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) Federal Burean of Inuestigation
Hnited States Bepartment of Fustice
MWashington, D. .

RAG:UFY august 8, 1939
ey
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. 4. T MM (5 b"r /
\9(\C/ £t 1340 AN, on Aurust 6, 1939,
(ﬁo and a i
Y Wasningvon, D. C., telephone

/7 Bureau,

esired to impart some informa-— -
4 possibly had to do witn spy activiiies. de explained
that he regarded it as somewhat fantastic » but in view of his
constant alertness and minute observation of different things he
felt that he should communicaite his inform.tion to tais 3
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. ” Federal Burean of Inues 1tion o o
Vnited States Department of Justice I
New York, N. Y. L
62~5878 - o
REP:AOBS July 2, 1940 e
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C,

Dear Sir:

ECORDED &



62-5878
- F. & C. letter to Bureau

7as 80 edvised and po 2ction is
e New York office in this case,

SACKETT
1 Agent in Charge,

-
0




o

Kansas City, Missouri
T June 8, 1643

< Director, FRI

.

Reference is made to recent instructicis emanating frou
the Bureau requesting eoployees ic ﬁu;n.tlh the Bureau with
interesiing cases or incidents which.might be appropriste for

A p"*iﬁ“licitj purpoaes if the Bureau decmed acvisable.

Special Agent EUQGENE GALEN COG!BS of this office desires

\D'\b to call the Bureau's attention to an incident which is renorted in
the case ad
Sy . TT——

v

=i LY S2ELLEL

. 11 Iwaukee . Wisconsin. The m! for.:
e by this woman was t.o tbe ef‘e,.

that the Ge roan 5 K3 would be destrojed in iic <fou~

ing o: e At larnc Cc.,em ro Jeman,, tc the United Ttates. .. s

..ett.er, 't will be noted, was dated jrior tc the Lakehurst *iszstc:,

wher. the giant Zeppelin HINLIMBUKS ‘ns destiro;e as it was atte_,

ing to land at its sirport at Lakehurst.

The correspondence in-poasessmn 1rdicated that he
had celled on & woman who furfishec the information and whosc name
is contained in the Kilwaukee Fisld Division file of this cese , and
that siie admitted to that she was a Spiritualist and that she
and ancther Spird d had a vision at one of their Spiritusal-
i8t neetings. She s.ated that the vision which they had experienced
indicated to ther very clearly that the HINDENBURG Zeppelin would be
destroyed on its next crossing of the Atlantic and enc felt it her |
duty to warn the Gercan authorit.ies irmnediately. ’

{/ ~or and man who had the
vision tero ats, gave no further

consideration to the matter as unrcliuule.r
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Director, FBI -2 b=Bw=i3
The correspondence mm“eu wCts that im~
mediately following the Lake ster, instructed by

telsgraph or telephone to immuedistely recontac @ inforsants for
an, additionsl Iinformation coricerning the disaster that they might
¢ able to furnish., 7The file further reflects that ai the time
recontacted the woman inforuant in this matter, as he had
instructed to do, it was 80 soon after the destruction of the
Zeppelin HINDEN ‘U0 that the informants had not learmed of the dis-
aster through either radic broadcasis or the newspapers.

n oontacting the inforzants made the mistake of
immedi Y advising them thet the Zeppalin HINTEMBURC had been
destroyed. The wa.an who originally furaished thae infermatior rele-
tive to ner vision, and the man spiritualist who had the vision witd
her, botl. becaue immedistely hilaricusly exuberant over tge fact
thut their visions haud came true. The correspondence in pou—
sezsion reflects that they wers both so pleased that they worked
thezselwes up to sych an smotionul state they lost conaclousness
(passed out), and attempted for approximately two hours to
bring them back ciousnsss in order t he might interview
thez further relative to this disaster. was unable to srouse

— them, and finally left the wanen inf 8 residence without ob~
taining the desired additional information. -

It will be recalled that the destruction of the Jeppelin
HINDENBURQO st Lakshurst, New Jorsey, was one of the greatest news
stories which occurred in the United States prior to the outbreek of
the present war, It is belicwed that this instanoe might furnish
information upon which & wery intaresting newspaper feature story
night be based. ' '

It L8 respectfully suggested that the Burean consider the
advisability of furnishing this information ¢c one of the Milweuke:
newspapsres in order that they might base a feature story on this if
they 8o desire.

