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SYHOFSIS OF FACTS:

- . Ho1lyvood Anti-Hazi Leaguc founded aL\Lt 1937
in effort tc unite Jewrish people and cthers in
ollyvood novie’/eslony-inte \rﬂanlz ti"n tc conbat
iNaziisn on local scalk., Approxinato ly 3,000 persons
becarie nembers. Learue mublished Laper, "qulyvzac
SO, which expesed Nezi influence in this Cfuntry ﬁ&
3&n supported vari-us (rwactu icdentific! with ~
sommunist Party. Pajer ceasc? sublicoticn in 1940. by
ormunistic influence clearly iscernible in Leacue b}
fran organizatiens supported by it and its prosran,

; uﬂjﬁrlty of officers and mony »reninent’ nembers have
"?\ybccn identificd with Commnistic activity. .In Dec.
,TQ%“ 1939, shertly after Russ 1an~Gbr"“n cgrcencnt, Hollywood
O panti~Nazi Leacue change! name to Hollyvesd Leapue for
Demceratic dcticn, a clear roflccti*n of the change
in Corrmnist Party linc. At aresent tinc, Learue is
consicered defunct and a numbder of its, | 11ncnt ncnbers
re identified with' inerican Pence stlllzatlon.
Review of the filcs indicates the Lecazue ~norated

as a Cowrmnist front rranizatison,
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ILS: AT LOS ANGELES, CiLiP.

Refcrence *letype requested 2 review of the files concerning
the Hollyviood League for Demceratic Acticn. It was requested that data
be obtained and submitted to include the date; place and cirew.ctrvens L
origin, perscnal histery of cach officer, a 1list of spenscrs, the ains
and purpeses, program,connections, ranifications, ncmbership naticnally
and by state, copies of all evailable literature, and items of a kindred
naturc. A full discreet and complete investigation was also requested.

The information set cut in this repsrt is based sclely cn an
extensive review of the files in the Los ingeles Field Office. Hot
only were the indices checked, but a complote revier was made of related
files which were bclieved to contain infornaticn of velue te this
investiration. In those instances wherc naterial was lccated in
related files, an abstract was nade indicating iie refercnce and the
data included in this repert. & considerable amcunt of the material
requested by the Bureau is contained in the files of the Los Anpreles
Field Officc, and this materisl has becn completely set oub in this
report. lowever, it is realized that certain information 7ill have
to be cbtained by discrect investication. Appropriate leads are being
set cut tc obtoin a2ll infermation to fully cover the history of the League
as well as its officers. '

A1l of the informaticn hercafter set cut is obtained fron the
scurces indicated, and vhenever the rcporting asent interjected any
observations, they have been designated in scporate paragraphs paren-
thetically.
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Enenorandun from Confidential Infcrnm”c"
; ﬁeflectq that the December 22, 1939, issue ¢ i0Llywood Now
a

e Hollywood Anti-Nazi League for Defense of American Democracy d
penceforth be kncwn as the Hollyweod League for Demccratic Action,
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(For clarificaticn it is noted that the Hellywced Anti-Nazi
Lca{,ue for Defensc of American Demcracy Vias oIy anlzpd abou 1937 and
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chanred on Decenmber 22, 1939, as indicated in the feregoing paragraph.
The publication, "Hollywcod Wow", is the official crpon of the Hellywood
Anti-Nazi Learue and the Hollywocd League for Denceratic fction. This
publication vas discontinued somctine in 1940 ot about the time the
Hollyvmood Leapue fer Denocratic Acticn bepan e lapse inte obscurity,
when it was more c¢r less replaced by the/Hcllyweod Pcace Forun, and
thereafter theiiAnerican Peace Crusade, and finally the finerican Peace
Mobilization. At the present tinme only sporadic refercnce is nade to
the Hollywood Leapue for Demecratic Aetion, and it is nmore or less

considered a defunct organiation.) : GAIRA
mforwarded a letter tc the Los angeles Field
Office dated Augus s , in wvhich he scts cut his participation

in the Leapue and rives his analysis of its activitics, The najor
portion of—letter is being quoted verbatin as follows:




L

iferbert Dibernan: i stro ng
the arip @ od rx ige lutlﬂmry iden, At thg tine I 4
cORTa acted hin Russia had already struck and as lr e Pies

personaliv, covidently in

has pcinted out, therc was at that tinc a shlft in the
cerrunist :u.eolwy as if it were being nanufactured in .
rnany. Thorcf~rc I cculd nct tell vhether his fixed 1dda ~
inspired by comlunlsn or Nazisn. In any case he noveg - 3
in a nental shell against vhich all pointed ucsticns ar® ‘
blunted, He is now one of the mainsprings 3P the o ¢
Peace Forum. This latter is probably a nere dirveet bstitutd

for the nmore or less defunct Lear gue. I have ronderer’ if ,
j b

ﬁbernan night not really ve a Nazi werking within an
anti-naz:, crganization,




. "Prof. Norman{Byrne. A very fluent lccturer in the b7c
dommunist ideology, nunlabelled,
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"o sua up. On thc whole I would say thot vhoatever the
inner plan was, in order to get 2 follewing they had to play
up the anti-Nazi angle and consequently did nuch “aec in
quickening the entire country against the Hozl menace.

Since this propaganda necessarily reached ''-» general public
and the subtle pre—communist ideclogy only reacheg o handful
of the members they at least did mere good than harm. &heir
energies now seen bent on paralyzing us with unpreparecness
anc. a false pecace.

"The Hollywood Peace Forum seems to be a nore cdefinitely
pro-corrunist (and by implications prc-Hitler) cff-shoot. K

2 was one of the ring-leaders.
found it thorgughly subversive

: oy ) orl

standpoigt_tjjs .is the gause of demccracy and ary bel:

of France angd Englgnd is well calculated to undernminc our

belief that therc is a cause. The voice that says this is

an imperialistic war in which we have no true interest is

the voice of the totalitarian powers, vhether thc spezker

knows it or not, In this case I have no Jdoubt some of then

kncw precisely what they are deing. —

"On re-reading this it contains s: much of onc man's
opinion and s: little that is factual I woncer if it is werth
the tinme of writing cr of rcading it. 3Sut perhaps cvery little
bit helps to put the picture togcther.t

(65-796-20.)
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forvarded a repert tc thie Los anfolcs riol Oilice 0
40, ccvering the lbollywced Learue for Denceratic

has furnished informaticn to the Les .ngelcs Ficld
Office fron Tinc to time, and alticuch somc questicn c:ncerning his
reliability has arisen, his rooors is being sct cut in full, since
he has indicated therein his ssurces of inforucts-n.

T HEE e

".IZIDERS & SSOCIATES:
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\"Hembcrship Dues:

A. Honere—y iiiser, 3390 N

B. Sustai- . | lahor, 930 o,

C. Contributing Zeter, 510 woon.
D. lkrher. 4 %2.00 per year.

"PUSLICATION:

Hollywnod Now.
Published eckly & 5¢ pcr copy.
. Distributed by:
| Pacific Mews Agency,
©1233 W, 2nd St., Los Jngeles, Calif.

"Orpanizaticn financed by:

A. ilenbership Dues.

3. Contributi:ns.

C. licticn Picturc Producers.

D. Proninent Stage and Sercen Stars.

"NOTES & COMMENTS: bu

"Dies Cormittce report: "The Comiittee finds that the fcllowing
organization (is) preperly classified as a YFront crpanizationt,
of the Ccmunist Party:

( LEAGUE OF AIERICAN VRITERS
miceting places of Iollywoocd League for Denceratic Action.

6715 Devcrly Dlvd.

First Unitcrian Church, 8th St. ncar Vernent Ave.
6513 Hollyviood 21lvd,

Homes of llenbers & Associates,

Offices in ilntion Picture Studics.




O™

. s CONFIDEATIAL

nee.

ifction Picture Produccers active in varicus projects advanced
by the Hollywood Leapuc fer Democratic Acbicn-

Samuel Coldwgm -

"etion picture stars active in vari-us prejects advanced by
the Hollywoo: seague for Denocraticetron:
%

pencer Tra

15

and cthers.

"otion Picture Writcrs active in varizus prcjects advanced by
the Hellywoed League for Democratic acticn:e '

"Ixanples of questic

nable activitics; Vigorously supported ]
the followring:

A« abrahar Linccln 3Jrigale (Corrwunist Front)
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3./‘I.P.A.,/Theatrical Project (Judged to be
contrclled by the 76th Cengress. Project
was ¢iscontinued because of evidence nrescnted.)

C. | Negre Schocl{Teachers, (scnt delegation bofore
County Supervisors to pretest against Jiscriminatory
appertionnent of Negro School Teachers in Los Angcles
City Schcols as against White Teachers.)

D. Oponscred necting at Philharncnie Auciteriua for
the purpesc of arcusing public sentinent against
!lartin Dics for his recent articles in 'Liberty
Magazinet, exposing Corrwnism in Hellyiood. At
this nceting, 'Diest' was termed ' dann liar and
a fascist rcacticnary.! Comrmunists s-1d pamphlets

Tin lcbby of theatre during necting for the benefit
of Comnunist Earl Drevder's lesal defensc apainst
federal presccuticn on passpert viclations.

E. Cooperates withfInternational Labor Defense, which
is the Legal Secticn of the Coaumunist Party of
inerica.

F. Opposes present investigation of PFifth Cclumnn!
activities, all prcposed legislaticn toffinger-
print{aliens,restrict irmigration, Congressional
actich to bar aliens, Dund members and Ceorrmnists
fron relief rolls.

"SOURCES OF THIS INTORIATION:
4. [Dies Comnittee reports
3. 'Newspapers for past twe year:
C. 'Hollyvood Howt
D. Perscnal observation
E. " files

"Cornent:

N

Thquq%l mogl. Leaguc, £o1 'encé;ézic‘Anttﬁn naintains a staff ong 1
25 Sy m%m ﬁt%ea R !

investigd ¢ are placed in each studioc,

There is nc cdoubt that the crganizaticn is a 'Communist Front!
of the vorst type. 411 evidence poirts to this conclusicn.®

(65-796-12.)
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forwarded to the Los Anccles Ficld &Q&‘S o.g

an issue ol "Hollyviooc NowT, which is uncated and which, fron its text,
appears tc be an issuc Juring the carly part of lugust 1940. In view
of the fact that this issuc clearly sets out the ains and purposecs <f
the League, the entirc issue is being queted hereafter:

" HOLLZY0O0OD NOV

HOLLY'O0OD LEAGUE FOR DEIOCRATIC ACTION 6513 HOLLY.OOD BOUii ARD
Hillside 7391

"Dear l'enber:

nRemenber us? Ve're the crpanizaticn that was fighting Nazisnm
then Knudsen, Stettinius, Tillkie and Kncx were singings ite praises.
Tle're the crganizaticn that dencunced Chanmbérlain and Dalacdier for
Jjoining with Hitler in the nurder cf Spain, for the erime cof !funich,
'the peace to enc pecace.' Ue said the denceratic peoples of the world
could quarantinc fascism on?' stop war. Vo said the reacticnary rulers
of the world would Hitlerize their ovm countries and fuarantce war,

"And we're the organization which conderned both sides when
war finally came. Some ¢f ycu thcught we were naking a nistake. Sonme
thourht we were adopting the very policy of surrender and appeasenent
we had previcusly ccndemned, ¥%We said that both sides wiere firhting
their people norc strenucusly than they were firhting cach other.

We pointed out that you cannct fight for democracy by first destroying
your ovm denccracy; that England cannot figcht for freeden vhile <denying -
that freedon tc her own peeple and tc the people of India, that IEngland
cannct fight fascisnm by stabbing China in the back by closing the Durna
supply route. e pofnted out that France could not conduct a var
against fascism by creating a fascist governnent. We pointed out

that the fifth column was not tc be found in the ranks of the people;

or in the people's crganizations, but in the ranks of the rulers.

Ancd the betrayal of France anc French denocracy by Petain and cthers
high in the govermnent nreved us right.

