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verious members of the crew informed Ecknmer that the passenger,
Joseph Spach, had two dogs that were maintained in the freight
room, which is located aft, directly below gas cell mumber 6.
Further, that this passenger was allowed to go back and tend to
these dogs at frequent intervals, either to feed them, water them,
or merely to pet them, end on various of these trips he was not
accompanied by & member of the crew. Ecknmer also related to
Rosendahl that one of the stewards, who has since returned to
Germany, mentioned the fact that Joseph Spach appeared to him to

be unsympathetic to the airship travel and impressed him as being

a peculisr type of passenger; also that this individuel remained
aloof from the other passengers and was not at all responsive to
the explanations of the crew regarding the veriocus technicelities
of the airship itself. Commander Rosendahl stated that the ouly
information he had on Joseph Spach there st Lakehurst was to the
effect that he was supposedly & United States citiren, using an
American passport mnd that he hed been treated at the Fitkin
Nemorial Hospital at Asbury fark, New Jersey immedietely after

the aocident; that he had been discharged shortly thereafter and
had left, &s his forwerding eddress, Douglastop, Long Island,

New York, For further information concerning the present where-
atouts of Joseph Spach, it is believed by Rosendeahl that this would
be in the possession of Kr. Rauber, who is & German citizen affiliated
with the Famburg-Americean Steamship, Line in New York City, which is
one of the passenger ggents for thelAmerican Zeppelin Transport
Company, which is the]American Zeppelin Agency for the fGernan
Zeppelin Transport Company. Commander Rosendahl steted that he

had telked it over with the Board of Inquiry, which is headed by
South Trimble of the Department of Commerce, and it had been de-
cided that Commander Rosendahl wes to get in touch with me at the
Newark Field Division end request that an investigation be made of
Joseph Spach to ascertein his background, as well as & little per-
sonal history concerning his recent trip from Germany to the United
States aboard the dirigible Eindenburg.

I wes also informed by Commander Rosendahl that Joseph
Spach is supposed to be an acrobat by profession and in connection
therewith Kosendahl stated that it would take a fairly active man
to climb the rigging separating gas cells L; and 5 in order to gain
access to the gas shaft thatseparates these two chambers from the
axial girder to the top keel, It is the opinion of Commander
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Rosendahl, as well as certain membere of the Board of Inquiry,

that it was entirely possible that Joseph Spach might have placed
either an inflammable substance in the gas shaft in close proximity
with the maneuvering wvalve, or placed a timing device which would
heve ignited the mixture existing in the gas shaft at the time that
the gas is valved off for landing purposes.

Upon receiving this infermation, I telephonically
commmicated with Mr. Foxworth, of the Bureau, and related to him
the above information. In connection therewith, Mr, Foxworth stated
that he would confer with the Director in connection with the instant
matter and would commnicate with me telephonically as to what pro=-
cedure should be followed in comnection therewith.

Shortly after 3:30 p, m., Daylight Saving Time, I again
had telephonic contact with My, Foxworth, of the Bureau, at which
tims he informed that it was the opinion of the Buremu that the
investigation requested by the Board of Ingquiry, through Commander
Rosendahl, should be conducted and that action should be taken to
obtain the necessary information that would reveal the background
of the passenger Joseph Spach. Also, at this time, it was brought
to the attention of Mr. Foxworth that I had further conference with
Commander Rosendahl, at which time he had informed me that he had
talked with Ceptain Erns¥lehmann, shortly after the accident, at the
hospital in lakewood, New Jeysey, and at this time lehmann had in-
formed him that he and Antoqfnittemann had received a warning. The
particulers of this warning were not,divulged to Commender Rosendahl
by either Captain Lehwann or Captain( Wittemann, but they had indicated
that they had received a warning that something was going to happen
in the stern of the Hindenburg on her initial trip to the United
States in the Spring of this year. According to Commander Rosendahl,
evidently both Captain Wittemann and Captein Lehmann, (who is now de-
ceased) had confided this informetion concerning the warning to the
appropriate representatives of the German Ambassador in the United
Stetes. Commander Rosendahl also stated that lLelmann had made &
definite statement to the effect that he was of the opinion that
an "infernal machine™ had been the csuse of the accident and that
the accident would have happened, no matter whether they had utilized
helium gas or hydrogen gas in the super structure of the Hindenburg,

%



el el =il A Gl L

2l Y

.

Commander Rosendahl at this time suggested that it might be a good
idea for a representative of the Bureau to interview Captain
Wittemann, as he has been given to understand that all of the members
of the German crew would be ready and willing %o cooperate with the
sppropriate authorities of the United Stetes in connection with the
sabotage theory.

Regarding the suggestion that Captain Wittemann be inter-
viewed by & representative of the Bureau, Mr. Foxworth stated that
no asction should be taken in cornection therewith until further ad-
vice was received by me from the Bureau.

Special Apgent Malone and myself again conferred with
Commender Rosendahl at lekehurst at 5 p. ms on May 19, 1937, at
which time Commander Rosendahl stated that a further discovery
haed beer made that would help support the sabotage theory.

As has been relested to the Bureau, in conmection with
the instent case, ir the commnicetion deted May 11, 1937, forwarded
by Inspector E, J. Connelley, the authorities at Lekehurst had been
in commnication with the Bomb Squad of the New York FPolice Depart-
ment. For the informatiorn of the Bureau, Detective lkCarthy of the
New York Bomb Squad, has been at lekehurst end has conducted some
investigation of the ruins of the dirigible Hindenburg. Detective
LeCerthy has previously informed that the results of his examination
were negetive and that the only thing he was able to ascertaln was
evidence of & severe explosion in the after part of the ship.
Naturally, the type of explosion that had occurred in the stern of
the ship was not known ard it is true that such an explosion could
have been caused by the igniting of the hydrogen gas after it had
been mixed with the proper emount of sir.

no
A

ve in
red %o do wlth the findlng of oreign aubstanoa present on the
valve heaed of one of the valves, either in gas ocell nugber L or 5;
that this valve heac had been located by Doctor ludwig/Tuer, who is
Chief Construction Engineer of the Germen Zeppelin Transport Compeny.
1t is Rosendahl's belief that this foreign substance appearing on
this valve head is sulphur, due to the yellow color. This valve
heed was shown to Agent Valone and myself by Commender Rosendahl,
end there is evident thereon a substance, yellow in color, ard in
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e feirly large quantity. Commender Rosendahl stated that it is the
jntention of the Board of Imquiry to have & chemical expert test
this substance eppearing on this valve head in order to definitely
ascertain whether or mot it is sulphur or other like substance.

It will be recalled that the suggestion previously had
been made to Commander Rosendahl by Inspector E. J. Connelley that
it might be well for officiels at lakehurst to have an expert from
the Buresu of Stardards come to Lakehurst and examine the ruins of
the dirigible in an effort to ascertain if any foreign substance were
present end if so, the nature of the substance. Commander Rosendehl
stated that & chemical expert was proceeding to lekehurst some time
during Mey 20, 1937 to conduct en exsmination of the foreign sub-
stance found by Doctor Duer on the valve head. It was not mamde
clear, at this time by Commander Rosendahl, whether this expert was
proceeding from Washingtorn, D, C, end was & employee of the Govern-
rent, or whether he was an employee of the New York Pollice Depart-
ment who was being obtained by Detective McCerthy. Commander Bosen-
dahl steted that the finding of the foreign substecce on the valve
head was & matter of the utmost of confidence and that he did not
wish it to be knowvmn that he had allowed the Agents to view this piece
of evidence. In view of this fact, no further suggestions were made
to Commander Rosendahl ty Agent kelone and myself. Rozendahl stated
that it is Doctor Duer's opinion that the substence eppearing on the
valve head is undoubtedly sulphur and if this is true, it would then
further lend credence to the fact that the cause of the accident
might have been sabotage, as in Doctor Duer's opinion, there was no
sulphur substence in the ship, end further that there was no substance
that was yellow in color on board the ship.

For the informetion of the Bureau, at this time it is not
knowvn whether the informetion concerning the passenger Joseph Spach
has been put in possession of the hew York Police Department, nor
whether it is the general knowledge of the sub-committee that is
assistirg the Board of Inguiry, of which Colonel fartney is a
mermber. It will be recalled that Colonel fartney is & representa-
tive of the Copelend Investigating Committee at lekehurst and, es
such, has been appointed as a member of the subecormittee which is
supposed to function as techmical adviscrs to the Board of Inguiry.
It is known, however, thet the fect that this foreign substance has
been found or one of the valve heads has been put in possession of
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the New York Police Department and the New York Police Department
has displayed & great deal of secret motivity during the instant
date at lekehurst, especielly requesting private conferences with
the wvarious paval personnel at lakehurst in the presence of Agent
Malone and myself,

For the Bureau's information, the investigation con-
cerning the ascertaining of the gensral background of the passenger
Joseph Spach is going forward and the Bureau will be kept edvised
as to developments thereof.

At the conclusion of the interview with Commander Rosen-
dah) on the instsnt date, he informed thet both he and his wife
had received confidentisl informetion from Mrs, Lehmann, wife of
the decemsed Captain Lehmenn, to the effect thet lehmannts life
had frequently been threatened, as well as the destruction of the
German Zeppelin Transport Company. Commender Rosendahl informed,
in connection with this, that he did not feel he should divulge
the informetion he had received from Mrs, lLehmann unless it was
absolutely necessary, due to the fact that for him to do so would
be to violate m confidence.

For the Bureau's information there is being transmitted
herewith copies of & memorandum, dictated for the attention of
Ipspector E. J. Connelley, by myself, dated May 16, 1937 end
¥ay 17, 1537, as well as & memorendum for the file which was sub-
mitted by Inspector E. Jo. Connelley under date of May 18, 1937,

Very truly yours,

Qen e

. 8.
¥i. So DEVEREATX,
Specinl Agent in Charge.
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MEMCRANDUM FOR INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY

Mey 16, 1937

RE: HINDENBURG AIRSHIP CATASTROPHE.

This 18 to record the fact that on Mey 11, 1837, I pro-
ceaded to Lekehurst, New Jersey, and contacted South Trimble, of the
Boerd of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce, as well as
Commander Rosendahl, of the U. S. Navy. Neither of these individueals
had anything on their mind insofar as this Bureau is concerned, &nd no
comment was made regarding the investigation being conducted of the catas-
trophe. :

On Mey 12, 1937, I proceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, in
company with Special Agent in Charge R. E. Vetterli. At approximately
11;00 a.m., we were approached by Colonel Hartney, investigator for the
Copeland Committee, and Hartney displayed a telegram which he had received
from Roger Williemson in Weshington. Telegram requested that he, Hartney,
ascertain from Vetterli whether or not casts were made of the tracks in
the middle of the roed on the western side of the reservation, and whether
or not they were traced from the fence on the western eide of the reser-
vation to the mersh, eto., end suggesting that if thie had not been done,
that it should be done immediately. Hartney also stated that he had
information from Commander Rosendahl that threw an entirely new light
on the accident, but that this informastion was confidentiml, eand that it
had to do with the wife of & leborer who resides in the house located near
the old abandoned mooring mest. No comment was made to Hartney on this
occasion, other than the fact that we, as representatives of the Bursau,
were merely observing at this time.

Also, on May 12, conversation was hed with South Trimble,
and he expressed the thought that he would appreciete the cocoperaticn of
the Bureau insofar as having Agents of the Bureau interview the passengers
who were on board the ill-fated Hindenburg on May 6, and also take care
of any investigative sotivity growing out from these interviews. Mr.
Trimble was informed that this request would be conveyed to you and that
we would notify him ms to the Bureau's reaction as soon as possible.
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On May 13, we saw South Trimble at 10:%0 a.m., and

med him that the Bureau was desirous of ecooperating in every
way possible in matters that would be of mutual interest, and that -
there cculd be made avallable for the investigation suggested by
bim two Agents, and that we would be glad to have these two Agents
work in cocperation with representativeas of the Department of Commerce.
Trimble stated that after checking the situation, he found that there
were only four interviews left to be mede and that the inspectors of
the Depertment of Commerce ocould teke care of this situstion. He stated
he would let us know later in the day if any further assistanse from the
Bureau was needed,

informe

On May 12, at 2:00 p.m., Mr. Trimble stated to Vetterli
and myself that an examinstion of the wrecksge haed disclosed a broken
propeller in the middle of the ruins and that it indicated that this
propeller blade could have been thrown from the propeller shaft of
one of the motors imto the superstructure of the ship end that this
could have caused the accident. He stated that they were contemplating
having the appropriate tests mede of this propeller blade, in order to
ascertain if thisz theory could be verified.

He also said that he had witnesses that would testify
thaet there was & hole in the side of the Hindenburg before approaching
the mooring mast, eto.

