AT ?or YOur lnramnttou, t am atmmg hbrcto . cmﬂ o
i °f ' 1"t°' 'hlch x—“"‘ 505&! addreased ta tha Honorahlo Iarvin n. :#;%"
Ielutm. Assistant secrot.u-y to ;h. ?residmt. concerning the .1w.um

‘n ’eu Orloann.-;ﬂ‘Q;'

“:, . T -: -1'u  Very truly yours, '*1l L V‘IT'

e b

John Edger Hoover,
Dlrector.
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With furtier relarence to the .emdltim prewailing m B

Xow Orlenns, the Legisletlve Cormittes, with Senmator Long se counsel,
resumed ite hearings in Kew Orlesns yssterday and heard the test g
of witnegses relativa to allezed irregularitiocs snd graft on the part '
of New Orle-ns ity oflolels, I will :dvise you of sny further develop- -

Routa fin this situatiom.
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" Dear kr, etnty

3 ‘f"-

T i With further reference 1o the conditions greveiling ta
© ¥cw Orlesns, I have been sdvised by the Speainl Agenk 1n Charge of. the
. Bew Orlesns Division Office thet sporoximately | Bstionsl Guards, -
brought to ¥ew Orleins last week from sixteen ‘eities througheaz,#_ . S
" Louistana, havs been demobilized, These Hatlons) Guards have oft - e
Ber Orlecns and are ratureing to thelr homes.  The locsl Natlona) ~~ . . =
Gusrds, »ho heve been occupying the Reglatrarfs Office in New Oriesng -
aince July 20, 1932 e3 » resvlt of tha Covernor®s pertial merticl low
procizaation, have beeu rescved on t.e Lovirnor's order cescindin this
preclemeiion, |

Heeripgs of the Legislstive Inveati;ating Comzittee, which
i1s conducting lnvestigetion of the Hew Orlerns eity adminisiration, will
te resumed at 123100 £.M. today.

L ] . ) . N r "ﬂr_v“ ‘ . )
You will be edvised of sany further developments in this -

aiﬁuntion.

b - (RO

“ﬁifﬁ“ﬂiﬁf@ﬁé.ons of my i Lest estesm and best regerds, I am

R
Mr. o san

: . Ceog I,

! . . o~

! + M Tt s Sincerely yours,

; e Toraean . .
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| "US DEPARTMENT OF JUST (CE 1001 VERMONT AVE N ¥ WASHN DC
REFERRING DEVELOPMENTS SITUATION NEWORLEANS APPROX IMATELY TWO
THOUSAND NATIONAL GUARDS BROUGHT TO NEWORLEANS LAST WEEK FROM SIXTEEN .. 1
CITIES THROUGHOUT LOUISIANA HAVE BEEN DEMOBLIZED AND LE#T’NE*ORLEANS %
RETURNING TO THEIR HOMES STOP LOCAL NATIONAL GUARDSME

| RECORDED \5'&? S“}L_
OCCUPIED REGISTRARS OFFJCE IN NEWORLEANS SINCE JULY THIR (ETH R

RESULT GOVERNORS PART AL MART AL LAW PROCLAMATION HAVE BEEN REMCL!E‘B 1934
ON GOVERNORS ORDER RESCINDING PROCLAMAT ION STOP
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Honorable. Hmta u. Iulntyﬂ. R
Assistent Becretary to th. ?resiacut, ‘
The Thite BWEQ’. L \

TS l‘ith further raroranca tm he tituatlon h !ar 01‘1 "3
) 4 have baen ¢dvieed by the New Orlesns Gfﬂeo of this Mdsim that tha
prissry election waa quiet and peeceful end it ia npeem that
Hatioml Guma t‘.l.u bu Iu-hdra'lu §0!01‘1‘0' e ' ‘

: '!ha Lezialatin Invutlgating cmnm'- iavootibatm tt
the New Orleans city sdministration will ba resumad tomorrow ma?n_gntnh
to the Instituting of impeschment proceedings azsinst Nsyor !al.nlay and
cthar city officisls £t & speclal i.ag!.alatho sespions :

I will kaap you sdvised of eay fhr‘l'.her develnmt.s h
thia “tt”c

Iu.h 'ax?resalfans-qf Yy hi.g;hest ost_,eeln' and best rega}dc, I al .

Eea—

| Sincerely yowsg, < T oo
Mr. Nathan . .. L. W Rdgal hoover
Mr. Toison . . . e . Lo o . SR

Mr. Clegg
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P t.ouuinaa. T 4w advioed that dt:ruu the oourss of the elsotlon held ;gou A

EAT-eg
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;,m nfen‘!.ng vo ol ons Jrevelling (o Ne OF eind;

ytatordsy fow conpiei.uts ¢f my were rna!.ud by the arhl

¥ 't‘ﬁ;:

. o ES H

’ It s reportod that thoers um mo nltauatim &- nghti
durlng the sleation end the slection has Yeen deseribed es Tpossibly ‘QM
most peeceful eleotion held in New Orlesns ia yoars®, It wes {ndicsted -
from ecrly sctivities in Now Orleans y-aterday that K3 ggoerd voe woudd - . .
be eiat, ’

No hearings of the Le;islative Iuvastizsting Conmitiae
weking inqulry inte the Bes Orleuns elty adeinietr:tion were held yes: nrday
but hearings will be resused today in ordar that further Yostinony may oo
be trken relstive to slleged vice end greft econditions in' New Orlesns, :

e L vtll edvlu you furthor or Mw éﬂclupaenu in thil 5
situetion, L N r i gy *

= o o, .
Ii':.h ox;;rouions of =y hlghost estoor and but Nﬁ&!‘dl, I an
Mr. Nathan Sincerely yours,
Mr. Toison .. . - '
Mr. Cleoo -
Tt M . e AT wawev @l
Mr. Bany o Tre
-
Chief Cley John Ed ur Hoover,
Mr. Coffu. , Dj,mt-ar. ,
Mr. Cow < . .. - ) i \ 3 -
M ! - N ,N \. - '
. Edwards ____.__ ol s I R
Mr. Egan .o o {
Mr. Harbo.. ., . .. R }"i’(‘}' +* '
Mr. Keith . B o
1 yellO% Mr. Lan.oer ’
Mr. Qo - -
Mr. Scrrioer e =7 -
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us DEPARTMENT oF JUSTICE

ST - o £ 7 Ly
REFERENCE DEVELOPMENTS SITUATION NEWORLEANS INFORMATION FROM
ALL SOURCES INDICATES THAT FEW COMPLAINTS OF ANY KIND ARE

BEING RECEIVED BY THE ARBITRATION COMMITTEE lN CONNECTION >
WITH THE PRIMARY ELECTION BEING HELD TODAY AT NEWORLEANS.THAT
THERE ARE NO FIGHTS AND THAT IT IS POSSIBLY THE MOST PEACEFUI

ELECTION HELD IN NEMORLEANS N YEARS RECORD UOTE PREDICTED

STOP ACTIVITIES OF THE LEGISLATIVE )NVESTIGATE COMMITTEE
WERE DISCONTINUED FOR TODAY HEARINGS TO BE RESUMED TO ORROW -
FOR PURPOSE OF TAKING FURTHER TESTIMONY RELATIVE ALLEGED

VICE AND GRAFT CONDIT 1 ONS NE%ORLEANS— """" LQJQLWZL“mffiﬁi.§1n
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

-~ . “ . 7 V

DIRECTOR
Federal Bureany of Inuestiga.. .. k 4
Wnited States Aepartment of Justice
e OOH * MWashinoton, B. .
E Times 8:50 pa.m. May 8, 1539

LENORANDUL FOR THE DIRECTOR

I called SAC Sackett at New Orleans and informed him of the (’
rumor in Washington that the Hearst people and various other :
organizations are running dowa a story to the effect thail \\\\
twenity=-Four hours before Huey iong s death some newspaper
“notified its correspondent or some oné in New Orleans that
. Long was going to be murdered and furnished the none of the
47} murderer,

. /4 ¥r. Sackett advised he had heard no rumors that such an in-

N vestigation is under-way. I informed Scckeit that you do
not want him to initiate on investigaiion or make any
inquiries which would indicate the Bureau is interested in
the rumor but that you do desire him to mosi discreetly and
most cautlously see zf there is any rumor in New Orleans at
the present time that the circumstances surrounding Long's
death are king invesiigated.

