,
U. 8. DEPARTMENT @F JUSTICE




nos mam:s cn.x?omn
hmut 10, 1938

: 'Sp.ei.ium in Charge;
hicggo, Ilnnoin. el

AGoldwyn-Ism Studio in culnr City, cnlitornh, bas recently ad-
'vised me that he hasg been doing some research work
' -coneerninx JESS! mas ‘the old rotorious ‘outlaw.
has said that so far as ho un detomim .mxs 4is suppose
- dead atthia time, v i

You may recall that it was reportcd that JAMES '
ed by one of his companiona. However, aceording %\
from time to time reports have emanated that the'r
SE JA!ES ‘was not killed but that he is still in existense.
: ue, "JESSE“JAKS wnld be in hi.n ninctiu

i : said that some time during the past year
T there was an individual who either surrendered or was taken into bb
rquatody by the Chicago, Illino partment, who claimed
%o be:the real JESSE JAMES,
. :i’a.la udcrltnnding that the Chieago Police Department arranged for
" ‘the Betention of this hdividual, perhaps 1!1 sone 1xutitution An’
,‘Joliot, Illinoio s nntil the vorted.ty of

- As s matter of oooperltion ﬂt.h

ina poaition to be of help to the Los Angeles office, and who, s .
. 'in the past, has indicated his interest in this Bureau by ud&i'ng
- 4%, 4¢ would be appreciated if you sould u-range lor an izmediate
'gheck st the Chicago, Illinois, Police Dcpnrtunt 'to ‘dstermine 4f
_thers is any information available at that place conceming ‘the
“individnal who was investigated recently. 'If photographs of this

individual are available, it would be appred.atcd if you would ob-
‘tain onebr this office.: Also obtain a complets descriptioniof
‘him 1f ‘possible. If he was !mtrprinted please advise 1f Jné ‘2

had a known erixinal rmrd ‘and the detailntom 9 .

L EPELY OF i.\v’ﬂ%ﬁf‘ TION




- wound scars on his chest, possibly on the right side.

“ description might indicate if the individual 4n chicago had suehi’s
‘scars and if there is sny data avsilable conoerning the affidavits:
" or papers which the individual is supposed to have had 1ndicat1n¢'
‘that he was the rul JESSE JAMES, it wonld be lppreciated 1! you

R et it -t







Mr. Lester ...........
Mr. Mcintire.........

. Nichols..........
Mr. Tracy .o.ceae...
Miss Gandy..........

emmiution of Jm- 17, .
boon ncoind, ia u!xich you have made inqnir,‘

" to me that you might 1ike %o have several booklets .7 .
~dealing with the work of the Federsl Bumu of - investis.
pation, and I am plessed lndood to send you pu;blm
lnd sopies of my addresses ~tor,ym_rhgorug§3 &

The self-addressed postal card whieh you
enclosed with your letter iz being returned herewith.

f(l(Ml ﬁUﬂ!AU oF |IVEI"MHOI
U, 5. LEPARTMENT SF JUBTICE
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Mr. Tolson. ¢ ... { "~ 7

\Mr. Nathan.

Mr. Lester ......... g

Mr.

and, Ky une 16 —-Some- case and a hamper full of a!txdav:ts
body “called - ‘up ‘the ‘office of ‘the} .:Jesse James,” read the clerk as
United States marshal last night the old man laid down the pen. He

and reported that Jesse James, alive m%:nm“ﬁ, ing
was “in} yames, sticking out his pomted chin.
3 : “Nothing except that they ‘gen-

quired th marshal. and erally sign their names John ones
e found out that be had heard rlzht said the clerk.’
‘I'm appearing at the - Grand
” said Mr. James. “If therc
are -any calls for.me h

ne‘suggested And he Jbung up’ (he transferred.™ -
53 indignant] “I') tell the United States marshal
seethe and boxl Why that ‘you are here,” promised the

clerk—and presumably he did. A

-
the " F beuboy Dcked up m aggage ﬂn
Uw epoﬂ at the eela tart 1 f ”

Ruilding? "'What had become of the

.aw-—{he bad-mann act or w_hatever

t was “talled,~ that forbade the)] - ..