On May 12, there were turned over to me by Colonel Hartney,

three letters that he requested to be own to vou. He stated that he
had shown the one letter signed by to General Von Boet-
tinger, who is representing the Ger ssador, Hens Luther, at the

hearing, and thet the General became quite excited and told him, Hartney,
thet that was the right type of investigetion to be made and that there
wags undoubtedly sabotage comnnected with the accident. Coples of these
letters are attached hereto.

On May 14, 1937, the hearing at Lakehurst was attended
by =2, sccompanled by Special Apent Lee F. Malone, and on this occasion,
I conversed with Colonel Hartney, et which time he gave me two more
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letters, the same being attached hereto. On this ococasion, I discreetly
copied these letters and returned the originals tc him.

He stated that he was of the opinion greater efforts should
be made to conduct e thorough search of the field and further that he
had talked with Senator Copeland, the Senstor being of s similar opinionm,
and further, that the Seénator was quite put out because this had not as
yet been done. Hartney informed that he told the S, nator that the F.B.I.
was "working like the devil®™ on the cass. I immediately informed the
Colonel that our position in the matter was still that of observer, and
that if there was any request for activity om our part, it should be made
through the Board of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce,
inesmich as they had full responsibility at the present time, and that
upon the receipt of such request, it would be given proper consideration.
Hartney informed that he understood perfestly, but that he thought he
had to tell the Senator somsthings.

At this time, he also seid that he was of the opinlon that
an explosive bullet that would leave no tracer had been used in causing
the accident, and thet it was probably through the utilizetion of a
curved out lead bullet in which phosphorus had been placed, and that
a5 the bullet struck ths girder in the superstiructure, the phosphorus
would splatter on this metal and then with the sair mixing with the hy-
drogen, it would be touched off by the phosphorus, and the explosion would
ensue.

He also made mention of & spotlight bullet, which is
explosive in mature, that had besn tested by him on airplane fabric at
McCook Field inm Ohic, and that these tests taught him that an explosive
bullet could ignite & thing in the air immediately upon coming in contact

therewith.

He also stated that the Board of Inquiry did not sappear to be
terribly interested in the sabotage theory, and that they intended to
discount the same. No comment was made by me on this occasion.

on Mey 1§, 1937, at 11:15 a.m., I again conversed with
Colonel Hartney at Lakehurst, end was again accompanied by Special Agent
Malone, and at this time, I egain reiterated our pesition in the metter,
namely, that we were merely observers, but that we were perfectly willing
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to ocoperate in every way possible, providing a formal request was
made by the Board, C(Cclonel Hartney on this oocasion informed me that
he understood perfectly.

He also displayed to me another letter, s oopy of which is
attached hereto, inasmuch as this letter was copied by me without the
knowledge of Colonel Hartneye

Respectfully submitted,

WSD ML W S. DEVEREAUX, 7

Special Agent in Charge.
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Y May 11, 1937

P

Colonel Harold E. Bartney
U. 5+ Benate Bldgn
Washington, D. C.

Dear Colonel:

I em offering, what I believe, & logical resson for an in.
veostigation on &, perhaps, remote clue on what might be the cause of the
Hindenburg explosion.

The Hindenburg has been coming te this country for years.
It was not extraordinary news. The day she arrived it was dark, dull
and rainy, and she hung up for a few hours to land, waiting until after
8ix o'clock. According to all the rules of human peture, most people
wishing to take pictures of the ship would have left for home.

With all this, this accident was photographed from every
angle. As & matter of fact, I heve never seen an event more profusely
photographed.

To me, it seems a possibility that e bunch of photographing
racketeers would frame an accident of this kind, as they would any other

Tl ~ tat e T sirdamatand &l a e, Jp— P, . .
OiE JOU IO ImOhSY. = undelsTand that the amount of BONSY taken in from

these photographs runs inte large sums,

I 2180 notice that some of the men who were notified to stay
off the ship were newspaper men. This may be caused by a distant friend-
ship for these men, by the fact those invelved had an acquaintanceship
in the newspeper field,

I am offering this only as a lead 'whi h, 1 believe, is sup-
orted by good logic. I have no direct evidence for my conclusions.
pa to see you when you are in New York., I am at the
above address at all times.
Most oordially
- "
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(original latter written in ink in German)
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I was sorry to hear of the catastrophe. As I learned
by newspepers that Senator Copeland wants to investigate in
the case 1 wish to inform you that in oase the zeppelin fiew
over New York about four o'clock, the &th (of May) at that
time ! was driving with some people. Three boys, about 9 - 10
years of age, sat at the window. There was a &mall aeroplane
connected with & rope with the airship and flying up to her
(or around). The 3 boys said what does the little want there.
They have seen it and I have seen it. We drive with the
elevated through Bronx Park on Bast Side. In case the seppelin
crossed that vicinity something waes tied on it, I am sure. The
small (plane) was over and onn?the airship). We oould see it
c¢learly as it was very low, I do not know the boys.

A Heartbroken

Envelope addressed and postmarked as follows:

"New York,N. Y.

Bta. K
oy 7 8 - FM

1937

H. 8Sensator
Copelangd.
(D= N. Ya)
(In pencil)
Wash D.C.

Sidy-- %
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Benstor Copeland,
Washington, D. €.

You should send for Sam Untermyer, Raddi Wise and the
helf jew, half wop Meyor la Guardia in your Hindenburg examination.
These men all favor baycotting Germany and are on record as saying they
even would prevent the boxer, Max Sclmelling, from fighting here ir
they oould do so. '

The Hindenburg was fired at in lower New York-~I sew it
from a skysoraper window.Three shots came from a point close to the
elovated structure at Chambers Street and Greenwich as the airship
was heading toward the Battery after eircling Manhattan.

Some hireling of anti-narzis did this job and was pald
by the jews whom I have mentioned.Call them and ask about their
boyocott orgenization, the names of their agents, and you'll get
the murderer of those people on the Hindenburg.

And it wont be long now,Senator,before Americens stary
massacring kikes just &s other nations have dons.They are no good

sons of bitches and have been so for ages.
WAL —(Sig't- typed)

Envelope addressed and postmarked as follows:

"HUD.TERM.ANNEX.N.Y.
MAY 7, 10,30 AM
1937
Senator Royal S.Copeland
U.8.5enate

Washin.gton,D.C.'
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ol. Harold E. BEartnsy,

Lakehurat, ¥, J.
Pear Sir,;

Fleagzes, fcr the sake of Christian humenity, do not allow yournelf
to become befuddled & oonfused, or frightened & intimidated by Jewish
arrogance & dominance in the attempts to side track the osuse of the
Hindenburg disaster. '

Jews, blg and influentlial in this Jewish-run Christian country
of ours, are determined to imitaete the investigators with every scheme
their cunning brains are cspeble of to concoot, & so camouflage the truth
with all kinds of phantastic theories, intended to throw you off your
feet. Jews are experts at deceit. Their Talmud teasches them from child-
hood on the value of decsit egainst the gays (Christians) & the hate for
those Christians.

Everything in logic, common sense end physchology - from the S.
S. Bremen incident & the L& Guardia cass, to the intense hate for Germany
the threatened success of & good will through the Hindenburg points to
Jewish sabotage. But if one must have facts to be impressed, they are
there to; witnesses testified that the fire sterted thru a oomparatively
emall tongue of flame which suddenly burst out of the hull of the ship -
showing conclusively, & above & beyond all side-tracking issues of phan-
tastic Jewish theorises, thet e flaming bullet (of which there mey beé a
hundred different simple devices) had been shot imto the hull. Pure and
Simpls, it was an sot of Jewish sabotage, inspired by Telmud - preached
hate.

(L,LH;’ Yours very respectfully
s -
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Typed note.

Colonel:s First paragraph mot pecessarily true; person might
have figured on ohcosing time when everyone was at one place on field,
and even guards would be looking toward ship; alsc, fanatic would be apt
to take pleasure in killing all in ship.

Second paraggraph very good. Search should certainly be mede
in aft of ship for some timing devioe. Perhaps you could suggest it to

Board.
WY /s/'( in penoil)

Pretty good letter, hay?

Attached is plece of paper written in pencil es follows;

Send to Col. Hariney Special Delivery.

Sugpest that this be turned over to Vetterli. “1Zi-?

Envelope addressed to:

Senator Royal S. Copeland,
Senate {hamber,
Wash., D. C.

Postmarked; N, Y. Ce - N, Y. Sta A
§-10~37 2 pM

Letter as follows;

The Disaster to the Hindenburg.- I do not believe - wag caused
here - For this reamson. It would have been much safer to have fired an
incendiary bullet - later in the night. because if the first one missed -
they could repeat - until success - snd it is reasonable to suppose thet
the wrecking of the craft would be the only thing scught. If murder was
sought - it would have been tried minutes before - as nc one kmew that
the end would be so sudden.

My theory is that, if it wes not en accident, - it was planned
before the sghip left Germany that is, & time device was installed then,
so timed that it would work after the ship was anchored - they figured
on & normal orossing which would have the ship anchored about three hours
earlisrt - But as she was late (as I understand the sohedule) it was (the
Blast) in & sense, premature.

COPIES DESTROYED
30 OCT 21 1964
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The only thing to do is, to soreen every or. of eshes - if a
time device (probebly a small alarm clock - Eight day) is found, partic-
ularly in the rear third of the ship, then one may be sure that - it
was sebotagel If not, then I firmly believe, it was natural causes - beyond
‘our present knowledge. Anc all the investigations are so much -- waste timet

VY

Written in pencil. "No eddrees."
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(Written on the reverse side of this letter was the following:)

Eloice,

I am trying to find opt all info about such nuts. This
guy might aotually have done the dirty work, or some
other disgruntled inventor like him.

COPIES DESTROYED
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c This letter wes copied on May 15, 1837
0 while in the possession of Colonel Hertney,
P st Lakehurst, New Jersey.
b

Honcreble Roysl Copeland,
Us. 5. Senator,
¥ash., Ds C.

Dear Senstor:

In case of the yesterday Zepplin disester st lLekehurst,
¥. J. 85 well as the disasters of Shen®Mdosh, Akron, Macon, may I inform you
that Zepplin competitions in Americe against my airahﬁp invention ere
now out of my vey.

B TR e T REE G T —

I em the inventor of a resl American dirigible patented
1914 in Wash. but which wes refused for adopticn at the lighter than
air competibion in 1928 by the Gov't. experts in Weshe. The result
of this refusal was that both edopted Zepplin immitations hed &
short life. If you Honoreble, are en arcdent furtherer of e real
& good Americen invention of originel oonstructicn in that line,
I hope you will reccommend it for oconstruction, such disasters es
in the past will néver happen in the future.

BoidiaiA

wehdrn W

ACAMy W
& saftier than s Zepplin, iT will cost lesser money, useful £
wer &8 well, as commerce, and which will be constructed to la
on the weter surface by means of pontoons.

&

Yoo

Aweiting your kind reply on this subject

L. - ‘wi“.’
SANEIN P -1 -

. Most respectfully,
4 Yours,

w -

(Typed on a card attached to the above letter was the
following:)

Col:

This disgcruntled inventor goes BoO far ag %o BAY XEXXXXXXX

aer== WMo SRl WDLATL VTR LLUS

thet since the Hindenburg dlsaster, "Zeppelin competi-
ticns are pow out of my way." Ve have coples here; so
- Vetterli cen have this.

e x
COY T e
L

o RN P - s I
5 U b B (signed in PEHOIl}—
: (oh 81l right)
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May 17, 1937.

MEMORANDUM FOR INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY

On the morning of Mey 17, 1637, Special Agent lee F.
Malone and myself proceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, to attend
the hearing regarding the Hindenburg disaster of May 6. We at-
tended the morning heering end in complicance with telephonioc
instruotions received Prom Special Agent in Charge Vetterli, I
left with the Board of Inquiry the eddress and telephone number
of the Newark Field Divisione nd informed them that other commit-
ments necessitated my returning immediately to Newark, New Jersey,
and thet if there were eny developments in connection with the
investigation being conducted by the Department of Commerce re-
garding the Hindeuburg disaster wherein the Bureau could be of any
service, that if the Board would contect the Newark Field Division
and meke & request for eny activity on the part of the Bureasu, that
this request would receive due consideration and that they were to
feel thet the Bureau wished to cooperate in every przetical manner.