'7e arc not beasting that 'we told you so.' Dut we are
boasting that we have never abandonec our hatred of tyranny or our
faith in a denccratic peace. We have never abandoned 'the Ancrican
way', the cemcecratic way! THEY have abandened it! And 'they! are
the fifth c~lumn, 'they' erc not the people.  'Tuesy' are the war

12—
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nongers, the industrialists nicasuring patriotism in terns of supcr
var profits, the patricteers screaming ¢f 'mational defense! while
stripping cur arned forces to scll guns and planes and ships to
forcign nations; they are the pcliticians vhe s ook of tdaneeracy?
while destroying the democratic gains of lober and the -r-anizations
of the pcople. They arc the hypoerites whe speak of 'libuortyt and
persecute the foreign born. They speak of 'freedenm! and nian a
blitzkrieg of imperialist adventurc in South dnerica and ~vico,

“E have never abandoned 'the Anerican vay! - THEY have bet—ved it!

"The past few months have broucht to Anerica the marching
nenace of Faseisn against which the League has foucht for six long
years. And ncw we facc the core of Fascisn ~ nilitary co.scsiption
for the population of Anicrica. That ncans that within 60 days you
.anc I vdll be geing dovm to the veting beoths to ropister for nilitary
@onscription in peace-tine —- UNLESS we act now.

\

"Nane? JAddress? Ape? finy Cependents? No, that doesn't 7L

count - you have no dependents, buddy. Here's your nunmber, "

"The craving ~ for the nanes of 1,200,000 youn: nen -

vould come later. Naturally the bands will be playing, and
there will be flags and speeches.

"Number - that's Just feund a job. .
Nurber QP - who? ? There he is, the little ey
over there. Nmberz— HEY! THIT'S ME! HEY, TILVT'S
THIS ALLL ADOUT?

"Height weight inhale exhele say AK fingerprints sign
‘here take that gun say SIR. TYou'll be out in a year if the
President deesn't extend your tine.

"SAY SIR! Yessir, THAT'S THIS ALL L50UT?

"ell, they say it's for Naticnal Defcnse. Aren't you for it?

"SURE WE'RE FOR IT! Naticnal Defense - defcnsc . f the nation, of the
people, and of the people's rirht to Life, Liberty and Peace! And in
cefense cf their pgece the people are crganizing - into a new kind of
orgenization - THE|{AZRICAN PLICE CRUSADE.

"On Junc 8th, 30,000 pecple net -n the steps ¢f the City Hall anc
formed the American Peace Crusade. The Crusade is formed of Peace
Clubs. Each club has five or ncre riembers. The cnly ncnmbership
requirenent is that you want pcacec! Talk to your fanmily, to your
friends. Then, vhen you have five cr ncre whe vant to Join with you

~13-~
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to kcep Anmerica at peace, call HILLside 7391 and we'll tell you how to
do it. Dut organize now so that a delegatc from your club can join
the 500 dclegates going fron Les Angeles to Chicago to join with 25,000
of their fellows cn August 31st in an Energency Peace lichilization to
defend Anmerica, tc keep Ancrica a democracy, to kocp America out of war!
THE ATERICAN PEACE CRUSADE - THE/PEACE ORGANIZATION OF T 1WOPLE!
R CEE S CEECE EH E JE

"SEND THE PEACE DELEGATES OFF “ITH A4 BAHNG! Cone to "3

Footlight Party. .t the ITUSIC BOX THEATRE, Hollywood Jlvd.

& Gower, Saturday nite, AUGUST 17. On the stage - 1.0 JIHG.

In the pit - A HOT 5.MD. On the roof garden - DRINi. .. LATS.

All over the house - FUN, GAGS, GiLES. and a show he the

‘Hollywicod Theatre illiance JIO3ILE THEATRE., Jdnission is a

dollar - and it all gees for Peace. SPOTHD . DOLLAR AT A PLRTY

FOR PE.CE.

LET US KEEP LOS iilGELES .. DLNOCRACY ! RALLY IN DEFENSE OF CIVIL LIBERTIES!
THE .PEOPLZEv.¥v.s.”" BUROTH FITTS

THURS., AUG. 15th PHILHLRIONIC AUDITORIUL S P.IL

sponsored by: Hollywood League for Democratic Acticn
iieticn Picturc Denceratic Comrmitiee
CIO Labor's Non-Partisan League

"How, more than ever before, the Hollywcod League for Democratic Action

is active in the defense of democracy. Today we call upon these of you
who've been inactive tc come back and help us tackle the biggest job

we've ever had. The tine for quibbling and confusion is past. Everything
that has happened in Gernany is being prepared for us right here at hone. J
Regimentation, strangulation of civil liberties, anti-senitisn, nincrity '
persccution, destruction of tradc unicns, an cconony of hunger, = progran
of var - everything. The works.

J/

BUT "'E ARE GOING TO STOP IT! T'e are going tc take this blueprint of
anerican fasecisn and shove it dovm our cnenies! throots.

14~
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"And becausg g to step it, the League is being attacked,
by Dies, by by 'prafb551onul' witnesscs, by all the f.rCuS
of reaction

ascisn,

"NO ve need ycur contributions, of money, of tinc, ~f cr ey, of faith -
for the defense of the League. FOR THE DEFENSE OF JJERIV § DEINOCRACY!

STATEMENT OF THE HOLLY'.Q0D LLEAGUE FOR DEIQCRATIC 1CT 0f

L— has launched an attack sgainst tho 3:llywood
Anti-Nazi League Ifor the Defonse of Americnn Denceracy.” This sane

attack was originelly levelled at the League by the Geriie . merican
Bund, the Silver Shirts rnd similar anti-\ricrican crgani . .ns.
"The Holiywood Anti~-Nazi League, as the Leagus - Demccratic

action was originally called, was founded to defend cur dorccracy against
Hitlerisn which its nembers saw looning as a nenace to inerica and to

the entire world. The League fought Hitlerism then, is fighting it now,

and will ccntinue to ficht it is destroyed. This fight has

brought us intc conflict with in the pest just as it is dcing
today--vhen the District Attcrney, in his desperation to retain contrel ¢

cf his office, is using the Hollywood label in an effort te iapress
the dcubting vcters with his patrictisn. Needless to 2dd, he is a
sudden and recent convert te the Anti-Nazi causc

"The Leaguc dencunces as o flat and deliberatc lie the
accusation that it or any member of it h

card has cver hod any dealings
with the prcfessicpnal witness, vhose testimony at the Bridges
hearing;“of Harvard rcjectcd
liar.?

as the fulninaticn of 'patholcegical

e likevise dencunce as a lie that we have in any nanner had
any connection vhatscever with the Communist Party. Our independence of
action is our nest troaswred pussession, and we weuld no mere take the
dictaticn of the Comnunist Party than we iwculd of the Demecratic or
Republican Party. Our membership has at all times z:proved our acticns
by its wvote.

"The Lcague vas the first Acericon Organization to point out
the dangers of Hitlerdis: in Jnmerica and tc advocate aid te Loyalist Spain,
a pcllcy‘\hlch President Rocsevelt then oppesed but which he now publicly
re-rets having oppesed.

-15-
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"Our contribution to the fight against itlerism was
ackneviledged to be so successful by the_local 1 undists that our 7‘
cffices were rifled by them. Vherc was ? Did he
track dovn these hcodlums? No, his aide 7xing at *their
neetings—--speaking to them of Americanisn, nc doubt

"Te proudly recall the job the League did in kich'ng Hussolini's
brat out of Hollyvood. And we are equally proud of makin ¢ so
unconfortable for Hitler's t'girl friend! Leni Riefenstahl that she
left our comrmnity. :

"'hen the fifth column was here in person and 1¢ ».d by
tinpcrtant! pecple, not but the Hellywood Anti-la+ 7 Lague

defended our demccracy.

"For years we varned the American people thot QNG
and appeasenient cf Hitler weuld bring war. 7ie pointed cut
that ve in America were also arming Hitler. 1'e called for an cconcmic
beycott cf Hitler's Germany tc prevent building his econcnic and, ailitary
strength for agsression and war,

"For five years we have done everything in our powver to .
stimulate the .American pecple in their demand for an embargo on cil
and scrap iron to Japan. Today, five years toc late, aftzr millions
of Chinese lie dead with .imerican netal in their decaying bodies, our
governnent has begun the licensing of certain grades -f oil and scrap
iron. But the League continues to call for a ci.iplete enbergo to stop
the slaughter of Chinese wonen and children, and tc pr*"c“t the slaughter
of American boys threouch arnuing what our admirals tcll us is a potential
eneny.

"For four years the Lecague sent noney and supplics to the
homeless and re - China, Spain, Germany, Austria and Czecho-
slovakia. Did ever raise his voice for humanity in distress
when there was 8 e to salvage our denocratic world without war?

"This is our reccrd, as clear as cur books which are and have
always been cpen to any citizen of this community to inspect.

"To—-day the League continues its ficht agaiﬁst Hitlerisn by /////

opposing every step t: Hitlerize and censcript free Ancrica under ccver
of war hysteria,

CONFIDENTIAL

~16-
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"Po~day this ccuntry faccs a grave danger: public cfficials who b"
nmisusc their offices tc attack denscracy in action are doing exactly what

its knees, subservient tc its vm llazd .
warned his cocuntry cgoinst the

cwing werds:

nt1I1t is a ghastly error of judgnent which betror . o ccmplete
ignorance of the rcal spirit <f the nation to decrec it 1 r to acceptance
of the principles of the Gestapo. The rulers cf France ruvrsued that methcd
with disastrous ccnsequences, and by that means disintec~ ~-d the naticn
and destroyed its moralc.

"1That o nockery it must have appeared to ther. - these circum-

stances to be called upon to face death for liberty, equciity, and
fraternity, vhich were trompled underfoot by their ovm e~v - rnnent I

"The allcred charges, which ? scons sucdenly to have
discovered, have bcen repeated in the public press and denied on ccuntless

~ccasions in the pag src not news. No pressing onergency of

governrient requircs to label nen and wenen 2t this time with
charges which the Federal bureou of Investiration has indicated to be
unvorthy of sericus consideraticn. Ilanifestly, his ‘inoindaes could

be aired as well after August 27, 1940. Dut that 75 cloction cay.

"It is cur firm belief that this gttack is dircmucd not against
the League nor the individuals libelled by bat is an assault

J
upon the peace and denocracy of all of the plepre. — To inowre his electicn,
like Hitler, has selected his scapegoat for the kill,

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
HOLLY700D LEAGUE FOR DIIOCRATIC ACTION

/-—
#(Althcugh this statement was rcleased tc the press on Aug. 7--te date. 7 C

nc Los Angeles newspaper has qucted cur stand )"

(65-796-19.)

17~
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( Confidential Informnuqa%n a report on Cormunistic
activities agriculture, points cu at the Hollywood League for

Demccratic Action, along with other Communist front org anizations, b, p

has taken up the cu&gel in behalf of Corrunistic act1v1t1< in

d in CallfQi”;

eristration Act; reporfga 3'pe‘
dated 9/1/40 at Sen Franc sco.)

The; Asscciated Farmers of Califernia, Inc., pr »2¢ a nineo-
graphed rbpcrt on sixty-eight Communist frent *r'anlzatw w“, and included
in the list the Hollywood Le gue for Demceratic Action, v~ .2 was formerly
knovn as the Hollyvmd\ [ ik oo ¢ cnort goos to relate
that the League is well «.ovm for his n

left wing activities. ! e a bu.l~L - callec
"Hollywood Now", a Jjournal of defense of Anerican demcerocy, which
carried cconsiderable news concerning the imeric:  League for Feace and
Denccracy, the lotion Picture Demccratic Camittee, vnﬁ ;r“'vities cf

the Anti-lNazi Learue. The San Francisco Chronicle of Luciwt® 7, 1938,
related that the Hollwwood Anti-Nazi League had called o o ~monstraticn
to picket the Testern States Convention of the Anti-Conmmict Federation
of inecrica. During the picketing, cries were hearc i 3™ with
Fascism" and "Dovm with Naziism". The League, heweven, -0 1s noted

in the report, takes nc stand against Communism. aucng the groups
supporting the denmonstration for the Hollywocd antui--llau. ..cague was

the American League for Peace and Democracy.
 (61-79-398; Communist file - General.)

