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For record rposes, Seymou else
who was convicted in theX.ouisiana Scandal a Jew

years ago, was paroled on April 1. The request

Sor parole of Dr. Smitk, formerly President of

the Louisiana State University, was denied. ‘
v -

Respectfully,

V’?"YL.‘___
* L. B. Nichols
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- NINETEEN FORTY TWO, WITH REGARD 70 caPM!Mm Am} CAPTAIN YELDEJ!}.; t
FORMER r!PA GRADUATES, ‘THIS IS TO wasx 'rrm ms*razc't An‘onwz? By Eg | “’
KEPM xx”xx KEMP, JRey REPORTED .TO NEWSPAPERS FROM AMITE THIS AFTERNOON ,
H GRAND JURY HAD RETURNED INDICTMENTS AGAINST
CENERAL srsv?’l-.roan, SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE, AND HIS
ASSISTANT, MAJOR L, K/ NEWSOM. m: mmcmzms CHARGED VIOLATION
OF PRIMARY ELECTION LAWS OF NINETEEN FORTY, IN THAT ALFORD AHD "JENSOW
ORDERED STATE TROOPERS STATIONED AT OR NEAR POLLING BOOTHS IN chzmr
ELECTION IN THE PARISH HELD LAST MONTH FO R rxz DISTRICT- JUDGESHIP

VACANCY, CREATED BY DEATH OF FORMER JUD('E.‘__..AS_ B@Kg KNOWS, MAJOR

¥
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flrr. ﬁrkﬂ"" Lo Benad
“of8 Oraendeus, Folft § ﬂ'mi
Nodfeon Abenue
o n !ort*: ord yger!
: ,,Im daar !arr_fut :
i ‘Muve recetved your 1 tg J{ Sk
‘,:_;941 and o, preciate your sourtesy ia ' ;lg:pc_
‘e qnpy of he letted WAIOD pou sddriated $5 she i
_Pregident under date of June 2, 1041, In uanntta

“ with the Applieatten Sor Ezecuifve ﬂc!muy {l
by Radars Newman, T oa plecased $¢ Move the cnmi
8L your sdaervations goncerning ¥ry Foman,

' carcful review of the files of Phe Burecu #nduﬁu :
that e date the application of Nr. Newman has net
deen received. Iou may de ssaured, Aowsver, thot
$hts ccae will recetve tuacdtatc fnuvestigative
attentien upon fts receipt and $Aot the favestis
getion will de expedited In order $hat & «uph“
reperd may be returned #o tie Parden Attorney 49
tAe sarltaest possidle date, I w11l tnstruot #he
Agant te wheuw the vase 12 unlgtml 0 mmwf yn
dur:ng tM ocuru u' Ma lwu gcﬂa- o .

‘I have recefved the dundle o pcn whtet

_ yos sent me concerning #he "other Mvcn p @

{\. lith ktnd pcnaua.l rcgar“‘
Siu«nlr, .

. Blavin . A

. Foxworth

cledd ﬁiMUNfCA“ONS SEC“ON N
MATLey |/ 17 ¥ '
Mr. Carson ! :,4" }U["\! ey 1 (‘4?’ /
2 ~ ;
Mr. brayton . b _— * i i

Mr. Tracy

Mr. Quinn Tamm P M
_— FEDFga; BLREAL o5 y .
Mr. Hendon ._____4_‘_7_0[;’.‘{””&-& I “ .
[ — —#

Miss Gandy Fiﬁ ‘:‘ﬂm’;& '-w' . ?




S, A rthcr rqfhrgne :
*ﬂﬁ;'éﬂht R/ JBGJ ;Olfnl g #Re& ap, “ﬁil%ﬂ'!?ﬁ‘
T tfue € cncaay Ji d by Robers Vewmen; l~l
oo, that this ?aec wt;l not be referreg

= fmevestigations %}p«rtaaat st B na¥iéb
refers %0 the *urceu or isufcetgaitau Qttc

of oivtl rightes I an taforaed #had
the applicattoa for executive clenency fgzuica 30 the .
actual sentence fmposed and not t8 the Featorattion of’

ctuil ri-hta, Im such cases the lepartasnt thraunl

VIWEPA T B _TAvey AT WKW WVwww

the Pardon Attorney requests coanc&ia end observotions

on the part of the goveramental egency which favestie
" gated the sudatantive coee upen mAfed the gpplicans ..

was oonviateds. Since the Neimon casd wol inucattgctcl

by the Poa® 0ffice Lepariment, the 7erden Atitornsy ia

taxtng the matter up with the € ond the care .

will not de resferred to thfs Suraiu’* Iavgat!gsttou.
I taauaai yan nould bc tntcrcatcd fn RAowe

i
Ay

tug ehcrreculec of ny Saquiry ¢a to tho status qr tbic

case In the Depariment,
¥ith Rind pcrcondl rcgardn,

Mr. Tolsen

. :Ilt- s - “’8” Boover
e {commum'cmows'é"ééhou R *f
wwon 1 MAILED "

N 1) 14
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GREENBAUM, WOLFF & ERNST

285 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK

LAWRENCE S. GREENBAUM
EDWARD S5 GREENBAUM
HERBERT A. WOLFF
MORRIS L ERNST

JONAS J. SHAPIRO
WALLACE D JENNINGS
SAMUEL J SCHUR
AEEKANDER LINDEY

TELERPHONE CALEDONIA S-I582

June 4, 1941,

Hon, John Edgar Boover
Federal Bureau of Invesiigation
Depertment of Justice
Washington, D.C.

Robert NWewnun

M, 'l’olem,_z_

Mr. R A
Mhtlm'“,_“:j
Mr. Puxvorsh
Mr. Gloviy

Indd,
Mr. Nichelr.__.
Mr. Rosen

Mr. Careon ..
Mr. Droyton R
Mr. Quico Tarwss ...
Mr. Hendom.......

i '.[‘rnay__,,/,_z:

Mise Gundy.. .. .

n_
T
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Re: application for Executive Clemency =

o p——

Ky deur Edgar:
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great improprie
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T am enclosing herewith copy of a letter I hsve written to the

Precsident. I als> sent tim a personal letter.

I ar writing to you because I understund thzt in the normal
courze, the FBI invecstigutes suck upplications. s you will nete from my
corIESpondence with the President, I huve never before in my prefession-

oo e

1A~ A+
too long - asked the President for clemency for

al cureer - which is &ll
any client and only once before have I asked clemency for a person who

was not a client, I trust that you know me well enough to realize that
this record or the part of an ordinarily busy lawyer carried some signi-

ficance.

Yy speciic request is that when your mer have finished thoir
investigution thut they feel free to get in touch with me for any addition-

al ipformation that they may desire. I knmox

4 matter of Executive Clemency

vwart An
yu.l. ~ AL

it with deep sincerity.

a case of this nature,

- Let
AR other adventure, )
‘4.}'." - r
’ Yoire i Y
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but I

what a tough job it is to re-

urge

¢ ¥mow if you got tke bundle of pupers I sent you on the




GREENBAUM WOLFF' 5 ERNST
LAWRENCE & GREENBAUM 283 HA&‘ESON AVENUQ
EDWARD & GREENBALUM NEw YORK

HERBERT A WOLFF
MORRIS L ERNST
JOMAS J. SHARPIRO TELEPHONE CALEDONIA S-SR
WALLACE B. JENNINGS

SAMUEL J SCHUR

ALEXANDER LINDEY

The President N
The White House,
Washinpton, D O.

Sir:

o

I am writing this lptter in gupport of the application of Robert T,
{zaewmgn_ror Executive clemency, At the butget may T &by that iF Gver twenty-
five years prectice at the Bar, I have naver - except on one previous occa- - -
sion - seen fit, in spite of many solicitationa, to address myself to the
President of the United States or the #ttorney Generel on behalf of clemency -
for any convicted nerson. If, in order to avpraise the velue of my letter,
vou c=re to exsmine the rrevious ocecasion for ¢ similcr recuest, T mention the

Ly
f=et thet you will find it in the filc of Ch-ries Berns.

T had never met Nevmsn until lust weev, altnor~h T ¢:lked to him on
the telephone on numerous occasions previously. My wife, who tocether with
her fsmily lived for msny ye:rs in New Orleans, was acqurinted with Newman and'
his femily - althoush she is in no way a blood ralation.