I wes informed by Mejor Schroeder and Mr. Mulligan, of
the Board, that thus far there was no indioation of & vioclation
in which this Bureau would be interested, but that if anything
arose that they felt would be of interest to the Bureasu or that
they felt the Bureeu could be of assistance to the Board in com-
pleting their investigation, they would feel free to communicate
with this Fielc Division. They both informed me that they appre-
ciated very much our presence &t Lskehurst. Further, that they
had s great deal of confidence in the Bureau and that if there
wes any indication of sebotege or the like they would probebly
want to oontect this division. I also left the address and tele-
phone number of this division with Captein Roeendahl, Commander of
the Kevel Base at Lakehurst and gave him the seame explanation that
I gave the Boerd of Inguiry. Rosendahl alsc atated that thus far
there was no evidence of ssbotsge or of a crimimsl violation, but
that he certainly had appreciated the presence of representatives
of the Bureau et the Navel Base and that he would eppreciete very
mich our contacting him periodically sc thet he could keep us in-
formed as to any developments. No further comment was made by me
regarding the remarks of either the Board or Rosendahl.

0ot 21 1964
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Colonel Hartney wes not contacted by me on the instant
date.

Agent Malone and myself arrived in Newark, New Jersey
at 1.20 P. M. and no further action will be teken by this division
at Lekehurst until further instructions are received from the
Buresau.

Respectfully submitted,

W. 5. DEVEREAUX,
WEDsRBT Special Agent in Charge.
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MEYORARDUM FOR THE FILE
May 18, 1937.
RE: EINDENBURG

On May 11, 1537, in & telephone conversation with Mr.
Tamm as to the requests previously made apparently by Roger
Williamson to Commander Rosendahl that a search be made of the
field where the Hindenburg fell which he, Williamson, suggested
that we should supervise, Mr, Tamm advisod we should indicate to
Commander Rosendahl that we necessarily cannot act upon reguests
for investigation by a Senatorial Committee inasmuch as this
would possibly place us in a« position to be oriticized, but that

P . ] o am demema
should the commititse investigating the disaster of the Hindenburg

or Mr. Rosendahl have some ideas for investigation, this might make
a difference as to what we would do in the situation inssmuch as
this would possibly place before us some situation coming within
our investigative jurisdiction, Reference is made to my previous
jndication that if a search were to be made, this could jJust es
well be made in any of the area over which the Eindenburg circled
for approximstely two hours before it made its landing at the
Naval Air Station. It was indicated, at that time, that we were

entirely friendly and agresable with both “ﬂmm-hder Rogendahl and

Mr. Trimble of the Commerse Department Investigating Committee, dut,
however, they hed made no request of us, as yet, for investigption.

On May 12, 1937, as a result of the request made by
Mr. Trimble to Agents Vettsrli and Devereaux, this information was
comminicated to Mr, Temm at 6;11 p. m.; that Mr. Trimble indicated
that it would be desirable possibly for us to check, or to check in

cooperation with their Inspectors, the various passengers who arrived
on tha Hindanbure in ardsr to lasrn the nameg of any persons who were

Wil WiV LAMUWIILWE E, &d Wik A = s SEREE

at the field to meet them and thereafter interview these latter
persons for any of their observations while at the field.

on May 12, 1937, at 10:18 p. m., Mr. Tamm, in a telephone

conversation, advised that the Director had instructed that it would -
st
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* be desirsble for us to cooperate in any way possible with Mr. Trimble;
that we should suggest to him that we would be agreeable to checking
the list of passengers as previously above-indicated; that, however,
this should be done in conjunction with the Inspectors of the Depart-
ment of Commerce; that we would be very glad to work with them in
handling this situation, however, it was suggested that we request
the Commerce Committee to obtain the list of passengers from the
Zeppelin Company and thereafter we would have two of our men work
with two of the Department of Coammerce Inspectors,

On the following day, May 13, 1937, ¥r. Trimble was sd-
vised in accordance with the above situation and at this time he
advised Agents Vetterli and Devereaux that they had checked out most
of these passengers and at this time they had none that they desired
us to check, but that they would call upon us for any assistance if

they desired it and they have not, as yet, suggested to us any inquiry,

although we have indicated to them that we were very desirous of
rendering sny and all possible assistance to them and that we would

consider any request for investigation they made and if szame wns proper,

in accordance with what we should handle, we would be glad to imme-

diately make the necessary inquiry. T

Inspector.

EJC 1 ML
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Federul Burean of Investigation
Huited States Department of Iustice

9%6 Reaymond-Comnerce Building
Newark, New Jersey

Director prALASSIITE Y RIS
Director - 19 iy
Federal Bureau of Investigetion % 7rT Y

washington, D. Co

O
Re: DESTRUCTION AIRSEIP HINDENBURG
Deer &ir:

On May 20, 1937 at 6:00 P.¥,, Commender C. E. Rosendahl,
of the Naval Air Stetion at lakehurst, New Jersey, contacted Special
Agent in Charge Deveresux by telephone and edvised that & chemist
associeted with the Pureau of lMines and Explosives who receives com-
pensetion from the Association of Railroads in the eastern part of
the United States, had made en examination of the gas valve which had
been located by Dr. ludwig Duerf Chief Construction Engineer of the
Germen Zeppelin Trensport Compeny, and had determined that the foreign
substence present on the valve heed was not sulphur or any active acid.
The chemist sdvised Commander Rosendahl that to really determine what
composed the deposited substance, & detailed, minute exanination would
have to be made, and suggested that the examinstion be made by the

puresu of Stanierds at Vashinglen, 0.0 (9 - AT /9~ )G

Commander Rosendehl advised that the commiftee was taking’
steps in the immediate future to have this suggested exsmination padé Y
by the Bureau of Standards at Yiashington, D. Ce VIV DO ip37eoM,
! o r ,
He further advised that the German ‘Commission ig now g
the opinion thet the deposit sppearing upen the valve T )
sibly have originated from a fire extinguisher which wa

the aft portion of the ship, and that it was_either & dgpbsjpt from
the burned rubber or the discharged fluid of ﬁ%&ﬁ'fir € uisher.

-
For the assistance of the Bureau there is trensmitted
with this letter a photostatic copy of the disgrac of the Hindenburg
which is marked 1Z-129, and a photostatic copy of the diagram of the

NORAN L
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Bindenburg showing the locatlon of the Hindenburg personnel at the

time of the mccident.

1Fl:ce
Encls. (2)
70-15

The lattsr is marked M-105-115.

Very truly yours,

e oo o

W. S. DEVEREATX,
Special Agent in Charge
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
mc!ﬁ:: oRIGINATED AT NERARK FILE NO. 70=-326
S ‘Iaahington, 5. PR I S R R ST e R Y Hm.ER
w T RN 6‘“-:« =y 1’“" = r mwm: ‘_M'_:- K — “u ;‘.
DESMUOTICH OF ‘Amsm? "HIXDENEORGY ) ogvmmm'r RESERVATION M2TTER -
Rl I S Lo St - f""}r. R
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- REFERENCE: Letter from Newark Diviaion deted May a1, 1937,
ALL INFOREATION CONT Mmm
DETALLS: AT WASHINGTON, D, C» FrozZIN 1S bufm.w

DATE_ gy T e
Yor the information and guidence of other divisions, in the
. event the office of origln ghould instruct investigation thereby, the i
‘reference letter indicetes that %he Bogrd of Inguiry of the Department o

of Commerce, heeded by South Tri.mble, Ig., through Cmmander Ce :l..
. ’ e ———— R

N ] j . o ..,‘-\,-
N ‘?::&'f:;é‘n'? mm DO NOT WRITE iN THESE SFACES
‘)I:..-HW? [ 20 luavasion -
COPIES OF THIS REPORT
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4 osendehl, U, §, Navy, reqested $his Bgresu ¥ sacertain the idena’
tiky end backgrdund of one Joseph Spaeh,gm‘pnsaéngef' board the aipe . -
- ship "Hindenbufg® on the fefsl trip endifg May 6, lgfﬁ' -at Lekenuraty © -
New Jeraay, ’ ke ‘“w gl ‘ St A SRS

< Sad e

The refarence letter further indicates that it hes deen ;= ™
determined that Joseph Spech hed mcocess to the aft portion of the .
airship to tend two dogs which he ownsd and which were confined in -
the sft freight room. JAs Spach had sccess $o the rear portion of . .-
the ship, some suspicion hes, thersiore, ptteched 1tself to Somehy o
23 st various ,timos\he was in the stern of the ahip nnaccompeniods

=l
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John Rdger Roover,
Mﬂm. =,
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to Commander €, z.uummn Laketurst, B -ﬂmm ST
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This will aekmvl-&ge n«ipt of your
lettar dated May 21, 1937, regarding the Eindenburg

, disazier, and { aprreciate your iriung e m vim - S
i eonoerning this matier. . o

,; - v f
. 7 - .’ x - " -JJ‘.

John Edger Hoover,
Pirector,
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936 EaysondeCommroe Building
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RS Res DESTRUCTION AIB;EI;CzIEDEIBURG B
e #he Poard of Inquiry of the Department of Commeree, -
headed by Seuth Irimble, through Commander Ce E» Rosendahl, U,8.¥.,
has specifically requested the Federal Bureau of stigation ¢t» . -'
asocertain the identity snd bmekground of ena JCSEPYSPACE, & passe .
enger sboard the Airship Hindenburg on the fatal p ending May 6
1937 st lakemurst, Now Jersey. S e L

It has been determined that Joseph Spach bad acoess to

‘the aft portion of the airship to tend two dogs whioh he owned and

which were confined in the aft freight room. As Spach had socess
to the rear portion of the ship, some suspicion has, therefors, at~
tached itself to Spach, as at various times he was in the stera of
the ship unsocoompanied, _ N

It is requested that thi be sxpedited,
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

DIRECTOR )
Federal Bureaa of Inuestigation
Mnited Btates Bepariment of Instice
MWashinogton, B. .
PEF: DM May 24, 1937. _
Time - 4355 P. K. ~ /
2L MEMORANDUM FOR WR. T
Re:o Hindenburg

/ \/ | I called SAC Devereaux at the Newark Division and told him
that the Director had approved the conduct of the interview with
Captain Wittemann, who is suppossd to have knowlsdge of the

warning allegedly received by officials of the Hindenburg.

Mr. Devereaux stated that eince Dr. Eckener's testimony, the
attitude al the hearings had changed somewhat, Dr., Eckener having
testified he believed the accident was due to static electricity.
Mr. Devereaux stated thzt accordingly he felt he should talk to
Commander Rosendahl before conducting this interview, to be sure

_ that the Commander still desired it. I told him that was satisfactory.

Respectfully,

P. E. FOXWORTH.
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m ptateﬁ t‘xat acmrding to th Latsa%) preas d.ispatchei t.o-(
s of alurmipnum gmyortedly fron tn urg-bad been brought in

from some distance from the explosion. He believes this definitely points
tomds sabotzge. He stated that the preas indlcated the officlals :
gohxg to call in & metallurglst expert ai. he iz afraid that they -
........ dissolve the mets wnd $hereb® destroy 1t. He thinks that he might de

material a.ssisuance :Ln thj.p %ﬂad gpaught he uo.xld call it to our

. _nttention. - .
:.,‘;r.. . , -\- ) -\- i --..‘_"-o' < ‘-y

4 I told mhat we were not 1.1: the lnvestlgation mt the 1Jretsem‘l'. tile
- but he sta t he had written to Commander Rosenderf two days after the

accident and had offered his seryices but having not heard from Commander
Rosendorf, he thought it might be possible for us to comnunicate with the
Department of Comaerce concerning -his qualifitations. Ee referred to the
notice to the effect that the New York Bomd Spued has Leen called in on -

the case and he cguae hat &1l they usuall; do 1c to look around for a
gas plpe, I tolw thought he ought to get in touch directly witl
" the Department of Commerce but he insisted that he fell we aight communicat
with someone in the Commerce Department concerning his quelifications in =
matter of this kind as he is perfectly willing 4o go to Lakehurst and offer
‘his services in the matteBe 4 copy of this memorandum is being’ routea to
/jr. Tamn, ' . £ . y » )
ey - - o - - i e K ...
_"(‘\_a__lsg stated he was forwarding to you a sclentific paper whichlp °

e tize ago with respect to metals and explosives as he thought
this aight be of particular intersst to the personnel in the crize laboray
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Federal Burean of Investigation
Hnited States Depariment of Justice

936 Rsymond-Commerce Building,
Newark, New Jersey.

May 25, 19%7.

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, De C.
o
AIRSHIP RINDENBURG;
GOVERNMENT RESERVATION MATTER.

RE:

Pear Sirs

Shortly after the Hindenburg disaster, Roger Willlamsom,
Clerk of the Investigating Committee of the Senate Committee on
Air Commerce, headed by Senator Copeland, advised that there were
certain footprints leading on to the reservation at Lakehurst,
New Jersey, and Roger Williamson had come to the conclusion that
these footprints were made by some unkmown perty who entered the
resamtion, and according to a theory aedvanced by Rogor williamson,
possibly fired an incendiary bullst into the Hindaburg and thus
caused its disaster. Incidentally, there is nothing so far to
substantiate his ocontention or theory.