L~

icncd nent dated December 3, 194u, at Tos uﬂ"Cleo,
California, an Jnerica >d_that |

when a change in Cormunist Party
tactical maneuvers occurred. furnished a list of Communist front
orranlzatlons, which 1ist includes the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the

i 100d Conference for Democratic Action, and the Hellywood Peace Forun.
1so submitted a bricf synopsis of the Hollywood situation with
rerard to Comnunism. He furnished the infermation that Hollyweod is.

one cf the principal points in the Communist orbit, both for real action
and the spreading of propaganda. stated that the Cormunist Party

&




| : | i |
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has three main objectives in ccncentrating on Hollyweeds First, because
of the prestige the industry and those connccted with it lend tc the
Corrmunist nsvenent; secend, beczuse Hollyweed is a huge <2 wee of
financial revenue for the Party, bringing in exe:ss <f s.u. 7,000

per nenth in levics aleone, aside fron contributi:ns; third, because l

Hollywcod is an idcal leeantion and industry where certain latividuals
vho would carry cn thc secret dergrcund work cf the U.:ty can be
buried and escape detcction. ﬂanegcd that for ycars “ucividuals
of naticnal and internctional reputaticn have visited Hel' ol secretly

in the intercsts ¢ the Cormunist Party and its activit®- furnished
a long list of personc vho, he alleges, have contributec :- the activities
cf the Communist Ports and classed them in the main as :: ..ow travelers
ncsing as liberals, procgrossives, Denccrats, and frients Zabcr,
qitated, howev- =, that all ¢f these inlividuals ar: - ve and
protidnent in carryinc cut the Party line. The infeormnts ™  ~cncerning

the particular indiviiuals active in the Hollywood Loz~ iur Demoeratic
Action has been set cur under their respective nanmes hcvenficr in this
repcrt.

(39-23-154, pages 4 tircugh 6;

Harryzaridges, vii8.; O oirraticn itiatter; c
rcport of Special Jociit h

dated 12/7/40 at Los Angelcs.

~
.L\.-Ue

a sirned statencrt wive”?
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"I believe this informaticn may have some value in
combating subvercise activities as I know the Anti-Nazi
League is a Comrmmist front crganization,t

(39-23-154, ».7a0 32 - 34.)

':Q_n F Conficdential Inforr.r u#‘ ported K b&
that he had checked thc nancs which appeared in the &0 rrancisce News

vilie
cf February 23, 1940, as Los Anrcles intellectunls J wcwr _ppesing

the Dies Comnittee's intenticn of investigatins tro .. . - .
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A rcport fron

a neeting o e United Youth ; '
Ttee_to AIS Spanigh Jenocracy held ipn Los Angillgs or February 24, A’C
1937, reflects that t.c Hollywood Anti-Nazi League conated 5112.00

to the{NcrthnAnerlﬂuq Comnjptes to Aid~8pan15h Denzeracey.

.~36-1A1€, Subvoivive Activitles . General,),

Tn2 April 21, 2939, issue of "Hollywoold Now" carried an
article covering the details of an Easter sunrise service held in
Sunlanc, California, in which the Ku Klux Klan figure. nroeminently.
The wrticle carefully rornted out the anti-Jevisn activities at the
service neching,

(€-102-27.)

Extracts fr.: the Sg
"Hollywoold Now" refleci. chat
of the!Friends of Mod-n Demeccracy and an auen
ac*-v1t1uu in the Uni il Stutes, nace a SDDCL"W **‘p USIR AR ,ust Coast

¢ attend tho arnual reebting of th o : :

yas helc on Sennember 170, 1939.
of thc sessiun, and Profei.
Oge WAy a4 o T noT.

(6) 796~23 )

issucs of

A nemnorandun for the file dated Nevorber 2

"rink" orsanization:” -

gﬁw%_-lo. D

He was unable, however, to offer
any cefin‘tec basis fo s con cntlon other than his pprsonal conv1ct10n
* 4in incieicd the ee hac

b1e

-21-



as becn extracte! anc s

A rcpert subnittc:’.:'.bymapparcntly was prcpared by bn
semenne whe atuended the nweeting ¢ 1e Hellyweed Peace Ferun at the
First Unitarian Church, 2936 est 3th Strect, Lcs ingeles, on Janwary 26,
1940. This report reflects that apprexinately 500 people were in attendance
at the nmeeting which hac been previ:usly advertised in the Test Ceast
Cormrunist publication, thc Pecple's ‘erld, in the issue cf January 23,
1940, page 5, column 8, vhich anncunced the fz-maticn of the Ii211lyvwocd

Pc~co Forun vrith the follovding <fficers:
- b1C

The report also reflects that the awdience comprised the usual
¢ td attending mectings. of the fcrmer Hollywrc! Anti-Nazi Leeguc, the
s.orican Leaguc for Pecce and Demecracy, Aumcrican Youth Congress,  Anerican

¢ .:lent Union, and intc.loecking groups. INOENT 3TN - rasided as
cheirman-nocderater anc ~nnounca¢ that peace feoruns ~culd - held weekly

in other halls. 3IBEaW also stated that the Hellywocd I nce Ferunm

is cdedicated tc the cause of peace znd progress for Anmeric:, and abeve
21l to keep JAnerica out of war. GUY ENDORD was presentec by DIDERAN
as a writer associatcd with the/Screen Actors Guild. ENDCPE's panphlet,
P'Lot's Skip the Next Tar and Tin a Free Housc and Lei" wos sold at the
dzor. This article is a Hollywecd Peace Forwa publiciticn and is pub-
lished by the Mercury Printing Company, 755 i-:t* Uecskern Avenue, Los

Anfoles, SAIUCL|ORNITZ was prescnied by 3ICIL ... =s the best infornmed 4
nan that “e knew. ORNITZ plc-ded for a botter underctanding of the v
Russian pesiticn at that time, which concernec the invasicn of Finland

by Russia. DIDERIZN alsc announced the sccendd neeting of the Hollywood .

discussion to be "The Pecple and “Jar", He urged thesc present to write
the President, Congressnen, etc., protesting the lean tc Finland and

Sppos the preparecness neasurcd.
confidentialfepcrts cf |Confidential Infcnxant_& W~
-22-
CONRQOENTIAL

Peacc Focrun to take place the following week at the scne address, the b



”admitted former county . crgan the bn
0

Cormunist Party s Angeles, former Dies Committee witness, accocrding

tc local newspaper acccunts testificd before the Los Jngeles County

Crand Jury on February 7, 1940, that the Ccrmunist Party conceived and

organized the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League with the assistance of novie

nctables, in an efforf t- cruit the intelligent nembers of the colony

and reap lush funds. %‘testified that Hollywocd is a hotbed of 1‘
Ccrnunism. He alsc tes ed that when the Communists started working

on Hollywood, they had a list of forty-three important perscns, including
directors, writers and actors, who were known Cormunists. This group was

orcanized by the Cerm nto one unit vhich ras later breken up into
a dczen study groups. estified further that IEGCERT DIDERIAN helpe
organize the Hollywocd Anti-iazi Leagu ich organization has between
2,000 and 3,000 nembers in lHollywood. ecstified that cnly a small

ninority of the menbers were Comnunists,

61-563-54 r tc the Dureau dated .sugust 8, 1940;
wa, ct al; Internal Security.)

subnitted a

b
acue for Demc-m v

repert cdated

p1&
b10
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Conficdential Informan

A
In April or lfay 1940, Confidential Infernant
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The larch 8, 1940, issue of the "Newsletter", a three-page
nineographed paper of the ilotion Picture Denocratic Coimittee, calls
attention to the great rally sponsored by the Hollywood Peace Council
to be held at the Olympic Stadiumion April 6, 1940, the anniversary date
of America's entry into Torld Tar No. 1. The paper stated that the
purpose of the rally was to espouse the peace progran. Organizations
participating included the liotion Pictwre Democratic Comnittee, the
League of American Triters, thc Hollywood Theater illiance, the League
for Democratic Action, the Committee to Aid Agricultural Vlorkers, the
League of Viomen Shoppers, and the lotion Picturc Guild.

(61-529-30,)
2 for the fi ects that on April 26, 1940, b7C
advised that the onen!
2ue Q) action 1s a Cormrmunistic group. i
furnished no facts to substantiate her allegation.

E‘uc report of Confident.al Informam‘-u ol
is set out 25 follows _J(x U\/-

-27-
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(65-796~14.)
@u oy 8, 1940, Confidential Infcmantﬁ/epcrted that on *
°r staticn KPQ, wherei

the previous evening he had heard a radic progral o
a group of proninent motion picture people, altumenbers of the Hollywood
Demogratic Comitte?, 2 unit of the Hollywood League for Denceratié (b1 V
" o TV o > s 3 1 3 5

(It is barely possible that[écnfidcntial Infornant 7S
referring to the iletion Picturc Democratic Committee, whichk has never
been affiliated with the Hollywood Anti-Nazi Leasue -r its suecessor,
the Hollywood League for Denocratic Agtion.)

!

11 not war.

rnenorandun for the file dated Junc 1

~31~
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s CONBEEIIA

(65-796~4; mencrantun fer the file ~“atel July 10, 1940.)

m in a letter to the Los ingeles Fiell Office, b%

acvisel thot the Holljpool Leaguc for Demecre’ic Leticn ba? sponscred

Sl el ST racic station KFVD at 12:30 P."! on ucust Y, 1940,
statc that the specch vhich was nuivered Ly ITRSERT

53 I ressed hin ' =lfazd. The iinin topic of DIDERUUN's

talk vas a criticisn orwlm fer Pan !rierican cooperaticn

and a warning to the Scuth .nerican ccuntrics to nct be inveicm

any plan of the United States fer jeint acticn en any natter,

ceseribed 3 JJN's talk as snecring. -

(65’796‘60)

errENTIAL
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iZast Side Youth Ccuncil, tho

65-796

The Anti-Subversive Detail, Los Angcles Sheriff's Office,
subnitted a report dated August 13, 1940, ~<vising that the Anti-
Subversive Dectail had received a circular anncuncing a fiant anti-
conscription rally to be held in the asserbly roon of the Royal Palms
Hotel, 360 South Testlake, at §-P.l. on August 14, 1940. The rally
was to be under the auspices gf the California Youth Legion, and the
circular anncypeed rg’ than fo routh orranizations would

vas te speak on "The Ancrican Prayer for Peacc - and the Answer™,
Anong the orgmizations anncunced as participating in the

rally, the first of its kind in Los ‘ngeles, wer Lthe Democratic

Youth Foundation, the Hollywopod League for Denceratic Acticn, the

| /gatioqal legre Concress, the/Torkers

Alliance Youth Coimissicn, and the /CIO Council cn Arts.

(65~796-9.)

The Los inrelos Ixaniner of August 15, 1940, in an article

cntitled, "Red plct to -rab stulios charped, scuc ceicize industry
for propaganca, jury told", refle:ts that forner
Comnunist organizer and nember of the Corniat e y State Executive

Cormittee, testificd befcre the Les ingeles Gran! Jury that cne of the
nethods of the Cormunists to deminate the novie inlustry was throuch a
the foermation of the Communist .d-ominated Hollyvood Anti-Nazi League,

which the Cormunist Party honcd to usc to capitalize upon the fear

that was held bi icople of Jewish crigin of Tascisn and Naziisn., In

€13

the article neseribed the Leapue as an crianization of influen-
tial and proninent pecple to support the demands of the Comunist Party.
ﬁalso testified that HERZERT DINERILAM:vas one of the srincipal
orconizers of th acue and was helped b g 2o attorney,
and his wife, #h&s testified at the ¥ .Ceportation
hearings in Sa ancisco and has been a witness cf thc Dies Comnittee,
anc is generally knovm as o Corrmunist Party infcrmant.