P ir. Sackett stated that all the Managing Editors of the

: Yew Orleans Newspapers are good friends of his and in general
conversation with them from tine to time they have talked
about Long, his activities and death; and he, Sackett, 1s
quite convinced they are mystified as to who actuallg k¥illed
LONngs

The kanaging Editor of the‘TIMEﬁ PICAYUNE is stated to be an
excellent friend of Sac?ett end Sockett inguired if he could
engage this Editer in ccsual conversction having in view the
PUTLOT I ou}.d qun’c-t-t v-t n.)cu'n‘r? bb n?T 'r-‘rn}l'f- +n ada '."})'1&? 1 E

that he i1s not to indicate his purpose.

ur. Sackett is to advise me tomorrow with respect to his

Jindings. R
LT EN » UNDEXED D —- o
Respe ully, 3 :) ,J ) -';
¢ E. A. TARK | ( \
Ve L ' ‘ \ N
A o ..\;"'
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER . .

f— - *D.IRECTOR’
-y . L
Hederal Burean of Inuestination

United States Department of Iustire
Washington, A . '

s ‘ 7000
LOY :’_, RIS

0 A DT PO T DIDROT0R
Re s DATL OF SDNATOR HUE. QNG
CAD Sackett of the lew Orlecns 0f’ice celled and jurniched
the followins infsrnation concerning the alleced investiza-
tion o the de ath of Jepctor fuen Lopos
Zheu hove keg nrlle to subsilanticle ihfu runaor and kEaue
Lownd no infornovion which wnuld indicaic “int an inveoti-

~ -~

Sroiion o This 1 ic_Lein- nmgce gt Yhe present tine,
Zhe rumor to the ef cat thoi someone called a newspoper
wweniy=four kours Lbefore the Jenclior wos killed and
injformed the news pcvc that Lon“ was coine to he illed
ernc whom the murderer wes roins te be has never recched
the lew Urleans O“'zce bejfores In all of the runors
cennected with the decth o) Sencior Lonz, no suclh runor

Fos ever been received to this effect. Zcroriine to

s e nost mersictent TIMOrS CORCCTRIRG
—LnT ETFE gl Toizore:

L SATst, of cour S Ar *'ﬂzus ekotl iLnng Lecoice

Zons was toling ce eciing weies ! Jothor-

inelcw, who wos Gk Lon; had Trien sone

mecsures vhich had jvﬁ‘efs porers  Thie is

the Zreorpy thot is U Adrinieiroll nlcue

The nnsy persieten cernynz_Lon~ ie

Lon~ was killed Ly Larg: The :F

U ©6 LOns GnG G8.Oed nin o botler nhi in

end Leng cursed leisc! ” r-in=-low, Uher X

Long in the nouth with K 18te Lne runm

the crord ¢& thoet tine d erately shot

That ovﬂoruw 17 111 T oein e o

ENEIICS,
o7 Lone by The oy elr
w2iss nit Long, Lons ol LRe rioris to Fill
GriuS _oncnec [17e oh LOiCE. Lnc Lann roo

gl Lo =

<k
R RS
o7t

Bl LD
-

vas Lillec. Zvergone in the Gicte, orisice 0
tion,nelieves Thov Lon- wos Filled by his

bvl7ﬁ?3 Fove ever been sulnitied affer Leinn do)
Lody ond no ingurest 1as ihelc, cveryihine boins ve

}"r.’g_‘ TN ‘/’7 .
rr" . . - i \ B : '.Q'*l {}:j -UE: !
-, COPIES DESTROYER BV 19 10 |
» ‘ & KMAY 12 182 s
190  SEP 17 1964 S
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Ire Sackett 18 of the opinion thnt if an invectiration
s beinr concdueted relative To the ccalh of wenaior
Lonr, [renm gll incications it 18 bein~ moce purely Ffor
o polizical pt .rpose and, thereforc, nou shoulic be
ecvised of the political situation in Louisiana atl the

I

time. The followine is_ o rosume of the polivical

=
[N
]
]
3
[S

€ e
m

I
<2
3
L1

s

LT the present time, =, tle brother o) Senaior
Zong ernc elso the Lieviencnt Covernor o) Louisicna, 1is
very anbitious to becone Jovernor., e 1§ frying To
szcure the Lccliing o Zayor Doberﬁ%(bcstri and 1) he
secures Thot ooelring, Re will undouwlbteclr be elccie

.a-w

Opposinn Jerl Lon~ 18 a ian by the name of Jdmc;fﬁbc, who
is o Sdencitor jrom ilonreoe, Louvisicna, concd who ai one tine
wes very close to Sercior Lonn. foe also ad one Tine

wes CJovernor Jor o 3horit fime after he cecil o) Tovernor
illen. ioc ono Zorl Long are bit

terT enenies ona Joe I8
Tryinc To obitoin The canaidacy jor the Tovernorship to
oppose IZongz. In view of the cbove, if the invesiirction
in cuestion i8 undervay, it is poscirly She result of
Jomcs Zoe'ls activities, in view of the foct that 1) Loe
conld breal such a story, ke woold uncdoniiccly be elccted,
since nost o the common peo le in Louvisianc 8vill worchip
Tne v no.  Jherelore it would be creatlu to :oe's adwveonicre

1.

K Lo :
to nrove taclt the icwbnzsbrafzon cetrally
Lecording to Ire Socleti, there is one oilcor ancle in
connection with ohzs natter, which onzie inuolves The
Jews in wouisiana. Jarl lonn, as well as lobert lamesiri,
SuD nosed to Cislile The Jews very nuch cnd dhe Jews
Zovicicne Fove jeld thct i) Lons is elecied, they

Pt oce well pecl up and lecve Louisicna bLeccuse Lone
gdrive then outl enywoyp Ly telins their Lusiness.
roninent vews in uOdISiC ne are recded by Colonel

ond the Jews wonld have on Incentive jfor such an
iration to Feep Lonz ovit o) of tce cnd also to

T ofy
[ A 7
[

RAREIET
1T
o ) i—..'n
[ e

RE= S T o ]
[45]

the Jews could be invesiicating the death o Lenator

<

b ol o e
el o
O

Q
o
el
[ ]

Jones Jee.  In view of the alove facts, 1t is possiile

v
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Information of a confidential nature has been obtained

Srom a very reliable source to the effect that a month or
sir weeks after Huey Long's death, some group of New Urleans
business men or political organization (Names unknown)
entered into negotiations with Pinkerton's Detective Agency
to investigate Long's death, offering Pinkerton a large
retainer fee and unlimited ezxpense accounts if the investi-
gation would be made. The New Orleans Office of the
Pinkerton Agency conferred with the New York Pinkerton
Agency and it was decided against accepting such an investi-
gation for fear of reprisacls by the Administration. This
information was furnished Sackett by one Kirsch who is now
an investigator for the Naval Intelligence in New Orleans
and wko at the time of Long's death was 4Assistant Super-
intendent of the Finkerton Detective Agency in New Orleans.
Kirsch furnished this information while at the New Orleans
Office in connection with Espionage maitters and Sackett
stated Kirsch does not know why Sackett wanted the infor-
mation.

There is no rumor, as far as Sackeitt ts able to ascertain,
of an investigation at the present time respecting Long.
W¥ithout disclpsing his purpose, Sacketit talked to his
Sriend Clark)Sealmon, Vanaging Editor of the XNew Orleans
Item Tribune 'and he made no indication that he was aware
of any such investigation.

According to ir. Sackett, further investigation or efforts
concerning the rumnor could be made in two ways. One., United
states Attorney Harvey rields of OShreveport, who is described
as being a publicity-seeking individual, has a very good hook
up with snall parties in Louisiana and ts one of the bingest
politicians in the Siate of Louisiacna., Fields also is @

very close friend of Janes Noe and Sackeit stated that should
you so desire, Agent Feyronnin, who knows Fields very well,
could engage the latier in general conversation to see what
he might discliose concerning the runor in question.

The second contact would be with Seymour ieiss, who was

Huey Long's treasurer, Ij ihere were such an investigation
being made in New (Crleans as is rumored, this person would
wnow about ity however, Mr. Sackett cdvises apainst contact-
ing 7eiss.

Forner SAC Reed Wetiterli is presently in New Orleans and

is_siaying ot _the Loosevelt Zotél. "He hus Uidited Kr. Scclett

S,
[ A



VEMO FOR THE DIRECTOR 5=9=39

and has indicated he has been traveling around the country

working for some law firm. However, he is relucitant to
talk about the nature of his business. Sackett stated
that there is no evidence that Hearst is doing any ine
vestigation in New Orleans butl since it i8 known to
Sackett that Hearst itn the past has worked through
private attorneys, kr. Sackett is of the opinion that
consideration should be given to the presence of
Vetterli in New Orleans.

M¥r. Sackett stated he would be on the alert 1o pick up
anything he could acbout the rumor but that he would take
no further affirmative action unliess further instructions

are received from the Bureau.

Resp ully,

E, WV Tas
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6i~32509 - 1“ / October 15, 1938

Sptciei Ageut in Charge
New Orlesns, Louisiens

Deur 8ir:

Reference 13 mede to your letter dated Se.tember
14, 1938, relstive to the alleged shootin, of Junes Ha

Morrison on Septecber 8, 1978, during the Demscratic Prmr'y .

Election Cuzpaign.

