Mr, Meintire

Mr. Ssary

Mr. Nichols

WMr. Q. Tamm

wly 27, %
Attorney Genersl of the ﬁnit.od Btates, walo

‘hu besn referred to thin mu-ouu rov appropmu

Qttontiom

I wim to advlge that the Inforwtton .. .
contulped ia your lstter 1s bein‘ refurred Lo
B 3 Re ﬂly

John Edgar Hoovtr
: Directat g
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Mr. dlgnols
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Miss Lans:
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Mra., Marie Hobert Holbrook

417 Aillary Street
Rew Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Urs. Holbrooks . "
: ¥
This will scknowiedge receipt of your _
letter dated July 27, 1239, addressed to the Attornsy
General of the United Stutes, concefning crime con-
ditiona in Loulisiana, which letter hus been re-

N~ T A At r o= Do ie M e e e amed e L b adbd o
Terrea W0 WIS HJurdsud 10 8, T0pNievh awvlLalivivile

I wish to advise that the informwetlon
contained in your lettur is belng referred o -
Onited Btates Attoruey Rene A. Viosca st New Orlecus,
and I would suggest thet in the event you have
any definite informetion regarding Fedsral viocletions,
yo ray be deslrous of communicating the sane -
direct to Mr. Vioaca.

Very truly yours,

John kdgar Hoover
Director

» cies f tnip aedder furgisocd we U.

. .
FECe Ly s,x*[,{;gmmﬂmmons-»«-swiiw

[

A\

LA A b} o M
Lo

k| [N
e .
Sl RUGTD 1E3 # ,
. [ ‘\.l _~"
i t CEYEE . SRR ‘2‘. "
" PoaRIMEnd i t ¥



-

x.

R g
R A

Nev ,rleans, Loulsiana.

July 27th. 1939.

Honorable Frank Murphy //Eﬁﬁggl
Attormey General United States ' b -
i | C
Washington, D.C.. ;
SIOE e gy

Ny dear sir: " i Cuimm—
| Since your office is investigating the rottiness existing in th

State Administration of Louisiana, I believe this is an opportune

time to remind you that the feopié”oflbur State are fast losing

confidence in some Louisiana Courts, They distrust the Judges and

e AT

in fact anyone else connected with the Courts. ThesSe men Seem to b
seeking only political advancément ;hrough their eloquence and cro
tactics, This is particularly true in Iberville Parish or in the
town of Plaquemine, Louisiana, where I have lived and where I have
been treated as shabbily es any woman could possibly have been .
I could recite to your Agents or Representatives a number of wrong-
doings By this c¢lique in Plaquemine, Louisiana and prove to you ,
that great injustice has been done to me by them,

I give you the above information, becasuse I feel certain that 3
will be glad to have a thorough investigation made. I am at your

service, and shall be exiremely glad to co-operate with you.

With kindest regards, I am,-

Very trul , ,
ry truly yoursjﬁgbﬁljz%z%zgcéifféﬁééfa 4é;a7(

'ﬁf’AL
417 Hillary Street :
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

DIRECTOR s ! Dar. Wroae L.
? / 'é,/’/’
Federal Burean of Investigation tm/
Mnited States Bepartment of Justice . .
Washington, 8. ¢. /’, ‘ .
- 1]

JFS:DF July 20, 1939

?.;-s" ) - \; " v .l
: | MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. TAESEII}\S R

I instructed Special Agent Shivers of the New Orleans Office

? _ - to furnish a copy of the summary report of Special Agent C. E. Weeks,
= —7 " asted at New Orleans, Louisiana, on July 14, 1939, in the case entitled
_ slionte En~Hart, et al, Mail Fraud”, to Assistent Attorney General O.
Joln Rogge; also the report of Special Agent C. W. Dunker, dated at
f ¥ew Orleans, Louisisna, on July 18, 1939, in the case entitled’ "Louisiense

. State Officials, Information Concerning"”, which sets forth his interview
‘ witl Mrs,-Tharpe, former secretary to Huey” Long.

Lo S Special Agent Shivers informed he received information from ?}
Special Agent Scott at Baton Rouge, bouisiana, that it is rupored the

State Grand Jury will return an indictment today sgainst former Governor ..

Leche for eiding Dr. James Monroe Smith in his bond manipulations. "
There, is another rumor that Chief of Police Joseph™Bates will be dismissed ™
and #ill be replaced by E. Ow~Bguer, Jr., head of the Traffic Vivision of

the¥Police Departmenty~Baton Rouge, Louisiana, a National Police Acadeny

Graduate. .

YZ/ There is another rumor that General Louis §. Guerre, head of 22
theYlbouisiana State Police is expected to be released momenterily.

FILt

Mr. Shivers advised he would immediately advise tLe Bureau by
teletype if these contemnlated rumors take place.

C Ty
J

Respectfully, ;
i} ;%?Sears
f{‘
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N
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HAUF BUSINESSES OPERATED BY MEMBERS FLOﬂRiSH.h-INFORMANI;:;; .
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August 11, 1939

-

R ‘2 3250,' S o e e
e -188X £-262:90K - ~86-1045-58 -

‘8.ecial Agemd in Charge ey Ty
Ros Orlesns, Louisisna : co

St

AT

Ret CRIME CONDITIONS - LODISIARA .o
Doar 8472 ' -

There are inclosed herswith two ;hotow .
static coples of a copy of a letter dated at ' z
New Orleans, Louisgiana, July 27, 1939, sdiressed 3
%0 The Times-Piceyune Pudblishing Co., Rew Orlesas,
by "i Pu:scled Citizen,® tugether with two photo-
etatic oo:les of the envelope in which it wes
nailed to the Att.rney Genersl, which wae referred
to the Buresu by the Departacat. It is desired
ﬁmi oneé é@p‘j; bﬁ Brnnd ool her wrcirm Al oa e

IUTOLBOABU ®y JUOuUr Giiales W
United Btutes Attorney Rene A, Viosca, New
Orleacs. .

T ]

. -
PR

Very truly you.‘ri_ ’

Mr. Talson Jd‘n mgﬁr HOOm
Mr. Nathan =~ _— ™ s-c_n‘-.r\-
Wi Gy wlid
Mr, E. A. Tamm
L. Mr.Clege
} Mr. Coftey Incloﬂ’!}rﬁ t —
_- MMr- Gllvh':_j;:_ ——
W, Crow! [ COMMUN,CAT!ONS SECT‘ON
mr. tawler-——_*d—' M A I -'L‘-“- E D

Mr, Mcintire 4 I .
e ] ) (30
w—— PR AUGT 1133 # L \\
b ‘ L } 4 \_3 R N .
M. Nichos l FEOFRED BLOREAL 10 VIR mn N
U [— SohpiaRim N L vty
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ST AC Y Orleans, Lovisiana
[ ey A9 %/ July 20,1939,
VL
The Tines-Ficayune Publighi Co. Gﬁg;/
The New Orleans States Pub., 7\ -'?T;;é

New 0rﬁngr9, Louisiana.

,;

~- ,e“én:

T Now, this letter is not meart for publication nor is it meant to
" ha;e my na?i puttigtohpringe— all 12 1a£§2xended fbr,dis to aettle
- a few questions ave been runn 0 n ent
. regardgto the- uStink" in Louisfana Pngi_tniﬁgﬁ ol in_ rec " 1yi 1n
r}’ . s : s mm = o mans " - ' i-;lﬁ
R § would 11ke to determine for my own peraonal aatisraction Just
- how.much you,(The Times Picayune and N.Os States) knew ¢f this messy
- 'scandal before you had the nerve to stand the sténd of publishing
the facls as you have and Just what p;éggurt if any, wag brought to
bear upon you by the "enemy camp" ¢ you pub 1iaﬁ this news - or
- d1d you do it Just for the purpoge ‘of incressing your eirculationy ™
_ ﬁgd gﬁggher question - Just how mnch more do you k ow and aot dis-
clos .

B oAl TR ‘~5W:'V;¥w

. 'g*’- :
wa your answer might be that u wero ¢o lqcting ghi.evidengo

for montha, or maybe years, for it {o 1{ p%salble to Yave all
this evidence dumped into one's lap in ong lump sum, and if you did
have this information in your hands for length of time, saying,
~ as I expect you to - that you were collect all of this evidenct, ,
- . plece by piece until you had a sufficient amount ~ then you, The
-+ Times-Picayune and The New Orleans States are as egually as gullty

ss President Smith and all others implicated in this modern c¢rime of
politics, and you might consider yourself, and you actually are, an .
accessory to the c¢rime. For had you known of the very slightest dis-j
crepanc{ in the W.P.,A. Funds or the State's funds =~ it was your -
rightful duty to your patrons, who support you end make it possible
for you to exist, and also t0 the voters of the State of Louisiana,
‘who ghould be posted at all times on the affairs of the State, to
come out in the beginning and demand that an example be made of thosb
implicated in the crime., A crime is a orime, whether it be the theft-
of a postage atamp or a Government Buﬂdinr.r and if vou had any knowe -

ledge of it - then, it was your duty to expoae the guilty parties.

If you had done this in the beginning 1t would have meant the savings
of many thousands of dollars of the publi¢'s funds gnd would have
stopped in a great degree the general pilfering of the State'e as well
as the Federal Government's funds. _L__‘ = g/n'

—
&

Py ‘?IL

Now each day you 1ist in your papers the varidﬁs £hdi§tments
lssued by the Government, State and City, dbut are yonm able or willing
to predict Jjust how many indicted will be convicted? I'm willing to
say that you and the rest of the general public, 1ike mgself dont
expect to see one singleé conviction - beecause, of the fact that those

"in power® will see to it that _the indictments’ are quashed and also
see to it that the publiec will be satisfied to the extent of believing
"They wont do it azgain - they have learned their lesson " Can you _ .
truthfully say that you believe they have or will ever learn tleir
lesson ? B

. ..‘;ﬂ-‘_
T

Wy G, ol

REQ  sor Jv s 4]

Q\-g\.;
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Trusting a1} ny question

all, T beg tc remain
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George CéMcDonald D |
3507 Cleveiand Av;nue
New Orleans, Louisian;..




L Mr B A Tamm

Mr. Telson

Mr. Nathanp

Mr. Ciegg

Mr. Cottey e e
M. €gan
Mr. Glavin —————
Mr. Crowl S,
Mri. Harbe e e o e
Mr. Lawter ——— ——
Mr. Weintire e
W Rooen

Ko Suans

Mr. ickas

M. C Tamm

. Vracy

fus #ind;

/i

ACH:LL _
 ugust 12, 1939

E n@; G. M ) _ Vl e
&,{, Louisim

| Dear Mr. Pught

Tour letter detad July 24, 1939:Hto the
Attorney Generul of the United States, relstive to
crime oonditions in Loulslens, hus been referred to
this Burosu for sttention.

I wish to adviss thut the inforation
contained in your ietter is belng referred to United
ftates Attornsy Reune A, Viozca, lew Orieuns, und
1t 18 suggested tuat in the evend ; poasess o
definite fnfomution concarning a Federal viol:tiom,
you msy be desirous of furniahing tbo same dirsct
to Hr. Vioeuo o o "‘_f 3‘.'

Yary truly yours,
, John Edgar Hoover
Liractor

——{2 gopies of this letter to New Orleans Sl

CommMan cavepvdeditenopf] even date.) S
MALLED _ |
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Crowley, Loulsiens,

July 24th, 1939,

N ‘_7‘ N o v '
R

Eon. Frenk Murphy,

Attorney General of the Unilted States,

Washingten, D. C,

DPear S5ir:

We hope thet there will not be a third Louisiana pur-
chase, and that vou will cortinue your investigation
until the entire gang of politieal rascsls, now in
office, are removed oand jalled,

Lovisiane ie in such e terrible position that 1t is
Yrpossible to elect an honest man to a high office,
Large arovnts ere spent to elect members of the
legislature, judges, and even pollce jurors and school
board memhera. The money comes from the State
orgerization. Justice Fournet of the State Supreme
Covrt was not legelly elected, and takes an active part
in politiecs end in the oil business. HNlis conduct in
office should he Investigated, and the amount of his
Income slould be deterrined. Judge Hugoe Dore!', of the

Court of Apreal, is another judge who 1s an actilve C\f
politieclen and 1s =aid to have become rich in the nast -
few years, {/ﬁ—

Fon. De ¥, Fllison, the Atterney General of Louisierc,

vwio is 2 Crowley boy, is reported to be dolng everything
pOSQ1ble to hinder your investigat*on, and cover up the
acte hls pOlitJC“l “friends. Fe vas secretary to
Govcrnnl Teche, and Yas aprolirted to his present position
a few monthe aro, ¥ think, for the purrese of rroteckting
Lecrhe ard the oil+r rnli tiee raescels, i

VA I

e

L



b et

The facts already developed by your Investligation
show what we have known to be true for the past
eight or ten yeers.

