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oot be necuuty ﬁor me to quoco tm tba Bn-htriean Acuviuu hportl or u
quote from Nr, Hoover's Masters of Bmle s
viththiauterul thm!n. SRS

m other ptnt o Meh 3 should 1ike ¢o oomcng ﬁr!ony 1s ths fact -
thntyeuloftuintholukn:oymuoétpoduononthomnotpm:h K
the Federal Covernment. You quoted ths old saying that Thomas Jefferson s some= | ,
‘tizmes given credit Yor originating ¢ "The least government possible, the better,":
You did not say you subscribed to this line of thinking but merely said it came u
ymund,mdtbcnmpneummlmothet-pnlmwtmthought .

' was no darger {n the drift of gevernmeatal powers to Washington. "You know hhtoty,
perhaps better than I and koow that when too much power has been concentrated {nto
the hands 6f too fev,that powver has been abusetf.md the freedoms we wnjoy and the . -

- importance and ‘dignity of the individual has suffered. I sm not taking the posis ;-
tion that our freedonms ‘are goos but that then is a 1ikelihood that ‘such could - - ~7
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as I bnow you are as patriotic as anyone. I am most happy that you sre able o~ “ :-
speak your beliefs without fear of retribution as long as they do not advocate
the overthrow of our govermnent by force or coercion. I sm most interssted fa
this condition prevailing forever in this great land of ours, and I sincerely .
trust thateuhofucmdomblttoperpemu:bclyomthatnhcvch-
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Memorandum /‘:

Evang e
Malone
Rosen e —emn

:FCTO - : Mr. DeLoa.ch ] ‘ DATE: 11-1-61 " Sullivan e

Tavel o

\ . : Trotter
Tele. R
Sy - Al
WT WS (&
SUBJECT: CHE'IQUNTLEY ’

TELEVISION COMMENTATOR .1 NFGRUATION CONTAIED w
TELEVISION SHOW IN CONNECTION -

WITH PRESENTATION OF CRISS AWABD: Z%— *ﬁb
TO DIRECTOR

Your memo to Mr, Mohr of 10-31-61 captioned "'Criss Award,
ﬁutual of Omaha, " reflected that in connection with the presentation of the
"Crss Award" to the Director, the award ceremonies would be carried on the
Chet Huntley Television Show which runs for a half hour ‘every Sunday afternoon.,
A brief resume of pertinent information in Bufiles is set forth below for the
Director's information,

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA: b
= L{:m_‘ﬂ&- — e

rE ‘According to the current on of "Who's Who in America"
Chester Robe untley, news commentator, was born 12-10-11 at Cardwell, (\{
Montana," ‘He sMed at Montana State College, Cornish 1 School of Arts at Sea:l:tle,
and Teceived his B.A. degree from the University of Washmgton in 1934, He had
two children by his first wife, Ingrid Rolin, whom he married 2-23-36. He marrie
Lewis Tipton Stringer on 3-7-59. (Lewis Tipton Stringer * - appeared on local
Washing ton television as a weather broadcaster.) Since 19 34 he has been a radio (\
news broadcaster for various radio and TV networks. He was with Columbia Q
Broadcasting System (CBS) from 1939 to 1951, American Broadcasting Company
(ABC) from 1951 to 1955 and he has been with the National Broadcasting Company
(NBC) in New York City since 1955. He has received several awards over the year;
for his commentary and he resides in New York City. "The International Celebrity
Register" states that he has been described as too liberal (once winning a $10, 000
libel suit for communist charges), not liberal enough and once, by the "Saturday
Review, ' as a moralist. He is well known for being an anchor man at the Democratic
and Republican Convention broadcasts. )

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

Bufiles reflect that Huntley was the subject of a Security investigation =
conducted by this Bureau in the Spring of 1951, . after the receipt of information
alleging he was engaged in propaganda broadcasting in support of the communist poslgx
in world affairs. The investigation failed to develop any information indicating

Communist Party membership or affiliation with any front grc‘agps o%} an repor
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Jones to DeLoach Memo ' . . .
RE: Chet Huntley - , o
it e . s ' ¥
 giSimberahip tn the Radio Commyitihdsne mon MO, writsra Mobuizatin in 104680
Was a citsd’group. The Investl: Jogk,deve%p Jas/a result of allegationSTECORE
by, Cm;ﬁ%?ri!i"gth%%tﬂwr%?}%dlmw ithi Fadfo broadcasts, his coniract
b ot Beéh Tenewsdjipon expiration in the Spring oI 1051 cepted &
Ws commentator WithABC, 'Soirces Indicated'diring;theflnvestigation that
§2i free thinker andMh outspoken person regarding politigal,beligihsy Other
infibated that Huntley may hage takena liberal interprgfationgliinternational eventhjz."
however,“he nevertheless opposes inequities of communism as projected by the*Boviet -
Union. _ ‘ . N “'x;
L We interviewed Huntiéy g
and during the interview, he adyised tl

FBL: dur d'expanded tooraptdly. .
resulted in a lowering in the stifhdards of FBI Ageft:

| { Aggats today, " but he was wnable to fupgish any sgecilic] a5 Tot. this impression.

... . Huntley, when he appeared on & Beverly Hills, oFnia, high schools
program in 1853 with Dr. Robert M.  Hutchins of the Ford ation,” escribed the™ ™
issue of communism as “'the grandest hobbyhorse for politicians ever invented.”™ He

'} did, however, advocate outlawing the Communist Party. :

We have received numerous inquiries in the past year from citizens as
to whether Huntley is a communist, These inquiries have stéemmed from a pamphlet
issued by Myron C. Fagan's Cinema Educational Guild, Inc., which distributes anti-
communist, anti-Negro and antiSemitic pamphlets. Huntley and a number of individwals
in the entertainment industry have been listed as allegedly associating with communism.
It is noted that we have also%icultie}gﬂ&@ Fagan. (100-378033) A

Huntley has been the victim in two extortion cases handled by the FBI,
one of which was concluded in March, 1961. The individual who sent Huntley a
threatening letter was identified by the FBI but prosecution was dismissed because of
the individual's mental instability, Huntley was deeply appreclative of the FBI's work
and stated that he greatly admired the FBL . :

In connection with a 3-22-59 NBC program entitled "“The Big Year' on
the subject of wire tapping and eavesdropping, Huntley correctly stated the FBI's
policy with regard to wire tapping and mentioned the remarks of Justice Roberts in
reporting on the Pearl Harbor investigation to the effect that the FBI had asked in
vain to tap telephones and intercept radio messages in “Honolulu, Huntley felt wire
tapping was a dirty business and if it wds necessary it should be controlled. He also
felt that the use of informants by police was a dirty {J;tsiinega. He felt other means of

logical sno should be forbidden. (62-12114-317 .
technological snooping ( ) S ((r)('?)(c)

We have received information that Huntley and Da rinkley, also &

TV commentatox)have recently taped an interview with
-9-




Jones to Deloach
RE: Chet Huntley

in the Rudolf Ivanovich Abel espionage case, which they plan to put on TV in the
Fall of 1961, '

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.
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Memorandum =

Evans

Malone

. . T P Rosen o
~To ' i Mr., DeLoach paTE: 12-11-61 Tavel -
e : Trotter =
7/ . TA,NED : Tele. Room
FROM  : w ALL INFORMATION CON i

. o less

SUBJECT: TELEVISION COVERAGE-QF "CRISS AWARD"
CEREMONIES ON "CHET HUNTLEY REPORT"
NBC NETWORK —= -

(H(v)@ ot

At 5:30 p.m. on 12-10-61, the "Chet Huntley Report" was carried on

WRC-TYV television station at Washmgton, D. C. This station is a member of the
National Broadcasting Company network. The program was entirely devoted to the

1961 Criss Award ceremonies, and it was monitored by Special Agent-
f the Crime Records Division.

fomas

t

: he Criss Award program was of thirty minutes duration. It was - ‘[
introduced bf Chet Huntley who gave a byief description of the Criss Award. 7/
Mrs. Mabel[Criss, wid Dr. C. C. [Criss, then appeared and stated she was L ,
proud that the award h given to fhe Director. Three of the award Judges ——
then appeared and spoke in praise of the Director. . ~ o
/. RN ‘! g

Mr. V. JJ8kutt, president of Mutual of Omaha, th/en-spo‘ke con'éerﬁiﬁ'g

previous recipients of the Criss Award and led "into an introduction of Dr. Mayo.

