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' ‘ the letter I hav;efrepared addressed 1
to Excelsior Springs, Missouri, concern- S
ing the claims of an individual now residing in that city, to fle.

the effect that he is the original Jesse James,

. Of course, Jesse James' fingerprints never were taken. bé’

It follows that any identification would have to be made upon the

basis of physical characteristics and rphot The photograph

: of the younger person transmitted by no doubt is a

I wood cut of the original Jes
i or cut, it is the opinion of

specialized somewhat in Portrait Parle, and the undersigned, that

the person now cleiming to be Jesse Jemes is an imposter. It is

realized, of course, that the wood cut may not have been a perfect At

likeness, It is realized further that the facial appearance of :

any individual changes with age, but we base our conclusion upon

the following. . .

There is a marked dis—similarity in the appearance of - ¥
the ears, particularly in the outer depression. In the case of .
the original Jesse James, this is very wide at the top, with the

result that the inner depression is narrow. In the case of the

person claiming to be James, both depressions are elongated. Other
dis-similerities are that the originel Jesse James seems to have -
an elevation over the eyes not noticeable in the photographs of . - mag
the later Jemes; that the nose of the individual claiming to be i
James is elongated and inclined to be humped, whereas the nose of
the original James seems to be somewhat short and upliftad on the
end giving a retrousse aspect; that the jaw of the original Jemes

9 is much squarer than that of the present claimant and that the
g bald spot on the head of the original Jesse James recedes to a
N

9¢;» point now covered by the hair of the present claimant. It is

N K . noticed also, that the claimants eyes are crossed.
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Director, L c2= . 1eze-s2,

I am attaching a photostatic copy of the fingerprints
and photograph of Jo ames, alias John J. Jemes, alias Jesse
d.‘rames, showing his recéipt at the Southern Illinois Penitentiary,
at Menard, Illinois, on June 9, 1926, to serve & term of one year
to life for the crime of manslaughter. It will be observed
that he gave his age as 83, and his birthplace as Missouri,

This memorandum is being sent you merely for completion
of the file, and possibly for future reference in connection with
this case, e . y -{}g;~

Respectfully,

{ 1
L. C. Schilder




4-750 (2-7-79) ﬁfﬁ.; “
K.y ~

A FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ‘ SRR
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

< Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion. )

[Z/ Deleted under exemption(s) (b) (3) Totte 28, dr)u,m(., 2/ Sfates) Qova&, 2 with no segregable
material available for release to you.ﬂfu tors S3Y and. (b))

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

~———— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

-———— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

1 For your information:

[Z/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

b - 9?&6/7/‘/@1,(1.

0 DUPLICATION FEE §

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
g DELETED PAGE®S) X
N

X _FORTHISPAGE X

FB1/00J




the exchange of eriminal) identifying data and information, to
sooperation with officially constituted law enforcement
otﬁoern a.nd agencies only

Pt

Any‘ roqueat frcn 2 law anrorcmnt orriou- for nngcr- :
; printa or. othor date !.n eonneetim dth'thh mttar nn '




R R A

Black Joe Ky

~ Pebd 23 1935
Depertment Of Justis, - S V@‘“
Washington D.T ) : o :
Gentlemen, -

I am writing youaéb get the pioture of Jessie Jamea, are
any of his men are gang,
I think that I have one of his men spoted he is areumd .

97 years of age and is in hiding here are near here

and any information $hat you might give me reguarding him
will ®e appreciated,

~

thank you very much for this ,/

Informaiionil am iours very truly

Black Joe Ky = bbb

bbby Tl - 2
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To: ___ Director -
—__Mr. Nathan. .. - T
___Mr. Tolson - . = - °
—___Mr. Clegg . .

: Miss Gandy '

T Chief, ‘Unit

~ ——_Chief Clerk - .
: ____Printing Section L
- ____Files :
L __Mr.
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!’ebrmry 23, 1935, advising ‘that you bave Momtion
reht.in to Jcasie James or’ eou of hu.-n. %

:{"
Bureau eontain no informstion or. phot,ovrapha of thia
udividual or any of his assoclstes, although it-is
" a matter of gensral knowledge that - -an _outlaw by &
name was killed many years ago. 1 an, ncoordingly.
unable to furnish you with any additional "fnformation”
which might assist you in further identifying the

subject of your communication.

. I suggest that in the event you have informe-

tion pertaining to the shereabouts of any criminals

Ayou communicate dirget with Mr. E. 3, Connelley,

- Special Agent im Chargey Federal Bureay of Iuveaugcc-
Department of Justice, 426 U, 8. Custom™

tion’ Ue Sc' ,
Houu md Post Office Bnﬂding, Clnclmt.l, ok

N/
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ﬁ*“ - ~ MEMORANDGM FOR MR. EDWARDS

On Japuary 28, 1936, the fingerprints of ome . .
Jesse Woodsor¥James. Were received in the Identification o Arem—
Division framithe Dallas, .Texas Police Department which "
contained the following notation:

"Wes brought to this bureau by local

business man, claimed to be ths original Jesse
James, Missouri outlaw; recorded for identi-
fication purposes and released."