Plecze be sdvised that the fuctq contzined in
your refcrence letter w 'r&~nubu¢ttoo to the Depsrtnent
shich sdviioed that no i:‘vestz.{;z tion need be concducted in
this retter &t this tiie perticulerly in viewn of the fect
tat this refers to a Prisury Blection under Jt. to Lews end
thie Pederel Lews are not eynlic:tle,

Very truly yours,

John Rdger Hoover
Lirector

N




#’ JOSEPH B. KEENAN _
, THE ASSISTANT TD THE ATTORNEY GRMERAL, Ar

Bepartment of Fustice S A L
Bashington o

v

September 30, 1938

- MEMORANDUM FOR MH. HOOVER
DIKECTOK _
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

This will ecknowledge the receipt of the
memorandum of September 22 directed to this office
by Mr. Herold Nathan, Assistent Director of the

. Federal Bureau of Investigation, concerning the Dem-
"y ocratic primaries in the Sixth Congressionzl District
- _ of Louisiana, particuarly as they refer to Mr. James
" H./Tﬁorris of Hammond, Loulsisna,

No investigation need be ccnducted in this
matter by the Bureau at this time, particularly in
e view of the faet that it refers to a primary election
under stete laws and the Federal lews are not applicable,
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JEIDRAIDUM FOR TTE ASSISTLIT TO THE LTTORNIY GRMIRAL
IR. JOSEH 3. KELNAN

Re: Richerd VWebster Leche
Deper tmental Applicant

Reference is made to the personal and confidential
rerorandum addressed to you b this Bureau on Septenber 21,
1938,

In this connection, you are advised that on September
21, 1938, at the request of United States ~itorney Rene Viosca,
the Svecial igent in Cherge of the New Crleans Field Office of
this Bureau read to him the pertion of the report of Special
Lrert Telson Perry, New Crleans, Loulsiana, dated April I3,
1838, which dezlt with the interview with lir. Vioscs,

lr. Viosca expressed to the Speciel Ligent in Charge
his aprreciction for heving the section of the report read to
him, ¥He d4id not at this time deny having made the statement
that Governcr Leche is the type of person who would rather fish
and hunt than work; but stated e did not believe his statement
wag morticulerly dsmeging to Tovernor Leche clthough™ the Governor
thought so and was anpry with him for having socid this, He
indicated Governor Leche had sprarently seen the report of the
investisating sgent, which I'r, Vioscc understood wes to be -con-
fidentinl, e wzs informed that this Burezu had not diwalged
the conterts of the report in question,

Very truly yours,

John Zdozr Eoover
B Director

a1 W F i ) L
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Kew Orleans, Ls.
RBE:WH Sept. E1, 1938.
77-154

Dirocter. :
Federsl Bureau of Intoatlgatlon,
!ashington. D. ¢, }

Ee: RICHARD lEBSTER 1ECHE;
o AFPLICANT - U, 8., DISTRICT IUDGE
Dear Sip:

ioally cormunicated with me with reference to the sbove metter, snd re-
quested to be furnished the information conteined in the egent's inves-
tigative report relstive to GOVLRNNR LICHE, a8 wes mentioned in my let-
ter to him of Septexber 12, 1958. . :

That portion of the report or Bkeozal igent RILuUH PERRY
dated st New Orleens Arril 23, 1938, dealing with the interview with kR.
VIOSCA wae read t0 him, and he made no other corment other than to thsnk
me for having fwrnished this to him., He did rot at thie tice deny he

hed made the stetement thet the Governor is of the ty;e thet would rsther

fish end hunt then work, &8s JUDGL %Yk ?’kﬁORnH advised he hed denied to
him thet he bad made such a strnterent,

VIOSCA stoted thet he 414 not bslieve his stctement wes par-

uculan.y nameglng to Governor LECHE but that the Governor thought so emd
wes angry with him for having seld this. He indiested thet in sorme men-

V10SGA understood thet the Informstion wss to be confldentlel., Fe wes
{nformed thet insofor es this Buresu wes concerned, the Informstion wes
conlldentiel,

During this sace conversation I advised MK. VIGSCA thet
. Governor LECHE had rccently requested thls Bureuu to meke en investige-

E R, L g o ¥ f
tion into the shootling of JAKED :s\.. ORRISON, cendldate for Congress from

Barrond, Loulsiene, on the grounds thet the shooting constituted & vio-
lntion of the election laws. I recussted the opinion of i, VIOSCA in
this regard, He stcted thet he did not see thet it wes a violetion of
the election laws &nd thet the rost that could be seld wes thet it

right be constyrued es & possible violetion of the Civil Rights sct, how-
ever, he did not believe that it even constituted this lest nemed viole-
tion, Before declining it fully, however, ho steted thut he wented to .

+
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telk with the Governor rurther ebout it and that so far as this ¢ffice
was concerned at present, the matter could be considered es closed.

In the event s further reguesi for inveatigustion is recaived in this
matter from eny source the Buresu will be edvised jromptly, end no
sotion will be teken in the gbsence of specific instructions.

Very truly yours,

R. B. Hood,
Speeiel Agent in Cherge.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT Y0 THE ATTORMEY GENERAL
MRe JOSEPH B, KEFNAN

R "~ On Tuesday, Septeaber 13, 1938, the Democratic priuary

" election was conducted in Louisismnz, Ia the Sixth Congressional

- District of Loux.sima, which con;rises Huazond and ﬁclnity, the

- ¢andidates were Dr, Jobn K, Griffith, of Slidell, who had the aciive
support of Governor Richard ¥, Leche, Jazes l. dorrison, Huanond
'_attorney and »travborry Union organliser, end Jesse H, Baniston,

o, B 7 Prior to the elsction, Governor Leche sctively aupported

his candidste, Dr, Griffith, end on or about Septeuber 8, 1938,

candidute James H. Morrison was shot wiile eitting in hias sutozobile.

According to neswspaper reports, the shot wap fired at very cloee

range, as indicated by pov«ier burns, Worrison vas scheduled to make

an addreap in Hamucnd, Louisjena, that night, and it ».5 the sccusa-

tion of his opponents that the shooting vas doxe by #orrison hiazselfl
in an effort to olt-in syajysthy froa the voters, laacauck as he
realized he wag waging a losing fight,

‘ On Saturdey, Septec.ber 10, 1938, the Ngw Urleans Folice
Departaent, reyortedly acting at the reguest of the Loulziana Htate
Police, vau atopi;in ell cars entering the City of Hew Orleanz froa
R the direction of Haton -ouge, Louisiana, and t,he vress carried the

' “T“tornatton thet Captein of Detectives John Groasch had received in-

e Nir. Telson ..
e \:':'; “foufnation that certaln cersons wure entering town carrylng firearas,

B A iquinl Agent Co E, VBB\B, of the New Urleans fleld office of this
roE. A Tarmm __ %,
e cregg Bifenu, vhile en route to lew Orledns fros Alexandris, .ouislena, was
b, comey . E¥daed late that night while catering Mew Urlesnss A car besring

wr crpwt.__ ROYTAB0O0 and four or five of his supporters was halted by the police,

‘#nd they were charged with carrylng concealed weapons, Tnle a:pereatly

< “;«Mr, Diuwsey

“H e vena.. . 724 811 part of the politiesl fcud Vetreen riwval candidates for the
< F,.wm.__g}_cgrxlnntion for Congress.asne
el Glavte T L L ) :
MrsEGAe .. i Governor Leche telephonically roque::-ted the lew Urleans
T cffice to conduct an Livestigetisca into the Korrison shooting, utating
o I aewenu. _ Eoft 1t was 2 violnticn of the hlection Lawr. He wan inforaed that
Ne. Atbole . .@3} smach s¢ thls was + urisary electi-a, the Tedersl iavs reletive to
Me, ke N SR v nn a e }
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elections did not cover thls, end that an interpretation of the Statute

would be obtained from dr. Rens A. Viosca, United States Attorney at
Hew OrlB&BSO .

No investigation of tnis ﬁatter is belng conducted at the
Present time, and this inforasation s being conveyed to you so that you

wight suvise what, if any, investipstive action shouic be taken in tiis
CABg, ° -

Very truiy yours,
For the Dir=zctor

Harold Nathan
Aesistent Lirector

Septeaber 22, 1938

PR



Federal Burean of Inuvestigation

United States Bepartment of Justice

Wew Orleans, Louisimna
September 14, 1938

= P -
¢ |
Y Pirector IR N ——
Federal Bureau of Investigation N
Washington, D. C. D
Dear Sir: o
*3 For your information on Tuesday, September 13, 1938, the
emocretic Primary Election wes held in Louisiana, In the” th Distriet,

hich comprises\Hammond Louisiana, and vicinity, the candidates were

Dr. JOHN K.“GRIFFITH, of Slidell, who had the ac}{ive support of Gover-

nor RICHARD W.}l&BHE over his opponents JAMES EQIMORRISON, Hammond
1//’ attorney andKStrawberry Union orgenlizer, and JESSE H BANKSTON.

i The usual politicel gatherings heve been held in the vieinity
. »of Hammond in recent days and Governor LECHE actively supported his
@ % ceapdidate, Dr. GRIFFITE. About September the 8th, 1938, candidate
5 JAMES H, MORRISON was shot while sitting in his sutomobile and accord-
h ‘/} ing to newspaper reports the shot was fired at very close range as
éf indicated by powder burns., He was scheduled to meke an address in
Hammond, Louisiana, that night and it was the accusation of his
/ opponents thet the shooting was done by MORRISON himself in an effort
: to obtain sympathy from the voters inasmuch a&s he realized he wasg wag-
ing a losing fight,