I am not in politics end have no influence whatever,
but wish to join the good people of Loulslana in
aslzing you to do what you did in Kanses City - clean
up the political corruptlon here.

This letter is not written to harm snyone, but to
ask that you investigate the activities of the persons
named above, and to continue your good work,

\Respectfully,

Lavrenns Cof Puch. vb%
j
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hagust 10, 1939
ACH:LL
62-32509 _137  @6-1045=56 9t 1 PRGny

Booclal Agent in Charge
New Orlzana, Louiziane

Rez CRISE COMDITIONS - LOWISIANA
Toar Sirs

Thare are incloc.t hLarewlth 4wc photo-
static eoples of an ancnynrms letter received Ly
the Atteriny Gepersl on July 26, 1339, together
with two phiotostetic co.ies of the envelepe in
wiich it was meliled, Lostueraed &t Seini Fraucise-
ville, Louscizne, July 27, 1939. It is desired
thet one cupy Lo furalshed by your office to
Paited Stutes Attorney kene A. ¥iowsce, Bow
Orlﬂmq;

Very truly yours,

Johr: Edger Hoover

Director
Ir-losure
! .‘.K\: ;‘ Pl v F‘E{ ‘; i\..-‘f\
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Mre Wwrghy, V.8, A‘M
Yeshtngton, B, C, e A

" (1F Rosevstomemt Ammssmum e M%ﬂc
of Bane wmier Te Dy Gtm 12 K mlurf ‘who had this In churge, .
The eomgtm i grafs snd poutms was m b.;-. . M v
grefés on the Covermmont Py charifig outraissdbus pridds to tonnants .
for ald half dsad mules gnd horses and gupplies, These poor tenmemd .

‘ . farcierw worw cumpellad $9 pwy from Whe Aoefars of the offise fa S

: " charge, They could mot get theiwhacxa m by on opefi Mazkoed.

__ ’ They hed o buy whers the di; shots would ged thoir grafh, Tiis

4 was a regular recket. THay had $heir M‘“M %0 paﬁ o louns

e which wll god grafe,. ) _ S

an in dharge w; 017166 Te D Gilnore, Mr, Hiller - forcad
to have politios grafiors £111 oud, Commid%aes on lorne passed on
losps who uouid Rot load & copper eent of thair om who lot out Gove
AN © znd %ax money like wetowrs Comiittes for Cove, Dassod am Loam ~
: e Te mtl“dgﬁ’ Jas, E:Qﬁ*ﬂ'mﬁry. - ?. Donjel -~ mn & cortuptions
Yule & swrply a-uw%? 9¢ Rosental} Joe Rinawio, K, Te Harrell,
Ae We ¥olond, Yffmaie Doquilla, Lee Rohinm, A%e Sterm, Thox,Butler, Robt,
FiShﬂri
In orﬁeﬁ' % pob the truth ~nd 1w domi ack oitizen of
the parish -Bout $his geafs, and ®ulte snd alpro toonnants. They
111 ghow "m'r yo Rove stuck th: Gevor-tmemt snu tax poyers. Mules
ars 0dd age emi dead &k Yownr &t sclosed & mevTer will pry off,
Pz inrratigete. .
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Send a O Man plum eheak m m tha P.Y.A. Ccm-wtim Ln wm
Feliciana Pariek. PWA roads paving from Bains . $o '_%
Stcte Peniteptisrys By T Hy Korten & ox ‘geverior

who backed up the gralt & pouﬂu on wutim hiri.ns; Law

W d oo Fabh dnw  Bcwwa

FEAYS }"Jitiﬁﬂ & Fe ) EarPtior. . ARiS gob waR .\wwzeﬂ - e

'mmﬂwzlormx

he sentincied thay puili itk ,ﬁ,»‘h k=
TUE 3t 40 parlah Ter
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gt & wmwatwm Tou ean P1RE st f‘ﬁ@k . L Mp N 4%
Py bo¥tan o nir ¥R AR odg Pt PA Sar ¥ye 1dne ?:‘@h st
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AL rab ban oumene wiFhes g -'z ;9. sormpslan R Alits eooa
Hope:ts Jrom $0% ‘;.13-;»;*.& Lo el A Fian furthor ot SNARDS
of %sx puyers Ior grultsre to nake woney. Coatttee on this
Taster. kv, Cambell, J. R, Motthew, Joe Rinsudo, Joe
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e H. .uuuw:u, Fd O e

Rogental, Fr-uk Spohm, E& Robd, Jas. tubo\mn

Ploesse Inves¥igate theoe Iindings for the %ax poyars who pey
taxes., Also investigate theé publie wlfm Qf the Perish.
Ask the oltizens who pey taxes. : “ o
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Deu- lr. Dolagnrsu o
Tute i1l seknovledge reosipt o“?'ng ettes
dated -Tvb 0, 1939, addresced to the Hono
. Wurphy, atmm Cenere}, sud which 138t has m
referred fo this amng or dppropriate, @Qmum,“

It is noted fa ym“ letter that you request . .
| that an investigation be aade of the lmus{lm part-"wh o
- meat of Public Felfare. In this gonnection, . m 1Y SR s

sugjest that in the event you have any information eonu-

cerning violation of Federal law that you aay be desirous

of furnishin; samse direct to United M-ates Attorney Reos

v;oscn, at “ew Orleans Loud.a - _
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e Bgan.
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o COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
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e law
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" groups, IRt gradually J : . e ;

- Chlef of Police EKing > heen MY oh al charge in connection with the

who was n his rent 8 corruption, has _enjotyed an interesting immunity
0 T Pelore on Income tax charges

BOW. | wes indicted once ( 1 y
nept was sccep ttt&rmpdeamotﬂueym“m%
al reconciliztion between the heirs of the Long gang an
‘) the New Deal which has become famous, “intamous, a8 the Sec~ -
qond ALO ghe M‘Purrchaae. e lseit Qas é.riﬁéunbeﬁ 1n explaua
of the comprom ) -
' the Sormene there had Dbeen "

tén of the Federal ernment’s action that
e hers” in Louisiana, md Homer Qum_mir}gs hsdw ,

By . 3

€ity Pollce herdmuaciory o taaby c%t%

_ fuarters b

he had no statement to m& f_pat 7
“A man by tgusuohed ¢ son

12 name of
was picke‘c} up last night bg thsl:%iy
partment,” he ggi “There {5 noth:

d.
Ing nrmusual in th . . . 3
2 o vt e s St B 2% i e dian
gh ra a e ‘ PED. . i he gt T
to the Jaﬂtgasoi ﬁﬁ?ﬁe and was taken “ Wow the same department, under & new and younger Attorney
' r of course, He ' General, Mr. Mu , has indlcted Mr. Weise because certain
ere sent through the malls in the perpetrs‘.tl_on of &

‘d]oc?rgemnt% alleged b0 have been fraudulent

ea e ave u . L

' Tha income tax case was much more fraudulent, but neéither
nited Btates a8 Mr.

" one tnvolved such fiagrant defiance of the U
Welss’ conduct In a previous affair, the investigation of the election

t In
5" by fraud of Urited States Senator John W, Overton. ..

) Boasts bf\rDﬁﬁ'hg ‘Senate Out * R
. ' defled a subcommittee of the

asked to come i this ornln

. N
¥:30 o'clock and a2t that t'I‘;ne hegw“
questioned by mygelt and by Aa:-

Eistant District Attor

ney Fr ] - .

iiir;té for about helf an hoﬁ_ I;,Z’ : ' n that tovestigation Mr. Weiss
dur under arrest, he was not yn ! United States Senate in hearings in New Orleans and taunted
no cpacst 8t any time today and Genera! Ansell, the Benate’s counsel, to step outside the room, the
e arge has as yet been mag suggestion being that he would punch the generai's ears off. Huey
g&inst him € Long was ?:esent, interrupting the proceedings and leading &
~, packed gallery of political hoodlums, some of whom were armed,
in disgrderly derhonstrations around the door, Huey was riding

who was his treasurer, had confldence
that Huey's resourcefulness wogld pull him through any embar-
rassment with the Benate. - .. = T S
<7 1,0ng afterward, probably to this day, 1i has been Mr. Weiss'
boast that he practically ran the United ftates Senate out of town,
although now that there has been another «change of atmosphere”
hat more demure about his defi-

in New Orleans he may be somewha
ance of a body which has been known to defend its dignity with &

. terribly switt sword when challenged by less troublescme men

than Huey Long. . - ‘ :
_ Overton was elected as a Long stooge by the aid of & system
of dummy candidates and fraud in the baliot hoxes.

“None of your business,” “¥es,

On the stand Mr, Weiss replied
d “You are ridiculous” to General Ansell as

I refuse to answer,” an

the Senate’s legal counsel attempted to obtain information &s to

the source of campafgn funds and their expenditure. When he

gald, “You are ridiculous,” Huey interrupted to say, “He might
- nvite you putaide." At this suggestion Weiss, who sometimes

acted as Hiey's physical protector in small scuffles, challenged.

“No, he has much better sense than to do that.”

- Weiss "Confe__mpi Overlooked

SomeWh&f.’fﬁ.‘ter Senator Logan of Kentucky threatened con-
tempt proceedings against Mrs, Hilda Phelps Hammond of New
Orleans and other Loulsiana women for insisting that Overton be
thrown out of the Senate according to the law and several prece-
.dents. But Mr, Welss' contempt was overlooked, and in the course
of tim® he became again an intimate political friend of James A.

arley and a toiler for the Louisiana department of the New Deal
nder President Roosevelt.

His conduct and the conduct of the Long machine in the
Overton election were condoned, if not indorsed, even though
* Benator Connally of Texas said in a report on the Inguiry: “Such

) devlce"—-mea.nlnﬁsthe dummy candidate system used by Long
to elect Overton—"1s & fraud on the right of any free people, be-
cause 14 is absolutely impossible for the public to know whether all
the ballots were put there by voters or by hand-picked political

bushwackerse We find that in New Orleans there was fraud.”
Senator Connally also sald that the Long system of assessment
jtical funds, administered by Weiss, was “a

- and extortlon of g)
; vicious system un which helpless victims can be made th -
tims of extortion.” ) > e S .

With such e ences In his tlr.ua.ost. Mr. Weiss may feel
disturbed %y the fluttering activities of Mr. Murphy in the hew
disturbance to dat< ‘The atmosphere of Loulsiana, and particu-
arly th af Nev ene, 18 subject  to sharp, unpredictable

230

" high &t the time, apd Weiss,

REEVES PROMOTED |
BY I. C. RATLROAD j;

Robert -
New Orleans, %zmbeen’ fo:merliy ol
;is:i?;am fraffic manager ﬁgp&gt%d
s a: 'mgentral raflroad Bystem, lt;
hingdis ounced yesterday, succeed-

g e late Martin I, Costley
d piLs eppointment as fead of the
N Dun s Central trarfic department "
: ! 2w Orleans returns Mr. Reeves [

here after an &
, absence ;
,I}Jears, during which tlmeofhethrli-ee
Cen assistant trafffe menages at
Memphts, )
. Reeves came to N sang |
; 2:, ln!9t12 asél a?sistant geneez:lorigggg =
yr_e an or three and
}wlr"ar's he’ had charge of the ?re?gﬁuli
] .;:;.c vwork of the railroad tn this
ol gjg‘. é!ncer the supervision of Rob-
) ; - Perkins, In 1915 he re- |-

slerned his TNiinols
Central
E?nlgto be meanaging direcborcgﬁ?::
JC:T”.;rdeleben interests In New Or.
ui“'i‘?-, and continued to reside here §;
{ m 1903111.arv;mencne went to Mem, RS |
s. es C. Cameron, vige. |
E}”ggéfnenctamog té.hg Il!(i)nols Cengfgl .
ew Orle -
::gllll Mr. Reeves m his ;’éivb%cfﬁ-
- John R. MacLeod. former
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N JOHN DELAGARZA, JR.

PONCHATOQULA, LA.