‘ransport ‘of outlaws in interstate] )

-ommerce? There didn't seem to be

.ny answer,” and Jesse James, un-

molested, checked in at a local hotel. <" shot Mr, Howard - .-
He was_wearing a black slouch| =~ laid Jesse Jame

‘t a neat white shxr;a a blzgk frock ! i .
1at of the \wpe popular in Congress

a the 'd0s (around the time he was ‘It ‘{s “Eignificant of unportant and
: ot and killed by Bob Ford) and adventurous figures in the Unitefl

States that they are never allowed

mck bleeches stuffed into tight- i TE NEyi
 %ing Hack boots. He is tall, thin{t0 die. . Jobn Brown's body wak

+5 a8 gas pipe, and 81 years old, as|" {Continued on Fourth Page.)

CRICAGO DALY KEWs -
G2-2647(- A AP
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(Conunued from Fust Page )

#ltaken from the gallows st Harper's
Ferry and revived by physxcxans in
the employ of his wife."

death many years later came to
a’ gideshow . mummy -and educa-{:
tional exhibit with a Ime boxoffice

America. - Ask anybody. . .~
And 50 _with :Jesse James -4t is

.suspected he was dead. = ...,
E Jasse s Manners Improved,

oft. He was armoyed because some-~
bodybadpa:kedtooclosetoame

“Good mormng, officer,” . 'ﬂ
‘Jegse James cheerfully. sa‘
: %Good morning to yourself, si1}]”
answered the cop.” And the d:
was br!ghter for witnesses who ré-
membered that in the old days
* Sesse had wastéd no time being
pleasant to cops and very few cops
bad been pleasant to Jesse. It Is
nice to consider that in a matter of
almost 60 years the manners of the
rough old world have improved.

‘ppurder:does-not exist- and when
Bob Ford shot Jesse loose from a
stepladder $n St. Joe, Mo., several
_munder indictmenls were outsta.nd-
ing against him. Many of the popu-
tace—those who were not trying to
_call the United States marshal—
ndered that the resurrected,Mr.
eg should call attention to tjem
ut, come to think about it, J sse
4. s in no danger, Most of the it-
7 netses are dead and without

F lash, to J Edgar H oov_er. _
; esse J ames Am tinG rave

"|nesses ulmost amrbody could"be
Jesse James in safety

“Booth es- the audience of the-Grand Theater
caped from the burning barn after|all about himself and his miraculous
the ‘murder of meoln “and at his|escape. It seems there was anotber
bejlad named Jesse James—a second
cousin or something. This fellow got
in with ﬂ}he James gang and de-{
ceived the Jnember
lure. Al Capone isn't in Alcatraz— the treacherous Bob Fo
it's somebody who looks like hxm " *The impersonation was a siuy per-
John Dillinger is slive in Southjformance because Mr, Ford's eye-
J5ight seems to have been failing at

the time and 30 he failed to notice
a fittle characteristics :that would
no surprise to discover that he hasiyave made him suspicious. Or mey~-
been alive all these years and Is stilljbe Mr. Ford's judgment was dulled
alive, Nobody, spparently, had ‘everjby his vision of reward. . At any
. {rate the bogus’
- Jenough. Ford shot him in the back.
The body was turned over {o the

. ere wes a cop standing at the' mourning family and that was the
hjtel entrance when Jesse strodejend of the James saga save for the
present engagemeat - at-the Grand
theater. . , . .Next week. Hunlmg- J
ton, W. Va.), >
, Mr. James has numerous m:da-