W
On Saturday September 10, 1938, the’ NEW Orleans.Police Depart-
ment, reportedly acting et the reque§§:§§:$hglLou1Qian& State Police,
Y were stopping all cars entering the Uity o Orleans from the direc-
’ tion of Baton Rouge, Leouisiana, and informatibn in the press is to the
effect that Captain of Detectives JOHNlGROSGH reéceived information
that certain persons were coming intQ Bown eafrying arms, It is known
that the police actually were stopping all cars inssmuch as Specisl
Agent C, E, WEEXS returnipg from Alexandria, Loulsiana, late ithat night
was stopped as he came into town, A car bearing NORRISON and four or
five of his supporters was stopped by the police and they ere charged
with carrying concealed weapons, This was obviously all part of the
3 politéQ§5.hgngggﬁwggn_gival candidates for the nomination for Congress-
A man.
'4'7\ RYQ  See 17 v
- On Septerber 13, 1938, Governor RICHARD W, LECHE telephonically
communicated with me from Baton Rouge and, referring to the MORRISON
shooting, requested that this Buresau conduct &n investigatlon. I e (‘
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Director - Page 2. September 14, 1938

inguired of the Governor as to what viclation of law was involved &nd
he seid that it was an election for the choosing of Federal officers.
I advised him that this was a primary election and apparently the
Federal law relating to elections did not cover this, howsver, the
matter of interpreting the statute was one for the U, S. Attormey and
that the opinion of Mr, RENE AN\VIOSCA, U. S. Attorney at New Orleans,
would be obtained. He requested to be advised relative to the deci-
sion of the U, S. Attorney. He 'stated that he thought a very quiet

investigation should be made,

The facts relative to this telephonic conversstion were fur-
pished Mr, LEE PENNINGTON of the Bureau on this date and, as instructed
by him, no investigation, of course, will be instituted in this matter
even if the U, S, Attorney should so request it, unless the Bureau
specificelly authorizes this to be done.

There is no question but that this is still part of the poli-
ticel activities of one faction involved in this election dispute and
either side will go to any extreme to embarrass the other,

For your informetion the Governcr inquired as to how Mr. HOOVER
was and steted that he was a very good friend of yours,
Very truly yours,
S -~V AN
REH R, B. HOCD,
PVH Special Agent in Charge.



130B ¥easonic Temple Bldg.,
¥ew Orlesns, La,
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HA sugust 19, 1937,
JA3:WH
w PERSONAL AND
. ) GORFIDERTIAL
3§ Dt“‘t“.
R Tedersl Boreau of Investigstion,
™ Hashingiom, D, €.

,.( r 8ir: - - | | |

< - GJ Throughout the eity of New Orleans, in prectically every bar-
;"-: room, restaurant erd drug stors, thers are slot machines, 2ll of which are
“_P branded *Chisf®. You will recall s letter forwsrded to you some time ago

< herein Chief of Datectivas Jobn Jy Groseh was guoted as sajing that hd

¥new Better $them to touch the slot mechinasa™. _

“ As a further indicatfon that the slot mechines are aperated
-k in Kew Orlesns under scms sort of egreement with police officiesls, you ars
“t ne advised that recent newspaper publicity hes indiccted that not more tham
*{ w “ome pia bell geme is allowsd im zn esteblishment wvhers "Chief” slot nathines
) > asre operstef. I em attaching coples of two articles shich appeersd ia the
\ New Orleans Statez on July 17th en? July 20th, which are representative of
¢ number of artiecles whiah sppesred &uring the course of u few days follow-

_~ing Juiy 17%th.
/ : You will note from the article of July 20th thet Cantais of
. Datectives Henry ls=set was stzted to have been working out of 3unerinten-
dent George Reyer's office et the time he clipped the wires of pin ball
machines in an estsblishment where more then one machinme wes opereted along-
side "Chief" slot machines, . ( SR 3 = N }_ /1
‘ REQORDED & INDEXED M A i S S

- B As en indicetion of the arcunt of roney which may possibly be
EER e B coming into the hands of what is commonly called the sSyndicate” in Xew Or~
o J‘ lesns, you are edvissd that I heve recently been told that Governor Richard
o A_ -}/Loche is constructing e home at an estimated cost of §75,000. A few yeurs
o n vfl, an-;;‘,}:\t is not s

before be becams Governor ¥r. Leche wos practicelly unk _
believed that he had uny eppreciadble emount of monsy beé}b h%' ews afh ,,{,;,
filizted with the politicisns in Louieizna, /J«& ‘v‘;\‘ AN 40 &-u ‘

o
]

(LA -
¥ W AT

Lo J RS . \\
g The "Syndicete” which ia comronly referred $o a# being princi-
pally ecorposed of Covernor Laeche, ¥r. Seymour veiss, Yeneglng Tirector of
3 the Roosevelt Fotel, !ayor Robert &. ksestri, ibe Shushan, rember of the
: DT 4 - Hew Frleens Dock Board end others, i reputcd to comtrol the Hooeevelt Hotel,
L a ;  the rTesl estazte upon which the Mslson Elanche Teperimest Storve end office
SR / building are located, the Jecobs Candy Compsny, tke locel bell club, a lerge
.} loczl defiry =nd the Bienville Yotel« Cn the opening dny of the bese ball
’ j searor this yaer 1% woe renorted thet ell city cuployeen wave given a helf
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Federal Burran of Iupestigation
Unitehs . states Bepurtwient of Iuatice d |
oo

PWashington, B. C€.

SJT:emk
October 9, 19386,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR.

Re: Captain Murphy J.kRoden,
Louisiana State Police.

During conversation with Captain Roden at the Police Aced-
emy banquet last evening, Uaptain Roden stateg t for four years
he was a personal bodyguard for the late Huey“Long. During a general )
discussion a facetious remsrk was made concerning Huey Long which re- ~f
mark was guickly resented by Captain Roden, he then expleining that he )
, was personally very close to the late Huey Long and that remarks con- e Zr
i cerning him he was "unable to take"™. I thought you would be interested o N
in knowing of this connection, I gained grom the subseguent conver- =
sation he was present at the time Long was assascinated. 5 2
. ' . . Ay il
The general conversation at the banyuet impressed me as in- SN
dicating the members of the police training school were well-disposed O ;i\‘
to the Bureau and to the officizls in charge of the training school. ég 0\‘i
Respectfully, 3
3
2

(

»J e himemy

S, J.l\'lTracy.

<
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holiday and told thet they should sttend the gcace  Pumopy hes $t
that local merchants who are haendling kiitman's and Hollingsworth s
other well known bremds of eancy wre visited by the Jacchs Candy G
salesmen ard are foreihly high-pressured in the discontinuing of soleg
other brands,

-+

} Yosterday's press indiceted thet Nayor Robert Maestri had
sompleted negotiations for the grounds used by the local ball slud, the
"Pelicans” and I have further hsard that theas grounds will possibly be
used ia the future for the sonstruction of a Uhion Reilroad Station, 1%
being known tdat thers is no decent railroad station in this eity, sever
railroads having independent smell dspots.

Very truly yours,

J. A, Smitk, Jr.,
Cpecial igent fn Cherge. .

&
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EAS:1LM | 7 .
62-32509 —/O 2. Beptenber 30, 1926,

¥r. George Guyberson,
Riverview Hotel,
Niles, Miochigan.

Dear 8ir

*his will acknowledge recelpt of your letter
dated September 17, 1936, relstive to the death of Huey
Long and suggesting that investigation be conducted
by this Buresu to deternind the motive for the killing.

i - Yor your information, the jurisdiction of the
T Yederal Bureau of Inveatigation 12 pestricted to the in-
vestigation of vioclatlons of specific Federai laws. The
ORI S facte outlined in your letier have been carefully noted,
- -§1;f B but inasmech as they do rot indicate a violstion of any
B %i' . Foderal law cozing yithin the investigntive juriscéiction
i

. of this Buresu, I regret that 1 a1 unable to be of
arzistance to you.

Very truly yours,

John Fégar Hoover,
Direcior.

ce-Detrolt
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- | Federal Burens of gmmﬁgaﬁ ot
LS. Pepariment of Jumize A
Boshingtow, B. €.

August 6, 1936. -

A
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. Twmg ﬂ\( /
UV -

Attached hereto is iﬁpostal card, postmerked July 21, 1938,

8t St. Louls, Missouri, from "M.{Lewrence", addressed to the President.
The vriter of this commnication states in substance thet the President
is not & good politicien if the Director is let out just becsuse he
found cut that "the Farley Geng" killed Huey“long.

The writer of this comminication =lso compleins regarding
the administretion of relief in St. Louis. The above—mentioned card
spperently was forwsrded to the Works Progress Administration, inssmuch
es 1t bears the recelving stemp thereof snd wss recelved in the Buresu

In en envelope of the Vorks Progress Administrstion.

The Leboratory states that it is unsble to identify the
haIﬂVTitingo

Yery truly yours,

? EENe
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OGRESS ADMJNISTRATION
“R-JOHNSON BUILDING

EW YORK AVENUE NW,
SHINGTON, D. ¢,

—

1CIAL BUSINESik ’

PENALTY #0OR Pk IVATE UBE TO
PAYMENT OF POITAGE, $30

Department of Jugtice ]
Washington, D, ¢.
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‘ ‘4‘ i ‘ " P T x40 ._-.")“ ’t ‘s
bimt-ur - " . Faee L
Tedorsl Buresuy of Inmtsgutzm S S N
tm;uwﬁ. Ba Gw R A . A
o %es MURPEY RODIN - TRt
: KATTLLAL POLISE ACADEY,
W ARG, Dy Ce
Doar Sirs | 1 .