Dr. Mayo was on screen but a few moments, and he indicated that the
Director was the next speaker.

Heavy applause interrupted the Director at four different points in his speech.
The entire program, while quickly paced and authoritative in its presentation of
the D1rector s views, nevertheless had an air of great dignity as befitted the
occasmn.

.-

i

N

!

N

The remainder of the program was devoted to the Director's address . &
i

N

RECOMMENDATION:

Foi* information.

51 Fﬁ}

o 1 - Mr. DeLoach " % %«
: b
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“THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 1, 1962

Memorandum For: Mr, Courtney Bvans

From: Kenneth O'Donnell

Would you kindly conduct name checks on the follawing
individuals:

UNTLEY, Chester Robert

(‘ 1165 Fifth Avenue Born: December 10, 1911
New York, New York Cardwell, Montana
NPPMANN, Walter
" 3525 Woodley Road __Born: September-23,-1889
. Washington, D, C, New York, New Yoglc

‘?\‘opm E. Walton Maj. Gen.

¥ W 203 North Coalter Street ) Born 1: September 15,.1898
Staunton, Virginia W ~TTTSt S_tau_gggt},_,_j/_'}};ggn}g.
AYRE, Francis B., Jr /Re 7

p& V The Deanery’

Mt, St. Alban __Born: January 17, 1915
Washmgton. D.C. ) Washmgton, D C.. -
/ . o s R AT AT . - et N .
R IRTH, Conrad L.
N{\ 3808 Leland Street Born: December 1, 189_9 .
‘ Chevy Chase, Maryland Hartford Connectxcut o
s e T .

K4

e
' _,’.-\:\\‘() | M' 1?50-1 . %’”A
| Hﬁ”"” ‘0. F,/az 32_8’_033 /8

'%gm(z u,,
aak z& ﬁ/ tousR s wz | !
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEQ — _J]
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BY COURIER SERVICE
i o
b 8
Honorable P, Kenneth 0'Donnell - o 2
ec'izg}tulsiistant to the President CANED z ;o
e e House CON ~Z
Washington, D. €. ALL INFORM % ssxf/é/W ;; %
gREN BY o
My dear Mr, D'Donnells \amjbf)%ﬁ T I3

Reference is made to your letter dated March 1,
requesting name checks concerning Chester Robert

1962
Huntiey and four other individuals,

The FBI has not conducted an mvestiﬁtigxilfgfbl
en able

and onr files reveal no pertinént information
Major General E. Walton

with three of these individuals:
opie dthe *\%Reverend Francis 37+ Sayré S R
a

Conr

"::» ¥ith reference to Chester Robert Hunt1e¥
him in 1951

Bureau conducted an investiﬁation concern
on inforrction furnished from a confidential source

sed
.. of unkncwn reliability, who alleged that Mr. Huntley was
epgaged in broadcasting "clever propaganda in support of

e commimist position in world affairs.* The mvestigation
Huntley was a member of thes

d not reveal that Mr.
mmunist Party or associated actively with any comunist
ont group. -Several individuals interviewed advised, - ° g
at Mr. Hutley followed 1iberal interpretation fa .~ ¢ |

alyzing news for broadcasts and regularly discussed en
his news programs the United States' foreign policy. One.
of the indiv dunls advisedv that:Mri #Huntle been-a° ne‘ﬁxber

- HOA1yWobd  Wri$e bilization

BYi COURIER 8VC,

6 ~for Defense 8s of January 30 j 44 S Thi 8%
\ I

been designated pursuant to Executive "Ord s
U eb"-' o0 | ]
ok T\ 5 ) o s

o EERY PR e
Q e OTHAE (gt TR -
, ! /

’(100 378033) = /

Malone
?“ﬁ’;m_/-}wp :Wap 1 b ’7/&\« o

~~..4_

Jve
Trotter I
Tele. Room i;

MAIL POOMD TELETYPE UNIT r__]

Holmes
Gardy




" Bureau reveal Lip activeTin;
.Sociaust CluB ‘while attending that universit

Honorable P, Kenneth 0'Donnell

With regard to Walter Lippmaxiui:”

and was ‘al80 a close friend of John Req
or tﬁe*‘;omunist movement in the United State § Lo
well-known comaunist author who is buried in $he ‘Krealin
Our files furgher revéal that Mr. Lippmann m?a :megih
the American Council, Institute of Pacific Relations:
1937 and.1938: anddthat Mr, Lippmen's secretary.duri:
peériod 1939-1943, ‘Price, reportedly furn "hed !
fromMr. Lippmann'sifiles to a Soviet .88 iona%;gg,e W
dnrlng the early 1940's, ere_ls,(nok : !
p am‘x‘f ha knowledge that Mar

Fhe Anerican Comcii«"
was the subject of a. lengthy 1 1ry
Subcormittece on' Intemal Security duri

Following this ing the Subcomittee issued a re ng,{
pointing out.that vi{iln the organization there hadge S
Ai\ igmltlx gog of individuals who promoted the Communist:Pa

e, bu i€ ‘,

been’ loyal Ame

Sincerely yom,

Y. Edgar Hoover
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Tolson
Belmont
Mohr
Callahan
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DeLoach
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vl RN AL
ele. Room __‘1"‘ O_ 4 ? { Y
Dllm: J— }' AP R l&]u 1!??_;;1'%5 un\rr = 8/_:4"'\

B -

Your letter of April 4th has been received.,

-t

I8§
NO0Y 9INIgV3Y

Althougzh I would like to be of service, information
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accorg-
ance with regulations of the Cepartment of Justice. I regretI am =z % a
unable to help you and hope you will not infer that we do or do not - “;,,

(g ol -

b

have cata relating to the subject of your inquiry, T, 2
<
Sincerely yours, v %
F & 8. Edgar Hoover Z
_ AR
- _.:m John Edgar Hoover
a :-' Director I/
NO%:tefézﬁxéqggondent cannot be identified in Bufiles. Chet Huntley is a well-
knowr/commentator who was the subject of a security investigation in 1951, which

failed to developc any indication of communist party membership or affiliation
with a front organization. ‘

510 an APR121962) *: e 4 N
@) ' / oW
~ - 2 4P

— Gl AN
ey IR . iﬁx ot
_wesd ."‘ %/ \ 4 ,‘%}: v
o

t. -
\_ Lty
T IR I cey i(,\
N dh R -&f’f 4 AR 'l(& B

MAIL ROOM

ECIOFHIT &t |




LIRS AT

¢y

O AR

e

- \Y
L
;ktj\l\”"}

ST el RS e R TN
~43:cu‘~ms:nv:c:s, ‘
“mExico, migsouRr - .