I was invited to represent Newmsn and Harris in'prbceedinrs in the

Tnited St~tes Suprem= Court through Mr. Igaac S. Heller, sn outstending lawyer. .
H} at the New Orlesns Bar whom I have kncwn for memy yeers. He is sn outstanding

¢ lavver of his district, who has had the courege to represent the Civil Liber-

¥ ties Union in meny metters, was outspoken in his resistance to the Long regime,
1 £nd hes zlways been one of the leaders_in the movement. for Nepro education in

: the South. At Mr, Eeller's suggestion, elthouth he did not represent zny of

' the defendents in the Instant case, our office considered for sorme time the
scceptence of = rataeiner in the Surreme Court proceedings. Before deciding to
eccert the responsibilities of thet tesk, I conférred with various peoule,

ecme of them comnected with the sdministretion i J.D:H.‘.L.l., ena others femilinr with
the entire series of brillient leswl bsttles which have contributed to the
morying ur of tac outriceors political sityption in New Orlesns snd Louisiena,
Early in the situstion T had & visceral feeling that the verdict of the jury
end certainly the sentence of the judee d1d not revresent Pull justice to New-
man end Hevrise, I wes in no vosgiti in the Surre:c Covrt rroceadircs to oues-
ticn tre Mundomento 1 foete unc el ot the yvordict., In the 13~ of the oninin

!
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of the Circuit Gourt of AppeeYe, it wns my impression, end it still is my
lmpression, thet through the unevoidsble fmpect of = nroceeding in the
nature of = conspiraeyr, there was = resulting sense of guilt thrmgh nmasc-
ciation, I realize that in exercising !‘xecutive elanency, there must be an
implied, 1r not an actuai_admissiog of the ]

&%, were 'eyé%&%ctivo !‘n ‘yé"ﬁtics

father was one gff,‘zhe ieaders ﬁn
PPt

" two of fhe oth’er dgfandants. Withodt: Qwrm 0 o
2 other aerenaants, 14 may not be smiss to notw th }'S;Shnafh‘
‘l;he front renks or pontiaani

[y

| .lv'_%%h?"ﬁ@"* *ﬂw 3#9@1 “5_"-‘,‘% ﬁm*‘

)  ? wha 1\ “hnﬂ ﬂhnﬂbgv aP§

s wnpliomasd -F cu.-\:u. Ll

; wna uuprﬁm
_ court. procesdings, that Nevm:an, slone, without previons appointlﬁeut and Witk n
. - out invitation, interviewed various jurora." Letters from six jurorg are = + ri ..
belng submitied with Newman'e applicztion. T sssume thet your first resction
will be the same &5 mine or thet of envone else who is femilizr with letters
from jurors. It is true that jfurors, and even judres ang prosecutors, after
having done their duty, very often out of simple human generosity will beer
certein reprets and when faced with the personajl object of the punitive judg-"
ment will sndeavor to aoftem the impact of the blow. I cannot tog stmngly
: 1udiuutu that thess letiers are not suck lettergs. There is no need for me tD
explain the distinguishing features. # cers -reading of &ﬁ;o letters s, .
- againet the decision of ﬁpe Circdit Copirt of 214 must place upon them 4 "*
“ 7. very vital ‘significance im relation to Executive clamency, “apd will indicate
: 2 clear dividing 11ne between Newman and Har:-is and. the other defen‘a‘antn

T have personally checked, tmugh innumerable sources, tha 11:0
pattern of Robert Newman. 7Tt goes without saying that he is & man of culture
end previous wealth end hsad a position of high standing in the communi ty,

.o This is nefuraily true and may cerry no particular value in the direction of
RS clemency, bscause hed he not held such status he ¢6uld not have become the
- leading underwriter of governmemt bonde in the,.commnity. lly inquiries, how-
ever, go into a different ‘sector of life. Rather than give value %o the

aﬁnvaA Y heve hean for more !mnhagaaﬂ with tha #nn+' ?;-arcna har Twvsmadom



before taking the retainer and artemrds. that he was the type ofﬁ
wiio did not drive = snlde argain y,gg T8 oF man Mqag’%ﬁﬂj‘m

%%‘::ié'rl "' ;~A Ao AL

1e at
g %

_ From my exam:lnatim ot ‘Iﬂté‘*‘roao and ther” gources I
- hibve $Hodnd” perﬁuadsd that” Newhefi” taaﬂﬁiﬂ' f'iufht‘ifﬂy, °%fmt he .did _hot
; avade 1ssups; that te volunteered 1aformation to the pmsaeuting arm of .
thﬁ Go;remment, ﬂlioh infomla’tion maf might O‘ﬁ;eﬂiae have fn“‘nﬂ . A pss

¢ nx B Ak GLLLI~

‘euly %3 obtain, In my opinion he dsalt 1n connsction with the 1itigation
yis-a-vi vernment and ail others in a frank aad forthright fashion’
1 indicia of guilt #hat’ ariss froém ‘lueonsistemcy of stories® . S
+ "'wooncaalﬁmt of ‘even ‘minor details of: -proot. ‘Mowever, not having been 1
:-: this cags at the t‘irué Jaf the trial itself, T would be less than frank §{f I 7
g - 4id not {ndicate my observations should carry little welght compared to the

‘ statements made in your ordinary eourse or procedure by the Federal prose-
cutor 1n eharge of the trlial, ». &

ol F s

As indicated above, on only one other occasion have T addressed ?
myself to you in support of e preyer for Executive clemency. Needless to .
say, I heve been called upon by clients, friends and others % "send similar
letters in behalf of other dpplicants, I point this out Werely in the hope

...... RS RN UUPT

that this reluctance on my part may perchance give added weight ___1;0 the pl
wl;ich hereby make ror Executire clemeney on- behalr or Roh‘ﬁ 34

Do

e Sl % Y 8hould be more ﬁhan glad to mpply ﬁvimﬂh&r data or 1‘“"‘"""
Jrieiie matidm_ am!lnﬂn to me 'ahiah yc'\if- Exceliency may considsr pertinemt to the

application. '~ | e
Having been of counsel for the applicant 1:1 the Suprema Court g

prroceedings, I think it proper to sdd that I am un”aptiag o compensation

in respect to agsisting him in preparing the petition ror Executin : ot

2 A “a '.‘“.-:', . .
¥ B RS P a KNt - vooLw

Very respectfully yours -, Ge

DR

‘ " y MORhIo L. mitss
ML¥ /
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER } -2 o ’ : ‘) ‘o ’Jﬁm e |
DIREETOR .+ o o e - S ;T f’ig,-J;ﬁ;, .

| g . .’ T . Chory v il dl

!ehvral Bmt&(u ofinuvestigatian = 7w Serenrs. S

¥nited States Bepartment of Justire / ::' ::':;""W"j_"
Washington, 8. €, A R s i

S R ettt

Tebruary 16, 1941 o M. nmm —

ERECC RO RS T Y ——

L i e ‘ . M T g oemmmam.

AR: TEB - L *', ~* ,k K g M .:,W B :gr”’ ;;: ‘ Mlea M!
': MEUORANDUN FOR_THE DIRECTOR ,Q;‘_ I;;* :fﬁuf*

- ¥ith rqferencé t legal status qf the mail
veme frawd case. agalnel NoruinPHarria,  kahavé ascertained the ==«
Jollowing. T T o o

) Harris, together with RobertJ.Xéi’ewman, who were
1~/ _pariners in & brokerage firm in New Orleans, and H. W. ‘

A ‘ En mmoennnk Payrmar momhaw nf dha Tamwas DPanmd snd Danrnis
i / FafuColGln, JOUImEr mOMUET wirle LCTVES DOUVBI @ issis gc(.;y u.

6ler, accountant, were co-defendants together with Abraham
Shushen on mail fraud charges in New Orlean s.

They were indicted August 21, 1939. A jury return-
ed a verdict of guiliy against them om December 22, 1939,
They were sentenced on January 2, 1940 to 30 ?onths in prisen
and each assessed a fine of $2,000.00.

On January 18, 1941 the Circuit Court of Appeals,
Fifth Circuit, which had the case referred to it by the lower
court, affirmed the conviction of the lower court, On February
. 7, 1941 Harris filed a petition for a re~-hearing. ZThe (Circuit
~, (,'ourt of Appeales has no g_cted on this petrl;;on or re-heg

P R T AT A MIn~ YY) -J-BA

) - Uub lb weldl fUUU-UJ.EI GCCor u.buy bU .nllo DUSTHUGL W,y WUECTE Wik G

. etition, I% this 18 done a tion for certiorari will be
Q- mw 8 will probably take until

_ sometime in May in view of the fact that the governmeni will
X also be allowed to file an answer. Therefore, the case will
N probably not reach the Supreme Court docket until sometime in
-  Jiune, This will probably result in the case not Being acted

upon until the October term of court.

- According to Rosenwald, Harris and the other
_J}ej‘endants will use every means poss;ble to appeal this case,
Q.rﬂy Eespectfully,
\l}j 5 Ad. E:‘OSEN1 L ; ’-3 gc*? - e )
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER o
DIRECTOR . g

Federal Bureait of Investigation it
o S M Prowardh,

Tnited States Pepuctment of Justice T Pk Mathan
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Washingten, B. € o o e
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February 17, 1941 _ R ¥t Fendor ...
‘ . . ML: Rozen ..,
X ‘ﬂl T g ., *.m-
Mige Gnhfiv ;l.w

v Rvemay, :
- . [ i “"'"'"‘"""’4 b - rsm't.gi a

MEMORANDUYM FOR THE DIRECTOR

Forvin Harris was indicted at New Orleans,
Louisiana on August 21, 1939 on a charge of mail fraud.'
This was in connection with the general investigation
conducted in Louisiana by the Criminal Division. The
Bureau of course conducted no investigation of the case.

+ha hAamAas 1 Dnaaﬂ!nﬂTJ
bf‘c "u"u’ UJ m" . Vo Crew el Lo

oo V- - ¢

Jlbﬁ mubbcl l'l, rreochn U.Ly i”r

in the criminal division of the Department.