_ 12 tranamttia; h&rwith 5 nove item appOarir_g in the
ot Eew Orleans Item sevapeper July 23, 1535, informisg ibdt &r. Jurphy
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the majority of

is neither & professiona
nor an underworld character bul
s tough, standup gang politic

a vOugil, gang

A ,
I . t*( \_1 .," i
[ ! ’ ‘ - ’
\  'The conduct of the Dewdr ' et very | ¥
- phony i t ulslana iph Involving | 7/ e
Seymour eiss, who s coliycidr, and certain | cqre L{‘fj %
. other members of H hxle . T 7
voted himself to ne t R in the Sen m
and on the air t nt was g} ing to lay Z B
aTid ms needlings <4 C
his ade ace vi o o
gafig New Orleans, the ou A% 1o RS
been dlzopped with the sn’nple xplangfio i lir o
changed atmosphere” in New Orlea \ : . &
;  The great weaknesssof the ordi- 4 - (‘ L = C
nary citizens of New Orleans in their | prosegu S
fight against Huey was that the. ’ - Ei
. politicians of the opposition, whieh tion el OtW s 4K
(. { -is to say Roosevelt's crowd, were |Ca t looked e
Y fust as crooked as Huey's grafters | vpfy ngle r.{Roosevelt f‘, e
“and not as smart. The Roosevelt 4 th 1 jffiie Départment <
- gang Include gamblers and ot! Jus aite ey for .
underworld types no dlﬁerent P

who often supplied the courage {
Huey in difficult moments. He sa‘
before a Senate committee and re-
' fused to say how much money he
had collected for political purposes
or who gave it to him or what he
; had done with if, and insisted that
he kept no ‘hooks.
‘ Weiss said that whenever they
, needed some money they went out
and got it from people who “be-
lieved” in their sacred cause and
spent it according {o their own
judgment. He also offered to take
Gen. Ansell outside the hearing
room 8nd pop him on the nose
when the general undertook to peel
him with questions regarding mat-
ters which he considered to be,
personal and m]t‘-‘.ldP “the geope of |
the inquiry.

Farley Should lee Weiss

Since Huey's death Weiss has
claimed to be out of politics, bu
that ¢an hardly be true He 1s 9
type of man J}m Farl
picased to do pusi
a better ph}
anyone m l - »DGQF\
Orleans gas
strated xxhel Hu
Administratiory

As a tax
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g LIv
‘O\w fmﬂlgh ‘
s Ik ax iyf all
right, bul as {Jpuniip¥ and coevcive
weapon it is dangerous law, an
the New Orleans cases prove itha
‘The Administration gould have been
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|ror that offense,
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no fonlishness

evelt’s having noth-
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is the politician of his
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little boy by comparison.-
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February 18, 1836

Kr. Charles J. Korrow,
906 South lillaw'lvonuo. S
T!npt. rlortdt. o . S

S
«

Dear Sirm .

3 This will acknowledge recsipt of your letter dated
February 6, 1556, advising valuadle instruments were stolen from
the United States Customs Building at New Orleans, Louisiana,
allegedly by followers of the lats Senator Huey P. Long, sud
indioating you desire that this Bureau conduct an investigation
in an effort to correct the alleged evile uhioh wore oommonood by
the Long regime. : _

N Please be advised that the jurildiotion of the Federal
Buresu of Investigeation is restricted to investigating violations
of specifio Federal laws snd to collecting evidence in cases in
whioh the United States is or may be a party in interesat, Inasmuch
az the sotivities of the alleged Long regime do not appear relevant
tc sny such matter, no sotion can be teken by the Bureau in the
premises.

In respect to the alleged robbery of the United Ctates
Customs Building, you are advised that in matters of this nature,
the Bureau can oconduct mo investigation unless specificelly
authorized to do so by the Attorney Geneoral,

u
the city of Tarpa, F‘nrida

Very truly ycurs,
For the Director,

i =t
et \ rlf
o Herold Nathﬁn,f}‘
Asgigtant Directnr

YoF

iU

\-\q{'ﬁf’
Jaitas

.—gl.
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OHIDA'COLLIEB COAST HOLLELS,

AT T T T T T T T T S e e e e - e -~ BPEN ALL YE&R - -
I e R e T e e e e 400 ROOMS - 400 BATHS =-=~ = =
- GARAGE IN CONNECT!ON.

90 Sou th Willow Avenue,
el MLy

1, FLORIYT Pebruary $th, 1938.

John Edgar Heover, Esqr.

»
Director Psderal Bureau sf Investigatien,

l&ehington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Heever:

RE: LONGIANA OR HUEYARNA,

The abeve is the way Will Rogers mentiened
LauiéL;i during his life. His death was a real less te
this cpuntry but can't say se much as te Huey Pfiiongs
death.

News items state that you will have to send
your active and GOOD G-Men down there to check up en
Long's fellowers whe broke inte the U. 8. Customs Bldg.
and stele and burned valuable instruments,

Here iz hoping that your men will be able to
correct the evils that Long started and which hee cost
the tax payers of Loulsiansa so much money.

Last Tuesday the Florids State Fair opened and

18 one of the best they have yet had and hope you will

find it possible to be here when the Gasparilla Pirates
RECORDED { T e
captu‘e Tampa next Mondayé '(/A;\ H:k NSNS ?, cif
; INDEXED IR
\“w— Binc ely youra, T T
1 . r'!'*-( Y q i E
r “ !
FEg 197938 ég_g.,,,.m
- [ L ’
\) ,;{ S P. 8, Enclosed is a booklet y u and our friends will -
‘ A (’g enjoy reading. e “!/ '
‘ ’ ;Mj/ FrLorRiDA COLLIER COAST AND A CIATED HOTFLS cg‘\ s E
YEAR ROUND HOTERS SEASONAL HOTELS T YEAR ROUMND HOTELS Ty b
FLORIDAN, Tampa MaNATEE RIVE T, BRADERTONR Dixrg COURT, WEBY FParm BeacH .
Tamea TEF\'RACE.TAMIPA HARASCTA TERRACE, SARASOTA ALCAz,ﬁR,MmM: (;,r

- - Hrawnr WaorTH WEST PaLmM BeacH Lk N
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;o Federal Burean of Investigation
U. &, Bepurtiment of Fustice
DWM:aw 3263 Post Office Building
62-721 New Orlesns, Louisiana
Fedruary 3, 1936
AIR MATL.
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
U. S, Department of Justiee
) Pennsylvania Avenue at Sth Street, N, W.
' Washington, D. C.
o ' Re: Subcommittes to investigate Campaign
I Expenditures - State of I.ouiaianu.
Dsar Sir:
g P
i \ o ¥r. Alfred H\{ Dasplit, Special Investigator for the above named com~

tmittee, telephonically ‘conferred with the w: iter at 11:30 a. m. the rorning of
‘February 3, 1936, and advised thet the reco. s of the subcormitise which were
maintained in a deak in Room 232 {Customhou? ', Rew Orleaps, Louisiana, had been
stolen by unknown partles asame time beiwser ;..15 P. . ot Fedbruary 1, 1935.

4 8:40 «. m. on February 3, 1936.

For the information of the Bureau, the subcommittee funetioning
under the special committes to investigete campeign expenditures has been
eondueting an investigation in the State of louisiana with headquartars at
Room 232 Customhouse, New Orleans, Louisiana, P

BECORDED & INDEFED (ej {’ - Jf, 5 (‘

Honorsble William J. Granfield, United States Corgressmen from
Springfield, Massachusetts, is the Cheirmen of the Subecommittee, Honcrslle
J. Yark Wileox, United Statea Congressman from West Palm Beach, Flori
also on the Subcommittes, Ths investigation by this Subcomu)?
concerned campaign expenditures in the primary election whi

t of Louiasi Jenuary 21, 1 s
State L ana y 21, 1936 FEB 10 9{3

The following named individusls were employed in the New O
Louisiana headquarters of this Subeconmittes:

Mr. Alfred ¥. Daspit; Nr., Earl .T.;}Junot; ¥ias Aline_ELandry.

HNegro messenger by the name of \'Clark" who rormerly had been an

employee of the Collactor of Custoums for approximately fourteen
years.

Mr. Alfred M. Daspit end Mr. Earl J. Juno% subsequently appezred at the
New Orleens Buresu Office and related to the writer that Nr. Daspit had left the
office at Room 232 Customhouse, New Orlseans, Louisisna &t 1 p. m. on February 1,
1936. ¥r. Earl J., Junot, likewise a Congressional Investigator, informed thet he
left the office at about 1:10 or 1:1% p. m. on the same date, and both of these
men advise that bhiss Aline Landry remained in the office typing correspondence.
COPLES S TROYED
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Mr. Daspit and ¥r. Junot, joinmtly, et 8:40 e. m. on Pedruery 3, 1936,
opened up the office at Room 232 Cuastomhbouse. However, Mr. Junot first discovered
that the records were missing and immediately notified My, Daspit, who was in
another part of the building.

It appears that United States Congressman Willjiam J, Granfield from
Weshington, D. C.'had transmitted a Postal wire on Sunday, Februery 2, 1936, which
was roceived at New Orleans, Louisiana, at 1:10 p. m,, advising Mr. Daspit to for-
ward all evidence, letters, and correspondence to Washington, D. C. Investigation
by Mr. Daspit developed that a Postal delivery boy by the name of "Perker" had
placed the usual telegram notice on the door at 232 Custonhouse apparently some
time Sunday, February 2, 1936.