[

The statute of limitations on

it~

vits w mpport hiz claim &
f" name of the supposedly: ‘dead o
‘Jlaw. -They are signed by frien
and neighbors of Missouri, Monun\ .
and other-states and ‘set forth thej -
}deponents belief that Jesse James;
was_and is Jesse James. No onej.
has “ever- attempted 0 “prove that
the makers of the mffidavits lacked
sincerity.sXven the ‘United States
marshal found no reas n to quarrel _
with the affidavits, -He was qQuite ... . .
willing to atipulate .that ~Jesse =
James was Jesse James or Chris- -
topher Columbus. "His poﬁﬂon was
that he didn’t care. . =
,:}“‘.‘Bobbety.”, Jease Oomplalns, ,
Mr. Jumes came back to the hotel
after his first hard day at the thea-
ter and discovered that he was be-
ing charged $4 for a room.  He said
it- was highway ‘robbery -and 'the
clerk said he didn't know what he
was talking about—which is where
the matter rests at present ”:The
“he-is-Jesse-James” faction is- “met-1
ting plenty of support in Ashland. .
g ¢4 folk-song societies can‘re-} . =
vive Queen Elizabeth as they bhave|
done so successfully in their recent! .=~ .
choral offerings there seems to"be .= -

O L CIE R R

" The Miracilous Escape. "%~}
Four times a day Mr. James told

:& includmg

“Jesse rdid -well

© With Jease m ﬁxe Grand
prortam i3 a double feature

Sime of the critice. dxdnt uke ;
Pjuck Rogers’ part of it.. Theymd :
i was too unphusi le, . L&




tionggaﬁcarning the ‘individusl who' was arrentod recnntly
chic&edjfblicn quartaant using the name of JESSE JAME
he ») ' ‘
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INCORPORAYED - -

Tiake Piew College OF Commerre

BROADWAY AT MARKET

ALTON, ILL.

September 21, 1938

Honerable J., Edgar Hoover,
Federal Buresu of Investigation,
Washington, D. C. .

(
v

Q;L/Ibar Sir: ‘

It may not be withing the field of your authority to
investigate, but I &m cal your attention to the
filming of a picture atj¥ifeville, Nidsouri, thet is
to re-enact the outlaw career of Jesse“James, and it
is to be call "Jesse James."

¢ This picture may be wholly "within the law" but I do
> believe it is going to be a "splendid" lesson in out
. lawry that our young people do not need.

S
'~$\ Too many of the Pictures of today portray lessons to the
- Q young'that tend to start them on the "trigger figure

road.'

gThe Silver Screen has such great possibilities for good,
:@that 1t is & pitfy ‘thativery opposite is so often shown.
We have too many outlaws, even with every agency for good
N working to make the world better. Why show a picture of
é- ime? No doubt the evil of such a 1life will be presented
n the picture--but too many of the young will never get
that part of the picture. They will see the glamour and .
dash--the easy money--the escape--and try to get by where
"The James Gang" got caught. 5 _

2"

What can be done about 1t} Productegémay éay that the
Public demands 1t}!! : - e , bb

b2 -2 47/-
- £5Ti

FEDEhAL EURC e OF 1hvel

— N\ 1
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A Train for esse

Z Got T I AT R ¥ X g Z 2 - g R
" When John Noll, 939 Maryville _place, went to Pineville, Mo, recently, he .. Tyrone Power, who
made these pictures of the movie company making_the motion picture “Jesse . -i plays Je sse James,. ; -
: * walking -around - be- "

* James.” This is the train the company used in the “train robbery” scenes of . ..
R : Y v LT e o fweenTsceness

the picture.. -~ - o — e gt

20,095
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B A st

e T e s ~
B s oW V]

o N o o ST P



emvans sasenn sememsonee

ow College of Cmerce,

ABroadny at’ la.rk-t

ﬂoover'a abaence fron’the city,
tish to acknotlecge receipt of your letter of i
* September 21,1938, edvising of the contemplated
showing of the motion picture entitled *Jesse Junes.®