(61-563-30.) '

cated
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A great deal has been said about Comrunist activities ingg&~ L)(hm.

novie industry. Allegations have Leen made by various individuals

that certain prominent peoplé in the motion nicture industry are
Comrmnists or fellow travelers. It is believed that the Dureau's
analysis of the Communist situation in lollywood is will stated,

and for that reason there is being set out hereafter the information
contained on pages 27 and 28 of the "Quarterly ("wmary of National
Defense Investigations", issued on lovember 15, 1940. This information
is set out under the title, MComrwunist Activities in the libtion Picture
Industry".

“"During the past five years there have been nunerous
allegations concerning Communist activities in Hollywood.
It is alleged that one of the best sources of income to the
Communist Party is in the form of contributions cither
directly to the Party, or to Communist Party front organiza-
tions, of the luninaries of Hollywood. "hile none of this
infornation has been proved, the allegatlons are too nuncrous
to be dismissed as fiction."

"Tn 1937 the Party sou: it to raisc ;30,000 for its news-
paper, the{estern “orker, :ad it was then discloscd that the *
nrincipal part of this sum had been constiluted by nembers of
the novie colony. It may be oxplained thatl nany persons asso-
ciated with the novie industry are strongly anti-Fascist in
syrpathy, and sone have becone over-zealous in working for
the anti-Fascist causc. Thore is no coubt but what large
contributions have been nade to fight Foscism. It is equally
ancerstandable that funds so ‘lonated have hccome diverted to
normunist channels by Communic o Party menmocrs in charge of
anti-TFascist front groups.” '

"The following persons have been allesed to he either
Party nenmbers or Party sympathizers:

st

P

..34_




Frank tle

~ Dibern:

and nany otwhers."

"HOLLY',00D_NQT™

"Hollywood Now" is the nane of the official organ of the
liollywood Anti-Nazi Leaguc and the successor organization, the Hollywood
League for Democratic Action. The publication was discontinued sonmetine
in 1940. 4is indicated in the preceding scetion of this report, the
paper vas devoted to exposing cvidence of Haziism existing in this
country, particularly in the Los ingeles arca.

2y a letter dated Novenber 3, 1939, there was forwarded to the
Durcau a photostatic cony of the list of subscribers to the paper,
"Hollywoed Nov", vhich was described in the letter as the official
newspaper of the ollywood inti-ilinzi League, published for the Hollywood
League against Naziisn by the Colwibia Publishins Company at 6513 Holly-
r:cod pDoulevard, Hollywood, California. The lctter to the Durcau in
question reflected thot the personnel of the paper was at that tine
as follovs:

Publisher The C.lumbia Publishing Co.

for the Hollywood League against Haziism.

The ovmer of the paper was stoted t+ . a non-stock, non-profit
organization, the Hollyvood Locgue ageinst Weooiism, Inc., 6513 Hollywood
Boulevurd,

e

-35-
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The officers of the organization arc listed as follows:

O CONFRENTIAL

“Yice Chairpan

Hollymood Calif.

on Qctober ll, 1939
SUUqﬂrlb rs to the

ed Noverther 3, 1739, fomiarding the 1ist of subscribers was
entitled, "Comrunistic Activitics in the Unitcd States - Subversive

fetivities," A cduplicate list of the subscribers is contained in the
exhibit Crawer of the Los Angeles Field Division under file 61-79-41.

It is believed that a numerical bre~icovn by states and certain
locnlitics of the official subscriber list of “Follywood Now" will
clear’y show the scope cf activity and ramifications of the Hollywecod
Learu: for Democrz.ic Action. The breakdown of the subscriber list
clcariy indicates that the activities of the League were confinel to.
Los Angeles and the irnmediate arca.

BIPS
v
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October 1939 Subseriber List

Jroken Dovmn by States and by Localities

Tiorld Distributicn - Total
United States - Total

Arizona
Califernia ~ Total
Los Angeles
San Francisco
Othecr
Colorado
Connecticut
Florida
Idaho
Illinois - Total
Chicago
Other
Indiana
Tansas
Tovisiana (ew Orleans)
liassachusette
;dchigon (Detreit)
Iinnesota (Ifinneapolis
Missouri
Lontana
Nevada
New Jersey
New Hexiro %
New York - Total
New Yok City
Other
North Cauvclina
Chio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvornlia
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Utah

._.37_

4,206
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Tlashington 6
Tiisconsin 2
“ashington, D.C. 10 o
Territory of llawaii (Honolulu) A el

Argentina (Ducnos Aires)
Australia, New South ‘ales
Sulgaria, Scfia

Canada

China (long Keng)

Costa Rica (San Jose)
En;land (London)

Germany, (Nuernberg)
Yexico (Mexico City)

Secuth Africa (Johannesburs)
U.3.5.R. (Leningrad)

S N S R e

cpa
_ribers set out above and the
the The nunber submitted by the
4,230, WherIls totol nunber of subscribers sot cul 1n the abeve list
is 4,206. The discrepancy is cdue, it is believel, to the extra copies
of the paper vhich were printed and sold at the offices of the League.

(61-79--41.) 74
Tt iz rased that a slight discrcpancy exists between the

N e et
[N AL rlL %]

e

There is beiny set out hereafter a list of some of the nore
interesting subscribers tc the publication, "Hollywood Now':

eltungshancee,
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I Institute coasanca analysis, Inc,, 130 izrning zgide Drive, New York City.
German~iricrican Writers Association, c¢/o Dr. Yanfrbc/Gﬂarg, Secretary,
15 E. 40th Strcet, Suite 205, Now York City, N.Y.

isso. Filn dudiences for Democracy, 342 ladison .venue, New York City, g;z:—",,—gf
| fncrican Cornittee for inti~Nazi Literaturc, 20 Vesey Strect, Roon 302. .
[ New York City, N.Y.
| inmerican Council Arnainst Wazi Propaganda, ¢/o J / Dartell,

: 11 Tiest 420 Street, New York City, MN.Y.

fAmerican Fricrnds of F;oLrbss, 4734 W, 152¢ Street, New York City, N.Y.

Volksecho, 5 Deckmar Strcetz Hew York City, N.Y.

|
|

Press Leprescntoti—e 5f theflational Cormittce for the Defense -f
( lclltlc 1 Prusoners, 156 Fifth uVﬁnue, ﬂum York City, N.Y.

y o Bast 2% Strect, o Loox City, WLY I

shoasUn wcoreot, Hew York Lity, H.Y.
irn Poliey aAssn., 8 licst 47 th Strect, tfew York City, N.Y.
23 Lnhalldster Street, San Francisco, Califrrnia (100 ccpies).

LITERATURE

The Lo ingeles Field Divisicn at ih: present *ine has only one
S e o iterath - vhich vwas distributed “J tne Mellzwroand Learve feor
Demoweride Lotizn, Ihls plece of 1ite concicsts of o sZ-pape booklet

entitlol, VIhu Actcrs :rcsent ”AR', vuviashed by the

3 apve Ier Dorce rﬁch icticn,
Th> yesea s n tua Qone H”'the Pub lvcatlon Divisicn cf tro Theater Arts
Comivhez.  The hooldl-t bears on the fly leaf the date, | ,ﬂd 1940, and was
ol Lew 198 pee com. The Locklet dis well jrintcd and is dofinitely
snti-wns, (1 page &7 of the bocklat an "ttwku 1 nade to 1dentify
the vork of ohe Fed fIJ” Jureau of Invostl gaticn writh tnc cetivities of
the Dizs Coixantuecc, nnd the publication a ttao“* the Duos Committee, the
Federal Direy of IWV““tlbutlun, and Presicent ~acscvolt T's furnish
sone idra «f the style in vhich the bock is written on? the content,
the first parngraph of page 47 is quected horeaftor:

~39-




"The speed with which the Dies Comnmittee was &M e
fron scne sort of lunatic fringe in the cyes of Preside
Nansevelt tc a trusted ccllaborator and ncuthpicce of the same
adninistraticn <as almost ineredible. Today the ‘'scrcic pro-
cedurc' ~f Dies is emulate? ar surpassed by the Department
~f Justice and by the Federal Dureau of Investigaticn. The
Dics Cormittee is ccvered by the authcrity of the F.I.I., the
F.2.I. is covered by the autherity of the Lttorncy General,
and 21l of then arc covered by the autherity of the President
hinsclf! Dics alonce cannot undernine American denoccracy.
This coubination, hewever, acting in wnisc., is powerful
encuch to do se¢.. That is the roal danger.”

(65"79\"."]—‘;10 ) A
(65-790-5; nenerenlun for the file dated Hovember 1, 1940.)

A copy of the book, "The fcters Jresent TIR", has previously
becn ferwarded to the Durcau. Hewever, o lead is being sct out to

chtain additisnal literature nublished by the Hollywood inti-Nazd

AN

caruc and its surccessor, the Hellywood Leaguc for Demccratic sctien,

and a2t that 1ine an additicnal ¢ .py of the book, "The Actors Present T4ARM,

111 be obtaire’ nd forvards! te the Jurcau.

HISICRY OF OFFICERS AND PROLINENT (FiDERS OF THE LEAGUE

The folloving names, which have been identified as members of
the Executive Doard of the Lcague or connccted with the League's paper,
"Hollywood Now", were searched through the indices of the Los ingeles
Field Office -ithout disclosing any additional information concerning
then. Th: addrass listed after some of the namcs vas <btained from the
official ciubscribers! list of the League's papcr, "Holly..ood Nov".

£

-—
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qscrve«:l as’oi‘ the Executive Dcard
cf the Hollywood League Ior Demccratic Action in 1939, and at the

September 19, 1939, annual mecting of the League he was rcelected to
that positicn fer the year 1940.
(65-796-1.)

2ffic

The cfficial nailing list of "Hollywool Now",
Hollywood League for Denceratic Acticn c
receivec his copiles cf the papjer at

_ in a lctter date? August 27, 1940, acdvisecd
that he was a forner member of the Hollvwac” Antv—Na21 Learuo, wredecessor

t, on liay 1, 1936, rcflects thut
hen the Contemporary Theater of JiC0LC .arch 29, 1936,

Jresented a new departure in nlay ; >roduct1ﬂn by '1v1n~ a Oubllf reacing
anc. audience diﬁcussio A atson - v the
Dead" by EXTTIN/SHAYY reac
the play. Those who par

~To reflecct the reaction, iY is hointea

¢ Hew Theater in the .ipril 1936 issue, page 3, cormented that the A,f//
play, "Dury the Dead", vias' only surpassed in its initial performance at

llevr Tork by the play, "Miaiting for Lefty", which had been given the previrus
secscn.  The New Theater cormented further that if the wlay, "Sury the Deach,

can Craw new nasses of pe,tle tc the militant struggle heing waged arcainst

the fcreces of militarism by such orranizaticns as the Anerican League Against

~42~ i
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War and Fasclism and the American Student Unicn, it will have fulfilled the
prime ain of its young autlh.r. 1 :
4 confidential report cated November 13, 1936, ccvering the
Triters Congress held at the Sco Suditoriun, San Francisco,

(61-35-1A27; Subversive Activities ~ General,)
Callfornla, reflects that articipated in the Consress

and was "ribbed" because he novie writer. Thereafter, ?
peinted cut that the "loticn Ficturc

ceme to his rescue, and when

Patrons Alliance", whi z ccking forward to five millicn members, was

a Hollyvrcod project, rosc proporticnately until, in the latter Jays
of the Congress, he was nominated for the position of Vice Tresicent cof the
permanent organization vhich grew cut cf the Concress.

(61-38-3?, Subversive Activities - Genoral,)

The Los Angeles Tines of Januarf R4, 1941, in an article listing
¢~ busi it glifornia Secretary of State, listed

as cne of the Califcornia
: arierican urlters, which was described as a
Gedicated to the advancement of

peace and denmcerac

A

Sig K corporation
as agalnst Fascisn and reacticn.
(100-3251-1; League of imerican Vriters.)