Rggpectfujly,

E. A. Tomm
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WUnited States Bepartment of Jugtice

New Orleans, La,

Feb. 27, 1 4l
Directer,
Federal Buream eof Investigation, _
Washington, D. C. o -

Re: ABRAHAM L. SHUSHAN; et al;
MAIL FRAUD.

Mone B .
uUsal’ vLl:

The following will confirm the telsphone conversation had
Zwith Inspector AL ROSEN on February 1€, 1941, at which time he requested

L that this office obtain from the docket. of the Mail Fraud cass the asen-

7 tencep of ABRAHAM L. SHUSHAN, ROBERT J.ONEVMAN, NORVIN ARRIS, JR.,

H. W. WAGUESPACK and HENRY JSMILLER.
Please be advised that Special Agent N. 6. SCOTT of this of-

DL o mlin ol - a p_ P s Al PP Py B ) Y Q Nt bt ad
LleS UIBDEUH bl.lc H.PPIVPI'LGUU UWWUORAG UL -l.ll lal-l’ $IiiC8& O1 Lns Uo 2 UIBVWALGL

Court at New Orleans, and ascertained that on December 22, 1939, the five
defendants mentioned above were found guilty of mail fraud as charged in
the indictment returned against them, and were found not gullty on count
four of said indictment. A true bill was returned against the five defen-
dants on October 17, 1939. On December 27, 1939, the five defendants
filed motion for a new trial. On January 2, 1940, an order was entered
over-ruling the motion for new trial, and on Janwary 2, 1940, the five de-
fendants were sentenced on coun'c ona of the indictmsnt to serve thirty

¥ N S

months in & Federal Penitentiary and pay a fine of QJ.,UUU, and on count
eight of the indictment to serve a sentence of thirty months in a PFederal
Penitentiary, which was to run concurrently with the sentence on count one,
and % pay an additional file of §1,000. This mekes a total of thirty
months in a Federal Penitentiary, plus a $2,000 fine.

On January 2, 1940, the defendante filed notices of appeal
and on January 18, 1941, the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Fifth Cir-
cuit confirmed the conviction of the five defendants. On February 6,
1941, HENRY J. MILLER filed a petition for a re-hearing of the appeal and
on February 7, 1941, NORVIN TRENT HARRIS, JR., filed a petition for a re-
hearing; and on February 8, 1941, H. W. WAGUESPACK, ROBERT J. NEWMAN and
ABRAHAM L. SHUSHAN filed petitions for a re-hearing. No ruling has been

made with respect to the petitions filed as indicated herein.

After obtaining this infgr%tion it was t.elephonically

-

conveyed to Inspector ROSEN, VEDED, J !

[D - j ‘_.’ ~ ’
/ Vel" tru.,l.y YO?$ e s --:..,“._,__"“ -—f
& A. C. Rutzen, TRIE ST .;9 \‘\
ACR:¥WH # Special Agent in Charge. i\“h
&
T T et e, !
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v Seeret Service Diviefon’
~ 2 Treasury Deporiment
Yaahingtom, P. C.
Dear Nr. Wileom: R - o
Rt o There are trangaisted Aerewith coptes
? - of a communication dated Decender 3, 1940 received -
by this Bureau from Honorable Allem J. Bl ender,
Unfted States Senate, Washington, D. Cs, together.
vith coptes of the enclosurs mentfoned $herein,

It appecrs that shis communtcation does
not relaote to any matter coming within the fnuesti-
gative jurtsdiction of this Burecu dut oy de of
some intereat to you. e e _

Senator Bllender Ras deen advised of
this reference. = : _ .

“  Stncercly yours,
- John Edgar Roover =
‘ " Directer 2
Mr. Tolsan - . :
Rr. Clexs ,.._.._., L . o M
®r. B A, Tamm o -i -
Mr. Foxworts 5 g ""j - g =
N e ek Som oL
o EneldsiWHINGONOSEGE N encl.ret.in Bi.pfile)
weGuan MOA L E DF '
o T % De-18v80 4 | .
Mi. Rosen T f‘; i?:;’l ! /7 1
P [FEd
M. Yemcy LEDERA Bi.i"-.:,l‘é"‘ PR T YT STRTTYITY i {\
M SO s b B e

et s e =



Mr.
Mr.

Miss Gandy -

« Savin
. Nichois

» Hepdon

RECORDED'
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“; Faghinghon, B,

| Ny deor Jena ortfr?am4 L-
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LRP:AR  %/§

Decender 36, 1940 = = = _

Onited States Benate

SR

nowled

f‘doitréifé aox

; ¢ recet
doted Decender 3, 19

3
your lettar » ‘iogct‘cr Sl

- with dhe leidter doted Novemder 595';940.'r5¢.‘9‘§.;jf]j;“,i L

by you from Nvr, Jack Gordon of the New Crleans -
Cigarette Service Gorporadfon, ... fw@g% e
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o The sudjecd matter of ¥, Jordon's .- Bk
communication concerning the use of slugs tn cige=
rette vending machines does not conetitute a viow -
lation of any Federal Statute within this Bureaw’s __ . .
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Bovever, tt te Delieved the Informatien
may be of tnterest to the Secret Service Divisten
o/ the Trecaury Department whioh Ras fnvestfgatfve ~
Jurtadiction over counterfesting violattons and .
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HATTIE W. CARAWAY, AR,

CARL A, HATCH, M. M ERREST W. GIRGOMN. 2., ¥T.

THEODONE G. BILBO, MISA.

€. AL AWTON, CLERK

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director e
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice .

Washingtan, D. C. o

Dear Mr. Hoover: o

I am enclosing a selfAexplanatory letter which
I have received from M¥r. JackACordon, owner of theé\)\ew
Orleans Cigarette Service Corporation. '

7ill you kindly give careful consideration to
the matter cutlincd in Mr. Gordont's letter and let me have
the benefit of your advice in replying to him?

With kind regsrds and thanking you for your
prompt attention teo this case, I am

Sincerely yours,
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mrq ore tronanfsted Mrenﬂh ctp
of i couuutcatton dated Decemder 3, 1040, ﬂﬂﬂvu
by this Burean from Honoradble F. Fdward Hebers, ‘.. -
House of Representatives, Waadington, D. Cep. uith '
ecptn of tM tnclunrc nnﬂés ﬂurou, P

It cppcart that thta canauntcattan does a
not relate to any matter coming within the tnvesti-
gative Jurisdiction of this Bureau bdut may be of
some tntcrast 0 poun.

cougrcuun chcrt m bua adotud of

Jokn Edgar Roover
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Lo e The sud ject natter of Mr, Gordoa's
" gommunfcation concerning the use of alugs ta ofga~
rette vending machfnes does not® constitute g vive
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F. EDWARD HEBERT it

ST DisT. LOMANA ~  ~=
WEMBER-LECT

Congress of the Tnited States
Bouse of Representatives |
@ashington, B. €.

December 3, 1940,

Mr. J. Edgar Hooier, Director,

\T“u{ Federel Bureau of Investigation,
tT Depertment of Justice,
3. Weshington, D. C.
A
- Dear Lkr. Hcover:

I do not xnow whether cr not the use of slugs instead
4_ of United Stetes coins in legal vending machines comes under

v your jurisdicticn, but I am referring a comnleint from a con-
stituent of mine in this connection tc you, ené ssk thet you
direet it into the proper channal.

I ar enclesing a cory of Lis letter, which I received
today, end thank you for eny courtesy extended in connection with

it. The letter is self-exvlanstory.

With kindest regerds, 1 am

Sincerely yours,
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¥ Unlt.ed States nept.. or Juatice N~
Washington, D. C. - L 4hﬁi~ - -l

J. Edgar Hoover-Chlef Of Inveatigatlon"t%

: &Jm 2.3 "’:“"

It is my belief that there should‘be

an Invéstigation in to the Affairs of The 01ty
Of New Orleans,

100,000 of the citizens in thia ecommunity
never work and are always got money and ride around
in late model automobliles, yet are supposed 1o be
poor people.

Most certalnly these people are not living
by such standards as the low income of WP A rellef
and Social Security provides,

As a matter of fact fhousands of these peos
ple are not elgible for relief or social security, .

The proof of the stitution 1s plain as day
and there should be an 1nvestigztion 1mmediately to
ascertain whers the money is CGmJ.llb from that ths i'b"y
Of liew Orleans 1s paying thece people with,.

Either thils is Federal Money diverted from
bonified apnroiations for other purposes or it 1s tax
money that 1s not suprosed to be used for this purpoee.

Which ever way they divert this money 1s nodt
quite certain to the layman's mind but an investigatton
should be made in order to find out if these citizens
are violating Federal Laws in recelving incomes from

e nAdter with Ant warktine ‘Pnh + 1 am
wil€@ UiAuy Waivuvil Uuv wilnllg wiiTile

I am under the impreﬂsioh*ﬁhat thousands of
caces of income tax invasions may'be’ ih ‘evidence as
weli as other violationes t00 numerous to nmention,

Hoping you will condugt this tnvestdgation

retly I am yours for an honest goverment.