20th of July
;)R 1 9 3 @

Hone, Frank YVurphy, Attorney General
United States of America
Washington, De Ce

Dear Sir:

- =1

A "The Ferrmers' Friend", one of the lergest ferm pap-

[ ersIn THe "stote of Lovisisnc, I have devoted the
createst port of my tln: o the study of the Louls-
lene Denorticent of Public welfcre and its' connect-
ions with the political factlions of this stzste,

JJSince my resignctlon some months ago as editor of
Llex

Ls T have zlways been intercsted in povermental
eld Tor the c.zd and the needy, I wos disapoointed
to find that my study revoals the faet thet fuands
that rigntfull belong te unforitunate peorle, are
belins, ¢ squandered by the politicnl SQﬁlniSiTlthn
thrt ore novw 1in povwes>» herc In Loulsianz,.

e foet thn i i > furdszs reoulred
< ciis deseriiont gre furnlclod by the
crol Coverment, c11 umo g to conduct £n
stion o slana pertmint of Pulble
the earlliest possible tlues My olffice
be ready ¢u ony tlic to coslist wou, if
voon vhe occoslion denconds it,
ow WY give tiile moiter your pro
YA 11 -
e -
1,

[
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i
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“cowcznulmc. MONTE E iIART, savmou&kyz:ss, LOUIJ(LESAGE RELEASED j;ﬁ%xi

L 1

TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND EACH LATE YESTERDAY.. J_EMOR Anams | o

RELEAZED SAME BOUD TODAY. JAIES 1ONRUL\QMITH IN FEDERAL JAIL NEW °~

T \

ORLEANS A"JAITING ARRAIGNIE! JT. [—\L.L SCHEDULED FOR ARRAIGNVFENT NEW B

.OFELEANS JULY TWENTY FOURTH NINETEEN THIRTY NINE, TRIAL DATE NOT E\} :
SET BUT EXPECTED WILL BE BETWEEN AUGUST FIFTEENTH AND SEPTEMBER ET

FIRST THIS YEAR, L P%«BLRNATHY RESIGNED TODAY FROM POSITION gm

CRAIRMAN LOUI‘IH‘JA STATE HIGHJAY COMMISSION. SOME CIVIC BODIES g \-“

DEMANDING PJ,.,IGNATION SEYMOUR W;_ISS FROM POSITION PRESIDENT NEW g

ORLEANS DOCX BOARD., USA EXPECTS ANOTHER INDICTMENT THIS WEEK AGAINET

© MONTE E HART AND JANES MONROE SMITH FOR MAIL FRAUD CONNECTION 1;;
i o
FOURTEEN THOUSAND OUE HUNDRED NINETY SIX DOLLARS S“”W”Ixuﬂiﬁiﬂw_* -
. RBOORDED é ?[ 5’5}
CHECK ISSUED BY LOUISIANA STATE UNI&ER 11y T8 tiar1d (g U ETER T
- INDEXED. |7z S ST
CONPANY INCORFORATED I FUUjY EHT OF TAYES DUE u‘ﬁ&w EOF ”f:*r;‘r-;vasm;m
) SALE OF LEE CIRCLE HOJ#T ue#ll TAYES UNDZIR PURCKASE CONTRACT #° 1439
{ 34 F Iy
 WERE TO HAVE EEEY PRORAFCD BETWLLN VENDOR AND VE D EEL S DEFiELic 18 Mgl!
_);'L . Y ,.-Q "
™ SACKETT , ¢/ + e A
o ) M\&ww Q.

E1iD | “7] 14 /31
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“'" JOHN EDGAR HOOVER - f - .o ™ _ _
DIRECTOR : . v .“_
L - . §1‘1 S
: ’ ' Federal Bur a of Inunﬂgattmt
* - United States Bepartment of Justice
Mashinaton, B. €.
. . " E . " Ao njr' H":’-bu ‘«-"-'5-“-* i .:‘-
EAT: Dl | August 3, 1939 o far e e
. - ’ ) - Mr. r\‘ichc}n,,__,_h_-;i
. Ale, Hmw-:r.‘__",‘,__ Q
/’_ ) FrL Eaneg 5
Mr. Qvirn Parrn :
Mr. T L7 !
I o B }
. MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE T
-‘:7 While in the Attorney General'’s Office
~ on July 261Th, Miss Bumgardner advised the Attorney
General that Mr. Emil]Hurja had called and advised
at the Raleigh Hotel might

that Richard #. Norto
be in possession of information concerning the

i New Orleans situation which might be of interest to
the Bureau. Subsequeni efforts on the part of Bureau
Agents to contact K¥r., Norton indicated that he had

checked out of the Raleigh Hotel.

EDW. TAMYM
AN
RECORDEL |77 e - |
& é,{_',‘"‘-?' D B A
- : INpExED |~ — : Z.,;f.. o
- :  FELCR2L BURFAL 0 g ]
- RS B 1 I\
- U ngfnfa o X\“
» ya ) N
3 N :‘ ‘, b:\' x‘)' ' 3 ):" '

- . ; : ‘.‘ e
. L R S
E - -
.



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ‘ ) } L S

(=] REC‘;OR [

- © Bederal Buregy of Investigation

4 . United States Bepsrtment of Justice -
ACH:AT Washington, B. ¢.

July 28, 1939

i

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. F. SEARS

In line with your instructions to contact Mr. Richard
¥. Norton at the Raleigh Hotel and to interview him con-
cerning matters in New Orleans, 1 telephonically contacted
the Raleigh Hotel, and was advised that Mr. R. W. Norton
had checked out early that morning.

Respectfully,

A, C. Hayden

L Sr——

RECORDED 6 )_ - ?2&'0"/_ ~223
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Beu Orleans, Ioulsjans R TR e
ngtuts,lm | e

s with past
romrdod to you with this letter I
. !. Se mm. M-.to:rnw of. Now orlal&nu. tehphnlanr
‘advised this office that a olerk in the Matson Blanoche Depart-
nent Store had told him that the Hospital Boerd Lad received
sons oondamnad X-ray ecuipment for the Chéarity Mospital snd
thet the Cherity Hospital used it just the same, after tiw s

. equipment was rcpa:m for m” ,ﬁ M“,_“ m 1 |l . o
: Maim. L .

N m:-o is ono!mad hM&h & datad My 35.
from GHERTTR ¥ .Imm, sdout whon m Tos has rauind wos.
“vious cmxnicatiom. ISR LT e S

Aluo enclnsed is an nnaigmd latter rroa laomho. La..
dated J\IJJ’ 38‘ 19590 o
: Also enclosed is en anonym sommunieation addvessed '
to the Grand Jury, Baton Rouge, loulsianaj copy of letter sddressed
to the Times-Plcayune, Citizens Voluntary Comaittes of Loulstana,
and Yoderal Burem of Investizationj and eopy of letter addmm
to the Tima—?icnyzmo. H’n Orleant. Lonisfana, -

p e meﬂvm.,
. D EXED J—
;g v e E RNy
v i e et e A f" N
- B, £ Sadgfiaa g ool e

CM LIS S Cpecinl ‘jrent in Chnree
62-978
Enclosures .,/ '

cc-Buresu e
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-~ They
. Gesieral was t9 get

“'strest would talk to hdortt in%atiga
Governasnt official bring tg tha site
J New Grisans i AL Cliey “ive w
xehmsm, ‘wonte{lart, BeymourYFelss and no '

.Rot be prosecuted l.a the Federal Court tm ihe' own ib:l bﬁ,
“a Pederal lawj that to’ father evidence against the politic e
sould e difficult as the persons who cap furnish the lnfomuoa huo IR
uadoubtedly viclated soue Federal law, and will not testify unleas” ginn .
. some proaise of iamunity. They could furmish no specific information
; concerning Tederal vioiations or persdns who could furnish such informa-
.« .. .tion. Further they belleved that this was uecessary to succepaful
554 Tederal prosecution in New Orleans bscauséd 6f the strong pover of tho
= politlcal mhmb hended b.v mntarl md Eemur Weise.

i Me _Gostollo and Hr, lloxil :ta.tod thet the poople {n the atroet -
© fmt lave confidencs 1n the offlce of United &tates Attorney Rebe . SR

o _

= sca, as he 18 a known associate of Robert Heesteri, and that the .
o/ TorTowing United States Attorneys are pouucam oblizated to the
Hr. !tasatoti Il Welcs uachimss

.1 Mr. Nothan

: M ED A Faimm,

Slrotofey LR

e, Epaw ‘Q\ 4 ] .
r.r ( T bhe concrete “Fo-improve the office of the United States
PP astorngy was that the Attomr Gensral needs & good young lasyer in
Y [y sans, who c¢an furnish inforsation copcernigg anyone with

S11tipul cuomectious, They recoanended & Robert JAnesworth, m

“could pollaborats with Mr. Rogze.\ They further suggested that the
“Foderal Grand Jury and petty Jurdes he {awsbtigated % prevent &

recurrence of acquittal in tiefvent of trial, such as took plauce

i at the tize Abe Bhusman was yiad for 1ncodé tax violatiem. o e s 2 e
v Co . Vel -
N \J i e

”
L

wfms DESTROYED
370 Sk 17 le«
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' g F o 2 e,
tr. Cosullo ulvlaed that lhcy Long, in his effort %o dofeat

his impeschment as Governor, had to Eévure momey from Nober$ -~

lac:tcri and thua nbli:rntnd himlf h tha palitical machine of

= wes = . —

Iu-teri, l'eiss, xu-t md &amn.

<L

. \«_ !

P Lo “-' i N -5 i
a D v RS U

. £
) Mthorurermcoiamtowmrmdmmmofxm
- 1.7, 1939. rorurdhug MOrutim_MM YW lhrt;y Gostol.lc.

\)\ Rotermo u made o the u'tieus thnt have appeared in tbo
Washington Eerry-Co-Round, concerning the Louisiana political situationm,
and statements attiributed to Mrs, W. A.XTherpe, former secretary %o
Ruey Long, that ths Attorney Ganeral e down to New Orleans snd
aade & piocus speech and did not do anything sbout it. MNrs. Thorpe,
upoh interview denied making the statements, and adviszed she had besn
intearviewed by H. JJ Coctello, who clainod he was a scout tor Pearson
apd Allen. : . ‘

, Itiam}aaungtomtethatmm ththropr-
santatives of this Bureau have notations to Bo
who undoubtedly are the mtora of the ¥a

Raapoetmn.r,

‘-1.; 3

W <

-

John Edgar llnmr

X Di.reeta:f

[

L

Oy
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bLYnOJniWEIaS,//_ENOHY‘ADAML, LOUIb

JRMES MONROE* #ITH TCRAY FILRD ﬁEQU

AND DERURNERS TO THE MAIL fRAUD IND o
PEFORT THE US DISTRICT COURT NEW ORLEANS."ARGUMENTS WILL'BE

HEARD THIS FRIDAY, ON WHICH DATE THE FIVE SURJECTS ARE SCHEDULED
SpEAR TAD r Teuwe RECORDED & ) — .
O AFPPE  ARRAIGNMe[i Ty . INDEX
T FPEAR FOR ARRAIGNM]:I D ED ‘bi)\/ 3;5 09 »j\)_\
(LAsT BATOL aCUGE FARISH GRAND JURY. JUST RETURE PR AL BUREAULOD NG S TIBATION
RS FOLLOWS, KGAT:T LEOIYUEISS, THE ARCHITEC& anDp ANGESB1dRR3E"

. l“
SII1H, CHARGING WeTSS WITH FlLREZILING FIVE TwouHéiaﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁThfdk ‘ﬁip
T

i.
i

AND FIFTY DOLLAKk: FROM LEU, AID:2D LY SKITHS !THE SECOND IH\'?;PT il

CRAZGES DR CPARLECKIGETO, STATE SELATOR AND FOLITICAL LEADER,
& UiUZ CT0RE- IN BATON ROUGE AND D H

UG STORE TN BATON ROVGH @EER VWITE ORTAINING

BCOAND m‘“”TY‘”V NTS PY FALUSE PHETOLLYL,

T TV D OPERCOMY UITE CRTATMING CTUTH

e

Eﬁ :TY TiRLE CEL RY FALSE PRETHHSLS,

et T e - R ix )‘ . e IR A ~
Lo DD OF DU RORV Y : LoW Wi vyl 2iinpns sl B
.e,, .
% .
=
- - - V. o : LTy AT T ST T b
| } o N 1 1 S 1 :I“-' a7 I"W:Hyo THI }'IZI.I;}'. Ll .