As & result of this report, on Sunday, May 9, 1937,
Specisl Agents in Charge W. S, Devereaux and R. E. Vetterli, at
Lakehurst, New Jersey, on the Government Reserwvation, photographed
footprints that were found and polnted out by Roger Williamson.
One small photograph togother with appropriate descriptive data

and propsr 1y oabered alp“.aus‘cis-" 1}', "“gethe.

with two enlarged photographs of each plcture taken, are submitted
herewith to the Bureau: 4 _.,I

’f“"""-'—‘-ﬂ

u.u_f_.l".l. i)

‘J..I.J.Lvu Ulw.l'ﬂ UU,
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Portions of actual footprints found near

gate, within the reservation at Lakehurst,

New Jersey, approximately three feet from

J-‘Ina ﬂ-nn-

RDOORDHD & INDEXED
- N -

4

e 4?/’%

b "L\.ii‘

Actual footprint inside sgm‘tion at TR

Lakehurst, New Jersey, mear felphYaf¥ygdte/
referred to in previous photographs. 1Is

sotual photograph of one of the footp
marked in white and shown:in phetegra

.
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»
fourteen feet inside reservation at Lakehurst,
New Jersey.

—P-

Photopgraph of one of the actual footprints
shown in photograph "0", Indicates person
was apparently wearing either rubbers or

s ah s mw -un‘-’lnn
WS LT RMWIE Wi @i el

-Q -

Photograph of one of the actusl footprints
shown in photograph "0", Indicates person
was apparently weering elther rubbers or
over-shoes or arctics.

These footprints were found in en area of within 14 inches
to a little over feet from the gate. No facllities were had

for making casts of these prints on Sunday, however, you will note
the photographs, in ocertain respects, are quite clear.

In addition, on the following dey, May 10, 1937, photo-
graphs were made by Special Agent in Charge R. E, Vetterli of the
road borderiang the reservation st Lekelurst and the gete over which
the urnknown parties climbed to permit their entrance into the res-

avrradian fha nhotosranhs sutmitted are as f'n'i‘r!-'fn
WL YR WwLALYRS Faey o r“ Uvﬁjﬂr{m AL Wikl WA W R AW e WEYT

-A-

Photograph of road and fence bordering
reservation at Lakehurst, New Jersey.
Reservation 1s on the right,

-B-

fontimation of road and fence bordering
reservation at lakehurst, New Jersey,
Reservation is on the left. Reflects same
road shown in "A", only in opposite direction.



e

S

W,

ls'"fr'_

o=

Additional photograph of fence mnd road
bordering reservation at Lakehurst, New
Jersey as reflected in photographs A" and
W“p", Also reflects gate in center of plcture
which permits entry to the reservation.

t

-D-

Portion of road and fence bordering reservation
at Lakehurst, New Jersey. Alasc more definite
picture of gate which permits entry to the
reservation as referred to in photograph “C".

R -

Close-up view of gate referred to in phote-
graphs “C" and "“p",

«F =

Photogreph of portion of gate menticned in

"E", also oontains picture of Bureau oar on road
which leads from the center of the reservation
to the gate exit mentioned in photographs %“c",
D" and "E™, In the distance are the mooring
masts, one of which wms to be used in mooring
the Hindenburg.

-G -

Bureau oar on reservation road which leads
to gete exit referred to irn photographs “C",
HDN md 'E“-

- g -

Photograph of portion of gate mentioned in
photographs "C", "D" and "E", also part of fence
over which unknown persons elimbed at this
point,

-I-
Photograph of portion of gate menticmed in
photographs "c", "D" and “E", also part of

fence over which unknown persons c¢limbed at
this point, '

—3-
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Portion of fence over which unkpown persons
olimbed, at point shown, to permit their
entry to the reservation at Lakehurst, New
Jersey. The two white spots were placed
to show location of footprints after

climbing fence,
-K-

Photograph taken inside the reservation at
Laxehurst, New Jersey, reflecting portioen of
fence and location of footprints near fence,
which latter are reflected by the two white

- e Oomrn Pandrmnednds asws aharues 2w nhada
-EU vo e D Sy &Uv\ryl il BRIV DSl1WVWNL L rllvvv'-

graph "7,
. .

A different picture of the same footprints
referred to in photogrsphs "J" and "E".

On Mey 10, 1937, Speciel Agent in Charge Vetterli,
accompanied by Special Agent (A) W. D. Fay, endeavored to make
casts of the prints within the irmediste area of the gate, how-
over, a heavy rain had cccurred and despite efforts to preserve
them, they were in such a state that it was impossible to make
proper casts, however, the photographs tsken are c¢lear and show,

in detail, practically anything that a cast would show.

On ¥onday, Mey 10, 1937, accompanied by Special Agent
(A) Fay, there were located, about 1100 feet from the gate shown
in the photographs above, other footprints made by the same
parties and Exhibit ®R", attached hereto, 4s a life-size photo-
graph of a cast made of one of the footprints found ebout 1100
feet from the gate in question. Photograph is also attached of a

life-size picture of s heelprint, which was located and from which

a cast was made. They are described as follows:
- R =
This iz a life-size photograph of a plaster of
paris cast made of a footprint on the reservation

at Lakehuret, New Jersey, The footprint was found
about eleven hundred feet from the gate shown in

-5 -
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photographs "D", “E" and "F", and on the road
which leads from the gate referred to above to
the center of the reservation.

The cast was made on May 10, 1937 at lakehurst,

Vaw Jawsav hv Snanial iv-'ni- in Charea R, E.

MU TWiGwy Wy Wpvvaws A T =S

Vetterli, assisted by Specin.l Agent (A) %. D.
Fay.

The cast is being reteined at the Newark Division
office.

The cast indicates the person was wearling either
rubbers or arctics.

-s-

This is a life-size photograph of a plaster of
paris cast made of a heelprint on the reservation
at Lekehurst, New Jersey. The Heelprint wss found
about eleven hundred feet from the gate shown in
photographs "D", "E" and "F", and on the roed
which leads from the gate referred to above to
the center of the reserwmtion.

The cast wag made on May 10, 1937 at lekehurst,
New Jersey, by Special Apgent in Charge R. E,
Vetterli, assisted by Special Agent (A) W. D. Fay.

The cast is being retained at the Newark Divielon
Office,

Phe cast indicates the person was wearing either
rubbers or arctics,

Two of each of the above photographs are being sulmitted
to the Bureau, The measurements of the actual footprint can be
more accurately made by the Bureau from the life-slze photograph of
the oast,

On this same date, May 10, 1937, it wes still reining,
however, casts were made of four footprints and one heselprint, all
of which are being retained at the Newark Division Office for possible
future refsrence,



You will note from the photographs, particularly photo-
graph *R",  that one of the individuals who entered the reservetion
was apparently wearing rubbers or galoshes and possibly the name
of the maker of the rubber or gelosh can be brought out by the
lsboratory from further study of the photograph and, 1f necessary,
the cest will be furnighed for this purpose in the event anything
definite develops towmrrant further investigation along this line.

The investigation ocutlined above was in mocordamce with
instruotions received from Inspector E. J. Comnnelley.

Yeory truly yours,

REV: ML
70-15
Enoo‘-wéf
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LN

Laboratory Report

Case: Re: Airship Hindenburg; Go¥ernment _ Nunmber: 62-42190=24
Recervation Matter.

Two large phoiographe and 1 small photograph of
Bpecimens: £2-48190-24 L& each of the following:

Ql Portions of ectuel footprints found neer
gate, within the reservetion at Iakeburst,
Ne Je, approxim=tely thres feet fram the
fence, Exhibit M,

- Q2 Actuel footprint incide reservetion at Lskehurst,

N. J., near fence and gate referred to in previous
photosrephses Is actuerl photogreph of ope of

Examination requested by: Newark (5/25/37)

csT10ON CCH AR
Date received: 5/27/37 MT 6 p.m. aTL T‘*l""ﬁ:b?i LS:;E‘;?D co~” 4 7’\)
. ,f""‘;-:’,:.‘? drs mi' -
Examination requested: Footprint Liiﬁﬁ,_ﬂ:f‘-—"f-""" "y o )/Ig
Result of examination: Examination by‘l
inmin the T00tprint s MmuTked 1In whilte and ShTwWn 1n photoprapih

"L." Ixhibit N,
- W% Photogreph of actunl footprints erproximetely
fourteen feet inside reservation st Lekehurst,
N. J« Exhidit O,
~ @4 Photogreph of one of the actuzl footprints shown
in pheotocreph "0," Indicetes persa wes
aprarently wearing elther rublers or over= /
ghces cr erctics, Exhibit P.
-~ Q5 Phetograpk of crne of the actual footprints
slown 1 photeogreph "0." Ixdicates perscon
wee apperently wearing either rubbers or over-
shces or erctics, Exhibit Q.
T Q6 Fuotegrerh of roed and fence bordering
> recerveticn at latehwwrst, No J. Reservatiacm
x 3 is o right. Exhibit 4.
=+ G7 Contirusticn of road end fente bordering
5 recerveticn at Lakehurst, N. J. Reservaticn

&
S . N - .. - e . s . e
13‘ L i1s on 1eTt, Hellects sare road staown In Ta,”™
o= only ic orpeosite directicn,.
Ry T Exkibit B,
PR .
q —|'.

N ey
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Additionel photogreph of fence and rcad btordering reservetion
at Lekehurst,'N. J., es reflected in photographs ™A™ and "B",
Also reflects gate in center of picture which permits entry to
the reservation, Exhibit C.

Portion of road and fence borderins reservation et Lakehurst,
N. J. 4ls¢c more definmite picture of gete which permits entry
to the reservetion as referred to in photogreph "ec.,® Exhibit D,
Close-up view of gate referred to in photogrephs ™" and "D."
Exkitit E.

Photograph of portion of gete mentioned in "E," glso containe
picture of Buresu car on road which lezds from the center of the

reservetion to the gate exit mentioned in phetogrophs "C," "D™ and “"m."

In the distance sre the mooring mests, one of which wes to be
used in mooring the Hindenburg. Exhibit F.

Burezu car on reservetion road which lesds to gate exlt referred
to in rhotographs "C,™ "D™ and "E.™ Exhitit G.

ExrEER }“ﬂ.un.cg.‘f&pa of portion of gate menticned in protogruphs
no," "D and "a,® also pert of fence over which unknown psrsons

climbed gt this point. Exhibit H.

4. Photogreph of portion of gate merticned in photogruphs "C,"

Q15

E

A
o

" and "E," elso pert of fence over which unkmown persons clinbed
at this point. Exnhbit I.

Porticn of fence over which unkrown persons climbel, et point
shown, to pernit their entr:,f to the reservetim at Lakeliurst,

New Jerzoy. The two white spots were placed to show locetien

~F ‘pt“f\+v\-rr\"+o Lol 13- e Paraa Twtdh 14+ T
Ul LW WpTILv e LIvcy CLINAUITNE I1€lCe, LXIIUIT e

Fhot ogreph taken incside the reservatim et Lekehurst, N. J,.,
reflecting portion of fence and locaticn of footp*i*.ts neay fence,
which letter are reflected ty the two white =zpots, BSame foot-
prints are shown in photcgraph "J." Exhitit K.

7 A different pleture of the seme footprints referred to in

photogrephs "J" and "E." Ex=bit L.

Tdsis a life-size photo

T} H st
ligl ile T O & p.asier ol parls cae

made of a footprirt on the reservetion &t Lakehuret, N .T

The footprint was found sbout eleven hundred feet frOm the
gate shown in photogrephs "D,™ "ET and "F,” and on the rosd
vhich lesds from the gute referred to sbove to the center of
the reservaticnp, Exhitit R.

Life-size photogreph of & plebter of paris cast made of & heel=-
print on the reservetlicn at Lakehurst, N. J.

/(,-
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Newark, New Jersey. Trewto s R
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S
Bes Airship Hindenburgs
, Goveroment Keservation Hstter,
all INFOHMATION COI'I%I\'ED
RN 19 UnyLASSIFIED & o
Dear Sirs Jaisasile W BrSfRLGYW
3 Referenss 13 made $0 your letter dated koy 25,
1937, ralative to the ebove-entitied cese covering the
transmittal of photographic specimens of qusstionsd foot~
prints found on the Govermment Reservation at Lakshurst,
fev Jersey. o Coeme o

An exasinsilon was mude of all footprint photo-
graphs submitted but no fdentification of the make of
footwear could be effected, The Bureau doss not maintain
a reference file of meterial of this nature and the possible
letters or figures appearing on the lifs size photograph of
s pluster of Prris cast eould not be clesrly deciphered. Im
this respect, however, it is suggested that the original
east be carsfully packed snd transaitted to the Buresu im’
order that a sors satisfactory exaxination may be made of the
numbered srea.