Mr. Daspit advised that Miss Aline Landry had spperently received a tel-
egrem froo Congressman Granfield discontinuing her employment same time either on
February 1, 1936 or February 2, 1936, and that she, therefore, &id not appear for
employment on February 3, 1936, Neither Mr. Daspit nor Mr. Junot suspect Miss
Lepdry, who is from Donaldsonville, Louisisna, ae she came to them highly recommended.

Mr. Daspit advised that it wazs the custom to place all records in the two
desk drawers on the right-hend side of the desk, and o lock the desk, placing the
key under the leather corner of a large bloiter desk pad, The desk containing the
material stolen was located in the private offiece in Room 2722 Customhouse, New
Orleans, Louisiana, being an cuter office and a private office, The files appar-
ently wers removed from the two desk drawers, according to Mr. Daspit, whieh
drawers had apparently deer unlocked with the key and then relocked afterwsards.

Mr. Daspit informed that on the morning of February 3, 1936, a negro
charwomsn had informed that she found the key on the outer rcom table, which later
developed to be the key to the desk.

Mr. Daspit informed that there is always a watchman on duty at the Custan=-
house, and that easch employee or individual must sign in the register, permanently
! bound, their identity and the identity of the rocm which they intend to visit.
i Mr, Daspit advised thet approximately forty or fifty pecople signed the watchman's
record at the Customhouse from between 1 p. m., February 1, 1936 and the opening time
: on Februery 3, 1936.

Mr. Despit and Mr, Junot informed that the following files were misasing;

]l File of letter correspondence from Mr. Daspit apd Nr., Junot to
United States Congressman Granfield.

Tt 1 ile of letter correaspondence from ¥r, Daspit and Mr. Junot to
"""""" B United States Congreesman Wilcox.

]l Genersl file containing miscellaneoue incoming end ocutgoing letters
from individuwals in the State of Loulsiana,

-2 -
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l File on 3t. Bernard Parish.

1 File on Plagquemine Parieh.

1 Pile on Jefferson Parish.

1 Pile on Qrleans Parish ~ including all of New Orleans, Louisiana,

Separate files on the following numberasd wards located in New Orleans,

ll 2’ 3! 4" 5! 6’ 7! 9’ 14‘

1 General file of evidence which had not been ocompletely reviewed snd
on which eorreapondence had not been sent to the Committee at Washington, D. C.
Included in the evidence is three ons docller Bills which were attached to a letter
from an individual, name not known, who stated he had been paid to vote., The
evidence astolen alsoc constituted some fraudulent poll tax certificates and regis-

twmedd om nnw#i'ina‘--a
vaG iYL LUl viiddvavows

Mr, Daspit advised that all files were in legal sized folders and that
those miesing would probably represent a file six inches thick, Mr. Daepit ed-

., ¥ised that whoever took the records wes selective in the type of records stolem,

and, therefors, he did not suspect the negro msssenger or the negro charwoman.

Ro other records were stolen and Mr. Dasplit advised thut the notebooks
of the stenographer on all ocutgoing correstondence are still intact.

Immediately upon receipt of telephonie request of Mr. Alfred M. Daspit
to investigate the case, the writer telephonically conferred with Assistant
Director E, E, Taom, at Washington, D, C., and wes advised to infcrm Mr, Daspit
that the fects of the instant case hed been referred to Washington, D. €. Mr.
Tamm subsequently telephonically informed the writer to advise Mr. Alfred M.
Dasplt that the subject matter should be presented to the Attorcey General at
Washington, D, C., and the writer immediately informed Mr. Dasplt by telephone.
Mr. Daspit was telephoniecally informing the Honorable Williem J. Grenfield.

The writer, late in the afterncon February 3, 1936, wae able to con~
tact Mr. Rens A. Viosca, Unlted States Attorney at New Orleans, Louisians, end
he informed that Mr. Daspit hed contacted him and had deaired to give a state-
ment to the press irmediately on the theft, MNr., Viosca informed that he under-
astood that the Congressional Investigators and office forca here in New Orleans
were to have suspended operaticns as of Februery 1, 1936, according to the tel-
egrem of United States Congressman Grenfield, Nr. Viosca informed that Mr,
Daspit and Mr, .Tunot have heretofore been connected by employment with the office
of the Mayor of New Orleans, louisiana, Honorable T. Sesmes\#almsley,- ‘at New
Orleens, lLouisiana, Mr, Viosca informed that Buddy\cocke, former State Orleans
Parish prosecutor was until recently connected withithe investigative group,
and that Mr. Daspit 4id not know whether Mr. Cocke had a key to the office or not.

It appears, inasmuch as the investigation by the %Congressional Comnittee
concerned a primary election, that the Bureau would not have investigative juris-
diction unless materisl or records stolen could bve considered Govermment property.

‘3~



If the property stalen is not Government property, exmmination mmst de made of

the state statutes to ascertain whether jurisdiction for thefts and other offenses
occurring in the Customhouse remained within the jurisdiction of the State under
stats statutes, as is alweys done in cases where property of individuels is stolen
out of the Post Office.

No investigation will be conducted by the New Orleans Burean Office

ha Bnraan
- w )

1 anthrnmidw {na mosaivad Fmoam .
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Very truly yours,

D, W, mgee,(
Special Agent in Charge,.



Dl ;aw 326} Post Office Building,
25-125 New Orleans, Louisiana.
S ~ January 31, 1936.

PIRSONAL, L AIR MAIL:
i , o .

Direator, - ¢ S S R

Federal Bureau of Investigetiom, .- >~ .- oo

U, 8. Department of Justiows, . S
Pormeylvania ivenus et 9th Street, B, W., - -
Washington, D. Ca - l/ o

i

RE! ARTHUR L} HITWZR, with aliacesj
HATI NAL BANK ACT. R
Dear 8irs = o o ) .
Kindly refsr to report of Speciml Agent R. Whitley, New
Orleans, louisisns, dated September 15, 1934, and $o report of Spescial
Agent ¥, W, Meekins, Buffalo, New York, duted November 14, 1934, rel-

ative the sbove entitled subjeot.

¥r. Frank Kanning, ona of the ohief invectigators for the
louisiena State Bureem of Criminal Identificution and Investigstionm,
who maintains an office in New Orleans, Louisiana, telephoniocally
conferrcd with the writer on tha morning of Januury 31, 1936, and
requasted a lettor showing the disposition of the inotunt eose,
together with facts indicating that sudject Hitner was surrendered
tc the New Orleans Bureau Office, - : : S

Reforence report of ¥r., Whitley indiestes that he conferred
with the late United Stotes Senator Huey P. long, and bscame coganlzant
of the offense against subject through Senator lLong end ¥r. Frank Loaning.

I informed ¥r, Manning thet I had no fucts availeble releative
the manner in which Hitner was surrendered t¢ the Bureau, but thut un-
doubtedly his file would furnish all the desired information. ¥, Yunning
thon requested a copy of the eriminal record, as well as & photegraph,
of subject Hitner, and I afvived him that 1 would secure a ooy of
eriminal resord and would forwmurd same to him, together with photograph.

i. ! ! ,/ \W'.
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I hnvt ¢lo-noa rrun ny eonvnrnation tith Kr. lanning

- that mcﬂnuy request for eriminal record might have scme -
~ bearing on the investigation being made by the Louisians State

Buresu relative the sircumstances surrounding the death of the
late Senator Husy P, Long. ¥r. Manning sdvised me that United
Stotes Senstor Elect Allen ,f Xllender, of lLouisiana, was going
to introduce a resclution in' the Senate when he arrivas there
demanding a senatorial 1n705t13&$10n at tho dcnth nf the lltl -

: Senator Huey P. Long.

"I sees no objestion %o .ubmitting %0 ﬂ:o Louisianu State
Buresu of Identification and Investigetion through Mr, Manning e
copy of the oriminal record of subject Arthur L. Hitner, through
the KNew Orlean: Buroau Ottiee, P ‘

Subjset Arthur L. Hitnor is prosontly mrﬂng [ nentanco

of thres yearas and one ronth in the United States Northeastern
Peni tentiary at Lowisburg, Femnsylvania. %This subjeot bears New
Orleans Yederal Jail ¥o. 2412, _

Eindly tracsmit to this office %wo ecples of photograph
of subject Arthur L. Hitner, together with his oriminal record,

Very truly youra,

D. W, MagBQ=
Special Agent in Charge.
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Ox ‘ Mr, Nethun 7

My. Tolwon _ ".......