»

ou ormi » ) enceracy, held at the Shrine numltorlun,
Los Angeles, on February R4, 1937, with app n"mnately 4, OOO porsons in 1‘

attendance., The nceting had wrevmmusly been hera
the Communist press and crganizational ncetings.
presided and commenting about himself, tcld of his service in thc
in Chicago during Vorld Var He, 1, and of embarking in 2 beoat to cross
the Atlantic for the first time in 1922 after the war, when he toured
Europe, found Germany in such a terrible plight, and lussclini coring
into pgwer in Ttaly. He denounced dictatorship and var. He lauded

ELNEST{ HEINGWAY for conating an ambulance tec the Spanish Loyalists.
(61-33-1416; Subversive Activities - General.)

The Western “ierker on larch 1, 1937, pagc 5, carriec an %

i Liberals", 51gno‘ by flfty names, .including
The letter warned Liberals arainst the activitics
an Committee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky.

(100—13 10 Herbert 3iberman; ot al.; Internal Security. )
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The New ilasscs of llay 16, 1939, on page 17, 1istsm

?as one of the signers of the rcll call of members to attenC the

r1tcrs Congress to be held at Newr York on Junc 2, 3 and 4, 1939. bm

(100-13-10.)

Confidential Inflrnaihi in a rerort dated

(65-750-11.)

- whe has furnished tc this office infsormation
from tinme to time, submitted a report dated June 7, 1940, covering the c

setippitdics of the Hollywood Leacye for Denocratic Action. In his report,
h. > ] < Learue for Demccratic
«Cllen,

f the League cf American

€ iy  the latter crranization to
be one of the front organizaticns of the Cormunist Party.
(65-796-12.)

# an adnitted former Cormunist Party nenber, . b
fronm October 1933 to the early part of 1935, during ghich seriod he i

active in labor circles in Hellywood, adviscd that
screen writer anc author, is ncst active and roninent an Car s
Farty line, is a leading figure in the League of inerican Triters, a
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Cormunist front crganizatisn, and ic a leacder in lccal affairs.

(35-23-154, page 6; Harry Drids 723, ;. Irnicration lMatter;
renort of Special /r-on lated 12/7/40 at Los ingeles.)

4 repcrt prepared by the hssociated Fg -f California, Inc.,
on Communist front organizeticns, reflects that
supperted the Cormittee to A1ld Apriculturel 'Woricrs, which COLIILUUCE

collected funds allogedly for the Commmnist Party te orpanize apri-

cultural wvorkers in Celifcrnia.

(61-79-3%92; Cormunist file - Cencral.)

4 letter to the Dureau dated lugust 24, 1o
liotion Picture Demeocratic Cormittee, refleccts that
is a menmter of the Executive Cormittce of the liction ricture .
Cormittee; that he is a
racical publicaticn; anc
Leazue, He is also the
sutjects, whe has at differc
Crinminal Syndicalism Law.
(61-289~-3.)

Hollywood Anti-Nazi
a vriter on radical

Conficential Infcrnant BuRR AN coort under the title,

NERE

WA Y



TETC OLTHENU 1T maLs alon: with cthers allicd to the
Communist Party ﬂoveﬁcnt “ut whose naries never appear in that connecticn
anc vhich persons would Lc used in an cniergency in an cffort to force the
Dlrcctur cf the F3I out \f -ffice in the cvent he instituted a concerted

oo the :

et rcphrt fron thc Los .angeles Anti-Subversive Detail, Les .dngeles

Sheriff's Office 1740, is cryptically werded anc nerely
anong others, is possibly the 'rains

states that
behind the nmovie !
(65-1,02-4; Hollyhooc eace Forum. )

The Daily Werker of Sentember 3, 1940, rcflects that

mvas elected to the Naticnal Council of the iAmerican reace
fobllizatizn at Chicapo, Illincis. n

(100-13-1A5; Herbert Diberman, et 2l.; Internal Security.
100-77‘9 . ) B

either a letter or a telegran to
l.‘r'otcst:mg the acticn taken by
DEDULY Lrosecuting i

UILLIN, liena, Arkansasj, against the
/éammonwealth College at licna, Arkansas, now kncwn as the%‘icw Theater c
League. On Scptember 21, 1940, the Conmonyres Collore 1o hareed

with anarchy and a warrant was scrved on cf the

college. The Commonwealth College has Leen cormonly knovn as a

Conmunistic institution, '

(61-79-40%; Cormunist file -~ Gencralj

letter tc the Bureau dated Hevember 23, 1540.)
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cc1if and,’ Hollywood, Californt®
elggl;gne Gladatc

During the year 1939, FRANK TUTTLE servec on the Executive Doard
of the Hollywopd Ln.a e for Demccratic Acticn, and for the year 1940 he was
elected Vice-Chai of the League.

(65-796-1.)

H in a report cated June 7, 1940, concerning the
Hollywooc. eague for Democratic Acticn, lists FRANK TUTTLE as a ncmber c
and associate.

(65-796-12.)

(It is pointed out that—renhrt uncoubtedly
refers to the 1539 setup of the Hollywcod Leaguc for Derccratic Acticn,
as he has listed as the cofficers the indivicduals vho scrved in that

capacity in 1039 )

The official meiling list of "Hollywood Now", official
publigation cf the Hollywood League for Denccratic Act:mnk reflects ot

that FRANK T wreceived his copies of the paper at 62f7 Rockcllff
Hollymodlan 1ywood, Calfgd‘m
(61-79-41.5

ormant c‘a.teo— v
as the fo g information on

[_ letter from Confic
F_reflects tha Infornant
CINK

;UTT

The Pecple's Vorld, the Yest Ccast Communist daily, reported
that TUTTLE was a nember of the Ibrecutlve Scard of the llotion Picture
Democratic Cormitteec. The Peoplet!s Viorld, in the February 22, 1938, issue,




- cumwmw‘

on page 3, reflected that TUTTLE
State against the exclusion of

test to the Secretary of
fron the Unitecd States.

Conce

A memcrandum recarding Communist Party activity in the mction
pictures and the drama, compiled by the Intelligence 3ureau, Los Angeles
Pclice Departnent, on May 1, 1936, points -ut that FRANK TUTTLE, nction
picture director, is anong the devctees to the Soviet idea that the extent

of his contributions to the movement has not bee arnec, but it is
understood that he is nost liberal and that*was the sponso?

of a large affair held at the fashionable 2™ ro sore time ago, the
proceeds cf which went to the Scotishbors defense, FRANK TUTTLE was also
listed as a member of the advisory Deard of the New Film Group which
replaced the old Communistic Film and rhoto Leaguc in January 1536,

The New Film Group, besides conducting a schesl, produced varizus short
films on news cvents to be used at varicus Communistic neetings. One of
the earliest shorts preducec was "Lives Vasted", an anti-war short.
(61-38-1127; Subversive Activitics - General.)

The Yiestern Yorker of July 13, 1936, on page 13, referred tc a
collection that was taken up in Los Angeles at the "Central Avenue Club
Alaban" (negro organization), for the benefit of the Scottshoro —OYS.
ancng those present was FRANK TUTTLE.

(100-13-10; Herbert Diberman, et al.; Internal Sccurity.)

The New llasses of lMay 16, 1939, ¢n pagc 17, lists FRANK TUTTLE
as one of the signers of thc rell call of nembers tc aid the Writers
Congress to be held at New York City on June 2, 3 and 4, 1935.
(100-13-10.)

A letter to the Jureau dated August 24, 1939, sets out the i
infcrmation that FRANK TUTTLE is a menber of the Executive Cerrittee , :
cf the Hetion Picture Demccratic Committee, and that he is a £ilm director

at Universal Studics.

(61~289-3; Motion Picture Democratic Committee; Subversive Activities.)
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e play apparently had
- the nane ol the producer was not showm in the script; further,
that a great many of the Les Angeles City Collepe st

engaged to play n: al t FRANK TUTTLE wa i

g . the script, tne p
consisted of unveiled propaganda ifor peace and Cormunism, The nla

ridiculed the Preside the United States and was strongly pro-CIO
and pro-Soviet Union. stated that the play vas to be staged in the

n Los Angeles on .pril 6, 1940.

Hollywood Auditoriun i
(61~0-399.)

for the file

reflects that on April 26, 1940, a
acdvised that FRANK TUTTLE, a

ALTCCLOT , very proninent in Comnunistic
furnished no facts to substantiate her

2 :
activities.
allegation.
(65-0-1667.)

Confidential Informant
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advised that he vas fornerly a ncner o e aAnerican

are rabid Comn

(65-1804-13; Frank Tuttle; Espionage - R.)

ecallie L were present in

the evening 8 shown, He also stated that FR
donation, but as he recalled, they were not

s oprmma
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particularly conspicucus. He also furnished the g 1ation that he had

heard that TUTTLE was "inclined to the left". woi‘fered the

infornation that some of the actors in Hellywo or publicity reasons

and sone because of genuine humanitarian impulses, were somctines inclinec

to be "too liberal®, ancd that they have at times said or dcne scmething

which mirht secringly indicate to others that they were Communistically

inclined, but that he personally di:l not believe there were any Co rmunists

in the notion picture industry, although in times past he had "heard a 7 ¢

lot of talk."
(65-1804-10; Frank Tuttle; Espi ~ R
report of Special Arent “Xa‘ced 9/10/40: at Los Angeles.)

On June 28, 1940,
adyi ' that he 18 ¢ yerployec D

P fron FREZC TUITLE, nobion picture cirector.d

W on to relate thal the piglure wias tc bpo made op 1o nn
1lm and that procuction was to sta

als)

explainec tha ¢ script was calle ays . lou

anc upon reacing i : und that it was nothing but unacxulterateu Ccmmu— 76
nistic propaganda. stated that the purposc cf the film and those

who were standing the expense was not explained to him, but he believecd
that the picture was primarily propaganca designed to keep /nerica out
of war, and that the rclease of the picture would prelably be helc‘ i
abeyance until such time as it appeared that the United S
conscript men intc the military service. Concerning the

stated that FIuANY E is a respect"‘*le nan e fe

was urgin&‘ﬂ‘on, a sidered # a "Hollywool pink,
if not Comnunistic". It was bpinion tha e croup that will make
the production is :anll ned to be Cormunistic.

(65-1804~9; Frank Tuttlg; Ispionage - R;
nemorandunm for the file dated June 23, l<' 940.)

An ancnymous letter was received in the Los An"el b%
on July 26, 1240, which sug cste.d investigation H
FRANK TU‘I‘TLE telephone Gla.c. thne, 7561 becousc is a iissilan,

is very act:.ve in Connunls act1v1ty, anc is cinsta aching revolution,

5]~
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Further, that MR. TUTTILE is sncag
16 rm, film with the help of
This informant also related tha e TUTTLES and
Francisco, where they attended a banquet celgbrat]
The anenymous informant also stated that the TUT
their approval of Russia and Corrmunism. o
(65-1804~5.)

A repert from the Anti-Subversive Detail, Los Angeles Sheriff's
Office, cated August 7, 1940, reflects that an anonynous informant had
advised that FRANK TUTTLE had a 16 mm. scund picture in Cutting Roon #2
at 1435 North Gordon Street, which is the location of the iloviola Company.
The informant apparently had not seen the picture, but the scund hacd been
hearc in which statements were made, "We will not ro to war; we must have
peace, etec." The anonymous informant alsc advised that groups of people
were going in and out of the cutting rcon, apparcntly to view the picture,

(65-1304~6,)

) A report from the Anti-Subversive Detail, Los Anpeles Sheriff's
Office, dated August 12, 1940, reflects that an anonymous informant had
reported that FRANK TUTTLE is a Communist; that he holds neetings in his
home during which he uses leccal color in having sone of his ruests dress
in Russian costumes; and that he shows propaganda films. Informant also
stated that at the close of the meetings, TUTTLE contacts various incdividuals
and states, "You have your checking acccunt at such and such a bank. e
have a check drawm cut on that bank for your signature.® Infornmant did
not disclose TUTTLE's purpose in soliciting the funds.