According to the informatiom appearing on this
fingerprint card this individual is et present 88 years
o0ld,

|
|

Respe ctfully,

W%L. C. Schilder.

NOTE: The record of this individual, in duplicate, as contained

in the files of the Identification Division, is attached
hereto.
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Gentlemen,

Nt

Dallag Texzs,
. ‘April 2nd 1937

Secret Service Department.
Washington DC

We mv a man appearing 1n person around through tge country

Pictures Shows & Say.e he is the real old time Jessie

James

& offers $5.000, Reward to anyone that proves that he 15 not .

The out law Off old days,

T would like to know 11’ he is or not.

, Awaiting your ,Reply. '

rulye.
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" ghip will acknowledge recelpt of your 1 tor

S éatod pril 2, 1937, requesting inforaction concerning
;... a person named Jesele Jamele. ...t il fuariiat Alion

d e

Plezse be advised that the files of this

Buresu do not contain any inforaation relstive to
the "reel old time Jessie Jemes® and, therefore, I sm
you with the inform:tion requested, ™

s’s@/mn ]
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- Jesse James, the noted Clay Coun Missouri, bandit, -sup- :
posedly shot by Bob Ford on April 3, 1882, (for (810,000
reward), has id; i
rapidly establ;

America’s

Ing and is -

-

-~ Returns to tell the True
- Story of bis Baly Life' -
- of Banditry! . @

Hear 3esse Jaines t
B

Hear Jess
his own mother’s
ing tales oth

"REWARD!
- JESSE JAMES WiLL pAy |
35000 REWARD TOQ Cf
Man, woman or child Wh.o’g 1




oy 0L LIS OTIgInal
- Missouri Outlaw. He has been
. Positively indentified by. hun- |
dreds of early settlers every- !
where, and cordially 'invites .
all old-time residents to meet f
" him’ personally  and discuss
old times.. . 4

U HANK FARRIS,

.. Former Double for
" MAYNARD
~ IN PERSON'

.

and‘ 3 -

Lo ‘.;,v," : T _‘,' ) v,() M
Ann Alexander
. .. Cowgirl Sereen Star

: - in

The Most Sensational
Australian Whip-Cracking
and Fancy Roping Per-
formance Ever Seen on the
American Stage. "<+

COMEDY!  THRILLS

t , o — 2
THE OLD WEST BLENDS

AS THE MISSOURI ik | i

. MISSOURI BAD || e o = 0
MAN MATCHES YARNS |||, '5sSE IaMEs
WITH THE HOLLYWOQD [l|-- . " " Jorees Today.
| DAREDEVIL. T ; To See Him is to Believe Hi

10, “THE ST CITY™. and REWS
| Regul:|@ Screen Program! -
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August 10 1937

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington,D.C, -

Dear sirsje

Several days ago an aged man was 1n this locallity who :
sald that he was Jessie®James. He said that he had recently
reported to one of the U.S. law 1nforcement agencles

and had been given a full pardon.,

Now I have no personal interest in this case except that
this man says he is getting theatre booking thru this
territory, and I beleive that he is a full-fledged
liar as to his identity. Some friends have asked me to
write you and see if you could give us some information
ag to whether this man is on the level,

Yours truly : .
—},(o

arlington,Ky.

REco:DED é 2__ o? 4 5‘ 7/_ .57(

INDEXED
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m: un ncknowladga roceipt AotA
dat.ed Angust. 10, 1957, in which you raqne;t information
48 to whether an individual named Jeseie
toinyourlettern %on the lﬂol L

ms arcmd'

! : mdl: bo infomd mt t.ho mos ‘of t-b.i.l :
Bnreau oont.un no 1nfomauon‘rolat.1ve to ‘the original’
'Jessé - James and, acoordingly, I aa unable to furnish
you with the information requested.

Very truly yours,

- ., M
ENAL HUNEEY BF taveStiGanigy,
U § ebriptiing KT GF Jusvite
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:mmmmum-tmwn.xsm. :
mucst!.ng informetion e to whether Jesse James is presently
alive, It 45 also noted that a motion pleture theatre in
. your cormurity kas edvertised that "Tho Fentus Jesse Jmee
Bere In Person,® It has almays been my understanding that
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tnis h o ackno-lod;a rocoipt ot m
letter dated November 23, 1937, in which you stete
that & certain individual claims to be Jesee hmc, ‘
the outlaw., Xou roquut advioo as t.o ‘hethor or not

' Pleese be advised that the informatisn '-ueh
" you desire is not avallable hl tho mu or this
hn‘nn for mmwuoa.
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