Dear Sirs'

* o .
BEOOEDTD & ryppny trulﬁ; ..... 2407 =3/
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J. Edgar Hoover
UNITED STATES DEPARTYEKT CF JUSTICE

WASHINGTOR, DISTRICT OF COLUWLBIA' .
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investigation of alleged violatioea of Owiﬂod
ovldo:m in casen

Federal Statutes and to the collesting R
in whioh the United States s or may De a in interest. < .
The sotivities of this Bureau are limited this Juris~

dietion,
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Sapteﬁber 28th, 1940

ST. LOULS, MICHIGAN

Present address - 2c20 Say Road, Saginaw,Micl

Hon,J.,Edgar Heover
Supt. Tadaral Bureau Inveatigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr,Hoover: \/
Readirg the story of Agatha le in the current nunbers of

COTLLIER!S WEESLY,"The Patriotic Murder rinis fto mind the peculiar circum-
stances of the asesassination of Eughey 'long ,together with one previcus attempt
and the fact that thers was a well known conspiracy in Washingion among certain
adminiatration leaders,viclently orposed to Long and to his further contimiance
in public afiaira.

I have often wondersd Juat why this assassination was never inves-
tigatad, Way the conspiracy against long wers never questioned, Way the ondy
paricdical which opened up some of the fa.cts at that time wae immediately d.e'bar
red from all news-gtands in the U,S5.A. and immediately found itseif in such
gorious fingncial difficulty that it had fo c¢sase publication,

There have bsen sevaral other deaths during the past feow years
whick have evidently besn very much to the advantage of the present distatorial
administration, Just why the peculiar circumstancss has naever besn wmade public.

Doubtless you could not give out information to a private individ-
ual concamming the matters under discusaion but could you tell us whether the
activities of your departuent depends upon orders from administration heade or
whether you can act upon your own initiastive ?

I am well aware of the sericusness of these implications but I
have considaerable faith in the loyalty and theroughness of the ¥l and as a
native citizen above wy three scors and-ten in yaars, I foal that Amworica and
ali the world are now entitled to know the FACT

Thankinz you for considerate attsntion I remain,

~
Vary sincerely yours,




2.

s
Ir tha Fedaral Pesorvo Bank 1- Operating coutrar.r to the Cona‘titutto' gnd has bow
tor twen‘ty-six yaarl, who 1s relponai’olo r The Prosident wa Gongruu. W
- - 'v--'—"'"‘-‘"} e ;& 5 x4 -'“..'._ L
%, Vhat event of the Buchanan adadnietration pamlleu the recent arrvost ot tho “Chﬂ
Front® T John Brown's Raid on Harper's Ferzy. (Study ca,refully)

5. 1t John Brown deservsd death by a firing squad for trea.eon ﬂzy &o wo mn aint =F

"Joihn Brown's body lise a moldering in the grave,But his soul goea marching on“ 1

6. That goveimor of New York led his leglalaturs to mlnty a pox‘t-ion of ‘che Uni.tod
States Constitution ? Franklin Delanoc Roosevelt, The 18th Amendn.ent -

7. VWhat President permitted this violation of the Constitution, and the oight othem
who follcwed suit ? Herbert Clarke Hoover.

8. That was Andrew Jackeon's reaction to such a state !mllification 1’ S

: e sent o gogiuent of U.8,Troops (The Brooklyn Regerves) %o South
Carolina and at four o'clock the next morming the officials and the legislature
wors cglled out . of their beds to their front porch to renew thelr OATH of allegian:
to the Constitution and the governzment of the U.S.A. or go as priaonerl to Fortren
Xonroe. (The millification was immediately recinded,)

9. ' '. .
re the average citizens of our America today, intelligent encugh to kmow when the
Conetitution 1g being violated ? - - - = ¢ v m w m v L o
(Apparently the politiciens think not,)

10, Are men who nominate themselves,"announce fheir own candidacy®,~ pudlic spirited
uen of character and ability t Or.are they merely self-seekers, who freguently
lack both character and gbdlddy ? - - = = L - - = c cw o - - -

11, Who is responsible for the election of ocur public officials and our Congresamen ?
The eversce citizen,

12, As the Roosevelt administretion still employ Commuristes and both men end women of
the subversive type who schema to overthrow American traditions and the American
form of government, what dces the DIES COMMITTEE amount to ?

Meraly a "talse fiont™ to deceive the common pecple,

13. That is the greatsst nogd ol JMerica today 7
Men of ?e er who will honer thelr own OATH,

< By Hovard L.Eolmes of Wiohigen #

/3 ,’ ¢ - :’é“' | W Xo (%‘Z“"‘d
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) MEMORANDUM FOR MR, E. A. TAME} A

> ¢ ' VA
AN

Congressman Newt V.iuills of Louisiana called
relative to the political situation in Louisiana. He -
stated he noticed an article in a New Orleans paper
concerning the indiciment of Commissioners in Ward 11,
Precinct 1, he presumed by the Federal Grand Jury, on
maitl fraud charges. He furnished me some political
background which, in substance, indicated that he mas

FITWw AW YW Virew riG @WUD

responsible for the clearing up of the graft in Louisicna
and that he wes the man behind the scenes and that he
had never mentioned this to anyone elge.

TT =

Hde was interested in knowing whether the Bureau
had conducted any investigation of alleged election
violotions as a result of certain ballot thefts and
irregularities in the Primary. I advised hin that I
did not know but that it would be appropriate to ask
the office of the Attorney General what action was being
taken as any reouest would necessarily arise from the
office of the Attorney General. He was advised to
communicate with Mr. Carusi in the Attorney General's

Orfice who would be in g position to handle the matter

Jor him.
. Respectfully,
A * RECORDED

Y'Yy ‘ 4‘ ,Z rang
"ﬁﬁﬂtxgn > = — .
W A. ROSEN (en s - ",q(j])t’] —
Y 72 A aTinnd

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG
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: e
‘birector e Files Section
Tolson F. \k Pergonnel Files
Clegg §wriﬁn*\ - .. Mechanical Saction
Foxworth {"v % ~"""-—-  Crime Records Section
Nathan ‘HLTVFﬁ”*~~“* Mr. Harbo
Ladd WooEtem et Mr. Hendon
Nichols P _.__Tdentification Division
Rosen PP T Mr. Quinn Tamm
Glavin §
Pennington - _ e -
Tracy f-— -
Coffey
; SUPERVISORS
' Mr. Adams = __ Mr. Grill ___Mr. Smith
___ Mr. Alden —__Mr. Laughlin ____ Mr, Strickland
Al Mr, Bellino ___ Mr. Minor ____Mr. VanLandingham
+..»_Mr. Breese ___ Mr. Nicholson ___Mr. Weber
= Mr. Good ___Mr, Nugent
L 4 L] *
—_ Miss Gandy Bring file up to date
— Mr. Gauthier _._Send File
—__Miss Stalcup —...Correct
—_Mr. Albaugh ——_Call me regarding this
_ __Mr. Bryant . —Hote and Return
____Mre. Irwin Search, serialize and route
—__Mrs. Woolf —__Stenographers 5724
— Typists - 5716 ~ _._ Btenocgraphers 1509
_ Typists - 5724 - Btenographers 1503
—Stenographers 5706 ____Prepare tickler for
Stenographers 5261 ___ Call thege files
See Me —..Stamp and nmail
i
P

E. A. TAMM - 5734
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and young folks are entering
parochial schoole today.

FThere, they will be taught the thinge that
ahould aid them in meeting the problems of
1ife and in better equipping them, not only to
help themselves but their country.

There, they should be taught Americanism,
should be instructed in what the blessings of
freedom and liberty stand for, and how to pre-
Serve these heritages, bought with the sweat
‘and the blood and the courage of the found-
,ers of America.

On the way to these achools, however, they
iwill pass hundreds of places where American-
{ism #s not taught, where Americanism does

; not make ity home.

! Because the superintendent of police is
; either afraid to act or has been told not te act,
pinball machines, the lowest form of gambling
Y because it takes the nickels and the dimes of
,the young as well as the old, beckon to nearly
'_ every pupil on his or her way to school. Why
‘gshould temptation be placed in the path of
our young people? Why should vicious devices,

1 i - And e oI
cheating machines, be placed in their way %o

snatch their nickels? ‘ ’

The city administration seems to think that
these machines are games of skill, Some of
our courts have indeed also leaned toward
that view. Do we want to teach our children
this kind of skill? Do we want to teach them
“how to gamble for nickels instead of teaching
them the saner and better lessons of life?

Mayor Kobert!Maestri has said: “If pin balls
are lllegal, action is up to Superintendent
Reyer.” )

When was Mr. Reyer named to be th
arbiter of New Orleans? Does Mr.
refer all of his legal problems to
police? From what law school
graduate? How long bhas he cticeq law?
Has he ever occupied the jyMcial bench? We
thlnk not. Then why shouid Mr. Mcestr] reter
legal questions’ to a man who ls supposed to
“catch crooks?