: . .\- " o e o . . * 2 Mr. Baughman ..._..
e @tfnsum Df g]nﬁeshgaimn \ Chlef Clerk .. _
N ) % Mr. Megg ... ...
y'g" @‘Pmﬂf Uf:‘.}]lmﬁl:t { Mr. Coffey .......oe-
526% Poat Office B‘uildins, Mr. Edwards ._......
DRd: ew. New Orleans, La. Mr. Egan. ...
Tamiinwer 1Z 1422 Mr. Foxworth . ...__.
t. vanuary 4v, 1838,

Director,
, Yederal Bureau of Investigation,
+ Us S, Department of Justice,
| Pennaylvania Avenus at 9th St. N.W., APpRrpnxpTVArrNCIES
\JU Washington, D. C. AND ]“T‘F""“ n 'ﬂrs

ﬁ/ Dear Sir: : éﬁv}m/“%&ﬂ

~ i

2 Honorable Rene Ai;Vioaca. United States Attorney, New Orleans,

' ;jouisiana, at moon today advised that United States Congresgmgn_glggglggggﬁggr,
z

ﬂnf TAandiaiana sonAiAnta Pam (Tawavmnarn anf tha Gbaba of Tl adasss

ioulisiana, candigats for Governor of ths Stats of Iloulsiana, United States
Congresamen John N.|Sandlin and United States Congres JSandera Jr,,
desired a conferepce’ with the writer with reference to the ;EE;EEG ectivities
of members of tizgfurg;g_gggg in New Orleana, Mr, Vicsca made arrangements for

“a confersnce at thd St. Charles Hotel, which was had by those named above and
- the writer on the afternoon of Ianuary 13, 1936.

It developed that the constituents of Congressman Dear had heard
rumors;to the effect that various members of the Purple Gang, especislly one
“of the}Bernatains. woere {n New Orleans for a confersnce with membars of the
 State inistration, for the purpose of either assisting the Stete Adminiatra-

. tion in the primary elesction on January 21, 1936, or to become connected with
the poliey racket or the slot machine racket, the latter being in open activity
5 at New Orleans.

_-“J It appeared that the eforenemed gentlemen desired investigation to
. detemmine whether members of the Purple Geng were in New Orleans, either to dbe
. placed as supernumeraries on the New Orleans Police Departmant for election
. mattars or to become connacted with the gamdling interests.

The writer informed these gentlemen thet in the absence of any
definite information of & violation over which this Bureau would have investi-
gative jurisdiction, no active investigation could be instituted at the present
time, but that the writer would be glad to receive a list of members of the
Purple Gang who were known to be in New Orleans, : . @ T 'y }

RECORDED & INDEXED IJ’"J* i !,C% L
<) Mr. Viosca had previously informed these gentlemen that Mr, A, D. '
g \Burford in charge of the Intelligence Unit, United Statas Treasury Department,
\\ was aetﬁe;y intersated in investizatlons 1ﬁvc.z.v1ng garﬁw..xng uu.c‘:l‘éﬁha, for
(_{ possible income tax violations. During my conference with these gentlemen,

,‘f;f they advissd that they were to have a conference with Mr. Burford, and inasmuch
"U;a as the connection of any Purple Gang members in New Orleans would undoubtedly -
* be with the gambling interesta, they felt that the matter should be laid before }
f

\\ Mr. Burford. !Ah 1) A év A (@/n_ e
COPLES - DbbiﬁOIMJIt developed that Oscar R, iWhiiden, who at dm i\ wes under investi-
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gation by this office as an applicant for eppolintment tc the position of
United States Marshal, Fastemn District of louisiana, was the one who sup-
plied the original irformation that members of ths Purple Geng might be in
New Orleans. Mr. Whilden was to furnish Mr, Viosce with a list of any mem-
bers of this group who were thought to be in New Orleans, and same will de
transmitted to this office by Mr, Viosca.

21, 1936, and many sich Inquiries for investigation, eavoring of a politieal
nature, may Ye sxpected to be received at the New Orleans Bureau Office. I
anm adopting the policy herstofore followed by Speciel Agent in Charge Rhea
Whitley, in avoiding eny investigations of a political nature. Should any
recueats for investigaetion be received by this office that bear direstly on
a violation over which this office has investigetive jurisdiostion, and yet
savoring of political embroilmeuts, I will advise ths Bursau of their na

prior to inveatigation.

vl J/
The§§r1magx‘election in the State of Iouisiana will be held January

P ey
U“-‘-v

Mr, Eugene*%tanley, former District Attorney, Orlcans Parish, New
Orleens, Louisiana,!several days ago, in the local newspapers, carried an
article warning the' public of possible violations of the election laws, in-
dicating that it would be a federal offense, and citing numerous cases.
There may be soma later effort to request investigation in this connection,
and all such matters recelved will be rererred to the Uhited States Attorney.

Mr, Viosca, in this connection, has indl

complainta with grsat caution.

United States Congressmen Cleveland Dear, J
J. Y. Sanders, Jr., appesred satisfied with my explanation relative the in-

_ vestigation reguested.

I will remain in touch with the situation and obtain the residences
here of =ny members of the Purple Gang, especially if they are named aa
supernumeraries on the New Orleans Police Department, and will check their

names againat those listed as Purple Gang members on page 303 of the summary
report in the kidnapling case of Cng;}@gmgjgzindbergh:

Very truly yours,

D. W. Mages,
Specisal Agent in Chargae.
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U-S5. LAW TO APPLY — 1

IN BALLOT FRAUDS,

. STANLEY-DECL

. &

Federal Statute Covering
Congressional Primaries,
Carrying Rigid Penalties,
to Be Invoked, He Ave

FTHOROUGH SIFT OF

REPORTS PROMISED

Civi! Rights to Be Protected,
Home Rule Committee
Head Asserts; Cites ‘Evi-

. dence, Past Experience’

*

Federal law making Interference
with civil rights at apn election in-
¥olving congressional candidates
punishable by maximum imprison-
ment of 10 years and fine up to
$5000 will be invoked fn cases of

all persons suspected of fraud-.il dew receipts have been issued after
the January 21 primary, former Dis-

trict Attorney FEugens
warned in a staternent Sunday.

Mr. Stanley, chairman of the legal
eommittea for the Cleveland Dear
Home Rule ticket, asserted that
“*we intend to 1aake every legal ef-
for to prevent the casting of fraudu-
lent votes, or the fradulent count-~
ing of the votes cast and the mak-
ing of a fraudulent return by any
tommissioner,”

t
Mr., Stanley said that he end his!

. concentrate on these spots, and

anyone to conapire to injure a per-

Fetmimwthe exercise of civilwsighit. o]
Section Applies

*In the approaching primary elec-

{ion candidates for the United Statea

Congreass and United States Senate

will be wvoted for, and the United

S

TFTom my past experience in 'In-
vestigating fraudulent registratihns
In the city of New Orleans, I krfow
the exact spots where such fraudu-
lent registrations will be most likely
attempted, and know the names of
the persons most likely to be guilt

[} atternpted fraud, and I sE&

these peraons, at the outset.

Co ‘Grossly Padded* -

“In many instances, from informa-
tion mlready in my possession, we
have discovered that certain loca-
tions have been grossly padded with
bergons not now living there, and
who never resided there; that some
of the names of reglstrants are fig-
titious; that some Jersons are reg-
{stered from different warde and
some in different parishes; that mi-
nors have been registered and that
tegistration certificates have been is-

&tates supreme court and TUnited
Statez courts of appeal have held
that the above section of the United
States revised statutes applies to
those cases coming within the terms
of the statute in & primary election
lwwhen congressional and senatorial
eandidates participate. .

“In the Herndon case in Texgp the
supreme court held that in a primary
retertion where candidates for Con-
gress were voted for that such an
election was equivalent to & final
election and was within the jurisdic-
tion of the United States court.”

‘Every Legal Effort’

“We do not desire to hinder or to
make it difficult for sny citizen of
the atate lawfully entitled to vote to
cast his vote election day, but we do
fntend to make every legal effort to
prevent the casting of fraudulent
votes, or the fraudulent counting of
the votes cast and the making of a
fraudulent return by any commission-
ers of election, and wherever the

wed in blank by the registration of-
fice, to be signed by the precinct’
workers with the name of the pre-
tended registrant (the precinet work-

Stanley 4o prove these statements s alrer

America for the protection of the civ-

ér also signs the original registra-
tion book, so that the signatures will
compare, if ¢hecked); that 1934 poll-

facts submitted to us show a vio-
lation of the United States laws we
intend to submit the facts to the
United States attorney for investiga-
tion and =action. .

“The making of a false return by
any commissioner of election in a
slate primary where candidates for
Congress and the Senate are voted for

the hooks have heen closed. EvMeEr =¥ an offense under the laws of the

in my possession. .
‘We intend to avail ourselves of
every constitutienal and statutory
right granted us by the constitution
and laws of the TUnited States of

il rights guranteed us under the con-
stitution and laws of the United
States,

“We particularly intend to seek

eommittee will thoroughly investi- }the_ protection afforded us by the
gate reports that wholesale fraud onited States law (Section 5508 of

has been perpetrated in registering'P'e United States Revised Btatutes}

of voters, and pointed out that as i‘which makes it a felony, punishable
a result of his experience in such & not to exceqd -$5000. 4nd
studies in the past he knows ‘‘the|lmprisonment for not more than 10

United States, and has been decided
numerous times by the United States
pupreme court.

“A decision In point ig that of
United States vs Mosley and Hogan
(decided in 1915), Vol. 59 U. 8, Sup.
Ct. Rpts. (L. Ed.) 1355, wherein it
was paid: - i

“ '‘Conspiracy of state election of-
Ticials to omit the returns from cer-
tain precincts' at an election for
member of Congress from their count
and from their returns to the state

alantiom haard ig indictahle undar the
200N 3CATG o2

eriminal code of the Unitéd Eiales.