(65-1304-7.) b

-52~
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The Los Ange i of August 15, 1940, carried an article
which reflected that former Communist Party organizer and
nember of the Communi arty ostate Executjve Ccrmittee

tified
before the Grand Jury at Los Angeles that FRANK TUTTLE %
were active organizers for the advancement of the Communist cCause.
(61~568-303 Drittain Webster, was., et al.; Internal Security.)

attention to elie |
Y FRANK TUTTLE were collaborating
prepar. motion picture, pacifist in nature, aimed at the
American preparedness program.. Informant related t i lopd
1 of the i

Pe€rsonally acquainted with any of the individuals mentioned
but that they were well known in the movie industry as moiii shot experts.

(It is not clear whether FRANK TUTTLE®was menticned by as a subject
or whether he referred to him as bis informant, Howevcl, is believed 1
that TUTTLE was considered by o be a subject. Investigation will

be conducted to determine whether LE is engaged in the venture related.)

(65-1804-14; memorandum for the file dated November 6, 1940.)

A memorancum dated November 9, 1940, reflects that FRANK TUTTLE
has been prominent in the American Cormittee for the Protection of Foreign ///‘
Dorn in Southern California, which committee has its national headquarters

in New York City. The memcrandum reflects that the committee appears to be

a Communist front organization and has for its announced purpose aic and’
assistance for the foreign born.

(100-1783-1; American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Dorn;

Internal Security - R.)

_53_
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RAK TUTTLE segt either a letter or a telegram!:!
protesting the action taken Ly Dc
OSecuting ATTOTIIC - Quillen, llena, Arkansas, against the Commonwealth

College at liena, Arkansas, now knovn as the New Theatcr Lea"ue. On
September 21, 1940, the Comn: :

and a warrant was served on
Cormonwealth College is cormonly Known as & GeRMUNLSEIC INSLLLU 1lcn.,
(61-79-409; Communist file - General;

letter to the Dureau from Little Rock Field Office dated November 23, 1940.)
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erved as a member of the Executive Board in bvc
the Hollywood League ror Democratic Action-during 1939 and was elected
to the office of for the year 1940.

(65—796"1)-
ter to the Bureau dated August 24, 1939, reflects that

t
#is a member of the Executive Committee of the lotion
cture pemocratic Committee.,

(65-289-3).
min a signed statement dated December 3, 1940,
at Los Angeles, CaliTormia, admitted that he had been a member of the
Communist Party from October 1933 until eayly in 1935, and during that
ize he had been an active Union orgapi otion picture industry.
“furnished the information thatw among others, was a
nember of the Hollywood Movie Colony, Wno Was openly sympathetic with b1c

Communist aims, had attended Comrunist me ings, helpéd to raise funds
by permitting the use of his name, has trgveled with the Party knowingly,

and it is possible ¢ is a member of “the Party, but g hat fact
tated that at the very least can be -

is closely guarded.
labeled an "active sympa

daked 12/7/40 at Los Angeles;

Lmigration Matter;

(Report of Special Agent
Barry Bridges, was, Communis
39-23-154, page 15.)

The official mailing list of "Hodlywood Now", officj n
of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action, reflects that

received his copies at 565 North Windsor Bfoulevard, Los /ngeles, California.

(61~719-41.)

- i
It is ng t the ad o” is given above 1c
in the heading as 1S no ovn at this time v
whether he resides at povn acc S, and for that reason both are béeing el

listed. He is not listed in the tclephone directory or in the 1941
Los Angeles City Directory. f

(65-7196-16.) g
{

t
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eived from|{Confidenti ormant ’p

dated eflects that served as

of the Liollyw or Democratic i on 1or tvhe year 1939, y '

reelected to that office at the annual meeting of the League on September 19,
1939, to serve for the year 1940.
(65-796-1.)

The official mailing list of "Hollywood Now", official publi ion
of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action, reflec hat
ws copies of the paner at
o b1C
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N CUNHL)EMLN.
Ne: HEIBELT BIBERAN
259 Derondo Drive
Los Angeles, California.

During 1939, HELRBERT BIBERNAN served on the Zxecutive Bcard
of the Hollywoocd League for Derocratic ictizn and vas reclected to that
pesition for the year 1940.

(65-7196-1.) 1c
The official mailing list of "Hellywood New", official

publication of the Hollywood League fer Democratic Action, reflects
that HERDBZRT BIBERNMAN cived copies at 3259 Derogd i
received her copies o%

HELSIRT BIDERILWN, according to the Los Angeles Zegistrar of
Voters' records, was becrn in Pennsylvania. He first registered as a
voter in Los ing dericerat.  On the bm
sarie date his notizn picture name

¢ i11les ¢ ¢ iletall lerchants edit bt
T

cIOEREON in Aprdl 1936 was a Director at the
Cclumbia Studios. He was alsc connected with the iepublic Studics and
cid werk as a free lance director. His wife werked as a free lance
actress. BIBELN was formerly identified with the Theater Guild in
Hew York City for a seven-year pericd. He listed as former addresses, c
122 East 7lst Street and 64 Bast 55th Street, New York City. b’

advised that BIBEIIAN about seven o gnt years ago vas a representative
of the Group Theater, which was similar tc the Theater Guild. BIBERAN
left the Group Theater and went with the Orson %elles company, and later
took charge of the Orson Welles radic program spenscred by the makers of
Campbell Soup. When ORSON “ELLLS came to Los ingeles a few years ago,

he was erployec by iKO0 Studios to producc some pictures, and BIDEREN )
vas in charge of WELLES' work. WELLES wrote scne stories, but apparently
none were procuced because they xwi«derec‘; tco far leftist to be

usecd at that time., .accerding to SIDETILLT has been unemployed
for the past year.

~57-  fhapnremar /
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Confidential Informant q'xas a note on HORBEIRT DIBER k

indicating that he was formerly connceted with the notion plcture anc

stage founders of the New York Theater Guild, vhere he was knovn as a b7p

drinker and further has been on the Speonscring Cormmittee for the North

anerican Committee to 4ld Spain and Demceracy. DBIDERIAN has for the

past several ycars been closely identified with the Comunist Party in

Scuthern Califcrnia. He has been identifiel by vitnesses before the

State Grand Jury '*t Los inge of the Ceommunist Party.

O -ntcrtamec. tegether with

% ¢ Communist Party cfficia CIDICUN was
formerly icdentified with the Conference for Demccratic Action, which
replaced the imerican League for Peace and Democracy, which was fermerly
knovm as the American League Against War and Fascism. He has appeared
as Chairman cf the Hollywood Peace T .rum and as a scheculed specker at

the University of California Pcace Strike, sponsorcd by a Cormunist group. w.

BIDCZLAN was, as corly os Novenber 1, 1938, = wmerber of the
Hollywood inti-Nazli Leapue.

T RA R

Conflaentlul Ini"rtmnt dvised mAt BIBZRNLAN is connected

'1th the Scut
viith a vomon

The Westérn “’Prker, > Corrmunist Party publlcatlﬁn, issue of bn
larch 22, 1937, page 3, indicztes that HERCERT 2IBERILN is a menmber of

the kccutlve Becard of the lioticn Picture Artists Cormittee, which filmed

a Rec picture. The Viestirn u Verker, issue of June 13, 1937, indicates

that DISEIILN attended 2 San Francisce symposium on "Naziisn versus

Denccracy".

The People's *'orld, the successor to the W~stern Torker, .
in the llay 25, 1938, issuc, page 2, recported DIBELN a no**ber of the
Spenscoring Committee of the Hcll:n.u ocdl Citizen Nevrs Strike.

(The foregeing is taken frem the file entitled, "Herbert
Bibernan, et al.; Internal Security; 100-13.) /

Extracts fronm the September 15 and 22, 1937, issues of
"Hollyviood Now", the official publlcatlon of the Hollyvcod League for
Democratic Action, reflect that HERDERT DISFEUAN is a member of the
National Doarc of the American Union for Cencerted Pcace Efforts, and

' e?;‘g!‘AJL
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that he is active in the Union's varicus efferti. The Union, in seeking
an effective peace pclicy for the United States, spensored a nmass neeting
on Scptember 15, 1939, to bring tcgether active Congressiocnal District
vorkers frem both major parties with a view to winning Congressional
support for "genuine Jmerican neutrality during this war period.!

(It is interesting to ncte that DIDELLAN later resigned fron the Union
vhen it changed its name and became preo-3British.)

(61-76~54; Germen Activities in the United States.)

advised that he was a member = ‘ oL
unt11 a very recent cata, vhen he resignecd bc se that orvanlzatlon hac
become un-/nerican thrcouch its ccnnectl& nltigﬁntl—Ng21 League, which
he described as decidedly "pink". He also furnished a list of names

of individu2ls being decidedly Communistic, although he had nocthing to
cffer in the way of proof. Included in this list was HEZDDRT DIBERIAN.

In may 1940, Confidential Informant

WIn April or May 1940, Conficential Infsrmant *
HERDERT DIDERAN should be borne in nind in connection v notters per-

4
§€portec1 that b*
taining to anti-war prepagonla in the aircraft and other war industries,
as well 2s sabotage in connecticon therewith.

(61-375-14, page 31.) N

During the summer of 1940, Confident o Qé orted b *

=59 AN ISy oo m e
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On June 29, 1940,

engages dp motion o 2 Mana oo lenl, acvised a S eNRONESI
in the y as a ccnpeser anl writer, is very
racdical in a e 1 SaAARIDE criticizing the Go sinle)e

stated that one o

associates is HERDELT DIBEILLN,
(65-0-5886; mencrendun for the file Jated July 17, 1940.)

A letter tc the Bureau dated June 7, 1940, reflects that thi .
cffice received twe pamphlets from an ancnyucus scurce entitled,
- Ccunt Us Qut ™, and "Let's Skip the lext War", which 1C
parphlets contain information that additicnal copies nmay be cbtained

fronm Hellywood Feace Forum, 6513 Hollywood BDoulevard, lollywood,

Californi e D cne disted as HERDIRT DIDERLN,
Chairman, G UYL ENDORE, Secretdry, Treadiis
The Bureau, Gr Jatec V =<2, 1940, furnished the informaticn

that a review cf the Bureau's filcs reflected that HERDERT BIDERILN is
a former Cirector of the Theater Guild in Los Angeles, was one of the
original signers of the Declaraticn of Demccratic Independence, which
was addressed to the President to end economic connectisns with Germany;
that he spoke at the rally 2f movie stars, the purpose of which was to
send 2id to Spain. The Daily Worker is given ar the source of this
information. CISEINAN wlso représénted the Hellyvood Anti-Nazi League
in a speech befcre the Cengress of the Anerican Leazue for Peace and
Jenceracy in 1939, at vhich time he spoke apainst IZR™iN DIES.

(65-1902; Hollywood Peace Torwn.)
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The Socialist Call of September 14, 1940, on page 7, reported
that I'ERSERT DIBERNAN, one of the nmembers of the "Cultural Front" of the
american Peace ! oblllzatlon, is one of the old stand-bys in Communist
front organizationa.

(100-0-5722.)

The Pecple's Torld of 3eptember 26, 1940, carries an article
concerning the peace rally at Les dngeles on Septenber 25, 1940, attended
by 3,000 people. The article points out that the rally was the result
of the Chicago Peace iiobilization in August 1940. Here azain HERBERT
DIDER'AN is described as a Hollywood produccr and Precsident of the
local Peace Crusade. At this rally, BIZERIN spcke about the possibility
of the Anmerican Peace lobilization growing intc a third party, and of
the discussion on that point at the Chicago meeting,

(100-13-1A5; Herbert Biberman, et al,; Internal Seccurity.)

The People's Viorld of Scptember 27, 1940, on page 5. carried
an article to the effect that the Hollywood Town ilecting was to reopen
on Septcmber 27, 1940, at the Embassy Auditorium, Los Angcles. The
article stated, "The MNews Dehind the Headlines" 1411 be analyzed by
HER3FRT BIBERLAN and SAMUEL ORNITZ.