1 An able assistant attomgy-ggge::gj of !_Qu!g‘-
‘ane has-deglared that pinbally are ille Does
_Mr Maestri place Mr. Re,!m;a

O i

NEW ORLBANS, Ld.,
Sthembor 5, 1340,

as Legal Advisor to Méy‘or? |
Schools and Pmballs

ATHOUSANDR OF Nlru_r ORTIANE abildean

Why doesn't’ Mayor Maeatd plaoe ‘thé reo)
sponaibility squarely whers. it belongs? mﬂ
doesn't ke ask his city attorney or some Migh'

legal authority as to the !egal:ty or inega.lity

of pinball machines? e

A3 a matter of plain fact, it doesn't tlke
one versed in legal lore fo” know that these
crookefl pinkall machines are gambling de-
vices, All Mayor Maestri has to do is to gath-
er up five or six City Hall employes and send
them out with a pocket full of nlckels, let
them go to placeu where they are not known,,
and there pIay these machines. Their mpm'ti
will show him that the pinbail machines now:
infesting New Orleans are gambling machines. -

Mayor Maestri might slso ask hundreds éf
school children who play these machines
whether or not they are gambling machines,
They will give him the answer, and none of
them are yet practicing attorneys. or judges.

No, Mr. Mayor, let's stop this snatching of
nickels from children.

Why are these machines necessary? Who
owns them, and why are they allowed ijm-

munity from moleatT‘don by the police,

%

T
)

3 Mr.
i v Clegg ..
. F. A Tamm

T e R

 rrm ot e
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. Foxwort

. Methan ... .
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750 1% 88 My recollection during the soversl

igations we had in New Orleans about ayaar -
name of Willism Helis, a prowinent Oreok B

" 'ol} man in Mew Orleans, entored into ths picture. ks .
1 recall 1t, he was either indicted sweequantly o *

was writed for questioning by eitter the state or federal

- Rovernment in qmnection with oil lesse transactions in
' the state. However, before he gould be located for question~

ing, Helis fled to Greece.

T I today received informtion from a conlidential
Ssource here in New York to the effect that Helis has hwt
arrived in Wew York from Creece and is nor supposed to be
stopping at the Bt. Morits Hotel 1;1}01 Yark City.

' X anm pessing this infarmation on to
you in the svent your office is tryirg to locate this
individusl, end 1f not, you nay oonsider the advissbility
of furnishing the information to sy local authorities :

- interested in his presont whereabonts, o

'hr,r) truly yours,
B, B. SACKEM?
Special Agent in Charge.

s




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER . :, _' ‘ .
DIRECTOR '.i e TN

‘ . R . LR : ’
Federal Burean of Investipation

Hnited States Beparfment of Justice
Mashington, B. €.
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ACH:AT
March 7, 1940

T RSO

-~ e : . , . - i ’
3:45 p.m. e ST po
. MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. mhﬁ@/ S

°  ¥r. Don C@ller, of 444 - 3rd Avenue, Fast Kalispell,
Montana, was referréd from your office to me for interview. .
Mr., Miller related that he is a truck driver by occupation, and
that he is presently on a tour of the United States.

During the first part of February he related he was
at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and at that time stopped at the
grave of the late HueyPLong, located in the State Capitol in
that city. The guide, in pointing out spots of interest about
the Capitol, described the death of Long, according to Mr,
Miller, and advised that 14 people were connected with the
plot to kill Lone., He related that the conspirators had been

led by President Roosevelt, and advised that Roosevelt was in

Baton Rouge at ti.e time of the death of Long.

Er. Miller related that this guide is an old man with
a black beard, and he thought that because of the derogatory
statements made concerning the President, the Federal Bureau
of Investigation should be apprised of the remarks of this
guide., I thanked Mr., Miller for the interest which prompted
him to furnish the above informction to us.

Respectfully,
Jﬁ@~;4§;ﬁﬁéyt__—fﬁf\
- ) .

A. C. ﬁayden
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The New Orleans States
Few Orloans, Zeutsd R
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2sue of $hef
orime condidténa 'in

Fedruary ¥l
cencern nsyikc
durtag 1539,

I fesl that an editortal of this nature .
asstats in bringtng %o the average citizen the
realisation thot orime constituies ¢ problem which

;E oan be solved only by his wholehéarted cooperation

end that it i{s not a prodlem alone for his low
enforcenent orgonizations. I was portienlaorly -
4" pleased o note your obdservatfons $hgt the prime

S i.+.\' -~ ‘oonstderation in #he tnoaroeratfon ef dny ortminal

should be proteetion of the pubdlto and not Afs
N7 personal comforts. SEUEE v he

Fith b
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Stnoerely pours,
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: THE NEW OKIEANS States, (|0
’ NEW ORLEANS, LA., -
February 21, 1940,

Crime by the Clock
- DURING 1836 a major crime occurred every
21 seconds, says a report recently issued by |

73, Edgar Hoover, chief of the FBI, and. sent.,

fus by A. P. Kiichin, special agent In charge
‘ of the New Orleans office. ]
é This is an appallingly short interval between}
‘ felonles. Since any serlous act of lawlessness
cannot be fully perpetrated in 21 ticks of a
grandfather's clock, it means that crime is a
continuous process, never ending, hnever &

“break in viclence In these United States, Three -

{crimes every minute, reaching the yearly
- grand total of 1,484,554 violations calling for
prison sentences, as glven by Mr, Hoover. No
wonder the business of constructing peniten-
tiaries and other institutions for the incar-
! ceration of criminals is having something of
" & boom all over the nation.

> Mpr. Hoover's striking illustration of the
. prevalence of crime goes on: A larceny was
' committed every 36 seconds, a burglary every
;1 2-3 minutes, on the average an aute was;
' stolen every 3 minutes, a citizen was robbed |

. every 9 minutes, and & felonious homicide oc-i
H

PRI 8 AR

curred every 44 minutes.

The grand total of criminal homicides, !
rapes, robberics, aggravated assaults, burg- |
aries, larcenies and auto thefts for 1939 was:
0.742 greater than for 1938, an increase of 3.5°
per gent. Mr. Hoover did not figure out the|
ulm%e‘r"&'ﬂbliucal crimes in Louisimsm—sa—e

'i Wne grows so fast in the freest, hap- ?%
i piest and most prosperous country-eRe-£grth, ; -t
' what can be the reason? Maybe we have too
| much freedom, maybe not’ enough. Pexhaps

!

there is too much pampering of prisoners, |
what with radios in prison cells and the in-
mates playing footbail and baseball and hav-
ing movies and musical concerts and p!ays,
and enjoying good fare and easy “working”
hours, and in the end getting the nod from,
parole boards when only f{ractions of thexrl
terms have heen served. i
It strikes us that one of the purposes of '
Incarceration, besides keeping the wrongdoer:
lncked away for soclety's safety, is to deprive
him of some of those comforts, luxuries and’
conveniences of the outer world which law-
abiding citizens may enjoy, and which they|
have not forfeited their right to obtain. Life!
s a lot harder for millions of poor folk whe
are obediént to all laws, than it is for the aver- | I
age termer in & prison. 1
One reasonable conclusion is that crime goeg !
up as the quality of government goes down.
It is the old story of the alliance of crooked;
politica with the criminal werld. Louisiana
pecple know the reason for a lot of crime

‘which has been bared in this state in the past
‘year. PBad government undermines public

morality, breeds contempt for law, and multi- §
plies the “aw, what's the use?” ‘cynics even

among the go-cailed good people Yr-utom-

imumty or state,
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- ' Mr. Mclntirg
7 Mr. Rogen fo—
Mr. Quing Tamm,
i‘our BRoom . _
Adm. Files P
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By HARNETT T| KANE / S
(Of The’ Item-Tribune Staff)
G

nformed in hoth Long and Jones eircle today, ags a ;
result of the wholesale desertion of Earlimng y for- £

‘mer wheethorses Saturday. # S o
RO L Eminentos once unques- .
; tioned in their machine gd- ;
herence " popped up on- the
Jones side, their proxies in
Jones ‘men’s ~hands, when -
the old and new Democratic
central committees nominat-
ed James A{G r emillion,
Crowley, as'the party en
on theé Aprit election ballots.
Vengeance i3 €xpected to he
8witt, with jobholders who fig-
ured in the voting, their rela-
tives and partisang expected to
feet the ax. Byt & check today
showed that many Instances,
Long was erless to take pu-
nitive act against the fence-
’jarmpe n his final days in

offi T 5 ¢
R 7 N
#'  NOTRBOORDED - D
- L b 3 # ) ) Vd ; !} :
Lowls A Mones —F ‘4
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tf Louis Jones, warden of ‘Angola,
[state penitsntiary who was named.
by Richard W.jLeche, was a leading
figure na posm to Toet’
Long's wrath In the 6ld commit
‘tee's first voling on the subject,
Warden Jones gave his proxy to
the YL.ong side, but Saturday It
was cast by Freq__g Lla.nc‘_ﬂ
Balon Rouge

Theodore B. Landry of Jeﬂerson
patish, general manager of the pen-
{tentlary, also switched from Long
“ho Jones. after showng up in the
T.ong column the first time, But
Mr, Landry is protected in his job,
having been conﬂrmea by the Ben-
ate for the rest of the present ad-
ministration term. L
! More dramatic ui either shifh

‘was that of Harvey Jeliier, Thibo-
daux oil man, who Long's run.
‘ning mate for leutenant-governor
'in the first and second primaries.
‘Before Peltier gave his proxy to the
"Jones forces, he is sald to have
'taken part In s hot exchange

ntiments with his former chie
fpeltier is & member of the Sensw
fnd Yong could take no ac
:gainst him, but it is thought

R L

o it a5 S s oL

f Qis Kuc!
Hn His efforts to smag this job in
his early days. Dr. O'Hara s ex-
pected to hang on, though Iriy for-
mer chiefialn may clip asway af
some of his political prerogatives in
the two months beiore Farl steps
down, - ?