Yery trul; yours,

DiIGHT BRANTLEY
Special Agent in Charge
EGC il
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Mr. Blackturn 7801 . ies Melvin 7141
— Mr. Nepier 7€01 Mr. Mesnig: 7612
——_Mr. Beck 7811 —__Mr. Hitcbhell 7612
. Mr. Cox 7607 ——_Mr. Murdock 7612
—— Wiss Cranston 7611l _ Mr, Newpher 7141
-—Miss Douglas 7612 __Mr. Patterson 7612
8 _____Mr. Tuncan 7607 Mr. Payne 7141
- Miss Ebrite 7141 __ Mr. Peckham 7807
—Miss Echols 7141 ___Mr, Peterson 714}
____Mr. Fuoss <7817 Mr. Powell 7141
Miss Geib 7607 - ___Mr. Ralstod 7611
o ___ Mr. Goold 7135 —_ Miss Sheridan 7611
B ——Miss Harriscn 7517 —_Migs Sprenger 7141
. _Mr. Hertertson 7617 — Mr. Taggart 7135
——_ My, Holland 7135 —__Misgs Tasker 7612
__ Miss Johnson, B. J.7517 _ _Mr. Weod 7€07
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: Fortisn ¢f road and fenos berdering ressrvation
© " at lakehurst, New Jerssy. Also more definite
© " ploturs ef gete which persits eniry to the
o resermtion as referred %o in photograph "c".

Footogreph talcan 5=10-37 by Be As Co Vetterli.
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Fesecvation as refurred e »-g:.lu 0",

g"%&!h.’ﬁo?’.

e

at lakshurst, Bew Jersey. Alsc mere definite
pleture of gate whish parmits entry to the
ressrwition as refurred o in phetegraph “c*.

Phebegraph takes 5-10-37 by 8. A. . Vetterls.
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;. reservation at lakshurst, New Jorsoy. The two white apots were plased % show lesatien of
: P white spote were placed %0 ahow location of Qoﬁﬂ-eoll after slizbing fange,
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© © 1| Photogreph taken inside the reservation at
H Iakshurst, ¥New Jerssy, reflegting portion of
‘ fenos add looation of footprists pear fenoce
which latter are reflseted by the two white
spots. BSsme footprints are sheown in photo-

graph "%,

‘=- -  Pootogreph taben 5-10-37 by 8. A, C. Vetterli.
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. Pheto 2f aus of the mctual footprints .
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This is a 1life size photograph of a plaster paria oast made
of s heelprint on the reservation at Lakehurst s New Jersey,
The heelprint was found about eleven hundred feet from the
gate shown in photographs "D", "E" and "F" and on the road
which leads from the gate referred to above to the ecenter of
the reservation,

The cast was made on May 10, 1937 at lakehurst, New Jersey
by Special Agent in Charge R. E. Vetterli assisted by Special
Agent (A) W, D, Fay,

The cast is being retained at the Newark Division 0ffioce.

The cast indicates the person was wearing either rubbers or
arotios,
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‘, To
UNITED STA ¢ - - P'l(/ EE

Y
Memoranaum <T
N Mcf
v TO *  Mr. Mohr / DATE: July 28, 1960 R"E
R ] TC
) I 6 ﬁfze
\i FROM C. D. DeLoach : cl;r;an:
’ AThw £
suseet: A, A, HOEHLING -- Cugd

INQUIRY REGARDING

HINDENBURG DISASTER /. _,.—

Mr. Hoehling, a local free-lance writer who has been furnished
considerable information by the Bureau in the past, called my office to determ

- if we could give him any help in connection with a proposed book regarding the
(/ Hindenburg disaster in 1937.

The Bureau did establish liaison with the Navy and Commerce
Departments who were investigating the crash and did furnish limited technical
assistance; however, no actual FB] investigation was made. Our files show

. that Commerce and Navy do have voluminous background data regarding this
: crash, and Mr. Hoehling was so advised.

The above is for informational purposes only.

aalt e
1 - Mr. Jones f
;
3
E

HPL:geg %\’J
(3)

S1ans 1960 &

)



OPMONAL fORM WO, 18 3 Tx . DH‘;

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memora

s/ qo
AN
FROM
SUBJECT:
BACKGROUN: DATE

: "0 have received from Little, Brown and Compaﬁ; Publishers,
las«dmm;armofcqﬂmedbook. The book is on the subject of the
disaster whish befall the dirigible *Hindenburg™ at Lakehurst, New Jersey, in 193Y.