T”UI”THLJTC AND WILL GONVEWE AUGUST FIFTVE“TH N ¥ Te

SETETANT ATTORNEY GENTRAL ROGGE IS NOW HA

INDIVIDUALE CONNECTFD WITH OTI CONFANIFS TESTIFY. BEFORE FEDERAL :
GRAND JURY RELATIVE TO GRAFT PAYNMENTS MADE TO STATE OFFICIALS N
CITH THE CBJZCT OF LNCOVERING FEDERAL INCOME TA: VIOLATIONSe ..

FELTIVEL,, 100V In, THESE PERSULL ARE HOT BEING FRANK AND

TRUTHFUL EEFORL THE GRARD JURY.

3

SEVERAL DAY: LC0 7 GROME OV T “T”ITUAL CELLING luuﬂuLLkE TrE
T C A CITTAr f\yﬂ T 1w T
CITIZENS VOLUWTARY COMMITTEE, OF WHICH JOQLFH AvRlIRLY 1o

e e et

CHAIRLNAN, FRUFUSED THAT ONE:QF THREE PROMINENT LOUISIANA LAWYERS
ALCLFTALER TO l?Eﬁ Eo APFOCILTED TO CORDUCT THE STATES INVESTIGATION
ILT0 THE VARIOUS IARLGULARITIL:E, TODAY GOVERNOR LP\}«.& LONG IN A
COGIIMICATION TO AIRLY DrCLINED.TO AFPQINT-ANY OF THE:EHATTCQN?YS
AT EVPRLLEZD COLFIZENCE I TVE ;PEQ;AL ASSISTANT TO THE LTATE

ATTORIEY GRLHERAL J FAIR HARDIN AND OTHERS NOW HANDLING TFE

- - -
INTUIsIc.

P : T e
SHRCKETT .

T
- '
FURE -

Mo %
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RE: msxm szwarxa::;—=_'

' In connection with tl:o atuehod Mqtypo,cmmu cation .
 from New Orlnns, dateé July 31, 1939, a l‘ﬂ!ﬂt&tj to mt)uﬁ».

awm Toossdd ootdan o ns o BEYYE e P PP e P A N
®ii AUTYEPLALD VLV witvh AWLWLIPOUE W WLLLLGR JGTVLAP BF jﬂ wRE WYL ll'

registered his yacht befors he becase » cium of this coustry, L.
called BAC Sackett and told him to tell Wr. Rogge the Burceu feals
these metters should be hsndled by the people who sre investigating
the "ot oil" investigation as it appezrs thet William Helis is the A
owner of seversl oil companies involved in this investigetiom. I \
also told Mr. Seckett to turn over to Mr. Rogge all the complaints N
of the 1rrezulu-itioa in the WPi, which were mentioned 1n thia _Saae

. Seletype. 70 RECORDED & INDEXEDHY 0 2 "? g Grag

TR gy ‘talking to Mr. Backett, aud wi; , L d‘-év,u'
nttwhod telotype from New Orlesns, dated July 31, Fm WN\ #5TIE0)

. to Shirley ﬁhﬂy, T informed ¥r, Sackett t mm Q'M S}

wented a v discreet investigetion cu@:::kd of} this hi AR

 background, associations, et cetera. Wr. ot m «»_ \

started this mmugmé.. - %%%M % ’

' O

: Wtk reference to the .tueh%uhmmm laanl..,. Y. ;.;ﬁi
datad .'tﬂr 11 ; 1979, relatinz to Honta B ardt_ Mt Prand. T tald )

BFLTJ " Sy e sREee W3 saVwmy & Ywaw

Mr. Seckett the Director thinks this invdstigstion ss to whether B.
J. Daly was retained on Dr. James ¥, Smith's own initistive, Should . .
be made by the Post Office Inapsctors a8 this pertains to a Mail Fraud

" and in order thet the Buresu shall avold say friction with the Post - .
Office Department. The seme procedure ghould be carried out in com- . -
neetion with the sugaested interviev with J. mory .ladau : .

-

- o In couuection 1 tha infomtion furnlahed in the
attached teletvne from Mew lasng . deted .fulv '31. ]Q?Q- informing

of the alleged tsp on the §hited Statea Attornay‘a t.alephona, I told

‘ #r. Seckett the Dir’ector &d instructed he furnish this Informstion
to Mr. Hogge right eway. Mr. Seckett replied thet Mr. Rogge would
probebly went the FBY to do something sbout this snd I told him to
tell Mr. Rogce, if this occurred, thet it sppesred thet the best thing



Rr. Seckott sald he had W_mg
¥he radio sddress of Shirley G. Wiaberly But as yot bhad
successful. I told him that no officlal request should for
this at this time and he said that in the future all neb qq!drum N
that were mads would be recorded 11' passiblo- LT

A [ S
: ? e g
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¥ .
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e .
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S aTyRT
wrI1 02 JRIUANS m-3la73G 3=-85- M WH
n DT
LOTISTAN STAT: OFFICIALS INFORMATION CONCERNING, T CONFIRRED WITH ASSISTANT

ATI‘ORI\’PY GANERAL ROGGE H.ND U s A’I’I‘ORNEV VIosca 'I'OD!-LY. THF‘ PRESENT

- v-:_'i-""“ ,:

RTRN
a

/QOVﬂJOR}LLCﬁE, ALLEGEDLY PERNITT:D OIL cowmms 0 EXCEED PRODUC‘I‘ION Q.UOT'A RE—- at
CEIVING CaSi CONSIDHRATION OF ONE HUNDRED. FORTY :.'.IGHT 'I'HDUS.!ND DOLIARS. oF 'rHIs L

aﬁjYTnO'Lm WAISS RECZLIVED SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND LECHE SIXTY SEVH\I THOISAND

,/ ra’4d |-" / 4 o r (‘('/3

DOLLARS. LECHE APPALRAITLY PAID INCOME ToX ON T~IIS S0M IN HIS FEDM R"TURN, Homm

NLISS APPARENTLY ILLEGLLLY DEDUCTED TAIS AMOUNT FROM HIS FEDERAL RETURN ROG(}R

r“—i

"~ PRISENTLY CON3TDFRING INDICTIMENT WEISS FOR INCOME TAX EVASTON I'FIIS AMCUNT IN NINSTEE@

TAIXTY SIX. ALSO PRESANTLY CONSIDFRING POSSIBILITY OF INDICTING MPJ.-BTRI. WEISS AND
LemEy IT'}I{D'P oIl DRI LLNVOITE HOWVRE | LEGAL "URSTICON EXISTS 4S5 TC WHETHER THIS DEJ‘«L‘-
Vad TTVICLLTIOY OF T TRl LOREFLMITT Or LERT 4 STATZ GRaFT OF PA RT OF THRSE THREE
PEASCNS. MR OROSSE NCW DCOING RISEARCH ON THIS JUESTION BXFORE DECIDING WHETHER TO RE.,

TURN TALZ PARTICULAR INDIOTMENT.EXPICTS FEDERAL GRAND JURY TO RETURN THY: INCQWE TAX

INDTCTMENT AGAINST N2ISS AND POSSIBLY THIS.HOT OIL INDICTMENT THIS FRIDAY. ASSISTANT r
- e [
i

E N L TTURIEY GANER.L ROGGT NOX CONCENTH.TING ON THESE TWO WMATTERS AND FOR THE TIME BEING
™. .3 DISCARDEL THE WP4i IRRAGULARITY POSSIBILITIES AND OTHsR POSSIBLE FEDERAL ANGLES,

alTHOUGH THE INV.LITIGATICIS REGARDING THOSE ARE STILL BEING OONTINUED BY T‘-iP_. OTH.'*E//

FEDRAL DVESTIOATIVE 46 3038 00enmp ¢ [NDEXAD | éo{ X 1A

sane R ]

I JUST RECEIViL TIFORMATION TrOM A PERSONAL CONTACT, A tf ORPAGES . o1y Emﬁ'cw" W {HAS

R IN THE PAST FURNTCHAD 3 EXCAILENT AND RWLIABLE INFORML.TION, TO PH:2FFuCT THT ! \‘:I
e - P e MDD e T R .
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MONTE E. HART ETAL MATL ¥RAUD. O. JORN ROGGE nmtiasrm TEAT OGRS . C

N MONROE SMITH BE INTERVIEWED TO DETERMINE IF B- 3'. IMLY. &!ITHS ‘

ATTORNEY, WAS RETAINED ON SMITHS ONN INITIATIVE OR BY SUB-TEC‘I‘B

i e

GOHNIK}TED N INVE‘STIGATION AND SUGG}'BT '1‘0 M‘l’ﬁ POSSIBtLITY OTHH

A g

SUBJECTS MIGHT BE USING DALY TO 'H-IEIR BENE]'I‘I' ARD SMITHS DE‘IRDJH‘!‘

e
2

4 ;
e *

ROGGE ALSO REQUESTED THAT J.EMORY ADAMS BY INTERVIEWED IN ATTEMPY -~

TO GET ADAMS TO TALK AND THROUGH HIM GET SMITH TO TALK. ADVISE

SACKETT | )
END L
OK ¥FBI WASHINGTON DG GDH .
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oxsd hyrivith P thotostatle eopfes

: n,ﬁmm.m mmlm{?iﬁa received at the

. nepqrtnmt. and it is desirsd that ome. each be £

mitod Bntu ,\ttornq M A Vi&cug; :
%ﬁﬁ . A

% roam ewd mmrm &ruwt, I.ouiama

R W 12, 1939, 12430 r. !., _pi;md L7} cm:«-;

Lotter dated July 18, 1939, adiressed to Wonorebls

Frank Im‘phy, 51‘5“ Le Jo m‘l’ 8?0’ ald 8.
Alexander Btrcet, New Orleens, Louisianaj

Letter dated June 28, 1939, New Qrisans, lLouisiana, °

I.ouiuim; S e gr

Cenoral, signed "Ioulana mnw,

&  Letter dated July 19, 1939, Covington, Louisiana,
; addressed to the Attornay Gomul;

&’ Letter dated July 19, 1979, addressed to uu u’%omq

Letter dated July 18, 199, uddresaad to the Attorney
~General, from Mra, Wa. A. West, Jr.}
é‘ﬂLﬂnuatod letter, addresuﬂ Lo the Attorney cepemL,

{
NC
fiv

&
[ ]
cal
531‘ o :
addressed to Mr. Bden Hardio, Jrey Ber Orleuu, B
e
2
R
o
L=
&

. ﬂ;ch C siged Mmericen®s  mmoomvmn [ . 22,509 =2
S Letter duted July 16, 1939, signed "Agc :Lm"
e FEDERAL BUREAU DF INVESTIEAT)"
e o . v M nncnmui letter, addrsssed tolt.ho in 07
N COMMY \,NO Attomey Genarajf, post.narl’ced New Orlecand, Lou isA%ia, 4 19
wowane | M AL Ty A1, 191987130 Po Mg ‘ U, S PEPARTMEST 07 #7

o o B

-
Mr. Hosen _* ;1 o M‘& i&ttﬂr dated July 10‘ 1939’ SJLJT“(}sFQQ
.......... L. _ to tre Aftomey General, together with nﬂsm“er .

ar. Nichols ke
[

o a T TP skl BUREAL b OJJ-QQHIS ;

Q. Tamm .1---/ LS oreaxivisloir St ?C
Ar. Tracy __;.‘#_‘___.,_,,__..__. e o R g e o e li. .
Iss Gamdy ¥
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Iermpor cllppin‘ fron ‘ﬂ:o Fn u-ﬂu:um,
.Tum 23, 1939, ler Orlans, bulaianq :

. Letter d“'ﬁ M 14: 1939, aldressed v gh.
Attorney General, signed "Americeaty:::

htter datcd M.y 13, 1979, &ddressed to the

Attorney Ggneral, signed "A Bew Orleans Schoolgirl'
together with newspuper ¢lipping. . .