Oddly, Eart winrindhkm"

tied In spy reprisal ag
grouwp whe turned againet
‘These are the parish sherifls,
put tirough & law giving his dcte

E‘
i

Ftorslnlp control over sherifFs ajdex,

But Earl, just after the first prd-
mary, called his “vute bale” special
session, and repesled that

H

iffs who went from
Satmday

JOhn. olema,n of Tensas,
Frﬂ ards of Amife, Tham-

Lmufﬂhe..w
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_the poittical cauldron burning,

‘hime struck at three who t;g
Fone. over to Jones, or were reln
f & member who -did. Colonet
Henry Rougon, Pointe Coupee, was
fired frati = state police job he
haq held for 13 years, #nd two
mides of the state revenue depart-
‘ment were diseharged in North Les-
fsiane, S :

This week in Baton Bouge i3 ex-
Jpectad to see, too, the “hlood bﬁ*!
of general state workers, st BepPs!
ordecs, thai has Been imminent for
.gome time, Many are to go for,
,suspicion of Kkniftng fow remarks
_made B Jones” faver, for reasons
of spite, and, in seme cazes for

econemy. The kfter unusaal reason

for Jeiting machine workers go 15

,explained se follows. The machine:
“borrowed hundreds of thousands e

give jobw In the second nrimary.-i
from fdividoals and banks. Now
the money must be repaid, .
The capitsl was & more or less
deserted polliical vilage todey. Enrt |
Long drove off Saturday night to
an wannounced  destination, be-
Hevel® to be his hobie at Winafiekt
Bam Jones started om his long.
blanned vacatiom, spending the
weekend fm Yake Charles Only
the femr of imminent firings kept

Long Suit Fearing

March II will see o hearing on
¥arl Long's suit to restrain the sec-
relBT7 OT “state from placing the

-
-

namse of Gremilfion o the
for secretary of state Judge J.
Womack signed the order Saturd
night, after Long appeared in ‘
son to obiaks &, The petithon k-
tacked the legaﬂty of the reversat
of the previous pomination of Long.
General Manager Landry deelined
comment of any king Inst might
m gquestion:s regarding reperts that
Warden Jones was being flred &t
the state prisen farm. Warden
Jonex was reported at the farm as
being “on the romd.” DPock poard
officialy sald they knew nothing of

any discharge of Attoman.

%

Theodore 8. i,.nnﬂr; N
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SENATOR \PEPPER TOLD THE SENATE THE gﬁgSQAL'covznnnzn;f*nas-uq:;w
BUSINESS® INTERFERRING WITH STATE ELEC . o A
OPENING THE FIFTH DAY OF DEBATE ON THE PROPOSAL BY ssnaronlunrcg :
TO EXTEND KIS "CLEAN POLITICS® ACT TO THE STATE EMPLOYES PAID IN . oy
WHOLE OR IN PART WITH FEDERAL FUNDS, PEPPER CRITICIZED JOHN{RO&&E{:_“

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, WHO CONDUCTED
INVESTIGATIONS IN LOUISIANA LATE IN 1939 AND EARLY THIS YEAR. _
READING NEW ORLEANS NEWSPAPER HEADLINES TELLING OF ROGGE'S = . ;.
ACTIVITIES IN A "VOTE FRAUD® INQUIRY, PEPPER ASKED THE SENATE: s
‘Xﬁno WE. ADMIT TO THE WORLD THAT DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA HAS SO BROKEN
THAT A SOVEREIGN STATE CAN'T CONDUCT ITS OWN ELECTIONT? -
"IT'S NONE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S BUSINESS WHAT KIND OF LOCAL
" HATCH HOPED TO GET A V y )
| FEARED THAT SENATORS OPPOSED TO IT MAY USE DELAYING TACTICS TO FORCE
" IT TO BE PASSED OVER UNTIL NEXT WEEK, WHEN IT WOULD HAVE TO BE LAID
. ASIDE . FAVOR OF THE RECIPROCAL TRADS 2L FARM APPROPRIATION BILLS. /

bow

B

e {Annluarcu ACT, SENATE o
T f7N] PEPPER TERMED ROGGE ™A MODERN POLITICAL KNIGHT" SENT TO LOUISIANA,
¥ BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE *TO SEE TO IT THAT DEMOCRACY OPERATES IN
N LOUISIANA THE WAY HE WANTS IT TO OPERATE,*
. .| f HE ACCUSED THE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR OF CRACKING THE WHIP® OVER
i \OCAL LOUISIANA AUTHORITIES "AND THREATENING THEM WITH PROSECUTION." |

PEPPER SAID THAT ONE HEADLINE, APPEARING FIVE DAYS BEFORE THE - \
N-OFF GUBERNATORIAL PRIMARY# SAID "ROGGE TURNS ON HEAT.® . .

"UHAT KIND OF HEAT, SENAT#RS?T® HE ASKEDe “TNIS MODERN POLITICAL
KNIGHT SAFESUARDING HI

S C@NCEPTION OF DEMOCRACY *TURNS ON THE HEAT®
FIVE DAYS BEFORE THE SEGAND PRIMARY. IS THAT A PROPER SPHERE OF }
FEDERAL ACTIVITY®? 4 : ST -
STV e yeT TEOCRTER

I

A
h



other matters. . o R

o investigation is being eonducted By this Buress -
in reference to the subject ratter of these letters and =
they are being referred to you for any astion you deem '
appropriate.

Vary Wuly yowrs, - T e
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Federal qug%@_}y{ Investigation

Fnited Btates Bepartiment of Justice
New Orleans, Loulsiama,
February 27, 1940 - -

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, ‘
Washington, D. c. . . . . S - e R e

Dear Sir:

This office 1s im receipt of copies of letters which were for~ -

warded to this office by the office of the United States Attorney at New
Orleans, Loulisiana, the letters belng quoted as follows:

"New Orleans, La,
December 26, 1939

Mr. 0. JOEN ROGGE,
U, S. District Attorney's Office,
New Orleans, La.

Dear Sir:

Your attention is directed to a matter worth inveatigating
either by your Department or the F,B.,I. and that is the method
Th -
LA

of haudling the purchase of for the Slum Clearance
projects in New Orleans.

It 18 commonly thought that the commlssions obtained were divided
with one of the higher officisls in the City Hall, and no doubt
this information could be traced by the Internal Revenue Department,

The firm who hapndied these real estate transactions is ERNEST A,

CARRERE'S SONS, and one of the members of this firm told a party -
that he had divided his commissions with someone who would be

designated as a ''Top Officialt,

The records of *ERNEST A.-CARRERE'S SONS. should show to whom this
commission was paid., This runs into a vast sum of money.

AN INTERESTED QUTSIDER" s
\L.
R ”}rapl\.\_;(_x
U& fb\% 41/
"New Orleéns (s
Mr. O. JOHN ROGGE REGORDE'D N / /
Dear Sir: / INDFXEU - .
oarkr av NI e
i
How is it that the hougiaig suthorities demolished so umE% 29 1940 ~’
houses Mayof\MAESTREVﬁtated that he wanted to clean the gl
i' o n: lh’ j!/? ; .f“‘,

g pbjﬂi



To the Director, 2/27/40 : _' ‘

up where the slumbs are they are leaving you take your auto-
mobile drive out Josephine Street from Saint Thomas to the river
half rotten delabitated houses ought to be demolished 10 years

ago oceupied by the lowest olass of negroses 4rive out Adele
Street from Saint Thomas to the river you will see the same

thing drive out Saint Andrew from Saint Thomss t0 the river you
will see the same thing drive out Saimt Mary St. from Seint Thomas
to the river you will realy see for yourself that every word that

I am saying is true,

I think it would be a good idea to investigate the Public Service
on their light and gas bills they atates that if you pay before a
certain date they deduct so much off your vill lots of people

aay they dont deduct 5 cota off but if you wait a day or two

after the time stated onm you bill they charge you so much more

- The Public Service owns the City they cen do what they want with
the people any time they want to discontinue a car line all they
do is they put on add in the paper that after a named date that
car line will be digcontinued every time they take c¢car line off
look the amount of men they put out of work 4 men to every ear

2 regular men an 2 relievers they discontinued the Prytania St

car line no bus discontinued the Coliseum St car line no bua 4
men out of work on every car discontinued the Henry Clay ¢ar 4 men
out of work no bus discontinued the Peters Ave car 4 men out of
work now nemed Jefferson Ave., 4 men out of work bus runs there
diseontinued the Tchoupitoulas car 4 mem out of work bus run there
the levee en Barracks ¢ar The Eaplanade Ave ¢ar bus rums there
discontinued several other ear lines take all the car lines that

'l"ha DPouhtia CQawedn AL~
he Publlce Servics discontinued 4 men to 8Very car 2 I‘Ugu.J.E..I‘ anu

2 relievers look the amount of men put out of work look the smount
of money they save During the World War some 20 years ago The
Publie Service raised the car fare to 7 cts they never reduced

the car fare to 5 cta the price before the war. Everything else
after the war had to come down all mechanices and labors wages

had to be reduced The Federzl Government cught to make them re-
duce the car fare to 5 cts mabe they keep two sets of books if
they say it dont pay to run the buses and the few car lines for

5 cts fare let them sell out the Public Service is nothing but a
trust & monopoly no other Co c¢can operate here I thought the housing
business was a Federal Government proposition. What right has
Mayor MEASTIR and the housing authorities to allow Mr. CARRERE the
real estate agents to make Ahe reople who s0ld their property to
the Federal Government them pay 4% of the price they got from
the Federal Governmeggrfor their property I guess 20% went to Mr.