From the appesrance of ths photographs, 1t is
eoncluded that the footprints wers made by rubber footwear
puch re= rubbers or arciics,

The photographs submitted in the instunt case are
in tte Loboratory's flles. T

cfbhaﬁ ' - o
v © Yery truly yours, - .-
"= 41937 S
A7,
. John Edger Hoover,

J -v_-';“j.‘_;?L/ \\‘ Pirsctor.
\ v /--\ 4
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Re: Hinden\mrg "’

‘Iarpe of gas had been utilized.

sabotage theory.

L

UM FOR MR, TAMM

While ta.lking with Mr. Deversaux on 19, 1937.
stated he had receivad a requast from Commande
additionsl inveatigation in this case. Commander Ros mrorledUp.%q}L
Mr. Devereaux that he had talked with Captain Erns bmann

shortly after the accident at the hospital in Lakewood, Hew Jersey,
and at that time Lehmann had informed the Commander that hs, Lehmann,

and An ittemann had received a warning; the particulars of this

warning were not divulged to Commander Rosendahl by eithsr Captain

Lehmann or Ceptain Wittemann, but they had indicated they had received

a warning that something was going to happen in the stern of the

Hindenburg on her initlal trip to the United States in the spring of

this year, According to Commander Rosendahl, evidently both Captain.
Wittemann and Captain Lehmann, who is8 now deceased, had confided this
information concerning the warning to an appropriate representative

of the Germap Ambassador in the United States.
that Lehmann had made a definite statement to the effect he was of
the opinion that an "infernal machine™ had been the cause of the
accident, and that the accident would bave happened no matter what

== 8 __ 1" = =3 A W . _ —— Al d

Rosendahl suggesied Vo Deversaux Lhat 1V Would pe a good
idea for a representative of the Burean to interview Captain Wittemann
as he, Hogendahl, had been given to understand that all members of
the German crew would be ready and willing to cooperate with the
appropriate authority of the United States in comnection with the

1&.),. sa.:,_,._. JJ..,_. @W

sendahl for certain, . \

Rosendahl also stated

d

Add eV d T = armad

I told Mr. Devereaux that no action should be taken in
eonnection with Conmnder Rosendahl's suggestion ponding recaipt

;A—_a-‘ .t ,‘- .’-..";r— :-1‘ F“MAIE‘!LD
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REF. No, .
o DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
y BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE
R - WASHINGTON
Investigation Board
Naval Air Station
\\\\u Iakehurst. NQJ-
L May 26, 1937.
¥ -
) 'q

il

N Federal Bureau of Investigation
‘. Department of Justice
b / Washington, D. C.
P
~ Gentlemen:
§ )f:: The enclosed letters have been received by the
{ |
H = Department of Commerce Investigation Board in the course
| J —:?_ __) of its investigation of the Hindenburg digaster.
3 D e —
i 3 + Since the metters involved appsrently come un-
] N
Ef"\x der the jurisdiction of the Department of Justice, they
1 N
-+ - ¥ are forwarded to your Buresu for considerztion and such
- - el 1
? ﬁ‘d » o} action as may be deemed advisable.
a7 }
i T e &
STy Yours very i
w
1)
1 <= o e, Jr.,
I Chairmen.
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of tlie Findenburg.
Lalzehurst,li.Jd.
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+ OFFICE HEADQUANRTERS . B REPLY RIER TO
FIRST INSPECTION DISTRICT "
ROOSEVELT FIELD No. 1 rux
@ANRDEN GITY, LONG ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGCE
© MEW YORK
s AEROMNASFICS-BRANGH —

BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE
GARDEN ciTY Mey 22, 1637,

Major R. ¥W. Schroeder,
Bindenburg Investigation Board, .
U, S, Heval Air Station,
Lakehurset, N.J. ~
Dear Mr, Schroeder:
Enclosed 18 & copy of & letter received in this Office
from Mr, Stoffer.

This is forwerded for your informmetion.

Yory truly yours,

S."L. WILLITS,
Supervis ing Inspactor.
Encl.

e
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May 19, 1937.

-

Mr. Sanford Willitts,

Bureau of Air erce,

Dear Sendy:

On display in the window of

o

Ne
York City 1s = charred trisngular girder section which is labeled
as being part of the Hindenburg wreekage. It ig sbout ten inches
acrogs eech of the 3 sides and about t;o feet long end the ends show
thet a heck saw was used to cut it off.

On account of the Department’'s present control of the wreckage
and constant guard maintained from the erash period I thought this
information would be helpful in loceting the parties who took tke

wreckage part eway from Lakehurst before the investigation was com-

pleted.

(s) Charlie Stoffer

Bird in Hand Restaurant is name.

DESTROYED
UCT 16 1964



CLASS OF BERVICE DESIRED

DOMEETIE FORKION

TILLORAN -

@ostaz'nzegra;;b

NIGNT 11

BavLETTEN T = THE INTERNATIONAL SYST

NEGHT LETTER

Sris RADWOGAAM

“Commercial - ¥ - Ul Amierica TIME FiLED

BN Peren
e vl -

— e (‘abh‘a ) g, Cables

Send the following message, subsect to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to For
S | NEWYORKC § TY
20 MAY 1937
HINDENBURG DISASTER !"VEST!ATIO"

LAKEHURST N.J. -

H{NDENBURG DI SASTER FAR MORE COMPLICATED-DRESDEN STARTED INVES-
TIGATION WEEKS BEFORE DI SASTERTO AYOID A CUMEDY FLEASE MAKE NO POS-
ITIVE STATEMENT UNLESS ABSOLUTELY SURE+* MANY ITEMS MUST BE CLEARED BE-
FORE YOU CAN REPURT NU SABOTAGE: CONSEQUENTLY PRUVE TECHNICAL CAUSES T0
THE PUINT SINCE | AM UNDER AN AMERICAN LEGAL RESTRICTION TO REPORT THE
TRUTH | MUST INSIST UPON TRUE STATEMENTS OR RATHER STATE IMPOSSIBILITY
FINDING THE TRUE CAUSE HiNDENBURG SPECIAL LAW NOVEMBER 1936-1S KEEN Yo
SITUATION { EXPLAINED THAT TO CAPY LEHMANN WEEKS BEFORE LAW WAS FORMU=-
LATED-t DID NOT WALK TWO BLOCKS TO HIS FUNERAL SERVICES-PLEASE START
EORGANIZING SEVERAL CONDITIONS WITHIN THE ZEPPELIN FIRM-BE NEVER AGAIN
FLYING HINDENBURG NAME OVER LAKEHURST:NO DANGER OF THI!S CLASSIFICATION

bﬁﬁABREQB@NH&EB%NEERﬁEaé&LMAKE%RM';‘E\]YQ%S@EWYORK BALTIMORE: PLEASE REMEM-

DRESDEN DIENST BORNEMANN
RECD 0830-Fe 424 W, 46 ST

i
COPIES DESTROYED h '
80  wirie 1964
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POSTAL TELE

TRANSMITS AND DELIVERS THE WI

To guard zgainst mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it
REPEATED; that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For
this, one-half the unrepeated message rate is charced in addition. TTnless otherwise
indicated on its face, THIS IS AN UNREFEATLD MESSAGE AND PAID FOR
AS SUCH, in consideration whereol it is agreed between the sender of the message
and this Company as follows: 3

1, The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in the transmission or
detivery, or for non-delivery, of any message teceived for transmission at the UN-
REPEATED MESSAGE rate, whether caused by the ri(:f‘.igence of its servants
or otherwise, beyond the sum of FIVE HUNDRED DO ARS; por fer mistakes
or de'ays in the transmission or delivery, of Tor non-delivery of any message recoived
{or transmission at the REPEATED-MESSAGE rate, beyond the sum of FIV
THOUSAND DOLLARS; nor for raistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery,
or for non-delivery, of any message roceived for transmission at the SPECIALLY
VALUED MESSAGE rate, beyond the sum ai which such message shall be valued,
in writing, by the sender thereof when tendered for transmission and for which pay-
ment is made or agreed to be made of the amount of the repeated-message rate and
an additional charge equal to ane-tenth ef one per cent of the amount by which such
ritten valuation snall exceed five thousand dollars; nor in any case for delays arising
{rom unavoidable interruption in the working of its lines, or for errers in cipher or
obsacure messages.

> The Compatly is hereby
forward this messpge over the
of communication Wwhen necessiry

made the agent of the sender, without liakility, to
lines of any other company or by any other rmeans
to reach its desiinatich.

GRAPH-CABLE C

THIN MESSAGE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

OMPANY

wile micssnzue wil be dolivered froe Wi
one-half mile of the Company’s office in towns of 5,000 population or less, and with
one mile of such office in other cities or towns, Beyond thene limits the Comp
does not undertake to make delivery, but will, without lLghility, at the sender’s requ
as his agent and z¢ his expense, endeavor to contract for him for ruch delivery at
reasonable price.

4. No responsibility attaches to this Company concerning rmersages until the sam|
are accepted at one if jta trznsmitiing offices; and if 2 message is sent to such offi @
by one of the Company's TROSSELEETS, e nots for that purpose as the agent of the sends:

5., The Company shall not te lHable for damages or statutory penalties in any ea:
where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty deys alter the lTessage is filed
with the Company for transmission.

6. It is agreed that prompt ard eorrect transmission and delivery of thism
be presumed in any action for recovery of tolls thereto; sukject, bowever,
by cormpetent evidence.

T. Special terms governin
moessages enumerated below s
in addition to all foregoing terrms.

g, NO EMPLOYEE OF THIS COMPANY IS rAUTHORIZED TO VARY
THE FOREGOING.

POSTAL TELEGRAFPH-CAGLE COMPANY

CLARENCE H. MACKAY, CHAIRMAN OF THE Baarp
A. H. GRISWOLD, Exzcurive VicE-PRESIGENT

2. Domestic messages and incoming

wjage shs
td rebutt

the transmission of rnc:-:shges under the classes
all apply to messages i1 aach of such respective classe

CLASSES O
DOMESTIC MESSAGES o
FAST TELEGRAMS. A full-rate expedited service. o
DAY LETTERS. A deferred day service at rates lower than the fast telegram rate.
One and one-half times the Night Letter rate for the transmission of 50 words of
less, and one-filth of the initial rate for each additlonal 10 words or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO DAY LETTERS. In further consideration of the re-
duced rate for this special “Day Letter” service, the [ollowing special terms in addition
to those enumers above are yereby agreed to: }
(a) Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as a deferred servica
and the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter is, in all respects, subordinate
to the priority of transmission and delivery of full rate telegrams.

This Day Letter is received subject to the express understanding and agree-
fnent that the Company does not undertake that a Day Letter shall be delivered
on the day of its date absolutely and at all events; but that the Company's obligation
in this respect is sabject 1o tha condition that there shull remain sufficient tirce fer
the trensmission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date.during regular
office houts, subject to the priority of tha trangmission of fuill rate telegrama under the
conditions named sbave.

NIGHT MESSAGES. Accepted up to 2.00 a. m. at reduced rates to be sent during
the night and delivered not earlier than the morning of the enauing business day.
Night messages may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at desiination
to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed ta have Aiacharged its obligation
in such eases with respect to delivery by mailing such Night Messagea at destir.ation,
postage prepaid. '
NIGHT LETTERS. Aceepted up to
business day, at rates atill lower
tolegraa rate tar 10 words shall be chn:ged tor th
ana one-$ith of such rate tor 10 words shall be el

.00 &. . for dellvery on the mornin of the ensuing
than night message rates, aa follows: The fast
nsmission of 60 words or lass,
for sach additional 10 words

F SERVICE .
SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT {ETTERS. In further eonsideration of t!
reduced rate for this special “Night Tetter” service, the following special terms .
addition to those enumerated above are hereby agreed to: -

(a) Night Letters may at the option of the Telsgraph Company be Thailed

destination to the addressees, and the Compeny ehall be deermed to have discharg
its obligation in cuch cases with respect ta delivery by mmiling such Night Letre
at destination, postage prepaid.

CABLE MESSAGES

FULL RATE MESSAGES receive regular and prompt service in
Code language permitted.

their order of filir

. !! !

DEFERRED RATE MESSAGES at one-half of the full rate to follow tull rate messar
Must be in plain language of country of origin, of of distination, or in Fr'enr'h. P
particulars na to eountries whera this ¢lnm of servica is affective will ba { up
epplication to any Postal Telegraph offica. .