(61-79~402, Cormunist file - General,)

On November 8, 1940, the world premic:: of W"Zerco Hour" bv¢
was given in Hollynig he Hollviocd Theager Alliance, directed by

HERBERT DBIBERIAN. of thefliollywocd Citizens News

said that the play appeals Ior iree speech, free Anerican assenbly,

the rights of labor, and to desist from the fight against Hitlerisnm.

said the play represcnts the Hollywood Theater Alliance screaming

he patrons not to get excited. A photostatic copy of a leaflet
1ssued by thc Ancrlcq Pcaco Loblllzatlon announces a necting at the
Embassy A 5, on November 11, 1940, with HLCRBERT
BIBLRIAN, nd cther promlnent individuals as speakers.
(61—79—677; OLIIUNL. 1le - Gencral.)

On November 11, 1940, the imerican Pcace llobilization net at e
the Dnbassy auditoriun, Los Angeles, with approxinately 1200 people in
attendance. HERDERT DIDZRILN was the principal speaker and received a
standing ovation. He was uore caustic than usual in his tirade arainst
President Roosevelt, Anbassador Kennedy, and Great Britsin., FHe ranted
against war, as usual,

(100-13.)
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During the sumner of 1940, HERGIDLT DIREICLN and S.2! ORNIT
of the .merican Peace iobilizaticn Group, sponsored a surmer canp”..’.
for the /merican Student Unicn at Seven Oaks, Califernia. Lbout thirty
or forty members of the lnerican Student Union, beth boys and irls,
attence’ this canp.

(100-1583~-3; American Ycuth Congress;
nenerandun cated November 9, 1940.)

cocrted tco unreles tilele (Miace on oy Ji . (070 |

01-541-3; memcrandum Ior the file dated June 5, 1940.)

The file contains a fivc-page nimeographed article entitled,
"He “ho Kids Himself Shall Die", based on a specch delivered to the
Hollywooc. Peace Forun by HERDERT DIDENAN. The content of the article
anc. the theme are gathered fronm several prefecing paragrophs, a part
of which is quoted as fcollows: "This is notiwritten for imperialists.
«vv.. If you cop caln dewn from your nervousness sver Germany's invasion
of imerica at scme future time ........ ond give a little attenticn tc a
very reat invasion taking place rizht now upon your home, and not by

foreigners but by imerican imperialists - then perhaps you will, be it
ever so little, unkid yourself.m

submitted a renort cdatew s -
1940, HEHZERT DIDEAN spoke at the Bay Cities YWomen's
Peace Coun@ii,'Eagle Hall, 28231 Ifain Street, Ocean Park, California,
on the topic, "The Yanks [rén't Coming". 4t this neeting, SIDERLN
admittec that he crranized a novement against var and preparedness
aricng the hich schecls, collezes and wonen's groups of the state.

45 usual, he accused the press of preparing to plunge this ccountry
into war.

-

SaY Aat

The same report reflects thet IFERIERT ~IDERUAN, Chairnan
of the Hollywood Peace Forum, crganized “"The Yanks .re Not Coming Club
of Santa ionica, California", which club met every Thursday night at
115 .rizcna Avenue, Santa lfonica, California.
(61-79-191 and! 353; Comrunist Tile- General.)
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The Associated Farmers of California, Inc. preparecd a nimeo-
graphecd list of sixty-cight organizations referred to as so-called
Communist united front groups. One group listed is the american Peace
Crusade which, according to the People's Torld of June 6, 1940, was
organized in June 1940, the Los ingeles neeting being called by the
Los Angeles CIO Industrial Union Council, the California Youth Legion,
anc the Hollyvicod Peace Forum, and supported by the Laborers Non-Partisan
League. .mong the leaders and crganizers is HERDERT DIDCRIAN, Chairnman
cf the Hollywood Peace Forum,

(61-79-398; Cormunist File — General,) b"

Tc show the Communist Party influence on the Jmerican Peace
Crusade, ancd particularly . the demonstration against var, held on the
City Hall steps at Los ingeles, the,following paragraph is being quoted
from the June 7, 1940, issue of thd Pecple's "orld, which in turn is a
quotation from the remarks of Los dngeles Committec
of the Communist Party: ™le Connunists arc fully in sympathy wi 1
purposes of the pecple's deronstration against war schecduled for
Saturday afterncon it the City Hall steps. Ve are urging our nembers
to give this demonstration all pessible support.™

(100-13-145; Herbert DCiberman, et al.; Internal Sccurity.) b’c

The People's World of June 8, 1940, in an article headlined,
"United States Peace Crusade Opens Today in L..i.", points out that
HERDERT BIBERZN P uncil, will address the throng

o)

~and intreduce who vill give the City's greetine
to the peace demonsiratcrs, interesting tc note that
at the demonstration condemned Comrmnism, Naziism and Fascism, 10T WIiC

he was roundly booed,) ’
(100-13~145; Herbert Diberman, et al.; Internal Security.)
%14

(Confidential Informnt!submitted, uncer cate ofm‘
‘ repert covering the PeacCrassenbly at the Los Angeles City b v
S

eps, follewtd by a meeting at the Olympic iulitorium on the evening
of the same cate. It was estimated that 10,000 to 16,000 persons gathered
at the City Hall steps and the assemblape was Cesceribed as a typical b1 G

5

rabble-rousing Comrwunist gathering, Everywhere in evidence were the
usual slog and banners ancd poste ical of the Communist Party

group. vwhen he tock the speaker's
stand, W s : Ty aunched into a tirade denouncing <
Corrmmunism, Naziism and Fasci ea2s crcetel with rounds of "boos",

HERDERT DI3ZERNAN introduced “tc the gathering.
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At the subsequent meeting at the Olympic Auditorium, where
approxinately 6,000 people gzathered, a lengthy and carefully planned
program for the organization of the Peace Crusade was launched,

HERBERT BIBERIAN was the principal speaker and offered a proclanation

to be sent to the President. It was he who outlined the organization

of the Peace Crusade and exhorted all to stimulate the movement so that
the Peace Crusade will be the first aid to American peace. One informant
described CIDEIIAN as one cf the most menacing figures in local revo-
lutionary ranks today, by reason of the smooth manner, his unquestionable
brilliance of mind, his quick thinking, his pleasant personality, and
that quality which makes him equal to any exigency. 3BIBE:NAN warned

the crowd that the present war hysteria is endangerin. Anerican civil
liberties and that the talk of the fifth column was an attack on labor;
that the threat to deport HARRY DRIDNGES and the :rganization of the Red
Squad in Los Angeles were examples of the prowing threat. 7 7°

a member o e Lommunist rarty, was also represented at the demonstra-

tion at the City Hall and the subsequent meeting at the Olympic Auditoriun.
was prominent with the leaders, HERSBERT DIDLIC'AN, CUY ENDORE, SAN b ‘

65-796

The People's World in the issue of June 18, 1940, reported ‘7
that HERBERT BIBERIWN is a leader of the JAmerican Peace Crusade. b ‘

(100-13; Herbert Biberman, ct al.; Internal Security.)

idential Infornant covering the

Chairman, HERDERT BIBE:ZIAN, SAM OLNITZ,
speakers. DBIBERIAN attacked President c
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The Pecple's ¥iorld of August 8, 1940, page 5, carried an b”
article announcing the Hollywood Town Hall Yeeting on August 9, 1940.

The subject of the nmeeting was, "will Lindbergh fly Rocsevelt to lunich?*

mers were HRUDIRT DIDERNLN, SA. OQNITZ, ﬂ
#{omarded a letter to the Los Angelesg Fi b”
Office which was received cn August 13, 1940.
Yy

In this letter
stated that he had listecned to a program over radio staticn K

a¥y
Los Angeles, on August 9, 1940, at 12:30 P.7%. and heard a speech that

inpressed him as being pro~Nazi. The speaker was a M, DIBIRAN and
the name of the crganization Sponsoring the talk was the Hollywood
League for Democratic Action, which held occasional nectings at a
hall at 9th Strect and Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, and more re;ularly

t o unsct Sowlevard, DIDERIAN in his radio talk criticized
hlan for Pan fnerican ccepcration and gave a warning
5) e South uamerican cocuntries not t

o be inveigled into any plan vwith .t
the United States for jeint action on any matter, He described the
talk of the specaker as being sneering and indulging in the use of
innuendoes frequently.

(65-796-6.)
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DULON FITT3, Los ingcles County District Attcrney, in a campaign
to indict certain nembers of the Commnist Farty under the California
Crininal Symdicalism Law, proposcd calling as vitnesses beforc the Grand
Jury as nany pron:ms,ntly knovm fellow travelers and Cormmunists as possible
to oxposc these inlividuals rather than presccute them. He also planncd
to call a number of pronincnt Hollyvoo\ ind 1v1duals at the samec tinc to

lenc nubllc:Lty to his campairn, 11 to m
SISERIAN
Jugust 14,

Dol T SIDTRI LN
allo< LJury on S
07 did dn fact testify on that date.
with alias, ot al.; Internal Security;
e ucust 6, 9, 14, 1940,)

to tes L y

T TINN

(61 568 3, 6, 8;
letters to thc 3

The Los ingeles Exaniner of lurust 15, 1940 1n an article
headed, "Qecd Plot to Grab Studios Charged, Souc! s Industry
for Pronaganda, Jury Told", rcflcects that iu:mcr
Cormaunist Party orranizer and member of the otate bxecutive Cormittee
of the Communist Party, told the Grond Jurrrs of Los Angeles that b
IOERT BISEGN had been a nember of the Comunist Party during the t
period of ivity in the Corrwunist Party frem 1931 to 1936.
(61-568-37 with alias, ¢t al; Internal Sccurity.)

The People's Torld of iugust 16, 1940, on pagc 5, announced

llyiood Peace Forunm i August 16, 1940| would.

HELDERT IO LL-..I\O’ SAITEL On 1]ITZ
The august 20, 1940, issue of the Pecple's Tiorld reported that
Los Angcles, with its huie Pcace Crusade, is nlanninf to scnd three hundred
cdelagates to Chicago te the National uo*lventlon te bé held at that place.
(100-13 Herbert 3iberman, et al; Internal Sccurity.)

The August 20, 1940, issuc of the Now ilasscs carrics on article
by HELOERT JIDELDLN entltlnc’ "Hellywool Skips the Mext Tlar". The
by-line ccseribes BIDLWILN as a noted £iln director vwho tells how the
novie capital's great anti-war crusadc began. In the artlclu, SIDERIR
rclates how, at a party in Folldn 00C in Decenber 1939, seven Hollywood X
craftsnen found thcnselves in a 11v1ng rocn corncr t’mlklnr abeout bn
o j i ip L SIDERIAN, GUY ENDORE, Sik JTIL@,?
of Los ungclc,s City Coller e Pread a'h
ywood Peace Forum Group. GUY ENDORE becane noderator,
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*swt.larized the week's happenings, BIBERIAN covered the
national s

cene, and SAIl ORNITZ follu.ed with the international picture.
The novenent grew until they had a thousand followers attending each week.
The denands becane so great that a speakers' class was organized,

In Zarch the Anerican Youth Congress and the Congress of Industrial
Or_anizations naned April 6, 1940, National Peace Day, so the quartet
with its followers decided to Join in a gigantic desonstration, which
resulted in the organization of the Anterican Peuce Crusade. On June 8,
1940, their efforts resulted in the big peace rally which was called
on the Los Angeles City Hall steps and the Olympic Stadiun., The big
show was the Energency lfobilization for Peace in Chica;o on August 31,
1940, vhich resulted in the pernanent organization of the Anerican
Peace liobilization.

(100-13.)