April 4, 1962 L%TM;Z
: Mr. Lonrad
Mr. A
NV EvansS ———
Mr. I\f:.‘.?:?f
: .. § Mz Refeny
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover - J‘??ﬁ o
iS¢ A

Federal Bureau of Investigation s cotiﬂAlNED. 26 4 U} 4 ;."_’:ftlsr
Washington, D.C. ALL ‘“Wig Ui'i-cl.}\SSIrlED/, 5 "Q ,*r‘:le‘ Poom
HER%[%.} BY & j/// Miss Helmes—
Dear Mr. Hoover; DATEZLL=Z= £ Miss Gandy—
)

The rumor is being spread in this town -- and was started by a
purportedly reliable visitor fr m Texas who has undoubtedly circulated it

there =~ that newscaster Chet unfly of NBC network

1) is o former Communist party member who will not
repudiate his convictions in this regard;

2) though no longer o party member, he now subscribes
to the belief that Communist world domination is the
wave of the present and the future; so that he will .
not exert himself in any cause or editorial opinion
that conflicts with this state of affairs.

It is further stated that influential persons are selling their Texaco Oil
Company stock becuase of his TV representation of this company.

This type of rumor is particularly vicious and destructive when it
involves a public personality like Huntley. 1 find it very improbable on the
evidence of many years of listening to the Huntley-Brinkley program.

This is addressed both to you and to Mr. Huntley in the hope that
the facts in the case can be furnished in such g way as to convince the :
persons here who originated the spread of this story. There are no personal 5
feelings involved. These people accepted the idea reluctantly also, but in
good faith, and are willing to try to rectify the defamation they have been
spreading if it can be repudiated. If either you or Mr. Huntley agree that
it is worth doing, we would be pleased to hear any facts that may be

;....»ar n 7DD e —q .
this. © REC7). S ;91-8??3%
0:.\ il .. 1R :APR .9~ 1862
. /b'v
Al

m—

Withsincere regards, °

Mexico, Missouri
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~ - r. Conrad o~

CuetT HUNTLEY Mr,Wi
Mr.f¥vans _____

} Mr. Malone.
April 3, 1¢8 Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sulli /7
. A Mr. Tavel }
¥r. J. Edgar Hoover (3 Mr. Trotter
Tele. Room

Miss Holmes____

¥asi.ington » D.C. Miss Gandy

Federal Buresu of Investigation L/’

Dear )r. Foover:

T™his is a letter of senil-desperation.

A ramphlet circulated by the Cinema
Zducaticnal Zuild of Hollywood and authored by Myron
C. ¥azan 1s recelving wids distribution and dismaying

credence in parts of the country, particularly in
Texas. T™e pamphlet lists me as a Cormunist,

I have repeatedly :naquired about the
possibility of suing on a complaint of 1ibel and
slander, but counsel points out that it 1s difficult
and that it 1s made doublg so by the fact that 1
cannot prove genuine material or financlal demage.
However, Texaco, a spensor on one of Ly broadcasts
is beginniny to suffer in Texas and in the Shreveport
area.

-

i i1ILED IN7

I realize the limitations cn your
beirz abtle to comment on or other.iss involving
yourself in a situvation of this kind. Fowsver, it
occurred to me to write to you to let you know what 2
is going on and to inquire 1f, by chance, there is
some reccuvree which T have overlooked.,

M\UL‘U “

Believe me, any assistance you can
Il cive me in this matter will be most appreciated, .
( :

i

N . i
Chet Huntley -*
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" UNITED STATES GOVERY INT

Merhomndz?

TO ‘Mr. Deloach DATE: 4-12-62

Q 710N CONTAINER
ALL INFORMA \
supjecT:CHET HUNTLEY _ HMEREIN. 1S un%_ASSlFIED PAS
NBC TV COMMENTATomn’Z/é?ﬁ_—avm /

BACKGROUND:

P/ e |

o . N
i By letter dated 4-9-62, Mr. Chet Huntley, well-known TV commentator of N
| the National Broadcasting Company (NBC) Huntley-Brinkley Report, advised that a
. i pamphlet is being circulated by the Cinema Educational Guild of Hollywood which is
. Ibranding him as a communist. He states this pamphlet, authored by Myron C. Fagan,
. * is receiving ""wide distribution and dismaying credence'in parts of the country, particu-
. larly Texas, and that the Texaco Oil Company, one of his sponsors is beginning to -
- suffer in Texas and the Shreveport area. He states that he has repeatedly inquired \ .
'» concerning the possibility of a libel and slander suit against Fagan but that his counsel N
. has told him it would be difficult to prove such a complaint, particularly inasmuch as '&
Huntley could not show financial damage.

e

I VA

i

-

: - Mr. Huntley states that he realizes there are definite "limitations" oy the '~

| Director's befig able to involve himself in a situation of this nature but that he T
writing to determine if the Director knew what was going on and to inquire if there 1§ some
recourse open‘to him which he had overlooked. He states that'any assistance whi :
could be given him in this matter will be, of course, most appreciated. "

bt

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA:

LNt
LAXIRTY

. Mr, Huntley has been a NBC TV commentator since 1955. He is very
prominent in this field and has received several awards over the years for his commentary,
In addition to his well-known Huntley-Brinkley Report nightly, he has a weekly half-hour
news show and is well-known for news specials such as coverage of the Democratic and
d Republican conventions.

, b0 2
_ INFORMATION IN BUFILES: e ¥ o 377633
o, HUNTLEY 16 APR 27 1962

Bufiles f’eﬂ‘e,ct that Huntlep was the subject of a securtty investTZatfon by the

Bureau in spring of 1951, bdsed on allegations that he' was engaged in propaganda broad-
casting which supported the com‘mup}sts. Investigation failed to develop information that

Enclosure \ B :

ELR:mea AR / .

(6) r—'*" - (@ Ap, )80 XERQ& y 0’ s
s 9. loez ~
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Jones to i)eLoech Memorandum
RE: CHET HUNTLEY

-[he was a member of the LCommunist Part ,OF Was a affiliated with any front groum%er
§ than reported 1946 mem"fbership' i ‘Comi

Mobﬂizatwn. wasﬁaciv , organiz:

&

;evelop that'ss a r‘

- The invest &p : allep ‘o:.:nc;:ﬁ Tninghs mm
proach inr; bro' Icasting, the golumsia Broadcas tibgiSy mig )%h
hen 1t,,exp1r‘£g&in of 19 51, Huntley was described by so‘ﬁrc 8

- free thinker and a person who is very outspoken in his political speeches; however, it
: was reported he opposed the inequities of communism as broadcast by the Soviet Union.

We have received numerous inquiries in the past year from citizens as to :

_}|whether Huntley is a communist. These inquiries have stemmed from a pamphlet issued
by Myron C. Fagan's Cinema Educational Guild, Inc, wherein Huntley and a number of

other individuals in the entertainment field have been listed as associated with communism.

Huntley has been the victim of two extortion cases handled by the FBI. One of
these was conducted in March of 1961 with the identification of the individual who sent
Huntley the threatening letter but prosecution was dismissed because of the writer's mental

instability. Huntley was deeply appreciative of the Bureau's work on this occasion and
stated he greatly admired the FBI.