‘!.ry truly yours,
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. ' Rnited Stntu partmznt of Justice -

New Orleans, Louisiana
August 1, 1959 -

,,,,

S A SRR R e R o
Director, ' | S
Foderal Bureau of Investigatiom, i . - iFfY

~ Washington, D. c. _ e
e - o0 BURIRE R
Dear Sir: R RE: LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS =

‘ \ ' Last evening, July 31, 1939, I had a generél coty o
~ f? versation with Colonel James M.YThomson, publisher of thg}hﬂw Orleans
JTtem and Tribune newspapers, during which Colonel Thomson expressed
n himself regarding thehfuling of Federal Judge Wayne GJ/Borah at
° New Orleans prohibiting newspaspers from publishing the nsemes or
"f disclosing the identity of any of thefgitnesses who testified before
" the Federal grend jury now inquiring into the Louisians political
situation for possible Federal violations,

ISy

I

RV SR ‘.ﬂJ.,’

Colonel Thomson stated that he is personslly con-
vinced that Judge Borah is honest, and that the Judge's intentions
are of the best in connection with this ruling and, therefore, Colonel
§:% Thomson, although this is the firast itime in his forty years of newspaper
experience that he has encountered such a situation, hss up to now made
( no attempt to fight this ruling on the part of Judge Borah or discbeyed
5 the court?!s instructions in any wey. Colonel Thomson takes the position
that Judge Borah's ruling is entirely without precedent and, in his
opinion, technicelly 1s 1llegsl,

t;{ Colonel Thomson stated that the thing he feared most
y as a result of this ruling is that it would create a precedent, e#-
pecially in Louisiena, which would be followed by local end state
courts in future inquiries of a similar nature intc the state govern=
mentel activities; that, 1f so, crooked judges or courts controlled
by the 8tate machine could hide.behind this ruling as a precedent in €
establishing similar rulings of their own in an effort to thwart honest )
and complete investigations. Colonsl Thomson pointed out that in such
.. situations 1t would not be possible for the newspapers to follow the’
proceedings to determine whether all witnesses who have knowledge of
facts were called to testify, and it would enable the local courts to
"quash" cases or investigations very easily followlng out the dictates ..
_ - - o a -
of those in politicel powere ORDED & INDEXED (A -~ 1 i J - a1
Colonel Thomgdn felt that the Attorney Gemeral should
be acquainted with his viewas’regarding this situation, although he did
not ask me to directly iq;pfh'the Attorney General, ; e

e ,
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To the Director, 8/1/39

As a matter of background, for your information, the
New Orleans Item and Tribune newspapers, of which Colonel Thomson 4s
the publisher, hawenot in the recent past fought the state sdministra-
tion and while I am of the belief that Colonel Thomson does not per=
sonally favor the tactics and activities of the stete administration,
he, nevertheless, has not, as a matter of policy, fought the adminis-
tration, His papers have commonly been referred to in the past as
pro state a&ministration.

!

I have of course been in contact with Colonel Thomson's

opposition papers 1n pr nrlesnu_ the Times-Picayune and the Stafeﬂ_ the

managing editors of which aTe very close personal contacts of mine.
The officers of these two papers have not at any time complained about
Judge Borah's ruling preventing them from publishing the names of wite
nesses other than to say that it makes it a little harder for them to
report all the facts, _ ,

I know it to be a fact that the United States Attorney's
office, particularly United States Attorney Viosca, has been inclined to

T Pt A1 AT wr wridb Ehha Mdwa Placemimms and Qbadaosa smatien and A odora
oe mMole 14 LTUMLY WIWVL WilY J-J-IHGZ“IJ.DOJUJJG gl SYvavess EUHP ana o HmLVE Te=

porters of those newspapers scmewhat more information than he has given

to the Item-Tribune, It is perfectly possible, therefore, that the feeling
of Colonel Thomson in this matter is probably the result of the fact

that his papers have been somewhat "out of the picture®™ in the recent
developments so far as close contact with the United States Attorney's

office is concerned,

I thought that I would pass this information on to you as
it is entirely probable that the Attorney Genmeral as well as yourself
may be interested in Colonel Thomsonfs present attitude, Uniess the
situation becomes aggravated in some way, I do not believe that Thomson
will start = newspaper campeign to fight the ruling of Judge Borah,

T em following this matter closely and shall keep you advised
of sny further complaints,

Very trugy yours,

_-B. E, SACKETT,
gf Special Agent in Charge

BES: sh — _-7’ '

#62-978
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d Ausust 9, 1835

apeaiai Ag&ht fn Charpe |
..hew York, New York e

W

*\ : Déar Stri.V $

i L There are tronsnitted herewith -~ - - o
- ~ photostatic copica of an anonymous letter and N
T ' ' envelope addreased to Asstatant Attorney S ~
C D Ceneral 0. Johkn Roggoe stgned "Honest Forimon™ !
v which relates to the alleged actiutties of —

Ralph Hits, I'resident of the National Notel t
¥anagenent Conpanye. Mkre. Rogge has iraonsnitied - o
this communfcation to the Purecu and the copy : ;
enclored herci:ith {8 being furnished to you

Jor auch action and attentifon as you desem .~ -
necassary onc desiradle.

Very truly yours,

Director
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Mr. ToFey oaaoan--

i‘Mr. ClegR - oe- - -

ADDRESS REPLY TO

INITIALS AND NuASER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE RO B Y 9 - RO
e AR ‘: .
B B WASHINGTON, D.C. . E wr. Horbo oo
s Mr. Lester ... ...
., duy 2, 1939, d e fawiet o
“ _‘* 3 T il\{:’. M.chels ..
’;,...{ n%f? G ohir. Resen ..o .
) . p ! ‘;r Mr. Quino Tamm ..
\ ) Mr. i "u‘: .........
: Bt S Miss Caudly......
R = 5 SR
< f MEMCRANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR,
- FEDERAL BURFAU OF INVES‘I‘IGATIDN
T |
AN There is transmitted herewith for such atten-
o tion as may be deemed vroper in connection with the
‘ pending W.P.A, investigetion, an original snonymous’
cormunication, dated July 19, 1939, signed "Honest
Workman", with accompanying envelone addressed to me,
posimarked st New York, relating to the alleged activ-
N\ itles of Ralph Hitz, the president of the National
% Hotel Management Company.

N 4
| 0. ROGGE,

\ Assistant Attorney Genersl.
5 . RE.OORDED T

Enclosure: 103013 NhREED ég? 3&5 ¢ -2/ 2]

. “~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIBATION
AUG 12 1933 x
U, S. BEPARTMENT OF SISIICE \}

e ;- ‘%)f’n _Tsf v@i"’ oY
R




originug comnunicatio dated JulyNgo,
1539, signed "Honest Workman' re alleged
activities of Ralph Hitz, the President
of the XNational Hotel Management Company,
vherein 3t is suggested that the Director
Sor his own good should keep asway and not
stop at Hitz owned hotels.

Ew
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WNre Cang) plenty cdough hidden in vaults and Furope. Why did

e N T Rt ithie

. 0. John Rogge, Asst., Ceneral Attorneg

.

Mashtnﬁton, L. 7.

Mr. Qulao Tamm

veiss, better check ?p on his pal Ealppr- 7 .-

Tnvestigating Seymoun

ttz, Fres.-iational tel Yanagerent Co, (the A1, Capone OJ‘MJHAML“T“"

itz get amay in Thaperau snmugpling case Fhy? v AT Mo e

Tour azents can uncover “lenty iFf they dont work like saps,
:ﬁi,fqll Cor o lot o] free entertaining, Edgar Hoouor-_”or
Yis own rood chould %Te=p away and not stop at Fite orned

¥ 1 - T

hotels, Tod hlese you  an/” e, lurnhy ’“r your your Ronecty -
and eflord to rid U.0. from vultures in the eveniny clothes,

Ll

-
The rangeier Trecutives. Jnnufactures Trust To, ehould chec®
ur on the Xot entertainnents ~iven to erecutives of the
Lant at the Jew lorler otel,

Janccters rocuiives, Torwas and Jweden was a safe pl Tor

e iz %o i uelunlleg v PTo Tonl o Eris srem JLT Tzt -
o rolile ot 1T 000, ST mol urcet iir, 18 eany Tonz

A - .

/s/ Fonect Jortran
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-‘ Thnro aro tranealttod homith ho

e | faomum toples of & lptter da o o
o 939, addresssd to the Atturngr Gonergvtza R

United Stutes Yy Mr. A, ! hrx{, of Coushatta,
Loulsiana, and referred te the s togethey
with two photostatic coples of the 1nclom¢
thereto, It 19 desired that oBé ooy de
furnisned Ly your office to United States

. Attorney Rene A, Wiosca, New Orlsans.
iy : : : Mr. Parry's letter has not been .
R acknowledged.

. John Edgar Hoover y &
. Dirsctor N S

Mr. Tolsen _ - el L ,—:::
Mz, Mathan o’ ™ . ) P A-' . ;gj
™Mr. E. A. Tamm . Inclomr. e —
e e COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
Me. Egpan M Al L £D T
e x AUG12 1933 K|
T L CpoM! '
Mr. btawlor FEDERAL BUAEAL OF INVESTIGATION.

PARIMENT OF JUSTICE

Mr. Mcintire

m—— k)
Mr. Rosen v
™r. Sears ______ ,f i
i <7
Mr, Nichatls ]
— i
Mr. @ Tamm ‘(':;
A

Mr. Tracy

» Miss Gandy
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‘aLr-mu_.m OOLLAR TOLL-FREE THRANE ..A..w}ncnosg REG 'n_'n'f?i* AT COUEHATTA, LOUISIANA

Y A _
7 ‘ pe T e

Hv@hg&féﬁazaxh o “

Coushatis, La.
July 24, 1939,

i

Hon. Frank Murphy, Atty. General,
washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. lMarphy:

The incloseu parer with a marked article, written by me

a month before Gov. Leche abdicated and refused publication
by all Zouisiang daily papers, might be of interest to

your denartment. T T e

¢ fimiss
Sincercly yours for Justice, ;@@’h {
’ ! "I'

TN A prty, P
). H.‘(Ackey%*éirry, !

EL . © L//f 5!,’ , AllG 15 '
S ~ A R \,‘}‘\; |

F. 0. Box 226,
Coushatta, La.

Al . b b

; f ‘)‘l -~ t W
RYEOOTINTT X '?T\TT)EX-EB - _-:_’ 31 _;(L/:// ;_,’__f &
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it ' Federal Burean of Tnuestigpation

Hnited States Bepartment of Justice

New Orleans, Louisiana

July 19, 1939
N

v

Diroctor
Felesral Bureau of Invostigation

Washinastan o R

NUCMAUB YWy M W

C Ro: OLouzszams stars OFTICILS -
- INFORMATION CONCHERNING
LN
LQ Dear Sir:
} Reference is made to report of Special Agent C, W. DUNKER,
\ New Orleans, Louisiana, dated July 18, 19 9, enclosed herewith,
¢ jwhich covers an interview with CW. A THARP nee ALICE IEE .
v OSJEAN, snd her husband, W. A TH.ARP whioh was conducted in
Los A.ngeles California,
e The United States Attorney, New Orleans, Louisisna, pre- 4 )

viously requested that ALICE LEE GROSJEAN be 1nterviewod. It is
requested that the Buresu advise this office by teletype whether
or not a copy of the aforementioned report should be tranamitted to

the United States Attorney at New Orleans. N ‘ 7
/ﬂ%ﬁﬂn

Very truly yours,

1
o « M

CWD ‘ 5. £ SACKETT,
- ' PMH - Special Agent in Charge.
B 62-978
g En(.‘..
! ATR MAIL
SPECIAL DELIVERY . REGC)B-DED s S
. “ & P -335y7 -
Lo €@ ; INDEXED 2 AL
1 ERVE _ ; i FLOERAL BUTEAL OF I'%alTik TPG”{
, O i 20 0
[} -~ . L‘ L ~-—L- , L
/ 1 J i‘ %
!
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REFORT n.\n::n'*"‘f ‘_ B 6A-r-zwnw’hm nsgnh*
New Orleans, tag’, J‘uly 18 1939 J‘ﬂl:r T‘& fi,
TIM K N

TOUISIANA STATE dn:cms

SYROPSISOrFacTs: nms E THARPE, nee ALICE LEE Gnosmuw. employed
) NG as Secretary in 1924 end eontinued !.n o
R eapacity when LONG became Governor of Touisiana. A
! Tn 1929 was appointed Secretary of State o 311 =~ . |
unexpired term and when office was filled by election = -~
1932 was appointed to position of Supervisor of Publie
Accounts, name of which department changed to Collector
of Internal Revenue., This department divided end We A.
‘GOOP placed in charge auditing depgrtment Py Governor
R. Wq LECHE. GROSTEAN believed B, M{ ELLISON and COOPER
influenced LECHE in dismissing hery but advised@ LECHE =~ "~ ..
. .. gave no reeson. Advised she collected five per cent .
.+ 'contribution from employees her department which she., g
oy submitted to J. M{ FUSH, but gb information Pederal %
R funds involved, Advised H. TF COSTELIO, scout fer Lo Ja¥
j ‘ T Washington Merry Go Round, contacted ‘her, Nenied naki.ng !j?
-1 ystatements sbout Presiden ROOSEVELY or Attom“iéy General C
/" JMARPHY which appeared in erry Go Round column. Has,~ o ..
~ " scrapbook of newspaper clippings ebout Louislana from e
beginning HUEY LONG regime end has photosta¥ic copies '
of original elippings She gave to LONG'S widow after S
LONG'S death but denied having other documenta. Denied 3
any knowledge of Federsl violations by State officials
and assoclates, and denied being connected any irregularities.
W. A. THARPE, former Secretary Louisiena State Tax Commission,
advised collected five per cent contribution employees his
department, elaiming he gave ssme to ELLISON, TEHARPE
advised he kept complete ascounting these collections but

no Federal funds mvo}.-ved. THARPE denied information ir-
rep-ularitles Louisighaa State Unlversity. Believed LE:EC_E‘.,

APPRDVED AND SPECIAL AGENT . DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPFACES

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

i
5 Buresu " JUL \2 Q‘E[\.,M e
| d

| 9\

5 New Orlezns LURIES DLSTROYED
450 SEP 1% 1964




£

L T
.