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

-

e -~ Butiles disclose that on 7-23-60, the suther of the bosk, A, A.

K Boe called the Bureau and spoke to Mr. Leinbaugh, Hoehling requested axy
" help eau could give in connection with his book. Mr. Hoehling was advised
/] that the Bureau did not investigate the Hindenburg disaster but did establish liaison
- 1 with the Nayy and Commerce Departments who did investigate cras -

EXAMINATION OF GALLEYS:
;- The bound galleys of Mr, Hoehling's book disclose a number of

| references to the FBI, none of which are derogaiory.

The book is a fictionalized, blow-by-blow account of the last flight of

the Zeppélig Hindenburg. It put forth the theo the giant dirigible was sabotaged
| by exploding a photographic flashbulb msﬁiﬁmﬁm‘m conc "
however, is pure speculation. The book contains nothing to prove any such oceurrence

OBSERVATION: @17

Since this work puts forth a speculative, unproven theory coﬁcerning
the Hindenburg disaster and since we furnished relatively little assigtance to the
author, it would be most unwise for the Bureau to comment in any way concerning
this book.

RECOMMENDATION: 6113 e 1 Y, y

That the attached innocuous letter, acknowledging receipt of the
be sept)td Little, Brown and Company.

bound galleys,

Enclosur)z._ f/ﬂ ‘,}" V( B8 DEC 13 196! /

1 - Mr. DeLoac il g én—/ >
)%GEE“ 15191

o | “Y s



December 11, 198i1

4
A L A S
Mr. Philip C. Ward ~ L T y
Publicity Department - SL‘ :
mmw&j |
£ I OS T e
Baston 6, lu_uchmetts R
. . S ‘.I.L T SR SRS r‘ﬂﬂ"?"‘:s“i'.:.‘._r.‘
; . HEP.L‘; ‘“ A LRI PIED
Dear Mr., Ward: = __z‘_"“‘ O BV GIMDE G o /4,
Asetofadvancedboumplleys ofthehoa..
ﬁ/'who Destroyed the Hindenburg i" by Mr, A. A 955139_; ”/-‘.:"
hlsbnnrcceindandldonnthuthankyouforma.kmgu \ |
available to me. £X-104 Y
- BEC45 45 "/f/ch—-m ;
g A Bincerely yours, CR-S, ]
31 DEC 19 1961 J. Edgar Hoover B DEC 14 1961

MAILED 30 —— e
BECT 11081 &t
COMM-FE! ' - i

r\;‘ -*.r Del.oach (sey with cover emo)

m‘m Dalou:ﬂihno dated 12-11-81 ca.ptio
Ehdenhu'g?"(w Qﬁu. Ieehnng
-J“_:’ Addb\8’ e AR

o uecewzu b: ,
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OFF ICE OF DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
February 13, 1962 ‘/
Attached book, "Who Destroyed the
Hmdenburg?" by A, A, Hoehling
was sent to the Director by
Little, Brown & Company,

Pubhshers 34 Beacon Street
Boston 6, Massachusetts

- Al
=Her=T8T son % ‘
Mr. Belmont ————

Mr. Illohl’———.___,_
Mr, Ca'l‘lahan

NI, DeLoac
Hr. Evans

Mr. Trotter —_—_—

Mr. Jones —_——
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R 6120 33rd Street N mg e
' g arthwegt, INFORRATION CONTAINED

Washing_gm D. C. s Ml
- . Hl“-REI % Ll i Cweetiio L LD .
DATEM'L—_BW

Dear Mr. Hoehlin :
1 have received the copy of your book

._—-—-l

entitly)k’ho Destroyed the Hindenburg?" It was

e A ey o

certainly thoughtful of you to make it available to me,

184
HOOM NIy -

and I am looking forward to reading it. L
o
RO
Sincerely yours, )J%,‘rf
L Edgar Hoover . . } .
. oo - } \-&: \(
/{‘wh o
! ! o

r : QU DE
LR : : research material relative to the Bureau'
Jo e @Vestlgation of air disaster. ‘The book contains four