- MYRON C. FAGAN
@u ‘ .. -

Myron C. Fagan is %Iatlonal D1rect3f of the Cinema E; o %
Guild, Inc., a Hollywood, California,- anticoﬁfﬁlﬁist ‘anit-Semitic orga.nization of: “the™
extiéme right. - Fagan.is a minor playwright afid movie dirg€toTWho has'been inthei:
entertainment business since the 1920 h
been.concerned with the Guild's haté“¢an campa.lgn Fagan claitms 16 spea.k with authority
, concerning communist infiltration of the movie and TV industries. Since he established
‘the Guild in 1949, he has v101oﬁy castigated prominentﬁgllywood persona.hhes as pro<"’
communist in  a series of tracts entltledﬁ‘"Red Stars: "wThese tracts list some 200
actors, directors, writers and commentators: n

§ias ‘communi o"%—Travelers. " OItd
:is ‘noted that in the most.recent issues of Méﬁtract Chét] untley has been carried aswcn €45

¢ %of the pro-communist comnenkbrs. These scurr pubhcatio ‘are di%te
national basis by the Cinema Educational Giild, Incr:#We ha.ve had ‘many inquiries romq
cittzens as'to whether the tracts are a,uthoritative. &

AR

‘ : ofise;the Du'ector's zname in his ‘early writings. A .
Fious "Treason by’Mr X*,%;E'aﬁ pro%fd“by gégan in 1949 deals with
tﬁ%@é“é“mmunist activity {n'the ‘movie colony,” cont%ns ‘a photogra "of'Mr. Hoo¥e¥and a
portionﬂof his 1947 testimony before the House Committee onil: JitAmerican Activities.
Fi*g'a.n also produced a pamphlet in 1949 enhtled@Red Treason in Hollywood, ' which
contained Mr. ‘Hoover's photograph and a° statement attributed to him:“iStrong ‘objections
concerning the improper usage of the D1rector 8 photograph were made to Faga.n The
file does not reflect that Fagan hasa/g't;egn guilty of this 1mpropriety B o
-2 -
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Jones to DeLoach Memo.
Re: CHET HUNTLEY

RECOMMENDATION:

. As you will recall, Mr. Huntley carried the Dir%tbr 8 Criss Award'
presentation ceremdhies on one o%Ms weekly 1 .hour. television shows and it y
appears appropriate‘f‘“'a.s a matter of cooperation, to fﬁ%ﬁish him infbrmation reéar“d K

iR

ing Myron'C. Fagan.” Therefore, recommend that youJ(Mr DeLoach) advise him’

as follows: : C’/K-

- Fagan, National Director, é}xema Educationali%Guild Inc., Hollywood,
alifornia, established this anticommunist, anti-Semitic organization 3 in 1949.,‘**%__‘1
$Allegedly td“‘expose communism in Hollywood. Fagan is a minor movie director and‘if
%:claims to speak with authority regarding "Red" activities in the movie and television
indpstries. His Guild publications have attacked various personalitiésFin thi
indpstries as communist and have caused a great deal of controversy. ' Thére is no ,

findication, however, that the Guild has gained any'great following nationa.lly

Fagan has attempted to use the photograph a.nd name of the Director“
in his publications to make it appear the FBI has sanctioned his program of vilifi-
cation. _

(As of possible assistance there is attached a blind memorandum

| I relating to Fagan.) -
/11?2
d.)Q ’ ‘ M ! w‘)}) !
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UNITED, STATES GOVERN
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1o  :Mr. DeLoach

Sulllven "
Tavel
_Trotter _
_Tele, Room
Holmes
Gandy

DATE: 9-7-62 °
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

‘M. ’/ HEREIN JS NCLASSIFIE
FROM "K’ m DATEZH& KIRBE |
sugject: CHET HUNTI.EY ' | / ﬂ\ n

NBC TELEVISION COMMENTATOR
TENTATIVELY DESIGNATED TO RECEIVE
s A COPY OF "A STUDY OF COMMUNISM"

5/

Re attached copy of Director's new book, "A Study of Communism"
which has been tentatively designated for Chet Huntley, television commentator. The
following is a brief resume of pertinent information in Bufiles concerning Mr. Huntley.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA:

® The current edition of ""Who's Who in America" reflects that Chester Robert
Huntley was born 12-10-11 at Cardwell, Montana. He received a B. A. degree from the
University of Washington in 1934 and became a radio announcer that same year. He was
‘'with the Columbia Broadcasting System and American Broadcasting Company prior to
1955 when he was hired as a commentator by the National Broadcasting Company (NBC).
He is very prominent in the news field and has received several awards over the years-
for his commentary. In addition to his well-known Huntley-Brinkley Report which
appears nightly, he has a weekly half hour news program on Sundays and is well known
for news specials such as coverage of the Democratic and Republican conventions.

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

Huntley has been friendly to the Bureau in recent years. The cerémonies
connected with the presentation of the ""Criss Award" to the Director were carried by
Huntley on his half hour television show. The Director's address was treated with
great dignity on this program and a number of persons connected with the award appeared
on the show and spoke in praise of the Director.

Mr. Huntley has been the victim in two extortion investigations handled by
the FBI and one of these, conducted in March, 1961, resulted in the identification of the
writer of the threatening letter. Prosecution of this subject was dismissed because of
his mental instability. Huntley was deeply appreciative of the FBI's work on the occasion
' and stated that he greatly admired the FBL

116 Reg 100 S22 700 7.2~ 8 A

Bufiles reflect that Huntley was the subjec aﬁﬁBmFrmvestigation

in 1951 based on allegations that he was engaged in broadcas&tnggpx;ppagggda which

Enclosure Lelmete o ‘Q . Bl

1 - Mr. DeLoach
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach
RE: CHET HUNTLEY

supported the communists. This investigation failed to develop any information
indicating that Huntley was a member of the Communist Party or affiliated with any
front groups other than a reported 1946 members%)%%memmo Committee of

gt g B

Hollywood Writer's Mobilization. This was a cited b“igégfghj%oﬂ; Sources reported

during this inquiry that Huntley was a freethinker and‘Gutspoken in his political
beliefs; however, other sources indicated that he was opposed to the inequities of
communism as projected by the Soviet Union. .

We have received numerous inquiries in the past year from citizens
as to whether Huntley is a communist. These inquiries stemmed from a pamphlet
issued by Myron C. Fagan's Cinema Educational Guild Inc., a highly controversial
and largely discredited anticommunist, anti- Negro and anti-Semitic west coast &

. organization. We have had trouble with Myron C. Fagan in the past as heé'has -
attempted to use the Director's name and photograph in his scurrilous publicationg -

In connection with communist charges leveled against Huntley by

Myron Fagan, Mr. Huntley wrote the Director on 4-9-62 to advise that Fagan had been

viciously branding him as a communist in his publications. Huntley advised the

Director that he had not filed a libel suit against Fagan on advice of counsel in view

of the difficulty of proving such a complaint. He stated that he wished the Director to be

aware of what was going on and also inquired as to whether the Director might suggest
\some recourse open to him which he had overlooked. He expressed his genuine

appreciation for any consideration the Director might give this matter. In answer

to this inquiry, information concerning Fagan and his organization was furnished to

Huntley by you (Mr. DeLoach) on a personal basis on 4-19-62. Huntley was deeply
 appreciative for the Director having you call him,

RECOMMENDATION:

In view of the cordial relations we have had with Mr. Huntley and the
friendship he has indicated for the Director and the Bureau, it is recommended that
the Director furnish an autographed copy of "A Study Of Communism' to Mr. Huntley.

e,
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Memorandum S
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TO : Mr. DeLoach DATE: 2-27-63 Gale %

'I' ‘ , t’l Sullivan S

V‘)y Tavel

e - ~.. ": ) . Toleot e
- UNITED STATES GOVER LNT . 0 - .

: ) ? Trotter 1
e oL | E=
SUBJECT: ALL INFORMA':gN c‘g‘:jnw ' ‘_ |
HEREIN )55}! 55,5)(%6 |
BACKGROUND: o2 (7}@) |

int Michigan, for the Christian Mu
hire, “had received materla.lﬁrom his church disseminated by the Cmema ]
Y Educational Guﬂd Inc., in which Chet untleypf NBC was listed as a commurust
qnalcated he had made a phone call to the FBI in Flint,” Michigan, as he wanted N
ito get the true facts about Mr. Huntley. A statement attributed to# alleges S
Ithat he contacted an FBI Agent in Flint, Michigan, who stated that the information E
'regarding Chet Huntley had to be true or the Cinema Educational Guild, Inc,, could be _.
'sued for libel and/or slander. {150 enclosed with this material a three-5
page reprint of a letter which is apparently used by Chet Huntley when receiving 1nqu1r1§

about his alleged communist background according to the pamphlet put out by the Cmemai
Educational Guild and its founder, Myron C. Fagan of Hollywood, California.