On behalf of Mr. Hoover I want to thank
“you for making known your views, acd you may be-sure’
‘that your letter will be called to the Director’l
cttcnt!.on upon ‘his ra.tum to !a.ahingten

'Sincerelv yours -
For tho Director, :

e M. o
F”FML :UREAU of llVEST‘ﬁATI“.
. 8. DEP
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Retemco u udc to your Iottér dn.tod !’ebmry 8,

b

, ', !'leue‘ ba cdvisod t.ha t.he inronatlon ﬁmt ‘ou :
requeat is pot nvailable h t)xe fﬂ.ea or the radml ‘Bureau
of Invosti.gauou. : : : '

h‘.\“ -

cqmnymwﬂous §Lcnou

fEDERnL BUREAU Uf CWF"TWT‘ON
3 GEFRLG YT OF iUniics
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Mr. Co7 .ey ...-—---o-
P’ T Crcr'l........-—-l

OKLAHOMA CIPAo-BECAUSE HIS 3 1/2 YEAR-OLD SON u’czsn;nf‘mhf" HEY
ROB.A"BANK "LJKE JESSECJAMES," STATE REP. ‘

WCENSOR_ALL: OKLAHO

GLCSE THEATERS ON SUNDAY._ THE BILL WOULD SET UP A STATE BOARD
OF [CENSORS COMPOSED OF THREE MINISTERS AND TWO LAYMEN.

HE ‘REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT -WHEN HE TOLD HIS SON, ANDY, THAT HE
_.LACKED MONEY, THE CHILD SUGGESTED:. - e
. %THEN WHY DON'T YOU TAKE A GUN LIKE JESSE JAMES ANﬂ GO TO A BANK
AND GET SOME?™ - b

2/11 0N829P




. " In eccardance w &th Anstructions, the writer has at :
... the. aoving picture of *"Jesse“James? several tiua in order to ‘become
.- © thoroughly. scquainted with the #tory and cheracters et poz-trayod theroln,
. and has then consulted availsble books at the COngressional Librery
. '4n order to obtain the histor.lcal tu:ta of tht A1 of Jesse James l.nd
- or h.s brother, !‘rank Janu :
N ‘fhe noving picture ot 'Jesn Ima' ﬁreecata vthe Ima
N brothers a8 dars.ng, adventurous len, wmore the victim of circumstances
- whozshould be admired for their courage and pitied for their misfortunes)
‘father than the heartless and desperete persons hutory shows them to -
_have been. ‘rhromhout tha picture, the syupatl;y of the ramign_cc‘ 1s with
'Jeaseandrunk N S

?ha pi.ctm opexm uth 4 acens ‘havhich Su-cn, & .rapresonuun
of the 'ﬁt. ‘Louls-¥idlend Reilroad, and three of his assistants are going
erounc the countryside using intimication, threats and physical force to
mzke the farmers seil their land to the reilroud for & mere pittence, ®hen
..thece men resch the ferm of the widow, Mrs. Jumes, she refuses to sign the. .
" deed and Frank and Jesse become involved in & fight with the strangers,” Khen
- Barcee grabs a acythe with -mch to strike Yrank, Jease shoots the hand of
Barcee, and the enraged ol gO !mrriedly back to tovn to swear out a warrzn
‘for Jessets errest. Jesce and. kvmk un . -eoting af all the fanm in°
‘the noigbborhood and they sgree to each one put in as much money es he can
~afford.s0 thut they might engage a liwyer to advise them what'éan be done:
e thelr l.ands, homes and crops.-from the railroed: While the meeting
i Towon-4g--in TOgress, a friond coiigs to 4. Pre=ik and Jesse” that Barcee with the
Me. NatbanSheri & and his men is on- hia way to Errest them.. Ina- ‘ordar to avoid trouble
1mem um & flee to the hilll " ¥hen Bareaa arrives, he is told theé boys bhave
X “sgad Nrs, James is very - Not believing this, he throws & hombd inte
e, cotting fire to the house and killing lrs. Jemes,  ¥hen Jesse -
; ‘hear of thin outrage, Jesse comes ‘4nto town and shoots Barcee::
T Eﬂ“’ The"n 1ence ‘18 mcde to feel that, the lew of the West st that time being -