: > Telerences 6 Wie'TBI on pages 128, 139, 176 amtF217, , aliof
Tolson e W h are favorable zggqss per Washington City directofy b
go}ﬁrh "U DVEH ne

b — ‘ e B
gel_.mch —_— (3) JBP M‘ r .( ! 13 ( |
Evans - - [ -
BTHAR 13962 _ ??”f T
T 1]
el |
Gandy MAIL ROOM E:} TELETYPE UNIT I:l
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OFFENTLICHE SICWRERHEIT % e
ILLUSTRIERTE MONATSRUNDSCHAU Wien,am  May 8th, 1962.. .
Hers eben Bundesministerium r Inneras Tel a6 3t plhae
Gcn:::;:ir.iﬂ:ﬁﬁr die biteniiiche Sicherhasit 63 86 31 Mr. "'-‘-—-’//
e T
r. ahan.
' hﬁry...-
Mr. "
¥r. John E. Hoover, ‘ Mr vnn:f
The Director, p E: ;a:::
United States Department of Justice . ,;Ezf
Pederal Bureasu of Investigation ’ \}y‘:\*j o
Washington 25, D.C. &'Merl.e"l‘mtter
| VvV’ Miss Holmes___
Miss Gandy

Dear Director Hoover!

Commemoratin@he 25th anniversary of the crash of
the German aerostet indenburg" a number of Austrian Rews-

papers recently rep‘orteﬁ that the investigationa on this
disaster have not been concluded up to the present day.

A publication "Who destroyed the Hindenburg" by the American
journalist A,A.Hoehling found special mention in which the
author allegedly asserts that the aerostat has bc_éen destroyed

- 1 by an infernal machine.
?j N 9y As you, Dear Director Hoover, and your Bureau have
<> o M certainly had to deal with this case in some direction I . /]
= Ll should feel obliged if you had the kindness as to inform ue /"
CQt'= Yy about 1t as far as deems advisable for publication, In this
£ 2 q connectlion, may I again point out that I am by no means inter-
o E ested in any political backgrounds this case may involve, but
:‘.."_ -C’-' { | - according to‘f.he endeavors of our review - golely #n the
E — N \Awork of your Bureau and the judgement of US criminologists.
g %—% gi Highly esteeming your pergonality and the police work

] t

performed by your Bureau I hardly need to add that any other
r

U— ana
=
—_— il aa !
§ O = | eports, articles obr photoa are, always weloome. - 6"
=S R 13 (o - {

“"—-—
2

e,
I have the}mii'qto be, Sir,lf /O -

'/

1: MA¥-3T 195

i yours moet respectfully ‘
_% Eim : ) t"‘:\@i)\ AT '
// /I/ /ffc;y// /1
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~Vienoa, Austria

e e

f Wannssaas K
~ AR,

Dear Mr. xrctlchy , T e
' : Ihnmludyouhttorofmyl lul,ud O"Qi

~

“'I. ' -'_“ ‘Ib‘ .A ha af assistanas o sesnine s

to your inquiry, the !'BI daid not hnltlntc the Hindenburg disaster,

but we did maintain liaison with the Navy and Commerce Departments
who d&lj investigate the crash. Since this Burean has wo information

for digtribtf}ion on that subject, you may desire to writetothese .- .
Depaftm ere in Washington, D. C. xm-omxmuu
helmn casion. o 2 .

"'fmn CONTAINED

1 - Boon — Enclosure
1- Forelgn Liuson Unit B
) "f‘”“e'“

NOTE Wn ‘n-vn l\nﬂ vl nnwﬂ%nl --...e‘l,..'{-l

b X aher
W&bv vum NULD\-“ u\i " n"c

’.;;e;i:)usly Turnighed re;a! g;ym Bemlication. ?necardlu the
us

publication, Legat, Bann 4-58 that thi icmgﬂ u.lultra
monthly review published by the m:ﬁry nﬂor,
Genergly ’:;et:%1 ublic Safety with a*vie‘ create an atmosphere of
good unde en the pohce authorities and the pefliple of
Austna. concerning the Hindenburg disas¥€Cdy ", A, Baehling
was a fie b w-by -blow account of the last flight of the Zeppelin
Hmdenbur.c_r The Boo forth the theory that the giant dirigible waxs ”

EL‘gfﬁf W 251962 ; MMnext page)
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Let to Mr. A, Kretschy
e R T Y

sabotaged by exploding a photographic flashbulb inside one of the dirigible's
gas cell. The conclusion was pure speculation. Hoehling, with whom we
have been friendly in the past,was also advised, when he asked for informati
concerning the Hindenburg disaster on 5-6-37, that we did not investigite
this disaster, but we did establish liaison with the Navy and Commerce
Departments who did investigate it. (62-48190)p
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