Mr. DeLoach has responded separately .to—le‘gter to him,
INFORMATION IN BUFILES: ; >

ORIGIN

l subject of is;
| arrests 1nc1udmg a 15-year conv1ctf5ﬁ*for

-r acprd# and he had never been’oy__trof;t‘he Higan®elhe (
sequently advised conf1dent1all “about mn@l records”
M . . . .-
ofithe current FBI record f sattached. i |

1 We have recelved numerous 1nqu1r1es in the past year from c1t1zens as to
$  whether Huntley 1s a communist. These mqu1r1es stemmed from a pamphlet issued by
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Jones to DeLoach Memo

=y '
COON
Myron C. Fagan's Cinema Educational Guild, Inc,, a highly controversial and largely, -
k.xscredneg sjcommunist, anti-Negro, ant1-Sem1t1c west coast orgamzatmn. We ] ha%‘” a
uludﬁtrouue with Myron C,_ Fagan in the pastéas hgfémas attempted> Diusesthe I _',_#m: o

‘ﬂm Sy

- $UE

In connectzon Wwith communist. char " leveled t Hur » y b Myr

p ad not ﬁled‘& ﬁ%}bel suit against Faga

Proving Sch a complaint, He statan} at(haie“wxshe be aware of what was;
. ‘going on. a_n_gi*also inquired as to whether the’ 1rector m1ght suggest som" recggrse'open
} to hun hiiéh*‘he';-lhad overlookeqpci?*z He express %' s genume apprec1at10n ,gilyf :

cons1dera%n‘fﬁ¥%1rector m1ght give this matter. In answer ‘to this inquiry, mformatzon
, concerning Fagan and his organization was furmshed«te%Hunﬂey by you (Mr., DeLoach)
*on azpp??ﬁ’ﬁal basis on 4-19-62, Huntley was deeply apprec1at1ve for the Dlrector ha.vm'g“
you call’ him, ' -

g2

Huntley was also sent an autographed copy of the D1rector s book, "A Study
“ot Communism, " in September, 1962,

RECOMMENDATION: | | ((A@)(c)

That the attached airtel be sent to Detroit requesting that office to
immediately submit background data concerning the contact by
with a Special Agent of the Flint Resident Agency, and to also contac an
instruct him to desist from implying that the FBI has furnished any evaluation of the

statement put out by the Cinema Educational Guild, Inc., relating to Huntley.

J R i
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“E‘"“E\‘%L/%\y‘ B Feb 20, 1963
e 1= ebruary 20,

Mr. Cartha DeLoach

Assistant Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

HOLC Building

First Street and Indiana Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Deke:

I'm enclosing some correspondence I
thought you would be interested in reading.
I don't believe that the agent in Flint would
make such a statement, but I don't think these
things should go unchecked.

I'm also taking the liberty of
enclosing a copy of a statement we have been
putting out in connection with the Cinema
Fducational Guild; and if memory serves, I
believe Chet talked about this to the Director
a few years ago at the Mutual of Omaha affair
in Washington. .

With best personal regards, I
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NAPTIONAL BROADGASTING COMPANY. 1N,
VSERAIGE OF BADIO SORPCRATION OF AUERICH
R CA Building Radin City. NewYork 26.NY.

CIRCLE 5-8300

\ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIL JS UNCLASSIFIED |
4 | DATE’k 15]43 g DL GSKI LG

‘Meny thanks for your inguiry and the opportunity you have
given xz to point out the deliberate and cumning falsification vwhich is
" at work here,

I am nost familiar with the pamphliet put out by the Cinema
Educational Guild which has no members but is owned 100% by Myron C.
Fagen of Eollywood, California. I have spent a considersble sum of

money trying to find a way to stop this slander but there seems to be
no answer thus far.

The initisl reasction of most people upon reading this
parphlet is, "Why doesn't Huntley sue Fegen and the Cinema Educational
Guild?" At considerable cost I did find out that the Cinema
Educatiornal Guild and Fagan have absolutely nothing. Fagan keeps .
everyibing in sormeone else's name: his home, car, and personal effects.
The Cinems Educational Guild has no nmermbers, so there is no one to sue
there. Fis bank account cannot be attached because he keeps virtually
nothing in it.

The result is that Fagsn can be sued time and time egain at -
tremendous cost to the. plaintiff; but plaintiff's only satisfaction is
goinz to be a small notice in the local newspaper that he won the case.
Frankly, I do not heve that kind of bank account. Fagan could be sued
a thousend times and would lose the case a thousand times, but this is
a free country and he can not be prevented from printing any lie he
wishes to print. Most people have enough moral integrity to refrain
from such practices. : '

Furtherzmore, Fagan uses a law-suit to his own advantage.
Upon being sued he rushes before hf%vaudience and asks for donations to
ceferd himself. He comes out the winner. Consider how much profit he
reclizes out of thelse pemphlets. He' does not give them away, you will
notice. “

Sb0- 375022 -
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But not all are as materially careful as Fagan. One citizen
of Los Angeles, several years ago, by the name of Mrs. Ree Suchman,
obviously under the influence of the Fagan-type literature and
"professional anti-communism,” had the temerity to call me a communist.
I launched a suit and I refer you to the record of Los Angeles County
which will show that the case was settled out of court within a week,
that I won a judgement of ten thousand dollars, and compelled Mrs.
Suchman to take out advertisements in the Los Angeles newspapers

- apologizing and retracting her statements. I never made any effort to
collect the judgement, preferring to let it remain to be collected
without further litigation should she repeat her slander.

I am not ashamed of the intense hetred directed toward me by
these sunshine- nd-fair-weather patriots. Some of them seek profit
from & professional anti-comrurism, Others are simply misled. But in
any case, I em convinced they do & tremendous service in behalf of
corrunism which they purportedly oppose. They are communism's best
agents, Communism breeds on suspicion and mistrust. Cormunism, in

rder to capture this mation, must first wesken and destroy our
institutions, including that of due process. We have systems of due
process which make the activities of individuals and groups such as
Myron Fagan and the Cinems Educational Guild superfluous. I have invited
the enmity of these people and groups beceuse, I think, they do us a
grave disservice. I particulsrly invited the batred of Fagan when in
1949 I exposed him on the CBS radio network. He launched a slander and
libel suif and then dropped it when he learned that I had proof of what

I had said, The records of Los Angeles County will also reveal thdt.

As you can iragine, I have taken scores of loyalty oaths to
the erd thet if I had ever had any communist or subversive connections
or leanings whatsoever, I could be indicted for perjury at once. I
enjoy the very highest security status from the various branches of the
Departrent of Defense, the Atomic Energy Commission, and other depart-
pents of government. Every month or so I do some work of highly
classified and secretive nature for our govermment and each time I have
to be investigated and cleared over again.

I have given considersble financial support to an effective
anti-communist orgenization called NTS with headquarters in Frenkfurt,
West Germany. I have had my life threatened by communists and on ome
occasion in Singapore my colleague, Gene Symonds of United Press was
beaten to death by them and I managed to escape. So I frequently feel
like telling these arm-cheir patriots to put their money and their lives
where their talk is. Perhaprs one of these days I cen menage to get
some data on some of these people circulating this pamphlet and lasunch
2 suit against them to demonstrate that the pamphlet is in very serious
error. It contains the names of seye who, I am sure, either were or

,
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xyself and others‘

subversive or was later revealed to be subversive.