ARRFRE and 2% wenté' MAESTRIE and his gang. You think any body

-8
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: " To the Director, 2/27/40 " e

got any graft furnishing material for the honsing buziness,

The Federal Goversment had a law passed that mo place of business
can work their employees more tham 40 hours a week, Right here
in New Orleans at the FPost Office in the mail department they

work the men all the year around 12-14 end 16 hours a day ‘The
HPA $a a nalitisnl moahima WR3 TOLTHNS whin hag DhnM ot th-

TLIL &EF %A VAL VLWL ARASLLLLES AN P A e

WPA Station at Carrollton Ave and Appel St her husband isn
money broker, I guess she has politieal influence MpS. HIGGINS
who has charg of the WPA Station at St, Charles and Lafayette
opposite the City Hall her husband has a job im the City Hall
why cant they give thos two jobs to some onme that iz more in
need, A man by the name of CARTER who lives st 2120 Annunciation
St he works im the office of the WPA he gets $70.,00 a month from
the Federal Government his wife own the double house they live

in they live om one side the other half of the house 2127 Amnuncia- f
tion St they have rented for $22.50 a month You think those people
needs help MRS~CARTER is an Italian I guess she has she hag im-
. fluence through MTRIE why cant they give that job to some man
that 18 more in need of work. Some time ago JAMES H#{MORRISON
of Hammond, La, had publisbed in Hammond stating that MAESTRI
was pald by the slot machine people and gamblers to allow all
kinds of gambling snd slois machine to operate in New Orleams

MR, MORRISCN alsc stated in the paper that MAESTRIE was in Co
with the bigest crooks, gemblers an rackerteers in New York it
must be true that MAESTRI never denied it why is it that MAESTRI
doesn't want the Conservation book to be examine by the committes
of the 100 citicen league because to much underhand business will
come to light more money tsken 1llegal than in the Levee Board
MAESTRI does ncot want the crooket work exposed if every thing was
kept stralt he would sllow the books to be exsmine,

I think mm"ﬁm end his gang will have all the ballots boxes
stuffed before the election with fake ballots, A lady told me
that any persons wants to rent any of those new houses that the
Housing Authority are building in the St, Thomas Project will
have to go to the Catolic Priest are the Catolic Prieat appointed
by the Federal Govermment to collect rents MAESTRI doing,

If you will read your meter and compare -it with you bill you will
aee they dont take any thing off."

&

A perusal of the letters will indicate that they refer primarily
to some slum clearance in Ne;?a.ns which is being handled by the Federal

Housing Authority. It is suggegted that the Bureau may desire to transmit
this information to the Fade Housing Authority in Washington, D. C.

[T o
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%ITCHﬁq ~Special Agent<fn Charge
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Miss Candy
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- muwmmma-miptormmm T
dated Jamary 17, Y00, relctive to poliuml smmmm-
in snd eround Imdm , S

1 wish to mv!n that m ;
of this Turesu {s lizited by uiomlmmhm
investization of specific Pederal Statutes. I have Desuveed
tre conterts of your letter and have fsllod to nots therels

jurhdlctiﬂl

& yiolalicn within that Jurisilction anl? I ez therefore unable '

to be of assistance to yov in this matter. ~.
Vary traly yowrs,

L4

John Mw Hoovew g

Diregtor t 3

=

¢
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CC ~ New Orleans (with copy of incoming Jetier)
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PO Box 55,
Goose Creek,Toxas
Ianuar1717,19{0.

»‘hﬁf; . Bdg
: !‘.B.I., ;
Washington,

ar Hoover,

Dear Mr, Hoover: .

 Seversl months ago I wrote you regarding certaim .
olitical irregularities in and around Alexandria,loulsiana,

X, never heard snything from you but inasruch as a Grand Jury in-~ -

vhstigated conditions there and iadicted a number of psople, .= 4 ¥

sbmeone evidently got busy. v . 4 N

; J R . ER

Ty b

S Among those indicked ia that Parish is an Aunt of Mine
N b Mrs. lLou Iee Teskeel. She had been deadheading on the State payroll
for several years, This Aunt is somewhere in the neighborhood of .
sixty years of esge and her first merrisge took place something like
two years sgo. Her father, (my grendfether) was a Confederate veteran
and died in 1914. The last few years of his life he wes rather feable
and this Aunt worked to take care of the family. She cered for my
grandmother sfter my grandfather's death. Her brother, Ceorgs W.
les, aow deceassd, might correctly be termed s political scoundrel,
as he seemed to have little scrupples about fraud, or even outright .-
theft. His income $through these questionable transactions amounted
\ to more than $#1,000.00 a month but from this income he ook care of
A o four women besides his own wife and children, FHe and Barl long, Gover-
- q o nor of Louisiana, had a cattle business joiantly and would duy poor
Y cattle cheaply and then exchange these for fat cattle in State insti-
o tutions near there, '

e K

Both Earl long and my uncle assured this Aunt that she waw
R committing no wrong. A brother of mine and my father heard Eerl Iong
g assure her that she would not be indicted by a grand jury. This was

1 - after Esrl long became Governor of louisiana and she believed he had

F o official suthority to make such disposal of state funds if he so wished

My Aunts, Iou lee JTeekel and Alice lee are in a position to
give you a lot of information about Earl long's irregularities. If
you could make some sort of desl that would henefit them in this in-
dictment, they w111‘j$en up and give a lot of information about the
inside workings of,#hat gang of crookﬁﬂminciuﬁingmihﬁJ@gﬁégz_Qf;EEEm“ﬂ“
late Huey P.loy _ T S -, 0 '
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
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rowder of the Tax Division phoned snd stated the
Department had an income tax case pending against six racketeers
in New Orleang, and wanted to know whether the Bureau could
furnish crimihal records. He was zdvised that if names only
were furnished the Burezu could furnish records of individuals
believed to be the ones the Depsrtment wants, but it was

suggested to him in the event he was able to furnish f‘inaprprlnts,
arrest records or Pollice Department numbers it would be far better,

Mr. Crowder stated he believed he could secure this
informetion and would transmit the recuest to the Buresu for
eriminel records over the smgnutare of Assistant Attorney General

™ Clark.
SN Respect.f
x\. L R. Penhingt
-
g &
/ '? /’ Ly ) /]
Dwrx'l?hﬁ‘h 2 TAT I rvem —7 O .._,:.,,r i s
Avlu .‘IU.IJJJU o0 IL‘UE‘AE‘B 7. ‘.'L , E‘..i{}'_‘i i
4 TH 11 19 |
1oL REPRRTET _G‘ﬁl§i;5.:J
/’/ {? . w--—-gL
T




Teteotive
7 "Police
| Suiney, 11

. Andividual wauted by :wr_

. ‘ .
H
i

rtant

ronr &lr. Buam’l & S : ‘
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infortion {s indeed appresisted gnd I sssure - ¢
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1
“in Shreveport La,. This man ig also wante-d‘?i,u Q,ui,ncy for. paasi
‘A forged chack. Shreveport notified us thdt. they woul 'ﬁal' X
Willis until we ecould send sqmsone to pick hidd up. ‘
- : LN "‘5 *‘w . "' s A
»,' I was sgclected to g0 to Shreveport to br).ng ‘Nill;ls *oaek
for prosecutiqp. All the papers seemed to be in order, bu‘f‘. the.
Governmor FarTiYlong refused to sign. I asked him for a2 reason
but he would give mone. His only co ment was "the poor Gevi.
mey have been hungry"™ and "I just ‘don't want to sign the papers®.

7 07Y talked to him for & long tine in an effort to get him - .-
‘to change his mind, but to ho avail. I showed him the long
record of Willis whieh was supplied to ug by the F.B.I. to let 1(
hin know this was not the flrs? tlma this ma.n was 4in the handu
of t;ze law. : ‘

Feeling sure that you would be interested 1n a case of this
gort is the only reason I em writing this letter. .

s

Sincerely Yours: —
74 .