MIGHT CABLE LETTERS at reduced rates, Must e in plein language of country

arigin, or of desiination, or in French where transmitte by telegraph to destinatic
Subordinated to the priority of transmission of full and deferred rate messages. M
be posted, when sender 0 directs, to countries where this service is not_avallab!e,
tarifla to countries from which such mesugea are posted. Under latter circumstar.”
tnessages must contain complete mailing & dress including chargeable pe :
tions (i. ., “Poat Tondon,' etey. Minimeum wo-A haais of twenty 1o 1wenis
spplied. Code addresses ‘2og be used ercept for messages delivered by p
explained by text admit’ teator “NLT" required nnd charged for a3 cue
Tor further particulars at any Poatal Telegraph office,

or leaa.

NQ EMP

P OF THIS COMPANY 15 AUTHORIZED TO VA

¥ I1E FOREGOING.

MR |

"y




1st Endorsement MNAD, Fort Mifflin, Pa. 17 Mey 1937 Ty

From: Senior Member, Board of Investiga- .
tion into HINDENBURG Disester. . o
To: Senior Member, Department of Com-

merce Board of Investigation in-
to HEINDENBURG Disaster,

U.S. Neval air Station,
Lakehurst, N. J.

Via: Commanding Officer,
Neval Lir Station, Lakehnrat, K.J.
Sub jects Papers pertaining to HINDENBURG '
disester
1. Forwarded, for information.

s T s

GORDON W. HAINES.

U

_-.-—_——__...__-—-»—_.—.-——-——..-——q.—-n

4
; 21d Endorsenent
* NA4/LZ-129(10) U. S. IAVAL AIR STATION 18 May 1937.
1 LAXEHUR3T, N. J.
-3
; From: The Commanding OfTicer,
To: Senior Member, Department of Commerce
Eozrd of Investigation 1into HI..DELBURG
Disaster,
s U. 8. Keval Alr Statlon,
‘ Lakehurst, N. J.
1. Forwarded. /

J. L. Kenvorthy, Jy.
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: \1; . : - 38 yard Street.

’;E- : New Brunswick,!l.dv =

lay 12th,1637,.

Investigation 1l
of the " Hindenburg".
Lakehurst,n.dJd.

.. RN I B .
To whom it may concern. R 'O SRR R
LDegr Sir:
As an eyewitness of the terrible "Hindenburg" diséster and as anpmerican

resident of germazn descend do I have rmeh interest of solving the horrikt
accident or at least to know what caused the tragedy of the ship.
I hed been at the hangar short after 6 F,M. D.S5.7. vhile it was still
aining. About 7 r.i.. the "Findenburg" was visible thru rain eclouds
corning Irom the west tovards the hangar and turned left towards the
northern part of the landingfield vhere it made another turn towards
the mocring mast.It siso r»elessed ces over the woolr.ss 1t cane close
to the mast the motors were awiul loud, but I never thought, that there
could be something vrong as this was my first adventure of wutching the
Dincuenburg's landing.s few seconds later I noticed the landing ropes
coming dorm from the nose of the ship one at a time.Shortly aiter that

I alcovereu ax & flawme at the tail of the thip and a few seconds later

LR R e —————— e e

again 1 heg ra the firct exrlosion which was followed by two or three more

hecording to thet I elwers wae the oninion that It rmust have been &n insl
job as I didn'E rotice any bullets hitting the =ship either.

But the main reason I'm vwriting these lires is the folleowing @
Before the ship was in si~*+t ¢ vovrg 1z2dy, I judge her between

o

25

mn
jor
W]
8]
ot
l
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o
=
o
b

an envelore.fne vouns mean wae wes oel

e trelUir Tartoo oM ool tier Tor wnet she it wented,fs e cicntt

e

COPIES DESTROY‘Eﬁe any.ter reply was thet she wont to cend & “.ooserc to ner

30
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she coulantt wait. If che haao
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- . - .

& brother on the ship, I presume he was & member of the crew as she

was of german descend.

I don't want to say, that she or he has something to do with the
catastrophe, but one can never tell, as there are many poscibilties
especially if you come to the conclusion that it was an inside job.

Uours truly

Conll
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ncal Eyewmiess‘Te i
Horror of Hindenburg Crash

" Thiee New Brungwlck residents
were eyewitnesses of the Hinden-
burg disaster at Lakehurst the day
beforg yesterday. §They are Mrs
Hargaret Ballinger of 28 Maple
street, Miss Helen Riley of 302
Townsend street and Carl Ariner
of 38 Bayard street, Mrs. Sallin-
#er's companions on a pleasure
trip to watch the mooring of the
Bhuge air liner. .
. “You'll never forget it; you can't
forget it—but it seems to be like a
dream; it doesn’t seem possible,”
#rid Mrs. SBallinger last night in
describing her experience.

1t -was the greatest thrill of her
Jife, ghe said, to stand by the fence
that keeps apectators back and
watch the long silvery cky liner
pome down to earth,

“But the explosion was not a
thrill,” ghe said. “It was a shock
“At first a sheet of flame shot like
fArewerks from the tall. We thought
was some sort of a signal”
Ang then

Mrs, Ballinger went on.
came . the frst explosion.
8peciators @Stunned
“ The deafening roAr, much lgud-
#r than the Joudest ﬂrewor
vooted the spectators, stunned
thelr tracks. A moment later t.he
second hlast sent a sheet of flame
tearimg through the shining hull,
the casing meeming to fly off all
at once, and pandemonium broke
loose.

Everyone on the sajdelines was

running and sereaming hystarically
unning &nq sclealling nysierically.

“We thought the end had come,”
whe said. I grabbed Helen's
\rm and she grabbed mine, I
uess, and we just ran”

But soon the panic was over.
ome of the women wers still
rsterical, but the crowd -was

.rning to watch the end of the
eppenn, not themselves, .

“We-saw one old woman stand-
ing there, Bhe was being held up.
1 imagine it was by her sons.
Bhe was crying.”
said. ‘Men were standing there
dazed, Two girls were running.

“Miss Riley was hysterical, and
while T was more calm on the out-
side, inside I felt pretty terrible.
I was shaking. My legs were so
weak that I eould herdly moeve.
The chap we were with felt pretty
bad. He was aa pale a3 a ghoat”

Mr, Artner is of German aiock
and has taken the experience
harder than his two companions.
He had led the parfy to see the
pride of the Fatherland complate
it first 1837 trip to the United
Btates, after having seen it leave
on its last trip in 1836,

“Everything was in confusion
for about five minutes” Mrs. Sal-
linger went on, “Everyone was
running back and forth and then
of course the field ambulances and
fire trucks and the plane passenger
cars went right in.

“We saw a man being led from
the wreck. His hair was all gone
-except a little knot right on the
top of his head, and his coat was
ripped from his back and hie
trousers were forn and he was all
burned. He secmed dazed, not
uttering a sound. His eyes were
staring straight ehead.

“Two guards led him within 15
feet of the mpectatora so we could

Ban  iwa Mhay: wara laabinme faw
ST 1N LAY Woie 1DORINE 0T

someone who knew him and coyld
help him. They asked the people
if anyone recognized him.

“We saw & man in an ambuy-
lance, His face and head were
all red and we could sse all the
blood and all his clothes seemed
to be byrned. Two internes or
gukrds were holding him up.”

Mra. Ballinger'®

el TOTE
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REFGRMED
‘23" 8, Setond Ave.
-Kev, James B, Mulder. :
3400 . early service of wor-
[ slup ‘rmon. “The Untrown-
ed Quee
1600 2. m, Ehurch school.
11;00 a. m.. children's church ser-
-¥ics .0of worship. Willis Zenk
speaka
11:00 ‘a. -m, morning service of

worship, Bermon, “The Ube
crowned Queen.” N
2:30 p. m, Intermedlate C. -E.

Mother's Day program.
7:00 p, m, yYoung people’s service.
8:00 p.-m., rehearsal of the youn:
people # choir. R

Announcementu :

Wednesday, m., meetlnr of
Communny hens Club. This will
i he ladies’ n[tht and the monthly
busineas meetin
|~ Thursdey, 62nd anniversary meet-
ing of Board of Foreign Migsions in
Woodcliff Community Church, Wood-
cliff, N. J. Besslons at 10:30 a. m. and’
2:00 p. m.

-Friday, 8 p. m., *“The Bean Town
Choir,” = thres act comedy by the
aduit choir,

Saturday. 10 a. m., junior and jun-
ior high choir rehelrul

Franklin Park

!IX MILE RUN REFORMED
Rev. Charles J. Scudder.

930 a. m. Sunday school, Bible

classes and communicants’

. class with the pastor.
10:30 a. m., . divine Jiouhip. ur-
mon. -7 . _, oy
Announcements: ,“, - ‘1
Wednesday, 2 30 ¥ m met-‘
the Junior C Bociety,
Thursday, 10 30 ‘m., 'Wood:.nﬂ
N. J. The anniversary meetinﬁ
B’ the Woman's Boa.rd o! Fore[ln ig-

sions.
‘Berdine's Comer
BERDINE'S CORNER CHA@L

Berdine's Corner, North Brunswick
Rev. Emmett B, Waite.

10:30 . m., Mother’'s Day service.
Dr. Henry Scudder, former
-missionary "to  India  wlill
speak. | R

Announcements

Monday, & P. m Sunday school

board.
I Wednesday, 7:15 m., young

people's roller skating party: 8 p.

{n meeting of the board of trus-
eel

——y

G f'

m“:’; £ A T
W‘l.r. - DS muhﬂ-?“

-Pucntaway

a2 3 .
TN, JAMES EP!IGD‘PA.L P
Woodbridge Ave, - -7

?ov W. X, PHllips. - ~ %
45" a, 'm., Holy Communion. - ;;

!130 a. m., church school. -
140 8. m., morning prayer. Ber-

mon subject,
1 of Jesus Christ” W
Announcements; - '; -

ondu' 2 20 -
iﬂ!_ O i m., dlsl{i"t meet
hurndny, 1:30 p. m., chnh- ‘rehear-

-; . ——

- New Durbam
TNION CHAYEL
ﬁe\ Donald N. Corresl

40:00 a. m., Bundsy schesl. -

41:80 &, m., Holy Cémmunion with
the Rev, John E. Slater, pro-

3 fesgor of Ricomfield College

anﬁ Beminaty in charge ERoll

ca

80 p. M., evening service. Guast
T Thenker. Rev. Fdear (7. DeBolt
: of Dunelien. . "_,,. -
’An.nounrtments RN

”“‘:dnud.y.-l pfu. ‘Nu er dervice

Mapal
ufgds;, £ :p.-m cholr, pracjice

;.}-the chapel. rf.l.’" h :
. Btelton B

T
Rtv w:ltar Swatneld
. 10:00 a.' m., Sundey school with a
clasy for &veryons.
., 11:00 a, m., special Mother's Day
service, Sermon by Rev, Wal-
er J. Swaffield. Topic, “The
otherhood of God.”
© 7:30 p. m., a Mother's Day service
at the Baptist Chapsl on
Woodbridge Ave., Piscataway,
,with Herman D. Sorg. lead-
‘ing.
Announccmantl
Tuesday., 8§ p. m.,anpual ¢
meeting in tLhe church recr
roome. Repnrtx from gll ¢rg
tions, nomination .and elect]
officers for the ensuing year
Friday, 7:30 p. m., the Cr
wiil hold a rally. Motion

Tliurudly, ¢ p. m., lunior choir.

of India and Japan will be

!ﬂ"‘ !

Jonine Sholr’
l. 31‘5 P ‘I,. mlﬁ"“t ‘l;.l{
3" ldu. 1:40 ’? “Boy" lnouts-*
Dietin‘ ,'l’. U. bﬂluou

“The uconslon' ’

[T,
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PHILADELPHIA, PA. o7
13 May 1937/ "

> RP30.. . NAVY YARD T

e

reosanoow po CEPEEIND G W. Haines, USN.

I am enclosing & letter Captain kartin
received from a man with whom he talked at
Lakehurst the night of the crash.

Captain Martin thought that perhaps
there might be some information in it of
use to you.

Respectfully, ///

R, L. Hicks

Phila. Na. Td—G-310--166—12-7-86
Comd*t. Form No. 2—6,000
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Latter date: My 22, 1527 to Bajor R.
Le ¥illits, to whioh is atiached ooy
19, 1927, to ¥r, Sinfard
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Gopy of Postal telecram dated iay 29,
Hindenburg Yisaater Investig>
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Tom Fuguu, adiressel 10 Coun .nder Tos
tue enclosing snvelope;
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Comzittes Of the Hinden' urg, from Carl Artner; de whick 1s m.\ -
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== Jue 3, 1937.