Sincerely,

Chet Huntley

are communists; but it is a delibereste kind of blackmail in respect to

For your informaztion, I have no qualms ig telling you vhat I
have sworn to under oath repeatedly: that I am not and never have been
a rermber of the Communist Party or any other subversive organization.
More than that I have never been a member of any organization which, to
my knowledge, has been under the faintest suspicion.
that.......I Was never even asked to join any organization which was

And even more than

I think there is one simple guestion whick I cen address to
you and which will reveel the lack of genuineness, sincerity, and truth
in these charges brought by this despicedble individual.
Fagan is a loyal, patriotic, responsible American why does he not bring
his charges or his evidence to the FBI and to my employer, N3C? If
there were any substance to his assertions, whatsoever, I assure you I
would be dismissed from the air immedietely; and the government of the
United States would re-clsssify me to the end that I would be denied
further access to top-secret and confidential information and plans.
That Fagan refuses to do this in the face of repeated challenges,
reveals, I think, that he is running an operation which is, in effect,
bordering on blackmeil. I have every confidence that when intelligent
secple stop to analyze what is going on here their indignation end
revulsion will ultimately take care of Fagen and those like him.

It is this:
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——esntroversial and larﬁely discredited anhcommt.jug, _an;gggyo and antx-
Semitic w %coa organization. The Bureau : FFduble. with ‘
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Tor your information, the Cinema Educational Guild, Inc., is a highly




elso. c%nicated with
16;1 y!i%rarain‘g him 23S oen
1at-he hadmot’ Feiled 2 libel suit azaly

3% ediff .,ty ‘of provlnrr such a complair{t.% ’ 4e' havﬁéﬁen]oye" . -
mtt%r; ’Huntley and he is% firm supporter‘of the FBL*" A
vtow ot e & ()@)@

In view of the st«teme'lts attributed to _ regardln'r the statement
a.lcmdly made by a Special Agent of the Flmt, Michigan, Resident Agency, on_

ruary €, 1883, you sheuld enceavor to obtzin all facts surrounding
co.u...u with the I“:uI and advise the Bureau, If the facts do not preclude such a
course of action, _ should also ke contacted and forcefully informed that
ths FBI coes not make evaluations or comments conceraing any individeal,
cr-caization or publicaticn, Conseguently, he should be instructed to deeist from
zr.:'lzzng any further comments of the type aitributed to him b

mantioned 2bove. The results of your incuiry and contact with should
rcach the Bureau no later than 3-8-63 captioned as above,

Saclogure
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"FLINT, MICHIGAN mﬁ‘“ &

N
BACKGROUND: .- U/'X_’XC) \(

My memorandum to you of 2-27-63, captioned as above, set forth back-
ground information regarding a statement attributed to in which he alleged
he contacted an FBI Agent in Flint, Michigan, who st that the information disseminatx
by the Cinema Educational Guild, Inc., regarding ChetHuntley had to be true or the {l
Cinema Educational Guild could be sued for libel and/or slander. ? allegedly cone
tzcted the Resident Agency at Flint, Michigan, on 2-6-63 about Chet Huntley in an effoxlg'\
1o pin down the allegation made about him by the Cinema Educational Guild. 2N
b2 iiE T nsurance salesman and apparently was interested in Huntley's background as Hunkgy
was sponsored on TV programs by certain insurance companies. TheDetroit Office was\\|
raguested to submit background information concerning the contact by ith the

band instruct him to desis;\g

SUBJECT:

Flint, Michigan, Resident Agency and to also contact
from implying that the FBI had furnished any evaluation of the statement put out by the .
Cinema Educational Guild, Inc.

resuLts or coxract wit (. (DAY B

EY DETROIT OFFICE:

' 9=0~-0 received literature from the Cinema Edug
ca:iongl Guild, Inc., in which Huntley was named as a communist, . @ sells in&
surance for several companie§iandssi o 5T ECELompahies wasito sponsor a TV

cided to determine whether or not#Huntlep
was a present or former communist. The consensus of astor and otHer menhat
_ of his church was that the allegation regarding Huntley must be true or Huntley would have
sued Cinema Educational Guild, Inc., for libel and/ar slander.

@ (1.cn tclephonically contacted the Flint FBI Resident Agency and
was informed to the effect the FBI is strictly an investigative Agency and makes no
evaluations or recommendations concerning the character or integrity of any organization,
individual or publication. Also, the FBI's inability to furnish any statement on Huntley or
the Cinema Educational Guild should not be interpreted as implying that}the FBI doevgcgr(c_

does not have information in its files regarding the subject of the inquiry; i :
" en contaCled a representative of the Gerity B02dsmsting 91 >

gan, to ¢ )ternf‘xx:g;éhow to get in'iANgh W,
.deny the allegation, g
is convgrsationiw;
that an¥EBI:Agcm oLt ,
“e— 1 = Mr, DeLoachf Sen, 1! VA
} ""\"““‘}‘“\'.-’?"C*‘ T T NorHITORDED
AT et 102 MAR 181965

program narrated by Chet Huntfey,

&)

| - Mr. Galiaha
G Rl G




" RE;

M. A J mes to DeLoach G

_assured the Detr01t Agents that in the future, he will be most
circumspect in his statements and will refrain from even mentoning that he contacted
the FBI regarding the Cinema Educational Guild, Inc. ‘

CINEMA EDUCATIONAL GUILD, INC., ALLEGATION

RE CHET HINTLEY

RECOMMENDATION: , ‘ |

For information. /

W/ .
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A July 20, 196k

, CONTAWED. ¢
ALL IHFORMATION
HERERL 1S uNGLASE_‘FE‘EQ?[ﬁSK}PJBé
J. BEdgar Hoover, Director Dmiﬂ/ﬂﬁia‘
Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Déar Mr. Hoover:

I shall not take a great deal of your time with this
letter, but there is a matter of some importance to ms per-
sonally that I should 1like some help with if it is possible.
Recently, I was talking politics in a group while the Repub-
lican National Convention was in progress. During the course
of the conversation, egme derogatory remarks were made against
the news team of Chet Huntley and David Brinkly, culminating
in the accusatiod‘fﬁgquga;igf these newscasters were "card-
carrying Communists,! and that their nanmes were on some sort
of "list" of those required to "register'".(evidently as agents

of a foreign power).

If At is possible, I should like to know if these two
men are, in the opinion of the Bureau, Communists or knowing
agents of a Communist-controlled organization.

This matter may seem insignificant, but it is important
that I know the truth. I am seeking to do my little part to
discourage the practice of making such accusations without
proof of their validity. I shill be content with your reply

h

and your opinion alone. (Or t

»

* Respectfully yours,

-

COPYFILED IN 74/ - S 34/ 97 -

!

UNRECORDED

t expressed by your subordinates.)