George] f'Hus song/s/
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' Natioml Poliee Academy
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FEDBRAL INVESTIGATIGN BUREAU, S - “
, WASKINGTON, D. Ce : %
be tlemen p= | ,. - 3‘

I ax wondering if 1t would be poesible for your tureau to send to i
,X/verminon Farich oo the ooming election duy the 16the day of Jenusry next, at 7
least Two mon to survey the proceeding of the eletiom snd see that all partles -
are fairly treated. The Adminlstration that is thess in power then, stole
the election from the honest pmopls four ysars age snd will do It agsin unless
som® one with suthority 1s on the grounds to keep them straight, Théreis no .
doubt but that thoy will be on hards with lots of their ® doduot" money and buy
votos riht and Jeft as they did in the paste he 4 you eould do that and X 1%
be know that thess msn are watohing things, 1t would be the best thing you ovcr
did for the honeat peopls of the state of Louisima,

Kindly let me heyr from you with reference to this at once, end much i
ocblige, -

Vary truly yoars,

N 2 #/ BOATUER,
P 7 N~ ), —
. / // Wﬂv “ L_.;
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FEDERAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU,
" WASEINGTON, D. C. -

Gentlemeng:~

I an wanderigﬁ if it would szggg:;iﬁ;iﬁzr

to gehd to VirmiItoR Pdrish on tRe é¢

Qur bureqgu

day of January next, at least two men to survey the procecdtag :
of the elction and see that all parties are fairly treated. he
Admintistration that is those in power tAen, etcle the election
Jrom the honest people four years cgo and will do #¢t agdin un~
legs some one with authorsty fs on the grounds to keep them. .
straight. There ts no doubt but that they will de on handg

with lots of thetr "deduct” money and bduy votes right and lest

as they did tn the past., If you could do that and let it De
know_that these men are watehing thinge, §t would be the bdest
thing you ever did jor the honest people of the state of Loutsiana.

Kol

Eindly let me hear from you with referéence to this ot

once, and much odblige,

.

Fy vruliy youre,

'«

I. H. BOATNER,

;,fﬁ (Signed) I. ¥. BOATNEE

)10
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Buresu of Investipation 1s restricted by
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sonditions 1o
your comnmity,

Tou may be sure that I appreciate your writing to
e and mkin,; your cbgervations available to this Buresn,
Howgver, 1 mwst advise that the Jurisdietien of the Federal - e

Congressions) mt-

tion of viclations of cartain specified EER
tontents of your 1atter do not l.ndiat. L e
oh::r the investigative Surisdictfon of s& _—
cmmmuyrnwthat umhh to at
sistance to you &% ms tine, - S

In the cnm you do veceive w additim mrounticn
t might be of value, it 15 suggested that ommo.u
diroctlr with Mre A Ps Kitehin, Special
Pederal Buresu of Investigation, United States De ot ot

Justice, 1308 Masonic 'ronplo Mlding, Neow Grlm. Louiaim.

wenh to the investt
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4:50 P.E. . L s R, 1.,5
MEMORANDUM FOR ME. E. A.

RE: ABE SHUSHAN, ¥.AS.,
ET AL, MAIL FRAUD

Agent Dunker called from New Orleans and advised
that Assistant U. §. Attorney Leon Dy Hubert, Jr., informed
him that an erticle appeared in the,inw Orleans Item" to
the effect that U. S. Attorney Rene A, Vicsca had made the
staterent in court that Shushan had been convicted of giving
a bribe, which statement was in fact untrue. The defense
attorneys asked for a mistrial because of this, and the judge
took a poll of the jurors to see if any of them had read the
statement. The judge found that they had Rot read the story
and therefore denied the motion. However, the Jjudge advised
that the paper should be placed in contempt for this.

The U. S, Attorney's Office requested that the New
Orleans Office conduct an immediate investigation relative
t0 the alleged contempt violation by the newspaper. Mr.
Dunker stated that this case was investigated by the Post
Office Deparitment, and inquired whether we should decline to
accept the case.

I advised Agent Dunker to point out te the U, S.
Attorney the jurisdiction we haove in the matter and tell him
that we can take no action on .it unless we get Deparimental
euthority. I advised him to point out definitely that the
case under irial was investigoted by the Post Office Depart-
ment, and for this recson it would be well to have them look

into this matter. »
Respectfully,

;{Z—;.ar.-' |
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DIRECTOR -

¥ n
-

Federal Buregu of rwestigation . ... . o
Hnited States Bepartment uf !wsﬁct

AR:COH Mashington, B. €.

Tine: 5205 p.m, . -December 6, 193«9 . ,,

R

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. K. A. T.

7,
RE: ABE SHUSHAN; et a
MAIL FRAUD

S 4 SAC Kitchin called from New Orleans
in connection with the above case which is
presently being tried and which was inveatigated
by the Post Office Inspectiors and the Internal
Revenue men entirely.

Assistant U. S. Aittorney Herbert
Chrisienberry has called Agent Dunker with ad-
vice that one Feorge~¥hitoker, a former secret
service agent who was fired for being drunk,
is loitering around the court and that it is
anticipated that Whitaker has been employed for
the purpose of getting to the jury. Christenberry
requested that the Bureau AJents place a Sur-
veillance on Whitaker,

Mr. Kitchin stated he would like author-
ity to advise Christenberry that inasmuch as the
substantive offense was investigated by the Post
Office Inspectors and the Internal Revenue that
they also should handle the surveillance. I
told Kitchin it would -be satisfactory to 80 ad-
vise Christenberry.

¥r. Kitchin stated that should be
defendants be acquitted, he is"sure the Bureau
will be asked to tnvestigate a tampering with
the jury, as this has been intimated by ¥r. Rogge
ever since he has been in New Orleans.

Respecifully,

,,f gf‘fé,“ie’r\‘ L: PRLIERS) '5, 5J17/
R, !
f A. ROSEN FEDERAL BURTAU NF INVESTISATIO
< o DFC 7 1838
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MEMORANDUM FOR THEB2aeres [

0
RE: ABE SHUSHAN, ET AL

SAC Eitchin colled from New Orleans
on another matter and advised that his office
had been requested to conduct o surveillance
of two men who have been rumored to be con-
tacting jurors in an effort to "pix" the jury.
Mr. Kitchin advised thuot he told the person
who made the request that he would look into
the background of the matter, but that he did
not think a surveillance &hould be conducted
at this time because of the possibility of
Jeopardizing the case with the Jury.

I advised Mr. Kitchin that this is
the proper way to handle the matter.

Res A
E. A, TAMMN
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: wgmﬁ‘-_l’!&%‘ W. 3rd treet,
. Bro Oklyn'. ﬂ. Y’ . e
1 . .Feb. 13, 1936. .
lrg. J. 3% Roussel, .7 T e L
Pres i dent ’ Women ' 8 organi zat ion ) - L . elh
of the Squdre Deal Asa'n of Louisiana,..
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Xy dear Mrs; Roﬁsgolgﬁ' 4 ”w'ﬁétﬁ%w»

e
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Phank ybu for‘yqﬁf 1etté£hbidggﬁf 5;'1§33;ﬂ ’.
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. o exr o0 1T am'e 1ittla “guiprised to hear of Senator
Long's taking away the rights of fine oitizens down there, esped:. }
Since the newspapers stated substantislly that the latest New Orie
privary elections were probadbly the most honest and peaceful in ¢
vears (and in what is called hostile territory--New Orleans).
ever, it may be that the newspapers are too partial to Senstor I .
to tell the truth. Then, again the newspapers may not look up ‘3§
right of the Negro to vote as you or I might. I was born in Ne i

7}

Orleans and nevertheless subscribe to the principle that the Neg'
& man and voter just as others, but you should admit that it is ]
easy task to enforce Fegro rights in the South and there is some) M
son for other races to worry over the possible trend of Negro v L)
in this, I believe we should be fair to Senator Long--I do not Hij
you would contend that all Hegroes are permitted to vote in our !'fx/
Southern States. ¢?y;
: I believe you are right about Long's not h fq%
shared jthe wealth in Louisiana, as I understand he left lrs. Hil.< %
PhelpsfHaemmond's husband out in the cold angd I intuitively beliqv:

that Sgnator Long did not give Hon. John P.\Pullivan even 8 misdy.b
cigar when the latter was in Washington supporting the sppointmefit o
an A-1 lsbor union man, Hon. Dakiel D.{Moore. You are probably} r g
that there will be no share-the-wealtH\ as liessrs. Rockefeller, &/ @
Morgan, lellon, ete., know that money i® the "root of all evilsT
will not permit wealth to trickle down and wreck and corrupt oux
nobvle citizenry.

AB you Bay, people d0 not need bodyguards
they 4o the right things in this world. Lincoln was a tyrant
Senstor Long, but an outraged citizen, John Wilkes Booth, with {10
immortal words "Sic Semper Tyrannis"” ended that tyranny despite g
the guns and bodyguards at Lincoln's command. An outraged citigen
or alien (Zangare, I think) tried to shoot President Roosevelt-kper.
haps he foresaw that you would have to feed poor hungry men at 1
back door while Roosevelt got c¥edit for "feeding the hungry", Ir:
which we can blame Senator Long as it wes Long's damnable demaghgy
that won Roosevelt the Depocratic nomination and final victory, Morec

than any other infernal ghuse. But it seems thet the Tight &gy ns!
this demagopic tyranny-#rainst the Standard 01l in your state w 1
be carried cn by paﬁ§§btic men like John Wilkes Booth and altrul its

like Zsngarse, but gitust decline to Join your organization as % u
afraid (& coward) #afraid I have not the bravery and patrlotlma
Booth--afraid my good motives may be misunderstood and that Fedt - 1

Bossacks may put me in jail with Capone who was thue disgracefully

trested for his valisnt fight soainst the tyrannical inﬁiﬁe tex lew

,75ﬁ=4£<_" , N Yours truly, i (g;;égﬁii;a 4Z25p~§?%%
‘ ‘gl';‘,,_)' ' Rt . . - - b
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