Mr. Forv e ibtol ; ‘this wes the natural end even the Fight’ thing for Jecse to wos’
| ar. Gaviogg -ty s Barcese & fair chance to.Gcfend himself, dut of course Jesse is
i Bobogyyawe ¥ on the &zaw’end gets away to the WAllE’ again ufter ‘avenging his
e soteimothey (s death,” The reilroads being in control:of the state ‘2t that tims,
Y mx:"g:uve s & reward 1z offered for Jesse's oa m,—ud-tm-h-&e—sereuc—' .
M. Nicbolipg s Fide career of‘ uncorin and robb ,

OF Fimderiag sed rembine. \éoz 267[ - 12~

Mr. Quixm'l‘m"fl -
T REGORDED " FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO
i o - ' S ' \ APR &7 1933
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According to hiétory, the advence of the r&mgad. into the . . .

R

Vest h&d nothing to do with the criminsl cureers of the Jumes boys, During
the childhood of Jesse and Fraunk, thoy had little hone}dilcipllﬂc.*;;?h@i_;;.»

2, father died shon the children were quite young, and several years later>
"Mrs. Juxies remarried, becouing Nrs. Bamusls. . The ‘children sre descrived

even by their friends as ®a little wild,v ‘and ‘they were always the leade
<. 0f the boys in the peighborhood. They loved firearms, and early becams

. expert'shots, Whan the Civil War opened, Frank joined 'the Querrills Chieftain,t

. Quantrell, fighting for the South, Later, after the Union militismen had -

- -arrested his rother and-sister and placed then in §sil beckuse thay wére
" . @iving ascistance and . information to the Guerrille soldiers, Jesse -also
. - Joined Quantrell. The Jemes brothers even during the war were particularly
- . sevage end bloodthirsty, ‘They showed no mercy to Union symputhizers emd *

- often stooped to triokery, geining the confidence of farmers wnd then'
.+, Shooting them at the first epportunity, - When the war ended &nd the .’
">, Guerrills band surrendered, the Jemes boys refused to surrender and go ba
;-1 to an ordinary peaceful 1ife. .¥ith s fow friends end war-tizc cozrades

ck

- ;they continued to rob, plunder, murder and terrorize the coun

LRI b -

o v e Tt was noted that the plcture uever showed the Jures brothers
.. -kill snyone.  According to the picture, when the rzilroed was obened betwee
i 8t. Loule and Liberty, Kiesourd, the gang held up the train snd took all
«t i 0 the money of the passengers, but took no Jevelry and injured no eme, "
According to the historical facts, however, whea they held up thelr first
trein, 28 soldiers and 4 citisens wearing blue blouses, were iined up end
shot, One hundped Iove cavelrymen who happened to coze along Juet after

- the robbery werd messacred by the two hundred members 0f the guerrille bend

‘In the pleture Zes, the girl whom Josse

A -'1715 : ; . 10705,‘ “t 1@‘“ s
- % persuades him that if ke continues %o fight the railroeds, he will eveatu
;" chenge inaide until robbing end killing becone & part of his blood azd -
-~ ba will never stop. Ehs arranges through the United States Marshal for’
o .. Jesas to give himself up, end the President of the railrosd gives &
- .. -written promise that he vill not prosecute for more than the minimum the

~+ daw would allow, which would be 5o more than five years in prison, . With
.- :this written «greement, Jesse gives up and goes to prison. . "As goon 88 he’
.,.Ae behind dars, the reilroed President, who s portreyed {a the plcture s :
" & very disegresable person, bas the town put under murtisl lew, brings in -

