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BILLIE*ﬁbLIDAY, NARCOTICS MATTER. REMYTEL JAN. TWENTY FIVE LAST.
A SQUIB APPEARING IN

LUMN OF HERB CAEN, LOCAL GOSSIP COLUMNIST

OF SAN FRANCISCO C NICLE, ISSUE OF JAN. TWENTY SEVEN READS

“CHANTOQSE BILLIE OLIDAY OUT ON BAIL AFTER BEING NABBED ON A

NARCOTICS CHARGE SAT., HAD A PACKED HOUSE AS USUAL AT CAFE
SOCIETY UPTOWN TUES. NIGHT -~ BUT THE CUSTOMER WHO MUST-VE IN-
TRIGUED HER MOST WAS A GENT WHO SAT AT RINGSIDE THROUGH TWO

SHOUS AND EVEN MADE A COUPLE OF REQUESTS.  / COL. GEORGE
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Hotel Elyssee s

60 East 54th Street -
New York, N. Y. . Penn 2t

-~ . FEbI'uaI'y 9’ . 1949 Ovinp Ta:

J. Edger Hoover
Federzl Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Hoover:

I am ashamed of my unpardonable delay
in writing to thank you a thousand times for the kindness,
consideration and courtesy, in fact all the nicest
adjectives in the book, for the trouble you took re 7
our telephone conversztion in connection with Billie Holicay.

I tremble when I think of my audacity
in approzching you at 211 with so little to recomuend ne
except the esteem, adrwiretion and high regard my father
held for you, I would never nzve dared to ask hin or you
a fevor for myself but knowing your true hiwsnitarizn spirit
1t seemed quite natural at the time to go to the top man,
As my Ncgro mammy used to say - "hen you pray ycu pray to
God don't you?",

I have met Billie Holiday but twice in
my life but admire her immensely as an artist and feel
the most profound ccmpassion for her knowing es I do the
unfortunate circumstances of her backgroungd, Although my
intention is not to condone her wezknesses I certainly
uncerstand the eccentricities of her behaviour beczuse she p
is essentially a2 child 2t heart whose troubles have mezce her/df
psychologically unable to cope with the worlc in which she
finds herself, Her vitel need is more mediczl then the ;3

confinement of four wealls, ~ S
JECORDED -8 /o /o g

However guilty she mzy be, wha evé%&pen;lty !

she may be required to pay for her frailties poor dthing, - -

you I know did everything within the law to iighten her

burden, Bless you for this, N ¢£,

Kindest regards,

Tallulah Bankhezd
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Dear Tallulagh:
I have received vour kind letter of

February 9 and was very glad indeed to hear from
you. Your kind comments are greatly. apprec.,t,ated
and I trust that you will not hesitate to cal{’on <

me at any time you think I might be of asq&atﬁzmm
w °w'

to you. 0 ,_~Q
>

Hoping to see you in the not tooztuant

m et

SJuture and with kindest regarda,
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day, blues singer, has
‘ .u.-r.hn W Rocent of ch arges
possessing ppium.

A Jury of six men and six women
| orned a no verdict yes-
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i Tune 28, 1949.
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The Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
U.S. Department of Justice,
WASHINGTON, D.C. U.S.A.
o Dear Sir:
Re: Miss Billy BOLIDAY
/-
ABSORBIN G
b’)(' ML L would be appreciated IT you “wouI®™
b’)D enquire into .he matter, advising. = - — fa K
i \ have concerning Miss HOLIDAY /‘,f{;;‘,/'
r —— . ! | i i ¢ i/ « .(‘
W—— 0.
AN S Yours truly,

0
L Jue 291948
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DATE: July 25, 1549
TO: _ -
—
p—— ——- —
b1c ,
b .
FROM: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

SUBJECT: BILLY HOLIDAY

Reference is made to your lstter dated June 28, 19L9
requesting information regarding the above-captioned individua.l.

Enclosed herewith are two copies of the Identification

Record of Billie Holiday as it appears in the files of the
Identif : ation Division under FBI#L855389.
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