N. O. #62-978

ELLISON, GEORGE CALDWELL and K, A. CONWAY, Secretary
of State, principally involved in 1rregu1ar1ties.
THARHB mtend returnins Lguisim b Auguqt

on July 11, 1939, MR. smns, of the ‘Bureeu, tol.ephonicall "
contacted Special Agent in Charge B, E. SACKETT end advised that the =¥
Director had approved the suggestion of having anAgent of th& wa Orlesns .
Office interview MRS, W. A. THARPE at Los Angeles and that the Agent frql
the New Orleans Qffice should fly to Los Angeles and return_for this - :

purpose., _ . R S L

The Los Angeles Office was telaphonidally contacted and
tad to ;pn?ra nr‘nnngamnﬂfn whn'nb‘hv MPQ THARDE mA‘rﬂﬂ ha nﬁrn’i‘lgh’a fn-n P

ey @ L LALAA LA A W & WL

i te rview. A teletype was then received from the Los Angeles Office
advising that MRS. THARPE would be available for interview on July 14, 1959.

25
m

At Los Angeles, California

Special Agent J., F. HYFES and the writer located _Attorney
CHARLES“L‘;&;QHOLS who was interviewed by the writer prier to the interview
with MRS A. THARPE, nee ALICE LEE GROSIPAN, end her husbend, W, A, THARPE."
NICHOLS requested information as to the purpose for the 1nterviel and was ad-:.
vised that the writer wished to ask the THARPES ‘specific’ questions dealing
with alleged irregulsritlies in Louisiana in conpection with the recent in~ '
vestigation there., NICHOLS, upon request, was advised "that no Federal
process was presently outstanding for the THARPES.. waever. ha ias advised
that he could not be assured that a Federal process would never be issued
for the THARPES in connection with this case, NICHOLS, however, advised
that he wished to have ¥R. and MRS. THARPE interviewed and would urge them
to give full details in connection with this case, as he belleved that if

"‘nn“'ﬂ A4 A Rcﬂra1r\-ﬁ 'ur}'\‘i nh im-r\1"na+or1 +]’|n WA‘D'DN ‘+ urn'n'lﬂ 'hn hﬂ++ﬂ1‘ 'Pn'r‘ +hmn

Luvo ulu i Ad XA

to give complete information at this time than to wait until a later date.

Speciel Agent J. F. HYNES and the writer 1ntervi d MRS, W. A,
THARPE, nee ALICE LEX GROSJEAN, and W. A. TEARPE. care of E. L& CORD, 811
Hillerest Road, Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, California, They Wore 1nterv1eWed
in the presence of Attorney CFARLES L. NICHOIS at his office at 600 South
Grand Avenue, . SERRT

-~ .

3251 TEARPE adv1se&’that she became secretzsry to the Torner
Governor ITUEY 3.’WO}? in lQHémyten 103 was practicins lasw at Shrevevort,
Louisiana; thot when LONG becfme Governor in 1928 she continued as seereizry

e

41
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she held' from 1952 o February 1939. Shy advised, how
"'of ‘the department Wad chafiged from Supervisof af Pabl

© State she handléd’ election ballots, insurence goipaid Tecords, and con- -
_ducted the office of Becretary of State in accoilance with constitutional

~on legislative approval. She advised that ghe d1d pot remember any loans

BN

Collector of Internal Revenuss | MRS. THARPE ad¥ised that as Sccretary of

nravriatana Bhi adwfand Shed whidlo ahae trom Danmad o i s & . -
PLUViIOLIUUDe LU AUVIOSA WiAV WillE 806 wWas DBUI‘SMIT W rﬁﬁa‘?ﬂ she also e .
was on the Board p:_Liquidatiqn_andltpeﬁgyggxgpgb.cqmmissién. She advised .
thet the work of the Board of Liquidation %as t0 recommend loans depéndent

to the Loulsiana State University in thig connection. MRS, THARPE advised
that her duties as Supervisor of Publié Accounts were to collect special
taxes, such as, tobacco tax, soft drink tax, income tex, gasoline tax, and ’
chain-store severance tax. She advised that upon collection of the tax

she turned the money over to the State Treagurer. MRS, THARPE advised thmt
when the office of ithe Supervisor of Public Accounts hed its name chenczed to
the Office of the Collector of Interpal Revenue, the office was split into
two parts, and & man named WASHEURN was placed in charge of the suditing
department, but that this department was later headed by W. A. COOPER,., She
advised that the division of the department was Governor LECHE'S idea; that
the original law was that the head of the Supervisor of Public Accounts
could not be removed except by impeachment by the State Senate; that LFCHE,
however, had a constitutional amendment eénacted which made this position
appointive., MRS, THARPE advised that with reference to hér position as a
member of the Board of Liquidaetion the name of this orgsnization was changed
to the Bond and Tax Board, which neme it assumed in ebout 1932. She advised
that she was Secretary of the Bond and Tax Board a short time efter it was
created, but did not remain in that capacity for more than several months
after it was created, MhS. THARPE advised that the Bond and Tax Board was
the State Board that had to approve-all loans and bond issues of all political
sub-divisions of the State, including the schools,

MRS. THARPE advised that she was transferred from the ysition
of Secretary of State to Supervisor of Public Accounts because E, AJ CONWAY
was elected to the position of Secretary .of State and she was, therefore,
given thé position of Supervisor of Public Accounts by the late HUEY P. LONG.
MES. THARFE advised that she did not kmow why she was dismissed from her
position as Collector of Internal Revenue except that W. A. COOFER undermined
her with LECHE end got her ocut. _She advised that when COOPER was put in
charge of part of the office of,j%e Collector of Internal Revenue, he actually
was getting her jobe That whem this trouble came up with COCFER over his
gettins her job, she talked with D. ¥, ELLISON, who said he would contact
Sovernor LECHE =nd advised that he would call MRS. THARPE before he went
to see Governor LECHE. She advised that ELLISON, however, slipped off to
Covinpton, Louisiana, without telling her, as he had promised her he would do;
that she telephoned the Governor at Covington and upon getting the Governor'sC;Z
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'Q_tasiaence falked to"ﬁLL

‘}imx. tha, go

14, her s was borktng £od Naxd
=~ i gotting $60° snahz*a 1634 that THORE 'ymagg

Hav Snoé kud:.u uut gvu uu.; CULOZ vw& 91 -Bim azd "‘_‘1{‘1 “fm

him | as to ihy he Was naking theab §¥htémants¢ sed
" February 14, 1939, MRS, PHARPE advised Yhat on February 17, 1939, TLLISON
" sald he had a letter rrau the Governor for hpi% Shd‘&&tisQQJtpat thiéiwa

s : S
gev | Youson rom

R : MRS.

.from umyluyees in the St ate of Lﬁhisiana'bagaa aaﬁér %ha ﬁﬁﬁinist;utioa 6£

HUEY P. LONG whan he was a Senator; that it began as a témporary msasure'

for political purposes but became e permanent ﬁhing the. 8ay Governor

LECHE was elected, She advised that W. A, COOPER was the ("..cilleci;cu‘f."B ha
- five per cent eontribution in her department, But that she d4d not kuow °
any other collectors in other depart.ments except her husband, She advised
that this collection was turned over to J. M. FUSH but that she did not
know where it was kept and did not know mbout any books kept gbout this
.collection, MRS. THARPE advised that she did not know the purpose for which
the fund was used and could not estimate the amount of money token in. How=
ever, she advised that the smount of money tekea in by her department amounted
to between three thousand, eight hundred and four thousand collars per month,
She advised that she did not know of any instanoes where Federal funds went
to employees who paid the five per cent ¢ontribvution, She gdvised that same

.did not pey the five per cent contribution but that they were such a few im -
"pumber that the head of the department would not mention it, She advised
that it was also necessary %t take a subscription to "Progress®™, a newspaper
supposedly owned by Governor LECHE; that this newspaper was considered the
Administration newspaper. MRS. THARPE advised that she 414 not know the
political seteup of the State at thh present time. She advised that she did

. not know what connection DR.. JOoEEﬁ[O‘HARA had with the five per cent salary.
contribution, ¥ She advised that she did'nof know about the sale of the =
Bienville Hotel to the University of Louisiana " MRS, THARPE advised that
she had no information as to the property burchased by State officials while

they were in office; that she had no information as to the taxable income of

State employees or itheir assoclates and did not know what businesses State
employees were engeged in wherein they sold products of the business to the
State of Louisiena, .

VRS, THARPE ad,lsj that she had no information relative to the
admiristretion of the Lou151§p§?8tate University; that she did ¥mow, however,
that if the University wou,}d make any loan, it would be necessary for the State
Pond and Tax Commission %o syprrove the loan, She adv1<§t thet she had no in-

Termetion relative to thx irrepularities of JAMES NOMROEJSMITE and barely

imew him,
- Cm %
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MR3, THALRFE esdvised that she was unfamiliar with the s iy
of the VWoris Froge ess Adminisiraticn in the State of Louisiana but under.
stood thet JAMER CIA7ICHER was the head of the Administration. She advised
thet she did not know CRUTCHER personally, however. She advised that she
hed no inside information as to contracts let by the State on which WPA
labor was used or Government funds were used for payments on the contracts, -
V=S, THARPE advised that she had no inside information on how certzin con-
tractors seemed to get all the constiruction work; that she did not know of
eny particular irregulsrities in the letting of contracts. She advised that
she did not Xmow of instances where the contractors "kicked" back money to
the State or State officlials op contracts received, She advised that she
did not know of any connection between JAMES CRUTCHER, ROBERTf MAESTRI and
R. We LECHE, She advised thet she did not know about the twd per cent GEORGE
CAIDWEIY was supposed to have received; that she had no information about where
WPA materiszls were used on private property and no information as to roads
built by WPA labor for politicel purposes, She had no information as to the
use of WPL lebor and materials on the home or property of R. W. LICHE; thab
she did not know the names of any WFA workers who worked on nrivote property
while receiving cowPon ation from the WPA. MRS, THARPE was questioned as to
her knowlel: e ¢f any irre~ul=rities in the Social Security paymeni=, She ade
vised thet she kmew B. W, CASON, Commissioner of Lebor, but that she had no
dealings witl him; that she kad no informstion as to any methods uce? whersby

v to -Pw n+1+‘|n11e pc:'r'cr\h Ao e, OF

finlz were v-id out ¢of the Zeoeiel Security ersons or o St e
cilicialo, Ilwe LT glivised thet she had no information relsti- 4o any
eraft on ‘*e new trid e %elnb built =t B Twn LRoure, She advized thal =%«
Fneyr Il ey - L LT L L, but had ne pamrticulsy ascocdioition iil

him; that she did remember, however, tnat durlng the time LLUE was Zoveraor fox
g few months in 1936 the five per cent contribution from Stete emplcyces wes
disecontinued,