Thank you so much for your help. { ,
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Your letter of July 20th ha.s been rec d. 4s =
In response to your lnqulry regardlngChet g
Huntley and David Brinkley, the FBI does not have anyn S A
information concerning these individuals which would
warrant our investigation.
Sincerely yours, - R
_ _ FrGzAr Hoowe A
- . . - : - S
MAILED 3 1. / ) - g o L
JUL £ ¢ 194 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED —E w
COMM-FE) HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED =
sl DR Rers g 2
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Tolsen N
Belmonl TAFNEES
Mohs ___\LQ é
Casper Lhd
Callchan
Conrad
DeL.oach

- Evans
Gale
Rosen

. Sulliven

Tele. Room
Holmes

. _Gandy

. ) - i SR
T 56AUGj4'I 19647555

. Huntley is a well-known televisiontor .
commentator who was the subject of a security investigation in 1951 -
which failed to develop: any indication of Communist Party member-

@ 4 ghip or affiliation with a front orgamzatmn. (100 378033) - R
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Tolson
Belmont
Mohr
Del.oach

[ Caspet ——

April 1, 1088

WD AL

o 4TION CONTAINER eI
o Sl
“E‘;EiﬂéLB‘ T
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Yourijetter of April 16th has been rocetved and
want to thank you for'your very complimentary remarks. Your
staunch support means a great deal to all of us tn the FBL

- Although I would like to be of service, lntormatlon
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is
available for official use only. Therefore I cannot answer the = "
questions you asked. Iam sure you will understand the necessary -
reason for this pollcy. \

I am enclosing some material I hope you will find -
of interest. e i

T

LY
Sincérely yours,

J. Bdgar Hoover ..
Enclosures (5)
"Time for Decision"
" Qur Heritage of Greatness"
Let's Fight Communism Sanely
Faith in God ’
Communism-~The Incredible Swindle : R S SRR
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buﬁles. é x

' Huntley is a well-known television commentator who was the

S _subject of a security investigation in 1951 which failed to develop any indica-

L Feh tion of Communist Party membership or affiliation with a front organization.

*  Rosen el d .).i '3 \:l‘ o s T
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Dear Mr Hoover:

I have a card from a place in Calif saying Chet Huntley is
a Communist -~ I find this a bitter pill as I've enjoyed them - but realize -
if this is true, he certamly can give out a lot of valuable information to
them, Of coursel w you'couldn't tell me, g stranger but shouldn't he
be checked out? My how America needs god! Also it has been
rumored M. Luther King also is their leader in these parades. And that
the woman killed on the high way was also a communist, I feel we must
be infested like a termited house. Is Pres. Johnson in with Mr King?
I have the highest regard for you and your stand for right and know the
Toad must be heavy. But know you are triisting a mighty dod, But Iam
“concerned about the ‘st with 'C; "Huntly and wondered if it could be verified
as true or false? Iam an older, retired, not wealthy'W1dow but concerned.

Tha.nky ou

/ % ©)e) )

| | —en CINTAINED
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- . Ot cin o wo. 37 ‘ ) , Tolson
~ UNITED STATES GOy RNMENT 0 e —
Mohr
Bishop
/ 14 2 momn um . 3 —
. v : , // cfodl :
TO . Mr. Blshop / paTE: 11-21-69 Y V4 Lol —Z.—-O-/ £
~ e N CONTAINED Sy Q/,é“‘.:
FROM : M. E’?fé’ne ﬁﬁgﬁo&h‘mg&ssunso el 866 \ ?ZE:‘RM__
- DAT s w L Gy
sugect: NAME CHECKS ON NEWS COMMENTATORS | /yh\/

In D. J. Brennan, Jr. , to Mr. W. C. Sullivan memorandum dated 0
11-19-69, it was noted that on the morning of 11-19-69, Mr. Egil Krogh, Jr., :
Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Affairs, and Larry Higbee of his

staff advised the Liaison Agent that the President had requested on an urgent basis :
all biographic data and any information in the Bureau files concerning the principal
television personalities on the three-major neiwarks. Krogh and Higbee requested .
spec1f1ca11y mformatmn on the followmg names as well as other telev1sxon

A survey was immediately made of all reference sources in the news
media field available to this Section to ascertain additionali commentators of similar -
(b) m rank. | As a result of this survey of reference material and knowledgeable individuals :
in the Crime Records D1v1s1on, the following were cons1dered pertment and were '
also included in the li -AgFS g

‘\ \

"? -Q\ {’!‘t
The central files of the FBI reflect no information 1dent|i1ab1e with
and no arrest record was

located identifiable with him.

————

RZCCMMENDATION: . [OO ~21033 7~ 0{ 5/
R That the attached letter to Mr. Egll Krogh, Jr., [goncerning

-“'—b" sent. ‘/ / / : o'r_g ;:mamgb
4 Enclosures - “f—eid / P . Ia'DERE g .
: i els \V' % e k
1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure a‘s:\,,‘ ‘ 1-Mr. .Blshop.-_Enclosure

- 1 - Mr. Sullivan - =nclosure “ 1 - M. A. Jones - Enclosure
- My, Gzie - Enciosure . _
MAS/ kst (7)

" ORIGINAL FILED IN Zpap —
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ey O Stimm o [
Captioned individual, ‘who ls commonly knownas - {
Chet Huntley, was born on December 10, 1911, at Cardwell, ~ ..~
Montana. He studied at Montana State College, the Oornlsh
School of Arts at Seattle, and received his B. A. degree from I,) o
the University of Washington in 1934. His first wife was \ ’
Ingrid Rolin, whom he married on February 28, 1936. He
married Lewis Tipton Stringer on March 7, 1959. Since 1934
he has been a news broadcaster for various radio and TV networks.
He was with CBS from 1939 to 1851, ABC from 1951 to 1955 and
he has been with NBC in New York City since 1855. He has
received several awards over the years for his commentary
and he resides in New York City. "The International Celebrity
Register" states that he has been described as too liberal (once
winning a2 $10, 000 libel suit for communist charges), not liberal
enough and once, by the "Saturday Review, ™ as a moralist. He
is well known for being an anchor man at the Democratic and
Republican Convention broadcasts. ~

Mr. Buntley was the subject of a security investi-
gation conducted by the FBI in 1951 based on an allegation that he
was engaged in propaganda broadcasting in support of the communist
position in world affairs. This investigation developed no information
indicating communistl’ y membership or affiliation vithA communbt

¢ Tolson e
Sz DeLodch ————

Walters e
3 Mohr
Bishop e————o

‘his political Mets Other sources indicated th ;
have takeny berg,lgint arpretatign of inter _,~;he opposed
the inequities f communism as Projected ﬁxe”éoviet “‘Union, -

F Pet ———— NOTE: Per request of Egil Kroghl, Jr. , Deputy Assxstant tg the Presment
vy gole —— for Do tic Affair
FF pw——  for Domestic Allalrs. /) 3 4 3 3703 3 /
o Tevel —— SL:gms/hlh (7)

. Tele. Room
Holmes ————

Gandy — ——— w mAIL RooM[—J TeLETYPE uNIT( ]
t
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Chester Robert Huntley

In 1853, Mr. Huntley appearedﬁ ;mgh school

_program In which he described the {ssue of communism as "the

grandest hobbyhorse for politiclans ever Invented." He did, how-
ever, advocate outlawing the Communist Party. The FBI has recelved
numerous {nquiries from cltizens as to whether Mr. Huntley i8 a -
communist. These Inquiries gtemmed from a pamphlet igsued by the
Cinema Bducational Guild, Inc. » an organization headed by Myron C.
Fagan, which distributes . anticommuntst, anti-Negro, and antt-
Semttic pamphlets. In some of this literature, Mr. Huntley was
named as a communiat. Mr. Huntley has indicated he did not sue

for libel on the advice of hig attorneys because Fagan and his
organization had no funds and becauge Fagan used such suits as
excuses for soliciting funds for hig organization.

It is reported that Mr, Huntley is registered as an
Independent.

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of
the FBI contain no arrest data tdentifiable with Cheater Robert

Huntley based upon background {nformation submitted in connection
with this name check request.
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® 2033 -0 sovmer o, 0
Qg,(f IOO . 37 4 033 — ,J November {0, 1569
f BY LIAISON
Eonorable Igil Krogh, Jr.

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Comaestic Affairs
The Voaite House 0
\.'.»..,u.r-won D. C. 9,
o , ﬁﬁnromsmau GONTE’;‘”E“ % c
Dear ¥r. Krogh: HEREI s UNCLAS \*i—léé—
DATEZ.

Reference is made to your name check request concerning
£0ie news commentators.