(Signed) "EUGENE @™* N;LJEY."

exact spots where such fraudulent years in the federal penitentiary for
regisirations will he most likely at-; '
tempted” and thé *‘names of the
persons most likely to be guilty.”
His statement follows:

*As chairman of the Cleveland
Dear legal committee to investigate
the claim_ that wholesale fraud has
been committed in the registration of
voters In this state, it js my inten-
tigir—to nake thls investigwiror—ey
complete as possible.

'\W\N\’-‘"‘\ of

ﬁ' WI M&Eee,
Special Agent

1 509 -9 4

n Charge



Tga,k:.‘[ IR

-t ) i
o 2 & JAN 211236

o AR ]

. L .‘S./‘J*ﬁ'—-' ra 7 C“ o 1!/ 2 - & .
-~ v Fa —— ! 2 6 0 .
| INDEXED R

S i e ¥ Sy RN x‘j -~
T e L BNV AV 00 R EL ‘
S s g ., AN 18 1935
’ N . N - ‘\./Q.-'v&' C‘::'a‘-w-t'-.«\.) W ’-i’. i s A ‘l-i Cf"*’”' l’an'"L

;;J W Q”. fr - * (-s.\ "\Bw J _-;pm;_f\
‘;J(‘:— f.-;-ﬂu c» G }wi’c..,ef 1);1,; ,— /M\.i-x".\ P
1“"5 i SN x’uxii sl " *'4' M QC‘-J e oj f"ﬁ'\*""" -
PRI S Wars wvenrd gl ol
,.’:Qé,ﬁ" ¢ J L JJ!&LJ .(u vl M ~ ft-f,u-ol &.MP\ < 7'9" had
Sl SR (AR IVIAIN J: S oo el TOOA
) -/ N?‘}A o /CL&M R é«.*\
) XN w e 4

; V- .’ .
o { ,)/_,-.pﬂ L‘\ ’r/ LA d Gt St
! ux et TP

et Len Ting GEe (i o
o - - . L\L’\J ~ h-{ l" w/ £t _,!} . .
@ UL - L 1‘ ) 6.5.9 {\f—’ v . : iy VM’d\/ z . :- f h . &“A ? C‘#;‘ .

: -' T b s by Teae o

hf(:x.i t{ e I OMM I3 P S \/ 2 ) ¢ A d‘-“'“ ; ¥ LA

i h phews Tiped  Tiny VAT /i e

v \\IM t,f , /9',‘]}_%;(‘,{/&) W@’f&' l Nv\/"—i\/ [j~.~4 /..r/"wv S

t s Trrrsy L i Uitf YA ek
- ﬁec,&ﬁ o Jr*

N pua A E © T -7
Ta vt clent LA

) - T L Al \
AT Y I g -\.u«\.a«.toi

e o XCL(L'\P,WJ /X
P

+ ¢

\-/f v

T R R = 7 P e e R




‘Dear Campaigns
In An ERA Auto

Not only has Cleveland Dear
¥, ; turned the reliet money of Rapides
Parish into a huge boodle trough
| for his own political friends, but
he was caught using an ERA auto-
mobile to ride around in.

When the Dodo was in Cameron
Parish last week he was riding
through and about Cameren, Hack-
berry, -Starks and Sulphur in a
Ford coach, license No. 283-178,
owned by the ERA and driven by
_1& relief foremagn, Steve Aifred! J

R G %
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Wby Don't Xlcox & Co.
 Investigate THIS?

Notorious Election Steal in Arkansas Can’t
Be Investigated—But Louisiana

Must Lose Its Rights

(Editor's Note: The Ex-Governor of Arkansas has written the

following article especially for

The American Progress, pro-

viding conclusive PROOF that the purpose of the congres-
sional “investigation” of the Loulslana election is purely and
simply an atteropt to bludgeon & state ipto the  surrender

of its sovereign rights.)

i
\

By FORMER GOVERNOR TOM TERRELL
0Of Arkansas .
While fair dealing should be extended to all peoples of
all sovereign states by the Federal Government, in al]l elec-

tice to all alike? NO!
inotorious stealing of primary
elections in ALL the states
alike? NO!

Do they spend the taxpay-
ers’ money on junketing trips
to investigate primary elec-
tion frauds in QTHER states?

NO?

Only in Louisiana!

Let us point to an open notori-
ous, rank steal in the Seventh
Congressional District of Arkan-
sas, where Hon. Tilman B. Parks
| sbrves as the Congressman from
ttat district, although the courts
o! that district held that the elec-
| thn had been stolen from the Hon,
.| Wade Kitchens, yet that same

it
=3
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?

Do they investigate all the®

1 Nh

tions in ALL the states, does this same Government, con-
trolled by these same high officials, deal out the same jus-

el

House of Representatives at Wash-
ington did not uns at Parks, and
it did nof investigate that notori-
ous ateal!

Wade Kitchens, who resides at
Magnolia, Arkansas, went to
Washington and there pleaded
with the House to unseat Parks
and give him the seat that belongs
to him.

Did they do it? Did they
send investigators down thers
to ascertain the true facts?
NO! {

This same Congressionak
Cominittee, spending the taxd
payers’ mcney watching th
sovereign State of Louislana)
refuses to go inte the stench
of Arkansas.

hege same Cone

whora ore
e Wi

wil, Wiltl'e «»

gressmen from Washington? Oh;
where are they that want to deal

J out honest, square justice? They
{ cannot ignore that primary elec-

tion, because it was so rotten the
courts there dug into it and openly

held to all the world that Till B.
"Parks was NOT elected to the
i very seat he now holds, and has
‘held since the st primary elec-
"tion in that great £*ate in August,
1934,

Notwithatanding Wade Kitchens

was elected as the Congressman-

from that district, does the Hon-
~prable Congressipnal Lommittea
seek to see that an American cit-
izen gets and holds the office to
“which he was elec.ed?

Mr. Kitchens contested the elec-
tion of Parks and, after a long-
drawn-out term of court investi-
gating the election, and after it
was held that Kitchens was elect-
'vd, does he get his office? No!

‘et the American people say
ether we.are-bainy treated wy"

al justice. .

Can lawyer on the
American soil with any de-
gree of legality say that the
Government at Washington

. ean go into any sovereign
State and there control a pri-
mary election? .

How long will a so‘vereign

State Iast? Wht kind of a
mave Is that? Are we head-
ed for a dictatorship at

Washington?

You be the judge!
, Wake up, America, and ask
yourselves if this great State is
getting & square deal, let alone a
New Deal: Thiy same govern-
ment at Washington is trying to
browbeat Louisiana, and yst they
de net extend }hat same treat-
ment to other states where it is
openly admitted that a congres-
slonal seat was stolen in a most
corrupt manner in Arkansas.
© Wake up, America, and ask
your great eitizenship if Louisi-
ana should be treated in this man.
ner. If so, then why permit the
rotten, rank steal to exist in the
Seventh Congressional District of
Arkansas? '

Wake up, A America, and ask
yourselves if a man should ait in
the halls of that great body at
Washington when the American
i courts have held that the was not
elected.
.Has that same great congres-
. 8ional body gone into the Louisi-
ana matter with clean hands?
"Have they cleanel] their own house
before coming irjto this matter in
Louisiana, wherd no election has
"been yet held? j ' .

is it that the great American
-government is being arrayed
against one set of citizenship in
this great State?

Is that the kind of Gévernment
we have at Washington? A polit-
ical partisan government who
hates one faction of a state and
helps another to their detriment?
Is that the eituation that confropts
America?
| God pity us If that be true!

h»__:"":‘"“-’-—‘-—-‘-b—-
] SEES LONG'S WORKS

NEW ORLEANS. — Another
:distinguished visitor to Louisiana
to marvel at the things Huey P.
Long accomplished for the people
of this state was the Greek envoy
‘to the United States, Demetrius

; Bicilianos, who last week marveled

at the new Huey P{"Long Bridge,
traveled the fine paved highways

"and saw the magnificent capitol at

Baton Rouge and the great state
university.

He placed a wreath on the grave
‘of Huey Longr— 3
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During a telephtonic conversation which Mr. Thomgpson had with

Special Agent in Cherge Magee of the-New Orleans Office, he said that

—+ through the United States Attorney there in New Orleans, he received a

~ request for a conference with two Congressuen and one Senztor about the
gengster sityation in Louisisna in the coming election. These gentlemen
were Mr. J. P.Isanders, Jr. end John NI Sendlin, the Congressmen, and
Cleveland\Dear, the Senator. These gentlemen wanted Mr. ilagee to under-
take at once an extensive investigation relative to the Purple Gang, who
are reported to be in Louisiana to do some "dirty work" in connection with
the coming election on Januay 21, 1936. Mr. Magee said that these men hed
absolutely nothinz definite, and it appeared that they just more or less

wanted conflrmetlon or denial on the prt of Mr. Megee as to the presence

of this ;ang in Loulsiana s0 that it mipght be used for politieal purposes.
Mr. Magee said he told these gentlemen that in the absence of

2 specific violation of & Federal lew within the investigative jurisdiction

of this Bureau, no investigation could be conducted. A letter of co.plete

“ detail end particulars is being forwarded to the Burzau by ir. Magee

™ relative to this nmatter. //
' — Respectfully,
: -
i i E. A, TAMM.
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