ThS. VHARPR advised that while she wes still in Touisiana a
reporter from the Washin-ton Merry Go Round colurmm called her and sdvised
that he understood she was going to write a book. TS, THATTE stated that
she t214 tre reporter this had been suggested to her zs she had beeL S0 Toung
at the time she had held higsh offices in theJﬂ te of Louil z*'D", Ste - Tviw

that ihis reporter supgpested that fi.r50N en ALIE. of thefiasiin stbon Lerzy
30 Round act rs= collaborators with .her in writins this boo e advised
that 1 ¢ ran whe contacted Ler wes . J. CUSTELLO, who claimad ho wee o
seout Tor PRARSON and ALLLI, Ihkd. TEARPE zdvised that she never mentionzd
Attorney Genersl WURFHY or President ROOSZEVELT to anyone and never said woat
wes guoted in the newquper about her; that she never seid "¥,D,P, bhas e o

et © _'AT-TV’ T ThysTo
03T L oAl eda Ll

edvised that she

RS nT
Fe

practiced ir Loulsizns whet he y;cc:uth in other u—uvvam,u
Lere and riade a picus speecl but that was sll,
e stoleoncnt 8L Wad supposed to have made in a Hasnlnvu noberry GO b
colwm; thet she wos rrestly incemsed over it; thet she, in telling to the
citer, wno cnctine the eistement” TTom o pewspoter cl11r*r et omle wished
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.. econstrued to the statement she. read to ¥ uritex Irom.a newspapey elipping.
o At this pointuattprney NICHOLS ‘Buggested ). ' .
B Attorney General and alvise him that she haﬁ’nq
i appeared in th& llaqhington garry Go ﬁouﬁa
: S > - ‘ é ! h:ﬁ’“ﬂ‘f{ v ’@i Cyyar !
e advised sho hgd (3 scrapbQok of
“which sne starteu about the time WiEY P. LONG becamo Goiernor of Louiaianl _
and maintained these newspaper ¢lippings until after. Xthe death of LONG, and ;g',,
is continuing them to date. She advised that after HUEY P. LONG died, MRS, " .
HUEY LONG requested that she be given the newspaper ¢lippings about her huge -
bend up until the time he died. MRS. THARPE edvised she gave MRS. LONG the
original clippings, but made photostats of these elippings which she had kept
in her scrapbock of newspaper c¢lippings., She advised that she 80es this as s -
hobby. MRS, THARPE advised that she 414 not have any photostatic coples or
any original records other than the newspaper elippings, She advigsed that
the newspaper publicity aboud her having importent dociments was fhlsa- that - ¥
it was' common knowledge that she had the ﬁewspaper clippiﬂgs and she at one
time kept them in bher office when she held a State position, where they were
o open for public inspection. MRS, THARPE advised that E. A, CONWAY, Secretary
ety of State, mlso had newspaper ¢lippincs whiech he kept as a hobby. She advised
that when she first started her hobby she borrowed some c¢lippings from CONWAY
for her first five volumes., She advised that she now has approximately forty
volumes full of newspaper clippings; that these wolumes are about three feet
square and six inches thick, She advised that she had these in a safe place ..
in Loulsiana but would not advise the writer where she wms keeping them. She
advised, however, that upon her return to Louisiena she would be glad to permit
_ the writer to examine any or all of her yolumes containing these hewspaper
clippings, MRS. THARPE advised that while slle was Secretary of State she made
five thousand dollars per year which was augmented by an additional two thousand
dollars per year from the Motor Vehicle ﬁurnnu- +hnt when she hecsme Supervisor
of Public Accounts she received a salary of rive thousand dollars per year
which was later raised to seventy-five hundred dollars per year. She advised
that MR, THARPE asSecretary of the State Tax commission received four thousanﬂ,

-

. eight hundred dollers per year, - A »
A During this interview with MRS, THARFE, MR. THAREE from time 4o .-

m time interposed and gave some information. He advised that when W. A. COOPER
*}_V'* got the position his wife had held he called COOPER a "skunk™ and told him

: he was going to whip him; that he aid not, however. have this onnortunitY.
f{ TEARPE advised that he was fired sbout the same time his wife was fired. That
s the reason he was fired was because he %alked {00 much, THARFE advised thet

after he was fired he recelved a lptter from T.. A.iBARTNESS; that this letter
requested certain information abgut his income, T advised that he replied

R L Ty & T

to the letter written to him by-BARTIELSS, answering all of BARTNESS! guestions
and edvising BARTWESS thet BARTNESS ought to know about his income because he
prepared his income tax stolement for him, THARFE advised that it was evident
someone in the Administre-ion was trying to pull a "squeeze" pley on Lim,
probably for the purpose of meking him afreid to talk., ke advised, however, that

- qﬁgggf
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be would not be afraid to give $hat ceme into bis .
possessionwz.v'l'l-‘mﬁ’l adviséi”"th:% ﬁ% ) Goneg“%qz; of g ¢
salary contribubion &t th ,},{_ i< et
 mission he 4id not k" y any

that he would put the mney ‘I8 an onvolape With tﬁié‘ éﬁ"ihnd %hp amount hi;& g
hand it to ELLISON who would put it in Y safe ;q the . Goibrndr'a‘ qﬁ'ice
" advised that word would uSually come o hia department that 7. ‘H. BUSH. we
coming to town. THARPE advised ihat during the time he ¢ollectdd the rive .
per cent contribution he collectad p&rgonalﬁghecka and enaorsea them anﬂ :
turned them over %o KLLISON, He advised that he 'kept 4fi accounting of éver
penny he had taken in and still '&4 ‘those" bpiﬁk L He adﬂgﬂ ﬁlat t;hef weré
in a safe place but tha:b they would be ona Tor nspection whgn retu.rneq.
to Louisiana.  THARPE advised that t.ho ayroll of he Youisiana: _&; Pomniag
amounted to about one hundred and fifty thousand dollars per year; that thq

most the Tax Commission ¢ould spend under ordinaxy circumstances would be.
thirty~five thousand dollars per year; therefore, the payrcll was *padded® a

great deal and checks were sent to persons who never came Jdown t._o work; that .7 h
he knew their names but had never seen any of them.

THARPE advised that the Stendard Office and Supply Company,

Monroe, Loulslana, furnished all the furniture for the new State offices, which
was pPro rated to the different offices._ Thaﬁ-;hqr‘ ﬂaa not enough money to pey
~for this out of the legislative appropriation, so each department made up the
difference, He advised that he did not know of any irregularities in connection
with this, He advised that he understood that ABEQEHUSHAN furnished all the
window blinds for the State buildingsin Louisiana,  THARPE gdvised that he had
~to pay twenty pr thirty dollars for the eleetion of President Roosevelt, which

he gave to MRJATUGHEIL. FHe advised that this, howevep, might heve been for
the "Paralysis campa{gn + He advised that it was rumored that the Louisiana
Highway Department paved eround the Louislana Polytechnic Institute at Ruston,
Louisiana, in return for g contract by the Office Supply Compamy to furnish all
the furniture for the Polytechnic Institufe. He advised that the Office Supply
Company was reported to be owned by L. Puf THY, thé Chairman Jof the
Touisians State Highway Commission, ¥ adviged thet DAVID ELLISON
advised hin sever‘l months ago thet he haa_let s contract for six' thousand

dollars to GEORGE\CALDWELL for CALDWELL to build a house. He advised that
he knew the house ‘cost more than six thousanddollaers and that he knew there
was some irregularity about this b efare the newspapers came out with all the
publicity about the alleged 1rri§glarities in fouisiana., THARFE advised
that although he understood the State Income Tax Collector wes checking on his
income he knew they had nothing on him. THARPE edvised that it was rumored
thaEFGALDWELL BROTHEFRS . end HA¥T had made a statement to the effect thiet they
pald for everything tbey #ot from the State, meaning that for the contracts
they got from the Stete 3% was necessery for them to psy something to one of the
State orficiels., TEAR-E advised that he believed thet D. M. XLLISCK and

v, . JCOOTER influenced R, W. LECIE in dismissing his wife, This yms € oh=

currdd in by MBS, TEALRPE.
-F-
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He advised that E.___ﬁl\ CONWAY, D, M, ELLYSON and R, W. LEGHE
appeared to be the ring-leaders in Louis'i_d"na, that CONWAY was a "gossipy
. 14 women" t , :

;. 91d woman® nag_ agd ; grery b,

i e " ey

.....

. Monrbe, miaim, ms
. sell naburel gas. THARPE edvised
Louisiana whieh Ias olosed d&-n" h

o A 1. 4 ?
fotese,

+ha: A 4“.- ﬁn%’ i'nn ﬂnﬂ-r -: ¥ ‘
* " fuss about this snd talked about Governor. i.ﬁ: tr?iné 0'é ut, 30
belleved this might havé had something to'as with his d1amidas]
.. edvised that’ when he was 4 1scharged he requaated that I% 8e éi?on q ﬂonth
¥.. - salary but found that the State would only give him fwo ‘Weoks,  He’ adﬂso@
that he would not take thia. . He adviged, f;hat at ihis tine he' ii_,a.q“wg.le_ctéé
four hundred end slx dollars from the empliyees {n hig ants th
‘ ceme to him thet Ji M. YUSH wanted to ses Hisy i THI dviged th
.. made the statement that he would give the. ggni- hundred end six d.011arq to
LEBHE if LECHE would ezivo h!m a _rgcg'ln‘r "rai‘ it, He' m'l‘vinna thet n&m'w woul
*" nok give him a receipt and that no one had* i‘eq_uested thé 'four !mnared jand

six dollars, THARPE advised that he still" ‘Had this money and would perhapa
have to pay income tax on it; that he would not however, turn 1t over without'
receiving a receipt for it. .- = L e AR

;'; é"

THARPE advised that it was rumored that HAMPTON J0IDS, the

father-in-law of LECIE, has an asphalt ¢ompany in Alabema from whom the State
.~ ... purchases asphalt for a price Trom fourteen 1o sixteen-dollars per ton; that
this asphalt can be purchased for six c‘uoljl.nri:= a ton on the regular market,
He advised that he understood that about fort.y thousand tons & month were
. used, THARFE advised that he understood that all the cement used by the State
.. . of Louisiana was purchased from one company but that he 414 not know the name
of this comp a.n{ Fe advised that when MRS, ROOSEVELT sgoke at the Louiglena
State University, ordere came from LECHE that every Stale employee was to be -

present and that they should show unusual énthusiasm. THARPE advised that he
was never around when any settlement was made in connection with any graft
in the State. THARPE advised that he believed LWCHE was a ecrook snd believed
that JAMES MONROE SMITH did not tell LECHE enything about his depredations
for fear that LECHE would want to czet in on 1t, THARPE advised that hs be-
lieved that if LECHE knew anything crooked wasgping on he would not be satis-
fied unless he could get a part of the graft, THARPE made the statement that

“ ~ he believed Judge DORE of Ville Platte, end Judge J. B, FOURNET, who were on
the Board of Supervisors of the Louisiana State University, would not sell out
for less than five dollars. THARTL aﬂ_giseﬂ that DON WELDCN, who was the

Editor of the Hammond Progress, the newspaper of Governor LELEE, gave orders
around the State; that the orders of WhiDON were the same as if they were
given by L¥CHE, partlcularly in regerd to subscriptions to the paper being

equired of State employees, T T wes questioned as to the names of any
persons he believed misht be rgliable to contaet for information pertaining
to irregularities in Louisians. He advised that he believed A, R. JOHISCN,
who was close to theGoverncr but a high type of man, mi. hLt ive some iruorva—

—8-
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"7 Bione " He advisad that he belisved THED 8; LAMNY, the managzer of. the--
Touisiana State Pegitgtiary,,_ wes an_hou Qrablo Rai, .ui_zg ‘ghowed n Ve
93, a .

ety who might bo able’to give. —ng_gmt%@oul
B - THARPR a&visen ‘iat ehortl}' after;im, anmama ¥,

PR were ab thé louisiana State UBLVBI‘HLU" a pu:wu‘e appwvn A0 wm Mur
showing MR. HOOVER, MR, MURPHY and JAMES MONROE SMITH together. He adv sod
that he jokingly remarked that {t looked as though MR. HOOVER end MR, MURPHY
were sizing SMITH Up for a suit, During the first part of the interview

THARPE olzsimed that ha and hiz wife had haen 'n'lnnn{'na a meation fnr n 1(\?‘4‘ IR
time and so after they were dismissed they decided to take the vacatiome . "'

THARFE later on in the interview advised that they left Louisiana to keep .
from being annoyed by numerous reporters and investigators in commection ~ =
with this investigation., He advised, however, that they had ‘nothing to hides :
that neither he nor MRS, THARPE was in any wey eonnected wigh an;r ff the :Lr- o

regularities in Louisianae _ ¥

. Both the THARPES were questioned at length relative to the
polltlcai orcenization in the State of Louisiana, They advised that whem = .7~ -
HUEY LONG was in power he orgenized the government in such & wey that he
would have comnlete control of all departments, and pleced his friends and
pecple he could trust in charge of these departments, However, he did run
the departments as he sew fit himself. Thet after LONG'S death bis polioies
were not continmed in the way he had started them, During the interview
it was determined that MRS. THARFE was thirty-four years of age, end that Lo
the’ THARPES had been marrled a yeer prior to ‘bhﬁ ;no of HUEY LONG‘S death..