The People's torld of Aurust 22, 1940, page 3, reflects that
HERBERT BIBER! AN was noninated at 2 necting of the Arerican Peace Crusade
at Los Angeles on Aucust 20, 1540, as a general asseanbly delegate to the
Energency Peace liobilization at Chicarpo.
(100-0-2904. )

The August 30, 1940, issue of the People's World reported that
a carload of Hollywood peace leaders had arrived in Chicazo led by
"energetic" HERBERT BIBER AN, DIBSRMAN is noted in the article as saying,
"Tar be darmed and pcace be fourht for.n
(100-13.)

The Daily Viorker of Septernber 3, 1940, reflects that HLRBERT
SIBERIAN was elected to the National Council of dnerican Peace Mobiliza-
tion at Chicage, Illincis.
(100-13-145; Herbert Cibernan, ot al,; Internal Security,
100-779.)

The People's Vorld of Septenber 4, 1940, reporting the narch
of the Peace Crusaders on the nation's Capital to demand ‘a negative
vote on the Burke-Wadsworth Bill, contains the £-1loving paragraph:
"Ifuch of the blueprint for the American Peace Hobilization came fron
the success of the Los Angeles Pegce Crusade, whose dynanmic leader,
HERBERT BIBERMNAN, played a larze role in shaping the new national body,
It is also noted from this article that BIBERIAN vas spakesnan for the
Continuations Cormittee of the frerican Peace Yobilization,

(100-13-1A5; Herbert Biberman, st al.; Internal Security. )
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_in 2 signed statenent datcd Decenber 3, 1940, m
adnitted that he was a niember of the Cormunist Party fronm October 1933

to the early part of 1935, during which tine hc was active in Hollywood

He furnished the information thot HERDZRT SIDCRIAN
are active and pronminent in carr; ‘oz out the Party line;

present tinme he is a chief spokesnan and front orcanizer,
speaking regularly over tlic radic and at all front orranizaticns.,
(39-23-154, page 6.; Harry Srid-es. oms.; Inmicraticn liatter;

report of Special Agent dated 12/7/40 at Los ingeles.)

of HERDER JLRUAN, follows the Party line and speaks at Communist
sponsored neetings. Her nane is used extensively to léad prestize’ to
(39-23-154, page 7.)

for Denccratic acticn, in a lctter dated

evidently in the grip of a fixed. revolutionary idea. At the tinme

I contacted hin Russi#’had alrcady struck, and as Mr. Dies has

as if it vere being manufactured in Gernany. Therefire, I could not
tell whether his fixed idea was inspirec by Corrmnism or Nazisn.
questions are blunted. He is now one of the mainsprings of the
Hollywcod Peace Forume.... This latter is probably a nore direct

if Biberran micht not be really a Nazi working vithin an anti-Nazi
organization."

also advised that
the ncvement.
: vood League n
had the
following to say about HERGERT DIDERIAN: . pPCrscnality,
pcinted out, there was at that time a shift in the Coirunist ideolegy
In any case, he nmeves in a nentzl shell against which all pointed
substitute for the mcre or less defunct Leacue. I have wondered
(65-796~20.)
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Re: b alias San Ornitaz. ' c

There is nothing in the file to definitely indicate that
SAHUEL ORNITZ is or ever has been a member of the Hollywood League for
Democratic Acticn, but it appears frem his activities that he has been
closely identified with the League and with the leading promoters of the
League, such as HERDERT DIDERMAN and GUY ENDORE and Professor NORMAN DBYRNE.
On June 6, 1940, SAM ORNITZ vas a speaker at one of the League's nectings.
For the reason that he has been so clesely identified with the League's
work anc the leading promoters of the League, he is being carried in this
list until such time as it can be definitely shcvm that he is either a
League member or one of the League promcters.

"The Red Network" m(l%éf) , under the title,bwc
"he 1s Who in Radicalism?", reflects the folicwing biographical data:

"Ornitz, Samuel: author; with Metro-Goldwyn-Maycr Studic, Culver City,
Cal., since 1929; claims to be an atheist; (Cermunist) League of Pro-
fessional Groups for Foster and Ford, 1932; Naticnal Cormittee to Aid
Striking Hiners Fighting Starvation; Naticnal Ccrmittee for the Defense
of Politicel Prisoners 1932; contributing editor THew Masses? .M

The Los Angeles Field Office received an anonyrious cormunication

cated December 14, 1939, which centained the informati-n thot SAM Z
is a Jdeader in the Cormunist Party and makes trips to Russia;
i : ist and a leader in the Cormunist Youth lovencn F

is supposed to have sccured a position with the

Pederal Govermnnc Photegraphing Department". The ORNITZ residence
: ccribe ) the Hollyvcod Reds!.  On lurust 15, 1940,
advised

tha e attendec Los ungeles hig
has stated that his father is a Russian.

cheol in 1933 and that he

an adnitted former Cormunist Party pember,
advised that S.IT ORNITZ, writer and author, has long been active in the
Cormunist movement and is a faithful fcllower. ORNITZ takes part in

front neetings and hews to the Party 14 is considered cne of the b

old guard. vised that Wis engaged in the same
activities as
(39-23-154, pazes
report of Special igent

Dricdizes, was.; Immigration Matter;
cated 12/7/40 at Los
A 1R BT
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During the surrner ~f 1940, HERTUERT SJIBERMAN and SANM OLRNITZ
of the fAmerican Peace llobilization group sponsored a surmer camp for the
Anmerican Student Union at Seven Oaks, California. " About 30 or 40 members
of the American Student Unicn, both beoys and girls, attended this canmp.
(100-1533-3; Anerican Youth Congress; memcrandun dated Novenber 9, 1940.)

The Western Worker of July 13, 1936, page 3, referred to a
collection that was made at Los Angeles at the "Central Avenue Club
Maban" (negro organizaticn) for the benefit of the Scottsboro Deoys.
Anong those present was S\ ORNITZ.

(100-13-10; Herbert Tiberman, ct al.; Internal Security.)

The Western Worker of HMarch 1, 1937, page 5, carrics an
"Open Letter to American Liberals", signed by fifty nanes, including
SAM ORNITZ. The open letter warned the Liberals apainst the activities
of the American Committce fer the Defense of Leon Trotsky.
(100-13-10.)

A photostatic copy of a dedger distributed at the Lenin
Menmcrial Rally, Les Angeles, February 3, 1940, calls attention te the
Lincoln Memcrial Anti-War Heeting in honcr of the men of the Abrahan
Lincoln Brigade who died in Spain. The neeting was sponsored by the
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Drigade, 1251 North La Drea, Los Angeles,
and was to be held at the Music Arts Hall, 233 Scuth Droadway, February 11,
1940. The dodger asked all to hear SAM ORNITZ, Hollywood writer and ’

1 speak on "Driving America Towards ¥art
confidential reports of Infomantuy\/ bvp

A tweo-page leaflet of the Hollywcod Peace Forum announces that
a weekly symposium is pres.unted every Friday evening on "The Vorld Today"
at the First Unitarian Church, 2936 West Sth Street, Los iAngeles. The
leaflet anncunces that the second discussion of the series will begin
on February 2, 1940, on the topic, "The Church and the ¥ar", One of the
announced speakers in the second scries was SAMUEL ORNITZ, cescribed as a
noted author ané world travcler whce has recently finished a series of
vital interviews with European statcsmen of every shade of opinion on the
current war. HERDERT ZISERMAN was indicated as chairman-noderator for th
symposiur. )
(100-1763-1A2; Communist Party, Los Angelcs Area.) -

Confidential Informant




A report fronm

£-1A16; Subversive Activities - General.)

I
En April or lay 1° onfidential Infcrmantiéﬁported that b‘
SAMUEL ORNITZ hculd be borne in mind in comnection

with matters pervaining to anti-war propaganda in the aircrafi and other

- yar industries, as well as sgbotare in connectign thercusidh,
?wnfidential InformantWised that ﬂi .
cders behind the nmovement in the Hollywood Leaj or Denocratic Acticn
ot Zhi coe. g i o clcs arca arainst the F‘BIbvc
A

-l
A menorandun rerarding Communist Activity in nction pictures and
the drama, compiled by the Intelligence Dureauw, Los Angeles Police Department,
dated May 1, 1936, reflects that SAITUEL ORNITZ, writer, has long been
identified with the revoluticnary mcvenent., His monetary contributions
tc the cause of revelution and the Spvietization of the United States
are nmade through the Internitional Labor Defense. ODesides his nonctary
centributions, he contributes much in vriting., He alsc speaks at varicus
radical affairs and is highly interested in the producticn of motion
pictures which will act as mediums for the disc uination of revoluticnary

propaganda.,
(61-38-1A27; Subversive dctivities - Gencral.) b

A report of Conficdential Informant

s o

Hegclsuratlon ACT; DECLa

dated 9/1/40 at San Francisco. )
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A circular with the headline, "Danger! Keep Out", was issued b’
by the "Yanks Are Not Coming Cormittee", anncuncing that the students
of the University of California at Los Angeles were callinz a pre-strike
rally on May 5, 1940. At the bottom of the circular appears the follewing:
"Hear Sam Ornitz Plan the Strikc". The circular statec that the students

refused to die or sacrifice their lives and dericcracy in a crusacde for the
British Empire. b

(65-0-5643. )

b confidential reports of Informan

reported to the LOS _SRFNETSS TR o T E EREERTF =2 1940, SAM ORNITZ
spcke at a meeting ORNITZ praised
Hitler and severely condemned General Weygand and Qucen Wilhelnina,

calling then Fascists who were sacrificing the workers in battle for their
personal gain,

(61-541-3; menorandum for the file dated June 5, 1940.)

- . [~

3t she had attende
that the
Action;

a ne
neeting was sponsoreda by the Hollywoo League

e trenc o © meetlng was <erinitely agains 18 Governnent
and the President, and her conclusion was that the crganization sponsoring
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it appeared to be of a definite Cormunistic nature. She stated that all.

of the remarks were directed agginst Enelancd and France, vhereas ncthing
vias said against Gernmany; that fron his lecture scuncded as if

he were prc-Nazi.

(65-796-17.)

The Pecple's World of June 3, 1940, in an article heallined,
"U.S. Peace Crusade Opens Today in L.A." announced that cne of the speakers
would be SAMI OGNITZ, scrcen writer cnd member of the lollywood Peace Torun.
(100-13-1A5; Herbert Ditcrman, et al.; Internal Security.) b

Elonfic’.ential Informan”in a rexort dated mw B
covering the Peace Assembly at the Olympic Auditcriun, relatled tnat oa.UEL b1 )

OnNITZ was one cf the speakers at the Assaibly and that his remarks were
to the effect that the pcliticians width their rricy chests were respensible

for leading Amcricans te death and destruction by war. ORNITZ called for
donaticns to build up a Peace Chest to carry out the canmpaicn of the

ace Crusace.
(61-529-49; Confidentisl Reperts of Infomm-CX,k/
Confy ential Infornant‘” A report covering the Hellywoced

Tovm ileeting sponscred Ly the iellyvocd Peace Forum on June 21, 1940, at the
Enbassy Auditorium, Los Angeles, which mccting had previcusly bcen announcec
by the People's Torld of June 21, 1940, on page 5,rclated that Chairman

GUY EINDORE intrccuced SAII ORNITZ as a ncted hlstorlan on current develop-
nents, cspecially thc international situation, OLNITZ at this time was nost
concerned cver the possibility of England and Gpnnany shifting the war into
an attack on the Sovict Union. He colled President Rocsevelt a traitor and
shouted, "If that be trecason, make the nost of it." C&NITZ deplorec the
penetration of the longshcremen’ by "patricts" who verc thinking of giving

a few hours a weck to the G:vernment, and shoutec that this was "evidence

of cecay", ancd each and every one rmust keep such icdeas fron spreading.
ORNITZ macde every effort tc rcfute the attacks on the Soviet Unicn
concerning Finland. He also attacked the F2I and BtNai Z'Rith for their
cspionage work. Mimeographecd copies of SAMUEL ORNITZ!' radis address over
station KFVD, under the auspices cf the American Pcace Crusade, were

distrib 1 in the lobby of the auditoriun.

Cormunist Front Activities, from@mfic‘.ential Ini‘orm.nt-w,»