_meny United Stetes soldiers and wn outeids Judgs, and prepures. to grosecute
%o the fullest and have Jesee henged, “The citizens of the town consider -

thia treachery ayd. mppesr to spenly eyepzthize with Jesse. :Fhen Frank::
hears ‘what has bappened, ho gomes into town and by & bit of strategy ...
- guccesdn in relsesing Jeese.' ‘Thus again’the audience 45 made:to Feel
. $bat Jecse played fair with. "the lawt but was betrayed; Wperess Josse:
James never gave himself up at any time. After & bank robbery ut Gellatin,
7.7 of which the James boys were accused, Jusse did write a letter offering - = ..’

AN

. U
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for

3

.
... Mermo

o eurrender, with his brother Frank, and submit to trisd if the Goveraor |
would guarantee them safety against the chantes of mob violence and lynch
1sw in Daviess County, After examining the pepsrs in tho cape, the .’ -
-Governor declared he did not believe the boye bad anything to do with the
‘robbery, and the sutter quieted down: Nenj people, bovever, continusd to
"belleve that Jerse had instigated the robbery.  And the Jemes gang
‘continued to rob one bunk after ‘enother and hold up triins,
people,” SRR e ¢ B A

ot 0 Afber the Jedes ‘gung had gone on their murderous way for
Bome ten years and all efforts to capture them had failed, Allun Pinkerton
wes saxployed by the Express Compeny to lumt them. Three detectives were
‘killed by the gang, and it was decdded to meke an atteck on the boys at.
‘bome.” After much careful planning ahd prepuration, ‘the attack wes made’
. but the boys had escaped thut afternoon. An eight year 0ld brother of
. Frank and Jesse was killed, Mrs. Bamuels lost an are, end the step-father
. was {Rjured. 'This wis of course a most regrettable incident, and one ”
- ®hich caused 4 -great Geal of sympathy for the James boys to be aroused,
‘but far from starting the boys on their areer of erise, as guchan - -
7, incident was used in the picturs, it happened long after ‘they -had become
the greutest outlaws of Americe and was & direct result of their 4

atl
-~ e

nteresting incidents occurred in the picture whi
“ seem to have no counterpert in history. On one occasion, Jense had come
, into town to see Zse. ¥hile talking with her in her home, the United
\Join . fitates Marshel chanced to come in, Zee introduced Jesse &5 Thomus Boward, ..
#% -7 and the Marshal, although he immediately recognized the outlauw, calmly "
" talked with them a few moments, mentioned that hs was looking for Jesse

ames and would not spere him ehould he meet him in the right place, ind
then left, ellowing Jesse to get safely out of town, thus sparing hin
because of the ghrl, o . - on oo efion LS

w0 On another ‘oceasion, before Jesso gives up to the ‘officers,
“he and Zee, together with sose mambers of the geng, €0 to & ‘smell country
.- church to be married. - Yhen they enter the church a service ic going om,:.
;- They interrupt the service and esk to be married, When Josse Jszes gives
.1, bis name, the preacher welcomes him as'a ‘bero, stating thet the railroads
. had ruined him, teken his faram which produced 900 bushels of corn, ‘his -
hone and barns, and forced him to go dack to preaching,’ Mewbers of.the’
congregetion said %Amen™ now and then, wnd al) present treated ‘the outlaws
48 hproes.:ii . - EIEe . | E :

A

"

- SR e
77 Onite often dn the pleture s subtle emphasis is placed’on t
.Zact that the maln resson for péople tryiag to capture Jesse and Frazk’
- -.48 %0 receive the large rewards offered by the railrosd. - When Frank 8
" Teleases Jesse from prison, they succeed in escaping from the poese E C A
- pursuing them by scattering money behind them. All members of the - T
pursuing party stop to pick up the money end allow the criminals to sscape.