:s-',K , ‘ ‘.‘

P

o T e TYTYry B - o 'l...-_'!- Py o - Y-y

BOLL mtf.. B.IIG. M.t(DQ YDARES uanluu. aily AUUWLIoURD ot any pcuuzu}
violations in connection with 1rregularitiea in Loutsiena, They deni.ed that
they had informstion relative to the misuse of Federsl funds, violations of

+ income tax matters, violations of the misuse of WPA materials end violationn
whiah ware allaged to hn':rn heen rn_mmii‘fed by JAMES HONROE SMITH. The '

THARPES aEv;s;abthat they were noiv'. _c;x;s:'tected ;iamy of . the State officials :
in any irregularities, and that they were not{ afraid of anything that might
<%+  gome up, During this interview they were specifically asked a great many

questions concerning Louisisna State officials eand WPA irregularities. MRS, ) e
THARPE was no$ very talkative; however, MR. THARPE volunteered information L [

which has been Set out in this report,- MR« and MRS, THARFE advised that

they were returning to Louisiena about August 1, 1939, and would be availableq |

in Batom Rouge for interview after tha__g date: that they would be willin‘gi;‘t.oh S
give all the cooperation possible in is case, They advised that altndugd &ﬁ_
they c¢ould not furnish definite orﬁli‘lc information, they believed that
R. W, LECHE, D. M. ELLISON,.GLORGH’CALDWELL and E. A. CONWAY, Secretary of

State, were principally 1nvolve6 in any irregularitiesiin Loulsiana.
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... During the entire interview Attorney NIGHOLS 4id not eb
T %o any questions asked theftmnm e, istead, titged " 414 nok ebleak

LT T pon the oonpletiua of this? umngats.o
sent to the Now Orleans Ortice and Yo the Bureau advis'
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of Intamal Rennm. Th.ta t Mv;l.dod and ¥, A,

COCPER placed ia shargs audit Separtment By GCovernor

Re W. LECHE, OROSJE:N belfeved P ¥, ELLISOR and COOPER

influenced LACHE in disnissing her, dut advised LECHE

£ave BO roasom, mummm«munmmt

eontribvution from exployecs har dspartment whieh m

S - ' pubaitted to J, M, FUSH, bul ne information Federal -
o o funds tnvolved, uuin.:.ocsmm.mm
S - Weshington Nexry Go contested hew, Donled making . - - {
! statements ebout Frositant ROSIVELT on Mtoraey Gensre)
: whigh appeared in Merry Go Round eolumn, Has

S sorapbook of newspaper alippings adous Louisisna frem
! Yeginning HUEY LONG regine and has photostatis oopies
: of original elippings she gavé to IONG'S wilow after
LONG'S death but denied having othar dosumente, Denled
e any knowledge of Federal violstions by State offisisls
i O and assoetiates, and denfed deing gomnsoted any irvegularities,
; ' Wo A, THARPE, formar Secretary Louisiana State Tax Gomissiom,
v : adviseld eolloom £ive per cent eontridution employees his
' departuent, claiming he gaye seme %o ELLISCH, THARFE
advised ng kept escmplete asoounting these ocolleetions bub
— no Federsl funds invofved, THARPE denied information ir-
— _4:3@1131:1 laulsisna Jtate University. BDelleved LHORE, =

TAPFRGVED AND SPECIAL AGENT .
N Cha iﬁ : DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

FORWARDED:
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COFIES OF THIS REPORT ‘

5 Pureau ,
5 Now Orleans
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C ) | ' Thero are :lnclosed hareéith Qwo photoswtfo
‘ " goples each of the following correspondence betwesm &
Mr. Vincant Moselay, of Opalovsss, siana, snd : o
the Dapartuent, which wus referred to the Bupeaw, = i - oo
and 1t ie desired that one coyy be furnished by your
office to United States Attornay Rens A, '103&:&,
Haw Orl.amnn

S

Lotter dated June 1, 1939, Yo e Attorney

_ _ : Gerersl from Mr, Moseley, togefher with the - . . .. =~ - ..
;. tw mwmper clippings mclou! tnmum. el 4 Tn
Cogy of letter duted Juns 7, 1939. 1o Hr, - s
Moseley from ¥r, McGuire. - v
Letter dated July 3, 1939, to ‘l‘o NeGuire
) from 3 ilr. kosalq. _ .
. My, Tolsew Lﬁtt&r d&ted :“ly Mp l“;”, h ‘r. lc('uiﬂ
f:m ’ wr Wathan from “rl IODﬁlqo
- y ,m. £ A, f-;n..
.o T Copy of letter dated July’ 18,71 1939, to lr. ,
N “:; m—— MHoseley from MNr, llcﬂu.lru e t
——— Yery truly yours
M. Crowl G MUN‘CK“ONS SEC‘“ON
Mr HMarbo . ) ) L E D
m—-— I JMmJ;x Fdgur Boénml\‘* )
S A o s
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Eepattmmt ot Sustm
Sffice of the Asmistant to Hhe Attornep Senecal
Was'bingbm

e Jul’ m 193 e . * i oy Temier ...

. Quire Tapm

Aw Troew. ool

Gondv S

Attached find correspondence
from Vincent)Moseley, Boagni Building,
Opelousas, Lbpuisiana, commenting upon the
current situatlon in Louislana., It was
thought that yon might desire to have
this correspondence in your files in con-
nection with the investigzation which is
now being conducted in that State.

t)1=]29
Do P Dolon.  5NE
Matthew F. McGuire, A fd
Acting Assiﬁs_te.nt to the Attorney General
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Opelousas, Louisians,

" Dear Mr, Koselays TR RS TV
. Thie will lcknowiedge énd thank you for
your letter of June 1, addiressed to the Attorney

General, in which you offer your services without
coupensation to the Government.

il

The Attormey Genersl has asked me to
thank you for your generous offer but he regrets that
there is no suitable opening at this tize.

Very truly yours,

Matthew F, McGuire
Acting Assistant to the Attorney Genersl

2-J:8
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““fottor T récont date. neui V6 assited that ~

your comments with respect to the subject matter
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) LAW OFFICER -
-~ VINCENY MOSELEY = : e

BOASH BULDING
O

LOUSAS, LA, '

July 14, 19“:;_&:--

Mr. Hathew F. Moguire, Bsq.
Aoting Assistant to the Attorney General )
Department of Justice — I~

#ashington, D, G, L}LA}J£914“J , :

On July 3rd. I directed to you a__—

Dear Mr, Moguire:
letter which I that day regisgéfgajﬁ;eturned re-
ceipt requested. Since receipt signed by you has
not reached me and I have not heard from you dur-

ing the past ten days I should appreciate learning

if you received letter mentﬁdned.
Yours very truly,

Vii:dbh
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P Law Offices P

VINCENT MOSELEY
Boagni Building
Opelousas, La,

3 Jue: 1939

Mr. Matthew F. McGuire

Acting Assistant to the Attorney Genersal
Department of Justice

%ashington, DB, C.

Dear Mr, McGuire:

I thank you for your letter of June 7th in reply to
ny esrlier letter to Attorney General Murphy, offering such
humble sssistance of my services as might be accepted to the end
of ridding this state of corruption under the oresent administra-
tion. It seems now from the press that your depsrtment is active-
ly interected. In passing, mey 1 call to your attention tane present
slot macnine method of governing tnis Parish. As you know, slot
machines are forbidden in this State, however, in St. Luudry
Parish they are regulerly "hi-jacked" by the collectors of the
Dlstrlbt Attornef, two of these colleutors being Robert Preston

S Bamﬁ?”ﬁlankﬁ Lunber Co., the funds collected probably totallng
fifty tonousand & yesr, I understend that Dunbar delivers his
collections to Bryan Littell, Heceiver (by appointment of L. Austin
Fontenot, District Attorney) of the Parish Trust and Savings Bank
of Opelousas, where this cash is kept in tneir vault. If these
funds be used for purely polttical opurposes orior to and at
electicon times and it be arsumed, as stated to me, thut one third
of the vote in tnis Perich is purchasesble, you will aporeciate
the meagre opportunity we have nere for honest government. May

I not ask that you verify tnrough your Department the situstion
at presented? TFrankly, I am "fed-u»n" with the local condition
winieh probebly reflects that of the State zs & woole.

My best wisnes for_your success,

o
«e‘; Yours very tml_'), ,

(Siyned) Vincent doseley
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5 FRAUD DIDICTMENT IN comqp,cnm #ITH SALE OF BmWILLE HOTEL HART RMLEASED < -

ON FIVE. THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND TODAY. REQUESTS IH PLTITION 0! J,&u 'ES uﬁONROE o

bMITH TO HAVE HABEAS'GOHHI AD FROSE JTRNDUM “ODIFIED DENIED BY .TUDGE BORAH i

l‘ODnY USA NEZA ORLEANS CONTEI?LATING MAIL FP..AUD INVESTIG %TION ny CANNECTION

& -
#ITH REISSUE OFKEI ORLEANS LEVEE BOARD BONDS a'h{ER"'IN IT IS ALLE"'ED T"-L«LT o

i o

CORTRACT WAS LET TO NEAAN I.RRIS COMPANY NEW ORLEANS BROK::.RS TO REISSUR

32:D5 ¥IOCH CoNT T ¥AS SUBLET TC PARTNERSYMIP CCMPOSED OF ! (JRVIlT AARRIS,

40
o 3
Rt i

(W

Ty
18

4B 1,A0BER Ak LD TENRY e ﬂIIL?‘R, THE REISSUED BY DS ZATURTIG »IVE

o HU?TDI’.‘“D
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Rei CRINE CONDITIOHS ~ LOUISIANA *"

Dear Birs
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There ars inclosed herewith two photostatic coples
of the followinz dagerided communiestisna, which ware received
by the Attorney Goreral anc referred i~ the Baresy, ami it is
desired thai one coy of eunh bg furnished Wy your of fice to

Mr, Toison

. Wathan

OUnited S4a2teg At .oraey Yaerne £, Woeen, dew Crlouns:

Anonymong letter dated st Bew Oricens, Louisiana,
July 13, 1929, together with its inclosure, t‘ro-
*A New Orleans Bchoolgirl.®

Letter dated at Crowley, Louilim, July 18, 1939.
Fonum !'wnnl{ u

14 mamd
L R ] - TP Wl TN TN

Anonymous letter dsted at New Orlaans, Loiulsiana,
July 10, 1939, together with nswapapsr editorial
sntitled "Direat Thou Then.® N

Anonymous letter on lstterhesd of Hotel Gardner,

S E. AL Tamm Shreveport, Louisiana, received in Office of the
Attornay Oeneral on July 21, 1939, from *Anerican.® :
Anonymous letter postmurxed at. Rew Orleans, July 1'1, "_5_
et 1939, beginning "Harry Jacobs, Levee Board Englnesr
Crow! I i 1937"38 [} b
. ‘ o u'\iCATIQf\S SECTION |
r. Lowlnr ARDIYBEOUS J.Etttu Gated Ly ew urjear .8, June 2%, 1939,
e moniiee begls ning,‘l "Condh eul tidud-on yopr desire to fnvesti-
S e .
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R R S R
Letter dated at Winnfisld,

Lotter dated at New York City, July 18, 1999,
J- C. COI'bilo

R

Letter dated at Mew Orleans, Loutsiana, July 18, 1339,

FIONN The lotters from Mr. Atwood, Nr, Bailey, Nrz. West,
¥r. Corbin, and Mr. Raphael have not bcou acknosledged, . .

S Yery truly yours, e,

John Edgar Boover
" Director
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