Attached are separate memoranda concerning the following

indviduals:

Chester Robert Huntley

This letter of transmittal may be declassified when it
is removed from the enclosure bearing a classification. .

!

Sincerely yours,

o
1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) - Enclosures
1 - Mr. Gale (sent direct) - Enclosures

—— " Erclosures (21)
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Records Branrh : P

[:] Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524
Forward to File Review

::J Attention

Return to

Type of References Re
|Reqular Request (Analytical Search)
[:— All References (Subverswe & Nonsubversive)
] Subversive Referencep 7
Nonsubversive References Oni?
Main _cl_____._ References Only
S e, .
Type of Search Requested:
Restricted to Loc:iity of
:] Excct Name Cniy (On the Nose)
r_7] Buildup u_____—l Varia

il

cubject \wmedir AKX /
Birthdate & Place ¢ )
Address
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ALL INFORMAT!

DATE

1o T AT

BOZEMAN Mont. July 21
[AP)—Chet ‘Huntley of the
Huntley-Brinkley Bews tele-
cast says Life magazine incor-

ci!y quoted him as saying it :§
rightens ame”. that mchard“'

. Nixon is president.: .

In a letter to the Bozeman -

Lhronicle, Huntley “declared
Monday that he actually said
he “worried about ‘all presk
dents of the United States—
whether they will stay
healthy, whether. they .can

istand the strain, their power,

the decisions they make, and._

our tendency to make mon-
archs out of them.”.

In New York, a Life spokes-”"
man said, “After reading the

account of what he said, Mr.

:Huntley may have regretted

l , Huntley wants to see

TioM €O
NCU\SS\B‘ED (6K (48

Ny
HERE\jﬂ iﬁé

saying it. But there is no ques-
tion about the accuracy of
what was reported. Mr. (Thom-
as) Thompson’s (the Life re-
po r) notes are available if

thel .
Hj ntley, 58, retires from

———

NTAINED

- ———

(\-‘/,

67 JUL2M970

"Hun ley F inds Li
H as 1 ts Drawbacks

“lowned another quote in the

accurate ‘quote was the one ) - 02
:{about the Eastern Establish- '00" . 27?0 ) 3 -

Mr. Tolson
Mr. ull

r. Tavel
Mr. Walters
Mr. Soyars
i Tele. Room
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy._

T ~To

the telecast after the l-‘rlday.
night show and will devote:‘
full time to developing a Mon-
tana recreational complex
‘The newscastér also dis.|’ ‘

Life interview: “The shallow-
ness of the man—President
Nixon—overwhelms me.”

In disclaiming that quote,|:

"|Huntley said he had ventured| W )
:{the judgment that the 1968 * -~
‘| campaign, as waged by all can-
;| didates, was shallow and that

the President’s rationale for l ’#‘

Cambodia was thin, ~"*""
“But_that was transformed
into the statement that I think
Mr. Nixon was shallow,” Hunt-
ley said. -2
Huntley also denied havin T
said he had “poured Scotch :
for President Johnson. ..
“Well, so it goes,” conclude
Huntley. “The only reasonably

In that passage t the newscas- ';

“|ter "was  quoted as saying 109
"|“Spiro Agnew ‘is appealing to| 10 JUL 28 1970

the most base of elements”
and that the networks had “al- e

most creafed" Agnew through{ ’
intensive news /& coverage, 4, \/

s L

THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON, D. C. P
JULY 22, 1970
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Grafton,West Virginia 2635k {

- " N .
My name is I am a séenior at Grafton High School.

Dear Sir:

I think you can give me sOm¢ info?Ation I need., A teacher of mine

—and I had an argument about the news reporter, Chet Huntly.

I told her that I heard he was a confirmed communist. She seemed to
get very mad and did not believe me. She told me to get information to

prove my statement. I would be very grateful if you would send me this

information. ‘ ' ’ /i
. A~

. (19)(( ) Yours truly

| -
10N CONTAY
et WL

/ y\m\ﬂ‘l/lgs BY ‘
Y .

Mc‘[ﬁ’@/w/ 37‘;0 23 - g\é

L | 2 MAY 111970
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED &/ 5/

HEREIN 1 UhCLASﬂrED

DAT 7/ asz/% -

i

In response to the inquiry in your letter which
I received on May 4th, information in our files must be main-
tained as conndentlél pursuant to regulations of the Department
of Justice. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance.

)

s Tolson
“1 DeLoach
! Walters ———
Mohr
Bishop ee————
Casper
Collahan e
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan .
Tavel
Soyors

Tele. Room
Holmes .

— (ondv

e

Sincerely yours,
MAILED 8 3. Edgar Hoovet
Wil 71970 v - ’ -
COMM-FBI ) ' S - .

NOTE: Bufileg ﬂw no record identifiable with correspondent or
“Huntley is a well-known television commentator who was

the subject of a security investigation in 1951 which failed to develop

any indication of a Communist Party membership or affiliation with

a front organization except for a reported membership in a Radio

Committee of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization in 1946. This

orgamzatxpn was cxted pursuant’t to Exec‘lyzz)rder 10450, -
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Eede:ml Bureau of Investigation ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED.

shington HERElN IS UNCLASSIFIED 286
e » Dol DATEZL5183 ,_,__._-H

Gentlemens:

It has been stated that Chet Humtley, the NBC news narrator,is knm to have
attended a leftist convention,at which Viet Gong flags were prominently dis-played
and revolutionary methods were advocated,  /

Db you possess any record of the above in your ﬁ.lu K4
Please advise via the stamped, self-addressed envelope herewith enclosed.

Yours for exposing the trut.hp—-end the fictiom JRECST//W__' v.3;7;/03 3 —3?

(%
\\\ AN\ \\\ \\\\ \\\\\\ !
- A ’ . 10 AUG "4Y' 1970
o e
B0 Bk 5730 | T N
e e FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

VASEINGION, DoCe.
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Port Arthur, Texas 77640

v

Dw“'-@)ﬁ

e In reply to your commnniaﬁon of Ju.ly 27&1, mfor. " b

mation in our files must be maintalned as conﬂdential pnrmnt A
to regulations of the Department of Jusﬂce. 1 regret I am unable :.~
to be of help in this instance.

s‘“melv%mrs, L

J. Edgar Hoover - ‘ '_ i
Jobn Edgar Hoover ., ..

N el TdYr - * R I TR T ST ar T
NOTE: Bufﬂz/reﬂect one prior outgoing dated 3/10/69 to correspondent .

\\ V )
\J untfey 1% :6if the Special Correspondents List and 18 a well-known tele- "
\ v1smn comiiéfitator who was the subject of a security investigation in -

Toeon — {ship, ox, @ﬁpn with a front organization except for'a reported member- -
boenon Shili in' 0 Gommittee of the  Hollywood Writers Mobilization in 1946.

mennen co.—  'This organization was cited pursuant to Executive Ordar 10450. The
Z

Casper enclosure was a self-addressed; stamped envelope utilized in reply.
e IT20) .

Conrad
FMG ]ls @) ¢ /r% é !g/ - NOTE CONTINUED PAGE TWO,

I

Gale
Rosen
Tavel
Walters

Soyats
Tele. Room J’L .:'- v

AUB ?‘. ROOM[J TELETYPE urm‘:]

Felt
,..‘.. \_\§

qu/w/ YIes 73

in re ly to his letter offering suggestions in regard to bank robberies. * ~.

1951 which failed to develop any indication of a2 Communist Party member- =
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NOTE CONTINUED' Ouf: t’nes disclose

CEpy

Education
,. during

that Chet Huntley was a speaker at a meeting of "' The Fund !61‘
- in World Orderat the New York Hilton Hotel during March 1969

buiy