R

The robbery of “the bank at !(orthfield, unneoou,‘ & the °
_ first undertaking of this kind in which the Jamee gung failed couplotsly
. ané which caused the capture or death of &1l the old members of the gang -
"sxcept Frank and Jesse Jumes. However, the plcture puts e Mffcmt
“light on; ‘the affair from thit givan by history. “In t‘he m 8 ™ 3
 of the' gang, on Yéerning that the Goveraor of. p Sta _
" give & full pardon, in add&ti.on to the rsnrda, o’aay nenber of f,he gang:
“who will kill Jeese, contacts & detective working on the case: “and wom
“;iihin of the coming réid on the’ aorthficlﬁ bunk. 'l'ht xlotectivo, vhq o R
“‘has & moustache, wears a d.lrby, cerries & ntth “setchel with him clnyl,
" and walks around with a very self-important and nysterious dr, Medtat Ly
- contacts the presidant ‘of . the bank in Northfield, and prevarations are .7
© made to trap tho gung.. The plens work well, and sl members of the geng:
- are killed or captured except ?ra.nk and Jes ae who' hava a. very ‘narrow escape
.. Jesse being seriously wounded. matorically, ‘however, there 18 no’ trnehory
: ‘on the part of any of the wembers of the gang 4o connection with the .15
" Rorthfield robbery, and Bo, sanesty offer bad been made by the Gavernor
“"at this time. The robbcrs, ‘on antering the town of Northfield, did 80" 27
~ with loud yells end muth firing of gunc and’ piatols, thinking to frightnu_. ‘
7% the people. . The citizens, however, were not #0 easily. frightenodr On the.
.. eontrary they reslized what was happening and while most of the -outlaws ;.
" were inside the bank, - the peoplc of the town began to get thoir guns and e,
~‘prepare t0 stoy the reid. The cutlsws were forced to iesve ths bank without
obteining sny money, :nd only Jesse and Frook managed to escepe end they
did so only with great difficulty. They oroceeded to Texas, where Frank
recupersted froam his mjury, &nd for severel more years they continued

e ~-tboir dcpred&umf ~~~~~~ SR T A

Y According to tha plcturo, Jesse Joinod hla wifc at Bt.' ,
uiaaouri,';ufter the ds.uatroul ‘Northfield raid, where she nursed him ‘back

" to health £fter & very serious ‘wound. Zea persunded him to give up his:: .
I’,careor of cr!une, and bes agreed to reform énd to take ber ‘aud their, m"'to
. “Californis where thoy would live & gormsl’ ur..“ Before they" could ‘sake:
-~ arrangements to leave, however, Bob Ford, a ‘member of the gang who seid
- be escaped from the Northfield authorities, ‘ané his brothcr Charlie came’
" to ses Jessle. -They said they had seen Frank, and they wanted Jesse to .
join them and Frank in'a raid on the Platte City. bank.:, Jesse. refused,’
"saying he was through with that kind of life. .He ‘told Bob &nd Charlie
.goodbye, told his wife. to pack end they ‘would leave that &fternoon for
-Californis, spd Jesse himself muma taking down & motte on the -
‘wall sayinz,! lod Bless Our . Home,* u ha ‘wes’ wung thit, Bob}?ordnpem&
gain and shot his'in ’ :

‘samé ‘manner,. ‘elthough ‘be had not ro!‘cmd at tho tuq . %hel
“Grittenden came into office as Governor of Missouri on “Jenoury 1, 18& «
" he determinsd to rid Missouri of 4rein robbers and outlaws, and -

perticularly of the James qang. n the Gtato could only of’for a reward :




of #300 for the epprehension of & Tiininal, Governor Crittenden planned
~ to have the railroad companies traversing Nissouri put up the money for &
-reward, ag they were the greatest sufferers. The railroads agreed to put
-¥p the reward money, and $5000 was ofCered for the capture-of the Jamés i+
_brothers, and an additional $5000 for ‘their conviction, The proclamation’
issued by the Governor 41d not say ¥dead or alive,® After the proclamstion,”
Bob end Charles Ford made an agreement with the Govermor that they would
:bring in Jesse Junes ,'alive if they could but dead if necessary, since;
74t would be their lives or his. It wes agreed that they would receive