' ﬂuih 1: a ‘u.‘cmd a Jotter dated Bay 9, 1937 mdﬂ. ud

'n.u- Ga,:nin Wurvia® fron Belscn :aq. | - e

‘ It. h da::lrod thsst you oonault Cens.hr Romdnhl ngu'dl.n( iheu
" warious letters and asccrt.ain what hquirics, it c.w, he doame mads :n S

S %‘,z:'-‘;' R
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

. DIREGTOR . . . -
. Federal Burean of Jnuestigation A
Hnited $tates Bepartment of Iustice ' S
$Mashington, B. €. 4 :
EAT:RP May 25, 1937 }

¥
N

MEMORANDUM FOR_THE DIRECTOR

\ - '/ I do not believe the Bureau should take any action

towards endeevoring to have the Deperiment of'Commerce reguest

D
CL/ the assistance odﬂ connection with the Hindenburg

:ﬂ\

Ex y
ad investigation, and unless you advise to the contrary no action
will be taken along these lines.
Respectfully,
¢ E. 4. Tamn,
ﬁ.‘.:_ _"“-\:' K“ :r- J Hn" FAT’Y}m
'x'..-rb? B -”p‘"':’v- “-Lo ILD E*
i Cq- :L-'&J’ SLPLAS L~
oo b
4 P.“‘:’[ R ! - 3
| S Li- Y /9 27 |
f.: INDoRT Frifbrds BLpsnt &0 ippinni ﬁﬂiuh '
PAY 2-;*- (03774,
U—e? LorRRTWEATRY }!J\"'f’
\?J
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Federal Burean of Investigation
Wnited States Bepartment of Justice
607 U. S. Court House

Foley Square
New IDI‘k, Nn I.

TJD:MI,
REGISTERED
May 28, 1937.
Direector,

Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:-

The enclosed anonymous communication stating that the
destruction of the dirigible‘"Hindenburg" was caused by a bomb placed
by Captain\Lehman“of that vessel was received at this Division today.

T am not familiar with the extent of the Bureau's
participetion in the investigation belng held to determine the cause
of the destruction of the "Hindenburg" but in view of the possibility
that this anonymous communication might be of value, I am forwarding
it for the purpose of examinstion for latent prints, if this is deemed

desirable.

In opening the mail, this letter has been handled by
Miss Pauline Shoobs, stenographer in this Division, and by Assistant
Special Agent in Charge T. J. Donegan. There is a remote possibility
that this anonymous communication was forwarded by one of the members
of the crew, and it might be deemed advisasble to compsre any latent
prints found thereon with the fingerprints of the survivors.

A copy of this communication 1s being forwarded to

§ the Newerk Divislon.
‘ :3 AT Trt{..{}”T * Cu:¢¢rIVHD Very truly yours,
A R ReSTELED .
g ,‘g r;: p'u; 7-1- -3 "g 5QLM we [ Y -—-'J\.) "QW:[ t 244
g §§~:§ R. VHITLEY, ~
- Special Agent in 2 s
3 17 0- 2%
o E) Encls, - 2 RE("ORDED , "_ __m “""f‘“
8 , , SR
2; cc - Nevark (with enclosure) TN+ VED. 1 hﬂAY ‘\9 337 g
¥ t o
i g 1ROk _ / . ; té%jQCR. o i
& L / e N ? ) e e
.(D AN L,‘_,(-f H cb [P
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"f' The Hindenburg was destroyed by Y clock work @%me firo bomb. This
) § 54 *

k#

'was all planned weekﬁ'before. The gurgose to Sbtain helium. It

was not intentioned to destroy passengeru by it but because of 2 houra o

delay to make mooring plan was upset. Had mooring been on right

time all but 5 or 4 of crew also al; passengera away and maybe T‘“;.:
no lives lost at all. Lehman placed bomb at 4. 30 - 5 o'clock PM Time
to go about 7 P.M. No other on ship knew of bomb or - the plan. t;;'l
Egkner did, He had got Berlin O.K. Some of aft flamea showed -

color chemical used, Perhaps metal near'stern now will ohow different
heat flame marks where Lehman set bomb, not sure but worth looking for.
Eekner said he would have helium sure, said this last Feb.

Dont let him. CoeL "

‘G.' A ‘a 5 ’.n.‘

[
o e a-‘."‘ :

LEIF0 -2 &
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' "/ Federal Bureau of Investigation 3 .

Date é// 19037
/4

FROM: Technical Laboratory
TO: Single Fingerprint Bection
Case Number: ﬁ%?/?ﬁ’

&
No latent fingerprints developed

iodine prints developed on

Silver nitrate prints on

Identiscope negatives attached hereto.

REMARKS :

3ot IT oA,

i Withelos

AU

Xaminer.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 17044
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 4041

Laboratory Report

Case: 'Ajrship Hindent 3 Ngmber: 63"4_3190‘28
Government Re‘"mti.cn Matter, ‘___’____________

Specimens: 63-48190-28 Q20 Handprinted letter beginning®THE RINDEXBURG WASwwx®,
Q1 Envelope postmarked New York, M. Y. Sta F2 May 2€, 1937
12:320 A,

Examination requested bY: g.o Iark

Date received: 6-1-37 f££t 10 mm ( 6-1-37 1-2:0}0011 chp)

Examination requested: pocument-Fingerprint w0

Result of examination: - Examination by:
ce-Newark

EXPEDITE

Yo, QaFEm s

LT | \\\‘\\



Dear Sir: I —_— e T !

!!ew!urk,lu!m-k. J

-;_a — \M}“ QH\T“S 513\\%

Spec’ial Agent 1n"Charge, w

Ret Araidp Hindemburgy - . . .

b . - - ™ T

17044

With reference to Laboratory Report # ** in connection with the
above entitled case, there are transmitied herewith photographic copies of 3he

following specimens which your office submltted :or examlnaupn. : 5
e S v S 8 g

- —q-rh‘1
Y ATT I‘.ﬁ ‘-.}‘Jr = :
‘L 1
j | gl -2V

Very truly yours,

v
P ATt
BELS ! et

‘ Lt
‘/' ﬂ.ﬂ:n: GEPME ey gt W

John Edgar Hoover, |
Directer. f\(\

Enclosure #015500
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i slso stated thet -eoordlng tg\the latest press dispatches two frog-
ments of aluminum purportedly from the Bipdenhurg had been brought in from
some distance from the explosion, He believes this definitely polnts towards

S sabotage, He atated that the press indicated the officilals were going te \

e ocall in a metellurgist expert and he is afraid that they will diuoln the

:.’::% metal and theredy destroy it., Hs thinks thet he might be of material assist-

" snoe in this watter and thought ho would eall 1t ¢o our att-ation.

rI told t wo ware pot in the inve at.ion at the prount time

~ ‘but be t be had written to CommanderXRosendorf two days after the |
1 "sgeident and had offered his services but Bavin} not heard from Commander i
" Rossndorf, he thought it might be pessible for us to communicate with the i
Department of Commerce oconcerning his qualifications., Ne referred to the N

notice to the effeet that the Bew York Bomb Squad has been ocalled in on the
_oase and he oo that all they usually do 1s to look sround for s gas |
pipe. I %0ld T thought he ought to get in touch directly with the
_~ - Department of but he insisted that he falt we might communicate with

- someone in the Commeroe Depertment oonoerning his qualifieations in a matter |
. “‘ or this kind as he is porfootly willing to g0 to Lakehurst #nd offer his ser-

‘__- Ao AL _ o _xa_ A AL a _

6eé ip ihe matter. i S0py OI This mm‘l- is D.J.ng routed to fir, Tamn, {'

il

v T mho stated he was tomrding to you & sclentific peper which he
) e tize ago with respect to metals and axplosives as he thoucht
this might be of particular interest to the personnel in the orime laboratory.

\"“;M\K w94/ 5 fC =27
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Details: Y y . N
v 4 A
~ y
came in.’ Operator 51 at Baltimore will complete \
the eall. He would not epesk to &n aselstent.
- J’ ¢ F
p
& recently ¢ E
~ A 8 services in connection with eny % I
in 'stigatiop that the Buresm was conducting in . . : :
connectionjvi'th the Hindenberg disaster, he was - . 5
informed by Mr. Quinn et that time that the PBuresu =
-7 was bon/d’uctlng no investigation in the case, o~
I
_ ebs
“Memo Dig; 5/21/57 T,
'P‘:lem .geXl him tell him M. Hoover out of
town yrj.nd if anything ¥r. Yoleon ocan do. _ .
4::; /E : ' .
” : - s emi et vt e oo e e
g MBBW
7y éz yi’/‘?o -25
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'copy !', !; - K
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Office of the Director ) '
Federal Bureau of Imvestigatien St
United States Department of Justice - 5
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JOHN EDGAR HOCVER ' /
DIRECTOR >

-

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Hnited States Deparfment of Justice
Washington, B. C.

FIC: AT June 2, 1927.

B62-481%0

LIUCRATOUL. FOR 1R, NaTHAN ?

Q
Re: | alrship Hindenburg;
Government Reservation Meatter.

r, R. G. Kichels of the Board of Inguiry,

[{. Commerece Depertuent, called at my office this moming end
subnitted as evidence in the ebove-entitled case two
pleces of dural fournd same 4,000 feet from the wreckuze.

é \ It ves requested thaet the lubcrstory ascertein, if possible,

; if the czuee of the pieces beirg blown through the alr
' for suck e @istence be due to an explosion or concussion
/ﬁ otter then by hydrogen ges. A formal letter requesting tkhe
exainetion is being subisitted. Specisl photogrephic
cbiest chots are to be male especlally ol both ends of
Lxhitit #52.

There werealso subaitted & photogreph and
necetive teken by one Ir. S. By Smith of Delhi, New York,
for a pheterephic exarinction to determire 412 the two spots
eppearing thereon ere due to flaws in the negetive or In the
printing of the seme or to any other possible substance.

iltkough it was stated that there is mo cause for
expe Clting the exatinaticn, Mr. Kichols asked thet be be
informed by telephone District 2200, Breanck 649, in order
that he might personelly call for the eviderce. e stated

tesy

tret he very much appreclated the assictence and courtesy

rendam €, and I wesur.ol Lim of the Bwoewa's dczlire to coop erate
3 o ocoop

in matters of this kind. ; éoﬁ - e e

naORDED & \WDEXED
Rempectfully,

t
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° JOHN ERGAR HOOVER {
DIRECTOR
Federal Burean of Inuestigation
Hnited Hlates Department of Justice
HMashinnton, B. C.
EPC:0ON
June 2, 1937, ]
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, NATHANS
Re: Reguest of Mr. NKicheols of
the Bureau of Air Commerce = [-—momoee
for laboratory examination.
/é y Mr. Nichols of the Bureau of Air Commerce of the

Department of Commerce phoned, and asked 1f he could bring

over certain exhibits in théGindenburg Case for laboratory

examination. He wanted to bring the exhibits over personally
b and I told him that this would be all right but I suggested
) that he direct & letter to the Bureau making & formasl request
g for the examinastion in order that it might properly be of

record.
~- Respectfully,
3 el L

E. P. Coffey

g o

b o RIS %
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE .

DIRECTOR OF AIR COMMERCE
‘ WASHINGTON

June 2, 1937

-— Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bursau of Investigation

Department of Justice
Waghi no’l‘.gni D. C.

e AL sapy ¥

tained in Laborsor

L

Dear Sirs

The Board of Inquiry convened by order of
Secretary Roper to inquire imto the circumstances
G attending the destruction of the@airehipPHindenberg"
at Lakehurst on May 6 has procured iwo pieces of dural
which were found some 4,000 feet from the wreckage.

It bas been suggested that there is a probability
thet some explosion or concussion other than hydrogen gas
may have caused thess pieces to be blown through the air
for such a distance.

Copy and Gpecimend ‘

he,

It is requested that your laboratory make a thorough
investigetion and examination of exhibits No. 52 and 53 for
evidence of chemical content or traces of explosive matter
which may or may mot be presemt.

A etatemsnt from your laboratory ms to your findings
will be of considerable value to the Board of Inquiry.

Cordially yours,

Qu(ﬁ- 2.9, A
Fied B. Fagg,f?r".
Direchkor

L bt L PN R TP I VAL |
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Y ‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF mvzs'rmumn # 17044
v . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE |
Laboratory Report
Jume 3, 1937

e .. Case Adrship Hndenburg}
AR O TN N Omrmnt hurrntin htm

Bpecmens E P ¥ :
T L - QR0e ° Mp'intedutcr be
T Q7. Emulope postmaried ®lew York. New !ﬂ!‘k

= e—— Son SF g S a8l

el T w 33, 1937, ]2:30 P.l."

i = 10

REGORDED wa% £ CF INVESTIGATIO

A M,

Txamination requested bY: . . jiew York - - - : ] ! |
. . " . A . - - '-, - 71‘7 q[_ 'Ur‘-’:‘ﬁg

‘\' i d: A 4! . X . ‘
v Date receive - *-1-)7 - :
- Examination requested: ‘ W MW s 0 ) ,_l @ o
R ' o a.mmation by
Result of examination: - o _; o \Or\v Ex -

The handprinting on the instant anonymous letter has been compured with
the handprinted section of the anonyeous letter file maintained in the labora~

o tory but no identification was effected. A photographic copy of this letter
R will be placed in that file for future eomparisen purposes and inthe event

- i Y L omm B - P P
an jdentification is sffescied ;mh" offics will bs “‘“ifﬁ.‘-"‘u.