pardon from thé Governor if thoy did this

T ow i . There seems to be some disagresment ‘as to whether Bob Ford,
- Who wes but twenty years old at the time he killed Jesse James, hed ever
‘. actually been a member of the gang or not,  Cherles had been with Jesese
¢, for about eix months, end both Bob and Chorles hed known him for soms -
. time, Jeosse was planning to rob the Platte City bank, and needing anothe
‘. ®an, Charles sent for Bob to Join them to assist ‘io the raid.- According
" to Bob Ford's own account of the matter, Jesse van suspicious of kim )
from the time he came to St.'Joéseph to join the gang, :Bob aand Charles
watched every opportunity to kill Jesse, but the latter al50 watched them

~ eurefully and rever took ‘off his pistols, On the oday. of the proposed

. Plutte City robbery, the newspapers varried the story of the surrender.

- of Dick Liddle, & member of tha’ gang.” Jegse becams tiore than ever
suepicious of Bob, and accorcing to Bob'e story, Jesse no doubt would
have shot him that night on the way to Plette City. However, for some

. s Yeudon, probubly to alley Bob Fordts fears, Jesse took off his pistols

- thut morning in Bob's presence and #ot up on a chair to dust off s’

' ~Beizing the opportunity, Bob ehot him in the back of sad

... Some time later, Frank James surrendered to

for murder, acquitted, and uvod_-l:quietl.yzl_’thbmtte‘x‘ TRy

Lt o, The finel scene dn the moving picture of Jesse Jaass shovs
-8 crowd gathered around his grave, where his old friend,”the wncle of.
“his wife, 15 unvelling &« esmmment.,. -The following are not the ex

“used 4in the picture, but are very close to 4ty " .-

-"Jegse was & crininaland an cutlaw,” Even those 3
around that fact, 'But we are ‘not ‘ashamed . of him;
eved Auerica is ashamed of Jesse James, I .d

Meybe 1t was bocanse hé wzs bold and lewless as ‘all of 18 would 1ike'to b

. sometimes,  Maybe it's becsuse foi ten Years he lickec the tar out of Live
Siates. Baybe it's because he wusalt altogether to blumo for whit the ¥imes
made of din,  Maybe £1's because he was 8o good at what .be 41d.7°1 don't know,

The monument which be unveiled had the following inscription: ' *Iu loving,.,
remembrance, Jesse Woodson Jases, ‘Disd April 3, 1882, ‘Aged 3, years, 6 ‘months
.28 days, ‘Murdered by a ‘traitor and & coward whose name 1g Bot worthy to -
appear here.®* B U I S . RS




lotet Inromtion concernlng the lives of the Janes Brothnrs was obt.ainod
chiefly from the book, ®"Illustreted Lives and Adventures of Frenk and Jesse
:uea,' written by J. 4. Dacus, Ph, D., tomrl: of. the Editorial_._autt of -
. the Bt, Louia Ropubuean and Ienber Y v Thism o3
book was published in 1881, b k ) A

" '%0 the book states that ‘the information eontained themm was obtalned -
chiefly from original sources, ‘the author having made many v;.sits toithe
‘home’ and naivhborhood of ﬁra. Sahuols . nother of Prunk ‘and. Jésae In“

A L Information concerning the kuli.ng of Jeue..‘hxu snd the
_surrounding it was obtained from the book,: *The Crittenden Memoirs,®”
compiled by Henry Huston,Crittenden, 1936, ° Much of ‘this material was
. taken from the Autobiography of Thomas T. Crittandcn, Governor of Missours
"at the time of the killing of Jesse Jomes and the surrender “of Frenk..

. Other books on ‘the life’ of Jasse James,’ 1tsteé in the catalogue of the