Ny . \ - *--.,“ -

K Thlr specimon dekignated ap Q0 is a sheet of plai.n !hito onion sidn paper
ot measuring appoximtsly 11x84* and sonteining the watermsrk *FICILITY ONION
PR SKIN Rsleeck Mamufacturing Company®, The address of this company is Turrers -
s Falls, Massachusetis. The snvelope desigmted as Q2] 4is plain white,
; has a smocth finish, measurss approximately 643 7 and contains ne
watarmark.

Tha med 4nat =-4A.n_n= was trastad far tha dewvelorment aof nt Hncere

ARE W A LS. ¥ A L. AR Wl WSS WWAE R WA ST EW  Wvwr ¥ oW s piwenw 5 —— AL S S

prints tut nons of va dn'olopod.' _

Y ?hctomphic co-*in of the ovidtnco lubmittod will be fomrdod to your
© office w*thin the na:xt peveral dlylc L f s rF y

THE (RIQINAL EWDKNCB I5 BE’.I*G RETAINED IN THE mmroﬂr FOR USE IN ANY
SUBSI.LNT EZANIN~-TIONS WHICK YAY BE DEZSIRED., SHCULD YOUR OFFICE BESTRE THIS
O-YSTHAL EVIDENCI TOR USE IN AKY SUBSESUERT PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAY DEVELIP THE
B TAY LetILD RS NUTTIFIS. TN AVPLE TIMD TC PERMIT TRANSKYTTAL.

l1-Bureau

2=ligw York o
L-:‘ S I -3 :; : :.:J p!
1~-latoratory P ';,..,. L

e awh ispibas
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June 3, 1937
" RROORDED 62~48190 3 3 DL, DPT A

Cuh ;ew!ork, New!ark. % S t, S }. g o PP Se
| e Rot Alrship Hindsrburgs A --

o T ", Oovernmert Reservaticn m.m.

\1 ! Dear Bir: N ;T TN T T T e )
I ¥ S L 8 . 1
Al . . . -
There is transmitted herewith the laboratory report
covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office

in connection with the above entitled matter and received 1n h
the Bureau  gune 1, 1937.

very truly yours,

. o NINED . Jghn gdgar Hooyer, ‘
L mropN Coon e L Director. - _ o
ARY: T .
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' Chemiecl .xaninatiun' ot i.huo p!.ccoa of -m ﬂlsclmu!

no widcma of mitrute, Further examination wo3 conducted for
of altrites, shich wuder oartein conditions is the

ths
doeo-poniti.ua product of ui.tnm, wut ths latter ml.tnnt.i_on _
R n.ho umm iﬁid-falf. :
" /i k ;A npaut.o mort uﬁ. | onb-ltt.ed ecnrhz the m&u-
e tioa of the photogrepbs. | Y :
- V2R A

Wefier : Ia accordance with your nqnut “the crzdm i \ni.-c

Co- tc!.n-d im the Labaratory. ,
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Federal Burean of Inuvestigation )

Wnited Htates Bepartment of Justice

936 Raymond-Commerce Building
Fewark, New Jersey

June 10, 1957.

L’ Director,
B Federal Bureau of Investigation, .
Weshington, D. C. p

]

ATTENTION: TECHNICAL LABORATORY

_, Re: AIRSHIP
/ GOVERNUENT RESERVATION MATTER.

Dear Sir;

With reference to the request set out in your
letter of Jume li, 1937 there is being transmitted under
separate oover/the originel oast of the footprint pre-
viously submitted to the Bureau in life size photograph.

An examination of the original cast may be
of assistance in deciphering the numbered area referred
to.

Very truly yours,

W k. Brcreacey.

W. S. DEVEREAX, F1M-
LFM:RBT Special Agent in Charge.
¢c - Bureau
70-15
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION |
t' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Laboratory Report
Case: Airship Hindenburgs Number:  62-48190-35
Government Reservation Matter.
Specimens: Original of 62-48190-24 Q18 now being submitted; photograph

previcusly submitted.

Examination reguested by: Newark

Date received: . 6-1,~37 £t 10 am

Footprint

Examination requested:

Result of examination:

-

P;.,l...'

T Lsatrn CuaX
/N
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P
—:,A v '
- oy, SO ,:24 .

Examination by: -
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Federal Burean of Investigation -

United Btates Bepartment of Justice
936 Raymond-Cormerce Building,
Newark, New Jersey.

June 10, 1937. T

Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

) REs AIRSHIP HINDENBURG;
.y ?/k _ GOVERNMENT RESERVATION MATTER,
Dear Sirs
/ ».f’ \Jr\b In response to the reguest of the Board of Inquiry
y of the Department of Cormerce to ascertain the idemtity and back-
- ‘ ground of Joseph§Speeh which has previously been set out as
Josepl‘( Spach, whioh request was called to the attention
of the' Bureau on Me.v 21, 1937 by letter, the following informa-

tion is sulmitt

7% /&,«.?,/1?’. e

:.‘brjv:f
* ' - .
COPiEs Dﬁ‘smoi v S ,JOV
30 ED- ' . ° B
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. Ore or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) b WQ-' ‘D-XD with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you,

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Fage(s) withheld for the following reason{s):

For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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The above irnvestipgation was conducted by Speciasl Agent
lee F. ¥alons of the Newari Field Office. It is suggested that

as the Board of Inguiry of the Department of Cormerce, headed by
South Trimble, is now in Washington, D. C, compiling their report
with reference to the destruction of the airship Hindenburg, that
the above information be conveyed to them for the purpose of de-
termining whether they desire any further investigation to be con-
ducted as to Joseph Spaeh,

- It is noted, for the information of the Bureau, that
although a request for an investigation of Joseph Spaeh was made
by Commender Rosendahl, U. S. Navy, he conveyed this request as a
represontative of the Board of Inguiry of the Department of Commerce,
and the Board of Inguiry is the proper euthority to pass on sny
further investigation with reference to Joseph Spaeh. However,
Cammander Rosendahl will be contacted in the mear future with ref-
erence to additional leads which are to be referred to him, as set
cut in Bureau letter of June 3, 1937,

Very truly yours,

%!A' W

W. S. DEVEREATX,
Special Agent in Cherge,
2]
70-15
Enc.-1

4+
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Fjeveral Burean of ﬁnimshgahnn
H. 8. Pepartment of Justice

936 Raymond-Commerce Bull ing
Newark, New Jersey

June 11, 1937.

Director, \
Federal Buronu of Investigation, ‘\ ‘
washington,ﬂ. L] ’

ATTENTION:s TECHNICAL LABORATORY
Dear Sir:

I am transmitting herewith originsl

exeouted Government Bill of Lading #J-82G13
which covprs the shipment of a plaster of paris
cast of a}footprint taken at Lakehurst, New
Jersey in ‘connection with the case sntitled
AIRSHIPOHINDE‘JBURG GOVERNMENT RESERVATION
MATTER,
Very truly youré,
W 's. DEVERENJX :
WSD;RBT Special Agent in Charge.
oc = Bureau
Enocl. 1
.
eronssTION CONTAIHED
at\',,.: L .'.v'-‘.-\“-!:-';\“ .’Ll.Lf-l-’ [y
TonTT T g gttt v~
b '};_q’l.‘ﬁv-—- TPz
REOORDED Tg'#?/qo- 37
& FEDLRA EURTMYCE g \’\.I,—\H\Jh
. n'DE'EED ! .
i aw 14
_ . LS
/,(‘iﬂ S ‘} —‘f
7 L |
0 - -—Q.
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER \.\ ? 3 : ‘j
DIRECTOR - *ﬂp_b/ . -
!ehzralimauuﬂnunﬁgnhnu _ L
Mnited Ftates Bepartmentof Justice
Washingtan, B. ¢. .
EAT:IM : June ]l, 1937.
Time - 3340 P. M. . . R
MEMORARDON FOR THE DIRECTOR -

I telephoned the ¥Washingion Field Office and inquired of Speclal
’_‘ Agent Hickey as to the commitments of Agent Louis Loebl.
~* " Mr. Hickey stated that Agent Loebl was mot working on anything
specisl and I told Agent Hickey that I desired Agent Loebl to go
over to the Department of Commerce for the purpoze of Interviewing
Mr. South Trimble. I informed Agent Hickey that Mr. Trimble desired
i an Agent to look over the material in their files with reference

to t.heOHindenburg dissster in order to determine if they have sny
information of interest to the Buresu.

¥r. Hickey said that Agent Loebl would be designated to do this.

I.h..,,.w AT C“""’"II"’ZD
ST r=r ,h_,i TIED

Q-JL D spuatlem '

"'*:’

RO ||y - 4 4190-3F |

i FLLLF:LU.-HJLUT A L.‘-.GQ!!ON
l SiY 14 150771
1 T . Rt
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rhb‘.lo. :r..wdwmmmum
h‘lcphoncdudmm thet It eoBiiection with the Nindemburg dlmhrthm :
~ were some letters in their £ils which had not beem turnsd over to the e
Bureanamuulmkmundb.!d.ﬁhmmm.hhuomcgmtm o
anrnnd;othmthouhto-komoﬂnromuﬂ:h;ornluinlts

thathomldl&ahhnotheacmtemmntmwﬂghm
ofﬂ.uo. Imindhinthattmldhnuunttbm tnzho-orn!u

SR N | X

\1 E ¥r. Trisble rurthcr stutod‘h-t ln emntion with g.ho
ahoro matter 2 man has zade soize Tantastic acousations of some high
government officials inel some men in the Buresujthat this man h
- 8 so=called decoder of tho{Red network and his socusstfc-s izvolved - -- .-
charges of narcotic and White Slave Traffic violations and Mr. Trizble
would like to have an agert cote over and 2it in on zn interview with
thiz can to see 1f there is anything to his charges. He stated thot
altho.gh the charge: are fantartic, yet be is a pretty shrewd individual,
He ttated he would let the Bureau know when this men, who is in Kew Tork, ,
would be hers. I advised him to gall B¢ or h-. Tapa, 11 were not here, - -
and an agent mldbnmt o'nr. N "-'_ o1
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Ofrice oF DirecTOR Wr. Bemghmen

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _ ~ " mnoum____
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ~~ wr. cotrey

- ’ Mr. Dawsdy

Wr. Lgun .

N ———————

S A,__ -: ‘- ) ar. Hielnkeul
?#e {.i’.z T - : r. Lestor____ _
South’ Trimble, Jri Solicitor e

Name e et My, Quian

Record of Telephone Call or V'ivs—it'o?.-_ ) wr. Fowarts
v . - Mr. Biavin
June 11 y937, . ot

Miss Candy

Referred to

Shefails:
X .

PN ¥r.en edviged the Director was mot in as yet,

\ --r g
N (1 TMFORMATION CONTAI
¢ ?‘jf._-m 75 UNCLASSIFIED s m
A DatEd- 16 €8 B

EVCORNT -~ &, lNDEkEI AT N

JUN 1< 1837 -

e . uf JUCTIGE

T AR

| FILE / o

he' asked that the Director call him when he came in.cek

e kgt e + e et ot

) W for the Commerce Dept. tele. 74,
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exenination of the photograph and orlgiml negative
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‘Date __hg’g_. 1937. Case Reference: mmdm_____ '

Consigned to: BAC, Newark ' Hatter.

List of Contents
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62-48190-35 Original of 62-481950-24 W8, (Flester vast). -
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR -

MissXDeNotte of thBuresu of Alr Commerce called by telepnome * 77 -
to induire concerning the identity of the Agents of the Burean vho = ..0°
wez?)'assigned to observe the investigation being conducted into - o
thdHindenburg dissster. I informed Miss DeNette that I could

not recall the names of these Agents. She stated that thelr

records indicated that they were Mesars. Devereaux and Vetterli.

I then affirmed the fact that these were the men assigned in this

capacity, sand she inquired as to how they might be contacted.

T explained to Miss DeNette that the Bureau Agents ere moving

sbout eonsiderably, end that if thers was any information which

the Department of Commerce wanted from these men, it should be

requested by letter addressed to the Director here in Washington.

Respectfully,

Ry _ _
ALL IE-EFO‘.'?.?-{.G\TIO}?FE??:{TAl J i)
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